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Perth County is making changes to its 
Stewardship Program for 2027 aimed at 
spreading available funding among more 
landowners, though council remains divid-
ed over how much taxpayer money should 
go toward larger trees, contractors and other 
planting costs.

At its Oct. 1 meeting, county council ap-
proved two administrative changes recom-
mended by resiliency and stewardship co-
ordinator Hannah Cann following an earlier 
council discussion in August. Beginning with 
the 2027 intake, first-time applicants will re-
ceive five points through the program’s scor-
ing system, up from one, while landowners 

Finding a convenient parking spot in down-
town St. Marys can be difficult enough without 
spaces intended for customers being occupied 
by business owners, employees, patios and bi-
cycle parking.

Results from a downtown parking survey pre-
sented to the St. Marys BIA at its Oct. 6 meeting 
suggest those competing uses are contributing 
to frustration among businesses, residents and 
visitors, while the town is taking several steps 
aimed at freeing up more high-demand spaces.

Of the 41 BIA members who responded to 
the survey, just 51 per cent said they have ad-
equate onsite parking for staff. Ten respondents 
said their employees use municipal parking lots, 
while another 10 have staff parking on the street 
within the downtown three-hour parking area. 
Only five respondents reported having surplus 
parking on their own properties, and just two 
were willing to explore sharing that parking 
with neighbouring businesses. 

Director of culture, tourism and engagement 
Amy Cubberley said getting employees and 
business owners out of those high-demand, 
short-term spaces is one of the clearest opportu-
nities identified through the survey.

“Where we saw the most opportunity was 
shifting employee and business owner parking 
from those high-demand three-hour spaces to 
the all-day parking,” Cubberley said, including 
municipal lots and all-day street parking outside 
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For three decades, Stonetown
Karate has been part of the

 St. Marys community.
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Downtown parking 
survey highlights 
pressure from 
employees, patios 
and bike parking

LEARNING ABOUT FIRE PREVENTION
Five-year-old Gavin Muller had a great time learning how to spray the fire hose. He was shown by 
firefighter Mackenzie Forman, how to hold it correctly and spray the water at a pylon at the St. Marys 
Fire Department open house Oct. 10. For more photos, see page 10.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Perth County tweaks stewardship 
program to give new applicants a better 
shot at funding

“Where local supports local”“Where local supports local”
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OCTOBER 
TOURNAMENTS
Oct. 17 - Oktoberfest
Oct. 24 - Scaretastic
Oct. 31 - Halloween
18 Holes, Cart & Dinner

$70 per person
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Thank you for joining 
us this year for the     

9 & Dine! 
See you next season.
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will be limited to one approved applica-
tion per year across all program streams. 
Previously, there was no annual limit on 
the number of applications an individual 
landowner could submit.

“The report before you outlines the 
proposed 2027 stewardship program ad-
justments, which focus on making the 
program more accessible and distribut-
ing funding more broadly,” Cann told 
council.

She said increasing the first-time appli-
cant weighting gives new applicants “a 
stronger opportunity while keeping the 
ecological value of projects as the main 
consideration.”

The changes respond to concerns 
raised in August after council heard the 
program had been oversubscribed in 
two of its first three years. Councillors 
questioned whether repeat applicants 
were receiving too much of the available 
funding while new applicants had grants 
reduced through prorating. 

While council approved the changes, 
the Oct. 1 discussion showed broader 
concerns with the program remain.

Coun. Bob Wilhelm said he contin-
ues to have a problem with the county 
funding trees costing hundreds of dollars 
each.

“We have a variation from $100 to 
$400 per tree and I think we have to have 
some kind of control on that,” Wilhelm 

said. “That’s ridiculous.” 
Deputy Warden Sue Orr suggested 

oversized stock be removed from the 
program, while Coun. Rhonda Ehgoetz 
argued the program has strayed too far 
from its original purpose of getting trees 
into the ground.

“The intent was to plant trees,” Ehgo-
etz said. “And yet now we’re paying for 
them to be delivered. We’re paying for 
them to be planted. We’re paying for the 
site plan, the site to get ready.”

Staff, however, recommended against 
setting a fixed per-tree grant or banning 
oversized stock. Of 67 completed proj-
ects in the landowner and living snow 
fence streams, only five used oversized 
trees. Staff argued projects should in-
stead continue to be reviewed individu-
ally based on site conditions and envi-
ronmental objectives.

Coun. Walter McKenzie supported 
keeping planting labour eligible, saying 
landowners he has spoken with would 
not participate if they had to find time to 
plant the trees themselves.

“If we didn’t pay for planting or plant-
ing wasn’t part of it, they wouldn’t do it 
because they don’t have time to do it,” 
McKenzie said.

The county’s own figures support that 
concern. Applications fell to 12 when 
labour was ineligible in 2025 before 
rebounding to 21 projects after labour 
costs were restored for 2026.

Coun. Todd Kasenberg also cautioned 
against a flat per-tree cap if it pushes 
landowners toward cheaper species that 
may be less suited to a particular prop-
erty. Cann said species prices can vary 
substantially and limiting support to a 
set amount per tree could discourage the 
most appropriate planting choice.

The county is proposing another 
$100,000 for the Stewardship Program 
in its draft 2027 budget, the same fund-
ing level as 2026, though final approv-
al will rest with the next council during 

budget deliberations. 
Staff told council the spring intake is 

expected to close Jan. 22, with applica-
tions coming back to the next council for 
consideration in early February. As of 
Oct. 9, application submission dates for 
the 2027 spring intake had not yet been 
posted online.

More information on the Perth Coun-
ty Stewardship Program is available at 
www.perthcounty.ca/living-here/stew-
ardship-program/#2026ProgramGuide-
andFinalReporting.
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Downtown parking survey highlights pressure from 
employees, patios and bike parking
the core.

Thirty-nine per cent of respondents 
said they hear parking complaints from 
residents daily. The most common con-
cern was inadequate nearby parking, fol-
lowed by business owners and tenants 
parking where they shouldn’t. Patios and 
bicycle parking were also identified as 
concerns. 

The town is already working on sever-
al changes.

A review of the downtown patio policy 
that was set be presented to council at 
its Oct. 13 regular meeting includes pro-
posed fees for businesses using public 
parking spaces for patios, reducing the 

percentage of downtown parking that 
can be occupied by patios from five per 
cent to 2.5 per cent and limiting how 
many patios can be located on a single 
block.

The town has also replaced signage 
at the bicycle-parking area in front of 
Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters and the 
Flower Shop and More after survey re-
sponses suggested some people believed 
the racks were reserved for those busi-
nesses. Cubberley clarified the bicycle 
parking is available to anyone visiting 
downtown.

Meanwhile, the town has purchased 
property at 30 Church St. N to create ad-
ditional parking primarily for town hall 

and library employees. While the report 
identified 12 spaces, Cubberley told the 
board there are actually 13, which could 
help move municipal employees out of 
all-day street spaces and free those spac-
es for other downtown users. The town 
is also considering evening and weekend 
use of the lot by community groups like 
St. Marys Community Players.

“As a person who does the tickets for 
the community players, I get a lot of 
complaints about there being no parking 
for the theatre,” BIA board treasurer Dan 
Troyer said. “There’s no place for the 
actors and stuff, so they park on Church 
Street. … There are a lot of people who 
go in there and that’s a lot of vehicles. 

I don’t have an answer to it, but I just 
know that I field a lot of questions on 
that.”

Cubberley responded that the new 30 
Church Street North lot could potentially 
be used by community players actors and 
volunteers during evenings and week-
ends when town staff aren’t using it.

Further improvements are planned 
for the Jones Street lot and Eric Taylor 
Trail parking area, while the town is de-
veloping a more consistent approach to 
parking enforcement based on data from 
the town’s first summer of proactive en-
forcement. A broader downtown parking 
study is scheduled for 2027. 

Perth County tweaks stewardship program
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Exceptional support. Exceptional prices.

SURPRISINGLY

Discover Stressless Comfort
at Austin & Taylor

AFFORDABLE.

SPECIAL PURCHASE

FREE 
Delivery to
St. Marys
Weekly

100% Genuine Leather
Chair & Ottoman
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1350 Fanshawe Park Rd W
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One ordinary Saturday could have end-
ed in tragedy. This article serves as a re-
minder that railway tracks are no place 
for children to play.

It was a typical Saturday in St. Marys, 
with a hockey tournament bringing young 
players, coaches and families to our won-
derful town.  

I was teaching my usual afternoon art 
class for children when we noticed a 
group of boys walking along the railway 
tracks here at the VIA Rail station. Know-
ing the dangers, I stepped outside to tell 
them to get off the tracks.

As I approached, I noticed several boys 
wandering close to the railway bridge, 
apparently curious about the area. Near-
by, a number of parents and the team’s 
coach were watching. I alerted the closest 
gentleman to the danger, and the coach, 
who was visiting from Kitchener, loudly 

instructed the boys to leave the tracks and 
move away from the bridge.

Fortunately, they listened.
Less than two minutes later, a freight 

train heading towards London crossed 
the bridge. The conductor sounded the 
horn loudly, warning everyone nearby to 
get out of the way and stay back. In that 
moment, the seriousness of the situation 
became painfully clear.

What was an ordinary afternoon could 
easily have turned into a tragedy.

Had the boys remained on the tracks or 
continued exploring near the bridge, the 
consequences could have been devas-
tating. Thankfully, someone intervened, 
the coach reinforced the warning and the 
boys moved to safety. We were fortunate 
that the outcome was a close call rather 
than a community tragedy.

I share this story not to embarrass the 
children, criticize a visiting hockey team 
or point fingers at parents. Children are 
naturally curious. Trains are fascinating 

and railway bridges may look like excit-
ing places to explore. But children do not 
always recognize danger, which is why 
adults must help them understand it.

Railway tracks are not playgrounds, 
walking paths or places to explore. Trains 
are heavy, powerful machines that cannot 
stop quickly. They may approach more 
quietly than people expect, and there may 
be very little time to react. Railway bridg-
es are especially dangerous because there 
may be little or no room to escape when a 
train approaches.

Even when no train is visible, the tracks 
are not safe. Another train may be coming 
from either direction. We cannot rely on 
luck to keep our children safe.

As parents, grandparents, coaches, 
teachers and neighbours, we all have a re-
sponsibility to teach young people about 
railway safety. If you see children playing 
on the tracks, speak up if you can do so 
safely, and contact the appropriate author-
ities when necessary. Most importantly, 

talk to your children before something 
happens. Make sure they understand that 
railway property is off-limits and that 
no adventure or moment of curiosity is 
worth risking their lives.

St. Marys is a wonderful community, 
and looking out for one another is part of 
what makes it special. We want our chil-
dren to grow up safe, healthy and free to 
enjoy everything our town has to offer.

But some places are simply too danger-
ous to explore.

Please remind your children that rail-
way tracks are never a place to play, and 
railway bridges are never a place to ex-
plore. Share this warning with your fami-
ly, friends and neighbours.

That Saturday, the boys got away safe-
ly. The train passed and life in St. Marys 
continued as usual. Next time, we might 
not be so fortunate. Let’s make sure our 
children understand the danger before 
they find themselves in its path. Their 
lives may depend on it.

EDITORIAL

DUNCAN MACDONALD

St. Marys Station Gallery
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Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

“Overheard at The Coffee Shop”, call 519.284.0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Sponsored by:

201 Queen St. E, St. Marys, ON 519.284.4555

Overheard
AT THE COFFEE SHOP

So who was 
thankful for stretchy 

pants this past 
weekend?

On my second 
round of Halloween 

candy already.

395 Queen Street West, 
St. Marys, ON 519.284.2566
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Thoughts
OF THE WEEK

Time you enjoy 
wasting, is not 
wasted time.

Never 
underestimate 

the importance of 
having fun.

You don’t fail, you 
continue to learn.

Minds are like 
parachutes, they 

only work when they 
are open.

 Quote of the Week

“We can’t achieve any of this if we’re divided. You can’t build big things 
on fault lines. Generations of Albertans helped build this country. It’s 
yours, it’s ours, and it’s worth fighting for.” 

- Prime Minister Mark Carney on building homes in Alberta 
ahead of the polls on Oct. 19 for a 10 question referendum with 
the final question referencing whether Alberta should remain 
a Canadian province.

Bravo Boo
We have 5 Bravos this week
1) Bravo to Kelly and Trevor, who assisted me after I face-
planted  on the asphalt while walking my dog. I so appreciate 
your kindness and compassion. Another reason to love living in 
St. Marys.
2) Bravo to the many friendly dog walkers I meet on the “loop” 
trails. I always ask if I can say hi to and can I pet their dog and 
most do happily and their dogs respond in kind. Some do 
indicate their dog is nervous or old and cranky (that I get - I’m 
that way too somedays) which is ok too. The trails are so great in 
St. Marys, but what makes them wonderful is the friendly people, 
and their dogs, you meet along the way.
3) Bravo to the kind lady who paid for my grandson’s groceries 
at Foodland on the weekend. That was totally unexpected and 
very much appreciated. I’ve encouraged him to play it forward.
4) Bravo to the young lady who was pumping gas at Dowler 
Karn (McDougall Energy) on Saturday afternoon who was in 
conversation with an older lady who ran out of gas. She scrounged 
up $4 to give the young lady for gas. You are delightful. Thanks 
for showing that St. Marys is a “town worth living in.”
5) Bravo to an outstanding man and neighbour Marty Swan who 
came down in a flash when I called for help when my cat was 
stuck up in a tree. Not only did he hold the ladder for me, he 
caught me when I slipped and fell a good distance with the cat 
in my arms.

