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The annual Rural Ontario Municipal 
Association conference was held in Toronto 
from Jan. 18 to 20 in downtown Toronto, 
and the mayor of Wilmot came home with 
positive vibes surrounding the financial fu-
ture of the township.

It is no secret Wilmot is not in a good 
monetary situation as it grapples with 
tough budget decisions thanks in large part 
to a lack of reserves. Natasha Salonen ex-
plained Ontario notices how important ru-
ral parts of the province are to the overall 
economic picture.

“We had some great delegations both as 
Wilmot and jointly with other townships 
in the Region of Waterloo, talking about 
rural priorities. The really big takeaway is 
the provincial government recognizes that 
our rural municipalities are what’s going 
to fuel the economic backbone of Ontario 
going forward.”

She added Wilmot and other small mu-
nicipalities are starting to see consistent 
investment from the province along with 
recognition of the need for infrastructure 
support.

“Wilmot itself had a great delegation 
with Neil Lumsden, the provincial minister 
of sport. We were talking about funding for 
a recreation complex, for example, and it 
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The Township of Wilmot has made some 
progress on scaling back a proposed 51 per 
cent tax hike in its 2025 budget. 

Council passed several motions at 
Monday night’s meeting to lower the pro-
posed increase. Among them was a direction 
to phase the capital budget increase over the 
next four years at nine per cent annually un-
til 2028. The current hit on the ratepayers of 

Wilmot sits at 19.12 percent.
That number includes a proposed 10.12 

percent operating budget increase which 
was lowered from its original 14 percent at 
the last meeting. Council is seeking further 
reductions to operating costs and has asked 
staff to reduce day-to-day departmental 
budgets by five per cent.

The Jan. 27 meeting was the fourth time 
council has met to discuss the budget line 
by line to approve a document residents 
can live with. Mayor Natasha Salonen said 

council is thinking about today but also the 
future.

“Council is working hard to bring the pro-
posed draft budget amount down while en-
suring we continue to make strategic invest-
ments in our infrastructure and multi-year 
planning. These decisions are about more 
than just today - they’re about setting the 
foundation for long-term financial health 
and building a stronger future for Wilmot.”

Coun. Steven Martin said council is 
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Heidi Schroeder recently shared this photo she took of a beautiful sunrise on Shade Street in New Hamburg to the Show Us Your Wilmot 
Facebook page.
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Wilmot mayor 
hopeful for 
increased provincial 
financial support

(SHOW US YOUR WILMOT PHOTO)

ROMA conference gives 
Salonen reason to be 
optimistic about the future
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Optimist Club of 
Petersburg’s Drive 

Thru Valentine’s Dinner 
 

Date: Friday February 14, 2025 
Drive Thru/Pick up Time: 5-6pm 

At Royal Canadian Legion 
65 Boullee St. New Hamburg 

 

Dinner is pork schnitzel, roast potatoes, apple 
chutney and lemon, veggies,  

coleslaw, roll, dessert & a treat. 
 

Advance Tickets - Adult $25 
50/50 Tickets Available - $3 each or 4 for $10      

(Permit #M877604) 

 

For tickets call Optimist Club 519-465-1157 
New Hamburg Legion  519-662-3770 

working together to approve a document 
residents can stomach.

“We want to reach an acceptable increase 
that gives more money than we have been 
giving to things like infrastructure but is not 
the 51 per cent increase that was first pro-
posed. We have many needs that we have 
to address, and we can’t continue to push 
things into the future. We do have to deal 
with our failing infrastructure but spread it 
out over time.”

He added the motion to approve a 9 per 
cent increase on capital expenses over the 
next four years seems to be a good starting 
point. 

Another councillor said significant prog-
ress has been made to finalize the budget 
at the next meeting on Monday, Feb. 24. 
Lillianne Dunstall explained one key issue 
contributing to the township’s challenges 
has been the tendency to overcut, which is 
unsustainable for a $33 million organization 
managing $534 million in assets. 

“To address this, I presented two mo-
tions supporting a long-term strategy, both 
of which passed. The first calls for a full 
cost analysis of our assets to identify un-
derperforming buildings, exploring options 
for third-party rentals or even liquidating 
assets.”

She added constituent engagement 
remains important in making serious 
decisions. 

“The second introduces a phased 9 per 

cent capital tax increase over four years, 
starting this year. For a resident paying 
$5,000 annually in taxes, this equates to an 
additional $10.80 per month. While any in-
crease is a burden, this is a necessary step 
towards dealing with our over $19 million 
in infrastructure backlog.”

Further options for reducing township 
department budgets will come to council at 
the next budget meeting scheduled for Feb. 
24. Councillors will also review and discuss 
the revised 2025 budget based on the four-
year capital increase approach approved on 
Monday.

Despite slashing about 30 per cent off the 
budget, Coun. Harvir Sidhu said the job 
isn’t done and wants further reductions.

“We have been able to bring the proposed 
tax hit down to below 20%. There is still 
more work to do in my opinion. I have 
heard from the public loud and clear they 
understand that we are in a tough financial 
position, however, it is not something that 
can be fixed overnight. A multi-year ap-
proach is needed so our residents are not 
overwhelmed.”

He added he is looking forward to seeing 
what each township department brings back 
to the next meeting in terms of reducing 
each budget by five per cent.

Coun. Kris Wilkinson is on the same page 
and despite being pleased with the work 
council has done to date, they aren’t done 
cutting.

“I think our focus as a group has been to 
ensure we are looking at maintaining and 

improving our existing infrastructure which 
is super important to the long-term health of 
our township.” 

Wilkinson put forward the motion to have 
all departments find savings, something he 
said should give council options to consider 
and allow for considerable changes to the 
operating budget.

“As we continue in this process, I look 
forward to getting a document that we can 
bring back to tax payers for final approval. 

My hope is that we can get a new draft bud-
get at the end of February that includes the 
financial information our citizens have been 
asking for.”

The Feb. 24 meeting gets underway 
at 2 p.m. at the Wilmot Administration 
Complex. Members of the public can attend 
the meeting in person or view it live on the 
Township’s YouTube channel.

Additional budget meetings are possible 
if further deliberations are needed.

Continued from page 1

Township of Wilmot’s 2025 budget deliberations continue
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Wilmot and area municipalities launch 
survey to improve fireworks safety

The Township of Wilmot, along with 
the Cities of Cambridge, Kitchener and 
Waterloo, and the Townships of North 
Dumfries, Wellesley, and Woolwich, are 
working together to improve fireworks 
safety across the region and explore a co-
ordinated approach to better manage and 
enforce fireworks regulations.

Residents are invited to take a short on-
line survey and share their ideas on making 
their municipality safer for everyone. The 
goal of the survey is to better understand 
what residents value about fireworks, 
think about safety and fireworks, and what 
degree of support they have for different 
options. Your contributions will inform 
recommendations about how municipal-
ities can make fireworks safer through 
new or improved bylaw regulations. 

This public engagement campaign 
was prompted by the City of Kitchener. 
In September 2024, Kitchener City 
Council directed staff to do research and 

consultation to develop recommendations 
by April 2025 for:

• How the City of Kitchener can 
make fireworks regulations more 
stringent

• Potential policies or actions that 
can be implemented to address the 
fireworks issue effectively

• Strategies for a coordinated region-
al effort to manage and enforce 
fireworks regulations

In response, Kitchener staff reached out 
to area municipalities, and all agreed to 
collaborate on finding ways to improve 
fireworks safety through coordinated 
bylaw restrictions, management, and 
enforcement.

Results from the survey will inform 
Kitchener’s recommendations to Council 
this spring. Other municipalities, includ-
ing Wilmot, will report back to their 
councils. 

The online survey is live until 11:59 
p.m. on Feb. 13 and is available at https://
www.engagewr.ca/fireworks/surveys/
survey. 

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF

thewtgazette@gmail.com
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is normally a shared agreement where the 
province will kick in usually 40 per cent 
and we do the other 60. That’s just not via-
ble on our tax base.”

Salonen said council decided not to pur-
sue the refurbishment of the New Hamburg 
Recreation Complex would have cost the 
township in the neighbourhood of $6 mil-
lion even with a $4.5 million injection from 
the province. She explained Lumsden was 
receptive to exploring other ways of writ-
ing cheques. 

“He acknowledged the need to look at 
different funding models for rural munic-
ipalities that have mainly residential tax 
bases. We just don’t have as many revenue 
sources as our larger counterparts. What 
really came off loud and clear is this pro-
vincial government is interested in rural 
Ontario and sees it as an area to invest in.”

The mayor, who sits on the ROMA board 
of directors, added health care was an-
other hot topic at the conference. Salonen 
explained she was made aware of some 
initiatives with the goal of implementing 
more rural health support, something badly 
needed locally.

“The last data I have is from 2021 and it 
showed over six thousand Wilmot residents 
with no connection to a primary care physi-
cian or nurse practitioner. We only have one 
office in New Hamburg and we want to see 
an expansion in some form.”

Wilmot falls under the jurisdiction of 
the Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
a facility that has a nurse practitioner-led 
clinic in nearby Wellesley. Salonen said 
the goal is to have something similar in the 
township.

“We are looking at how we can get more 
services out to Wilmot residents, especially 
with our aging population, we are seeing 
many people want to access locally. New 
Hamburg has the largest per capita visits to 
emergency rooms in the Waterloo Region. 

We know ER visits can often be prevented 
if there is access to primary care, so how 
can we get our residents connected and re-
duce ER visits.” 

Many residents also express their desire 
for more recreation in Wilmot, something 
on the radar according to Salonen.

“The ask comes from small children all 
the way up to our seniors. There seems to 
be a real gap, not just in Wilmot but across 
our society, on programming for young 
teens and really getting them engaged in 
the community in different ways. I would 
love to say we can get our skate park up 
and running again, but financially that’s not 
going to be in the near future.”

She added the township will continue to 
work with community partners to leverage 
programming to be able to offer more rec-
reation opportunities, including the local 
Optimist Club.

“We are looking at pickleball because we 
aren’t going to be replacing the floor in St. 
Agatha this year unless the budget takes a 
drastic turn, so we are going to look at other 
facilities and perhaps some of the churches 
that have gymnasiums to ensure our resi-
dents have access to programs.”

She added the upcoming provincial elec-
tion was also on everyone’s mind, even 
before it was officially called by Premier 
Doug Ford.

“Whoever wins it, I think we will see a 
focus on rural municipalities which is great 
for us.”

Salonen added the need to upgrade infra-
structure was also on the minds of many 
municipalities at ROMA, something the 
township is struggling to maintain due to 
the current financial situation.

“We are seeing the need for renewal of 
our bridges and culverts which are costly. 
We don’t have the capital reserves to cover 
that, not unlike many municipalities across 
Canada, but those are realities we need to 
provide so residents can get to and from lo-
cations in the township.”

Wilmot mayor hopeful for increase 
provincial financial support
Continued from page 1

Wilmot Township mayor Natasha Salonen recently attended the Rural Ontario Municipal As-
sociation conference in Toronto and came home with hopes of increased provincial funding.

(WILMOT TOWNSHIP PHOTO)
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A familiar face in Oxford County has 
been acclaimed as the Liberal nominee for 
the Feb. 27 provincial election.

Bernia Martin’s campaign will be her 
first foray into provincial politics after 
successfully earning a seat as a city/county 
councillor in Woodstock in 2022. 

“I have always believed people deserve 
a credible candidate to choose from, that’s 
the first point. Secondly, I believe Doug 
Ford and this conservative government re-
ally has not been a friend to municipalities 
or the people of Oxford.”

She added county residents should ex-
pect more and have a stronger voice at 
Queen’s Park. The Gazette asked Martin if 
she sees the upcoming vote as an election 
against Doug Ford or the current Oxford 
MPP, Ernie Hardeman.

“My frustration has been with the Ford 
government as a whole and its policies. I 
have never personally had an issue with 
Ernie, he’s a nice guy. For me, this is about 
the much bigger picture across Ontario 
and how the Conservatives are treating ru-
ral and small municipalities and that’s my 

focus,” explained Martin.
Martin said she has issues with not only 

the funding provided by the current gov-
ernment but also its policies.

