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Students, teachers, community volunteers and environmental partners gathered at Watts Pond Road on May 5 to help bring a student-led ecological
restoration project to life through native plantings, pollinator gardens and erosion-control initiatives. Pictured back row, from left: Lesley Bromhall
(teacher), Olivia George, Bryce Schmidt, Lauren Savory, Kate Gingerich, Lainey Reynolds, Sophie Sidebottom, Chloe Lewis, Emily White-Deveroux, Tyson
Leversage, Owyn Noonan, Myke Czikk, Navroz Rana, Jade Little, Hannah Bishop, Tajay Dosanjh, Kate Edwards (teacher), Rinad Hashem, Lincoln Little,
Trent Meyers (County of Brant) and Chris McAnally (GEDSB). Front row: Addison Hyland and Ellie Monrad.

Students Dig into environmental stewardship

CASANDRA TURNBULL

Managing Editor

A group of students from Paris District High
School is proving that youth-led environmental
action can create real change in the community.

What began as a classroom assignment
through the school board’s Eco Action Project
has evolved into a county-approved initiative

focused on restoring habitat, supporting polli-
nators and addressing erosion concerns at Watts
Pond in Paris.

Led by a small team of students and support-
ed by teachers, community organizations and
County of Brant staff, the project included plans
for a native pollinator garden along the trails
at Watts Pond, as well as the planting of native
shrubs and smaller trees to

create understory habitat and help stabilize the
pond’s banks.

“The Watts Pond location was chosen because
itis a location close to home that could use some
help,” said Grade 12 student Addison Hyland,
who noted the students eventually developed
proposals for both a pollinator garden and un-
derstory reconstruction after learning their orig-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Students turn classroom eco project into county-backed
environmental initiative at Watts Pond

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

inal drainage pond location was not county
property.

On May 5, members of the Eco Action
Team and dozens of student volunteers
gathered at Watts Pond Road alongside
Trent Meyers Forestry Supervisor from
the County of Brant and community orga-
nizations including Brant for Nature and
Grand Erie Master Gardeners to help bring
the students’ environmental vision to life
through planting and restoration work at
the site.

Looking back at how it all started, Paris
District High School teacher Lesley Brom-
hall, said the project began after the school
board’s Energy and Sustainability Officer
asked her to assemble a team of students
interested in solving ecological issues. The
original group included Grade 12 students
Ellie Monrad, Addison Hyland, Aliah King-
swood and Addison Haller, later joined by
Grade 10 student Emily White-Deveroux.

The students first attended the Eco Action
Project Initiative at the Innovation Hub at
North Park School, where they were tasked
with identifying an environmental issue
and developing a project proposal. Initial-
ly, the group hoped to create a stormwater
garden near Watts Pond.

Bromhall said it quickly became clear
the project meant more to the students than
simply completing an assignment.

“At the Hub, while the students were in
the first stages of brainstorming, you could
tell this was more than a classroom assign-
ment to them — they were passionate, in-
novative and their enthusiasm was palpa-
ble and contagious,” she said.

The students wasted little time getting
started, organizing a visit to the site the
same evening after their first session.

“They took soil samples, videos and
were mapping out the area,” Brombhall
said. “This wasn’t just a theoretical project
to them, this was a local, relatable problem
that they wanted to solve.”

The project took another major step for-
ward after students connected with Meyers
during a separate tree planting event in
Glen Morris. Meyers encouraged the team
to develop three formal proposals, a storm-
water garden, pollinator gardens along the

(MICHELLE MALVASO PHOTOS)

Olivia George plants native vegetation along the shoreline at Watts Pond during a student-
led environmental stewardship initiative on May 5.

trails and an understory planting project fo-
cused on erosion control.

Each proposal was researched and devel-
oped by individual students before being
presented to county representatives.

Ultimately, the county approved the pol-
linator garden and understory restoration
plans, with hopes the stormwater compo-
nent could be addressed in the future.

For Grade 12 student Ellie Monrad, the
environmental concerns surrounding ero-
sion at the pond became a key focus.

“I focused a lot on the erosion proofing
when it comes to the edge of the pond, as
there tends to be a lot of erosion in that area
because it’s constantly almost a swamp-
land,” Monrad said. “So we’re looking to
put some native plants into that to help
with erosion, and also the understory.”

Monrad said the students faced challeng-
es when they learned their original storm-
water garden proposal could not move
ahead because the land was not owned by
the county, but she said community con-
nections ultimately helped move the proj-
ect forward.

“We realized that was the direct connec-

Student volunteers JD Perkins , Lainey Reynolds Ke|Ie|gh Roberts Hill

tion we needed to make our plans happen,”
she said of meeting Meyers. “That was our
biggest step.”

She said the experience taught students
the value of collaboration and environmen-
tal stewardship.