We have 1 Boo this week
1) Boo to the person who left a empty Taco Bell drink 
cup at the first window of McDonalds on Tues. Sept. 
6. The first window is often not staffed, but if it was, 
I’m sure whoever did this would find another place to 
do their cowardly littering. It’s so disappointing that, 
in this day and age, we still have people so lazy and 
inconsiderate that they cannot take their garbage 
to a proper container. And what’s even sadder, 
McDonalds graciously supplies two garbage cans just 
past the second window that can be reached from 
your car’s window. Do better Taco Bell trash person.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to be considered. Bravos and Boos are submitted by community 
members and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

A close call on the tracks: A cautionary tale for St. Marys
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Learn more: townofstmarys.com/parking

Visit townofstmarys.com/ElectionOfficial

Visit townofstmarys.com/RoadSafetyRegister via ActiveNetLearn more: townofstmarys.com/flixbus

COMMUNITY GRANT APPLICATION

townofstmarys.com/youthcentre 

STONETOWNSTONETOWN  
CRIERCRIER
STONETOWN 
CRIER The latest municipal news

from the Town of St. Marys

Contact us
519-284-2340 
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca

SHOWER PROGRAM

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private, secure

and accessible for individuals of all
abilities.

Pyramid Recreation Centre 

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

FALL WATER FLUSHING

You may observe some water discolouration during
flushing. If you experience discolouration, run cold
water until it becomes clear. If your water does not
run clear after five minutes, turn off the tap and wait
30 minutes before trying again. You should refrain
from doing laundry until any discolouration has
cleared. 
townofstmarys.com/flushing

YOUTH CENTRE OPEN HOUSE
October 16 | Pyramid Recreation Centre | 3:45-6:00PM  

Join us for a FREE Youth Centre Open House on Friday,
October 16 from 3:45 to 6 p.m. Youth in Grades 3-8 can
drop in to explore the space, make crafts, build forts,
play games, and more. Parents and guardians are
welcome to stop by, ask questions, and join in the fun.

ELECTION DAY

Whether you're voting for the first time or have
voted before, now is the perfect time to make sure

you're ready. Check your voter information, learn
what you need to bring, and find answers to

common election questions.

October 26 | 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM | Pyramid
Recreation Centre - 317 James Street South

Visit townofstmarys.com/Election

October 5 -30

We can help your community project grow! 
The Community Grant Program applications

are live. This program provides funding for
programs, projects, activities and events that
enrich the community and advance Council’s

strategic goals.

townofstmarys.com/grants

Hospital auxiliary hosts 
bake-sale fundraiser at 
Troyer’s Spices

The St. Marys Memorial Hospital Auxiliary was busy on Saturday raising money with a bake 
sale at Troyer’s Spices. The bake sale went from 9 a.m. until noon and had many items for 
sale like brownies, dessert bars, cookies, cupcakes, knitted and crocheted pumpkins and 
so many more goodies. The ladies had to close the bake sale early because they sold out 
thanks to the amazing support of those who came in to visit. The funds raised go to the aux-
iliary to be put towards various projects that the group supports like the newly renovated 
gazebo at the hospital. From left to right are auxiliary members Joyce Mulholland, Joanne 
Pickering, Nan Skirten and Arlene Callender. 

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)
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Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, contact us at 519.284.0041 or 

info@stmarysindependent.com.

We welcome your submissions for 
our weekly Senior of the Week. 
Please send a photo and a brief 

description to 
info@stmarysindependent.com 
and we will feature them in an 

upcoming issue.

1.What is the only U.S. state that can be 
typed in using only one row of a standard 
keyboard?
2.In human anatomy, what does the 
“hallux” refer to? 
3.What is the only planet in our solar 
system to rotate clockwise on its axis? 
4.Which freezes faster: hot or cold water? 
5.What is James Bond’s code name?
6.Weighing around eight pounds, this is 
the human body’s largest organ?
7.What do you call a group of flamingos?
8.What is the distance from earth to the 
sun? 
9.Which country is the largest in the world?
10.According to Guinness World Records, 
what’s the best-selling book of all time?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

WEEKEND QUIZ
By Jake Grant

Pictured following a recent new member induction ceremony hosted by the St. Marys Lions Club are, in the front row from 
left, new Lions Michelle Billson, Kaylee McEvoy, Scott McEvoy, Lion president Evelyn Albers, new Lion Rob Benninger and 
Lion Rob Stuart (sponsor). In the back row, from left to right, are new Lion Joscelyne Phillips, Lion Dawn Reynen (sponsor), 
new Lion Ron Hodgins and Lion Gerry Haliburton (sponsor).

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

St. Marys Lions welcome six new 
members at induction ceremony

The St. Marys Lions Club welcomed six new members 
at its Oct. 6 meeting with president Lion Evelyn Albers 
presiding over the induction ceremony.

Lions Michelle Billson, Joscelyne Phillips, Kaylee 
McEvoy and Scott McEvoy were sponsored by Lion 
Dawn Reynen. Lion Ron Hodgins was sponsored by 
Lion Rob Stuart, and Lion Rob Benninger was spon-
sored by Lion Gerry Haliburton.

Adding a special touch to the evening, Kaylee and 
Scott McEvoy’s children presented the new members 
with their Lions name tags and Lions International lapel 
pins.

The new members were warmly welcomed by their 
fellow Lions, and the ceremony concluded with the tra-
ditional Lions Roar.

The St. Marys Lions are delighted to welcome these 
six new members as they join in friendship, fellowship 
and service to the community.

ST. MARYS LIONS CLUB

Contributed Article
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GET IT DONE

GET IT DONE
3 DAY SALE!
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Advertisement authorized 
by Cindy Williams

Breaking ground on a new 
pavilion at Milt Dunnell Field

Change is coming as construction has started in Milt Dunnell Field on the town’s new pavil-
ion project. The old pavilion, which has been part of the flats for years, has seen better days 
and is ready to come down and make way for bigger and better ways to serve the needs of 
the community. Mayor Al Strathdee gets to see the view from the excavator on demo day. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Rannoch ceremony to mark 80 years since six Second 
World War names added to cenotaph

Eighty years after six Blanshard Town-
ship men who never returned home from 
the Second World War were formally 
added to the Rannoch Cenotaph, the com-
munity will gather once again to remem-
ber not only their names, but the people 
behind them.

The Township of Perth South and com-
munity partners will host a special com-
memorative ceremony at the Rannoch 
Cenotaph at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 25, 
marking the 80th anniversary of a wel-
come-home and memorial service held 
there July 7, 1946.

During that original ceremony, the 
names of six local men killed during the 
Second World War – Gordon W. Barnett, 
Norman Evans, Alvin Heard, Albert Mar-
tin, Gordon McKay and Clarence Stevens 
– were added to the cenotaph, joining 
those from the First World War and Boer 
War already memorialized there.

According to an original order of ser-
vice, the parents of the six fallen men 
were presented with plaques from the 
township, while returning servicemen 
and women were presented with rings.

The Oct. 25 ceremony will include a 
piper, prayer and other elements inspired 
by a traditional remembrance ceremony, 
though organizer Gordon Barnett said it 
is intended specifically to mark the anni-
versary of the 1946 dedication rather than 
replace the community’s Remembrance 
Day observances. Perth-Wellington MP 
John Nater will serve as the main speak-
er and share some of the history of the 
cenotaph.

For Barnett, a member of the organiz-
ing committee, the effort to tell the sto-
ries behind the names engraved in stone 
is deeply personal.

His uncle and namesake, Gordon W. 
Barnett, was a member of the First Cana-
dian Parachute Battalion who was killed 
in combat in Germany on March 24, 
1945, shortly after his 20th birthday. He 

was later buried with other Canadian war 
dead in the Netherlands.

Barnett’s uncle was the first person 
whose story was shared during one of the 
committee’s late-October ceremonies two 
years ago, an initiative inspired by simi-
lar efforts elsewhere to put faces, families 
and lives to the names on cenotaphs.

“They were fathers, sons and so on, 
where they went to school, playing sports 
and that sort of thing,” Barnett said of 
the details that can easily disappear with 
time.

His own research began through Faces 
to Graves, an organization in the Nether-
lands working to document the lives of 
Canadian soldiers buried there. Barnett 
gathered letters, newspaper clippings and 
family artifacts connected to his uncle, al-
lowing him to learn about the young man 
beyond his military service.

“Getting to read the letters, you got to 
appreciate him as a person,” Barnett said, 
describing correspondence about girls his 
uncle met, time spent with friends and 

other pieces of an ordinary young life in-
terrupted by war.

That connection is becoming increas-
ingly important as generations pass and 
families move away, Barnett said.

“Some of those families are starting to 
move away now,” he said. “There’s not 
the connections like there was. So, I think 
this will help a lot of people realize they 
may be, you know, one or two degrees of 
separation from some of these names.”

Perth South Mayor Sue Orr, who first 
brought forward the idea of marking the 
anniversary, said keeping those connec-
tions alive is the heart of the ceremony.

“I feel it’s important to keep this history 
alive and share the family connections,” 
Orr said. “We owe a great debt to those 
who served in all the wars and it’s the 
least we can do to honour the names on 
the cenotaph.”

The St. Marys Museum will also take 
part in the ceremony, bringing artifacts 
connected to the 1946 commemoration 
and the people it honoured.

A photo of Gordon W. Barnett, a member of the First Canadian Parachute Battalion who was 
killed in combat in Germany on March 24, 1945, and the plaque his family received afterward.

At a ceremony last year, locals learned about the life and military service behind one of the 
names commemorated on the Rannoch Cenotaph. 

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor

The original program from the July 7, 1946 ceremony when the names of six soldiers from Blanshard Township who were killed during the Second World War were added to the Rannoch Cenotaph. 
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)
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Perth County economic development, tourism team 
caps busy summer with provincial agriculture forum

From promoting local tourism and supporting busi-
ness expansions to hosting government officials and 
bringing economic-development professionals from 
across Ontario to Perth County, the county’s economic 
development and tourism division had a busy summer.

Economic development officer Justin Dias provided 
county council with a recap of the department’s work 
from June through September at council’s Oct. 1 meet-
ing, highlighting business retention and expansion 
efforts, tourism marketing, the development of new 
visitor experiences and the county’s ongoing tourism 
wayfinding project.

Among the summer’s economic-development ac-
tivities were visits to local manufacturers interested 
in provincial expansion funding, support for Listowel 
Technology Inc.’s $13.2-million expansion – backed by 
$1.5 million through the Southwestern Ontario Devel-
opment Fund – and continued discussions with provin-
cial and federal officials surrounding a potential new 
manufacturing facility in Perth County.

The county also supported a business tour and round-
table in August with then-agriculture minister Trevor 
Jones and rural affairs minister Lisa Thompson involv-
ing 15 local business representatives. Five Perth Coun-
ty businesses were also nominated for Ontario Excel-
lence in Agriculture Awards. 

On the tourism side, the county supported the launch 
of Farmhouse Fires at The Perth Farmhouse as a new 
Signature Experience in June, while its summer mar-

keting campaign included print, digital and social-me-
dia promotion.

More than 76,000 tourism brochures were distributed 
through Canada Post and tourism destinations, while 
county tourism social-media channels gained more 
than 1,700 followers since May and generated more 
than 18,000 interactions. Three summer students fea-
tured more than 85 Perth County businesses through 
reels, stories and other content. 

Work also continued on the FRAME + Find Tourism 
Wayfinding Signage Strategy. Two stakeholder work-
shops and a county road tour were held in July to iden-
tify signage gaps, preferred aesthetics and priority loca-
tions, with the project now moving from its discovery 
phase into strategy development and design.

The summer culminated with Perth County and in-
vestStratford hosting the Municipal Agriculture Eco-
nomic Development and Planning Forum Sept. 28-29.

The first day included an agricultural and business 
discovery bus tour across Perth County, with stops in-
cluding Gray Ridge Egg Farms, Anna Mae’s Restaurant 
and Bakery, Lynn River Farm and the Stratford Perth 
Centre for Business. The county’s report says the tour 
showcased nine Perth County businesses to 56 partic-
ipants.

The second day brought 122 participants to the Tom 
Patterson Theatre in Stratford for sessions focused on 
rural economic development, on-farm diversification, 
development-ready communities and agricultural by-
laws. 

Coun. Rhonda Ehgoetz praised staff for the event and 
said she was struck by how far some participants had 

travelled.
“It was really impressive to see that they came from 

everywhere,” Ehgoetz said. “It was a bang-up job. You 
did an awesome job and it was great to see the busi-
nesses again.”

Warden Dean Trentowsky echoed those comments, 
saying participants were impressed by the work that 
went into the two-day format.

“People were impressed with the effort that was 
made to put together the two-day format,” Trentowsky 
said, also recognizing investStratford and its staff for 
co-hosting the forum. “It shows teamwork and partner-
ship – the great results that can happen there.”

A full report on the Municipal Agriculture Economic 
Development and Planning Forum will be presented to 
council at a future meeting.

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor

FALLFALLFALL
in love   
with the St. Marys 
Farmers’ Market 

in love   
with the St. Marys 
Farmers’ Market 

Calendars 
make 

great gifts!

SATURDAY, OCT. 17 - SOUP DAY
Savour chef-made soups full of market ingredients

at this cozy market fundraiser
Support the 1  St. Marys Scouts through their Apple Dayst

SATURDAY, OCT. 31 - FINAL OUTDOOR MARKET
Pick up your pumpkins and apples for Halloween!

SATURDAY, NOV. 7 - FIRST INDOOR PRC MARKET
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Weekly Specials

2108 Road 137, St. Marys, Ontario 
info@sciencehillcountryclub.com | sciencehillcountryclub.com

519.284.3621

Burger and a Pint for $17.99

Pan fried or Perch Tacos

$1.00 Wings

MONDAY

FRIDAY

WEDNESDAY

Taco Tuesday

Pasta Night 
2 options for $19.99

BOGO 9” Pizza 
2nd one 50% OFF

TUESDAY

SATURDAY

THURSDAY

St. Marys Fire Department concludes Fire Prevention 
Week with open house

The St. Marys Fire Department fin-
ished Fire Prevention Week off with its 
annual open house. 

