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GIFT AN
EXPERIENCE
THIS
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River Valley Tube
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Stocking Stuffer.
Check us out online
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certificates!
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Bill Pickering, senior manager of equipment operations at Coca-Cola, as Santa Claus at The Co-

ca-Cola Holiday Caravan at Milt Dunnell Field last Saturday.

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

For the third year in a row, St. Marys
council has appointed Coun. Brogan Ayl-
ward — the youngest member of council —
as deputy mayor.

Aylward was nominated by Coun. Marg
Luna during council’s regular meeting
Dec. 9, a nomination accepted by Aylward
and unanimously supported by the rest
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Brogan Aylward appointed deputy
mayor for third-straight year

Deputy mayor appointed by council each year

of council. In accordance with the town’s
procedure bylaw, the deputy mayor is not a
publicly elected position. Instead, council
is responsible for nominating and appoint-
ing a councillor to serve as deputy mayor
at the end of each year.

“I'd like to nominate Coun. Aylward
once again as deputy mayor,” Luna said. “I
believe he’s represented (the mayor) well
in the past two years when needed and

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

Santa brought
excitement and joy

to Milt Dunnell
Field last weekend

ALEX HUNT

Independent Reporter

The Coca-Cola Holiday Caravan made its re-
turn to St. Marys over the weekend, allowing lo-
cals to visit Father Christmas himself.

The Town of St. Marys once again turned Milt
Dunnell Field into a winter wonderland last Sat-
urday, Dec. 13, giving locals a chance to take pic-
tures with Santa Claus, who was stationed at the
Coca-Cola Holiday Caravan. Coca-Cola’s senior
manager of equipment operations, Bill Pickering,
dressed as Santa and enjoyed bringing smiles to
children and families.

“I’ve been involved with this ever since it start-
ed,” said Pickering. “For me, it’s all about the
kids, the families and the community. Coca-Cola
believes in being part of the communities we live
in and supporting them, and that’s exactly what
this is all about. We do this right across the coun-
try.”

The caravan accepted non-perishable food do-
nations for The Salvation Army Stratford- St.
Marys Regional Community Ministries’” Food
Drive, which was held at Your Independent Gro-
cer last Saturday.

The Coca-Cola Holiday Caravan tours commu-
nities across Canada, offering free Coke samples
and photos with Santa. The annual event brings
festive cheer and celebrates community spirit
while supporting Coca-Cola’s Canada’s Kindest
Community initiative, a nationwide effort that
runs from November to January inviting Canadi-
ans to nominate their towns for acts of kindness.

“It was great to bring back the holiday caravan
after its absence last year,” said Mogren Easton,
tourism and events coordinator at the Town of St.
Marys. “It was the perfect way to start Christmas
break with the family and kick off the holiday
season.”
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COMMUNITY

Brogan Aylward appointed deputy mayor for third-

straight year

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
represented council and the town very well at public
meetings, and has done a great job.”

In St. Marys, the deputy mayor presides over any
meeting of council in the absence, ineligibility or in-
capacity of the mayor. The deputy mayor also rep-
resents the mayor and council at public and other
events when the mayor is unavailable.

Speaking with the Independent after his appoint-
ment as deputy mayor, Aylward said he is humbled
by his colleagues’ confidence in him as a representa-
tive of both council and the town, and he is honoured
to continue serving as deputy mayor.

“I have a tremendous amount of respect and admi-
ration for my colleagues. I’ve learned a great deal
from the other councillors and Mayor (Al) Strathdee
over the last three years,” he said. “ ... I enjoy be-
ing a sort of lightning rod for the community. When
folks have concerns or questions, I love having those
discussions. Often, I’ll learn something myself when
following up with staff.

“The deputy mayor position has allowed me more
chances to have those conversations; more chances
to serve the community that I love so much. I feel
very fortunate to be a part of something that [ am so
passionate about.”

Aylward said serving as deputy mayor for the past

ONEWEEKENDIOND
December 19th, 20th and 21st from 11am - 5pm

Order your ice cream cakes/pies for Christmas! 519-284-2096
Candy Cane Ice Cream Pies available (limited quantity)
We'll have Cones, Flurries, Sundaes, & Footlongs available too!

two years have given him a unique insight into the
responsibilities that go with serving as a head of
council.

“You have to know your procedure well to chair
meetings,” he said. “Guiding an effective discussion
is necessary when there are long agendas. When
bringing greetings from the town at events, you rep-
resent something much greater than yourself. There
is a necessity to hold yourself to a higher standard.
I’ve really enjoyed the way the position has pushed
me to be a better representative.”

Looking ahead to the final year of this term of
council, Aylward said he is excited to finalize some
of the larger projects he and his council colleagues
have led and overseen over the past three years. He
said he is confident the current council can leave
the town in a good place and make the transition as
smooth as possible when a new council is sworn in
next November.

“As a first-term councillor, this has been a very
special experience to me. I can’t overstate my grati-
tude to the community and council for the opportu-
nities that I’ve had. I hope to continue to support the
Town of St. Marys moving forward.”

Aylward’s third term of deputy mayor will span
from Dec. 10, 2025, to Nov. 14, 2026.
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Coun. Borgan Aylward has been appointed by St. Marys
council as deputy mayor for the third year in a row.
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EDITORIAL

Making Christmas magic
happen for the people we love

WENDY LAMOND
Independent Reporter

What was your favourite Christmas
present you remember getting? Mine
was when I was four. It was the Star
Traveler Barbie Camper. It was so cool
and I remember being so excited when I
saw it. As I grew up, I heard the stories
about what went into putting it together
by my dad and grandpa.

This is the joy of Christmas. From a
child’s eye, it is magical, exciting and
just happens. From a parent’s eye, it is
a lot of planning, organizing, spending
and exhaustion, but when it comes time
to glimpse a bit of that magic from a
child, it makes up for it and reminds us
of why we do it.

It may also give you a reminder of your
past and that feeling of joy you once had,
kind of like when Clark Griswold got
stuck in his attic and found the old home
movies. For some reason, that always
gets me. One of my favourite things
about Christmas is when my dad still

tells his grown children he saw Norad
tracking Santa on the news. It makes me
smile every time.

We are so lucky in this town to have
many festive events that take place from
the wonderful Kinsmen Santa Claus Pa-
rade, the Winter Lights, markets, fes-
tivals, the Merchant Open House and
many opportunities to help others in our
community. It starts early and carries us
through the craziness of the season.

I ask all of you to try and remember one
exciting gift or memory from Christmas
that you have. This is a big ask as there
may be many who didn’t have that joy
or are experiencing grief either past or
present. So, maybe now is a good time
to create one. Call a family member or
friend, walk in the snow, donate to the
Salvation Army if you haven’t already.

It’s never too late to create some mag-
ic, especially at Christmas time. May we
all try to look at Christmas like a child
does, through awe, excitement and won-
der, and may we never lose the magic of
the season.

Bravo

We have 4 Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to the St. Marys & Area Mobility
Service for safely and dependably
transporting our family members. A special
shout out to Irene, as she makes her final
runs this week. She has brought sunshine to
the lives of so many, and we wish her the
happiest of retirements!

2) Bravo to the kind man who took the time
to clear the snow from my driveway with
his backhoe. | appreciated it very much and
bravo to the caring and helpful people in our
town.

3) Bravo to our newspaper delivery team.
The weather has been less than ideal but
you still get out there. Thank you!

4) Bravo to the Independent Grocery Store
for getting a disabled child shopping cart. It
is extremely appreciated.

Boo

We have 3 Boos this week.

1) Boo to the person who defaced the
Whoville display downtown at the Buck or
Two building. By vandalizing the storefront
downtown, it's unfortunate that this
obviously passionate artistic person chose
to voice their opinion in such an uncreative
way. Quite frankly, this is an example of
some very pedestrian and juvenile graffiti. If
“real art” is so important to them, you would
think they could be more imaginative. If you
have a valid point of view, step up and have
the conversation.

2) Boo to the individual that stole the
Canadian flag off my flag pole in my
backyard this past week. | hope you're a
proud Canadian and fly it with pride as | did.

3) Boo to the person on Meadowridge
Drive; he was blowing his driveway snow all
onto the road. He blew a huge pile on the
road that you had to drive around. Please be
more considerate.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to be considered. Bravos and Boos are submitted by community
members and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.
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“I'm going to die - please see my family [and tell them] that |
went down to save people’s lives.”

- Ahmed al-Ahmed, speaking to his cousin over coffee,
moments before heroically tackling and disarming one
of the gunmen during the Bondi Beach terror attack in

Australia on Dec. 14, 2025.
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According to my
chocolate advent
calendar, Christmas

was two weeks ago!

AT THE COFFEE SHOP

201 Queen St. E, St. Marys, ON 519.284.4555

May you never be
too old to search the
skies on Christmas
Eve.

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others?
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title
“Overheard at The Coffee Shop”, call 519.284.0041 or drop by the office to let us know!
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Gilly’s Pubhouse wins best
burger in United Way Perth-

Huron’s Burger Battle
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(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE UNITED WAY PERTH-HURON)

United Way Perth-Huron executive director Ryan Erb, St. Marys Mayor Al Strathdee and staff
at Gilly’s Pubhouse in St. Marys proudly pose with The People’s Choice Trophy from the
United Way Perth-Huron’s Ultimate Burger Battle.

ALEX HUNT

Independent Reporter

St. Marys’ Gilly’s Pubhouse has won
the People’s Choice Award for Best
Burger in the United Way Perth-Huron’s
(UWPH) Ultimate Burger Battle fund-
raiser competition.

Gilly’s Pubhouse brought their sweet
and salty Lincoln Burger to custom-
ers throughout November in support of
United Way Perth-Huron’s fundraising
contest. Patrons were able to vote online
on which restaurant made the best burg-
er.
UWPH debuted the Ultimate Burger
Battle competition this year, which in-
vited local restaurants to make an orig-
inal burger and sell it on their menu
throughout the month of November.
Participating restaurants donated $2 to
UWPH from every burger purchase to
raise funds for community program-
ming.

“It feels great to win this award,” said
Miguel Raposo, manager at Gilly’s Pub-
house in St. Marys. “We aim to be a
restaurant first and bar second. I think
that’s what makes us stand out in a town
like St. Marys. We are very warm and

welcoming and that makes a difference
in the hospitality atmosphere.”

Ten restaurants competed in the con-
test to bring home the titles of People’s
Choice or Most Burgers Sold, the latter
of which went to Bentley’s in Stratford
for their Gouda Cause Burger.

UWPH senior manager of resource
development and communications Son-
ya Heyen said the local United Way
brought in around $5,000 through the
competition. She added the organization
is proud of the intake, especially since it
was the UWPH’s first time hosting the
contest.

“We accept donations in different
forms and this is another way for people
to support us,” said Heyen. “It’s got an
element of creativity and it encourages
people to support local restaurants. It’s
a friendly competition that brings in dif-
ferent pieces that combine to make this
a successful event.

“We have plans to include a judging
panel and ranking systems to make
this event more exciting next year. The
People’s Choice is a pretty fun trophy,
which will live at the winner’s restau-
rant for the year, and we hope that they
display it proudly.”
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Are You A Newcomer To The
St. Marys Area?

The friends of the library has a FREE welcome package for you to pick up at the library!

¢ Gifts + MORE

o Local Services
¢ Coupons

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519.284.3346
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The latest municipal news
from the Town of St. Marys

HOLIDAY BREAK DAY CAMPS

The PRC is offering a Holiday Break Day
Camp weekdays on December 22, 23, 29, 30
2025 and January 2, 2026. These full-day
programs are geared towards kids between
the ages of 6 - 13 years old and include
skating, crafts, outdoor play and more!

www.townofstmarys.ca/activenet

ST. MARYS NOURISH MARKET
St. Marys United Church (85 Church St. S)

The St. Marys Nourish Equal Access Food

Market takes place on the 15t and 3™ Thursday ST
of the month from 2 - 4 PM offering fresh N
local fruit, vegetables and meat available at \
wholesale prices.

519-508-3663

FREE FESTIVE SKATES

Pyramid Recreation Centre

Join free festive skate sessions this
December at the PRC thanks to Optimists of
Downie, Friends of the Library, St. Marys
Ringette and Queen St. Dentistry.

For dates and times visit:
www. discoverstmarys.ca’/happyholidays

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAY SEASON

WinterLights: Happening now until Jan 1
Holiday Light Tour: Happening now until
Jan1l
Horse & Wagon Rides (6-8 PM): Dec 20
& 24

www.discoverstmarys.ca/happyholidays

SHOWER PROGRAM

Pyramid Recreation Centre

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private, secure
and accessible for individuals of all
abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Contact us

519-284-2340
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca
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Senior of the Week
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Our senior of the week is Santa Claus, who also goes
by Father Christmas, Kris Kringle and Saint Nicholas.
He is over 1,700 years old. He has been married to
Mrs. Claus, who reports say is a similar age to her
husband but stays out of the spotlight a bit more than
her famous man. He is most known for bringing gifts
to children around the world on Christmas Eve. He is a
jolly man who loves the colour red and, with a twinkle
in his eye, he spreads happiness and joy to many. Santa
and Mrs. Claus live in the North Pole with nine reindeer
(one has a red nose) and many helpers who assist the
big man in making toys that help spread cheer. While
not from St. Marys or the surrounding area, he pays a
special visit to the Stonetown every year!

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, contact us at 519.284.0041 or
info@stmarysindependent.com.

‘It’s Just Like Christmas’ by LoFi Mind
raising money for A Child’s Smile

EMILY STEWART
Independent Reporter

LoFi Mind, featuring St. Marys musician Jesse Web-
ber, is once again giving back to children in need this
holiday season with a new single.

LoFi Mind released the single, “It’s Just Like Christ-
mas,” on Bandcamp with proceeds from the song sup-
porting A Child’s Smile. Based in Stratford, A Child’s
Smile provides toys for children in need.

“We decided to keep it in the spirit of Christmas if we
just donated some proceeds back to A Child’s Smile,
which just got the ball rolling for us on the Christmas
side of things to begin with,” said Webber, featured
on the song playing electric guitar and singing backup
vocals.

Webber performed at a past A Child’s Smile fund-
raiser and so have bandmates Ryan Brohman and Craig
McNair.

“It’s just important that all of us, having kids, make
sure that some of those underprivileged kids have pres-
ents. Give them like a normal feeling on Christmas
Day,” Webber said.

He likes to give back to the community when he can,
especially since he saw the housing crisis while living

in the Kitchener-Waterloo area.

Previously, LoFi Mind created the song, “A Child’s
Smile,” for founder John Gray to use as theme song for
the organization.

Brohman, lead vocalist, had been playing around
with the tune for “It’s Just Like Christmas” for around
five or more years. He wrote the song with Danica
Guenette and Jack Pender.

Up until now, it had been a while since LoFi Mind
did a song together. All members were based in Kitch-
ener-Waterloo until some moved away. Along with
Webber moving to St. Marys, McNair moved to Font-
hill and Brohman moved to Port Burwell with his wife.

When putting the song together, everyone sent each
other tracks via email until the song’s production was
complete.

“It worked almost like riding a bike; it really did,”
Brohman said. “Before, we would sit in the same room
and hash things out for hours, but I think we’ve all
evolved as musicians since then and it was really a
pleasure to send things out and wait for something to
come back.”

To listen to “It’s Just Like Christmas” and to pur-
chase the single as a gift, visit https:/lofimind.band-
camp.com/track/its-just-like-christmas-time.
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Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later appointment fimes
three days per week.

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9 n r@ m
Ph: 519-284-2660 | www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

..

L 4
K4 :

*,

By Jake Grant

SPONSORED BY: The Wine Lab .
16 Water St., South, St. Marys | 519.284.3288 e
1. Where does Santa live?
2. How many reindeer does Santa have?

3. In the classic song, “Frosty the Snowman,” what
made Frosty come to life?

4. Which fairy tale were the first gingerbread houses
inspired by?

5. Which popular phrase was made popular by
Ebenezer Scrooge in “A Christmas Carol"?

6. Who catches the Grinch stealing?

7. Buddy the EIf sticks to the four main food groups,
what are they?

8. What is the color of the berries on mistletoe?
9. Where was Jesus laid after he was born?
10. What is the day after Christmas called?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 39
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199 Elgin St. E., Box 820 St. Marys ON
Phone: 519-284-1900
Open: Mon-Fri 8:30am - 4:30pm

/" 168 SPA

Nails & Waxing

N8 Acrylic/Gel
»(‘// Shellac
Sy n Ko Manicure
Y ISR R Pedicure

Phone 226-661-4168
104 Queen St. E. St. Marys, On. N4X 1A3

Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm., Closed Sunday

Wishing everyone a

Merry Christmas

and safe holiday season

Tina Boersen, RMT
519-276-9597
tboersen@hotmail com
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Equipment breakdowns
lead Town of St. Marys
to declare significant
weather event

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The combination of significant snow-
fall and mechanical breakdowns led the
Town of St. Marys to declare a signifi-
cant weather event on Dec. 11.

Declared over roughly 24 hours later,
the declaration of a significant weather
event was made in accordance with pro-
vincial law, stating a municipality must
declare a significant weather event when
it is unable to meet the minimum re-
quirements for clearing snow from roads
and sidewalks.