“The money is nice, the funding is nice, 
but the policies live on well beyond and of 
it. The Ford government has fallen down 
on homelessness prevention. For me in 
Oxford County, that’s number one. We 
have a homelessness, mental health and 
addiction crisis, and access to attainable 
housing crisis, and those are all linked.”

She added the lack of funding is making 
those problems worse, and continues to 
grow because of a lack of responsible and 
dedicated money streams. 

“I could point to five different examples 
of why that is. I think, and this aligns very 
closely with the Liberal platform, that 
health care and education are so under-
funded and our policies do not meet the 
needs of real people living in communities 
like Oxford.”

Martin explained there are smaller issues 
she wanted to point out where the big cit-
ies are able to receive big dollars for cer-
tain files.

“You mentioned health care what the 
big ridings get the smaller ridings don’t 
always get, the same goes for me with ru-
ral transit. Southwest Community Transit 
is an established system throughout nine 
rural counties.”

Martin said it was initially funded 
through the Ministry of Transportation and 
started back in 2019. That funding is set to 

cease at the end of March.
“This system connects community to 

community so people can get from one 
town to the next on a rural system and now 
the funding is disappearing. We know that 
the economic impact of that decision will 
be close to three-quarters of a billion dol-
lars based on the people who ride that to 
get to work.”

She added people also use the transit 
system to attend health care appointments, 
college or university, as well as allowing 
seniors to remain in their homes.

“Seniors have been allowed to stay in 
their communities and age in place be-
cause they don’t have to move to a large 
urban centre to access the things they 
need because they have been able to do it 
through the rural transit system. That’s an 
example, one of many, where smaller rid-
ings don’t always get the attention some 
other parts of Ontario get. Transit is essen-
tial in the GTA. Why isn’t it here?” 

One criticism of the Liberals and party 
leader Bonnie Crombie is she still does not 
have a seat in the provincial legislature. 
Martin doesn’t see it as an issue.

“Critics could point to any aspect of any 
campaign and find something to be neg-
ative about. Bonnie has been focused on 
leading the party, developing policies and 
talking to people. She is doing the work to 
reestablish a party that needs that energy 
right now.”

She added having a seat or not having a 
seat in the legislature has not impacted the 

leader’s ability to do her job.
“She’ll run in this election and I think 

she’ll win handily. There is the expectation 
the leader must have a seat but it’s not a 
requirement.”

In addition to being on Woodstock 
City Council, Martin is the board chair 
of Southwest Public Health and had a 
two-decade career working in the econom-
ic development field. She was also raised 
on a family farm in Southwestern Ontario.

The Gazette will run a feature on each 
Oxford and Kitchener-Conestoga candi-
date running in the upcoming provincial 
election.

Local municipal politician earns Oxford Liberal 
nod in upcoming provincial election

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Woodstock city/county councillor Bernia 
Martin will run for the provincial Liberal par-
ty in the Feb. 27 election.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

One campaign 
focus is on rural 
transportation
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It is election time in Ontario, and many 
of you may wonder what that entails. The 
expected dissolution of the provincial leg-
islature means a snap election will now 
occur on Feb. 27. 
Why is an election being called?
In Ontario, the King’s Representative, 
known as the Lieutenant Governor, holds 
the executive power within the province. 
This means they grant royal assent to bills, 
turning them into laws. The Lieutenant 
Governor can also dissolve the legislature 
and call an election, usually following the 
Premier's advice. The Premier will call for 
an early election when they believe it’s in 
the best interest of Ontarians.
The Ontario Election Act sets fixed elec-
tion dates every four years, but this does 
not supersede the Lieutenant Governor’s 
ability to call an early election.
Once an election is called in Ontario, there 
are only 28 days for candidate nomina-
tions, ballot printing, and polling station 
setup.
The Election Act states that when a snap 
election is called, candidates have until the 
“third Thursday after the date of the writ” 
to register. Without the legal jargon, you 
have two weeks after a snap election is an-
nounced to become a candidate and meet 
the necessary criteria.
Are you wondering when the new elec-
tion date will be? According to the Elec-
tion Act, election day will be on the fifth 
Thursday after an election is called — in 
this instance, Feb. 27.
While election day may be one of the most 
popular ways to vote, it is not the only 
way. You can also vote using mail-in bal-
lots, special ballots and advance polling 
days.
You can vote at advance polling days for 
snap elections at the returning office in 
each riding. These offices are also known 
as election offices. These polls are open 
to any eligible voter of the riding for six 
days between the thirteenth and sixth day 
before election day. 
If ballots are not printed, advance polls 
open between the eleventh and sixth day 
before election day, including weekends. 
That means there will be advance polls 
open at the election office for six days 
between Feb. 14 and Feb. 21, inclusive. 
Advance polls are open from 10 a.m. to 

8 p.m.
The local Returning Officer may estab-
lish additional advance polls based on 
their judgement. These will have identical 
hours of operation, though each location 
will be unique.
Do you want to vote in person but can’t 
attend an advance poll or make it on elec-
tion day? Well, there is another option — a 
special ballot!
Any eligible voter can go to their riding’s 
election office to request a special ballot. 
If you bring proof of residency and a piece 
of government-issued ID, and you sign a 
declaration, you can vote! You can vote by 
special ballot at your election office start-
ing one day after the election is called and 
ending at 6 p.m. on the day before election 
day.
The election office will give you a write-
in or printed ballot, depending on the day 
you visit during the election cycle. The 
printed ballot will have candidates' names 
on it. To vote, you simply place an ‘X’ in 
the bubble beside the person you wish to 
vote for.
A write-in ballot requires you to write the 
name of the person you wish to vote for, so 
double-check the spelling and ensure that 
the person will be a candidate!
If you are 18 years of age or older on elec-
tion day, a resident of your riding, and a 
Canadian citizen, you can vote! Voting is 
the core principle of democracy. Hundreds 
of millions of people around the world 
dream of the right to vote, so please make 
sure you are registered! 
You can check your voter registration sta-
tus on: vreg.registertovoteon.ca. For more 

information, please visit the Elections On-
tario website.
Embro native Nathan Bean is a first-year 

student at the University of Ottawa who is 
working toward a Bachelor’s degree in po-
litical science and public administration.

By Nathan Bean

CIVICS 101
What to know about Ontario’s upcoming provincial election

(CONTRIBUTED IMAGE)

A calendar showing what the potential election schedule will be according to the Ontario Election Act. Advance poll days may vary.
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Move over local television and radio 
meteorologists. Come February 2, a dif-
ferent weather expert garners all the fore-
casting glory.

Groundhog Day celebrations are an en-
tertaining way to break up the bleakness of 
winter. Groundhog Day evolved from an 
earlier custom, known as Candlemas Day, 
which was observed by early European 
Christians. During Candlemas, clergy 
blessed candles and distributed them to 
others as a way to ward off the winter chill. 
A poem was recited during the ceremony:

If Candlemas be fair and bright,
Winter has another fight.
If Candlemas brings clouds and rain,
Winter will not come again.

German settlers in Pennsylvania like-
ly brought over Candlemas traditions, 
and they evolved into Groundhog Day 

customs involving a local animal known 
for its hibernation habits. Similar to 
Candlemas Day, if the groundhog "sees" 
his shadow then winter will continue for 
another six weeks. If he does not, spring 
is around the corner. Punxsutawney Phil 
is the most famous of the prognosticating 
groundhogs. Phil emerges at festivities in 
Gobbler's Knob in Pennsylvania each year. 
But there are others who also look for their 
own shadows in different regions of the 
country.

Families can get in on the Groundhog 
action and do their own weather-predict-
ing activities and other fun stuff. The fol-
lowing are some creative ways to celebrate 
Groundhog Day.

• Make shadow art. Explore how 
shadows work by gathering some 
three-dimensional objects and side-
walk chalk. Venture outdoors during 
the morning and see if you can trace 
the shadows of any of the shapes 
onto the sidewalk or a driveway.

• Learn about groundhogs. 

Groundhogs are interesting crea-
tures that are sometimes referred to 
as woodchucks. They are extremely 
intelligent animals that form com-
plex social networks. Groundhogs 
belong to a group of large ground 
squirrels known as marmots, and are 
native to the eastern United States 
and Canada.

• Create a groundhog craft. All you 
will need is a paper tube made from 
construction paper, and a cut-out pa-
per groundhog attached to a straw, 
stick or pipe cleaner for a fun kids' 
craft. Kids can take turns popping 
their groundhogs out of the tops of 
their tubes just like Punxsutawney 
Phil pops out of his den.

• Read a groundhog-themed book. 
Plenty of books feature groundhogs 
as the main character. "Wake Up 
Groundhog!" and "How to Catch a 
Groundhog" are two such options.

• Go for a night walk. The days soon 
will be getting longer and hours of 

night shorter. Capitalize on the op-
portunity to enjoy the quiet of the 
darkness with a neighborhood stroll.

Groundhog Day marks the moment 
when people learn if winter will stretch on 
or if spring will soon arrive. It is marked 
by certain customs that families can make 
their own.

Fun ways to celebrate Groundhog day 
METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

metrocreativeconnection.com
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Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

A plan to monitor, control the spread of 
and ultimately eradicate the invasive weed 
species, Giant Hogweed, in Perth County 
has been deferred for consideration in 
2026 as Perth County staff make adjust-
ments to bring it more in line with avail-
able grant funding from the province.

At the Jan. 23 Perth County council 
meeting, councillors voted in favour of 
a recommendation made by the county’s 
agricultural working group at its meeting 
in December. Though the working group 
supports the program in theory as an en-
hancement to the county’s existing forestry 
and invasive species program, it suggested 
refinements are needed to the project plan 
to better align it with the objectives of 
available grant funding.

“A concern around treating the invasive 
species called Giant Hogweed was identi-
fied as a need, thereby necessitating an ex-
pansion to our existing county weed-con-
trol program,” said county resilience and 
stewardship coordinator Hannah Cann. 
“Giant Hogweed is a hazardous, inva-
sive plant from central Asia which poses 
a risk to humans and ecological health. 
Giant Hogweed spreads quickly and easily 
through watercourses as its epic number of 
seeds disperse easily through the air and 
the plant often infests riverbanks and mar-
ginal lands. 

“Treatment is challenging due to this 
threat to human health and safety with 
chemical treatment being the most effec-
tive option for eradication. Long-term 
treatment strategies are often required for 
this species, like many other invasives, 
and therefore demands for adequate treat-
ment of this species are above and beyond 
our existing budgetary constraints for 
weed control in the county, making access 
to grant dollars desirable.”

Cann said there was an opportunity in 
the fall and winter of 2024 to expand the 
county’s weed-control program to include 

Giant Hogweed treatment through the 
Invasive Species Centre’s Invasive Species 
Action Fund, which offered one-to-one, 
matching-dollar funding for invasive-spe-
cies mapping and eradication projects.

A plan for the mapping and eradica-
tion of Giant Hogweed was presented to 
the agricultural working group at its Dec. 
10, 2024, meeting for feedback because 
it would involve work on both public 
and private land across the county. As the 
working group recommended the program 
be adjusted, staff brought a report to coun-
ty council Jan. 23 with a recommendation 
to defer the project to 2026.

The plan, as it was presented to the work-
ing group, included the following actions:

• Identifying hotspots for Giant 
Hogweed in the county through pub-
lic reports and regular surveys con-
ducted by the county weed inspec-
tor in known and potential areas of 
infestation such as riverbanks, parks 
and roadsides. County staff would 
also use historical data and reports 
from partner agencies to identify 
areas with repeated Giant Hogweed 
occurrences to develop patterns and 
predict future hotspots.

• Mapping current infestations using 
the county’s geographical informa-
tion systems and evaluate the po-
tential risks to ecological and public 
health associated with each infesta-
tion area. Staff will also be able to 
prescribe proper treatment methods 
based on the severity and location of 
each infestation.

