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AROUND THE
WORLD WITH

150 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4
519-284-2332. agent@stonetowntravel.com
5002839

JOIN US ON ONE OF OUR GROUP TRIPS

EXPERIENCE DUBAI
WITH GOWAY

FREE

BALTIC
CRUISE

ON DANUBE
JANUARY 16-27,2026 AUGUST 11-22,2026 NOV. 26 - DEC. 5,2026

RIVER VALLEY

FRIDAY
9 & DINE

9 holes, cart &

dinner $46

(BBQ Chicken Dinner)
Live music with

Mike Mercey

THURSDAY SWINGS
AND WINGS

9 holes, cart & wings $46

519.225.2329

WWW.STONETOWNKARATE.CA

FALL CLASSES

STARTING
SEPTEMBER 2ND

4-6 YEARS

LITTLE NINJAS

KIDS KARATE

ADULT KARATE

CARDIO-KICKBOXING

MARATHON OF HOPE

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Members of the Terry Fox committee and Mayor Al Strathdee raised the Terry Fox flag at the Town
Hall on Tuesday morning. Town Council declared September 7-14 as Terry Fox Week in St. Marys.
This year marks the 45th anniversary of the Marathon of Hope run to find a cure for cancer. This
year the run is taking place on Sunday, Sept. 14 starting at the YMCA. For more information go
to terryfox.org. Pictured, from left, Terry Fox committee members, Anna Doupe, Arlene Callender,

Andrea Macko and Mayor Al Strathdee.

St. Marys council approves master
plan for 14 Church St. N

Town to seck out government grants to help pay for estimated

$4-million capital cost
GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

St. Marys council has put its stamp of ap-
proval on a master plan that will see the
town spend an estimated $4.06 million
to renovate the former Mercury Theatre
building at 14 Church St. N into what staff
are calling a multi-generational communi-
ty hub.

During a marathon council and commit-

COLDWELL BANKER

HOMEFIELD LEGACY REALTY
ST. MARYS, BROKERAGE

tee of whole meeting Aug. 26, councillors
had the opportunity to tour the building
and hear from staff and consultants about
how the building would be used, what it
would look like when finished, how much
construction would cost and what it would
cost to operate the building annually. Fol-
lowing nearly two-and-a-half hours of pre-
sentations, councillors voted to approve the
master plan without any changes or addi-

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

Flag raised in
recognition

of Overdose
Awareness Day

WENDY LAMOND
Independent Reporter

August 31st is the annual International Over-
dose Awareness Day. Mayor Al Strathdee and
outreach worker Jade Orquin were on hand as
a moment of silence was observed and a flag
was raised to remember those that we have lost
to overdose.

The event was organized by Anna Maria Ire-
dale who lost her son Matthew in 2017. She was
joined by some other moms that bravely shared
their stories, each with their own unique histo-
ry but forever joined through grief and support.

Joe Gladding, Peer Outreach worker at
CHMA, told his story of addiction and recov-
ery and how to help people instead of keeping
them down through stigma and prejudice that
come with not understanding.

He suggested things like staying away from
the question, “are you using again? Instead,
ask them “what’s wrong, what’s going on? How
can I help?” Or don’t ask anything, just listen.

Gladding said, “I encourage communities to
try to grow awareness and knowledge about
what this is. It is a mental health struggle. It is
a health problem and a global pandemic. It al-
ways has been. Humans are not without strug-
gle and will always find ways to cope with that
struggle.”

Nobody ever chooses to be an addict. They
choose to do the drugs and know about addic-
tion but never expect to be at that point until
they are there.

Gladding ended his share with “Every sin-

CONTINUED TO PAGE 7

OPEN HOUSE:

Saturday, September 6th - 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

5788 Perth Line 8, Perth South
Price $889,500 | MLS X12278255

Come and explore this private country home recently severed on 1.7 acres
consisting of a renovated Home with 4 bedrooms and 2 full baths. Lots
of upgrades throughout and newly drilled well. This home is in move in
condition throughout. Very quiet setting just east of Kirkton on Line 8.

Contact Broker Ron Morrison 519-272-7666
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COMMUNITY

St. Marys council approves master plan for 14 Church St. N
A

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

tions and gave staff the green light to
begin packaging the project up so it can
be presented to senior levels of govern-
ment for potential grant funding.

“The community has changed a lot,
even in the last 11 years since I’ve been
here, and the reality is the demand and
numbers (for our programming)
sometimes they’re double and triple
(what they were),” Mayor Al Strathdee
said. “What I hear — one of the out-
standing things about this community
— is that we’re innovative and we’re of-
fering programs and trying to build a
sense of community.

“So, yes this is expensive. Every-
thing’s expensive, but the reality is
I think it would check a lot of box-
es (for) people that are squeezed into
other spaces or are unable to be more
creative. ... Take a walk to the (Pyra-
mid Recreation Centre) or take a walk
through the library during the sum-
mertime when the kids are off and the
kids programming is on. There’s lots of
things we could do better at by having
this space. ... We bought the building
with the idea we’re committed to the
downtown economic growth, diversi-
ty, maintaining our heritage. ... I think
we have a real opportunity to make a
very reasonable investment for the fu-
ture that I think people can look back
and say, ‘Man, that was smart because
that’s right in your backyard and look
at all the creative things that have come
as a result of this.”

As was first presented to the commu-
nity and visitors during Doors Open St.
Marys on Aug. 9 and later reported in
this newspaper, the designs for the inte-
rior of 14 Church St. N are meant to pro-
vide flexible spaces for programming
across multiple town departments,
for use by many different community
groups and local businesses, and for
the enjoyment of people across the age
spectrum, whether they’re booking an
office or meeting room, or just drop-
ping in to hang out and connect with
the community.

According to the designs, the build-
ing’s ground floor has been imagined
as a welcoming community space
where residents can congregate and
participate in programming. In the de-
signs, the space includes a lobby and
reception area, a computer nook, a St.
Marys Public Library Maker’s Space,
two sound studios available for use by
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the community, a large multipurpose
room for meetings and events, storage
space, and several washrooms.

On the second floor, the build-
ing design includes a lobby, several
small office/study spaces, an office
and large meeting room/classroom for
adult-learning programs, another large
multi-purpose room that can be divided
into smaller spaces, storage space, and
two washrooms. The office/study spac-
es will likely be transitioned into offic-
es for town staff at some point in the
future when space for additional staff
is needed.

In the plans for the building’s base-
ment, there is even more storage space,
room for mechanical equipment and
another washroom.

“People just felt inspired, and I think
that’s what you want in your commu-
nity,” said downtown service location
review consultant Angela Brayham,
referring to how the building’s designs
were received by the more than 300
people who toured the building during
the Doors Open event. “You want the
community to feel inspired and uplift-
ed and that this is a place where they
can come together.

“ ... If the space was to open tomor-
row, you would have a really active,
engaged, animated community space
that both the municipal staff and pro-
grams would use, but also one that the
community would embrace and wel-
come. We’ve got a lot of flexible, ex-
citing spaces for people to use in mul-
tiple ways, and I think that’s what this
project does; it is a project that inspires
your community.”

To date, the Town of St. Marys has
spent a little more than $1 million to
purchase and renovate the former Mer-
cury Theatre building to where it is
today. To bring it to where it needs to
be to realize the vision that has been
developed by staff, consultants and the
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town’s downtown service location re-
view committee, an additional estimat-
ed $4,060,360 is required.

That cost, which is an early yet “safe”
estimate according to CAO Brent Kitt-
mer, includes just over $2 million in
interior renovations, roughly $830,000
in exterior and structural work — an
eventual roof replacement and the in-
stallation of windows and a proper
stormwater outlet — roughly $800,000
for furnishings and audio-visual equip-
ment, and a $370,000 contingency in
case of any unforeseen expenses.

According to Kittmer, if council had
wanted to proceed with the project im-
mediately, there is just over $1 million
earmarked for the building in the town’s
development charges reserve and the
remainder of the cost could be covered
through long-term debt with annu-
al-debt servicing costs of $150,000.

On the operating side, based on the
assumption the building would be open
to the public from Monday to Thursday
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., on Fridays from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and on Saturdays from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with program space
staffed by the existing employees who
run those programs and the addition of
one new full-time employee and sever-
al part-time employees to run the re-
ception desk during operating hours,
Kittmer estimated the annual operating
cost to be just over $360,000.

That cost, he told councillors, would
represent an increase by roughly two
per cent to the town’s annual property
tax levy.
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“I’'m actually shocked ... at our cap-
ital costs,” Coun. Dave Lucas said.
“Being in the business, I feel I'm com-
fortable with that. I think the project is
awesome. Clearly there’s a use for it at
staff level. I'm excited for the project; I
guess | just come back to the fact that
two per-cent annual increase, if that’s
what it’s going to affect our tax base,
that’s a hard pill for me to swallow as
a taxpayer in this town. ... When you
bring it down to that level, it is a strug-
gle. I want to be forward-thinking, and
I don’t want to get blinded by the num-
bers, but at the end of the day, we’re
responsible to the taxpayer and we need
to explain to them why we can justify a
two per-cent increase outside of every
other increase.

“ ... So, I'm in support of it based on
the idea and I think the money makes
sense. I just ... think we really need to
reach out to different levels of govern-
ment and see what’s available, and say,
‘This is what we’ve got on the table, our
community needs it, we have commu-
nity support. Help us out.” ”

While Kittmer said there aren’t any
existing government funding pro-
grams aimed at support community
hub projects like this one, in the past,
governments have been forthcoming
with funding for projects like this. He
added he is confident a project with the
kind of support this one has from staff
and the community, if put in the right
hands, could secure funding from the
provincial and/or federal government.

STONETOWN Unit 1, 60 Water Street South

FINANCIAL SERVICES St. Marys, ON | 519.284.4448

RRSPs
1year-3.75
3year-3.70
5year-4.00

*Rates subject to change without notice *Minimum may apply

TFSAs
1 year- 3.55
3year-3.70
5year-4.00

INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO REVIEWS - CALL TODAY

PROVIDING SOLUTIONS TO MEET YOUR ESTATE, FINANCIAL & RETIREMENT NEEDS!

Greg Swan
Investment Representative

BRE, CFP

Cheryl Campbell, CFP
Life Insurance Specialist

jeffswan@stonetownfinancial.com
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YOU PAY WHAT WE PAY ON ALL TIRES!!!

RETAIL CUSTOMERS ONLY - 449 Queen St W.
NO WHOLESALERS OR ST' MARYS 519(-)284—3310
TIRE BUSINESSES PLEASE BUICK IGMC stmarysgm.com

Installation is required.

k t O 1 Gbps Internet for just

$79.95/month for 24 months -

that’s a $40/month savings
Bundle GIG Complete and receive a

S40/month bill credit for 24 months

QUADRO.NET | 1-800-265-4983
*Limited Time Offer. New & Existing Customers, Residential Customers Eligible. Customers must be in serviceable areas
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EDITORIAL

WENDY LAMOND & STEWART GRANT
Contributed Article

talk around town regarding the possi-
ble stoppage of Graham’s corn sales at
their traditional Pelissier location next
year after a 60-year run by the fam-
ily. A few things came to my atten-
tion on this. One, the support of this
town is incredible. Second, sadly the
online negativity towards a new build-
ing, newcomers to town, and our town
leaders stood out.

As a newspaper, we had to cover this
story as it was a significant happening
and if we hadn’t, then we would have
been questioned as to why we hadn’t.
It is no different for when the town re-
ceives formal complaints. If they fail
to follow up on them, they are told they
aren’t doing their job and unfortunate-
ly some scenarios put them in a no-win
situation.

An important point made within Ga-
len Simmons’ front page story from
last week is the town offering to help
find a new location and help the Gra-
ham family with their next steps. As
Town CAO Brent Kittmer clarified
with us recently, the primary issue is
parking compliance and traffic safety.
“The parking compliance issue has
arisen from the fact that we made Pe-
lissier no parking at the request of the
local residents, particularly Grahlyn
Ave.” Kittmer added, “A sidewalk is
expected to be installed on Pelissier
later this fall, and that will improve

This past week, there was a lot of

For the love of a small town

pedestrian safety.”.

While Galen’s story last week pro-
vided a balanced look at the issue, the
Boo that we printed last week unfairly
implied that the traffic complaint came
from the adjacent apartment building.
It turns out this wasn’t true, and we
should have fact checked this. While
the intent of including the Boo was to
capture the frustrations of many about
the possible loss of Graham’s corn
stand, some of the wording was regret-
table and we’d like to apologize for not
handling this better.

One week later, the thing that stands
out for me is that St. Marys truly val-
ues its small-town traditions. There
were so many reflections of Graham’s
corn stand as being a great first job,
for either those who wrote or for their
kids. Others shared fond memories
of family dinners with fresh locally
grown corn as a staple.

A 60-year sales stand is nothing
short of amazing and it is traditions
like this that make a small town draw
new people here, wanting to be part a
connected community.

Our town leaders are St. Marys resi-
dents too and they share the same val-
ues that we do. Their jobs aren’t easy,
but they are trying their best. Given
the people involved on both sides of
this tricky issue, I’'m confident that ev-
erything will work itself out and that
a solution will be found to keep this
valued tradition alive for many years
to come.

Overheard at the Coffee Shop

You know it's the
end of summer
when the Quarry
closes!

Proudly sponsored by: 1:”4 m&.‘

in St. Marys

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON « (519) 284-4555

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to
others? Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title
"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

GRANTHAVEN.COM

Boo

We have 1 Boo this week.

1) Boo to the car, motorcycle, and truck
owners racing up and down Queen
street. There is a nursing / residential
home, maybe signs on the road may
help? That's up to the powers that be!
Time to put a stop to this.

Bravo

We have 2 Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to the Town for getting the
Glass Street extension road resurfaced.
No more potholes!

2) Bravo to Yvonne DeWetering for
getting my debit card to me after |
absent-mindedly left it in the gas pump.
Thanks for not going on a shopping
spree!

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to E ted
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

be considered.

Quote of the Week

“With school starting back and buses back on the road we
would like to remind everyone to; Be Alert, Be Safe & Stop
for school buses.”

- Murphy Bus Lines

GRANT Restoring small-town St. Mal'ys
HAVEN Jjournalism, one community Independent
i !
MEDIA atatime! Thoughts of the Week
Sponsored by:
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in a cruel world
is courage, not
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St. Marys Guves 2025

Won’t You Be My Neighbour?
What is Giving Tuesday?

- Giving Tuesday is a global day of generosity.

- Giving Tuesday was created in 2012 as a simple idea; after two days of consumerism
(Black Friday and Cyber Monday) could there be a holiday that celebrates our human
inclination to give? It is a day that encourages people to do good; to thank, to help, to
show kindness and to give to those in need.

- Canada was the first country outside the US to join the movement. In 2024 there were
58 community movements across Canada, including St. Marys!

- St. Marys joined the Giving Tuesday Movement in 2017 with 18 partners. In 2024 we had
55 partners, raised more than $20,000.00 and helped 30 charities all in one day!

- Over the past 13 years the idea has grown into a global movement that inspires millions
of people in more than 100 countries, unleashing the power of people and organizations
to transform their communities and the world.

- Giving Tuesday is a time when Canadians, charities and businesses come together to
celebrate giving and participating in activities that support charities, non-profits and their
communities.

