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Though, under the newly expanded Strong May-
or Powers granted to St. Marys by the province 
earlier this year, there was no passing of an official 
budget bylaw as there has been in years past, the 
Town of St. Marys has officially adopted its 2026 
budget with 3.88 per-cent levy increase, inclusive 
of growth.

During a special meeting of council Nov. 18, 
councillors had the opportunity to review and 
recommend amendments to the budget tabled by 
Mayor Al Strathdee on Nov. 11 – a budget that 
largely resembled the draft budget presented by 
staff at council’s first budget meeting Oct. 21. 

“In the press recently, in Stratford, there was a 
suggestion that I’d been burning the midnight oil 
and making some amendments to reduce the tax 
rate, and I want to make it very clear for council 
and the public that we made a very strong state-
ment that we would work collectively and coop-
eratively on this budget,” Strathdee said, referring 
to an article on the mayor’s 2026 budget published 
by the Stratford Beacon Herald Nov. 14. “Council 
has met several times to talk about strategic initia-
tives as well as targets for fiscal responsibility, and 
that’s what we laid out for staff. Staff has made the 
budget in total, and we have asked them to meet 
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Town of St. Marys 
officially adopts 
2026 budget with 
3.88 per-cent levy 
increase, inclusive 
of growth
St. Marys budget adopted just nine days 
after mayor tabled his budget on Nov. 11
GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 
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When Porter Huffman and Colton Law-
rence first gathered loose Canadian Tire 
money from around their homes at age six, 
they never imagined a simple idea, “Let’s 
help other kids have a great Christmas,” 
would grow into a community tradition 
that would touch hundreds of families.

Eight years later, Porter, now a teen-
ager with a slightly deeper voice, a full-

er schedule and bigger shoes, is stepping 
into the final season of Porter & Colton’s 
Toy Drive, and he’s determined to finish 
as strongly as they began, with kindness, 
gratitude and the joy of helping others.

What started as two kids and a handful 
of Canadian Tire bills quickly became a 
powerful local movement. Each year, the 
toy drive grew – more donations, more 
community partners, more toys stacked 
high in shopping carts and more people 
helped by the boys’ enthusiasm.

Local boys to host eighth and final 
year of their annual toy drive

SHARING CHRISTMAS JOY
Porter Huffman and Colton Lawrence show many of the toys that will go to homes in need. This is 
the eighth and final year for the toy drive. To date, they have raised over $40,000 for gifts, food and 
gift cards.

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTO)

JENN NOBLE
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our goals and targets as we moved along.
“We have made a strong statement to the 

provincial government that we are not in 
favour of the current system of the Strong 
Mayor Powers. We believe that we have 
done everything that we can to improve 
housing in this community with the tools 
given to us, and we continue to work col-
laboratively as a council.”

The mayor’s budget included a few 
updates and minor changes, including 
those discussed by council at its first bud-
get meeting, leaving the levy increase at 
roughly $10,000 less than what was initial-
ly presented by staff.

That levy increase, $817,551, represents 
a 5.2 per-cent jump from the roughly 
$15.7-million budget for 2025 to next 
year’s roughly $16.5-million budget. Fac-
toring in the town’s estimated $200,000 in 
growth to the tax base, that leaves the net 
levy increase at 3.88 per cent, under coun-
cil’s target of four per cent.

The mayor’s 2026 capital budget, as pre-
sented at the beginning of the Nov. 18 meet-
ing, also included some minor changes, 
leaving it at $8.3 million in new spending, 
all of which is funded from reserves, grants 
and other funding sources that do not have 
a direct impact on next year’s levy.

During the Nov. 18 meeting, six of St. 
Marys’ partner organizations presented 
their budgetary asks for 2026. They in-
cluded:

- Upper Thames River Conservation Au-
thority – $281,567 for operating costs and 
$158,764 in capital costs for work on the 
St. Marys Floodwall and the town’s portion 

of work at the Wildwood and Pittock dams;
- St. Marys Healthcare Foundation – 

$100,000, up from $75,000 in 2025, to-
wards doctor recruitment and retention, 
as well as to help the foundation pay for 
the St. Marys Memorial Hospital’s new, 
$650,000 x-ray machine;

- St. Marys Station Gallery – $10,000 
to help fund operations, including a new-
ly expanded art-education program, at the 
gallery;

- Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame and 
Museum – $5,000 towards the $10,000 
cost of a condition assessment for the hall 
of fame and museum grounds, baseball 
diamonds, equipment and buildings, and 
a portion of the nearly $27,000 cost to re-
fence the ball diamonds; 

- St. Marys Public Library – Rough-
ly $686,000 to support services and pro-
grams, including adult learning, at the St. 
Marys Public Library; and

- St. Marys and Area Mobility Service 
– $130,000 to support operations and 
$25,000 to support the capital replace-
ment of an accessible van at a total cost of 
$140,000.

While the majority of these external ex-
penses were already included in the may-
or’s 2026 draft budget, councillors had 
the opportunities to amend the budget to 
include an additional $25,000 for the St. 
Marys Healthcare Foundation, to support 
the cost of the new fencing at the baseball 
hall of fame and to include $25,000 to sup-
port the purchase of a new accessible van 
by the mobility service.

Ultimately, councillors voted to include 
the extra funding for the mobility service 

and the health-care foundation but opted 
not to support the new fencing at this time.

“Because we’re spending the money to 
get an assessment of the entire facility, and 
the results from that may show the top pri-
ority is completely different than the fence, 
I’m just not sure if the money would be 
spent at the right place,” Coun. Jim Craig-
mile said.

Town CAO Brent Kittmer told council-
lors the results of the condition assessment 
will allow the town and the hall of fame to 
develop a proper, 10-year capital forecast 
that will give both organizations a better 
idea as to where town money should be 
spent next year or in future years. Should 
there be urgent needs identified following 
the assessment, council will have the op-
portunity to support any capital projects to 
address those needs.

Also during the Nov. 18 budget meeting, 
council approved the creation of a new re-
serve fund and policy that will allow coun-
cil to set aside funding for the Community 
Commons project at 14 Church St. N. To 
that end, council approved the transfer of 
$73,000 to that reserve in 2026.

Neither of the council amendments to the 
budget or the money set aside for the Com-
munity Commons project had an impact on 
the 2026 levy as all funding will come from 
town reserves or planned transfers to those 
reserves.

By the end of the meeting, councillors in-
dicated they had no additional amendments 

they wanted to make to the budget, allow-
ing council to pass a resolution under the 
Strong Mayor Powers legislation shorten-
ing their amendment period from 30 days 
after the mayor tabled his budget down to 
seven, meaning council had effectively ap-
proved the budget as of midnight Nov. 18.

Strathdee then issued a mayoral decision 
under his Strong Mayor Powers reducing 
the 10-day period in which he would have 
the opportunity to veto any of the council-
lor amendments down to one day, and the 
budget was deemed officially adopted as of 
Nov. 20.  

“It feels like it’s an adversarial thing now 
as opposed to a cooperative thing and it just 
feels awkward,” Coun. Rob Edney said of 
the new budget process under Strong May-
or Powers. “I just want to voice that I’m 
also opposed to the way the budget (was 
done). I’m not opposed to the budget we’re 
presenting; I’m just opposed to the format. 
It just seems like too much work. We’ve al-
ways worked well together as a council and 
previous councils as well, and it’s just odd 
that the province would want us to have an 
adversarial sort of approach to this.”

“The whole budget process could be-
come controversial,” Coun. Marg Luna 
added. “I have this little fear that, depend-
ing on who’s sitting in the (mayor’s) chair 
in the next four years after the election, the 
whole thing could become controversial 
and all these plans that we’re talking about 
could all be for not.”
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St. Marys Museum to mix holidays with history at 
upcoming open house

The St. Marys Museum is inviting 
locals for festive treats and valuable 
gift ideas at next month’s annual 
open house. 

On Dec. 7 from 2-4 p.m., locals 
will have the opportunity to explore 
the museum’s offered activities at 
a drop-in holiday open house. A 
scavenger hunt and a craft station 
will be provided for the kids, while 
adults can place bids at the silent 
auction, win door prizes and enjoy 
holiday treats. 

Curator assistant Emily Taylor 
said a certificate for a private ghost 
tour with Stratford Walking Tours 
will be featured at a value of $128. 
The museum is currently accepting 
donations for the auction. 

Historical publications will be 
available at the museum’s gift shop, 
along with details on purchasing a 
Friends of the Museum member-
ship. 

“We like to think of this open 
house as a complementary event to 
the other holiday programming hap-
pening in the community,” said Tay-
lor. “This has been a long-running 
program that the museum has been 

doing, and we think it’s important 
to have this on a weekend so people 
can come while they’re off work.”

The “Capturing Christmas” ex-
hibit will be on display during the 
open house, showcasing past photo-
graphs of community holiday cele-
brations. 

“It’s important to celebrate the 
season and bring people together,” 
said Taylor. “Many in the commu-
nity feel it’s just as important to 
honour the history of St. Marys, to 
learn, teach and engage others in 
our past.”

Along with participating in holi-
day activities, locals will also have 
an opportunity to explore current 
exhibits and the museum’s Victori-
an-style school room, used for ed-
ucational programming and mock 
school lessons that were taught 
during the era.

The open house will allow locals 
to voice their interests on what they 
would like to see included in the mu-
seum’s future programming. Taylor 
said that the museum is interested 
in running a survey for the new year 
to analyze what locals would like to 
see featured in the 2026 program 
schedule.

Emily Taylor, curator assistant at the St. Marys Museum. (ALEX HUNT PHOTO)

ALEX HUNT

Independent Reporter
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 Quote of the Week
Thank you for another fabulous Merchants’ Open House weekend. It was a 
great kick off to the holidays. We truly appreciate all the support from our 
local community and out-of-towners alike!  A special thank you to all the 
volunteers that make this weekend possible. We are all prepared to serve 
you for the rest of the season, including offering evening shopping every 
Thursday from participating retailers until the end of the season. Happy 
Holidays St. Marys!

- BIA member Lisa Fewster on another successful Merchants Open 
House Weekend.
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Thoughts of the Week

Bravo Boo
We have 4 Bravos this week.
1) Bravo to the happy table of singers 
that entertained the room at the Legion 
meat draw on Saturday.
2) Bravo to the town for getting the dip 
in the road filled in on main street by 
Video 99. It is appreciated. If we can get 
some of those manhole covers raised 
a bit that would be a great Christmas 
treat!
3) Bravo to the lady who “paid it 
forward” towards my birthday lunch 
in Thorndale Family Restaurant. Thank 
you!
4) Bravo to the volunteers and the 
firefighters for putting up and taking 
down the Legion Banners.

We have 1 Boo this week.
1) Boo to the person driving their car 
through the parade on Friday.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to be considered. Bravos and Boos are submitted by community 
members and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

EDITORIAL
 

Early budget adoption puts 
St. Marys in a good spot 
heading into 2026

It’s no secret I’m not a fan of the prov-
ince’s Strong Mayor Powers.

Having the power to appoint key of-
ficials, veto bylaws and set the budget 
in the hands of one person is bound to 
lead to abuses of power – and in some 
Ontario municipalities, it already has, 
or at very least, it has sewed discord 
and mistrust between councillors and 
the mayor. 

In Cambridge, the legislation intro-
duced to that city two years ago left 
councillors confused recently as to how 
and when they were to propose amend-
ments and debate Mayor Jan Liggett’s 
Strong Mayor’s budget, with some 
“failing to meet the criteria” necessary 
to present their amendments at a recent 
meeting.

In Springwater Township, a petition 
by several councillors to have Mayor 
Jennifer Coughlin revoke two decisions 
she made using her Strong Mayor Pow-
ers earlier this month – one involving 
the firing of township legal counsel – 
fell f lat after the mayor declared the 
meeting “out of order,” nullifying the 
resulting motion passed by council.

In Orillia, Mayor Don McIsaac exer-
cised his Strong Mayor Powers to shut 
down a councillor-supported amend-
ment to his 2026 budget that would have 
added $700,000, a one per-cent increase 
to the levy, for faster road and sidewalk 
repairs. Council had voted 5-4 in sup-
port of the budget amendment before 
the mayor rejected it.

In St. Marys, though, town staff, 
Mayor Al Strathdee and councillors 
demonstrated how a fully collaborative 
budget process – similar to the process 
undertaken before Strong Mayor Pow-
ers were introduced to the town earli-
er this year – could result in the fastest 
and most-efficient budget approval I’ve 
seen in more than a decade reporting on 
municipal budgets.

Despite being without a full-time trea-
surer after former treasurer André Mo-
rin left the town for the CAO position 
in Stratford earlier this year, leaving 
the process in the very capable hands 
of deputy treasurer Spencer Steckley 
and CAO Brent Kittmer, town staff was 
able to present a draft 2026 budget that 
met council’s target for a levy increase 
of four per cent or less at council’s first 
official budget meeting on Oct. 21.

Over a relatively short, five-hour bud-
get meeting, council reviewed the staff 
budget and had the opportunity to ask 
questions, provide feedback and pro-
pose changes, including the approval 
of two new staff positions. Then, in ac-
cordance with the Strong Mayor Powers 

legislation, Strathdee had staff incor-
porate those changes into what would 
become his mayor’s budget before offi-
cially tabling it on Nov. 11, and giving 
councillors the chance to review it and 
propose further amendments at their 
second budget meeting on Nov. 18 after 
hearing budget requests from six of the 
town’s external partners.

After councillors made two amend-
ments adding $25,000 to their contribu-
tion to the St. Marys Healthcare Foun-
dation and $25,000 to support St. Marys 
and Area Mobility Service’s planned 
purchase of a new accessible van, coun-
cil voted to shorten the 30-day period 
in which they could propose additional 
amendments down to just seven days, 
while the mayor, in turn, shortened the 
period in which he could veto council-
lor amendments down to one day, tell-
ing councillors he had no intentions to 
use his veto power.

In the end, this legislative maneuver-
ing made possible by town staff and the 
mayor’s commitment to working with 
council on the budget allowed for the 
passive adoption of the mayor’s 2026 
budget on Nov. 20, less than a month 
after the town’s first official budget 
meeting.

To put that into context, I’ve seen 
budgets adopted in December, Jan-
uary February and March. I’ve even 
seen budgets adopted as late as June or 
July. Until now, I’ve never seen a bud-
get process take less than a month and 
just eight hours of deliberation around 
the council table to complete. Now, 
with the budget completed, town staff 
are free to begin preparing requests for 
proposals and receive bids from con-
tractors before demand from other mu-
nicipalities begins to ramp up, allowing 
the town to get a headstart, and perhaps 
more competitive pricing, on its 2026 
capital plan.

With St. Marys’ staunch rejection of 
Strong Mayor Powers and its commit-
ment to maintaining the democratically 
elected powers of council as a whole, 
the completion of the 2026 budget pro-
cess in record time should be proof that 
councils in smaller communities can 
work together to achieve great things.

We don’t need a strong mayor to im-
prove efficiency. We just need the right 
people around the council table who 
prioritize the best interests of those they 
serve and a passionate and engaged mu-
nicipal staff to support them. 

In St. Marys, I believe we have those 
people, but what happens if there comes 
a time when we don’t? If we find our-
selves with a mayor who prioritizes 
their own agenda over the best interests 
of the people they serve, we could be 
looking at a very different scenario. 

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor
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Kudos to the St. 

Marys Kinsmen on 

another successful 

Santa Claus parade!

Anyone else feeling 

let down watching 

the Leafs after the 

success of the Jays?

SMCP’s Boeing, Boeing 
auditions getting ready for 
takeoff

The St. Marys Community Players 
(SMCP) is hoping locals get on board 
for their production of Marc Camoletti’s 
Boeing, Boeing.

SMCP will host auditions for the spring 
production at St. Marys Presbyterian 
Church on 147 Widder St. E at the main 
entrance on Dec. 5 at 6:30 p.m., Dec. 6 
at 1 p.m. and Dec. 7 at 1 p.m. Boeing, 
Boeing will take f light at the Town Hall 
Theatre from April 23 to May 9, 2026.

Boeing, Boeing introduces audiences 
to Bernard, a sly and suave American 
architect living in Paris with three fi-
ancées, all who happen to be f light at-
tendants. He had a schedule down so he 
could see all three without their arrival 
times overlapping, that is, until Boeing 
changes the f light time to Paris with a 
new jet and all three fiancées arrive at 
the same time and chaos begins.

“It’s going to be laugh-out-loud, con-
stant chaos trying to hide the identities 
of each other because the three steward-
esses don’t know about each other, so it 
does come to a funny end,” said Gregory 
George, SMCP’s marketing and commu-
nications lead. “It’s going to be a great 
time.”

George added Boeing, Boeing is likely 
one of the most produced French plays 
worldwide, with several versions trans-
lated into English. SMCP will present 
the version translated by Beverly Cross 
and Francis Evans.

“I think our audiences are going to re-
ally enjoy a typical farce, people falling 
down, lots of up and down, out on couch-
es and doors slamming, and all of that 
kind of stuff, so it’s going to be a lot of 
fun,” he said.

Stratford’s Ralph Small, who has an 
extensive background in film and televi-

sion, will be directing and Read Paxton 
and Stephen Brockwell will be produc-
ing. Set designer Ray Dirkson is creating 
a set with seven doors the actors will be 
popping in and out of, as well as three 
bedrooms, a kitchen and an additional 
room.

SMCP is particularly seeking their 
Bernard for their Boeing, Boeing pro-
duction.

“He has to be suave and somewhat of a 
bad guy who’s trying to hold the sched-
ules together, so Bernard is the key to 
the success of this production,” George 
said.

SMCP is also looking for someone to 
portray Gretchen, a German stewardess 
and Bernard’s third fiancée.

Anyone who would like to audition 
for Boeing, Boeing can send an email 
to info@stmaryscommunityplayers.ca 
with “BOEING BOEING” in the subject 
line, and an indication of which charac-
ter they would like to play. There is no 
need to prepare a monologue, as audi-
tions will involve script reading as indi-
viduals and as pairs.

“Just bring your energy, dive in and 
fasten your seatbelts, put your seat table 
in its upright position and get ready to 
go,” George said.