• Chemically treating each infestation 
by trained, certified professionals 
who adhere to local and provin-
cial regulations, and environmental 
guidelines, especially near water 
bodies. Treatment would likely oc-
cur between April and June.

• Monitoring treated areas and retreat-
ing if necessary. This plan would 
also seek to empower landown-
ers and community groups to help 

monitor, identify and report new in-
stances of Giant Hogweed.

Had this program gone ahead this year, 
Cann said the county would have looked 
to spend an additional $25,000 that could 
have been matched for a total of $50,000 
through the Invasive Species Centre’s 
Invasive Species Action Fund. The dead-
line for applying for funding through that 
program in 2025 has now passed.

“We’ve been dealing with this in West 
Perth for a number of years,” said Walter 
McKenzie, county councillor and West 
Perth mayor. “It’s all along the Thames 
River. I’m going to say three or four years 
at least we’ve been dealing with it, and I 
guess until such time as its control is a little 
more broader and countywide, what we’re 
trying to do, I guess, is futile if we’re not 
going to control it in other areas. 

“I don’t know what other municipalities 
are doing, but I’d assume it must be all 
along the waterways. Anybody who has 
had contact with it; it’s not nice.”

According to the staff report to council, 
Perth County’s weed inspector has been 
tracking and treating Giant Hogweed since 
2007, but there is community knowledge 
of the plants being in the county for over 
40 years. In 2007, the weed inspector peti-
tioned the province to allow Perth County 
to add Giant Hogweed to the local list of 
noxious weeds. Following this request, the 
Province of Ontario added Giant Hogweed 
to the Schedule of Noxious Weeds under 
the Weed Control Act of 2009. 

Since that time, Perth County has been 
unofficially tracking hotspots and treating 
publicly accessible areas with herbicide, 
as well as supporting and encouraging 
landowners to watch for infestations and 
treat them accordingly.   

In recent years, the City of Stratford 
has undertaken work specifically towards 
Giant Hogweed, contracting the services 
of the Upper Thames River Conservation 
Authority (UTRCA) to track and treat 
infestation locations to reduce risk to hu-
mans and environmental health. The local 

municipalities in Perth County also have 
treatment contracts with their relevant con-
servation authorities for the treatment of 
Japanese Knotweed, Phragmites Australis, 
Common Buckthorn and others.

While county staff previously reached 
out to the UTRCA to determine what ca-
pacity it has to support the county’s pro-
posed Giant Hogweed plan, deputy warden 
Dean Trentowsky asked staff to touch base 
with the other local conservation authori-
ties – the Ausable Bayfield Conservation 
Authority, Maitland Valley Conservation 
Authority and Grand River Conservation 
Authority – to determine what capacity 
they have to support this program.

A report on this program will likely be 
brought back to council as part of 2026 
budget deliberations in the fall.

Perth County council defers Giant Hogweed 
treatment initiative to 2026 
GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Snowmobile collision result 
in fatality in Perth East

A young man has lost his life following 
a tragic collision in Perth East.

Perth County Provincial Police say they 
were called to the scene where a snowmo-
bile collided with a tree on Sunday, Jan. 
26.

Perth County Emergency Medical 
Services and Perth East Fire Department 
attended a collision on the trail near Perth 
Road 140.  

The 18-year-old male driver was tak-
en to a local trauma centre where he was 
pronounced deceased.

The Ontario Federation of Snowmobile 
Club trail between Perth Road 135 and 
Road 140 was closed while the OPP 
Technical Collision Investigation was 
on the scene investigating. The trail has 
since been re-opened, but the investiga-
tion is ongoing.

Anyone with information about this 
incident is asked to contact the Perth 
County OPP at 1-888-310-1122. Police 
are thanking the friends and family of the 
deceased as well as the responding emer-
gency services and Huron-Perth Victim 
Services for their assistance and support 
in dealing with the traumatic event.

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF

thewtgazette@gmail.com

Perth County is delaying their Giant Hog-
weed eradication plan until 2026. The haz-
ardous invasive plant, known for its risks 
to human and ecological health, remains 
a pressing concern as county staff refine 
plans to align with future grant funding op-
portunities.

(VECTEEZY PHOTO)
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Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947
596633 County Rd 59, 3 miles south of Tavistock

Apples available are Gala, Empire,  
Mutsu, Idared and Red Delicious.

WINTER HOURS:

Apple Products, Fresh local produce, 
Honey, Jams and Pickles

 Kintore Co�ee and Deep Purple Lavender

Wednesday - Saturday, 9 am - 5 pm

Red Grapefruit and California Navel Oranges

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 

A familiar name in the 4-H world and 
now in the Women’s Institute (WI) world, 
Cheryl Sullivan – 4-H council president 
in 2020 – was elected president of the 
Federated Women’s Institutes of Ontario 
(FWIO) at its annual general meeting 
(AGM) Jan. 15. 

The evening meeting was held in per-
son in Grimsby at the Casablanca Hotel 
and by Zoom. Since one of the provincial 
initiatives is Human Sex Trafficking, the 
evening’s guest speaker was Det. Const. 
Sarah Caven of the OPP’s provincial hu-
man trafficking intelligence led joint forc-
es strategy.

Two Oxford District WI members have 
completed their three-year term volunteer-
ing at the provincial level of FWIO. Chris 
Wiffen was membership coordinator and 
hosted the Zoom Bloomers once a month. 
This Zoom Bloomers program featured 
speakers from across the province on a 
variety of topics that allowed members to 
enjoy the learning opportunities on their 

computer screens.
Laura Green was southern region pro-

vincial board director representing the 
southern area (Elgin, Middlesex and 
Oxford districts). Monthly meetings were 
held on Zoom and the eight board direc-
tors plus president elect and the president 
held many positions on the board. Green 
worked on the scholarship committee. 

Members from across Ontario voted on 
one of five choices for the new catchphrase 
prior to the AGM. The winning phrase was 
announced by Ellen Wade, public rela-
tions coordinator, so be on the watch for 
“Women Sharing, Women Caring, Be a 
Woman Involved.”

To mark WI Day Feb. 19, the Federated 
Women’s Institute of Canada (FWIC) 
and Canada Area of Associated Country 
Women of the World are hosting a joint 
Zoom presentation titled “W.I. Day and 
Advocacy Event” at 6:30 p.m. One must 
register to receive the zoom link at regis-
trations@fwic.ca.

For more information about local 
branches, contact the office at fwio.on.ca

“Women Sharing, Women Caring, Be a Woman 
Involved”  

Newly elected Federated Women’s Institutes of Ontario president Cheryl Sullivan (middle) 
thanked two Oxford District Women’s Institute members for their time and knowledge given 
to the provincial organization. On the left is Laura Green, provincial board director repre-
senting southern area and, on the right, is Chris Wiffen, the membership coordinator for the 
province of Ontario.

LAURA GREEN

Oxford District Women’s Institute

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

On the walls of the newly built peopleCare long-term care facility in Tavistock are 18 photographs from The Lemp Studio 
Collection on display. These photographs are a reminder that peopleCare has a long history with Tavistock and is an in-
tegral part of the community. The directors of the Tavistock and District Historical Society (TDHS) recently went on a tour 
of the new facility and experienced the warmth and nostalgia these photographs bring to the home. Kirsten Leenders, 
the director of programs for peopleCare, is shown here in front of a John Lemp photograph with TDHS board member 
Bob Rudy.

TDHS visit peopleCare in Tavistock

(TAVISTOCK AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTO)

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE! 

To book advertising 
space contact our 
sales representative 

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
Sharon Leis, 519-580-5418, sharonbleis@gmail.com
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In Loving Memory of

Honey, I can’t find the right words
to say how much you are missed
by everyone. It’s hard to believe

it’s been two years since God came
and took you home. You’ll always
be in our hearts & your love will

never be forgotten. 

Thinking of you always. 
Love your Husband Bill, 

your son Gary & family and 
daughter Terri Lynn & family

Until we meet again

IN MEMORIAM

In loving memory of a very special lady who left us
on January 27, 2022. An amazing Wife, Mom,

Grandma and Great Grandma. A lady of many,
many talents, class to boot and a heart of pure gold.

Always remembered by Eric, Margaret and Ross,
Harold and Kelly, Edward and Michelle, Jeanette

and Jeff, James and Jacinthe and families. 
Love you always!

We think about you always,
We talk about you still.

You have never been forgotten,
and you never will.

We hold you close within our hearts,
And there you will remain.

To walk and guide us through our lives,
Until we meet again.

IN MEMORY OF
DOROTHY BICKLE

IN MEMORIAM

By Sydney Grant
Slowly but surely, I’m reading 
through the past pages of the Tavis-
tock Gazette (est. 1895). Within this 
weekly column I’d like to share with 
you some of my findings.

January 21-28, 2015, Edition (10 
years ago)

A record low temperature of -24°C 
was set last week on January 12th.

Thursday, January 15th marked 
the eighth anniversary of the New 
Hamburg Thrift Centre. The centre 
is the result of the merger between 
two MCC thrift shops into one mega 
thrift store over 8,000 sq. feet. Since 
opening its doors on January 15th, 
2007, the New Hamburg Thrift Cen-
tre has generated sales of $8,816,680 
from quality donated items. 

The Tavistock Royals are in a tie 
for first place in the south division 
of the W.O.A.A. Senior AA hock-
ey league after two weekend wins. 

They doubled the Clinton Radars 
8-4 Friday night in Clinton, then 
managed a 5-4 overtime win against 
the Milverton 4-Wheel Drives Satur-
day night at home. 

Don’t put off viewing this love-
ly 4-bedroom, 2-storey brick home, 
featuring main floor laundry, formal 
dining room, attached double car 
garage, newer kitchen, and so much 
more. On sale for only $299,999.

January 23-30, 1985, Edition (40 
years ago)

At Don’s Food Market, Tend-R-
Fresh Boneless Chicken Breasts are 
sold for $3.99/lb. One could also buy 
1 dozen tangerines for $1.99. 

Two Sprucedale School students 
took the top awards at the Tavistock 
Legion Branch 518 annual public 
speaking contest held on Saturday, 
January 26th in Legion Hall. Gra-
ham Shantz (11), a grade 6 student, 
and Tarra Trachsel (12), a grade 7 
student at the Shakespeare Public 

School, topped the junior and se-
nior divisions. Graham spoke on the 
making of “Apple Butter” and his 
tantalizing descriptions and presen-
tation won him top honours in the 
junior division, grades up to 6. Tar-
ra Trachsel took a reminiscent look 
at the games of yesteryear entitled 
“Grandma’s Toys” for the first place 
award.

It took Richard Hill, representing 
Hickson, four extra rounds to break 
the tie with Jeff Porchak of Tollgate 
Public School to become the Opti-
mist Spelling Champion in Tavis-
tock last Monday night, January 21. 
Richard received a dictionary and 
$20 while Jeff was awarded $15 and 
a dictionary. 

January 22-29, 1985, Edition (50 
years ago)

Robert G. Rudy was installed as 
president of the Tavistock Men’s 
Club and Board of Trade for 1975 
last Thursday night. Outgoing presi-

dent Roy Facey turned over the gavel 
and asked the members to give Mr. 
Rudy the same co-operation as ex-
tended him during his year in office.

The highlight of the 4-H Club was 
the annual Awards night by the Ta-
vistock Agricultural Society held 
last Tuesday night in the Memorial 
Hall. Members met there to receive 
their prizes and trophies for the 
work they’ve done during the year 
and their showing at the 1974 Tav-
istock Fall Fair. Winners included 
Wanda Stock, Brian Reymer, Pat 
Brenneman, Arthur Alblas, Kim 
Cheyne, and Jack Kinnaird.

For the first time in the history of 
the school, Waterloo-Oxford District 
Secondary School will be presenting 
a full length play. Up until now, the 
drama club has successfully present-
ed one act plays. February 20, 21, 
and 22 are the dates of George Ber-
nard Shaw’s popular and delightful 
play “Pygmalion”.

