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RIVER VALLEY

FAMILY FUN
TUBING NIGHT AT
RIVER VALLEY!

Mark your calendars and
book now!

SUNDAY MARCH 1ST
5:30PM - 8:30PM

All 90 minute passes will be
on sale for $24.

Use promo code: grads2026
at check out to receive
$15 off per person before
tax & fees!

All are welcome!

CALL'US FOR INQUIRIES AT
519.225.2329

WWW.RIVERVALLEYGOLFANDTUBE.COM

MARCH
BREAK

March 16" - 20th

(ages 7-12)

Register Today

Only $299

www.stonetownkarate.ca

Camps running at both locations

USE AT YOUR OWN RISK! (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
A few people got stuck recently on Glass Street between James Street North and Emily Street. This

is an unassumed road meaning that it is not maintained by the town, nor is it their responsibility for
snow removal, repairs or liability. Travelers are required to use them at their own risk.

Personal liability risks prompt
governance review for
Kirkton-Woodham Community Centre

Board members and volunteers could be personally liable in the
event of an accident or injury

GALEN SIMMONS erned and operated.

At a joint meeting held at the community
centre on Feb. 9, councils from both munic-

Concerns about personal liability exposure ipalities received a report from David Wood-
for volunteer board members and volunteers  ward, a partner with Lerners LLP in London,
at the Kirkton-Woodham Community Centre outlining serious gaps in liability protection
have prompted Perth South and South Huron under the current governance structure of
councils to begin examining significant chang-  the community centre and the broader Kirk-
es to how the jointly owned facility is gov- CONTINUED TO PAGE 8

Regional Editor

Local survivor

to speak at St.
Marys community
session on intimate
partner violence

Sydney Touzel to share her
experiences in hopes of encouraging
others to seek support

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor

When St. Marys and area residents gather at
Little Falls Public School on Feb. 17 to learn more
about intimate partner violence, they’ll hear from
someone whose life was nearly taken in that very
parking lot.

Domestic-violence survivor Sydney Touzel
will be the featured speaker at the Stop Violence
Against Women (StopVAW) Perth County com-
munity information session in St. Marys from
6:30-8:30 p.m. The event is part of a countywide
series aimed at helping residents recognize the
signs of intimate partner violence, respond safe-
ly and understand the supports available close to
home.

For Touzel, the invitation came at the same time
she was planning a fundraising half-marathon for
Optimism Place Women’s Shelter and Support
Services in Stratford, and the timing felt impos-
sible to ignore.

“It just kind of worked out timing-wise,” she
said. “I’ve always wanted to somehow use what
happened to me to help people, but these two
things just kind of landed in my life and 1 was
like, “Well, I don’t want to say no now.” ”

On Feb. 12, 2020, Touzel was attacked and near-
ly killed by her former partner in her car outside
Little Falls after dropping off her young son. She

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2
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COMMUNITY

Local survivor to speak at St. Marys community
session on intimate partner violence

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

survived the assault, but the attack and the years of abuse
leading up to it changed the course of her life. Since then,
she has been rebuilding, parenting and slowly deciding
how and when to speak publicly about what happened.

At the Feb. 17 session, she doesn’t plan to retell every
detail.

“I don’t really plan on sharing my whole story. I mean,
you can only hear it so many times,” she said. “I more so
want to share the things that people maybe don’t really re-
alize or are too scared to leave for these reasons — like the
court process for one. My court process was horrendous.
And I know a lot of times that can deter people. ... I kind
of want to lean more towards those processes and how
they were for me because I know that sometimes those
things alone are enough for people to not want to come
forward or leave the situation they’re in.”

Touzel said she’s especially hoping to connect with oth-
er parents who feel trapped between their own safety and
fears about what might happen to their children if they
leave.

“I’'m hoping (to see) mothers like me,” she said. “ ...
I'm hoping that I can kind of relate to some mothers who
have gone through it or are wondering, ‘How do I get out
and protect my kids?” And hopefully I can speak to that.”

Returning to Little Falls for the event will be its own
emotional milestone.

“I haven’t been back to the school since COVID,” she

forward or to go to someone you trust because they might
know your partner or they know your parents or some-
thing like that. And so, I'm hoping by coming forward
and being able to talk about what happened to me that it
might give someone just a little bit of courage to do some-
thing, to talk to someone.”

Ultimately, Touzel wants people to leave the session
believing reaching out is worth it, even when it feels ter-
rifying.

“I hope I can maybe give them a little bit of peace of
mind even though these situations are the hardest thing
you’ll go through and coming forward is going to be ter-
rifying; nine times out of 10, it feels more terrifying than
actually just staying in the situation. But it does get bet-
ter,” Touzel said. “You just have to take one step forward.
And telling people; tell one person in your life because
they can help, ... which is something I never did. No one
in my life knew, and if I would have just told my mom or
my dad or a best friend, I probably could have gotten out
of this a lot sooner than I did.”

The St. Marys session will include a presentation from
StopVAW on the different forms of intimate partner vio-
lence, warning signs and practical ways to support some-
one who might be experiencing abuse. Local service
providers, including Optimism Place, will be on hand to
answer questions and connect people with resources in a
low-pressure setting.

/1

said. “I haven’t even been in that parking lot since. So, I
think the whole thing is going to be a little bit of a journey
for me, but I don’t know. I’m hoping it’s going to go well.”
Touzel also hopes the location, and the fact that she
grew up in St. Marys, will help the message land with a
local audience.
“In a town like St. Marys, everyone knows everyone,

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Sydney Touzel will share her experiences with intimate part-
ner violence as a featured speaker at Stop Violence Against
Women Perth County’s St. Marys community information ses-
sion at Little Falls Public School Feb. 17 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

the school the day it happened ... and I feel in a town like
this, especially when all the first responders are mostly

The event is free with food, drinks and parking provid-
ed. Registration is requested only to help plan refresh-
ments and can be completed online at stopvaw.ca under
the Events tab. No personal information collected for reg-
istration will be used beyond planning for the evening.

Anyone concerned about intimate partner violence can
contact Optimism Place’s 24/7 support line at 519-271-
5550 or 1-800-265-8598.

right?” she said. “I grew up with the teachers that were at  people we all know too, it’s a little bit harder to come
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St. Marys video series highlights creative community
housing solutions

ALEX HUNT the series after selling their house to
Independent Reporter their son and his family, then con-
verting their garage into a livable

St. Marys is opening the door to  home.
new housing ideas through a video “The space is much easier to clean
series that shares the real stories be-  and I really love it,” said Sandy
hind local development projects. MacPherson. “Everything is on one

The Town of St. Marys has floor, which makes the space more
launched a video series featuring convenient. We were excited when
residents, builders and developers  the town approached us to be part of
who share their experiences on at-  the video series. It was a great expe-
tainable housing solutions and how rience.”
the movement will impact the future Dave MacPherson, with the help
of the town’s housing infrastructure.  of family and friends, began to de-

The series focuses on key concepts  molish parts of the garage at the
of the Opening Doors program, part end of 2020. Construction extended
of the town’s Attainable Housing through 2021, and the couple was
Action Plan aimed at increasing and  ready to move in for 2022.
diversifying the local housing sup- “We talked about making this
ply. place a home quite often,” said Dave

“Opening Doors is the foundation  MacPherson. “It was always at the
for what the council wanted to see,a  back of my mind, but I had to check
focus on how we can do things more  with the town to make sure it was
locally,” said Grant Brouwer, direc- doable.”
tor of building and planning for the Dave and Sandy MacPherson’s
Town of St. Marys. “We sat down home includes a furnished main
and crafted what we wanted the se- floor, a kitchen, a bedroom and a
ries to represent, looking at what the  bathroom with an upstairs recre-
town wants to look like as we move  ational attic area.
through this process.” To watch the Town of St. Marys

Local couple Dave and Sandy Community Video Series Highlight-
MacPherson were approached by ing Attainable Housing Solutions,
the town last year to be featured in  visit townofstmarys.com.

(ALEX HUNT PHOTO)
Dave and Sandy MacPherson with the family dog, Marla, at their St. Marys home.
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EDITORIAL

deserves better

SPENCER SEYMOUR
Independent Sports Reporter

On Feb. 6, a St. Marys Minor Hockey tourna-
ment was delayed by approximately an hour and
20 minutes due to a leak in the roof of the Blue
rink at the Pyramid Recreation Centre (PRC).

The way it was handled by PRC management
was wholly inadequate.

To be clear, I do not mean the actual staff of the
PRC acted improperly. The people who work at
the PRC, from the guest-services desk and con-
cessions, to cleaning the floors, to driving the
Zamboni, work hard and generally do a good job.
They should not be viewed in any negative light
because of this situation.

This is about arena management feeling they
don’t need to tell local sports organizations about
a problem that has the chance to have major neg-
ative consequences.

At 1:25 p.m., two teams were stopped by ref-
erees from going onto the ice because there was
a slushy hole behind one of the nets caused by a
leak in the roof. The leak had progressed from
a “slow drip” on Thursday, Feb. 5, though the
“slow drip” was enough to warrant buckets being
placed on the ice and at least two different user
groups being told to avoid skating in that partic-
ular section.

In many instances, such drips are caused by
condensation, and they go away on their own.
Let’s accept that as a reasonable expectation.
Let’s also give the benefit of the doubt that the
arena is doing what it can to find a solution to the
problem.

There is still a gaping hole in how the arena
handled this. St. Marys Minor Hockey — which
was hosting a weekend-long tournament with
five divisions and 33 teams in attendance, some
of whom came from as far away as Toronto-Lea-
side, Chatham-Kent and Sault Ste. Marie — were
not told of the leak by the arena.

Again, the people tasked with running a week-
end-long tournament, who also have jobs and
lives to maintain outside of this tournament,
found out about the leak when two referees did
the right thing and decided it wasn’t safe to play
on an ice pad that had a slushy hole behind the net
moments before the game’s scheduled puck drop.

The arena didn’t tell St. Marys Minor Hockey’s
leadership, including the association’s president,
of the leak on Thursday, or even on Friday. They
found out about it through the referees’ decision.
When asked why minor hockey wasn’t informed

The St. Marys sports community

of the leak when it was known to the arena on
Thursday, recreation operations manager Doug-
las LaPointe declined to answer.

The fact that a minor sports organization that
is hosting a tournament isn’t informed there was
a leak in the roof is unacceptable and ridiculous.

Even if it is a reasonable expectation that the
leak would resolve itself, and even if you’re doing
everything in your power to fix it — and let’s as-
sume both of those are true — you cannot be 100
per-cent certain that this so-called “slow drip”
won’t turn into a more problematic leak.

All you have to do is send the leadership of the
association a message to the effect of, “We don’t
expect this to cause a big issue for the reasons
outlined, but there is a chance it becomes a prob-
lem, so we’re informing you of the situation.”

A local contractor who is also a member of St.
Marys Minor Hockey, when the 1:25 p.m. game
was prevented from starting, scrambled to get
the materials to install a makeshift eavestrough
to have the leaking water drip off the ice. That
individual deserves full credit for jumping into
action and working as quickly as they could to
fix the problem.

But imagine if they, or anyone within the as-
sociation’s leadership, had found out Thursday
night. Maybe that individual shows up Thursday
night and installs the eavestrough just as a pre-
caution. Maybe that individual, who was coming
to the rink anyway for the tournament, brings
those materials for the eavestrough with them to
the arena, just in case. Maybe they don’t bring
those materials but have them on standby and are
ready to drive a few blocks to go get them.

Maybe the delay is 30-45 minutes instead of
an hour and 20 minutes. Maybe there isn’t a sig-
nificant delay at all. Whether or not anything is
different about what happens after the referees
halt the tournament is irrelevant because it’s all
hypothetical, and we can’t know for sure exactly
what would have changed.

If the association was informed of the leak
Thursday night, even with the qualifier that it
wasn’t expected to be a major issue, they would
know about it and they would have the chance to
be prepared to deal with it.

The user groups across all sports who spend so
much money on ice time deserve, at the bare min-
imum, to know when there is a problem such as
aroof leak. It’s called being proactive, something
that evidently has a harder time permeating the
walls of the PRC than water does permeating the
roof of the Blue Rink.

Bravo

We have 4 Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to Alona Vasylieva with her weekly
column in the Independent newspaper. We
are grateful to you for opening our eyes to
how much Canadians take their everyday
lives for granted. You help us to appreciate
how much we have as Canadians.

2) Bravo to the Town of St. Marys for clearing
out the parking lot at the curling club. All we
need now is more parking or access to the
gravel lot!

3) Bravo to Peter Rice and Galen Simmons
for their insightful, well written back-to-
back editorials in your paper. Both articles
had excellent points and reflected what
many of us have been thinking. Well done!

4) Bravo to Spencer Syemour for his
dedicated sports coverage in town. Last
weekend for the hockey tournament, he was
there first thing in the morning taking photos
for the girls’ final and when | returned in the
evening for the boys’ game, he was still at it.
Thanks for all you do for local sports!

Boo

We have no Boos this week.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to be considered. Bravos and Boos are submitted by community
members and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

Quote of the Week

“The message that Bad Bunny sent, whether you like his music or not,
was with love, culture, and affection. In a world where everyone seems to
be fighting, you recognize Lady Gaga and Ricky Martin came, and if you
are in Mexico, Argentine, Colombia, Chile or wherever you are - it’s okay
to have a tear in your eye and feel proud that Benito sang in Spanish at

America’s biggest celebration.”

- ESPN reporter John Sutcliffe became emotional while reporting on
Bad Bunny'’s performance at Superbowl’s 2026 halftime show.

The Chinese are out
to destroy hockey?
| swear, Trump gets
stupider every day.

AT THE COFFEE SHOP

201 Queen St. E, St. Marys, ON 519.284.4555

If complaining about
winter was an Olympic
sport, | would have

won a gold, silver and
bronze by now.

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others?
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title
“Overheard at The Coffee Shop”, call 519.284.0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

GRANT Restoring small-town
HAVEN journalism, one community
MEDIA at a time!
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The body achieves
what the mind
believes.

Don't put a limit on
anything. The more
you dream, the
further you get.

No one can make you
feel inferior without
your consent.

Make today so

awesome that

yesterday gets
jealous.
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Roof leak causes delays on
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PRC’s Blue rink

Minor Hockey tournament delayed by over an hour

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

A leak in the roof of the Pyramid Recre-
ation Centre’s (PRC) Blue ice pad caused
a delay of approximately an hour and 20
minutes on Feb. 6, right in the middle of a
tournament being hosted by the St. Marys
Minor Hockey Association (SMMHA).

Right as players were waiting to step
onto the ice for a game at 1:25 p.m., refer-
ees noticed a slushy hole in the ice caused
by a leak that had begun as a slower drip
the day before, but became more promi-
nent by Friday. In the interest of player
safety, the referees didn’t allow the teams
to play until the ice was fixed and the leak
contained.

The game didn’t commence until around
2:45 p.m., just over an hour and 15 minute
later. Minor hockey games typically have
a run time of 50-55 minutes, making the
delay roughly the equivalent of a game
and a half of time that was lost.

Katharine Found, SMMHA president,
told the Independent later Friday afternoon
that accommodations were made to avoid
totally derailing the tournament schedule.

“I am disappointed that the issue was
not addressed and resolved by the town
when it was identified earlier,” Found
said. “However, I will say that when we
approached the town to request that their
weekly skating program be pushed to pre-
vent further delay in the tournament, they
were able to make a mutually respectful
compromise, and now our tournament is
basically back on schedule.”

Douglas LaPointe, the recreation opera-
tions manager for the town of St. Marys,
cited the harsh winter conditions as a pri-
mary factor causing the leak.

“The snow and extreme cold have caused
an abundance of ice, and ice has penetrat-
ed a metal secam on the roof,” LaPointe
said. “The leak began Thursday afternoon
as a slow drip, which, when dripping slow-
ly, causes a bump, not a hole. Oftentimes,

these drips are caused by condensation, so
they go away on their own. The leak got
steadily worse throughout the morning un-
til we had to pause to fix it.”

A local contractor who is also associat-
ed with the SMMHA was able to mobi-
lize quickly to secure the necessary ma-
terials to install a makeshift eavestrough
that would divert the leaking water from
dripping onto the ice and instead running
off past the top of the glass into a garbage
bucket.

LaPointe added that plans are in place to
institute short- and long-term solutions to
the problem.

“A temporary eavestrough was installed
to have the leak drip off the ice surface,
and a roofing contractor is arriving Mon-
day (Feb. 9) to temporarily fix the leak,”
said LaPointe. “There is currently a tender
out for roof repairs to be completed at the
PRC in the spring, and this section is in-
cluded in the scope of that project, with
specifications outlined by an engineer to
permanently address the cause. The metal
itself is in good condition, with seams and
transition areas needing work done as part
of regular asset management.”

The tournament saw teams from as far
away as Chatham-Kent, Toronto-Leaside
and Sault Ste. Marie in attendance. De-
spite the issue, Found doesn’t expect the
SMMHA to be viewed negatively as a re-
sult of the issue.

“I am disappointed that our tournament
attendees did face a significant delay, and
one that was beyond our control and likely
could have been prevented,” said Found.
“But [ am satisfied with the resolution and
do not fear that this will have significant
negative impacts on our SMMHA reputa-
tion or our ability to be viewed as a host of
quality and well-run tournaments. We will
be following up with the arena and town
staff to do a deeper dive into the incident
and ensure appropriate communication is
in place should something like this happen
again.”
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The latest municipal news
from the Town of St. Marys

The Stonetown Heritage Festival will return to
downtown St. Marys on Saturday, July 25 as part
of the brand-new Stonetown Summer Series!

Food truck and vendor applications are now
OPEN for the Heritage Festivall Apply by
8:00 a.m. Monday, March 2.

