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A RECORD-BREAKING TURTLEFEST

TurtleFest broke records on many fronts this year, including the size of the crowd, which was estimated to be as high as 45,000
to 50,000. The two-day event started on Friday at Annandale House and continued on Saturday in the downtown, and again

at Annandale House.

TurtleFest draws record crowd

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

By all accounts, this year’s TurtleFest was a record breaker.

While official attendance numbers are a few weeks off, TurtleFest
chair Mark Renaud estimated the crowd at 45,000 to 50,000 people.

The official numbers will be based on cell phone ping data from
within a geofence set up by Environics in the downtown BIA area.
The company has similar geofences set up in BIA districts across
the country.

“They don’t know who, but they know the phone was there, and

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

there most of the day,” Renaud explained of the process. It can also
reveal demographics of the attendees.

TurtleFest coordinator Terry Fraser noted that last year the street
crowd thinned by 3:30 or 4 p.m., but this year the street was still
busy at that time.

Committee member Vanessa Fortner, who was on the ground for
the BIA the entire day, agreed.

“The past three years, what we see is it gets busy from noon to
three o’clock, and then slows down,” she said. “This year, all the
way from 11 a.m. to 5:45 when it started raining, it was just a sea
of people.”

CONTINUED TO PAGE 28
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Public input
approved for new
sports fields

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Council gave the go-ahead to town staff to start a public
engagement process on a proposal to relocate the four Annan-
dale ball diamonds to new town land on Mall Road.

The proposal would also include selling the property where
the diamonds are currently located for residential develop-
ment, with more green space than other developments. Pro-
ceeds from the sale would be used to offset the purchase price
of the Mall Road property and diamond development.

The motion passed by council was to proceed with the pub-
lic input process to relocate the diamonds to 67 Mall Road.
This would include consulting with members of all town
committees, user groups, and hosting two public information
sessions. The development is in the consultation phase, and is
not moving ahead yet.

A report from Development Commissioner Cephas Pan-
schow stated that, during the 2022 campaign trail, council
members heard that more green space and recreational ame-
nities were needed in town. When the property on Mall Road,
which is in Norfolk County, became available, it was seen as
an opportunity to expand recreational facilities.

The town purchased the 36-acre property for $6.2 million
in April 2024. A consultant was hired to complete the plans
for what was known as Project Big Swing. The first phase
of the development would have four softball diamonds, with
lights. With more parking than the present facility, Panschow
told council it would open up possibilities for hosting tourna-
ments, which would bring revenue to town.

A second phase could add additional soccer fields to the
development, but is not finalized, as is the case with the third
phase. A walking track would be built around the perimeter
of the property, which is behind the cemetery.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2
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SAVING UP TO $200,000
ON A NEW HOME TODAY
MEANS MORE FAMILIES IN
MORE HOMES TOMORROW

Learn how you can save up to
$200,000 on a new home
ontario.ca/MoreHomesFaster

Ontario @

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Proposal would see ball
diamonds moved

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“We know we can’t add to the Annandale
diamonds right now, and what’s going to
happen if we added a third site is we would
be spreading out staff ,and it wouldn’t be
as efficient in terms of vehicle and people
movement,” Panschow said.

The proposal for Annandale is a mix of
townhomes and four-storey residential build-
ings that will retain as much green space as
possible. It will be developed in partnership
with a private-sector developer in the future
and will be what Panschow called “fairly
priced”.

“In many aspects, the town is at a cross-
roads,” he said. “Important decisions need
to be made about enhancing future services.
We can’t ignore the growth across every
sporting segment in town, so this proposal
is exciting and timely in what we are con-
sidering.”

Deputy Mayor Dave Beres asked if there
are restrictions to keep higher apartment
buildings out of the area.

“I love this, perhaps for the next 10 years
as long as I'm around, that would be beau-
tiful, but I'm looking at the long run and
the growth projections what our population
could be we could require higher-density
level,” he said.

Panschow said the proposal is for a mix-
ture of medium-density residential that is
a mix of townhouses and two four-storey
apartment buildings.

“If we’re looking at skyscrapers in the fu-
ture, that’s not the ideal location,” Beres said.

“Having played ball for 30-some years and
being on the executive, I'm sure people there
will be happy to never see another baseball
in their yard,” said Coun. Kelly Spencer.

She noted the recreation master plan not-
ed the need for more baseball diamonds, but
she asked how replacing four with four is an
increase.

Panschow said the new diamonds will be
more modern and efficient and have lighting.
He added that the soccer fields are conceptu-
al only and could be replaced by more base-
ball diamonds.

“At this point, we’re looking to double ca-
pacity by adding lighting,” he said.

Coun. Chris Rosehart asked why taller
apartment buildings weren’t being con-
sidered, given that there are already taller
buildings in the area.

“I'm trying to understand why this isn’t
more than less,” she said.

Panschow said medium density was set-
tled on after considering the area's infra-
structure.

After reading the motion, Coun. Chris
Parker called this an exciting project.

“It’s great we are going out to get this type
of public engagement,” he said

Mayor Deb Gilvesy agreed, adding, “No
decisions have been made, and that’s why we
are going out to the public to get feedback.”
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A conceptual drawing of the residential development that could be built on the ball diamond
property if the diamonds move to the town’s property on Mall Road.
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A drawing of the Big Swing property on Mall Road, showing the four ball diamonds to be
built in the first phase if the development proceeds.



Tillsonburg Post

June 25, 2026

EDITORIAL

Kudos to TurtleFest
organizers

Not that many years ago, being sur-
rounded by towns with community festi-
vals, Tillsonburg stood out as being what
could be termed a “festival-less town”.
TurtleFest changed that 13 years ago, and
in a big way.

This weekend’s festivities were re-
cord-breaking in several ways: the num-
ber of attendees, the number of booths,
and sales figures for many downtown re-
tailers.

Organizers estimate crowd attendance
at 45,000 to 50,000 people based on past
attendance and the volume of people
in the street. If that number is correct, a
quick Internet search puts it on par with
the Boots and Hearts Music Festival and
in third place for top attendance at a small-
town festival. For those who aren’t coun-
try music fans, this multiple-day festival
in Orillia draws the top names in country
music internationally. The only ones with
greater attendance are Elmira’s Maple
Syrup Festival and Midland’s Butter Tart
Festival, both of which top 60,000 people.

Going from not having a festival to the

top five small-town festivals in the prov-
ince in 13 years is no small accomplish-
ment. It’s something festival originators
and current organizers should be proud of.

Having such a successful event is a true
community partnership. Sponsors play a
vital role in making TurtleFest a no-cost
event. The more than 100 volunteers are
crucial in ensuring things run smoothly
on the day of the event. The committee,
which is small but mighty, is at the crux
of the success.

When tens of thousands of people come
to town, it is definitely an economic boost
to businesses and restaurants, one that
may be crucial for some that experience
summer slowdowns.

As organizers start planning for next
year, which will likely continue the up-
ward trend in attendance and number of
booths, they may have their sights set on
becoming the number one small-town fes-
tival in the province. Viewing the festivals
that are the competition, a few booths sell-
ing maple butter tarts may just make that
goal come quicker.

Have something to say?
Submit your Letter to the Editor here:
info@tillsonburgpost.com

«| WRITER'S
| CORNER

NORMA COLLIS
Tillsonburg Post Columnist

Over the years, I have supported my
husband’s love of fishing, by gifting
him with various rods and reels and an
endless supply of fishing lures. I know
nothing about the vagaries of fishing
lures and these items are always chosen
because they “look pretty”. Sometimes I
even remark on what a lovely pair of ear-
rings a particular set of lures might make.

This kind of remark always elicited a
“side eye” look accompanied by a huge
sigh.

David had accumulated an extensive
collection of hooks and lures when we
were first invited to join friends at their
cabin on a small lake in the Haliburton
Highlands region.

The land sloped down from their cot-

tage to the lake at a very steep angle. On
the shoreline and overhanging the lake,
were beautiful, wide branching trees.
The fish loved to hang out in the shade
of these trees, and I loved to read while
sitting under those trees. David, on the
other hand, loved to stand beneath those
trees and then cast his fishing line out
into the waters of the lake.

He is a left-handed caster, and his casts
were often somewhat wild and erratic.
No matter where I sat, I had to be ready
to hear my fisherman yell “Fore” which
in fisherman talk means “Duck!”

“The wind caught it....sorry,” David
would say.

It was not long before many of those
beautiful, overhanging trees, were fes-
tooned with an enviable selection of fish-
ing accessories.

As yet another rather expensive lure
became entangled in the low hanging
branches, David would exclaim, “I meant
to do that you know.”

This was followed by a chorus of “Sure,
Daves” from our cottage owner friends,
plus their nearest neighbours who were
often sitting out on their dock nearby:.

It was “mission impossible” to retrieve
any of those lures. The now decorated
branches hung out too far over the water
so using ladders, or attempting rescues

(ANDREW STANCEK PHOTO)

from a boat were both impossible.

Summer after summer, we were invit-
ed back to that cottage. Summer after
summer, my ever-hopeful spouse added
to the growing collection of “branch fes-
tooned” lures.

It became a running joke, and was of-
ten the dinner topic of many a cottage
barbecue.

From time to time, David and our host
would try their luck by leaving shore and
fishing from the cottage canoe. It was
not uncommon to see our two fishermen,
paddling madly for the safety of land, fol-
lowed by a black swarm of mosquitoes.

One summer’s morning, the men re-
turned empty handed from their ear-
ly-dawn fishing expedition. They were
commiserating over coffee about their
continued streak of bad luck regarding
their attempts to “bring home the bacon”
in the form of a large and tasty fish.

They had left their fishing gear down
on the dock. I strolled down the hill to
that area and picked up David’s rod and
reel. I idly cast the line out into the wa-
ter where the lure bounced off the trunk
of a dead-fall tree half-immersed in the
murky waters of the lake.

I immediately felt the pull of a fish on
the end of the line. The two fishermen
heard my calls for help and arrived just in

time to see me reel in a largemouth bass.
David often teased me about the fact that
I referred to the fish as a “Big Mouth
Bass.” He firmly informed me that only
a “big mouth” will brag about catching a
largemouth fish.

One summer, David and I traveled to
Britain, and our travels took us to Port-
meirion in Wales. I was fascinated by
the extensive gardens that the rather ec-
centric original owner of the estate had
created. Scattered throughout the vast
gardens, were various pieces of statuary.
Each one of these pieces bore a verse
celebrating and paying homage to a par-
ticular summer. The inscription would
include the year, and this would be ac-
companied by a beautifully crafted piece
of poetry about the attributes of the sum-
mer in question.

David, I exclaimed “I have the perfect
hostess gift to take to our friends’ cottage
next time you go fishing there.”

We’re going to find a concrete loon or a
huge casting of a mosquito. It can go un-
derneath the offending fishing lure trees.
It will have a verse attached to it. It can
read “Here’s to the summer of ’93, A very
good summer, Except for those trees!!”

Norma Collis is a Tillsonburg author
of several books, including “Tales from
Holly Cottage”.
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Pedalmg the Tillsonburg News in the 1970s

PAST
IMPERFECT

'WAYNE HUTCHISON

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

Every week 1 read parts of several newspapers — the
Globe and Mail, the Wall Street Journal, USA Today,
the Tillsonburg Post, and even my local paper. And all
of them get delivered electronically with just a click of
a mouse. But that’s not how we received our newspapers
back in the 1970s.

As was common for kids back then, I delivered the Lon-
don Free Press. It was published six days a week, Monday
to Saturday. Saturday was the thickest and heaviest, fol-
lowed by Wednesday. Tuesday was always the “light” day.
I had around 35 customers on North Street East, Falcon
Road, and Tanager Drive.
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As we lived in the middle of the neighborhood, the pa-
pers would be dropped off at the end of our driveway in
the middle of the night. I'd get up early before school to
deliver, usually starting at about 6:30 a.m. From our drive-
way, I'd take roughly one-third of the papers in my canvas
bag, and head off to the west, either on foot or bicycle.
I’d go from house to house, working my way to Northern
Lane, then cross the road and catch the vet clinic on the
way back home. Then I’d put some more papers in my bag
,and head up Falcon and Tanager, before turning around
and repeating the process one last time heading down
North Street to the east. I only very rarely had customers
on the east side of the train tracks, so usually didn’t have
to go down the hill.

On a good weather day, riding my bike, I could deliver
the papers in about 45 minutes. On a cold, wintery day,
slogging through snow drifts on foot, I might be out there
twice as long. And this was before North Street had side-
walks and streetlights — just narrow gravel shoulders and
deep ditches. In the winter, everything was done in the
dark — delivering papers and collecting payments. And I
did it on my own — no parents or siblings helping out. It
was my job, and I had to do it myself.

Every customer wanted their paper delivered a certain
way too. Some wanted the paper put in their mailbox, some
in the rungs under the mailbox, some between the screen
door and main door, one even through the mail slot in the
door (that was difficult when the paper was too thick — I'd
have to slide it through in two or three sections). There
was none of this riding by and throwing the paper onto the
front yard. And no plastic bags either — it was up to me to
keep the papers as dry as possible.

When I started delivering the London Free Press, the
price was 80 cents per week, but it gradually increased

to 90 cents and then #1. I really didn’t like the $1-price as
that tended to reduce the amount of the “tips” I'd receive
each week. Speaking of tips, collecting just before Christ-
mas was always the best. Many customers would give me
a tip of $5, sometimes more. December was always the
best month for income! Normal income was about $1 per
month per customer — about $35 per month, or about $200
in today’s dollars — not bad for a 10-year-old kid.

I usually went collecting after dinner during the week
when customers were most likely to be home. On a good
weeknight I’d find 90 per cent of them home ,and only
have to circle back to the three or four I missed later in
the week.

How did I keep track of who had paid and who hadn’t?
I had a little two-ring binder with thick pressboard covers
that held perforated sheets of ticket “stubs”. When collect-
ing, the customer would pay me for the papers, and [ would
tear off and give them the “stubs” for the paid weeks. This
was a simple way for carriers to know who had paid, who
hadn’t, and for customers to get a receipt when they paid. I
even had one customer on Tanager Drive who would leave
the payment in a glass jar between the screen and door of
the man-door entering her garage. I'd take the money and
leave the ticket stubs in the jar.

How did I deliver my papers when on vacation? We
didn’t go on too many vacations back then, but when we
did, I would ask our local Tillsonburg News carrier who
lived just down the street — current Post editor Jeff Hels-
don — to take my route for me. We’d do the route once
together and he’d have it from there. And when he went on
vacation, I’d take his News route for him.

Delivering newspapers was a great learning experience,
and a great source of income. It’s too bad that it’s not a job
for kids anymore.

Norfolk OPP investigating serious
rollover collision on Bell Mill

Police are investigating the circumstances surrounding
a serious collision that occurred near Courtland.

On Friday, June 12, at approximately 7:19 p.m., mem-
bers of the Norfolk County Detachment of the Ontario
Provincial Police (OPP), Norfolk County Paramedic Ser-
vices, and the Norfolk County Fire Department respond-
ed to a rollover involving a sedan on Bill Mill Side Road.

The investigation determined that the vehicle was
travelling on Bell Mill Side Road when it left the road-
way and entered a field. The driver, a 48-year-old resi-
dent of Oxford County, was transported to hospital with

life-threatening injuries. A passenger in the vehicle sus-
tained minor injuries.