“It brings a lot of people together, I think,
as well, the environment,” Monrad said.
“I really hope the long-term impact on the
community will be the green space thriv-
ing, having a place to watch birds, and new
wildlife and species come back and thrive
within the community.”

Fellow student Aliah Kingswood de-
scribed the project’s rapid evolution as
“very serendipitous,” adding that network-
ing and community partnerships played a
major role in turning the students’ vision
into reality.

“I’'m excited that we’re able to make a
difference in our community and I hope it
serves its purpose as educating people,”
Kingswood said. “I hope the next gener-
ation, or even next years’ classes can do
something similar for the good of our com-
munity and environment.”

Hyland said the project also reinforced

Addison Hyland (Eco Action Team member)

how important environmental action has
become for younger generations.

“I think that I have learned how much
our environment needs our help,” she said.
“Without humans combating issues, polli-
nators will continue to die and it will lead to
great environmental and economic strain.”

Community organizations also praised
the students’ commitment and enthusiasm
during the May 5 planting event, where
volunteers worked alongside members of
Grand Erie Master Gardeners and other en-
vironmental groups.

“What struck me immediately is that the
students clearly WANTED to be there rath-
er than it being forced or required,” said
Myke Czikk of the Grand Erie Master Gar-
deners. “Within five minutes of being in-
troduced to some students, a couple asked
if I wanted ‘to see something cool.” They
had found a moth cocoon on a branch and
were thrilled at seeing life in the ecosys-
tem.”

Czikk said students continued working
despite difficult conditions, including thick
roots and gravel beneath the soil surface.
After planting was completed ahead of
schedule, students split into groups to pick
up litter and remove invasive garlic mus-
tard plants along the trails.

Lynne Goulet-Smith, coordinator of the
Grand Erie Master Gardeners, said proj-
ects like the one at Watts Pond help inspire
younger generations to understand the im-
portance of protecting natural spaces.

“Hands-on work enables them to learn
not only the ‘how’ but ‘why’ certain mea-
sures or procedures are used in sustainable
gardening practices and environmental
preservation,” she said.

She added the organization hopes to en-
courage more youth involvement in envi-
ronmental stewardship and horticulture
while raising awareness about the impor-
tance of protecting green spaces, pollina-
tors and waterways. Bromhall said the
support from community organizations and
county staft has been overwhelming.

“This entire process has been inspiring
thus far, albeit a whirlwind,” she said.
“The community and the county have been
very supportive of our students. There is
an overall sense of hope amongst all in-
volved.”
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Volunteers, like Chris McCurdy, students and community
partners worked together to support shoreline rehabilitation
and habitat enhancement through native species planting
initiatives.
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Ellie Monrad said she hopes projects like the shoreline
restoration effort inspire more young people to get involved
in protecting local ecosystems and natural spaces.

Traffic, parking concerns shape
film policy review

CASANDRA TURNBULL

Managing Editor

County of Brant councillors have backed updates to
the municipality’s filming policy following a public re-
view that found most residents support film production
but want stronger communication, traffic management
and clearer rules in residential areas. The recommenda-
tions still require final ratification by council.

A report presented to the county’s Policy Develop-
ment Committee on May 5 recommends enhanced
public communication around filming activity and a
review of filming parameters in residential neighbour-
hoods alongside the county’s upcoming noise bylaw
review.

The current filming policy was adopted in Septem-
ber 2024 after significant filming activity in downtown
Paris for the Amazon TV Series Motorheads sparked
complaints from residents and businesses. The policy
introduced “Downtown Filming Zones” in Paris, St.
George and Burford, which created stricter notification
requirements and “blackout dates” preventing filming
during peak tourism periods and major community
events.

County staff surveyed residents earlier this year to
determine whether the policy was working as intended
after filming resumed in Paris, St. George and Middle-
port throughout 2025.

According to the engagement summary, 79 per cent
of respondents said filming was either a positive ex-
perience or had no impact on them. Just 21 per cent
reported a negative experience.

Among residents who experienced filming near their
homes in the last year, more than half described the
experience as positive, while fewer than 10 per cent
said filming caused significant disruption to their daily
lives.

Residents identified neighbourhood excitement, im-
provements to storefronts and economic benefits to
local businesses among the positives associated with

filming. When asked about the biggest benefit of host-
ing productions, 42 per cent cited spending at local
businesses.

Still, the review highlighted several recurring frus-
trations.

Traffic disruptions, road closures and parking pres-
sures generated the highest number of complaints,
particularly involving production vehicles parked in
residential areas. Residents also raised concerns about
idling vehicles and overnight noise.

The county’s review found many residents want
clearer communication and more predictable oversight
when productions come to town. While 63 per cent of
respondents said they received advance notice about
filming, nearly one-third said they did not.

Some residents told the county social media notifi-
cations were not enough and requested direct flyers or
delivered notices, particularly for seniors living close
to filming locations.