EMILY STEWART

Independent Reporter
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The old saying, “When it rains it pours,” is very real 
and no one knows that better right now then Chris 
Campbell and partner Emily Montgomery.

Those who follow Campbell’s business, Chris Camp-
bell’s Catering, online will be up to date on what has 
been happening in his world and, amazingly, Campbell 
is still smiling and trying his best to stay positive.

Campbell and Montgomery welcomed baby August 
into the world on Oct. 8. August was a premature birth 
and had to stay in the NICU for 29 days after he was 
born. The new parents were then able to take him home 
however, a week later, August had a setback where he 
had to be put back into the hospital at  the pediatric 
critical care unit in the London Health Sciences Unit.

The family has a long road ahead but they’ve been 
getting support from Ronald McDonald House and 
support from a Go Fund me fundraiser. The couple is 
not able to work right now and say they’re appreciative 
of all of the help they are receiving from the commu-
nity.

On Nov. 22, to add to Campbell’s stress, his food 
truck was stolen. The truck has been recovered, how-
ever there is some damage inside. As Campbell was 
meeting with the Stratford police to discuss the theft of 
his food truck, his SUV was broken into at the Ronald 
McDonald House parking lot. Luckily, there was video 
surveillance but he isn’t likely to see anything that was 
taken returned.

“I can’t make this up,” Campbell wrote in a post to 
Facebook recently. “They should make a movie of our 
life right now. We are so blessed by everybody that 
is helping us via Go Fund Me and e-transfers. All of 
you are the reason why I have not completely lost my 
mind.”

Some good news; baby August is now up to six 
pounds and 4.3 ounces, and is starting to get stronger. 
As hard as it is to imagine, two thefts on the same day 

in two different places, Campbell remains grateful and 
knows being there for August is his number one pri-
ority.

“I love St. Marys,” he added. “The community has 
been a saving grace for us and I can’t even express how 
much the support has lifted an immense weight off our 
shoulders and how much I wish I could hug each and 
every one. Thank you.”

To support the Campbells in their time of need, visit 
the Go Fund Me fundraiser at https://gofund.me/2c-
9c642fb.

 

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, contact us at 519-284-0041 or 

info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week is Dr. Larry Joosee. 
Dr. Larry was born in Oakville and grew up in 

Grimsby. He has been married to his wife Patsy 
for 47 years. They have two children, Matthew 
and Sarah. They have three grandchildren Colin, 
nine, Rita seven, and Oaklen two and one more 

on the way in January. He loves to garden, 
travel and cheer for the Blue Jays. Dr. Larry 

started working for the St. Marys Vet Clinic 44 
years ago right after graduation and has cared 

for so many pets over the years.

1. What is the street 
address of the White 
House?
2. What kind of dog is 
Scooby-Doo?
3. The practice of 
drawing electoral 
district boundaries to 
give one political party an advantage is called?
4. What is the main body of an aircraft called?
5. What is the largest country in Africa by area?
6. What does DNA stand for?
7. Who is Katy Perry currently dating?
8. What is Warren Buffett’s company called?
9. Who is Bluey the dog’s sister?
10. True or False. A group of geese is called a 
gaggle.

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 39

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

By Jake Grant

Christmas at McCully’s 
Christmas Trees have arrived

Photos with Santa

Fresh Christmas Turkeys

McCully’s Christmas Gift Baskets

We have fresh cut Balsam and Fraser Fur ranging from 5’ to 9’ tall. 
Prices start at $47.50

Lucid Musings Photography will be back at McCully’s for family 
Christmas photos on Dec. 6/7 and 13/14 from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

Cost is $15.00 and a donation to the local Foodbank. 

Call the store to order your fresh turkey. Orders must be in prior to Dec. 10th.  
Turkeys range in size from 12 lbs to 24 lbs. (approximately). We also have 

frozen farm raised roasting chickens in the freezer.

Select one of our pre-made Gift Baskets or tell us what you would 
like to include and we’ll make up a basket especially for that special 

somebody for Christmas. 

Store Hours in Nov. & Dec.
Closed Mondays. 

Open Tuesdays - Sundays: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

4074 Perth Line #9, St. Marys, ON  
www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564

HOME • FARM 
AUTO • COMMERCIAL

519-283-6614
info@hendersonyost.com | www.hendersonyost.com

Community rallies behind the 
Campbell family

Chris Campbell and Emily Montgomery snuggle baby August. 
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter
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SALE!SALE!

STOREWIDESTOREWIDE

NO
TAX

BUY IT TODAY...TAKE IT TODAY!

OPENOPEN
TILL

MIDNIGHT! MIDNIGHT! 

1 DAY ONLY!1 DAY ONLY!

UP TO UP TO 90% OFF!90% OFF!

NOVEMBER 28 
8AM-MIDNIGHT

BLACK FRIDAY
MIDNIGHT 
MADNESS

1362 VICTORIA ST N KITCHENER 
MON-FRI 8AM-8PM
SAT 9-6 SUN 10-5SOURCEFLOORING.COM

SHOP ONLINE 24/7

Open House at Country 
Roots Fresh Market

Country Roots Fresh Market held their Christmas open house on Nov. 15. They had many 
gifts for sale including fresh and artificial arrangements, and the vendors market in the 
greenhouse featured giftware, baking, preserves and frozen foods. Pictured above are em-
ployees Abby Jeffery, Hannah Bickell and Izzy Reid.

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTO)

Experience the magic of 
the holidays in St. Marys

The Town of St. Marys continues to 
sparkle throughout the season, illumi-
nated by the WinterLights display and 
the annual Holiday Light Tour. 

Each evening from 5-11 p.m., Milt 
Dunnell Field glows with festive lights, 
and residents and vistors can experience 
the magic on a horse-drawn wagon ride. 
Rides are offered on Dec. 5 and 6 from 
5-8 p.m., as well as Dec. 13, 20 and 24 
from 6-8 p.m.

This year’s Holiday Light Tour fea-
tures beautifully decorated homes 
spread across town. To join the tour, 
download and print the map at www.dis-
coverstmarys.ca/happyholidays, or pick 
up a hard copy at any municipal facili-
ty. Participating homes will keep their 
lights shining until Jan. 1, 2026.

Back by popular demand, the Win-
terLights Night Market returns to Milt 
Dunnell Field on Dec. 5 and 6 from 5-8 

p.m. Browse unique products from local 
vendors and artisans, enjoy free horse-
and-wagon rides, warm up by the fire 
with roasted s’mores and savour tasty 
offerings from local food trucks. Plus, a 
free shuttle departs every half hour from 
Milt Dunnell Field to the King Family 
House, where children can hand-deliver 
their holiday letters to Santa.

The Coca-Cola Holiday Caravan Tour 
is coming to Milt Dunell Field on Satur-
day, Dec. 13, from 6-9 p.m. Join in the 
holiday spirit and enjoy a cheerful visit 
from Santa. For a full list of holiday ac-
tivities, visit www.discoverstmarys.ca/
happyholidays.

As the Town of St. Marys celebrates 
the spirit of the season, the town is invit-
ing locals and their loved ones to join in 
the festivities and make lasting holiday 
memories. Stay connected for the latest 
event updates, special announcements 
and helpful reminders by following the 
Town of St. Marys on Facebook, Insta-
gram and X for updates and reminders. 

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT

Staff Contribution
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When I sat down with Alba Evo-
ra Weiler to learn about her current 
role as Elsa in Disney’s Frozen at the 
Grand Theatre, my first thought was, 
“This girl is going places.”

She was very well spoken, infor-
mative but what caught my attention 
more than anything was the love and 
passion she has for performing and be-
ing part of something magical.

Weiler started performing at the 
young age of seven in a small role in 
a TV show called In the Dark. Since 
then, she has been in the TV series 
Under the Banner of Heaven and Bor-
je. At the age of 10, she got involved in 
musical theatre and absolutely fell in 
love with it. The love of theatre took 
her out to Calgary where she played 
Nina Barron in the play, Beaches at 
Theatre Calgary and then back to The 
Grand Theatre where she played Brig-
itta in The Sound of Music.

Weiler is represented by talent agent 
Sav Murthy through the Noble Coplan 
Talent Agency. When Disney’s Frozen 
was announced at The Grand, Weiler 
was very excited for the chance to au-
dition. Thanks to her previous perfor-
mance at the Grand, she was able to 

keep calm as she knew many people 
in the room. Weiler received a call-
back with all the other called-back El-
sas and Annas. In groups, they had to 

perform a whole scene and execute the 
songs.

About a week later, Weiler’s parents 
gave her a present saying they want-
ed to express how good she was do-
ing at a new school. What they gave 
her was an Elsa doll, and that is how 
Weiler found out she got the role. They 
found out at the end of September and 
rehearsals started on Nov. 4.

It was a hectic schedule with re-
hearsals taking place every day ex-

cept Mondays, from either 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m., 3-6 p.m. and on weekends from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Once rehearsals fin-
ished, the cast started preforming with 
bare-minimum props leading up to 
tech week. At that point, they started 
performing on the stage with the real 
sets, perfecting technical aspects like 
lighting, sound and special effects that 
include quick costume changes.

The cast has become like a family 
after spending so much time together.

“What I like best about perform-
ing is that you get to see things that 
take place behind the scenes that the 
audience doesn’t get to see and how 
it all comes together,” Weiler said. 
“It is great to see the difference from 
the start to when it all starts to run 
smoothly.

“There is something so magical 
about having a room full of people 
cheering for you at the end”.

The show started at the Grand on 
Nov. 18 and, due to popular demand, 
it has already been extended to Jan. 4. 
Weiler shares the role of young Elsa 
with actress Kylie Prouty. It is double 
cast to keep the schedule manageable 
for the students. Weiler is part of the 
Reindeer Cast.

What’s next for Weiler? She just 
likes going with the f low and if there 
is a musical theatre audition that 
comes up that she really wants, then 
she will go for it and has no problem 
with travelling.

“Everyone should definitely come to 
the show. It is so good, and you won’t 
regret it,” Weiler said.

SALES MANAGEMENT  BOHRSON MARKETING SERVICES  WWW.BOHRSON.COM

OPEN HEIFERS | BRED HEIFERS | COWS | FROZEN GENETICS | PREGNANT RECIPIENTS
ON OFFER ELITE LIMOUSIN GENETICS

DECEMBER 6, 2025
IN HANOVER, ON

St. Marys actor, Alba Evora Weiler, shines at The 
Grand Theatre

Talented Alba Evora Weiler plays the role of Elsa in Disney’s Frozen at the Grand Theatre. 
On now until January 4th 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter

St. Marys Independent
SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER

www.granthaven.comFREE
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LET THE SPIRIT OF THE SEASON

PLAYING UNTIL DECEMBER 14!

MEMBERS OF THE COMPANY. PHOTO: ANN BAGGLEY.

ANNIE
BOOK BY THOMAS MEEHAN  |  MUSIC BY CHARLES STROUSE  |  LYRICS BY MARTIN CHARNIN

ORIGINAL BROADWAY PRODUCTION DIRECTED BY MARTIN CHARNIN
BASED ON “LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE”® BY PERMISSION OF TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC

2025 SEASON SPONSOR: OPHELIA LAZARIDIS
PRODUCTION CO-SPONSORS: ROBERT & MARY ANN GORLIN, RIKI TUROFSKY & CHARLES PETERSEN AND PETER & CAROL WALTERS

PRODUCTION
CO-SPONSOR

DON’T WAIT ‘TIL TOMORROW — SECURE YOUR SEATS TODAY AND
MAKE THIS MAGICAL MUSICAL PART OF YOUR HOLIDAY TRADITION.

THE GLOBE AND MAIL

CRITIC’S PICK
“ONE OF  

  STRATFORD’S BEST”

POSTMEDIA

“FAST ACTION  
AND ASTOUNDING

  DANCE NUMBERS”

THE NEW YORK TIMES
“CROWD-PLEASING”

SPARKLE WITH
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Local boys to host eighth and final year of their annual 
toy drive

Over the years, Porter and Colton 
have raised over $40,000, providing 
Christmas gifts, food support and 
gift cards to families throughout Lu-
can, St. Marys,  Ailsa Craig and the 
surrounding areas. Their efforts even 

earned them a place on the 2024 Town 
of Lucan Biddulph Mayor’s Honour 
Roll.

But beyond awards and dollar 
amounts, it’s the people they’ve met, 
the families helped, the volunteers 
who lifted them up and the commu-

nity that worked beside them that has 
shaped their journey most. Also, a big 
part of the boy’s adventure has been 
Colton’s mom, Lyndsay.

If the toy drive had a home away 
from home, it would be the toy aisles 
of Canadian Tire in St. Marys.

Across four ownership teams, the 
store has been a pillar of generosi-
ty. Discounts, support, guidance and 
encouragement have helped the boys 
stretch every dollar into as many toys 
as possible. A standout figure at the 
St. Marys Canadian Tire  has always 
been Shannon Clifford-Rooney, who 
has remained a dedicated advocate 
through every transition. Her ongo-
ing enthusiasm and commitment have 
made her one of the toy drive’s most 
influential long-term supporters.

The boys’ biggest donation to date 
and one of the highlights of the 2025 
campaign came when Forbes Water-
loo Mazda donated $2,500, naming 
the boys their 2025 Mazda Legends. 
Representatives Kevin Sholdice, 
Anna and the Mazda Canada team 
surprised the boys with the honour, 
pushing them over their 2024 Fund-
raising goal of $13,000.

The recognition is one of several 
memorable experiences the boys have 
received over the years, including an 

appearance at the Night of Heroes 
Fashion Show run by Community 
Living London and several interviews 
on  AM 980  with broadcaster Mike 
Stubbs.

Throughout its eight-year run, Por-
ter & Colton’s Toy Drive has gained 
support from a wide range of commu-
nity groups, organizations, and indi-
viduals including:

- Lucan Lions
- Lucan Small Businessmen
- Lucan Legion Branch 540
- Nicholas Smith Memorial Group
- The River Bend Bottles Collection
Hundreds of residents have also 

contributed through bottle drives, toy 
donations, Canadian Tire Money and 
e-transfer contributions.

Though 2025 will mark the final 
year of this charitable initiative, it’s 
Porter’s hope  this legacy of kindness 
and community service inspires oth-
ers for years to come.

For anyone interested in donating to 
support the toy drive’s final season, 
donations are being accepted through 
the charity’s Facebook page, “Por-
ter & Colton’s Toy and Food Drive.” 
Triangle Rewards points may also be 
donated at Canadian Tire St. Marys 
checkout counters at the time of pur-
chase.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

FOR ALL YOUR SITEWORK NEEDS
• Excavating/Grading 
• Retaining Walls
• Concrete Breaking 
• Servicing
• Septic Systems 
• Trucking 
• Hydroseeding

Bryn Luckhardt
519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

www.luckhardtlandworks.com
St. Marys, Ontario
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2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com
STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 

  PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00. FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, OUR SERVICE DEPT IS NOW OPEN ON SATURDAYS

STRATFORD NISSAN

2025 ROGUE

Canadian fiddle champion Scott Woods and his band 
bringing Christmas Hoedown to Stratford and Ailsa Craig

Local fiddle fans and those who enjoy Christmas 
music or a good, old-fashioned variety show will have 
two opportunities next month to catch Canadian fid-
dle champion Scott Woods and his band perform their 
Christmas Hoedown.

With shows scheduled for St. Michael Catholic Sec-
ondary School in Stratford at 2 p.m. Dec. 14 and the Ail-
sa Craig Recreation Centre, just half an hour down the 
road from St. Marys, at 7 p.m. Dec. 16, the Christmas 
Hoedown promises two hours of toe-tapping family fun 
sure to set the holiday season off on the right foot.

“It’s been really well-loved; everyone just gravitates 
to it,” Woods told the Independent during a pit stop on 
the Alberta leg of his cross-country Christmas Hoe-
down tour. “We started on Nov. 1, which is really quite 
early for a Christmas show. I was worried it was the day 
after Halloween; people might not be ready to get into 
the Christmas spirit. But actually, it was the opposite. 
The crowds have been great and they absolutely love the 
show, and they go home singing “Jingle Bells” and all 
their Christmas favourites.

“The show that we build is a real variety show. You 
don’t have to be a fiddle fan by any means or a coun-
try music fan. That’s sort of the f lavour that the Christ-
mas music takes when we present it, but it’s certainly 
a Christmas show – a family variety show. … There’s 
some fast, fun stuff, costumes, lots of humour and some 
serious Christmas stuff as well with songs and an inspi-
rational story. There’s really something for everybody, 
even the kids.”

To help bring this show to life, Woods is backed by a 

stellar group of artists including his sister, Kendra Nor-
ris, on piano, fiddle and vocals, three-time Canadian 
open step-dancing champion, drummer and fiddle play-
er Leo Stock, Canadian Country Music Awards Guitar 
Player of the Year Steve Piticco on guitar and vocals, 
and renowned husband-and-wife bluegrass duo Nadine 
and Gary Boles – Nadine Boles on acoustic guitar and 
vocals and Gary Boles on bass and vocals.

Woods says each member of the band brings some-
thing unique and entertaining to the show, from Stock’s 
lightning-fast feet as a world-class step dancer to Na-
dine Boles’ hauntingly beautiful vocals that bring depth 
to Christmas favourites.

And while the show is reminiscent of a traditional 
Christmas concert, there are newer elements that high-
light the multitude of talents of the artists on stage.

“Our musical arrangements are pretty retro, they’re 
pretty old time. We dress with matching outfits on the 
stage like old-time bands used to back in the ‘50s and 
‘60s, and we still incorporate high-tech. We have a great 
sound and lighting system, and we have GoPro cam-
eras on the stage and big-screen projection so you can 
see Leo’s feet up close and personal on the big screen 
while he’s dancing, and Steve’s fingers while he’s play-
ing guitar, and my fingers when I’m playing fiddle. We 
have other visual images that enhance the songs and the 
stories we’re telling. 

“It’s a real fun, kind of retro but modern approach to 
Christmas music,” Woods said.

For more information and to purchase tickets for 
the Stratford show, visit scottwoods.ca/event/strat-
ford-on-christmas-hoedown/. For more information and 
to purchase tickets for the Ailsa Craig show, visit scott-
woods.ca/event/aisla-craig-on-christmas-hoedown/.