Apply: discoverstmarys.ca/heritagefestival

UPCOMING SPONSORED SKATES

Grab your friends and hit the ice at one of our
upcoming sponsored skates - thanks to St. Marys
Buick GMC and the Optimist Club of Downie!

e February 16,10:30 AM - 11:50 AM
e March16,1:30 PM - 2:50 PM

e March17,1:30 PM - 2:50 PM

e March19,1:30 PM - 2:50 PM

e March 20, 1:30 - 2:50 PM

Register: townofstmarys.com/activenet

LIFESAVING SOCIETY SWIM
INSTRUCTOR COURSE

This course is ideal for aspiring swim instructors.
Monday, March 16 - Thursday, March 19

2PM - 7PM daily

Must be 15 years of age by the end of the course
and have completed Bronze Cross certification.

Register by March 2: https://tinyurl.com/2jdjuha8

THINKING OF RUNNING FOR COUNCIL?

Join one of these upcoming Candidate Information
Sessions!

February 25| 6 - 9 PM | Pyramid Recreation Centre
March 25| 6 - 9 PM | Perth East Rec. Complex

Experienced and knowledgeable trainers from

Clerks On Call will guide prospective election
candidates through the essential information they
need before deciding to run for municipal office.

More information at townofstmarys.com/candidate

SHOWER PROGRAM

Pyramid Recreation Centre

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private, secure
and accessible for individuals of all
abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Contact us

519-284-2340
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca
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Senior of the Week

Our senior of the week is Janice Grant.
Janice was born and raised in St. Marys.
She has been married to Bruce, who grew
up here as well, for 55 years. She is the
mother of Rebecca and Nicolas and a
grandmother to Peyton and Ashton. Janice
loves gardening, reading, walking, playing
cards and travelling. She is turning 75 on
Feb. 10. Happy Birthday Janice!

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, contact us at 519.284.0041 or
info@stmarysindependent.com.
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By Jake Grant

1. What is the highest mountain in Greece?
2. What is a wallaby?

3. The Tower of London is famously “guarded
by” which kind of bird?

4. What human organ can regenerate itself?
5. Who won Album of the Year at the 2026
Grammy's?

6. Who did Anne Hathaway marry in 15827

7. What three headed dog is guardian of the
underworld?

8. Which illegal CIA program from the
1950s-1970s secretly experimented with mind
control and psychological manipulation?

9. What does NATO stand for?

10. What does the Latin phrase caveat emptor
translate to?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 35

Town of St. Marys and other local
municipalities to host Election
Candidate Information Sessions

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
Staff Contribution

The Town of St. Marys, Municipality of North Perth,
Municipality of Perth East, Municipality of West Perth,
Township of Perth South and the City of Stratford are
jointly hosting Election Candidate Information Sessions
for residents who are considering running for municipal
office.

The sessions will be led by experienced and knowledge-
able trainers from Clerks On Call and are designed to pro-
vide prospective candidates with essential information to
help them make informed decisions before entering the
municipal election process.

Participants will learn about reasons to run or not run
for municipal council, key personal and financial con-
siderations, and the roles and responsibilities of council
members and municipal staff. The sessions will also in-
clude an overview of the powers and influence of munic-
ipal government and council members, including strong
mayor powers, as well as governance, legislative and de-
cision-making processes. The importance of transparency
and accountability in local government will be discussed,
along with general campaign information and strategies
for engaging with the media and the public.

Join one of these two sessions being offered to provide
accessibility across the region.

Wednesday, Feb. 25

Pyramid Recreation Centre End Zone, 317 James St. S,
St. Marys from 6-9 p.m.

ONTARIO CANADA

S 1. MARYS

Wednesday, March 25

Perth East Recreation Complex, 40 Temperance St.,
Milverton from 6-9 p.m.

Join virtually by registering via email by 4:30 p.m. on
the day of the session: clerksoffice@town.stmarys.on.ca.

“These sessions provide valuable insight for anyone
considering serving their community through municipal
office,” said Town of St. Marys clerk Jenna McCartney in
a press release. “By offering clear and practical informa-
tion about the responsibilities of council and the realities
of running for office, we hope to support informed and
engaged local leadership across the region.”

The Election Candidate Information Sessions are open
to residents of all participating municipalities. No prior
political experience is required.

For more information, residents are encouraged to visit
their local municipal website or contact their municipal
clerk’s department.

THINKING OF
NOW WHAT??

Wednesday, February 25

Pyramid Recreation Centre — End Zone
317 James Street South, St. Marys
6:00 — 9:00pm

MUNICIPALITY OF

North Perth

Yo
}A?ratford

RUNNING FOR COUNCIL..........

JOIN ONE OF THESE UPCOMING
CANDIDATE INFORMATION SESSIONS!

Or Join Virtually!
Register via email by 4:30 pm on the day of the session: clerksoffice@town.stmarys.on.ca

Hosted by

VISIT TOWNOFSTMARYS.COM/CANDIDATE FOR MORE INFORMATION

Wednesday, March 25

Perth East Recreation Complex
40 Temperance Street, Milverton
6:00 — 9:00pm

i
~ ST. MARYS

West Perth

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
CALL 519.284.0041 OR EMAIL INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Kinsmen Club of St.
Marys gearing up for
Summerfest concert series

(ALEX HUNT PHOTO)

Mark King, vice president of the Kinsmen Club of St. Marys, at Milt Dunnell Field.

ALEX HUNT
Independent Reporter

From Rolling Stones and Pink Floyd
tributes to emerging Ontario talent, this
year’s Summerfest promises to deliver the
biggest and most diverse lineup yet.

Summerfest’s second annual concert se-
ries will be held at Milt Dunnell Field from
July 23-25. Friday will open with tributes
to rock classics such as The Rolling Stones
and Pink Floyd. Saturday will feature per-
formances by Small-Town Strip Club,
Loviet, City Ground and The Faultliners.

“It’s more than double the musical acts
we had last year. We want to continue to
branch out and keep growing,” said Mark
King, vice president of the Kinsmen Club
of St. Marys. “The more support we get,
the more we can raise for the communi-
ty, and the more we can keep that money
local.”

The event will close on Sunday with
country hits from Kelsi Mayne, Bradley
Hale, Jessie T, Maxwell Smith, Rebekah
Stevens and The Faultliners. Local ven-

dors and The Great Canadian Midway will
also be present.

King said he wants the festival to be a
launching point for up-and-coming south-
ern Ontario artists. He loves the idea
of musicians becoming noticed at local
events and transitioning to other career
opportunities.

King said funds raised from the event
will go to support struggling teenagers in
the community, but he’s open to whatever
is the greatest current local need.

The Kinsmen are looking for local men
to join the club. King said candidates must
have a passion for helping the community.

“Being a member of the Kinsmen Club
of St. Marys is incredibly rewarding,” said
King. “We get to give back to the commu-
nity, meet likeminded people and be part
of projects that make a real difference in
the town.”

To become a member, contact the Kins-
men Club of St. Marys through the website
at stmaryskinsmen.com or through their
social media.

How 1o LisTEN To ST. MARYS RADIO

radice)s

Step |. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
2. Click play on the online player
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Personal liability risks prompt governance review for
Kirkton-Woodham Community Centre

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

ton-Woodham Community Complex.

“At this point, the community centre
is owned by Perth South and South Hu-
ron together 50/50, however they are not
directly involved in the operation — it’s
members of the community who are run-
ning it on a day-to-day basis,” Woodward
said. “There are contributions from South
Huron and Perth South. ... More recently,
it’s been $20,000 each (annually) by South
Huron and Perth South with the volunteer
contingent here in Kirkton-Woodham op-
erating the community centre.”

The complex, which includes the com-
munity centre, swimming pool, communi-
ty hall, squash courts, pavilions, ball dia-
monds, playground and a Huron County
Library branch, is jointly owned by Perth
South and South Huron. While Perth South
is designated as the operating municipali-
ty under a 2024 agreement, the day-to-day
operations of the facility are handled by
a volunteer board drawn from the Kirk-
ton-Woodham community.

Woodward’s report makes it clear that,
under the current arrangement, volunteer
board members and other volunteers may
not be personally protected by any liabil-
ity insurance if an injury, accident or oth-
er claim arises from the operation of the
complex. In some scenarios, those volun-
teers could be personally responsible for
damages.

“By volunteers operating the communi-
ty centre, unfortunately those volunteers —
those of you who are volunteering — can be
personally responsible for any liabilities
and claims that arise in connection with
the operation of the community centre,”
Woodward said. “That would be incredi-
bly unfortunate if some of you, altruisti-
cally, try to make your community better
and run community events, whether it be
buck and does, baseball tournaments, all
that sort of thing. When people are injured,
it’s quite possible that they would look to
the people who operate the community
complex and the community centre and
make a claim against you.

“That means personal responsibility. It’s
very important that gets addressed because
right now, under the current structure,
there’s no insurance involved to protect
you and there is no direct alternate compa-
ny in place — or at least clearly in place —
to protect you. Those claims that can arise
as a result of the operation of the complex
could be paid by you. That means your
farm, your home, everything you earn; that
could be a big problem for people here.”

While the report notes it is not fully clear
whether the board is operating as part of
the incorporated Kirkton-Woodham Com-
munity Centre or as an unincorporated
volunteer committee — a distinction that
has major implications for liability ex-
posure — board members and councillors
from South Huron clarified the operators
of the community centre had been incor-
porated at one point, but that corporation
was dissolved to secure grant funding in
the past.

(PHOTO
The Kirkton-Woodham Community Centre.

Even if the board was operating under
an incorporated entity, Woodward said di-
rectors and officers can still face personal
liability without adequate insurance in a
number of circumstances including work-
place safety issues, environmental claims,
construction-related liabilities, payroll re-
mittances and unpaid debts.

As owners of the land and buildings,
Perth South and South Huron would also
likely be named in any lawsuit arising
from the operation of the complex, the
report states, underscoring the need for
clearer accountability, oversight and risk
management.

Woodward emphasized the current gov-
ernance model “must change” to protect
volunteers and ensure both municipalities
can properly manage their potential lia-
bilities. While acknowledging the strong
community pride and local involvement
that have sustained the complex for de-
cades, the report stresses that goodwill
alone is not a substitute for appropriate in-
surance coverage and formal governance
structures.

The report outlines multiple possible
governance options, but discussion at the
Feb. 9 meeting focused on two primary
paths forward.

One option would see the volunteer
board become a formal committee of
council. Under this model, the committee
and its volunteers would be covered under
Perth South’s municipal liability insur-
ance, significantly reducing personal risk.
Day-to-day operations would be more di-
rectly tied to municipal oversight, with the
board functioning in more of an advisory
role within a municipal framework. Oper-
ation of the community centre could fall to
municipal staff under this option.

“In order for liability coverage to be ex-
tended to a committee of council, there
needs to be a resolution passed by coun-
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COURTESY OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SOUTH HURON)

cil (saying) you are officially a committee
of council,” said Intact Insurance regional
manager of municipal and public adminis-
tration Tony Commisso, who was on hand
to lend his expertise as Perth South’s insur-
er. “That committee needs to be account-
able to council for all their activities and
actions. That means that committee group
needs to report to council and all finances
are directed by council and approved by
council.

“I’'m going to assume that’s where you
lost your insurance coverage as a previous
committee of council because it sounds
like the board is running its own financ-
es without getting direction from council
on how to use those finances. ... And the
final condition is that one or two council-
lors sit on that committee of council as
well, which it sounds like there was in the
past. What’s important to note is that the
committee of council and their volunteers
are all covered under that general liability
insurance that the township purchases an-
nually.”

The second option would involve the
Kirkton-Woodham Community Centre
board formally establishing itself as a
separate legal entity and securing its own
comprehensive insurance coverage to pro-
tect board members and volunteers. While
this approach would preserve a higher
degree of operational independence, both
Woodward and Commisso noted insur-
ance costs for a stand-alone entity would
be substantially higher and could place
new financial pressure on the organization.

Council and community discussion at
the meeting touched on the importance
of maintaining meaningful local input in
the operation of the complex, regardless
of which governance model is ultimate-
ly chosen. The report acknowledges that
community members value local control
and responsiveness and cautions that any

transition must balance risk management
with the community’s longstanding role in
shaping programming and operations.

Speaking on behalf of the communi-
ty centre board, treasurer Tim Shute told
those gathered that many of the prerequi-
sites necessary to be covered under Perth
South insurance policy as a committee of
council are already being met, making the
process of becoming a committee of coun-
cil simpler and less expensive than if the
board chooses to secure its own insurance
as a separate entity leasing the commu-
nity centre from Perth South. However,
Shute warned both councils that having
municipal staff take over operations at the
community centre might be more involved
than either municipality fully understands.

“I don’t think the community wants to
be in the position where they feel like they
need to ask the municipality for permission
to make use of this place,” Shute said. “On
paper, it belongs to the municipalities, but
mostly it belongs to the community. It was
not built by the municipalities; it was built
by the community. It was built by commu-
nity dollars, not municipal dollars. Further
to that, we witnessed the (Township) of
Perth South taking on the administration
of the whole complex and finding out they
do not have the staff; they were not pre-
pared to carry on with what they got into.

“So, I’m nervous and I’m afraid and I
would hope the councils put a lot of con-
sideration into the amount of staff time
that is going to be required to take on the
operations of this facility.”

Following the presentation and discus-
sion, both Perth South and South Huron
councils voted to direct staff to prepare a
follow-up report exploring the two options
in greater detail. That report is expected
to outline governance implications, insur-
ance considerations, financial impacts and
how each model would affect volunteer in-
volvement and community access.

As no immediate changes were made at
the meeting, members of the community
centre board and the wider community
expressed concern with continuing to op-
erate the community centre in the short
term without liability protection for board
members and volunteers.

“We do have a product called the rec-
reation affiliates policy,” Commisso said.
“There is an application; I cannot guar-
antee that this group will qualify for that
coverage, but I can send that application
to staff, they can complete the application,
submit it for a quote and if it is a number
that meets the requirements, then we can
possibly have short-term liability policy to
protect this group.”

When asked how quickly that short-term
coverage could be in place, Commisso
said the application is just 10 questions
and, if approved, the policy could be in
place within 10 days.

Further discussion is expected once staff
return with additional analysis and rec-
ommendations. At that time, Perth South
Mayor Sue Orr said another joint council
meeting will be held.
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Downie Optimist Club continues strong support for
youth and community programs

GARY WEST
Independent Reporter

One of the most active Optimist Clubs
in southern Ontario continues to be the
Downie Optimist Club, based in St. Pauls
between Stratford and St. Marys.

Founded in 1976 with sponsorship from
the Stratford Optimist Club, the Downie
Optimists have grown steadily over the
decades. The club now counts 67 mem-
bers, including 10 charter members who
have remained involved since the organi-
zation’s earliest days.

A strong focus on supporting youth
programming remains at the heart of the
club’s mission. To fund its many commu-
nity contributions, the Downie Optimists
host several popular fundraising events
throughout the year including the annual
sauerkraut, rib and pigtail dinner held at
the Downie Optimist Hall in St. Pauls. The
dinner regularly attracts hundreds of local
residents, offering an evening of good food
and community connection while support-
ing a wide range of charitable initiatives.

Club president Manny Puetz said the
past year has once again been a busy one,
with ongoing programming and financial
support directed toward youth-focused or-
ganizations across the region. Through its
fundraising efforts, the club has been able

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

Downie Optimist Club volunteers who recently served hundreds of guests at the club’s rib,
pigtail and sauerkraut dinner at the St. Pauls community hall include, from left, Bill McGavin,
Bill Thomson, Steve Coulthard, Patrick Kennedy of Kennedy’s Catering in St. Agatha, club

president Manny Puetz and Brent Baker.

to make significant donations to numerous
causes.

Among the club’s recent contributions
was $5,000 in Christmas gifts for families
supported by Optimism Place in Stratford

and the Emily Murphy Centre. Another
$5,000 donation was directed to Well-
spring Stratford to support an art program
for children either experiencing cancer
themselves or supporting a family member

who is undergoing treatment.

The Downie Optimists have also sup-
ported local sports and recreation, serving
as a platinum sponsor for St. Marys Rin-
gette and a gold sponsor for the Mitchell
Skating Club. A $1,200 contribution was
made to the Upper Thames Conservation
Authority to assist with water-safety ed-
ucation around lakes and rivers in Perth
South.

Additional support has included spon-
sorship of the school hard-boiled egg
snack and lunch program for public, sep-
arate and secondary schools throughout
Perth County. The club has also been a
longtime sponsor of the “Farm to You” ex-
perience at the Stratford Fall Fair, helping
connect visitors with agriculture and farm
animals.

Community involvement extends be-
yond financial contributions. Each year,
members participate in the St. Marys San-
ta Claus Parade, handing out candy bags to
children lining the parade route.

With 2026 marking the club’s 50th an-
niversary as a chartered Optimist Club,
members are now planning special ini-
tiatives to recognize five decades of ser-
vice. Puetz thanked area residents for their
continued support, noting that community
participation plays a vital role in sustain-
ing the club’s many programs.

Movement that inspires

(519) 508-5755

,.f“““"
www,stratfordkia.com gl:;f@rd
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St. Marys Public Library to host presentation on grief,
loss and end-of-life awareness

ALEX HUNT

Independent Reporter

The St. Marys Public Library and Lon-
don-based death doula/registered nurse
Jayne Dill will collaborate to bring new
awareness to grief education.

The Learning for Life: Grief & Loss
with Jayne Dill event will run on Feb. 23
at 6 p.m. at the Pyramid Recreation Cen-
tre. The free presentation will explore top-
ics of grief coping mechanisms as well as
end-of-life care support.

“I want people to leave with a better un-
derstanding of what grief is. It’s so indi-
vidual; there’s no wrong way to do this,”
said Dill. “As a Death Doula, I’ve support-
ed people when they’re dying, and we go
through what the goals of care are.”

With decades of nursing experience, Dill
says that the system can do better when it
comes to supporting individuals who are
grieving the loss of a loved one.

“We’re expected to go back to work af-
ter four or five days. This is a process, and
it’s a topic that’s not discussed because it’s

uncomfortable,” said Dill. “As a society,
we need to be more open to the concept
of death because it’s something that we all
experience.”