The popular event was held on Satur-
day, Oct. 10, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. It 
is always a free event for the communi-
ty and it’s a great way to learn about fire 

safety while having some fun with the 
whole family.  

There was lots to take in, including a 
station tours, meeting the firefighters, 
fire truck demonstrations, food trucks, 
an inflatable fire house, participation by 
the Stratford Police Service along with 
Dusty the police dog, and Sparky the Fire 
Dog was there too.

Capt. Greg St. Clair and firefighter Ethan Brine were on hand to answer questions and are 
seen with some cutters and spreaders used in rescue.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Cameron and Anderson Elsdon tried out the life raft on Saturday at the open house.
(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

James Barber had a lot of fun at the open house and got to sit up in Old Betsy wearing his 
fire hat.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter
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South Perth Centennial 
School ready to host third 
annual Pumpkin Walk

On Oct. 29, students from South Perth 
Centennial School will once again show-
case their creative talents by inviting 
the public to their third annual Pumpkin 
Walk.

The event was started by the parent 
council after seeing what a great job the 
students did with their pumpkin carvings. 
They wanted to share them with the pub-
lic. Last year, there were well over 200 
pumpkins carved and voted on.

There are several categories like paint-
ed and carved pumpkins, and one being a 
home carving so kids of all ages and com-

munity members can partake in the event. 
The pumpkins will line the arboretum and 
visitors can stroll through and look at all 
the creative submissions. Prizes will be 
awarded for the top three in each class 
and there will also be a door prize avail-
able for the taking.

The event will go from 6-8 p.m. and is 
open to the public for a small admission 
fee. This event is a fundraiser for student 
field trip support. As in past years, there 
will also be a snack booth and some out-
door games. The students are excited to 
share their artistic flair and also their love 
for this time of year, so come check out 
their hard work and vote on a favourite.

Perth South Centennial School’s second annual Pumpkin Walk in 2025. Creatively carved 
and painted pumpkins lined the arboretum as it will this year on Oct. 29. 

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter

PRESERVE OF THE MONTH
10% OFF Salsa

STORE HOURS IN OCTOBER
Monday - Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday: 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
4074 Perth Line #9, St. Marys, ON • www.mccullys.ca • 519.284.2564

FALL HARVEST FESTIVAL
Saturdays and Sundays in October 10 am to 2 pm

Corn Maze, Pumpkin Catapult, Wagon rides, Haunted Forest, 
Straw Fort, visit the farm animals in the barn

FRESH ONTARIO APPLES & CIDER
We have Honey Crisp, Gala, Macintosh, Courtland, Ambrosia and 

Bartlett Pears. Cider comes in 2L and 4L containers

F U N E R A L
H O M E

Helping you design
affordable and personal
services including:

burial
cremation
donation to science
celebrations of life
open houses
religious services

DID YOU KNOW
You can begin pre-arranging

your funeral by scanning
this QR code or visiting

www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca
and clicking on “Resources”

then “pre-arrange online”
to complete a

basic information
form.

 47 Wellington St. S., St. Marys
519-284-2820 | www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

Andrew L.
Hodges

Perth-Wellington MP 
John Nater gets a pie in 
the face for a good cause

Perth-Wellington MP John Nater received a cream pie in the face during Saturday’s Strat-
ford Thanksgiving Farmers’ Market, making good on a promise he made during a fund-
raising pie auction at this year’s Stratford Fall Fair. The annual auction raises money for 
the Stratford and District Agricultural Society, with locally baked pies sold to the highest 
bidders. Nater, who donates a homemade pie each year, promised that if his pie didn’t 
fetch the highest price, agricultural society board members could throw a pie in his face. 
Although his pie sold for an impressive $175, it wasn’t the top seller. On Saturday, ag-
ricultural society president Laurie Neubrand, joined by Stratford Mayor Martin Ritsma, 
delivered on that promise with a cream pie Neubrand had baked earlier. Nater’s young 
daughter was also on hand for the fun and happily helped her father eat some of the pie 
left on his face before the cleanup began.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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Re-electRe-elect
Marg LunaMarg Luna

C o n t a c t  m e  a t
marg_l@hotmail.com

or 519-801-5354

For experience, 
continuity and stability on

To w n  C o u n c i lTo w n  C o u n c i l

A d v e r t i s e m e n t  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  M a r g  L u n a

Annual car show at Windmill 
Family Campground raises 
money for the Salvation Army 

Windmill Family Campground hosted 
its 29th annual Classic and Antique Car 
Show on Sept. 6. Originally scheduled for 
Aug. 2, the event was postponed due to 
inclement weather.

The number of cars were down from 
last year, however the campground was 
able to generously donate $2,000 to the 
Salvation Army Food Bank in St. Marys. 

The car show had dash plaques for ear-
ly arrival vehicles, door prizes, 50/50 
draws, raffles and food vendors, and cost 
only $10 to enter a vehicle and $10 for 
spectators.

The foodbank in St. Marys is open 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. The next food drive will take 
place before Christmas on Dec. 5 at both 
grocery stores in town.

Right now, the most needed items at 
the food bank are shampoo, conditioner, 
canned pasta, school snacks, baked beans 
and rice. 

Jim Fedyk, who has been organizer of 
the car show for over 15 years, said it was 
too bad the weekend had to change be-
cause of the weather, however there were 
still more than 100 cars there and $2,000 
is a great donation. He said he was very 
happy with another successful event.

Car show organizer Jim Fedyk presents $2,000 to Raelyn Marshall, family services worker 
at the Salvation Army. The donation was from the 29th annual car show hosted by Windmill 
Family Campground.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter
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Rotary Youth Exchange student Lieanne Bambo 
shares her story

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com
STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 

  PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00. FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, OUR SERVICE DEPT IS NOW OPEN ON SATURDAYS

STRATFORD NISSAN

Members of the Rotary Club of St. 
Marys had an opportunity to get to 
know our Rotary Youth Exchange stu-
dent, Lieanne Bambo of the Philip-
pines, a little better when she shared 
her story with the Club at our Oct. 5 
meeting.

Bambo, 14, is spending the 2026-
2027 Rotary year in Canada and is at-
tending Grade 10 at St. Michael Cath-
olic Secondary School in Stratford. 
Since arriving in August, she has al-
ready experienced plenty of Canadian 
life with her host families, including 
visits to the Stratford Festival, the Ca-
nadian Baseball Hall of Fame and the 
St. Marys Quarry.

During her presentation, Bambo took 
members on a tour of her home coun-
try and introduced us to her family, her 
school and community, and some of the 
activities that have kept her very busy 
at home. An enthusiastic student and 
leader, she has been involved in stu-
dent government, school organizations, 
tutoring and community activities. Her 
interests range from dance, piano and 
singing to volleyball, swimming, pho-
tography, fashion and travel.

Rotary Youth Exchange also has a 

special place in Bambo’s family. Her 
mother was a Rotary Exchange student 
in British Columbia in 1997-1998, and 
the family still has her Rotary Youth Ex-
change blazer, identification cards and 
even her original airline ticket. Seeing 
the lasting friendships her mother made 
through Rotary helped inspire Bambo 
to pursue an exchange of her own.

For Bambo, the year in Canada is an 
opportunity to experience another cul-
ture, become more independent and 
adaptable, make lifelong friendships 
and serve as an ambassador for the 
Philippines.

She also has ambitious plans for the 
future. After returning home and com-
pleting high school, Bambo hopes to at-
tend the University of the Philippines, 
study accountancy and eventually pur-
sue a career as a CPA lawyer.

Although she has only been in Cana-
da for a couple of months, Bambo has 
already embraced opportunities to ex-
plore her new home, meet people and 
become involved in school and com-
munity life.

We look forward to sharing many 
more experiences with Bambo during 
her year in Canada, and to learning just 
as much from her as she learns from us.

Welcome to St. Marys! Rotary Youth Exchange student Lieanne Bambo of the Philippines recently gave a presentation 
about her life back home to the Rotary Club of St. Marys.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF ROTARY CLUB OF ST. MARYS)

ROTARY CLUB OF ST. MARYS

Contributed Article
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Lincs extend win streak to seven games

The St. Marys Lincolns remain the hot-
test team in the Western Conference after 
wins over LaSalle and Elmira pushed the 
team’s unbeaten stretch to seven straight 
games.

Kobe Nadalin made 22 saves for his 
first Greater Ontario Hockey Leage 
(GOHL) shutout Oct. 7 in the Lincolns’ 
5-0 victory over the LaSalle Vipers, with 
head coach Jeff Bradley noting the team 
had a positive start to the game but built 
on it as the game went along.

“We kept with our plan of having a good 
first period,” said Bradley. “At times in 
the first period, we got lost on the big-
ger ice a little bit, and our support wasn’t 
quite there, but that was adjusted in the 
second. There was some disappointment 
in the room after the first period, but we 
just went in there and said, ‘That’s the 
longest bus trip of the year, we have a 1-0 
lead and we badly outshot them, so that 
was positive.’ ”

Blake Elzinga opened the scoring for 
the Lincolns with the only goal of the first 
20 minutes, the 40th of his GOHL career. 
The goal also snapped a four-game goal 
drought for the Walkerton native, who 

also came into LaSalle with just one goal 
in his previous seven outings.

A great three-way passing play while 
killing a penalty in the second period in-
volving Luke McMillan, Ryan Hodkin-
son and the returning Owen Bruining re-
sulted in Bruining finishing it off for his 
fourth of the year. It was Bruining’s first 
game since Sept. 27 after the native of 
Innisfil was out with injury. Defenceman 
Christopher Mabey also returned from 
injury against the Vipers.

Callum McAuley snapped a four-game 
pointless streak with a goal later in the 
second, while Hodkinson and Mikey 
Pope each scored in the third.

The only blemish on the otherwise 
strong game for the Lincolns was their 
powerplay, which went scoreless on six 
tries, including a disastrous powerplay 
that saw two shorthanded breakaways 
from LaSalle, one of which ended up 
being a penalty shot that Nadalin turned 
aside.

While the powerplay was far below 
the team’s standard, Bradley was thrilled 
with what his team did at even strength.

“The powerplay is something we strug-
gle with at times against LaSalle with 
how aggressive they are,” Bradley said. 
“It’s difficult to plan when you’re play-

ing against four guys chasing one puck, 
so it was a little difficult for our guys. 
Had we spent the entire game five-on-
five, it could have been quite a bit more 
lopsided than it was. There wasn’t any-
thing I disliked about our five-on-five 
play. We managed the puck well and we 
were physical.”

Lincs steamroll Sugar Kings in 6-2 
drubbing

Just 48 hours later, the Lincolns took on 
a struggling Elmira Sugar Kings squad 
that entered the night with four straight 
losses.

The Lincolns made it five in convinc-
ing fashion.

“Top to bottom, I thought we were 
fantastic,” said Bradley. “That was one 
of our more complete games this sea-
son. We put a lot of stress on our control 
breakouts, our trap forecheck, our pres-
sure forecheck and all those little details, 
and we came up with a plan and our guys 
followed it to a tee. Anything we put in 
front of them they went out and executed.

“We knew Elmira was reeling a little 
bit and they’d lost a few in a row, and we 
wanted to make sure that we were mak-
ing things a little bit worse and trying to 
put it in their minds early in the game, 
and I thought our first period was out-

standing. I thought the physicality could 
have picked up, and that was the chal-
lenge going into the second.”

McAuley made it two straight games 
with a goal, scoring the opener six min-
utes into the first period, kicking off what 
the Bradley described as the overage for-
ward’s best showing so far this season.

“Callum (McAuley) had his best game 
of the year. That was one that really stood 
out to me. Obviously, Owen (Bruining) 
getting a hat-trick was a big deal, but 
that’s on course with how he has been 
playing. But it’s a different year for Cal-
lum. Last year, he came here just to play 
hockey. This year, he’s doing school and 
he’s got a whole bunch of other things he 
has to deal with,” Bradley said.

“On both sides of the puck, he was very 
good for us. There was a focus on the de-
fensive side and you look at the first goal 
he scored; that’s from him getting in and 
being good on the forecheck, and that’s 
important for us. I believe it’s a staple of 
how we play. He just cared about both 
sides of the puck and I thought that was 
really important for us because he’s such 
a key part of our team.”

Ethan Weir finished off some of the 
best puck movement performed by the 

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

Owen Bruining scores his first of three goals during the St. Marys Lincolns’ 6-2 win over the 
Elmira Sugar Kings Oct. 9. Bruining played his first game since Sept. 27 on Oct. 7 against 
the LaSalle Vipers, a 5-0 win for the Lincolns in which Bruining had a goal. 

(CHARIS MUHTAR PHOTO)

St. Marys Lincolns’ forward Campbell Lehto fights former Lincoln Ryan Cornfield during a 
heated clash against the Elmira Sugar Kings Oct. 9, which the Lincs won 6-2. 

(CHARIS MUHTAR PHOTO)

CONTINUED TO PAGE 15

FOR SPORTS TIPS CONTACT SPENCER SEYMOUR
CALL OR TEXT 519.859.1049 OR EMAIL SPENCER.SEYMOUR88@GMAIL.COM
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Lincs’ powerplay unit quarterbacked by Hodkinson and 
Elzinga to make it 2-0 later in the first. The Lincolns 
ended the opening stanza leading 15-2 in shots.

The Lincolns doubled their lead in the second frame, 
with goals by Bruining and Camden Kean sending St. 
Marys into the third up 4-0. Bruining added two more 
goals, one of which was an empty netter, in the third.

