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Thick wildfire smoke drifting into 
southern Ontario from forest fires 
in northwestern Ontario forced the 
Township of Wilmot to postpone events, 
move programming indoors and adjust 

outdoor work schedules as air quality de-
teriorated between July 15 and 17.

Environment and Climate Change 
Canada issued an orange-level air qual-
ity warning for Huron and Perth on July 
15 as smoke blanketed much of southern 
Ontario, creating hazardous conditions 
for people spending extended periods 

outdoors. 
While the township reported no major 

disruptions to municipal operations, of-
ficials took several precautionary mea-
sures to protect staff and residents.

"Township staff were advised to re-
duce time outdoors where possible, take 

There are many good seats available with 
one month remaining to file nominations pa-
pers in upcoming municipal-election races. 

Martin Horak is a University of Western 
Ontario (UWO) professor and an expert in 
the field of local politics, and he said there are 
several reasons why so few people run for of-
fice including what he called the incumbency 
advantage.

“Incumbents have a huge advantage at 
the polls and it’s very substantial,” said 
Horak, associate professor and director at the 
school’s  Centre for Urban Policy and Local 
Governance. “In small places where we don’t 
have political parties, name recognition mat-
ters. A lot of people tend to vote for the folks 
who are familiar unless they are really unhap-
py with them.”

Horak said the situation often leads to the 
same people being voted into office for long 
periods of time and discourages others from 
putting their hat in the ring. He added it’s also 
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Wildfire smoke prompts cancellations, 
schedule changes across Wilmot

A smoky morning sunrise was captured by Mario Coniglio from the Mike Schout Wetlands on July 16 and shared to the Show Us Your 
Wilmot Facebook page.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF SHOW US YOUR WILMOT)

FOOD BANK DONATIONS NEEDEDFOOD BANK DONATIONS NEEDED  FOOD BANK DONATIONS NEEDED 
COLD CEREAL, CANNED TOMATOES, KRAFT DINNER, PEANUT BUTTER,COLD CEREAL, CANNED TOMATOES, KRAFT DINNER, PEANUT BUTTER,

JUICE BOXES, SNACKS FOR KIDS,JUICE BOXES, SNACKS FOR KIDS,  
FRESH GARDEN PRODUCE MOST WELCOMED!FRESH GARDEN PRODUCE MOST WELCOMED!

COLD CEREAL, CANNED TOMATOES, KRAFT DINNER, PEANUT BUTTER,
JUICE BOXES, SNACKS FOR KIDS, 

FRESH GARDEN PRODUCE MOST WELCOMED!

Unit 1-175 Waterloo St., 
New Hamburg ON N3A 1S3

519-662-2731
wilmotwellesleyrc.ca



2 Thursday, July 23, 2026 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

more frequent breaks, pace their work and 
report any air quality-related concerns," 
deputy CAO Harold O'Krafka said.

One of the most visible impacts was the 
postponement of the Castle Concert Series 
performance at Castle Kilbride, which 
had been scheduled for the evening of 
Thursday, July 16. 

Township-run day camps also shifted 
activities indoors as a precaution, while 
sports organizations and user groups were 
given the option to cancel field bookings 
without penalty.

"All users cancelled on Wednesday, and 
most cancelled on Thursday," O'Krafka 
said.

The poor air quality also prompted 

changes for township crews working 
outdoors.

"Operational impacts were minimal. 
Some outdoor tasks were rescheduled and 
indoor work was prioritized where possi-
ble," O'Krafka said.

No other significant impacts were re-
ported by the township.

The smoke affected communities across 
much of southern Ontario as Environment 
Canada warned that increasing smoke con-
centrations also increased health risks. The 
smoky conditions coincided with a period 
of extreme heat, creating additional chal-
lenges for people working and exercising 
outdoors.

According to local public health units, 

wildfire smoke can affect everyone's 
health, but older adults, young children, 
pregnant people, individuals with chronic 
heart or lung conditions, people experienc-
ing housing insecurity and those who work 
outdoors are at greater risk. 

Health officials advised residents to mon-
itor for symptoms such as coughing, throat 
irritation, shortness of breath, dizziness 
and chest pain, reduce strenuous outdoor 
activity when the Air Quality Health Index 
reaches high-risk levels, stay hydrated and 
seek cleaner indoor air whenever possible. 
Well-fitting N95 respirators can also help 
reduce exposure to fine smoke particles 
when time outdoors is unavoidable. 

University of Waterloo air-quality expert 

Dr. Rebecca Saari said wildfire smoke can 
cause immediate respiratory symptoms, 
including coughing, headaches and irrita-
tion of the eyes, nose and throat. She noted 
people with respiratory or cardiovascular 
conditions, along with children and older 
adults, are at increased risk of more seri-
ous health effects.

Smoke from large wildfires can travel 
thousands of kilometres, meaning com-
munities far from active fires can still ex-
perience dangerous air quality for several 
days.

By Friday, air quality across southwest-
ern Ontario had begun to improve, allow-
ing postponed activities to resume and 
outdoor programming to return to normal.

Continued from page 1

Wildfire smoke prompts cancellations, schedule 
changes across Wilmot

very difficult to get people to run for office 
and the pay municipal politicians receive 
also acts as a barrier.

“They typically come with small hon-
orariums, people have other things to do 
and these days, politicians face a lot of 
public criticism and even abuse, and peo-
ple know that. It can be really hard to get 
folks to run for that reason as well.”

In East Zorra-Tavistock (EZT) there is 
only one registered candidate for the posi-
tion of mayor and also just one for the dep-
uty-mayor spot. There are no candidates 
for Ward 1, which has two councillors 
elected, while Ward 3 has a single candi-
date. The only race is in Ward 2 where two 
residents have put their names forward.

Wilmot Township is in a bit better sit-
uation with three candidates running for 
mayor. Three of the four wards have a sin-
gle councillor elected with no candidates 
registered in Ward 2 and one in wards one 
and three. Two people have filed papers for 
Ward 4 where two councillors are elected.

In Perth East, two candidates have regis-
tered for the mayor’s position and one for 
deputy-mayor. Not a single candidate has 
filed for each of the four wards where one 
councillor is elected in each. It is interest-
ing to note that not a single candidate has 
filed nomination papers in the municipali-
ty since June 6. 

Horak said many smaller municipalities 
in Ontario and Quebec see incumbents 
re-elected on a regular basis and they are 
often acclaimed as no one runs against 
them. He added anyone attempting to de-
feat an incumbent may need to get their 
chequebook out.

“It doesn’t matter if (incumbents) spend 
money or not, they have the same likeli-
hood of winning again. For non-incum-
bents, the spending can make a difference. 
It doesn’t necessarily overcome the in-
cumbency advantage but in order to win, 
non-incumbents do have to spend money 
and mobilize volunteers whereas those in 
office can usually coast into re-election.”    

Nearly one in every 11 municipal candi-
dates in Ontario was acclaimed in the 2022 
election. About 8.7 per cent of all candi-
dates won their seats without opposition, 
up from 7.2 per cent in 2018, according 
to the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario. 

Thirty-two of Ontario's 444 municipali-
ties had entire councils acclaimed, mean-
ing no municipal election was required in 
those communities. They all had popula-
tions under 10,000 and 22 were located in 
northern Ontario.

EZT had the most acclaimed municipal 
candidates in 2022 with three, while Perth 
East had one and Wilmot had none.

Horak said there are some solutions to 
get more people on the ballot for munici-
pal elections

“You can increase remuneration, but 
people are often reluctant to go down that 
road. I chaired the council compensation 
task force here in London last year and 
we recommended a significant salary in-
crease, partly to attract really good quality 
people to run, but the public didn’t like it.”

He added more people tend to run in 
places where good local media coverage 
exists and people actually know what’s 
happening at the municipal government 
level. The same can be said in municipali-
ties where a scandal has occurred.

“People then sense an opportunity when 
there is a lot of attention being paid to a 
race. It brings out not only candidates, but 
more voters.”

Horak noted there are some countries 
which have made voting mandatory, in-
cluding Australia. 

Voter turnout during the 2022 election 
was much higher locally than the provin-
cial average, which sat at 32.9 per cent.  

See graphic pictured below.
The nomination period ends on Aug. 21 

at 2 p.m.

Continued from page 1

Several area municipal spots up for grabs with 30 
days left to file

University of Western Ontario (UWO) profes-
sor Martin Horak said more municipal politi-
cians are being acclaimed during elections 
as fewer people across the province put 
their name on ballots.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF UWO)
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Over 200 people turned out on July 
15 to ask questions about the future 
Homelessness Support Centre (HSC) in 
Woodstock. 

Planning for the former YMCA on 
Dundas Street is in its infancy, meaning 
there were many more questions than an-
swers. Residents were allowed to submit 
questions beforehand and during the meet-
ing on paper, but there was no live mi-
crophone for attendees. The meeting was 
facilitated by Vink Consulting at a cost of 
$4,500.  

“The purpose of this session is to share 
information about the county’s vision 
about the future (HSC), answer questions, 
hear concerns and considerations that may 
help inform the future development and 
operation,” said Jody Ball, the meeting’s 
lead facilitator. “

The question-and-answer session last-
ed more than an hour, with the first ques-
tion focusing on community safety once 
the facility opens to people experiencing 
homelessness.

“We are planning to have 24/7 secu-
rity on site. There will also be standards 
on site for the future operator to ensure 
safety is the number one priority, which is 
certainly the focus for us at the county,” 
said Rebecca Smith, the county’s director 
of human services. “We are also looking 
at some design-related things. Obviously, 
there will have to be some interior work 
we have to provide, which will be interior 
cameras, surveillance as well as controlled 
entryways.”

The new HSC is expected to open 
in 2027 and will replace the current 
three-shelter system. It will serve residents 
from across Oxford who are unhoused or 
at risk of becoming homeless. Health-care 
support services, along with other commu-
nity supports, are proposed on site. The 
county will eventually be issuing a request 
for proposal to find an operator. 

Oxford County Warden Marcus Ryan 
said despite the lack of a plan for when the 
centre opens, he was pleased with how the 
event went.

“The questions were excellent. I total-
ly agree that there are many, many unan-
swered questions because the HSC is a 
year away from opening, and our intention 
of the public meeting was to get input from 
residents before we answer questions. 
Council does not want the services and site 
design finalized without public input.”

Ryan added the format of evening was 

the right choice, despite some participants’ 
frustration.

“We offered opportunities for questions 
to be submitted before or during the meet-
ing, either electronically or handwritten 
on paper. This gave the most options for 
people to submit whenever and however 
they were comfortable. In my experience 
in public meetings, many residents are re-
luctant to speak publicly and wary of hav-
ing a negative reaction to their comments, 
and so don’t participate. We wanted to get 
maximum participation.” 

Grant Haven Media reached out to 
each member of county council for their 
thoughts, including East Zorra-Tavistock 
Mayor Phil Schaefer.

“I was in attendance for the entire meet-
ing Wednesday night. The warden’s re-
sponse sums up my feelings regarding the 
meeting,” Schaefer said.

Not all council members praised how 
the evening went. Woodstock city and 
Oxford County Coun. Deb Tait criticized 
the format.

“This was not a public meeting. It was 
a public orchestration designed to limit 
real public input and to insulate the elect-
ed councillors who supported this shelter 
location from any accountability to the 
public. Those that supported and voted for 
this location were not at the front; a staff 
person was made to answer all questions, 
not any of the elected people that support-
ed it.”

Smith did most of the talking during the 
meeting and was joined at the front of the 
room by Anthony Dolcetti, manager of 
housing and homelessness, Mike Amy, 
manager of facilities and fleet, and Jillaine 
Blair, manager of outpatient mental health 
and addictions at Woodstock Hospital. 

Tait added the site will have a huge 
impact on the public and the City of 
Woodstock.  

“This location is going to cost millions 
of dollars to renovate and will have a di-
rect impact on every single taxpayer in 
Oxford County. In Woodstock, the public 
will bear not only the cost of the building 
but also the extra costs because of the lo-
cation on our main street. The hardest hit 
will be those businesses and homes closest 
to this location, all done with zero public 
input or public consultation. Anytime you 
are using taxpayers' money, it should be 
done in complete transparency.”

The meeting and more details on the 
HSC are available at https://speakup.
oxfordcounty.ca/homelessness-support. 
Updates will also be provided on the same 
web page.