According to town public works direc-
tor Jed Kelly, town staff was concerned
it would not be able to meet minimum
snow-clearing requirements after the
town’s large loader plow — the plow used
to clear tighter spaces — was stranded on
Thomas Street Dec. 11 with a blown hy-
draulic line as staff waited for the parts
to fix it.

Slower-than-normal sidewalk clearing
was also an issue that led to the decla-
ration.

“The town has two trackless side-
walk machines; due to the snow accu-
mulations, we switched to the blowers,
which are much slower moving than

the blades,” Kelly told the Independent.
“We had multiple issues with the side-
walk machine blowers intaking random
debris, causing downtimes. The ma-
chines are newer and in a good state of
repair, but the blowers don’t react well to
metal debris.”

By Dec. 12, Kelly said both sidewalk
machines were operational again and
were out clearing sidewalks early in the
day. By early afternoon, Kelly said he
hoped to have the sidewalk machines
do a single pass of all town sidewalks
before the significant weather event was
declared over.

Town equipment operators were also
working hard throughout the day blow-
ing snow banks back, clearing fire hy-
drants and trucking away snow-storage
piles.

Now that the significant weather event
is over, town staff say local roads and
sidewalks are once again being main-
tained to provincial standards, and they
thanked residents for their patience and
cooperation.

For winter-weather and snow-clearing
updates in St. Marys, visit the town’s
website (townofstmarys.com), Facebook
(facebook.com/stmarysontario) and
Twitter/X (twitter.com/townofstmarys).
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A St. Marys mother makes it her mission to honour
her son by helping others find hope

ALEX HUNT

Independent Reporter

To honour her son’s memory, Anna Maria Iredale has
turned grief into purpose by helping others and advo-
cating to reduce stigma around substance use.

On Sept. 8, 2017, Iredale’s son, Mathew Keller, died
from a fentanyl overdose. Keller was 36 years old and
is remembered by many as a compassionate man with
a big heart who possessed immense inner strength and
resilience.

To honour her son’s recent birthday on Dec. 10, Ire-
dale is collecting food donations from the community
for the St. Marys Library pantry to support the hungry
and homeless. Those who wish to donate non-perish-
able food items can send Iredale a message on Face-
book.

Iredale will be collecting food from donors’ homes
throughout the year. Along with community donations,
Iredale will purchase food herself to give to the pantry.

“This is a good cause; I want to make a difference
and do something to help. I encourage others to do the
same. I’ve been finding ways to honour my son’s mem-
ory,” said Iredale.

Iredale said her son was honest about his challenges
and was known as a person who would go out of his
way to help others. Iredale said when Keller worked as
a bricklayer, he would hire people living on the streets
and provide them with a bed, food and pay.

“If Mathew can do it, then so can I and it feels good
to help others, especially when it’s something that’s
needed,” said Iredale.

“Hungry people will never have enough to eat; that’s
never going to change, and for me, the grief will never
go away. My son is still dead. People who have nev-
er lost a child will never understand that; they don’t
know. It’s a different kind of loss. I'm always going to
advocate for those who struggle.”

In recent years, Iredale has organized the Interna-
tional Overdose Awareness Day in St. Marys, a global
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We would like to thank you for your
continued support. We look forward
to serving you in the New Year at
our new location.

63 Wellington St. N, St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6
Phone: 519.284.4142 | Fax: 519.284.3592
www.samshomehardware.com

(ALEX HUNT PHOTO)

Anysha Keller-lvory, granddaughter of Anna Marie Iredale
and niece of Mathew Keller, at the St. Marys Library food

pantry.

event aimed at raising awareness of drug overdoses, as
well as reducing the stigma of substance use and over-
dose deaths. The day is also meant to allow reflections
on people who have been affected by or lost to over-
dose complications, as well as to promote change and

Happy
Holidavs

We wish you comfort
and joy during this
Christmas season

and throughout 2026
Y

Andrew L. Hodges Funeral Home |
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show compassion for those who are struggling.

Iredale said she believes there’s a troubling stigma
associated with substance users that results in a sense
of embarrassment and shame for the individual. These
associations can prevent the user from seeking help
and taking steps toward recovery.

“I know I'm doing the right thing, but it’s not easy,”
said Iredale. “I’ll keep doing this for Mat because I
want people to truly know who he was. I don’t want
stigma to overshadow his story or the person he really
was.”

Iredale and her granddaughter, Anysha Keller-Ivo-
ry, have advocated for keeping safe consumption sites
open in Ontario to prevent overdose-related deaths.

“I think my grandmother is amazing for doing this
community donation initiative,” said Keller-Ivory, who
is also Keller’s niece. “I think she’s doing a great job
at making a big impact, it’s very admirable and she’s
someone that I really look up to a lot.”

Keller-Ivory is currently attending Centennial Col-
lege’s addiction and mental health worker program to
become a mental health therapist.

“Everyone in my program has some kind of connec-
tion to the field, whether it’s a history of substance use,
a loved one who’s struggled, or personal experience
with mental-health challenges,” said Keller-Ivory. “I
think that shared connection makes it a lot easier for
us to relate to the material and really take it in.”

Diagnosed with ADHD and having struggled with
it throughout her life, Keller-Ivory plans to use the
knowledge she’s gained from her education and expe-
rience to help others navigate their ADHD and other
mental-health challenges.

“It’s become more normalized nowadays to talk about
mental health, and I plan to not bring any stigma to my
future practice,” said Keller-Ivory. “People want to feel
normal, validated, seen, heard and understood, and I
want to help them feel that way. I think it’s important
to be open about our challenges because it encourages
others to speak up about their own and seek help.”

St Et\arys
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Stratford police gets provincial funding boost to
enhance mental-health response capabilities

Stratford Police Service gets $240,000 over two years for mobile crisis response team

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Stratford Police Service (SPS) is
among several local police forces that
will receive a funding boost from the
Ontario Ministry of the Solicitor Gen-
eral to support their unique, community
focused programs that help better pro-
tect the communities and people they
serve.

Last week, Perth-Wellington MPP
Matthew Rae announced more than
$700,000 in funding for police services
in the riding, including $240,000 over
the next two years for SPS for its mobile
crisis response team (MCRT), a pro-
gram started in 2019 in partnership with
the Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance
that has qualified mental-health work-
ers respond to calls involving people in
crisis with frontline police officers, al-
lowing for de-escalation and connection
to mental-health services and resources
as an alternative to arrest and treatment
in hospital.

“Our communities continue to see a
rise in vulnerable populations experi-
encing mental illness, addiction and
homelessness,” Stratford police Chief
Greg Skinner said. “ ... Having a quali-
fied mobile crisis response team worker
available to respond to people in men-
tal-health crisis and provide support
and assessment in the field instead of
apprehending and transporting to hos-
pital is the most efficient and effective
means to make referrals to community
agencies.

“ ... This program has been the most
effective frontline support program to
deal with vulnerable people in our com-
munities. Having a mental illness is not
a crime and that’s why I, as the chief
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of police, am supportive of the mobile
crisis response team program and am
grateful that the Ontario Government
continues to financially support a pro-
gram that has so many benefits to indi-
viduals and our communities of Strat-
ford, St. Marys and Perth South.”

Rae also announced more than
$267,000 over the next two years to
support Perth County OPP’s MCRT en-
hancement program.

“It is great to see our provincial gov-
ernment supporting local police ser-
vices to protect our rural communities,”
Rae said in a press release. “This fund-
ing will help local police services and
health-care workers offer specialized
mental health supports to community
members experiencing a mental health
or addiction crisis. Our government will
continue to support our first respond-
ers.”

In addition to the MCRT Grant fund-
ing, the province is also providing fund-
ing through its Community Safety and
Policing Grant program —nearly $61,000
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for the Perth County OPP thanks to a
joint application between the West Perth
and North Perth detachments, and near-
ly $178,000 for SPS to support the po-
lice service’s purpose-driven responses.

“That grant supports an enhancement
to our special constable corps to support
court security, community visibility and
electronic low priority call response,”
Skinner said. “With the changes to the
Community Safety and Policing Act,
the roles and responsibilities of special
constables have expanded, allowing
them to be assigned to more frontline
duties in communities.”

Skinner said SPS is in the process of
hiring four additional special consta-
bles, adding to the service’s six current
special constables for a total of 10.

“We will be implementing a deploy-
ment model that supports the three pri-
orities listed above. We have heard from
the community that they would like
more visibility in the downtown cores
during peak hours over and above the
summer period and provide visibility in

identified areas of concern within our
policing jurisdiction. With these new
positions, we intend to provide that in-
creased visibility and add to the sense
of safety and security that our residents
feel as they’re out enjoying what our
communities have to offer,” Skinner
said.

In addition to adding more special
constables, Skinner said the police ser-
vice continues to leverage technology
to support community safety including
cameras, lighting, signage, drones and
automated licence plate readers, all of
which play a role in preventing, detect-
ing and solving crime.

Wellington County will also receive
more than $187,000 through the Com-
munity Safety and Policing Grant pro-
gram to support the Wellington Fraud
Prevention and Response Strategy.

“Our government is taking decisive
action to protect Ontario by ensuring
police have the tools, resources and
partnerships they need to keep our com-
munities safe,” said Ontario Solicitor
General Michael Kerzner in the press
release.

The Community Safety and Policing
Grant program is part of the govern-
ment’s $91-million investment to sup-
port policing initiatives that focus on lo-
cal or provincial priorities and provides
eligible police services or boards and
municipalities policed by the OPP with
funding to deploy frontline officers
where and when they are needed most.

For 2025-2026 and 2026-2027, 36
police services and OPP detachments
across the province will receive approx-
imately $9 million through the MCRT
Enhancement Grant to increase the ca-
pacity of mobile crisis response teams.
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FROM THE HARRIS-GREIG AUTO TEAM

Hours: Mon-Thur 8-5:30, Fri 8-5 | 402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON | Ph: 519.284.1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM

Holiday Howes of Opeation:

Tuesday, December 23, 2025 8:30 - 4:30 pm
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 8:30 - 12:00 pm
Friday, January 2, 2026 8:30 - 4:30 pm
We will be closing on Wednesday, December 24, 2025 at 12:00 pm

We will reopen on Friday, January 2, 2026 at 8:30 am for regular business hours

e -
Wishing you.a Merry Christmas and a safe holiday.season!

| ¥




Thursday, December 18, 2025

St. Marys Independent

Rotary Exchange student Samir Zogbi talks about life

in Argentina

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Samir Zogbi shares with the St. Marys Rotary Club informa-

tion about his home country, Argentina.

WENDY LAMOND
Independent Reporter

The St. Marys Rotary Club held its last
meeting of the year on Monday, Dec. 12,
during which members welcomed in-
bound exchange student Samir Zogbi,
who delivered a presentation about his
home country, Argentina.

Zogpbi started off by thanking Erin and
David Dunbar, his current host family.
He has been in Canada for three months
and plans on staying for seven more. In
his time here so far, he has visited Niag-
ara Falls, Kitchener, London and Strat-
ford, as well as Toronto to see a soccer
match.

“I thought it was amazing,” Zogbi said
of his trip to Niagara Falls. “The size
and the power of the water are incred-
ible, and I also really liked the streets
around the falls.”

His favourite part of St. Marys is how

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Pictured, from left, are David and Erin Dunbar — Rotary Exchange student Samir Zogbi’s first host family — Zogbi, Marg and

Bernie Vandonk — his current host family — and Mark Oliver, the youth services Rotary rep.

quiet the town is — and maple syrup!

Zogbi’s presentation started with an
introduction of Argentina. He talked
about where it is located and shared that
it has a population of more than 47 mil-
lion people. The capital city of Argenti-
na is Buenos Aires and it is known for
its diverse culture, beautiful landscapes
and fascinating history.

Next, he shared about the traditional
cuisine of the country. Asado, which
consists of beef, pork, chicken and cho-
rizo, is cooked on an open fire or grill
and is a crowd favourite, as is Locro, a
hearty stew, and empanadas, baked or
fried turnovers. When it comes to cul-
ture and traditions, Argentina is known
for its vibrant folk music as well as the
tango that was founded in Buenos Aires.

Soccer is one of Argentina’s passions
with some big-name players like Lio-
nel Messi and Diego Maradona coming
from there.

Planning on travelling to Argentina?
Zogbi shared a couple of the must-see
tourist spots, the first being the Perito
Moreno Glacier located in Patagonia
and the other being Iguazu Falls, which
is one of seven wonders of nature, boast-
ing over 250 waterfalls.

Zogbi proudly showed the crowd a pic-
ture of his family, including his parents
and his brother, who is planning on vis-
iting and working in the United States.
He also shared a picture of his family
dog.

The city that Zogbi is from is called
Quilmes, where he attends a tech school
called EEST No. 7 IMPA.

Outside of school, Zogbi loves to play
football (soccer).

The local Rotary members asked Zog-
bi how he got involved with the Rotary
Exchange program. He said youth ex-
change programs are a tradition in his
family and he chose to pursue his own

adventure.

After the exchange, Zogbi would like
to pursue a career in law. However, while
in Canada, he would like to see more of
the country and spend some time in the
winter skiing and making memories.

St. Marys resident Clair Dunbar has
been on an exchange in Denmark for the
last three months. She sent an update
letter for the club to share after Zogbi’s
presentation. She is now with her second
host family, is taking Danish lessons,
has met all of the inbound Canadians
and is enjoying being busy and learning
lots.

The Rotary Exchange program is just
one of many great initiatives the Rotary
Club supports. The club is always look-
ing for new members to join and carry
on these important projects. For more
information on the club, visit rotaryst-
marys.ca.

Instead of a card: St. Marys Poetry Circle collection of
winter poems available at Betty’s Bookshelf

ALIZON SHARUN
St. Marys Poetry Circle

It’s a neat idea from a publishing com-
pany, Candlestick Press, in England, to
produce small booklets of poetry which
can be sent “instead of a card.”

Jan Scott at Betty’s Bookshelf on Wa-
ter Street stocks these on a variety of
subjects, and the St. Marys Poetry Cir-
cle has taken this idea and produced
our own collection of seasonal poetry,
Twelve Poems for Winter.

Thanks to Scott, the booklets are on

sale in her bookstore for $20 as a fund-
raiser for the poetry circle. The pack
comes with an envelope and seal for
mailing and a bookmark wide enough
for your own written message.

This is our first ever fundraiser, hav-
ing no membership fees and an ad-hoc
style of organization. Small expenses
are covered by members’ contributions
when needed. However, we would like
to be able to develop some projects this
year that require more formal funding.

As well as regular meetings at Baris-
ta’s on the last Friday of the month where

all are welcome, the St. Marys Poetry
Circle takes part in and organizes events
that add to the artistic life of the town,
a little like the wandering bards of old.
This April, we had a Pop-Up Poetry
Showcase at St. Marys Station Gallery,
with poetry written by pupils of the
Coyote Nature School. Thanks to the St.
Marys BIA, we display poetry in store
windows during April for National Po-
etry month. In August, we helped to cel-
ebrate 150 years of the Riverview heri-
tage home with poems on the front lawn
as part of Doors Open St. Marys and,

in October, we gave a poetry reading
at The Station Gallery inspired by the
paintings of Jane Loucks for her exhibit,
“The Order of Things.”

Come and see the St. Marys Poetry
Circle in action at The Station Gallery
on Dec. 19 in a celebration of art, music
and poetry at the Gallery Soirée, 6:30-
8:30 p.m., and be sure to pop into Bet-
ty’s Bookshelf to browse for gifts in her
festive store and perhaps give the gift of
poetry this year.
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Minor changes to curbside recycling coming Jan. 1 for
St. Marys businesses

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

St. Marys businesses, industries and
institutions (ICI) that rely on Bluewater
Recycling Association’s (BRA) curbside
recycling pickup will see some minor
changes as the province’s producer-re-
sponsibility residential recycling pro-
gram comes into effect on Jan. 1, 2026.

ICI recyclers will need to pay close
attention to the BRA’s pickup schedule
for the new year as the organization pre-
pares to initiate separate pickup days for
residential and ICI recycling. The reason
for that, explained Town of St. Marys
manager of environmental services
Dave Blake, has to do with a number of
new materials that will be accepted for
residential pickup, but not for ICI pick-
up.

“A couple years ago, the province
brought in new regulations for blue-box
recycling across the province. It was a

phased-in approach, so a lot of the phas-
ing in occurred between 2023 and 2025,
with full transition happening Jan. 1,
2026. So that’s why the changes are hap-
pening for ICI properties as of Jan. 1 as
it’s fully transitioned over to producer
responsibility at that point,” Blake said,
referencing the province’s updated Re-
source Recovery and Circular Economy
Act, which puts funding and oversight of
residential recycling in the hands of new
producer responsibility organizations
(PROs).

“ ... Basically, it standardizes the
blue-box recycling program across the
province, so there’s some new materials
that are going to be added to the residen-
tial curbside program as of Jan. 1 such
as tinfoil, aluminum pans or trays, some
takeout Styrofoam packaging, things
like that, and that’s the same wheth-
er you're in St. Marys, Toronto, Parry
Sound, right across the province — it’s
all standardized.”

Since the PROs are only responsible
for residential recycling and the materi-
als that can be recycled by ICI proper-
ties will remain as they are, residential
and ICI recycling must be collected sep-
arately and on different days.