Canadian fiddle champion Scott Woods and his band are 
bringing their Christmas Hoedown show to Stratford on 
Dec. 14 and Ailsa Craig on Dec. 16.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF SCOTT WOODS)

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 
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As winter’s darkest stretch settles over 
southwestern Ontario, the St. Marys 
Station Gallery is preparing to open an 
exhibition that feels like a much-needed 
antidote. 

“A Light in the Dark,” featuring the 
work of London-based artist Paul Nich-
olson, arrives with the promise of bold 
hues, nature-inspired forms and an ar-
tistic philosophy steeped deeply in the 
simple yet profound human desire to 
make things.

Nicholson, who has been creating 
art since childhood, describes himself 
as a nature-loving artist who has nev-
er stopped experimenting. His body of 
work spans acrylics, oils, watercolour, 
ink, collage, assemblage and post-
card-sized explorations. His themes 
– flowers, birds, maps, landscapes, 
self-portraits, abstracts, fruit with halos 
– form a vast visual diary that spans de-
cades. Some pieces spring from sudden 
inspiration; others emerge from leisure-
ly puttering, as he calls it. But all share a 
defining characteristic: an unapologetic 
embrace of colour.

“I love colour,” Nicholson says, sum-
ming up both his aesthetic and the role 
his work will play in a midwinter exhi-
bition. “This show will run through the 
winter solstice and the darkest days of 
the year. We need an antidote to all of 
that darkness.”

This impulse toward brightness is 
hardly stylistic alone. It speaks to the 
emotional dimension of Nicholson’s 
practice – a practice he describes as both 
instinctive and enduring. 

“I think making art is part of the hu-
man condition. I am, therefore I make,” 
he said. “I’m glad this impulse hasn’t 
atrophied.”

Though Nicholson has produced thou-
sands of works over the years, much of 
it has seldom been seen by the public. 
He has sold pieces and exhibited in gal-
leries, but he admits he was long un-
motivated to share widely. Many of his 
pieces were made for himself or gifted 
quietly to friends and family. Most, he 
notes, simply “live in boxes.”

In 2018, that private archive reached 
what he calls “a fever pitch.” He culled 
hundreds of works – entire boxes of 
them – creating space both literal and 
mental. Yet he continued to produce. Art 
was simply something he did, as essen-
tial as breathing, regardless of whether 
the world looked on.

Now older, he finds himself less con-
cerned about whether viewers can “de-
code” the autobiographical symbols 
within his images. This shift has opened 
the door to exhibitions like “A Light in 
the Dark,” where he shares work that 
once might have remained unseen.

Nicholson’s current body of work can 
be traced back to the 1980s, when he be-
came more disciplined about creating. 
But despite that discipline – or perhaps 
because of it – his practice remains fluid. 

“I always have my paints and other art 
materials close at hand,” he said. “They 
are an ever-present reminder that it’s al-
ways a good idea to make art.”

He now produces hundreds of small-
scale works each year. Sometimes he 
falls into a painting rhythm; other times, 
a collage-making “kick.” He works from 
life, from photographs, or from any im-
age that strikes him as visually com-
pelling. His technique is layered: first 
a drawing, sometimes resembling a co-
louring-book outline; then a base coat; 
then a second, more refined round of 
paint; and finally, once dry, touches of 
ink to sharpen details or create texture.

He recently painted a series of cos-

mos flowers – examples he uses to de-
scribe his process. The progression from 
sketch to finished piece reveals the care 
and intention behind what can initially 
appear spontaneous.

Nicholson’s artistic lineage is eclectic. 
He draws inspiration from artists work-
ing in radically different media and at 
dramatically different scales. The col-
lages of Nick Bantock, Joseph Cornell 
and Jiří Kolář influence his own love of 
paper and assemblage. The beauty and 
technical skill of painters like Frederic 
Leighton appeal to his sensibility even 
if his own work diverges from academ-
ic styles. He admires Paterson Ewen’s 
focus on weather and nature, Cliff Ey-
land’s tiny-format paintings and the vir-
tuosity of watercolourist Liane Bedard.

He notes, cheerfully, that when he once 
asked ChatGPT to describe his style, it 
called it “post-impressionistic.” While 
not consciously aligned with any move-
ment or manifesto, Nicholson acknowl-
edges that artists inevitably absorb ideas 
from what they read, see and admire.

For Nicholson, art is not an optional 
practice but a fundamental human one. 
He frames it not solely as visual art, but 
as part of a broader creative impulse. 

“People have made art across millen-
nia and in every culture. It’s what we 
do,” he said. “If we aren’t expressing 
ourselves creatively, people are lacking 
something that is foundational.”

He emphasizes that creative output 
need not be monumental to be meaning-
ful. Painting, singing, dancing, knitting 
– any form of making, he argues, satis-
fies a human need and enriches a life.

Visual art, he says, can play an es-
sential social role as well; transporting 
viewers to a peaceful mental space, or, 
in the case of politically charged work, 
shifting public consciousness. He cites 
Picasso’s “Guernica” and the works 

of Banksy as examples of art that has 
shaped conversation and worldview.

Nicholson’s journey began in London, 
Ont., where he still lives. His parents 
encouraged his interest early, enrolling 
him in classes at the local museum and 
fostering a home environment where vi-
sual art mattered. 

“I liked making art as a kid, and I just 
never stopped,” he said.

He still owns some of his earliest piec-
es from the 1960s – bird paintings that 
foreshadow not only his adult aesthetic 
but his ongoing passion for birdwatch-
ing.

Though he never formally studied fine 
art or art history, Nicholson has im-
mersed himself in both subjects through 
reading, gallery-going and personal ex-
ploration. Even during the busiest peri-
ods of his life – raising children or man-
aging work demands – he rarely stepped 
away from creating for long. 

“If I have a show, I’ll paint every day,” 
he said. “It’s never a chore.”

As “A Light in the Dark” prepares 
to open, Nicholson and curator Dun-
can MacDonald aim to bring a burst of 
warmth and brightness to St. Marys. 
The timing is deliberate; as daylight 
dwindles, Nicholson’s love of colour be-
comes more than an aesthetic choice – it 
becomes a gesture toward joy and resil-
ience.

In a season defined by scarcity of 
light, Nicholson offers abundance. Not 
answers, not grand theories – just co-
lour, nature and the steadfast belief that 
to create is to be human.

“A Light in the Dark” by Paul Nichl-
son opens at the St. Marys Station Gal-
lery on Nov. 29 and runs until Jan. 17, 
2026. For more information on what is 
happening at the gallery, visit www.st-
marystationgallery.ca.

DUNCAN MACDONALD

St. Marys Station Gallery Executive Director

SPOTLIGHT ON ARTS & CULTURE
‘A Light in the Dark’: Paul Nicholson’s lifelong dialogue 
with colour, nature and the human impulse to create

A work in progress by London artist Paul Nicholson.
(DUNCAN MACDONALD PHOTO)

London Artist Paul Nicholson opens his “A Light in the Dark” exhibition at St. Marys Station 
Gallery Nov. 29.

(DUNCAN MACDONALD PHOTO)
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84 Well ington Street South,  St.  Marys,  ON |  519.284.1690

THESE PRICES WON'T GO 
LOWER THIS YEAR †

SCAN TO VIEW 
OUR FULL FLYER!

THOUSANDS OF GREAT GIFT IDEAS!
Now Available: Product Transfers from the Exeter location! 

Please call or see in store for details

Festive creativity is the focus during and after the 
holiday season at the St. Marys Station Gallery

Holiday-themed programming, soi-
rees and a new art exhibition will keep 
art lovers entertained until Christmas, 
followed by a unique 2026 chapter for 
the St. Marys Station Gallery.  

Curator and director at the St. Marys 
Station Gallery Duncan MacDonald is 
excited to bring “A Light in the Dark,” a 
new exhibit featuring the works of Lon-
don-based artist Paul Nicholson. The 
exhibit will run from Nov. 29 to Jan. 17, 
2026, giving locals a chance to explore 
Nicholson’s trademark style of colour, 
nature and beauty. 

MacDonald promises the exhibit will 
transport visitors into a world of colour 
and playfulness, where attendees will 
have a variety of inexpensive pieces to 
purchase from. 

A festive soiree will take place at the 
gallery on Dec. 19 from 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
allowing community members to im-
merse themselves in Nicholson’s exhibit 
while socializing and enjoying refresh-
ments. 

Holiday-themed programming is also 
a focus for MacDonald, who runs five 
classes a week 

“I plan our programs around what’s 
happening in the community. For Re-

membrance Day, we focused on that, 
and we did the same for Thanksgiving,” 
said MacDonald. “We’ll be continuing 
that approach over the holidays as well.

“What I’ve found fascinating about 
these programs is that the kids can fo-
cus on something for two or three hours 
without a screen in front of them or 
the influence of their peers. In a world 
so dominated by technology, it’s really 
helping them build confidence in them-
selves.

For the adults, MacDonald says creat-
ing art provides them an opportunity to 
slow down, socialize and build friend-
ships, which culminate in a rewarding 
and cost-friendly experience. 

From Jan. 17 to March 7, 2026, Mac-
Donald will run the gallery’s next show 
called, “The Art Olympics,” which will 
feature pieces by local children who 
participated in the gallery’s 2025 pro-
gramming.

“With the Art Olympics, I’ll be invit-
ing a jury of people to judge and rank the 
work; it’s meant to be a playful show,” 
said MacDonald. “There’s been so much 
amazing art created in this space, and 
it’s incredible to see how far people 
have come since they first started. It’s 
really a group show that celebrates their 
growth.”

ALEX HUNT

Independent Reporter

Duncan MacDonald, curator/director at the St. Marys Station Gallery.
(ALEX HUNT PHOTO)
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Natural Fibre

Men’s Women’s Clothing 

Designed By Owner

Art Jewelry 

Shawls Carpets...

THINGS OF BEAUTY & SPIRIT

55 York Street Stratford ON
   kinnasohna

HANDCRAFTED TREASURES

SALE
15% off Storewide

December 4-7

Celebrating 25 years

519-275-2837

Proudly supporting veterans, families, and our community

WEEKLY AND MONTHLY EVENTS

visit www.rcl236stmarys.ca
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Branch 236, St. Marys

BAR HOURS:
Monday CLOSED
Tuesday 3-5 pm

Wednesday 3-5 pm
Thursday 3-5 pm
Friday 12-5 pm

Saturday 12-7 pm
Sunday CLOSED

SATURDAY MEAT DRAWS
Enjoy an evening of drinks and friends and try your 
lucky at quality meat prizes!
FRIDAY HOT DOG LUNCH
Drop in for a delicious hot dog at the Legion bar - 
affordable and tasty!
TUESDAY BUDDY CHECK
Free coffee, friendly conversation, and looking out for 
one another!
BINGO FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
Fun, prizes, and a great social afternoon!

66 Church Street, N., St. Marys, ON | 519.284.2267

HALL RENTALS
1600 sq. ft. banquet hall
Capacity of 200 people
Tables and chairs provided

FLEXIBLE 
SPACE

AFFORDABLE 
RATES

FOR YOUR NEXT GATHERING

SCAN ME

Kinna Sohna celebrates 25 years of craftsmanship and 
ethical fashion in Stratford

Kinna Sohna, the boutique space at 55 York St. in 
Stratford, is celebrating 25 years of traditional crafts-
manship and ethical fashion with 15 per cent off most 
items from Dec. 4-7.

Kinna Sohna translates to “how beautiful” or “how 
handsome” in Punjabi – a fitting name for a shop built 
around handmade artistry. Owner Sartaj Kaur moved 
her boutique from Toronto’s designer district to Strat-
ford eight years ago. With the rising financial pressures 
of the city, she knew it was time for a shift and set her 
sights on finding the right home for her work. Stratford 
ended up being exactly that.

“I really was just following my heart,” said Kaur. 
“I wanted to leave Toronto. I wanted to be in a small 
town. This location became available and some of my 
customers from here kept saying I should move to 
Stratford, and it worked out for me; the timing was just 
right.”

In her 30s, after stepping away from the corporate 
world, Kaur found herself drawn to textiles. She began 
exploring the craft more deeply, learning everything 
she could about fabrics, production and the global tex-
tile landscape. Coming from a family with a strong 
business background, she knew entrepreneurship was 
where she was headed – but doing it ethically was 
non-negotiable.

“I wanted to do something creative,” she said. “I 
would talk to anybody who was doing what they loved. 
I talked to them and asked, “How did you get to do 
what you loved?” to learn from them. I started this 
business when I was 35, so I did a lot of soul search-
ing. I went through the book, Artist’s Way, about three 
times. A book that really impacted me was Creating 
a Life Worth Living. I spent a lot of time figuring out 
what gives me joy.”

Today, her clothing line is produced through an eth-
ical textile cooperative in India, where artisans earn 

fair wages, have democratic input and have access to 
essentials like health care and clean water. Kaur choos-
es her partner communities based on personal experi-
ence and meaningful relationships, travelling yearly to 
work and learn alongside the makers themselves.

“I feel like I’ve been successful all this time because 
I’m present while all of the work is being done,” she 
said. “I’m (in India) on the floor, packing boxes and I 
get to be there while they’re sewing. I buy the fabric 

and sometimes I’m the one going to the block printers 
and bringing fabric to them.”

Kinna Sohna offers something rare: slow-fashion 
pieces created with intention. The clothing is vibrant, 
unique and thoughtfully designed – a mix of bold pat-
terns, memorable colours and timeless silhouettes. 
Kaur says the shop is for anyone looking to elevate 
their style while still being mindful of what they’re 
purchasing and where it comes from.

“My stuff is truly slow fashion – it’s sustainable,” 
said Kaur. “There’s the person who washes the fab-
ric, the person who prepares it for printing, then the 
block printer, then another person washing it again and 
someone else laying the fabric out in the fields. There 
are so many people involved – the ones I buy buttons 
and thread from, as well as the embroiderers them-
selves. It’s almost like supporting a whole village.”

Most pieces in the store are designed by Kaur and 
crafted from natural, handmade fibres. The collection 
includes clothing for both men and women, ranging 
from XS to 4XL, with each item created as a one-of-
a-kind piece.

The shop also carries globally sourced carpets, hand-
crafted jewellery and other artisan-made items. Every-
thing in the store – every pattern, print, stitch and tex-
tile – comes with its own story.

Kaur is deeply involved in every step of the process 
and is on site to help shoppers find the right fit, colour 
and style. Her knowledge of the craft, paired with her 
personal approach, is part of why her customer base 
has stayed loyal over the past 25 years.

Being a woman in business hasn’t always been easy, 
Kaur says. From selecting textiles abroad to unpacking 
new arrivals in the shop, the work is hands-on and of-
ten labour-intensive. But the reward is in seeing people 
wear and cherish pieces that are made to last.

In a culture dominated by disposable fashion, Kinna 
Sohna offers something different – clothing meant to 
be loved, cared for and passed down through genera-
tions.

Kinna Sohna owner Sartaj Kaur stands inside her Stratford 
boutique, surrounded by the handcrafted, fair-trade gar-
ments and textiles she designs and sources from artisans 
across the world.

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Independent Reporter
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As of 2027, after next year’s municipal elections in all 
four of the county’s lower-tier municipalities usher in new 
councils, members of Perth County council will begin see-
ing an increase to their base pay.

Based on a market review of pay for the wardens/mayors, 
deputy wardens/deputy mayors and councillors of 11 com-
parator municipalities – Lambton, Lennox and Addington, 
Dufferin, Grey, Bruce, Middlesex and Peterborough coun-
ties, as well as all four of Perth County’s lower-tier munic-
ipalities – Marianne Love of ML Consulting recommended 
the county increase the base pay for warden, deputy warden 
and councillors to the 45th percentile of its comparators – 
the same percentile target used by the county to adjust pay 
for non-union management staff.

“The 45th percentile is … the dollar amount where 55 per 
cent of the (comparator pay) values are above and 45 per 
cent are below,” Love said. “So, this is not the highest, this 
is not the lowest, it’s not the middle; it’s below the middle 
of that group. … The base-pay rates for the council elected 
officials in the County of Perth are low, and it’s something 
for council to consider as you move into the next year of 
council.”

In 2025, the warden is paid a base salary of $31,614 and 
councillors are paid $14,490 with no distinction for the po-
sition of deputy warden. Following her remuneration re-
view, Love recommended increasing the warden’s base pay 
to $39,606 plus inflation and cost of living adjustments (a 
25 per-cent increase); increasing the deputy warden’s pay 
to $25,114 plus inflation and cost of living (a 73 per-cent 
increase); and increasing councillor pay to $22,771 plus in-
flation and cost of living (a 57 per-cent increase).

While councillors saw the need to increase council pay, 
each spoke in favour of reducing the impact of a council 
pay increase on the taxpayer, opting for a phased-in ap-
proach from 2027-2029.

“It probably does need to be adjusted and, if you’re going 
to adjust it, I think you have to phase it in over a period of 
time; I don’t think it’s something you can do in one or two 
years,” said Coun. Walter McKenzie, who represents West 
Perth on county council. “I think you have to phase it in 
even over a whole term of council. There’s no question, as 
it’s been said, (Perth County has) the lowest (pay) of all the 
(comparator) counties, so that tells you something. 

“I think to continue to get quality representatives on 
council, you’ve got to (pay them) properly.”

Ultimately, council voted in favour of the pay increase 
beginning with 50 per cent of the total increase in 2027 to 
bring council pay in Perth County closer in line with other 
counties, and then 25 per cent of the increase in 2028 and 
the final 25 per cent in 2029. Council opted to phase the 
pay increase over three years instead of the four-year term 
of lower-tier councils so the increase will be fully imple-
mented before the next review of council pay set for 2030.

Though Love did not recommend any increases to coun-
cil benefits, allowances and meeting or event per diems, 
councillors had a few suggestions of their own.

“The professional development (allowance) was set 
maybe 10 years ago next year, in 2016, and obviously, 
the hotel rates, the registration rates have increased,” said 
Coun. Jerry Smith, who represents Perth East on county 
council. “That would be the spot where I think an increase 
would be needed.”