Bell Mill Side Road was closed between 3rd Conces-
sion Road and Goshen Road for several hours to allow
for the investigation.

The West Region OPP Traffic Incident Management
Enforcement (TIME) Team is assisting with the inves-
tigation. Investigators are asking anyone who may have
witnessed the collision, or who may have dash cam foot-
age or information that could assist, to contact the Nor-
folk County OPP at 1-888-310-1122.
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1. Everyone has a story
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2. The news should be free for all to enjoy
3. Good news beats bad news

5. Newspapers document history
6. Newspapers strengthen communities

Guiding Principles

4. A Newspaper should be a community effort (contribute to your local paper!)

7. Advertisers, big or small, should profit from their ads (meaning sensible ad rates)
8. Newspapers should be locally-owned and operated
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Stop means stop:
OPP concludes road safety

campaign

As the "Stop. Look. Live." campaign
concludes, the Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP) is reminding drivers that the im-
portance of safe driving extends far be-
yond the campaign period.

Throughout the week, officers worked
to raise awareness and address be-
haviours that contribute to preventable
collisions. However, the risks at intersec-
tions remain present every day.

"Every life lost on our roads is one too
many. These tragedies are preventable,
and every driver has a role to play in
keeping our roads safe,” said Staff Ser-
geant Julie McLeod, West Region OPP
Traffic and Marine.

Drivers are urged to carry these safety
practices forward:
» Come to a complete stop at every stop
sign
* Look carefully and more than once
before proceeding
* Ensure the roadway is clear and safe
« Stay focused and avoid all distractions
Taking a few extra seconds at an inter-
section may not seem significant, but it
can make the difference between life and
loss and hose few seconds could mean
someone returns home safely to their
loved ones.
Stop. Look. Live. - Because every life
matters, and every decision counts.

Town applies to
development charges
reduction program

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Tillsonburg council directed staff
to apply to a provincial program that
would allow development charges to be
cut in half for the next three years.

Development charges are fees paid to
a municipality by a developer to cov-
er infrastructure costs associated with
population growth. There are strict cri-
teria for what the money can be used for.
In Tillsonburg’s case, one recent exam-
ple is the development charges paid for
the new pickleball courts, meaning they
didn’t have to come from the tax levy.

Ryan Wood, the town’s recently hired
Budgeting and Financial Planning Co-
ordinator, said a 50 per cent reduction
in development charges would result
in $3.4 million in lost development
charges over the three years of the pro-
gram. He said program approval is not
guaranteed.

Coun. Chris Parker asked what the
benefit is to the council of applying to
the program, keeping in mind that the
province could force a reduction in the
fees at any time.

“I believe the benefit and intention
of the program is to increase develop-
ment in the community as well as grow
potential tax base for the community,”
Wood said.

Deputy Mayor Dave Beres asked if
the lost development charges would be
made up for by more homes being built.
He also asked what the criteria are for
mandatory charges, noting that the town
has no industrial development charges,

whereas Oxford County does.

Manager of Finance/Treasurer Renato
Pullia explained that both the provincial
and federal governments are looking to
stimulate housing and are looking for
municipalities to partner with. He said
the speed with which the program came
up — the deadline to apply was June 19 —
may be due to the HST rebate on homes
only being in place for one year.

Coun. Pete Luciani said he under-
stands the need to build more housing,
but added, “With the position we’re in
now, I’'m not sure how much this is go-
ing to help us.

Parker agreed but said the town
doesn’t have much control over growth.

“My fear is we don’t support it, and
we don’t participate in this program;
we’re going to be caught in a position
where we don’t get any funding. I have
a feeling it’s going to get mandated,” he
said.

Mayor Deb Gilvesy said at the coun-
ty level, when it was discussed, it was
revealed Oxford would be competing
against larger centres such as Toronto,
Mississauga and London.

“The sentiment is it’s going to be
difficult for smaller municipalities to
participate in this program,” she said.
“That was the sentiment at the county
table, it’s a long shot.”

Luciani, who read in the original mo-
tion to accept the report as information,
didn’t accept a friendly amendment
from Parker to apply for the program.
After Luciani’s motion was turned
down, a motion was passed to apply for
the program.

tillsonburgpost.com
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Tillsonburg Travel celebrating its 65th anniversary

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Just about everything in the travel in-
dustry has changed from the days when
Tillsonburg Travel opened its doors in
Market Square 65 years ago, except for the
need for top-notch customer service.

In the 1960s, travel agents manually
wrote out airline tickets after inserting a
ticket blank into a credit card imprinter.
A travel agent received different inserts
for the machines from each airline. Till-
sonburg Travel founder Luc Van Maele
recalled those days, along with Lisa Hirt
and Mary Beth McElhone, who worked
for him and bought the company after he
retired.

The company started through a series
of circumstances that came together for
founder Luc Van Maele. When the Van
Maele family came to Canada from Bel-
gium in 1955, Van Maele was trained as
a chef. After a year working on a tobacco
farm, he was employed at the Tillsonburg
Golf and Country Club as a cook in the
summer and by Canadian Leaf Tobac-
co Company in the winter. He started a

weekly radio program on CKOT in 1957
for the Belgium community in the area.

“I was approached by a travel agent, not
from Tillsonburg, and he said you should
do a group trip to Belgium,” Van Maele
recounted.

After a successful trip in 1960, the agent
suggested partnering on a travel office in
Tillsonburg. Although his partner bailed
at the last minute, Luc and his wife Nicole
went ahead with the venture, opening a
small office near the former town hall.

In 1962, Tillsonburg Travel was the first
Canadian travel agency to operate a non-
stop charter flight from Toronto to Brus-
sels on the Belgium airline Sabena. Many
more flights followed, including the first
international flight from London, ON,
which also went to Belgium. Van Maele
recalled in the early days the Malton Air-
port, now Pearson International, was just
a single hangar.

A travel agency had to be approved by
each airline it wanted to sell tickets for
at the time Van Maele built the company.
Tillsonburg Travel gradually built its rep-
ertoire of companies it worked with.

Talking about how the company started,

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
As Tillsonburg Travel celebrated 65 years this month, the company's owners gathered to
reflect on its ups and downs over its history. Left to right are: Lisa Hirt, Luc Van Maele, and
Mary Beth McElhone.

YOU BATTER BELIEVE
THERE WILL BE A LOT OF
PANCAKES FLIPPED AT
TILLSONBURG'S CANADA
DAY BREAKFAST

Ooverheard|atithe ,Coffee;Shon)

Tillsonburg locations: 401 Simcoe St., 73 Oxford St., 200 Broadway St.

Have you heard something humourous around town that you think might be
of interest to others? Either email them to us at info@tillsonburgpost.com
with the title “Overheard at the Coffee Shop” or call 519.655.2341.

I'M NOT SORRY
FOR BEING
CANADIAN, EH.

Van Maele remarked, “In my case, it was
a lot of coincidences, it wasn’t planned.”

He took some travel courses after he
started, but wasn’t formally trained in
travel.

As Tillsonburg’s industrial base grew,
Tillsonburg Travel booked flights for
many of the companies, including the to-
bacco board, TDS, Hoover and DDM. The
company moved on to Broadway in 1971
and to its present location in 1980.

Through the years, Van Maele contin-
ued to book the flights to Belgium. He was
knighted by the Consul General of Bel-
gium for promotion of tourism between
Belgium and Canada and for his 46 years
of involvement on the Belgium Program
on CKOT.

In 2005, when Van Maele retired, Hirt
and McElhone purchased the business.
McElhone had been working at Tillson-
burg Travel since 1985, after graduating
from the travel and tourism program at St.
Clair College and gaining industry expe-
rience at two other employers. Hirt started
in 1996 after completing travel and tour-
ism at Fanshawe College, and working in
Norwich for five years.

McElhone stayed in Tillsonburg after
starting there, liking to work with famil-
iar faces.

“There’s something that makes you
feel good about working with people you
know,” she said.

Hirt also liked working in her home-
town.

McElhone commented on the technol-
ogy over the years as the largest change,
saying they used to have to call every tour
company to get a price and make a reser-
vation.

“You had a phone stuck on your ear all
day,” she said.

Technology and online booking also
made an impact on the travel business, but
in a serendipitous way.

“We thought when 9-1-1 occurred, and
it shut down the world for two days, it was
the worst thing in travel,” McElhone said.
“Little did we know with Covid it would
be shut down for two years.”

During the Covid years, both McElhone
and Hirt worked from home. There was
barely enough business to keep the two
of them going. Then, when travelers were
frustrated trying to navigate the refund
process during Covid, many came back to
booking through an agent.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
This photo from 1971 shows Luc and Nicole
Van Maele ready to board a Pan Am flight in
New York City as part of a Round the World
trip in 1971.

McElhone retired in 2024, wanting to
travel herself and visit her children in
Australia and Alberta more, and Hirt pur-
chased the business.

Today, Hirt says the company offers per-
sonal and professional service customers
can’t find through online agencies or by
booking themselves. She and the other
three agents are well-traveled and can of-
fer insight into a destination. Tillsonburg
Travel belongs to Travelsavers consortium
and is one of its top 30 agencies in Canada.
Pricing can match what is offered online,
and in some cases, there are special offers
not available through web purchasing.

Hirt is seeing a trend towards more ad-
venturous traveling in the last few years.

“People want more off the beaten track,
an independent tour,” she said.

There are still challenges, such as world
issues, with the “media blows every-
thing up” making it worse. The present
fuel prices aren’t helping; the weather is
more extreme, and Cuba, one of the pop-
ular winter destinations, is currently shut
down.

“But I love it,” Hirt said, adding there
are still many options to travel, including
cruises on sailboats, and on smaller boats.

“There’s something for everyone,” she
said.

tillsonburgpost.com

Avondale

United Church
60 Harvey St.
(519) 842-5532

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

All are Welcome

“Inspiring people
to know Christ”
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Katherine Englander running for councillor position

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

A local business professional has
thrown her name into the race for Tillson-
burg council.

Katherine Englander filed her papers on
June 12. Most recently, she founded and
operated Katherine Englander HR Ser-
vices in Tillsonburg and later established
HRP4B. This company became the HR
Business Group after its sale.

Englander moved to Tillsonburg in
1985. She lived in town until 2014, moved
to Port Stanley, and then back to Tillson-
burg in September 2025. During her time
in town, she raised her family in town
and served as a volunteer coach. Her son,
Andrew, owns Attain Health. She brings
a background in business leadership, hu-
man resources, governance, and commu-
nity development.

“Throughout my career, I have worked
with organizations of all sizes, helping
them navigate growth, change, and stra-
tegic planning,” she said.

Community service has always been
important to Englander. She is currently
on the Tillsonburg BIA board of directors,
and has been a volunteer with the Heart
and Stroke Foundation, and was a mem-
ber of the Culture Committee and chair of
the Canada Day Committee in 2000. She
has also served on several boards in the
St. Thomas area, including the Chamber
of Commerce and Workforce Planning

Katherine Englander.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Board. Englander was also the chair of
the Better Business Bureau of Southwest-
ern Ontario.

"Tillsonburg is a community with tre-
mendous strengths and exciting oppor-
tunities ahead," said Englander. "I am
running because I believe residents de-
serve practical leadership, responsible de-

cision-making, and a council that listens
carefully to the people it serves."

She sees the biggest challenges will be
managing growth while maintaining af-
fordability, the town’s character and pro-
tecting the services residents expect. She
believes council will need to address in-
frastructure demands, housing availabil-
ity, economic development, healthcare
recruitment, and long-term financial sus-
tainability. Her campaign will also focus
on transparency, accountability, and com-
munity engagement.

Englander believes her experience in

governance, leadership, and business will
be a valuable addition to council. She has
talked to existing council members and
has been following what’s been happen-
ing.

“Building, operating, and successfully
selling my own company required many
of the same skills needed on council: stra-
tegic planning, financial oversight, prob-
lem-solving, collaboration, and account-
ability. I believe this experience would
allow me to make informed decisions and
contribute effectively on behalf of Till-
sonburg residents,” she said.
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TIRECRAFT

Helping Canadians Get Ahead

PROTECT YOUR
VEHICLE FROM
ITS WORST
ENEMY, RUST.
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The ultimate vehicle rust
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M&dJ Tirecraft
327 Simcoe Street, Tillsonburg, ON
519-842-3321 | tirecraft.com

protection since 1986.
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The Marco $1599

100% Genuine Top Grain Leather In-stock &
available in Black or Cream

Special
Purchase

THE GREAT
LEATHER

EVENT ON NOW

Savings throughout the store including the
best prices on Stressless® chairs

The Brigitte $1999

100% Genuine Top Grain Leather In-stock &
available in Grey

The Easy $1499
100% Genuine Leather
Chair & Ottoman
Special Purchase
Available in four colours
In-stock & available for
immediate delivery

Special
Purchase

FREE
Delivery to
Tillsonburg
Weekly

Monday-Friday: 10:00am-6:00pm
Saturday: 9:30am-5:30pm
Sunday: Closed

1350 Fanshawe Park Rd W
London, Ontario

(519) 473-5400
www.austinandtaylor.com
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TILLSONBURG COUNCIL BRIEFS

Internship program

Town council approved an internship program, in prin-
ciple, that would be a joint venture between the town
and the Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks and
Treasurers of Ontario (AMCTO).

Peter Raji, Manager of Innovation and Strategic Ser-
vices, explained to council members at the June 15 meet-
ing that the funding for the eight-month part-time posi-
tion would be split between AMCTO and the town. He
suggested having the person, if the program is approved
by AMCTO, review the town processes for interaction
between departments. If there is time, he said the per-
son could also develop standard operating procedures so
there are records of what an employee does on a daily
basis if someone left for any reason.

The town’s cost would be $15,000 plus $650 for soft-
ware and hardware costs, and would be funded from the
employment reserve.

Flag policy updated

Tillsonburg has a new policy for when its flags will be
flown at half-mast and for lighting the clock tower.

“The current policy doesn’t provide formal direction
on clock tower lighting and offers limited guidance on
discretionary half-masting, resulting in an inconsistent
ad-hoc approach,” said Laura Pickersgill, deputy clerk.

For instance, the existing policy allowed flags to be
flown at half-mast to recognize the death of senior offi-
cials and line-of-duty deaths. The new policy will also
allow these, plus the flag to be flown at half-mast for the
death of current and former town employees and others
at the discretion of the CAO.

Tillsonburg adopts Al policy

Town staff and council now have a policy to guide their
interactions with artificial intelligence.

“As we all know, just about everything we do in to-
day’s world revolves around Al said Peter Raji, Manag-
er of Innovation and Strategic Initiatives. “We want our
staff to know the right way to interact with this software,

when it’s okay to use these tools, and the best ways to
use these tools because with anything technology-wise
there are inherent risks, so we want our employees to be
aware how to interact and get the best value from this
technology.”

The adopted policy provides guidelines of what is al-
lowed but also has flexibility to allow for adjustments to
technology changes.

Two CIP applications approved

The difference between the funding level for two dif-
ferent applications under the town’s Community Im-
provement Program drew questions from council.

The first application, from local software developer
OPID Technologies, was to renovate the building at 92
Broadway to allow the company to expand from its pres-
ent space on Harvey Street. The Broadway building for-
merly housed a pawn shop.