The report also signals possible future changes tied
to the county’s upcoming noise bylaw overhaul. Staff
noted filming rules currently reflect the existing noise
bylaw and may need to change once the municipality
adopts a new hybrid enforcement approach for noise
complaints.

County staff are also revamping the municipality’s
film webpage to make it easier for residents to find no-
tices, filming details and production information, while
also creating a dedicated portal for film industry appli-
cations and inquiries.

The report notes film production remains an import-
ant economic driver for the county despite broader in-
dustry uncertainty tied to artificial intelligence and po-
tential U.S. tariff pressures on Canadian productions.

Film activity in the County of Brant has stabilized
in recent years following disruptions caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic and Hollywood labour strikes.
The county recorded four productions and 21 filming
days in both 2024 and 2025. As of this month, one pro-
duction had filmed in the county in 2026.

LA 7 S ey
PDHS Eco Action Team leaders Aliah Kingswood, Emily
White-Deveroux, Addison Hyland, Ellie Monrad in front of the
oldest Oak tree in Paris, approximately 300 years old!
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County of Brant reports record-breaking year for

development amid growth, construction challenges

County of Brant shares 2025 Economic Development and Tourism Year End Report

CASANDRA TURNBULL

Managing Editor

County of Brant officials say 2025
marked a “record-breaking” year for in-
dustrial and commercial development,
highlighted by more than $160 million
in permits issued and several major pri-
vate-sector investments expected to create
hundreds of jobs across the municipality.

The County recently released its 2025
Economic Development and Tourism Year
End Report, outlining growth trends, infra-
structure planning, tourism initiatives and
mitigation efforts tied to the Downtown
Dig construction project in Paris.

In follow-up comments to The Paris In-
dependent, Zach Gable, director of eco-
nomic development and tourism, said the
record-setting year was driven largely by
industrial and commercial building activ-
ity.

“The record-breaking year is mostly de-
fined by the value of Industrial and Com-
mercial building permits that were issued
in 2025,” said Gable. “Since 2017, building
permits issued, Industrial and Commercial
permits ranged from $16,199,000 in 2017
to the previous high of $60,116,000 in
2022.”

According to the report, industrial de-
velopment permits totalled $150.2 million
in 2025, up sharply from $16.8 million in
2024. Commercial permits also increased
to more than $10.3 million.

Major projects included Amazon’s
planned 200,000-square-foot last-mile de-
livery station near Rest Acres Road and
Highway 403, as well as the relocation of
1200 Degrees Ontario to Burford.

Gable said several large investments
announced in 2025, including Amazon,

Tigercat and 1200 Degrees Ontario, are
expected to create approximately 400
jobs as projects move through various
construction stages. The report also high-
lights Tigercat Industries’ continued ex-
pansion in Paris, including completion of
a new 275,000-square-foot facility at 141
Consolidated Dr. Manufacturing remained
the County’s largest employment sector
in 2025 with 3,851 jobs, a 16 per cent in-
crease from 2021.

While the report points to strong growth
in sectors such as transportation and ware-
housing, health care and professional ser-
vices, it also notes declines in the number
of agriculture and manufacturing business-
es. Gable said those declines reflect broad-
er economic trends rather than a shrinking
labour market.

“While the number of businesses in these
sectors were shown to decrease, the number
of jobs in manufacturing has seen steady
growth from 2021 to 2025,” he said, noting
the data from this report is collected from
both Statistics Canada’s Canada Business
Count and Lightcast analysis. “The County
is fortunate to have local successes like Ti-
gercat expanding.”

He added the County is focusing on
the Cainsville Premier Employment Hub
Comprehensive Land Use Strategy to en-
courage advanced manufacturing growth.

Agriculture also remains a major priority,
with the County preparing to launch its Ru-
ral Prosperity Community Improvement
Plan aimed at helping farm businesses di-
versify revenue streams and remain viable
long term.

The report also devotes significant atten-
tion to the Downtown Dig reconstruction
project in downtown Paris, which began
in spring 2025 and is expected to continue

over four years.

County staff, working alongside the
Downtown Paris BIA, launched promo-
tional campaigns, visitor ambassador pro-
grams and special events to help offset dis-
ruptions caused by construction.

Still, Gable acknowledged some busi-
nesses experienced significant impacts.

“Reported impacts varied widely,” he
said. “Some businesses indicated no mea-
surable change, while others reported de-
clines of up to 50%, with most falling in
the 10 to 25% range during construction.”

The County said feedback from busi-
nesses resulted in changes to communica-
tions and support efforts.

“Feedback also identified areas for im-
provement, including earlier and more
proactive communication, more tailored
business support (i.e. workshops) and pro-
fessional development opportunities, and
continued attention to signage, pedestrian
access, and coordination during construc-
tion phases,” Gable said.