- In Canada, Giving Tuesday 2024 raised over 16 million dollars in 24 hours. People are
inspired to give and to “do” on Giving Tuesday because they want to be part of a bigger
group of people doing good!

- This year the message of Giving Tuesday will be even stronger. As a country we are
working together like never before. In St. Marys we have become the Giving Tuesday
Community to pay attention to, we have proven the power of working together as
a community and as neighbours and this year will continue to show our strength and
resilience in supporting each other.

GI®?ING
TUESDAY

For more information contact jdockerjohnson@gmail.com | www.givingtuesday.ca

Active Living
Open House

I

Thorndale Lions ﬁ//’
Community ;—» - |
Centre k. "'
Thursday, Sept. 4 7.,
1PM - 3 PM 0

Visit us at the Thorndale Lions Community
Centre this Thursday to learn more about
new programs & activities _—
offered this fall! Thames Comire
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STONETOWN

CRIER

The latest municipal news
from the Town of St. Marys

WE’RE HIRING

We are looking for a daytime head Lifeguard
to join our team. This full-time position will
ensure the safe and efficient operation of the
Aquatics Centre while providing aquatic
patrons with excellent customer service and
an enjoyable experiencel

Apply by Sept 5: townofstmarys.com/careers

LIBRARY STRATEGIC PLAN CONSULTATION
September 13|11 AM -1PM | St. Marys Library

The St. Marys Public Library is actively

gathering feedback on its Strategic Plan, .
seeking insights from the community. Discuss §«
your thoughts directly with Library Board
Members and the Library CEO.

townofstmarys.com/librarystratplan

SCRAPBOOKING GARAGE SALE
September13 |9 AM -1 PM | Friendship Centre

The St. Marys Friendship Centre is hosting a
Scrapbooking Garage Sale event with over
50 tables of products. This cash only, free to
attend event is a great opportunity to shop
gently used supplies tax freel

SCRAPBOOKING

GARAGE

Saturday, September 13, 2025
9 AM -1 PM| Friendship Centre

ROAD SAFETY MONTH

Safe Roads Don’t Happen by Accident: St. Marys /.
Residents Reminded to Put Safety First

The Town of St. Marys would like to remind
residents the importance of abiding by speed
limits, watching for pedestrians, cyclists and other
drivers. Help keep the roads in St. Marys safe!

townofstmarys.com/roadsafety

SHOWER PROGRAM

Pyramid Recreation Centre

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private, secure
and accessible for individuals of all
abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Contact us

519-284-2340
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca
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Senlor of the Week

Our Senior of the Week is 84-year-old Brian
Hardeman. Brian, who is the middle child of 15
children, was born in Holland and moved to Canada
at age ten. Many people will remember Brian as
the owner-operator of Hardeman Feeds in Kirkton.
He also served on Usborne Township council for
approximately 20 years. Brian and his wife, Helen,
have four children and six grandchildren. In his
retirement years, Brian enjoys his visits to the St.
Marys Tim Hortons for a coffee and a chat.

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, contact us at 519-284-0041 or
info@stmarysindependent.com.

SPONSORED BY

Weekend

Quiz

1. What is the highest
possible score the can be
achieved on the SATs?

2. What is the birthstone
for September?

3. How much is a carat in
grams?

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

4. What is a male turkey
called?

5. In what city does Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
parade take place?

6. Manhattan is not a city. It is a what?
7. What does the acronym GPA stand for?

8. Where does The Boots and Hearts Music
Festival take place?

9. The mandible and the maxilla make up what
bone?

10. Which has the thickest fur of any mammal?
By Jake Grant

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

Firefighter Mark Manzano named
Firefighter of the Month for September

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
Staff Contribution

The St. Marys Fire Department
is pleased to announce Mark Man-
zano as its Firefighter of the Month
for September.

Mark joined the department as
a firefighter in May 2025 as he
wanted to give back to the com-
munity.

“I had heard great things about
the department and the firefighters
who serve in it and knew I wanted
to be part of their firefighter fam-
ily,” said Manzano in a press re-
lease. “Becoming a firefighter has
always been a dream of mine and
I’'m incredibly grateful to now be
part of the dedicated team in St.
Marys, learning from experienced
and committed professionals.”

Fire Chief Phil West select-
ed Manzano as Firefighter of the
Month for his pursuit and drive
to complete the Firefighter Initial
Training Program ahead of the
two-year probationary time as well
as his willingness to take on addi-
tional courses at the same time.

Manzano is currently employed
with St. Marys Cement where he
explores his passion for the trades.

“This makes him a great addition
to the team,” said Capt. Josh Beck-
er in the release. “Mark knows the
amount of time that is required of
him to become an integral part of
the fire department, and he is more
than up to the task.”

Legion

Branch 236, St. Marys

Proudly supporting veterans, families, and our community

WEEKLY AND MONTHLY EVENTS

& SATURDAY MEAT DRAWS
Enjoy an evening of drinks and friends and try your
lucky at quality meat prizes!

&P FRIDAY HOT DOG LUNCH
Drop in for a delicious hot dog at the Legion bar -
affordable and tasty!

& TUESDAY BUDDY CHECK
Free coffee, friendly conversation, and looking out for
one another!

4P BINGO FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

Fun, prizes, and a great social afternoon!

FOR MORE INFORMATION

visit www.rcl236stmarys.ca

FOR YOUR NEXT GATHERING

4® 1600 sq. ft. banquet hall
«® Capacity of 200 people
4® Tables and chairs provided

FLEXIBLE AFFORDABLE
SPACE RATES

SCAN ME
(=] =]
E [Ld
BAR HOURS:
Monday CLOSED
Tuesday 3-5 pm
Wednesday 3-5 pm
Thursday 3-5 pm
Friday 12-5 pm

Saturday 12-7 pm
Sunday CLOSED

66 Church Street, N., St. Marys, ON | 519.284.2267

(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF ST. MARYS)

Mark Manzano has been named St. Marys’ Firefighter of the Month for September.

Y. 4
K P
END OF SEASON

SELECT MOWERS
& LAWN CHAIRS

‘%,

While quantities last

63 Wellington St. N, St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6
Phone: 519.284.4142 | Fax: 519.284.3592
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Flag raised in recognition of
Overdose Awareness Day
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On Sunday, Aug. 31, Anna Maria Iredale organized an event at the town hall in honour of the
annual Overdose Awareness Day. Iredale shared her story along with some other moms with
their personal stories.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

gle person starts as a son or daughter,
brother or sister, cousin or friend. We all
start as babies, and we are all humans
no matter what problems or successes
come after that - we all start the same.
The best thing we can do for each other
is just to be there.”

Justin Anantawan was the musical
guest and sang a very emotional song
called You’re Still my Baby and fin-
ished with I Will Always Love You.
Anantawan, who works with Patient
Aids services, helps bring awareness
about harm reduction, substance abuse,
and resources for addiction. He has also
collaborated with Iredale on a project
called “My Child Too” for those im-
pacted by substance-use-related harms
and deaths, providing peer support to
grieving families and fighting to change
failed drug policies.

In speaking with some of the moms

before the service started, they talked
about the power of grief and said it is
not something you ever get over, you
just learn to live with it. It is always on
your mind but if you take it one day at
a time you can find a little bit of happi-
ness again.

Iredale is now at that point. “It has
been eight years. It has softened. I have
joy in my life again, happiness, I keep
on trying to do my best. | have moments
of tears and connecting with the other
moms is very helpful. It lets me gets a
little bit of it out so I can have my mo-
ments and then [ am ready to go out and
face the world again.”

By keeping this issue at the forefront,
hopefully it brings the community to-
gether with awareness and some solu-
tions can be found to help with mental
health struggles and remove the stigma
on addiction.

Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com

Full automotive repair services

Safeties
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/# Diagnostics
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Honest and Friendly Service

Booking all appts up to 2 weeks in advance!
Plan ahead for any services needed

# Alignments

A Tire Sales

f

Hours: Mon-Thur 8-5:30, Fri 8-5 | 402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON
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York Street Thought Process’ Art of Music Project
sessions filmed at St. Marys Museum

EMILY STEWART
Independent Reporter

The St. Marys singer-songwriter duo,
York Street Thought Process, recently
had the chance to have their live-music
sessions filmed at a local landmark.

York Street Thought Process filmed
four live-off-the-floor sessions vid-
eos for the Art of Music Project at the
St. Marys Museum. The Art of Music
Project is a nonprofit organization that
gives artists a platform to showcase
their talent.

“It’s really cool that musicians want
to highlight their local buildings, and I
think it’s a cool opportunity for us be-
cause sometimes the public just don’t
really see the museum in that light,” said
Amy Cubberley, cultural services man-
ager for the Town of St. Marys. “I’ve
seen a couple of the finished videos and
it’s really cool. It’s not obvious that it’s
the museum, but if you’re familiar with
our site, then it would be more obvious.
It’s just cool that they thought of us as
an appropriate venue for that.”

Cubberley worked with York Street
Thought Process previously for the
ValenTune’s concert with The Bone
Radlers at St. Marys town hall and the
Melodies at the Museum summer se-
ries.

“They’re wonderful. 1 really enjoy
working with them,” she said. “They’re
so knowledgeable and so professional
when it comes to the music industry.”

In a statement sent to the St. Marys
Independent, York Street Thought Pro-

the St. Marys Museum.

cess’ Jaron Camp and Rachael Frank-
ruyter said Art of Music Project au-
dio producer Alex Krotz reached out
after attending one of their shows and
checked out their music online. The
folk duo was interested after hearing
about the project, which also involves
video producer Malcom Cottle.
“Because of Alex and Malcolm, the
day ran so smooth which made for a
fun and relaxed environment the day of
the shoot,” Camp and Frankruyter said.
“We are thrilled with the final videos!”

(PHOTO COURTESY ART OF MUSIC PROJECT ON YOUTUBE)
Jaron Camp and Rachael Frankruyter of York Street Thought Process filmed four live-off-the-floor sessions with the Art of Music Project at

They’re also glad to include the St.
Marys Museum in the process.

“The St. Marys Museum was a stun-
ning, inspiring and visually unique
space for us to shoot the project,” they
said. “We are incredibly grateful to
Amy Cubberley for sharing the mu-
seum with us and allowing us to film
there.”

York Street Thought Process recog-
nizes the importance of Art of Music
Project pieces for emerging artists.

“Not only do they use their platform

to showcase us to new audiences, they
give us access to professional live video
footage that we can use for grant and
festival applications, as well as other
booking opportunities,” the pair said.
“We appreciated having a great team
to work with, who were so meticulous
about our artistic vision and showcas-
ing who we are as a duo through video.”
York Street Thought Process’ Roots
live-off-the-floor session can be viewed
online by visiting www.youtube.com/@
artofmusicproject/videos.

Upper Thames River watershed in low-water situation

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
Staff Contribution

The summer’s hot, dry weather has led
the Low Water Response Team for the
Upper Thames River watershed to de-
clare Level 1 low water advisory.

The advisory is part of a three-tiered
system used in Ontario to inform the
public of local low water conditions.

“Precipitation and stream flows are
the key indicators we use to evaluate
low-water conditions,” said Mark Hel-
sten, senior water resources engineer
with the Upper Thames River Conser-
vation Authority (UTRCA), in a press
release issued Aug. 28.

The watershed received an average of
62 millimetres of rain between July 22
and Aug. 21, which is about 78 per cent
of normal. Rainfall over the last three
months (May 23 to Aug. 21) was approx-
imately 73 per cent of normal.

Flows in most streams across the wa-
tershed are at the low end of normal.
The UTRCA’s reservoirs at Wildwood
(St. Marys) and Pittock (Woodstock)
conservation areas are currently aug-
menting downstream flows in the north
and south Thames rivers respectively.

Water is stored in these two reservoirs
during the spring runoff and then slowly
released back into the river system in the
dry summer months.

Low-water conditions can have an im-
pact on the amount of water available
both for human use and for aquatic hab-
itat.

Extended periods of below-normal
precipitation can also affect ground-
water, which is an essential source of
drinking water for many municipalities
and residents. Groundwater plays a vital
role in sustaining the baseflow of rivers
and streams. Declining groundwater
levels can reduce the natural discharge
of groundwater to surface water, placing
added stress on both human needs and
aquatic life.

Long-term monitoring by the UTRCA
since 2001 has shown a decreasing trend
in groundwater levels at many Provin-
cial Groundwater Monitoring Network
wells. These findings highlight the im-
portance of proactive groundwater con-
servation to protect both groundwater
and surface-water resources for future
use.

The Low Water Response Team en-

courages people, businesses and indus-
tries that rely on local surface water or
groundwater to conserve water. Many
watershed municipalities have wa-
ter-conservation programs in place.

The City of London and some other

communities take water from Lake Hu-
ron and Lake Erie. Reducing water use
in these communities will not improve
flows in the Thames River or its tribu-
taries.

* Pharmacist Consultations
* Medication Reviews
* Compliance Packaging

R.PharmaChoice

* Chronic Disease Management
e Immunization and Injection Services
e Free Delivery

155 QUEEN STREET EAST, ST. MARYS ON | PHONE: 519 284 1380
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WE NEED YOUR TRADE! [Rirttsisitiniptimeiiy
Come in for a NO-OBLIGATION APPRAISAL.

We GUARANTEE you the BEST VALUATION in the area!
ALL MAKES AND MODELS ARE WELCOME.

Receive a Courtesy of,
A
FREE HONDA GENERATOR -~
if you sell or trade your vehicle to St. Marys Buick GMC HANO

MOTORSPORTS

HURRY, THIS OFFER
IS FOR A LIMITED
TIME ONLY!

/ _
y ST. MARYS o
T BUICKIGMC stmarysgm.com

Honda generator is valued at up to $1,000, and is subject to availahility. See details in store.

449 Queen St W.

END OF SUMMER USED VEHICLE CLEARANCE [ PN 0 V.13 - JatA it
More fresh local trades have arrived! BUICK I GGMC
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on select models

stmarysgm.com

- — P i R Ty et AT I T o = . .
2019 BUICK ENCORE PREFERRED FWD 2025 JEEP WRANGLER SPORT 4X4 2025 FORD MAVERICK XLT SUPERCREW AWD 2021TOYOTA RAV4 PRIME XSE AWD

1&;3;21%{;'/; Power seat, 107,152 km., $1 5,895 g,gbg E?rlp I;grgz;zgt;le Top, One owner, $43,988 3.255;tébox, LOW KMS., 2,494 kms., 343'995 %255L5L:30yl., Alloy Wheels, 75,294 km., $43'999

+HSTéLic. +HSTélLic. +HSTéLic. +HSTéLic.

B e —
2020 GMC SIERRA 1500 AT4 4X4 2022 GMC SIERRA 1500 AT4 CREW CAB 4X4 2023 GCSIERRA1500 AT4 CEW CAB4X4 2024 GMC SIERA 2500H.D SLE REG. CAB 4X4
5.3L 8 cyl., 111,615 km., 6.6 Ft. Box, 6.2L 8 cyl., 44,796 km., 5.75 Ft. Box, 6.2L 8cyl., 57,862 km., 8 Ft. Box, 6.6L8 cyl., O A
SGShS?;A " $44,8 OHST&OL P2L">l;(3Lm< CV " $59’82T&$ SGS42tSSiX & " $64, 5%@9 27,56301:m., PZSE%, ne owner $71 ,0 OHST&OL
+ IC. + IC. + IC. + IC.