Library clerk and event facilitator Laura
McAsh said she hopes the event will help
make the topic more universally discussed
and provide education to individuals un-
aware of the grief process.

On Feb.23, Dill will present a slideshow
explaining how society navigates grief and
loss. She encourages people to ask ques-
tions during the presentation, allowing the
audience to lead themselves through top-
ics they wish to discuss.

“I think it’s important to bring that
awareness front and centre because when
you believe you’re going to die, you live
differently,” said Dill. “People are most
present in the moment, and many of us
don’t live that way. The thing with grief is
that people need to be witnessed, acknowl-
edged and validated.”

For more information about Dill, visit
her website at londondeathdoula.ca.

(ALEX HUNT PHOTO)
Jayne Dill, registered nurse and death doula, at the Pyramid Recreation Centre.

2026 NISSAN ROGUE S AWD

LEASE
FROM

PN

0.9”

FOR
36 MONTHS
O.AC

Stratféerd nissan

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 900-8:00; Fri-Sat. 900-6:00

PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00. FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, OUR SERVICE DEPT IS NOW OPEN ON SATURDAYS

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON

" CONQUER ALL
CONDITIONS

STRATFORD NISSAN

519.273.3119
www.stratfordnissan.com

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
CALL 519.284.0041 OR EMAIL INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM




St. Marys Independent Thursday, February 12, 2026 n

Nuclear energy
Is powering
hew jobs

We're creating over 150,000 new jobs

during the construction and operation

of our new nuclear facilities, delivering
new opportunities for workers.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

Ontario.ca/PoweringOntario -
Paid for by the Government of Ontario O n ta r I 0 @




Thursday, February 12, 2026

St. Marys Independent

Perth County awards contract for courthouse roof

replacement

Roof replacement comes in under budget

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Editor

Perth County staff has awarded a con-
tract to replace a leaking roof section
at the recently renovated Perth County
courthouse in Stratford.

At its Feb. 5 council meeting, council-
lors received a staff report recommend-
ing Semple Gooder Roofing Corporation
as the successful bidder for the replace-
ment of a flat roof located above a sec-
ond-floor vault at the historic courthouse.
The work will address ongoing water in-
filtration issues in an area of the building
currently occupied by the Ministry of the
Attorney General.

“The roof is located at the back of the
courthouse over a vault on the second
level, which is an area rented by our
tenant, the Ministry of the Attorney Gen-
eral,” said Perth County executive direc-
tor of public works John McClelland.
“Fifty-thousand dollars was budgeted for
the roof replacement, and it is a carry-

over project from 2025.”

The contract, valued at $43,950 plus
HST, came in under the county’s ap-
proved 2026 capital facilities budget.
Under the county’s procurement policy,
the contract can be authorized and exe-
cuted by senior staff without requiring
additional council approval.

According to the report presented to
council, the existing roof membrane has
reached the end of its service life and
requires replacement to prevent further
damage to the structure below. The new
roof system will consist of a self-heal-
ing modified bitumen membrane with
a gravel surface, designed to offer en-
hanced resistance to ultraviolet exposure
and water deterioration.

McClelland said with the inclusion of
a special protective coating, the new roof
will be warrantied for a lifespan of 25-30
years.

“I’'m not a great lover of rooves ...
but the opportunity is probably there

right now to put a steel roof on, and that
would give us a longer lifespan and pre-
vent leakage coming in there,” Coun.
Walter McKenzie suggested. “It’s just a
thought.”

“We’re dealing with the courthouse; if
we are to alter anything with that court-
house as far as aesthetics and/or structur-
al on the outside, we’re going to have to
go through the heritage committee and
the heritage department,” McClelland
responded.

Three bids were submitted through
the county’s request-for-tender process,
which closed on Dec. 17, 2025. Semple
Gooder Roofing Corporation submit-
ted the lowest bid, followed by Proteck
Roofing and Sheet Metal Inc. and At-
las-Apex Roofing Inc. While the county
has not previously worked with Semple
Gooder, staff confirmed the contractor
met all tender specifications and provid-
ed satisfactory references.

“Everything checks out with their sub-

mission and references,” McClelland
said.

Construction is expected to begin in
early spring, weather permitting, with
completion anticipated by the end of
April 2026.

The roof replacement follows a series
of major upgrades to the courthouse
campus in recent years, including the
installation of a three-storey, fully ac-
cessible elevator and associated interior
renovations aimed at improving public
access to the 19th-century building. A
multi-million-dollar project connecting
the courthouse to the former land reg-
istry office at 5 Huron St. also saw its
formal ribbon-cutting last summer, con-
solidating Perth County administrative
services at the site.

County staff noted the roof replace-
ment is a necessary maintenance proj-
ect to protect recent investments in the
courthouse and ensure the long-term sus-
tainability of the historic building.

Holiday hours for town facilities — Family Day (Feb. 16)

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT

Staff Contribution

The following hours will be in effect for Town of St.
Marys facilities for Family Day (Monday, Feb. 16).

Closed Monday, Feb. 16:

* Administrative offices (town hall and municipal opera-

tions centre)
* Adult Learning
* Before and After School Program
* Child care centre
* EarlyON centre
» Fire station
* Friendship Centre
* Landfill
* Library

* Mobility services offices (rides must be booked by 3

— "‘ﬁ:
|

I |
p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 12)

* Museum
« ServiceOntario

T MARYS

* Youth centre

Home support services

» Home support services such as Meals on Wheels and
Telephone Reassurance will continue.

Garbage and recycling collection

» Will continue as scheduled. Details at www.bra.org/
my-services/st-marys-town/.

Pyramid Recreation Centre

* Free public skating from 10:30-11:50 a.m., sponsored

by St. Marys Buick (pre-register online)

* Free family swim from 1-3:30 p.m., sponsored by
Downie Optimists (pre-register online)

* Open for regularly scheduled games and practices on the

Rock Rink and Blue Rink. Ice and multi-purpose rooms are
available for rentals. Contact guest services for bookings.
St. Marys Train Station
The Train Station will be open; visit www.viarail.ca.

* Pharmacist Consultations
* Medication Reviews
e Compliance Packaging

BzPharmaChoice

e Chronic Disease Management
e Immunization and Injection Services
e Free Delivery

155 QUEEN STREET EAST, ST. MARYS ON | PHONE: 519 284 1380

5

VISIT US ON: @

dates

LENTEN

LUNCH @ DEVOTION

ST.MARYS MINISTERIAL

location

FEB - 25
MARCH - 4,11,18, 25

WEDNESDAYS | 12:15PM

Join local Churches in St. Marys for our Lenten services,
where we combine heartfelt devotionals, inspiring
music, and enjoy a community lunch.

DONATIONS GO TO OUR LOCAL FOOD BANK & THE LIBRARY PANTRY

ST.MARYS
UNITED CHURCH




St. Marys Independent

Thursday, February 12, 2026

Perth County council formally adopts 2026 budget

Pertl%County

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Editor

Perth County council has formally adopted its 2026
operating and capital budget, approving a financial plan
that maintains core service levels while directing new in-
vestment toward infrastructure, facilities and long-term
sustainability.

The budget includes a total increase of $2.64 million
over 2025, representing an 8.75 per-cent levy increase.
Based on the average 2016 MPAC-assessed household
value of $284,000, the increase amounts to approximate-
ly $89.24 per year, or $1.72 per week, for the average
household. The increase includes 1.76 per cent attributed
to growth to the county’s taxbase in 2025.

Perth County Warden Dean Trentowsky said in a press
release that council and staff worked carefully to balance
rising costs with the need to maintain essential services
and invest in the county’s future.

“I would like to thank my council colleagues for their
detailed review and active participation throughout this
year’s budget process,” Trentowsky said. “Both council
and staff recognize the continued financial pressures and
economic uncertainty faced by the ratepayers and their
families, the farms and the business owners across Perth
County. The county is doing the best it can to ensure that
essential service levels are upheld in a fair and responsi-
ble manner, while continuing to invest in the future needs
and opportunities for Perth County citizens.”

The 2026 budget supports ongoing service delivery
while advancing a number of key priorities, including 33
capital projects representing a total investment of $9.6
million. Major infrastructure work includes the rehabili-
tation or replacement of four bridges and culverts, as well
as the resurfacing of approximately 22 centreline kilome-
tres of county roads.

Facility upgrades also feature prominently in the bud-
get, with funding allocated for renovations to the provin-
cial-offences courtroom and county council chambers at
the Perth County courthouse in Stratford. Council also
approved a $50,000 contribution toward the continued
development of the Ontario Agri-Food Discovery Centre,
along with funding for the creation of a new countywide

ONTARIO:

economic development and tourism wayfinding signage
program.

In addition to capital and operating expenditures, the
2026 budget includes several financial measures aimed at
long-term stability. Municipal drain work will be shifted
to capital accounts to help smooth annual budget impacts,
while additional funds will be directed to capital reserves
to address infrastructure needs and reduce reliance on re-
serves for operational support.

The county’s reserve contributions for 2026 represent
4.3 per cent of the total levy increase, a move staff say
reflects a proactive approach to closing the infrastructure
gap and managing costs downloaded by the province.

“I know we add only $10 here, $10 there to people’s tax-
es, but in 2025, we had 62 more (ratepayers) in Perth East
who cannot afford their taxes — so we’re up to 380-some-
thing,” said Coun. Rhonda Ehgoetz, one of Perth East’s
representatives on county council, prior to council’s vote
to adopt the 2026 budget bylaw at its Feb. 5 meeting. “I’'m
not sure where the other municipalities are at, but we have
to keep that in mind.

“It’s too easy just to keep upping and upping and up-
ping and not think about those people that can’t afford it.
People have kids and they need to eat, and you’re going
to feed them before you pay your taxes. So, the numbers
are increasing ... and I fear it’s going to get worse. I think
we’re going to have to buckle down here and we’re going
to have to start making some cuts whether we want to or
not because people just can’t afford it.”

Ultimately, Ehgoetz along with deputy warden Sue Orr
and Coun. Bob Wilhelm — both of whom represent Perth

CANADA

South on county council — voted against the adoption of
the budget bylaw. With Coun. Doug Kellum absent at the
Feb. 5 meeting, the result of the vote, weighted by popu-
lation for each lower-tier municipality, was 10-6 in favour
of adopting the budget.

Council was first presented with the proposed 2026 bud-
get in December, followed by a series of detailed presen-
tations throughout January. The final budget aligns with
the county’s 2023-2026 corporate strategic plan, which
focuses on economic development, service effectiveness,
community planning and long-term organizational sus-
tainability.

Maximize your

return.

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions

Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4

Donna L. Hinz

519-273-1633 franklinehinz.com

ST,MARYS

ptometry

A NEW
SPACE FOR
THE CARE
YOU TRUST.

Last spring, St. Marys Optometry moved into a
new, bright space designed with our patients in
mind — and we're still welcoming neighbours
who haven't had a chance to visit yet.

If you're due for an eye exam, now is a great
time to book and experience our fresh,
comfortable clinic while receiving the same
friendly, thorough care you know and trust.

Whether you're a long-time patient or new to
our practice, we'd love to see you.

COMMUNITY CARE -
IT'S WHAT WE BELIEVE IN.

766 Queen St E, St Marys ON. Book online at www.stmarysoptometry.ca or call 519-284-4144

' THE GROOMER

Grooming Service

& Pet Sitting
Available

— WELLINGTON STREET —

GUEST HOUSE

A modern and charming guest house for the
perfect getaway - book your stay today!

@ wellingtonstreetgh.wixsite.com/mysite

wellingtonstreetguesthouse@gmail.com

255 Wellington St. S., St. Marys « 519.284.0036
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Chilis sell out at second-annual Legion Chili Cookoff

(PHOTO COURTESY OF COLIN COBURN)
The crowd at the second annual Chili Cookoff at the St. Marys Legion was certainly hungry for chili on Feb. 7 with pots of

chili dwindling over the course of the afternoon.

ALEX HUNT

Independent Reporter

Though there was certainly plenty of
chili to eat, organizers of the second annu-
al Legion Chili Cookoff over the weekend
said turnout for the event was better than
expected, leading to chili shortages as the
day went on.

St. Marys Legion Branch 236 hosted its
second annual Chilli Cookoff Feb. 7. A

total of 20 vendors including local restau-
rants and businesses, service clubs and in-
dividuals turned out, each with two pots
of their best chili to compete across four
categories.

“We’ve had a great crowd,” said Col-
in Coburn, legion executive member and
Chilli Cookoff organizer. “Our goal is to
get the Legion more involved in the com-
munity. We’re one of the service clubs and
we donate a lot of money to kids’ sports in

(STEWART GRANT PHOTO)

Blaine Myers and Rebecca Taylor of Joe’s Diner served up
some award-winning maple bacon chili during Saturday’s

Chili Cookoff event at the Legion.

town. The more money we raise, the more
we can put back into the community.”

After the votes were tallied, the results
were as follows:

- Best Restaurant Chili: Joe’s Diner

- Best Service Club Chili: The Rotary
Club of St. Marys

- Best Independent Chili: Dorothy Tay-
lor

- People’s Choice Chili: Dorothy Taylor

Competitors at the second-annual Chili

Cookoff in the restaurant category in-
cluded: Chris Campbell Catering, Gilly’s
Pubhouse, Joe’s Diner, Sunset Diner, the
Creamery and Perthstone Kitchen.

St. Marys service clubs were also repre-
sented at this weekend’s event, including
the St. Marys Lions Club, the Kinsmen
Club of St. Marys, the St. James-Tecum-
seh Masonic Lodge No. 73, the Rotary
Club of St. Marys, and the St. Marys Pub-
lic Library.

FARM FOR SALE BY TENDER WEST PERTH

Property: Part Lot 27 Concession West Mitchell Road Fullarton as in R286049; Municipality of
West Perth; County of Perth, being PIN 53225-0010 LT

Municipal Address: Perth Road 163, West Perth (no municipal address)

Total of 49.74 acres including with 27 workable acres (more or less), systemically tiled. This
property has a main entrance, forested area and municipal drainage at the front and back.

« Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on Friday, February 20, 2026.

+Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

*For tender forms contact:

Monteith Ritsma Phillips Professional Corporation
Attention to James Burns

6 Wellington Street, P. 0. Box 846

Stratford, ON N5A 6W3

Phone: 519-271-6770 ext. 2253

Email: burns@stratfordlawyers.com

154B Ontario Road, P. 0. Box 608
Mitchell, ON NOK 1NO
Phone: 519-348-8112

RELIABLE FUEL & PROPANE
DELIVERY 24(7

219 Lorne Ave. E. 6976 Wellington Rd 7 165 Avenue Rd
Stratford, ON N5A 654 Alma, ON NOB1A0 Cambridge, ON N1R 7Z1
519-272-0090 519-513-4514 519-622-3720
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Readers invited to help choose 2026 Perth County

Reads title

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Ediror

Residents of St. Marys, Perth South
and the wider Perth County area are be-
ing invited to help shape this year’s Perth
County Reads program by voting for
the title that will anchor the countywide
reading initiative in 2026.

Now entering its third year, Perth Coun-
ty Reads is designed to spark conversa-
tion, connection and shared experiences
among readers across the county through
a single, community-selected book. The
program is run through the Perth Coun-
ty Information Network (PCIN), which
connects public libraries throughout
Perth County and allows them to share
resources, programming and collections.

“The purpose of Perth County Reads

is to choose a title to create conversation
amongst Perth County residents,” said
St. Marys Public Library CEO Sarah An-
drews. “It just gives them a similar item
that they can chat about.”

In previous years, the featured titles
were selected by library staff, but this
year, the decision is being handed direct-
ly to the public. Beginning March 2, res-
idents will be able to vote on one of five
curated titles chosen by library staff from
recent Ontario authors and timely topics.

“We’ve curated a list of titles that we,
as staff, think are on the money for topics
and really great authors,” Andrews said.
“And then we’re asking the community
to vote on one of those five titles, which
one they think would be the best for the
community for this year.”

Voting will be available both online at

perthcountylibraries.ca and in person at
local libraries, with the selected title ex-
pected to be announced later in March.
Andrews said the goal is to encourage
participation at every level, regardless
of how quickly — or slowly — someone
reads.

“Some people will deep dive, they’ll
read the descriptions, but others will just
say, ‘That author looks good, I'll pick
that one,” ” she said. “And that’s all — any
way people vote is great.”

Once the title is chosen, libraries across
the county will purchase additional cop-
ies in multiple formats including print,
audiobook and e-book, and build pro-
gramming around the book throughout
the year. That can include book clubs,
themed events and, in many cases, an au-
thor visit.

“We don’t just select a book,” Andrews
said. ““We actually purchase more copies,
we select that title as a book club and sev-
eral of us will be hosting the author later
in the year.”

For Andrews, the program is as much
about community as it is about reading.

“It’s been a long winter and it’s fun to
come together as a community,” she said.
“These are books that library staff rec-
ommend that you explore at some point
through the year, but we’d love for peo-
ple to participate in this campaign and be
part of what’s happening.”

Library staff are encouraging residents
to watch their local library’s social media
channels on March 2 when the five short-
listed titles will be revealed and voting
officially opens.

Huron Perth District Women’s Institute offering $500
education award to graduating students

MARGARET MCINROY

Contributed Article

The Huron Perth District Women’s Insti-
tute (WI) is once again investing in the fu-
ture of local youth through its annual Edu-
cation Award, offering a $500 scholarship
to a graduating high school student from
Huron or Perth counties.

The award is open to students who will
be continuing their education as full-time
learners in their first year at a post-sec-
ondary institution or entering an appren-

ticeship program. All secondary schools
serving Huron and Perth counties have re-
ceived application packages for the 2026
award.

Community involvement and personal
growth are key values of the Women’s In-
stitute, and those elements will play a sig-
nificant role in the selection process. In ad-
dition to meeting eligibility requirements,
applicants must submit a minimum 500-
word essay addressing the topic: “How
would you entice young people to work in
Huron or Perth counties after graduating

from their post-secondary education?”