In response, the County increased out-
reach to businesses and surrounding neigh-
bourhoods while adding additional local
signage and coordination with utility part-
ners, he added.

Despite the disruption, the County re-
ported seven new businesses opened in
downtown Paris during 2025.

The report also highlights a major in-
crease in Community Improvement Plan
(CIP) activity. Nineteen projects were ap-
proved in 2025, with $257,180 in grants
leveraging nearly $1.4 million in proper-
ty improvements. Gable said the County
measures success both through immediate
private-sector investment and longer-term
assessment growth.

“In the short term, the County of Brant

tracks the leveraged grant dollars to make
improvements to properties,” he said. “In
the longer term, The County of Brant will
track the assessment growth of the prop-
erties that have had CIP projects through
MPAC assessments.”

He added the County has also seen a
longer-term decline in downtown vacancy
rates. Not all applications were approved.
Gable said one application was withdrawn
by the applicant, one was deemed ineligi-
ble and another was deferred.

The report further points to continued
population growth pressures. The County’s
population is projected to increase from
nearly 46,000 residents in 2025 to more
than 51,000 by 2035. Gable said infrastruc-
ture remains one of the largest challenges
tied to future economic growth.

“Ensuring the appropriate infrastructure
is in place continues to be an area of focus
for the County in order to ensure there is
both adequate road infrastructure and ser-
vices to facilitate business development,”
he said. Among the major projects identi-
fied are wastewater servicing expansions in
Cainsville and along Paris Road, as well as
long-term improvements around the High-
way 403 and Rest Acres Road interchange
to support employment lands development.

The report also highlights tourism and
cultural initiatives, including 36 special
events attracting an estimated 128,000
attendees, Culture Days programming
that ranked the County seventh nationally
among small municipalities, and continued
promotion of local businesses through the
Locale tourism guide and Brant Eats cam-
paign.

The full report is available through the
County of Brant’s economic development
website at www.brant.ca/Invest.

County of Brant launches Rural Prosperity Community
Improvement Plan

MEDIA RELEASE

The County of Brant is pleased to an-
nounce the launch of the Rural Prosperity
Community Improvement Plan (RPCIP),
a new program designed to support farms,
rural tourism operators, and property own-
ers across the County’s hamlets.

Approved by Council in April, the RP-
CIP provides financial incentives to en-
courage investment, improve properties,
and strengthen the local rural economy.

“The Rural Prosperity Community Im-
provement Plan is an important step in sup-
porting the sustainability of our rural com-
munities,” said Mayor David Bailey. “By
helping to offset costs for improvements,
we are investing in our farms, businesses,
and rural areas in the County for years to

come.”

Building on the success of the County’s
Community Improvement Plan (CIP) pro-
gram, the RPCIP applies to rural areas out-
side of the urban boundaries of Paris, St.
George, and Burford, offering a range of
grant programs to support eligible projects.

At its core, the RPCIP is designed to
reduce the cost of improving buildings,
upgrading signage, repurposing existing
structures, and completing planning or
building approvals.

Available grant programs include:

* Fagade Improvement Grant

*  Signage Improvement Grant

* Property and Private Parking Area

Improvement Grant
»  Application Fee Grant
* Adaptive Commercial Reuse Grant

* Housing/Residential Unit Improve-
ment Grant
These programs aim to support farm vi-
ability, enhance tourism experiences, im-
prove housing options, and encourage the
reuse of existing buildings rather than new
development.
Who is eligible
Eligible applicants may include:
*  Farms with on-farm diversified uses
or additional residential units
*  Rural tourism businesses
*  Commercial, institutional, or mixed-
use properties in hamlets and villag-
es
Eligibility requirements vary by pro-
gram, and all projects must meet County
policies and receive approval before work
begins.

Interested applicants are asked to contact
County staff before submitting an applica-
tion to confirm eligibility and discuss proj-
ect details. Funding is limited and subject
to Council approval.

“The RPCIP reflects what we heard
from our rural community,” said Zach Ga-
ble, Director of Economic Development
and Tourism. “There is strong interest in
practical improvements that support local
businesses, agriculture, and tourism while
maintaining the character of rural Brant.”

To learn more about the Rural Prosperity
Community Improvement Plan, including
eligibility and how to apply, visit: www.
brant.ca/RPCIP

For questions, please contact the County
of Brant Economic Development team at
invest@brant.ca or call 519-442-7268.
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OPINION

Parents, not politicians,
hold the key to social

media safety

GEORGE LE GRESLEY

Paris Independent Columnist

I had a conversation with my grandson,
a second-year university student, about his
views on countries considering bans on
social media for young people and his ex-
perience in high school. I was shocked by
his answer, given that there were negative
mental health issues, bullying, shaming,
and much more! If he had his say on the
issue, he would definitely support a ban for
younger audiences.