Recently, Blake said representatives
from the BRA have been visiting affect-
ed ICI properties throughout the town —
many of which are businesses located in
the downtown core — informing them of
the changes to the program and swap-
ping out their blue recycling-bin lids
for red ones to help recycling collectors
differentiate between residential and ICI
recycling on pickup days.

While residential pickup days will re-
main the same, ICI pickup will instead
take place on Thursdays on a biweek-
ly schedule. Exact pickup dates for ICI
properties are being distributed by the
BRA through its 2026 recycling sched-
ule, online at www.bra.org/my-services/
st-marys-town/ and through the new

Bluewater Recycling app, which offers
personalized reminders for recycling
collection and special collection days
among other features.

While the town is footing the bill
for ICI recycling collection in 2026 as
the changes are implemented by BRA,
Blake said the recycling association
will have more information on the exact
costs of this modified program prior to
the beginning of council’s budget delib-
erations for 2027. At that time, he said
council will need to decide whether the
town will continue paying for ICI recy-
cling or if it will move to a cost-recovery
model.

For now, Blake is encouraging those
affected by the changes to refer to their
2026 recycling schedules, ensure their
recycling is at the curb by 7 a.m. on
collection day and to be patient as these
changes are implemented at the begin-
ning of the new year.
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From believing in Santa to becoming the spirit of
Christmas: Eight years of giving

JENN NOBLE

Contributed Article

will support families throughout the
holiday season. The remaining funds
will be donated to the local library’s
food pantry.

What started with a handful of Cana-
dian Tire bills quickly grew into a com-
munitywide effort. Each year brought
more donated bottles, more overflow-
ing shopping carts and stronger part-
nerships. Families and friends rolled up
their sleeves to sort bottles and collect
donations while local organizations in-
cluding the Lucan Lions, Lucan Small
Businessmen, Lucan Legion Branch 540
and Nicholas Smith Memorial Group
stood behind the boys year after year.

As Huffman steps away from the toy
drive, this final season closes a chapter
that has shaped both boys in profound
ways. While the initiative may be end-
ing, its legacy will continue in the fam-
ilies it supported, the momentum it in-
spired and the reminder that believing

What began as a six-year-old’s simple
idea, “Let’s make sure every kid has a
great Christmas by collecting Canadian
Tire money and buying toys for kids in
need,” has grown into an eight-year tra-
dition of generosity that has left a last-
ing mark on the community.

For Porter Huffman and Colton Law-
rence, the journey has been nothing
short of extraordinary. They began this
effort as young children who believed
in Santa, and over time, discovered the
real magic of Christmas comes from be-
coming Santa for others. Through their
growing years, the boys witnessed first-
hand how kindness, empathy and deter-
mination can ripple outward to touch
countless lives.

Over the past eight years, Porter &
Colton’s Toy Drive has raised more than
$50,000, with over $8,000 raised in its in Santa can grow into becoming the
final year alone. Those funds have pro- spirit of Christmas itself.
vided toys, food support and gift cards (NANCY BICKELL PHOTO) Huffman and Lawrence extend their
to families across Lucan, St. Marys, Once again, the boys “took over” the St. Marys Canadian Tire, filling carts with over $6,000 sincere and heartfelt thanks to every-
London and surrounding communities, worth of toys and gift cards that will go towards helping many families this Christm_as. one who believed in their mission — the
helping ensure thousands of children Pictured from left to right are Blake Robertson, Porter Huffman, Colton Lawrence, Kaine ., volunteers, businesses, service

. . . Dobinson and Canadian Tire employee Shannon Rooney. o .
experienced the joy of Christmas morn- clubs, friends and neighbours who made
ing. St. Marys Canadian Tire, filling carts Blake Robertson and Kaine Dobinson, eight unforgettable years of giving pos-

A highlight of the 2025 campaign with over $6,000 worth of toys and gift the purchases were delivered directly to sible.
saw the boys once again “take over” cards. With the help of their friends, the Ailsa Craig Food Bank, where they
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St. Marys Legion recognizes winners of annual
National Youth Remembrance Contest

WENDY LAMOND
Independent Reporter

Despite a snowy day, many parents
and students showed up to the Legion
on Thursday night to give recognition to
the winners of the National Youth Re-
membrance Contest.

Every year, schools across the country
have the chance to honour Canada’s vet-
erans through art, writing (poems and
essays) and video.

“It was awesome to see so many stu-
dents with their parents, friends and rel-
atives out to attend the awards ceremo-
ny,” organizer Ken Felkar said. “Of the
27 winners, only five were absent. This
season saw 222 entries in the various
categories.”

There were 10 categories that were
acknowledged. As names were called
for the poster winners, their creative art
was displayed on a screen for the room
to see.

Poster and literary submissions com-
pete first at the local Legion branch level
before the winners move on until they
reach provincial level.

Felkar thanked the students, their
teachers and parents for keeping this an-
nual competition alive.

Congratulations to all the winners.

Primary colour poster

1.Jolee Beech

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

The local winners of the Royal Canadian Legion’s annual National Youth Remembrance Contest, except for five, posed for a picture with
their certificates with St. Marys Legion members Bim Graham, Tom Jenkins, President Reg Rumble and Ken Felkar.

2.Lacey Terpstra
3.Briar Corneil
Junior colour poster
1.Kassy Van Erik
2.Sofia Leclair
3.Rylan Lord
Intermediate colour poster
1.Sophia Johnston
2.Paula Black
3.Maayan Heaton
Senior colour poster
1.Charlie Ferguson

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

FROM THE GC BOYLE LAW TEAM!
We are open December 22, 23, 29th and 30th

2.Bennett Herbert

Junior black-and-white poster
1.Kylie Blake

2.Clark Monteith

3.Ayla Boemer

Intermediate black-and-white poster
1.Saskia-Lyn de Boer

2.Clara Shepley

3.Miljhey Jane Sagapi

Junior essay

1.Reed Martin

2.Grace Jacobs

3.Samantha Wilson
Intermediate essay
1.Tayia Jezard
2.Logan Westman
Junior poetry
1.Grace Jacobs
2.Greyson Gilbert
3. Finn Reid
Intermediate poetry
1.Ryan Zwambag
2.Maaya Heaton
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¥ 25 Water StN. St. Marys 519-284-1030

125 Ontario St., Stratford 519-271-7581
210 Oxford St. E., London 519-432-1663

(3ce  NEW HAMBURG 519.589.1687 | ST. MARYS 519.284-2112

GCBOYLE WWW.GCBOYLELAWFIRM.CA
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“This is just chaos’: UTRCA board opposes consolidation
of conservation authorities

CONNOR LUCZKA

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

At the most recent Upper Thames Riv-
er Conservation Authority (UTRCA)’s
board of directors meeting on Nov. 25,
Brian Petrie, mayor of Ingersoll and one
of the UTRCA’s directors, warned that
municipalities need to wake up.

“I think the problem I have with what’s
going on now, and generally the govern-
ment’s scope, is that local governance
model — whether its school boards,
health units, municipalities, conserva-
tion authorities — is being lost and turned
into an administrative role to levy our
residents for money that the government
changes their priorities on,” Petrie said.
“ ... Unfortunately, if we don’t wake up
as municipalities and put the brakes on
here and fight back ... that’s where I
think the message needs to be.”

Petrie was speaking on the Province
of Ontario’s proposal to consolidate
36 conservation authorities into seven
large regional authorities. The UTRCA,
which covers an area of 3,421 square ki-
lometres and is focused on conservation,
flood control and the preservation of the
watershed, is proposed to amalgamate
with Catfish Creek CA, Essex Region
CA, Grand River CA, Kettle Creek CA,
Long Point Region CA, Lower Thames
Valley CA and St. Clair Region CA to
form the Lake Erie Regional Conserva-
tion Authority. The proposed authority
stretches as southwest as Windsor and
as north as Shelburne. Within its bound-
aries, there would be 81 municipalities
and, to put that into perspective, the
UTRCA is currently composed of 17
municipalities.

As presented by Tracy Annett, gener-
al manager of the UTRCA, there are not
many concrete steps put in place by the
province yet. So far, it has made chang-
es to the Conservation Authorities Act,
including the establishment of a new
agency, the Ontario Provincial Conser-
vation Agency, to provide leadership,

Ll SALES »

SERVYICE

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

governance and strategic direction to
conservation authorities. The changes
to the act were part of Bill 68, the Plan
to Protect Ontario Act, which was intro-
duced and passed without any consulta-
tion.

The province’s news release on the
proposed change states legislation to
create a new Ontario Provincial Con-
servation Agency will be released soon.
The goal of the change is “improving
the province’s conservation authority
system to help get shovels in the ground
faster on homes and other local infra-
structure projects, while strengthening
the vital role conservation authorities
play in managing watersheds and pro-
tecting communities from floods and
natural hazards.”

Petrie was only one of many directors
to voice their frustrations with the idea.
Skylar Franke, London city councillor,
called the legislation “absolute garbage”
and “a big time waste.”

“This is just chaos,” said Tom Heeman
of Thames Centre. “... What we’re look-
ing at; it’s the freight train of inevitabil-
ity. ... The reality is that this is going to
have chaos for the next four years. This
is also downloading from the province
because that board is going to be funded
by municipal taxpayers.”

In a recorded vote, a motion to oppose
the consolidation was nearly unanimous.
Only Peter Cuddy, a London city coun-
cillor, was in favour of consolidation.

In a Dec. 8 post on its website, and in
accordance with the sentiments of its
board, the UTRCA has advised the pub-
lic to tell the province a few key mes-
sages while its public comment period is
still active, including:

Reduce the size of the proposed re-
gion

“The proposed Lake Erie Region-
al Conservation Authority is much too
large to remain responsive and effec-
tive,” the UTRCA advises. “The prov-
ince should consider smaller, more fo-

CONTINUED TO PAGE 17
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The Upper Thames River Conservation Authority (UTRCA) is opposed to a provincial plan to
consolidate 36 conservation authorities into just seven regional conservation authorities.
If approved, UTRCA would join with seven other conservation authorities to form the Lake
Erie Regional Conservation Authority.
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“This is just chaos’: UTRCA board opposes consolidation
of conservation authorities

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

cused regional models that improve
efficiency while preserving local knowl-
edge and relationships.”

Ensure local representation in gov-
ernance

“The UTRCA was created in 1947 as
a partnership between member munici-
palities to use local knowledge and ex-
pertise to make decisions regarding the
management of the watershed’s natural
resources,” the UTRCA writes. “The
17 watershed municipalities appoint a
board of 15 members who determine
the programs and services the UTRCA
provides to watershed communities. A
single board representing 81 municipal-
ities will dilute local voices. The gover-
nance model must ensure meaningful
local representation that balances rural
and urban priorities and interests, so
watershed priorities remain community
driven.”

Keep conservation local

“Local conservation staff and offices
understand the water, land, people and
challenges of the Upper Thames Riv-
er watershed in ways centralized deci-

True partnership,
made from
the Ring of Fire

sion-makers cannot,” the UTRCA advis-
es. “Decisions made from afar will not
reflect the area’s unique environmental,
agricultural and community needs. Lo-
cal expertise is essential for public safe-
ty, environmental protection and the de-
livery of effective community services.”

Protect existing programs and ser-
vices

“The UTRCA delivers programs that
directly support the unique requests and
needs of watershed landowners, munic-
ipalities and communities,” the UTRCA
advises. “Our residents value our spe-
cies-at-risk initiatives (turtles and fish),
environmental education for students,
specialized technical advice and out-
door recreation — but these are just some
of the programs that may be lost under
a centralized, standardized regional
model. These locally developed services
must be protected. A regional model
may lead to reduced service levels, loss
of expertise or diminished community
access for local residents.”

Support efficient planning and per-
mitting

“UTRCA provides timely respons-

There's an area in Northern Ontario
rich with critical minerals. By parthering
with Indigenous leaders to develop
the land, we will create lasting benefits

for all Ontarians.

Learn more at ontario.ca/RingOfFire
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

es and approvals that meet or exceed
provincial timelines,” the UTRCA ad-
vises. “In 2024, 99 per cent of permit
applications were completed within the
provincial guidelines. Regionalizing
permitting must not create delays, bot-
tlenecks or reduced access to technical
expertise.”

Ensure fair and transparent funding

“A regional funding model must be fair
to rural municipalities and avoid cost
shifts that disadvantage small commu-
nities,” the UTRCA advises. “Member
municipalities contribute 34 per cent of
the UTRCA’s operating budget through
levies and cost-sharing agreements, 34
per cent is self-generated through user
fees and donations, and 30 per cent is
obtained through applications to foun-
dations and other levels of government
to leverage municipal contributions and
provide more robust programs to water-
shed residents. The provincial contribu-
tions represent just two per cent of the
UTRCA’s operating budget.”

Recognize the value of UTRCA’s lo-
cal assets

“The UTRCA owns and/or manages

more than 5,790 hectares (14,300 acres)
of land within the watershed,” the UTR-
CA advises. “Decisions about lands and
resources should stay close to the com-
munities that use and care for them.”
Maintain the principles of integrat-
ed watershed management
“Watershed decisions should be based
on science, geography and local hydrol-
ogy, not overly large administrative
boundaries,” the UTRCA advises.
Ask the province to listen to local
communities
“The province should carefully con-
sider input from municipalities, land-
owners, conservation authorities and
community groups before any final de-
cision is made,” the UTRCA concludes.
Comments from the public will be ac-
cepted by the province until Dec. 22 at
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-1257.
The UTRCA is also asking the public
to provide comments to their local MPP
— Matthew Rae in Perth-Wellington.
With files from Jeff Helsdon, Tillson-
burg Post editor.

PROTECT
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WATER STREET

DENTISTRY

NEW PATIENTS
WELCOME

DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING
We Accept Canadian Dental
Care Plan (CDCP) and Ontario
Seniors Dental Care Plan.
Some of our services
- General Dentistry
- Dental Implants
- Dentures
- Dental Extractions

- Sedation Dentistry

Q (226) 661-0192

B waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
@ 60 Water St. St. Marys, ON N4X 1B6

Town of St. Marys holiday

hours 2025

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
Staff Contribution

The following hours will be in effect
for Town of St. Marys services for the
2025 holiday season:

Administrative offices (town hall
and municipal operations centre)

- Closed from Dec. 24 at 12 p.m. to
Jan. 5, 2026, at 8:30 a.m.

Adult learning

- Closed from Dec. 19 at 4:30 p.m. to
Jan. 5, 2026, at 9:30 a.m.

Child-care centre and Before and
After School program

- Child-care centre closed from Dec.
24 at 11:30 a.m. to Jan. 5, 2026 at 7 a.m.

- Before and After School program
closed from Dec. 19 at 5:30 p.m. to Jan.
5,2026 at 7 a.m.

- Winter Break Camp running Dec.
22 and 23 from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Community outreach

- Closed from Dec. 24 at 12 p.m. to
Jan. 5, 2026, at 8:30 a.m.

- For non-emergent needs, contact
communityoutreach@town.stmarys.
on.ca or Stratford Social Services at
519-271-3773 ext. 200

- For emergent needs, contact Strat-
ford Police Service at 911

EarlyON Centre

- Closed from Dec. 24 at 10:30 a.m. to
Jan. 5, 2026, at 8 a.m.

Friendship Centre/senior services

- Closed from Dec. 23 at 4:30 p.m. to
Jan. 5, 2026, at 8:30 a.m.

- For in-home support throughout the
holiday season, contact the Friendship
Centre at 519-284-3272 prior to Dec.
23.

Landfill

- Closed on the following regular days
of operation (Tuesday, Wednesday, Fri-
day, Saturday):

- Dec. 24 at 12 p.m.

- Dec. 25 and 26

- Dec. 31 at 12 p.m.

- Jan. 1, 2026

Library

- Open Dec. 24, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m,,

Dec. 29-30, 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m., and
Dec. 31, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

- Closed Dec. 25-28 and Jan. 1, 2026

- Open Jan. 2, 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Jan. 3, 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Museum and archives

- Closed from Dec. 24 at 12 p.m. to
Jan. 5, 2026, at 9 a.m.

Mobility services

The mobility services and EasyRide
offices will be closed from Dec. 23 at 4
p-m. to Jan. 5, 2026. Staff will be avail-
able to respond to inquiries at 519-284-
4010 during this time.

Transportation services can be of-
fered for prearranged bookings from
Dec. 22 to Jan. 5, 2026. Please call 519-
284-4010 to reserve your spot. Rides
must be booked by Dec. 18 at 4 p.m.

Pyramid Recreation Centre

- Arena and rooms closed Dec. 24 at
3 p.m. to end of day Dec. 26; reopening
Dec. 27 at 6:30 a.m.

- Arena and rooms closed Dec. 31 at 3
p.m. to end of day Jan. 1, 2026; reopen-
ing Jan. 2, 2026, at 6:30 a.m.

- Holiday Break Day Camp runs
Dec. 22, 23, 29 and 30 as well as Jan.
2, 2026. Program hours are 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. (pre-register at www.townofst-
marys.com/activenet)

Service Ontario

- Closed from Dec. 24 at 12 p.m. to
Jan. 5, 2026, at 8:30 a.m.