Applicants are also required to include
three signed reference letters from com-
munity organizers and/or high school fac-
ulty members. A maximum of one refer-
ence letter may come from the applicant’s
high school.

Applications will be reviewed by mem-
bers of the Huron Perth District WI educa-
tion award committee, who will evaluate
submissions based on community involve-
ment, quality of the essay and overall mer-
it.

DENTISTRY
\"4

www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com

@) Find us on Facebook

—
WATER STREET

(226) 661-0192

60 Water Street South, St. Marys

Accepting

New Smiles!

2026.
A. Paul Parlee

by his Solicitors,

Stratford, Ontario
N5A 2M4

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND OTHERS
IN THE ESTATE OF

MATTHEW ARBOGAST MACKEY 4
All persons having claims against the Estate of
Matthew Arbogast Mackey, late of Stratford, Ontar-
io, deceased, who died on October 18, 2025, are hereby
notified to send into the undersigned Personal Represen-
tative of the said deceased, on or before the 17th day of
March, 2026, full particulars of their claims. After the
said date, the Personal Representative will distribute the
assets of the said deceased, having regard only to the
claims of which he shall then have notice.
DATED at Stratford, Ontario, this 2nd day of February,

Personal Representative
KDB Law Professional Corporation

Barristers & Solicitors
14 Erie Street, Box 902, N5A 6S8

o

m. gm‘erdmm now be open Sundays starting
buj]djngcetﬁe January 11th, 10am until 3pm.

The successful applicant will be invited
to attend the Huron Perth District Wom-
en’s Institute annual meeting on Wednes-
day, May 27 at the Howick Community
Centre, where the Education Award will
be formally presented.

For students considering further educa-
tion and looking to make a positive impact
in their home communities, the Huron
Perth District WI Education Award offers
both financial support and recognition of
community-minded leadership.

www.samshomehardware.com

ne,

St. Marys Building Center will

63 Wellington St. N, St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6
Phone: 519.284.4142

| Fax: 519.284.3592
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AKoolFilm Company to collaborate with Stone Cold
Productions and Sarracco Studios

EMILY STEWART
Independent Reporter

AKoolFilm Company has some new
co-productions in the works with Sarracco
Studios and Stone Cold Productions, two
award-winning film and television compa-
nies in Canada.

The St. Marys film and television pro-
duction company announced in a Feb. 2
press release that it will be collaborating
with Stone Cold Productions in Halifax,
N.S. on projects like scripted dramas and
factual series.

Led by Mi’kmaq Acadian filmmaker
Hank White, who has 45 years of film-
making experience, Stone Cold Produc-
tions is an international award-winning
company that advocates for Indigenous
representation and diversity in media with

2018 Fard Edge TITANIUM

Gl GREAT PRICE

$18,999 = $274 B/W
MILEAGE - 72,110 KM

2024 NISSEH Sentra 5\.\'
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$21,495 = $154 B/W
LOW KMS - 24,730 KM

2023 Volkswagen Tiguan TRENDLINE
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2019 Nissan Maxima SL

Low E{MS 107,463 KM

dynamic characters. White won multiple
awards such as Best Indigenous Director
at both the Dreamspeakers Film Festival
and ImagiNative Film Festival for 2013’s
Charlie Zone, a gritty feature film written
by Joe Leclair.

AKoolFilm and Stone Cold will be film-
ing a new series together in Nova Scotia.
Screen Nova Scotia will also provide addi-
tional incentive for filming in the province.

A week later, in a Feb. 9 press release,
AKoolFilm Company announced it will
also be working with Sarracco Studios, a
Quebec-based independent film and televi-
sion production company. Founder Antho-
ny Sarracco and his team is behind works
such as Land of Thorns, Mother of May-
hem and 2022 Cannes World Film Festival
Grand Winner Malocchio Moderno.

AKoolFilm Company and Sarracco Stu-

Your 2026 Upgrade Starts here @ Stratford Nissan

+HST & liC

2021 Nissan Rogue 5V

$23, gggm $224 Bfw
LOW KMS - 69,632 KM

2023 Nissan Rngu'ﬂ PL&TINUM

2024 GMC Terrain DENALI
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dios are currently working on script revi-
sions for their feature film, The Ramblers.
The team next plans to do location scout-
ing and brainstorm actors who could be
part of the cast.

“We’re very lucky to have both Hank
and Anthony as our co-producing partners
and I think it will stem very well for the
company moving forward,” AKoolFilm
Company founder Allen Kool said. “Plus,
it also gives us a little bit of new and ex-
tra and young blood to work with as we
grow.”

AKoolFilm Company is also a multi-
award-winning media production compa-
ny with its hit Cry of Silence earning at
least 80 awards and several nominations.

The collaborations come during a time
when Kool feels like there is a bit of a slow
down in film and television production
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across Canada. He hopes other film com-
panies follow suit and collaborate with
each other.

“I think that the best way to have more
productions happening across the country
is for companies to meet each other and
to work together, find a common ground,
have the same visions, like the same type
of creative and also have the opportunity
to film in Ontario and in Nova Scotia, film
in Ontario and in Quebec, film in Ontar-
io and the western provinces as well,” he
said.

More information about AKoolFilm
Company, including new project an-
nouncements, can be found online by
visiting akoolfilm.com and through the
AKool Film Company’s Instagram and
Facebook pages.
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CONVENIENT WAYS TO ACCESS
YOUR NEWSPAPER!

Stay up-to-date with the latest news and local stories. View the current edition
online 24/7 at www.granthaven.com/st-marys-independent

Don't miss a beat and sign up free to receive each edition straight to your inbox.

For those of you who prefer to have a printed copy of the paper we will continue to drop
off paper at many local businesses and community spaces.

SCAN TO READ SCAN FOR PICK
ONLINE PAPER UP LOCATIONS

A sight to behold!

(GRANT THOMSON PHOTO)

This beautiful sunrise is accentuated by the snow-covered fields in the foreground and was
taken by one of our readers in Perth South at 7:26 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 9.

THIS YEAR
ON TAX _
PREPARATION

pEME! L

53
: ! ; 5 VOIS
with friendly, professional service PR REVIOY ‘-:}’;
TpRABLE T 11D
T

Average tax prep price

$75 + HST .

Iill. 55° -_.:F?:'r.’?
- price can vary based on complexity \ s
- discounts for multiple family members
- includes free tax return delivery in St. Marys SV

Contact Stewart Grant

Text 519-868-1290 or email stew@granthaven.com
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e Excavating/Grading e
e Retaining Walls whie
e Concrete Breaking
e Servicing

e Septic Systems

® Trucking

e Hydroseeding

Bryn Luckhardt
519-272-3408 e bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com
www.luckhardtlandworks.com
St. Marys, Ontario
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U14 R Snipers bring home silver from Kitchener

tournament

SPENCER SEYMOUR
Independent Sports Reporter

The St. Marys Kinsmen-Cascades U14
R St. Marys Snipers captured the silver
medal at the Kitchener Golden Ring Tour-
nament Jan. 30 to Feb. 1.

According to head coach Korey Graham,
the tournament encapsulated the team’s
season-long progression.

“From a coaching perspective, this
weekend was about how far we have come
as a team,” Graham told the Independent.
“From doing all the little things to have
success, the work put in practices and the
attention to details, we were really happy.
Was it a perfect weekend by the results?
No, but we did a lot of really good things
in every game.”

After losing their first game of the tour-
nament 3-2 to the Mitchell Stingers fol-
lowed by a 6-2 victory over the Kitchener
Wildcats, the Snipers needed a win or a tie
in their third game against the Caledonia
Lightning to advance to the championship
contest, and they jumped out to a hot start,
scoring the first three goals of the game.

“The girls were consistent every game
with quick starts, and this game (against
Caledonia) was no different,” said Gra-
ham. “We got a 1-0 lead early in the game.
We were engaged and playing quality
ringette that led us to a 3-0 lead. We kept
telling the girls, ‘Keep going, don’t let off
the gas.” Caledonia realized they had to
change their style and made some adjust-
ments, and our team was not ready for it.
They had two checkers on us at all times
and took away the space, and we started
chasing the game.”

Adriana McCutchen opened the scoring
just 17 seconds in before a pair of goals by
Breanna Bearss extended St. Marys’ lead
to three. However, the Lightning respond-
ed in the latter half of the first, eventually
tying the game at three apiece heading into

the second.

Mikayla Ford added another goal for St.
Marys in the second period.

It was in the second frame that Graham
credited his squad for their resilience in
closing out the game.

“At the break, we talked to the girls
about getting back to our game and not
Caledonia’s, and start moving the ring
quicker through the zones. The second pe-
riod was a tight, contested period with both
teams trading chances and each team was
rewarded with a goal. The tie was good
enough for us, but not Caledonia, so, with

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

The St. Marys Kinsmen-Cascades U14 R St. Marys Snipers took the silver medal at the
Kitchener Golden Ring Tournament Jan. 30 to Feb. 1. Pictured laying in front is Liv Hen-
driks. In the first row, from left to right, are Evan Habermehl, Abilene Votary, Regan Smith,
Mikayla Ford and Vaida Graham. In the back row, from left, are Ashlyn O’Hara, Amara Grant,
Bria Henderson, Adriana McCutchen, Brenna Bearss, Lyla Habermehl, Korey Graham, Lori
Bearss and Anthony Votary.

two minutes to go, they pulled their goalie
as they were going for the win. We battled
strong and played some hard defense and
with the smallest roster of nine skaters and
a goalie, found a way to defend and not
concede a late goal.”

In Graham’s eyes, the group’s willing-
ness to battle back against adversity started
in their very first game of the tournament.

“I believe we set the tone in our first
game against Mitchell, one of our biggest
rivals,” Graham said. “It’s always a close
game, and ultimately, we lost 3-2, but it
was a heck of a game. The compete lev-
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Are You A Newcomer To
The St. Marys Area?

The friends of the library has a FREE welcome
package for you to pick up at the library!

¢ Gifts + MORE

¢ Local Services
e Coupons

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St.
519-284-3346
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I Iitching Post

el by all of our players was memorable. I
think getting second place sets our girls up
with confidence. We can beat any of those
teams, and that was our takeaway. It will
give us a boost for the remaining league
games and set us up to compete at region-
als.”

Though they were unsuccessful in com-
ing away with the win in the finals, Gra-
ham had high praise for the entirety of the
squad.

“Our goalie Liv (Hendriks) was excel-
lent. She battled through adversity in the
finals and came out with a strong second
period. All the girls played their hearts
out. With only four players on the bench,
one forward line and one spare defender,
they had to give everything each shift,
and we can honestly say they did. Adriana
(McCutchen), Bria (Henderson) and Ama-
ra (Grant) were strong on defence. Lyla
(Habermehl), Breanna (Bearss) and Vaida
(Graham) showed tremendous chemistry
that helped the success of that line, and
the tenacious checking of Mikalya (Ford),
Regan (Smith) and Abilene (Votary) was
noticeable each game.”

Graham also stated the tournament result
reflected the team’s “tremendous growth”
over the course of the season.

“We have been working on some set
plays when we have a free ring in the of-
fensive end,” Graham said. “We executed
the play against each team and came out
with great scoring chances. It was nice to
see them apply what we are working on
and execute it in game situations.

“Our conditioning has come a long way,
and it needed to, again with such a small
roster. All the skating and dryland training
is benefiting us now, and we will only get
better. Our team character has also contin-
ued to get better as we’re playing for each
other. This is an amazing group of girls
with great camaraderie.”
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(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Elly Kittmer fires a shot on goal during one of the Finnbilt Construction U9 MD Boys St.
Marys Rock’s tournament games this past weekend.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Ryan Pickel does the splits to keep the puck out during one of the Social Thirty-One U11 A
Boys St. Marys Rock’s tournament games this past weekend.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Kane Douglas releases a wrist shot during one of the St. Marys Building Centre U12 A Boys
St. Marys Rock’s tournament games this past weekend.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Liam Showers advances the puck up the ice during one of the St. Marys Firefighters U13 A
Boys St. Marys Rock’s tournament games this past weekend.

N

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Addison Jones passes the puck through centre ice during the Sam’s Home Hardware U15 B
Girls St. Marys Rock game this past Sunday.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Peyton Wynands rockets a wrist shot on goal during this past Monday’s St. Marys GMC U18
LL Boys St. Marys Rock game.
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FUN3 Snipers Vergeer take silver at Kitchener tourney

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

The Synterra FUN3 St. Marys Snipers
captured the silver medal at the Kitchener
Golden Ring Tournament Jan. 30 to Feb. 1

Head coach Kerry Vergeer told the Inde-
pendent the team’s strong play as a united
group was a throughline over the week-
end.

“The running theme was, again, team-
work and positivity,” said Vergeer. “Ev-
ery player found their name on the score-
sheets again for our third tournament in a
row. They always felt like they could do
it and success was in reach. They played
super smart, worked as a team and they
had beautiful passing and hustle. Five dif-
ferent players found the back of the net
in the finals, which reflects on this team’s
overall strength of teamwork and working
together.”

The Snipers went undefeated in the
round-robin play, which clinched them a
berth in the gold-medal game. Vergeer cit-
ed a tightly contested opening game of the
round robin against their eventual oppo-
nent in the finals, the Cambridge Turbos,
which St. Marys won 9-8, setting the tone
for the rest of the tournament.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

The Synterra FUN3 St. Marys Snipers earned the silver medal at the Kitchener Golden Ring
Tournament Jan. 30 to Feb. 1. Pictured laying in front is Annie Simons. Pictured in the first
row, from left to right, are Lenny Vergeer, Charlie Sharp, Ali Harrigan, Jolee Beech, Briar
Corneil and Ruby Kissler. In the second row, from left, are Emerson Muir, Natalie Kittmer,
Keira Pfister, Elizabeth Robinson, Adelia Verbaan, Kinsley Buck and Janette Whaling. In the
third row, from left, are Michelle Robinson, Cheryl Harrigan, Tanya Buck and Kerry Vergeer.

“Triangle defence has been a skill we
have put a lot of effort and focus on in
the second half of the season at practice,”
Vergeer said. “Our defence was incredible
this weekend. They couldn’t have played
better. They remained calm and stayed
tight in formation to push the other teams
out of the scoring zone in front of the net.
It takes a lot of discipline to stay in the
triangle and not panic and chase, and they
have really got that part of the game down
pat.

“As they grow and age in the sport, that
becomes the most important part of play-
ing defence, and we have definitely laid
the groundwork this season in practice
for their success in that skill. Seeing tri-
angle defence executed so well made us
as coaches so proud, as their hard work
at practice is paying off. Coach Cheryl
(Harrigan) has been an integral part of our
success in that skill. She is still a defen-
sive player in her own league, and she has
helped to tighten and perfect that for us.”

Though the team narrowly fell in the
final game to come away with the silver
medal, dropping the game to Cambridge
11-10, Vergeer was thrilled with the result
of the tournament for her group.

“We had a close, back-and-forth battle
with Cambridge in our first game of the
tournament,” Vergeer said. “Cambridge
tied it up with 1:20 left on the clock. Em-
erson (Muir) scored with less than a min-
ute left to edge us ahead, and we made
some smart defensive plays to count down
the clock. After that game, we knew we
might see Cambridge again in the finals.”

Their teamwork became more important
after their first round-robin game, when
Vergeer noted the roster was notably de-
pleted.

“We had injury and illness plague us in
the first game, which left us shorthanded
in our next game against St. Thomas. The
players stepped up. We got strong perfor-

mances from them all, which made that
game smooth sailing. Their grit and en-
durance came into play to succeed short-
handed, and they again worked hard as a
team and tried hard to have everyone on
the scoresheet again.”

One of the biggest bright spots of the
tournament came in between the pipes
with Annie Simons stepping up to fill in
as the team’s goaltender with their main
goalie away. Vergeer praised Simons, who
has been gearing up for several weeks to
fill in as the netminder.

“Our goalie was away on vacation, so
for weeks leading up to the tournament,
we were training Annie who showed in-
terest in the position and a natural talent.

She practiced and played a few league
games and stepped up to the tough role.
She played incredible all tournament for
us. She always played with a smile and
determination.

“In the finals, we had a similar back-
and-forth game with Cambridge,” Vergeer
continued. “Annie remained calm and fo-
cused and played her heart out that game
against a few extremely tough and talent-
ed girls on the other team who had the
ability to push through and always be in
position to score. She made some huge,
timely saves to keep the game in reach.”

Vergeer also raved about the team’s
strong structure in their own end and the
execution of their zone-defence gameplan.

“We truly are the little engine that could
as a team. We’re a primarily first-year
team that is really coming into its own
and finding the positions that work best
for everyone. This result for us shows us
that we have what it takes to succeed if we
continue to play as a team and believe in
each other’s skills when we pass and make
plays. The friendships that have formed
on this squad this season are woven into
how they play and focus on teamwork.
They have so much respect and trust for
each other as teammates. With regionals
approaching, we are going to continue to
focus on passing, teamwork, strong de-
fence and, most of all, laughing and hav-
ing fun, which this team does best.”

U12 B Snipers capture silver at Kitchener tournament

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

The Hubbard’s Pharmacy-Frayne’s Custom Cabinets U12
B St. Marys Snipers brought home the silver medal from
the Kitchener Golden Ring Tournament Jan. 30 to Feb. 1.

Head coach Courtney Beech was impressed by the team’s
resilience throughout the tournament.

“The team played with heart and gave their all,” Beech
told the Independent. “We met the team we played in the
finals in our very first game and lost 8-2. We played hard
but were outmatched against St. Thomas. The final was the
strongest game I’ve seen the girls play in recent weeks de-
spite the score, and we were so proud of how they hung in
there.”

According to Beech, there were significant contributions
made from players up and down the lineup.