No shortage of criticism 
and support after Oxford 
County’s homelessness 
centre public meeting
Some attendees frustrated at format and lack of 
answers while most elected officials were pleased
LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter
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The opposition to Wilmot’s Petersburg 
water project is mounting as some resi-
dents are crying foul at being forced to 
hook up to a water system they don’t want 
or need.

Tanya and Dwayne King wanted to join 
the municipal system six years ago but 
were not allowed, as they were on the 
opposite side of the road from the water 
connection. 

“We then had to have a well installed at 
a cost of $17,000 plus tax. Then we had to 
get the pump and all the stuff in the house, 
which was about another $4,000 and an 
iron filter,” said Dwayne King.

“We’re still paying that off right now on 
a line of credit because we didn’t have that 
kind of money lying around. Now, we are 
being told we are obligated to pay for this. 
They should have enough money to cover 
their own water problems.”

The couple said they have been told their 
portion of the connection would tentative-
ly be just under $26,000. 

“It doesn’t make sense why one property 
a street behind us and one up the road is 
not being forced to join,” said Tanya King.

“This would significantly bring down 
the total cost if this is where the region/
township is wanting to go. It doesn’t make 
sense to have private well owners pay 
when we already have sourced our own 
water systems.”

The pair have started a petition, and 
those opposed have met to discuss next 
steps to advocate for themselves.

“I have spoken with a few other resi-
dents and there seems to be a lot of buzz 

around people not supporting this project 
and the amount of money that residents 
will be out. We don’t need it and we didn’t 
ask for it,” Tanya King added.

The couple feel if they are going to be 
forced into the water system, they should 
be compensated for the money they spent 
on their well. The cost of the work can 
be financed at a low interest rate over 25 
years, but they said that doesn’t make it 
any easier for them.

“This isn’t just about money. It’s about 
choice, fairness and having a voice in de-
cisions that directly impact our homes and 
livelihoods,” said Tanya King.

Both Tanya and Dwayne King are small 
business owners, something that makes 
the potential burden even tougher to deal 
with.

“I own a guitar shop and I’ll tell you, 
with the present government and the re-
cession we are in, my shop isn’t doing the 
best right now. We’re still recovering from 
COVID,” said Dwayne King.

In addition to the payment to the town-
ship, homeowners would have to hire a 
company to perform the actual hookup 
to the municipal system. That bill would 
come in somewhere around the $4,000 
mark. 

The Gazette was provided a written 
statement from the township’s director of 
infrastructure services. 

“In 2024, the Ministry of the 
Environment, Climate and Parks (MECP) 
ordered the Region of Waterloo and the 
Township of Wilmot to assume responsi-
bility for a private drinking water system 
known as the Knipfel Private Drinking 
Water System,” wrote Ken VanderWal.

Petersburg residents push back on possible forced water hookup
Couple cries foul after installing new well

Tanya and Dwayne King are pictured in front of their well cap. The pair recently spent over 
$17,000 on the well and aren’t in favour of being forced to hook up to a future water service 
in Petersburg.

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Continued on page 5
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10-year-old killed in 
Wellesley Township collision

A 10-year-old girl has died following a 
collision between a vehicle and pedestri-
an in Wellesley Township.

According to Waterloo Regional 
Police, on July 16 at approximately 7:50 
p.m., emergency services responded to 
reports of a collision between a van and 
a pedestrian on Ament Line near Road 
116, northwest of Linwood.

The 10-year-old girl was transport-
ed to an out-of-region hospital with 

life-threatening injuries. She later died 
as a result of her injuries.

The driver of the Chevrolet van, a 
71-year-old Huron County male, was not 
injured in the collision. 

The road was closed for several hours 
for the investigation and has since been 
reopened. 

The investigation is continuing.
Anyone who witnessed the collision 

or has dash camera footage is asked to 
contact Waterloo Regional Police at 519-
570-9777 ext. 8856.

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF
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Waterloo Regional Police 
respond to serious collision 
in Wellesley Township

Waterloo Regional Police continue to 
investigate a serious collision that oc-
curred in Wellesley Township last week.

According to police, on July 17 at ap-
proximately 9:15 a.m., officers responded 
to reports of a collision on Kressler Road 
and Erbsville Road, west of Erbsville.

Through the investigation, police say 
the driver of a Toyota SUV was travelling 
west on Kressler Road and had slowed 
to make a left turn onto Erbsville Road 
when the vehicle was struck from behind 
by a Chevrolet pickup truck. As a result 
of the collision, the Chevrolet rolled onto 
its side.

The driver of the Chevrolet, a 52-year-
old man from Wellington County, was 
transported by Ornge air ambulance to 
an out-of-region hospital with serious 
injuries. A 17-year-old female passenger 
was transported to a local hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries. 

The driver of the Toyota, a 52-year-old 
Waterloo woman, was transported to a 
local hospital with non-life-threatening 
injuries. 

The intersection was closed for several 
hours for the investigation.

Anyone who witnessed the collision or 
has dash camera footage is asked to con-
tact Waterloo Regional Police at 519-570-
9777 ext. 8856.

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF
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“Prior to this date, the oversight of this 
system was through the MECP, not the 
township and the region. Due to the condi-
tion of the private system, upgrades were 
required, which the township has proposed 
to fund through local improvement charges 
as outlined by the Province of Ontario.”

The township said it is looking to mini-
mize the impacts on residents by incorpo-
rating a road reconstruction project in con-
junction with the watermain project.  

“The funding for the road portion of the 
project is covered from the general tax 
base and was already considered within 
the budget,” VanderWal said.

As for the petition being started by 
the Kings, it could carry some weight. It 
would be valid if it is signed by a majority 
of the owners representing at least half of 
the value of the lots liable to be specially 
charged for the work. In this case, the local 
improvement is proposed for 85 lots, 62 of 
which are currently connected to the sys-
tem. The final date to receive this petition 
is Aug. 9.

VanderWal said the existing 62 lots will 
be connected to the new system as part of 
the work. For the remaining 23 properties, 
a water service will be provided at the 
property line. The lots will not be forced 
to abandon their existing wells at this time 

to connect to the municipal system.
“All provisions for the connection will 

be available. Should the resident wish to 
connect during construction, we would 
work with the property owner to connect 
to the municipal system.”

Staff will be returning to council to 
bring forward a bylaw with a final actual 
cost next year or in 2028, depending on 
the construction schedule. It will not begin 
until the petition period has passed.  

“Should a successful petition be re-
ceived, the project will be paused and 
staff will bring forward a recommendation 
to council to either appeal to the Ontario 
Land Tribunal or the Minister of Health 
and Long-Term Care,” VanderWal added.

Wilmot Ward 2 Coun. Kris Wilkinson 
said the issue is a complex one.

“I’ve met with many residents to hear 
their concerns and I’ll continue meet-
ing with residents throughout this pro-
cess. I’m happy to answer questions re-
lated to the Petersburg water project, the 
Petersburg municipal drain and the Local 
Improvement Charge process.”

He added he will explain the procedure 
as best as he can.

“How it may affect your property and 
listen to your feedback. This is a compli-
cated matter, so please don’t hesitate to 
reach out.”

Continued from page 4

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN 
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CONTACT HEATHER DUNBAR AT 
226.261.1837 OR HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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The Thames Valley District School 
Board is facing a $22.1-million deficit as 
it faces dwindling enrolment and potential 
job cuts.

The board is proposing to reduce full-
time staff by 150 compared to last year. 
The Thames Valley District School Board 
(TVDSB) is facing another year of diffi-
cult financial decisions with a draft bud-
get forecasting a $22.1-million deficit and 
more than 150 fewer full-time positions 
compared with last year’s staffing levels.

The board says the changes are largely 
driven by declining enrolment and shifting 
student needs, but education workers warn 
the reductions will add pressure to already 
stretched staff.

Among the proposed reductions are near-
ly 30 early childhood educator positions. 
The board says those changes are tied to an 
expected decline in student numbers.

Trustees at the board have been shut out 
of its operations since April 23, 2025. The 
province took over and appointed Paul 
Boniferro as supervisor six days later. 
Oxford County trustee Dave Cripps said 
there are a few reasons for the board’s per-
ilous economic picture.

“I’m reasonably sure the deficit is made 
up of the increase in Canada Pension Plan 

contributions the federal government im-
plemented a few years ago that the prov-
ince didn’t fund; our transportation costs 
because our board is so rural and has been 
overbudget for a number of years. Unless 
we stop taking kids to school, there’s no 
way to fix that.”

He added the third problem area is spe-
cial education and the monetary problems 
it has posed.

“Our board of trustees was hugely sup-
portive of it, and I suspect the supervisor 
has gotten in there and realized there’s not 
a lot of wiggle room.” 

Special education was one of the biggest 
financial pressures identified in the provin-
cial investigation of the TVDSB. The in-
vestigators did not conclude the board was 
overspending because of mismanagement 
in special education. Instead, they found 
the board was providing services beyond 
what provincial funding covered, resulting 
in recurring deficits. 

The Thames Valley District School 
Board's special education program has 
recorded annual deficits ranging from $2 
million to $7.7 million since 2020. Staffing 
accounted for nearly all of the program's 
costs, with about 96 per cent of special 
education spending in 2024-2025 going 
toward salaries and benefits, according to 
the provincial investigation.

Cripps said there are no other ways for 

boards of education to generate revenue 
other than provincial funding. He added 
the current system sets the board up for 
failure.

“When there is an increase in payroll the 
board has no control over, if the province 
does not fund it, I’m not sure what the ex-
pectations are of what the board could do 
with that. It comes down to looking at the 
three areas I mentioned and realizing how 
important they are and funding the proper 
level.”  

Each school board across Ontario is dis-
tinctive and has its own unique funding 
demands, something Cripps said should be 
taken into account when funding decisions 
are made. 

“It’s not so much about modifying the 
funding formula, per se, but funding to 
the relevant areas of importance to each 
board. There are very large differences be-
tween Toronto and Oxford County. There 
are differences between the Thames Valley 
board and northern Ontario. There is no 
one-size-fits-all solution here.”

Mary Henry is president of CUPE Local 
4222 and said her members are already 
overworked due to fewer staff.

“A lot of it has to do with the funding 
cuts that are not being provided by the 
Ford government, which is, if you ask me, 
neglect.”

Despite the cuts, the TVDSB board said 

the draft budget does include investments 
in areas where student needs are growing, 
including 18 additional educational assis-
tants, 12 of those in special education. The 
board said it is forecasting 2,800 fewer 
students.

Henry added if the board is attempting 
to reduce its deficit, they need to examine 
other areas instead of where students need 
the most support.

“When you calculate the math, one su-
perintendent’s salary could pay for four or 
more support staff working directly with 
students.”

The draft budget is expected to be ap-
proved sometime in August. The effect on 
schools in Oxford County is not yet clear.

The London District Catholic School 
Board is facing a $3.7-million deficit and 
is considering a series of spending reduc-
tions for the 2026-2027 school year.

Proposed measures include reducing the 
number of school bus monitors, cutting 
spending on computers, scaling back pro-
fessional development opportunities for 
staff and teachers, and lowering sick-time 
costs.

The board is also reviewing its special 
education programs to identify potential 
efficiencies while maintaining required 
supports for students.

TVDSB faces over $20 million deficit amid staff 
reductions and declining enrolment
Oxford trustee lays blame on  underfunding
LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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Stephanie Goertz says she is running 
for mayor because she believes Wilmot 
Township needs stronger leadership, more 
meaningful public engagement and a 
clearer long-term vision for the future.

The Petersburg resident and founder 
of Grassroots Response to the Ukrainian 
Crisis, a provincial non-profit that helps 
rehouse and integrate Ukrainian refugees, 
will challenge incumbent Mayor Natasha 
Salonen in the Oct. 26 municipal election.

Goertz said her decision to run was 
driven by concerns over the township's 
direction, particularly when it comes to 
growth, farmland protection and public 
consultation.

"As a mom with two children and fam-
ily in Wilmot Township, I want a positive 
future for our community," Goertz said. 
"We're in a rural area, and (it’s about) pro-
tecting farmland and water, but then also 
making sure we have housing that is the 
right size and the scale for our rural area.

"I didn't see us moving in the right di-
rection, so I decided it was time for me to 
put my hat in for mayor because I believe 
strongly that our township needs a stron-
ger mayor and someone who has the abili-
ty to listen to the community and value the 
community's voice."