Development Commissioner Cephas Panschow recom-
mended funding of $13,000 for OPID - $10,000 of match-
ing funding under the Commercial Building Interior
Renovation Program and $3,000 under the Accessibility
Renovation Grant. The application by Kermar Properties
Inc. for the former PeaveyMart building on Concession
Street was at a higher level. Panschow suggested funding
$9,000 under the Contaminated Property Incentive Pro-
gram and a multi-year tax increment grant back program
with a value of $164,780.

Asking about the difference in funding levels with the
grant back program, Coun. Kelly Spencer questioned
why there was such a huge difference between the possi-
ble levels that ranged from $57,000 to $160,000.

Panschow explained the Kermar project is the type of
initiative the previously-approved CIP was designed for,
taking old buildings and revitalizing them. He said coun-
cil has approved the program for newer buildings, but at
a lower rate.

Mayor Deb Gilvesy asked for a clarification on the
program, affirming she was correct in understanding,
“We’re not giving up tax revenue, we’re potentially slow-
ing up when we receive the gain revenue.”

Panschow affirmed she was correct. In other words, the

program provides companies a break on the increase in
taxes that would have been paid for improvements made
at the level assigned, but still requires paying taxes at the
previous rate. The program provides incentives for up to
10 years.

Rokeby Road reconstruction approved

Reconstruction of Rokeby Road was approved by
council at a cost of just over $1 million.

The lowest bid in the tender for the project, which was
previously approved as part of the capital budget, was
approved for $1,044,116 from Euro-Ex Construction of
Woodstock. Reconstruction of the road will improve
drainage in the area, and assist businesses in the area.

Coun. Chris Rosehart asked if this was a road shared
with Norfolk, and was told it was and Norfolk was con-
tributing $250,000 to the project.

Coun. Chris Parker asked why Norfolk was only cover
about one-quarter of the cost.

Logan Vandevyvere, Acting Manager of Engineering,
said Norfolk was only going to provide $218,000, and
then it increased to $250,000.

“I am surprised they contributed any because when
we first talked about this project there was a feeling they
wouldn’t contribute any,” Parker said.

Deputy Mayor Dave Beres asked if there was any more
potential industrial use on the road in the stretch that was
being repaved. Development Commissioner Cephas Pan-
schow said there is only room to expand on the existing
properties.

ROMA tour

Deputy Mayor Dave Beres reported good things came
out of a visit to town by officials from the Rural Ontario
Municipal Association (ROMA). Beres, who is a ROMA
director, said the tour in Norfolk and Oxford Counties
included a tour of downtown Tillsonburg. Officials from
other communities were impressed with the cleanliness
of the downtown, and two have asked Downtown Till-
sonburg BIA Executive Director Mark Renaud for more
information.
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heating & cooling

Established 1961 - Locally Owned

Your local, full-service
heating, ventilation, and
air conditioning technicians

Servicing residential communities and
industrial businesses in the Tillsonburg,
Delhi, Aylmer, Ingersoll, and
surrounding areas.

“We give you comfort”

oldridge@execulink.com
www.oldridgeheatingcooling.ca
519-688-2947

Enjoy life
uninterrupted.

Even in the
dead of winter.

Wintertime is no time to get left in the dark. Count on a
Generac home standby generator to deliver the power
you need, when you need it most.

Request a free quote today.
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BRODY'S MECHANICAL SERVICES
(519) 428-4102
www.brodysmechanical.com
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Dee Tosto vying for seat on town council

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

A Tillsonburg businesswoman is the latest to file her papers
to run for council.

Dee Tosto, who moved to Tillsonburg three years ago, found
Tillsonburg quickly felt like home and became involved in
the community. She runs deeify.ca, a graphics and corporate
events company.

She is involved with Community Living Tillsonburg, the
Station Arts Centre, the Downtown Tillsonburg BIA, the Till-
sonburg District Chamber of Commerce, and the Tillsonburg
Horticultural Society.

Tosto has more than 35 years of experience in communica-
tions, project leadership, and collaboration across the public,

o Commercial e Residential
e Free Estimates

private, and not-for-profit sectors. A graphic designer and proj-
ect manager by profession, she has spent her career bringing
people together, both by working independently and as part of
a team. She is also a member of the Association of Registered
Graphic Designers.

Asked why she decided to run for council, Tosto answered
because she cares about the community and wants to contrib-
ute.

“I have always believed in being involved, whether through
volunteering, serving on boards, or supporting local initiatives.
Running for council feels like a natural next step,” she said.
“Now is the right time because I have built strong connections
through community involvement and developed a deeper un-
derstanding of the opportunities and challenges facing Tillson-
burg. I believe my experience in collaboration, communication,
and project leadership can help move important initiatives for-
ward. My campaign is built around a simple belief: collabora-
tion builds community.”

Tosto sees the big issues over the next four years as managing
growth while preserving the qualities of Tillsonburg, access to
health care and enhancing regional transportation options.

“Supporting our regional hospital is important to ensure res-
idents have access to timely, high-quality care close to home,
and to strengthen the overall health system that our community
depends on,” she said.

Tosto suggested building stronger partnership with neigh-
bouring communities to help better connect the communities.

“Underlying these challenges is the need for strong com-
munication and public engagement so residents are informed,
heard, and involved in decisions affecting their community,”

Dee Tosto. (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

she said.

Tosto watches the replay of council meetings, reviews the
agendas and listens to the weekly meeting updates from Coun.
Kelly Spencer. She also garners feedback from being involved
in the community and attending events.
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fueling Ontario
farms for over
60 years

Diesel. Propane. Delivered.

MCCAULEY

BOUCHER & | DAVIS &
JONES
petro-caNaDA | FUELS FUELS !.d

Shop with us for all your grocery essentials
* Grocery * Hot Deli
* Bakery * Mealtime and
o . . R R Al WO S e Floral Sandwich Program

WATER FUN IN THE SUN (JEFTHELSDON PHOTOS * Fresh Seafood * PC Express
Students at Monsignor O’Neil enjoyed a variety of activities on a Play Day that included
many outdoor events with and without water. (Top photo) A fun twist on the tug of war Counter ° Pharmacy
was to put a small pool and springer in the middle. (Bottom photo) The overhead water
bucket dump was a relay that emphasized team work, and could involve a soaking if the ¢ Meat Department ° Garden Centre
aim was off. Other events included a water sponge race, potato sack race and obstacle
course. e Salad Bar (seasonal)

SERVING TILLSONBURG FOR OVER 50 YEARS

TIME FOR MAINTENANCE OR NEW TIRES?
COME CHECK OUT OUR NEWLY RENOVATED BUILDING!

Why Choose Tillsonburg Tire?

*We use the latest equipment for repairs and
maintenance.

1 »We are a Signature Tire dealer - Offering great value

« onnew tires and wheels.

* Our team of experienced staff and technicians are
up to date and ready to serve your needs.

» We offer hometown service in a convenient location
near the downtown core.

* Convenience. Wait in our comfortable waiting room,
or use our complimentary drop off and delivery
service.

54 ‘T illsonburg 55 BROADWAY,

400 Simcoe St, Tillsonburg
- 519-842-9031
Tire aservice tillsonburg-tire.ca | 519-842-5943 Open Daily: 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

TILLSONBURG, ON
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COWARD
PHARMACY

BPharmaChoice

Part of Tillsonburg’s
Independent Spirit Since 1874

Find our weekly flyer at
cowardpharmacy.ca

519-842-4081
165 Broadway, Tillsonburg

STORE HOURS:
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 9PM
SATURDAY 9AM TO 5:30PM
SUNDAY 12PM TO 4PM

wiltshire

——REALTY INC. BROKERAGE ——

We Are Helping Your Friends & Family
519-544-HOME
67B Tillson Ave., Tillsonburg
www.wiltshirerealty.ca

Bryan Wiltshire**
519-318-0736

Cam Hughes*
519-852-5431

* Sales Rep.

Brianne Guralski*
519-983-7885

Aman Wiltshire*
519-777-8801

%
Craig Todt*
519-550-5212

** Broker of Record

Melissa McDonald*
519-688-6916

Tillsonburg FC U9 boys pick up title, bouquet of fun

in Welland

JEFF TRIBE

Post Correspondent

The Tillsonburg FC U9 boys soccer team
picked up a bouquet of fun along with a
U9B Bridge Tier championship at the one-
day Welland Wizards Rose Festival tour-
nament Saturday, June 13 in Niagara.

Tillsonburg competed in a six-team, two-
pool division also featuring the Port Col-
borne Storm, Fort Erie Sting, Grimsby
Red, Welland Wizards Black and London
Alliance Mustangs.

Tillsonburg opened pool play with a com-
paratively-comfortable 4-0 win over Port
Colborne.

“We played our game,” said head coach
Taras Bondarchuk. “Pass and score, with
good passion.”

In order, Francesco Macri, Sawyer Van
Ittersum, Nathan Sulkowski and Stan
Bondarchuk found the back of the net for
the winners, with goaltender Tyler Wood
keeping a clean sheet.

“We played pretty good,” said coach
Bondarchuk.

FC’s second pool game was against Fort
Erie, unfolding as a physical contest be-
tween two determined teams.

“It was a battle,” said Bondarchuk. “To be
honest, it was harder than the final game.”

Van Ittersum scored the game’s lone goal
in the first half, with Tillsonburg’s defence
and Wood equal to the task of locking up a
one-nil victory through the second.

“We played confident and kept our posi-
tion,” said Bondarchuk.

The 2-0 record placed Tillsonburg atop the
B Pool standings, qualifying the team for
the Bridge Tier Ranking A Final against
Grimsby, which won its Pool A round rob-
in against London and the host Wizards.

It was a contest between teams adopting
a similar style said Bondarchuk, Grimsby
proving a highly-skilled side which liked
to move the ball.

“We played the same tactics.”

Van Ittersum scored the first half’s lone
goal, FC taking a 1-0 lead into the break as
a result. Grimsby opened the second half
with a strong push Bondarchuk credited.

“But our goalie saved a lot. He saved a lot
of shots.”

Tillsonburg’s opponents finally broke
through with around five minutes remain-
ing in regulation, forcing FC to reset and
refocus.
“We didn’t give up and pushed hard,” said
Bondarchuk.

Van Ittersum scored what would stand
as the game winner in the contest’s latter
stages, his second marker standing up as
the winner.

Eight players represented Tillsonburg FC
at the event, part of a broader U9 group
also including Beckett Leistra, Raymond
Adeniyi, Hudson Kenline, Jasper Janzen,
Bennett Heath, Xavier Magno, and Grant
Maltby. Collectively, they play on two
five-versus-five entries in the Elgin Mid-
dlesex District Soccer League’s (EMDSL)
U9 Division.

The teams play ‘festivals’, friendlies in-
volving several teams in which official

WELLAND WIZARDS

RGSE FESTIVAL
& TOURNAMENT

CHAMPIONS =

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

The Tillsonburg FC U9 boys soccer team captured the U9B Bridge Tier championship at the
Welland Wizards Rose Festival tournament Saturday, June 13 in Niagara. Team members
included, in the front row, Patrick Wood; (second row, left to right) Carraig Moraes, Sawyer
Van Ittersum and Stan Bondarchuk; third row, left to right, Francesco Macri, Nathan Sulkow-

ski,
Bondarchuk.

scores are not kept, although coaches and
players do have an idea of how they’re do-
ing.

Bondarchuk is a former professional
soccer player and coach originally from
Ukraine. His focus is on moving the ball,
passing and developing soccer ‘chemistry.’

“They’re doing well, really well,” he con-

Luke Van Den Brink and Tobias Van Ittersum; and in the back row, head coach Taras

cluded, a statement applying to the over-
all group’s development, along with the
performance at Welland. In speaking with
other coaches at that event, Bondarchuk
discovered some had not heard of Tillson-
burg.

“A small city, but we showed where we
are,” he concluded.

Red Sox back in winner’s column, defeat Dover 8-3

GRAHAM NICKERSON

Post Contributor

The Tillsonburg Red Sox snapped their
three game slide Friday night at home when
they took down Port Dover 8-3.

The win was a total team effort with con-
tributions from up and down the line up
while Tillsonburg pitching silenced the oth-
erwise mighty Clipper bats.

Making his fourth start of the season,
Paxton Bale toed the slab for three innings

of six-hit, three-run ball, though only one
run was earned. The youngster made quick
work in the first, sitting Dover down in or-
der but ran into traffic in the second when
the defence behind him combined for four
errors that brought in two runs.

A key second out was made when
left-fielder Kent Collings threw out Cory
Barnard at third with the runner trying for
an extra base. Barnard flashed his spikes,
sliding in, and cut third baseman Rob Ver-
hoeve badly in the leg. Verhoeve stayed in

the game for one more inning before being
lifted for Bubba DeClark who made his re-
turn to the Red Sox after a hiatus dating
back to the middle of last season.

The Sox got the scoring started in the first
after Jordan Vitias reached on a fielder’s
choice, swiped second, and was knocked in
on a Fish Verschueren single to right.

In the top of the third, the Clippers took
the lead after Gavin Barnard led off the in-
ning with a double. Sam Wilson laced a hit
up the middle that scored Barnard. Simon

Storuschuck, trying to score from first on
the play, was gunned out at the plate by Ver-
schuren’s throw from right.

Iron Ring Rachar led off the home half of
the third, drawing a base-on-balls, then Vi-
tias rapped a double to deep center to bring
home Rachar. A two-out single by Verho-
eve was good enough to tally the second
Red Sox run of the inning and tie the game.

Tillsonburg would recapture the lead for
good an inning later when DeClark stepped
in to the lefty batter’s box with two outs.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 13
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Red Sox back in winner’s
column, defeat Dover 8-3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Like a scene out of The Natural, Bubba drove  point.
a 3-2 offering to deep centerfield for a home Four insurance runs were tacked on in the
run just as the ballpark lights turned on. The sixth with Gavin Barnard now pitching for
former London Major and Red Sox veteran Port Dover. Tillsonburg rattled off three hits, a
hadn’t lost any of his power over the long off ~walk and an error to put the game out of reach.
season. This weekend Tillsonburg travels to Lon-
Bale was lifted for Verschueren to start the don for a tournament hosted by the Byron
fourth and the lefthander dominated for four Baseball Club.

innings, retiring all 12 batters he faced, strik- Port Dover.................021 0000 -3 6 2
ing out seven including four straight at one Tillsonburg.............102 104 X -8 11 4
TILLSONBURG y.\: R H PO .\ E
RACHAR, SS 2 1 1 0 0 0
OATWAY, 1B 3 0 1 7 0 0
VITIAS, C 2 2 1 9 0 0
VERSCHUEREN, RF, P 3 1 2 1 1 0 . J _
VERHOEVE, 3B, EH 3 1o 2 1 1 1 & BV § LE o """"’Eﬂhf
WEST, 2B 2 |1l o | 1] 2]z ' - oaag e
COLLINGS, LF 3 1 1 0 1 1
PROUSE, CF 2 1 1 0 1 0
DECLARKE, EH, 3B 3 1 1 0 1 0
BALE, P, RF 2 0 0 0 0 0
TOTALS 25 8 11 21 6 4
Summary: ER, Pt. Dover 1, Tillsonburg 8; LOB, Pt. Dover 4, Tillsonburg 6; HR, De-
Clark; 2B, G. Barnard, Vitias, Prouse; RBI, Rachar, Vitias, Verschueren, Verhoeve,

Prouse, DeClark (2); W, Verschueren; L, S. Wilson; BB, S. Wilson (1), G. Barnard (1);
K, S. Wilson (2), G. Barnard (1), Bale (1), Verschueren (7);Time, 1:46.

ow:Your:GCommunity Spirit.

poztil:ocal News!