“Natalie (McQuorcodale) scored a few decisive goals
over the weekend that kept us in the tournament, and she
was dominant in our second game against Caledonia. Our
defence played strong and several of our defenders, includ-
ing Harper (Buck), Isabelle (Feltz) and Jordyn (Rosenberg),
scored goals cycling in and out of the offensive zone, a skill
we are getting pretty good at.

“Our centres played a lot and skated hard all weekend,”

Beech continued. “Our forwards did what we asked. They
took hard shots, got open to break out of the defensive end
and took short shifts to keep our skates and legs moving.
We had very solid goaltending from Evelyn (Parsons) and
Suzie (McCutcheon), likely the strongest we have seen all
year.”

The Snipers advanced to the finals based on plus-minus
after a 7-7 tie in their third game of the tournament. Though
St. Thomas defeated St. Marys in the gold-medal game,
Beech was thrilled with the team’s performance in the final.

“Overall, we learned a lot and I think it has prepared us
well for provincials coming up in April. We learned a lot
about perseverance. We lost 8-2 in the first game against St.
Thomas, and it was a decisive win from the start on their
part. Our kids stepped up their game so much when we met
them again in the final, and even though we lost, it looked
like a much more evenly matched game. Our team never
gave up.”

Beech added the silver-medal finish should inject more
belief in the group.

“This result gave us more confidence and the time togeth-
er helped us continue to build a strong bond,” said Beech.
“This is a really amazing group of kids who get along well,
support each other and have lots of fun. We are so proud of
their progress so far this season.”

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

The Hubbard’s Pharmacy-Frayne’s Custom Cabinets U12
B St. Marys Snipers earned the silver medal at the Kitch-
ener Golden Ring Tournament Jan. 30 to Feb. 1. Pictured
in the front, from left to right, are Evelyn Parsons, Au-
brey Feltz, Natalia Mattucci and Suzie McCutcheon. In the
middle row, from left, are Brooklyn Meta, Ellie Beech and
Peyton Foley. In the back row, from left, are Brent Foley,
Natalie McCorquodale, Kelsey Pickel, Jordyn Rasenberg,
Hannah Pickel, Briella Graham, Harper Buck, Chelsea
Hughes, Courtney Beech and Kendra McCorquodale.
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U14 A Snipers emerge as silver medalists of Kitchener

tournament

SPENCER SEYMOUR
Independent Sports Reporter

The A.N.A.F.-St. Marys Rotary Club
U14 A St. Marys Snipers claimed the sil-
ver medals at the Kitchener Golden Ring
Tournament Jan. 30 to Feb. 1.

Head coach Kim Garniss described the
team’s consistently energetic play as a
major factor in coming away with the sec-
ond-place prize.

“One of the biggest keys to our success
all weekend was maintaining a high tem-
po for a full 30 minutes,” said Garniss.
“When we keep our pace up and stay loud
on the bench — cheering for each other and
supporting our goalie — it really feeds into
our game, and that energy often becomes
a turning point. One especially memora-
ble moment was a round-robin shutout by
our goalie, Anna (Hogan), which gave the

on track,” said Kim Garniss. “Kenzie
(Shackleton) contributed five goals at key
moments, while our defensive unit was
outstanding as well. Mary (McCutcheon)
and Meredith (Stokes) came up big, shut-
ting down multiple two-on-three situations
and making smart, composed plays in our
end. Those kinds of efforts don’t always
show up on the scoresheet, but they were
critical to our success.”

Additional bright spots, both individual-
ly and as a team, came in the form of the
team’s excellent defensive tenacity.

“One thing that really came together for
us this weekend was our backchecking,”
Kim Garniss said. “It’s something we’ve
been stressing in practice all season, and
the girls executed it extremely well. Lilly
(Garniss), Kyla (Graham) and Madi (Mc-
Cutcheon) in particular were outstanding.
They worked hard tracking back, created a

group a lot of confidence and set the tone
moving forward.”

Assistant coaches Natalie Reay and
Christen Graham also spoke on the team’s
silver medal finish and the team’s strong
play that led to it.

“The team turned in a solid performance
at the tournament, battling in every match-

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

The A.N.A.F.-St. Marys Rotary Club U14 A St. Marys Snipers left the Kitchener Golden Ring
Tournament Jan. 30 to Feb. 1 with the silver medals. Pictured in front is Anna Hogan. Pic-
tured in the middle row, from left to right, are Meredith Stokes, Olivia McCutcheon, Mary
McCutcheon, Rachel Mabon, Kyla Graham, Madi McCutcheon, Samantha Hamilton, Kim
Garniss, Natalie Reay and Kacey Graham. In the back row, from left, are Laurie McCutcheon,
Christen Graham, Jordyn Schellenberger, Hadley Bolinger, Lily Johnston, Scarlett Gloor,
Lilly Garniss and Kenzie Shackleton.

lot of turnovers and helped us regain pos-
session of the ring consistently. That effort
made a big difference for us throughout
the weekend.

“We also had some really strong indi-
vidual performances overall with Had-
ley (Bolinger), Olivia (McCutcheon) and
Scarlett (Gloor) all having great weekends

up and supporting one another from start
to finish,” Graham told the Independent.
“The weekend was a positive reflection of
the group’s continued growth this season.”
“Watching this group over the weekend
was rewarding. As the games went on,
their confidence built, the energy stayed
high and the bench was always loud with
encouragement,” added Reay. “They sup-
ported one another through every shift,
and that connection carried them to win
against some really competitive teams.”
Winning all four round-robin games
set the Snipers up to battle Forest in the
semi-final. After less than nine minutes
into the game, St. Marys jumped out to a

4-0 lead with goals by Jordy Schellenberg-
er, Rachel Mabon, Lily Johnston and Sa-
mantha Hamilton. Forest scored the next
three goals, but Schellenberger added her
second of the game before an insurance
marker by Lilly Garniss secured the 6-4
victory for the Snipers and earned the team
a spot in the championship contest.

“The semi-final was an intense, fast-
paced game, and the girls brought the heat
right from the opening whistle,” Kim Gar-
niss said. “It was a tight battle throughout,
and our goalie, Anna (Hogan), came up
huge when we needed her most, including
an unbelievable toe save that kept us in the
game and gave us momentum.

“Offensively, we had contributions from
all over the lineup. Lily (Johnston) stepped
up with a key goal, while Sam (Hamilton)
and Rachel (Macon) found ways to cap-
italize and get on the scoresheet. Jordy
(Schellenberger) led the charge offensive-
ly with a hat trick. It was a true team effort,
and that combination of pressure, timely
scoring and clutch goaltending is what
earned us the win and sent us to the finals.”

The head coach noted numerous “stand-
out individual performances” throughout
the tournament.

“Kyla (Graham) led the way with sev-
en points over the tournament and did a
great job keeping the group focused and

and making a big impact for our team in
key moments.”

While the Snipers came up short in the
gold-medal game, Kim Garniss explained
finishing with silver will hopefully allow
the team to finish in the top three provin-
cially.

“Our main focus heading into each rank-
ing tournament was to win our round-rob-
in games and put ourselves in the best pos-
sible position for provincials. Winning 11
of our 12 round-robin games this season is
an incredible accomplishment, and we’re
hopeful we can hold onto our third spot in
the province as we wait for the final rank-

ing tournaments to wrap up.”

Open A Snipers take silver at Kitchener tournament

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

The Open A 18+ St. Marys Snipers picked up the silver
medals at the Kitchener Golden Ring Tournament Jan. 30
to Feb 1.

Player-coach Allison Sage told the Independent the
team was able to unite for their final tournament of the
season in a big way.

“It was nice to see that in our last tournament, we were
all able to come together and really piece together a few
good games,” Sage said. “We’ve struggled to have enough
players usually on the first day of the tournament, but the
girls really showed up this time, and we were able to go
into Saturday with two wins under our belt. It’s a really
great group and a real fun weekend of Ringette.”

The Snipers put together a perfect 4-0 record in the
round robin, including a win over the eventual gold-med-
alist Cambridge Turbos.

Their strong round-robin play set St. Marys up for a
semi-final clash against the Waterloo Wildfire. The Snip-
ers jumped out to a 3-0 lead in under nine minutes, with
goals by Nicki Van Bakel, Josie Butler-Watson and Na-
talie Reay. Waterloo clawed the game back to within a

single goal, but the Snipers pulled back ahead in the third
with goals by Sage, Tess Erb and Rachelle Keys to win

Sage noted the game semi-final came with an added
challenge of facing a team new to them.

“We hadn’t played this team before, so everyone was
pretty excited to play against a different team because
sometimes opponents can get repetitive,” said Sage. “We
started off hot and got a few good, quick goals. There was
a period of maybe six or seven minutes where we let up
a little bit, but we were able to get back on our feet in the
second period and finish strong to win the game.”

Though the Snipers fell in the finals to Cambridge, Sage
said the tournament was a good exclamation point of their
season.

“We’re really proud of the accomplishment. It was a
close final game and a fun competition to be a part of.
We’re really proud of the season that we put together,
with the very few practices and only participating in tour-
naments. We really gelled this season. I think we finally
settled into our lines and everyone was really able to put
some plays together and feel confident of where each oth-
er would be. It was really a group effort.”

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

The Open A 18+ St. Marys Snipers left the Kitchener Golden
Ring Tournament Jan. 30 to Feb. 1 as the silver medalists.
Pictured in the front row, from left to right, are Josie But-
ler-Watson, Ashtyn Wedow, Tess Erb, Brenna Atthill, Laynee
Partridge, Nicki VanBakel, Rachel VanBakel and Melissa
Mann. In the middle row, from left, are Shannon Hill, Emily
Sage, Laura Van De Walle, Allison Sage, Rachelle Keys, Av-
ery Wedow, Kaylee Tobias, Natalie Reay and Rachel Mann.
In the back row, from left, are volunteer bench staff Jim Har-
rison and Steve Reay.
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Lincs’ 16-game win streak ends with back-to-back losses

J

Jakob Drobny fires a shot on goal during the St. Marys Lincolns’ 5-2 loss to the LaSalle Vi-

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

pers on Feb. 6. Drobny, who has points in two of his last three games, was one of few bright

spots in the Lincolns’ winless weekend, which also featured a 4-2 defeat at the hands of the

Stratford Warriors on Feb. 8.

SPENCER SEYMOUR
Independent Sports Reporter

The warts and inconsistencies that had been popping up
in the last few weeks finally bit the St. Marys Lincolns,
who dropped back-to-back games against the LaSalle Vi-
pers on Feb. 6 and the Stratford Warriors on Feb. 8.

After the Lincolns escaped the first period ahead 2-0,
with goals by Chase MacQueen-Spence and Owen Voort-
man, the Vipers completely took the game over, scoring
five unanswered goals to win 5-2, three of which came
with LaSalle on the powerplay.

Vaughn Barr was solid in between the pipes, making
35 saves.

Associate coach Mike Herman told the Independent the
Vipers were far more intense than the Lincolns.

“I thought LaSalle came in with a playoff mentality and
took it to us right off the bat, and we weren’t in the same
mode and didn’t respond,” said Herman. “I think we were
pretty fortunate to be up 2-0 after the first period because
the overall tone of the period was they were physical and
playing with a lot of intensity and focus, and we didn’t
match that, and that was an indicator of a trend of the last
few games.”

Herman explained how the lengthy unbeaten stretch the
Lincolns were on heading into their game against the Vi-
pers can lead to a team losing a bit of the edge that helped
them begin such a hot streak.

“You get into a state of mind to go on a long run like
we did, but over time, it’s easy to start not playing with
the same details you had instilled when the run started,”
Herman said. “It’s not unique to us. Your play starts to
deteriorate but you’re still winning. None of us were
overjoyed about how we were playing in our last three
or four games of our winning streak, but I think Friday
was the peak of it. Fortunately, we were a lot happier with
how we played (in Stratford), especially in the second
half of the game, where we started to get that desperation
back in our game.”

After the Warriors jumped out to a 1-0 lead in the
Lincolns’ visit to Stratford on Feb. 8, Jack Clarke tied
the game in the final minute of the opening period on
a one-timer set up by Voortman and Chase McDougall.
However, for the second straight game, the second period

was the beginning of the Lincolns’ downfall on the score-
board, with two straight goals by Stratford to go up 3-1.

The Lincolns cut the lead back to one in the last minute
of the second, with affiliate player Quinn Roberts potting
his first career Greater Ontario Hockey League (GOHL)
goal, which Herman noted was a bright spot for the team.

“The entire team loved it. We have a really good bunch
of guys in terms of supporting these kids when they come
and play for us and making them feel welcome and com-
fortable to play their game. Quinn (Roberts) had a really
good game and showed he can compete at this level. He
played like a seasoned guy in this league. I’'m always im-
pressed by the poise of these young guys when they come
in. It can be difficult to feel comfortable with a bunch of
older guys in a new setting with a higher level of play. He
wasn’t afraid to make plays. He used his speed to disrupt
them. He got involved physically a little bit, and he han-
dled himself well defensively.”

Herman also cited the team’s goaltending trio and one
of the team’s first-year defenceman as also being posi-
tives in their winless weekend.

“We’re getting outstanding goaltending from all three
guys. We’ve given up a lot more shots over the last three
weeks than what we have all season, so we’ve needed to
lean on them a bit and they were put into a difficult situa-
tion. It was a situation that was unavoidable, but they’ve
handled it like pros and they’re using the time between
games to stay sharp. We have a real competition going
on there with three good goaltenders that are acting like
grownups.”

“There has been a growth in Jakob (Drobny) over the
course of the season, but over the last month, it’s real-
ly started to click in with him,” Herman continued. “I
thought he had an outstanding game (in Stratford). That’s
a continuing trend with him, and if he keeps it up, we
will have a really good player on our hands going into
the playoffs. He’s an offensively driven player, but he’s
learned how to defend and balance his offensive skills
and put a priority on defence.”

An empty netter in the third sealed a 4-2 win for the
Warriors. The loss resulted in the Lincolns heading into
their game on Feb. 11 against the London Nationals sit-
ting in third in the Western Conference, just one point
back of Elmira and Chatham, who are tied for first.
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(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Vaughn Barr, pictured, made 35 saves in a solid showing on Feb. 6 in the St. Marys Lincolns
5-2 loss to the LaSalle Vipers.

While the two defeats are frustrating, Herman said the
team has every capability of righting the ship quickly.

“You have to face some adversity,” said Herman. “Our
play has been a little bit uneven, but we’ll get back to
it. These guys have a lot of pride. We haven’t lost a lot
this year, so it’s an experience we don’t like and we’re
not familiar with. Getting out of it is the most important
thing, and we do that by focusing on the process. Getting
results is always important, but we’ve always preached
that results come when you follow the process.”

McCully’s
Hill Farm

Preserve of the Month
10% OFF Pepper Jellies

McCully’s Makes Meal Prep
Fast & Simple

Check out our selection of ready made meals. We offer a wide variety of meat
pies, soups, baked beans, chili, shepherd's pie, pulled pork, smoked beef brisket,
schnitzel, marinated pork chops and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly

baked fruit pie or maple butter tarts.

Hardwood Smoker Pellets

McCully’s carries hardwood smoker pellets locally produced by Gildale Farms. The
40 Ib bags come in four blends - Apple, Cherry, Hickory and Competition blend.

McCully’s Pork Products

McCully’s has a wide variety of Aarden Farms pork products, including
smoked chops, bacon, hams, maple garlic breakfast sausage, various flavours
of farmers sausage and more.

Store Hours in February

Friday and Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
4074 Perth Line #9, St. Marys, ON - www.mccullys.ca « 519.284.2564
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St. Marys and Listowel curling clubs launch new
Perth County Cup

JASON CLARKE

Contributed Article

A new community rivalry is taking
shape this season as St. Marys Curling
and the Listowel Curling Club come
together to launch the inaugural Perth
County Cup, a two-day curling event de-
signed to celebrate sport, community and
regional connection across Perth County.

The Perth County Cup introduces a
club-versus-club format that brings curl-
ers from both communities together for
a weekend of friendly but competitive
play. The event features multiple curl-
ing formats, including traditional team
games, doubles, tankard, skins and skills
challenges, with points accumulating to-
ward the overall cup standings.

The weekend will officially get under-
way on Feb. 14 at 9 a.m., with opening

ceremonies that include both teams being
piped onto the ice, marking the formal
start of the competition and setting the
tone for the rivalry weekend.

While curling is at the heart of the
event, organizers say the broader goal is
community connection. By alternating
hosting duties between St. Marys and Li-
stowel in future years, the Perth County
Cup aims to encourage travel between
communities, support local businesses
and build a lasting annual tradition rooted
in friendly rivalry and shared pride.

“This event is about more than wins
and losses,” organizers said. “It’s about
bringing two communities together, cre-
ating something people can rally around,
and building an event that can grow year
after year.”

The winning club will claim the Perth
County Cup, while both clubs will proud-
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CURLING

ly display commemorative banners rec-
ognizing the outcome — a visible re-
minder of the rivalry until the cup is
contested again.

The Perth County Cup is expected to
draw participants, spectators and sup-
porters from across the region, with or-
ganizers hopeful the event will expand in
future years to include additional com-
munities.

PERTH
COUNTY
CUP
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COLUMNS

UKRAINIAN

ALONA VASYLIEVA

Independent Columnist

In the grand, pink-and-red stadium of life, there are
usually two types of people: those who treat Valentine’s
Day like a national holiday involving tactical chocolate
strikes, and those who treat it like a scheduled root canal.

I’ll admit, I’ve had a seat in both boats. I’ve been the
one clutching a giant teddy bear with a look of manic glee,
and I’ve been the one rolling my eyes so hard I saw my
own brain. These days? I’ve settled into a comfortable,
slightly cynical middle ground. I call it “The Zone of Rea-
sonable Expectations.”

When I first started dating my husband, he was actually
quite the floral overachiever. He kept the vases full on
random Tuesdays just for the fun of it. However, I sat him
down on our very first date and issued a decree: “Do not
bring me flowers on Feb. 14.”