Two goals just a minute and 39 seconds apart by Eli 
Humphrey and Brendan Gerber for Elmira early in the 
third had some worrying about a third-period comeback 
reminiscent of the Stoney Creek Generals coming back 
from being down 6-0 to make it 6-5, but much better 
play by the team before and after the Sugar Kings’ two 
goals of the night left the bench boss unfazed.

“I think there was a recognition that it wasn’t about 
our play,” said Bradley. “On the penalty kill, there was a 
breakdown that doesn’t typically happen, and then just 
a bad shift caused a second goal. I didn’t think that bled 
into how we played or reflected how we played prior 
to that, so it didn’t bother me one bit. I knew we’d go 
out and we’d just continue to play well, and the results 
would be the results.”

The Lincolns held the Sugar Kings to just 21 shots 
in the game, marking the ninth time in 10 games this 
season the Lincolns held their opponent under 30 shots. 
Bradley explained how the team has been executing 
their defensive structure masterfully to start the year.

“You’ve got what your defencemen do, what your 
centre does and what your wingers do, and if they are 
in sync, then we’re not going to get touched. Our de-
fencemen are doing a great job. In even-man situations, 
we want to make sure we attack and close, and our de-
fencemen are doing a great job at that. We’ve got great 
support from our centres, and our wingers are doing a 
great job with our slot coverage.”

Hostilities picked up in the second period with Owen 
Miniotas being ejected for a check to the head, which 
continued well into the third, culminating with a fight 
between former Lincoln Ryan Cornfield and Campbell 
Lehto with under three minutes left on the clock. Brad-
ley praised his group for sticking up for themselves and 
one another but emphasized the need to give their penal-
ty kill less work as the Sugar Kings had eight powerplay 
opportunities.

“It’s a fine line between being the aggressors and 
staying disciplined,” Bradley said. “We spent a lot more 
time on the penalty kill than I would like, but our guys 
aren’t going to back down, and I think that’s a really 
good trait to have when your ambitions are as high as 
ours. Our guys don’t want to get pushed around. They 

want to stick up for each other.”
From those instances, both Lehto and Miniotas were 

suspended with Lehto receiving one game, making him 
eligible to return Oct. 17 against the Komoka Kings, 
while Miniotas received a two-game ban, meaning he 
will miss both the game in Komoka and the Lincolns’ 
home game Oct. 16 against the Welland Canadians.

“We’re going to be shorthanded, so we’re going to 
have to take care of ourselves this weekend and play 
smart,” said Bradley. “We’re certainly going to have to 
be disciplined this weekend as we’re a little short on 
bodies. I love us fighting back and us being hard to play 
against, but we want to make sure we’re staying out of 
the box and keeping this five-on-five because we’re an 
incredible five-on-five team.”

Lincs extend win streak to seven games

153 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON
info@queenstreetdentistry.ca

(226) 289-1999
CONTACT US TODAY

FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS

DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING

EMERGENCY CARE

CARE FOR ALL AGES

WE ACCEPT THE
CANADIAN

DENTAL CARE
PLAN (CDCP)

NOW AVAILABLE TO ALL CANADIANS

BOOK INSTANTLY 
ONLINE! 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

STATS AND 
STANDINGS
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The St. Marys DCVI Junior Boys Volleyball team 
scored their first victory of the Huron-Perth season Oct. 
8, defeating Listowel in three sets in their home opener.

Head coach Rachel Hendriksen was pleased with the 
squad’s effort.

“It was a pretty good start for our first home game,” 
Hendriksen told the Independent. “I think we were a bit 
slow to get started, but once we remembered our spots 
and got some confidence, I think we really played well. 
That third set, I think, was a good testament to what we 
can do.”

Though the team got off to a bit of a shaky start, Hen-
driksen saw the group settle into their game midway 
through the first set, which they ended up winning 25-22.

“I started noticing the improvement about halfway 
through that first set. That was when we calmed down the 
nerves. These boys have a lot to learn. It’s a brand-new 
rotation and they are thrown into the season so quickly, 
so their ability to get that rotation and get confident with 
the new positions that I’ve put them in was great.

“I think they just started calming down as a team,” 
continued Hendriksen. “They started talking more. I saw 
some of our plays work out well. We’re getting off on 
free balls. We’re starting to get some hits in. We’re clos-
ing the block. I think we’re doing the things that look 
like real volleyball.”

St. Marys came up a bit short in the second set, drop-
ping it by a score of 25-18, setting up a third and decid-
ing set, during which the Salukis stormed back to take 
control of the contest and win 25-16, giving them their 
first win of the year.

According to Hendriksen, the win provides the young 
team a jolt of confidence to carry through the rest of the 
season.

“It shows them what they’re capable of. Now, they 

know they can win, they can be one of the top teams and 
they can play together as a team. We put all these guys 
together and they’ve only been in school for a month, 
and all of a sudden now they’re playing like a team and 

moving on the court as one. They’ve got each other’s 
backs out there, and they’re calling help, and they’re ac-
tually working together, so I think they know now they 
have it in them, which is going to help us all season.”

DCVI junior boys volleyball team earns first win of season
SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

Pictured on the left is Jake Carpenter leaping up to hit the ball back over the net during the St. Marys DCVI Junior Boys 
Volleyball team’s Oct. 8 victory over Listowel. On the right, Bryce Blight kneels to bump the ball up into the air. 

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTOS)

925 Queen Street E., St. Marys, ON  •  N4X 1A6  
Phone: 519.284.3380  •  smbc@homehardware.ca

I don’t pay lip service to our downtown businesses: I own a
business and live downtown, and support my fellow

entrepreneurs daily. This gives me a unique perspective and
knowledge base when it comes to vacancies and a thriving core.

I’ve also worked for our Business Improvement Area, and worked
with our businesses during my tenure with the Town. Vacancies

are frustrating to all, and we need affordable, realistic tactics  to
attract businesses and tourists alike.  We also need to  draw on

owners’ knowledge while giving them the tools they need to
succeed though grant programs and communication.

 Vote Macko October 26. I’m ready.

519-280-1240       andrea.h.macko@gmail.com
This advertisement was paid for by Andrea Macko

Devoted
to our 
downtown 

MACKO FOR COUNCIL THE GROOMER
Grooming Service 

& Pet Sitting 
Available

WELLINGTON STREET

GUEST HOUSE

A modern and charming guest house for the
perfect getaway - book your stay today!

wellingtonstreetgh.wixsite.com/mysite 
wellingtonstreetguesthouse@gmail.com

255 Wellington St. S. , St. Marys • 519.284.0036

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM
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GET YOUR SNOW TIRES BOOKED TODAY!
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR AND TIRE SERVICE

Winter seasonal change over. Ask about our FREE tire storage options

519-284-3851
WWW.ASHTONTIRE.CA
830 QUEEN ST E. ST. MARYS

$89.99SPECIAL PRICE FOR OIL, LUBE, 
& FILTER CHANGE (most vehicles, up to 5L of full synthetic oil)

$69.95WINTER BUMPER TO BUMPER
(peace of mind inspection)

$40 OFF - BOOK YOUR UNDERCOATING TODAY!

SNOW TIRE AND ALL WEATHER TIRE SALE

GET UP TO A

mail-in rebate
$100

with the purchase of 4 
eligable new Bridgestone tires

GET UP TO A

mail-in rebate
$100

with the purchase of 4 
eligable new Good Year tires

GET UP TO A

mail-in rebate
$100

with the purchase of 4 
eligable new Michelin tires

Certain conditions apply. See details on manufacturer rebate site
Offer valid Sept 21 to Dec 18 Offer valid Sept 15 to Dec 07 Offer valid Sept 7 to Dec 20

KEEP YOUR VEHICLE SAFE AND RUNNING AT ITS BEST!
ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS
Check Engine Light? Poor Performance? 
We’ll diagnose the problem.

SUSPENSION REPAIR
Shocks • Struts • Ball Joints 
Tie Rods & More

EXHAUST REPAIR
Mufflers • Exhaust Leaks 
Pipes • Complete Exhaust Service

BRAKE SERVICE & REPAIR
Brake Pads • Rotors
Calipers • Complete Brake Jobs

WHEEL ALIGNMENTS
Improve Tire Wear • Handling 
Steering & Vehicle Stability

BEAT THE SLUSHSLUSH 
BEFORE THE RUSHRUSH

Offer expires Oct 15

Consisting of Residential Lot 1 ½ acre
(Principal Residence) 53 Acres
workable cropland and with 41 acres
systematically tiled and 12 acres
with alternative draining ready to
go. Soil type Bryanston Loam Soil.
Non workable land 46 ½ acres
consisting of 14 ½ acres bush and 31
acres of Thames River Valley land,
and 1 acre of Thames River. Note,
year 2007 as part of our
Environmental Farm Plan
(reforesting 20 acres of the above 31
acres). All acreage is approximate.

1900 sq. foot (Main Floor) beautiful
single story brick ranch home nicely
landscaped, with attached single car
garage (330 sq. ft), and attached 3
season sunroom, full basement – 1620
sq ft. and the furnace room 286 sq ft. All
square feet are approximate. Driveway
Centurian quad block, drilled well 215 ft.
(excellent plentiful water). Septic tank
and weeping bed, mature north side
windbreak.

LAND

HOME FEATURE

TENDER DEADLINE FOR OFFERS:
OCTOBER 30, 2026, AT 1 PM

23796 Valleyview Rd.,
Thorndale, Ontario

100 ACRE FARM
FOR SALE BY TENDER

For further information and info
package, and viewing of property for
appointments please call:
GC Boyle Law Firm (519)284-2112
Email: gwendolen.boyle@gcboyle.ca
Be advised that the highest
unconditional offer need not necessarily
be accepted by the Sellers.

DCVI Senior Boys Volleyball team wins pair of home games

The St. Marys DCVI Senior Boys Volleyball team 
picked up back-to-back straight-set victories over Lis-
towel and Central Huron Oct. 8.

In their first match of the day against a less experi-
enced squad from Listowel, the Salukis cruised to 25-11 
and 25-5 wins in two straight sets to win their first game 
of the day.

Against a more competitive Central Huron squad in 
their second game of the day, St. Marys won the opening 
set 25-17 despite a slightly sluggish start. Head coach 
Steve Chateauvert told the Independent he saw great im-
provement in the team’s play after the first set.

“The first set was maybe a bit closer than it should 
have been,” Chateauvert said. “But, in the second set, 
I thought they cleaned up a lot of their unforced errors, 
hitting the ball a little bit better, passing the ball a little 
bit better and just being a little bit more into it, so that 
was nice to see.”

According to Chateauvert, they played with more fo-
cus in the second set, which the Salukis won 25-11.

“Right about the beginning of the second set, they 
looked better,” said Chateauvert. “I spoke to them after 
the first set and just told them that we can do a lot better 
than what we saw and how they did in the first set, and 
they responded, which was good to see. It waned a little 
bit in the third, but we tried a little bit of a different line-
up, and I wasn’t too disappointed with that.”

With the two wins improving DCVI’s record to 3-1 to 
start the season, tying them for third in the Huron-Perth 
standings as of the Independent’s press time, Chateau-
vert stated playing more consistently can further cement 
the Salukis as a top contender.

“They are already a competitive team in our Hu-

ron-Perth league, and I think we just need to develop 
more consistency all-around, top to bottom, from serv-
ing, passing and attacking the ball,” Chateauvert said. 

“We just need to be more consistent and we’ll hold our 
own for sure, and that just comes down to practice, prac-
tice, practice.”

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

Pictured on the left is Donovan McGregor setting the ball during one of the St. Marys DCVI Senior Boys Volleyball team’s 
two wins Oct. 8. On the right, Peyton Wynands steps into a serve for the Salukis.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTOS)
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www.waterstreetdentistry.ca
waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com

(226) 661-0192
60 Water Street South, St. Marys

Accepting 
New Smiles!

Find us on Facebook

DCVI field hockey team defeats SDSS for second time

The St. Marys DCVI field hockey team 
earned their second victory of the season 
over Stratford District Secondary (SDSS) 
Oct. 5, downing the visiting Golden 
Bears 2-0.

Coach Bob Ellison told the Indepen-
dent he was thrilled with every facet of 
the team’s play.

“Individual players have improved 
their play in terms of both their skills and 
their positional play,” said Ellison. “On 
top of that, the team is improving their 
understanding of the dynamics of support 
on the field in both defensive and attack-

ing situations. What more could a coach 
ask for? Ultimately, those things result in 
a growing confidence in themselves and 
in their teammates, and that is why we 
won.”

Amelia Weber opened the scoring for 
the Salukis with a low-post goal set up 
by a sharp pass from Tealya Thistle. Just 
a few minutes later, McKenna Ross fired 
home a goal of her own to give DCVI the 
2-0 lead, the eventual final score.

In addition to great games from the 
team’s leaders, Thistle and Cora Weber, 
Ellison highlighted several other strong 
individual performances in a field of 
strong efforts from the Salukis.

“Defensively, our goalkeeper, Nikki 

Wilson, was unflappable, and our chasers, 
Luci Hodgins and Lily Hollestelle-Black, 
shut down attacks before they could be-
gin,” Ellison said. “Offensively, Amelia 
Weber was everywhere she needed to be, 
and McKenna Ross played with a focus 
and determination that resulted in a goal 
for her against Stratford.”

The win marked the second time this 
season the Salukis have defeated the ri-
vals from the bigger school in Stratford, 
which Ellison said came down to the 
strong will of DCVI’s girls.

“As the saying goes, it’s not the size of 
the dog in the fight, but the size of the 
fight in the dog that counts,” said Ellison. 
“This is true, both literally and figurative-

ly in this case. For Lori Black, my partner 
in coaching, and I, the win is certainly a 
wonderful reward for their hard work and 
dedication. For the team, yes, it builds 
confidence in themselves, in each other 
and in the program.”