Train station

- No change to station hours

- Visit www.viarail.ca for train sched-
uling

Youth centre

- Closed from Dec. 20 at 6:30 p.m. to
Jan. 5, 2026, at 3:30 p.m.

Waste and recycling collection

- Running as scheduled throughout
the holiday season

Any updates will be posted to the
town website (townofstmarys.com),
Facebook page (facebook.com/st-
marysontario) and X account (twitter.
com/townofstmarys) as soon as they
are available.

Lianne Rood
Member of Parliament
Middlesex-London

liannerood.ca
lianne.rood@parl.gc.ca
519-245-6561
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Holiday magic down at Milt Dunnell Field

Locals were treated to horse-drawn wagon rides as part of the town’s winter festivities at

Milt Dunnell Field over the weekend.

(ALEX HUNT PHOTO)

(ALEX HUNT PHOTO)

The Winter Lights illuminated the park, welcoming the spirit of Christmas.

Renovations to PRC aquatics centre officially finished

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
Staff Contribution

The Town of St. Marys has announced the renova-
tions at the Pyramid Recreation Centre (PRC) aquat-
ics centre are finished, and the facility will once again
open to visitors.

The town will re-open the doors to the aquatics cen-
tre on Wednesday, Dec. 17 with a grand-opening event
to follow on Saturday, Jan. 24, 2026. The December
soft-opening date will be the launch of all regular pro-
gramming including aquafit, lane swims, open swims
and rentals. There will be several additional open
swims throughout the holiday season. Registration for
these programs will begin on Tuesday, Dec. 16, at 11
a.m. through ActiveNet.

New this year, St. Marys residents will have priority
access to swimming-lesson registration through Ac-
tiveNet on Monday, Dec. 22, at 9 a.m. Registration for
swimming lessons to non-residents will open Tuesday,
Dec. 23, at 9 a.m. Swimming lessons will resume the
week of Jan. 5, 2026.

The aquatics centre is offering free Swim Level As-
sessments in December. Swimmers can meet with an
instructor to determine their abilities and get a recom-
mended level to register for swimming lessons. Visit
www.townofstmarys.com/aquaticscentre to view the
full holiday schedule for more information.

Leadership courses will start on Sunday, Jan. 11,
2026. Programs offered will include Bronze Medal-
lion, Bronze Cross, and Swim Instructors. Registration
for these courses will begin on Tuesday, Dec. 16, at 11

ST- MARYS FARMERS' MARKET
Pyramid Centre pop-up
winter market!

Local is perfect for last-minute celebrations!
Saturday, Dec. 20

Limited edition market calendars available;

makes a great gift!

8 a.m. to noon

= |.' MARYS 317 James St. S.

a.m. through ActiveNet.

Membership passes and pool rentals will be available
with the 2025 rates until Dec. 31, 2025. The town en-
courages individuals to take advantage of this current
pricing while rates still apply. To view a full list of
rates, visit www.townofstmarys.com/aquaticscentre.

The highly anticipated grand-opening event will be
taking place on Saturday, Jan. 24, 2026. This event
will feature a big splash, ribbon cutting, giveaways,
free swim times and other celebratory fun! More de-
tails will be announced soon on the Town of St. Marys’
website, Facebook and X/Twitter accounts.

“We understand how much this reopening means

to our community, and we are dedicated to providing
a safe, enjoyable experience for all,” said Mayor Al
Strathdee in a press release.

“Our staff are ready to greet patrons in the refreshed
space, and we look forward to seeing families, swim-
mers and visitors make new memories in the facility
once again,” added director of community services
Stephanie Ische.

As the aquatics centre re-opens its doors, the Town
of St. Marys invites everyone to rediscover the revi-
talized space. With refreshed facilities, dedicated staff
and a renewed commitment to community wellness,
there has never been a better time to dive back in.

FROM ALL OF Us AT

SELECT REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

We wish each of you a safe and
Happy Christmas and a new year
filled with abundance

www,.peakselect.ca

519-284-4646
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Dear Santa, Dear Santa, Dear Santa, Hello Santa,

My name is Aiden. This year
I have been trying to clean my
room. Sometimes [ clean win-
dows. For Christmas I want a
blue stuffy toy and a Magic Mix-
ie. Are there lots of presents in
the North Pole?

Love, Aiden Grade 1 Little Falls

Dear Santa,

My name is Emmi. I am making
good choices at school this year. I
put my Christmas tree up. I would
like a surfboard for Christmas.
Do you like the colour red?
Love, Emmi Grade 1 Little Falls

Dear Santa,

My name is Sam. This year [ have
been good at Math. I want a boat
with a claw and a Mosasaurus.
Do your reindeers switch turns
with pulling the sleigh?

Love, Sam Grade 1 Little Falls

Dear Santa,

My name is Lydia. This year [ am
trying my best at hockey. I want
a phone and a humungous stuffy
and an angel stuffy. Do you real-
ly give kids presents?

Love, Lydia Grade 1 Little Falls

Dear Santa,

My name is Jayson. I have been
working on keeping my room
clean. I want a shelf to put my
toys on and more bunnies too. Do
you have bunnies in the North
Pole?

Love, Jayson Grade 1 Little Falls

Dear Santa,

My name is Bentley. This year I
am helping my brother and doing
chores. For Christmas I want a
remote control truck. How do you
deliver the presents in a night?
Do you use magic?

Love, Bentley Grade 1 Little
Falls
Dear Santa,

My name is Tori. This year I have
been helping people when they
get hurt. I would like a stuffy kit-
ten for Christmas and a phone for
Christmas. Does Rudolph always
lead your sleigh?

Love, Tori Grade 1 Little Falls

My name is Fletcher. I’ve been
good this year. I work hard at
school. I want a phone and a toy
car. I will give you cookies and
milk. How do your elves fly?
Love, Fletcher Grade 1 Little
Falls

Dear Santa,

My name is Abby. This year I
want to try to not put garbage
on the table. I want an American
Girl Doll. Do you ever take a va-
cation?

Love, Abby Grade 1 Little Falls

Dear Santa,

My name is Ronnie. This year I
am trying not to fight with my
brothers. I hope to get a snow-
board for Christmas. What is
your favourite type of apple?
Have a good Christmas.

Love, Ronnie Grade 1 Little Falls

Dear Santa,

My name is Marla. This year
I’ve been trying to learn Math.
And I’ve been trying to clean my
room. I want to get a fluffy car-
pet and a cute stuffy and some
Christmas stuff. Does Rudolph
ever ride in the sleigh?

Love, Marla Grade 1 Little Falls

Dear Santa,

My name is Addilyn. This year I
have been tidying the house all by
myself. I want a Magic Mixie and
some new clothes. What cookies
are Mrs. Claus’s favourite?

Love, Addilyn Grade 1 Little
Falls

Dear Santa,

My name is Kinsley. This year I
have been cleaning the house. 1
want a fake dog that is hurt and
comes with a cast. What is Mrs.
Claus’s favourite kind of cookie?

Love, Kinsley Grade 1 Little
Falls
Dear Santa,

My name is Gabby. This year I
have been trying to not argue with
Lydia. I want a pair of gloves for
Christmas. Thank you for calling
me. Is there a Mrs. Claus? Merry
Christmas Santa.

Love, Gabby Grade 1 Little Falls

My name is Aidan. This year I
have been trying to be good to
my brother and my dad and my
mom. How does the North Pole
make the reindeer fly? I want
some Blade Blades and a Blade
Blade Stadium.

Love, Aidan Grade 1 Little Falls

Dear Santa,

My name is Grayson. I am try-
ing to feed my dog its food. It is
so fun to play with my dog. Do
you like ice cream? I want new
colourful markers for Christmas.
Love, Grayson Grade 1 Little
Falls

Dear Santa,

My name is Daxton. This year
I’ve been nice to my brothers. I
would like Rubux and a tablet
and a phone for Christmas. How
do your reindeer fly?

Love, Daxton Grade 1 Little Falls

Dear Santa,

My name is Lauren. This year
I helped do some chores. For
Christmas I want some art, a
Pokemon poster and some books.
How do the reindeer learn how to
fly?

Love, Lauren Grade 1 Little Falls

Dear Santa,

My name is Lincoln. This year I
am trying to get better at UFLI. |
would like Blade Blades, a phone
and a racecar track. How do you
get people presents who don’t
have a chimney?

Love, Lincoln Grade 1 Little
Falls
Dear Santa,

My name is Cora. This year I
am trying to not fight with my
sisters. Can I have a phone for
Christmas? Can I have a humon-
gous stuffy? What kind of cake
do you like?

Love, Cora Grade 1 Little Falls

Dear Santa,

I am a grade one student at Little
Falls Public School. I like to play
hockey. I play on a St. Mary’s
team. I would like a bracelet
making kit.

From, Austin

I am a grade one student at Lit-
tle Falls Public School. I love
cuddling with my family. I have
been very good this year. What I
would like this year, I would like
an art kit and a Bluey kit.

Your friend, Blake

To Santa,

I am a grade one student at Little
Falls Public School. I love play-
ing board games with my mom.
From, Alexander

Dear Santa,

I am a grade one student at Little
Falls Public School. I like playing
with all of my cousins because
they are funny and I like them.
When I go to my Nana and Papa’s
house, I like to go to gymnastics.
From, Lennon

To Santa,

My name is Hailey. I am in grade
one at Little Falls Public School.
I love you Santa! We are going to
Mexico because my parents are
getting married. I like that you
travel around the world and you
give people presents.

Best wishes, Hailey

Hi Santa,

My name is Landon. I am in
grade one. I am at Little Falls
Public School. I do my chores. 1
do my work. I want a new Lego
set. I love you Santa.

Best wishes, Landon

Dear Santa,

I am a student at Little Falls Pub-
lic School. I am in grade one. I
like my family. I like gymnastics.
I want a real life microphone.
Love from your friend, Nyla

To Santa,

I am in grade one at Little Falls
Public School. I like playing
games. | want a skateboard.
Love, Logan

Dear Santa,

My name is Gabe. [ am in grade
one at Little Falls Public School.
I do chores. I love you Santa. I
would like a Stitch hat or stuffy.
Love, Gabe

-

Pt L ke C

Hi Santa,

I am in grade one at Little Falls
Public School. I love my family.
I like to play hide and go seek.
I like to play games. I want a DJ
Furby and I want a snap bracelet
and a stuffy.

Best wishes, Audra

Dear Santa,

My name is Layton, I am in grade
one at Little Falls Public School.
I play with my family. I am nice. I
think I am on the nice list. I want
a Fornite nerf gun and a 7 11 sign
and a teal water bottle.

Love, Layton

Dear Santa,

My name is Nash. I am 6 years
old. I am in grade one at Lit-
tle Falls Public School. I wish I
could see you. For Christmas I
would like a Mr. Bean toy please.
I hope I’'m on the good list. I love
you!

Love, Nash

Hello Santa,

I am a student at Little Falls Pub-
lic School. T am in grade one. I
like playing Transformers with
my grandpa. I want Optimus
Prime for Christmas.

From, Maddox

Dear Santa,

I am a student at a Little Falls
Public School. I am in grade one.
I am proud of myself. I am learn-
ing new things. I want a toy jeep.
From, Beckham

Dear Santa,

I am a student at Little Falls Pub-
lic School. I am in grade one. I
like my elf Holly. I like cuddling
with my family. I want a kitten.
Love, Nellie

Hi Santa,

My name is Jada. I am a great sis-
ter. I want a lamborghini and my
dad will drive it.

From, Jada

Hi Santa,

My name is Lucy. I am in grade
one at Little Falls Public School.
I love school days because there
is a lot of fun. I want a Barbie set
and I would like a black skirt. I
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have been very good this year. I
want an elf on a shelf.
Love, Lucy

Dear Santa,

My name is Winnie. I am in
grade one at Little Falls Pub-
lic School. I have been good at
school. I love to spend time with
my family. For Christmas I want
a Labooboo and a closet for it. I
want a DJ Furby and I also want
a stuffy.

Love, Winnie

Dear Santa,

My name is Sophie,

I am in grade one at Little Falls
Public School. I like to spend
time with my family and I like
to play hide and seek. I love you
Santa.

Best wishes, Sophia

Hi Santa,

I am in grade one at Little Falls
Public School. I like my fami-
ly. My favourite food is chicken
nuggets. I am a great sister. My
sister is the best.

Yours, Saylor

Dear Santa,

My name is Lincoln. I am a
grade one student at Little Falls
Public School. T have been kind
and helpful this year. I would
like Kirby toys,

I will look for your sled in the
sky!

Love, Lincoln

Dear Santa,

My name is Anna. I am a grade
one student at Little Falls Pub-
lic School. I have been good at
skating. If [ try something I don’t
give up! I want a doll house and
I also want a doll car. I have a
cat. Can you get a present for it?
I also want my Mom to be hap-
py! I would like roller skates and
a DJ Furby. Thank you, Santa!
Love, Anna

Dear Santa,
My name is Jude. I am a grade

one student at Little Falls Pub-
lic School. I have been working
hard at adding and subtracting
and writing heart words. I am a
good big brother and I love rain-
bow colours! For Christmas, I
would like number blocks and
a Pokemon eraser. 1 also like
Squishmallows and Minecraft.
Love, Jude

Dear Santa,

My name is Lukas. I am a grade
one student at Little Falls Public
School. I have been good to my
family. I want an art set and a DJ
Furby. Have a safe flight!

From, Lukas

Dear Santa,

My name is Sterling.

I am a grade one student at Little
Falls Public School. I am good at
home. I washed my mom’s car. 1
am good at lego. I want Robux
and a toy house. I will leave milk
and cookies for you.

Love, Sterling

Dear Santa,

My name is Noah. [ am a grade
one student at Little Falls Pub-
lic School. I have fun with my
family at Great Wolf Lodge.
For Christmas I would like an
Adopt-me Egg. I want Easton
to have baby toys. I am getting
better at drawing and I have been
great at working. I hope you are
safe, Santa!

Love, Noah

Dear Santa,

My name is Kelson. I am a grade
one student at Little Falls Public
School. T am practicing riding
my bike. I help my mom shov-
el. For Christmas, I would like
a lego set. I will leave you some
cookies and milk.

From, Kelson

Dear Santa,

My name is Lidia.l am a grade
one student at Little Falls Public
School. T have been listening to

my mom and dad and my sisters.
I have been kind to my friends.
This year I want a big unicorn
for Christmas. I love my family!
Best wishes, Lidia

Dear Santa,

My name is Remy. I am a grade
one student at Little Falls Pub-
lic School. I am working hard
on reading and writing. I would
like an Angel Stitch stuffy. I will
leave you milk and cookies,
Your friend, Remy

Dear Santa,

My name is Dalton. I am a grade
one student at Little Falls Pub-
lic School. I am helping at home
with my baby sister. I would like
Hot Wheelz cars. I want my dog
to get a bone.

Love you Santa, Dalton

Dear Santa,

My name is Owen. | am a grade
one student at Little Falls Pub-
lic School. I have been trying
to be good and listen at school
this year. I have a sister and I
want my sister to get everything
she wants. I want a remote con-
trol car that has wheels that flip
around. I also have a dog. Can
you get him a bone? I want a Mi-
necraft book for Christmas. It’s
cold, let’s build. Milk and cook-
ies for you!

From, Owen

Dear Santa,

My name is Wren. [ am a grade
one student at Little Falls Public
School. I have been so good this
year. Can my dog have a bone?
Can I have a remote control car?
I have been really good! I think
that Santa is the best ever!

From, Wren

Dear Santa,

My name is Tianna. I am a grade
one student at Little Falls Pub-
lic School. I have been kind this
year. | want a red coat for my
dog. I want a desk to do work
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on. I will leave you a cookie!
Love, Tianna

Dear Santa,

My name is [sabella.  am a grade
one student at Little Falls Public
School. I have been kind to my
mom, dad and cousins this year.
I would like for Christmas some
face paint and a DJ Furby. I hope
you make it to my home.

Love, Isabella

Dear Santa,

My name is Zoe. I am a grade
one student at Little Falls Pub-
lic School. I want a DJ Furby. 1
want a kitty and a puppy. I want
rollerskates. I want a motorcycle.
I want a My Little Live Pet dog.
Stay warm, Zoe

Dear Santa,

My name is Burk. I am a grade
one student at Little Falls Public
School. T was good this year. 1
was cleaning up my living room
and doing chores. I want a DJ
Furby and a Labubu.

Love, Burk

Dear Santa,

My name is Liam and I am in
grade one at Little Falls Pub-
lic School. I have been really
good this year. I help shovel the
snow with my mom. I would like

Beyblades and a creepy spider
or snake. I will give you some
cookies.

Your friend, Liam

Dear Santa,

My name is Adelaid, I am a
grade one student at Little Falls
Public School. I love my parents.
You would be proud of me for
making my brother feel better.
I would like a Ningago set that
has two dragons. I would like a
cute puppy stuffy and an Eevee
and Pikachu stuffy. Have a good
time with the reindeers!

Love, Adelaide

Dear Santa,

My name is Weston. [ am a grade
one student at Little Falls Public
School. I have been nice to my
sister and my friends this year.
Santa, I would like a Transform-
er. I am hoping I get one. Safe
travels.