Goertz said her experience leading 
Grassroots Response to the Ukrainian 
Crisis has prepared her for municipal lead-
ership. What began as a local communi-
ty group has grown into a provincewide 
organization that has helped house more 
than 1,900 Ukrainian refugees through 

host families, transitional housing and 
partnerships with churches, service clubs 
and other non-profits.

She said the role has given her experi-
ence managing staff, writing grants, over-
seeing housing projects and bringing di-
verse groups together to solve community 
challenges.

"It's about creating engagement, creating 
this conversation," Goertz said. "When de-
cisions need to be made, it's not the town-
ship making them and then hearing what 
the people say. It's really creating that 
engagement."

Beyond her work with the non-profit, 
Goertz has been involved with Citizens 

for Safe Groundwater, Nith Valley 
EcoBoosters, the Wilmot Horticultural 
Society, Let's Tree Wilmot, the Waterloo 
Region Food System Roundtable and oth-
er community initiatives.

Transparency and community en-
gagement form the cornerstone of her 
campaign.

Goertz said too many important deci-
sions have been made behind closed doors 
or without residents knowing opportuni-
ties existed to provide input.

"When things are getting passed or de-
cisions are being made, the community 
is not even aware that's even happening," 
she said. "They don't even know to ask the 

right questions."
She also said Wilmot needs to balance 

future housing needs with protecting farm-
land and maintaining the township's rural 
character.

"I'm not against development," she said. 
"I do believe housing in the right scale, in 
the right amounts, can be done."

She said she would also advocate for 
more complete communities by ensuring 
future growth includes parks, recreation 
facilities, businesses and services along-
side new housing.

Goertz said she has already visited more 
than 1,200 homes while campaigning and 
plans to continue hosting community con-
versations across the township on topics 
including farmland preservation, roads 
and water infrastructure, parks and trails, 
recreation, tourism and support for small 
businesses.

"I've planned to run my campaign as if 
I'm kind of already mayor," she said. "The 
idea is to collect as much information as 
possible, create opportunities for people to 
share their thoughts and ideas so that when 
I'm elected, I can actually start moving 
things forward more quickly."

As part of that effort, Goertz is also 
organizing a community breakfast from 
8-11 a.m. Saturday, July 25, at La Bilancia 
Kitchen, located at the Petersburg gas sta-
tion, where residents can meet with her 
and discuss issues affecting the township. 

For more information on Goertz’s cam-
paign, visit www.stephaniegoertz.ca. To 
speak with Goertz directly, call 226-315-
2988 or email Stephanie4Wilmot@gmail.
com

Goertz enters Wilmot mayor's race, promises 
greater transparency and community engagement

Local non-profit founder and Petersburg resident Stephanie Goertz is running for mayor of 
Wilmot Township in the Oct. 26 municipal election.

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor

(PHOTO COURTESY OF STEPHANIE GOERTZ)

TESTIMONIAL
Ian McKie

Chair of Leadership and
Training, New Hamburg Legion

“We want to thank you 
for the great ad! 

We had 70 people show up,
almost capacity! The seminar was

great. Dave Clark, our WRPS
officer, knew his stuff! Took us

through lots of issues and
examples; plus he answered

many great questions.
Thank you!  This has hopefully

helped a lot of people avoid the
devastation of fraud.”

Customer

To advertise with us, contact 
Heather Dunbar at 226.261.1837 

or heather@granthaven.com
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After more than a year of research, pub-
lic consultation and policy development, 
Wellesley council has officially adopted 
the township's new official plan, setting 
the framework for how the municipality 
will grow and develop through 2051. 

At a special meeting July 20, council 
unanimously approved the new official 
plan, subject to one amendment adding 
1.9 hectares of land at 4161 Weimar Line 
to the Bamberg settlement boundary and 
redesignating it as settlement residential. 
The amendment allows the property's 
owner to remain connected to the family 
farm after passing the operation on to the 
next generation.

The new official plan replaces both the 
township's current official plan and the 
portions of the former Region of Waterloo 
official plan that apply to Wellesley, con-
solidating planning policies into a single 
document that reflects recent provincial 
planning changes. 

Planning consultant Joe Nethery said 
the project began roughly 13 months ago 
and has included multiple rounds of public 
engagement, including workshops, open 
houses, pop-up events and the statutory 
public meeting.

"We're at recommendation night," 
Nethery told council. "The only reason 
these projects get done is because of all of 
your hard work and efforts too."

He noted the municipality's work isn't 
finished yet.

"Tonight is the council meeting where 
we are recommending that the draft offi-
cial plan and maps be adopted by council. 
From here, our work is not done as staff. 
We have some legislative bureaucratic 
things that we need to do ... to get this thing 
into a submission state to the province."

Nethery said the new plan has been de-
signed to consolidate Wellesley's planning 
documents, align with the province's 2024 
Provincial Planning Statement and antic-
ipate future provincial planning require-
ments, while continuing to protect agricul-
tural land and updating policies related to 
housing, land use and development.

Since the statutory public meeting in 
June, planning staff also incorporated 
provincial feedback into the document, 
including additional Indigenous engage-
ment policies, updates related to residen-
tial permissions, transportation mapping, 
source-water protection and additional 
site-specific planning policies.

During discussion, staff also outlined late 
comments received from the Mississaugas 

of the Credit First Nation that resulted in 
further revisions to the plan, including new 
language recognizing Indigenous steward-
ship of land and water and a policy sup-
porting the development of an Indigenous 
consultation and engagement protocol.

Staff noted the township already has a 
similar protocol with Six Nations.

Council then considered an amendment 
to approve settlement-area boundary ex-
pansion request No. 10 in Bamberg.

Proposing the amendment, Coun. Claude 
Hergott said the proposed expansion was 
appropriate because it fit the character of 
the community and involved land that was 
not considered prime farmland.

"There's roughly 68 households 
there. The majority are larger half-acre, 
three-quarter lots or bigger. So the lot size 
that they are asking for fits with the sur-
rounding area," Hergott said. "It allows the 
landowner to remain connected to the farm 
when he passes the farm on to his daughter 
and son-in-law."

The amendment passed unanimously 
before council unanimously adopted the 
official plan as amended.

Following adoption, staff will issue a 
notice of adoption and submit the official 
plan, along with supporting documenta-
tion, to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing for review and approval, as 
required under the Planning Act.

Nethery said the province has the au-
thority to modify the document before ap-
proving it.

"They do have the right ... to modify the 
document as it is approved," he said. "The 
minister's decision on this plan will be fi-
nal. There will be no appeals of the docu-
ment in its entirety.

"We should hear in the coming months."
Following the vote, Dieter Kays, the ap-

plicant for the Bamberg boundary expan-
sion, thanked council for its support.

"Obviously the amended motion ... is 
just incredible news for our family," Kays 
said. "I also understand your commitment 
to preserving agricultural land in Wellesley 
Township and the quality of life that we 
have here. I think with this decision ... you 
have passed on this particular farm to the 
next generation."

Council adopts Wellesley’s new official plan, 
approves Bamberg boundary expansion 
GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor
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Perth County is celebrating the first an-
niversary of its "Shareworthy Moments" 
project, which has encouraged visitors and 
residents to capture and share photos at 
destinations across the county.

The project was supported by $30,000 
through the Province of Ontario's Rural 
Economic Development (RED) program. 
Last year, 10 photo frames, two custom 
photo installations and 10 custom farm 
stands were installed throughout Perth 
County to create photo opportunities for 
visitors while showcasing local businesses 
and attractions.

Designed to enhance the visitor experi-
ence, the frames provide shareable social 
media moments for families and tourists 
while encouraging them to support local 
businesses and farms.

"It's more about enhancing the experi-
ence, giving people an opportunity to take 

a photo while still having the business 
name in the background," said Meredith 
Forget, director of economic development 
and tourism.

Experiential tourism continues to play 
an important role in attracting visitors and 
encouraging longer stays. The installations 
encourage people to travel throughout the 
county, discover local businesses, support 
the agricultural community and share their 
experiences online.

"A lot of our attractions don't have a sign 
other than the road sign, and that's not ex-
actly something people are going to post 
on Instagram," Forget said. "But now they 
have the frame, and visitors can stand be-
hind it and get a picture with a beautiful 
background. So, I think it's less about cre-
ating an attraction and more about enhanc-
ing the experience that's already being 
offered."

The initiative has encouraged visitors to 
explore Perth County's diverse landscapes 
and agricultural heritage while creating 

memorable, shareable experiences.
"Since the frame was installed, we've 

noticed many visitors stopping to take 
photos and spending time chatting around 
the frame and enjoying the moment," said 
Sarah Tkaczuk, owner of River Valley 
Golf Course and Winter Tube Slide. "It's 
been wonderful to see families, golfers, 
wedding guests and visitors sharing their 
experiences on social media and discover-
ing River Valley through the project."

Tkaczuk said the frames have added 
value to the guest experience by giving 
visitors another reason to stop, stay a lit-
tle longer and share their visit with others. 
She added every photo shared online helps 
introduce River Valley and Perth County 
to new audiences.

"The frame has become more than just a 
photo opportunity," said Tkaczuk. "It has 
created a destination within our property. 
It encourages people to pause, appreciate 
the landscape and create memories with 
family and friends. We've seen people of 

all ages use it, from children having fun to 
groups of golfers, couples and families."

Each frame has been placed to showcase 
a unique view of Perth County, from farm-
land and conservation areas to bustling 
farm markets, family attractions and local 
culinary destinations.

"Overall, we've been very pleased with 
the project," Tkaczuk said. "It's simple, 
interactive and creates lasting memories 
while encouraging people to explore ev-
erything our community has to offer."

Frame locations include:
•	 Anna Mae's Bakery & Restaurant
•	 Apple Bottom Orchards
•	 Hoover's Maple Syrup
•	 Lynn River Farm
•	 Pootcorners
•	 River Valley Golf & Tube Slide
•	 Perth Farmhouse
•	 TNT Berries
•	 West Perth Wetlands
•	 Wildwood Conservation Area

Photo frame project continues to boost tourism 
across Perth County
AMANDA NELSON

Gazette Reporter

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com
STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 

  PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00. FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, OUR SERVICE DEPT IS NOW OPEN ON SATURDAYS

STRATFORD NISSAN

DO YOU HAVE A STORY OR AN OPINION YOU WANT TO SHARE?
SEND YOUR STORY IDEAS AND YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

TO GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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On behalf of the Perth-Waterloo Egg and Pullet Farmers we would like to 
thank and acknowledge our sponsors. The following businesses and individuals 
have generously contributed to the Perth Waterloo School Egg Program which 

provides eggs to many schools  across our counties. Over the past year the 
program has provided more than 65,000 eggs for school lunch’s and snacks. 

Without their generosity this valuable program would not be possible.

2023-2026 Perth Waterloo 
School Egg Program Sponsors

PLATINUM PLUSPLATINUM PLUS
Gray Ridge Egg Farms  |  Westlandyn Farms

PLATINUMPLATINUM
Burnbrae Farms  |  Masterfeeds  |  McKinley Hatchery
Linton Window And Door  |  Whaling Poultry Farms

Bayer CropScience  |  Optimist Club of Ellice

GOLDGOLD
Stonecrest Engineering Inc.  |  B-W Feed & Supply
Trouw Nutrition Canada  |  Orr Insurance Brokers

Mark Cook Drainage  |  Usborne & Hibbert Mutual Fire Insurance Co. 
New Life Mills  |  Mohr Construction  |  McDonalds

Kindred Credit Union  |  Optimist Club of Shakespeare 
MNP LLP  |  South Easthope Mutual Insurance Company

Nuhn Industries  |  Agrotec Constructions  |  Premier Equipment
Hyde Construction  |  Tri Sun Farms  |  Stubbe’s Precast Commercial 

SILVERSILVER
JP Uniac Insurance  |  Perth Federation of Agriculture

Equipment Ontario Inc.  |  Hoegy’s Farm Supply  |  Downie Optimist Club 
Dan & Carolyn Mathieson

BRONZEBRONZE
Shakespeare Mills Inc.  |  Stratford Farm Equipment 

Perry Wilhelm Excavating Ltd  |  Calvin & Debra Strathdee
The Spa Near The Tracks  |  Janet & Mike Whaling

Hellman Poultry Equipment  |  Wallenstein Feed and Supply Inc
VBD Grain  |  Pazzo Company Ltd.  |  Bulktech Inc.  |  R Ritz Architect
Famme & Co.  |  Delta Power Equipment  |  Neeb Haven Farms Ltd

Stoneybrook Elevators  |  Jeff & Sue Orr  |  Expressway Motors
Waterloo Crop Services  |  Ayr Farmers Mutual  |  Mitchell Optimist Club 

The United Church Women  |  Brenwyn Farms Ltd

If you are interested in more information or being a sponsor 
please contact perthwaterlooeggfarmers@gmail.com 

From a successful auction and fish fry 
to ball games and a new cornhole tourna-
ment, this year's Hickson Lions Daze once 
again brought the community together for 
a weekend of fun while raising money to 
support local causes.