Ellison added he saw the team show 
even higher levels of resilience and men-
tal fortitude.

“All season long, we’ve slowly been 
developing our ability to get to the ball 
first, making passes with purpose and 
chasing down attackers,” Ellison said. 
“These don’t require skill so much as 
mental toughness. This was a game in 
which they showed just how tough they 
could be.”

Amelia Weber, left, and McKenna Ross, right, each fired home goals during the St. Marys DCVI field hockey team’s 2-0 win over Stratford District Secondary Oct. 5.
(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTOS)

SCAN ME

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter
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St. Marys bowlers compete at zone qualifiers

Local Youth Bowl Canada (YBC) bantam, junior, and senior bowlers competed in a five-game scratch tournament Oct. 11 at the St. Marys Bowling Lanes to see who would be going to the 
zone competition Nov. 15. The winners of the bantam competition were Brendan King and Athena Boyd, pictured on the left from left to right. Leia Slaney and James Van de Gevel, pictured 
in the middle, will represent the junior bowlers at the zone competition. In the senior division, Landon Ball and Natalie McKeen, pictured on the right, along with Nathan McKeen qualified 
for the zone competition.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)
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FOR ALL YOUR SITEWORK NEEDS
• Excavating/Grading 
• Retaining Walls
• Concrete Breaking 
• Servicing
• Septic Systems 
• Trucking 
• Hydroseeding

Bryn Luckhardt
519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

www.luckhardtlandworks.com
St. Marys, Ontario

Herd Dispersal Live Auction Sale 
of 135 Bred Cows/Heifers

Saturday November 21, 11:00am
to be held at 554447 Mono-Amaranth TLine, Mono, ON

Preview on day of sale, or by appointment
  Directions: Go west through Orangeville on Hwy 9 to County Rd 16 

(Veterans Way at Greenwood Cemetery), turn north 5 miles to farm on East side. OR  From Shelburne 
go east on Hwy 89 for 2 miles to Mono-Amaranth Townline, turn south & go 5 miles to farm on East side.

Townline, turn south & go 5 miles to farm on East side.
 

Auctioneers: Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264    Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083
Email: mcarthurbessey@gmail.com

www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full listing & photos

Cattle: (79)Heifers:  (18)Char, (17)Blk Simm, (33)Angus, (11)Red  -1st time calvers, bred Angus & Limo, vacc.   
(18) X-bred Heifers  - bred Black Angus, vacc. (17) Angus Heifers - bred Black Angus. (10) Blk Angus cows - all 
bred Black Angus, vacc. (8) Charolais Cows - bred Charolais, vacc. (3) Mixed Cows - with calf at side, vacc. 
All Cows will be preg checked prior to sale.
Lunch Booth       Washroom Available
Terms & Conditions: Cash or cheque with proper I.D. on day of sale. Owner & Auctioneer will not be 
responsible for any accidents or loss on day of sale. All announcements on day of sale will take precedence 
over printed ads.

GROUP TRIP HOSTED BY

RHONE RIVER CRUISE
PLUS 2 NIGHTS IN
FRENCH RIVIERA

OCTOBER 11-21, 2027
Cruise the Rhône & Saône Rivers through the
heart of Southern France, exploring charming
villages, vineyards and historic treasures from
Lyon to Avignon.
Experience seasonal delights, wine tasting
and the French Riviera on an unforgettable
journey through Burgundy and Provence.

St. Marys Branch: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #5003192

New Hamburg Branch: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
 TICO #5003193

www.stonetowntravel.comwww.stonetowntravel.comwww.stonetowntravel.com

McKeen places fifth at 
Teen Tour #1

St. Marys YBC bowler Nathan McKeen, pictured, placed fifth out of 41 bowlers at Teen Tour 
#1 Oct. 10-11. McKeen’s points over average was 173 over 10 games. McKeen also won bur-
sary money for his excellent performance.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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84 Wellington Street South
St. Marys, ON (519) 284-1690

Brought to you by your local

84 Wellington Street South
St. Marys, ON (519) 284-1690

Brought to you by your local

Layton St. Louis makes a save during the Downie Optimist Club U9 LL Boys Red St. Marys 
Rock game last Saturday.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Callum Palmer blasts a shot from the point during this past Monday’s Core Fuels U11 A 
Boys St. Marys Rock game

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Maverick Akins rockets the puck up the ice during this past Sunday’s McKinley Hatchery 
U13 LL Boys Red St. Marys Rock game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Chelsea Clark passes the puck through centre ice during the No Snow U15 C Girls St. Marys 
Rock game this past Sunday.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Mira Broughton releases a long-range shot during last Wednesday’s U18 C Girls St. Marys 
Rock game.

(CHARIS MUHTAR PHOTO)

Leo Furtney puts home a goal during the McKinley Hatchery U13 A Boys St. Marys Rock 
game last Wednesday.

(CHARIS MUHTAR PHOTO)
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I realize this might be a hot take, but 
Halloween has never really clicked for 
me. That said, I completely get the charm. 
It’s wonderful to see kids trick-or-treat-
ing, adults having fun in costumes and 
the whole town getting creative with dec-
orations.

But part of me struggles to find fun in 
it because in my homeland, real horror is 
not a seasonal theme – it has been a daily 
reality for over four years of war. When 
real houses are destroyed and real lives 
are in danger, it’s hard for me to view 
depictions of fear, ghosts, or grim decor 
as harmless fun. What feels like a play-

ful scare to others hits too close to a very 
painful reality for me.

​I don’t say this to make anyone feel 
guilty. Canadians deserve their moments 
of joy and celebration. I’m simply shar-
ing how a different life experience chang-
es your perspective on things that used to 
seem simple and innocent.

​That said, I really appreciate how St. 
Marys handles daytime celebrations, like 
the annual Trick-or-Treat downtown for 
young kids. It is so heartwarming to see 
whole families dressing up in matching 
themes. This wholesome, bright side of 
Halloween is something I can genuinely 
enjoy.

​What’s harder for me is taking older 
kids trick-or-treating after dark, when it’s 

usually cold and rainy. First of all, no-
body can see your costume under a heavy 
coat and umbrella. It is also probably the 
first holiday where, as a parent, you are 
expected to buy a full costume for your 
kids just for a couple of hours in the dark. 
Second, kids end up with way too much 
sugar. Though I will say I really admire 
how many local families donate most of 
their candy to charity.

​During our first few years in Canada, 
my son, Alex, was begging me to deco-
rate our house and front yard. We bought 
a few small things because I understood 
how much he wanted to fit into our new 
home and embrace local traditions.

​But every time I came home and saw 
those decorations, it made me feel almost 
depressed. It felt like doing something 
just because everyone else was doing it, 
even though I didn’t feel comfortable 
with it inside.

​Eventually, Alex and I had a nice, hon-

est talk. I explained my feelings to him 
– how a big part of my discomfort came 
from war trauma back in Ukraine. He un-
derstood completely, and we made a deal: 
he gets to have all the fun with his friends, 
and I have his full permission not to wor-
ry about any Halloween decorations.

​Maybe part of the reason is also simple: 
I didn’t grow up with this tradition. For 
most Canadians, Halloween comes with 
fond childhood memories. But when you 
experience it for the first time as an adult, 
it’s hard to feel that same automatic con-
nection. Back in Ukraine, I didn’t even 
know there was a difference between 
pumpkins grown specifically for carv-
ing and sweet ones meant for baking or 
soups!

​What I do enjoy, though, is carving 
pumpkins. I am a bit sad I didn’t have this 
tradition in my childhood, but turning a 
simple pumpkin into something bright 
and cozy brings me real joy now.

COLUMNS
UKRAINIAN CORNER: Confessions of a Halloween skeptic

ALONA VASYLIEVA

Independent Columnist

Straight From 
The Shelves

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library
Join Megan Feeney (Branch Manager 

of Meridian Bank in St. Marys) for an 
informative conversation about growing 
your savings, planning your future, and 
creating effective budgets with “Finan-
cial 101,” a free program held upstairs 
at the Library on October 22 from 6-8 
p.m. This session is perfect for those 
interested in learning how to maximize 
their money in smart and stable ways. 
Register here: tinyurl.com/Financial-
101-at-SMPL

Up This Week
- Fri., Oct. 16: Open 10:30 a.m. to 5 

p.m.
- Sat., Oct. 17: Dungeons & Dragons 

(10 a.m.), Booked – Behind Bars at the 
Huron Historic Gaol*” (2 p.m.)

- Mon., Oct. 19: Open 10:30 a.m. to 
8 p.m.

- Tues., Oct. 20: Mario Kart Tourna-
ment* (6-8 p.m.)

- Wed., Oct. 21: EarlyON Play & Read 
(9:30 – 10:30 a.m.), Mahjong~ (1-4 
p.m.), Books & Brews*^ (7 p.m.)

Thurs., Oct. 22: Financial 101* (6-8 
p- .m.)

*Registration Required
^Held at the Legion (66 Church St. N)
~Held at the Friendship Centre (317 James St. S)
“Held in Goderich (110 North Street and 181 Victoria St. 
N.)

How the author learned to embrace the bright side of Halloween while leaving the scary stuff behind. (CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON
Hours: Monday-Thursday 8-5:30, Friday 8-5
Ph: 519.284.1302 • info@harrisgreigauto.com

Full automotive repair services
Diagnostics • Safeties
Alignments • Tire Sales
Honest and Friendly Service

AVOID ANY 
DISAPPOINTMENT
Book ahead of time for your 
winter tire install and check any 
other services due.
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On Saturday October 17, 2026, at 2 
p.m., the St. Marys Museum will host a 
special presentation in its Speaker Series 
at the Community Centre, 317 James 
Street South. Lori Oschefski, president 
of Home Children Canada, will tell some 
of the stories of the 100,000 children of 
all ages who, between 1869 and 1948, 
were brought from the United Kingdom 
to Canada. While some of these children 
were placed in kind, supportive homes, 
the majority became labourers on Cana-
dian farms and domestics in Canadian 
households where many suffered abuse 
and neglect. Ms. Oschefski’s organiza-
tion, Home Children Canada, is a regis-
tered charity established in 2012, “dedi-
cated to elevating the profile of the Home 
Children and preserving their memory.” 
Its website explains its purpose: “By 
honoring their memory, the charity seeks 
to ensure that the Home Children’s con-
tributions and struggles are never forgot-
ten and that their rightful place in history 
is acknowledged with dignity and com-
passion.”

Although most of the presentations in 
the Speaker Series are held in the Mu-
seum’s reference room, response to this 
presentation has been so enthusiastic 
that it has been moved to the much larger 
venue. There are still spaces available on 
Saturday afternoon for those who want 
to learn more about Home Children. As 
well as attending Ms. Oschefski’s pre-
sentation, it is worthwhile to pay a visit 
to the complementary exhibit at the St. 
Marys Museum, “Far From Home.” Cre-
ated by Curator Emily Taylor, Curatorial 
Assistant Abigail Parsons, and volunteer 
researcher extraordinaire, Katharine Pa-
poff, the exhibit explains that a surpris-
ing number of British Home Children 
eventually found new homes in the St. 
Marys area.  

Why were these children sent to Can-
ada from Britain? The exhibit’s first sec-
tion explains that economic and social 
conditions in the mid-1800s following 
the Industrial Revolution brought many 
poor British families in over-populated 
cities to the brink. If they couldn’t find 
work, desperate parents might surrender 
their children to a Children’s Home. Run 
by various benevolent societies, these 
Homes provided shelter, food, basic 
schooling and work skills training. But as 
the number of these impoverished chil-
dren continued to rise, the Homes were 
overflowing. English social reformer, 
Maria Susan Rye, believed she had the 
solution: removing these children from 
poorhouses in London and Liverpool 
and bringing them to Canada. In 1869, 
she travelled with the first group of Brit-
ish Home Children across the Atlantic, 

followed in the same year, by another 
group travelling with Annie Macpher-
son. These two philanthropists set up re-
ception centres to receive these children 
in several different locations, including 
one at 51Avon Street, Stratford. There 
the children were given some training to 
prepare them for life in Canada before 
they were sent to their placements. 

The work of these two women was 
followed by similar child migration ini-
tiatives by other charitable organizations 
– Dr. Barnardo’s was the most famous 
– bringing thousands of these young im-
migrants to Canada. The governments of 
Great Britain and Canada were enthusi-
astic about these schemes. The problem 
children were removed from Britain 
and Canada received a source of cheap 
labour, apparently a win-win situation. 
But, as the Museum exhibit explains, the 
experience for the boys and girls was not 
always a happy one. While some chil-
dren were accepted as part of their new 
families, many others were over-worked, 
underfed, and badly mistreated. “The ex-
perience of the Home Children varied 
but the most common story is that of a 
childhood lost to indentured servitude.”

A fascinating part of the Museum’s 
Home Child exhibit is a large binder, 
containing brief histories of the British 
Home Children who were sent to place-
ments in St. Marys and area. There are 
stories of more than 100 children – some 
whose descendants are still part of this 
community today. When the Museum 

announced its intention of creating the 
exhibit several months ago, the staff 
were delighted with the response. Peo-
ple were eager to contribute information 
about their British Home Child ances-
tors. Many of the stories in the binder 
have been augmented by family photo-
graphs and personal anecdotes. These 
stories are the heart of the exhibit.