The Old Gazettes

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/
WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983
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In Loving Memory of
Myra Jeanette Brunk

August 18, 1938 -- January 21, 2025
Myra Jeanette Brunk 

passed away peacefully, 
surrounded by family, at 
the age of 86 on January 
21, 2025 after a short jour-
ney with cancer. Myra is 
the beloved wife of the late 
Donald Brunk whom she 
married on July 6, 1968. She 
is the mother of Lynnette 
Gerber (Chris Vardy) and 
Tracy Grace and nana of 

Jordyn Gerber (Braden Barteshewski), Brady Gerber, 
Caleigh White, and Kian White. She is the sister 
of Ruby Regier (Karl) and sister-in-law of Melvin 
(Alida) Brunk, Marilyn (late George) Wickham, and 
Ruth Anne Weber (Bill). She is fondly remembered 
by many nieces and nephews. We will all miss her 
incredible love and care for her family, especially her 
grandchildren whom she affectionately referred to as 
her “awesome foursome”.

Myra was born in Guernsey, Saskatchewan, the 
eldest daughter of Harold and Eileen Biehn. She is 
predeceased by brothers Maynard and Elvern, and 
sister Saloma (in infancy). She enjoyed sharing sto-
ries about life on the farm, attending a one-room 
schoolhouse, and working as an RNA in the newborn 
nursery ward at University Hospital in Saskatoon 
before moving to Ontario. Myra was a country girl at 
heart and loved feeding the birds on her rural property 
north of Millbank, especially the yellow finches, ori-
oles, hummingbirds, and her beloved bluebirds. She 
loved visits with family at the “farm” and providing 
comfort food to her grandchildren.

Myra had a gift for sewing curtains, clothes, skating 
dresses, prom dresses, and teddy bears made from 
fur coats or quilts; she even sewed her own wedding 
dress. She crocheted and knitted countless afghans, 
baby blankets, and sweaters with a unique left-handed 
technique that only she understood. She found great 
joy in spending hours in her gardens. The vegetable 
garden was filled with almost every vegetable that 
could be frozen or preserved and the flower garden 
was a beautiful display of daisies, black-eyed susans, 
gladiolas, lupins, roses and crocuses. Myra eagerly 
anticipated berry-picking and making jam with her 
family each summer. She took pride in regularly go-
ing for 2-mile walks with friends and family.

Words cannot express the gratitude we have as a 
family for the support we received from CarePartners 
and the staff and volunteers at the Rotary Hospice in 
Stratford. The patience, kindness, and compassion 
shown in caring for mom in her final chapter was a 
tremendous blessing. We’d like to extend a special 
thank-you to friends and neighbours as well for their 
generosity, especially over recent years.

Visitation was held at the Mark Jutzi funeral home 
in Milverton on Sunday, January 26, 2025 from 12 
- 4pm. As per her wishes, her family will celebrate 
her life with a private gathering. Cremation has tak-
en place. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations are 
greatly appreciated in supporting the incredible work 
of the Rotary Hospice in Stratford.

Personal condolences and donation information 
available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY
STEINMANN, John J.

Passed away peacefully 
into eternal rest with his 
Lord and Saviour on Friday, 
January 24, 2025, at St. 
Mary’s General Hospital, 
Kitchener. John was a long-
time resident of Wilmot 
Township and was born 
89 years ago in Wellesley, 
Ontario.

Beloved husband of Bernice (Schmuck) Steinmann 
who predeceased him on December 7, 2021. 
Cherished and loving father of Jennifer and Gord 
Toman and Jeffrey Steinmann. Devoted grandfather 
of Jenelle (Chris), Aaron (Hannah), Rachel (Ben), 
Daniel (Rachel), Faith, James, Micah and Jonathan. 
John was a very proud great-grandfather to Mary, 
Malachi, Samuel, Vivian, Emma, Kinsley, Anna, 
Gloryanna, Theodore, Jeremy, David, and Cole. John 
will be missed by his sister Irene (Eldon), by sister-in-
law Peggy (Robert), brother-in-law Fred (Gloria), and 
by many nieces, nephews and extended families.

Predeceased by his father and mother Enos and 
Clara (Leis) Steinmann, father-in-law and mother-
in-law Frederick and Margaret (Stumpf) Schmuck, 
daughter-in-law Bridget Steinmann, sisters Ruth 
(George), Norma (Stuart), Nancy (Joe), brother Clare, 
brothers-in-law Cliff and Joe (Shirley).

John was a faithful and long-standing member at 
the Kitchener Gospel Temple. He was a valued em-
ployee of Bell Canada for 34 years and in retirement 
drove shuttle for Heffner Toyota and long haul and 
expedite for Erb Transport. John loved travelling the 
open roads and the serene beauty of nature. John and 
Bernice enjoyed travelling together and even spent 
many weeks on various missions’ trips. John and 
Bernice loved spending time at their cottage with 
family and friends. They spent many mornings with 
their coffee watching the sunrise!

Relatives and friends are invited to the Mark Jutzi 
Funeral Home, 291 Huron Street, New Hamburg, on 
Thursday, January 30, 2025, from 5 – 8 p.m. A funeral 
service will take place in the chapel of the funeral 
home on Friday, January 31, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. with 
Pastor Randy Magnus officiating. John will be laid 
to rest in Pioneer Park Mennonite Church Cemetery, 
Kitchener with his beloved Bernice. The funeral will 
be available via live stream for those who are unable 
to attend.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to Gideon 
Bible Society or Roseville Church would be 
appreciated.

Personal condolences and donation information 
available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

PICK UP YOUR COPY OF

New Hamburg
Thrift Centre, Short Stop, Sobeys, Office Pro, No Frills, 

Mario's Chicken, Library, McDonalds, Tim Hortons, 
Nith Valley Butcher, The Whining Tree, Town Square 

Pharmasave, Heart'n Home Creations, Cook's Pharmacy, 
Great Canadian Dollar, Wilmot Recreation Centre, 
Pizza Arca, Old Country Restaurant, TLC Pet Food

Tavistock
Double D's Restaurant, D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim 

Hortons, Hasty Market, Sam's Independent
Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library,

Tavistock Arena, Scotia Bank

Wellesley
Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy

Schmidtsville Restaurant, Wellesley Service
Shakespeare

Shakespeare Brewery, Shakespeare Variety

St. Agatha
Pfennings Store, Hasty Market

Petersburg
Petro Canada Gas Bar

Stratford
Food Basics, Sobeys, No Frills, Klomps Home & Garden

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety,

Baden Coffee Company, Pharmacy in Baden Plaza

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market

Sorry For Your Loss

May the road rise up to meet you. May the
wind be always at your back. May the sun
shine warm upon your face; the rains fall soft
upon your fields and until we meet again,
may God hold you in the palm of His hand.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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ADVERTISE WITH US!
Contact Sharon Leis 

at 519-580-5418 
or email 

sharonbleis@gmail.com

NICKLAS: Mary Lorriane (nee Wiffen)
It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing 

of our cherished mother, grandmother, and great-grand-
mother, Mary Lorraine Nicklas, of Tavistock, on Monday, 
January 20, 2025, at the age of 88.

Mary was born on October 17, 1936, to the late Arthur 
Wiffen and Marguerite Corp. She grew up on the 13th Line 
of East Zorra and, together with her husband, Carl, farmed 
and raised their family on the 16th Line before moving to 
Tavistock in January 1995. Mary was predeceased by her 

beloved husband, Carl Nicklas, on October 9, 2016, after 53 years of devoted mar-
riage. Together, they built a life full of love, commitment, and shared memories.

She is lovingly remembered by her children: Sharon (Al Anonech), Ken (Janis), 
and Lynne (Terry Ross). She was a treasured grandmother to Zachary and Alexis 
Anonech, Maris and Kyle Nicklas, Jillian Hislop (Alex), Drew Ross (Emily Smith), 
and Jessica Ross (Max Hall), and a proud great-grandmother to Nora Hislop. Mary 
will be greatly missed by her siblings, Ron (Marleen) Wiffen of Tavistock and 
Margaret (Derwin) Spencer of Prescott, as well as her nieces, nephews, and count-
less other relatives and friends.

She was predeceased by her brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law: Ross Nicklas 
(Violet), Ada Hoffmeyer (Clinton), and Ruth O’Dell (George).

At the age of 10, Mary demonstrated incredible resilience by overcoming tu-
berculosis after spending 150 days in a sanatorium. This experience shaped her 
determined and generous spirit, which she carried throughout her life. Mary’s 
life was marked by her boundless energy, creativity, and passion for communi-
ty involvement. An avid quilter and knitter, she crafted numerous quilts for the 
Mennonite Central Committee Thrift Store and donated thousands of finger puppets 
to the Children’s Hospital of Western Ontario. She found immense joy in attend-
ing her grandchildren’s events, baking cookies, and playing games with them. Her 
famous Rice Krispie squares were a beloved staple at every family gathering. In 
her community, Mary’s contributions were numerous and impactful. She served as 
a Brownie Leader, 4-H Leader, and secretary of the World Crokinole Committee. 
She was a proud 60-year member of the Princess Elizabeth Women’s Institute, a 
director with the Tavistock Agricultural Society, and a member of Cassel Mennonite 
Church. She was also a founding member of the Tavistock and District Historical 
Society. Mary’s passion for ancestry led her to compile 30 detailed family histories, 
preserving her family’s history for generations to come. In 2008, Mary and Carl 
were honored as the Seniors of the Year for the Township of East Zorra-Tavistock, 
recognizing their lifelong dedication to their community.

Visitation for friends and family will take place at the Francis Funeral Home, 77 
Woodstock Street North, Tavistock, on Sunday, February 2, 2025, from 1:00 to 4:00 
p.m. A funeral service will take place at the funeral home on Monday, February 3, 
2025, at 11:00 a.m., with visitation one hour prior. A time of fellowship and remem-
brance will follow at the Tavistock Men’s Club Hall across the street. Interment 
later in Grace United Church Cemetery.

For those unable to attend, the service will be streamed live via Mary’s obituary 
on the funeral home’s website.

As expressions of sympathy, donations may be made to the Princess Elizabeth 
Women’s Institute, Cassel Mennonite Church, or the Tavistock and District 
Historical Society. Personal condolences can be posted at www.francisfh.ca

Mary’s kindness, generosity, and unwavering love for her family and community 
will be deeply missed by all who knew her.

OBITUARY

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 
Weekly Quiz

By Jake Grant
1. In what state is  Super Bowl LIX being held?
2. How many planets orbit the sun?
3. What year did an NHL team based in Canada last hoist the Stanley 

Cup?
4. Which organ does a lobotomy target?
5. What infamous mob boss inspired "The Godfather"?
6. What company coins the slogan "What's in your wallet"?
7. An inactive volcano is called?
8. Who invented dynamite?
9. Is the Panama Canal man made?
10. Where was the first blood bank established?

Answers found on page 23

TOWNSHIP OF 
EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock • Phone: 

519-655-2151
All are welcome

Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur • Music by 
Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard 

Church Office 519-655-2372 • trinitylcoffice@
gmail.com

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Julie Ellison White

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, 

with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
All ages Junior Sunday School will follow after 

the service.
All are Welcome

Stream services online at www.tavis-
tockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario

Questions or Need Help? Text or Call: (519) 
655-2413

tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday

www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

WILMOT TOWNSHIP

ST GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Corner of Waterloo St 

and Byron St, New Hamburg
Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.  