2024 GMC SIERRA DENALI CREW CAB4X4 2023 GMC SIERRA 2500 HD AT4 DIESEL4XG 2024 GMC SIERRA 3500HD SLE CREW CAB 2023 FORD BRONCO RAPTOR &4X&
6.6 Ft. Box, 3.0L6 cyl., 45,000 km., 6.6L 8 cyl., Alloy Wheels, 99,167 km., 6.75 Ft. Box, 6.6L Turbo-Diesel, 3.0L6cyl, 34,748 km., O g
SG3:29?X & " $71 ,899 SG34’I§ZA ” oo " $76,3 0 0 ONLY ;,OSS KMS., %%;38fése $79,89 9 H0'|44C3y - Tne onen $8 8,70 0
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GRANT

e ADNLOCAL
Support the local
businesses that keep
your community and its

newspapers thriving.
Canadi

THE GROOMER
Grooming Service
& Pet Sitting
Available

— WELLINGTON STREET —

GUEST HOUSE

A modern and charmingues house for the
perfect getaway - book your stay today!

& wellingtonstreetgh.wixsite.com/mysite
wellingtonstreetguesthouseegmail.com

255 WELLINGTON ST. S., ST. MARYS
519-284-0036

AENCE
ILL Country Club

Wednesday Night Wings!
$1 wings / eat in only

i

‘ 519.284:3621 :
info@sciencehillcountryclub.com®,
| & www.sciencehillcountryclub.cg

September is Road Safety Month in

St. Marys

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
Staff Contribution

Whether behind the wheel, on foot, or cycling
through town, every road user plays a part in keeping
our community safe.

The Town of St. Marys has declared September as
Road Safety Month and residents of St. Marys are
being reminded to slow down, stay alert and make
choices that protect the most vulnerable in our com-
munity.

Throughout the month of September, St. Marys is
sharing a series of practical reminders and resourc-
es to help drivers, pedestrians and seniors stay safe.
Some of these key messages include:

Back-to-school and community safety zones

* School is back in session and children are once
again walking and biking to class. Drivers are urged
to watch for crossing guards, obey bus signals and
stop for pedestrians at crossovers.

 St. Marys has five community safety zones where
speed limits are reduced to 40 km/hr. These areas
include schools, playgrounds and senior residences,
places where extra caution can save lives.

Road watch

» Residents are encouraged to help identify unsafe
driving and pedestrian hazards by using the new
Stonetown Road Watch online form (forms.townofst-
marys.com/Stonetown-Road-Watch). Every submis-
sion helps target improvements and keeps our streets
safer.

Traffic bylaws

* Slowing down saves lives: reducing your speed by
just 10 km/hr can drastically reduce the chance of a
fatal collision.

 Ignoring bylaws such as bus loading zones and
posted speed limits can result in fines, but more im-
portantly, it puts neighbours and families at risk.

Senior road safety

* Seniors often face unique challenges on our roads,

HENDERSONYOST

INSURANCE

est. 1957
HOME FARM COMMERCIAL

AUTO

HOME - FARM
AUTO - COMMERCIAL

519-283-6614

info@hendersonyost.com | www.hendersonyost.com

ONTARIO CANADA

ST. MARYS

whether renewing a license, crossing busy streets, or
getting around town. Tools like the Mobility Bus, pe-
destrian push buttons downtown and Service Ontario
supports help seniors travel safely and confidently.

Safe roads are built on awareness, respect and
shared responsibility. When drivers slow down, when
pedestrians use crossovers correctly and when com-
munity members report unsafe conditions, St. Marys
becomes a safer place for everyone.

“Road safety is about protecting people,” said St.
Marys public works coordinator Thomas Redman in
a press release. “It’s about kids getting to school safe-
ly, seniors feeling confident to cross the street and
drivers making it home without incident. A small de-
cision — like choosing to slow down — can make all
the difference.”

Residents are encouraged to follow the Town’s
Facebook page over the next month for reminders and
tips on how to be part of the solution.

For more information on road safety in St Marys,
visit www.townofstmarys.com/RoadSafety or contact
the public works Department at 519-284-2340 ext.
213 or publicworks@town.stmarys.on.ca.

Preserve of the Month
10% off McCully’s Pickles

McCullys
Hill Fdl’[Il

McCully’s Makes Meal Prep
Fast & Simple

Check out our selection of ready made meals. We offer a wide variety of
meat pies, soups, baked beans, chili, shepherd’s pie, pulled pork, smoked
beef brisket, schnitzel, marinated pork chops and beef stew. Don't forget to
pick up a freshly baked fruit pie or maple butter tarts.

Hardwood Smoker Pellets

McCully’s carries hardwood smoker pellets locally produced by Gildale Farms. The
40 Ib bags come in four blends - Apple, Cherry, Hickory and Competition blend.

McCully’s Pork Products

McCully's has a wide variety of Aarden Farms pork products, including
smoked chops, bacon, hams, maple garlic breakfast sausage, various flavours
of farmers sausage and more.

Local Fresh Produce Available
McCully's has lots of fresh, local produce at the store, including sweet corn,
peaches, plums, watermelon, nectarines, new potatoes, green beans, carrots,
mixed greens, field tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers.

Store Hours in September

Open Daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON. N4X 1C5
www.mccullys.ca + 519-284-2564
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Town of St. Marys offers
update on aquatics centre
renovations at the Pyramid

Scrapbooking Garage Sale
returns Sept. 13 from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Recreation Centre

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
Staff Contribution

The Town of St. Marys is working hard
to complete renovations at the aquatics
centre.

Since its closure in November 2024,
the facility has undergone substantial
improvements focused on enhancing
safety and upgrading equipment to ex-
tend the lifespan of the space. The proj-
ect remains on schedule, with reopening
planned for fall 2025.

Ongoing work and recent updates
to the space include the installation of
HVAC ductwork and commissioning of
the HVAC system, installation of new
windows, new paint in the pool space,
changerooms and lockers, and the re-
moval of all scaffolding.

Once scaffolding has been removed
in mid-September, the next steps of the
project include, but are not limited to,
the completion and maintenance of tile
work and the installation of new floor
drains and HVAC air inlets.

As fall approaches, the aquatics centre
will begin recruiting and training life-

guards and staff so it is ready to greet
the community at the updated facility.

“We understand that people are eager
to come back and we are dedicated to
completing the renovations to ensure the
aquatics centre improvements endure,”
said town director of community service
Stephanie Ishe in a press release.

Updates on the project and a re-
opening date will be announced soon
through local media, the town website
(www.townofstmarys.com), Facebook
(www.facebook.com/stmarysontario)
and Twitter/X (wWww.twitter.com/town-
ofstmarys).

The Pyramid Recreation Centre will
remains open for regular hours and con-
tinues to offer a variety of recreation
and leisure activities during the aquatics
centre closure.

For more information on swimming
lessons, aquatics programs, or pool
rentals, contact aquatics manager An-
drea Slade at 519-284-2340 ext. 623. Ad-
vanced bookings for aquatics programs
will be available to the public once an
opening date has been announced.

6:30-9:00 pm:
6:30-7:30 pm:
7:00 pm
Dusk:

10:00 am - 4:00 pm:

Acres of Fun

IRKTON

FALL FAIR

September 5-7, 2025

Inflatables and food trucks
Exhibit Hall open for viewing
Farmer’s Olympics
Community Fireworks

Great events and activities for the whole family

including parade, baby show, inflatables, pig

races, pedal tractor pull, mullet competition,

remote control car races, pony rides, 4-H dairy
show, agriculture education tent, face painting,

food trucks, and exhibit hall viewing

3:00 pm start:

Truck and Tractor Pull

Food Trucks and Beer Garden

9:00 - 11:30 am:
10:00 am
1:00 pm start:

Community Breakfast and Exhibit Hall Open
Community Church Service

Demolition Derby and Classic Car Show
Food Trucks

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
Staff Contribution

Volunteers with the St. Marys Friend-
ship Centre are once again hosting their
popular Scrapbooking Garage Sale on
Saturday, Sept. 13 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the Pyramid Recreation Centre (317
James St. S., Entrance C).

Shoppers will find a wide variety of
gently used and new crafting supplies
available at great prices — and tax-free.
Admission is free; please note this is a
cash-only event.

“This event is a wonderful example of
community spirit,” said senior services
program coordinator Sarah Jones in a
press release. “Not only does it bring
together people who share a love of

scrapbooking, but it also helps us fund
programs that make a real difference for
local seniors.”

Items for sale will include paper, hand-
made greeting cards for all occasions,
stamps, cartridges, embellishments and
much more.

Those looking to put their new supplies
to good use may also want to check out
the Friendship Centre’s monthly Scrap-
booking Crops and upcoming classes.

Donations of gently used or new craft-
ing supplies are welcome and appreci-
ated.

For more information about the sale,
upcoming programs, or to donate sup-
plies, call 519-284-2340 ext. 621 or
email sjones@town.stmarys.on.ca.

Friends of the

Sat -

B

St Marys Public Library

Thurs - Fri Sept 11,12 -10am - 6pm

Sun Sept 13,14 - 10am - 4pm
Thousands of fantastic items
Books, puzzles, CDs DVDs ++ +
For Sale by Donation

m Lind Sportsplex (The Quarry)
425 Water Street S St Marys

Friends of the St Marys Public Library
Box 700 N4X 1B4 | 519 284 3346
@StMarysFOL on Facebook

St. Marys Independent

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER

& www.granthaven.com

GRANT
HAVEN
MEDIA




Thursday, September 4, 2025

St. Marys Independent

SPOTLIGHT ON ARTS & CULTURE

“A whop bop-a-loo-bop, a bop bam boom!

'”

Frank St. Germain tickles the ivories, and the crowds

DAN WELCHER

Contributed Article

In the pre-karaoke days, some long-
time St. Marys residents might remem-
ber the back room at the Customs House
(now Gilly’s) where there used to be a
little party every Friday night.

A Dbeefy older guy with long gray
hair sat at an upright piano, vigorously
pounding out three-chord rock songs
from the ‘50s and ‘60s with bejeweled
fingers and singing up a storm. His reg-
ulars, mostly middle-aged people who
grew up on this music, sang along en-
thusiastically, sipping beers and eating
fries. They’d call out the names of their
favourite songs and the hefty singer-pia-
nist would gladly oblige.

Always funny, often a bit raunchy,
Frank St. Germain held forth from be-
hind his brown upright piano like a
goofy, old-time preacher behind a pulpit.

Those days are gone, but Frank is
still very much a fixture here. You may
have heard his band performing at the
Stonetown Heritage Festival on Queen
Street, or in the Quarry Room last sum-
mer. And for several years, there was the
Front Porch Show. For seven seasons,
John Stevens headed up that summer
staple on Sunday nights at Cadzow Park,
broadcast live on Facebook and Frank
was his sidekick, not just playing entry
music for each guest (and improvising
silly lyrics to order), but also offering
his own bawdy take on the proceedings.

Once, when a teenage grunge band
was featured on the show, the lead singer
tore off his shirt in the ecstasy of rock-
n-roll passion. Not to be outdone, Frank
waited his turn and the next time he
played, he began by removing his shirt
and flexing his impressively large pecto-
ral muscles, and doing an Elvis shimmy.

Frank was born in Toronto, into a large

e
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(DAN WELCHER PHOTO)

Singer-pianist Frank St. Germain is always where the party’s at in St. Marys.

family with good musical genes. His
mother played the piano and his broth-
er studied music seriously, becoming a
composer and a theorist. Frank started a
duo with a guitar-playing buddy named
Stanley, calling themselves “Franken-
Stan.” They toured all over Ontario in
a 1961 Cadillac hearse and played ongo-
ing gigs at venues like the Wheat Sheaf
Tavern in Toronto. When the duo broke
up, Frank formed a bigger group, which
chose the name “Grampa.” This became
a popular show band, at one time releas-
ing a single called “Canadian Way of
Life” for RCA Records, and then form-
ing their own label called Good Time
Records. Grampa lasted for 14 years and

Frank’s chosen livelihood was estab-
lished.

Frank’s life took a dramatic turn when
a major international booking agent
named Vita Linder heard him at La
Castile, an upscale restaurant in Missis-
sauga, and invited him to audition for
her team. The audition was held at the
Royal York Hotel in Toronto and Frank’s
turn came after a singer who performed
Broadway standards in the style of Bar-
bra Streisand.

“They’re not gonna want me after
that,” Frank thought, but he got up and
played his 15 minutes. Seeing an amo-
rous gay couple in the front row, Frank
went for broke and sang “I’'m In Love

the

Hitching Post St. Marys
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Concrete Serwces
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With A Wonderful Guy” from SOUTH
PACIFIC directly to the couple. His
brand of improvised charisma had the
audience (and the booking agents) eat-
ing out of his hand.

They asked him to stay and to play
some more. By the time he left that night,
he had a contract for a steady gig at the
Sheraton Hotel in Stockholm, Sweden.
Not a bad outcome for a boy from Ontar-
i0 who hadn’t seen anything of the world
past the Great Lakes.

He played and sang in Sweden for 13
years, coming back to Toronto for R
and R between six-month engagements.
By this time, he had met the love of his
life (his words), Gail Victoria Down.
Her patience between his Sweden gigs
kept the couple together, and when the
bar jobs changed into cruise-ship en-
gagements, he began to see more of the
world. Gail joined him on a world cruise
at one point, covering 34,000 nautical
miles in four months.

The couple decided to settle down and
Frank’s constant traveling tapered off.
They bought a commercial building in
Neustadt, Ont., and created their restau-
rant, The Monk and The Nun. Gail did
all the cooking and Frank was a com-
bination of bartender, waiter and pia-
nist-entertainer.

“I finally had my very own piano bar,”
Frank exulted, “and we had up to 65
guests a night!”

This lasted five years and then Frank
and Gail moved to St. Marys. The
Front Porch Show began soon after,
and Frank’s place in the multicoloured
artistic firmament of St. Marys was as-
sured. Frank and Gail still get to indulge
their bar-restaurant skills with holiday
parties, where Gail can serve dinner to
several dozen lucky guests, while Frank
serenades the crowd. It’s a good life.

 (226)
- 766-8284
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The closmg act for the 2()25 Mel()dles at the Musem

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTOS)

On Wednesday, Aug. 27, York Street Thought Process provided the entertainment for the final Melodies at the Museum event for 2025. The duo of Jaron Camp and Rachael Frankruyter
have been writing their own songs and playing together for six years. They have two albums out and are recording a new one this fall. Their next local show is in Stratford on Oct.4, 2025.
It is a full day Festival at the Museum in Stratford. If you would like tickets, you can contact them at yorkstreetthoughtprocess@gmail.com.

FREE MOUTHGUARD
FOR CHILDREN

Call us at (226) 289-1999

(226) 289'1 999 to book your appointment!

Limited to (1) mouthguard per child. While supplies last.
153 Queen St E, St. I\/Iarys, ON We Accept the Canadian Dental Care Plan (CDCP)!

info@queenstreetdentistry.ca Now Available to All Canadians
Flexible Payment Plans & Emergency Care Available!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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U18 OBA Rockies take silver at year-end tournament

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

The Social Thirty-One U188 OBA St. Marys Rock-
ies wrapped up their season with a silver medal at the
LDBA Year-End Tournament in Dorchester on Aug.
15-17.