One example is Charles Lewis, born in 
Clapham, Surrey, England, on December 
29, 1878, the second of Charles Henry 
and Emily Amelia Lewis’s three sons. 
His mother, Emily, died in 1884. The lit-
tle boys’ father could not manage to care 
for them, and they were admitted into 
Children’s Homes. Charles was just 11 
years old when, under the auspices of the 
Annie Macpherson organization, he was 
chosen to be sent to Canada. He sailed 
from Liverpool on March 14, 1889, with 
a large party of children on the Allen 
Line Steamer, RMS Parisian, arriving in 
Halifax ten days later. From there, the 
children went to receiving centres – in 
Charles’s case, the Annie Macpherson 
Home in Stratford. 

Charles Lewis was sent to the David 
Bonis farm in the Thames Concession, 
southwest of St. Marys. It was not a good 
experience. The treatment was harsh, the 
work heavy and the way of life on an 
Ontario farm completely different from 
what the little Londoner was used to. Af-
ter his period of indenture, Charles left 
the farm and found other work in the 
town of St. Marys. By the 1901 census, 

Charles, now 22 years of age, was liv-
ing in a boarding house and working as 
a blacksmith. In 1904, he married Agnes 
Lucas, the youngest in a large family. 
The young couple eventually took over 
the Lucas family home on Salina Street. 
They had two children, Charles and 
Erma. 

Throughout the years, Charles held 
several different jobs to support his fam-
ily. As well as a blacksmith, he worked 
as a baker, a machinist at Maxwell’s and 
at the St. Marys Milling Company. As he 
grew older and his health required light-
er employment, he was a messenger and 
custodian for the Bank of Montreal. The 
Lewis family attended the Presbyterian 
Church where Charles was an elder and 
a much-loved Sunday School teacher. He 
had a wonderful singing voice and was a 
great addition to the church choir. When 
he died, age 72, on March 3, 1951, the 
names of church members and of many 
other friends in the community filled two 
books of condolences.

Rachel Tyler, born in April 1898 in 
West London, England, was also placed 
on the Bonis farm. Like Charles Lewis, 
she came from an impoverished fam-
ily that could not provide for her ade-
quately. She was placed in a Children’s 
Home at the age of six and, as a British 
Home Child, was sent to Canada when 
she was 12. She sailed from Liverpool 
on May 5, 1910, on the Tunisian, anoth-
er Allan Line Royal Mail Steamer, and 
disembarked at Quebec City on May 15. 
She came to the Bonis farm as domestic 
help for the two unmarried Bonis sisters, 
Mary and Annie, who managed the farm 
household. 

Unlike Charles Lewis, Rachel had a 
happy placement in the Bonis household. 
Mary and Annie were fond of her and 
concerned for her well-being. In April 
1929, she married Samuel Bennett who 
was also employed by the Bonis family. 
The couple had one child, Arthur, born 
in 1933. The Bonis sisters continued to 
be very supportive of Rachel and their 
support was returned. When the older 
sister, Mary, died in 1943, Annie was left 
alone. She lived in the hilltop farmhouse 
in the Thames Concession. The Bennetts 
lived with her and, as she grew older, 
they cared for her. Annie died, age 91, 
in 1957. While her prosperous brothers 
are buried in Sections L and C, the oldest 
parts of the St. Marys Cemetery, Mary 
and Annie Bonis are buried in Section M 
in the same plot as their friends, Rachel, 
Samuel and Arthur Bennett.

Spaces are available for the British 
Home Child presentation this Saturday 
afternoon at the Community Centre. Pre-
registration is encouraged. Contact the 
St. Marys Museum 519-284-3556 for 
more information. 

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: British home children
MARY SMITH

Independent Columnist

A glimpse of the Home Child exhibit at the St. Marys Museum.
(PHOTO COURTESY OF MARY SMITH WITH PERMISSION OF THE ST. MARYS MUSEUM)

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
CALL 519.284.0041 OR EMAIL INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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“In Tarragona, you can’t move 
soil or you will find Roman re-
mains.” If I thought this was 
an exaggeration by our guide, I 
soon realized I was wrong. This 
Spanish city is absolutely chock-
a-block with 2,000-year-old evi-
dence of Roman civilization.

If you are anything like me – 
and I sincerely hope you do not 
bear such a curse – you find an-
cient ruins to be absolutely fas-
cinating. I think it’s because we 
live in a land that, from the per-
spective of architectural ruins, is 
a “new world.” A building 200 
years old in Canada is astonish-
ing; it’s a recent renovation in 
Spain.

But still, walking around a 
city where large bits of Roman 
buildings still stand next door 
to modern shops and homes is 
an amazing experience. And it 
doesn’t come much more amaz-
ing than in Tarragona, this city 
on the Mediterranean coast an 
hour and a bit from Barcelona.

Like many – probably most – 
European cities, Tarragona has 
a history going back before ac-
curate records. The Phoenicians 
were probably here in the sev-
enth century B.C. The Romans 

were certainly here from the first 
century B.C. until the fall of the 
Roman Empire in the mid-fifth 
century. Roman Catholic popes 
were here – or at least, a would-
be pope, crowned as such at 
the time of the “Great Schism” 
when there were actually three 
popes claiming the title – one in 
Rome, one in Avignon and one 
in Tarragona.

Supporters of one of the other 
popes attempted to limit the field 
by poisoning the Tarragona prel-
ate, but he survived and lived to 
be over 90.

The so-called pope was not the 
only public figure to claim heav-
enly status in Tarragona. Centu-
ries earlier, the Roman Emperor 
Octavius Caesar chose this site 
for his declaration of personal 
divinity.

We were in Tarragona as guests 
of Viking on a terrific Mediter-
ranean Cruise, and I found the 
visit to Tarragona to be one of 
the most interesting excursions 
on the voyage that took us from 
Rome to Barcelona.

Today, Tarragona is a city in 
the region of Catalonia, home 
to seven million inhabitants and 
still a very busy fishing port. Our 
guide told us that Tarragona fish-
ers are responsible for half of all 
the fishing in Catalonia.

But frankly, while the modern 
city is interesting, it was all of 
the evidence of Roman life here 
that grabbed my attention. I’m 
not alone in this perspective; 
Tarragona’s ruins are so import-
ant that they have been designat-
ed a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site.

The Roman evidence contin-
ues to have so much impact on 

the city that the entire central 
city plan continues to follow 
what our guide called “the Ro-
man urbanistic plan.” Even the 
impressive Roman Catholic Ca-
thedral, built starting in the 14th 
century, sits squarely on the site 
of a Roman temple.

And right in the heart of the city 
is an amazingly well-preserved 
Roman circus – a first-century 
chariot-racing arena. 

The circus, once the site of 
two-horse chariot and four-horse 
chariot races, is one of the best 
preserved of such treasures in 
the world. We visited part of the 
track and, perhaps even more 
interesting, saw extensive spec-
tator seating facilities sitting di-
rectly below much more modern 
houses.

Through the city centre, 
you will find large section of 
still-standing walls, begging for 
both historical research and self-
ie moments. We did both.

Equally impressive is the Ro-
man Amphitheatre, sitting near 
the seashore and still a splen-
did sight from the roadside high 
above the theatre.

While Tarragona is filled with 
large, significant Roman ruins, 
there are also less obvious bits of 
evidence of that crucial period in 
western civilization. The walls 
of houses and shops have bits 
and pieces of Roman buildings 
in them, re-used as construction 
materials.

In fact, our guide told us one 
of the biggest problems facing 
today’s heritage conservators is 
that the amphitheatre, the cir-
cus, the walls and other Roman 
buildings were used as quarries 
for readily available construc-

tion materials in more recent 
centuries. This practice is entire-
ly illegal today, of course.

We visited a lot of historical 
Roman sites during our time 
in Tarragona but still managed 
only to see about half of the sig-
nificant ruins. Also found in and 
around the city are a Pretorium 
tower, two fora (provincial and 
colonial government meeting 
places), a necropolis (burial 
place), the palace of Augustus, 
and several other towers, arches 
and roadways. Rome certainly 
left its mark on this Spanish city.

There are plenty of legends 
around Tarragona, as well. One 
suggests the city’s origins date 
back more than 2,000 years B.C. 
Another says St. Paul came to 

Tarragona, and thus, “Tarragona 
became the gate of Christianity,” 
to quote our guide.

What is known for sure is that 
Caesar Augustus, who reigned 
over the burgeoning Empire 
from 27 B.C. to 14 A.D., spent 
his winters in Tarragona, thus 
establishing a tourism tradition 
that continues to this day. The 
emperor enjoyed his visits to the 
place; so will modern-day trav-
elers looking to get up close and 
personal with ancient history.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and Past-Presi-
dent of the Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net. 

PAUL KNOWLES

Independent Columnist

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Time-travelling in Tarragona

Roman chariot races once took place in the heart of Tarragona and, to-
day, much of the “circus,” the site of those competitions, still stands.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

The remarkable site of 2,000-year-old spectator seating ar-
eas directly adjacent to modern-day homes.

The Tarragona amphitheatre sits near the Mediterranean 
seashore.

Remnants of a Roman wall.
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FROM THE GARDEN: We are not done with planting just yet

With Autumn comes a flurry 
of emotions for gardeners. It is 
a complex, bittersweet transi-
tion every gardener faces as the 
season shifts. There is a natural 
sadness as we witness summer’s 
passing of vibrant blooms and 
lush greenery fade away with 
the first major frost. At the same 

time with gardeners who grow 
vegetables, there is a profound 
sense of achievement as we har-
vest the final fruits, squash, and 
root vegetables. And for some 
gardeners, the harvest of special 
blooms to save their seeds for 
planting next spring. 

As perennial plants prepare for 
dormancy, the roots remain ac-
tive beneath the surface, explor-
ing surrounding soil and gath-
ering in nutrients. Even when 
daytime temperatures become 
cool, the soil continues to hold 
the sun’s warmth. That residual 
heat creates ideal conditions for 
root growth. In fact, roots can 
continue growing until the soil 
becomes very cold or freezes.

Autumn is the perfect time 
to plant and is not limited to 
just spring bulbs. Without the 

demands of producing leaves, 
flowers or fruit, newly planted 
trees and shrubs direct much 
of their energy into develop-
ing strong root systems. These 
roots anchor the plant secure-
ly and prepare it to draw water 
and nutrients efficiently. Many 
horticulturists consider this root 
establishment period a great ad-
vantage of fall planting as roots 
continue to grow for weeks after 
their top growth above the sur-
face has stopped.

Fall planting of trees and 
shrubs goes beyond that, as 
many garden centres and nurser-
ies are featuring plant sales and 
clearing out their stock of peren-
nials. This is the perfect time to 
take advantage of these sales. 

As these new plants spend the 
autumn establishing their roots, 

fall-planted specimens begin 
spring with a significant head 
start. Perennials planted in the 
spring divide their energy be-
tween creating new roots and 
producing top growth. But plant-
ed in the fall, these plants have 
established their root system and, 
in the spring, immediately focus 
on producing leaves, flowers 
and vigorous growth. This time 
of the year is also perfect for di-
viding some of your perennials 
such as peonies and irises. Most 
often, fall-planted specimens re-
sult in stronger, healthier plants 
that are better able to withstand 
summer and dry conditions. Au-
tumn’s gentle rains often do the 
watering for us, providing ideal 
conditions for the roots to settle 
and spread. The consistent mois-
ture helps keep newly planted 

roots hydrated in order to grow. 
There are the seeds of a few 

hardy annuals that can be direct-
ly sown in our gardens. Seeds 
of larkspur, sweet peas and pop-
pies, to name a few, need the 
cold to germinate in the spring. 
Sown in the late fall, often in 
November just as the ground is 
freezing, these seeds will lie dor-
mant throughout the winter and 
as the soil warms will germinate 
in early spring.  

As autumn leaves drift to the 
ground, our gardens appear to 
be settling in for the winter. But 
don’t be fooled. Beneath the soil 
surface, roots are quietly grow-
ing, anchoring themselves for 
the seasons ahead. Perhaps that 
is why October is one of nature’s 
finest planting times. 

NANCY ABRA

Independent Columnist

UNDERSTANDING GEN Z: Train tracks

There’s nothing better than be-
ing a metal mouth. Of course, I 
mean that with the highest level 
of sarcasm achievable by a hu-
man being.

In the past, braces were one 
of the worst things that could 
happen to a teenager’s reputa-
tion. They were ugly, annoying 

and made you look like an idiot. 
That much hasn’t changed, yet 
the experience of getting them 
certainly has.

I don’t know exactly when it 
happened, but in the last few 
decades, braces became an ac-
cessory that most people ended 
up with, rather than a minority. 
This probably had something 
to do with how we’re suddenly 
obsessed with how we look, but 
I’ll stay out of that for now. The 
point is that now, if you put 10 
kids between the ages of 12 and 
18 in a room, I bet at least eight 
of them have braces, and another 
one has had them at some point.

This matters. Not just for your 
wallets – we all know braces ar-
en’t exactly an impulse buy – but 
for us. It’s so much easier to ac-
cept three years hooked up with 

wire when everyone else is suf-
fering too, and only the worst of 
hypocrites are going to make fun 
of you for being a metal mouth 
when they’re no different.

It’s funny how society works; 
braces are the very same yet, be-
cause more people wear them, 
the stigma disappears. Think 
about that.

Because of these things, get-
ting braces has become much 
less scary an ordeal. It can be 
spoken openly and you can ask 
your peers for advice. Here was 
my experience, just this spring.

I found out around the new 
year that I would be getting an 
expander for six months, braces 
for two years and separators to 
go in two weeks before the oth-
er hardware. We booked my ap-
pointment for March Break, and 

so the countdown began.
There were at least two people 

I knew that had the exact same 
treatment as me. Several more 
had no expander but still offered 
advice about the braces experi-
ence in general. They were hon-
est, as I will be with you; for the 
first two weeks, it sucks. You’re 
starving all the time because 
you can’t eat much of real sus-
tenance, and it’s just plain an-
noying. However, because I was 
told this ahead of time, I knew 
the two most valuable pieces of 
orthodontics wisdom you can 
get before the dreaded day.