WEEKEND OQUIZ

by Jake Grant

1. How old is Canada turning this Canada 6. What are Canada’s two official national

Day? sports?
2. What is the national animal of 7. The four divisions of the Canadian
Canada? Corps fought together for the first time

at what battle?

3. Who was Canada's first prime

minister? 8. In what year was Nunavut established? _ et il P : gy [yt
4 What landform sits between British 9. Who was the lead singer of the < N (JEF HELSDON pHoTOS
Columbia and Alberta? Tragically Hip? CHAMB E.R HOSTS G.O I.'F TOURNAMENT
. . . . The annual Tillsonburg and District Chamber of Commerce golf tournament was another
5. Charlottetown is claimed to be "the 10. Who ran across Canada to raise success, selling out again. (Top photo) Wendy Dube of WD Accounting chips the ball to
birthplaceof " awareness for cancer? the green while her teammates, Amy Tilton of Final Staffing and Traci Southwood and

Savanna Fitch of Inovata Foods, watch. (Bottom photo) Cedric Tomico of the GOAT team

This week’s answers are found on pg. 34 sports the team shirts for the occasion at the tee block while Andrew Burns of McFarland
Rowland Insurance watches.
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Teams on the top of three slo-pitch divisions undefeated

DAVE WEAVER

Post Columnist

Hard to believe that we’re heading towards the
half-way point of the slo-pitch season in Tillson-
burg. Teams have been participating in qualifying
tournaments as well the Super Series and Senior
Circuits. The nationals for casters teams will be tak-
ing place in Dorchester on August long weekend.

Ladies’ Division

Sunspace/Bill Klyn Carpentry have won three in
a row and are tightening up the race for second and
third spot in the division. They had an impressive
win over Foldens Machine Works on the Monday
before mercying Queen Bees on the Wednesday.
Simmonds Mortgages had mercy wins over Resting
Pitch Face and Wildcats. Resting rebounded with a
win over Queen Bees. Cooks Concrete Jays shutout
Foldens and beat Wildcats on the Monday game,
where the league and bystanders honoured the mem-
ory of Rhonda Sergeant. Jays set up the diamond
and took down the bases in a sign of class towards
the Wildcats. That's what Tillsonburg Slo-Pitch is all
about: class and respect towards each and everyone.

Simmonds Mortgages-19, Wildcats-0

Simmonds-Forrestt Ashley 4-4; Tena Bueckert
4-4,

Wildcats-Ling Wong 1-1; Tracey Coderre 1-1.

Game Synopsis-Forrestt Ashley was just a ho-
mer shy of hitting for the cycle for Simmonds, Tena
Bueckert doubled and scored two runs.

Simmonds Mortgages-17, Resting Pitch Face-5

Simmonds-Shannon Oneill 4-4; Kim King 3-3.

Resting-Martina McCallum 3-3; Katie Pittock
3-3.

Game Synopsis-Eleven of Simmonds 12 batters
scored at least one run. Shannon Oneill and Jackie
Wood-Van Santen each hit a pair of doubles

Sunspace/Bill Klyn Carpentry 15, Foldens
Machine Works-7

Sunspace-Amanda Stubbs 4-4; Claire Barker 4-4.

Foldens-Roxy Dekeyser 4-4; Jen Francis 3-3;
Mackenzie Brackenbury Gr Slam, HR.

Game Synopsis-The story in this one was Fold-
ens’ Mackenzie Brackenbury going yard twice at
Kiwanis. Sunspace pulled this one out with a sev-
en-run bat-around seventh. Gemma Ladosz led the
winner's attack with a triple and four runs scored.

Cooks Concrete Jays-12, Foldens Machine
Works-0

Cooks-Maddi Obar 3-3; Mayra Baelde 3-3.
Foldens-Lisa Howey 3-3; Mandi Vickers 2-3.

Game Synopsis--The Jays scored four in each of
the first and fourth innings, lead-off batter Kayden
Thornton scored three runs.

Canadians Stand Together

Our True North Strong and Free

im Famw Miarw
Forwessas e Fein

Find a full array of offerings in our online store at
wisecommunities.org/shop

Ensemble
solidaire

Wanis

rejuzons de
capiuler

—

Canadians
Stand
Together

Cher Tre Nomih
Sirereyg el Frow

i }i
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Sunspace/Bill Klyn Carpentry-14,
Bees-2

Sunspace-Nicole Morgan 3-3; Ashley Gee 3-3.

Queen

Queen Bees-Carolyn Vanlagen 2-2; Jenna Van-
vliet 1-2.

Game Synopsis-Ashley Gee doubled and scored
three runs for the winners.

Resting Pitch Face-9, Queen Bees-1
Resting-Katie Depew 4-5; Hailee Beckett 4-4.
Queen-Sam Norman 1-2; Alyssa Berkeley 1-2.

Game Synopsis-Hailee Beckett and Katie Depew
each scored two runs for the winners.

Cooks Concrete Jays-14, Wildcats-3
Cooks-Melissa Hughes 5-5; Maddi Obar 4-4.
Wildcats-Jordan Triska 3-3; Ling Wong 2-3.

Game Synopsis-A six-run sixth keyed the Jays
win, Melissa Hughes scored three runs for the win-
ners.

Men's Division 1

1,2 Seal Insulation Hawks beat Leeswood Con-
struction Dirty Mitts on consecutive nights after
defeating Sunspace/Bill Klyn Carpentry on the
Tuesday to remain unbeaten. The Mill recorded
a big walk-off win over the Cubs. Cobra Chickens
mercied the Cubs but Hit N Run then mercied them
in the next match-up. The Mill sit in second, but are
just two points up on the Cubs, Leeswood Construc-
tion Dirty Mitts and Cobra Chickens.

Hit N Run-22, Cobra Chickens-7

Hit N Run-Daniel Unger 4-4; Jacob Froese 4-4;
Diedrich Klassen 2 HR; Peter Klassen HR; Franky
Klassen HR; Jacob Klassen HR.

Cobra-Ethan Fehr 3-3; Nathan Froese 3-3.

Game Synopsis-Diedrich and Jacob Klassen were
each a triple shy of hitting for the cycle for the win-
ners.

Cobra Chickens-26, Cubs-11

Cobra-Marcus Peters 4-4; Jesse Froese 5-5, 3 HR;
Brian Dyck 2 HR; Matthew Reimer HR Nicholas
Blatz HR.

Cubs-Chris Dyck 4-4, HR; Jamie Teichroeb 3-4;
Marcus Enns HR; Joel Dyck HR.

Game Synopsis-Cobra Chickens scored 19 runs
over their final four at-bats, Jesse Froese had a big
night homering three times.

TRAVEL WITH BRADLEY

ALL-INCLUSIVE LUXURY
JOURNEYS

1,2 Seal Insulation Hawks-7, Leeswood Con-
struction Dirty Mitts-6

Hawks-Ben Bueckert 3-4; Johnny Klassen 3-4.
Leeswood-Kent Collings 4-4; Greg Onaitis 3-4.

Game Synopsis-The Hawks walked this off with a
one-out triple from Daniel Enns.

1,2 Seal Insulation Hawks-26, Leeswood Con-
struction Dirty Mitts-10

Hawks-Martin Klassen 5-6; Jesse Hiebert 5-6, Gr
Slam HR; Johnny Klassen HR; Johnny Epp HR.

Leeswood-Trevor Stuyt 3-4; Colin McDonald 2-2;
Devin Lee HR.

Game Synopsis-The winners fielding only eight,
had little trouble in this one, with everyone in their
order reaching at least three times and scoring at
least two runs.

1,2 Seal Insulation Hawks-16, Sunspace/Bill
Klyn Carpentry-4

Hawks-Jake Klassen 2-2; Daniel Enns 3-4; John-
ny Epp HR; Martin Klassen 2 HR; Cam Bueckert
HR; Jesse Hiebert HR.

Sunspace-Andy Lockstein 3-3; Randy Miller 2-3;
Dallas Dalby HR; Nathan Boldt HR.

Game Synopsis-Johnny Epp led the winners with
a homer and a pair of doubles.

The Mill-26, Cubs-25

The Mill-Darrin Pace 5-7, HR; Mike Supinski
5-7; Bryan Deblaire 2 HR; Josh Stubbs 2 HR; Steve
Derks HR; Tim Morgan HR.

Cubs-Jamie Teichroeb 6-6, HR; Johnny Dyck
5-6, HR; Joel Dyck HR.

Game Synopsis-Twelve homers hit between the
two teams in this one. The Mill walked it off on a
Josh Stubbs base hit as they scored eight in the in-
ning,

Men’s Division 2

The Pelicans remained unbeaten after a forfeit
win over Sticky Bandits. At My Playground/IQT
Logistics won twice defeating Quackheads and
Mavericks who had been on a roll. Underhill Farm
Supply walked off the Mavericks on Friday night.
Strike Force rounded out the week’s action with a
lopsided win over Quackheads.

At My Playground/IQT Logistics-16, Quack-
heads-13

A M.P-Trent Masschaele 4-4; Jayden King 3-4.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 15

Upcoming Departures ¢

Canary Islands

Costa Rica / Panama Cruise
TN The Algarve Longstay

Bradley Walters
FOUNDER,
TRAVEL WITH BRADLEY

40+ 140+

YEARS OF COUNTRIES
EXPERIENCE TRAVELLED

TICO #50023271

¢ X Hawaii Islands Cruise

Spaces limited
— call today.

travelwithbradley.com

519-266-2200

4-1930 Hyde Park Road, London ON
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Quackheads-Christian Bevan 4-4; Scott Mudford 3-4.

Game Synopsis-Trent Masschaele scored three runs for the win-
ners.

Underhill Farm Supply-9, Mavericks-8
Underhill-Craig Robb 4-4; Bruce Hietkamp 3-3; Aaron Dyck HR.
Mavericks-Ryan Sinden 4-4; Doug Falkins 3-4.

Game Synopsis-Craig Robb walked it off for Underhill hitting a
two-run double.

At My Playground/IQT Logistics-15, Mavericks-9
A M.P--Connor Smith 3-3, HR; Keenan Coderre 3-3.
Mavericks-Jason Carlisle 3-4; Ryan Landry 3-4, HR.

Game Synopsis-Connor Smith was just a triple shy of hitting for
the cycle for the winners.

Strike Force-23, Quackheads-10
Strike Force-Jake Enns 5-5; Henry Klassen 4-5.

Quackheads-Scott Mudford 4-4; Bob Long 3-4; Dylan Graydon
HR; Phil Beauvais HR.

Game Synopsis-A big seven-run sixth put this one for Strike Force,
Jake Wall drove in two in the rally.

Men’s Division 3

Sandy Shore Brew Jays won a pair to remain unbeaten. They
scored 33 runs and allowed just seven in the two games. They faced
a tough test on Tuesday as they go up against the Sluggers who have
lost just once, and sit atop the division in wins. John Beere picked up
a mercy win over Wolfpack.

John Beere-25, Wolfpack-10
John Beere-Nathan Sullivan 5-5; Ryan Simmons 5-6.
Wolfpack-Rick Klassen 3-4; Cam Butler 3-4.

Game Synopsis-Jack Finnigan, Nathan Sullivan and Mark Carrel
each scored four runs for John Beere.

Sandy Shore Brew Jays-16, John Beere-1
Sandy Shore-Duane Nutt 3-3; Devon Schultz 3-3.
John Beere-Jack Finnigan 2-2.

Game Synopsis-Twelve of Sandy Shore's 13 batters scored at least
one run.

Sandy Shore Brew Jays-18, NAPA/Coward's Pharmacy Maul-

oil & Filter Change
Brakes & Suspension check

Tire Rotation
A/C performance Check
Fluid Top-Up
Full 100 Point Inspection

ers-6
Sandy Shore-J.D. Collier 4-5; Mike Haegens 4-5.
NAPA-Jeff McKay 3-4; Matt Bowers 3-5.

Game Synopsis-J.D. Collier led the winners with a pair of doubles
and four runs scored.

Men’s Division 4

N.LM. got revenge on Brickhouse Boys, who had handed them
their only defeat mercying them this time around. They also mercied
Smokin Bases. Brickhouse Boys won over Diamond Kings by nine.
R.L.P. Melanie Luksys took three of four points in a doubleheader
with Tornadoes.

Brickhouse Boys-16, Diamond Kings-7

Brickhouse-Aiden Hoshal 4-4; Court Cronheimer 3-3; Luke
Thomas HR; Shawn Knelsen HR; Parker Morris HR; Tony Epp HR .

Diamond-Ben Bueckert 3-3; Henry Froese 3-4, HR.

Game Synopsis-Brickhouse went yard four times in the win, and
lead-off batter Aiden Hoshal scored three runs.

R.L.P. Melanie Luksys-20, Tornadoes-20
R.L.P-Jeremy Tanahill 4-4; Caden Craggs 4-4.
Tornadoes-Tyler Bouck 4-4; Jack Soares 3-4.

Game Synopsis-Jeremy Tannahill scored four runs for R.L.P., Ty-
ler Bouck scored three for Tornadoes.

R.L.P.Melanie Luksys-17, Tornadoes-11
R.L.P-Nate Granger 3-4; Braeden Redling 3-4.
Tornadoes-Ben Serrador 3-3; Tyler Bouck 3-3.

Game Synopsis-Blake Ash, Braeden Redling and Caden Craggs
each crossed three times for the winners.

N.LLM. -25, Brickhouse Boys-10
N.LM.-Jeff Wheeler 5-6; Cory Chambers 5-6.
Brickhouse-Shawn Knelsen 4-4; Aiden Hoshal 4-4.

Game Synopsis-Everyone in the winner’s order scored at least two
runs.

N.I.M.-24, Smokin Bases-9

N.IM.-Dave Court 4-5; Brodie Earls 4-5.

Smokin-Colton Trudel 3-3; Reg Burnett 3-3.

Game Synopsis-Jeff Wheeler scored four runs for the winners.

7 Rouse St W, Tillsonburg, /47w
0519"633'3202 Q Ontario, N4G 5T5 i =0
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MINOR SPORTS
SCRAPBOOK

.

A Nash Construction runner crosses the base as Sweaburg’s defender catches a ball that
arrived too late.

== - _.- ..I.L:. 1'.1-'_- ot "'- % . . LI
In recent U15 baseball action between 3E Power Services Ltd. and Hogarth Insurance, Ga-
briella Rutledge, crosses the plate as catcher Grace Verkerke goes for the taq.

Jac!
against the Simcoe Giants while Dylan Townsend steps to the side.

Tillsonburg Post

BRING THIS AD IN FOR 10% OFF

ALL YOU CAN EAT BRUNCH BUFFET
BROUGHT TO YOU BY M I L L EVERY SUNDAY 10AM TO 2PM

20 John Pound Rd., Tillsonburg, ON | tillsonburgmill.com

inn + eatery ., ot the Mill — 519.409.7829 | Mill Eatery — 519.842.1878
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Samuel Rai (green) waits for the ball, as Tate Parker (Yellow) heads home in Tillsonburg

house league U-7 game between Lions and McFarland Rowland.

Emily Wagner, Tillsonburg Panton Paint and Collision U-7’s first base, left, listens to Inger-
soll runner Dallas Dillman during a game last week.

Mandryk, Morgan and Vervaeke Law’s first baseman is in pursuit of a Wiltshire Realty Inc.
runner during a recent U-7 house league game.
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Wishing you a joyful Canada Day!