All are welcome.
https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd Wilmot Township

All are welcome.
Rev Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450

sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com

St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 

Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour 

and sermon discussion. 
All are welcome
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RW ROW STK GPCT
25 26 3-0-0-0 0.625
24 27 0-1-0-0 0.596
22 23 5-0-1-1 0.570
15 16 0-2-0-0 0.536
13 16 1-0-1-0 0.463
10 11 3-0-0-0 0.426
10 10 0-4-1-0 0.434
7 7 0-4-0-0 0.353

1 Norwich Merchants
2 New Hamburg Firebirds
3 Woodstock Navy Vets
4 Wellesley Applejacks
5 Dorchester Dolphins
6 Paris Titans
7 Tavistock Braves
8 Hespeler Shamrocks

South Doherty Division

South Doherty division
standings

As of Tuesday, January 28

South Doherty Division GP W L OTL T SOW SOL PTS OTW GF GA DIFF PCT PIM
1 Norwich Merchants 36 28 8 0 0 2 0 56 1 145 87 58 0.778 574
2 New Hamburg Firebirds 37 27 8 0 0 0 2 56 3 146 99 47 0.757 606
3 Woodstock Navy Vets 37 21 10 1 0 1 2 51 1 139 105 34 0.689 483
4 Wellesley Applejacks 37 21 14 1 0 5 1 44 1 113 98 15 0.595 719
5 Dorchester Dolphins 36 16 17 1 0 0 2 35 3 99 115 -16 0.486 603
6 Paris Titans 37 11 23 3 0 0 0 25 1 101 136 -35 0.338 591
7 Tavistock Braves 35 11 22 2 0 1 0 24 0 115 150 -35 0.343 798
8 Hespeler Shamrocks 35 7 24 2 0 0 2 18 0 82 150 -68 0.257 516

South Doherty Division

Tavistock’s Provincial Junior Hockey 
League season continues to be a strug-
gle but they did manage to earn a point 
against Norwich on Saturday in front of 
over 200 fans at the Tavistock and District 
Recreation Centre.

Logan Van Den Akker scored his first 
goal of the season just 15 seconds into 
overtime to give the Merchants the win 
and pull them into a first-place tie with 
New Hamburg on top of the Doherty 
Division standings. The goal came on the 
powerplay as Keaton Bartlett was serving 
a late third-period minor for hooking. The 
Braves led 2-0 after 20 minutes on goals 
from Yianni Peppas and Kye Taylor, his 
first of the season. The Merchants scored 
the only two goals of the second period be-
fore a scoreless third.

Norwich went 2 for 8 with the man ad-
vantage while Tavistock was 0 for 2. The 
Merchants outshot the Braves 36-17. 

Tavistock hosted New Hamburg on 
Friday and stuck with the visitors through 
40 minutes, but the Firebirds scored twice 
in the third period to earn a 5-3 victo-
ry. The game was New Hamburg’s only 
matchup of the weekend.

The Braves opened the scoring five min-
utes into the first and the teams exchanged 
five markers before Owen Fischer scored 
the game-winning goal four minutes into 
the final frame, his nineteenth of the sea-
son. Owen Bruder’s twentieth of the cam-
paign with three minutes left rounded out 
the scoring.

“Our team made great strides this week-
end we played well as a unit, consider-
ing we had a depleted lineup,” explained 
Tavistock’s rookie general manager, Brent 
Lange. “In both games, we played hard 
and as a team and competed for all 60 
minutes.” 

He added the Beaves played solid 
in Friday night’s loss but added goalie 
Lander Hartley would have liked to have 
another chance at the goals he let in during 
the third. 

“Saturday afternoon we started out 
strong and competed pretty well as a 
team. We battled through some tough calls 
against us, but our discipline has gotten 
better for the most part. Saturday seemed 
like we were playing against two teams at 
times.”

Lange was complimentary of the effort 
by Kaden Lange between the pipes on 
Saturday. 

“He played a heck of a game for us and 
held us in there when we needed to make 
some big saves. Our power play has been 
strong of late as well so that's always a pos-
itive for us and we want to keep it going.”

Tavistock has seven regular season 
games remaining and trails Paris by a sin-
gle point but does have two games in hand. 

As long as we keep competing hard 
down the stretch and battling every period. 
We will be fine. And heading into the play-
offs on a positive note. If the playoffs were 
to begin today the Braves would face New 
Hamburg but it is anyone’s guess where 
the final standings will end up.

“Anything can happen in the playoffs 
with any team. So, if it's New Hamburg, 
Woodstock or Wellesley, it is what it 
is. We will be ready and show up and com-
pete hard as a team each game. There are 
seven games series for a reason. 

Firebirds lose on Hockey Day in New 
Hamburg

The Firebirds ended up splitting the 
weekend following a 3-2 loss to Dorchester 
in front of nearly 400 fans on Sunday af-
ternoon. Michael Gear tied the game at 
one with a goal at the buzzer at the end of 
the first period and Fischer again tied it up 
in the second after the Dolphins took a 2-1 
lead early in the second. The third frame 
was scoreless as Dorchester snapped New 
Hamburg’s six-game win streak. 

All minor hockey players in New 
Hamburg received free entrance into the 
game as the Firebirds celebrated the 10 
graduates who now play for the junior 
team.

Applejacks drop both weekend 
matchups

Wellesley travelled to Norwich on Friday 
and was outshot 40-24 in a 4-2 loss. The 
teams were tied at two after 20 minutes 
and after a scoreless second, the Merchants 
notched the game-winner early in the third 
and added a late empty-net marker. Tyler 
Wagler and Dimitri Eleftheriadis scored 
for the Applejacks.

On Saturday, Wellesley hosted surging 
Paris and dropped a 5-3 decision. The 
Applejacks led 3-2 after 40 minutes, but 
the Titans tied it up just 38 seconds into 
the third period and added the game-win-
ner at the 12:25 mark before adding an 
empty-net goal. 

Owen Troyer led the Wellesley attack 
with a pair of goals and an assist while 
Connor Doerbecker added two points. 

Paris has now won three straight games 
and moved one point ahead of Tavistock. 

PJHL Roundup: Braves winless in five
LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

The New Hamburg Firebirds celebrated Minor Hockey Day on Sunday during a game against 
the Dorchester Dolphins. A total of 10 alumni are on this year’s Firebirds team.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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ONTARIO ELITE HOCKEY LEAGUE STANDINGS - SENIOR MEN
TEAM GP W L T PTS OTW OTL P% GF GA DIFF PPG PPGA SHG PIM

Ripley Wolves 20 18 2 0 38 2 2 0.950 114 59 55 18 9 8 464

Seaforth Centenaires 20 15 5 0 31 1 1 0.775 92 51 41 16 14 3 267

Minto 81's 18 13 5 0 26 1 0 0.722 93 51 42 15 8 3 322

Tavistock Royals 19 12 7 0 24 2 0 0.632 88 62 26 24 14 3 320

Saugeen Shores Winterhawks 20 11 9 0 23 1 1 0.575 100 87 13 29 21 8 264

Creemore Coyotes 19 9 10 0 19 1 1 0.500 80 68 12 21 16 4 306

Georgian Bay Applekings 19 8 11 0 18 1 2 0.474 83 85 -2 19 22 7 414

Erin Outlaws 19 7 12 0 17 1 3 0.447 80 99 -19 14 16 4 369

Durham Thundercats 18 7 11 0 14 1 0 0.389 73 94 -21 14 20 8 302

Milverton Four Wheel Drives 19 5 14 0 12 1 2 0.316 62 98 -36 16 14 3 241

Lucknow Lancers 19 0 19 0 0 0 0 0.000 28 139 -111 1 33 1 419

88 Wellington Street, 
Stratford, Ontario N5A 2L2

Sandra Eby 
Sales Representative
Office: 519-273-2821 or Cell: 519-272-7676
email: mseby@rogers.com 

35 WELLINGTON STREET, TAVISTOCK - MLS®#: X11940860 $768,000 
Welcome to 35 Wellington Street Tavistock , a lovely 3 + 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom family bungalow 
home located within walking distance to the local public school, park and splash pad, arena 
and downtown. The spacious, open concept main floor is perfect for entertaining, with ample 
natural light and a seamless flow, offering a newer kitchen with sliders to a large deck and 
rear yard, main floor laundry and single attached garage and automatic Generac Generator. 
The basement offers a large rec room, two additional bedrooms, and plenty of storage space, 
providing extra room for family or guests (currently being rented out). Outside, enjoy your 
large 66 X 165 foot backyard perfect for relaxing or hosting gatherings. This home has had 
many updates in the last few years. If you are tired of all those stairs this would make a great 
retirement or family home. Call today to view and own this great home today.

NEW LISTING

163 JANELLE DRIVE, TAVISTOCK - MLS®#: X11940730 $789,900
This stunning 4-level back split offers space, elegance, and modern updates. Located in a 
sought-after neighborhood backing onto green space, this home features a large 82 x 111.55 ft lot, 
an oversized single-car garage, and a double concrete driveway. Inside, you’ll find 3 bedrooms, 2 
full baths (including a 5-pc cheater ensuite), and an open-concept main floor filled with natural 
light, ideal for family living and entertaining. Highlights include a newer roof (2016), gas heat, 
central air, mostly newer windows, and an owned water heater. The finished family room boasts 
a wet bar, while the lowest level offers laundry, in-floor heating, a 3-pc bath, potential for a 
4th bedroom, and a walk-up to the garage. The bright kitchen opens to a large deck with an 
above-ground pool, perfect for enjoying sunsets. With an automatic generator and quick closing 
available, this lovingly maintained home is ready for your family!

NEW LISTING 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 1ST - 1:00-3:00 PMOPEN HOUSE

Tavistock moved into a third-place tie in the 
Ontario Elite Hockey League standings with a 
10-2 drubbing of winless Lucknow. The Royals 
have 24 points as does Minto, but the 81s have two 
games in hand.

Defenceman Jeromy Munro led the attack with 
a pair of goals and two assists while Lucas Bast, 
Matt Zilke, Drew Gerth and Nicholas Thibodeau 
added three points each. 

Tavistock outshot Lucknow 53-17 in a game that 
saw just four minor penalties. 

Royals General Manager Brad Stere said playing 
against a weak team can sometimes be challeng-
ing but the players stayed focused and got the job 
done. He added the efforts by Munro and Bast this 
season have made a big difference.

“Jeremy is having a banner year. He always 
contributes with his offense and is an exceptional 
penalty killer. He is one of those all-around players 

who brings his game every night. Lucas made a bit 
of a change this year and has moved up to forward. 
He has excelled up front and it is showing in his 
production. It also shows his versatility that he can 
play both if we ever are short on the defense.”

Munro is also closing in on a pretty impressive 
landmark as a member of the Royals. He has played 
267 career games for the Royals, just two behind 
the current leader Geoff Killing. Tyler Heimpel sits 
third at 262. Munro is also tied for fourth all-time 
for goals scored with 72. Heimpel leads the way 
with 126 followed by Wes Kropf with 107.

Tavistock’s final game is Friday night at 8:30 at 
home. Stere said their likely first-round opponent 
will be Saugeen Shores.

“We play Durham in the last game of the year 
and it will be a big one as they need that win to 
stay in the top eight so we are expecting a tough 
battle. The way the playoffs are setting up it looks 
like we will start with Saugeen Shores first round. 
They are a very tough opponent that matches up 
well against us.”

Royals down lowly Lancers as OEHL regular season nears end 

Nicholas Thibodeau scored his first goal of the season. The forward has 
six points in seven games.

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

(MCGINNY PHOTORGRAPHY PHOTOS)

Jeromy Munro picked up four points in the Royals 10-2 win 
over visiting Lucknow on Saturday night. The 10-year vet-
eran is closing in on the team record for number of games 
played.

Durham
Thundercats

Tavistock
Royals

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31ST

AT 8:30PM
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT

RECREATION CENTRE
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The Tavistock Agricultural Society 
sponsors a field crop competition every 
year in conjunction with their Fall Fair, 
and the results are now in. The Field Crop 
committee of the agricultural society state 
that the basic rules are still the same as al-
ways, but the modifications were mainly 
with conveners for this year.

Bill Brown was the convener for the 
standing hay competition sponsored by 
Premier Equipment of Tavistock and first 
place went to Steveleigh Farms (Steve & 
Karen Witmer). Second place was award-
ed to Danendale Farms (Andrew & Rob 
Danen, and third place went to the Jack 
& Jane Danen family. There were 10 
exhibitors competing in this part of the 
competition.