“I think if we increase anything, I would like to see the 
per diem increase if we go to an event because for all of us, 
especially if you work for another person, if you give up 
that pay and if you have a family, some of the councillors 
can’t afford to do that,” added Coun. Rhonda Ehgoetz, also 
a representative of Perth East. “If they only get, say, $130 
from us or $240, whatever it is, they’re actually leaving 
their full-time job. They’re making, I’m sure, more at that 
job in that same time period. I’m wondering if we should 
just be upping that.”

Currently, the warden is provided a maximum of $6,000 

per year and councillors are given a maximum of $4,000 
per year toward professional-development costs. All mem-
bers of council are offered per diems for conferences, 
workshops and other training events at $210.18 for a meet-
ing that lasts over four hours and $138.84 for meetings un-
der four hours.

Council voted to have staff review the professional de-
velopment and per diem rates with Love’s assistance to de-
termine potential increases to both. 

Phased-in approach to begin with new slate of councillors in 2027

Perth County council approves phased-in pay raise for 
warden, deputy warden and councillors
GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 
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More than $7,000 raised by the St. Marys Memorial 
Hospital Auxilliary in October 

We surpassed our goal! Our three 
fundraising events in October raised 
over $7,000, which enabled the St. 
Marys Memorial Hospital Auxiliary to 
fulfill our commitments for 2025. A big 
thank you to all who supported the bake 
sale, The Stitch Market and the Bingo.

Due to the reasonable weather recent-
ly, DDB Carpentry has been able to 
erect the new siding and has the window 

framing in place on the gazebo, ready 
for a spring 2026 opening. This project 
has been generously supported by the St. 
Marys Healthcare Foundation and a do-
nor from the community.

The Auxiliary’s other commitment 
was the negative pressure wound vac, 
which is a medical device that uses con-
trolled suction to help heal wounds by 
creating a moist, protective healing en-
vironment. The machine speeds up the 
healing process for chronic, acute and 
surgical wounds.

With the generous support of Jack-
son’s Pharmacy, the Auxiliary was again 
able to replenish the patient care kits 
which provide toiletries for in-patients. 
Jackson’s also donated another basket of 
cuddly stuffies, which are given to chil-
dren waiting in the ER who may need 
extra comfort.

Plans are percolating for more ways 
to benefit our hospital in 2026, and our 

new members are sharing some exciting 
new fundraising ideas! Watch for more 
updates. Best wishes for a very Merry 
Christmas from the St. Marys Memorial 
Hospital Auxiliary.

For updates on fundraising events or 
to become a volunteer, follow the Aux-
iliary on Facebook at The Boutique at 
St. Marys Memorial Hospital or email 
smmhauxiliary@gmail.com.

Peter Westelaken and Eddie Powers of DDB Carpentry have 
been taking advantage of the good weather to work on the 
hospital’s gazebo.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

St. Marys Memorial Hospital Auxiliary members Joyce Mulholland, Colleen Smith and Vivian Reid are with Arlene Lanting, 
manager of the hospital’s inpatient and ER department, displaying the negative pressure wound vac.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

JANIS FREAD

Contributed Article

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM

226.261.1837heather@granthaven.com

Wondering how local media 
can help grow your business? 
Let me help tailor a 
customized marketing plan 
for your business goals. 

Woodstock Ingersoll EchoSt. Marys Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Goderich SunSTRATFORDTIMESThe Paris Independent
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St. Marys Buick GMC wants to make the season brighter for children
by collecting toys for the Salvation Army Toy Drive.

Bring your unused toys or make a donation to help support local families.
We'll be collecting toys until December 8th.

Drop off location

449 Queen St. E.

449 Queen Steet West
519-284-3310

stmarysgm.com
0% FINANCING

IS AVAILABLE ON REMAINING 2025 MODELS

LOCAL VEHICLE
ACQUISITION PROGRAM

SELL US YOUR CURRENT
TRUCK, CAR OR SUV

IN 20 MINUTES!!!
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

- VALUATIONS ON THE SPOT

LOCAL USED VEHICLES WANTED

RECEIVE A

$250 SERVICE CREDIT WITH ANY VEHICLE PURCHASE
(IF YOU TRADE IN YOUR LOCAL VEHICLE)



St. Marys Independent 18 Thursday, November 27, 2025

Not ok.
He told her if she left,  
she’d have nothing.

Visit itsnotok.ca to 
understand the signs of 
abuse and how you can help.

Rae Announces over $10 million for local municipalities 
through Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund

Combined, communities in Perth-Wellington will re-
ceive more than $10 million through the Ontario Mu-
nicipal Partnership Fund (OMPF) for 2026, Perth-Wel-
lington MPP Matthew Rae announced in a press 
release.

Included in this funding is an increase of over 
$700,000 from the 2025 OMPF. The OMPF is the prov-
ince’s main general assistance grant to municipalities.

“The Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund provides 
funding directly to our local municipalities, which can 
use the money to address pressing local needs,” Rae 
said in the release. “I am proud that our government 
understands the importance of rural Ontario. This in-
creased investment into our municipalities will provide 
them with the support they need to build our communi-
ties and attract new investments.”

The municipalities in Perth-Wellington will see an 
average increase of over 7.5 per cent in their funding 
allocations this year. As detailed below, St. Marys will 
receive $673,300 – up from $624,300 this year (an 
increase by 7.8 per cent) – and Perth South will get 
$490,700 – up from 455,800 this year (an increase by 
nearly 7.7 per cent).

For 2026, the OMPF will include an additional in-
crease of $50 million to provide a total of $600 million 
in unconditional funding to 388 municipalities. The 

$50-million enhancement will be targeted to small, 
northern and rural municipalities and those with a lim-
ited property tax base. This funding will assist mu-
nicipalities in providing critical municipal services to 
people across the province.

Ontario has been steadily increasing support to mu-
nicipalities. From 2019-2024, key provincial support to 
municipalities grew by over 45 per cent. In 2024 alone, 
the government provided over $10 billion to Ontario 
municipalities through key transfers, which include an 
additional $1 billion through the Ontario Community 
Infrastructure Fund (OCIF) over five years starting in 

2022, nearly $654 million annually through the Home-
lessness Prevention Program (HPP) and almost $380 
million to help 102 municipalities improve local transit 
through the 2024-2025 Gas Tax program.

The province is working with municipalities to build 
more homes for people and families. Ontario has in-
vested over $2 billion in critical housing and commu-
nity-enabling infrastructure through the Housing-En-
abling Water Systems Fund  and  Municipal Housing 
Infrastructure Program, complementing support al-
ready being provided through the Building Faster 
Fund.

2026 OMPF funding as provided by the Ontario Ministry of Finance. (CONTRIBUTED IMAGE)

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT

Staff Contribution

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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From the council 
chambers to the kitchen

Annual Toy Drive held at 
St. Marys Canadian Tire

On Nov. 3 the community dinner was held at the St. Marys United Church with Mayor Al 
Strathdee and the town councillors providing a lovely meal assisted by volunteers. Pictured 
are Lorrie, Abby, Mayor Strathdee, Councillors Luna and Craigmile, Deputy Mayor Aylward, 
Sarah, Daniel, Shirley and Jenny.

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTO)

On Saturday, Nov. 15 the Salvation Army, in collaboration with the Stratford Police Service, 
held its annual toy drive at the Canadian Tire in St.Marys. Pictured left to right are Michael 
Tigani, foodbank support worker; Raelynn Marshall, family services worker; Const. Wanda 
Hughes and Jennifer Morris, Community Family Services manager.

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTO)
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St. Marys Craft Show a resounding success

The St. Marys Craft Show was held on Nov. 15 with over 60 local and regional artisans par-
ticipating. Pictured are Dorothy and Terry Davis who have been working with glass for over 
30 years. They have made everything from stained glass lights, angels, Santas, suncatchers 
and many other custom-made items.

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTO)

Many people from the Friendship Centre spend their time knitting, crocheting, and making 
crafts to put in this show. All the proceeds are donated back to the Friendship Centre to 
provide for the various programs they have. Pictured are Rose Feinweb, Margaret Teskey 
and Debbie Elming.

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTO)

Stratford police and Perth County OPP launch annual 
campaign against impaired driving

The Stratford Police Service (SPS) and 
Perth County OPP recently joined forces 
to kick off the festive season with their 
annual holiday campaign against im-
paired driving.

On Nov. 20, the SPS and OPP launched 

the campaign throughout Perth County, 
setting up in the City of Stratford, as 
well as the towns of Sebringville and 
Mitchell. This marks the kickoff of the 
annual Festive RIDE (Reduce Impaired 
Driving Everywhere) Campaign that 
runs throughout the holiday season.

During the campaign, drivers should 
expect to see increased police pres-

ence as officers conduct RIDE initia-
tives 24-hours a day, seven days a week, 
in the City of Stratford, Town of St. 
Marys, Municipality of Perth South and 
throughout the entirety of Perth County.

The Festive RIDE Campaign is led by 
the Ontario Association of Chiefs of Po-
lice and is a collaboration with all On-
tario police services to keep roads free 

of alcohol-impaired and drug-impaired 
drivers. 

The Stratford police and Perth Coun-
ty OPP jointly remind everyone to do 
their part throughout the festive season 
and beyond by always driving while so-
ber and never allowing anyone to drive 
while impaired by alcohol or drugs.

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT

Staff Contribution

First Baptist Church of St. Marys
34 Church Street South

Pack your own boxes is back! Choose from a large selection 
of homemade goodies. Cash, credit and debit accepted. 

Doors open at 10am. Arrive early for best selection.

First BaptistFirst Baptist
Christmas Cookie Christmas Cookie 

SALE IS BACK!SALE IS BACK!

10AM - NOON10AM - NOON
SATURDAYSATURDAY DEC. 6TH DEC. 6TH 

FEATURING

First Baptist Church, 34 Church St. South

An Afternoon of Eclectic Music: Folk, Gospel & Country

Stephen Habermehl (Drums, Vocals)
Susie Chin (Keyboard, Vocals)

Lee Pickel (Guitar, Vocals)

- with -
Rowan Pickel (Bass Guitar)

Eliana Pickel (Drums)

SATURDAY
DEC. 6TH 2:30 PM

‘Jorie’s Odds & Ends

92493d�

COUNTRY
CRAFT  SHOW
29
NOV

from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. at Jane Sparling’s 
7101 Cobble Hills Road, St. Marys 

About 1/2 mile south of Highway 7

MULTIPLE CRAFTERS IN ONE LOCATION! 
PERFECT PLACE TO PICK UP A HANDMADE GIFT 

FOR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES!
Flannel quilts of all sizes from pet size to full size - many come with a 
decorative pillow, tractor panel quilts, tea towels, mug rugs, potato 

bags, placemats and fabric games!
Custom painted rocks with anything you can imagine! Check out this 

crafter’s website on… www.facebook.com/kcrocks.2025
Warmables, one of a kind flannel baby blankets, Elf on the Shelf 

accessories, and lavender eye pillows
Quilts of various sizes,reusable shopping/gift bags, receiving blankets, 
burp cloths, drool bibs, pillow cases, playing card holders, cell phone 
stands, chap stick/ lighter holders, as well as pocket tissue holders!

Lavender neck warmers, necklaces, earrings, bracelets, rings among 
other things!

Light refreshments available in sitting room. All crafters are able to do custom orders as well… just 
ask if you want something different than what you see at this show!

COME ON OUT AND SEE ALL OF US ON 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH FROM 10-5! 

EVENT IS DOWNSTAIRS. NO WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBILITY.



Thursday, November 27, 2025 21St. Marys Independent

Stonetown Arts hosts 
opening reception for 
annual show and sale

Stonetown Arts hosted the opening reception for its 14th Annual Art Show & Sale Nov. 21. 
The show continues this week at Riverwalk Commons, 84 Water St. S., on Friday and Satur-
day (Nov. 28 and 29) from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days.

(CATHY ATWELL PHOTO)

Apples for sale!

This eye-catching display shows many varieties of apples, pears, and apple cider on sale at 
a booth set up in front of the town hall on Sunday, Nov. 23. Pictured above is Melody Arnhold 
selling some of her honey crisp apples grown and produced by Forest Hill Orchard located 
in Forest, Ont. under the ownership of Rod and Melody Arnhold.

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTO)

THE GROOMER
Grooming Service 

& Pet Sitting
Available

WELLINGTON STREET

GUEST HOUSE

A modern and charming guest house for the
perfect getaway - book your stay today!

255 WELLINGTON ST. S., ST. MARYS
519-284-0036

wellingtonstreetgh.wixsite.com/mysite
wellingtonstreetguesthouse@gmail.com

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6  
Phone: 519.284.4142 | Fax: 519.284.3592 

www.samshomehardware.com

from our current location at 
63 Wellington St. to 588 Queen St.

OUR LAST DAY AT OUR CURRENT 
LOCATION IS DECEMBER 24TH

We will be announcing our new 
opening date soon!

WE ARE 
MOVING!

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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PARK IT. LOCK IT. POCKET.
Over half of stolen vehicles had the keys left inside. 

Know the risks. Don’t be an easy target.

PERTH COUNTY OPP

CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design)
Proactive approach to reduce crime by designing and organizing spaces so homes and businesses are safer and
harder for criminals to target.

Good news! Perth County residents can request a FREE Assessment to identify vulnerabilities in their homes and
receive advice on safeguarding their property. Contact Perth County OPP to learn more! (519) 393-6123

CAMSAFE (Volunteer Registry of Security Cameras)
Volunteer registry aimed at keeping our community safe and informing police if any cameras are available in
the neighbourhood.  

CAMSAFE does not have access to footage or cameras - only basic contact info. Delete your information or
account at any time. Register any cameras with as many or as few details as you wish.  Visit camsafe.ca to learn
more. 

PERTH COUNTY OPP

Non-Emergency Line: 1-888-310-1122

Making kids’ ER visits ‘bearable’

Riddhi Patel and Marcy Taylor received some more teddy bears at the St. Marys Memorial 
Hospital ER department. The bears are donated throughout the year from the Teddy Bear 
Reunion that takes place every August. The money raised from that event supplies the hos-
pital with these cute stuffies to help a child’s visit to the ER be more calm and bearable.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Christmas teddy bears have arrived at Cascade Cleaners. All the proceeds from the bears 
goes toward the Teddy Bear Reunion, which raises money to buy teddy bears for the hos-
pital. A draw is being held at Cascade Cleaners for a large Teddy Bear. For details pop into 
the store and see Marlene.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)
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Santa comes to Stonetown

The hour-long Kinsmen Santa Claus Parade was a huge success with people lining the route along James Street South and into the downtown area. Pictured upper right is Clara Marcaccio 
waiting patiently for the parade to start.

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTOS)

Get your 

free
menu!

Every day, open your freezer to over 200 meals 
made especially for seniors, 
delivered for free* with no contracts.

Locally owned 1-877-404-4246
HeartToHomeMeals.ca
*Some conditions may apply.

Busy days, any day. 
Delicious is always on hand.
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St. Marys Independent SPORTS
U13 A Boys take home gold at Collingwood Silverstick

The St. Marys Firefighters U13 A 
Boys St. Marys Rock captured gold at 
the Collingwood Regional Silver Stick 
Nov. 13-16.

With the win, the Rock will com-
pete at the International Silver Stick in 
Michigan in January.

Throughout the tournament, the Rock 
did well under plenty of pressure and 
displayed a strong compete level, with 
head coach Merlin Malinowski high-
lighting the team’s ability to overcome 
adversity.

“The boys were tested on the weekend 
for sure,” Malinowski told the Indepen-
dent. “We had some close games, which 
we hadn’t had too many of this year. It 
was nice to see them face that adversity 
and overcome it. They didn’t panic and 
they played well under pressure.”

Malinowski also praised the team’s 
depth for bringing a well-rounded game 
up and down the lineup.

“We have three equal lines where 
you are never nervous to send one out 
because they’re just so well balanced,” 
said Malinowski. “We have six really 
good defencemen who defend extreme-
ly well in their own end and move the 
puck quickly and accurately to the for-
wards.”

St. Marys faced the Waterloo Wolves 
in the semi-final, and the Rock quick-
ly got out to an early lead with Charles 
Coppins scoring five minutes before the 
end of the first. Waterloo fired back in 
the middle of the second, but with the 
clock winding down in the period, St. 
Marys struck back with captain Keaton 
Ward restoring the lead for the Rock 
going into the third period.

The Rock wasn’t just scoring but 
playing elite defence with strong goal-
tending to back it up. Different players 
were showing up at different moments 

for St. Marys, a theme Malinowski em-
phasized.

“There were so many moments of dif-
ferent guys at different times stepping 
up and making outstanding plays. I 
could list every one of them, they all did 
it, and there were times where Matthew 
(McCarthy) made a big blocker save in 
the finals. Every game, it seemed to be 
somebody else stepping up and playing 
an awesome game; everybody played 
well.”

In the third, the momentum continued 

as Myles Havens gave the Rock their 
third goal of the contest, which proved 
enough as the Rock took down Water-
loo 3-2 to advance to the final.

St. Marys faced the Southeast Surge 
in the gold-medal game, which started 
off a little shaky for the Rock, which 
went down 1-0 early in the first period. 
The Rock had a hard time getting past 
the Surge’s goaltending, but eventually, 
they fought back as Nicholas Simons 
scored to tie the game at one apiece.

From there, the Rock added another 

goal on the powerplay from Talan Ward 
as the game turned fully in St. Marys’ 
favour. Havens scored an insurance 
goal in the third period, and the Rock 
took the game by a score of 3-1.

Malinowski praised the team’s com-
posure, positivity and mindset dis-
played in the final.

“We fell behind, but we had no sense 
of panic,” Malinowski said. “I thought 
after the first six or seven minutes that 
we were the better team and we had the 
puck most of the time. It was three lines 
all contributing and playing hard, stay-
ing positive and playing as a team out 
there.

“What was scaring me a bit was the 
other team’s goaltending, as he was 
stopping everything. I was wondering 
if we were ever going to break through 
on him, but we did with the two goals 
on the powerplay in the second period. 
Up until then, I thought it would just 
be a matter of time until we beat that 
goalie. It just lifts the whole bench and 
gives you some momentum, and that’s 
the biggest thing when you can see you 
can get one by him. It puts more spring 
in your step.”