Why do people support such a ban? Men-
tal health is definitely a concern, as social
media use is linked to anxiety, depression,
and self-esteem in younger teens. Most
apps are designed to keep younger users,
who haven’t developed the skills to resist
the impulse to keep scrolling, engaged
with endless notifications and likes. More
importantly, the exposure to ‘“harmful
content”, such as violence, misinforma-
tion, and unhealthy behaviors. Sleep and
academic performance: late-night scroll-
ing can steal the amount of sleep a young
person needs and their focus during school
and other activities.

So, who would oppose a ban on social
media? App developers and younger peo-
ple who use it to communicate with friends
and communities, such as clubs and sports
groups. There’s no doubt that many use so-
cial media to maintain friendships and in-
terests, and to express themselves creative-
ly. Young adults might be included here,
being digitally literate about using tech-
nology responsibly across all their social
media use. Enforcing proper use of social
media can be difficult, as teens can bypass
restrictions by creating fake accounts and
using VPNs (Virtual Private Networks)
that disguise their locations on the internet.
Many feel that a ban infringes on an indi-
vidual's rights, but, in turn, parents must
treat social media as inevitable and accept
it as a parent’s responsibility to monitor a
new, young user of social media.

Rather than banning social media for
teens and below, an alternative would be to
have age restrictions and verification sys-
tems. Placing screen time limits on their
devices. Governments might legislate App
providers to reduce addictive features, im-
prove user moderation, and increase trans-
parency about the algorithms that produce
feeds of content a user is interested in.

Parents should make it their responsibili-
ty to have open conversations about social
media, monitor their children’s use of it,
and either set limits arbitrarily or agree on
them. Once, parents wanted to know who
their children were hanging out with; now,
parents have to be concerned about their
children's relationship with the World Wide
Web.

In Australia, the federal government
found that cases of teen anxiety and de-
pression were rising, and they were con-
cerned about the addictive and harmful
content in Apps. In 2024, their solution
was to ban Social Media for children under
16. Whether this ban will be effective is too
early to tell, but one has to question if it
will work! In Europe, there are no bans on
use, but rather restricted advertising aimed
at minors. In Canada and Ontario, schools
have units on the use of social media.

Research has shown that children under
13 are the most vulnerable age group to the
negative effects of social media: cyberbul-
lying, self-esteem issues, and vulnerabili-
ty to addictive app designs. Children aged
13-15 years old are vulnerable to mental
health issues, peer approval, and anxiety,
especially in girls. Ages 15-16 are consid-
ered a time when teens may be better crit-
ical thinkers, less dependent on peer val-
idation, and more responsible with social
media. Ultimately, it’s the parents' respon-
sibility to monitor their children’s use and
its effects.

So will government bans work? About
as well as the drinking age limits work.
So if government bans don’t work 100%,
so what’s the solution? The best way to
introduce social media to children is for
parents to get involved! For younger new
users, start with a training session togeth-
er to create accounts appropriate for the
child’s age. Parents should have access to
their accounts and set all profiles to “pri-
vate only”. Start with only one App. Set
upfront boundaries, such as no devices
in their bedroom at night, to avoid losing
important sleep. Mutually set a daily time
limit, say once a day, that can be extend-
ed. Most importantly, understand that per-
sonal information, such as the school they
attend, should not be posted. We should be
aware of how predators can take advantage
of children, and, for that matter, people of
any age. Weekly check-ins with your child,
asking if there was something they saw that
bothered them on social media. Teach them
to think about what they see, such as why
a post received so many likes or whether
it was real or created with artificial intel-
ligence.

As time goes on, communication and
confidence in young users gradually give
them independence with social media,
encourage them to discuss what they are
seeing, and prompt them to check for early
warning signs of mood swings or obses-
sions with likes or followers on their apps.

There are plenty of strategies a parent
can use, such as contracts outlining what
is allowed. Still, the most important thing
a parent can do is to communicate with the
young person, monitor their use, and dis-
cuss how social media is affecting them.

Letters to the Editor

Volunteer

Dear Editor:

I was heading out this morning to do a
trash pick up on Mile Hill and it looks like
someone beat me to it. A huge thank you
to whoever you are and thank you for car-

Small Acts, Big Impact: Resident
Thanks Anonymous Litter Cleanup

ing about our community. Litter is still an
issue, but it is awesome to see that there
are people who care and want to help.

Ute Schram, Paris Ont

says Oakley

Dear Editor:

This week at council, we approved a
master plan document on the future of our
parks facilities. This 312 page document
was the product of our own in-house team
of staff, with thousands of staff hours
(many of those hours overtime and week-
ends) going into making this master plan.
During our committee meeting, much
(well-deserved) praise was leveled at staff
for the quality of this report, and how im-
portant it is that we have tailored plans
and studies, not done by external contrac-
tors, but local staff.