One of the weekend's highlights was the 
annual auction, led by Canadian Grand 
Champion auctioneer David Jacob of 
Mitchell. Bidders filled the sale in sup-
port of the Hickson and District Lions 
Club, helping raise hundreds of dollars 
for the organization's ongoing support of 
youth programs and community initiatives 
throughout Oxford County.

The annual co-ed three-pitch softball 
tournament kicked off the festivities 
Friday evening at Hickson Park. Though 
rain threatened to disrupt play, organiz-
ers were able to keep the tournament on 
schedule.

"Mother Nature tried to dampen the 
spirits with rain, but those players and the 
grounds crew and friends brought the dia-
mond back to playing shape in fine order," 
Lions Club member Brad Smith said.

The tournament wrapped up later 
than usual, with the championship team 
crowned at 10:30 p.m.

Smith thanked Dan Lovie, Rob 
McLaren, Ken McIntyre and Derek 
Gillespie for helping ensure the tourna-
ment ran smoothly.

Saturday evening, more than 340 peo-
ple enjoyed the club's annual fish fry, with 
meals prepared by Craklins Best Fish and 
Chips of London.

The weekend also featured the inaugu-
ral cornhole tournament, organized by 
Dave and Kim McLaren. Sixteen teams 

took part, with Brian Kittmer and John 
Herrett claiming the championship over 
runners-up Justin Baer and Jeremy Munro.

The Hickson and District Lions Club 
thanked the many volunteers and commu-
nity members whose support made the an-
nual fundraiser possible.

Club members say the organization may 
be small in number, but it continues to 
make a significant impact in the commu-
nity through its fundraising efforts. They 
also encourage anyone interested in giving 
back to consider joining the Lions Club.

Hickson Lions Daze 
draws crowds for weekend 
of community fun

Longtime Hickson and District Lions Club members Val and Brad Smith, seated, and Geral-
dine Classens help serve guests during Saturday's annual fish fry at Hickson Lions Daze.

Brian Kittmer and John Herrett won the in-
augural Hickson Lions Daze cornhole tour-
nament, defeating runners-up Justin Baer 
and Jeremy Munro. The tournament, orga-
nized by Dave and Kim McLaren, attracted 
16 teams.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

(BRAD SMITH PHOTO)
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381 William Street South 
East Zorra-Tavistock Twp

Pin: 00247-0737(LT)

Surplus Area

In accordance with Oxford  
County’s Disposal of Land policy, 
Oxford County Council proposes to 
declare as surplus approximately 
150 metres of frontage in the 
Township of East Zorra-Tavistock, 
located along William Street South, 
legally described as Property 
Identification Numbers (PIN):

• PIN 00247-0737(LT): Part Lot 
34 Concession 13 (East Zorra) 
designated as PARTS 1, 2 and  
3 on 41R-11031, Township of 
East Zorra-Tavistock

Public meeting
A public meeting will be held, and  
a by-law considered for adoption,  
at the Oxford County Council 
meeting on:  

Wednesday, August 12, 2026 - 
9:30 a.m.
Oxford County Administration 
Building – Council Chamber
21 Reeve Street, Woodstock 

Written and/or verbal comments 
will be considered at the Council 
meeting noted. Additional 
information concerning this notice 
is available by contacting Jamie 
Yeung, Project Engineer, at  
contact information to the right. 

For further information and/or to 
submit written comments, please 
contact the Office of the Clerk.

Lindsey Mansbridge, Clerk
Oxford County 
21 Reeve Street, P.O. Box 1614
Woodstock, ON  N4S 7Y3 
clerksoffice@oxfordcounty.ca  
519-539-9800 ext. 3017

Sign language and French  
language interpretation are  
available with written notice to  
the Clerk at least seven (7) days  
in advance of public meeting.

Contact for more information
Jamie Yeung, P.Eng.
Project Engineer
Public Works, Oxford County
jyeung@oxfordcounty.ca 
519-539-9800, ext. 3222

Declaration of surplus property, 
William Street South, Tavistock 
Township of East Zorra-Tavistock 
PIN 00247-0737(LT) 

PUBLIC NOTICE

This notice issued July 23, 2026

Information collected will be used in 
accordance with the Municipal Freedom 
of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act. With the exception of personal 
information, all comments will become 
part of the public record.

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Organizers of the 2026 Wellesley 
Township Fall Fair are once again invit-
ing seniors and "almost seniors" from 
Wellesley Township and surrounding 
communities to enjoy an afternoon of tea, 
entertainment and fellowship during the 
second annual Wellesley Fall Fair Senior 
Tea.

The event will be held Friday, Aug. 
28, from 2:30-4 p.m. at the Bill Gies 
Recreation Centre and celebrates the many 
people who have helped build and support 
the Wellesley Fall Fair over the years.

The event is organized by fair com-
mittee members Joanne Stewart, Wendy 
Richardson and Theresa Bisch to recog-
nize the volunteers, exhibitors and com-
munity members whose dedication has 
helped make the fair a longstanding local 
tradition.

Following a successful inaugural event 
last year, organizers hope to welcome an 
even larger crowd this summer for an af-
ternoon of friendship, entertainment and 
community spirit.

Guests will enjoy an afternoon tea 

prepared by Schmidtsville Restaurant, 
along with live entertainment by the 
Dynamic Duo, a popular Waterloo Region 
musical act.

After the tea, attendees will receive early 
admission to the Wellesley Township Fall 
Fair, giving them the first opportunity to 
view the prize-winning exhibits when they 
open at 4:30 p.m.

Admission is $25 per person and in-
cludes both the Senior Tea and Friday eve-
ning admission to the fair. Proceeds from 
the event will help support the continued 
success of the Wellesley Township Fall 
Fair.

Tickets are limited and must be pur-
chased by Aug. 14.

To reserve tickets, contact Stewart at 
519-658-0764, Richardson at 519-656-
2961 or Bisch at 519-502-9120. Tickets 
can also be ordered by emailing welles-
leyfair@gmail.com or by e-transfer to the 
same email address with "Senior Tea" not-
ed in the memo line.

Organizers look forward to welcoming 
guests for an afternoon celebrating the 
people whose support has helped make the 
Wellesley Township Fall Fair a cherished 
community tradition.

Wellesley Fall Fair invites 
seniors to afternoon tea

Guests gather for the inaugural Wellesley Fall Fair Senior Tea during last year's fair. Orga-
nizers hope to welcome another large crowd for this year's event on Aug. 28.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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1.	 Who won the 2026 FIFA World Cup?
2.	 What does WWE stand for?
3.	 What was the name of Dorothy’s dog in 

Wizard of Oz?
4.	 What is the national flower of Japan?
5.	 What was the main language spoken in the 

Roman Empire?
6.	 What is the chemical symbol for Carbon 

Monoxide?
7.	 What does CEO stand for?
8.	 Who shot JFK?
9.	 What is the only mammal capable of true 

flight?
10.	What is the world’s largest commercial 

passenger plane?
Answers found on classified page Answers found on classified page

by PeterS 2026
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Children spent the week of July 13-17 learning about 
faith while making crafts, playing games and building 
friendships at Tavistock Bible Chapel.

The Vacation Bible School (VBS) program welcomed 
30 children, ages five to 12, and was led entirely by vol-
unteers from Tavistock Bible Chapel, along with several 
volunteers from Tavistock Missionary Church. The pro-
gram is offered free of charge and supported by Tavistock 
Bible Chapel.

"VBS is just a joy each year," said Matt Williams of 
Tavistock Bible Chapel. "Everything is run and supported 
by the Tavistock Bible Chapel. Everything is free for the 
kids and families. This is one way we want to give back 
to the community."

Vacation Bible School has been a summer tradition at 
Tavistock Bible Chapel for decades, and Williams said 
one of the greatest rewards is seeing former participants 
return as volunteers.

"We've even had a couple of helpers this year who at-
tended the program as children," he said.

For Williams, one of the highlights each year is watch-
ing churches and community members work together.

"One of the most rewarding things each year is the joy 
of working together as people from the community and 
the local church family," he said. "We really do enjoy each 
other's company."

Williams expressed his appreciation to the volun-
teers from both Tavistock Bible Chapel and Tavistock 
Missionary Church, as well as the families who partici-
pated and helped make the week a success.

Throughout the week, children took part in Bible les-
sons, singing, memory verse activities, crafts, snacks and 
outdoor games. Organizers took extra precautions by lim-
iting outdoor time and planning activities in the shade due 
to the poor air quality and hot temperatures.

This year's theme for Vacation Bible School was based 
on the story of Joshua, which echoes the Bible's central 

message that salvation comes by faith alone. Throughout 
the week, children explored stories that highlighted 
Joshua's faith, with each lesson demonstrating God's 
guidance in ways that may seem "crazy" from a human 
perspective.

"Who has ever heard of stepping into a raging river, 
or facing scary, tall giants or circling a fortress?" said 
Williams. "But we learned that as we accept 'crazy' mes-
sages in faith, God can do miraculous wonders!"

The daily activities reinforced the theme. Songs reflect-
ed the importance of faith, while many of the crafts and 
snacks were inspired by camping since Joshua camped 
along his journey.

"The children really enjoy the crafts," Williams said. 
"That is always a big hit."

The children also embraced the memory verse chal-
lenge, with many earning prizes for learning passages 
from the Book of Joshua.

Williams noted that many of the children who attend are 
not part of the church's regular congregation.

"Most of the kids are from outside of our congregation, 
so it is great to meet others within the community and 
build those connections," he said.

The week concluded with a slideshow for parents high-
lighting the activities and memories from the week.

"On the final day, we play a slideshow for the parents to 
show them what we have been up to. The kids watch too, 
and they love seeing themselves. It's so rewarding to see 
their smiles," said Williams.

Beyond the games and crafts, Williams hopes the chil-
dren leave with something lasting.

"We love the people of Tavistock. We love the children 
of Tavistock," he said. "We want them to know they can 
have a friend in Jesus. Kids today are dealing with so 
much stress and anxiety. We believe these Bible stories 
aren't just for adults. They can give children peace and 
hope for the future."

For more information about Tavistock Bible Chapel, 
visit tavistockbc.org.

Faith, fun and friendship at Tavistock Bible Chapel 
Vacation Bible School

Children enjoy parachute games during Vacation Bible School 
at Tavistock Bible Chapel during the week of July 13-17.

From left to right are Zeke Schwartzentruber, seven, Joey 
Penner, five, and Aaron Fuller, 11, enjoying an outdoor game 
using pool noodles during Vacation Bible School at Tavis-
tock Bible Chapel.

From left to right are Micah Williams, eight, and Piper 
Heintz, 10, enjoying painting during craft time at Vacation 
Bible School.

From left are Gemma La Haie, six, Ella La Haie, 11, and Corra 
La Haie, six, painting at Tavistock Bible Chapel.

DIANE DANEN

Gazette Correspondent

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)
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TOWNSHIP OF 
EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock

Service starts at 10:30 am
Phone: 519-655-2151

All are welcome
Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur 

Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY LUTHERAN (ELCIC)
Sebastopol - Tavistock

2210 Perth Line 29
Pastor Steve Hoffard

Worship In Person or on Zoom 
Sundays at 10:00 AM

(519) 655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Julie Ellison White

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, 

with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
All ages Junior Sunday School will follow 

after the service.
All are Welcome

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario

Questions or Need Help? 
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413

tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday

ST. PAUL'S EV LUTHERAN CHURCH - LCC
Service - 2 pm Sunday 

19 Wellington St., Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

WILMOT TOWNSHIP

ST GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Corner of Waterloo St and Byron St, 

New Hamburg
Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.  