Don Mordue was the convener for the 
coloured bean competition, sponsored by 
Townsend Brothers Limited, and of the 
eight exhibitors entered, first place went 
to Ross E. Townsend, second place to 
John McRoberts, and third place went to 
Nathan Townsend.

In the silage corn competition 

sponsored by Trouw Nutrition Canada 
Inc. of Tavistock, the convener was Zenon 
Bender and there were 10 farms entered. 
First place went to Danzel Farms (Ed & 
Julie Danen), second place to Danendale 
Farms, and third place to Daneholme 
Farms (Chris & Janice Danen and family).

In the Soybean part of the competition 
sponsored by Pioneer Hybred Canada 
and John McRoberts, the convener was 
Brad Zehr. First place went to Daneholme 
Farms, second place to the Jay & Lisa 
Zehr family, and third place went to Misha 
Laemmler, with a total of 7 exhibitors 
competing.

The highly competitive Grain Corn com-
petition was sponsored by Syngenta and 
the convener was Charlie Wettlaufer.

First place went Steveleigh Farms, sec-
ond place to Keith Townsend, and third 
place to Daneholme Farms. There were 22 
exhibitors that took part in the Grain Corn 
competition.

Area Farmers are reminded if they 
would like to compete in the 2025 com-
petition, please contact the convener or 
any Tavistock Agricultural Society board 
member. Agricultural Society directors 
wish to thank all who participated in 2024.

Tavistock Agricultural Society Field Crop Results 
yield many local winners 

Pictured above is Field Crop Convenor Zenon Bender of Trouw Nutrition and Yantzi’s, who 
would encourage crop growing farmers in the area to enter the Tavistock Fall Fair 2025 field 
crop competition in the coming months.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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Pet of the Week
MINNIE

Meet Minnie, a 9-year-old sweetheart ready to 
find her forever home  At 60 pounds, this medium-
sized mix has bounced between homes but is 
eager for stability and love. Minnie adores people 
and thrives on affection, making her a loyal and 
snuggly companion. She’s happiest lounging on 
the couch, chasing toys, and giving kisses. Minnie 
needs to be the only pet in a house or townhouse 
(no apartments). With a moderate energy level, 
she enjoys daily walks and enrichment but loves 
her downtime just as much. Her ideal family 
will provide training and patience to help her 
overcome challenges. Ready to give this sweet 
senior the loving home she deserves? Visit 
kwsphumane.ca to adopt Minnie!

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

G S V O B A U I F B I B A N K M L X E D
P Q U Y Z L F A N X E E N H D A J D C P
C K H P U W A F Y G R S E O C Y B D P U
N D A G E X S P R I N G H S T U N G D N
L V G D Y R F P W I I V D A R R A K D X
U V I X F N S I J C A I X R V V A K H S
M P F B U Z N T K G J V O O V P G I F U
H W Z M R T N Q I V N W B K S N R H W T
W G I X E X F G I T C H F L O F O I Z A
G L D R S E O N C E I E W I N Q U B I W
I F Z C O K U G F X B O T F E N N E D N
D R Z C S H Q I O R D C N S G P D R W E
G W I F Y U G I U A I E I I L H H N I Y
N F U D N Z E A H D N K U X Y I O A L P
W T G G V Q R S E I O U M W R L G T L G
N U G V W Y D R H G H G P E G N F I I S
S K W L T S P S Y P E Q W E V R K O E Y
J K B W A N N Y V U T C S K I R Y N U G
P M O O O U Y Q F X J Z T S Z U M O P O
W P D J S P I I B V P R E A D O N E T J

GROUNDHOG DAY - FEBRUARY 2, 2025

Burrow
FebruaryTwo

Groundhog
Hibernation

Phil

Prediction
Punxsutawney

Shadow
Spring

Superstition

Sunshine
sixweeks
Wiarton

Willie
Winter
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THE COMMUNITY 

YOU CAN TRUST!
NEWS SOURCE

Full mechanic al services
& TIRES FOR ALL VEHICLES

ALIGNMENT

SUSPENSION

OIL CHANGES

BRAKES

LICENSED VEHICLE 
INSPECTION STATION

PASSENGER & L IGHT TRUCK

FARM TIRES

HEAVY TRUCK

LAWN & GARDEN

CAMPERS,  RV’S,  
ATV’S & MORE

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519.662.4990 | oktire.com

Ontario farmers are expressing their 
support for today’s announcement that the 
provincial government is expanding risk 
management funding for farmers.

Over the next three years, the Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Agribusiness is phasing-in a $100 million 
increase to the Risk Management Program 
(RMP) for beef, pork, sheep, veal and 
grain farmers and the Self-Directed Risk 
Management Program (SDRM) for fruit 
and vegetable growers.

RMP and SDRM help provide financial 
protection for farmers against unprece-
dented challenges beyond their control, 
including inflation, supply chain disrup-
tions, market downturns and climate risks.

“This additional investment by the gov-
ernment comes at a critical time for Ontario 
farmers as we are making key decisions 
for the coming growing season,” says 
Drew Spoelstra, president of the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture. “This increased 
funding will provide Ontario farmers with 
confidence to continuing making critical 
investments in our farm businesses and in 
Ontario’s agri-food sector in such uncer-
tain times.”

Increased funding for risk management 
has long been a key advocacy priority for 

the OFA, and it was one of the organiza-
tion’s top three budget asks of the pro-
vincial government for 2025. This ask 
also supported efforts by the Ontario 
Agriculture Sustainability Coalition 
(OASC), who have long been urging the 
province to enhance its investment into 
RMP and SDRM. 

Ontario’s agri-food sector is a key part of 
the provincial economy, contributing more 
than $50 billion in annual economic activ-
ity, $26.2 billion in agri-food exports, and 
employing 11% of Ontario’s workforce by 
supporting more than 870,000 jobs.

“We appreciate the government’s rec-
ognition of the importance of our sector 
to the provincial economy and we thank 
Ontario’s Minister of Agriculture, Food 
and Agribusiness, Rob Flack, for his 
leadership strengthening this critical risk 
management tool for our sector,” adds 
Spoelstra.

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture 
(OFA) represents 38,000 farm families 
across the province and serves as the 
leading advocate and strongest voice of 
Ontario’s farmers. As a dynamic farm-
er-led organization, the OFA represents 
and champions the interests of Ontario 
farmers through advocacy and government 
relations, research and farm policy recom-
mendations, media and public relations, 
community representation, and more.

Ontario farmers appreciate 
risk management program 
funding increase 

OFA President Drew Spoelstra (third from left) stands with members of the provincial gov-
ernment and others at the announcement of risk management funding expansion for farm-
ers in Guelph on Jan. 28, 2025.

LILIAN SCHAER

Ontario Federation of Agriculture

(OFA PHOTO)
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Living a holistic life is linked 
to longevity. Food fuels our body, 
feeds the mind and nourishes our 
spirit. As a holistic nutritionist, I 
encourage clients to eat less from 
a box and more from the earth. I 
believe wholeheartedly, Mother 
Nature doesn’t need any help. 
Eating whole foods is the foun-
dation to build, maintain and re-
pair the body throughout one’s 
lifetime.

Whether you are meat or plant-
based, fruit, vegetables, grains, 
legumes, and healthy fats are part 
of marvelous menu planning. I am 
often asked if I believe in super-
foods. According to Wikipedia a 
superfood is a marketing term for 
a food claimed to confer health 
benefits resulting from an excep-
tional nutrient density. In 2007, 
the marketing of products as “su-
perfoods “was prohibited in the 
European Union unless accompa-
nied by specific authorized health 
claim supported by credible sci-
entific research. In Canada, nutri-
tionists and dieticians often name 
berries, kale and avocados but my 
top pick is spirulina. Could it be 
the food of the future?

What is spirulina? It’s been 
around forever. It’s a type of cy-
anobacteria, but better known in 
the health food industry as a blue-
green algae. Spirulina was first 
eaten by the Aztecs and people in 
the Lake Chad area of Africa for 
its substantial nutrition. Today 
it’s regarded as supplement and 
even used by NASA astronauts 

on space missions. This rich plant 
grows in both fresh and saltwater. 
Spirulina is 65-70% protein most-
ly coming from phycocyanin, the 
pigment providing its phenome-
nal bright blue-green color.

 Spirulina is heaps of holistic 
health help. With just twenty calo-
ries in a tablespoon but four grams 
of protein, spirulina is the perfect 
plant-based swap for eggs. It con-
tains just two grams of carbohy-
drates, zero sugar and a mere one 
gram of fat. Spirulina contains a 
bevy of vitamin B1, B2 and B3 
as well as top-notch trace miner-
als. Copper assists in making red 
blood cells, keeping nerve cells 
healthy and improving the im-
mune system. Copper helps form 
collagen, key to strong bones, 
connective tissues and healthy 
glowing skin. 

Iron rich spirulina is essential 
in making a protein in red blood 
cells referred to as hemoglobin. 
Low iron long-term is often the 
cause behind overwhelming ex-
haustion. Since iron is not pro-
duced in the body and must be 
absorbed from food, spirulina is 
stupendous source for those suf-
fering from anemia.

The numerous nutrients in this 
gorgeous green superfood are 
body-boosting beyond. Spirulina 
is an amazing anti-oxidant, and 
an all-star thanks to its anti-in-
flammatory effects. Inflammation 
contributes to disease in the body, 
and spirulina is a sure-fire way to 
help you stay strong and disease 

free. Spirulina is a natural way to 
help lower cholesterol levels as 
well as triglycerides. Since spiru-
lina increases nitric oxide, blood 
vessels naturally relax, therefore 
resulting in reducing blood pres-
sure. There’s growing evidence 
this powerhouse may also aid in 
weight loss by regulating blood 
sugar. A review published in 2019 
found spirulina may reduce body 
fat percent and waist circumfer-
ence. Allergies an issue? It’s been 
well documented that adding 
spirulina to your diet may help 
combat congestion, sneezing and 
itching. Spirulina is a sensational 
source of zeaxanthin, a plant pig-
ment linked to supporting excep-
tional eye-health. 

Spirulina contains trace amounts 
of iodine, and can be consumed 
for those on iodine restriction di-
ets. Seaweed is often used as nat-
ural thyroid support.

Spirulina comes as a powder 
or in capsules. Go for green and 
power up your favorite foods 
with the green powder. Bring on 
the electric green guacamole, pe-
sto, salad dressing, hummus, and 
wacky colored popcorn. Spirulina 
is a superb smoothie or juice add-
in at home or for a grab-and-go 
at your favorite holistic hot spot. 
It’s a huge wellness win in yogurt 
alongside the gut goodness of 
chia for an outrageous overnight 
pudding.

Shop for organic spirulina to 
avoid contaminants and whether 
you choose green or blue, start 
with 5mg daily and increase slow-
ly to 10mg daily. Its never to early 
or too late to work towards a more 
holistic lifestyle.

Always speak to your Medical 
Doctor or Naturopath before 
starting any new supplement or 
food source if taking medications. 

Sources: 
• h t t p s : / / w w w . w e b -

m d . c o m / d i e t /
spirulina-health-benefits

• https://www.mountsinai.
org/health-l ibrary/sup-
plement/copper#:~:tex-
t=It520helps%20your%20
body%20make,can%20
d a m a g e % 2 0 c e l l s % 2 0

and20%DNA
• health.com (benefits of 

spirulina)
• https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.

gov/articles/PMC3136577/

Super Spirulina

By Mercedes Kay Gold

HEAPS OF 
HEALTHY 

TIPS 

Spirulina is a nutrient-packed blue-green algae, a powerhouse of protein, 
vitamins, and minerals for holistic health.

(VECTEEZY PHOTOS)

A vibrant spirulina smoothie paired with blueberries and spinach to fuel 
your body, mind, and spirit.

A Wilmot Township social media post 
boasted of Mayor Salonen’s recent at-
tendance at this year's Rural Ontario 
Municipal Association (ROMA) confer-
ence, in particular a session she chaired 
on fostering healthier democracies in 
rural Ontario, with an emphasis on inclu-
sive governance and community engage-
ment. Conference organizers must not 
have checked Mayor Salonen’s dismal 
record within her own rural community 
of Wilmot.