From, Weston

Dear Santa,

My name is Kaydan. I am a
grade one student at Little Falls
Public School. I have been good
at school and I have been nice to
my brother. I want a baby high
chair and a Stitch Lego set.
Love, Kaydan

Join me for a Free Skate!

Monday, December 22, 2025 - 1:00 pm - 2:.50 pm

Stratford Rotary Complex
353 McCarthy Rd, Stratford, ON N5A 7S7

Free treats and refreshments will be provided

MATTHEW RAE

MPP - Perth—Wellington

519-272-0660 * matthew.rae@pc.ola.org

matthewrae.ca
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The commumty gives back at Christmas time

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTOS)

The annual Salvation Army Christmas Food Drive was held at Your Independent Grocer and Foodland Dec. 13 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Many people were very giving and one anonymous
man donated 17 turkeys and two cartloads full of all the trimmings for many lovely Christmas dinners. Above left, pictured from left, are Salvation Army representative Michael Tigani,
volunteer Steve Goad, Stratford Police Service Const. Wanda Hughes and auxiliary Const. Moriah Myers-Bedfore. Above right, firefighters donated their time to help with the Salvation
Army food drive at Your Independent Grocer Dec. 13. Pictured from left are firefighters Darcy Robinson, Devin Oliver, Mark Manzano, John Becker and Mike McKone.
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Find Your Perfect Match: Pre-Owned Cars for Every Taste and Budget!

W 2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON “T“‘:&Z‘?if”fg
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Ny www.stratfordnissan.com

STORE HOWRS SALES: Mon-Thu. 2:00-8:00; Fri-5at. 9:00-6:00 PARTS & SERVICE: Mon-5at, 8:.00-5.00
*Our Service Department is Now Open on Saturdays®
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PERTH COUNTY OPP

I~

PARKIT. LOCKIIT. POCKET.

Over half of stolen vehicles had the keys left inside.
Know the risks. Don’t be an easy target.

CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design)

Proactive approach to reduce crime by designing and organizing spaces so homes and businesses are safer and
harder for criminals to target.

Good news! Perth County residents can request a FREE Assessment to identify vulnerabilities in their homes and PERTH COUNTY OPP
receive advice on safeguarding their property. Contact Perth County OPP to learn more! (519) 393-6123

CAMSAFE (Volunteer Registry of Security Cameras)
g | g

Volunteer registry aimed at keeping our community safe and informing police if any cameras are available in —E
the neighbourhood. _I'E

CAMSAFE does not have access to footage or cameras - only basic contact info. Delete your information or

account at any time. Register any cameras with as many or as few details as you wish. Visit camsafe.ca to learn CAMSAEE

| Non-Emergency Line: 1-888-310-1122 |
ﬁ

Wlery Clvistnas, and. oll e best . 2026

from Black’s Financial Services

Black’s Financial Services Inc. 14 Wellington Street South, St. Marys, ON
INSURANCE « INVESTMENTS « FINANCIAL CONSULTING Tel: (519)-284-1340 « Toll Free: 1-866-287-8432
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DCVI Junior Girls Volleyball team wins pair to start season

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

The St. Marys DCVI Junior Girls Volleyball team
scored back-to-back victories to open their season
when they defeated Central Huron and Listowel on
Dec. 10.

Head coach Cooper Preszcator said the start gives
the team a great foundation to build off.

“Starting as well as we have should be really good
for the rest of the season,” Preszcator told the Inde-
pendent. “We should be able to keep going forward
with that. Typically, you don’t move backwards as a
team and starting off this hot in our first two games is
a great starting point.”

After falling in a close first set in their first game of
the day against Central Huron by a score of 25-22, the
Salukis won back-to-back sets to win the game with
scores of 25-18 and 25-21. Preszcator called it a “great
first game” for the junior girls.

“Going in, we talked about making smart plays and
they made lots of smart plays,” said Preszcator. “We
had some snow days that gave us more practices, so
we were able to work on a lot more before you would
normally get to before a first game, and they listen to
everything, from Joey (Binning) letting the ball fall
off the net before hitting it to just making the smart
play over the net instead of hitting it.”

Preszcator explained the squad’s mental fortitude
was on display throughout the day.

“Their mental attitudes and mental awareness im-
press me. They are able to recoup after a few lost
points and take a breath, and just get back into it and
get some points on our side again. In practice, we
talked about always being ready, and that’s something
they did really well.”

DCVI faced Listowel in their second game of the

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTOS)

On the left, Emma Hodkinson winds up to serve the ball during one of the St. Marys DCVI junior girls volleyball team’s two
games on Dec. 9. On the right, Aubrey Cousineau bumps the ball into the air.

day and continued to roll after their strong finish
to the first game, beating the visiting team in two
straight sets by scores of 25-20 and 25-21.

According to Preszcator, several factors went into
their early-season success.

“I was extremely happy with the pace at which the
girls began the game with. The first game was a bit
of a slow start, but in the first set of the second game,
they came out swinging. I think the key to winning
early on in the season is consistency. We had consis-
tency in serving, passing and effort, which was the

driving force behind these wins.

“Another factor to help us win was the snow days
that delayed our start,” Preszcator continued. “This
allowed us time to work on rotation and positioning
as a team. The girls worked hard in practice so that
in the game, they could focus on passing and hitting
rather than spending their effort on positioning.”

Preszcator added the junior girls brought incredible
positivity even during moments of adversity.

“Being new to junior girls sports, this level of com-
petition honestly caught me off guard. It was so awe-

Mom-Fri: 8am-5pm
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some to see the girls grinding for every point. They
did a fantastic job at being ready in the defensive po-
sition, which made it hard for the opponents to score.
On top of this, they maintained good attitudes. When
we called timeouts, they were able to regroup and re-
focus on the task at hand. They did a good job at not
blaming each other for the past but rather encourag-
ing each other to work hard for the next point, saying,
‘We got this girls,” or, ‘One good pass and we’re back
in this.” ”
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The Hitching Post

THERE'S STILL TIME
TO FIND SOMETHING!

ART
WORKSHOPS

WATERCOLOUR, ACRYLIC
PAINTING, DRAWING AMD MORE!
GROUPR, PRIVATE, AND PARTY
SESSIONS HOW AVAILABLE

FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN

See our website for schedule and details:
www.stmarysstationgallery.ca

+ Gift Cards

+ Stocking Stuffers

+ Winter Clothing
Farm Toys § more!

Gift caertificates available!

519-284-2360 (CEED

480 Queen St W, St.Marys
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SMRA hosts annual Snipers Ringette Tournament
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(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTOS)

Pictured on the left is Eleena Rundle shooting the ring on net during the FUN1 St. Marys Snipers’ game during the St. Marys Ringette Association (SMRA) Snipers’ Tournament hosted Dec.
12-14. On the right is Clara Marcaccio flinging the ring on goal for a scoring chance.

Ve

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTOS)

Pictured on the left is Everly Graham sending the ring up the ice during one of the FUN2 St. Marys Snipers’ games during the Snipers’ Tournament. On the right is Adelaide Burnham
readying to fire a shot on target.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTOS)

Pictured on the left is Natalie Reay releasing a shot during one of the Open A 18+ St. Marys Snipers’ games at the Snipers’ Tournament. On the right, Richelle Forrester drops to a knee as
she launches the ring on goal.
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Lincs navigate up-and-down back-to-backs for pair of wins

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

Seldom have the scoring summaries of two games
been less indicative of how the contests actually played
out than the St. Marys Lincolns’ back-to-back wins
over the Stratford Warriors on Dec. 11 and St. Thomas
Stars on Dec. 12.

The Lincolns had their first faceoff against their ri-
vals from Stratford, and while they came away with a
4-2 victory, according to head coach Jeff Bradley, it
was not the performance the team was hoping for.

“I did not think we were good at all,” Bradley said.
“I thought it was an incredibly disappointing effort. We
won basically because of Brogan (Colquhoun) and be-
cause of Lincoln (Moore). We didn’t have it going and
we were forced to defend and that’s something we do
very well, and we had to sell out to do it with a lot of
blocked shots.”

Evan Arnold gave the Warriors a 1-0 lead midway
through the first period, but Lincoln Moore tied the
game for St. Marys with just under five minutes to go
in the period. Moore’s goal was arguably the first and
only high-quality scoring chance of the opening frame
for the Lincolns, who were stymied by the stingy War-
riors defence. And while the Lincolns managed a few
more chances in the final two periods than they did
in the first, Bradley noted he wasn’t pleased with the
team’s execution at any point in the game.

“We were second to every puck,” said Bradley. “We
lost most of the battles. We turned pucks over. The only
good thing that came out of that were the two points, but
that wasn’t our only goal. It was our first time playing
Stratford this season, so we had a message we wanted
to send, but we didn’t send any type of good message.”

Moore scored again just 96 seconds into the middle
stanza before Devun Colebrook buried his 10th of the
season in the final minute of the second period. Moore
completed the hat-trick just 52 seconds into the third
with Max Wildfong cutting the Lincolns’ lead back to
two with a goal at 16:19 mark of the final frame.

Bradley credited Moore and Colquhoun, who made 36
saves in the Lincolns’ crease, as being the only bright
spots in the team’s otherwise-lacklustre showing.

“It’s been great for Lincoln (Moore) as of late,” Brad-
ley said. “In the game against Chatham at home (on
Dec. 5), he sat a little bit and I think he took that mes-
sage to heart because every single shift since then, he’s
been in beast mode. Lincoln knows how important he is
to our team, not only production-wise but as a kid who
can do it all. When he’s engaged, there’s nobody that’s
going to stop him.”

Lincs’ dominance finally pays off in barn-burning
comeback win

Just 24 hours later, the Lincolns delivered arguably
one of their most complete games of the season, a feat
not reflected in the scoresheet, which showed the Lincs
as going down 3-0 to the St. Thomas Stars in the first
period and staying down by three through two periods.

George Matsos scored a pair for the Stars before
Luke Wachowiak extended the St. Thomas lead to 3-0.
Vaughn Barr was pulled to start the second period.

Despite the deficit, there was no question in anyone’s
mind that the only reason the Stars were in control of
the scoreboard was goaltender William Camputaro,
who stoned the Lincolns for the first 40 minutes.

Bradley explained how he felt very positive all game
long behind the bench despite his squad trailing by
three at the end of two periods.

“From puck drop, we were outstanding. I thought it
was a complete game by us. There were a couple break-
downs, specifically on the first two goals, but other
than that, I thought we dominated the game, the pos-
session, the shots and the scoring chances. St. Thomas
really didn’t have much at all.”

“We were getting beat by a goalie, but we kept go-
ing. It’s easy to throw in the towel and just think, ‘You
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(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Lincoln Moore puts home his first of three goals in the St. Marys Lincolns’ 4-2 win over the Stratford Warriors on Dec. 11.

know what? It’s not our night.” But we didn’t do that.
We kept going and eventually we got the results. The
hunger in this team is amazing. We’re so proud of this
team after a game like that.”

Bradley credited the Lincolns’ captain, Chase Mac-
Queen-Spence, for providing steadying, motivational
leadership on the bench throughout the game.

“That comeback is a testament to Chase (Mac-
Queen-Spence). Chase has grown and matured so
much over the years. There are times when players ar-
en’t scoring and they can get negative and start getting
down on each other, but I kept hearing Chase the entire
night on the bench saying, ‘We’ve just got to keep go-
ing, we’re almost there, we’re right there, keep going.’
He didn’t get negative once, and the guys follow that.
That was a great example set by our captain.”

Both teams failed to find the back of the net in the
second frame, but it was clear the Lincolns were in con-
trol as they led the shot clock 34-14 at the end of two
periods.

“It was honestly almost videogame like where you’re
playing on extra-hard mode,” said Bradley. “We just
could not beat that goalie. He kept them in it as long as
he could, but we just did not give up, and we deserved
it. We looked at it as just a matter of time that we would
break that goaltender, and boy, did we ever.”

Less than a minute into the third, Owen Kalp finally
got the Lincolns on the board with his sixth of the cam-
paign. After around seven and a half minutes of con-
stant Lincolns pressure, they blew the doors down on
the Stars, scoring three goals in three minutes and 15
seconds, including goals by MacQueen-Spence, Cal-
lum McAuley and Declan Ready.

Despite dominating the game, the adversity continued
presenting itself to the Lincolns, with the Stars not only
firing off a lucky shot to tie the game at four apiece,
which ended up forcing overtime, but St. Marys lost a
pair of defencemen to injury, including Jacob Montesi
and Luke McMillan. This forced the Lincs to not only
rely heavily on their four remaining defenders but also

shift forward Ryan Hodkinson to the blueline. Bradley
credited all five for delivering clutch defensive minutes
when they needed it most.

“It speaks to our depth that the other guys were able
to get us through that,” Bradley said. “And to have a
guy like Ryan (Hodkinson) go back and play as if he’s
one of our best defensemen, it shows these kids are
selfless players and selfless teammates and that they’ll
do whatever it takes to win.”

In overtime, after four and a half minutes of most-
ly end-to-end action, Hodkinson outwaited the Stars’
defenders as well as Camputaro in goal until McAuley
was left all alone, at which point Hodkinson placed the
puck on a platter for the Timmins native, who buried
the game-winner for his second of the night and third
goal in as many games since joining the Lincolns.

Bradley had high praise for the 19-year-old McAuley,
noting he has been a positive contributor since joining
the Lincolns.

“It’s tough for a kid to join a new hockey team, and
it’s even tougher for a kid to come in and have an im-
mediate impact, and Callum (McAuley) has fit like a
glove. Everything about him is what we look for in a
player for the St. Marys Lincolns. He works hard. He’s
smart. He’s quick. He’s got skill. He’s everything we
needed at the time Pat acquired him and the fact he’s fit
in so seamlessly is such a relief.”

GOHL Western Conference Standings
(as of Dec. 16, 2025)
Team w L OTL SOL PTS GF GA
Chatham Maroons 22 5 1 2 47 144 80
Elmira Sugar Kings 22 4 1 0 45 131 65
St Marys Lincolns 20 [ 2 0 42 112 B4
Londan Nationals 21 9 0 0 42 140 95
Stratford Warriors 17 5 1 2 ar a1 B4
Waterloo Siskins 14 ] 4 1 33 93 75
51 Thomas Stars 15 12 1 1 a2z o107 a9
LaSalle Vipers 13 14 3 a 29 100 113
Strathroy Rockets 12 14 2 0 26 111 113
Listowel Cyclones 10 15 1 1 22 T4 B4
Komoka Kings g 17 2 1 19 &7 11
Sarmia Legionnaires i} | i a i 38 184

5t. Marys Lincolns Player Stats
(as of Dec. 16, 2025)
Player Pos GP G A  PTS
Ryan Hodkinson F 26 8 29 37
Chase MacQueen-Spence F 27 13 19 32
Lincoln Moore F 25 15 168 3
Cwen Voortman F 28 8 18 26
Blake Elzinga F 28 g 13 X2
Crwen Kalp D 28 [ 13 19
Ethan Weir F 26 9 8 17
Declan Ready F 28 5] 11 17
Jack Clarke F 23 8 7 15
Devun Colabrook F 2r 10 4 14
Oliver Lacko F 1 5 5] 11
Atley Rogers F 25 2 9 11
Chase McDougall F 27 2 7 9
James MacGregor D 26 3 5 8
Jacob Montesi D 27 1 [ 7
Luke McMillan D 26 1 5 6
Callum McAuley F 3 3 1 -
Jakob Drobny D 19 0 3 3
Will Wright D 23 a 2 2
Cam Kean D a a 1 1
Goalies Record GAA SV-%
Brogan Colquhoun 134-1-0 208 0932
Vaughn Barr 7-2-1-0 240 0916
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MINOR SPORTS
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(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Blake Munro fires a shot on goal during one of the Cherry Hill Carpentry-McKinley Hatchery
FUN3 St. Marys Snipers tournament games last Saturday.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Ali Harrigan lets a quick shot fly during one of last Saturday’s Synterra FUN3 St. Marys
Snipers tournament games.
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(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Natalie McCorquodale shoots the ring during one of the Hubbard’s Pharmacy-Frayne’s Cus-
tom Cabinets U12 St. Marys Snipers tournament games this past Sunday.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)
Will Graham launches the puck towards the net during this past Sunday’s Finnbilt Construc-

e ]

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Finn Harburn rockets a wrist shot on target during the St. Marys Building Centre U12 A Boys
St. Marys Rock game this past Monday.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Nelleke de Wit loads up a shot off the rush during this past Sunday’s Veterinary Purchasing
U15 C Girls St. Marys Rock game.
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DCVI senior girls open season with straight-set victories

LY 5

TURNER ROTH
Independent Sports Reporter

The St. Marys DCVI Senior Girls
Volleyball team took home two wins on
home court versus Central Huron and
Listowel on Dec. 9.

With St. Marys gaining valuable ex-
perience in a tournament the Friday be-
fore, playing against strong teams from
St. Michael Catholic Secondary School
and Stratford District Secondary School
(SDSS), the Salukis came to play in their
first game against Central Huron. The
senior girls dominated each set against
Central Huron, winning the first set by
18 points and the second set by 17.

Head coach Stephen Chateauvert talk-
ed about instilling and developing con-
cepts in his team.