The pressure of being the top-ranked 
team going into the tournament never 
caused St. Marys to fold as, like a dia-
mond, the pressure made the team spar-
kle. Malinowski credited the team for 
their ability to handle the pressure.

“What I really was impressed by was 
that they played under that pressure and 
stayed as a group,” Malinowski said. 
“They didn’t fragment and go in differ-
ent directions; they stayed together and 
stayed positive with one another. That 
was the big test on the weekend, and we 
hadn’t faced that. So, for them to play 
under that pressure in a tournament 
where everyone was set out to get them 
as the number-one-ranked team in the 
province was good to see.”

The St. Marys Firefighters U13 A Boys St. Marys Rock took the championship banner at the 
Collingwood Regional Silver Stick Nov. 13-16. Pictured laying on the ice, from left to right, 
are Matthew McCarty and Luke Savile. Pictured kneeling, from left, are assistant coach Deon 
Keller, Myles Havens, Gavin Santagapita, Theo Keller, Joey Brown, Attley Ehgoetz and Talon 
Nov. In the third row, from left, are goalie coach Harper Murrell, Jax Parsons, Nick Simons, 
Talan Ward, Owen Robertson, Emmett Parkinson, Keaton Ward, Liam Showers, Charles 
Coppins, Hudson Monteith, assistant coach Jonathan Ward and trainer Jeremy Savile. In the 
back row, from left, are assistant coach Mark Monteith and head coach Merlin Malinowski.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter
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Maximize your 
return.

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions Donna L. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4

519-273-1633    franklinehinz.com

Community Liaison Committee
The next Community Liaison Committee Meeting will 

be held on Thursday, December 11th at 6:00pm at the 
St. Marys Municipal Operations Center. Members of 

the public who wish to observe are welcome to attend.
Residents who wish to speak in front of the Committee 

may submit a detailed request in writing to the 
Committee. The request will be considered by the 

Committee and approved prior to the meeting. 
Please submit all requests, questions, and concerns 

for the meeting to kara.pelissero@vcimentos.com by 
Tuesday, December 9th at 10am.

U11 A Boys take gold at Welland tournament

The Social Thirty-One U11 A Boys 
St. Marys Rock earned the top prize 
at the Welland Little NHL tournament 
Nov. 14-16.

Head coach Mike Johnson told the 
Independent the team displayed an im-
pressive composure in a boisterous en-
vironment.

“We were playing in some small rinks 
with a lot of distractions, and they 
showed a lot of mental toughness and 
perseverance,” said Johnson. “There 
were hour-long delays, inconsistent of-
ficiating and playing in the home rink of 
the team we played in the finals, which 
made it a pretty loud, chaotic environ-
ment, but they were able to overcome 
all those distractions and get the job 
done. They really are starting to mature 
and show some of those characteristics 
of resiliency and mental toughness and 
not giving up when things get tough.”

That maturity, according to Johnson, 
was also displayed in individual mo-
ments throughout the weekend.

“Lincoln (Jennings) had a great back-
check which was a game-saver in the dy-
ing second of our third game,” Johnson 
said. “They were getting what looked 
like an odd-man rush off a broken play 
in the offensive zone, and he hunted 
the puck down, and the guy didn’t get 
a shot off. Then, Nico (Thompson) had 
another back check like that in the fi-
nal game. They were key because they 
showed they understood the importance 
of that little detail. Those two knew that 
was needed from them at that moment, 
and they committed to it and gave every 
ounce of energy they had to do it.”

The Rock took on the West Sene-
ca Wings in the semi-final, with the 
Wings jumping out to a 1-0 lead with 
the only goal of the first period. How-
ever, an explosive second frame saw St. 
Marys get three unanswered goals to go 
up by two heading into the third. Rhett 
Parksinon tied the game for the Rock at 
the 8:47 mark of the second before Ash-
ton Ropp and Everett Crummer found 
the back of the net. Ropp later added his 
second of the game midway through the 
third, and Elliott Maddock backstopped 

St. Marys to a 4-1 win.
Johnson explained how their netmind-

er helped get them through a rocky first 
period before the Rock settled into the 
game.

“We were a little f lat coming out,” 
Johnson said. “It was a morning game, 
out of town at a hotel, so you can imag-
ine they didn’t necessarily get the sleep 
they’re used to, and so we were a lit-
tle bit f lat getting started, but Elliott 
(Maddock) made some huge saves in 
the first period to keep us close, and 
then we really got rolling in the second. 
We just skated the other team right out 
of the rink.”

According to Johnson, strong offen-
sive-zone pressure by each forward line 
coming out of the gate in the second got 
the team rolling.

“The line of Ashton (Ropp), Everett 
(Crummer) and Tucker (Posthumus) 
had a forechecking shift that really set 
the tone. Then, Kyle (Johnson), Bode 

(Keller) and Rhett (Parkinson) followed 
it up with another good forechecking 
shift, and then Lincoln (Jennings), Nico 
(Thompson) and Owen (Simons) fol-
lowed it up right after. Once all three 
lines all rolled through, it just built 
from there.”

The win over West Seneca earned the 
Rock a spot in the gold medal game 
against the host Tigers from Welland. 
With just under nine and a half minutes 
left in the first, Kyle Johnson got the 
Rock out to a 1-0 lead, a goal that held 
up as the eventual game-winner thanks 
to what the bench boss called goalten-
der Ryan Pickel’s best ever game.

“Ryan (Pickel) got through that whole 
tournament without allowing a goal, 
which was pretty special,” Mike John-
son said. “Ryan was just laser focused. 
Any time there was a mess in front of 
him, he covered it up and gave up no 
rebounds. It was just easy and relax-
ing, no anxious moments on the bench 

because everything that hit him was 
swallowed right up. He was in absolute 
control.”

Kai Sherwood added an insurance 
marker in the second frame as the Rock 
cruised to a 2-0 victory.

Mike Johnson credited both the 
team’s defencemen and the centres for 
playing pivotal roles in getting the win 
in the championship game.

“They were really shutting things 
down and moving the puck well, which 
created a lot of opportunities for us of-
fensively. Our defenders, Jack (Ander-
son), Myles (Avey), Logan (Masselis) 
and Kai (Sherwood) have been working 
really hard at what we’ve been trying to 
get them to buy into in terms of the de-
tails of footwork, positioning and com-
munication. We really ask them to be 
offensive catalysts by getting the puck, 
getting their heads up and making 
plays, and they’re really doing a great 
job of it.

“Our centremen were massive in 
the finals,” Mike Johnson continued. 
“They just dominated in the faceoff cir-
cle. The team we were playing was try-
ing to run a couple of set offensive-zone 
plays that they’d had success with in the 
tournament, and our centremen really 
committed to doing what they needed 
to do to lock that down.”

Mike Johnson reflected on the tour-
nament, noting some impressive growth 
in the team’s shorthanded play.

“Penalty-killing for us has been a 
challenge all year, and we got that test-
ed quite strongly in two of the games, 
especially, but we did well. We got 
some key saves when we needed it and 
the players are buying into the system 
we’re asking them to play and start-
ing to understand it, which says a lot 
for 10-year-olds when you start asking 
them to think about a little bit of struc-
ture out there.

“We have a mantra – ‘protect the 
house’ – and we call the puck a bomb, 
and we don’t want the bomb in our 
house,” added Mike Johnson. “We’ve 
got a little structure built up around that 
little metaphor, and the kids all seem to 
understand it and work towards it, and 
it’s starting to work.”

The Social Thirty-One U11 A Boys St. Marys Rock won the gold medal at the Welland Little 
NHL tournament Nov. 14-16. Pictured in the front row, from left to right, are Ryan Pickel and 
Elliott Maddock. In the second row, from left, are Owen Simons, Kai Sherwood, Kyle John-
son, Jack Anderson, Lincoln Jennings and Nico Thompson. In the third row, from left, are 
Tucker Posthumus, Logan Masselis, Rhett Parkinson, Everett Crummer, Bode Keller, Myles 
Avey and Ashton Ropp. In the fourth row, from left, are Scott Crummer, Mark Jennings, Mike 
Johnson, Jaden Ropp and Mitch Watt.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter
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Photos with Santa
Photos by Jayne Fuller at The Flower Shop and More Ltd.

Proceeds donated to the St. Marys Library Pantry. (Shop St. Marys this Christmas 
- extended hours every Thursday evening for businesses through St. Marys! 

147 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON | 519.284.1391

Thursday, November 27th 5 - 7pm Thursday, December 4th 5 - 7pm

Thursday, December 11th 5 - 7pm Thursday, December 18th 5 - 7pm

2 DIGITAL PHOTOS FOR JUST $15

Lincs upset by Cyclones; take Sugar Kings to the limit

Despite dropping two straight games, 
it’s hard to imagine the St. Marys Lin-
colns having two more different games 
than they did on Nov. 21 in Listowel 
and Nov. 23 in Elmira.

After walking into Listowel and hav-
ing one of their best outings of the sea-
son on Nov. 16, picking up a 4-0 win, 
the Lincolns were on the receiving end 
of a 4-0 shutout at the hands of the Cy-
clones, in a game head coach Jeff Brad-
ley called “a complete no-show.”

“Nothing went right,” Bradley told 
the Independent. “The game prior (on 
Nov. 16), I thought, was one of our more 
complete games of the season. Then a 
week goes by and we show up (on Nov. 
21), and we were there in person, but we 
didn’t even have a handful of guys who 
wanted to play that game. It was incred-
ibly disappointing. Not a single part of 
our game was in order.”

A scoreless first period was followed 
by a three-goal second period by the 
Cyclones, with Jack O’Donnell scoring 
less than two minutes into the middle 
stanza. Bradley Wilhelm and Clark de-
Boer also scored in the second, with 
Dylan Szymanowski finding the back 
of the net in the third. Goaltender Ethan 
Kowatsch made 28 saves to earn the 
shutout, and former Lincoln Thomas 
Paleczny earned a pair of assists.

Bradley gave full marks to the Cy-
clones, who were exactly as tough as 
the Lincolns knew them to be.

“We didn’t respect our opponent,” 
said Bradley. “We thought we’d roll in 
there and beat the 11th-placed team. We 
spoke about it in our pregame meeting 
that Listowel may not have the roster 
that the Sutherland Cup championship 
team had, but they work hard, they’re 
very organized, they’re very well-
coached and because we owned that en-
tire game a week before, they were go-
ing to do everything they could to win 
that game. I give them a lot of credit; 
they played great and we could not get 
a single thing going.”

In the dying moments of the game, 
Lincs’ captain Chase MacQueen-Spen-
ce inadvertently hit Paleczny into the 
boards from behind, earning a one-
game suspension. Defenceman James 
MacGregor missed both games due to a 
two-game suspension, stemming from 
a late-game hit on Nov. 16.

Great effort in Elmira goes unre-
warded in overtime loss

The humbling defeat to Listow-
el demanded a big response 48 hours 
later when the Lincolns took on the 
high-powered Elmira Sugar Kings, and 
while the Lincolns ended up falling 3-2 
in overtime, Bradley was thrilled with 
his team’s performance.

“I absolutely loved the way we 
played,” Bradley said. “Right from the 
start, we came to play and that started 
with Lincoln (Moore), Owen (Voort-
man) and Devun (Colebrook). That line 
with (Jacob) Montesi and (Owen) Kalp 
set the tone for the next shift. Lincoln 
went out and hit a guy, and then Devun 

hit a guy, and Owen hit a guy. It just set 
the tone for the next shift, which was 
the (Ryan) Hodkinson line, and they 
continued it and it was just one good 
shift after another.”

The Lincolns controlled the majori-
ty of the play throughout the game and 
opened the scoring at the 7:39 mark of 
the first when Oliver Lacko put home a 
rebound after a strong wraparound play 
by Hodkinson, who earned an assist 
along with Kalp.

In the second, Alex Rossi fired a 
long-range shot that snuck by the glove 
of Brogan Colquhoun, who was other-
wise sharp with 28 saves on the night.

Ryan Cornfield made his mark against 
his old team when he jammed home a 
powerplay goal to put the Sugar Kings 
ahead 2-1 later in the second. The goal 
came on a five-minute powerplay for 
Elmira, the result of a major penalty 
assessed to Luke McMillan for kneeing 
on Sam Ratcliffe.

Just two-and-a-half minutes into the 

third, Lacko scored his second of the 
night, this time assisted by Ethan Weir 
and Jack Clarke, to tie the game 2-2. 
The game stayed deadlocked until the 
end of the third, sending it into over-
time where another former Lincoln 
came up big as Kyle Morey fired home 
the game-winner.

Bradley talked about the ups and 
downs of the weekend, noting the per-
formance in Elmira reassured the team 
the loss to Listowel wasn’t who they 
were.

“I was talking to Pat (Powers) on Fri-
day afternoon, and we went down the 
lineup and I talked about how much I 
love our team, and then we got beat like 
we did and you’re sitting there Saturday 
morning or on the drive home thinking, 
‘Maybe we’re not as good as I thought.’ 
But then you have a game like we had 
in Elmira, and even though we lost, you 
see how they competed and you feel, 
‘No, we are good.’

“In our pregame meeting, Mike (Her-
man) stepped up and said, ‘There are 
guys underperforming in here, and it’s 
time to step up and do your job,’ and 
they did it, and credit to them,” Brad-
ley continued. “They wanted to win 
that game and they did everything they 
could to do it. I think it’s something we 
can build on.”

The Lincolns now stare down the big-
gest test of their season as they face the 
best team in the entire Greater Ontar-
io Hockey League (GOHL), the unde-
feated Cambridge RedHawks who have 
won all 23 games so far this year, on 
Nov. 28. Bradley said the squad is ex-
cited for the challenge.

“We’re looking forward to getting a 
chance against a top team in the league,” 
Bradley said. “This Friday is a great 
opportunity for us. We showed against 
Listowel that if we are not engaged and 
ready to play, we could lose to anybody. 
We showed against Elmira that when 
we are engaged, we can compete with 
anybody. We’ll put a gameplan togeth-
er, and we know we’re capable of doing 
it, but it’s on the players to execute and 
to do it on a consistent basis.”

Oliver Lacko scores his second goal of the game during the St. Marys Lincolns’ 3-2 overtime 
loss on Nov. 23 to the Elmira Sugar Kings.

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter
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Ethan Cubberley sends the puck towards the net during last Saturday’s Tremblett’s Inde-
pendent Grocer U11 LL Boys Red St. Marys Rock game.

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Morgan Nairn skates in and releases a shot on net during the St. Marys Kinsmen U9 C Girls 
St. Marys Rock game last Saturday.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Sonny Grose rockets a wrist shot on goal during last Saturday’s Radar Auto Parts U9 LL 
Boys White St. Marys Rock game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Tristan McIntosh blasts a one-timer from the wing during last Saturday’s St. Marys Buick 
GMC U18 LL Boys St. Marys Rock game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Liam McCutcheon fires a shot on goal during the Nicholson Concrete U11 LL Boys Blue St. 
Marys Rock game last Saturday.

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Daxton Thistle jams home a goal during the Easy Lift Doors U13 LL Boys Blue St. Marys 
Rock game last Saturday.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)
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Six St. Marys bowlers 
bowl in Provincial 
qualifier Youth Challenge

St. Marys Bowling 
Lanes hosts Fall Fling 
tournament

Pictured from left to right are Rory Brockman, Erin Slaney, Nathan McKeen, Natalie McKeen, 
Bridget Stevens, and Leia Slaney. On Nov. 23, the six St. Marys youth bowlers attended the 
Ontario Five-Pin Bowling Association Youth Challenge at Mike’s Lanes in Stratford. The 
bowlers competed in the five-game scratch format tournament for the opportunity to repre-
sent the Grand River zone at the Provincials at Echo Bowl on Jan. 11. There were 15 boys 
and 25 girls entered in the tournament, with bowlers ranging in age from 12 to 18 years old. 
Nathan McKeen earned a spot on the men’s team, placing third with an average of 206.4. 
Nathan also won a certificate worth $550 to attend Bowling School next July for having the 
second-highest points over average in the tournament. Brockman made the ladies’ team 
again, coming fifth while rolling an average of 198.8. Natalie McKeen, Leia Slaney, and Erin 
Slaney all attended this event for the first time this year, and all bowled their average.  Leia 
placed 14th, Natalie placed 15th, and Stevens placed 22nd.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Pictured from left to right are Sabrina Billing and Jesse Brockman. Billing scored a total of 
970 over four games to win the Fall Fling Strike-13 tournament on Nov. 15 to win the tourna-
ment’s top prize. Billing scored 225 or higher in each of the four games. Scott Rinn came in 
second place with 965, missing the top spot by just five points. Sophie Brockman rounded 
out the top-three finishes, scoring 953.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Baby Faces of 2025
Baby’s Name ___________________________________________________

Male or Female _______________ Date of Birth_______________________

Place of Birth __________________________________________________

Weight (birth) _________________ Weight (now) _____________________

Parent(s) Name ________________________________________________

Siblings (Name[s] & Age) _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Grandparents __________________________________________________

What I Liked best about 2025: (a reply your baby might make)

_____________________________________________________________

EMAIL YOUR PHOTO TO INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM BY DEC 12TH 
AND SEE YOUR LITTLE ONE IN OUR JAN 1ST YEAR IN REVIEW EDITION. 

ONLY $50 TAX INCLUDED
St. Marys Independent

Share the Spirit of Christmas with the

heather@granthaven.com
226.261.1837 | granthaven.com

Get a head start on the season with 
the St. Marys Independent’s 
Christmas Greetings, publishing 
December 18 — a great way to wish 
the community a Merry Christmas 
and thank your customers for their 
support. 

A portion of proceeds will be 
donated to St. Marys Healthcare 
Foundation, helping provide care 
and comfort to local families. 

Don’t wait — reserve your greeting today!

Yes, it’s that time again — 
�ristmas is coming fast!
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COLUMNS

Ask the Arborist
By Joel Hackett  |  519 272 5742 |  jtsquote@gmail.com

Dear Arborist,
What is the best choice for a traditional 
natural Christmas tree?