Saunders

W.E. Saunders Paint and Decor
WES DISTRIBUTING

| ‘ l Proud Canadian

COMMUNITY EVENTS

company over 75 years
of serving you.

CANADA DAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST W.E SAUNDERS PAINT & DECOR
Station Arts Centre - 7 a.m. to 11 a.m., Cost $4-$9 519_25%52‘912':5'31“""":‘6\,3\;_3::3igt'_‘::om

CANADA DAY FUN FAIR
Annandale National Historical Site - 10 a.m to 2 p.m.

FREE SWIM
Lake Lisgar Water Park - 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION SERVICE AND CAKE
Cenotaph - Noon

- e AL i Two Girls and a Cheese Shop
\ 3 L i L 20 Brock St. W., Tillsonburg, ON
k (. i

At Rt twogirlsandacheeseshop.com

FIREWORKS
Memorial Park - Dusk

Tlp il sver!
Your Canada Day
Flagis on the
back — hang it
proudly!

TILLSONBURG

GUN SHOP

CANAD?

w9 DAY+

TILLSONBURGGUNSHOP.COM

TILLSONBURG CARE PHARMACY
594 Broadway St Unit 1, Tillsonburg, ON
(519) 842-2020

:{\/\Illshlng Ym‘lA!Happy Cabtvl'a‘:3

Celebrating 65 Years of Travelling With You!

",) TILLSONBURG TRAVEL |

W)

: SERVICE LTD. *-_-F cmmdu '
\ Full Service Travel Agency: Travel Insurance, Airline Tlckets All Inclusive Packages, Motorcoach Tours and Cruises. D T.L. WILLAERT REALTY INC.. BROKERAGE
- 175 Broadway TlllSOIlblll‘g % TOGETHER WE GET YOU HOME!
= z : Office: 519-688-0234 \ llaertrealty.co
hsa@tlllsonburgtravel com | (519)842-5931°| tillsonburgtravel.com (= AT 67B Simeoe St. Tillsonburg, On, NAG 2H6

TICO #50027743

For a limited time, Buy a Queen size Mattress and get a free Adjustable base.
Plus save up to 50% on clear out and floor model mattresses.
Conditions apply, see store for details.

H 518 Broadway St, Tillsonburg
] urley S www.hurleysappliance.com | 519-688-3464

MATTRESS & APPLIANCE
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South Coast World Travel Presents...
Peru: Machu Picchu and Lake Titicaca
with Optional 4-Night Peruvian Amazon Cruise Post Tour Extension
February 11 - 20, 2027

Y

<) Moore’s Seeds .»

PROUDLY CANADIAN, €8
PROUDLY LOCAL. %A

Celebrating Canadian Backyards Since 1916 & '}
PREMIUM BiRD FEEDERS LIVESTOCK FEED ’ -5 ol ~ v -
BIRD SEED eamm & SUPPLIES For more information contact South Coast'World Travel
P ol ot el —— 519-426-2144 | info@scworldtravel.ca
P — = I'I"IE)D'EE:::EI;J*. A r_ ) 61 Robinson Street, SimCOE, ON
T = 101 Broadway, Tillsonburg A Sovdn Const
= £ yoarn. O 5
> Happy Canada Dagy! % | s fomiy oy Tue to Sun: 8 am to 2 pm,| Mon: Closed W= World Travel collette

ERNIE HARDEMAN
MPP - Oxford ¢ ARPAN KHANNA

51 9_537_5222 ° 1 _800_265_4046 v MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT for OXFORD

519-421-7214 - ARPANKHANNAMP.CA - ARPAN KHANNAZPARL.GC.CA

LUBRICARE:Z

t! !J

1274SimcoelStilillsonburg
5119-842-5230

s

Scanitojview,our. latest
flyer, aﬂg store details:

Canada’s 678 Broadway St., Tillsonburg

/ObQYI % Open 7 days a week: 7am-9pm
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773112 County Rd 59 South, Norwich, ON, NOJ 1P0O

Hours — Mon to Fri 9-5:30, Sat 9-5:00
Closed Wednesday July 1st.
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Parkette renamed in honour of Tillson family

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

A ribbon cutting on Fri-
day afternoon officially
renamed the green space
housing the fountain at the
corner of Broadway and
Oxford Street the Tillson
Family Parkette, but didn’t
show the quick work by

the business and volunteer
community that made it
come together.

Kate Bakos, Cultural
Heritage Manager/Curator,
said the committee work-
ing on last year's 200th
anniversary of the town's
founding realized the im-
portance of the town’s
founders.

“

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

With an official ribbon cutting prior to TurtleFest, the par-
kette at the corner of Broadway and Oxford Street was re-
named the Tillson Family Parkette. Cutting the ribbon were,
left to right: George the Turtle, Coun. Kelly Spencer, Joan
Weston, MPP Ernie Hardeman, Mayor Deb Gilvesy, Kate Ba-
kos, Noah Culp and Tabitha Verbuyst.

UPCOMING SHOWS

JUNE 27 - CONNOR PETKAU, JOEBREAKER &

DALTON PUHR
Paddy's Underground

$10 — 8 p.m. - All Ages/Licensed

JUNE 28 - MUSIC ON THE LAWN SERIES W/

WADLEY STATION

Annandale NHS - Free Entry — 7 p.m.

CLEAN,
SAFE B FULLY
IEURED

FRIEMTILY,
RELIEELE
SEINVICE

WE WILL BUILD YOUR EVENT ~ | |&
TO MATCH YOUR BUDGET! _

“We would not have Till-
sonburg today without the
Tillsons,” she said. “This
park is a way of paying
tribute.”

Tillsonburg Mayor Deb
Gilvesy highlighted the
work by Jesse Goossens,
partner at Thomson and
Goossens, and Shane Cur-
tis, president of Curtis
Wilcox, who spearheaded
the work in the park, along
with the BIA.

“Your work has created a
fitting space to honour the
Tillson family,” she said to
the two local businessmen.
“The transformation in
such a short time is nothing
less than extraordinary.”

In an earlier interview,
Curtis explained he was
retained by the town when
he operated Horticultural
Solutions to build the orig-
inal park. He designed it
at no cost to the town and
charged only for construc-
tion and materials.

Fast forward to a few
weeks ago, and he was

talking to Goossens, who
asked how the parkette
could be improved.

“The problem is that over
time, if the plants aren’t
pruned annually, they can
get overgrown,” Curtis ex-
plained.

A plan was developed
to revitalize the park in
connection with the BIA,
which  coordinated the
power washing of the foun-
tain. The plan is to have
different plantings in the
bed, depending on the sea-
son. It will start with pan-
sies in the spring, to be fol-
lowed by a show of colour
in the summer and mums
in the fall.

“The BIA is proud and
excited to work with a
committed group of indi-
viduals and organizations
in the community to revi-
talize a downtown focal
point,” said Executive Di-
rector Mark Renaud.

Two ornamental pear
trees were removed from
the park to open it up. Cur-

JULY 5 - MUSIC ON THE LAWN SERIES W/

VANCE CZERWINSKI

Annandale NHS - Free Entry — 7 p.m.

JULY 10 - DUMB CRUSH W/ THE ICK

Paddy's Underground

$10 — 8 p.m. - All Ages/Licensed

Enjoy Life In A Better Light

May 13 « June 30

ALTA @sunGLOW mAXXMAR

LT ATy

BLINDS - SHADES - SHUTTERS - MOTORIZED - EXTERIOR

Shop in store or online at

A\

mypaintanddecor.com

My Paint & Decor

Tillsonburg - 142 Simcoe 5t 510-842-2833
Simooe - 100 Young 5. 519-428-4066

mypaintanddecor.com

tis’ gardener planted petu-
nias, purple fountain grass
and dipplamedia. Curtis
enlisted Kinsmen mem-
bers, along with their chil-
dren and his daughter, to
plant new shrubs.

Goossens donated money
towards the project.

“We’re  public  ser-
vice-oriented,” he said.
“Where we can get in-

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
Jesse Goossens, left, and Shane Curtis, along with the BIA,
were the driving forces behind the revitalization of the Till-
son Family Parkette.

volved and make an im-
pact, we’re going to.”

The Tillsonburg Hor-
ticultural Society, whose
members did the planting
in the park, was consulted
and agreed to relinquish
care of the park so that oth-
er areas can be focused on.
Curtis will donate care of
the parkette for the next 10
years.

JULY 12 - MUSIC ON THE LAWN SERIES W/

GEORGE FULOP
Annandale NHS
Free Entry — 7 p.m.

JULY 30 - THE SADIES
Paddy's Underground

$40 — 8 p.m. - All Ages/Licensed

AUGUST 7-9 - BUDDIES FEST
The Mill, Paddy's Underground & The Copper Mug
3 p.m. - All Ages/Licensed - Www.Buddiesfest.Com

e

PADDY’S

UNBERGROUND
TILLSONBURG, ON

sssssss

20 John Pound Road

Live Music - Comedy - Pub

Tillsonburg

¢ Live Entertainment » Karaoke * NTN Trivia
* Fundraisers ¢ Birthdays * Anniversaries
* Meetings * & More

Fresh made foods, in house smoked meats and
lot of love, just like Mom used to make.

79 Broadway St, Tillsonburg

519-842-6227
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2024 BRONCO

e

2021 BRONCO

2025 BRONCO

SPORT BIG BEND
24,095 km
STK#26132A.

2026 F150 LARIAT

5.0L
6,300 km
STK#26083.

2024 F150 PLATINUM

POWERBOOST HYBRID
32,222 km
STK#25476A.
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2026 BRONCO

OUTER BANKS
10,570 km
STK#26067.

PLATINUM MAX LINE GAS OUTER BANKS SPORT BIG BEND | |SPORT BADLANDS
8,471 km 82 km 13,960 km 72,239 km 64,371 km
STK#25369. STK#25334. ) STK#25224. STK#26043A. STK#26157A.
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$32,995 +qu $85,365 +HST $70,576 +HST $55,995 +HST $57,995 +HST
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2024 F150 XLT

2.7L ECOBOOST
49,276 km
STK#26195A.

$71,233 +HST

$121,993 +HsT

2022 EXPLORER

LIMITED
39,445 km
STK#0U2957.

FORD BLUE ADVANTAGE
CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED,

RATES AS LOW AS
4.69%!!

*on qualified vehicles

i
[ i
| T \-‘-'In_ 1-_|1.L e

2026 F350 LARIAT

6.7L HO DIESEL
7,290 km
STK#26011.

LIMITED
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2026 EXPLORER

ST

4,388 km
STK#26065.

2025 F150 XLT

2.7L ECOBOOST
32,379 km
STK#26139A.

$65,345 +HsT

- U T:

e — |

DEMO a

2026 RANGER LARIAT

2.7L ECOBOOST
2,938 km
STK#26110.

e

STAUFFER MOTORS

Stauffer Motors

685 Broadway,
Tillsonburg, ON
519.842.3646
877.842.3646

www.stauffermotors.com
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Town council waives fee for Indigenous Day

Book a
tour
today!

Thinking about
retirement living?

We offer different living options where you’ll be
comfortable in our stylish, spacious suites. Experience
the warmth of our vibrant community.

For more information call 1-866-959-4848

Aspira
Harvest Crossing

Retirement Living

15 Harvest Ave, Tillsonburg, ON

aspiralife.ca

tillsonburgpost.com

NOFRILLS

FLYER PRICES EFFECTIVE THURSDAY, JUNE 25™ TO WEDNESDAY, JULY 1°7, 2026

WHILE
QUANTITIES
LAST

T-BONE
STEAK

9B
AVERAGE
WHOLE

SEEDLESS
WATERMELON

292-383 G |

EAT SMART
SWEET OR
TAYLOR FARMS
SALAD KITS

2 LB BAG |

FARMER’S
MARKET
MANDARINS

CORREY & RITA’S

SAVE 33%

399

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Tillsonburg council wrestled with the best way to tackle
fees being charged to local groups for town staff time and
materials associated with events.

Manager of Legislative Services/Clerk Trisha McKibbin
presented council with a report on the topic after members
of the Tillsonburg Historical Society approached council
members about waiving fees for Indigenous Day, which
was held on June 21. The fees being charged are $56 for
safety cone rental and $195 for Memorial Park pavilion
rental, for a total of $252.

McKibbin said the $7,500 budgeted for waiving event
fees has been exhausted. Turtlefest also previously came
forward with the same request, which council granted.
Town staff is working to update the bylaws and rates.

“These rates cannot easily be changed without changes
to this bylaw,” she said.

Coun. Kelly Spencer asked if the historical society has a
budget for this, but McKibbin said she wasn’t didn’t have
that information.

Mayor Deb Gilvesy pointed out the 28 events listed in
the report weren’t charged for setup prior to this year.

“This is the waiving of the fees, which is different than
waiving of park fees,” she said, emphasizing the two are
separate.

McKibbin explained the rates and charges come from
the rates and charges bylaw, and the only way to make a
change is to rescind or amend the bylaw.

“There is no way for staff to make changes or adjust-
ments,” she said. “What’s in the bylaw needs to be fol-
lowed.”

The proposed change would give staff more authority to
make decisions on these types of requests.

Coun. Pete Luciani asked if Indigenous Day is on the

SAVE 50%

TOMATOES
ON THE VINE

CHAPMAN’S
SUPER PLUS ICE
CREAM, NO NAME
FROZEN FRUIT, OR
BREYERS CLASSIC
FROZEN DESSERT

SCHNEIDERS
RED HOTS OR
MAPLE LEAF
TOP DOGS OR
MAPLE LEAF READY
CRISP BACON

21st, and council passes a bylaw at the next meeting, if it
wouldn’t be a moot point.

McKibbin said it’s possible for council to waive the fees
in that night’s meeting, but Luciani questioned further
whether the whole issue wouldn’t be dealt with at the June
22 meeting.

“We need to get this right. Staff in multiple departments
are working on it,” McKibbin said, adding the completed
bylaw won’t be back until the August meeting.

Gilvesy reminded these charges are new to these
groups, and asked if the historical society paid up front, if
it would be reimbursed.

McKibbin said technically the fee isn’t waived. She
pointed to Turtlefest, explaining the direction given was
to pay the fees from the tax stabilization reserve.

Director of Finance/Treasurer Renato Pullia said it is
possible to reimburse fees paid.

“Traditionally, the fair hasn’t paid this,”
“This is one reason I brought this forward.”

She also mentioned there weren’t fees paid in the past
for the Station Arts Centre’s Canada Day celebrations or
the farmers’ market either.

“It’s a domino effect that impacts a number of policies,”
McKibbin said.

Gilvesy requested that some direction be given for the
other events at the meeting on June 22.

Coun. Chris Parker, who put forward the suggested mo-
tion, amended it for the Tillsonburg District Historical
Fees to be paid through the tax rate stabilization reserve.

Spencer agreed, saying that since the town passed a mo-
tion supporting the Truth and Reconciliation Act, part of
that is hosting public learning and cultural events. She
said staff should consider this when working on their re-
port.

Council passed the motion to have the fees associated
with Indigenous Day paid through the reserve.

Gilvesy said.