After dropping their first of four round-robin con-
tests, the Rockies won their next three games, includ-
ing a 7-0 shutout over Strathroy, an 8-6 win over Ex-
eter, and doubling up Dorchester 6-3.

St. Marys then had a rematch against Dorchester in
their semi-final matchup, which was deadlocked at two
runs apiece after eight innings. The Rockies’ offence
exploded in the ninth, scoring six runs to secure an 8-2
victory and a spot in the gold medal game.

Head coach Justin Ewing said the team found a
much-needed offensive spark they have been searching
for all year.

“We battled really hard and eventually got rewarded
for it in the ninth,” Ewing told the Independent. “We’ve
struggled hitting for a good part of the season, but we
found our bats when we needed them most.”

The Rockies recorded 13 hits in the semi-final, led
by Grayson Boreham, who had three, and Michael Ew-
ing, who registered two hits. Zach Larmer pitched a
complete game, tossing 102 pitches, 72 of which were
strikes, and only surrendering two walks. Ewing noted
the strong pitching effort and defensive work by the
Rockies was crucial to the win.

“Zach had a huge game for us,” said Ewing. “Not
only was his pitching unreal, but he got on base all five
times he got up to the plate and earned two hits and
three walks. Defensively, we had a clean game, making
the plays we should make, which hasn’t always been
the case. Isaac Cousineau was a standout at third, with
some really good plays.”

According to Ewing, the team’s excellent defence
was a strong point throughout the tournament.

“Our defensive play was outstanding all weekend.
When we did make mistakes, we found ways to clamp
down and get outs. Our approach at the plate was out-
standing. We had 56 hits and 28 walks over the six
games. We kept finding a way to put the ball in play as
opposed to striking out.”

Despite a solid performance in the championship
game against the London Tincaps, in which the two
teams traded leads during the game, the Rockies fell
14-8, giving them the silver medal.

Simon Greig on a groundout and Evan Ballantyne on
a single down the left field line each scored one run in

168 SPA

Nails & Waxing
Acrylic/Gel
Shellac
Manicure
Pedicure

104 Queen St. E. St. Marys, On. N4X T1A3

Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm., Closed Sunday
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The Social Thirty-One U18 OBA St. Marys Rockies earned the silver medal at the LDBA Year-End Tournament on Aug. 15-17
in Dorchester. Pictured in the front row, from left to right, are Owen Dittmer, Brody Higham, Griffin McGregor, Isaac Cousin-
eau, and Julian Walsh. In the back row, from left, Justin Ewing, Michael Ewing, Justin Ropp, Simon Grieg, Evan Ballantyne,
Brier Frayne, Jared Ballantyne, Rich Ballantyne, and Ray Cousineau.

the first inning. Julian Walsh scored a run with a single
in the second.

In the third, Brier Frayne singled to the right side of
the infield to add a run, followed by Griffin McGregor
hitting into a fielder’s choice that cashed in another in
the fourth. Boreham brought two more runs over home
plate with a single in the fourth.

When discussing the season and why it was memora-
ble for him, Ewing cited the team’s dedication.

“The overall commitment the boys made to each oth-
er made this year special. These guys all work jobs
now and have lots going on, and they were always at
games and practices, giving the coaches their best.

“Ending the year with the finish we had was awe-
some,” Ewing continued. “We worked really hard and
didn’t always get the results we deserved. It was nice
to see the boys rally for each other. For those who are
back next year, hopefully it shows them what they are
capable of.”
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Ewing also expressed immense gratitude on behalf
of St. Marys Minor Ball to the team’s three graduat-
ing players, Boreham, Frayne, and McGregor, all for
whom the head coach had high praise.

“All of these boys have played ball in St. Marys since
U7, which was my first time coaching them, as I have
always been with different groups. It was a lot of fun
getting to know them. Grayson (Boreham) had an un-
believable season pitching. Every time we needed a
win, we gave him the ball, and he never disappointed.
He pitched 47 innings and only allowed 27 hits and six
earned runs.

“@riffin (McGregor) was our defensive MVP,” con-
tinued Ewing. “He is the kind of player a coach dreams
about. He hustles every play, no matter the score. Bri-
er had a great year. He was definitely a leader on the
bench and was always talking. He saved his best per-
formances of the year for the final couple of weekends,
where he was an offensive standout.”

ST. MARYS FARMERS' MARKET

Raspberries and
squash

Apple pie baking contest and auction
at our October 4 market!
Ask the market manager for entry details!

Saturday, Sept. 6 ﬁ

& a.m. to noon
1 Veterans Circle | Milt Dunnell Field

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT

CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Burgin family shines bright at Ontario Masters Track
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(PHOTOS COURTESY OF SHAGGY'S PHOTOS)

On the left, Aileen Burgin launches the javelin at the Aug. 16-17 Ontario Masters Track and Field Championship hosted at the Toronto Track and Field Centre at York University. In the
middle, Leanne Burgin-Ball sprints towards the finish line during the 200-metre event. On the right, Harold Burgin makes a throw during his javelin event. For the first time, Burgin-Ball
joined her parents Aileen and Harold Burgin as they competed in the Ontario Masters Track and Field Championship, with the three Burgin family members combining for six gold medals

and three silvers.
SPENCER SEYMOUR
Independent Sports Reporter

By now, Aileen and Harold Burgin are
fixtures at the Ontario Masters Track
and Field Championships. But earlier
this year, the Burgin family legacy at
the Ontario Masters grew larger with
Aileen and Harold’s daughter, Leanne
Burgin-Ball, competing alongside her
parents in her first appearance at the
event Aug. 16-17 at the Toronto Track
and Field Centre at York University.

Aileen Burgin told the Independent
both she and husband Harold Burgin
never fail to feel grateful to be able
to compete and find success at such a
high-level event.

“We are truly thankful that we can
continue to retain the physical capac-
ity required to compete,” said Aileen
Burgin. “It means that there is always
another opportunity for a kick at the
can and a chance to pretend that we are
youngsters again, even with a few aches
and pains. Both of us are aware that
what we are doing at our age sends the
message to many adults, and even chil-
dren, that being old doesn’t mean you
can’t excel at anything anymore.”

According to Aileen Burgin, she re-
ceived big boosts from other competitors
who gave her incredible compliments
throughout the weekend-long event.

“I was encouraged when more than a
few younger folks declare that I'm their
role model. That comment came from a
handsome 71-year-old male competitor.
It just doesn’t get any better than that.
We are having fun and we are fighting

to overcome the feeling that there is no
joy in growing old.

“Although we didn’t break any records
this time, the chance to touch base and
socialize with other likeminded elders is
energizing,” Aileen Burgin continued.
“Next year, I will move up to the Wom-
en’s 85 category and, as the youngest,
hopefully, I will be able to break a few
more records.”

Aileen Burgin also mentioned a high-
light of the championship event was
younger athletes being featured in be-
tween the older adults’ competitions.

“This year’s competition was a lit-
tle different because our events were
threaded in between events for the Ris-
ing Stars Finale, which included US,
U10 and U12 divisions. On the Sunday
especially, the whole stadium was abuzz
with these young competitors plus their
accompanying coaches, family and
friend supporters. It was great to see
their beaming faces and their enthusi-
asm for the same track activities that we
were enjoying.”

However, it wasn’t just Aileen and
Harold Burgin competing this year, as
their daughter joined them for the first
time and, in total, the three Burgin fam-
ily members collected six gold medals
and three silvers.

Aileen Burgin captured the Women’s
80-84 gold medals in the 100-metre and
200-metre runs, plus a silver in her first
appearance in the javelin competition.

Harold Burgin won the Men’s 85 gold
in the shotput and javelin throws as well
as the 200-metre run, along with the sil-
ver medal in 100-metre dash and discus

throw.

Burgin-Ball captured the top prize in
the Women’s 55-59 javelin competition.
Interestingly, with limited entries in
each age category, both Burgin-Ball and
Aileen Burgin’s respective age brackets
ran and threw in the same 200-metre
and javelin heats, a first-time-ever oc-
currence.

Both Burgin-Ball and Aileen Burgin
described the special nature of their
200-metre experience.

“It was especially memorable for me
and for my daughter, who was watching,
that I could run in the same 200-metre
heat and throw in the same javelin group
as my mom,” Burgin-Ball said. “That
was fun, and I am thankful to have the
health to try to keep up to mom and
dad.”

“It never crossed my mind that a
daughter would actually be racing in
the same heat as their mother,” added
Aileen Burgin. “It was pretty special
and, of course, a rare occurrence in the
athletic world. Then you throw in Har-
old’s 200-metre and it’s even more rare
to see two parents and their daughter all
competing in an event’s 200-metre and
javelin.”

Burgin-Ball added she wouldn’t have
made it to such a high level of athletics
without her parents’ coaching and inspi-
ration.

“It was such a gift to tag along with
mom and dad,” she remarked. “I am so
thankful that my dad, also known to me
as coach, in particular, has been encour-
aging me to set goals of participating in
physical events like these. If mom and

dad were not blazing the trail for me
and my family, I would not have had the
perseverance or inspiration to not only
discover these events, but participate in
them. I am just really proud of my par-
ents. They are so upbeat about it all and
love to encourage anyone they meet to
improve their fitness level, no matter
where that person is in their journey.”

According to Burgin-Ball, her dad’s
coaching got her back into athletic en-
deavours after years focused on other
aspects of life.

“My dad coached all through his
teaching career and I was blessed to be
one of his many athletes during my high
school time at DCVI. Through universi-
ty, early professional life and the years
of raising children, I wasn’t as active as
I had been, and eventually, dad gently
prodded me to get into running again at
the Embro Highland Games and other
local runs because it was close to home,
and eventually, mom and dad discov-
ered the Ontario Masters.

“I think he is careful to stress that we
are not running against other competi-
tors, but against ourselves and our old
times or throwing distances, and that
we just need to show up,” continued
Burgin-Ball. “I find, while we are at
these Masters events, we run into oth-
er people who have inspiring stories,
which encourage us to try other events.
I think you call that a virtuous circle,
the opposite of a vicious circle. I am so
grateful to God that I am able to have
these experiences with my parents and
I hope God helps me to come alongside
many others as an encourager as well.”
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Small but mighty U10-GT3 Storm ends season undefeated

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

Anyone who underestimated the U10
Girls Tier Three St. Marys Storm this
season lost money.

Despite having a roster of just seven
players, a lineup that was on the edge of
being too small to even take the field, the
Storm’s bite was far greater than their
bark as they ended their season without
a single loss on their record.

Following the team’s final game of the
season on Aug. 24, head coach Michael
Garland raved about his team’s sea-
son-long performance.

“This was my first year coaching and
I couldn’t have asked for a better team,”
Garland told the Independent. “The girls
collaborated well and just put it all to-
gether on the field. We have strong in-
dividual players, but when they came
together and played as a team, they were
amazing.”

Garland added the team managed to go
undefeated while playing with a humble,
fun-focused mindset.

“The bond they built with each other
made them an undefeated crew,” said
Garland. “At this age, the girls are play-
ing not just to win, but to nurture a love
for the game. Time and time again this
season, they have shown what it means
to play with heart, sportsmanship and
passion, and the support from St. Marys
Minor Soccer and their dedication to the
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(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)
The U10 Girls Tier Three St, Marys Storm, despite having a roster of just seven regular play-
ers, managed to go unbeaten throughout their entire season, which ended with the team’s
last game on Aug. 24. Pictured in the front row, from left to right, are Heather Puff, Mia
Girard, Evee Lamond and Abby Evison. In the back row, from left, are head coach Michael
Garland, Addison Poetker, Lyla Monteith, Olivia Garland, Brynn Feeney and assistant coach
Samantha Lamond.

be an accomplishment on its own, but as
Garland noted, the improvement made
by every member of the team was an-
other incredible facet of the U10-GT3

sport and to these young athletes has

made a meaningful impact.”
Withstanding the rigours of a soccer

season with such a small roster would

Storm’s improbably impressive cam-
paign.

“We had a really small roster. We
called up some girls from the U9 team
sometimes, but for the most part, we
were playing shorthanded and didn’t
have any subs. But our girls were able to
thrive with all that field time, and I think
it helped them improve immensely.

“Each of them has gained some new
skills,” Garland continued. “Some of
them haven’t played a ton of soccer
before. One of our girls hadn’t played
soccer at all. This season was her first
time out playing soccer and she has built
skills that are unbelievable and is pick-
ing up the different positions really well.
To see all of them being able to play on
the fly, being able to be diverse through-
out the whole field was fantastic.”

As he reflected on his squad’s blem-
ish-free season, Garland emphasized
how a strong group of individuals man-
aged to blend together and become an
elite unit.

“I’m going to take away from this sea-
son just how diverse they were and what
a great group of girls they are,” Garland
said. “They enjoyed coming to the field
and playing together. They all wanted to
be here and share that time on the field.
They all had their own individuality
and their own skills they brought to our
team, but they were still able to play as a
strong team. They did fantastic. I'm un-
believably proud of these girls.”

Legion

Veteran Affairs Canada defines a veteran as “any former member
of the Canadian Armed Forces who successfully underwent basic
training and is honorably released”. This includes personnel
who served as reservists. There is no minimum time required in
service, and no need to have seen military action.

It is possible that service men and women who served for even

short periods of time may be eligible for monetary awards in

compensation for injuries that can be related to their time in
uniform.

The Royal Canadian Legion is ready and willing to help all

veterans, whether they are Legion members or not. If you

believe there is even a small chance that you may be entitled to
this assistance, please don't hesitate to give us a call.

The Provincial Service Officer, Britany Campbell, will be visiting
the Perth Regiment Veterans Branch 236 St. Marys during the
week of October 8-10. Her job is to use a variety of resources
to assist veterans in obtaining all awards they are eligible for.
Anyone who would like to discuss a possible claim with her is
urged to call the Branch Service Officer, Mike Rumble at 519-317-
9410 no later than September 11, 2025 to set up an appointment.
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U13 Rockies win gold at year- end tournament

SPENCER SEYMOUR
Independent Sports Reporter

The Forman Electric U13 St. Marys
Rockies captured the gold medal at the
Year-End Tournament in Listowel Aug.
22-24.

Assistant coach Jim Holliday ex-
plained how the team turned in some
of their strongest baseball of the entire
season during the weekend-long tourna-
ment.

“Our success stemmed from the abili-
ty to string together hits, which is some-
thing we had struggled with this year,”
said Holliday. “In particular, Mark
(Richardson) had a strong tournament at
the plate, batting 10 for 12 in the leadoff
position. Furthermore, I thought it was
the best we’ve played defensively this
season. We made a lot of outs in the field
and didn’t allow multiple-run innings,
which had been hurting us in previous
games and tournaments.”

Holliday elaborated on the team’s two-
way excellence, noting it was the cul-
mination of a year of building up their
abilities.

“Our defence got stronger as the year
went on,” Holliday said. “We struggled
early in the year to make the routine outs
in the field. The improved defence in our
tournament was a combination of our
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
The Forman Electric U13 St. Marys Rockies won the gold medal at the Year-End Tournament
Aug. 22-24 in Listowel. Pictured in the front row, from left to right, are James Holliday, Ben
Becker, Lachlann Thistle, Derek Vernooy and Jim Holliday. In the back row, from left, are
Zach Rooney, Sawyer Hayes, Elliot Wilhelm, Briland Cunningham, Hudson Monteith, Luke
Savile, Ryder Boemer, Mark Richardson, Cam Hughes, Jayden Rooney and Myles Newton.

bution from every player in our batting
lineup. It was the most consistent we’ve

practice repetitions and increased focus
in the field. Offensively, we got a contri-

AMONG BINS

hit throughout the lineup all year.”