As mayor, Ms. Salonen has overseen 

citizens being denied from delegating in 
open council after reversing a previous 
council's unanimous public vote, while 
doing so in private behind closed doors. 
Remained silent while her township solic-
itor and clerk denied a community groups 
request for their expert’s road safety re-
port be added to a council agenda as offi-
cial correspondence for the public record. 
A lack of leadership or accountability 
as mayor, and Wilmot’s sole representa-
tive at Regional Council, as it relates to 
the ongoing Wilmot land grab scandal. 

And, most recently, while ward council-
lors hosted individual townhalls, filled 
with engaged residents concerned about 
Wilmot’s proposed and unprecedented 51 
per cent budget increase, Mayor Salonen 
did not attend any of the town halls host-
ed by her colleagues, nor did she hold a 
townhall of her own.

If this is Mayor Salonen’s record of 
fostering democracy in her own rural 
community, then maybe the mayor was 
better suited to taking notes as a session 
attendee. Today, residents in Wilmot are 

craving for what is missing in their com-
munity: leadership, transparency, and ac-
countability; both from its government, 
and its mayor. For next year's conference, 
Mayor Salonen may want to attend a ses-
sion called “Practicing what you preach, a 
politicians guide to governing.”

Rory Farnan
Wilmot Township

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
Practicing what you preach, a politician’s guide to governing
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By Paul Knowles

OH, THE 
PLACES 

WE'LL GO
One of the perks of my work as 

a member of the Golf Journalists 
Association of Canada is I oc-
casionally get to play outstand-
ing golf courses – courses that, 
if truth be told, are vastly more 
impressive than my golf game. 
But I always agree, show up with 
my clubs and usually allow the 
course to humiliate me, smiling 
all the way.

When I was planning our road 
trip down east last summer, a col-
league in Nova Scotia wondered if 
we would like to play Fox Harb’r 
and spend a night or two there. I 
jumped at the chance. Fox Harb’r 
is one of Canada’s premiere golf 
courses, built by Tim Hortons 
founder, the late Ron Joyce, and 
very recently voted Best Corpo-
rate Retreat in Atlantic Canada.

This is obviously much more 
than a golf course. Fox Harb’r of-
fers luxurious accommodations, 
spa facilities, two restaurants, 
a private airstrip and more. We 
stayed in a beautiful suite with 
our second-floor balcony over-
looking the course and, beyond it, 
the Northumberland Strait.

The course was in superb 
shape. Nine holes ran along the 
ocean and the other nine took us 
inland for parkland-style play. We 
enjoyed every minute and, for a 
change, a world-class course did 
not beat me up! I finished very 
happy with my score and delight-
ed by the dramatic views, espe-
cially on the ocean-side holes.

What we didn’t realize was that 
our round was a unique opportu-
nity to play a course that would 
cease to exist in that form at the 
end of the 2024 season. And that’s 
because Fox Harb’r, already an 
award-winning destination, is up-
ping the ante. What was already 
great is going beyond that de-
scription in virtually every aspect 
of the resort. It’s all part of the 
celebration of Fox Harb’r’s 25th 
anniversary.

Most dramatic are the develop-
ments around the golf course. Af-
ter I received a news release about 
the changes, I called Kevin Toth, 
the genial president of Fox Harb’r, 
to get an update from the source.

Toth, shall we say, is excited. 
Really excited. We started by 
talking about the golf course it-

self, and that’s when I learned 
the lovely course we had played 
would never be played again in 
that form.

That’s because the hybrid lay-
out of the course – half ocean-
side, half parkland – is being con-
verted through the creation of 18 
additional holes.

The eventual outcome will be 
two very distinct courses – the 
ocean course and the vineyard 
course. Yes, Fox Harb’r has its 
own vineyard, producing unique 
wines. 

Kevin told me the ocean course 
will be a cohesive, authentic, 
links-style course, appropriate to 
its seaside location. It has been 
created by famed course design-
ers Doug Carrick and Tom Mc-
Broom. The vineyard course will 
be a gorgeous, heathland 18, he 
says.

This involves more than build-
ing 18 more holes, and the exist-
ing nine ocean holes are being 
reconstructed, changing most 
of the layouts and ensuring that 
links style is more than just a cli-
ché. That means altering bunkers, 
fairways, landscaping, greens, 
the whole shebang.

The plan is to have both new 
18s open for play by the spring 
of 2027. In the meantime, golfers 
will still be able to play a terrif-
ic 18-hole course – in fact, a dif-
ferent one each year as available 
nines are combined to allow golf 
fans to enjoy superb 18-hole lay-
outs.

If that sounds confusing, the 
key is you’ll be able to play Fox 
Harb’r any time in the next sea-
sons, but avid golfers will want to 

mark spring 2027 on their calen-
dars because that’s when we will 
be able to play the 36 holes of two 
different, amazing courses at the 
resort.

Fox Harb’r innovations go be-
yond the fairways and greens. 
The resort has opened a new 
state-of-the-art fitness centre, and 
Kevin told me about the $2-mil-
lion renovation to the spa and 
wellness centre, including a new 
hydrotherapy studio. This is all 
scheduled to open May 8 of this 
year. The resort is also adding ac-
commodations, building 18 new 
town homes.

Fox Harb’r is clearly a destina-
tion in its own right. There are 
a few nearby attractions – the 
quirky ocean-front town of Tata-
magouche is less than half an hour 
away, as is Jost Winery, one of the 
finest among Nova Scotia’s excel-
lent wineries. But people come to 
Fox Harb’r for Fox Harb’r, and the 
number of staff employed by the 
resort says all you need to know 
about the service the resort of-
fers. Kevin told me that in 2024, 
the destination employed 264 
staff members. In the long term, 
he says Fox Harb’r will employ 
325 people. The resort is build-
ing more accommodations for its 
staff and also, according to Kev-
in, strongly encouraging senior 
employees to permanently locate 
in this part of Nova Scotia. Fox 
Harb’r is not only committed to 
serving its guests, it’s also com-
mitted to being a responsible cor-
porate citizen in its community.

But most importantly for the 
dedicated golfer, Fox Harb’r is 
offering a unique opportunity 
to play a different course layout 
each year through 2027. That’s 
when Fox Harb’r’s vision will ful-
ly become a golfer’s dream come 
to life.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and president of 
the Travel Media Association of 
Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net. 

Fox Harb’r growing beyond “great”

Fox Harb'r's ocean-front golf course with the Northumberland Strait as 
the spectacular backdrop.

The course additions and reconstruction will create an even more authen-
tic links golfing experience.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

There is beauty on every whole of the course, and that will double with the 
opening of 18 more holes by 2027.

 The entrance to Fox Harb'r tells visitors a lot about the attention to detail, 
and the overall beauty of the resort.

Guests at Fox Harb'r can enjoy luxurious accommodations, right beside 
the golf course.
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The start of a new year can be a sobering 
reminder of how quickly time passes. I 
often say that, during different times of 
life, the days can feel long but the years 
invariably seem to pass quickly. Life 
seems to accelerate with age. As such, 
there’s always the risk we may look back 
on our lives and wish things had been dif-

ferent. This is particularly true when those 
things we wish were different were within 
our control and we may passively make a 
choice not to choose a different path.
Even though we’re now well into the new 
year, it’s not (and it’s never) too late to 
make shifts in our lives from which we’ll 
benefit and be thankful for in the future.
I’ve noted in this column before that many 
of us tend to live in the past – that what we 
focus on and think about reflects what we 
wish was different. This often means look-
ing back with regret at what we wished we 
had done but did not. 
The pace of life is one culprit that gets in 
the way of making desired change. Pro-
crastination is another, as is simply allow-
ing life to play out on its own without a 
whole lot of thought that it could be better 
or different.

A common practice at this time of year 
that seems to have lost favour is setting 
life resolutions (a year which is still rel-
atively new). Good intentions somehow 
fade from memory as a new year takes on 
a life of its own. 
A different and, hopefully, a more mean-
ingful approach might be to shift our focus 
away from adding to our already demand-
ing lives. Instead, the idea is to identify 
current habits that are not lifegiving. The 
essence is to stop those habits we will like-
ly live to regret. 
Being honest and future focused will help 
us identify less-than-optimal choices. It 
may, for example, be less work-related 
travel to spend more time with family or 
choosing to reduce alcohol or other sub-
stance consumption given the risk of liv-
ing with the regret of poor health in the 

future. Less time online may well count-
er future regret about what we see when 
we look back on how we’ve used the pre-
cious but limited time we’ve been given. 
Forgiving now for something done in the 
past may result in a restored relationship 
instead of finding ourselves in the future 
regretting not having done so now.
There’s no time like right now to stop 
doing things we are likely to regret later. 
There is inherent sadness and loss that of-
ten follow the words, “If only” or “I wish.” 
By anticipating now the words that are 
likely to follow these phrases, we can take 
steps to mitigate the risk of future regret.
John Dinner is a registered psychothera-
pist who works as a counsellor at Inter-
faith Counselling Centre in New Ham-
burg. He’s choosing to sit less in 2025 and 
hopefully forever.

By John Dinner

INTERFAITH 
COUNSELLING 

CENTRE

Mitigating the risk of future regret

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL

FRENCH RIVIERA & PARIS
APRIL 23 – MAY 4, 2026

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

www.stonetowntravel.com

After months and even years of plan-
ning, the Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC) meat canning facility has come to 
fruition at the newly renovated and refur-
bished location in New Hamburg, beside 
the busy MCC Thrift Store.

On Jan. 18, 700 people gathered at the 
MCC hub in New Hamburg to celebrate 
the grand opening of the new MCC Meat 
Cannery.

This is a 10,000 square-foot facility and 
is set to make a significant impact on vul-
nerable communities worldwide with a 
goal of producing 60,000 cans of nutri-
tious food annually for families in crisis.

Organizers were very excited at the 
event that was filled with energy and hope 
as supporters, donors, and volunteers cele-
brated alongside MCC staff, local elected 
officials, and members of the local meat 
canning committee.

Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis and 
Region of Waterloo Chair Karen Redmond 
joined in the festivities, marking this chap-
ter in MCC‘s long-standing commitment 
to humanitarian aid.

Their history is long and proud. Since 
1947,  MCC has been a trusted provider of 
canned meat for people caught in conflict 
and disaster.

For decades, a mobile cannery served 
communities in Leamington, Elmira, and 

into the United States, drawing togeth-
er the passion and generosity of local 
churches.

Over time, regulatory challenges made it 
increasingly difficult to continue this tradi-
tion across the US/Canada border, and the 
COVID-19 pandemic further complicated 
operations.

These setbacks led to the inspired idea 
of building a permanent, stationary can-
nery. This investment that would provide a 
long-term solution to meet the rising need 
by MCC partners for canned meat due to 
disasters and food insecurity.

As New Hamburg’s Jon Lebold, material 
resources coordinator from MCC Ontario, 
explains, “we’ve got the space, the logical 
efficiencies, and when we scale up, the im-
pact will be huge far into the future.”

Guests at the grand opening had the 
opportunity to tour the facility, learning 
about each step of the canning process 
from knowledgeable MCC staff.

The tour ended with an invitation for vis-
itors to share messages of support on fab-
ric squares, which will be sewn together 
to create comforters, “used in the prayers 
of sending for future shipments of canned 
meat”.

For more information or with an urge to 
help out, contact Sheryl Bruggeling, com-
munications and events senior manager, 
at 519-745-8458, extension 265, or www.
mcc.org.