HAPPY CANADA DAY!
DEALS FOR DAYS EVENT

ARMSTRONG

OR PC SHREDDED
CHEESE,
ARMSTRONG CHEESE

App exclusive
offer

SAVE ur10 66%

$ Members
Save
JUICY OR $
BLUE MENU

BURGERS

671 BROADWAY ST, TILLSONBURG, ON
(519) 688-0709

OPEN DAILY FROM ZAM TO 9PM + SCAN THE QR CODE TO SUBSCRIBE TO OUR ONLINE FLYER!
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On this Canada Day, we celebrate the values that bring
us together - Kindness, respect and care for one another.

As a family-run funeral fiome, we are fionoured to
support local families with compassion and trust.

From our family, warm wishes for a safe and happy
Canada Day.

§ I
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Ostrander’s Funeral Home Limited Ken and Jodi Butcher,

Owners Ostrander’s

Serving our Community since 1920. Funeral Home

Ostrander’s
Tuneral Home

Est. 1920
Proudly Family Owned

43 Bidwell Street, Tillsonburg, Ontario N4G 3T6
519-842-5221 Fax: 519-842-7145 | www.ostrandersfuneralhome.com
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W Community Calendar

ULY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Town Facilities

CLOSED 1| Annandale NHS 9 3 Fishing Derby at 4
Canada Dav on CLOSED Lake Lisgar
y (In lieu of Canada Day) 7:00 am - 12:00 pm
the Lawn Kinsmen Bridge & Lake Lisqar
Indoor Pool Closed July 1- July 31, 2026 10:00 am - 2:00 pm . ; axe Lisgar
. . / . Veteran’s Memorial Water Park
for Biennial Maintenance Lake Lisgar Water ; .
. Walkway Reopening Free Swim
Park Free Swim 12:00 pm ) )
11:00 am - 6:00 pm 11:00 am - 6:00 pm

Lake Lisgar Water Park Open Daily | 11:00 am - 6:00 pm

5 6 | Prop-in 7 | Drop-In 8 | Drop-in Q | Drop-In 10 N
Programs Programs Programs Programs
10:00 am & 1:00 pm | 10:00 am & 1:00 pm | 10:00 am & 1:00 pm | 10:00 am & 1:00 pm
FREE Roller Culture After
Skating Hours
6:30 - 8:00 pm 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Lake Lisgar Water Park Open Daily | 11:00 am - 6:00 pm
12 13 | Drop-in 14 | Drop-in 15 | Drop-in 16 | Drop-in 17 18
. . Programs Programs Programs Programs
Council Meeting | 10:00 am & 1:00 pm | 10:00 am & 1:00 pm | 10:00 am & 1:00 pm | 10:00 am & 1:00 pm
5:00 pm Roller Skating
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Lake Lisgar Water Park Open Daily | 11:00 am - 6:00 pm
19 20| qoiier 21 22 23 24 25
Skating
6:30 - 8:00 pm

Drowning Prevention Week

Lake Lisgar Water Park Open Daily | 11:00 am - 6:00 pm

26 27 | Roller 28 20 | Culture After 30 31
Skating Hours
6:30 - 8:00 pm 4:00 - 7:00 pm

Lake Lisgar Water Park Open Daily | 11:00 am - 6:00 pm

Didn't find what you
were looking for?

FREE Community Event Highlight

-

TILLSONBURG COMMUMNITY CENTRE

ROLLER SKATING

¥ EVERT

LY 7 | 6:30 - 8:00 pm C/‘)

Check out all our
other programs!

wwew Hllsonbung ca

CONNECTED. ENRICHED. INSPIRED.
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SWOX NEWS

Gillis running for mayor of SWOX

DEBBIE KASMAN

Post Contributor

Craig Gillis, Ward 6 councillor for South-
West Oxford (SWOX) Township, has filed his
papers to run for mayor of SWOX.

When asked why he decided to run for may-
or, Gillis says, “Why not?” He is currently
completing his second consecutive term as
councillor. After graduating from the Univer-
sity of Guelph in 2002, Gillis began working
as a herdsperson for Wilmarlea Farms Ltd. in
Embro. He moved to Beachville shortly after
and married his wife, Tanya, in 2006. In 2009,
he joined the SWOX Fire Department at the
Beachville Station. He was elected Beachville
Fire Association President in 2011 and for
Ward 6 councillor in 2018.

pal process over the past two terms and I'm
capable of taking on a larger role,” Gillis said.
“I’'ve always enjoyed working with others as
a team and hearing about their perspective on
things.”

There are several projects Gillis wants to
see to completion.

“Finishing our broadband-Internet proj-
ect” so that it’s available “to every premise in
SWOX will be satisfying when completed,”
he said. “Not just business needs quality In-
ternet service anymore. People working from
home, school and education programs, agri-
culture, and many more need steady Internet
connection in today’s world.”

Gillis is most proud of his work on the
Beachville Museum Board.

“Getting our museum more noticed and

within the area has been great to see. A small
museum doing big things is a great mantra
they have.”

When asked what he thinks the big issues or
challenges facing SWOX will be over the next
term, he said,

“Financial costs for infrastructure, equip-
ment and projects will have to be looked at
more carefully to be sure we are using funds
the most efficient way. Also the ever changing
provincial goals and policies, i.e. building and
the conservation authorities, will have to be
navigated over the next few years,” he added.

When asked if there any decisions he has
made on council that he regrets, Gillis says
there are none. “I feel I've been confident in
the choices that I’'ve made in the past.”

So far, none one has filed nomination papers

“I feel I’ve learned a lot about the munici-

used for community events and engagement

to run against him.

Craig Gillis.

(CONTRUBUTED PHOTO)

George Klosler appointed as Ward 3 councillor in SWOX

DEBBIE KASMAN

Post Contributor

At its June 16 meeting, South-West Oxford (SWOX)
council voted to appoint George Klosler as Ward 3 coun-
cillor, replacing Valerie Durston who passed away in April.

A by-election was not possible because the deadline for
by-elections in an election year has passed and appointing
a next-place finisher from the last municipal election was
not an option as Durston was acclaimed. Council called
for applications for appointment to fill the vacant seat in
May.

Klosler is recently retired from a career spanning 35
years in the agricultural finance sector, holding the posi-
tion of Senior District Director with Farm Credit Canada
for 13 years before retiring.

He is a recipient of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal
for community service contributions, a member of the Ca-
nadian Association of Farm Advisors, past president of the
Canadian 4-H Council, a current member of Dereham and
District Lions Club and Lions International, and president
of the Mount Elgin community hall board.

Klosler will hold the seat until the municipal election in
October, but has filed nomination papers to run for Ward 3
councillor in October as well.

He says he is eager to apply his knowledge of community
development, financial oversight, and public engagement
to serve the municipality. He is particularly interested in
addressing key issues such as agricultural development,
community services, financial constraints, public engage-
ment, and the development of the new municipal building

5

il “SUMMER

400 Simcoe St., Tillsonburg

and park.

Klosler beat out John de Bruyn and Aaron Lonsberry
who also applied for the position.

De Bruyn is a past president of Oxford County Junior
Farmers and Oxford County Pork Producers, a past mem-
ber of the County of Oxford Land Division Committee, a
former chair of the Salford Landfill Liaison Committee,
and a member of the College of Veterinarians of Ontar-
io. Lonsberry works as a traveling service technician, is a
firefighter in Mount Elgin, and a local farmer.

Klosler will be sworn in at the July 14 meeting.

Both Klosler and de Bruyn plan to file nomination pa-
pers to run in the municipal election in October. It is not

known at this time which wards they plan to run in. Can-
didates do not have to live in a specific ward to run for
councillor in that ward.

The township approved new ward boundaries last July,
but these boundary changes will not take effect until the
new council is organized after voting day on Oct. 26.

Nomination papers have currently been filed as follows:
Paul Buchner for Ward 1, Pete Ypma for Ward 2, William
Van Lagen for Ward 3, Isaiah Friend for Ward 4, David
(Dave) Mitchell for Ward 6, and Craig Gillis for mayor.

Mary Holmes is the only candidate to put her name for-
ward to date for school board trustee. Holmes is running
for trustee of the London District Catholic School Board.

PROUDLY SERVING NORFOLK AND OXFORD COUNTIES

ALTERNATIVE HEARING AID CLINICS

IS NOW PART OF
HEAR RIGHT CANADA!

Local independent ownership. The same trusted
team and care you know, now backed by a
national network dedicated to you.

O 6

PERIOD

COMPLIMENTARY FREE 2-WEEK WORKS WITH ALL QUALITY LOCAL CARE.
HEARING TESTS & DEMOS & 90-DAY GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS CARE REAL PEOPLE.
EVALUATIONS FULL RETURN WE'RE HERE.

: ILNE
‘Local Co-Owner &
*Hearing Care
Professional

FOUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

51SIMCOE STREET

519-842-5500

96 KING STREET

1009 BAY STREET 32 SOUTH COURT STREET EAST

519-582-2300 519-586-9500 519-842-5500

_.lII hear I"Ight canada \‘ 519-842-5500 @ hearrightcanada.ca

Quality Hearing Care For Less
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TURTLEFEST

TurtleFest attendance could top 45,000 people

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

She said the huge crowd returned with the evening enter-
tainment.

“We had a number of food trucks that had to close early,”
Renaud said, explaining that running out of food as the reason.
“That’s an indicator of how busy it was.”

In addition, several retailers reported a record day.

“The impact of TurtleFest goes far beyond the downtown,”
Renaud said. “The number of people who eat in town, shop, or
put gas in is tremendous.”

Estimates were TurtleFest last year generated $1.5 million in
revenue. This year, there will be more.

One change this year was putting many of the food trucks
in the parking lot to the north of the Tillsonburg Town Centre
with seating in the area.

“I had a number of comments from people about that, and
certainly the seating accommodation for people was good,”

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
George the Turtle models for Zoe Walker, Addy Swance and

Audrey Cooper as they complete turtle rocks at Annandale

on Friday night.

Fraser said.

A last-minute addition of a giant pool with paddle boats,
which was donated by Super Air Bounce Rentals, was a hit.

“There was a line-up at that all day long,” Renaud said. “The
kids absolutely loved it.”

Fraser noticed the Nate Haller concert in the evening drew
more younger people.

“It’s become a real party place downtown for young people,”
he said.

Attendance at Annandale festivities were also robust. More
than 400 attended the movie on the lawn on Friday night and
there were 1,364 people who came out for Saturday’s events.

Another change this year was moving the Station Arts Cen-
tre’s Creative Imaginations Station from Broadway to Bridge
Street. This is the first time Bridge has been closed from
Broadway to Bidwell, and it was a success.

R rﬂz}; N
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(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Mai Burton completes a turtle Lego that was handed out by
Toro LUG. The group handed out 300 turtle Lego turtle kits

custom designed for TurtleFest.

(ALIYAH HELSDON PHOTO)
The Fire Guy wowed the crowd with his ability to juggle fire while in some precarious posi-
tions.

“The Station Arts Centre was thrilled to once again be a part
of Turtlefest, welcoming hundreds of families and visitors to
our Creative Imaginations Station throughout the day,” said
executive director Tabitha Verbuyst. “With six hands-on craft
stations, spinning art, chalk activities, mural painting, and face
painting, the area was busy from start to finish.”

Fraser said he has been to a number of festivals, and Turtle-
Fest is different.

“One thing that’s really special is the way the vendors get in-
volved,” he said. “They’re not only selling their wares, but also
having some interactive activity in their booth. That’s what
makes it unique.”

Fortner gave credit to TurtleFest committee member and
Copper Mug co-owner Kim Sage for a musical program that
helped draw the crowds. She gave the example of Coty Rob-
inson, who opened for Haller, saying Sage knew he had a big
following that would bring people.

Sage was also the unofficial turtle keeper, leading George the
Turtle around for most of the weekend. Fortner recounted one
instance where she dropped Sage and George off in front of the
Tillsonburg Town Centre and they were supposed to work their
way down the street. An hour later, they hadn’t moved because
there were so many people who wanted a photo with George.

Renaud said one of the secrets to success is TurtleFest is it’s
a no-charge event. He said all the sponsors help in this regard,
but in particular pointed to Execulink, TD Bank, Experience
Ontario, Shaw’s Ice Cream, Tim Horton’s, Giant FM, Enviro-
haul and Spectra Sign and Print, who were the largest sponsors.

As for next year, Renaud said, “The challenge is there’s so
much interest in TurtleFest, we need more real estate to put
more booths out.”

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
The George the Turtle inflatable from Super Air Bounce
Rentals was a hit, as always, with a constant line-up.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
Young Entrepreneur Alley was a big hit again that showcased the work of 14 young entre-
preneurs. Emily Hietkamp, left, was selling rubber band bracelets while her brother Keith
was promoting the charcuterie boards he makes from local wood.
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TURTLEFEST

s TN I (JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)  Creating turtles from egg shell cartons was one of the many (JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
Lucas Gagen from Reptilia shows the crowd a uromastyx activities in the Station Arts Centre’s Imagination Creation What's TurtleFest without live turtles? Nolan Felstead of
lizard from Asia during one of the three reptile shows during Zone. Casey Cassidy is pictured putting the finishing touch- Scales Nature Park handles a Blanding’s turtle in one of the
the day. es on his turtle. displays at Annandale National Historic Site.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO) (JEFF HELSDON PHOTO) (ALIYAH HELSDON PHOTO)
The Tim Burr Lumberjack show had the crowd laughing and The number of interactive activities at the booths are one Rising country star Nate Haller was the headliner on the Tur-
awed at the same time with his stunts and humour. Juggling thing that sets TurtleFest apart from other festivals. Abby tleFest stage Saturday night, packing the street for a free
fire and hatchets were amongst his tricks. Ortiz is seen here playing cornhole at the Sobey’s booth. show.
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ANNANDALE

NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

FREE FOOD

* Popcorn

* Snow Cones
e Cotton Candy
e Cake

ACTIVITIES

Face Painting

Tillsonburg Post

ANNANDALE NHS

CANADA DAY
FUN FAIR

July 1st
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
30 Tillson Ave.,Tillsonburg, ON

Carnival Games with Prizes . A

Button Making

Tattoos

Oversized Games

Otter Scavenger Hunt
Jelly Bean Guessing Game
Open House

FOOD TRUCKS

e Suppa Swirls
e Soda Street
e Speedy Fries

Food and activities
while supplies last!




Tillsonburg Post

June 25, 2026

RIDDLES

Why are Canadian students so smart?
They get a lot of ehs.

What has antlers and sucks blood?
A moose-quito.

Why is maple syrup always so sad?
Because it's sappy.

How do you stop bacon from curling in the
frying pan?
Take away its broom.

What does Canada produce that no other
country in the world can?
Canadians!

How did the beaver get online?
He logged on.

What did the beaver say to the maple tree?
It's been nice gnawing you!

Why shouldn’t hockey players tell jokes on
the ice?
Because it might crack up!

Why do hockey players like baking cakes?
Because they’re great at icing.

What do Canadian ghosts eat for lunch?
Boo-tine!

Someone tried to sell me Canada.
But | was having Nunavut,

Why did the fugitives run to Canada?
Because they had nowhere else Toronto.

Where are there a lot of Bigfoot sightings?
In Sasquatchewan!

Why did the pirate move to Manitoba?
He heard he could Winnipeg!

SUDOKU

4 1

Level: Beginne
Solutions on Page 34

\

WAFFLES

Youwr

SPONSORED BY:

Family
Pet Centre

107 E Concession St. E.,
Tillsonburg, ON
N4G 4W4

519-688-2672

HOURS:
Sun: 11 a.m. -5 p.m.
Mon - Fri: 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sat: 9 a.m. -6 p.m.