After breezing through their three
round-robin games, the Rockies rode
strong pitching from Derek Vernooy
and Lachlan Thistle to a 16-2 victory
over Saugeen Shores in the semi-finals,
setting the stage for a gold-medal clash
against Exeter.

In the championship game, a tight-
ly contested, back-and-forth affair, St.
Marys took a slim, one-run lead into
the final inning, leading 7-6. In the last
inning, the Rockies first got a jolt of
momentum with a head-first slide into
third base, firing up the entire St. Marys
bench. This momentum led to the Rock-
ies scoring four runs, in part thanks to a
two-run double by Vernooy. James Hol-
liday came in to close out the win after
solid pitching by starter Elliott Wilhelm
and Richardson.

Jim Holliday reflected glowingly on
the season and its victorious conclusion.

“We had a great group of players on
this year’s team and the guys really
came together in the final tournament,”
Jim Holliday told the Independent.
“There was a belief that we could win,
and they executed on that vision. This
tournament win proved to the kids that
when you play together as a team, you
can be successful. It was a very positive
way to end the season.”
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The Lincolns’ era of magic

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

Few could have predicted the impact
on St. Marys that two kids from Milton,
Ontario would have when the St. Marys
Lincolns signed Jaden Lee and Luca
Spagnolo at the beginning of the 2022-
23 season.

Three years later, the lifelong best
friends, dubbed the ‘Milton Magicians,’
turned into cornerstone pieces of some
of the most successful Lincolns’ teams
in decades.

Spagnolo reflected on the duo’s tenure
with the Lincolns.

“I’ve said this multiple times; this is
the best junior hockey organization in
the world,” said Spagnolo. “They treat
us unbelievably well. The fans are
amazing. They made us feel like ce-
lebrities, even though it was just junior
hockey and the players and coaches, we
all loved each other. It was always an
easy decision for us to stay here.”

During their tenure, the Lincolns ad-
vanced to the Western Conference Fi-
nals in each of their three seasons, win-
ning one conference title in 2024, the
same year the Lincolns battled the Li-
stowel Cyclones in the Sutherland Cup
Final. Additionally, the 2024-25 squad
set a new franchise record for the lon-
gest winning streak in Lincolns history
when they won 18 in a row. They also
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set a new record for the longest winning
streak to start a season when they won
their first 11 games of the campaign.
Individually, Spagnolo served as team
captain in his final season and finished

suring 126 yards.

Gord Pearson sinks hole-

On Aug. 21, 90-year-old Gord Pearson drained a hole-in-one at River Valley Golf and
Tube Slide. It was Pearson’s eighth ever hole-in-one and came on hole number 12, mea-

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

(MCGINNY PHOTOGRAPHY PHOTO)

with 71 goals and 153 points in 137
games with the Lincolns. Spagnolo’s
35 goals last year led the Lincs in reg-
ular-season scoring. Spagnolo added 22
goals and 42 points in 56 playoff games.
Spagnolo was also named to the 2024-
25 Western Conference All-Star team,
and he enjoyed the longest point streak
in the entire GOJHL of the 2024-25
regular season. With nine game-win-
ners last season and 14 in his career,
Spagnolo also set the Lincolns’ all-time
single-season and career records for
game-winning goals.

Lee led the Lincolns’ offensive pro-
duction in 2024-25, posting 77 points,
which included 29 goals. In his career,
Lee posted 62 goals and 165 points in
139 games, all of which came in a Lin-
colns’ jersey. He registered 22 goals and
50 points in 55 career postseason games.
In his final season, Lee was the recipi-
ent of the Kevin McIntosh Award as the
best defensive forward and the Bill Lo-
chead Trophy as the most gentlemanly
player. Lee had the league’s second-lon-
gest point streak in 2024-25 at 18 games,
only behind Spagnolo, and tied for the
longest goal streak in the GOJHL Ilast
season at seven games. Lee also set an
all-time franchise record for shorthand-
ed goals in a single season, scoring sev-
en during the 2024-25 season.

Lee called his three years playing in
St. Marys the experience of a lifetime.

“It really was the community that
made it special,” Lee stated. “The crowd
and the atmosphere was something I’ve
never been able to experience anywhere
else in my life. It got us excited to come
to the rink every day, and knowing the
town had our backs was a special feel-
ing that we could channel into our game
and play with energy and passion. It’s
not what I expected when I came here
to play while in university, but it turned

into a really special, homey experience.”

That atmosphere of support that sur-
rounded the team, according to Spag-
nolo, aided the pair in carrying on and
building on the team’s successful men-
tality.

“What stands out to me most is the
culture we helped build,” Spagnolo said.
“This franchise was struggling for a few
years before we got there, and some of
the leaders we learned from got there.
We played for each other every night.
When you get a team that wants to do
that, you build something special, and
that’s the biggest thing that I’'m going to
remember from playing here.”

Both Lee and Spagnolo credited the
Lincs’ elite coaching staff with helping
the group rise to the superstar level they
did.

“I’ve just grown so much off the ice,”
said Lee. “On the ice, they gave us all the
tools we needed to succeed. The practic-
es we had were amazing. We practiced
with such great pace, and Jeff (Bradley)
is obviously an amazing coach. The
drills, the skill development with (Mike
Siddall and Mike Herman), and our sys-
tems were all amazing. We had super
steady systems that we adopted early on
in us being here, and we stuck to them.”

“Jeff (Bradley) instilled that compete
level in us from day one, and he taught
us discipline and hard work,” added
Spagnolo. “I think he turned me into the
leader that I am, and he taught us how to
be great players and great men. He em-
bodies what it means to be a hard-work-
ing individual.”

Lee and Spagnolo didn’t just become
fan favourites and the stars of the team,
but they also came to be the faces of
the team’s most successful era in recent
memory. They became synonymous
with the team’s most magical triumphs
of the last three years, and created a leg-
acy among the team’s greats in history.

“It’s super special that I could have
that impact on the community the same
way that the community and the team
had an impact on me,” Lee said. “I'm
looking around my room right now, and I
have all my Lincs stuff scattered around
everywhere. I have the jersey hung up,
some milestone pucks, and to feel that
the team gave so much to me, it’s a re-
ally cool feeling that I might have given
that back. Both Luca and I say it all the
time, how much we love the Lincolns,
and this team and this town will always
hold a special place in our hearts.”

Spagnolo echoed Lee’s comments,
adding what he believes it means to be
a Lincoln.

“We all wanted to win. We all want-
ed to play for each other. Having that
passion and that drive to be better every
time you step on the ice is very enticing,
and I think that’s what it means to be a
Lincoln.”

“Every time I think of St. Marys, it
puts a smile on my face,” Spagnolo con-
tinued. “I hope Jaden and I have had an
impact on hockey in St. Marys, because
I know St. Marys has had an impact on
us. It was by far the greatest three years
of my life.”
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Lincs split first two preseason games against rlval Warriors

(MCGINNY PHOTOGRAPHY PHOTO)

The St. Marys Lincolns opened their preseason schedule with back-to-back battles against the Stratford Warriors on Aug. 29 in Stratford and Aug. 30 in St. Marys. On the left, Stratford
skater Mateo Craievich reels from being checked into the Lincolns’ bench by Jack Clarke. On the right, Lincs’ forward Devun Colebrook hunts down the puck. Colebrook scored two goals
in the Lincolns’ 4-3 win over the Warriors on Aug. 30, including the game-winner. Colebrook’s second goal of the game came with just 17.5 seconds left on the clock in the third period,
the only stretch of time in which the Lincolns held the lead during the game. Clarke and James MacGregor also found the back of the net for St. Marys. On Aug. 29, the Lincolns fell to the
Warriors 4-1, with Jakub Drobny scoring the only St. Marys goal.
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SCRAPBOOK

Aidan Ehgotz gets a swift hit during a Dunny’s Source For Sports U9 WOBA Blue St. Marys
Rockies game earlier this season.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Charlotte Holliday swings at an incoming pitch during a Royal Canadian Legion U9 HP Red
St. Marys Rockies game earlier this season.
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(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Dean Feeney steps into a long-range shot during a U11 Boys Tier Two St. Marys Storm game
earlier this season.
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(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Jordan Leppington rockets the ball to first base during a Hubbard Pharmacy Limited U9
WOBA Red St. Marys Rockies game earlier this season.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Edwin Walsh sends a pitch towards the plate during a Canadian Tire U11 OBA St. Marys
Rockies game earlier this season.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Rens Debruin sends the ball flying up the field during a U16 Boys Tier Three St. Marys Storm
game earlier this season.
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(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO) (SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Briland Cunningham dashes around first base after getting a hit during a U13 WOBA St. Julia Gracey makes contact with an incoming ball during a Wildwood Care Centre U15 HP
Marys Rockies game earlier this season. St. Marys Rockies game earlier this season.

b ¥ AP el R L R I

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO) (SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Madee Stewardson puts a quick shot on goal during a U12 Girls Tier Two St. Marys Storm  Finn Reid blasts a shot on target during a U12 Boys Tier Three Grey St. Marys Storm game
game earlier this season. earlier this season.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO) (SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Ayla Boemer releases a pitch during a McLean Taylor Construction U11 HP St. Marys Rock- Sawyer Votary sends the ball flying through the air during a St. Marys Building Centre U13
ies game earlier this season. EB St. Marys Rockies game earlier this season.




Thursday, September 4, 2025

St. Marys Independent

COLUMNS

UKRAINIAN

ALONA VASYLIEVA

Independent Columnist

Aug. 24 has always been a day of vibrant celebration
in Ukraine. It’s our Independence Day, a time for pa-
rades, traditional foods and a deep sense of national
pride.

But this year, being away from home, the holiday had
a different, almost sombre flavour. The usual joyous en-
ergy was replaced with a quieter, more reflective feel-
ing. I spent the day doing what felt right; curled up on
the couch, wrapped in a Ukrainian flag, eating borscht
and perogies, and sharing a video call with family back
home. It was a strange mix of sadness and gratitude, a
reminder that even thousands of miles away, our tradi-
tions and our hearts remain connected.

Here in Canada, there’s no shortage of Ukrainian
community events, and for that, I am truly thankful.
But sometimes, you just need a day to yourself to pro-
cess things. For many of us who have moved abroad,
staying mentally afloat means staying busy and em-
bracing new routines. We find ourselves adopting cus-
toms we never knew we needed. And I have to say,
Canadian Thanksgiving has quickly become a new fa-
vourite.

I’ve always been a bit confused about why Canadians
celebrate Thanksgiving in October while Americans
do it in late November. Did one country just get a head
start on the turkey? A bit of research revealed the truth;
Canada’s Thanksgiving is in October because our har-
vest season comes earlier. It also serves to prevent any
confusion with Remembrance Day in November. The
U.S. date, on the other hand, was officially set by Pres-
ident Lincoln during the Civil War. I find it fascinating
that the same holiday can have such different origins,
each rooted in its own unique national history.

The idea of having a specific day dedicated to grati-
tude is something [ wish we had back home in Ukraine.
Of course, every country has reasons to be thankful,
but having a designated holiday makes it official, and
let’s be honest, getting a day off is a great reason to
be grateful all by itself! The whole atmosphere of the
Canadian harvest season feels so special to me. I can’t
wait to get my porch decorated with pumpkins and vi-
brant mum flowers.

This summer, [’ve been practicing gratitude. Every
time I get a little overwhelmed, I stop and find at least
five things to be thankful for. It helps put things in per-
spective. And what better way to do it than at a family
potluck surrounded by people who feel like home?

As immigrants, we often face a bit of a balancing act.
How do we keep our Ukrainian traditions alive while

ST. MARYS UNITED CHUCH

Wednesday, September 24

5:30 - 6:30 p.m. .
St. Marys United Church %

All tickets $25 - Drive thru pickup

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM CINDY JONES 519.284.2704
CHURCH OFFICE 519.284.3016 OR ANY CHURCH MEMBERS

A Ukrainian heart in Canada — finding gratitude in new traditions

(ALONA VASYLIEVA PHOTOS)

A Ukrainian immigrant grapples with a bittersweet Independence Day and a bafflingly peaceful Canadian summer, all while
finding new meaning in Thanksgiving and the kindness of strangers. Pictured are two unique perspectives on the beauty

of my new home in St. Marys.

also embracing the new customs of our adopted home?
How do we stay true to our national identity without
losing our minds in the process? Our kids seem to have
this figured out. They’ve integrated so quickly and
embrace Canadian holidays with an enthusiasm that’s
both a joy and a little bit hilarious. One minute they’re
learning a Ukrainian folk dance, the next they’re ob-
sessed with getting the best Halloween candy.

What has made this balancing act so much easier is
the incredibly warm welcome we’ve received from Ca-
nadians. You never feel a cold shoulder, or that “I’m
Canadian and you’re not good enough” attitude. It’s
genuinely astonishing to see the patience and kindness
with which Canadians welcome an unstoppable flow
of newcomers from all over the world. It feels less like
we’re guests and more like we’re long-lost relatives.

This summer has been so unnervingly tranquil, I’'m
starting to think I’ve accidentally moved into a still-life
painting. The lawnmowers? They’ve been on strike. I
haven’t heard the familiar roar of a gas engine since
July, and I’'m starting to worry if all my neighbors de-
cided to collectively switch to quiet, electric mowers

A.N.A.F. Unit 265

23 Wellington St. N.
519-284-4390

NFL FOOTBALL POOL
Picks need to be in by Sept. 6th.
For more details call or stop in.

NEVADA TICKETS AVAILABLE

MEAT DRAWS EVERY FRIDAY 6PM

without telling me. The sheer, uninterrupted quiet is
unsettling.

And don’t even get me started on the trains. They’ve
completely vanished. Poof! Gone. I used to rely on
their rhythmic rumble to lull me to sleep — a comfort-
ing reminder that the world was still turning. Now?
Nothing. It’s a silence so profound I can hear my own
ears ringing. I’ve even stuck my head out the window
a few times just to make sure [ haven’t gone deaf. I'm
beginning to wonder if a secret high-speed rail line has
been built, or if my nervous system has finally found
its Zen and declared a state of permanent vacation. I'm
going with the latter; it’s a much more flattering nar-
rative.

This summer’s peaceful vibe, combined with the new
traditions and the endless kindness of our Canadian
hosts, has been a beautiful reminder of the power of
gratitude. No matter the struggles, no matter the dis-
tance from home, there are always things to be thank-
ful for. And sometimes, those things can be as simple
as a quiet evening, a kind neighbour, or a day off to eat

perogies on the couch.
W
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Call for daily picking conditions 519-283-6025
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HISTORIC ST. M ARYS: Barn Fire at Coupland Heights, Part Two

MARY SMITH

Independent Columnist

On June 12, 1924, the Journal Argus carried the sto-
ry of a barn fire on the previous Saturday evening at
Dr. Percy Coupland’s property on James Street South.
The barn and contents were completely destroyed and
six horses, stabled in the barn, perished. The news-
paper continued to follow the story and learned that
several days later, Dr. Coupland’s insurance compa-
ny, Waterloo Mutual, received a typed letter signed
Pro Publico Bono. (For the public good!) It suggested
that an enquiry into the recent St. Marys fire would
be very desirable. Because the letter was anonymous,
it was ignored. Then the insurance company received
a second letter, and this one was signed: “Gentlemen:
I think you would do well by making enquiries into
the fire at St. Marys before paying anything out for
damages done of loss caused by fire on Saturday, 7th
day of June. I am referring to barn and contents at the
Coupland Heights. I remain, Yours etc. C. O’Hara.”
Waterloo Mutual Insurance referred this letter to the
Provincial Fire Marshal.