“I would say three things that we talk-
ed about from the start of the season are
to be ready, call the ball loud and early,
and don’t hesitate,” Chateauvert told the
Independent. “They started to do that

%.’
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NOW AVAILABLE TO ALL CANADIANS

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

The St. Marys DCVI senior girls volleyball team celebrates scoring a point during one of their
games on Dec. 9.

with a little bit more regularity, which
was nice to see.”

The second game against Listowel
was tougher for DCVI’s senior girls.
The sets were closer and the game was
more back and forth than the previous.
The Salukis still managed to pull out a
sweep, winning both sets by scores of
25-21 and 25-19.

Chateauvert praised three of the team’s
most experienced players for help-
ing guide the younger roster members
through the Salukis’ successful start to
the season, with experience Chateauvert
called invaluable.

“They got the win (against Listowel)
because they were determined to get
the win, particularly with few players
on the court. We’ve got a lot of expe-
rience with Marin (Chateauvert), Katie
(Namink) and Lena (Thompson). They
take control out there, which is what we
need. We’ve got a few rookies out there,
and they’re still learning the game and
trying to process and do everything at
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(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Alanna Savile dives to keep the ball in the air during one of the St. Marys DCVI senior girls

volleyball team’s games on Dec. 9.

a much quicker speed. They are getting
there, but they’ve still got a little ways to
go, so having that experience out there
and having players who know how to
win and what to do to win allowed us to
get that victory.

“All three of them have played so
much volleyball from a young age, and I
keep telling them, ‘You will play as well
as your energy allows you to.” If you’re
enthusiastic, energetic and loud out on
the court, you’ll play well, and we’ve
seen that so far. We’ve been able to
compete with some really strong Strat-
ford schools, and when things don’t go
your way and you get a little bit quiet, a
little bit hesitant and a little bit nervous,
then things don’t happen as easily. We're
trying to instill that in them, and having
Katie, Lena and Marin on the court cer-
tainly helps with that.”

Chateauvert also explained why he
thinks the team has the potential to en-
joy a strong season, while also describ-
ing the next step for the youthful senior

CONTACT US TODAY

squad.

“] want them to be lower, I want them
to be more ready, I want them to be
louder and I never want them to hesitate.
We’ve only got so much time to work on
some of the technical and fundamental
aspects of the game, which a lot of them
still need to work on, but if they do some
of those other non-skill-based things,
they will do very well as they’re all very
athletic and very talented.

“I think we will be able to compete
with anyone in Huron-Perth,” Chateau-
vert added. “We played two really good
matches against St. Mike’s and Stratford
District at the tournament we were at last
Friday, and that showed me that they can
compete with anyone in Huron-Perth.
As far as moving forward, it’s hard to
see where any of the other teams are,
but I would like to think that we could
compete for a WOSSAA Championship
this year.”

QUEEN STREET
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(226) 289-1999

153 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON
info@queenstreetdentistry.ca
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* — YEARS 7
FORMAN ‘ELECTRIC LTD.

Thank you to our trusted and new customers for your business
this past year. We appreciate your local support and look
forward to serving you for all your electrical, propane/natural
gas related work and generator installation needs.

Every small business begins with an idea and a leap of faith.
Grateful to our wonderful community for supporting our small business!

May the magic of the Christmas season be filled with peacfa,
joy and making memories. Cheers to a healthy 2026:~

478 Water St. S., St. Marys, ON
519.284.0833
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COLUMNS

UKRAINIAN

ALONA VASYLIEVA

Independent Columnist

Comparing Christmas in Ukraine and
Canada is like eating two different, yummy
holiday cookies — both are great, but they
have their own special tastes!

In Ukraine, the main Christmas tree is a
very big deal. The tree in our capital city,
Kyiv, is the most important one in the
whole country. Seeing it light up is like a
big national party!

I’m imagining that glorious moment;
stepping onto hallowed ground, maybe
humming a carol, maybe already smell-
ing the slightly too-greasy-but-who-cares
deep-fried goodness that, universally,
tastes like a Michelin-starred meal when
you’ve been outside long enough to con-
fuse your fingers with icicles.

Turns out, the legendary Toronto tree, re-
siding at the Distillery Winter Village, has
a bouncer, a velvet rope a ticket office!

“A charge,” I sputter, “to look at a large,
decorated piece of wood and its accom-
panying bright sparkly friends? Is this
the Spirit of Christmas or a pay-per-view
sporting event?!”

Apparently, during the glorious, prime,
you-can-actually-see-the-lights hours, the
village transforms into a charitable, fiscally
responsible enterprise. They charge a fee to
cover operational costs and to raise funds
for local charities.

They do offer a loophole: free entry on
weekday afternoons, which is fantastic if
your primary goal is to see a dark, unlit tree
and a bunch of market stalls looking sad
and closed, possibly while squinting and
yelling, “I think I see the sparkle!” Plus,
you have the double whammy of queuing;
first, a line for the tickets, and then a sepa-
rate line to actually enter the thing. It’s less
festive stroll and more amusement park
ride that only ends in a view of a tree.

Honestly, I was ready for the traditional
Ukrainian Christmas market experience;
the long walk, the fresh air, the feeling that
any deep-fried atrocity you consume is the

The white Christmas paradox — why I traded my shovel-free life for all that annoying magic

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

A seasonal staple: a tradition of large, outdoor skating rinks flourishes in Ukraine’s major cities,
serving as popular Christmas destinations complete with fairs, food courts and festive lights.

most exquisite meal ever, and the general
ambiance that makes you feel warm de-
spite the freezing temperatures. But now,
it seems the true spirit of a Toronto Christ-
mas requires a small financial sacrifice
and the patience of a saint waiting in two
separate lines. Next time, I’'m bringing my
own deep-fried pierogies and just looking
at pictures of the tree online. It’s probably
cheaper.

Here is something that still confuses me.
In Ukraine, our holiday season must have
free outdoor ice-skating rinks. You put on
your skates and glide under the twinkling
lights.

Canada is the home of hockey — a coun-
try known for ice! I thought outdoor rinks
would be everywhere, but they don’t seem
as popular as I expected. My son, Alex,

VETERINARY

FURLMASIG

wanted skating lessons and I was so happy!
I thought, “We’ll skate together for Christ-
mas!” But getting onto a nice outdoor rink
with Christmas lights and a tree usually
means waiting in a very long line. It’s a fun
wait, but still a long wait!

I’'ve found some Canadian traditions
that I absolutely adore! The best one is the
Christmas Cookie Box! I love this idea!
First, we have fun baking many different
kinds of cookies with the kids. Then, we
carefully pack them into pretty boxes and
bags. The cheap dollar stores have tons of
cute bags and boxes. Making a handmade
gift to share with friends and family feels
like a true hug of holiday love.

Another lovely thing is the family pho-
to postcard. We didn’t do this in Ukraine.
Getting a card in the mail with a picture of

NN

our friends smiling by their fireplace is so
happy and sweet. It brings a big smile to
my face.

Finally, we have the lovely difference in
who brings the gifts. In Ukraine, the main
person is St. Nicholas. He is linked to good
deeds and the Christian faith. He visits on
Dec. 6 and brings smaller, sweet gifts — a
little magic to start the month. Santa Claus,
with his jolly laugh, is the North American
star. He comes on the 25th with the bigger,
main presents.

I love having both! It’s like getting a nice
warm-up present and then the main sur-
prise! My December calendar is full of fun
things to do, but nothing beats those cozy
family nights at home, feeling the magic of
the season. These small traditions are the
true secret to making the biggest, happiest
memories.

Right now, it’s still December, which
means the snow is in its magic phase be-
fore it turns into the annoying phase.

I totally get why almost all Canadians ar-
en’t big fans of snow. It’s a pain! But hav-
ing a white Christmas is just pure, beautiful
magic.

I remember back in Ukraine, we had to
travel to places like Scandinavia just to find
snow for the kids. It sounds funny to Ca-
nadians — paying to see snow — but that’s
because we only wanted it for a few days.
Nobody wants to shovel all winter!

Even though driving in the snow is ter-
rible, I still love watching it fall from my
warm, comfy home.

No matter if you’re buying a ticket to see
a tree or just enjoying the snow, the most
important part of the holiday is the same;
joy, family and being kind to others. I’'m
so happy to celebrate both Ukrainian and
Canadian ways this year!

I sincerely hope you have a truly Merry
Christmas filled with peace and warmth. It
remains an absolute and tremendous plea-
sure and honour to share my thoughts (and,
let’s be honest, my slightly bewildered ob-
servations) with you. Thank you for wel-
coming me onto these pages.

& BREAKFAST HOUSE




St. Marys Independent

Thursday, December 18, 2025 ¥

HISTORIC ST. M ARYS: Holiday snapshots from the archives

MARY SMITH

Independent Columnist

The St. Marys Museum is decorated for the holidays
with Christmas trees, red ribbons, and garlands. In the
upstairs hallway, a special display is titled “Capturing
Christmas.” Curator Emily Taylor has selected four of
the Museum’s antique cameras to exhibit and included
photographs that, through the years, have marked local
holiday celebrations. The earliest picture in the display
was taken in 1893 in a photographer’s studio in down-
town St. Marys, using a large format bellows camera. It
shows the seven members of the Wilson family — parents
Henry and Frances and their five children who ranged in
age from two years to 18 years old. Lying at their feet,
quiet but alert, is the family dog, Duke. The Wilsons
mailed prints of this photograph to friends and relatives
with their best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Hap-
py 1894!

In the 1950s, photographer Frank Robinson created the
Christmas picture shown with this week’s column to send
greetings to his customers. Santa and his sleigh, with a
slimmed-down team of only two reindeer, pass the town
hall while the lights of a tall Christmas tree shine through
the falling snow. Photographic technology had improved
so that outdoor pictures at night were possible. While
Robinson’s efforts can’t match today’s manipulation of
digital images, still the result is a holiday favourite from
the Museum’s collection. The most recent pictures in the
“Capturing Christmas” display were converted from 35
mm slides, taken several decades ago, showing Christ-
mas activities at the old Friendship Centre when the fa-
cility for seniors was still in a renovated factory building
in the southeast corner of Cadzow Park.

Visitors to the Museum’s Holiday Open House on Sun-
day afternoon, December 7, enjoyed not only the Christ-
mas displays but also the other exhibits and activities
that the Museum has to offer. Although it will be closed
between Christmas and New Year’s, the Museum is open
until noon on December 24. There is still the opportunity
to see the holiday displays and perhaps pick up last-min-
ute gifts or greeting cards from the Museum’s gift shop.
People can also take the opportunity — either next week
or when the Museum reopens on January 5 — to visit the
reference room and “capture” more of local history by
browsing the reference library shelves or reading historic
copies of local newspapers, dating back to 1857. These
old newspapers, available on microfilm, not only make
very entertaining reading but also cast light on St. Marys
life in years past. They are the source for the items in
Amy Cubberley’s popular weekly column in the Inde-
pendent, “Looking Back.”

In December 1925 — a century ago — the St. Marys
Journal Argus was filled with advertisements for Christ-
mas with many suggestions for appropriate gifts for ev-
ery family member. For example, Kodak cameras were
available at McIntyre’s Rexall Drugstore, along with
Kodak’s special photograph albums. Mclntyre’s had a

Maximize your

return.

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions

Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4
519-273-1633 franklinehinz.com

Donna L. Hinz

(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ST. MARYS MUSEUM'S COLLECTION / R.
LORNE EEDY ARCHIVES)

St. Marys photographer Frank Robinson captured this pic-
ture, ca 1950, of Santa Claus driving his sleigh past the
lights of the town hall.

varied inventory for Christmas shoppers. As well as the
usual shaving supplies, cosmetics and candy, the store
sold Edison photographs, talking dolls, leather school
bags, mouth organs, thermos bottles and “novelties in all
lines.” St. Marys shoppers who were able to spend the
money could buy the “New Orthophonic Victor” record
player at Tovell’s Music Store on Queen Street, or an
electric toaster from The Hydro Store, a shop on Water
Street that promoted the use of electric appliances. Even
shoe stores, like Gilpin’s, had holiday specials: “The en-
tire stock of men’s spats reduced in price!”

The 1925 December newspapers also described the
activities of St. Marys town council. At that time, mu-
nicipal elections were held yearly and during their final
meetings, the councillors tried to clear up the year’s busi-
ness. One concern was road safety. The mayor, Charles
E. Richardson, reported that an out-of-town driver, trav-
elling west on Elgin Street East in slippery conditions,
had crossed Church Street and ‘“almost precipitated
down the Knox Church hill,” not realizing that there was
no actual road there. That accident had been averted, but
the mayor suggested that some sort of barricade should
be erected. One councillor suggested posts and boards

MUDMEN

LIVE IN CONCERT

PRESENTED BY RED PLAID PRODUCTIONS

Friday Jan. 9, 2026

at the St. Marys Town Hall
TICKETS $30
Doors @ 7:00 pm = Show @ 8:00 pm
Tickets available at The PYRAMID Rec Centre
519.284.2160 = www.ticketscene.ca

LLBO Bar by The Travelling Tapster
All-Ages Mudmen Inc event | www.mudmen.ca

painted white. But another councillor objected “on the
grounds that it would spoil the looks of one of the finest
streets in town.” He thought that perhaps a sign would be
sufficient. The matter was referred to the Board of Works
to report back to council.

The principal of Central School wanted council’s per-
mission for his students to use the Knox Church hill as
a toboggan slide, under supervision. Councillors were
divided on this issue, and it was not resolved. Some
thought it would be a good opportunity for the children
to get exercise, as long as they were supervised; others
thought it was much too dangerous and that a law should
be passed against it. (Children would, of course, tobog-
gan on that hill after school hours, despite any council
ruling.)

The mayor suggested that there was a safer alternative,
although it was not as convenient for Central School
students. The newly formed St. Marys Rotary Club had,
“at considerable expense,” built a toboggan slide in the
east ward near Brock Street on the hill from Queen Street
down to Trout Creek. The Rotarians now wanted to turn
its maintenance over to the town’s Parks Board. The club
hoped that “the younger people of the town would derive
some benefit. Every precaution had been taken by the
constructors to make the slide safe, and the gradual slope
was ideal for the purpose.” Council agreed that the town
should pay for upkeep and that the Parks Board would
deal with any management issues. The town owned two
floodlights to use on the hill in the evenings. The Rotary
Club could, therefore, see their new toboggan slide in
use for the Christmas holidays. The slide was very popu-
lar in the winters through the 1920s but during the Great
Depression in the 1930s, its maintenance was not a pri-
ority, and it was dismantled.

The last newspaper before Christmas, published on
Thursday, December 24, contained a detailed descrip-
tion of the annual commencement exercises at the St.
Marys Collegiate Institute on north ward hill. The event
was spread over two evenings, the last Thursday and Fri-
day before the start of the school’s Christmas holidays.
This was a community event and those attending paid
a small admission charge. It combined the recognition
of academic and athletic achievement with a concert
featuring musical performances and demonstrations of
dancing and gymnastics. The second evening featured a
Shakespearean play. The Journal Argus reported that The
Taming of the Shrew “was very realistically presented
by thirteen students dressed in suitable costumes.” When
the program was over and the seats were stacked away,
the principal allowed time for the students to enjoy “an
impromptu dance.”

In the Christmas Eve issue of the Journal Argus, the
publisher made sure that the newspaper sent its own
season’s greetings to the community it served. A notice
appeared prominently at the top of the front page: “This
issue goes out to you, dear readers, with every good wish
for your happiness at Christmas, and your prosperity
during the New Year.”

A.N.A.F. Unit 265

23 Wellington St. N.
519-284-4390

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19TH
MEAT DRAW TURKEYS AND HAMS AT 6PM

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27TH
BLIND DRAW DOUBLES POOL TOURNEY
REGISTRATION AT 10:30AM STARTS AT 11AM

SAUSAGE THURSDAY
FROM 12PM TO 1:30PM
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OH, THE PL ACE S WE ,LL G(): Can’t wait to see old friends on stage in 2026

e

PAUL KNOWLES

Independent Columnist

About 20 years ago, I dis-
covered that CBC Radio was
promoting community-based
readings of Charles Dickens’
wonderful story, “A Christmas
Carol.” The idea was initiated
by CBC radio news anchor
Judy Maddren. CBC would
provide scripts, posters and a
volunteer reader for such an
event if local organizers did
the rest.

I liked the idea and so did
some others in the communi-
ty of New Hamburg. So, we
contacted CBC Radio, got
the supplies and started to re-
cruit the other four readers we
would need, as well as some
musicians.

The way it worked was the
story was read in five “staves”
by five separate readers, with
musical interludes between
each stave. Charles Dickens
himself had converted and
abridged his novel for live
presentation and had been the
first one to do such a reading
in 1853.

I emceed our first one a cen-
tury and a half later. Although
we didn’t present such an

From left, Lucy Peacock as Linda Loman and Tom McCamus as Willy Loman in Death of a

Salesman. Stratford Festival 2026.

event every year, we did do at
least 10 in New Hamburg, Ful-
larton and London, and I got
to emcee each one, sharing the
stage with fabulous readers.

And what, you are asking by
now, has this to do with travel?

Okay, maybe it’s a bit of a
nostalgic stretch, but stay with
me. To digress for a moment
(it will all come together, I
promise), I am a big fan of the
Stratford Festival and I think
it is important to write about
Stratford — both the festival it-
self and the rest of the commu-
nity, a day-trip destination we
are very lucky to be close to.