All are welcome.
https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd, Wilmot Township

All are welcome.
Contact Carol Massel: 519-502-8648

carol@masselsmarine.com

ST AGATHA MENNONITE CHURCH
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 

Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour 

and sermon discussion. 
All are welcome

OASIS MENNONITE CHURCH 
66 Mill Street, Baden, ON
Sunday School at 10:15 AM

Worship service at 11:00 AM
Pastors: Richard Bean and Gabriel Jantzi

www. oasismennonite.com

To have your place of 
worship listing included 

here, please contact 
thewtgazette@gmail.com

By Sydney Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through 
the past pages of the Tavistock Gazette 
(est. 1895). Within this weekly column I’d 
like to share with you some of my find-
ings.

July 15 - 22, 2021, Edition (5 years ago)
Hair salons and other similar personal 

care services in the Township of Wilmot 
are finally reopening this week now that 
Waterloo Region has entered Step 2 of the 
province’s reopening framework. Still, 
many will have to wait to book an appoint-
ment as salons play catch up. “Everyone 
is so excited to come in. We opened up 
our online booking system, and it’s fully 
packed, and we’re booking into August 
now,” said Amber Kroetsch, spa manager 
at Puddicombe House.

A 17-year-old male is recovering from 
serious but non-life-threatening injuries 
at a hospital in London after being hit by 
a VIA Rail passenger train in New Ham-
burg on July 6. The incident happened at 
the train crossing near the intersection of 
Waterloo Street and Steinman Street. This 
isn’t the first time someone has been hit by 
a train at this intersection. Comments on 
a post about the incident on the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service page came from 
former residents of the area recalling pre-
vious incidents in the past.

The Wilmot Agricultural Society has 
decided to cancel the in-person New Ham-
burg Fall Fair for the 2021 season. “It was 
a really hard decision, especially as we’re 
entering a phase when it feels like the 
worst is behind us,” said Stephanie Szusz, 
president of the Agricultural Society. “But 
we had to make sure we held our commu-
nity members’ safety in the highest regard 
and thought about the impact of the fair.”

July 20 - 27, 2011, Edition (15 years 
ago)

Over the past three weeks, Sierra Con-
struction had made good headway on the 
watermain and sanitary sewer project in 
Tavistock. The full length of Headershot 
Street from east of the elevated water tank 
has been completed to Maria Street. The 
construction progressed north to the inter-
section Tuesday with water shut-off valves 

installed to keep residents and businesses 
supplied. They will then turn their atten-
tion to Decew Street East and the north 
end of Wellington Street to the intersec-
tion at Hope Street East.

Two Tavistock girls, teammates on the 
Squirt Girls’ softball team, have thrown 
the distance to allow them to compete 
in the Hershey’s Track and Field Games 
North American Final from Aug. 4-7, 
2011, in Hershey, Pa. Grace Kalbfleisch, 
10, and Anna Mohr, 12, earned first-place 
finishes in the ball throw held at the pro-
vincial competition at All Saints Catholic 
High School High School in Whitby, Ont., 
on June 26. Only children that placed first 
or second in a Hershey Qualifier are able 
to attend the finals.

July 17 - 24, 1996, Edition (30 years 
ago)

They walked, ran and guided their 
wheelchairs through the streets of Tavis-
tock on Thursday, July 11, in support of 
The Paralympics and raised $2,837. The 
WhyNot Marathon successfully complet-
ed its tour through the village with 25 
residents signing up to carry the torch. It 
ended up in Toronto on Wednesday, July 
24, after 59 days on the road from coast to 
coast. Money raised is helping to build a 
$25-million Legacy Fund set up by the Ca-
nadian Foundation for Physically Disabled 
Persons. The torch arrived at the Legion 
Hall in Tavistock about 11:15 a.m. and 
the parade of torch bearers made its way 
down Hope Street to the main intersection 
before turning south on Highway 59 and 
heading for Woodstock.

Work at the new East Zorra-Tavistock 
Arena continues to progress and over the 
past two weeks, the insulation and pip-
ing was installed in the curling rink and 
the pad poured last Thursday morning. 
Workers installed a frost guard layer to the 
main arena floor before compacting a lay-
er of sand and another layer of insulation 
in preparation for the piping and concrete 
work to follow. Masons are busy com-
pleting the interior wall between the sec-
ond-floor community room and the main 
arena before work begins on the stairways 
and lift shafts.

The Old Gazettes

SEND STORY IDEAS AND 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR TO 

GALEN SIMMONS AT 
GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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The Tavistock U20 Athletics may not 
have been the favourite coming into last 
weekend’s Ontario Amateur Softball 
Association, but they rebounded from two 
losses to take home some hardware.

The team dropped a 9-3 decision to 
Southeastern Ontario Screaming Eagles 
before losing 12-1 to West Carleton 
Electric. Play was suspended thanks to 
weather conditions, allowing the team to 
regroup and come out strong on Sunday.

Tavistock qualified for the B final thanks 
to a 14-7 win over league rival Elmira, the 
squad in first place in the 10-team Church 
League. Tavistock is currently in eighth 
place with a record of four wins and nine 
losses while Elmira boasts a mark of 12 
wins, two losses and a tie. Cal Taylor 
earned the win on the mound, with Grady 
Ryken coming in to close it out in relief. 

The championship game was a rematch 
with Southeastern Ontario, a game that re-
sulted in a 10-7 victory for the Athletics. 
Hayden McComb picked up the win.

While Tavistock won’t be moving on 
to the national tournament, one Athletics 
player is. Keaton Bartlett will suit up for 
Chatsworth at the Canadian U20 tourna-
ment in Carp from Aug. 4-9.

Tavistock Athletics capture provincial title

The Tavistock Athletics U20 team captured the Ontario Amateur Softball Association (OASA) championship on the weekend in Sydenham. 
Despite rainy conditions on Saturday, the Athletics put together a strong tournament to earn the provincial title. Front row, from left, are 
Tucker Otto, Morgan Brenneman, Sam Baechler and Dylan West. Back row are coaches Carson Lamond and Doug Lamond, along with Cal 
Taylor, Carter Otto, Keaton Bartlett, Logan Rose, Hayden McCann, Grady Ryksen, Dean Alexander, Mitch Munro and Rowan Bartlett.

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

(SHANE TAYLOR  PHOTO)

The Shakespeare Falcons capped 
off a remarkable season by capturing 
the 2026 PWSA U15 Tier 1 Provincial 
Championship, earning the title of 
Ontario's top U15 Tier 1 softball team.

The provincial championship featured 
18 of Ontario's best Tier 1 teams compet-
ing for the title.

Shakespeare opened tournament play 
Friday with three convincing victories, 
defeating the Milton Bats Purple 14-7, the 
Oakville Angels McKinney 21-5 and the 
Brampton Blazers Gold 11-0.

The Falcons secured first place in their 
pool Saturday with an 8-0 win over the 
Mississauga North Tigers, earning the top 
seed heading into the playoff round.

Their first playoff game was a rematch 
with the Stratford Flames-Wilhelm, whom 
the Falcons had defeated during the na-
tional qualifying tournament earlier this 
season.

Stratford jumped out to an early lead 
before the Falcons battled back to tie the 
game. Strong pitching and defensive play 
forced extra innings, where the Flames 
scored five runs. Shakespeare mounted a 
late rally with four runs but fell just short, 
sending the Falcons into the elimination 

bracket.
Facing a must-win situation, the Falcons 

responded with a 5-0 victory over the 
Milton Bats Purple before defeating the 
Aurora Diggers 11-1, setting up another 

meeting with Stratford.
The rematch lived up to expectations.
Shakespeare built an early lead before 

Stratford rallied to make it a one-run game 
in the late innings. The Falcons escaped 

a bases-loaded threat in the seventh in-
ning with a clutch strikeout followed by 
a groundout to secure the victory and ad-
vance to the championship game.

The win guaranteed Shakespeare at least 
a silver medal.

In the final, the Falcons faced the 
Oakville Angels Stix.

Oakville scored first in the second in-
ning, but Shakespeare answered immedi-
ately before taking control with three runs 
in the third. Holding a 4-2 lead, the Falcons 
broke the game open with a six-run sixth 
inning on the way to a convincing 10-2 
victory and the provincial championship.

The title capped an outstanding season 
for the Falcons, who finished with an im-
pressive 64-13-3 record.

The team thanked its coaches, parents, 
volunteers, sponsors and the Shakespeare 
Community Athletic Association, led by 
Deb Bell and Paul Bender, along with the 
entire Shakespeare community for sup-
porting the team throughout the season.

As the coaching staff said, 
"Championships are never won by a team 
alone. They are built through countless 
hours of dedication, encouragement, sac-
rifice and belief from everyone involved.

"They say it takes a village to raise 
champions, and in 2026, Shakespeare 
proved exactly that."

Shakespeare Falcons crowned Ontario U15 Tier 1 champions

The Shakespeare Falcons celebrate after capturing the 2026 PWSA U15 Tier 1 Provincial 
Championship. Front row, from left, are Emma Collins, Ciana McLaren, Sydney Ryan, Brielle 
Jankura, Alise Crawford and Reese Flanagan. Back row, from left, are assistant coach Matt 
McLaren, assistant coach Shawn Collings, Hazel Kilpatrick, Alyssa Graham, Darin Patter-
son, Delia Bucholtz, Ella Andrews, head coach Shane Graham, assistant coach Bryan Pat-
terson and team manager Rosalyn McLaren.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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High-quality forage is essential to live-
stock operations, and this year's Tavistock 
Agricultural Society Standing Hay 
Competition once again showcased the re-
gion's top hay producers.

The annual competition recognizes area 
farmers for producing quality forage crops 
that support dairy, beef, sheep, goat and 
horse operations.

Judging took place May 20 after pro-
ducers entered the competition earlier 
this spring. This year's judge was Kevin 

Crispin of the Palmerston area, who works 
with C&M Seeds and previously worked 
with Speare Seeds. Crispin has extensive 
experience with forage crops and is also 
a farmer.

Following the judging, Crispin praised 
the quality of this year's entries.

"All 13 entries had excellent hay crops 
and very little difference from top to bot-
tom," he said.

Competition convener Bill Brown ac-
companied Crispin as he evaluated entries 
across Perth and Oxford counties.

Fields were judged on several crite-
ria, including the appearance of the entry 

point, overall field condition, uniformity 
of the stand, freedom from weeds, diseas-
es and insect damage, plant colour, stand 
thickness and yield potential.

Entries could consist of pure alfalfa, 
pure grass or mixed stands.

Brown said 13 farms participated in this 
year's competition.

The 2026 winners are:
1.	 Rob and Andrew Danen, Danendale 

Holsteins, Line 29 west of 
Sebastopol. 

2.	 Tom Kiestra and family, south of 
Tavistock on the 13th Line. 

3.	 Steveleigh Farm, Steve and Karen 

Witmer and family, east of Hickson. 
4.	 Nathan and Amy Yantzi and family, 

east of Sebastopol on Line 29. 
5.	 Daneholm Farms, Janice, Nick, 

Mitch and Adrianna Danen, on 
Line 33 (Pork Street), southwest of 
Shakespeare. 

Brown encourages area farmers who 
grow hay to consider entering the compe-
tition next year.

Anyone interested in participating in 
the 2027 Standing Hay Competition can 
contact Brown at 519-462-2211 for more 
information.

Danendale Holsteins tops Tavistock standing hay competition

Rob and Andrew Danen of Danendale Holsteins, west of Sebastopol, were named the 2026 
champions in the Tavistock Agricultural Society's annual Standing Hay Competition. Judge 
Kevin Crispin said all 13 entries featured excellent-quality hay, with very little separating the 
competitors. 

Favourable growing conditions have helped produce an excellent hay crop across the re-
gion this year. Local farmers harvest their forage in large round, large square and small 
square bales to feed a variety of livestock throughout the year.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)

Winter wheat harvest is in full swing 
across Perth County, with farmers report-
ing excellent yields and near-ideal harvest-
ing conditions.

Motorists travelling through the 
Shakespeare, Tavistock and New Hamburg 

areas over the past week have likely no-
ticed combines working steadily in fields 
as growers take advantage of the favour-
able weather.

Producers say winter wheat yields are 
averaging between 130 and 160 bushels 
per acre, making this one of the stronger 
crops in recent years.