The position of Provincial Fire Marshal was created
in 1916 by Ontario’s Premier William Hearst to co-or-
dinate fire services throughout the province. The first
appointment was Edwin P. Heaton who had been in
the office for eight years at the time of the Coupland
Heights fire. He had the authority to conduct official
investigations into serious or suspicious fires. In re-
sponse to O’Hara’s letter, Heaton sent one of his in-
spectors, J. W. Pointon, to St. Marys, instructing him
to find out if O’Hara had specific details to back up
his letter’s implications. On June 19, Pointon visited
the site of the fire with O’Hara and the agent for Wa-
terloo Mutual Insurance. He also obtained a transcript
of a sworn statement, given and signed by Charles
O’Hara at the St. Marys town hall. In it, O’Hara list-
ed occasions when Dr. Coupland had approached him,
suggesting that he burn down the barn and promising
to pay $200 for that service. But, O’Hara stated, he
had not yielded to the temptation.

Pointon took his evidence to Crown Attorney G.
G. McPherson in Stratford who instructed him to re-
turn to Toronto and submit his report to Fire Marshal
Heaton. McPherson recommended that a full court
of inquiry should be held as soon as possible. Heaton
agreed, arranged to travel to St. Marys, and opened the
official inquiry at 10 a.m. Friday, June 27, in the town
hall. The Journal Argus gave the investigation full and
detailed coverage in its next issue, Thursday, July 3.
The newspaper called the investigation and O’Hara’s
charges “the Sensation of the Week” and reported:
“Owing to the ominous rumours as to the origin of the
fire that had been in circulation for the previous three
weeks, widespread interest had been aroused, and the
auditorium was filled with citizens eager to learn the
ins and outs of the case at first hand.”

In front of this large audience, two men’s reputations
were on the line. Dr. Percy Coupland, a profession-
al man and an elder in the Presbyterian Church, was
accused of offering his occasional employee, Charles
O’Hara, $200 if he burned down the barn at the new
subdivision, Coupland Heights. James Brine White,
a life-long St. Marys resident and a family man who
rented stabling from Coupland, had been the last to
leave the barn on the evening of the fire — at approxi-
mately 9:20. If O’Hara had refused the offer of money
to commit an act of arson, had a similar offer been
made to White? Both Dr. Coupland and James White
had made insurance claims after the fire — Coupland
for the loss of the building and its contents, White for
the loss of his four horses and the wagons he used for
his delivery business. Witnesses had been subpoenaed
and would be examined by Crown Attorney McPher-
son. Dr. Coupland was represented by his lawyer, J.

W. Graham. Another St. Marys lawyer, Armour W.
Ford, was appearing for James White. Fire Marshal
E. P. Heaton presided, assisted by J. W. Pointon. The
Fire Marshal Office’s recorder was also present to pre-
pare a full transcript for the files. The Crown Attorney
ordered that the subpoenaed witnesses leave the hall
until they were called to give their testimony.

The first witness was St. Marys Fire Chief William
Moyes. Crown Attorney McPherson questioned him to
establish the time of the fire, when the alarm had been
sounded (the whistle blew at 9:40 p.m.) and the local
fire department’s response. Dr. Fred Page, a veterinar-
ian, was called next. He explained his informal agree-
ment with Dr. Coupland for the stabling of two horses
in the barn. Both had died in the fire and were not in-
sured. Dr. Page’s employee, Albert Ogglesby, was also
questioned. Both he and Dr. Page described the layout
of the barn’s interior — the location of the stables and
where the equipment and hay were stored. Question-
ing also concerned access to the barn. There were
large sliding doors on either end so that teams could
be driven through. One door was locked and bolted
from the inside. The other door was padlocked on the
outside. Who had keys to this padlock? It seemed that
Ogglesby, James White, and Dr. Coupland had the
only three keys.

James White was next, and McPherson questioned
him at length. He established that White was a local
resident and a carpenter by trade. He had been in the
delivery business for about a year. Since the fire, he
had done no work. McPherson took him through his
actions on the evening of June 7, from arriving at the
barn on Saturday evening to meet his four drivers,
making sure the horses were settled and the equipment
stored away. He had then bolted one set of barn doors
on the inside and switched off the electric light. He
went out with the last two of his drivers, closed and
padlocked the other barn door. White described his
route walking home, crossing James to Park Street and
then turning south onto Water Street. He explained he
had almost reached his house on Water Street when
he heard the fire alarm. He turned back toward town
and could see the fire in the distance from the corner
of Park Street, He thought at first that the Wood Spe-
cialty factory on the west side of James Street was on
fire, and didn’t realize until he got closer that it was
the barn.

White was also questioned about his financial cir-
cumstances. He replied that his business was at last
coming together and doing reasonably well although
he admitted he was carrying a small debt. He hoped
to be able to resume his business because carpentry
work was hard to find. His lawyer, Armour Ford,
cross-examined White. He asked him what communi-
cation he had recently had with Dr. Coupland. White
replied that he had paid him rent on the Tuesday be-
fore the fire, but Dr. Coupland had asked him noth-
ing. He didn’t know how the fire started but “he was
assured in his own mind that Dr. Coupland didn’t do
it.” He had heard rumours, but he didn’t believe them.
Fire Marshal Heaton intervened at this point, rejecting
hearsay testimony. The two delivery drivers who left
the barn with White were also called and corroborated
White’s account of the evening of the fire although
they could not say for sure how long White had stayed
behind when they left to go downtown. The inquiry
adjourned at this point. It was one o’clock and past
time for lunch.

During the afternoon session the most startling tes-
timony would be given, undoubtedly the part of the
proceedings that the audience most wanted to hear.
The attention turned to Dr. Coupland and to Charles
O’Hara whose accusations were the reason for holding
the inquiry. They were both to be called for question-
ing. Which testimony would be believed? To be con-
tinued...

(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ST. MARYS MUSEUM'S DIGITAL COLLECTION

OF HISTORIC IMAGES)
James Brine White (1871-1952) lost four horses and four
wagons in Dr. Coupland’s barn fire, the means of his liveli-
hood. Nevertheless, rumours spread that he was somehow
involved in starting the fire.
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OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Malaga celebrates Picassso, its native son

PAUL KNOWLES

Independent Columnist

There are plenty of reasons to
visit the historic Spanish city
of Malaga — a beautiful cathe-
dral, extensive Roman ruins, a
glorious view of the Mediterra-
nean among them.

But the truth is everywhere
you go there is an overriding
presence; this was the birth-
place of iconoclast painter
Pablo Picasso. Though he only
lived here for the first 10 years
of his life, Malaga has claimed
Picasso as its own.

The truth is, almost no one is
blas¢ about Picasso’s work. Ei-
ther people admire it greatly, or
they think it is ridiculous. This
is not a man who painted lovely
pastoral scenes or photographi-
cally correct still lifes. Picasso
is credited as a co-founder of
the Cubist movement. Cubist
art involves the deconstruction
and re-assembling of the sub-
ject of the painting, to dramat-
ic and often unrecognizable
effect.

It can probably be argued
all of modern art owns much
of its origins to Pablo Picasso.
On a recent visit to the Gardin-
er Museum in Toronto, which

features ceramic art, I was in-
trigued to spot a wildly painted
plate amidst much more con-
ventional designs — and yes,
it was an original creation of
Pablo Picasso.

But back to Malaga. And
please don’t misunderstand
me; there really is much more
to this ancient city than a
groundbreaking painter. Mala-
ga is, in fact, one of the oldest
continually inhabited cities in
western Europe, first founded
by the Phoenicians around 770
BC. The Roman amphitheatre
here is amazing. With its intact
steps, tiers of stone seats and
flagstone stage, it seems more
like a contemporary perfor-
mance space than a ruin that
dates back almost two millen-
nia. On the hillside above the
Roman theatre is the Alcazaba,
a citadel from the time of the
Moors in the 11th century.

And then there is the lav-
ish Cathedral of Malaga, one
of several important historic
churches in the city. It took
about 250 years to complete
the cathedral, a project that
started in 1528!

So yes, history goes very
deep here.

But inescapable in the heart
of all of this is the reality that
one of the most renowned, re-
vered, disliked, adored, con-
troversial artists of the modern
period spent the first decade of
his life here.

The historic sites through-
out Malaga certainly gain their
share of attention from avid
photographers, but I suspect
the most photographed scene
in the city — and certainly the
busiest selfie spot —— is the

A bronze Pablo Picasso with his birthplace in the back-

ground.

A Malaga street musician.

life-sized bronze sculpture of
Picasso, seated on a marble
bench that is clearly intended
to invite visitors to join the
artist on the bench. And in the
background is his birthplace.

Malaga is also home to the
Picasso Museum. Well, one of
many Picasso museums — there
are certainly similarly named
galleries in Paris, in Barcelo-
na, in Antibes and any art gal-
lery worth its salt has a collec-
tion of Picassos. Fortunately,
he was a prolific producer of
pieces of art.

Yet while his work has spread
far and wide, the Malaga mu-
seum has managed to garner a
good collection and the guided
tours offer a lot of insight into
Picasso’s work and the philos-
ophies behind his complicated
images.

Our guide there was genuine-
ly honest, explaining that while
there are lots of theories about
the development of Picasso’s
styles — including the fact that
he was dyslexic — there is much
that is merely conjecture.

One example I enjoyed in-
volves a painting labelled
“Seated Woman.” Before she
revealed the name of the piece,
our guide asked us our opinion
about the subject of the work.
I boldly suggested it was a
self-portrait by Picasso, basing
my uneducated guess on the
sweater and beret the subject
appeared to be wearing, sim-
ilar to clothing I had seen on
photos of Picasso.

The guide then told us the ti-
tle, which seemed to discount
my guess, but she admitted
Picasso’s paintings typically
don’t have titles given by the

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

Malaga’s first-century Roman amphitheatre.

artist. “Seated Woman” was
the opinion of an expert, but
the guide admitted she actual-
ly agreed with my very non-ex-
pert guess.

As we toured the museum
with a small group, I was in-
terested to see about half of the
visitors rushed through, bare-
ly glancing at paintings they
clearly did not appreciate. The
other half (maybe a smaller
percentage) soaked up every
bit of information they could
get and lingered over individ-
ual paintings.

And it was intriguing. Our
guide pointed out that in some
paintings, Picasso had intend-
ed the normally impossible
task of presenting his subject
from all sides at once; thus, the
Cubist reconstruction.

She also noted the overt sex-
ualization in some of his work
— his women tend to have large

circles portraying oversized
breasts, for example.

Enough art studies for today;
I simply found Malaga’s obvi-
ous pride in their native son
was very appealing and I was
glad to benefit from their work
to celebrate Picasso.

And then, as we took in the
harbour view from atop the
hills, I noticed two young girls
below us, attempting to create
their own art — purse-lipped
selfies on smart phones. The
results won’t be Cubist — but
they won’t truly reflect reality
either.

Paul Knowles is an author
and travel writer, and past
president of the Travel Media
Association of Canada. To
contact Paul about travel, his
books, or speaking engage-
ments, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

Picasso’s “Seated Woman,” which may actually be a

self-portrait.
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EAT AT ()UR HOUSE What'’s for lunch?

-

LAUREN EEDY

Independent Columnist

September has arrived and
schedules are bustling. This
week features simple and
healthy lunches prepared in
under 15 minutes for back to
school or work.

I’ve included a no-bake spe-
cial and healthy snack option.

Sesame noodle bowl

Total time: 15 minutes

Sesame Sauce:

¥ cup sesame paste (or tahi-
ni)

Ya cup warm water

3 tbsp soy sauce

1 tbsp sesame oil

1 tbsp rice vinegar

1 clove grated garlic

Siracha and sugar to taste

Bowl:

6-8 ounces stir-fry noodles,
Chinese egg noodles, or lingui-
ni in a pinch

2 cups edamame, cooked

2 cucumbers, diced

1 pound chicken breast,
cooked and diced

Sesame seeds

Method:

- Sauce: whisk all sauce ingre-
dients together until smooth;
you can run it through the food
processor, or shake in a jar.

- Noodles: cook noodles for a
few minutes less than package
instructions. If noodles seem
sticky, rinse in cold water. Toss
with about half the sauce.

- Divide noodles, edamame,
cucumber and chicken into
containers. Drizzle with extra
sauce and sprinkle with sesame
seeds. Store in fridge for 3-4
days. Eat hot or cold.

Creamy kale Caesar salad

Total time: 15 minutes

1 large bunch of kale

1/3 cup chopped walnuts

Y cup sour cream

Ya cup freshly grated parme-
san cheese

3 tbsp extra virgin olive oil

1 tbsp fresh lemon juice

1 clove minced garlic

Ya tsp salt

Freshly ground black pepper

Method:

- Remove and discard the
large stems and centre ribs from
kale and cut the leaves into nar-
row strips. Toss in a large bowl
with toasted walnuts.

- In a small bowl, whisk to-
gether the sour cream, par-
mesan, olive oil, lemon juice,
garlic, salt and pepper to taste.
Pour dressing over kale and toss
to coat. Eat within 24 hours.

Creamy pasta salad with
broccoli and raisins

Total time: 15 minutes

Leave out raisins if that
doesn’t appeal to you.

1 small head broccoli

1 % cups cooked whole wheat
elbow macaroni

1/3 cup raisins

1 green onion, white and
green parts thinly sliced

1 tbsp honey

1 tsp yellow mustard or Dijon

s tsp kosher salt

Method:
- Remove the thick stems

from the broccoli and discard
(or save to use another meal).
Slice the florets into bite-size
pieces.

- In a large bowl, combine the
broccoli, macaroni, raisins and
green onions.

- In a small bowl, whisk to-
gether the sour cream, vinegar,
honey, mustard and salt. Pour
over the macaroni mixture and
stir until well combine. Store in
fridge in an airtight container
for up five days.

Chocolate-peanut
bars

Prep: 25 minutes; Total time:
1 hour and 25 minutes; Serves:
16 bars

No-bake energy bars, serv-
ing a healthy dose of protein,
are perfect for lunchtime or af-
ter-school snacks. They contain
peanuts, but you can use a pea-
nut-free alternative. Taste like
Snickers.

% cup Medjool dates

1 cup smooth natural pea-
nut butter or nut butter of your
choice

Y5 cup rolled oats

Ya tsp salt

Y2 cup unsalted, dry-roasted
peanuts or nuts of your choice

energy

% cup bittersweet chocolate
chips

Method:

- Soak dates in hot water.
Cover in medium bowl for
10 minutes. Drain, reserving
soaking water.

- Meanwhile, line eight-inch
square baking dish with parch-
ment paper, leaving extra hang-
ing over sides. Lightly coat
with cooking spray.