So, I was interested to re-
ceive the full menu of plays
being mounted at the festival
in 2026, including a list of
all of the actors appearing on
Stratford stages next season.

The playbill looks great, by
the way. Check it out on the
festival website (stratfordfes-
tival.ca). I can’t wait to see
Midsummer Night’s Dream,
Guys and Dolls, the return
of Something Rotten, The Im-
portance of Being Ernest and
much more. It will be a superb
season.

And the reason I link 2026
Stratford with my fond mem-
ories of Dickens’ readings?
Well, that first year, as we
stumbled our way through a
process we had never done be-
fore, we realized our proximi-
ty to Stratford might mean we
could do something special.
So, we naively reached out to
some wonderful actors who
were appearing on the Strat-
ford stage at that time. First

(DARIANE SANCHE PHOTO)

to say “yes” was the amazing
Brian Tree, showing amaz-
ing trust in us. Brian not only
came to read the fifth and fi-
nal stave (which he did for us
several more times over the
years), he also brought with
him Thom Marriot, a terrific
actor, hugely impressive as the
Ghost of Christmas Present.
And we were off and running.

Subsequent Dickens events
saw the returns of both Brian
and Thom, and a revolving cast
of Stratford greats. The read-
ings were so well performed
that in 2010, when Judy Mad-
dren herself came to read, she
told me it was the finest she
had ever attended. After CBC
Radio stopped sponsoring the
readings, we continued with
five first-rate volunteer actors
every time.

And so, as I read the details
about the 2026 festival season,
I was thrilled that half a doz-
en of “our” actors will be on
stage in Stratford next year.
These are folks who volun-
teered their time and talent
for our readings and never
ever took it for granted. They
brought their full passion and
commitment every time.

Sara Topham (in our Dick-
ens in 2008, 2011 and 2017)
will be busy this year; she is
Titania in one of my favour-
ite Shakespeare comedies, A
Midsummer Night’s Dream,
she plays Cath in The King
James Bible Play and she is
also movement director in The
Hobbit.

Steve Ross (2017) — who
knocked it out of the park in
previous sea-

sons in La
Cage aux
Folles and
The Rocky

219 Lorne Ave. E.
Stratford, ON N5A 6S4
519-272-0090

(DAVID HOU PHOTO)

Sara Topham as Hermoine (front-right) and André Sills as Polixenes
(front-left) with members of the company in The Winter’s Tale. Stratford

Festival 2025.

Horror Show — will play Shy-
lock in the much-anticipated
return of Something Rotten
and Nicely-Nicely Johnson in
Guys and Dolls, where he gets
to bring down the house with
“Sit Down, You’re Rocking
the Boat.”

Rod Beattie (2014) — famed
for his Wingfield Farm one-ac-
tor plays, but also well known
for his work in classical the-
atre — is back on the Stratford
stage playing Antonio in Sat-
urday, Sunday Monday.

Stratford icon Lucy Peacock
(2006) plays Miss Prism in The
Importance of Being Ernest
and Linda Loman in Death
of a Salesman where she will
share the stage with another of
“our” alumni — Tom McCamus
(2009). Tom is the tragic pro-
tagonist, Willy Loman, and

6976 Wellington Rd 7
Alma, ON NOB1AOQ
519-513-4514

will also appear as Estragon
in Waiting for Godot. And fi-
nally, Tom McCamus’ wife,
Chick Reid, who joined us for
a Dickens’ reading (2009), ap-
pears in Death of a Salesman
and as Brabantia in Othello.

So, forgive me for wallowing
in nostalgia, but I for one can’t
wait to see these generous
and talented people on stage,
once again, in the best theatre
in Canada, in a city which I
think is the number one day-
trip destination in southern
Ontario.

Paul Knowles is an author
and travel writer, and past
president of the Travel Media
Association of Canada. To
contact Paul about travel, his
books, or speaking engage-
ments, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.
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FRO M THE GARDEN: Plant traditions celebrated at Christmas

NANCY ABRA

Independent Columnist

Many of us practice vari-
ous traditions at Christmas.
Knowing why, how and when
our Christmas traditions began
gives us a better understanding
and appreciation of our ances-
tors and the faith that inspired
them. These customs or rituals
have been passed down through
the ages and generations to
strengthen family ties and cre-
ate cherished memories.

Many traditions at Christmas
time vary with countries, cul-
tures, and faith, making them
unique and distinct with its
own strengths and blessings.
As families merge in culture
and faith, so do their tradi-
tions and the contribution to
the Christian celebration of the
birth of Jesus Christ. The idea
to celebrate Christmas on Dec
25 originated in the fourth cen-
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tury by the Catholic Church to
challenge and compete with the
Pagan’s winter festival.

One such plant tradition at
this time of the year is the
Christmas tree and it is one
of the holiday customs we
perform without giving any
thought as to where this ritu-
al originated. The evergreen
tree, which we bring into our
homes at Christmas time and
decorate, was taken from pagan
midwinter feasts of Northern
Europe. It became a symbol of
immortality because it survives
even the harshest winters with-
out dying. The first record of a
decorated fir tree at Christmas
is from Germany, in 1605. The
star atop the tree was later add-
ed to represent the star on the
first Christmas night. Decora-
tions evolved from homemade
food items, sweets and fruits
to small gifts hung on tree
branches.

Among the most cherished
symbols of Christmas are the
plants that feature prominently
in our festivities. Evergreens,
such as holly, ivy, and mistle-
toe, have long been associated
with hope and renewal during
the darkest days of winter.
These plants, with their vibrant
greenery, were once used in
ancient celebrations to adorn

homes and churches, signifying
eternal life and the promise of
spring’s return.

Flowers such as the poin-
settia, native to Mexico and
known as the ‘Flower of the
Holy Night’ in that country, is
commonly used to decorate our
homes or is given as a gift here.
Christmas cactus, Schlum-
bergera, is native to the rainfor-
est of Brazil where it naturally
grows in trees, is another flow-
ering plant we associate with
Christmas.

Rosemary, an aromatic herb,
native of the Mediterranean re-
gion, goes back thousands of
years. It is celebrated as the herb
of ritual and remembrance. In
the traditions of this region, it
is associated with Mary, moth-
er of Jesus, and used as festive
decorations. Spices, such as
cinnamon, cloves, allspice and
nutmeg are essential in mulled
wine, as well as being popular
ingredients in festive cakes and
cookies we enjoy this time of
the year.

There are various fruits and
vegetables that also have a sig-
nificant role in festive tradi-
tions around the globe. Before
ornaments became common,
apples were hung on trees for
decorations in Germany and
Central Europe. Cabbage and

turnips are the main feature in
Eastern European Christmas
Eve meals, symbolizing humil-
ity. Wheat, sprouted into lush
green shoots by Christmas Eve,
are a symbol of renewal, fertili-
ty and the promise of new life in
Croatia, Hungary and Italy. The
radish is the central star of the
‘Noche de la Rabanas’ festival
where artisans carve oversize
radishes into intricate nativity
scenes for competitions held
in Mexico, on December 23. In

Greece, it is a tradition to break
a pomegranate at the doorstep
after midnight on New Year’s
Eve. This act scatters the seeds,
which is believed to bring good
luck, fertility, and abundance
for a prosperous new year.

Botanical elements that are
part of our Christmas festiv-
ities not only enhances the
beauty of the season but also
connects us with centuries-old
traditions that transcend cul-
tures and faiths.
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WE WISH YOU A VERY MERRY

GHRISTMAS
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To give our staff a well-deserved holiday break, we will not
be publishing a St. Marys Independent next week on Dec. 25.

Our annual Year In Review edition will publish on Jan. 1

and we will be back to our normal weekly publishing
schedule on Jan. 8.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all residents
of St. Marys, Perth South, Thorndale and the surrounding
area a wonderful holiday season and a happy New Year!
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Riddles

What do snowmen like to eat for breakfast?

Frosted flakes!

Where does Santa keep his money?

In a snow bank!

What falls at the North Pole but never gets

hurt?
Snow!

What do you call an old snowman?

Water!

What do you call Santa when he stops moving?

Santa Pause

What has a red nose and flies at Christmas?
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer!

What do you get if you cross a snowman and a

vampire?
Frostbite!

What do elves learn in school?
The elf-abet!

Why did the elf sit on the shelf?

Because there were no chairs!

What do reindeer use to brush their teeth?

Rein-deer-paste!

What do showmen wear on their heads?

Ice caps!

- Word Search -
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MERRY CHRISTMAS

GWWAVIYELFONTHESHELTF Excitement
AHXOJPVGCAKMDIRPYNEKA Nativit
OWDWJFNIBBACKUQIMACTU a Y
CRANBERRIESACSOLZUTYS Santa
CKZEFWHTRXHNTNUQJGAT Rudolph
TGWZZYLFUNEKRAOYMTHIXN Sleigh
STUFFINGHEYMRIMEKYTTYE
PRESENTSLCEDNTVMCYJdM Presents
BAYHOTJZOMEDAAY 2 0COCE Decorations
KRSYRYDHPXRPZRTXPNET Turkey
EAANEOILEKXUOARAOQIJLRTI
PENBKCEUJZTPACGSHVXUDC Stuffing
HUTVRCRQQZAPTETFGATITIZX Cranberries
MRAYVRUDOLPHWDGIDZTE Eggnog
EYPLAODGLYYQLGPENPCY .
EGGNOGCFAYLNEKFPLAGAG Fruitcake
OFIIZEWCWVBVEGRSEKBEKDQ Elf on the shelf
IRTMWKUNICENPAOYZYES Naughty
DSNDQXNGCLUAKCERAQTIKTE Nice
LVMJYYBGDTBWXCTEZ BBEHB
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St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is pleased to be the sponsor of the

PET OF THE WEEK

THIS CHRISTMAS, GIVE YOUR PET SOMETHING TRULY
SPECIAL — THE GIFT OF GOOD HEALTH

Regular checkups, vaccinations, and dental care can help your
furry companion enjoy many happy holidays to come.
Because nothing says love like keeping your pet healthy and
strong. Celebrate the season with a healthy start — book your
appointment today!
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FREE MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that appears in the paper gets a

KEVIN
Our Pet of the Week is Kevin, a
member of the Grant household. Kevin
would like to wish all the pets a very
Merry Christmas with lots of treats and
lots of love for everyone.
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Thorndale News

THE ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT AND ITS WEEKLY
“THORNDALE NEWS"” IS AVAILABLE WITHIN
THORNDALE AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

160 King, ACE Hardware, Nissouri Manor, Sassy's, Thorndale Community Centre,

Thorndale Family Restaurant, Thorndale Farm Supplies, Thorndale Food
Market, Thorndale Pharmacy or online at www.granthaven.com

THORNDALE

WEEKLY NEWS

info@stmarysindependent.com
wWww.ara nthaven.com
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THORMDALE

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

Many area residents have been given
the task, either by choice or by chance,
to house precious family documents,
scrapbooks and photographs, and some
people have old records from community
groups, schools and cemeteries.

We can easily be labelled the Thames
Centre “History Keepers.”

We live in one of the oldest counties in
Ontario, rich in cultural heritage. Neigh-
bouring counties have created their own
archives to fulfill their legal obligations
and to preserve important heritage ma-
terials, yet Middlesex County has no
archives. Since 2020, Susan Ralyea of

Dorchester and I have been representing
Thames Centre on the committee to es-
tablished a Middlesex County archives
(CEMCA).

This committee, with representation
from all areas of the county, has been
advocating for a county archives through
community outreach, social media and
presentations to county council.

At the Middlesex County council meet-
ing Nov. 25, county council unanimous-
ly passed Thames Centre Mayor Sharron
McMillan’s motion to fund a feasibility
study for a Middlesex County archives.
The money is to be allocated in the coun-
ty’s 2026 budget. The feasibility study
will be conducted by an unbiased pro-
fessional, examining all relevant points

A section within the
St. Marys Independent

Preserving Thorndale and Thames Centre’s social and
cultural heritage

with input from the community.

There is still work to be done. In
Thames Centre, there has been no for-
mal historical society, museum or other
organization that has championed the
preservation of our social and cultural
heritage. Consequently, many irreplace-
able documents and photos of enduring
social value are up to the History Keep-
ers to warehouse.

For now, we are doing our best to live
up to our title. The storage of import-
ant historical keepsakes in closets, un-
der beds, in damp basements or outside
sheds is not a safe situation. Many peo-
ple in the area are also thinking about
downsizing. Where will these boxes of
historical records go? They may even be

destroyed outright by the next genera-
tion when cleaning out their loved ones’
homes.

Before the feasibility study is under-
taken, we must begin to identify our col-
lective materials here in Thames Centre.
This will help us prepare for the study
and the community consultations to fol-
low. We urgently need to know what old
documents and records are being saved
by the History Keepers in our area.

We are half of a generation away from
losing our social and cultural heritage. If
you have any family or community his-
tory records you want preserved and pro-
tected for future generations, please con-
tact me at nancy.ellen.abra@gmail.com.

Thorndale Santa Claus Parade a longstanding festive

tradition

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

The Thorndale Santa Claus Parade, a longstanding Christmas
tradition hosted by the Thorndale Lions Club since 2002, was

held last Friday evening, Dec. 12.

The cold, wintery evening was the perfect setting for this fes-

tive procession, consisting of 24 creative and brightly illuminat-
ed floats with many entries from Thorndale’s commercial sector,
adding to the lively cavalcade. The streets were lined with hun-
dreds of people of all ages who waved and cheered, while some
enjoyed the parade from the comfort of their warm homes.

Thorndale’s firetruck led the procession from the Thorn-
dale Lions Community Centre, making its way west on Upper
Queens, across to King Street, east on King Street, through the
Monteith subdivision, through the Foxborough subdivision and
then back to the community centre. Along the way, the fire de-
partment collected new, unwrapped toys for the Dorchester Food
bank. Lions members collected non-perishable food items, total-
ling approximately 600 pounds.

After the parade, families gathered back at the community
centre for hot beverages and snacks supplied by the Thorndale
Lions, visiting with friends and neighbours, while children en-
joyed making crafts supplied by I Love Thorndale and lined up
to have a chat with Santa.

Over the years, the Thorndale Santa Claus parade has been a
time-honoured tradition for the area, bringing people together to
celebrate the Christmas season, building unity, generosity and
community spirit.

(MICHAEL MCCALLUM PHOTO)

Thorndale Fall Fair Ambassador Beth McCallum with Santa after the Thorndale Santa Claus Parade at the Thorn-
dale Lions Community Centre.
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Karin Franke (Meyer), age 86,
of Seebach’s Hill passed away
peacefully at Ritz Lutheran
Villa on November 26, 2025.
Born in Halle, Germany, May
23, 1939, daughter of the late
Wilhelm and Erna Meyer.

Beloved wife of Otwin Franke
. (deceased) for 65 years. Loving
' Mother of Dirk (Karen), Oliver
(Susanne - deceased), Roger (Deborah). Grandmother
of Katie (Blake), Haden (Ana), Amanda (Christopher),
Sabrina, Samantha (Adam), Connor and Alexander.

We will be waiting until spring to hold a celebration

of life for our beloved Mother and Oma, a time when
the flowers are blooming. When the season arrives,
we will invite family and friends together to honor her
memory, share stories, and celebrate the love she gave
so generously. Until then, we hold her in our hearts,
looking forward to a time when we can all come
together to celebrate her life.

A celebration of Life service will be at the W.G. Young
Funeral Home, 430 Huron Street, Stratford on Friday,
April 24, 2026 at 11 a.m. with a reception to follow.

Memorial donations in Karin’s memory may be made
to the Stratford General Hospital Foundation the
Alzheimer’s Association or the charity of one’s choice.
www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Qw/w/m

Paul “Chicago” Riordan passed
away suddenly at his home in
Stratford on Dec. 8, 2025 at
the age of 70. Survived by his
siblings Connie Hart (Gary),
Cheryl Riordan, Stew Riordan
(Cheryl), Jim Riordan (Linda),
and Claude Riordan (Chantelle
‘d Mattiussi). Also survived by

. friend Laura Dempsey and
several nieces and nephews. Predeceased by his
brother David (2019) and parents Art (2000) and Zora
(2014). An Open House Celebration of Life will be
held at the ST. MARYS LEGION, 66 Church St. N. St.
Marys, on January 24, 2026 from 1 to 4 pm. Online
tributes at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

1

BirthdaylOpenfHc
for{EltonjBaker,

December 27, 2025 2-4 p.m.
Sebringville Community Centre
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Help Us celebrate

80 years young!

In lieu of gifts please

consider donating to the
Sebringville Athletic Association
10 the Optimist Club of Downie

OBITUARY IN MEMORIAM

Todbadeck

In Loving Memory of Sharon Podsadecki
June 20, 1944 - December 27, 2022

Three years have passed since
you left us, yet your presence
is woven into every day.

Time moves forward, but
the love you gave remains
timeless, echoing in our
laughter, guiding us in quiet
moments, and comforting us
when we need strength.

We carry your light with us, wishing you warmth, love,
and peace on every path beyond this life. Until we
meet again, you are forever in our hearts—a blessing
that never fades.