It sounds ungrateful, but it was actually a savvy finan-
cial intervention. Growing up in Ukraine, I witnessed
firsthand what I call “Holiday Heist Logic.” In my home-
land, flower prices fluctuate with the volatility of a tech
startup.

Feb. 14: Prices skyrocket because ... love?

Sept. 1: Prices skyrocket again because every child in
the country is required by intense social pressure to hand
a bouquet to their teacher.

Buying a dozen roses on Valentine’s Day isn’t just a
romantic gesture; it’s a high-interest, short-term loan.
Personally, I’d rather have a bouquet on Feb. 15 at a 75
per-cent discount. Call it “thrifty romance” — the flowers
smell just as sweet when they’re on clearance.

Then there is the “Romantic Dinner.” If you haven’t
booked a table by mid-January, your options are basically
a gas station sandwich or the drive-through.

Even if you do manage to secure a reservation, the vibe
is rarely “Passionate Romance.” It’s more like an episode
of The Bear — high-octane chaos. You’re usually sitting
three inches away from another couple, essentially par-
ticipating in a double date with strangers. You can see the
sheer agony in the waiter’s eyes as they attempt to flip 40
tables in three hours.

As you know, I’ve embarked on a quest to master the
language of love. However, I’ve hit a bit of a linguistic
“roadblock.”

I set out with the best of intentions, but finding a teacher
turned into a geopolitical puzzle. It turns out the French
that kids learn in Canadian schools is, well, it’s Québé-
cois. Now, I am 100 per-cent confused because I don’t

Fluent in romance, failing at French

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

A double dose of Alonas. Alona Vasylieva and Alona Zabihailo warm up with hot beverages while enjoying the newly opened
outdoor ice rink at the Stone Willow Inn. The community is grateful to have this new public space to embrace the winter

season.

want to learn a version of a language that limits my con-
versations to a specific province.

I’ve pivoted to apps and YouTube tutorials, but after
learning Spanish and English, French feels like a personal
attack. I understand it’s a “long-run goal” that requires
patience and consistency, but the spelling and pronuncia-
tion rules make me want to weep. Why are there so many
letters if we aren’t going to use half of them?

Reading a single sentence feels like trying to solve a
conundrum while blindfolded. At this point, I’'m con-
vinced that Saint Valentine and the French language are
connected somehow — they both involve a lot of high ex-
pectations, expensive overhead and a significant amount
of crying.

I’ve discovered that the most “balanced” way to cele-
brate Saint Valentine’s Day isn’t found in a crowded bis-
tro, but rather on a sheet of ice. Lately, the Stone Willow
Inn has graciously opened its outdoor rink to the com-
munity, and it strikes me as the ultimate alternative to the

traditional holiday pressure. After all, nothing fosters true
intimacy quite like clutching your partner’s arm in a des-
perate, white-knuckled grip to ensure you don’t fall flat
on your face.

We recently visited the rink with some dear Ukrainian
friends, and the experience managed to capture that elu-
sive, cozy winter magic that you usually only find in
postcards. It was the perfect trade-off; while our children
burned off an impressive amount of energy under the open
sky, we parents were treated to the rare luxury of actual,
uninterrupted conversation.

Wrapped in the warmth of great company and even bet-
ter hot drinks, we found a sense of community that a box
of chocolates simply can’t provide. It wasn’t just a quick
skating trip; it was a genuine memory-maker. In the end, a
few laps around a local gem and a bit of physical stability
on the ice beat a marked-up rose and a stressful reserva-
tion every single time.

Straight from the Shelves

GRANT
HAVEN St.
MEDIA

LAURA MCASH
St. Marys Public Library

The next guest speaker in our Learn-
ing for Life: Life Planning series is Jayne
Dill. Dill is a registered Death Doula and
Grief Educator with years of experience
in helping people navigate the realities of
dying and grieving. Join us in the 2/3 hall
of the PRC on Monday, February 23 at 6
p-m. for Dill’s informative presentation.
She will explore her role as a Death Dou-
la, discus end-of-life choices, and talk
about how to cope with grief and loss.

To attend this free program, please sign
up at this link: http:/tinyurl.com/Jayne-
Dill

For more resources on end of life,
death, and dying in our Library collec-
tion, wvisit: http:/tinyurl.com/enfofli-
fe-death-grief

Up This Week

Fri., Feb. 13: Open 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sat., Feb. 14: Open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Mon., Feb. 16: CLOSED

Tues., Feb. 17: Open 10:30 a.m. to 8
p-m.

Wed., Feb. 18: EarlyON Play & Read
(9:30-10:30 a.m.), Mahjong (1-4 p.m.),
Books & Brews*~ (7 p.m.)

Thurs., Feb. 19: Open 10:30 a.m. to 8
p-m.

*Registration Required

~Broken Rail Brewery (480 Glass St.)
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Marys Independent

BE IN THE KNOW!
Get the Latest
Edition Delivered
Straight to Your

Inbox!

gronthoven.oom/st-mqrys—independent




St. Marys Independent

Thursday, February 12, 2026

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: The Great Changeover, 1951

MARY SMITH

Independent Columnist

In the Independent of January 29, 2026,
“Looking Back” columnist Amy Cubber-
ley included the following news item from
75 years ago: “The number of workmen
reporting for duty in St. Marys with the
contracting firms handling the St. Marys
Cement Company enlargement and with
the HEPC and Comstock changeover
crews is severely taxing the board and
room accommodations in the town.” What
exactly was happening in St. Marys in the
early weeks of 19517

The part referring to the work at the ce-
ment plant makes sense to longtime area
residents. After World War II, under the ef-
ficient management of J. S. Lind, produc-
tion increased in response to the post-war
building boom. In early 1951, work was
underway to install a third kiln to replace
an older, smaller one installed in 1919.
Outside contractors were also constructing
a building to hold a new crusher and con-
veyor. For the duration of these projects,
the workers would have been accommo-
dated in the town’s two hotels — the Royal
Edward and the Windsor, at opposite ends
of downtown St. Marys on Queen Street.

But who were the HEPC and Comstock
changeover crews and why were they
coming to St. Marys? The initials stand
for the Hydro-Electric Power Commission
of Ontario, founded in 1906 by Sir Adam
Beck, as the world’s first major public-
ly owned electrical utility. Its generators,
powered by the mighty waters of Niagara
Falls, provided electricity to municipali-
ties at cost. St. Marys had been one of the
earliest communities to sign on in 1911,
phasing out a town-owned steam-powered
generator on St. George Street. In the ear-
ly 1900s, the electrical grid from Niagara
Falls began as 25-cycle (25 Hertz). Later
installations, in Quebec, for example, and
much of the United States, were 60-cy-
cle and this became the preferred North
American standard. In 1950, the Ontario
government decided to upgrade all the
province’s electrical service to 60-cycle.
In a corridor that stretched roughly from
Whitby to Windsor, including Toronto, the
change would affect a million households,
as well as commercial buildings and in-
dustries. Canada Comstock, an electrical
contractor based in Leaside, was hired to
work with HEPC employees to make the
conversion. The project was expected to
take as long as ten years.

This massive undertaking would cost
three hundred million dollars, the equiva-
lent of more than four billion dollars to-
day. Public Utilities Commissions in each
affected municipality would bear part of
that cost but PUC commissioners were as-
sured that switching to the more efficient
60-cycle would result in future savings.
In the meantime, there was an enormous
amount of work to do to prepare for the
frequency standardization project — even
in a small town like St. Marys. The town’s
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(PHOTO COURTESY OF R. LORNE EEDY ARCHIVES, ST. MARYS MUSEUM)

As an official from the Hydro-Electric Power Commission looks on, Robert Stapleton, the
town’s oldest Public Utilities employee, throws the switch to activate the first phase in St.
Marys of the changeover from 25-cycle to 60-cycle at the St. George Street substation in

February 1951.

Public Utilities Commission held its in-
augural meeting January 8, 1951. Newly
elected mayor, Melvin Lightfoot, along
with commissioners George Glover and
Herb Sparling, met with manager A. E.
Fort and the superintendents of the elec-
trical and waterworks departments, Gerald
Near and Charles Noice. Fort explained
that the PUC crew had already been work-
ing overtime for months to prepare for the
big changeover ahead, upgrading the cur-
rent electrical infrastructure.

The HEPC’s Frequency Standardiza-
tion Division would undertake the actual
changeover work on behalf of the local
PUC. However, the cost of the work —
$49,900 (more than a million dollars cur-
rent value) — would be charged to the local
commission. The PUC had accumulated
some reserves but had to take out deben-
tures for $40,000. The St. Marys Journal
Argus was closely following the PUC’s
decision to borrow and reported: “Of the
proposed expenditures, $32,400 will be
allotted to frequency standardization,
$5,800 will go for additional transformers,
and $11,700 for distribution lines.”

By the beginning of February, A. E. Fort
made an urgent appeal in the Journal Ar-
gus for local people to open their homes
to board the many employees of the HEPC
and Comstock Company. About 200 men
were expected to arrive in mid-Febru-

ary “making their temporary home in St.
Marys.” Comstock had already begun pre-
paring a local depot. It had taken over the
former Richardson-Hansen rennet factory
on James Street South, converting the for-
mer laboratories into offices and construct-
ing a new steel building to the east. Behind
that, a ten-acre field had been levelled and
covered with gravel. The Journal Argus
reported, “This large area will be used for
parking for the hundred or more trucks and
other vehicles which will arrive in town
and remain here during the changeover
period.”

For personal households, standardiza-
tion meant replacing or rewinding motors
in frequency-sensitive items of equipment
— everything from clocks to refrigerators
and washing machines to kitchen fans. In
1951, the town had a population of just un-
der 4,000, representing about 1500 house-
holds. Each household was likely to have
at least six electrical items that would need
to be exchanged or modified before the
change to 60 cycles took place. The HEPC
sent mailings to every residence with this
explanation: “The work of changing your
district over from 25 to 60 cycle power is
progressing. Before the actual changeover
can be made, a tremendous amount of
work must be done. Most important will
be that of getting accurate lists of all the
electrical equipment in the district which

will have to be altered or adjusted before
it can operate on the forthcoming 60-cycle
power.”

The HEPC needed everyone to cooper-
ate and provide access to the changeover
crews when they came to inspect each
household’s electrical equipment. This
massive project was completed in phases.
On February 21, 1951, a ceremony was
held at the St. George substation. Robert
Stapleton, the oldest employee of the St.
Marys PUC, threw the switch that brought
60-cycle power “to the first cut-over area
in the north ward of the town.” High rank-
ing officials from both the HEPC and
Comstock were on hand to witness this
“momentous occasion,” along with PUC
commissioners from other nearby commu-
nities that would soon be hosting change-
over crews. Following the ceremony, they
toured “the Comstock warehouse, offices
and clock, gramophone, and frequency
conversion portable workshops on James
Street before they visited the clock and fan
exchange depot on Wellington Street.”

Inevitably, there were headaches and un-
expected problems as the changeover proj-
ect continued. An old transformer in the
St. George Street substation blew up on
a Sunday morning in mid-February, leav-
ing many residents unable to cook Sunday
dinner. A replacement was found in Sar-
nia and the PUC staff and the commis-
sioners themselves put in “many hours of
back-breaking labour moving out the de-
funct transformer so that the replacement
could be steered into its berth.” Power was
restored by mid-afternoon on Monday. Of
course, as well as residences, factories and
businesses used electrical motors in pro-
duction. The Journal Argus, for example,
had many machines with specialized elec-
tric motors that all needed to be standard-
ized — the large press, linotype machines,
saws, folders and heating crucibles for the
metal pots. An article in the newspaper on
March 1, 1951, outlined the challenges in-
volved in the back shop changeover and
how everyone held their breath, hoping
that following the changeover the press-
es would still run and the weekly paper
would get out in time.

Once the frequency standardization
was completed, there were noticeable im-
provements in electrical service. Today
many people can still remember 1951
clearly. They may have been young chil-
dren when the changeover happened,
probably not sure just what was going on.
But they might recall that with 25-cycle,
lights would frequently flicker. The lights
were steadier and brighter with 60-cycle.
Someone might remember that an old
kitchen clock was taken away while anoth-
er arrived in its place. A boy’s electric train
might have needed a power adapter before
he could run it again. But those disruptive
weeks in St. Marys 75 years ago that made
our local electricity supply more reliable
have almost completely faded from our
community’s memory, recalled thanks to
“Looking Back.”

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM
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OH, THE PL ACE S WE ’LL GO: Two lesser-known features of Lyon, France

i C _
PAUL KNOWLES

Independent Columnist

There are plenty of reasons to
enjoy a visit to the French city of
Lyon. It’s the third-largest city
in France, known for its unique
“Bouchon” gastronomy, for its
history dating back to Roman
times and before, and for its
once-important role as a centre of
the silk trade.

All of these things are still
in evidence today, but I found
two other features of Lyon to be
equally fascinating — the incredi-
ble mosaic murals in the Basilica
of Notre-Dame de Fourviere and
the historic importance of Lyon
as a centre of the French Resis-
tance in World War II.

We were in Lyon as a stop on
our Viking Rhone River Cruise;
Lyon sits at the junction of the
Rhone and Saone rivers. Our
walking tour showed us a bustling
city with a deep and rich history.

But when we visited the Ba-
silica, I was tempted to skip the
rest of the tour and simply stay
and savour the incredible mosa-
ics that line the walls. They’re not
ancient; the gilded mosaics were
created from 1872 all the way up
to 1964. There are six mosaics
covering a vast, 6,000 square me-
tres and portraying two overarch-
ing themes arising from the life of
Mary the mother of Jesus: Mary
and the Church, and Mary and the

History of France.

The Basilica itself is awe-in-
spiring. Like its mosaics, the
building is not ancient; it was
completed in 1896. But it is mag-
nificent.

That cannot be said for the nar-
row passageways between build-
ings that honeycomb the old part
of Lyon. As our group wandered
through some of these passage-
ways, we found little to be im-
pressed with until we heard two
stories told by historian Boris
Klein, who presented a lecture
onboard our Viking longship. His
talk was entitled “Lyon and the
Resistance,” and the first thing
I learned was those impressive
hidden passageways were, in
fact, absolutely vital to the under-
ground resistance to the Nazis.

Why? The key reason was a
feature we had spotted on our
tour; inside these covered pas-
sageways were what we would
call community mail boxes today.
In the days of the Underground,
they were perfect drop boxes for
clandestine communication. Hid-
den from view of the streets or
anything overhead, they were an
ideal place for a member of the
Resistance to leave a message to
be collected in secret by a col-
league at a later time.

Klein gave us a thumbnail
sketch of the circumstances that
created the French Resistance.
Though in 1939, the French were
believed to have the best army in
the world, clever German strate-
gy saw France completely con-
quered in a mere 42 days. The
Germans divided France into
several parts. Alsace and Moselle
were declared to be part of Ger-
many. Northern France was occu-
pied by the Germans; the south,
including Lyon, were initially

One of six astonishing mosaic murals in the basilica.

“Free Zone” or “Vichy Zone” un-
der Marshall Petain, a First World
War hero who, by the time of the
occupation, had become a collab-
orator with the Nazi regime.

The French Resistance arose in
opposition to the Nazis and their
puppets, and Lyon became the
centre of the Resistance. And yes,
those mailboxes and enclosed
passages played a role, but there
were lots of other factors too.

Lyon is located relatively close
to Switzerland, a neutral coun-
try. Lyon was a centre for trade
unions, who joined with anti-Na-
zi political and religious orga-
nizations to oppose the Vichy
regime. A common cause united
unusual allies: “Jews, Catholic
priests, communists, patriots all
sat at the same table,” said Klein.
Of course, they could not oper-
ate openly — Petain had set up a
French militia that was essential-
ly an arm of the Gestapo.

So, opposition to the Nazis
went underground — or more pre-
cisely in Lyon, into the multitude
of passageways throughout the
old city. By the end of 1940, Lyon
was recognized as the centre of
the French Resistance.

According to Klein, the Resis-
tance produced anti-Nazi leaflets,
provided Jews and others who
needed such with fake ID papers,
printed underground newspapers
and organized clandestine meet-
ings.

Charles DeGaulle, who was
leading the fight against the Na-
zis from exile in England, sent a
man named Jean Moulin to Lyon,
where he played the key role in
uniting the Resistance as “The
Secret Army.” Moulin was even-
tually captured and tortured to
death in 1943. By then, Germa-
ny had taken over direct control
of the south of France, but at the
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Lyon’s Basilica of Notre-Dame de Fourviere, home to 6,000 square me-

tres of gilded mosaics.

same time, the Secret Army had
taken a more active role in gue-
rilla-style warfare against the oc-
cupiers.

On Sept. 3, 1944, Lyon was lib-
erated by Allied forces.

The story of the Resistance
movement is certainly heroic, but
Klein noted that after the fact,
DeGaulle created a less-than-ac-
curate myth. He told the people
of France, “You are a great peo-
ple who never accepted defeat.”
In fact, said Klein, a great many
French people accepted the pres-
ence of the German occupiers
and frequently collaborated with

them. Perhaps the most shocking
example is that the Vichy police
— French officers, not German —
sent 75,000 Jews to die in con-
centration camps.

Klein noted that only in the
1970s or ‘80s did it become pos-
sible to discuss the complicated
reality of the Nazi occupation of
France.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and past president
of the Travel Media Association
of Canada. To contact Paul about
travel, his books, or speaking
engagements, email pknowles@)
golden.net.
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Lyon is known for its unique, local “Bouchon” gastronomy.
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E AT AT OUR HOUSE: Valentine’s menu inspiration

LAUREN EEDY

Independent Columnist

Eating out on Valentine’s Day
can be pricy, depending on where
you choose to go and what prix-
fixe menu speaks to you.

A guaranteed cost of at least
$50 per person is expected and
accepted. Why not treat your
loved one to a meal cooked from
the heart that doesn’t put a dent
in your wallet? That way, you
can save on discounted choco-
late the next day!

The following are elegant and
effortless recipes that give you
ample time to spend with your
Valentine and enjoy over a ro-
mantic evening.