This is a sentiment I also often see on-
line, though typically in the negative, with
constituents often concerned by projects,
master plans, and works done by external
contractors on how well they “actually
know what it is like for residents of the
County”. Members of council and the
public also often highlight the amount
of time and money it costs to have these
projects done by contractors. I whole-
heartedly agree that our own team is often
better equipped in terms of local knowl-
edge, interest, and personal stake in the
community (staff are most often County
residents as well); but I felt it important
during that meeting and through this ar-
ticle to highlight a dichotomy in how we
often talk about staff resourcing.

It is, as I’ve highlighted a populist idea,
that locals should motivate the decision
making and planning in our government;
yet I also hear every year from both mem-
bers of council and the public that we
should freeze hiring, or wages, or even re-
duce the size of our staffing complement.
These two things are fundamentally in-
compatible. We cannot ask for more work
to be done at the local level, to ensure that

Local expertise worth the investment,

local touch, while also deliberately ham-
stringing the municipality by resource
starving it. Shrinking the public service
is a concept from the Chretien era that
history has now shown us has broadly re-
duced the effectiveness of public services
and caused drastic cost increases through
bloated consultant fees.

While there are times where external
expertise is needed, or expertise is simply
not warranted to have in house, I would
say that we could save a lot of time, mon-
ey, and energy by fleshing out both our
staff complement and the equipment they
have on hand. There is a certain baseload
of work that we as a municipality needs
done every year, whether that is planning
future facilities or basic reconstructive
roadwork that we currently still shop out.
As I mentioned in a recent interview with
the Paris Independent about my choice
not to run in the next election, I have
yet to see an example of us investing in
equipment or staff that has not resulted in
a faster, better, and cheaper end product.

So, I would encourage the public during
future municipal budgets to look be-
yond the immediate sticker shock when
a budget package says that X employee
will cost Y dollars. Instead, consider how
those dollars will save us money in the
future — whether that’s by being able to
do road reconstruction in house, or pro-
duce a master plan for the next major
parks project in-house, or simply paint a
new crosswalk without waiting for a con-
tractor. I would also encourage you to ask
your councillors (both current and aspir-
ing given this year’s election) to approach
these concepts the same way.

Lucas Oakley / Ward 2 Councillor Paris

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
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have opinions to share, email your letter to stories@theparisindependent.com
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1200 Degrees Ontario celebrates Burford grand opening

CHRIS ABBOTT
Grant Haven Media

1200 Degrees Ontario celebrated its
grand opening with a ribbon cutting at 356
Bishopsgate Road, Burford on Thursday,
May 7.

The new, 18,000 square foot pur-
pose-built facility, representing a $6 mil-
lion investment in Brant County, was on
display during the two-day grand opening.

“Thank you for investing in the Coun-
ty of Brant, good luck and success, and
keep up the good work,” said County of
Brant Mayor David Bailey, who attended
the Thursday afternoon’s ceremony with
members of Brant County Council.

“There is no question about it, it is $6
million invested into Brant County - it was
the right decision,” said 1200 Degrees On-
tario co-owner Jeffrey Climie. “On behalf
of 1200 Degrees, all of our vendors and the
first responders who are here to support,
thank you very much for coming out and
helping welcome us to Brant County.”

“I’m impressed when someone can build
a building that exactly suits them,” said
Bailey after the ribbon cutting. “They had
a building in Ayr that was working, but it
wasn’t quite big enough. They couldn’t
test the height on these machines (indoors).
Here, they built it as high as they needed
to. They said the build itself is very basic,
it’s just like a big warehouse, but it does
have all the room they need to try all the
hydraulics, and testing all the machines, all
the fire trucks, can be done inside where
they should be done.”

Bailey noted access to highways is per-

zoned for commercial/warehousing.

“It’s not invasive... because we had a
building very much like it, next door to it.
They’ve been there for years and we’ve
had no trouble with them, so the natural
extension is to come down this road, and
I am sure that you will see more big builds
coming into this area of Burford.

“A year ago today, this was a corn field,
and I think that’s amazing that they got it
done so quickly. This is a lot of cement,
this is a lot of stuff that needs time to cure,
but they did it. So their timing from begin-
ning must have been perfect because now
we’re here and it’s finished.

“We’re happy to have them,” Bailey con-
cluded.

“I came here today to support them and
to see if they’ve got anything else here new
that might be interesting for us to look at,”
said County of Brant Fire Chief Darren
Watson, who attended the 1200 Degrees
trade show and ribbon cutting.

Brant County has a purchasing policy
for its eight-station Brant Fire and Rescue,
which includes Station 1 in Paris and Sta-
tion 3 in Burford. A new North Paris Fire
Station (Station 9) is coming to Ann Wil-
son Way in the spring of 2027.