- Combine soaked dates, nut
butter of choice, oats and salt in
a food processor. Process until
very finely chopped and start-
ing to clump together. If the
mixture seems dry, add a little
reserved soaking water, 1 tbsp
at a time. Transfer to medium
bowl and stir in chopped nuts.
Spread the mixture evenly and
firmly into prepared pan.

- Place chocolate chips
in a microwave-safe bowl and
microwave on medium (50%)
until melted, 2-3 minutes.
Spread the chocolate evenly
over the oat mixture. Refrig-
erate until cold, about 1 hour.
Remove from the pan by lifting
the overhanging parchment.
Cut into 16 squares.

Straight from the Shelves

LAURA MCASH

GRANT

St. Marys Public Library

Our resident puppet, Edith, has some
fantastic news: she’s running a new chil-
dren’s program! Join her one Saturday a
month at 10 a.m. for songs and stories
themed around her latest exciting trav-
els. “Edith’s Storytime Adventures” be-
gins September 13 with her tales about
the time she went to school. This pro-
gram is free to attend, and no registra-
tion is required. Everyone is welcome!

This Week’s Recommendation

Edith is a voracious picture book reader.
One of her current favourites is “Ellie
Has a Secret”, a beautifully illustrated
story by Amelia Bothe. In it, young El-
lie deals with the physical manifestation
of a secret. It starts out small and man-
ageable, but as time passes, the Secret

Cell: 226.376.1641

your mortgage needs!

@ THEMORTGAGEGROUP

FSRA# 10315

Andrew Darling
Mortgage Agent Level 1, Lic #M25000482

Email: Andrew.Darling@mortgagegroup.com
Web: www.andrewd.tmgbroker.com

Ask me about reverse mortgages and all

becomes so large that Ellie can’t eat or
sleep due to its presence. How will Ellie
handle this issue? Find out by borrowing
“Ellie Has a Secret” today.

Up This Week

Fri., Sept. 5: Movie in the Park — Thun-
derbolts* (Dusk)

Sat., Sept. 6: Dungeons and Dragons (10
a.m.)

Mon., Sept. 8: Euchre Mondays (10:30
a.m.)

Tues., Sept. 9: Recipe Club (10:30 a.m.),
Write of Way (6:30-7:30 p.m.)

Wed., Sept. 10: EarlyON Play and Read
(9:30-10:30 a.m.), Mahjong! (1-4 p.m.)
Thurs., Sept. 11: FOL Book Sale (10
a.m. to 6 p.m.)"

*Cadzow Park (217 Park St.)

~Lind Sportsplex [The Quarry] (425 Wa-
ter St. S)

REMOVAIL

GRAYDEN MILLS

. 306-630-8209
. graydenmills@yahoo.ca

HAVEN
MEDIA

Wondering how local media
can help grow your business?
Let me help tailor a
customized marketing plan
for your business goals.

heather@granthaven.com @ZIWixKktxy,
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RESIDENTIAL SNOW *" B ST . MARYS

Call or email for a free qu ! 'IO
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dl D F N TISTRY

520 WATER ST, S. PO. BOX 1650 | ST. MARYS, ON N4X 1B9 | 519-284-2660

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

NGMNE ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
i i |
sl ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
i | i i i d have | . .
th e hass|e_ We offer early morning appointment times, and have later appointment times

three days per week.
520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9

Ph: 519-284-2660 | www.stmarysdentalclinic.com n @]m
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Riddles

I fly without wings, | cry without eyes. Whenever | go,
darkness flies. What am I?
A cloud.

The more you take, the more you leave behind. What
am|?
Footsteps.

I’m full of keys but can’t open any doors. What am I?
A piano.

I’'m tall when I’'m young, and short when I'm old. What
amI?
A candle.

| get wetter the more | dry. What am I?
A towel.

I can be cracked, made, told, and played. What am I?
A joke.

I’'m not alive, but | can grow. | don’t have lungs, but |
need air. What am I?
A fire.

I'm round and bright and seen at night, but
sometimes I’'m gone from sight. What am I?
The moon.

I can run but never walk, | have a bed but never sleep.
What am I?
Ariver.

I shine bright in the sky, but I'm not the sun. Kids wish
on me when the day is done. What am I?
A star.

You can hear me and feel me, but you can’t see me. |
make trees dance. What am I?
The wind.

- Word Search -

SPONSORED BY:

G PROgG
;\"“ C *-?"’:5 Adult Learning Programs of Perth, Upstairs at the St. Marys Public Library
E-"\/# E (700 Church Street North, St. Marys, ON) | Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
'-'é,& ‘\é alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca | www.adultlearningperth.ca | Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

AUGUST HIGHLIGHTS
MGRADUCFLELIQEREJTZDBETF Parks Lawn
ASMHJEZSEREKICVS3SUHTLUSN )
NCVRFDGYAFVUJRDEATETF Bowling
HNIXBAVGVIVEKTATIETILIN Doors Open
DXIVIPTMAXSPJIXXDRDDI
HWVREZLEKENEKUAFPZFZCDOT Victoria Mboko
LOGEWXEOEEHWNEEZFAYTULTU . .
GAZAFAMINELXTHLGNRBE p ArCanadastrike
VICTORIAMBOEKOTENAEMS Museum Melodies
WMLNSXLXEBIUXSOZDAMT
TMOVUDPYBJEZTOQTIZZARTUE TeddyBear Reunion
EVGRAHAMSCORNOQEREMSREE
PARKSLAWNBOWLINGTESM Irumpmeets Putin
ADOORSOPENLYMXNGERUTUP Gaza famine
PURPOUERREPFILLEZRYINMM
MITCHELLGOLFRNDQQEKTITUTU Mitchell Golf
MCDCMWULLSTYOPRWEOTUR
XKONXBKSPBMALFTXQNTLT Grahams corn
EUTNPTUWTWGTROGLVWVULZRTC P

urpour refillery

FXBDMOREKHDLAUJQZSCEM

Lyla Tomie (4)

P w e

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is pleased to be the sponsor of the

PET OF THE WEEK

Have you heard about our online pet store?!

Pet food, toys and more delivered right to your door!
Stay tuned this month for weekly information
segments.

Check us out! www.myVETstore.ca/stmarysvetclinic

) & [/ 0 .
g 0". .‘z Q9 s !.‘

¥

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that appears in the paper gets a
FREE MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

g OSCAR

Our Pet of the Week is Oscar, a four-month-old
Bernedoodle. Oscar resides in Stratford with
his owner, Elizabeth Johnston, and his canine

companion, Blue, who he loves to torment. We

met them at the local dog park. Oscar is a graduate
of ball therapy which is a fun, non-invasive
orthodontic intervention to improve pet dental

\_ health and wellbeing.
0, a0 v 00, 00, o0, o
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Thorndale New

Slig, Kisiny ofus

160 KING STREET (2ND FLOOR)
THORNDALE, ON | TEL.226.377.0893
RISINGLOTUSYOGASTUDIO@GMAIL.COM
WWW.RISINGLOTUSYOGASTUDIO.COM
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A section within the
St. Marys Independent

I

Rising Lotus Yoga Studio offers an intimate cozy
space to express the self and soul through yoga. We
believe that yoga is for every age, shape, and season

of one's journey.
Our variety of classes focus on community and
aspire to celebrate the unique beauty each student
shares through the practice of yoga.

THORNDALE

WEEKLY NEWS 1L, I .

THORNDALE

info@stmarysindependent.com

www.granthaven.com

Haunting memories

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

How does a small rural community be the prem-
ise of unsolved mysteries? The mystery of almost
60 years ago haunts the memories of people in the
Thorndale area who remember the day Scott Leish-
man disappeared. That was March 1968, during
Spring Break. Scott didn’t show up to meet a friend
in Thorndale or return home that evening. Family
and neighbours walked the deep ditches that night
with flashlights near his home at Valleyview, then
Concession 1, and the county road just west of
Thorndale. Some of the searchers combed the river
flats across from the Leishman home and along the
Thames riverbanks. But no Scott.

In February, Frankie Jensen was reported miss-
ing, walking to school from his west London home.
The following month after Scott went missing, in
April Frankie was found in the Thames River just
north of the Thorndale Bridge, not that far from
Scott’s family home. Scott was found on the May
long weekend, kilometres away from Thorndale,
near Port Burwell in Otter Creek. Speculation
among the community grew. People wondered if
these two disappearances and deaths were con-
nected.

Barb Dorrington was a public-school friend of
Scott in Windsor before he and his family moved
to the Thorndale area. Their families had a close
relationship in Windsor and Dorrington’s older
sister maintained her friendship with Scott’s old-
er twin sisters when they moved to the Thorndale
community. Years later, Dorrington come to Lon-
don to study at Western University to become a

social worker, married and raised a family. For
over thirty years she worked as a registered so-
cial worker and art therapist with training in trau-
ma. She was a counsellor for the Catholic School
Board, with her position counselling children and
young adults with their trauma and loss of loved
ones. But Dorrington had trauma of her own that
replayed often over the years in her mind of what
happened to Scott.

Dorrington recently released her book, ‘The
Trauma Monster’. “I was encouraged by a mentor
friend” she remarked, “to write about what hap-
pened to her childhood friend, Scott.” She always
wondered and that nagging trauma that haunted
her memory never left her.

As she investigated Scott’s disappearance and
Frankie’s abduction and death, she uncovered
more stories of abduction and sexual assaults of
unsolved cases involving children and young teens
in the London area. A four-year journey of inter-
viewing, searching for clues and uncovering the
stories of survivors and family members of many
of these unanswered and disturbing occurrences of
the late 1960’s and into the 70’s haunted children
of that era who are now seniors with these myster-
ies still troubling them today.

“Because Thorndale was centred to several of
these cases” Dorrington stated, “I would like any-
one who may recall, even if it is the smallest detail
and however distant, about Frankie Jensen or when
Scott Leishman disappeared. If you have memo-
ries, family stories, or observations, no matter how
small, they may help clarify timelines or uncov-
er overlooked truths. Please email me directly at
barbdorrington@email.com.”

MON& TER

H
BARB pORRINGT? =

e

(PHOTO COURTESY OF BARB DORRINGTON)

Pictured is Barb Dorrington holding a copy of her book “The Trauma
Monster” that was recently released in June.

Thames Centre burn ban lifted

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

Due to cooler temperatures and recent
rains, the Municipality of Thames Cen-
tre lifted the burn ban last week. This

ban was for all fires, except for recre-
ational fires, which are defined in the
Thames Centre Open Air Burning By-
law.

As it states in the Municipality’s web-
site, ‘to minimize fire hazards and to en-

sure public safety, open burning must be
done with the permission of the Thames
Centre Fire Chief and in accordance
with this bylaw.” Residents can apply
for a burn permit online or at the mu-
nicipal’s office. No permit is required

for recreational fires, such as camp-
fires. For more information go to https://
www.thamescentre.on.ca/home-proper-
ty-and-utilities/fire-services/burn-per-
mits-and-backyard-fires/

What'’s on at Thorndale Library in September!

MIDDLESEX COUNTY LIBRARY STAFF

Contributed Article

For young families:

* Thorndale Storytime (Tuesdays,
10:30 a.m.): Join us for stories, songs,
rhymes, and fun!

» Early ON Play & Learn (Fridays, 9 -
11 a.m.): For families with children zero

to six years old.

* Family Movie PD Day (Tuesday,
Sept. 2, 12 p.m.) Families can vote
ahead at the library for the movie to be
shown.

For school-aged children (ages sev-
en to 11):

» After School Hangout (Wednesdays
4:30-5:30 p.m. starting Sept. 10) Join us

for crafts, games and have a blast with
your friends.

For adults and seniors:

« Stitch ‘n Chat (Tuesday, Sept. 2, 10
a.m. to 12 p.m. and Wednesday, Sept. 17
6-8 p.m. Bring your needle project and
chat. Registration required.

For all ages:

* Ni-ssss-ouri the Rock Snake

(Wednesday, Sept. 24, 3:45-4:45 p.m.)
Come to the library to paint a rock to
take home or to add to Ni-ssss-ouri the
Rock Snake. Registration required.

For more information or to register,
call 519-461-1150 or email thorndale
staff@middlesex.ca.
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THANK YOU

HELP WANTED

Tocle

Sincere thanks to all of those who have mourned the
life of June Poole who passed away peacefully on
Monday Aug. 10, 2025.

Mom had recently celebrated her 96th birthday.

June was predeceased by her beloved husband
Howard in 2014.

She was dearly loved by her children Vicki & Randy and
their spouses as well as two grandsons and three great
grandchildren.

Mom and Dad had many years of exceptional medical
care by Dr. Gatfield. Many thanks to Andrew Hodges
Funeral Home and the wonderful staff at Wildwood
Care Centre for all of their wonderful care and
kindness.

With sincere gratitude, The Poole Family

IN MEMORIAM

In memory of a loving Mother, Grandmother and
Great-Grandmother Maria A. Megens who passed
away 40 years ago on Sept. 6, 1985

Mom, did the sun shine brighter
Or the sky a deeper blue
Or was it just a different world
When we shared our lives with you.
Forever is a long time
This we know is true
But that’s how long our broken hearts
Will love and yearn for you.
Lovingly remembered by the
Megens, Degroot and Brandt families

COMMEMORATION

SHappy 90th birthday
to my guardian angel

I miss you more than words can express,
but | feel your love around me every day.
Happy Birthday in heaven Mom
Love, Patricia

‘ VOTORANTIM /

cimentos st marys

cement

Community Liaison Committee

The next Community Liaison Committee Meeting will be
held on Friday, September 12th at 10am at the St. Marys
Municipal Operations Center. Members of the public who
wish to observe are welcome to attend.

Residents who wish to speak in front of the Committee may
submit a detailed request in writing at least 3 days prior to
the meeting in writing to the Committee. The request will
be considered by the Committee and approved prior to the
meeting. Please submit all requests, questions, and
concerns for the meeting to kara pelissero@vcimentos.com
by Wednesday, September 10th

FUNERAL
HOME

Helping you design
affordable and personal
services including:

DID YOU KNOW

You can begin pre-arranging
your funeral by scanning

this QR code or visiting
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

 burial

e cremation

« donation to science
» celebrations of life
* open houses
 religious services

and clicking on “Resources”
then “pre-arrange online”

to complete a

basic information

form.

47 Wellington St. S, St. Marys
519-284-2820 | www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

Township of Perth South

SEASONAL EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR / TRUCK
DRIVER

The Township of Perth South is seeking a qualified equipment
operator/truck driver who would be available to work on a seasonal
basis for winter maintenance purposes from December 1st, 2025
until March 31st, 2026. Reporting to the Operations Manager,
applicants will be experienced with the ability to operate various
pieces of equipment, such as wheel loaders, road graders, and
tandem dump trucks equipped with snow plow, wing, and sander.
The operator may be required to perform other duties within the
Public Works Department, along with other miscellaneous labour
duties from time to time.

Applicants must have a valid “D” license with a “Z" endorsement.
Experience in road and/or equipment maintenance would be an
asset. This position is subject to weekend scheduling and 24 hr.
call-out, with a minimum of 32 hours per week.

The salary range for this position is $27.19 - $33.99 per hour
for 2025, the 2026 salary will receive a cost-of-living increase as
approved by council.

We thank all candidates for their interest, however, only those
applicants selected for an interview will be contacted.