L/

Nominate your pet to be Pet of the Week by emailing info@tillsonburgpost.com

WORD SEARCH
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COMING EVENTS

SPONSORED BY

Heritage House Ltd.

21

LOCAL EXPERTS.
PROVEN RESULTS

Q@ 24 HARVEY STREET, TILLSONBURG, ON N4G 338

JUNE

JUNE 26 | 1-4PM

KEN LIGHTHEART AND THE
NORTHSHORE RAMBLERS
Tillsonburg Legion

Cash Bar. $7 admission at the door. All
Welcome!

JUNE 26| 5-6 PM

ROAST BEEF DINNER
Tillsonburg Legion

$18 per person includes mashed potatoes,
gravy, vegetables, buns, desserts, tea, and
coffee and HST. Cash at the door. While
quantities last. All Welcome.

JUNE 27 (RAIN DATE: SUNDAY, JUNE
28) |9AM - 4 PM

FLY DAY & OPEN HOUSE
Tillsonburg Regional Airport, 244411
Airport Road, Tillsonburg

FREE Admission. Come fly with us!

Join us for our June Open House and

Fly Day. We welcome everyone to this
FREE-admission, family-friendly outdoor
event that offers aviation enthusiasts

the opportunity to see our collection of
vintage Harvard aircraft up close, tour our
hangars, explore our restoration projects,
purchase souvenirs, and best of all, go for
a flight! (additional cost for flights). Come
explore North America's largest fleet of
Harvard aircraft and what the volunteers
are doing to keep the history and legacy of
these Second World War warbirds alive.
While pre-booking flight experiences is
not necessary, it is recommended. Contact
crewflights@harvards.com to ensure your
seat! In case of inclement weather, check
our Facebook page for RAIN DATE
updates.

JUNE 28 | DOORS OPEN NOON,
GAMES START 1 PM
CHILDREN'S CANADA DAY
BINGO

Tillsonburg Legion

Free for children ages 5-14 (must be
accompanied by an adult). Door prizes,
bingo prizes, snacks available.

JULY

JULY 17 & 18

BRANTFORD UKULELE
FESTIVAL

Tickets for the 2026 Brantford Ukulele
Festival, set for July 17th and 18th are
going fast! Register before April 17th to
get in on the Early Bird special. Get details
on performers, workshops and more at

CENTURY 21

SMARTER. BOLDER. FASTER

Our experienced team is proud to
help you buy, sell, and invest in
Tillsonburg and the surrounding area.

WE’'RE HERE FOR YOU.

=

MARK BRAMBURGER*
519.550.6275

TAMMY KYLE*
519.983.0967

brantfordukulelesociety.org.

JULY 19| 2 PM

DECORATION DAY

FOR FORESTVILLE
CEMETERIES

Hillcrest Cemetery, 638 Charlotteville
Road 1, Forestville

Rain or shine. Bring your lawn chair,

a friend, and umbrella. Music will be
provided by “Blue Chicory”. Everyone
welcome!

ONGOING CLASSES, CLUBS &
ORGANIZATIONS

3R TUE. OF MONTH | 6:30 - 8:30 PM
CAREGIVER CONNECTION
Revel Realty Woodstock, 111 Huron
Street (Virutal/hyrbid options
available)
Are you worried about your child or youth?
Parents and Caregivers for Mental Health
(PCMH) is here to listen, support, and walk
alongside you on this journey. Our free
Caregiver Connection peer support groups
offer parents and caregivers a community
of support. Can’t make it in person? Join
one of our virtual or hybrid groups! Visit
family.cmho.org or email oxfordcounty@
pcmbh.ca for more information.

STARTS 7 PM

THE TILLSONBURG & DISTRICT
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PRESENTS MUSIC ON THE
LAWN

Annandale N.H.S., 30 Tillson Avenue
JUNE 28 - “Wadley’s Station”

JULY 5 - “Vance Czerwinski”

JULY 12 - “George Fulop”

JULY 19 - “North Shore Ramblers”
JULY 26 - “1962” — Cindy McMaster
AUGUST 2 — “Blue Sky” — Archie
Wright

AUGUST 9 - “ Kickin Kountry”
AUGUST 16 — “North Shore Ramblers”

BEGINNING AT 6:30 PM

AUGUST 23 — “George Fulop”
AUGUST 30 — “Blue Sky” — Archie
Wright

Bring your own lawn chairs. (Music may
be cancelled at short notice due to weather.
Call 226-970-1432 for cancellations.)
Goodwill offering will be taken.

OXFORD COUNTY DIABETES
EDUCATION PROGRAM
Appointments are available at
Alexandra Hospital Ingersoll and
Tillsonburg District Memorial

4
it [
LAURA CURTIS**
519.983.9300

DAVID LAPOINTE*
519.673.7110

e 519.688.0021 | @&

CHRIS DECLARK*
519.983.7000

CHERYL FODY*
519.688.8999

LANCE MACKENZIE* NICHOLAS PAUL*
226.378.0345 519.872.0184

HERITAGEHOUSE.C21.CA

Hospital and by phone

Are you looking for support with your
Diabetes? Our Team of Registered Nurses,
Registered Dietitians and a Social Worker is
here to support YOUR goals. We can help
with medication adjustments, lifestyle and
diet changes, stress management, weight
reduction strategies and more. SELF
REFERRALS ARE WELCOME. Please
call 519-485-9611 to book an appointment.
Let’s work together!

< g
d»

HAZEL KLEMPP*

519.550.9477

CHERYL RAPAI*
226.970.2490 S

MONDAYS | 7 - 9 PM

MODERN SQUARE DANCING IS
FOR YOU!

Thames Valley Dance Club

Looking for something to do in the evening
or something new to try? Modern square
dancing is a great way to learn something
new, have fun, meet new friends, relieve
stress, and get some exercise! All you need
is comfortable shoes and casual clothing.
No experience or partner is required and
anyone over the age of 12 is welcome
(children from 12-15 with an adult, please).
The 2025-2026 season has started at the
Ingersoll Pipe Band Hall, 108 Wonham
St. S. Ingersoll. The first night is free, and
after that the cost is $7.50 per person each
Monday, paid monthly at the start of the
month. For more information, contact Julie
at 519-535-3314.

2NP TUES. OF MONTH (SEPT.TO MAY)
|2-4PM

4™ TUES. OF MONTH (SEPT. TO MAY)
|7-9PM

OXFORD PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Church of the Epiphany, 560 Dundas
Street, Woodstock Ontario N4S 1C7
If you have never belonged to a stamp club,
now's the time. Meet new friends, grow
your knowledge and collection. Contact:
Don Eaton dhfe@silomail.com. Website:
http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford

3R° WED. OF MONTH | 10 AM - NOON
LYNN RIVER PROBUS CLUB
Army, Navy & Air Force Club, Simcoe,
ON. Corner of Water St. and Culver
St. Simcoe. Enter via Culver St.

Our retired and semi-retired members enjoy
diverse interest groups, friendship and
fellowship. We have interesting speakers

at our monthly meetings as well as time to
socialise.

Current and prospective members are
welcome to join us at the Army, Navy & Air
Force Club, Simcoe, which is on the corner
of Water St. and Culver St. Simcoe. Enter
via Culver St. For more information, please
visit our website at: lynnriverprobus239.

EXPECT MORE.

com or email lynnriverprobus239@gmail.
com

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS | 7 - 9 PM
SATURDAYS | 10 AM - 12 PM

LEARN BRAZILIAN JIU-JITSU
(BJJ)

North Broadway Baptist Church
Thanks to donor support, we’ve been

able to purchase mats and uniforms, and
our instructors generously volunteer their
time. This isn’t a business—any donations
go straight back into the program to help
buy more uniforms, mats, and equipment.
If it’s within your means, a $20 monthly
donation helps support the program, but if
not, classes are completely free. Classes
are open to anyone 14 and older. If you’d
like to try a class, please arrive about 15
minutes early to sign waivers and get fitted
for a uniform. Information can be found

at: https://www.northbroadwaychurch.
ca/nbmfa, https://www.facebook.com/
northbroadwaymfa, https://www.instagram.
com/northbroadwaymfa/ Inquires can be
made at: nbmfa@northbroadwaychurch.ca

EVERY OTHER FRIDAY | 1 -4 PM
SPRING INTO THE INGERSOLL
COUNTRY MUSIC JAMBOREE
Masonic Hall, 190 Thames St. S.,
Ingersoll

Join us, walk ins welcome. Qualifications -
love 50-70's country music. Perform, listen,
dance & enjoy! May 1, 15 & 29, June 5 &
19.

FRIDAYS | 1 PM

INTERESTED IN BRIDGE?

JOIN US AT THE TILLSONBURG
DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
Tillsonburg Senior Centre - 45 Hardy
Ave, Tillsonburg

Don’t have a partner? Come anyway and
we will match you up with someone. For
more information, visit their Facebook
page: TburgBridge.

SATURDAYS, JUNE 6 - SEPT. 19| 10
AM - 4 PM

PLATTSVILLE & DISTRICT
HERITAGE SOCIETY

2026 EXHIBIT - HOLIDAYS &
CELEBRATIONS THAT BRING
US TOGETHER

Archive & Museum at Chesterfield,
816661 Oxford Rd 22, Bright (June 20
- visit us at Plattsville 175)
Donations accepted. Refreshments.

For private viewing email
plattsvilledistrictheritage@gmail.com or
call 519.535.1417.
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COMING EVENTS

15T AND 37° TUES. OF MONTH
TILLSONBURG LIONS

The Tillsonburg Lions meet on the 1st
and 3rd Tuesdays. You are invited to their
dinner meetings in the Lion's Den at the
Community Centre. If you are interested
in giving back to your Community
contact Jim at 519 409 0876 for more
information.....all are welcome.

15T WED. OF MONTH | 7 PM
WAGNER MEMORIAL
TEETERVILLE LEGION BRANCH
526 - MEMBERS GENERAL
MEETING

The Wagner Memorial Teeterville
Legion Branch 526 - 3890 Teeterville
Road, Teeterville, ON

Not a member? Contact us to

join. For More Information Call,

the Legion 519-443-5588. www.
teetervillelegionbranch526.ca

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
VOLUNTEER TO HELP AT

ONE OF OUR EVENTS? WE
WELCOME YOU!

The Wagner Memorial, Teeterville
Legion Branch 526 - 3890 Teeterville
Road, Teeterville, ON

You do not need to be a member to
Volunteer, Just contact the legion and leave

your name and number and purpose of
your call. Someone will get back to you as
to where you might be needed. Students
and Adults welcome. Open hours. Wed.-
Fri. 3 pm-10 pm, Sat.1 pm-10 pm,
Sun.1 pm-6 pm. For More Information
call, the Legion at 519-443-5588 or
teetervillelegionbranch526.ca

VON OXFORD SUPPORTIVE
CARE PROGRAMS

Navigating any form of grief can feel
overwhelming; however, with the

right support, guidance, and education,
individuals can discover a pathway to help
in the healing of grief.

VON Oxford Supportive Care Programs
offer assistance for grief stemming from
various circumstances, such as the death

of someone, caregiving, serious illness
diagnoses, and life transitions. Through
education, connection, and compassion, our
programs create a safe space for individuals
to explore their emotions and learn effective
coping mechanisms during the grieving
process.

Contact us today to learn more
about VON Oxford Supportive Care
Programs:

Email: oxford.griefsupport@von.ca
Phone: 1-888-866-7518

All Programs are Free-of-charge.

mmunity Spirit.
poztiliocal News!

PAVEMENT REPAINTING

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Donations from Empire Sealing and Paving and GTK Spray and Wash funded the cost of
paint for reapplying the veteran’s crosswalk design in front of the Tillsonburg Town Cen-
tre. Town works crews applied the paint last week. Checking out the paint job were, from
left, Billy Joe Peidl of Empire Sealing and Paving, Claude Archambault, Legion Padre
Paul Robinson, Legion President Tom Brown CD, Joe Brown, Chris Boldy and Brandon
Knack of GTK Spray and Wash.

Wishing you a

At Norfolk Hearing Clinic, we
understand that your hearing needs
are unigue, and we take a personalized
approach to develop tailored solutions
that fit your lifestyle.

Book your free
hearing test today!

Clinic Services

e Hearing Assessments

e Hearing Aid Options & Advice Atk O ook
e Hearing Aid Repair & Cleaning %'g.‘ -
Pt 3 Y

¢ Wax Removal

Proud to call Norfolk County home — independently
owned and operated, community driven.

226-290-0994

@ Port Rowan - 1035 Bay St
Q@ Port Dover - 413 Main St

(Lower Level)

226-550-1350

@ Simcoe - 185 Robinson St
(Second Floor)

NORFOLK
HEARING

)

nl|"“|ll.glliol,::uc.al|“|||||..m.

norfolkhearing.ca
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTO REPAIR

GEORGE’S
AUTO REPAIR
INC.

Tire Services | Oil Changes
Maintenance & Repairs

519 842-7058 « GEORGESAUTO.CA
10 Bridge St W., Tillsonburg
OPEN MON TO FRI: 8 AM - 5 PM

2026 SPRING LAWN CARE

CONSTRUCTION

OTTER C

CKLELK

CONSTRUCTION
Interior Renovations

Exterior Upgrades
Residential and Commercial

ottercreekconstruction.com

519-983-2008 | dvan.occ @gmail.com
7 McGuire Cres, Tillsonburg

AUTOMOTIVE

HARM'S

AUTOMOTIVE
AUTO REPAIR AND PARTS

406 ON-19, Tillsonburg, ON
519-409-1555
harmsautorepair@gmail.com

HEATING & COOLING

Sales, Service & Installation for all
your heating and cooling needs!

Bill Szucsko & J.P Riches:
(519) 860-1766

admin@tillsonmechanical.ca

CLEANING

Service Team

"WEEKLY OR BI-WEEKLY MOWING
* TRIMMING, EDGING & MULCHING
o AERATING & OVERSEEDING
* SPRING CLEAN-UPS
519-550-6350
haulitforward@outlook.com

PAINTING

LONTEMPORARY

PHINTING AND DES|GN

(548) 788-1189 ="

ContemporaryPaintingandDesign.com
Chris@ContemporaryPaintingandDesign.com

Chris Imhoff
Owner

VINYL WINDOWS L1,

NORTH STAR WINDOWS
VDK WINDOWS & DOORS
PREMIUM VINYL DECKING
MODERN WINDOW COVERING
SIDING & ALUMINUM PRODUCTS
i - 5" EAVESTROUGH
o

RER T WWW.COURTLANDVINYLWINDG

Wolfe's ;%\}Roofi ng
* We’ll Better Any Price! * No Down Payments

* Don’t Pay Until Job Is Completed To Your Satisfaction
* Over 2,500 Completed Homes

[ e
519-842-7215 o =T
jeff.wolfe80@hotmail.com & - :
www.wolfes-roofing.ca ~

OUIZ
ANSWERS

SUDOKU

1. 159 years old
2. North American
Beaver
3. Sir John A. Macdon- 4121316]|1]|5]7]8]9
ald , 6[1]o]7[s]4]s]2]5
4. Rocky Mountains 5lsl7lz213l9l 1162
5. Confederation slalel 5216121~
6. Lacrosse & Hockey
7. Battle of Vimy 21415191 7/6}8]1]3
Ridge 1{7]6]8[4]3]5[9]2
8. 1999 71912)3|6|1]4|5]|8
9. Gord Downie 3|614|5]|9|8]2]7]|1
10. Terry Fox sls[1]4]2]7]9]3]s6

Tillsonburg Post is available for free

in print and online:
www.tillsonburgpost.com

CLASSIFIEDS

TREES

For Sale: Shade Trees; Maples, Oaks, Birch, Beech, Honey
Locusts, Elms, Magnolia, Hydrangea Tree, Tulip Tree, Crab
apples, Ivory Silk Lilac, Chanticleer Pear, Golden Weeping
Willows and more. Apples, Pears, Peaches, Plums, Apricots,
Nectarine, Blueberry, Haskap etc. Lots of healthy strong
Spruce, Cedars and White Pine for your privacy hedges and
windbreaks. Hundred of flowering shrubs.