Pappardelle in saffron cream

Serves: 2; Prep: 5 minutes;
Cook: 25 minutes

Kosher salt

1 tbsp unsalted butter

5 small shallot, minced

Pinch saffron threads *Troy-
ers Spices sells very reasonably
priced saffron

2/3 cup heavy cream

Freshly ground pepper

Ya tsp lemon juice

V4 tsp vanilla extract

4 oz pappardelle pasta

3 tbsp grated parmesan cheese,
plus more for garnish

2 tbsp roughly chopped chives

Y tsp grated lemon zest

Method:

-Bring a pot of salted water
to a boil. Melt butter in a me-
dium skillet over medium heat.
Add shallot and saffron, stirring
occasionally until shallot has
softened, about 2 minutes. Add
cream, %4 tsp salt and pepper to
taste; increase heat and simmer
until slightly thickened, about 2
minutes. Stir in lemon juice and
vanilla.

-Add pasta to boiling water
and cook as label dictates. Re-
move Y cup cooking water,
drain pasta and add to skillet
with sauce. Add reserved cook-
ing water, parmesan and half of
the chives. Toss to coat. Garnish
with remaining chives, parme-
san and lemon zest.

Chicken with sautéed apples
and mushrooms

Serves: 4; Total Time: 40 min-
utes

- 3 tbsp olive oil, divided

- 1 10 oz package cremini
mushrooms, quartered

- Kosher salt and pepper

- 1 large shallot, finely chopped

- 2 Gala apples, cut into %2-inch
thick wedges

- 1 tbsp unsalted butter

- 4 skin-on chicken thighs

Branch 236, St. Marys

lucky at quality meat prizes!
affordable and tasty!

one another!

FOR YOUR NEXT GATHERING

& 1600 sq. ft. banquet hall
& Capacity of 200 people
&® Tables and chairs provided

FLEXIBLE W AFFORDABLE
SPACE RATES

Legion

Proudly supporting veterans, families, and our community

WEEKLY AND MONTHLY EVENTS

& SATURDAY MEAT DRAWS

Enjoy an evening of drinks and friends and try your

& FRIDAY HOT DOG LUNCH

Drop in for a delicious hot dog at the Legion bar -

& TUESDAY BUDDY CHECK

Free coffee, friendly conversation, and looking out for

&P BINGO FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

Fun, prizes, and a great social afternoon!

FOR MORE INFORMATION

visit www.rcl236stmarys.ca

Wednesday 3-5 pm

66 Church Street, N., St. Marys, ON | 519.284.2267

ISEIC?‘BIAEEI services including:
e
%ﬁﬁz  burial

BAR HOURS: e cremation

Monday CLOSED « donation to science

Tuesday 3-5 pm

Thursday 3-5 pm *
Friday 12-5 pm .
Saturday 12-7 pm
Sunday CLOSED

Helping you design
affordable and personal

o celebrations of life
open houses
religious services

- %5 cup dry white wine

- % cup low-sodium chicken
broth

- 6 sprigs thyme, plus more for
serving

- Y4 cup heavy cream

- 1 tbsp Dijon mustard

Method:

-Heat oven to 375°F. Heat 2
tbsp oil in large oven-proof skil-
let on medium-high. Add mush-
rooms and a pinch of salt and
cook, tossing occasionally for 5
minutes. Add shallot; cook until
mushrooms are golden brown.
Transfer to a plate. Add apples
and butter to skillet, cook until
beginning to turn golden brown,
2-3 minutes. Transfer to a sec-
ond plate. Wipe skillet clean.

-Return skillet to medium
heat. Rub chicken with remain-
ing tbsp oil, % tsp each salt
and pepper and cook, skin side
down first until browned, 8-10
minutes. Drain excess fat. Turn
chicken skin-side up, add wine
and cook 1 minute. Add broth

and thyme. Return apples to
skillet, transfer to oven and bake
7-8 minutes until internal tem-
perature of 165°F.

-Transfer chicken and apples
to plate, discard thyme and re-
turn skillet to medium heat.
Whisk in cream and mustard,
fold in mushroom mixture and
cook until heated through, 2
minutes. Serve with chicken and
apples and additional thyme if
desired.

Chocolate lava cakes

Serves: 4; Total Time: 45 min-
utes

- Cooking spray

- Cocoa powder, for dusting

- 2 tbsp unsalted butter

- 6 oz semi-sweet chocolate,
chopped

- 1/3 cup all-purpose flour,
spooned and leveled

- % cup confectioners’ sugar

- 1 tsp espresso powder

- V4 tsp kosher salt

- 2 large eggs, plus 2 egg yolks

- Vanilla ice cream, confec-

tioners sugar and/or berry com-
pote to serve

Method:

-Preheat oven to 425°F. Spray
four 6 oz ramekins with cooking
spray and dust with cocoa pow-
der.

-Place chocolate and butter
in a microwave-safe bowl. Mi-
crowave in 30-second intervals,
stirring after each, until melt-
ed and smooth. Whisk together
flour, confectioners’ sugar, ex-
presso powder and salt in a bowl.
In a second bowl, whisk together
eggs and egg yolks. Add choco-
late mixture to the eggs and dry
ingredients; stir until combined.

-Spoon Dbatter into prepared
ramekins on a baking sheet.
Bake until set but centre is still
soft, 14-15 minutes. Remove
from oven and cool for one min-
ute. Carefully invert cakes onto
plates (ramekins will still be
hot). Serve immediately topped
with ice cream, powdered sugar
and/or compote.

TICO #5002839

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com

Where in the world
would you like to go?

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.

TICO #5002840

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg @stonetowntravel.com

Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel
consultants today!

www.stonetowntravel.com
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Andrew L.
Hodges

FUNERAL
HOME

47 Wellington St. S, St. Marys

519-284-2820 | www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

DID YOU KNOW

You can begin pre-arranging
your funeral by scanning

this QR code or visiting
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca
and clicking on “Resources”
then “pre-arrange onling”

7 to complete a
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LIL GARTH PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

Garth Brooks, Reba McEntire, Willie
Nelson, Buddy Holly, Terri Clark,
John Lennon, The Judds

LeAnn Rimes

SUNDAY, MARCH 15TH » 2—5 PM
66 Church Street

Tickets $35 in advance / $40 atthedoor

Legon

CALL 519-284-2267
) ox519-200-0019
FOR TICKETS!
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Riddles

I'm tall when I’'m young and short when I'm old. What
amI?
A candle

The more you take, the more you leave behind. What
are they?
Footsteps

I can be cracked, made, told, and played. What am I?
A joke

I go up and down but never move. What am I?
Stairs

What has many teeth but can't bite?
A comb

I have no life, but | can die. What am I?
A battery

What belongs to you, but others use it more than you
do?
Your name

I can fill a room, but | take up no space. What am I?
Light

The more you share me, the less you have. What am
1?

A secret

What can travel around the world while staying in
one spot?
A stamp

I have a head and a tail, but no body. What am I?

- Word Search -

o6 PROG, SPONSORED BY:

4
o

:3 -.‘,\(}_.- o Adult Learning Programs of Perth, Upstairs at the St. Marys Public Library
) 3 (700 Church Street North, St. Marys, ON) | Phone: 519.284.4408 | Cell: 226.374.8231
s - alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca | www.adultlearningperth.ca | Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth
VALENTINE’S DAY

GCGDCCOVPCEROQNOCSHWSZEBTUYV Fourteenth
JMRATDSMEUTAMEEWWMATW

True love
WEKXQEBEFEMEEREACEHTOQEWETW
ZSSKPLNJRYQIDBLVEWPR Sweetheart
WMGEISSESEKFXEEKTHTZDT Romance
VGOHYINCHEBEMATJPAHUEHZAOQ Arrow
GZDTLUL ZJJEFATETIETUOGCH Cupid
EUAASEREEHGNUFEEGGAGTEHEK P
GPIJVWEZUWLXEBNLZXRSCP Chocolate
DAGLDHFNUNQCEGLNTTIGT Champagne
ABOQOLOTLFEFPJEBETLAMWTOET Flowers
PNZMEEHEEJUIEPTPUQOME Affection
WCUPQGDVCQEOCMTIDEAWT
UNFVDORONEENPRARAKDTIJKA Hugs
KENLJATJLAPHE AHNSTIRXL Kisses
DQOPENFEMXCUACTIVIIO Cherub
PIWDEFOUCOCFOURTEEINTHC Celebrate
FXEAOJVEREREDJIJIJIJUWCUPTITDO

Embrace
Z2BRVWGZTAPYVXISSECGERH
EISMTPSMGTEFYWEKYOITOGQCC Together

Isla Timmins 8)

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is pleased to be the sponsor of the

PET OF THE WEEK

THIS VALENTINE’S DAY, SHOW YOUR PET THE
LOVE THEY DESERVE!

A healthy pet is a happy Valentine! From wellness care to

senior support, St. Marys Vet Clinic is dedicated to keeping tails
wagging and hearts full. Visit us to ensure your furry friend feels
cherished today and every day.
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ELLIE

Our Pet of the Week is Ellie, a seven-year-old cockapoo.
She loves to be around people and steal all the attention.
Her favourite activities are playing ball and cuddling with
Mom and Dad. Ellie loves her car rides and trips to the
cabin where she goes for boat rides, explores the woods
and plays chase with the squirrels and chipmunks. Her

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that appears in the paper gets a
FREE MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

proud owners are Todd and Becky Thibodeau.
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Thorndale News

A section within the
St. Marys Independent

Recipes are more than just ingredients

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

Recipes are widely accessible through
numerous sources. A simple online search
yields an extensive selection of food-prepa-
ration websites, while bookstores offer a
broad range of cookbooks covering topics
from appetizers to vegetarian meals.

But a recipe is more than a list of ingre-
dients and directions.

The recipes in old Women’s Institute or
church ladies’ cookbooks are treasures;
ones that have been gathered from their
members and reflect the community. Many
of those old cookbooks lay dormant in the
bottom of kitchen drawers or on pantry
shelves, tattered and badly stained. Or they
could be long gone, victim of the trash bin
when downsizing. Community cookbooks
are usually not part of the family photos
or papers from our grandmothers or dear
aunties that get passed along.

Two young women, Sarah Darling and
Nichole Mongeon, want to create a cook-
book of recipes from the community of
Thorndale.

“There are amazing cooks in our com-
munity and their knowledge is priceless,”
Mongeon said. “They are our inspiration
to make good, wholesome food for our
families.”

“Food brings people together and reci-
pes from our residents are precious,” Dar-
ling added. “We want to preserve those
recipes, the culinary history of our com-
munity. Food also reflects our social and
culture. Thorndale is growing and we also
want to embrace recipes from our diverse

nary family dish could be special to some-
one else. And if you remember a dish that
was a hit at a church supper or community
event, we would love to include it.”

Besides special family dishes, the com-
munity of Thorndale has amazing cooks
and bakers winning top prizes at the
Thorndale Fall Fair. Those champion pies
and tarts auctioned off on the Friday eve-
ning at the fair were baked by talented
members of the community. Prize-win-
ning, mouthwatering apple, berry, peach
pies and delicious butter tarts are coveted
during the frenzied bidding process.

“Sharing those prize-winning recipes
along with a few lines of the people who
made them would be wonderful,” Mon-
geon said. “And it is preserving their
achievement along with sharing their tal-
ents.”

Over the next few months, Darling and
Mongeon will be collecting recipes from

Pictured are Sarah Darling and Nichole Mongeon, the masterminds behind a Thorndale
cookbook aimed at preserving those treasured recipes of the community.

community as well.”

Recipes from the community are more
than ingredients; there are the stories be-
hind those dishes. People often hesitate to
share “sacred” recipes because they feel
personal, but these recipes are part of the
community heritage. Along with the rec-
ipes submitted, their backgrounds, who
made them and the stories of dishes that
were part of celebratory family dinners,
served at a family reunion or community
suppers add to the value of these recipes.
How quickly traditions disappear if they

(NORM JARY PHOTO)

the community for a Thorndale cookbook.
This curated collection of community rec-
ipes, sponsored by I Love Thorndale, is
scheduled for release later this fall. Reci-
pes along with a brief story behind them
can be sent to Darling and Mongeon at
thorndale.cookbook@gmail.com.

(NANCY ABRA PHOTO)

aren’t written down. Sharing the story with
the recipe is a way of preserving its legacy.

“Memories of get-togethers and food
resonate deeply,” Darling said. “An ordi-

Pictured are Thorndale Lions member Mel Lee with Stacey Steele, winner of the 50/50 draw
at the Thorndale Lions Valentine’s Bingo on Monday, Feb. 2. The Lions’ Valentine’s Bingo
is one of four bingos the Thorndale Lions host every year with others at Easter, Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas — a longstanding tradition for over 50 years. The next community event
hosted by the Thorndale Lions is their Social Gaming Night on Saturday, March 28, at the
Thorndale Lions Community Centre.
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It is with great sadness that the family of Robin Edward Berwick
Coleman, of St. Marys announce his gentle departure from this
earth on February 2nd, 2026 in his 93rd year. Robin leaves behind
his darling wife of 60 years, Joan Coleman (nee Hatcher) as well
as his four children and their spouses, Mary & Chris (Wybrow),
Elizabeth (Nancy) & Remi (Lemaire), David & Christy (nee
Vanderheide) and Michael & Andrea (nee Coyle).

He will be missed by his three cherished grandsons and their
partners William & Emily, Noah & Taylor and Jack & Jayla. As proud
as dad was of his Coleman and Berwick roots, he embraced his
large and boisterous Hatcher family with enthusiasm and love. He
leaves behind several members of the Hatcher family, including Hannah (Minnie) Taylor, Clifford
& Rachel Hatcher, Ann & Willie Parsons and Mary Gharzouzi, various nieces, nephews and their
partners & children as well as several cousins on both sides of the family. He leaves behind many
dear friends old and new, including some of his oldest friends, Tony Pichler and Ann Birch. Robin
was predeceased by his parents Roy and Marie Louise Coleman (nee Berwick), his in-laws
Henry & Myrtle Hatcher as well as Roy & Irene Hatcher, Tom Taylor, Harry & Marjorie Hatcher,
Murdock & Helen Matthews, John Hatcher and Morgan Taylor. He was also predeceased by
his dear cousins Frank Lewis & Jeanette as well as Mary Zinn and Frederick & Noreen Zinn and
childhood friend Bill Middleton. He will be reunited with his loyal and best fur friend, Betty, from
his childhood as well as our family dog, Tia. Robin was the precious only child of his parents, the
product of a beautiful love story.

Born in the Shelburne, Ontario area in November, 1933, he was said to have heralded in the
wintry weather of that year. Growing up, he was very much “all boy”, who had a history of both
adventures and misadventures, resulting in many a skinned knee and a grin. Dad loved sports of
all kinds and enjoyed both participating in them as well as watching them. He also loved planes,
particularly the Avro Arrow, trains, and automobiles. Dad’'s knowledge of cars was practically
encyclopedic, and he could identify the make, model and year of any vehicle he saw on the road.

As ayoung man, Dad purchased a few beautiful automobiles, including a 1956 Mercury Monarch
and later a 1960 Monarch with robin egg blue leather seats. He admittedly owned one or two
‘lemons’ over the years, which were the subject of many (interesting!) conversations. He
loved his adventures on the water, including deep sea fishing in Newfoundland. Dad owned a
beautiful wooden motorboat as a young man and spent many happy hours in Blind River, Ontario
waterskiing with his friends. Dad loved being outside and always said swimming in a lake was
preferable to anything else. Dad even won a bowling trophy for “Best Dad Ever!” at his 90th
birthday party.

Dad began a career with the Royal Bank, which moved him to many different places in Ontario.
Once he got married in 1965, Mom and Dad settled in London, Ontario and decided that they
were more interested in providing a stable home for their family, resulting in a career change. He
eventually settled into a career in optics, and went back to school as a young dad with a wife and
three young children in order to earn his diploma. Dad worked in a number of capacities as an
optician and eventually the family moved to St. Marys, Ontario, where he owned and operated
Coleman Optical Shoppe for many years. It was always a delight for Dad to meet former
customers, who he always remembered with fondness. Dad was a proud member and Past
President of the Lion’s Club (St. Marys) as well as St. James Anglican Church of St. Marys and
St. George’s Anglican Church of Thorndale, where he also made many meaningful and lifelong
connections.

Dad was a former member of the St. John’s Lodge, 209a, Ontario. In retirement, dad took his
responsibilities of becoming a grandparent very seriously and he enjoyed playing with his three
grandsons as well as proudly attending sporting events, concerts, plays and activities with them.
He helped them to get over their fears and taught them important skills like swimming, skating
and the love of reading. He and Joan were grateful to have the opportunity to travel, including
going on cruises, day trips, exploring Canada and “Adventure Fridays”. They also wintered in
Florida for several years and made a lot of happy memories doing so.

Family was the most important thing to dad, and he relished any opportunity to get the gang
together and have some laughs. With Dad, there was always laughter, love and Robin’s divine
homemade wine. If You Know, You Know. He always said it was “hard to be humble” and loved to
dance, party and be the centre of attention. In his later years, Dad faced some health challenges
with his usual optimism. He never complained, and gave us all a masterclass in accepting
one’s challenges with grace and dignity. Aside from being lovingly supported by his family, Dad
received the very best care from many compassionate providers, including the staff at the VON
Day programs, One Care, Paramed, Ontario Health at Home and the Mobility Bus.

Mention must be given to the wonderful people who made Dad’s days extra special, including
Heather, Tina, Mercedes, Walter, Irene, Jantje, Amie, Marylynne, and especially Shannon. We are
also grateful to the loving friends and neighbours of Trailside Court who helped Dad whenever
needed, including Todd, Heather, Helena, Agnes, Doug and Simon. Thank you to the amazing
teams at Rotary Hospice, Stratford General Hospital, St. Marys Memorial Hospital, Dr. Peel, Dr.
Kara, Leanne Ruston and Dr. Hiscock for their wonderful care of Dad.