“Just recently they (1200 Degrees On-
tario) won a tender from us for auto ex
equipment,” said Watson, noting the auto
extraction equipment is on order, expected
this month. “It went through the bid pro-
cess... and it was actually so close, one of
the closest I’ve seen.”

Watson said having 1200 Degrees On-
tario in Burford is both good for the local
economy and good for neighbouring de-
partments.

1200 Degrees Ontario held a trade show during its two-day grand opening, May 7-8, in
Burford, which included an auto extrication demonstration Thursday evening.
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County of Brant Mayor David Bailey cuts a ceremonial ribbon at 1200 Degrees Ontario’s
grand opening on May 7 with representatives from County of Brant Council and 1200

Degrees Ontario.

The dealership’s move from Ayr to the
new Burford building happened in Decem-
ber 2025.

“We had 12,000 square feet in Ayr, but
it was a very inefficient 12,000 square feet
because as the company grew, we expanded
throughout the strip mall area we were part
of,” said Climie. “Here, it’s 18,000 square
feet, but it’s fully custom-designed by us,
for us. An example, there’s no beams in the
shop, so we can swing aerials around. The
bay doors are a little bit taller and wider
to get fire trucks inside. Little things, like
that, that make this work for us.”

1200 Degrees Ontario already has a pro-
posal to expand, giving them an option of
future growth.

Currently the company has three deal-
erships — one in Ontario, which started
in 1993, and two in the Trois-Rivieres,
Quebec area (1979 equipment and 1991
trucks). The aerial fire trucks are manufac-
tured by a Florida company.

“The reason that there is three is we have
our equipment division and our truck di-
vision separate in Quebec,” said Climie.
“Here in Ontario we’re all in one building,
we’re all one big team.

“1200 degrees is the hottest fire can get
at ambient temperature... we always say
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1200 degrees is a good representation for
our company because it’s also the passion
that we have, it’s the hottest that you can
get.”

ABOUT 1200 DEGREES ONTARIO

1200 Degrees is a leader in the field of
sales, maintenance and repair of fire trucks
and equipment for Quebec, Ontario and the
Atlantic Provinces. 1200 Degrees Ontario
supports municipal and industrial fire ser-
vices across Ontario with specialized fire
apparatus sales, preventative maintenance,
emergency repairs, refurbishments, and
technical support, along with a full range of
frontline emergency response equipment.

The new, larger facility in Burford is
expected to improve customer response
times, increase service capacity, and en-
hance customer support.
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A one-day event to
showcase over 40 artists
and makers in the Banfield
Neighbourbood in Paris!
(the area just behind the
Willett Hospital).
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HISTORIC PARIS

By Chris Whelan

The year was 1935, and Paris, a heredi-
tary sport town, was bustling with activi-
ty on Victoria Day. It was a stay-at-home
holiday for the locals, but that didn't stop
them from engaging in a wide range of out-
door sports and recreational activities. The
weather was glorious, adding to the festive
atmosphere that filled the air.

From golfing to bowling, tennis to base-
ball, football to fishing, and even fireworks,
there was something for everyone to en-
joy. Parisians had always been passionate
about sports, with a sporting spirit deeply
ingrained in the town's culture for over
three-quarters of a century. In the earlier
days, Paris boasted its own cricket grounds
down in the flats and was renowned as a
center for cricket. Horse racing, curling,
and foot racing were also popular games
that attracted visitors from far and wide.

The year 1935 marked the introduction
of British rugby to Paris. Experts claimed
that this form of rugby was markedly dif-
ferent from and superior to the soccer usu-
ally played in the town. Two out-of-town
teams, Brantford and an Irish team from
Toronto, showcased their skills in an ex-
hibition match, captivating the spectators
with the thrilling game.

Golfers kicked off the summer season

Circus in Paris
On Victoria Day

PARIS — For the first time
in more than 35 years, a three-
ring circus is coming to

Under the sponsorship of
the Paris Athletic Association,
Dale Brothers' Circus will
stage the ‘big top” perform-
ance in the municipal park on
Wednesday, May 24,

The association will receive
50 per cent of revenue from
advance sales, and 10 per cent
of the ‘“take” at the gate.
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with a tournament, while the lawn bowl-
ers and the Presbyterian Tennis Club also
organized their respective opening events.
The new tennis grounds of St. Paul's United
Church were particularly praised for their
excellent condition. The various clubs re-
ported an increase in membership, indicat-
ing that Paris was determined to maintain
its prominent position in the sporting world
despite the emergence of new competitors.

The Paris Lawn Bowling Club saw over
60 members participate in the opening day
competition. The green was in excellent
condition, and President Haire expressed
optimism about the club's successful sea-
son ahead. The club also paid tribute to the
late member John Inksater, while extend-
ing warm wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Sinclair on their sixtieth wedding anniver-
sary.