Reg Hours 7am- 6pm Mon-Sat at Martins Nursery c¢/o Emanuel
Martin. 42661 Orangehill Rd., Wroxeter, ON

OBITUARY

MILTON
BEZZO

It is with great sorrow that
the family of Milton ‘Butch’
Bezzo announce his passing
at home on Sunday June 14,
2026. Butch was born in
Tillsonburg on June 11, 1955
and was predeceased by his
parents Richard Laverne
and Muriel Bezzo. Butch
is survived by his beloved
wife of 47 years, Cindy,
and their children Lexi,
Tanya, and Richard, and
his grandchildren Sadie,
Selena, and Chantal. Butch
is also survived by his sisters Sharon Delaney (the late
Bob Delaney) and Shelley (Terry Veit), as well as several
nieces and nephews.

His suffering is now over and may he rest in peace. He
will always be in our thoughts.

In keeping with Butch’s wishes, there will be no funeral
service. A private family memorial will take place at
a later time. If so desired, memorial donations can
be made to the Ontario SPCA. Wareing Cremation
Setvices, Tillsonbutg has been entrusted with Final
Arrangements. Your messages of remembrance and
condolence may be shared at www.wareingcremation.ca

SHOP gllllgi%%r;ses
LOCAL. o™
SAVE i
LOCAL« e
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ARTHUR EDWARD
FLETCHER

(NOVEMBER 4, 1936 - JUNE 20, 2026)

With his loving wife Norma
and family members by his
side, Arthur Edward Fletcher
passed away peacefully on
* | Saturday, June 20th, 2026,
| at the Tillsonburg District
Memorial ~ Hospital, in
his 90th year. Resident
of Hickory Hills, Wilson
Ave, Tillsonburg, formerly
of Derecham Twp. RR7
Tillsonburg where he proudly
farmed cash crops, eggs,
beef cows and later sheep.
Art was a former member of St. Charles Anglican Church,
Dereham Twp. and later joined the St. Mary’s Roman
Catholic Church, Tillsonburg with his wife Norma. Art
served as a foundational committeeman in the early 1970s
for the Ontario Egg and Fowl Producers Marketing Board
(now known as the Egg Farmers of Ontario) and helped
local producers establish a fair pricing framework.

Art and Norma (Lazo) celebrated their 55th Anniversary in
the TDMH the day before he passed. Much loved father of:
John Marchildon-Fletcher of North York (Ann-Marie) and
their children Liam, Lucas, Quinlan, and Jesse; and (Ed)
Arthur Edward Fletcher of California, U.S.A (Jennifer)
and their children Andrew and Sacha. Art is predeceased
by an infant son Anthony. Dear brother of: Bill Fletcher of
Waterloo (late Kathy) (late Edna); late Wally Fletcher of
Renfrew (Sheila). Lovingly reunited with those who went
before him, and survived by much loved extended family in
Canada, U.S.A and the Philippines.

Friends, former neighbours, and relatives will be received
by the family on Friday, June 26th, 2026, from 2:00 to 4:00
p-m. and 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., in the Maurice J. Vethoeve
Funeral Homes Chapel, 262 Broadway, Tillsonburg.
A Complete Funeral Mass of Christian Burial will be
held on Saturday, June 27th, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. at the St.
Mary’s R.C. Church, 51 Venison St. West, Tillsonbutg,
by Rev. Fr. Seejo John. Cremation to follow. Interment
on a future date in the Fletcher Family Plot at St. Charles
Anglican Cemetery, Dereham Twp. Everyone who knew
Art may share their favourite memories and photos,
express personal condolences, and, in lieu of flowers,
make memorial donations to “St. Mary’s R.C. Church -
Building Fund” or to the “Tillsonburg Disttict Memorial
Hospital Foundation” via Art’s online tribute page at www.
verhoevefuneralhomes.com or by contacting the Maurice J.
Verhoeve Funeral Homes, Tillsonburg (519) 842-4238, who
have been entrusted with all funeral arrangements, with
confidence.

The family wishes to express sincere thanks to the Doctors,
Nurses, PSW’s and Staff at Tillsonburg District Memorial
Hospital for their kindness, compassion and caring service.

Tillsonburg Post
is available for
Jreeinprint

and online:
tillsonburgpost.com

LYLE FREDERICK
ROOKE

(JULY 29, 1936 - JUNE 18, 2026)

Passed away, peacefully at
Woodstock General Hospital,
on Thursday, June 18th, 2026,
with loving family by his side,
Lyle Frederick Rooke, in his
90th year. Born in Mount
Elgin, son of the late James A.
(“Fred”) Rooke and the late
former Hazel (McDonald)
Rooke. Lyle’s family was his
pride and joy in life. He was
{id E /| the much-loved husband of
W] 6] years of Mary (Fewster)

— 1 Rooke. Loving father and
father-in-law of: Jim Rooke (Moya) and children: Aideen,
Keelin, all of Dublin, Ireland; David Rooke (Sherri), of
Mount Elgin and children: Maggie (Tyler), Kurtis (Katie),
Tyler (Sommer); Gayle (Jeff Kindurys) and children:
Owen, Aiden, all of Oxford Centre. Lovingly remembered
by his brother Stuart Rooke, of Tillsonburg (late wife
Dorothy, 2025), as well as by several nieces, nephews and
cousins. Brother-in-law to Barb (Raymond) Freeman, Carol
Anderson and Dawne Fewster. Predeceased by brothers-in-
law: Jaques Anderson, Bill Fewster and Arnold Fewster and
sister-in-law Dorothy Rooke.

Lyle was a dedicated dairy then cash crop farmer for many
years at his Mount Elgin homestead. As alifelong resident of
the Mount Elgin area, Lyle was invested in his community.
Lyle proudly served as the Dereham District Lions Club
Charter President (1978) and served as the club’s Treasurer
for well over 30 years. Lyle was the honoured recipient of
the Melvin Jones Fellowship (2008 - 09). Lyle was a 50 plus
year member of the Dereham Lodge, No. 624. He was a
dedicated member of the Mount Elgin United Church,
having served on all church committees for over 60 years. He
was also a dedicated Delmer Cemetery Board member. Lyle
will be remembered for his dedication to his community and
as a wonderful husband, father, grandfather, brother and
friend to many.

Friends, neighbours and relatives were invited to attend
public visitation on Sunday, June 21, 2026, between 5:00
and 8:00 p.m. and Monday, June 22, between 10:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m. in the Maurice J. Verhoeve Funeral Homes
Chapel, 262 Broadway, Tillsonburg. A Funeral Service
to Celebrate Lyle’s Life was conducted on Monday, June
22nd at 11:00 a.m., in the funeral home chapel, by Pastor
Lori Minler, of Mount Elgin United Church. Interment
followed in Delmer Cemetety. Everyone who knew Lyle is
invited to share favourite memories and photos, express
personal condolences or contribute memorial donations to
“Mount Elgin United Church” or to the “Dereham Centre
Community Hall” via Lyle’s online tribute page at www.
verhoevefuneralhomes.com or by contacting the Mautrice J.
Verhoeve Funeral Homes - Burial and Cremation Setvices
Inc. (519) 842-4238, which has been entrusted with all
funeral arrangements, with confidence.

= g

EDITH
SULKOWSKI

(JULY 14, 1932 - JUNE 17, 2026)

Edith Sulkowski,
affectionately known
as  “Nana” passed
away peacefully under
4 the wonderful care
of Caressant Care
Courtland on June 17th
2026 at the age of 93.
Born on July 14, 1932
in Sheffield England to
Jack and Ester Vessey.
Sister to 3 brothers
(Mac, Ray & Gerald)
and 4 sisters (Joan,
Connie, Sheila & Joyce). She remained a proud British
citizen all her life but left England with her new husband,
a Polish Royal Air Force Pilot Czeslaw Sulkowski Sr.to
start a new chapter in Canada. She was married July 15,
1950 in Nottingham England. Edith was predeceased by
her beloved husband Czeslaw of 59 years who passed
away Oct. 15th 2009 at the age of 92. She leaves behind
a family of 4. Ches (Cathy) Natalie (Bob) Steve & Deb
(Mike). Cherished Nana to 10 Grandchildren - Andrew
(Christy) Tony (Raquel), Joey (Ang), Lindsay (Jay), Carly
(Mike) Steve, Bryson, Lauren, Nicolas (Emma) Caley
(Jeff). Great Grandmother to 15 great Grandchildren -
Jacob (Crystal), Ben, Matt, Julia, Sam, Olivia, Lenie,
Camila, Dayne, Nate, Everly, Poppy, Austin, Tyler, Ryker.

Family was at the heart of everything important to
“Nana”. She created a home always filled with warmth,
food, kindness and unconditional love. She had the gift
of making everyone feel welcome and her smile and
positivity could brighten every room. Just ask her friends
and caregivers at Caressant Care.

The family would like to thank all who loved and
cared for Edith. Especially the amazing and wonderful
staff at Caressant Care Courtland and the Tillsonburg
Transitional Care Unit staff. You made her feel special.
Thank you Dr. Dockx , Alex, Tracey, Nancy, Deb, Gus
and all the many Nurses, PSW’s other staff - all too many
to mention by names. Your compassion, love and care
was truly appreciated by all in our family. She was very
comfortable and happy in her final yeat.

Cremation has taken place. She will be reunited with
Czeslaw in Tillsonburg Cemetery. The family will
celebrate her life at a later date. Instead of flowers
please consider a donation to the “Tillsonburg
Salvation Army” via Edith’s online tribute page at www.
verhoevefuneralhomes.com or by contacting the Maurice
J. Verhoeve Funeral Homes - Burial and Cremation
Services Inc., Tillsonburg (519) 842-4238.
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CANADA DAY CLEARANCE DEALS

CANADIAN
TIRE

CANVAS BELWOOD
OUTDOOR DINING
CHAIRS - SET OF 2

ool el

SAVE 60%

REG $499.99
SKU 88-0541 (2 SETS LEFT)

RENFREW PATIO
ARMCHAIR WITH OTTOMAN

SALE

$4 99:-93 h
= |

SAVE $330

REG $529.99
SKU 88-2041 (3 LEFT)

DELTA GRENVILLE,
BRUSHED NICKEL,
KITCHEN FAUCET

SALE [ a
16992

HALF PRICE

REG $329.99
SKU 63-8949 (4 LEFT)

SWING PLAYCENTRE
SALE

$299-93 f

SAVE $500

REG $799.99
SKU 184-1928 (3 LEFT)

SUPERDEKER PRO ICE-

HOCKEY TRAINING SYSTEM

SALE

SAVE $150
REG $449.99
SKU 183-0700 (12 LEFT)

7 STATION METAL SWING
SET

SALE

$ 1 2993_~-—1

SAVE 57%

REG $299.99
SKU 84-7626 (2 LEFT)

VERMONT CASTINGS,
ELECTRIC 3 BURNER BBQ

SALE

$299-9%

SAVE $400

REG $699.99

SKU 85-3188 (ONE LEFT)

PLUM SWING SET &
CLIMBING CENTRE

SALE

51 49-91% \

= F
SAVE $350
REG $499.99
SKU 184-1398 (2 LEFT)

KID KRAFT ARBOUR CRAFT | SIMCOE JUMBO OFFSET

Vg 4 \

PATIO UMBRELLA, 13 FT X 11 FT
SALE

$399.93

SAVE 65% I

REG $1199.99
SKU 188-0394 (ONE LEFT)

DYSON SUPERSONIC
HAIR DRYER

SALE

$379.93

TH YA

SAVE $200

REG $579.99
SKU 43-9611 (9 LEFT)

FISHER PRICE LAUGH &
LEARN PLAYHOUSE

SALE

s

SAVE 65%

REG $149.99
SKU 150-1091 (7 LEFT)

MIELE CX1 HARDFLOOR

BAGLESS CANNISTER W

VACUUM
SALE

$349.93

SAVE $600

REG $949.99
SKU 43-7180 (ONE LEFT)

CAMPING TENT
SALE

$29993 Y

| LIMITED QUANTITIES - WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

CLOSED WEDNESDAY, JULY 1°7

WOODS VARDO 6-PERSON

S )

SAVE $330

REG $629.99
SKU 76-6537 (2 LEFT)

HOOVER CORDLESS
CARPET CLEANER
SALE

4
HALF PRICE

REG $399.99
SKU 43-7106 (4 LEFT)

MASTERCRAFT 20V

SALE

$199:93

SAVE $470

REG $669.99
SKU 499-2198 (2 LEFT)

SIMONIZ CORDLESS
POLISHER

SALE

$99.93¢

SAVE $280

REG $379.99
SKU 39-6530 (2 LEFT)

CORDLESS LAWN MOWER

/

SARIS MAGNETIC INDOOR
CYCLING TRAINER

SALE

$49.93

SAVE 84%

REG $314.99
SKU 73-0525 (1 LEFT)

DELONGHI TRUEBREW
AUTOMATIC COFFEE
MAKER WITH GRINDER

SALE

$299.93

HALF PRICE

REG $599.99
SKU 43-0986 (2 LEFT)

BISSELL REVOLUTION
HYDROSTEAM DEEP CLEANER

SALE '

$299-93

SAVE $200

REG $499.99
SKU 43-7133 (2 LEFT)

CHAMPION GAS-POWERED
GENERATOR, 3650W

SALE

$599.93 :

SAVE $250

REG $649.99
SKU 399-7753 (ONE LEFT)

A | 7/

NOMA HARDFLOOR
WET CLEANER VAC

SALE 0

$4 99:-93 J

1

SAVE $240

REG $439.99
SKU 43-7198 (2 LEFT)

VISIT OUR STORE OR GO
ONLINE FOR OUR FULL FLYER
AND THOUSANDS OF OTHER
ITEMS ON SALE. ONLINE
ORDERS USUALLY READY FOR
PICK UP IN 30 MINUTES!

STAINLESS STEEL PATIO
HEATER, PROPANE FUELLED

SALE

| s9g-93 ¥

SAVE 60%

REG $249.99
SKU 85-1594 (9 LEFT)

DELONGHI DEDICA ARTE
ESPRESSO MAKER

SALE oy o

$199-93 %
=

HALF PRICE

REG $399.99
SKU 43-0115 (2 LEFT)

248 BROADWAY,
TILLSONBURG
- (519) 842-5926

canadiantire.ca

DYSON HUMIDIFIER,
WHITE

SALE

$299-93

1

e

Y

by

HALF PRICE

REG $599.99
SKU 499-0168 (ONE LEFT)

SALTON PIZZADESSO
PIZZA OVEN

SALE

I $484-93

HALF PRICE

REG $369.99
SKU 499-1909 (2 LEFT)

CANADIAN
TIRE