In memory of Dad, donations to a charity of one’s choice would be gratefully accepted. Some
organizations which are near and dear to Dad’s heart are the Alzheimer’s Society of Perth Huron,
VON Perth Huron, the Heart and Stroke Foundation, the St. Marys Mobility Bus, the Stratford
General Hospital Foundation, the Stratford Rotary Hospice and the Lion’s Club Gift of Sight or
Leader Dogs for the Blind. A private family service with internment in the cemetery in Shelburne,
Ontario will be held at a later date. We will miss you, Dad. We know that “Rockin’ Robin” will be
waiting for us with his cap and fancy socks on, ready to give us a big hug, a back pat and a fist
bump or three. “WOO WEE”. Online tributes at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

HELP WANTED

: [ ) TURFCARE d
Join '@']ﬂ%ur Team Today

Hiring AZ Driver - St. Marys, ON

Full Time Schedule: Monday-Friday, Daytime hours
Rate: $27/hour + valuable perks and benefits

Join Turf Care Products Canada, recognized as one of Canada's Best Managed
Companies, who has been supporting the golf course and professional turf industry
for 50 years.

We are looking for a dependable, customer focused Commercial AZ Driver at our
St. Marys location (14 Given Road).

This is a great opportunity for a driver who wants steady, year-round work, a strong
company culture, and a schedule that supports work-life balance.

« Daytime hours, you're home every evening

« 100% employer paid health & dental benefits

* Performance bonus program

» Employer matching Group RRSP to help you invest in your future

* Health & Wellness Spending Benefit

« Assigned equiprment, no constant truck swapping

« Engaging regional routes across Ontario

» Valid AZ licence with a clean driving abstract and minimum 5 years of AZ driving
experience

* Professional, reliable, and safety minded approach

If you're looking for a role with predictable hours, supportive leadership, and great
benefits, we'd love to hear from you.

Apply today: hr@turfcare.ca

SBEST
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ADVERTISE
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Support the local
businesses that keep
your community and its
newspapers thriving.

GRANT
HAVEN
MEDIA

GRANT
HAVEN
MEDIA

Wondering how local media
can help grow your business?
Let me help tailor a
customized marketing plan
for your business goals.

226.261.1837
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heather@granthaven.com
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HALL OF FAME & MUSEUM
IS HIRING FOR 2 SUMMER POSITIONS

S T_ N/Ii’x RYS For full job descriptions, see our website: AMY CUBBERLEY

www.baseballhalloffame.ca

GOLF & COUNTRY CLUEB Independent Columnist
SEASONAL POSITIONS Museum Assistant - 1 full-time position Meet the Faulkners
Pay: $18.60/hr (weekdays and weekends) 25 (2001)
NOW HIRING St. ﬁi@: g[’(())wn Council has applied for a SuperBuild

Site Maintenance — 1 full-time position Sports, Culture, and Tourism Partnerships grant that will
allow the Friendship Centre to become part of the St.

Marys Community Centre. The new facility will be an
addition to the St. Marys and Area Community Centre.
It will be wheelchair accessible and include multipur-
Application deadline for all positions: pose rooms.

Feb 27, 2026 Braden Furtney, who owns the Sunset Café, is mak-
ing his directional debut with a movie “The Wait” which
will be shot this spring, using the Café as its primary
location. The movie will have 32 speaking parts and au-

Pay: $20.10/hr (weekdays and weekends)

Jobs available to college/university

students, plus adults up to age 30. ditions will be held this spring.
gl 50 years ago (1976)
Start date for all jobs will £ Y Bryant Rumble, St. John Street North, reports from
be late April i - 70-100 people are using his indoor pool facility for
' b i swim classes each week. Cathie Irwin, Karen Muma,
. M and Paul Carter guide the young swimmers; Miss Fran-
Scan the QR COde to view All COVbeI' Iege[f(@abnd rebSlilrf?elf (;fan be emailed ces Dale the adults; and Mrs. Barbara Taylor teaches the
. to baseba aseballhalloffame.ca or swimmers for special needs groups.
current Openlngs and apply dropped off at 386 Church St. S. in St. Marys Cross-country skiers are making good use of Wild-

wood Park and the Murray Forest. On Saturday after-
noon over a dozen cars parked near the Wildwood gate
MARSHALL TENT & PARTY RENTALS

indicated the growing popularity of this sport in the area.
The search is over! mm éS yfg?ago (1951) A -_ .
H : | ecil Oliver, trapping and hunting enthusiast, reporte
The perfect summer job is found! a successful jackrabbit foray on Monday. Cecil bagged

If you arecf(:ilflr(;dt%’ ]rL?SS'[pV?I(f:]t;’l[J I)/?)Tlda?::govl\i?nrgi?(?r, then this Sponsored by: four jacks during a short walk across the fields north of
: town.

Duties include ability to carry and install tent and party About a dozen large trailer-transport trucks were

supplies. concqntrated .in the downtpwn streets .O.f St. Marys this

Must be physically fit and have a positive attitude. morning, owing to the blizzard conditions. The blow,

Competitive wages. FERN PRIDHAM - Real Estate Broker which started yesterday, lasted all night and snow was

Please email resume to 519.274.2885 still falling most of this morning. Visibility was reduced

SHACKLETON’S

- g to fifty yards at times last night.
j-marshall@quadro.net i fernpridham@gmail.com 100 years ago (1926) .
or call 519-319-0374 ‘The St. Marys United Church O.A.B.A. basketball ju-
8 3 5 niors defeated the Western University team of London

on the floor of the Memorial Hall here Tuesday night by
a score of 27-25. The game was exceedingly fast, and
the score was tied most of the game.

9 The investigation prompted by the finding of five silk
scarfs in the home of Provincial Officer S.J. Faulkner
of Stratford by Inspector A.B. Boyd last week result-
ed in charges of theft being laid against Mrs. Winnifred

_INMEMORIAM  RINEIEIE
Ted Watkins AREIRE

B
Dl Wl ~NMN
o
w0

(5] Faulkner, wife of Officer Faulkner on Tuesday. The pris-

1 oner pleaded guilty in Stratford police court that she did

In loving memory of our wonderful Dad 8 4 steal six silk scarfs and two neckties in November or
Fred who we lost 41 years ago. December 1925. She was remanded for sentence until
7192 3|8 911 February 17 and was allowed out on bail. Officer Faulk-

This month comes with deep regret 6 719 1 5 ner was recently transferred from Stratford to Chatham.

It brings back a day we can’t forget
You left us suddenly with no goodbye 8/411/6|2]°9

But memories of you will never die.

BN ST MARYS

Solutions on pg. 35

May the winds of love blow softly - D ENTISTRY
And whisper so you will hear [~ H AVE YOU B E E N 520 WATER ST, S. PO. BOX 1650 | ST. MARYS, ON N4X 1B9 | 519-284-2660
That we will always love and miss you N Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

And wish that you were here. .' - AFFECTED BY SOM EONE ACCEPTING NEW PA'I"EN"'S!
Still miss you Dad J _ E LS ES DRI N KI N G? We offer early morning appointment times, and have later appointment fimes

Your Chil VA7 t
oug Children J | Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place three days per week.
o 520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9 @
— = s e ] 1-800-706-9833 or App Available Ph: 519-284-2660 | www.stmarysdentalclinic.com n O) m
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 519-284-0041 or email

info@stmarysindependent.com
to inquire about our directory

HOME CARE

BARBER EAVESTROUGH CLEANING REAL ESTATE
~ [ |

o peeas

: %‘ﬂnfﬁﬁo‘__f,ﬁmﬂ

YOU'R ST. MARYS (N,

105 OUEEN ST. E
macphersonsbarbershop.ca
226~661-0222

A
EAVESROUGH
519.701.8838

suresealeavestrough@gmail.com

Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum
Gutter Guard * Heavy Built
Fascia * Soffit * Trim Bending & More

bm[,._ Email: mcc@quadro.net
i Ph: 519-349-2256

General Contracting - Design-Build (A-CAD)
Renovations - Additions - Doors & Windows & More!

DISPOSAL

Robson Scrap Metal

Open 8 to 4:30
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

P

———

206-211 Carling St., St. Marys

TREE SERVICE

JOEL'S TREE SERVICE
518-272-5742

www.joelstreeservice.com

Trimming, RemovalE, Stimps, Fertifizig

PAINTING

Painting and Handyman
in and around St. Marys

il
Call Alex at 519-636-5874 [ ]|
for more information

:':\-_“l!::!".“-"““.”‘ "fmu WES BENNET * ST. MARYS ON
CONSTRUCTION ELECTRICAL
485 James St S, St Marys 20"

—

TForMAN ELECTRIC LTD.

RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL = INDUSTRIAL

BACK-UP GENEﬁATﬂH SYSTEMS
Work witt
you knov

519.284.0833

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL,
INDUSTRIAL & AGRICULTURAL

(E) contact Us Today or Visit Us ontine [
519-301-8411 = stonetownelectric.ca

hes

Hug
GREAT SERVICE

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
EXPERT KNOWLEDGE

Full Service Electrical Solutions
226-921-1739

info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com
ECRA/ESA# 7016671

L
St. Marys and Surrounding Area LUE'E STEPHENS
Sheila LeBlanc SALES REPRESENTATIVE
519-630-2665
el 519-703-0333
RE/MAX |3 5agn

ST. MARYS
519-349-2420
Seoiee fram s Family ta Fowns adnee 1977

INSURANCE -
N ELECT REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
Jne |

5t Marys Insurance Crroup Inc

163 Queaan 5t E.
Downtown St. Marys
519-284-4646

Offering Insurance Services for: peaksoloctroaltydgmall.com

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL,
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS,
TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
Give us a call today!

i

L Home & Company

AEAL ISTATE

199 Elgin St E - St. Marys ON - 519-284-1900

inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca

HEAT / COOL

T, &
B

Toni McLean Sales Representative
5|9'274'| |20 Direct
245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

ForMaN ‘FLECTRIC LTD.

PUT YOUR
MONEY
WHERE
YOUR
HOUSE IS

Keep your dollars in Canada to support
local businesses and strengthen
communities.

GAS WORK » HEAT PUMPS »
DUCTLESS SPLITS = AR CONDITIONERS =
HOT WATER HEATERS « FURNACES

you Know you c

919.284.0833

St. Marys Independent

BE IN THE KNOW! Get the Latest Edition
Delivered Straight to Your Inbox!

granthaven.com/st-marys-independent

GRANT
HAVEN
MEDIA

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM

g&;‘ Cricket Care
LA Where your at home
. ('Cl.r ;1: CLLFE CORrES ﬁn;t

Persomalired Home Core
Providing specialized care for:
Stoma - Cancer - Diabetes - Neurological Disorders
Epilepsy - Spinal Injury
In addition to every day care
Call 519-301-7791 (PSW1)
www.cricket-care.com

Serving St. Marys and Area since 2022

SEAMSTRESS

Stonetown Alterations

Professional Seamstress
Ingrid Voermans

www.stonetownalterations.ca | stonetownalterations@gmail.com

519-703-2007

TAKE OUT FOOD

Mon

SKIPPY: -

‘J s Tues to Thurs

PI2ZA Fiand o
11-10
Sun

519-284-1864

118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

WATER TREATING
medinasdft saes

\ . SERVICE
Ut 9™ RENTALS

Call Dave for more info waterite
at 519.349.2040 —

Better Ways For Seniors Ltd.

DIGNITY 519.868.3021
IMDEPENDENCE 4
peRSONAL CHOKCE| 1
The pericet pou 06l |0 @hetterwaysforseniors.com
10 youcan keep lving
I your cwmbama | WWW.BetterWaysForSeniors.com
for 12 ong aa posakiel Ei BetterwaysForSeniors

St. Marys Independent

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
IN OUR DIRECTORY

Call 519-284-0041 or email us at info@stmarysindependent.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS

WANTED

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop,
Fold, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes,
Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For more information: Diamond
Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

WANTED TO BUY

All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko pops
and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.Are you downsizing
or need an estate clean out? We can help. Call or text Stan anytime
519-868-3814.

WANTED

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, Pepsi or any
pop company. Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc. Old
radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches, old fruit
jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and signs - Red
Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture. If you are moving or
cleaning out stuff please contact me at 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE

Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears, peaches, plums,
sweet and sour cherries, apricots, nectarines, blueberries, haskapp
grapes, raspberries, elderberries etc. Lots of spruce, pine, cedars for
windbreak and privacy hedges. Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers ready to
go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon-Sat 7:00am to 6:00pm.
Martin’s Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON NOG 2X0 (1
Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line)

FOR SALE

2 Burial plots with deed, 2 vaults, gold cross certificate & memorial
bronze marker. Located in Forest Lawn, London. Today’s prices
$13,000 - $15,000. Priced at $5,500.00 for quick sale. Will assist
with Transfer. Please leave message or text at 519-670-7107.

FOR SALE

Violin for sale $500.00 firm. Comes with carbon fiber bow. Great for
students. Call 519-284-1079

FOR SALE

First and second cut hay - 4’ x 5’ round bales for sale. 519-461-0067

SHERWIN
L A LAWYER

& MEDIATOR
Real Estate:
Buying, Selling, Mortgages

Wills and Estates

Family Law

SERVING
ST. MARYS
FOR OVER
&M ) Mediation, (£ ¢

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
519.284.0898 *info@sherwinlaw.ca

FOR HALL RENTALS
CALL 519.271.5343

Optimist Club
of Downie

Feb 1 - Ann Knowles, Stratford $50.00
Feb 2 - Nicole Scheuermann, Woodstock $50.00
Feb 3 - Cliff & Sandra Wilson, St. Marys $50.00
Feb 4 - Scott Abercrombie, St. Marys $50.00
Feb 5 - Stephen Bender, St. Marys $50.00
Feb 6 - Mark Van Nes, St. Pauls $50.00
Feb 7 - Lana Langlois, Bowmanville $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
www.fraserpaving.ca

PAVING INC

1. Mount Olympus 4l7 6le alalzl1ls
2. A kangaroo gal1alz's | al7l3ls
3. Ravens

4. The liver 2(5(3|7/1/6]4|0 8
5. Bad Bunny 6/2|7|3/4 1]|5]8|9
6. William Shakespeare 1|4/8|9 /25|38 7
7. Cerberus 9|13 5|68 T|1(|2|4
g'mKUA% . 7]a 2[4 3[8]6[5 1
. North Atlantic Treaty | =1 T
Organization 3|6 1)5|7 984 2
10. Buyer beware 5|8 411 6 2|9|7/(3

LOCAL MATTERS.

Remember that time when Amazon
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza
to your child’s soccer team when they won the
championship?

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

|GRANT
HAVEN

| MEDIA

THE KIRKTON-WOODHAM
OPTIMIST CLUB

KIRKTON-WOODHAM
COMMUNITY CENTRE

SUNDAY, FEB. 15, 2026
9:00 AM TO NOON

Sponsored by the Optimist Club of Kirkton-Woodham.
Admission by donation with proceeds in support of
St. Marys and South Huron Hospitals
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+
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SPONSORED BY: McDonald's St. Marys
752 Queen St. E., St. Marys

s G Founding and Forever partner of Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events - See the Stonetown Crier
on Page 5

St. Marys Public Library events - See Page 26
FRIDAY, FEB 13

Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon
A.N.A.F. meat draw - 6 p.m.

St. Marys Lincolns vs Elmira Sugar Kings at the PRC -
7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB 14
Royal Canadian Legion meat draw - 5 p.m.

Valentine’s Day Ghost Walk - 7 p.m., Tour begins in front
of MacPherson Arts & Crafts

SUNDAY, FEB 15

Kirkton-Woodham Optimist Club community breakfast at
the K-W Community Centre - 9 a.m. to Noon

A.N.A.F. Marg Hogg memorial darts - Register at Noon,
Games start 12:45 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB 16

Family day free skate at the PRC - 10:30 a.m. to Noon,
Sponsored by St. Marys Buick GMC

Thorndale Winter Carnival at the Thorndale Lions Com-
munity Centre - 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

St. Marys Lincolns vs St. Thomas Stars at the PRC - 1:30
p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB 17

Royal Canadian Legion buddy check coffee - 10 a.m. to
Noon

Stop Violence Against Women info session at Little Falls
Public School - 6:30-8:30 p.m.

St. Marys Legion cribbage - Starts 7 p.m. sharp
WEDNESDAY, FEB 18

Tradition Mutual Insurance annual general meeting at
Downie Optimist Community Centre, St. Pauls - 2 p.m.

Friends of the Library management committee meeting at
the library - 6 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB 19
A.N.A.F. sausage on a bun - 12-1:30 p.m.

St. Marys Nourish Market at St. Marys United Church -
2-4 p.m.

St. Marys Lincolns vs Sarnia Legionnaires at Pat Stapleton
Arena - 7:10 p.m.

A.N.A.F. Unit 265

23 Wellington St. N.
519-284-4390

MEAT DRAW EVERY FRIDAY AT 6PM
SAUSAGE ON A BUN
THURSDAYS FROM 12:00PM TO 1:30PM $5.00
MARG HOGG MEMORIAL DARTS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH. REGISTER AT NOON.
GAMES START AT 12:45PM

WE SELL NEVADA TICKETS
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STRATFORD FESTIVAL

SOMETHING
ROTTEN!

BIG STORIES.
BOLD IMAGINATION.

The Tempest | Guys and Dolls | Something Rotten! | Waiting for Godot | Death of a Salesman
The Hobbit | The Importance of Being Earnest | Saturday, Sunday, Monday
A Midsummer Night’s Dream | Othello | The Tao of the World | The King James Bible Play

APRIL — NOVEMBER
BOOK YOUR TICKETS | STRATFORDFESTIVAL.CA

2026 SEASON SPONSOR: OPHELIA LAZARIDIS | PROUD SEASON PARTNERS: BMO, CANADA LIFE AND RBC ROYAL BANK
MEMBERS OF THE COMPANY. PHOTOS: DARIANE SANCHE.