And when the Blue Jays made it to the World Series,
we could almost feel you right there beside us,
cheering, smiling, and sharing in the joy.

Your spirit is in those moments, reminding us that love
never leaves; it simply finds new ways to stay.

Love Ted, Paul, Michelle, Jeff, Faye, Avery and your
grand fur babies.

IN MEMORIAM GREETING

ek

In memory of Michael Webb
March 1, 1979 - December 21, 2006

“Our dead are never dead to
us unless we have forgotten”
(George Eliot)

Please take a moment today
to remember our Michael with
a smile.

In our hearts everyday.

Mom, Dad, Kiel, Megan &
Boys

CELEBRATION
Congratulations Brian Boreham!

We are pleased to announce the promotion of Brian
Boreham to the rank of Platoon Chief.

Brian has been with the Kitchener Fire Department
for 23 years and has been a Captain for over 10
years. Brian has led by example of his leadership role.

Mom and Dad, Rob and Connie, Paul and Tara, Casey
and families

Lichaedson

To my family, friends and neighbours;

Wishing you a Christmas filled with warmth, laughter
and cherished moments that last throughout the year.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Doris Richardson

IN MEMORIAM

ebb

In memory of Donald Webb
April 15, 1925 - December 23, 2008
If time would stand still,

We could listen to the stories
you loved to tell.

If time would stand still,

We could tell you how proud
we were of you.

If time would stand still.

In our hearts everyday, David,
| Judy, Kiel, Megan & Boys

THANK YOU

INiller
Thanks for the happy memories. There is nothing nicer
than getting together with family and friends. Thanks

for the visit, cards, and gifts. A big thank you to my
family and Fred for arranging my birthday celebration.

God Bless - Elaine Stephen Miller

THANK YOU

Marziali Garage Closing after 75 Years

We at Marziali Garage would like to inform all our
customers that we will be closing the doors on Dec
29, 2025. After serving the community for 75 years,

it was decided it was time for us to finally retire.

We want to thank all our past, present customers
for your patronage over the years.

Sincerely Paul and Anthony Marziali

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
CALL 519.284.0041 OR EMAIL INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Thank you for your continued
support in 2025!

Wishing you and your families a

and a joyous 2026!

From the Stonetown Cheese Family
5021 Perth Line 8, St. Marys
Phone: 519-229-6856 | stonetowncheese.com

\’

McCullys

Hill Farm

Gl o McCu/@&

Christmas Trees

We have fresh cut Balsam and Fraser Fur ranging from 5’ to 9’ tall.
Prices start at $47.50

Christmas Baking

Give McCully’s a call to order your Christmas baking.
We have fruit pies, including pumpkin pie, maple butter tarts, apple
crisp and a variety of cookies.

McCully’s Christmas Gift Baskets

Select one of our pre-made Gift Baskets or tell us what you would
like to include and we'll make up a basket especially for that special
somebody for Christmas.

Store Hours in December

Closed Mondays
December 24: 10am - 1pm
December 25 & 26 - Closed
December 27, 28 & 30: 10am - 5pm
December 31: 10am - 1 pm
Store Hours in January
Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday: 10am - 5pm

). #4074 Perth Line #9, St. Marys, ON -
www.mccullys.ca » 519-284-2564

To see our tour schedule and purchase tickets visit: StratfordWalkingTours.ca or
email hello@stratfordwalkingtours.ca

Dave Versteegh Auto Repair Inc

Thank you to our valued customers for your trust and support.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
From Dave and Betty, Melvin, Alisha, and Jill

WATER STREET

DENTISTRY

(226) 661-0192

Accepting New Smiles

60 Water Street South St. Marys
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca
waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com

Find us on |3

FERN PRIDHAM - Real Estate Broker
519.274.2885
fernpridham@gmail.com
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Solutions on pg. 39
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AMY CUBBERLEY

Independent Columnist

Robins in December

25 years ago (2000)

St. Marys Clerk-Administrator Ken Storey has an-
nounced he will retire in six months. Storey made his
announcement at last night’s Council meeting. He has
worked for the town for 30 years and would have to
have put in 35 years to receive a full pension but has
opted for an early retirement.

Vince Judge, mayor of North Perth, is Perth County’s
new warden. He was acclaimed to office last Wednes-
day. He also held the post nine years ago. Annabell
Thomson and Gerald Wallis, from Perth South, are
members of Perth County Council.

50 years ago (1975)

Reeve Don Simpson of Blanshard Township has
announced his intention to run for the post of finance
committee chairman in Perth County Council for 1975.
Reeve Simpson is one of three reeves in Perth to de-
clare interest in running for office, generally accepted
as a stepping stone toward the Warden’s chair.

The Fire Department water cannon, purchased sever-
al months ago, has now been mounted atop the cab of
the number one pumper at James Street South firehall.

75 years ago (1950)

The Flats, following the high water of last Thursday
and Friday, provided the young folks with a good skat-
ing surface for a time this week. Now plans are being
made to either flood a section of the flats or the surface
of the old tennis courts at the upper section of the park
for use as an outdoor rink.

H.E. Dickenson has just returned from a business trip
to Calgary and Edmonton for C. Richardson and Co.
Mr. Dickenson found himself interested in the amount
of news in western newspapers concerning happenings
in Ontario. St. Marys got a mention in the Calgary Her-
ald concerning the change of voting day to Tuesday.

100 years ago (1925)

On Tuesday, the office staff of the DeLong Hook and
Eye Company witnessed rather an unusual sight when
they beheld a pair of real live robins strutting about on
the lawn outside the factory, looking for worms, just as
though it was the middle of summer, when in reality
it was about 26 degrees above zero. Mr. E.E. Hardisty
was puzzled to know whether to call these birds the
first or the last of the robins.

Sometime about midnight on Saturday, E.M.
Crosthwaite’s drug store was broken into and a quanti-
ty of liquor stored in the stock room was taken. Chief
Erle Young was notified on Sunday morning and after
a sharp look-out he finally arrested, on Monday morn-
ing, Howard Bain, a local youth. After some hours of
interrogation, he finally wrung a confession from the
suspect.

RESIDENTILAL SROW "
REMOWAIL

ail for a free qu 1@%}(&?

Enjoy the
winter without
the hassle.

GRAYDEN MILLS

. 3066 04
. gravdenmills{@yahoo.ca
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 519-284-0041 or email

info@stmarysindependent.com
to inquire about our directory

BARBER EAVESTROUGH CLEAN
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YOUR ST. MARYS (N,
BARBERSIIONM

105 OUEEN ST. E

macphersonsbarbershop.ca
226~661-0222

FINIF IS AND B0

ONLINE @

HOME CARE

A
EAVESROUCH
519.701.8838

eavestrough@sure-seal.ca

Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum
Gutter Guard * Heavy Built
Fascia * Soffit * Trim Bending & More

General Contracting - Design-Build (A-CAD)
Renovations - Additions - Doors & Windows & More!

DISPOSAL

Robson Scrap Metal

Open 8 to 4:30
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206-211 Carling St., St. Marys

TREE SERVICE

JOEL'S TREE SERVICE
518-272-5742

www.joelstreeservice.com

Dver 150 wocal
R cRAFT/nRTISAN
AR ) PRODUCTS

Hour headguarters for 18° do

¥ -t dothes and accessories
.
Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.

Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm
83 Queen St E St. Marys, ON

Artisan (ra fters Market

; f (] WES BENNET * ST. MARYS ON
CONSTRUCTION ELECTRICAL
485 James St S, St Marys 20
conTRacroscro,  EMail: mcc@quadro.net _ e TEARS
llz_'_ﬁ'"' Ph: 519-349-2256 TForMAN ELECTRIC LTD.

RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL = INDUSTRIAL

BACK-UP GENERATOR SYSTEMS

ne
you Know yi

519.284.0833

Ll

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL,
NDUSTRIAL & AGRICULTURAL

(E) contact Us Today or Visit Us ontine [
519-301-8411 = stonetownelectric.ca

ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS

H -.@hes

GREAT SERVICE
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
EXPERT KNOWLEDGE

Full Service Electrical Solutions
226-921-1739

info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com
ECRA/ESA# 7016671

PAINTING

Painting and Handyman
in and around St. Marys

ot
Call Alex at 519-636-5874 [ ||
for more information

St. Marys and Surrounding Area
Sheila LeBlanc
519-630-2665

spotless@writeme.com
spotlesscleaningplus.wixsite.com/clean

ST. MARYS
519-349-2420
Seoiee fram s Family ta Fowns adnee 1977

SILIG

5t Marys Insurance Crroup Inc

Offering Insurance Services for:

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL,
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS,
TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
Give us a call today!

199 Elgin St E - St. Marys ON - 519-284-1900

inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca

HEAT / COOL

T, &
B

ForMaN ‘FLECTRIC LTD.

GAS WORK » HEAT PUMPS «
DUCTLESS SPLITS » AIR CONDITIDNERS =
HOT WATER HEATERS « FURNACES

Work with so
you Know you can

919.284.0833

Rt

s

SGUEEKS

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

JARED GOWAN | HERTHER GOWAN
919-894-325

ks@live.ca / www.sq lean.com

ING REAL ESTATE
5T | |

LUCIE STEPHENS

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

619-703-0333

B REALTY LTD
TALEY:

RE/MAX i:!

163 Queaan 5t E.
Downtown St. Marys
519-284-4646
peakselectrealty@gmaill.com

AEAL ISTATE

Toni McLean Sales Representative
5|9'274'| |20 Direct
245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL
IN ST. MARYS & AREA?

Melanie Ritcey
Sales Representative

Local Insight | Professional Service | Real Results

Phone: 519.495.7718
Email: melritcey17@gmail.com
www.nuvistarealty.ca

Nu-Vista Premiere Realty Inc. Brokerage - Where your next chapter begins

St. Marys Independent

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
IN OUR DIRECTORY

Call 519-284-0041 or email us at info@stmarysindependent.com

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM

g&;‘ Cricket Care
LA Where your at home
. ('Cl.r ;1: CLLFE CORrES ﬁn;t

Persomalired Home Core
Providing specialized care for:
Stoma - Cancer - Diabetes - Neurological Disorders
Epilepsy - Spinal Injury
In addition to every day care
Call 519-301-7791 (PSW1)
www.cricket-care.com

Serving St. Marys and Area since 2022

SEAMSTRESS

Stonetown Alterations

Professional Seamstress
Ingrid Voermans

www.stonetownalterations.ca | stonetownalterations@gmail.com

519-703-2007

TAKE OUT FOOD

Mon

SKIPPY: -

‘J s Tues to Thurs

PI2ZA Fiand o
11-10
Sun

519-284-1864

118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

WATER TREATING
medinasdft saes

\ . SERVICE
Ut 9™ RENTALS

Call Dave for more info waterite
at 519.349.2040 —

Better Ways For Seniors Ltd.

DIGNITY 519.868.3021
IMDEPENDENCE 4
peRSONAL CHOKCE| 1
The pericet pou 06l |0 @hetterwaysforseniors.com
10 youcan keep lving
I your cwmbama | WWW.BetterWaysForSeniors.com
for 12 ong aa posakiel Ei BetterwaysForSeniors
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Tl bl Crooming Service | L SPONSORED MeDorsld . Mary
Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750 & Pet Slﬂmg BY: eBonday pound,»ngaﬁlﬁﬁivg, partner of
WANTED To BUY Avq iIq ble Ronald McDonald House
Al collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko PRC & Friendship Centre events - See the Stonetown

pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.Are you Crier on Page 5
downsizing or need an estate clean out? We can help. Call or text I WE |_|_| NGTON STRE ET - Town of St. Marys holiday hours - See Page 19

Stan anytime 519-868-3814. Frid Dec 19
riday, Dec
WANTED G U E S T H O U S E - Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, Pepsi or any ANAE td 6
- A.NLA.F. mea raw - o p.m.

pop company. Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc. Old
radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches, old fruit - Station Gallery Soiree featuring Paul Nicholson
jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any_old oil cans and signs - Red art, classical guitar by Rob MacDonald and poetry
Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture. If you are moving or .
. by the St. Marys Poetry Circle - 6:30-8:30 p.m.,

cleaning out stuff please contact me at 519-570-6920. .

food & beverages provided. Free event

- St. Marys Lincolns vs Komoka Kings at the PRC -

FOR SALE

Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears, peaches, plums, : e < 7:30 p.m.

sweet and sour cherries, apricots, nectarines, blueberries, haskapp .

grapes, raspberries, elderberries etc. Lots of spruce, pine, cedars A modern Gnd Chc’fmmg QUGST hOUSG fOf' The SaturdaYs Dec 20

for windbreak and privacy hedges. Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers perfecf gefaway - book your Sfdy fOC/G}/! - St. Marys Farmers Market at the PRC - 8 a.m. to
ready to go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon-Sat 7:00am ” h Noon

to 6:00pm. Martin’s Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON @ we inatonstreet .Wixsi’re.com mysite . .

NOG 2XO0 (1 Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line) g g / y - Royal Canadian Legion meat draw - 5 p.m.
FOR RENT wellingtonstreetguesthouseegmail.com -_Zr_eseg\trzse and wagon rides at Milt Dunnell Field

Large three bedroom downtow.n a’partment in classic building. 255 WE LLl NGTON S‘l’ S’, ST MARYS Monday, Dec 22

Three storeys walk up above Gilly’s. Completely renovated,
519-284-0036 - Free skate at the Stratford Rotary Complex

exquisite mahogany panelling, refinished wood floors, fresh
paint. Includes all utilities. A/C, heat, wi-fi, laundry, parking etc. sponsored by Matthew Rae - 1-2:50 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec 23

References required. Available Jan. 1st. $2,000/month.
- Royal Canadian Legion buddy check coffee - 10
SHERWIN | =t
- Friends of the Library free skate at the PRC -

L A LAWYER 3-4:20 p.m.

FOR SALE
2 burial plots with deed, 2 vaults, gold cross certificate & memorial

& MEDIATOR - St. Marys Legion cribbage - Starts 7 p.m. sharp
Wednesday, Dec 24

bronze marker. Located in Forest Lawn, London. Today’s prices
— p - Free horse and wagon rides at Milt Dunnell Field
N . - 6-8 p.m.
AN\ Real Estate: p

$13,000 - $15,000. Priced at $5,800.00 for a quick sale. Please
St. Marys Independent @6/ Buying, Selling, Mortgages Thursday, Dec 25

- Merry Christmas
RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED
HERE FOR JUST $10
PER WEEK

Wills and Estates Legion

Branch 236, St. Marys

Faml|)' LaW Proudly supporting veterans, families, and our community
Call 519-284-0041 or email us at SERVING _
info@stmarysindependent.com ST. MARYS MEEEREMGANDIMUOINTEL GEVENE S
FOR OVER & SATURDAY MEAT DRAWS
25 Enjoy an evening of drinks and friends and try your
YEARS 4P FRIDAY HOT DOG LUNCH

Drop in for a delicious hot dog at the Legion bar -
affordable and tasty!
& TUESDAY BUDDY CHECK
FOR HALL RENTALS CALL FOR AN APPOI NTM ENT Free cofit;e, :‘riendly conversation, and looking out for
oo CALL 519.271.5343 519+284+0898 ¢ info@sherwinlaw.ca BINGO Fif

& BINGO FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

of Downie A a
Fun, prizes, and a great social afternoon!
SCAN ME
Sun. Dec. 07 - Mara Fontana, St. Pauls $50.00 m SUDOKU ANSWERS FOR MORE INFORMATION E’F"@
Mon. Dec. 08 - Glen Spearin, St. Marys $50.00 1. The North Pole slal7]el2]9l5]1]3 visit www.rcl236stmarys.ca E%
Tues. Dec. 09 - Tom Kittmer, Embro $50.00 2. Nine . 6lslol7l113l2]8]4 FOR YOUR NEXT GATHERING BAR HOURS:
Wed. Dec. 10 - Rob Orpin, St. Marys $50.00 i' ’:g:s'glj'nk dh(a;tretel s|1]2]s|4]s]7]6]0 m Monday CLOSED
Thur. Dec. 11 - Matt Wells, Stratford $50.00 5. Bah! Humbug! 5|9|1]2|8]7|3]4]6 WTl;estLy 3-35 gm
i [ i 2|a|4|os|6|8|7]1 4 1600 sq. ft. banquet hall ednesday 3-5 pm
Fri. Dec. 12 - Riley Walsh, St. Pauls $50.00 6. Cindy Lou Who @ Capacity of 200 people Thursday 3-5 pm
Sat. Dec. 13 - Tracy Mundy, Stratford $200.00 /- Cangy, candy canes, candy T|8|6]4]3)T|9[5]2 @ Tables and chairs provided Friday 12-5 pm
! corns, & syrup 4 11912|6(3]8 -
8. Milky white -+ FISPACE. “Sunday CLOSED.
' 1({2|3|8[6]|5]4(9]7
FRASER ASPHALT rree QuOTES 519-271-5690 9. In a manger e SPACE RATES
PAVING INC www.fraserpaving.ca 10. Boxing Day 66 Church Street, N., St. Marys, ON | 519.284.2267
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to our patients for your continued support
throughout the year!

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan, Dr. Reem Amayem & Staff

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519.284.2660 | www.stmarysdentalclinic.com