Thanks, Beth
Dear Beth,
The most common traditional Christmas 
tree is a fir. There are traditionally about 
four different firs you can choose from: 
Douglas, Fraser, Balsam, and Noble. 
In this area, firs are not as common as 
some other trees, so early pioneers 

often would cut down a spruce or 
pine. In more recent times, people are 
avoiding the cut tree, instead using a 
potted tree that is planted at a later time.
Sincerely,
The Arborist
Joel Hackett is a certified Arborist 
residing in the St. Marys area. Currently, 
he spends most of the year running 
Joel’s Tree Service. For contact call 519 
272 5742 or email jtsquote@gmail.com

Kick off the holiday season next week 
with two festive programs at the St. 
Marys Public Library! Both programs 
are free to attend, and no registration is 
required.

Join us at the Library on Tuesday, De-
cember 1 at 6 p.m. for “Star of Bethle-
hem”, a special presentation by Tony 
Martinez on how astronomical phe-
nomena relate to the story of the Star of 
Bethlehem. This program is for all ages. 

Improve your gift-wrapping skills at 
our “Holiday Wrapping Party”! Learn 
simple techniques and creative tips to 
make wrapping any gift a breeze. Sim-
ply come into the Library on Thursday, 

December 4 from 6-8 p.m. or on Friday, 
December 5 from 1-3 p.m. We supply 
the wrapping paper; you bring your gifts 
(2 maximum). This program is aimed at 
patrons 16 and older.

Up This Week
Fri., Nov. 28: Open 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 29: Dungeons & Dragons 

(10 a.m.)
Mon., Dec. 1: Learn to Play Bridge 

(1-3 p.m.)
Tues., Dec. 2: Star of Bethlehem with 

Tony Martinez (6-8 p.m.)
Wed., Dec. 3: EarlyON Play and Read 

(9:30-10:30 a.m.), Mahjong! (1-4 p.m.)
Thurs., Dec. 4: Holiday Wrapping Par-

ty (6-8 p.m.)
Fri., Dec. 5: Holiday Wrapping Party 

(1-3 p.m.)

Straight from the Shelves
LAURA MCASH

St. Marys Public Library

I’ve been doing some intense, highly localized re-
search into that mythical creature known as work-life 
balance. The results? Shocking!

I wanted to find out: What country is the absolute 
best for work-life balance?

Spoiler alert: Neither my beloved Canada nor my 
motherland, Ukraine, is currently sporting the gold 
medal. Apparently, the current Work-Life Olympics 
are dominated by the trifecta of chill: New Zealand, 
Denmark and Norway. 

Since I haven’t lived in any of those places – unless 
you count a very intense seven-hour layover – I have to 
trust the internet on this one. But let’s be honest; judg-
ing a country’s soul while on vacation is like judging a 
fancy cake by sniffing the box. Everything looks rosy 
and shines brighter when you’re not the one paying the 
rent or battling local bureaucracy!

Ukrainians are a deeply resilient and hardworking 
nation, and that is a trait we can be incredibly proud of. 
However, perhaps we can gently examine whether we 
sometimes prioritize the “work” side of the equation a 
little too heavily, leaving the “life” side feeling slightly 
neglected.

This isn’t a critique of effort, but a plea for efficiency. 
As the saying wisely suggests, “Work smarter, not just 
harder.” The goal isn’t to accumulate the most hours 
but to cultivate a balanced approach where we can gen-
uinely enjoy life, no matter where we are. If we can 
find that joy in our home country, it only makes the 
experience of moving elsewhere richer and easier.

I’ve had the privilege of hearing many inspiring sto-
ries from immigrants, and one piece of advice has con-
sistently resonated with me as profoundly wise. “When 
you relocate, prioritize a healthy and supportive envi-
ronment for your family right away.”

There is a common, financially sensible instinct to 
choose the most inexpensive accommodation in a less 
desirable area to save money initially. While this has a 
rational basis, its emotional toll can be immense. Start-
ing life in a new country is already challenging; com-
pounding that stress by residing in a difficult neighbor-
hood can severely impact your peace of mind. It risks 
souring your entire perception of the new country, 
making you feel you’ve made a mistake.

I wholeheartedly agree that protecting your emotion-

al wellbeing and sanity is paramount. We were incred-
ibly fortunate to land in the wonderful community of 
St. Marys. This decision wasn’t ours – it was beautiful-
ly managed by kind volunteers and V.J. Knutson, who 
connected us with a fantastic host family. I never take 
that guided kindness for granted. Had our first experi-
ence been in a much colder or more challenging area, 
our initial view of Canada might have been unfairly 
negative.

We should allow ourselves the grace to live our best 
lives right from the moment of arrival. This positive 
start allows you to embrace new people and experienc-
es with open arms and cheerful energy.

It’s completely natural to move from Ukraine to 
Canada and initially try to carry over old habits and 
approaches. But sometimes, these old ways just don’t 
quite fit the new culture.

While staying connected with your Ukrainian com-
munity is beautiful and essential, closing yourself off 
to the new culture means missing out on the excite-
ment of what you moved for! The thrill of immigra-
tion is embracing new traditions and expanding your 
mentality.

I’ve observed some interesting differences in how fi-
nancial balance is approached.

​I’ve noticed many Canadians I know demonstrate a 
strong, informed approach to personal finance, partic-
ularly concerning investing and contributing to their 
retirement plans. ​It seems like there is an opportunity 

for Ukrainians to benefit from exploring and adopting 
similar financial strategies.

​In my personal experience while in Ukraine, I found 
it simpler to minimize focus on the percentage of in-
come allocated to taxes, though this approach is often 
detrimental to long-term financial health.

​It’s common and understandable that people globally 
express concerns about taxation levels.

​I’ve also noticed the prevailing cultural mindset in 
Ukraine tends to prioritize present-day living over 
long-term financial planning, such as setting concrete 
retirement goals. While understandable, this approach 
may not be the most sustainable for future wellbeing.

​Regarding other European countries, I must acknowl-
edge I am not in a position to offer a fair comparison 
since I haven’t personally navigated their tax systems 
or managed a monthly budget there.

​However, based on the perspectives of friends living 
and working in Europe, it appears that some European 
nations have managed to achieve an impressive balance 
between income and expenditure for their citizens.

Many European countries might have lower average 
salaries than North America.

​But they tend to favour smaller homes and often own 
only one compact vehicle per family. This preference 
for a less debt-heavy lifestyle seems to allow them to 
enjoy a higher quality of life in the present, potential-
ly by reducing the burden of substantial car loans and 
mortgage payments.

​ I must admit, after experiencing Canadian space, 
going back to a one-bedroom apartment would be a 
lovely challenge – I may be happily spoiled now!

The pace of life also varies. In many European cit-
ies, people shop for groceries more frequently at small-
er shops, and Sunday closures often enforce a restful 
pause. This is why a European friend’s first trip to a 
sprawling Costco can be a moment of genuine, albeit 
humorous, cultural shock!

As a transplant, I now find myself adopting the effi-
cient Canadian lifestyle: stocking up the freezer and 
pantry to avoid shopping for a week or more. And 
when it comes to dining out, both cultures love shar-
ing a meal, but Canadians often prioritize efficiency 
with takeout or quick meals – a likely adaptation to the 
amount of time spent driving.

Ultimately, there is no single right or wrong way to 
live. These are simply my heartfelt and gently shared 
observations on the quest for personal balance.

UKRAINIAN CORNER: The immigrant’s first rule; prioritize peace, the budget can wait
ALONA VASYLIEVA

Independent Columnist

A recent newcomer compares the “savouring” lifestyle of 
Europe with the saving discipline of Canada, arguing the true 
secret to work-life balance lies not in a gold-medal country, 
but in prioritizing mental sanctuary over the cheapest rent. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: William Notman: St. Marys connections, part two

William Notman (1826-1891), the famous 19th centu-
ry Montreal photographer, paid at least one visit to St. 
Marys. His studio produced many stunning images of 
natural landscapes throughout Canada and the United 
States, but Notman was also intrigued by technology 
and engineering. In the late 1850s, the Grand Trunk 
Railway had commissioned him to record the construc-
tion of the Victoria Bridge over the St. Lawrence River 
at Montreal. Notman later followed the railway’s prog-
ress westward. In St. Marys in 1860, he photographed 
two other engineering achievements – the high-level 
railway trestles on their limestone pillars over Trout 
Creek and the Thames River. Copies of these two his-
toric photographs are in the St. Marys Museum’s col-
lection. Notman’s 1860 view of the London Bridge can 
also be seen in L. W. Wilson and L. R. Pfaff’s history 
book, Early St. Marys. 

In Montreal by 1860, William Notman was well on 
his way to becoming the best-known photographer 
in the city, at least among the English-speaking pop-
ulation. His thriving studio had expanded into larger 
premises, and he had moved with his wife, Alice, and 
their children into a spacious new house. In 1858, he 
paid the passage for his extended family to come from 
Glasgow to Montreal. William Senior and Janet Not-
man were the parents of eight children – four sons and 
four daughters. William, the photographer, two of his 
brothers, and three of his sisters were born between 
1824 and 1837. Then, after a nine-year gap, Margaret 
Notman was born in 1846 and her younger brother, 
James, in 1849. When the Notman family emigrated to 
Canada, the eldest three daughters remained in Scot-
land, presumably having established lives of their own. 
But William Notman’s two unmarried adult brothers, 
his 12-year-old sister, Margaret, or Maggie as her fami-
ly called her, and nine-year-old brother, James, arrived 
in Montreal with their parents. 

William Notman had a family photograph taken in 
his own studio in 1859. Prints would have been sent 
back to Scotland to assure friends and relatives that 
everyone was happy and thriving. The Notman parents 
are seated in the centre of the photograph with their 
grandchildren, William and Alice’s little girl, Fan-
ny, and baby William, on their laps. Alice Notman is 
also seated, pregnant with her third child, Jessie, who 
would be born in December of that year. The five Not-
man siblings – four brothers and one sister – are stand-
ing behind their parents in the photograph. The three 
eldest brothers tower over the two youngest, Maggie 
and James. Maggie, the only Notman daughter to come 
with the family to Canada, must have been especially 
dear to her parents. She was a favourite of her older 
brother, William, as well. He took many studio por-
traits of her through the early 1860s, tracing her devel-
opment from a child to a young woman. 

The McCord Stewart Museum in Montreal holds 
the Notman Photographic Archives. A large selec-
tion of the photographs can be seen on-line and can 
be searched by topic. We can see that William may 

have used various family members as studio models 
as he worked to perfect certain methods of posing and 
lighting. He also experimented with different develop-
ing and printing techniques. His best efforts created 
a beautiful family album. He took a series of photo-
graphs of his mother, usually seated with an open book 
on a table before her. His father was posed, formally 
dressed, a distinguished retired gentleman. There are 
many photographs of his wife and his own children. As 
his sons grew up, they became photographers too and 
carried on the tradition. 

But among the family photographs he took in the 
1860s, his sister Maggie was his most frequent mod-
el. In 1861, when she was 15, Notman took a series of 
photographs with Maggie dressed for a winter outing, 
wearing a fur hat and fur-trimmed cape. In one pose, 
she is holding a snowshoe, but that photograph is not 
very credible. Maggie was slender and small for her 
age. While she might have been game to try, she does 
not look like someone who would embrace rigorous 
outdoor activities. Photographs of her with a book in 
her hand or a small niece or nephew on her lap are 
more convincing. Another portrait taken in 1864 shows 
her, now 18 years old, looking directly at the camera. 
She seems poised and confident, a young woman who 
knows she is loved and respected, who is looking for-
ward to her future.

Maggie might not have been dramatically beautiful, 
but she was lovely. Her fine features and calm expres-
sion suggest that she was thoughtful and intelligent. 
She wore the fashions of that period with great style – 
high lace collar, tight corseted waist and voluminously 
full skirts. Her hair was drawn back from her face and 
dressed simply. She wore minimal jewelry, perhaps a 
single broach on her collar. At any rate, when she was 

in her late teens, she caught the eye of a young medical 
student at McGill. David Howard Harrison, from St. 
Marys, Ontario, was the son of businessman Milner 
Harrison and his wife, Catherine Howard. The Har-
risons were a prosperous family, and David, born in 
1843, had been educated at the best schools available 
in Canada West at that time. He graduated as a physi-
cian in 1864 and returned to St. Marys to establish his 
medical practice. 

But before David Harrison left Montreal, he stopped 
at the Notman Studio. His portrait, probably taken 
to mark his graduation, shows him seated in a rus-
tic chair, a cane and bowler hat at his knee. He was 
a good-looking young man with wavy dark hair – 
clean-shaven except for very slight side whiskers. It is 
not known how he met Maggie Notman. Perhaps it was 
a chance encounter at the studio, or possibly at church 
or during some social function. However it happened, 
during the next two years, David must have made sev-
eral trips from St. Marys back to visit her in Montreal. 
They were married in that city on April 26, 1866. This 
week’s photograph shows Maggie in her magnificent 
wedding dress. (Try counting the number of ruffles on 
her sleeves!) She was 20 years old but looked younger. 
With the best wishes of the Notman clan, the newly 
married couple took the train back to St. Marys. 

David and Maggie Harrison had seven years of mar-
ried life. Maggie was pregnant five times but only two 
of the babies survived – William Milner Harrison, 
born in May 1870, and little Maggie, born a year and a 
half later in November 1871. More portraits were taken 
during those years at the Notman Studio, during trips 
home to visit the Notman family. In December 1867, 
Maggie’s father died. There are several photographs 
dated that year, probably during Maggie’s extended 
stay to help her mother. She was in Montreal again in 
1871 and again, her brother had her pose in his studio. 
She was never robust, and the previous years of preg-
nancy and loss had taken their toll. Although she was 
pregnant with Maggie, she remained slender and ele-
gant. Her expression was still calm but now included a 
hint of sadness. 

Margaret Notman Harrison did not have very long 
to love and enjoy her little son and daughter. Her fifth 
pregnancy was difficult, confining her to bed. Her 
baby, a boy, was born in April 1873 but lived only 
briefly. Maggie survived her son by a few days, dying 
on April 18, 1873, three days after her 27th birthday 
and eight days short of her seventh wedding anniversa-
ry. In his eulogy, her minister, Dr. Waters of the Pres-
byterian Church, spoke of “the natural amiability and 
loveliness of her character.” He emphasized her great 
faith and her belief that she would meet her loved ones 
again in the “Happy Land.” That might have provided 
some comfort to Maggie’s heart-broken family, but Da-
vid Harrison, now the single parent of two very young 
children, had to go on with his life without her.

NOTE: The Notman photographs held at the McCord 
Stewart Museum in Montreal are in the public domain, 
and the museum encourages people to download them, 
free of charge, to use in whatever research, education-
al, and creative projects they might be helpful. 

In 1866, Montreal photographer William Notman took this 
portrait of his sister, Maggie, before her marriage to Dr. Da-
vid Harrison of St. Marys.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE NOTMAN STUDIOS - MCCORD STEWART 
MUSEUM DIGITAL COLLECTION)

MARY SMITH

Independent Columnist

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later appointment times 
three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

168 SPA
Nails & Waxing

Acrylic/Gel
Shellac

Manicure
Pedicure

Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm., Closed Sunday

Phone 226-661-4168
104 Queen St. E. St. Marys, On. N4X 1A3

FSRA# 10315

Andrew Darling
Mortgage Agent Level 1,  Lic #M25000482

Cell: 226.376.1641 
Email: Andrew.Darling@mortgagegroup.com 

Web: www.andrewd.tmgbroker.com
People do not want to be sold a mortgage, 

they want to be guided. 
“Your Personal Mortgage Shopper”
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In Canada, it’s pretty com-
mon to find a busy hockey 
arena at the centre of town. In 
many British and European cit-
ies, it’s more likely a football 
(i.e. soccer) stadium. But in 
Vienne, a French town on the 
Rhone River, it’s a theatre, and 
the unusual thing is this theatre 
is about 2,000 years old.

The Vienne amphitheatre was 
just one of a number of amaz-
ing Roman finds we explored 
during our visit to Vienne. This 
was a fascinating stop on our 
Viking Rhone River cruise, 
which took us from Lyon to Ar-
les in southern France.

Vienne is a quiet French 
town; its population, listed at 
about 30,000, has been pretty 
much constant for the past 50 
years.

But those 50 years are just a 
short paragraph in a long, long 
story that goes back to an era 
well before Christ. The com-
munity was a key Gallic capital 
until the apparently omnipotent 
Romans arrived around 47 B.C. 
during the reign of Julius Cae-
sar. The Romans made Vienne 
a provincial capital and built a 
great many impressive struc-
tures in the town. What is even 
more impressive is how many 
of them still stand, or have been 

restored, today.
We did a walking tour of Vi-

enne. As is often the case on 
Viking cruises, we were offered 
a choice of a “leisurely” tour, 
a regular tour, or an “active” 
tour. I have to admit that our 
active tour in Vienne was far 
and away the most active of any 
of the thus-named tours during 
our cruise. That’s because 
our guide led us on foot up a 
one-kilometre trek – I swear it 
was at a 90-degree angle – to 
an amazing vantage point over-
looking the town and, most in-
terestingly, the amphitheatre.

Okay, maybe it wasn’t 90-de-
gree tough, but it was worth the 
effort anyway.

The amphitheatre seated 
13,000 people and it is used 
today, for the extremely popu-
lar Vienne Jazz Festival, which 
attracts huge crowds of mu-
sic-lovers each year. A famous 
player who performed here 
many times was Miles Davis, 
and you can find as much Miles 
Davis memorabilia for sale in 
the shops as you do Roman im-
ages.

But reminders of the Romans 
abound. Early in our tour – be-
fore the tortuous trek to the top 
(did I mention that?) – we saw 
still-standing Roman walls, 
aqueducts, drain systems and 
archways. The people of Vi-
enne have created a beautiful, 
park-like garden among ruins 
beside one of the most impres-
sive remaining walls.

We then walked past the 
ground level of the theatre, 
which, from that perspective, 
could only be viewed through 
openings in a fence. Thus, the 
climb to the top of the town.