Interested candidates are invited to submit a detailed resume
expressing their interest to the undersigned clearly marked as
“seasonal operator” by September 15th, 2025.

Ken Bettles, Director of Public Works
Township of Perth South
3191 Road 122, St. Pauls, ON NOK 1VO
Email - kbettles@perthsouth.ca

Information gathered is under the authority of the Municipal
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and shall
only be used for candidate selection purposes.

HAVE YOU BEEN AFFECTED BY
SOMEONE ELSES DRINKING?

Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place

1-800-706-9833 or App Available

“aﬂ[urd P_t;l\fc:: “’-""V:‘(
i e

RVING SINL 854

Stratford Police Service

We currently have openings for the following position:

FULL-TIME CLERK
(1-year contract)

Please refer to the City of Stratford website
at www stratford.ca for details of the duties
for this position, minimum qualifications, and
application submission process.

Completed application packages for
this Clerk position will be accepted until
September 22, 2025.

Please mail or deliver completed applications
to Stratford Police Service, 17 George Street
West, Stratford, ON N5A 1A6 OR emaiil to
recruitment@stratfordpolice.com

We thank all applicants for their interest;
however only those selected for testing will
be contacted.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT

CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Legion

BRANCH 236, ST. MARYS

Veterans, serving Canadian Forces members, RCMP,
allied forces and first responders are welcome. You do
not need to be a Legion member to attend.

Come meet fellow veterans in a safe, non-judgemental
environment of comradeship. There will be free coffee
and doughnuts.

Every Tuesday morning from 10 a.m. until 12 noon at
the St Marys Legion, beginning September 16.

66 Church Street North, St Marys.
For additional info, contact Mike Rumble at 519.317.9410

IHN@©

FiF:bT SUNDAY E‘U‘FPY MONTH

}|$15 00

MIN BOOK PL ;i‘r

WES DOORS OPEN AT 11:30

1-4PM|@

EARLY BIRD ‘

12:45 &

66 CHURCH STREET ST. MARYS

"

FOOD AND DRINKS
AVAILABLE

- Sudobu

Sponsored by:

SHACKLETON’S

FERN PRIDHAM - Real Estate Broker
519.274.2885
fernpridham@gmail.com
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Solutions on pg. 31

—
WATER STREET

DENTISTRY

(226) 661-0192

Accepting New Smiles

60 Water Street South St. Marys
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca
waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com

Find us on |3

St. Marys Independent !

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER
& www.granthaven.com Lquen

RANT

MEDIA

Looking 63
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AMY CUBBERLEY

Independent Columnist

Cool wet summer

25 years ago (2000)

Shur-Gain recently opened a poultry/swine mill
on James Street South. On site to cut the ceremo-
nial ribbon last week was recently retired compa-
ny president, John Hensel.

Despite a last-minute heat wave, the cool wet
summer has yielded low attendance at St. Marys’
most famous swimming attraction. Admission
sales were down 31 per cent year over year, or
$14,083 compared to last year’s $20,390. In addi-
tion to cool weather, staff had to deal with heavy
rain and flooding that saw the Quarry levels rise,
covering the concrete deck for several days. Only
last year, the record low water levels required the
addition of longer ladders poolside.

50 years ago (1975)

A strike called for last Friday morning at the
DeLong Scovill plant on Wellington Street North
was averted when the workers, members of the in-
ternational moulder and foundry workers union,
accepted a last-minute company offer.

The Kinsmen Club map of St. Marys, enclosed
in a glass case, was recently mounted upon the
front wall of the St. Marys Arena, north of the
main door, by Kinsmen Doug Haycock and Car-
men Stacey. Originally, the map was promoted for
the front of Town Hall or the downtown area, but
it will probably be more useful to many strangers
at the arena during the year as any other location.

75 years ago (1950)

A preliminary survey with estimated costs and
suggestions for alleviating the floods which an-
nually cause damage and discomfort to a third
of the downtown business firms and a number
of private homes along the riverbanks will result
from a conference held in Town Hall on Friday
afternoon.

Local members of the Provincial Police on night
patrol have found only one door open on places of
business here during the past several weeks. The
police hope this is a sign that St. Marys merchants
are tightening up on their security practices.

Two St. Marys lads who have volunteered for
service in the Royal Canadian Navy have re-
ceived their call to duty notices this week. Ed
Tucker will enter the Navy as Ordinary Seaman
and Douglas Parkin will take the stroker-mechan-
ic’s course.

100 years ago (1925)

Dispatches to The Globe during the past few
days report bush fires in various parts of Ontario,
with considerable loss in timber.

The Queen and Wellington branch of the Bank
of Montreal here has undergone extensive alter-
ations in the past month. A new vault has been
added, the whole interior has been re-decorated,
and a new glass door has been put into the front
of the building.

At the meeting of the Fair Board on Monday
night, it was decided to purchase a young Jersey
heifer which will be given away free to someone
holding a membership ticket which happens to be
the one drawn on Fair Day.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 519-284-0041 or email

info@stmarysindependent.com
to inquire about our directory

U NS

SHRBERSHOP

YOUR ST. MARYS (N,
BARBERSIIONM

105 OUEEN ST. E
macphersonsbarbershop.ca
226~661-0222

FINIF IS AND B0

HOME CARE

BARBER EAVESTROUGH CLEANING

A
EAVESROUCH
519.701.8838

eavestrough@sure-seal.ca

Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum
Gutter Guard * Heavy Built
Fascia * Soffit * Trim Bending & More

General Contracting - Design-Build (A-CAD)
Renovations - Additions - Doors & Windows & More!

DISPOSAL
@ BIN RENTAL

DIAMOND op ruLL JUNK
519-284-2221

DISPOSAL REMOVAL
www.diamonddisposal.ca

info@diamonddisposal.ca

Robson Scrap Metal
Open 8 to 4:30
Monday - Friday
519.284.2800

206-211 Carling St., St. Marys

TREE SERVICE

JOEL'S TREE SERVICE
919-272-5742

www.joelstreeservice.com

CALL 519.284.0041
TO INQUIRE ABOUT
OUR BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

ONLINE® (o) B | WES BENNET * ST. MARYS ON
CONSTRUCTION ELECTRICAL
,ﬁ& 485 James St S, St Marys 0
conTRacronscro,  EMail: mcc@quadro.net _ e TEARS
llz_'_ﬂ'"' Ph: 519-349-2256 TForMAN ELECTRIC LTD.

RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL = INDUSTRIAL
BACK-UP GEHEF.MT{IH SYSTEMS

Work with someone
you know you can trust!

519.284.0833

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL,
INDUSTRIAL & AGRICULTURAL

NY

(E) contact Us Today or Visit Us ontine [
519-301-8411 = stonetownelectric.ca

Hughes

GREAT SERVICE
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
EXPERT KNOWLEDGE

Full Service Electrical Solutions
226-921-1739

info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com

ECRA/ESA# 7016671

St. Marys and Surrounding Area
Sheila LeBlanc
519-630-2665

spotless@writeme.com
spotlesscleaningplus.wixsite.com/clean

ST. MARYS
519-349-2420
Sevoice joam aun Family to Youns since 1979

SILIG

5t Marys Insurance Crroup Inc

Offering Insurance Services for:

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL,
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS,
TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
Give us a call today!

199 Elgin St E - St. Marys ON - 519-284-1900

inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca

HEAT / COOL

=T o,
B

FormaN ‘FLECTRIC LTD.

GAS WORK + HEAT PUMPS «
DUCTLESS SPLITS » AIR CONDITIONERS =
HOT WATER HEATERS - FURNACES
Work with someone
you know you can trust!

519.284.0833
St. Marys

CALL 519.284.0041
TO INQUIRE ABOUT
OUR BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

REAL ESTATE
[ |

LUCIE STEPHENS

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

619-703-0333

RE/MAX | 152547003

SELECT REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
) 163 Queen St. E.
Downtown St. Marys
519-284-4646
peakselectrealty@gmaill.com

.

AEAL ISTATE

Toni McLean Sales Representative
5|9'274'| |20 Direct
245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

@ Cricket Care

e

‘Where your at home
care comes first

Care / ;
Personalired Home Core

Providing specialized care for:
Stoma - Cancer - Diabetes - Neurological Disorders
Epilepsy - Spinal Injury

In addition to every day care

Call 519-301-7791 (PSW1)

Serving St. Marys and Area since 2022

SEAMSTRESS

Stonetown Alterations

Professional Seamstress
Ingrid Voermans

www.stonetownalterations.ca | stonetownalterations@gmail.com

519-703-2007

TAKE OUT FOOD

Mon
SKIPPY. <&
PIZZ2A Friand Sat
519-284-1864 s»

118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

WATER TREATING
medinasgft saes

\ . SERVICE
Ut e RENTALS

Call Dave for more info waterite
at 519.349.2040 —

Better Ways For Seniors Ltd.
519.868.3021
don@betterwaysforseniors.com

www.BetterWaysForSeniors.com
Ei BetterwaysForSeniors

DIGNITY
INDEPENDENCE
PERSONAL CHOWCE|
Tht AL pui P
10 youcan keep lving
i yerer crmem vaer
for g 2 posisel

Painting and Handyman
in and around St. Marys

Call Alex at 519-636-5874
for more information

CALL 519.284.0041
TO INQUIRE ABOUT
OUR BUSINESS
DIRECTORY




St. Marys Independent Thursday, September 4, 2025

SHERWIN

CLASSIFIED ADS

Maximize your

Wanted

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, LA LAWYER
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively 1 MEDIATO
buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo cons?rvatlve & R
Equipment. For more information: Diamond Dogs Music Ad\llce for

114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750
Wanted to buy

All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies,
Funko pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free

appraisals.Are you downsizing or need an estate clean Fra N k | | N E. Hinz

out? We can help. We are at the Pinery Market at Grand

Intelligent

LS - Real Estate:
Decisions Donna L. Hinz

Buying, Selling, Mortgages

Bend every Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call or text Stan 196 Ontario Street 2
anytime 519-868-3814. Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4 Wills and Estates
Wanted 519-273-1633 franklinehinz.com

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola,
Pepsi or any pop company. Brewery items - Kuntz,

Huether Labatts, etc. Family Law
Old radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket FOR HAI.I. RENTALS S%'Elﬂgll\g{;s
watches, old fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old 3
oil cans and signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small Optimist Club CAI.I. 5 1 9.27 1 .5343 FOR OVER
furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please of Downie M d . 25
contact me - 519-570-6920.

Sun. Aug. 24 - Clarence Herlick, Stratford $50.00 ediation YEARS
For Sale

Mon. Aug. 25 - Ken Hundert, Stratford $50.00

Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears, o
peaches, plums, sweet and sour cherries, apricots, Tues. Aug. 26 - Olivia Horenberg, St. Marys ~ $50.00

nectarines, blueberries, haskapp grapes, raspberries, Wed. Aug. 27 - Ross Richardson, St. Pauls $50.00 CALL FOR AN APPO'NTMENT

elderberries etc. Lots of spruce, pine, cedars for windbreak ) . .
and privacy hedges. Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers ready to Thur. Aug.28 - Liz Armstrong, St. Marys $50.00 5192840898 lnfo@sherwmlaw.ca

go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon-Sat 7:00am to Fri. Aug. 29 - Ron Morrison, St. Marys $50.00
6:00pm. Martin’s Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, .

’ t. Aug. 30 - T AW tratf 200.
ON NOG 2X0 (1 Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line) Sat. Aug. 30 - Tamara Wiedemann, Stratford - $200.00

St. Marys Independent
For Rent FRASER ASPHALT rree QUOTES 519-271-5690

Large 3 bedroom downtown apartment in classic building. PAVING INC www.fraserpaving.ca T H E WE E K AH EAD
Three story walkup above Gilly’s. Newly renovated -

stunning wood panelled walls, refinished wood floors,

fresh paint. Includes all utilities, including A/C, Wi-Fi, McDonald’s St. Marys
laundry, parking etc. References required. Available Sept. SU Do KU AN SWERS Sp O%SY(?RED aAan Foun;f;gl;;‘:;izgnemf
Please call 519-697-4985 .

Ronald McDonald House
9 2 4 8 5 3 7 1 6 PRC & Friendship Centre events - See the Stonetown Crier on Page 5
— St. Marys Public Library events - See Page 25

7 6 5 9 1 2 4 3 8 Thorndale Library events - See Page 27

Friday, Sept 5
S d d - Royal Canadian Legion “hot dogs and more” lunch at Noon
t. Marys In epen ent 3 1 8 4 6 7 2 5 9 - AN.A.F. meat draw - 6 p.m.
- Kirkton Fall Fair - Open at 6:30 p.m., Fireworks at dusk
RU N YOU R CLASSI FI E D 2 3 9 1 8 4 5 6 7 - Friends of the Library Movie in the Park at Cadzow Park at dusk
Saturday, Sept 6
H E RE FO R J UST $10 4 8 6 2 7 5 1 9 3 - Science Hill 50th anniversary 4-person scramble
- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field - 8 a.m. to Noon
PE R WE E K 1 5 7 6 3 9 8 4 2 - Kirkton Fall Fair - 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Truck and tractor pull at 3 p.m.
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw - 5 p.m.
Call 519-284-0041 or email us at Sunday, Sept 7
info@stmarysindependent.com 643528971 - Kirkton Fall Fair - Community breakfast at 9 a.m., Demolition
derby 1 p.m.
_ 8 9 1 7 4 6 3 2 5 - Vining Cemetery decoration day at 22157 Purple Hill Rd - 9 a.m.

to 3 p.m.

5 7 2 3 9 1 6 8 4 -GI;enic;n_Bii?fc;;nl.)oors open 11:30 am., Early bird 12:45 p.m.,

- Community dinner at St. Marys United Church - 5 p.m., Sponsored
by Avonbank Church

1. 1600 points LGLR‘ANT A DV E RT l S E Tuesday, Sept 9

. HAVEN
2. Sapphire

MEDIA Al LOCAL - Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show at 744906 Oxford Rd 17,

3.0.2 grams Woodstock - 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

4. Tom or gobbler Su pport the local Wednesday, Sept 10
5. N York Cit - Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show at 744906 Oxford Rd 17,
. New York City

i Woodstock - 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
6. Borough of NYC businesses that keep

- Friends of the Library social at the library - 6:30-8 p.m.
7. Grade point average your commuhn i-|-y and its Thursday, Sept 11
8. Oro-Medonte, ON - Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show at 744906 Oxford Rd 17,

9. Jawbone newspu pers -l-h rivi “g- Woodstock - 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

- Friends of the Library book sale at the Lind Sportsplex - 10 a.m.
10. The sea otter Canadi to 6 p.m.
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BAI“""ABU 'DHABI ,.OM_AN = PANAMA'CANAL CRUISE
JANUARY 16528572026+ — FEBRUARY/10-27, 2026

-
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- MARITIMES & CAPEBRETON
AUGUST 29-SEPTEMBER!6, 2026

GROUP TRIPS HOSTED BY

i 'ﬂ: = 150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON NAX1B4 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9

; PR () 510-084-253) © 226-3%3-9939

e R T - Pl r}: | ® agent@stonetowntravel.com newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

= DANUBE RIVER:-C'HRISTMAS MARKETS & T1C0#5002839 TICO #5002840
: NOVEMBER 26 DECEMBER 5772026 www.stonetowntravel.com