With very little lodging reported, com-
bines have been able to move efficiently 
through the fields. While some areas re-
ceived weekend rainfall, many neighbour-
ing fields remained dry enough for har-
vesting to continue uninterrupted.

Once the grain is harvested, farmers are 
quickly baling and removing straw from 

the fields, with both large square and large 
round bales being made for livestock bed-
ding and other uses.

Growers also report this year's crop has 
been exceptionally clean, with modern 
crop-management practices helping to 
minimize disease pressure and keep weeds 
under control.

Excellent wheat harvest keeps Perth County farmers busy

After completing the wheat harvest for the Dwayne Dietrich family on Pork Street in 
South Easthope, Dan and Ben Bell moved on to baling straw, which will be used as 
bedding for the Dietrich family's broiler chicken operation. Shortly after the bales were 
removed from the field, heavy rain moved through the area.

Rob Danen of Danendale Farms harvests a strong 
winter wheat crop near Shakespeare while his son, 
Andrew, follows alongside with the grain buggy to 
unload the combine on the go before transporting 
the grain to the family's nearby elevator.

Dan and Ben Bell were combining wheat 
on Pork Street in South Easthope when a 
hot-air balloon landed nearby, giving its 
passengers a close-up view of the harvest. 

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTO) (BEN BELL PHOTO)
(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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The Lichti family gathered 
Sunday at the family's historic North 
Easthope Township farm to celebrate 
a remarkable collection of family 
milestones spanning generations.

The reunion was held at the 
family homestead on Lot 15, 
Concession 2, where Laverne and 
Nelda (Schwartzentruber) Lichti 
began farming in 1946. Together, 
they raised six children on the farm, 
which is now owned by the third 
generation of the Lichti family.

Family members, relatives, friends 
and neighbours gathered to celebrate 
not one, but six major milestones.

John Lichti, the eldest of the six 
siblings, celebrated his 80th birth-
day, while brother Dan marked his 

75th birthday. Twins Ruth Steinman 
and Ruby Barrengoa celebrated 
their 70th birthdays, and youngest 
sister Diane Lichti celebrated her 
65th birthday.

The reunion also recognized two 
significant wedding anniversaries, 
with John and Norma Lichti cel-
ebrating 60 years of marriage and 
Roy and Mardy Lichti, who contin-
ue to live on the family farm, mark-
ing their 50th wedding anniversary.

Adding to the celebration was the 
return of Ruby Barrengoa and her 
family from Argentina for a three-
week visit.

As the reunion unfolded, family 
members also gathered in the farm's 
renovated barn loft to watch the 
championship soccer match between 
Argentina and Spain on two large-
screen televisions, one broadcasting 

in English and the other in Spanish.
One family member remarked that 

a reunion of this size "surely doesn't 
happen every year," as relatives of 
all ages pitched in to help prepare 
for the event.

Perfect summer weather allowed 
everyone to enjoy the outdoor cele-
bration throughout the day.

The championship soccer match 
added another layer of excitement, 
with dozens of younger family 
members cheering on Argentina be-
fore Spain claimed a 1-0 victory in 
extra time.

The reunion celebrated not only 
birthdays and anniversaries, but also 
the enduring legacy of a farm fam-
ily whose roots in North Easthope 
Township now extend through mul-
tiple generations.

Lichti family celebrates generations of 
milestones at North Easthope reunion

Laverne and Nelda Lichti built a lasting family legacy after set-
tling on the North Easthope Township farm in 1946. Their six 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren gathered Sun-
day to celebrate the family's many milestones.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Pet of the Week
AVERY

Meet Avery! This 10-month-old girl is a social butterfly. 
She’ll greet you at the door, keep you company around 
the house or settle in next to you for a nap. Avery is a 
chatty cat who isn’t afraid to let you know when she 
wants some affection or attention! This quirky kitty also 
loves watching sports on TV with her people.
Though she is quite social, Avery prefers affection on 

her own terms and appreciates having her boundaries 
respected. Because of this, she is looking for a home with 
adults or older, cat-savvy children who can understand 
cat body language and communication.
If you're looking for a sweet companion (and a friend 

to watch the game with), Avery is ready to fill your home 
with purrs! Avery is in foster care in Kitchener, but you 
can learn  more about her on our website: kwsphumane.
ca/adopt/cats

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com
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The six children of Laverne and Nelda Lichti gathered for a family reunion at the home farm. 
From left are Diane Lichti, Ruth Steinman, Ruby Barrengoa, John Lichti, Dan Lichti and Roy 
Lichti. Ruby travelled from Argentina for the occasion, while the remaining siblings continue 
to live in the area.

Members of the extended Lichti family gathered at the North Easthope Township home farm 
Sunday to celebrate birthdays, anniversaries and the family's agricultural heritage. Several 
family members proudly wore the blue and white colours of Argentina during the day's 
festivities.

Family members filled the barn loft to watch the championship soccer match between Ar-
gentina and Spain. The game remained scoreless through regulation before Spain claimed 
a 1-0 victory in extra time.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

(GARY WEST PHOTO)



18 Thursday, July 23, 2026 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Astounding apricots

Eating healthy is always in 
season. Yes, watermelon is wow 
and strawberries sensational, 
but apricots are all-stars! They 
may be small but the bright 
yellow-orange stone fruits are a 
sensational superfood. The pint-
sized powerhouse resembles a 
peach, but the taste is a tad tart. 

Apricots are nutrient dense. 
They are low in calories, 
carbohydrates and fiber filled. 
Leave the skin on for extra belly 
boosting benefits.

Apricot’s sunny colour, a 
reminder of their beta-carotene 
content, converts into the 
immune boosting and eye-health 
supporting vitamin A. 

Apricots contain piles of 
polyphenols referred to as 

flavonoids, heaps of holistic 
heart health. Chlorogenic 
acids, catechins and quercetin 
combat free radicals, preventing 
oxidative stress. 

Apricots are all-around 
versatile fruit. They’re standalone 
and portable perfection or they 
can take centre stage in any 
meal. Morning mealtime magic 
sliced into yogurt, cottage cheese 
or added to any cereal whether 
hot or cold. Swap strawberries 
for apricots in summer goat 
cheese spinach salads, blend for 
refreshing yogurt smoothies and 
even grill for goodness gads. 
Apricots are paired well with 
brown sugar glazed pork ribs. 

Don’t forget dessert. Pass 
on peaches, adding apricots 

to cobbler, lemon poppy seed 
loaves and cookies. For all my 
home chefs, apricot jam is a 
touch of leftover sunshine on 
toasted sourdough once we 
trade flip flops for winter boots. 
Perfect preserves add a golden 
ray of cellular love to the classic 
thumbprint cookie. Dehydrating 
apricots at home eliminates 
sulfites and added sugar. Dried 
apricots add a tangy twist to 
homemade granola and trail mix. 

Step out of the same old for 
the rest of the summer; simply 
switch your favourite fruit, berry 
bonanza perhaps, and make it all 
about the apricot. 

Apricot loaf
Ingredients:
•	 1 overripe banana
•	 ¾ cup canned coconut milk
•	 1 cup diced fresh apricots 
•	 1 egg room temperature 
•	 ½ tsp sea salt
•	 ¼ cup coconut oil
•	 3 cups of oat flour
•	 ½ cup raw macadamia nuts 

chopped**
•	 1 tsp Ceylon cinnamon
•	 2 tbsp shredded 

unsweetened coconut* 
Method:
1.	 Preheat the oven to 350°F.
2.	 Line a loaf pan with 

parchment paper.
3.	 Mash the banana until 

smooth.
4.	 Wash and remove the pits 

from the apricots.
5.	 Dice the apricots and pat 

dry.
6.	 Beat the egg with a fork.
7.	 Melt and add the coconut 

oil if not soft
8.	 Stir in the flour, cinnamon 

and baking powder.
9.	 Chop the raw nuts.
10.	 Add along with the apricots 

to the batter.
11.	 Stir.
12.	 Pour into the lined loaf 

pan. 
13.	 Sprinkle with shredded 

coconut.
14.	 Bake approximately 50 

minutes in the centere 
of the oven until the loaf 
bounces back.

15.	 Cool and enjoy.
*I chose unsweetened coconut 

as overripe bananas are sweet 

enough. 
**optional or any nut of choice
Happy summertime 

funtimes. Have an idea for a 
story? Find me on socials @
mercedeskaygoldfitness.

By Mercedes Kay Gold

HEAPS OF 
HEALTHY 

TIPS 

This apricot loaf is a sweet summer 
treat with heaps of health benefits.

(MERCEDES KAY GOLD PHOTOS)

The shuttering of Winnipeg’s 
Community Review means 
200,000 households will no 
longer get the benefit of a free 
community newspaper delivered 
to their door. It also means that 
more than 800 people who de-
liver the paper and their families 
will be affected.

This is an unforced error that 
never should have happened. 
How did we get here? The an-
swer is complex.

First, there is a high degree of 
concentration in the flyer print-
ing market in Canada. Montreal-
based TC Transcontinental en-
joys the dominant position in 
the marketplace thanks, in part, 
to a 2012 Competition Bureau-
approved asset swap.

Second, municipal and provin-
cial politicians have passed envi-
ronmental regulations. However 
well-intentioned, they have un-
intended consequences. Former 
Montreal Mayor Valérie Plante 
passed a municipal bylaw that 
led to the end of distribution of 
Publisac  (a plastic bag with fly-
ers and a community newspaper). 
Several provinces, including 
Manitoba, have imposed extend-
ed producer responsibility levies 
on printed newspapers. Ontario’s 

Premier Doug Ford made the 
wise decision to exempt news-
papers from this kind of stealthy 
journalism job-killing tax in his 
province. 

Third, Canada Post is the big-
gest culprit. TC Transcontinental, 
which had distributed Publisac 
door to door in Quebec, formed a 
strategic partnership with Canada 
Post, which as a Crown corpo-
ration was not beholden to mu-
nicipal bylaws. They bypassed 
Mayor Plante’s new regulation by 
distributing a curated bundle of 
flyers called Raddar through the 
national postal service. Unlike 
Publisac, Raddar did not include 
a community newspaper. On the 
sidelines of this saga, news pub-
lisher Métro Média and its more 
than 30 hyperlocal publications 
– including 17 print newspapers 
– shut down.

In partnership with Canada 
Post, TC Transcontinental recent-
ly expanded its Raddar offering 
across Canada. It is understood 
that Canada Post – which has a 
mandate to “charge postage rates 
that are fair and reasonable” – 
is offering TC Transcontinental 
rates below what it is offering 
to community newspapers. To 
its own benefit, the Crown cor-
poration has effectively shut 
community newspapers – their 
private sector rivals – out of flyer 

distribution, lessening competi-
tion substantially in that market.

This is not the first time com-
munity newspaper publishers 
have felt the squeeze of Canada 
Post in the flyer distribution mar-
ket. As of January 2024, commu-
nity newspapers with commercial 
inserts were no longer exempt 
from Canada Post’s Consumers’ 
Choice program, which allows 
Canadians to opt out of receiv-
ing junk mail. Canada Post made 
that decision without stakeholder 
consultation or economic/social 
impact analysis and failed to rec-
ognize that community newspa-
pers – with or without an insert 
– are not junk mail; they are a 
social good.

The juxtaposition of the shut-
tering of Winnipeg’s Community 
Review at the same time as the 
revelation of $30.8 million in 
bonuses at Canada Post has not 
been lost on community newspa-
per publishers across Canada.

What should Ottawa do about 
it?

First, Joël Lightbound, the 
minister responsible for Canada 
Post, should ensure the Crown 
corporation is treating communi-
ty newspapers fairly and offering 
them comparable pricing to what 
it offers to TC Transcontinental.

Second, the House of Commons 
Standing Committee on Canadian 

Heritage should conduct hearings 
into the role Canada Post can 
play in the sustainability of com-
munity newspapers – ensuring 
the relationship is one of partner-
ship, rather than predatory and 
parasitic.

When a community loses a 
newspaper, like Winnipeg’s 
Community Review or Métro 
Média’s publications in Quebec, 
the information vacuum can lead 
to people getting their news from 
less than reliable sources – like 
AI and social media – which can 
create division that drives people 
apart. Without a check on local 
government, corruption, mis-
management and wasteful spend-
ing often flourish, which can re-
sult in higher municipal taxes and 
borrowing costs. 