Buy applesauce.
Make mashed potatoes.
It was because of these things 

that I survived my first week with 
braces. It’s honestly true that 
you don’t even notice them after 

about a month. Having braces 
is less of a curse and more, as 
my father puts it, like “entering 
an exclusive club” and unlock-
ing a whole new area of drama 
and small talk. Perhaps, like I 
did, you’ll find yourself passing 
on the wisdom you received to 
someone else getting braces less 
than a month later. I like to think 
my experience helped them.

So, to anybody out there who’s 
dreading the trip to the orthodon-
tist, it’s not so bad. In this day 
and age, it’s probably more nor-
mal to do that than get a cavity 
filled. There are so many others 
out there just like you, willing to 
lend a hand if you’re willing to 
lend an ear. Besides, once you 
tough it out, you’ll have a beau-
tiful smile to show for it.

I just hope you own a blender.

MEREDITH A. STOKES

Independent Columnist

 

Maximize Your Return 
Conservative Advice for Intelligent Decisions

Donna L. Hinz

196 Ontario St., Stratford, ON
519.273.1633 • franklinehinz.com

Franklin E. HinzA.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519.284.4390

DART LEAGUE
Starting Thurs. Oct 15 & Sat. Oct 17

FUNDAY DARTS
Sunday, October 18 - 12 pm

WE SELL NEVADA TICKETS

Oct 4 - Matthew Borland, Woodham		  $50.00

Oct 5 - Ken Brunsdon, St. Marys		  $50.00

Oct 6 - Robin Mountain, St. Marys		  $50.00

Oct 7 - Anne Marie Hunt, Stratford		  $50.00

Oct 8 - Mike & Karrie Helohan, Baden		  $50.00

Oct 9 - Cameron Stuth, St. Marys		  $50.00

Oct 10 - Ken Smale, St. Marys 			  $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca 

FOR HALL RENTALS 
CALL 519.271.5343

calendar@optimistclubdownie.ca

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM



St. Marys Independent 26 Thursday, October 15, 2026

Riddles
What has four legs and a back but can’t walk?

A chair!

I’m a mammal with a long trunk. What am I?
An elephant!

What is black and white and read all over?
A newspaper!

I’m tall when I’m young, and I’m short when I’m 
old. What am I?

A candle!

I can sizzle like bacon, I am made with an egg, 
and I have plenty of backbone but lack a good 

leg. What am I?
A snake!

I fly without wings, I cry without eyes. Whenever 
I go, darkness flies. What am I?

A cloud!

I have stripes, but I’m not a barber. I run fast, but 
I’m not a car. What am I?

A zebra!

I am an odd number. Take away a letter, and I 
become even. What number am I?

Seven (remove the ‘s’)!

I can live in water or on land. I have a shell, but I 
am not a car; I move very slowly, but I carry my 

home on my back. What am I?
A turtle!

A riverbank!

What do fish use 

to get money?

Hunter Hodgson (8)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that appears in the paper gets a 

FREE MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Riddle Kid

TOFU
Our pet of the week is Tofu. Tofu is a three-

year-old St. Bernard that was rescued by 
new parents, Neil and Elaine Primeau. Tofu 
loves car rides, likes to bark alot but is very 

gentle and just wants lots of pets.

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is pleased to be the sponsor of the 

PET OF THE WEEK
Colder weather doesn’t mean your pet’s exercise routine 
has to stop! Regular walks, indoor play, and enrichment 
activities help keep pets healthy, happy, and mentally 
stimulated. 
Bundle up, get moving, and enjoy the season together! 

KITCHENER-WATERLOO OKTOBERFEST

SPONSORED BY: 
Adult Learning Programs of Perth, Upstairs at the St. Marys Public Library 

15 Church St. N, St. Marys, ON   |   Phone: 519.284.3932   |   Cell: 226.374.8231
alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca  |  www.adultlearningperth.ca  |  Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Ziggy zagge
Keg tapping

Cold beer
Accordian music

Ein prosit
Bavarian food

Polka
Wunderwagon

Entertainers
Parade

Onkel Hans food 
drive

Silent auction
Damenfest

Gemutlichkeit
Walter Ostanek

- Word Search - 



Thursday, October 15, 2026 27St. Marys Independent

Thorndale News A section within the 
St. Marys Independent

German agri-tour group stops in Thorndale

MacEwen Petroleum & Quickie Store 
donates to Thorndale Lions Club

Canada Rocket Company hosts public meetings in Thorndale 

Beginning Sept. 24, two busloads of agri-
culture-focused seniors from Germany, mostly 
women along with a few men, were on an 11-day 
agri-tour through rural communities and farms in 
Quebec and Ontario. 

On Friday, Oct. 2, one bus stopped at Brown’s 
United Church, northeast of Thorndale, while the 
other visited Thorndale United Church for a mid-
day Canadian meal of ham, scalloped potatoes, 
salads and homemade fruit pie. Carol Miller of 
Brown’s Women’s Institute said the church could 
not accommodate both buses, so they asked the 
women of Thorndale United Church to host and 
feed the second group.

The women in this agri-tour are members of 
the Landfrauenverein in Wesel, a city in western 

Germany. This group of women has strong ties 
to agriculture as they farm themselves or belong 
to families that operate livestock or cash-crop 
farms. The Landfrauenverein is comparable to 
the Federated Women’s Institute of Ontario and 
serves as a cornerstone of community building, 
education and advocacy for rural women in Ger-
many.

“We had such a good time, everyone was so 
welcoming,” tour guide and interpreter Ursula 
Barda said.  “Many of the men had two pieces of 
pie and enjoyed having it served with ice cream. 
It is not how we eat pie or cake in Germany.”

“It was fun and a difference experience talking 
to them through a translator,” said Yvonne El-
liott from the Thorndale United Church Women. 
“We could tell they enjoyed themselves with the 
amount of chatter and laughter during their stay 
with us. They were such a great group.”

At the official grand opening of the MacEwen gas sta-
tion in Thorndale on Saturday, Oct. 3, Carl Janzen, chief 
sales officer for MacEwen Petroleum, and Sangeeta Ba-
tra, territory manager for Quickie Convenience Stores, 
presented a cheque for $5,000 to the Thorndale Lions 
Club.

As a major part of MacEwen Petroleum marketing and 
identity, the company actively funds local community 

programs, youth initiatives and regional food banks to 
maintain good visibility as an active part of their local, 
small-town communities.

Thorndale Lions member Ray Chowen remarked the 
MacEwen gas station and Quickie store is a bright and 
beautiful addition to the growing community of Thorn-
dale. 

“We greatly appreciate this donation to the Thorndale 
Lions and this will be used in community projects that 
we have on the go,” he said.

Recently, the Canada Rocket Company 
held an official ribbon cutting for the Jer-
emy Hansen Test Facility at the southwest 
corner of Nissouri Road and Evelyn Drive, 
southwest of Thorndale. 

To inform local residents about what 
they plan to do at this site, they have 

scheduled two public meetings, one on 
Oct. 15th from 4-5 p.m. and one on Nov. 
23 6-7 p.m. at the Thorndale Lions Com-
munity Centre. 

At these meetings there will be a short 
presentation followed by an open-house 
format where people can view the display 
boards covering noise and vibration, in-
cluding measures they are designing; test-
ing frequency and hours with advance no-

tice to neighbours before testing; impact 
to the air, water and nearby farmland as 
well as what will be stored on site and how 
spills and water will be managed; and up-
dates on federal and airport approvals and 
where they are in that process. 

Many people from the community will 
also be interested in why the company 
chose this site and why they chose Lon-
don International Airport. Members from 

the Canada Rocket Company leadership 
team will be on hand to answer questions. 
Comment cards will be available and the 
company representatives will follow up on 
questions they can’t answer on the spot. 

Anyone who is unable to attend these 
meetings can reach out to Carrie Barr, di-
rector of external affairs and partnerships, 
at carrie@canadarocketcompany.com  for 
more information.

An agri-tour group from Germany gathered around the Thorndale United 
Church sign before they filed into the church for their lunch during their 
time in Thorndale. 

(NANCY ABRA PHOTO)

Carl Janzen, chief sales officer for MacEwen Petroleum, pictured in the back row with members of the Thorndale Lions Club, and 
Sangeeta Batra, territory manager for Quickie Convenience Stores, pictured in front, presented the Thorndale Lions with a dona-
tion of $5,000 at the grand opening of the gas station and store on Saturday, Oct. 3.

(NANCY ABRA PHOTO)

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter
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OBITUARY

Mishchenko, Anatoly “Tony” 
- Born May 1, 1939, met his 
Saviour face to face on October 
7, 2026. Loved by his wife 
Maria “Mary” for 62 years. 
Father and Pop to Mark, Kathy 
Lambkin (Jeff), Danny (Nicole); 
Grandfather to Mikhayla and 
Daniel (Kristen), Jack (Christina) 
and Annie, Sam (Hilary), Isaac 

(Mercedez), Grace (Ryan), Caleb, Domonique, Callie, 
John, Teagan, Mercy and Katrina; and Great-grandfather 
to Nina, Addy and Anna, and Jasper. Son of Anton and 
Anna, and brother to Valentine (deceased) and Ivan.
Tony was a lover of life, nature, art, hunting, fishing, and 
family – who will miss him dearly.
Enough can’t be said about the care and love provided by 
Kingsway Lodge over the last few years. His family will be 
forever grateful.
Tony’s life was celebrated at Northview Funeral Home 
and Cremation Centre, London on Tuesday, October 
13, 2026. The interment was held at Mount Pleasant 
Cemetery, London.
In lieu of flowers, donations to Kingsway Life Care 
(through Kingsway Lodge in St. Marys) or to the 
Alzheimer Society Southwest Partners would be greatly 
appreciated by the family.
For online condolences or donations, please visit        
www.northviewfuneralchapel.com

Mishchenko

OBITUARY

It is with great sadness that we 
are announcing the sudden 
passing of Thomas Keith Wall 
of St Marys, on Wednesday, 
September 23rd.
Tom will be deeply missed by his 
best friend and soulmate Linda 
(Hamel) for 61 years. Loving 
father of Lynn del Alderson 
(Rob); Sherry Shepley (Ralph) 

and Tom Wall (Dawn). He leaves behind 14 grandchildren 
and 7 great-grandchildren as well as many nieces and 
nephews.
Tom wore many hats during his career: carney, ranch 
hand, Calgary stampede, truck driver etc. He ran his 
own fabricating business and drove school bus in the 
Lakeside area while his children were younger.  After 
that, he became a Millwright at St Marys Cement until he 
retired 19 years later. Not one to sit around, he decided to 
buy and run the St Marys Central Cab Company which he 
ran for another 20 years. 
Tom was also known for his great love for all animals.  He 
was a registered breeder of Bichon Frise for many years. 
He really missed his dogs.
He loved to take drives, shop in every surplus store, take 
many pictures and travel whenever he could. But then 
after life made Tom slow down, he took up woodworking.  
He said that he never would draw up plans, instead he 
would build from the vision in his head.  Most times, there 
were imperfections in his work, but that is what made 
everything he did perfect in our eyes.
Cremation has already taken place. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to the Stratford Humane Society.

Wall
OBITUARY

Peacefully, at Stratford General 
Hospital on October 3, 2026, 
Adrianus Johannes “Joe” 
DeWys passed away.
Born in Hilvarenbeek, 
Netherlands, Joe immigrated 
to Canada with his family at a 
young age. Beloved husband of 
Audrey DeWys and cherished 
father of Joe (Donna) DeWys 

and Rosanne DeWys. Proud grandfather of Mark, Kelsey 
(Alec Rodak), and Katie-Mae.
Joe will be lovingly remembered by his brothers John 
DeWys of New Zealand, George (Sandra) DeWys, 
and John (Sharon) DeWys; his brothers-in-law Henry 
Sterkenburg, Charlie Cardiff and Murray Cardiff and 
his sisters-in-law Corry DeWys, Dianne DeWys, Agnes 
(Gord) Brindley and many nieces and nephews.
He was predeceased by his parents, George and Marie 
(Nouwens) DeWys; Johanna DeWys his siblings Anne 
Eenkoren, Harry DeWys, Mary Sterkenburg, and Peter 
DeWys; his brothers-in-law Duke Eenkoren, Ken Cardiff, 
George Cardiff, Tom Cardiff and Donald Cardiff; and his 
sisters-in-law Rita DeWys, Mary Cardiff and Georgia 
Reynolds (Cardiff).
Joe had a lifelong passion for farming and trucking 
livestock. He took great pride in working with his 
livestock. In his later years, he found happiness in the 
simple pleasures of farm life, tending to a few animals, 
watching the birds, and enjoying the outdoors.
He also treasured time spent with family and friends, 
especially around the card table, where laughter, stories, 
and friendly competition created many lasting memories.
A private family service will be held.
As expressions of sympathy, donations in Joe’s 
memory may be made to the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation through W. G. Young Funeral Home                                                           
www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com

DeWys
IN MEMORIAM

In loving memory of a dear husband and father,

RICHARD (DICK) WHITE
February 8, 1948 - September 29, 2023

and
a dear son and brother,

DAVID WHITE (WHITEY)
June 25, 1986 - October 19, 2013

White

Together in life, and together in memory
Though the silence is heavy, your love still 

echoes in our lives.
May you walk hand-in-hand in the light,

Never to be forgotten.
Loving you always, missing you forever

Your loving family

IN MEMORIAM

In loving memory of Debra Ann Sterkenburg 
June 2, 1961 - Oct 10, 2022 

Four years have passed, 
but your love still surrounds us. 

Wife, mother, and our precious Omie. 
Forever loved, forever missed. 