There, we enjoyed amazing 
views of the theatre, of the 

entire town of Vienne, and of 
the Rhone. We also visited the 
Chapel of Notre Dame de Pipet 
– more of this later.

As we strolled back down the 
lengthy path, our guide assured 
us the best was yet to come. 
Having just seen the impressive 
Roman theatre, that seemed 
unlikely. But it was true. None-
theless, right in the heart of Vi-
enne stands a restored Roman 
temple, an enormous structure 
featuring everything you might 
expect – mighty columns, lots 
of fancy architectural details. 
It’s the Temple of Augustus and 
Livia, constructed at the com-
mand of Roman Emperor Clau-
dius, who ruled Rome in the 
middle of the first century AD. 
And it is breathtaking, espe-
cially as it sits right in the mid-
dle of a modern French town.

There are more surprises 
from the Roman era here, as 
well. I am familiar with Euro-
pean and British roads of to-
day that follow the same route 
as roads built by the Romans. 
They say, if you find a straight 
motorway anywhere in Britain, 
for example, the route was laid 
out by the Romans. In Vienne, 
in a lovely park close to the 
Rhone docks, they have exca-
vated a portion of a genuine 
Roman road; you descend sev-
eral steps to get to that level, 
but then you are free to walk 
in the exact footsteps of Roman 
women and men from the first 
century. Amazing!

Now, let’s make that climb 
back to the top of the town, to 
the height called the Mount Pi-
pet because, in addition to the 
incredible view, this is the site 
of the Chapel of Notre Dame de 
Pipet, an elegant church dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary, espe-

cially connected to the story of 
an appearance of Mary to two 
children. That event – known 
as “Our Lady of La Salette” – 
occurred in a community about 
170 kilometres south of Vienne. 
The Vienne chapel – which fea-
tures statues of Mary and the 
two children – is one of several 
in the region dedicated to this 
“Marian apparition.”

The Christian history of Vi-
enne is almost as old as the 
Roman story; and by the time 
Emperor Constantine convert-
ed to Christianity in 312 AD 
and brought the whole Empire 
with him, Vienne was already a 

place of Christian worship. Its 
first bishop, it is claimed, was 
a disciple of Saint Paul. Today, 
there are churches in Vienne 
whose founding date back to 
the fifth century.

In short, seldom have I visited 
a destination that so immersed 
a visitor in its fascinating his-
tory.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer, and past 
president of the Travel Me-
dia Association of Canada. To 
contact Paul about travel, his 
books, or speaking engage-
ments, email pknowles@gold-
en.net. 

Local residents practice Tai Chi among 2,000-year-old Roman ruins.
(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Walking in the footsteps of first-century Romans

PAUL KNOWLES

Independent Columnist

The Roman amphitheatre, as seen from Mount Pipet in Vienne. The Temple of Augustus and Livia sits in the heart of Vienne.
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Christmas Show, Potluck Dinner 
& 

Annual Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD 
 

ST. MARYS LEGION HALL 
 

 Christmas Flower Show Viewing - 6:00 PM 
 Potluck Dinner - 6:30 PM  

(bring your own cutlery, plate, food contribution to potluck to share) 
 Coffee/Tea provided by St. Marys Tim Hortons 
 Seasonal Entertainment 
 Annual Meeting & Installation of the Board to Follow 

 

Monetary Collection for the Salvation Army 
 

Purchase your 2026 Membership 
and be entered in a draw for a beautiful poinsettia 

 
Makes a Great Christmas Gift!! 

With the past festive weekend 
featuring the Downtown Mer-
chant’s Open House and Santa 
Claus parade, it’s safe to say we 
have officially kicked off the 
holiday season. This naturally 
encourages the desire to think 
about effortless recipes to bake. 
We’re all familiar with classic 
shortbread and gingerbread; 
the following are treats I take 
pleasure in making. 

Rosemary parmesan snow-
flake cookies

‘Tis the season of sweet treats 
but this savoury, crisp cookie is 
a welcome and elegant addi-
tion.

Prep: 15 minutes; Cook: 15 
minutes; Total: 30; Serves: 12

- 1 cup all-purpose f lour
- ¼ tsp salt
- ½ tsp freshly ground black 

pepper
- ½ tsp finely chopped fresh 

rosemary
- ¼ cup unsalted butter, cold 

and cubed

- ½ cup grated parmesan 
cheese

- 2-3 tbsp cold water
- Optional: extra parmesan 

for sprinkling
Method:
- Preheat oven to 350˚ F and 

line baking sheet with parch-
ment paper.

- In a medium bowl, whisk 
together f lour, salt, pepper and 
chopped rosemary. Add cold 
butter and rub it into the f lour 
with your fingers or a pastry 
cutter until mixture resembles 
coarse crumbs.

- Stir in parmesan. Gradually 
add cold water, 1 tbsp at a time, 
until dough comes together.

- Roll the dough out on a 
lightly f loured surface to about 
quarter-inch thickness. Cut 
into snowflake shapes using a 
cookie cutter.

- Transfer cookies to prepared 
baking sheet. Sprinkle with ad-
ditional parmesan if desired. 

- Bake for 12-15 minutes or 
until edges are lightly golden. 
Let cool completely on a wire 
rack before serving. 

Chai tea cookies
Once the dough for this cook-

ie is ready, you can shape it into 
a log and chill or freeze to be 
sliced and baked. Alternative-
ly, wrap in freezer paper with 
a ribbon and have on hand for 
easy holiday gifting (include 
baking instructions)! Troyer’s 
Spices carry a chai tea season-
ing that can make this assembly 

even easier, or you can follow 
the recipe as follows. 

- 1 cup all-purpose f lour
- ¼ cup granulated sugar
- ¼ cup powdered sugar
- 1 tbsp chai tea mix either 

from Troyer’s Spices or the 
contents from several chai tea 
bags.

- ½ tsp ground cardamom 
(optional)

- ½ tsp ground cinnamon (op-
tional)

- ¼ tsp salt
- 1 stick (1/2 cup) unsalt-

ed butter, chilled and cut into 
small cubes

- ½ tsp vanilla extract
Method:
- Place the f lour, sugar, pow-

dered sugar, chai and salt in a 
food processor. If using tea, 
process until tea is pulverized 
and distributed evenly. If de-
sired, pulse cardamom and cin-
namon which will give a more 
pronounced chai spice f lavour. 

- Add butter and vanilla. Pulse 
until a rough dough is formed. 
Scrape dough onto a piece of 
wax or parchment paper. Form 
into an eight-to-nine-inch-long 
log. Wrap paper around the log 
and roll until smooth. Freeze 
dough or refrigerate for at least 
30 minutes. 

- To bake: arrange a rack 
in the middle of the oven and 
heat to 350˚ F. Line a baking 
sheet with parchment paper or 
a silicone baking mat. Use a 
sharp knife to slice the chilled 
or frozen log into one-third-

inch thick rounds. Bake 10-12 
minutes or until beginning to 
brown. Let cool on baking sheet 
for five minutes and transfer to 
a wire rack to cool completely. 

Nutmeg glaze optional:
- 1 ½ cups powdered sugar
- ¼ tsp ground nutmeg plus 

more for sprinkling
- 3 tbsp whole milk or eggnog
Method:
- Whisk ingredients in a me-

dium bowl until a thick glaze 
occurs and spread over centre 
of cookies. 

Chocolate-dipped orange 
palmiers

Makes two dozen.
- 14 oz good quality puff pas-

try, thawed (Perfect Pastry at 
the Flour Mill is where I pur-
chase mine)

- ¾ cup granulated sugar
- Zest from 2 large or 3 small-

er oranges 
- Optional: 4 oz dark or semi-

sweet chocolate
Method:
- Zest the oranges and mas-

sage the zest into the sugar. 
- Sprinkle an even layer of 

sugar on a clean surface, then 
place puff pastry on top. Sprin-
kle orange sugar liberally onto 
your puff pastry, then press 
sugar in with your hands. 

- Slightly roll out puff pastry 
to about 13-by-14 inches.

- Fold longer section in half 
to mark the middle point. 
Then fold each halfway to the 
middle, and then again so the 

two sides nearly meet, leaving 
some space between. Sprinkle 
more sugar on each fold. Fold 
again, then store in freezer for 
30 minutes. 

- Preheat oven to 400˚ F.
- Remove from freezer and 

cut into half-inch thick cook-
ies. Space about two inches 
away from each other on parch-
ment paper (DO NOT use sil-
icone mat for this recipe) and 
bake for eight to 10 minutes. 
Flip with spatula and cook for 
another four to five minutes. 
When you flip, they should be 
golden brown without any ful-
ly caramelized sections. They 
are done when fully brown and 
crispy. Dip in melted chocolate 
and sprinkle with leftover or-
ange sugar. 

EAT AT OUR HOUSE: Holiday baking

LAUREN EEDY

Independent Columnist

Chocolate-dipped orange palmiers 
are a perfect holiday cookie every-
one is sure to enjoy.

(LAUREN EEDY PHOTO)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Are you asleep 

yet?

What question 

can you never 

answer “yes” to?

Lizy Hickmont-Gowan (2.5)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that appears in the paper gets a 

FREE MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
What runs but cannot walk, has a mouth but no teeth, 

and has a bed but cannot sleep?
A river.

There is one word spelled wrong in every English 
dictionary. What is it?

Wrong.

What goes in your pocket but keeps it empty?
A hole.

What has legs but cannot walk?
A chair.

I sometimes run but cannot walk. You follow me 
around. What am I?

Your nose.

What word begins and ends with the E but only has 
one letter?
Envelope.

What do you find at the end of a rainbow?
The letter W. 

I’m taller when I’m young and shorter when I’m old. 
What am I?

A candle.

What is always right in front of you, yet you cannot 
see it?

The future.

What has a tongue but cannot talk?
A shoe.

What is easier to get into than out of?
Trouble.

SAM
Our Pet of the Week is 13-year-old 

Sam. Approximately 12 years ago, the 
St. Marys Vet Clinic was looking for a 
good home for Sam and Al Callender 

offered just that. In exchange for treats, 
Sam is great company for Al.

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is pleased to be the sponsor of the 

PET OF THE WEEK
Falling leaves are fun for pets, but they can hide 
dangers like ticks, sharp objects, and mold. Wet 
leaves are also slippery. Keep your yard clear, check 
your pet after play, and continue flea and tick 
prevention for a safe and enjoyable autumn.

- Word Search -

Worldwide
Donate

Volunteer
Inspiring

Unite
Generosity
Community

Make a difference
Fundraising
Good deeds

Power of people
Give time

Smile
Giving back

GIVING TUESDAY

SPONSORED BY: 
Adult Learning Programs of Perth, Upstairs at the St. Marys Public Library 

(700 Church Street North, St. Marys, ON)   |   Phone: 519.284.4408   |   Cell: 226.374.8231
alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca  |  www.adultlearningperth.ca  |  Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth
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Thorndale News A section within the 
St. Marys Independent

Thorndale Lions Club

Santa Claus Parade
Friday, Dec. 12th  |  Parade Starts at 7pm

Join us at the Community Centre after for: 
FREE Hot Chocolate, Hot Dogs & Popcorn. Photos with Santa. Entertainment & Crafts. 

We will be collecting food donations along the parade route. 
Your contribution is greatly appreciated!

To register a float email John Ross at lionjohn@bell.net

As the Christmas season is fast ap-
proaching, the community of Thorndale 
is a buzz of activity planning for De-
cember. 

On Dec. 1 at 7 p.m., the Thorndale Li-
ons are hosting their annual Christmas 
Bingo at the Thorndale Lions Commu-
nity Centre, which is always fun and 
draws a crowd. 

On Saturday, Dec. 6, the Thorndale 
Agricultural Society is selling tickets 
for the upcoming 2026 Dinner Theatre at 
the Thorndale Library from 10 a.m. until 
noon. The 2026 Dinner Theatre perfor-
mances are scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 
21 (full dinner and play), Sunday, Feb. 
22 (brunch and matinee performance), 
Wednesday, Feb. 25 (show only), and 

Friday, Feb. 27, and Saturday, Feb 28, 
with full dinners by various commu-
nity groups and the play, A Murder of 
Scarecrows, a comedy by playwright Pat 
Cook. For information regarding ticket 
sales after Dec. 6, contact Jackie Mal-
leck 519-461-0218. 

Also, on Dec. 6 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Thorndale United Church is hosting a 
Christmas Day Camp for children in JK 
to Grade 6, where they can explore the 
Christmas story through crafts, games 
and music. Registration is required by 
Dec. 1. For more information, contact 
lighthouse@tzuc.ca.

On Sunday, Dec. 7, at 7 p.m., St. 
George’s Anglican Church is hosting a 
Community Carol Service, recounting 
the Christmas story through song and 
readings. There will also be a social 
time after this service. 

The BGC-rural program in Thorndale 
is holding a Kindness Quest on Dec. 8, 
from 6-8 p.m. for ages eight to 12, pro-
moting character development, social 
connections and positive community 
engagement. Registration is required. 
Visit www.bgclondon.ca/rural for more 
information.  

Sheena Ball, registered massage ther-
apist at Therapy Worx (160 King St.), in 
partnership with the Thames Centre Fire 
Department - Thorndale Fire Station, is 
collecting new unwrapped toys includ-
ing games for the children of all ages. 
These donations can be dropped off by 
Dec. 11 by the Christmas tree upstairs 
at 160 King St., then they will be add-
ed to the Thorndale Fire Station’s efforts 
to collect toys at the Thorndale Santa 
Claus Parade on Dec. 12. All donated 
toys will be delivered to the Dorchester 

Food Bank to be distributed.
The Thorndale Library is hosting a 

Holiday Movie afternoon on Tuesday, 
Dec. 23 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for all 
ages. Bring a drink and popcorn will be 
provided. For information on all pro-
grams at the Thorndale Library, call 
519-461-1150 or email thorndale_staff@
middlesex.ca. 

As for celebrating Christmas, both 
Thorndale United Church and St. 
George’s Anglican Church are each 
hosting a special service on Christmas 
Eve, Dec. 24. Thorndale United’s ser-
vice is at 8 p.m. and St. George’s Angli-
can at 8:30 p.m. All are welcome. 

Thorndale is the place to get in the 
holiday spirit. Check out the community 
calendar for upcoming events at www.
ilovethorndale.ca/events.  

December is a special time at Heeman’s Greenhouse. 
This year, Heeman’s is offering a full lineup of events 
and programming for the community, from hands-on 
workshops to their Merry and Bright Thursday nights 
with the greenhouse coming to life in a true Christmas 
sparkling form.  

At Heeman’s Greenhouse “JOY” wall, guests can 
snap a photo with it and tag Heeman’s.  For every 
tagged photo, the business will donate $10 to Merry-
mount Family Support Centre, up to a maximum of 
$3,000,  supporting local kids in crisis. It is a simple 
way to spread a little joy and give back. 

The Grinch returns to Heeman’s on Dec. 4 from 5-8 
p.m. and staff expect more fun shenanigans again this 
year. On Dec. 11, Heeman’s is hosting carolling in the 
greenhouse from 6-7 p.m. with a local community 
group. 

Heeman’s Winter Workshops continue to grow in 
popularity and have become one of the most exciting 
parts of the season. With new classes, Heeman’s has 
expanded its December offerings for people to em-
brace their creativity and make something special for 
the holidays. 

Heeman’s offers a stellar lineup of more than 60 
workshops in December with many still open for reg-
istration at heeman.ca/workshops.

The community of Thorndale prepares for Christmas

It’s merry and bright at Heeman’s Greenhouse

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

The holiday season is in full swing at Heeman’s Greenhouse.
(NANCY ABRA PHOTO)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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CELEBRATION

Your presence is the best present!

YOU’RE INVITED TO AN OPEN HOUSE FOR

Elaine Stephen Miller's 

85TH BIRTHDAY
Sat. Dec. 6 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Thames Valley Community Centre (77 Ann St.)