It was not foreign Big Tech mo-
nopolists like Google and Meta 
that caused Manitoba’s largest 
community newspaper to shutter. 
It was Canada Post. 

And it’s not like we weren’t 
warned. 

Thirty years ago, in his re-
view of Canada Post’s mandate, 
George Radwanski recommend-
ed the postal service get out of 
delivering unaddressed junk 
mail (i.e., flyers), concluding that 
the Crown corporation engaged 
in inappropriate practices that 
created unfair competition for 

private businesses like communi-
ty newspapers. 

As a former Toronto Star ed-
itor-in-chief, Radwanski knew 
the news business. He noted 
that Canada Post was actively 
siphoning advertising revenue 
away from the news industry 
and adroitly cautioned that the 
state-granted mail delivery mo-
nopoly should not be in the busi-
ness of crippling the financial 
health of newspapers.

A healthy democracy demands 
a healthy community news media 
ecosystem. Let’s level the play-
ing field and restore competition 
in the flyer distribution market 
before more community newspa-
pers shutter. 

Paul Deegan is president and 
chief executive officer of News 
Media Canada. 

Canada Post and the shuttering of community newspapers

Paul Deegan, president and chief 
executive officer of News Media 
Canada

PAUL DEEGAN

Submitted to the Gazette

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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There was a talented young vio-
linist busking in front of the Avon 
Theatre. As I dropped a loonie into 
her case, I couldn’t help but notice 
that the coin nestled into a large 
collection of American bills.

And that reminded me of a cliché 
– one that is nonetheless true. We 
almost never visit wonderful desti-
nations that are too close to home. 
A good number of Niagara Region 
residents don’t go to see the Falls. 
Lots of Ottawa folks never visit the 
National Gallery. Many Winnipeg 
people have not darkened the door 
of the Canadian Museum for Hu-
man Rights.

And while Americans and Cana-
dians from farther away pour into 
Stratford by the score to see some 
of the best theatre in the world, we 
locals often give it a miss.

After seeing our first two Strat-
ford productions this season, I 
have to say we locals are making 
a big mistake.

I often hear people comment on 
the cost, sometimes comparing it 
to other regional theatres. Well, 
yes, Stratford is more expensive 
than the others. But frankly, as 
good as the regional theatres can 
be, Stratford is consistently several 
steps higher on the ladder of excel-
lence.

We’ve just seen Guys and Dolls 
and The Importance of Being Ear-
nest. The acting, singing, dancing, 
sets – in fact, everything – is sim-
ply the best, by far, that you will 
find anywhere in this area. The 
productions, I venture to say, are 
as good as anything theatregoers 
will find anywhere!

And another note about the cost 
– we locals are often offered bar-
gain basement prices. Last week, I 
received social media notifications 
of ticket prices at the Festival as 
low as $29, and ranging upward, 
but never getting near the usual 
price.

It also occurs to me that, even at 
full price, tickets to see amazing 
theatre are still less expensive than 
good seats at a Blue Jays’ game, 
and way less than tickets to see the 
Leafs lose. I say this as a lifelong 
Leafs fan, by the way.

Enough about economics. Strat-
ford is a destination that locals are 
foolish to ignore. Not just the the-
atre, but also the restaurants, the 
concerts (often outdoors and free), 
the shops and the beautiful parks 

and gardens.
But most of all, the theatre.
The two plays I’ve seen were 

both enormous fun. Difference 
genres, but both full of laughter, 
extremely talented performances 
and very clever sets.

Let’s start with Guys and Dolls. 
In my mind, the star of the show 
never appears on stage; she is Don-
na Feore, a Stratford resident who 
is a wildly talented choreographer 
and director. She performed both 
duties for Guys and Dolls, and the 
dance sequences are more than 
worth the price of admission on 
their own.

The cast is terrific – Mark Uhre 
as Nathan Detroit, Olivia Sin-
clair-Brisbane as Sarah Brown, 
Jennifer Rider-Shaw as Miss Ad-
elaide. But I admit I am biased; 
I have enjoyed the work of Dan 
Chameroy every time I have seen 
him on stage, and I did so again. 
And the show-stealing song, 
“Sit Down, You’re Rocking The 
Boat,” is performed magnificent-
ly by Steve Ross as Nicely-Nicely 
Johnson. Full disclosure, Steve is 
a much-treasured acquaintance of 
mine, and to see him nail the per-
formance was a highlight of the 
afternoon for me.

The entire play is performed 
with great energy, and yet, minute 
attention detail. If you like musi-
cals with happy endings, you will 
love Guys and Dolls. If you don’t 
like musicals with happy endings, 
I don’t think I can help you.

If song and dance is the signa-

ture of Guys and Dolls, words are 
the focus of The Importance of 
Being Earnest. This clever, funny, 
satirical piece is the work of Oscar 
Wilde, and it is jam-packed with 
his wit. But it’s also silly in a bril-
liant way.

Again, the cast was excellent; 
Carter Gulseth as Algernon Mon-
crieff, Allison Lynch as Gwendo-
len Fairfax, Marissa Orjalo as Ce-
cily Cardew and Joe Perry as John 
Worthing were in the lead roles, 
and were terrific. But the play 
holds a special treat. Two giants 
of Canadian stage and screen were 
featured in this production; Fio-
na Reid as the unstoppable Lady 
Bracknell and Lucy Peacock as 
Miss Prism, a prim spinstress with 
a deeply guarded secret.

A secret which is, of course, 
revealed, along with many other 
misunderstandings, misconcep-
tions and downright lies that form 
the basis for the hilariously unfold-
ing plot.

I am guessing that most of the au-
dience had seen a performance, or 
the movie, of Earnest prior to tak-
ing their seats in the Avon Theatre 
– including me. It says everything 
about the excellence of Stratford 
theatre that prior knowledge did 
not detract one bit from the sheer 
enjoyment of the performance. 
Even the big reveal by Miss Prism 
was received with shouts of laugh-
ter – not because folks were sur-
prised, but because Lucy Peacock 
was so good at her job.

Stratford: a destination that 
attracts visitors from all across 
North American and beyond, and 
where the doors are wide open to 
the Festival’s neighbours all sea-
son long. Enjoy!

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and past president 
of the Travel Media Association 
of Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.

A brilliant destination right next door

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

(DARIANE SANCHE PHOTO)

(DAVID HOU PHOTO)
(DAVID HOU PHOTO)

Steve Ross as Nicely-Nicely Johnson with members of the company, 
Guys and Dolls. Stratford Festival 2026.

The busker at the Avon Theatre attracted a lot of American patrons.

A sign that means "some of the best theatre in the world."

From left: Mark Uhre as Nathan Detroit, Jennifer Rider-Shaw as Miss Ad-
elaide, Dan Chameroy as Sky Masterson and Olivia Sinclair-Brisbane as 
Sarah Brown, Guys and Dolls. Stratford Festival 2026.

Fiona Reid.

By Paul Knowles

OH, THE 
PLACES 

WE'LL GO
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It seems to me in recent summers that 
wild grapevines are more rampant along 
our rural roads, highways and forest 
edges. 

I frequently see trees and shrubs that 
are partially, or event totally, covered 
by grapevines. While wild grapevines 
are part of Ontario’s ecosystem, they 
can be quite aggressive and kill trees 
through the weight of the vines, breaking 
branches, and by blocking sunlight and 
photosynthesis. 

During this time of climate change, we 
need to nurture and save every tree pos-
sible for the shade, oxygen and their pro-
cessing of CO2. The recommended way 

to deal with aggressive grapevines is to 
cut the stem at the base and allow the vine 
to die naturally (not pulling off the vine). 
Periodic cutting of the stems close to the 
base will keep grapevines under control.  

I hope that rural landowners and farmers 
can find the time to help with this problem 
on their respective properties. Let’s save 
our trees and the important ecosystem 
services they provide.

Kathy Mostardi, 
New Hamburg

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
Wild grapevines are taking over 
our trees

The Tavistock Agricultural Society on 
June 27 hosted the 5 Corner Summer Sips 
event.  

The winner of the 50/50 draw was Vikki 
Telfer and she won $936. The Agricultural 
Society thank the community for support-
ing the event.  

The Agricultural Society has selected 
organizations as recipients of the pro-
ceeds where the funds allocated to them 

would benefit local, rural, urban and com-
munity. The organizations are 4H agricul-
tural, Junior Farmers and Big Brothers 
Big Sisters.

Chris Wiffen, 
Tavistock Agricultural Society

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
5 Corner Summer Sips event 
successful

This summer has been hot, and climate 
change scientists predict much hotter sum-
mers ahead. What can you do? Plant trees. 

Lots of trees.
How do trees keep us cool? First, they 

provide shade, protecting us from direct 
sunlight. But there's more to it than that. 
Tree leaves don't get hot the way roofs, 
sidewalks, roads, or parking lots do. Un-
shaded pavement can reach temperatures 
11°C to 25°C hotter than the surrounding 
air. Even after the sun sets, these surfaces 
continue to release their stored heat, keep-
ing the surrounding air warmer well into 
the evening.

So where does the sun's energy go when 
it hits a tree?

Instead of heating up, trees (and other 

green plants) use much of that energy to 
power photosynthesis. That's how they 
produce the food they need to grow and 
store energy for the future (we get that en-
ergy back when we burn wood).

Trees also cool the air through a process 
called transpiration. As they release water 
vapour from their leaves – hundreds of li-
tres on a hot day – they create a natural 
cooling effect, much like sweat cools our 

bodies. A single large tree can release up to 
380 litres of water each day.

The result? Streets lined with mature 
trees are several degrees cooler than those 
without them. A shaded sidewalk can feel 
up to 8°C cooler than one in full sun.

Every tree planted today helps create a 
cooler, healthier community tomorrow. 
Trees don’t just survive the heat, they help 
us beat it!

Trees are cool

By Chrystina McNeil
Let’s Tree Wilmot  

ROOTING
TREES

WORKING TO SERVE YOU IN WATERLOO REGION, PERTH AND OXFORD COUNTIES!

WELCOME HOMEWELCOME HOMEWELCOME HOMEWELCOME HOME

ALISONALISONALISON
WILLSEYWILLSEYWILLSEY
ALISON
WILLSEY

like like 
& follow & follow 

Real Estate BrokerReal Estate Broker  

Direct : 519-275-4900
Office : 519-747-0231REALTOR® since 2005 

willseyalison@gmail.com         www.willseyrealestate.com          www.peakrealtyltd.com

MLS# 40823834 Price: $319,900 
3991 PERTH RD. 107. C1 Zoning,  
3 bed, 1bath. Possiblities await!

MLS#40813130  Price: $890,000
3498 ROAD 109, 5 bedrooms, 2 baths, just

over ½ acre, surrounded by farmland

MLS#40823112  Price: $819,900 
41 BAUER ST.  3 bed 2 full baths, triple
garage,  high ceilings, spacious home 

MLS#40833529 Price: $1,147,500-
355 WOODSTOCK ST. S. 

3+2 bed, 3 full baths, det. shop/garage,
pool,  inlaw potential, walk up, spacious lot 

Tavistock 

Shakespeare

Perth East Twp.