MCC Meat Canning 

The Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting at New Hamburg’s MCC Meat Cannery includes, 
from left: Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis, MCC material resources program co-ordi-
nator Jon Lebold, MCC Ontario Executive Director Michelle Brenneman, Waterloo Region 
Chair Karen Redman, MCC Meat Cannery Manager Dylan Yantzi, and MCC Meat Cannery 
Build Consultant Peter Fiss.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(KEN OGASAWARA PHOTO)

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

Alicia Weber, MCC material resources associate, shares insights about the Meat Cannery 
during a tour stop at the grand opening, guiding guests through the process and discussing 
the impact of the new facility.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

Over 700 interested visitors took in the open house at the new 10,000 square foot MCC Meat 
Cannery in New Hamburg next to the MCC Thrift Store.
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The quiet beauty of winter gardens

When we think of a garden, 
it is often pictured as a land-
scape of striking f lowering 
perennials, colourful annuals, 
lush shady plants, shrubbery, 
with perhaps pathways and 
other added features and sculp-
tures. A garden in winter lacks 
the vivid colours like the other 
seasons but it can still offer a 
unique and serene beauty.

The focus of a winter gar-
den is entirely different than a 
summer’s garden. This winter 
our landscapes are covered in 
snow, adding a blanket of insu-
lation on our gardens, but also 
providing the perfect setting 
and contrast of the dark greens 
of our evergreens.

The foliage of shrubs and 
trees such as holly, cedar, ju-
niper and pine have more of an 
emphasis in a winter garden. 

With the absence of leaves of 
deciduous trees, their impor-
tance is more prominent in a 
winter’s landscape. But the 
barren branches of certain 
trees also add interest. Trees, 
such as birch with their peel-
ing bark or dark thick branch-
es of maple or tulip trees now 
become focal points. Red 
branches of the Conus sericea, 
red-osier dogwood and Cornus 
sanguinea, a blood-twig dog-
wood are striking additions for 
winter interest.

A couple more interesting 
shrubs are Witch hazel, Ham-
emelis and Corkscrew hazel, 
Corylus avellana. Witch ha-
zel thrives in our chilling cold 
winter months. Its late winter 
blooms of yellow, red strands 
are like a starburst exploding 
from their branches, making 

a striking specimen in a dull 
setting. The Corkscrew hazel, 
a deciduous shrub, becomes 
a sculpture in a winter’s gar-
den with its gnarled and curly 
branches. 

Many of us grow ornamen-
tal grasses in our gardens. 
Their green structures act as a 
backdrop for our colourful f lo-
ral designs. But in the winter, 
when the snow has blanketed 
our perennial beds, they add a 
subtle beauty and movement. 
Their seed heads also provide 
food for birds. 

Perennials such as Echina-
cea, Rudbeckia, Eutrochinum 
purpurem (Joe-pye-weed) and 
tall varieties of Sedum add a 
colourful display in late sum-
mer as well as being a nectar 
source for bees and butterflies. 
In the winter months, they be-
come interesting structures. 
As well, their spent dried f low-
er heads are an excellent food 
source for many small birds 
such as wrens, sparrows and 
chick-a-dees.

Snow and heavy frost can 
transform the garden, high-
lighting shapes and forms, cre-
ating a secretive and magical 
place. The afternoon sun shin-
ing through tall trees casts long 
interesting shadows, bringing 

another dimension to our gar-
dens. 

If you look closely among 
the snow ladened bushes, there 
are tiny imprints made by the 
dozens of birds that seek re-
fuse in those evergreens. You 
may come across a mass of ser-
pentine trails created by other 
small critters. We think that 

our gardens are dead during 
the winter months. Our plants 
are sleeping but our gardens 
are a hub of activity. 

Our winter gardens are full 
of interesting elements that en-
sures us they still are a place of 
captivating beauty throughout 
the cold months.

By Nancy Abra

FROM 
THE 

GARDEN 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1
“Hicktown Hoedown”
9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Raffles, prizes, food, local beer, line 
dancing and you can even ride the bull. 
(Wicked Wesley). This is a fundraiser to 
support the Wellesley Township “Fall 
Fair”. More info at: marlenekoster@
gmail.com
Bill Gies Recreation Centre in Wellesley

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5
East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
9 a.m.
Council Chambers
89 Loveys Street East, Hickson

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10
Tropical Plants for your Home
7:00 p.m.
Garden Wilmot welcomes Julie Baker, a 
Tropical Plants Specialist from Meadow 
Acres Garden Centre. Free event.
Wilmot Rec Complex
1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
Wellesley Council meeting
6:45 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12
Community Dining for Seniors in 

Wilmot and Wellesley Townships
12:00 p.m.
Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for lunch and fellowship. Please 
register by Feb 7 by calling 519-664-1900 
or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Wellesley Recreation Complex
1401 Queen’s Bush Rd., Wellesley

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Optimist Club of Petersburg Valentine's 
Drive Thru Pork Schnitzel Dinner - 
Pick up at New Hamburg Legion
For tickets contact 519-465-1157 - please 
leave a message.
New Hamburg Legion
65 Boullee St, New Hamburg

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp Free 
Family Day Open House
10am-3:30pm
RSVP to info@hiddenacres.ca
More info at hiddenacres.ca
Hidden Acres Camp
1921 Line 37, New Hamburg

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19
Community Dining for Seniors in 
Wilmot and Wellesley Townships
12:00 p.m.
Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for lunch and fellowship. Please 
register by Feb 14 by calling 519-664-1900 
or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Wilmot Rec Complex
1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24

Wilmot Council meeting
7-11 p.m.
Council chambers
60 Snyder's Road West Baden

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Community Dining for Seniors in 
Wilmot and Wellesley Townships
12:00 p.m.
Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for lunch and fellowship. Please 
register by Feb 21 by calling 519-664-1900 
or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.
 Linwood Community Centre
5279 Ament Line, Linwood

FREE SENIORS ACTIVITIES
Tavistock Seniors Activities
Inside walking Monday & Wednesday 
morning 8:30-12. Contact: Larry Brown  
519-240-6715

Pickleball Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday afternoon, 12-4. Wednesday night 
7-9. Contact: Don Junker 519-535-7052

Cards Monday , Wednesday  afternoon 
1-4, euchre, crib (bring board), etc. Just 
drop in to play, good to bring  someone . 
Contact: Bob Routly 519-301-2118

Crokinole  Monday , Wednesday morn-
ing 8:30-12, Just drop in to play, good to 
bring  someone . Contact: John Schultz 
519-655-2346

Shuffleboard @ arena, Wednesday 12:30-4 
and Thursday 10-4. Contact: Don Junker 
519-535-7052.

VON Smart Seniors Exercise, Tuesday 
and Thursday morning 9 - 10; Village 
Manor 10:25 - 11:25. Contact: 519-539-1231 
x 6285

Tavistock Memorial Hall
1 Adam St. Tavistock ON

Ser v ing
Ont ar io

Ag r ic ul t ur e
s inc e 1966! 

Famil y o w ned  
& 

Oper at ed519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 

�����������������

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: thewtgazette@gmail.com

The Community Calendar allows non-profit organizations to promote their free admission
community events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location
as well as contact information (ie phone number, email address or website).
If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, The
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette offers the following options for promoting your community events:

Coming Events Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
Coming Events Boxed Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
Display Ad - Sizes begin at a Small Classified Display ad (3.3" x 2.5") - $35 + hst 

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:
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Contact Sharon Leis

Take your business
to the next level!
WE CAN HELP!

ADVERTISE
WITH US

Call 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL sharonbleis@gmail.com | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

SERVICE DIRECTORY —
AUTOMOTIVE

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

www.schultzautomotive.com

ASSISTANCE

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1 2024-10-22   4:32 PM2024-10-22   4:32 PM

AUTOMOTIVE
E&L

CSN - E&L
374 Hamilton Road, 
Unit 4, New Hamburg, 
ON, N3A 2K2

Ryan Pacey
Manager

T: 519-662-1892
E: newhamburg@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)
Website: csncollision.ca/el

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS —

WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, 
Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. 
Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, 
and Stereo Equipment. For more information: 
DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 
226-972-5750

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca 
Cola, Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, 
Huether Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, 
Wristwatches and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, 
Beaver Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil  cans and signs 
Red Indian Supertest etc Any small furniture. If you 
are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me 
- 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE
TREES: Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, 
Peaches, Plums, Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, 
Nectarines, Blueberry, Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, 
Grapes etc. Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for wind-
breaks and privacy hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+. Flowering 
shrubs and much more. Come check us out Mon-Sat 
7:00am - 6:00pm Martin's Nursery, 42661 Orangehill 
Road, Wroxeter (1 concession north of Wroxeter on 
Belmore Line)

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE 
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, 
loved and preserved throughout the world now and 
forever.  Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. 
Jude  worker of miracles, pray for us; St. Jude help-
er of the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine 
times a day, by the eighth day this prayer will be an-
swered.  It has never been known to fail. Publication 
must be promised. S.F.

Weekly Quiz Answers

1. Louisiana

2. Eight

3. 1993

4. The brain

5. Frank 
Costello

6. Capital One 
Financial

7. A Dormant 
Volcano

8. Alfred Nobel

9. Yes

10. The Western 
Front 
(Frontlines 
WWI)

KARATE!
CLASSES BEGIN FEB. 11TH

SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS
Self-defense, Self-discipline, Self-confidence

GROUP CLASSES FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT
Taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer,

4th Degree Black Belt and 12X World Karate Champion
Location Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church -

23 Church Street, New Hamburg
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL ONLY $105+HST FOR 9 WEEKS

Uniform extra 
Special ends Feb. 4.  Regular price $125+HST

Call 519-580-1418 or
e-mail becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com

www.schweitzersmartialarts.com

CLASSES

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette is seeking an

COMMUNITY 
NEWS CORRESPONDENT

Please send resume to the attention of
GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM

We are looking to hire a part-time journalist, 
based out of our geographical area of Wilmot / 
Tavistock / Wellesley, to deepen our team and 

report regularly on a variety of local happenings.

HELP WANTED
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EXCAVATING

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

MASSAGE

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
• Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries PLUMBING

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

LEGAL

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

LANDSCAPING

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

STORAGE

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

NEW and RESALE HOMES
CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS

Let’s turn your dream into reality!
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com Brian Wilhelm, Broker

Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

DENTAL

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

HEATING/COOLING
Doug Woelfle

Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service, 

Residential, Commercial

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners 
• Fireplaces

• Gas Piping • Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & 
COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

COMPUTERS

FOCUSFOCUS COMPUTERS COMPUTERS 

73 PEEL ST,
NEW HAMBURG
519-662-6720

NOW SELLING 

AUDIO INTERFACES

AND OTHER MUSICAL

ACCESSORIES!!
VIRUS REMOVAL
ON SITE AND IN-STORE SERVICE
NEW AND USED COMPUTERS

To book this space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

SALES  REPRESENTAT IVE

640 Riverbend Dr. 
Kitchener ON, N2K 3S2

kate@paulandkatekw.com
226-789-3846

KATE GINGERICH

THINKING OF
MAKING A

MOVE?

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 
Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

HEALTH SERVICES

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

CONSTRUCTION

ELECTRICAL

CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

MECHANICAL
M A C K E R
M E C H A N I C A L

BRAD MACDONALD

Installation & Service • Oil Gas Furnaces • Boilers
Water Heaters • Air Handlers • Air Conditioners • Hydronics

P: 519-591-3871    
email: mackermechanical@gmail.com  •  New Hamburg

JOB PROOF
From the desk of:  Tiffany

DOCKET #: 94321

JOB NAME: Macker Mechanical  •  Business Card  •  3.5 x 2  •  Qty 500 cards 

* Pink line represents the finished size and will not print.  For visual reference only.

BRAD MACDONALDBRAD MACDONALD

• Installation & Service 
• Oil Gas Furnaces • Boilers 

• Water Heaters • Air Handlers 
• Air Conditioners • Hydronics

519-591-3871 |  New Hamburg
mackermechanical@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANT

519-577-2237

DAN YANTZI
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT, CMA
Personal and business
accounting and tax services.

djyaccounting@yahoo.com

CHIROPRACTIC
LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

CONTRACTORS

Residential � Commercial
Agricultural � jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

REAL ESTATE
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.

Locally Made, Premium Quality Pet Food
Delivered Fresh & FREE to Your Door!

TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!