Love always, 
Barry; Darryl, Whitney, Rowyn, 

Sutton; Brittany, Brett, Myla,                                                      
Hudson & Blair 

Sterkenburg

THANK YOU

A sincere Thank You to our family and friends for the 
awesome party celebrating Janet’s 90th Birthday and 
our 70th Wedding Anniversary on Oct 3rd. We are so 
grateful for your generous contributions of food and 
money to the Food Bank.

George and Janet Quinn

Quinn
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FERN PRIDHAM – Real Estate Broker

519.274.2885
fernpridham@gmail.com

Sponsored by:

Solutions on pg. 31

IN MEMORIAM

In loving memory of our nephew and cousin 
David White who passed away Oct. 19, 2013.

White

How do we write on paper,
The feeling we have inside

Of emptiness and heartache,
We have felt since you have died.

To us you were so special,
What more is there to say

Except to wish with all our hearts
That you were here today.

Our thoughts are always with you,
Your place no one can fill
In life we loved you dearly
In death we love you still.

Fondly remembered and forever loved
The Hughes Family

HELP WANTED

Accessible Transportation Driver 
Part-time / Casual position

We’re Growing Again

ROLE OVERVIEW 
St. Marys & Area Mobility Service is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to 
providing accessible and volunteer, door-to-door transportation for residents 
in our community. We support older adults (55+) and persons with varying 
abilities (18+), helping them maintain independence and stay connected. 

POSITION SUMMARY
We are seeking a caring, reliable, and safety-focused Accessible 
Transportation Driver to join our team. In this role, you will operate 
agency-owned accessible vehicles, ensuring clients are transported safely 
and comfortably to their destinations. This position is physically active and 
requires assisting clients with boarding, securing mobility devices, and 
operating vehicle accessibility equipment.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES
- Provide courteous, door-to-door transportation for clients using agency 
vehicles

- Assist passengers with boarding, exiting, and securing mobility aids safely

- Operate lift and ramp systems according to established safety procedures

- Maintain accurate trip and client records using a mobile app

- Perform routine vehicle safety checks and report any maintenance 
concerns

- Represent St. Marys & Area Mobility Service with professionalism and 
compassion 

QUALIFICATIONS 
Education & Experience

-  Secondary school diploma or equivalent
- Minimum 3 years of professional driving experience
- Experience working with older adults, seniors, or persons with 
disabilities is an asset
- Strong customer service background preferred 
Skills & Requirements

- Valid G and F driver’s licence (or equivalent) with a clean driving record
- Current First Aid and CPR certi�cation (or willingness to obtain)
- Comfortable using mobile devices and transportation software
- Able to work �exible shifts, including split shifts, weekdays, and some 
evenings
- Physically able to lift, bend, and crouch as part of assisting clients
- Ability to work independently and collaboratively in a team setting
- Willingness to wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) as 
required 
Compensation

- Hourly wage: $20.84, commensurate with experience and quali�cations
- Supportive team environment with meaningful community impact 
HOW TO APPLY
If you are a compassionate driver who enjoys helping others and making 
a di�erence, we’d love to hear from you! Please submit your cover letter 
and resume to apply. We thank all applicants for their interest; however, 
only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

Support the local businesses 
that keep your community 
and its newspapers thriving.

Local News Lives Here
There was a time when small-town newspapers 
told the stories that mattered most: the people, 
the milestones, the challenges, and the triumphs 
of the community.
At Grant Haven Media, we’re proud to carry on 
that tradition. Our newspapers are built around 
truly local content. Written for the community, 
about the community, by the community.
From council decisions to community events, local 
businesses to local achievements, we believe every 
town deserves a strong, independent voice.
Restoring Small-Town Journalism, 

One Community at a Time.

THE COMMUNITY 

YOU CAN TRUST!

St. Marys Independent
SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER

www.g r a n t h a v e n . c om

HAVE YOU BEEN 
AFFECTED BY SOMEONE 

ELSES DRINKING?
Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place

1-800-706-9833 OR APP AVAILABLE
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 or email
info@stmarysindependent.com 
to inquire about our directory

APPRAISALS

RETAIL

Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.
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EAVESTROUGH HOME CARE

ELECTRICAL

519.701.8838
suresealeavestrough@gmail.com

Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum

Gutter Guard • Heavy Built
Fascia • Soffit • Trim Bending & More

WES BENNET • ST. MARYS ON

����������������������

NOW ACCEPTINGNOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTSNEW CLIENTS
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Providing specialized care for:
Stoma - Cancer - Diabetes - Neurological Disorders 

Epilepsy - Spinal Injury
In addition to every day care

Serving St. Marys and Area since 2022

Call 519-301-7791 (PSW1) 
www.cricket-care.com 

ECRA/ESA# 7016671

GREAT SERVICE 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
Full Service Electrical Solutions 

226-921-1739
info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
Give us a call today!

O�ering Insurance Services for:

199 Elgin St E  • St. Marys  ON • 519-284-1900 
inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca

HEAT / COOL

REAL ESTATE

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

SENIOR SERVICES
Better Ways For Seniors Ltd.

519.868.3021

don@betterwaysforseniors.com

www.BetterWaysForSeniors.com

BetterWaysForSeniors

Don Ewert

PAINTING

 Painting and Handyman  Painting and Handyman 
in and around St. Marysin and around St. Marys
Call Alex at 519-636-5874
for more information

WATER TREATING
SALES 

SERVICE 
RENTALS

Call Dave for more info 
at 519.349.2040

MUSIC

CLEANING

DISPOSAL

Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St., St. Marys

Robson Scrap Metal

PLUMBINGCONTRACTING

ST. MARYS LOCAL

TUTORING
Sylvan of Stratford
Get ahead this summer with Sylvan!

Whether your child needs to catch 
up or get ahead, our teachers are 
ready to help create a one-of-a-kind 
personalized program that will work 
for your child. Get support with 
Sylvan today!

Your child is unique, and our
solutions are too! 

SUMMER
SALE

ON NOW!
Free Assessment 
PLUS sale. O­er 
valid in London 

and Stratford only.
Expires 06/26/2026

145-103 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519-657-7323

southlondon@SylvanLearning.com
SYLVANLEARNING.COM 
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• 226-980-6199
• zpoverhead@gmail.com

St Marys & 
Surrounding Areas

• Doors • Openers • Springs 
• Cables • Rollers • Tracks 
• Hardware • Maintenance

• zpoverhead@gmail.com SEAMSTRESS
���������������������
�����������������������
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LANDSCAPING

Linda Vandermolen

519.276.7712
Landscape Artist

BUY AND SELL
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED TO BUY
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.Are you 
downsizing or need an estate clean out? We can help. Call or 
text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, Pepsi or 
any pop company. Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc. 
Old radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches, 
old fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and 
signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture. If you 
are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me at 519-570-
6920.

FOR SALE
Shade Trees; Maples, Oaks, Birch, Beech, Honey Locusts, Elms, 
Magnolia, Hydrangea Tree, Tulip Tree, Crab apples, Ivory Silk 
Lilac, Chanticleer Pear, Golden Weeping Willows and more. 
Apples, Pears, Peaches, Plums, Apricots, Nectarine, Blueberry, 
Haskap etc. Lots of healthy strong Spruce, Cedars and White 
Pine for your privacy hedges and windbreaks. Hundrceds of 
flowering shrubs. Reg Hours: 7am- 6pm Mon-Sat at Martins 
Nursery c/o Emanuel Martin. 42661 Orangehill Rd., Wroxeter, 
ON

WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop, 
Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, 
Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For more information: 
Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford / 226-972-5750

JUNK REMOVAL
Junk Removal - Garbage, Basements, Yards, Dump Runs Call 
Mike 519-276-7766

LEAF MULCHING
Have your leaves mulched, no raking or bagging required. Fully 
insured, reasonable rates.. Call 519-933-8636

FOR SALE
1988 Chevy 1/2 ton. V8 Auto 107,800 kms, little to safety. Easy 
to restore, very good condition. Daily Driver. Priced to sell at 
$7,500. Call Ed at 519-284-8089

FOR RENT
Unique three bedroom apartment. Walk up. Prestigious 
downtown address above Gilly’s. Completely renovated new 
kitchen, bathroom, laundry & storage room (with washer & 
dryer). New mahogany panelling  throughout. All utilities, 
water, electricity, AC, wifi included. Up to two parking spaces. 
Lease, References, first & last required $2,000 / month. 
Available Oct. 1st call 519-697-4985

FOR RENT
You will love this sunny and spacious 1 bedroom apt, all one 
level. Walk in shower, wood floors, high ceilings, eat in kitchen, 
laundry, extra storage space. A beautiful view from the outdoor 
garden deck. 3 blocks from downtown.  References please. Call 
519-697-1925

WANTED
Need someone to visit a loved one? A retired pastor’s wife 
looking for the satisfaction in caring for people. No formal 
training. However, many people want companionship. Families 
concerned about their loved ones. My pleasure to visit. No set 
fee but would appreciate financial remuneration. Phone 519-
276-0162, speak to Sue.

FOR SALE
4-235/55R 17 Ford Escape Winter Tires on Rims $300. Please 
call Dan 519-229-6898 (leave message)

WANTED
Mature woman seeks room to rent. Parking and access to 
kitchen needed. Will help with household chores. References 
available. Would also consider small suite or one bedroom 
apartment. Send email to mhlemails@gmail.com.

QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Alaska
2. The big toe
3. Venus
4. Hot water
5. 007
6. The skin
7. A flamboyance
8. 93 million miles
9. Russia
10. The Bible

SUDOKU ANSWERS

Looking 
Back

Beets and brawls
25 years ago (2001)
Police in St. Marys were called to a report of a 

large fight on Thomas Street on October 6 at 3:20 
a.m. Police attended to find six males were fighting 
about words exchanged earlier in the evening. The 
males were intoxicated and two had to be transport-
ed to hospital for facial injuries as a result of the al-
tercation. Police continue to investigate the incident 
and charges are pending.

Cobble Hills Golf and Ski Club’s ski and snow-
board swap will be running this coming weekend. 
Equipment can be dropped off during the week.

50 years ago (1976)
Town Hall staff are already busy with the advance 

work entailed for the December 6 municipal elec-
tion. The voters list, containing 3,520 names, should 
soon be printed and available. Any resident of St. 
Marys, 18 years of age or older and either a Cana-
dian citizen or British subject, is eligible to vote in 
municipal elections.

There will be a special night at the Salvation Army 
honouring Mrs. Ruth Leslie and Mrs. Lillian Baker. 
These two very special ladies have served for a total 
of about 62 years in St. Marys as Home League Sec-
retary and Home League Treasurer for the Salvation 
Army.

75 years ago (1951)
When the box of a sugar beet hauling truck sprung 

open while the load was being driven west through 
town on Wednesday, a lot of beets were scattered 
on Queen Street, later to be crushed to pulp by the 
passage of trucks and cars.

Tom Pinney was apparently the only St. Marysite 
to get to a World Series game. Tom saw Friday’s 
contest in Yankee Stadium from a seat in the third 
tier. He found the job of getting to the game through 
the crowds quite terrific. He took a taxi which de-
posited him six blocks from the stadium.

100 years ago (1926)
On Monday while driving to town with milk in a 

light wagon, Mr. Donald Bain of James Street South 
overbalanced and fell off the rig, the wheels of 
which passed over his body, breaking three ribs. Mr. 
Bain, who is a well-known cattle buyer, is making 
satisfactory progress despite his age.

Dr. Frederick Hutton has gone to New York City 
where he will take a year’s course at the New York 
Post Graduate School and Hospital. 

AMY CUBBERLEY

Independent Columnist

THE WEEK AHEAD
SPONSORED BY: McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St. E., St. Marys
Founding and Forever partner of Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown 
Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 22
FRIDAY, OCT 16
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon
- A.N.A.F. meat draw – 6 p.m.
- Forest City Film Festival presents “The Stunt Driver” 
at Wolf Performance Hall, London – 7 p.m.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Welland Canadians at the PRC 
– 7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, OCT 17
- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field - 8 
a.m. to Noon, Soup Day
- “Conversations with the Community Outreach 
Worker” at Snapping Turtle – 10 a.m. to Noon
- McCully’s Hill Farm Fall Harvest Festival – 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.
- St. Marys Museum Speaker Series on British home 
children at the PRC - 2 p.m.
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 p.m.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Komoka Kings at Komoka 
Wellness Centre – 7:15 p.m.
SUNDAY, OCT 18
- Stratford Coin Show at Arden Park Hotel, Stratford – 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
- McCully’s Hill Farm Fall Harvest Festival – 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.
- A.N.A.F. Funday darts – 12 p.m.
- London Orchid Society presents “An Orchid 
Expedition on the Rio Negro, Brazil” At Richards 
Memorial Church, 360 Edgeworth Ave, London – 2 
p.m.
MONDAY, OCT 19
- Community Dinner at St. Marys United Church – 5 
p.m., Sponsored by St. Marys Kinette Club
TUESDAY, OCT 20
- St. Marys Legion Buddy Check coffee at the Legion – 
10 a.m. to Noon
- Alzheimer Society support series at 612 Erie St, 
Stratford – 10 a.m. to Noon
- Thorndale United Church beef supper at Thorndale 
Community Centre – 4:30-7 p.m.
- Thorndale Ag Society dinner theatre auditions at St. 
Georges Church – 7 p.m.
- St. Marys Legion cribbage – 7 p.m. sharp
THURSDAY, OCT 22
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Sarnia Legionnaires at Pat 
Stapleton Arena – 7 p.m.
- SMCP preview of “You’re a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown” at the Town Hall Theatre – 7:30 p.m.

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later appointment times 
three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Are You A Newcomer 
To The St. Marys Area?
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