MLS#40841793   76 JACOB ST. E., 
 3 bed 2 full baths, det. garage, dbl driveway, above ground

pool, deep yard, spacious principal rooms

Tavistock Tavistock 

PRICE IMPROVEMENT $579,900
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THURSDAY, JULY 23
Pic-nic In the Park
Lunch :  12:00 to 1 pm  from Tavi Chill 
Music & Dancing :  1.30 to 3.30 pm
Entertainment : Dianne & Gary The Cavaliers, 
with Steve Todd. Bring lawn chairs. For tickets 
and more information, call Don Junker (519) 
535-7052
Queens Park Pavilion, 
1 Adam St, Tavistock, ON
All Things Green Youth Trivia Night 
6-9 p.m.
Hosted by the Nith Valley EcoBoosters Youth 
Advocates. For more information contact nveb.
youthadvocates@gmail.com
Wilmot Recreation Complex 
1291 Nafziger Rd., Baden
SATURDAY, JULY 25
Saturday Strolls in Sylvan Splendor - Schmidt 
Woods, NH
1:30 - 3 p.m.
Keep an eye out for the rare rock elm, 
and look at the tree trunks. Some look 
like elephant legs, some shaggy, and 
others like burnt cornflakes. Details and 
registration: https://www.eventbrite.ca/o/
lets-tree-wilmot-34384003923
Wilmot Recreation Complex (meet at trail 
entrance near the Splash Pad)
1291 Nafziger Road, Baden
MONDAY, JULY 27
Food Trucks at Grace United Church Tavistock
4:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Siggi's, El Milagro, Ish n Chips
Donations to Tavistock Health Clinic
(no trucks on August 3, 2026)
Grace United Church
116 Woodstock St. S. Tavistock
Wilmot Council meeting
6-7 p.m.
Council chambers
60 Snyder’s Road W., Baden
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5
East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
9 a.m.
Council Chambers
89 Loveys Street East, Hickson

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7
Optimist Club of Tavistock Friday Night Fries
4:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Optimist Food Trailer
Tavistock Optimist Park
MONDAY, AUGUST 10
Food Trucks at Grace United Church Tavistock
4:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Born2Eat, Fo'Cheezy, Beavertails 
Donations to Grace United Church
Grace United Church
116 Woodstock St. S. Tavistock
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11
Perth East council meeting
7 p.m.
Council chambers
25 Mill Street East, Milverton
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15
Tavistock & District Historical Society 
Museum 
1-4 p.m. (other times by appointment)
Email: info@tavistockhistory.ca or call 519-655-
3334. All welcome.
37 Maria Street, Tavistock
MONDAY, AUGUST 17
Food Trucks at Grace United Church Tavistock
4:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Siggi's, Pablas Street of India, SWAT
Donations to Tavistock Agricultural Society
Grace United Church
116 Woodstock St. S. Tavistock
TUESDAY, AUGUST 18
Free Caregiver Connection peer support 
groups
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Worried about your child or youth? Parents and 
Caregivers for Mental Health (PCMH) offers free 
peer support groups for caregivers, in person, 
virtual, or hybrid. Visit family.cmho.org or email 
oxfordcounty@pcmh.ca for more information.
Revel Realty Woodstock, 
111 Huron Street, Woodstock
Wellesley Council meeting
6:45 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill

MONDAY, AUGUST 24
Food Trucks at Grace United Church Tavistock
4:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Berlin 95, Ish n Chips, El Milagro
Donations to Camp Bimini
Grace United Church
116 Woodstock St. S. Tavistock
FRIDAY, AUGUST 28
Wellesley Township Fall Fair 2nd annual 
Senior Tea
2:30 - 4:00 p.m.
Seniors and almost seniors from Wellesley 
Township and their surrounding communities 
are invited to a special afternoon celebrating 
the people who have helped build and support 
the rich tradition of the Wellesley Fall Fair. 
Live entertainment by the “Dynamic Duo”. 
Call Joanne Stewart for details-519-658-0764.
Bill Gies Recreation Centre
1401 Queens Bush Rd, Wellesley
MONDAY, AUGUST 31
Food Trucks at Grace United Church Tavistock
4:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Born2Eat, Los Rolling Tacos, Fo'Cheezy
Donations to Tavistock Agricultural Society
Grace United Church
116 Woodstock St. S. Tavistock
EVERY WEDNESDAY
TOPS - Taking off Pounds Sensibly 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.   
Contact Cathie 519-662-9273
St James Church, Baden
Euchre Night
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
New Hamburg Legion
65 Boulee St., New Hamburg
FREE SENIORS ACTIVITIES
Tavistock Seniors Pickleball
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 12-4 p.m.
Contact: Don Junker 519-535-7052
Tavistock Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St.
Tavistock Seniors Card Games
Monday drop in 1-4 p.m.
Contact: Bob Routly 519-301-2118
Tavistock Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St.

FREE SENIORS ACTIVITIES CON'T
VON Senior Exercise Drop-In Standing Class
Tuesday and Thursday 9-10 a.m.
To register contact 519-539-1231 ext. 6319
Tavistock Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St.
VON Senior Exercise Drop-In Sitting Class
Tuesday and Thursday 10:25-11:25 a.m.
To register contact 519-539-1231 ext. 6319
Village Manner, 98 Woodstock St., Tavistock
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY MUSEUM DISPLAYS
Museum Display:  "The Glasgow Warehouse" 
Can be viewed anytime
Tavistock Home Hardware (Front window), 
24 Woodstock Street S., Tavistock
Travelling Museum Display:  “Heritage of 
Hickson’s Sports Teams”
Check out the earliest Hickson baseball teams 
and the display full of vintage equipment.    
History and photos of the Hickson Baseball 
teams dating back to the early 1900’s complement 
the display.
Hours:  Monday-Friday 8:30 am-4:30 pm 
runs until until the end of September 2026.
EZT Township Administration Building (lobby), 
89 Loveys Street, Hickson 

PLATTSVILLE & DISTRICT HERITAGE 
SOCIETY
Plattsville & District Heritage Society exhib-
it "Holidays & Celebrations That Bring Us 
Together" 
June 6 to September 19 | Saturdays 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m.
Donations accepted. Refreshments. Contact 
plattsvilledistrictheritage@gmail.com or call 
519.535.1417.
Archive & Museum at Chesterfield, 
816661 Oxford Rd 22, Bright

Ser v ing
Ont ar io

Ag r ic ul t ur e
s inc e 1966! 

Famil y o w ned  
& 

Oper at ed519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
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Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - JULY/AUGUST 2026

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: thewtgazette@gmail.com

The Community Calendar allows non-profit organizations to promote their free admission
community events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location
as well as contact information (ie phone number, email address or website).
If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, The
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette offers the following options for promoting your community events:

Coming Events Word Ad  (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
Coming Events Boxed Word Ad (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
Display Ad - Sizes begin at a Small Classified Display ad (3.3" x 2.5") - $35 + hst 

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

SEND US YOUR STORY IDEAS AND YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR TO 
GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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TO BOOK YOUR SPACE, EMAIL THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

CHIROPRACTIC
LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

COMPUTERS

FOCUSFOCUS COMPUTERS COMPUTERS 

73 PEEL ST,
NEW HAMBURG
519-662-6720

NOW SELLING 

AUDIO INTERFACES

AND OTHER MUSICAL

ACCESSORIES!!
VIRUS REMOVAL
ON SITE AND IN-STORE SERVICE
NEW AND USED COMPUTERS

ASSISTANCE

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1 2024-10-22   4:32 PM2024-10-22   4:32 PM

CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

E&L
CSN - E&L
374 Hamilton Road, 
Unit 4, New Hamburg, 
ON, N3A 2K2

Ryan Pacey
Manager

T: 519-662-1892
E: newhamburg@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)
Website: csncollision.ca/el

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

AGRICULTURAL SERVICE

• Custom 3x4 baling 
• Able to cut to 44 mm
• Acid available
• Mowing and merging available

226-880-2270226-880-2270

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

CONSTRUCTION CONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFIED ADS

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca 
Cola, Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, 
Huether Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, 
Wristwatches and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, 
Beaver Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil  cans and signs 
Red Indian Supertest etc Any small furniture. If you 
are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me 
- 519-570-6920.

WANTED
Local elderly Tavistock couple in search of someone 
to help drive them to New Hamburg at least twice 
a month and sometimes to Kitchener. Willing to 
pay a reasonable amount. Please contact Janice at 
519-655-2514

WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, 
Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. 
Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and 
Stereo Equipment.  For more information:  Diamond 
Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford / 226-972-5750

FOR SALE
Shade Trees; Maples, Oaks, Birch, Beech, Honey 
Locusts, Elms, Magnolia, Hydrangea Tree, Tulip 
Tree, Crab apples, Ivory Silk Lilac, Chanticleer Pear, 
Golden Weeping Willows and more. Apples, Pears, 
Peaches, Plums, Apricots, Nectarine, Blueberry, 
Haskap etc. Lots of healthy strong Spruce, Cedars 
and White Pine for your privacy hedges and wind-
breaks. Hundred of flowering shrubs. Reg Hours 7am- 
6pm Mon-Sat at Martins Nursery c/o Emanuel Martin. 
42661 Orangehill Rd., Wroxeter, ON 
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SUDOKU SOLUTION

Quiz Time Answers
1.	 Spain
2.	 World Wrestling 

Entertainment
3.	 Toto
4.	 Cherry Blossom
5.	 Latin
6.	 CO

7.	 Chief Executive 
Officer

8.	 Lee Harvey 
Oswald

9.	 Bats
10.	Airbus A380

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED 
AD CONTACT 

HEATHER DUNBAR AT 226.261.1837 
OR HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

PICK UP YOUR COPY OF

New Hamburg
Thrift Centre, Short Stop, Sobeys, Office Pro, No Frills, 

Mario's Chicken, Library, McDonalds, Tim Hortons, 
Nith Valley Butcher, The Whining Tree, Town Square 

Pharmasave, Heart'n Home Creations, Cook's Pharmacy, 
Great Canadian Dollar, Wilmot Recreation Centre, 

Pizza Arca, Old Country Restaurant, Cloverleaf Leaf Farms

Tavistock
D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim Hortons, Hasty Market, 

Sam's Independent
Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library,

Tavistock Arena, Scotia Bank

Wellesley
Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy

Schmidtsville Restaurant, Wellesley Service

Shakespeare
Shakespeare Brewery, Shakespeare Variety, 

Shakespeare Pies

St. Agatha
Pfennings Store, Hasty Market

Petersburg
Petro Canada Gas Bar

Stratford
Food Basics, Sobeys, No Frills, Klomps Home & Garden

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety,

Baden Coffee Company, Pharmacy in Baden Plaza

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market
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EXCAVATING

HOME SERVICES

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

MASSAGE

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
• Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

PLUMBING

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

LEGAL

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

LANDSCAPING

TRAVEL

TUTORING

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

STORAGE
STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE

Call for Pricing!
MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

SALES REP

To book your space call 

Heather Dunbar 
at 226.261.1837 or 

heather@granthaven.com

To advertise, contact 
Heather Dunbar at 226.261.1837 or 

heather@granthaven.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

To book your a space call 
Heather Dunbar at 

226.261.1837 or 
heather@granthaven.com
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CONTACT
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HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM

C O N T A C T
H E A T H E R  D U N B A R  
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H E A T H E R @ G R A N T H A V E N . C O M

PROMOTE
YOUR

BUSINESS
HERE

PROMOTE
YOUR

BUSINESS
HERE

REAL ESTATE

WINDOW CLEANING

CONTRACTORS

Residential � Commercial
Agricultural � jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

Foundations & Floors

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 
Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

ELECTRICAL

DENTAL

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

HAPPY 
TO HELP
Home Services

519-575-6198

Call Kelly 
Nabrotzky

Ladies - I’m happy to 
help you thrive in your 
own home. 
Whatever your needs 
are, we can make it 
work together.

Kelly’s

Serving New Hamburg 
and surrounding areas.
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Kellys Service Ad 2 x 2.pdf   1   2026-06-29   9:26 AM

SERVICES (all ages welcome): dental 
cleaning & polishing (stain removal), 

teeth whitening, custom sport 
mouthguards, oral cancer screening, 

denture cleanings & more!
ONLINE BOOKING @ www.wilmotsmiles.ca
226-880-1648   lisa@wilmotsmiles.ca

NEW HAMBURG, ONTARIO

INVESTMENTS

Invest for 
Income

Jack Tchabushnig
Associate Investment Advisor

519.883.6066  •  Twealth@raymondjames.ca 
Twealthgroup.comr

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT TEAM

GUTTER GUARD INSTALLATION 
SERVICE BY DAVID LEBLANC 
SERVING THE REGION SINCE 2009 

1001606291 
519-635-2375

iamdaveleblanc@gmail.com
TREE SERVICES

EAVESTROUGH REPAIR

EXPERT TREE CARE SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFIED 
INSURED FREE ESTIMATES

Contact us at (226)-993-1912 or 
email info@greenheadtreecare.ca

Sylvan of Stratford
Get ahead this summer with Sylvan!

Whether your child needs to catch 
up or get ahead, our teachers are 
ready to help create a one-of-a-kind 
personalized program that will work 
for your child. Get support with 
Sylvan today!

Your child is unique, and our
solutions are too! 

SUMMER
SALE

ON NOW!
Free Assessment 
PLUS sale. O­er 
valid in London 

and Stratford only.
Expires 06/26/2026

145-103 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519-657-7323

southlondon@SylvanLearning.com
SYLVANLEARNING.COM 
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