OBITUARY

Bridge
Gordon David Bridge passed 
away peacefully after a 
courageous battle, at St. 
Marys Memorial Hospital on 
November 19, 2025, in his 
90th year. 
Beloved husband of Carol 
Anne Reed for 66 years.  
Cherished father of Carolyn 
McAsh, Jeffrey Bridge and 

Brent Bridge. Proud and loving grandfather of Steven 
Bridge and Laura McAsh.  Dear brother of Thelma 
Trask (Morley) and brother-in-law of Lorence Reed 
(Janis), Jane Reed (Bruno Szafran), and Nancy Reed.  
Uncle Gordon to many nieces and nephews. Also 
missed by friends and extended family members. 
Predeceased by infant son Gary Bridge, parents 
Victor and Lydia (Foster) Bridge, sister Shirley Bridge, 
nephews David and Gordon Trask, parents-in-law H. 
Arthur and R. Marie (Chambers) Reed, and brother-in-
law Gregory Reed. 
On August 23, 1936 Gordon was born north of 
Molesworth in Wallace Township, Perth County and 
was raised in a farming community. He was a quiet, 
mild-mannered individual with a love for animals and 
nature. Gord and Carol were married in 1959, and 
while living in Palmerston, Gord worked at Campbell’s 
Soup in Listowel and was a volunteer firefighter with 
the Palmerston Fire Department. 
In 1969 Gord was transferred to the St. Marys 
Campbell’s Soup plant as production and shipping/
receiving manager, retiring in 1996. He was active in 
the St. Marys Minor Hockey Association and the St. 
Marys Presbyterian Church during his middle years. 
Gord enjoyed 30 years of retirement, living a simple 
life in his country home.  His grandchildren were his 
pride and joy, as was his red 2003 Dodge truck.  Gord 
was a Toronto Blue Jays fan and an avid supporter of 
the Toronto Maple Leafs. 
For 45 years, Gord’s labour of love was maintaining 
“The Path”, parallel to the Thames River across from 
his home, for walkers to enjoy. We are grateful for the 
life of Gord ... our husband, father, and grandfather.  
He will always hold a special place in our hearts, and 
we will treasure our memories and the time we have 
shared with him. In his memory, perhaps you might 
stroll along “The Path” or cheer loudly with fingers 
crossed, during a Toronto Maple Leafs game, while 
enjoying a piece of lemon meringue pie - his favourite! 
Thank you to our family and friends for their support 
along Gord’s journey and the medical staff who cared 
for him during his last days. In keeping with Gord’s 
wishes, there will be no funeral service or visitation.  
A private family graveside service will be held with 
interment in St. Marys Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 
those wishing to make a donation in Gord’s memory 
are asked to consider the St. Marys Presbyterian 
Church, St. Marys Health Foundation or the Stratford 
Perth Humane So ciety. Online tributes at www.
hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

Barber
Jim Barber, of Thorndale, 
passed away suddenly on 
November 21, 2025. 
He is survived by his wife 
Jean, married 46 years. Father 
of Lyndsey Barber, and Scott 
Barber (Brooke). Grandpa of 
Steel and Boone. Brother of 
Terry Barber (Vicki), Cheryl 
Barber, Kym Pitvor (Mike) and 

brother-law of Frances Prance (Wayne), Kathy Bilyea 
(Nelson), Janice Stauttener (Bill, deceased), and John 
Major (Cheryl). Also remembered by many nieces and 
nephews. 
Jim was an avid hunter, enjoyed target shooting, and 
was a coach and manager for Junior Rifle, helping with 
many competitions. By trade, Jim drove dump truck, and 
had many friends within his trucking circle. He loved 
Christmas and enjoyed dressing up as Santa. 
Cremation to take place with a Celebration of Life 
at Purple Hill Country Hall (20903 Purple Hill Rd., 
Thorndale) on Sunday, Dec. 7, 2025 from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Memorial donations may be made to Karis Disability 
Services. Online tributes at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

THANK YOU

McGregor
Dear friends and family,
I can not express enough gratitude for all of you 
taking the time to come out and celebrate my 90th 
milestone. In many ways it feels like the years have 
happened in the blink of an eye until you reflect on all 
the life that has happened personally and the changes 
that have happened throughout the society. 
Nowadays, you could have just sent a quick text, yet 
you took the time to come share in conversation, 
laughs and hugs. I will be forever grateful for all the 
well wishes from in person and afar and the memories 
you have given me throughout the years. 
Please remember, it is not how long you have lived, but 
how well you lived that is the main thing. Be present 
with the people you love, for they are life’s greatest 
gifts. 
Love, Georgina (Mom, Grandma and GG)  

FOR HALL RENTALS 
CALL 519.271.5343

Sun. Nov. 16 - Nancy Murphy, Thorold 		  $50.00

Mon. Nov. 17 - Barry Smith, Stratford 		  $50.00

Tues. Nov. 18 - Larry Palmby, Stratford 		  $50.00

Wed. Nov. 19 - Joan Alderman, Lakeside 	 $50.00

Thur. Nov. 20 - Eunice Wolfe, Sebringville 	 $50.00

Fri. Nov. 21 - Harold Wolfgram, Stratford 	 $50.00

Sat. Nov. 22 - Stephan Linthorst, Gorrie 		 $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

IN MEMORIAM

Pearson
In loving memory of my wife, mother, grandmother 
and great grandmother Reta, who passed away 13 

years ago November 29, 2012.
There will always be a heartache

And often a silent tear,
But always precious memories

Of the days when you were here.
We hold you close within our hearts

And there you will remain,
To walk with us throughout our lives

Until we meet again...
Always in our hearts.

With love, from Gord, Nancy, Cindy, Doug and 
families

IN MEMORIAM

Deery
In Loving Memory of Ron Deery who passed 

away Dec. 3rd, 2011.
Those we love don’t go away,

they walk beside us every day…
unseen, unheard, but always near,

still loved, still missed and very dear.
With love, Dianna

HAVE YOU BEEN AFFECTED BY 
SOMEONE ELSES DRINKING?

Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place

1-800-706-9833 or App Available
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HELP WANTED

heating & cooling

309A residential/commercial,  309A residential/commercial,  
all 5 terms welcome to apply.  all 5 terms welcome to apply.  
Term 3 and higher with electrical  Term 3 and higher with electrical  
experience preferred.experience preferred.

Knowledge of tools, practical skills Knowledge of tools, practical skills 
and clean driver’s licence are required.and clean driver’s licence are required.

Please submit your resume to Please submit your resume to 
andyf@formanelectric.com. . 

ELECTRICAL
APPRENTICE

Individuals should be proficient with 
small power tools and have their own 
ride to work. 
Fork lift and Aerial Lift training would be 
an asset.
Must be willing to work all shifts.
Starting at $22 / hour and up
Send resume to jfirby@stonetownfoods.ca

LOOKING FOR SELF 
MOTIVATED, SAFETY 
CONSCIOUS, ORGANIZED 
INDIVIDUALS FOR WORKING 
IN A CONSTRUCTION TYPE 
ENVIRONMENT.

FERN PRIDHAM – Real Estate Broker

519.274.2885
fernpridham@gmail.com

Sponsored by:

Sudoku

Id: 127344

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 31

7 1 2 8
3 4 8 2 5

2 4 1
3 4 8 6 1 2

1 9 4
8 1 5

7 2 5 6
8 3

8

Solution
7 5 1 9 3 2 6 8 4

6 3 4 1 7 8 9 2 5

2 9 8 6 4 5 3 1 7

3 4 9 8 6 7 1 5 2

5 7 2 3 1 9 8 4 6

8 1 6 5 2 4 7 3 9

9 8 7 2 5 3 4 6 1

4 6 5 7 8 1 2 9 3

1 2 3 4 9 6 5 7 8
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Solutions on pg. 39

Licensed 310S
Automotive Technician
If you're looking for more opportunity, 
more training, more earning 
potential—this is your chance.
We o�er competitive pay, benefits and 
a culture built on performance, respect, 
and accountability.
Apply in confidence to:
Kyle Grantham, Service Manager
St. Marys Buick GMC,
449 Queen St W.,
St. Marys, ON, N4X1B7
or email: kyleg@stmarysgm.com

Graholm Farms Ltd.
Graholm Farms Ltd. is looking to hire a 

part time general farm labourer. 
The job will consist of egg gathering, 

general labour, barn cleaning and barn 
checks. Farm experience is preferred 

but not mandatory. 
Mainly weekday work with some 

weekend work required.
Contact us at graholmfarmsltd@gmail.com 

for more information.

Looking 
Back

New Avon Trail
25 years ago (2000)
The Downtown Merchants of St. Marys are trying 

to put some extra kindness into the Christmas sea-
son. This year’s downtown theme is “Be an angel this 
Christmas.” All of the downtown stores were asked to 
have their windows decorated to fit the theme. Each 
store was also asked to donate one gift for the angel 
tree, which will be on display in the window of Ivy’s 
Boutique.

The 1911 CCM motorcycle, a treasure of the St. 
Marys Museum’s collection, spent several months at 
the Canadian Conservation Institute in Ottawa recently 
where a trained conservator spent 860 hours restoring 
the artifact. The bike is now on display in the Museum 
where visitors are welcome to come see it.

50 years ago (1975)
At last Wednesday’s anti-rabies clinic at the Town 

barns, 411 dogs and 296 cats were present for the “cer-
emony”.

The new Avon Trail, officially opened in Stratford 
recently, leads out of St. Marys along Trout Creek to 
Wildwood Lake, then towards Harrington and north-
east to Stratford. The trail is marked by vertical white 
blazes two inches wide by six inches high; double 
blazes denote a change in direction. They are placed on 
trees, posts, and other objects.

75 years ago (1950)
A modern hold-up alarm system has recently been 

installed in the Royal Bank of Canada.
Crosthwaite’s Pharmacy is offering a gift or twen-

ty-five dollars to the first baby born in St. Marys Me-
morial Hospital to a veteran family.

100 years ago (1925)
The young son of William Bailey was knocked down 

by a passing car on Tuesday afternoon while playing 
near the West Ward School and received a bad cut on 
his scalp which necessitated medical attention.

Five local men returned home on Saturday from a 
two-week hunting trip in the Nipissing district. They 
reported a good time, plenty of deer, and lots of snow.

W.N. McMurray of Queen Street West was elected 
president of the Perth County Beekeeper’s Association 
at the annual meeting in Stratford last week. McMur-
ray is a member of the committee tasked with inspect-
ing the hives in the district in order to keep the foul 
brood pest in check.

AMY CUBBERLEY

Independent Columnist

CORRECTION:
A formatting error was published in the story, “Community Christmas 
Dinners gathering donations for fifth year running,” on page 5 of the 
Nov. 20 edition of the St. Marys Independent. In the story, an email 
address was split between two lines and a dash was automatically 
inserted. The correct email address is rachjoneill@gmail.com. 
We regret any confusion this may have caused.

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390

Drop off toys and non perishable goods for the 
Salvation Army anytime after 12:00 pm

NOW OPEN SUNDAY 12-4 PM

NFL TURKEY DINNER DAY
Thursday, November 27th  

Serving at 1pm-??  |  $12/ per plate
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LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL 
IN ST. MARYS & AREA?

Melanie Ritcey
Sales Representative

Local Insight | Professional Service | Real Results

Nu-Vista Premiere Realty Inc. Brokerage - Where your next chapter begins

Phone: 519.495.7718 
Email: melritcey17@gmail.com

www.nuvistarealty.ca

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS IN OUR 

DIRECTORY
Call 519-284-0041 or email us 

at info@stmarysindependent.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 or email
info@stmarysindependent.com 
to inquire about our directory

BARBER EAVESTROUGH REAL ESTATE HOME CARE

INSURANCE

HEAT / COOL

ELECTRICAL

PLUMBING

SEAMSTRESS

SENIORS

TAKE OUT FOOD

WATER TREATING

MUSIC
LANDSCAPING

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL

519.701.8838
eavestrough@sure-seal.ca

Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum

Gutter Guard • Heavy Built
Fascia • Soffit • Trim Bending & More

WES BENNET • ST. MARYS ON

Providing specialized care for:
Stoma - Cancer - Diabetes - Neurological Disorders 

Epilepsy - Spinal Injury
In addition to every day care

Serving St. Marys and Area since 2022

Call 519-301-7791 (PSW1) 
www.cricket-care.com 

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
Give us a call today!

O�ering Insurance Services for:

199 Elgin St E  • St. Marys  ON • 519-284-1900 
inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

ECRA/ESA# 7016671

GREAT SERVICE 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
Full Service Electrical Solutions 

226-921-1739
info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com

Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St., St. Marys

Robson Scrap Metal
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Better Ways For Seniors Ltd.
519.868.3021

don@betterwaysforseniors.com

www.BetterWaysForSeniors.com

BetterWaysForSeniors

Don Ewert

PAINTING

 Painting and Handyman  Painting and Handyman 
in and around St. Marysin and around St. Marys
Call Alex at 519-636-5874
for more information

118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

Mon 
CLOSED

Tues to Thurs 
11-9

Fri and Sat 
11-10

Sun 
3-8

SALES 
SERVICE 
RENTALS

Call Dave for more info 
at 519.349.2040

Linda Vandermolen
Landscape Artist

Weeding, Mulching, Leaf Raking, 
Transplanting small plants
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TREE SERVICE

Trimming, Removals, Stumps, Fertilizing 

JOEL’S TREE SERVICE
519-272-5742

www.joelstreeservice.com

CLEANING

Spotless Cleaning Plus
St. Marys and Surrounding Area

Sheila LeBlanc
519-630-2665
spotless@writeme.com

spotlesscleaningplus.wixsite.com/clean

BE IN THE KNOW! Get the Latest Edition 
Delivered Straight to Your Inbox!

granthaven.com/st-marys-independent

St. Marys Independent

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM

TREE CARE

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE
519-521-9965

Tree & Hedge Pruning & Removal
Utility Line Clearing

Professional Arborist Reports
Urban Forestry Consulting

ISA Board Certified Master Arborist

Keep your dollars in Canada to support 
local businesses and strengthen 
communities.

PUT YOUR 
MONEY  
WHERE 
YOUR 
HOUSE IS  
Keep your dollars in Canada to support 
local businesses and strengthen 
communities.

PUT YOUR 
MONEY  
WHERE 
YOUR 
HOUSE IS  
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SPONSORED 
BY:

McDonald’s St. Marys 
752 Queen St E

Founding and Forever partner of 
Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown 
Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Library events – See Page 30
Friday, Nov 28
- Stonetown Arts show and sale at Riverwalk 
Commons – 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon
- A.N.A.F. meat draw – 6 p.m.
- Holiday light tour begins – View map at 
discoverstmarys.ca/happyholidays
Saturday, Nov 29
- St. James Anglican Church Christmas bazaar – 9 
a.m. to Noon
- Multi-vendor Christmas market at Maple Lane 
Park, 25 Thames Rd – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
- Country craft show at Jane Sparling’s, 7101 Cobble 
Hills Rd – 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
- Stonetown Arts show and sale at Riverwalk 
Commons – 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 p.m.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Cambridge Redhawks at the 
PRC – 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Nov 30
- Multi-vendor Christmas market at Maple Lane 
Park, 25 Thames Rd – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
- Legion bingo – Doors open 11:30 a.m., Play 1-4 
p.m.
Monday, Dec 1
- Community dinner at St. Marys United Church – 5 
p.m., Sponsored by Community Living
- Thorndale Lions Christmas Bingo at Thorndale 
Lions Community Centre – 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec 2
- Giving Tuesday – See Page 27 for a list of events
- Royal Canadian Legion buddy check coffee – 10 
a.m. to Noon
- St. Marys Legion cribbage – Starts 7 p.m. sharp
Wednesday, Dec 3
- St. Marys Horticultural Society show, potluck 
dinner and annual meeting at the Legion – 6 p.m.
Thursday, Dec 4
- A.N.A.F. sausage on a bun lunch – Noon to 1:30 
p.m.
- Flower Shop & More Santa meet-and-greet with 
photoshoots – 5-7 p.m.
- The Grinch returns to Heeman’s – 5-8 p.m.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Sarnia Legionnaires at Pat 
Stapleton Arena – 7:10 p.m.

THE WEEK AHEAD
St. Marys Independent

QUIZ ANSWERS

1. 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
2. Great Dane
3. Gerrymandering
4. Fuselage
5. Algeria
6. Deoxyribonucleic acid
7. Justin Trudeau
8. Berkshire Hathaway
9. Bingo
10. True

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop, 
Fold, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, 
Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For more information: Diamond 
Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

WANTED TO BUY
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.Are you 
downsizing or need an estate clean out? We can help. Call or text 
Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, Pepsi or any 
pop company. Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc. Old 
radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches, old fruit 
jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and signs - Red 
Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture. If you are moving or 
cleaning out stuff please contact me - 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE
Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears, peaches, plums, 
sweet and sour cherries, apricots, nectarines, blueberries, haskapp 
grapes, raspberries, elderberries etc. Lots of spruce, pine, cedars 
for windbreak and privacy hedges. Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers 
ready to go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon-Sat 7:00am 
to 6:00pm. Martin’s Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON 
N0G 2X0 (1 Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line)

FOR RENT
Large three bedroom downtown apartment in classic building. 
Three storeys walk up above Gilly’s. Completely renovated, 
exquisite mahogany panelling, refinished wood floors, fresh 
paint. Includes all utilities. A/C, heat, wi-fi, laundry, parking etc. 
References required. Available Oct. 1st. Call 519-697-4985

FOR SALE
2 cameo back chairs, late 1800’s, burgundy velvet seats, cabriole 
legs $100 for pair OBO. 226-661-0104

FOR SALE
Cabinet Making and Carpentry Machinery for Sale 
Workbench: Maple slab top, oak frame. Top is pre drilled with 3/4” 
holes giving a symmetrical 7 and 3/4 grid. Also bench dogs and 
clamps included. 
General International Machinery: 14” Drill Press, 14” Band Saw, 
15”Thickness Planer (has tools for changing blades), 12” Miter Saw 
with DEWALT Stand, Rockwell/Beaver 9” Table Saw, Router Table 
with guide system, two routers (1 and 1/2 HP and 3.5 HP) 40-50 
router bits, 1/4” and 1/2” Shafts, 10” Radial Arm Saw with wooden 
deck, 6” Beaver Jointer. All of the above are on mobile bases and 
have extra blades. 
Numerous Hand Tools and Accessories: Hammers, Tool Guides, 
Chisels, Bench Dogs, Hold Down Clamps. 
Contact Art at 519-461-0766 for more information

DOG WALKING SERVICES
Need your dog walked? Live in St. Marys? Call 519-200-6210. 
Must be spayed or neutered. Small and medium dogs preferred. No 
pit bulls. $10/half hour.

FOR SALE
2 Burial plots with deed, 2 vaults, gold cross certificate & memorial 
bronze marker. Located in Forest Lawn, London. Today’s prices 
$13,000 - $15,000. Priced at $5,800.00 for a quick sale. Please 
leave message or text at 519-670-7107.

FOR RENT
New ground floor studio apartment for one person. Patio area, 
5 appliances, in-floor heat, and air conditioning. 3 blocks from 
downtown. Small and efficient. References required. Call 519-697-
1925 

SUDOKU ANSWERS

Sudoku

Id: 127344

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 31

7 1 2 8
3 4 8 2 5

2 4 1
3 4 8 6 1 2

1 9 4
8 1 5

7 2 5 6
8 3

8

Solution
7 5 1 9 3 2 6 8 4

6 3 4 1 7 8 9 2 5

2 9 8 6 4 5 3 1 7

3 4 9 8 6 7 1 5 2

5 7 2 3 1 9 8 4 6

8 1 6 5 2 4 7 3 9

9 8 7 2 5 3 4 6 1

4 6 5 7 8 1 2 9 3

1 2 3 4 9 6 5 7 8
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F U N E R A L
H O M E

Helping you design
affordable and personal
services including:

burial
cremation
donation to science
celebrations of life
open houses
religious services

DID YOU KNOW
You can begin pre-arranging

your funeral by scanning
this QR code or visiting

www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca
and clicking on “Resources”

then “pre-arrange online”
to complete a

basic information
form.

 47 Wellington St. S., St. Marys
519-284-2820 | www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

Andrew L.
Hodges

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED HERE FOR 
JUST $10 PER WEEK

Call 519-284-0041 or email us at info@stmarysindependent.com
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