Tennis enthusiasts gathered at the Pres-
byterian Tennis Club for a grand opening
event, featuring a mixed double contest.
The tournament showcased some exciting
matches, with George Hunter and M. Gil-

lies emerging as the winners. Croquet was
also played on the lawn during breaks be-
tween matches, adding to the fun and ca-
maraderie.

The Paris Golf and Country Club cele-
brated a successful 24th of May, with the
fairways and greens in exceptional condi-
tion. The men's sweepstakes and a mixed
two-ball foursome tournament were held,
engaging numerous players. Norman Eby
and R. T. Hall emerged as winners in the
sweepstakes, while Russell Sandercock
and Mrs. Mary S. Apps triumphed in the
mixed two-ball foursome.

Baseball fans witnessed a thrilling game
between Paris and Waterloo. Despite a val-
iant effort, Paris succumbed to Waterloo's
superb pitching by Moyer, who claimed
an impressive 23 strikeouts. The Waterloo
team showcased their batting power, secur-
ing a victory with a score of 15 to 7. Bill
England stood out as Paris's leading hitter,
while the Waterloo team proved to be a for-
midable group.

In addition to the sports events, Parisians

(PARIS MUSEUM & HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTOS)

enjoyed a variety of other activities on Vic-
toria Day. The town's emblematic Lions'
float, representing the five principles of Li-
onism, made an appearance at the parade
in Brantford. The Paris Prayer Circle held a
picnic at Camp Thayendanegea, becoming
the first organization of the season to enjoy
the grounds for recreation and religious ex-
ercises.

Other highlights of the day included the
Court of Revision to hear appeals against
the assessment of the Municipality of Paris,
a successful jitney dance at the Paris Arena
featuring Tommy Mac's orchestra, and the
vibrant display of fireworks that lasted well
into the night. Plans were also underway
for a garden party to be organized by the
Paris Branch of the Canadian Legion later
in June, an event eagerly anticipated by the
townspeople.

Thus, in 1935, Paris, Ontario, celebrat-
ed Victoria Day in true sporting fashion,
showcasing its passion for outdoor activi-
ties and its unwavering spirit of camarade-
rie and community engagement.

Horse Races

Victoria Day

PARIS — The annual Victo
ria Day harness races will gef
under way at 1:30 p.m. May
24 at Paris fairgrounds

Wagering privileges will he
available for the eight races
which involve 64 horses.

The event is expected (o
continue until 4:30 p.m.

Bowling. Gireen and Tennls Gourls, Paris, Gan,
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By Gary Chalk
Non-Pulitzer Prize
Winning Columnist

Throughout our marriage Jan and I
sometimes don’t see things eye to eye.
Tuesday morning, we really REALLY
did not see things eye to eye! This is what
happened. ..

Jan left to go to a dental appointment.
Meanwhile, I was home getting ready to
meet friends for lunch. When I began to
shave, I realized something terribly wrong,
things didn’t look right. Everything was

Living

fuzzy, way out of focus. I checked my
glasses, they were clean. I rubbed my
eyes and put the glasses back on. No dif-
ference. It was like I had suffered, oh no, a
stroke! I quickly called Jan...

“Hi. You have reached my voicemail.
Please leave a message.”

“Hi Jan, when you get this message,
please call me RIGHT AWAY!”

I looked back in the bathroom mirror.
Everything was still blurred! I cleaned the
glasses and looked again. No difference.
OMG! Was it a stroke?!

I recalled from my healthcare back-
ground the five symptoms of a stroke:
sudden trouble seeing out of one or both
eyes; sudden numbness on one side of
the body; sudden confusion or difficulty
speaking; sudden dizziness or loss of bal-

LIVING RETIRED: ‘Seeing Straight’

ance; and sudden severe headache.

Right off the bat I knew I had blurred
vision in both my eyes. Yikes!

My iPhone rang. It was Jan. “Gary, is
something wrong? 1 would have called
you sooner, but I have a headache, it came
on suddenly.”

OMG!!! “Jan, did you suddenly become
dizzy too? TELL ME!”

“Gary, no I am not dizzy. What is with
you? Why are you shouting at me? Are
you confused?”

OMG!!! My vision is blurred; now Jan
— who I trust — thinks I am confused.
Two symptoms of a stroke!

Silence...

“Gary, you aren’t speaking to me.”

OMG!! My eyesight is blurred. Jan
thinks I am having trouble speaking. AND
she has a headache. What are the chances
the both of us having a stroke?

“Jan. Where are you? I’ll send help right
away.”

“Gary, what are you nattering about? |
am sitting in the waiting room at the den-
tist’s office reading a magazine. Calm
down.”

Experts say when it comes to a stroke
time is important. I swung into action!

“Jan, listen to me. Don’t stand up from
your chair. Instead, remain seated and flail
both your arms to get the attention of the
receptionist. Or, are your arms numb? Can
you raise them overtop your head?”

“Gary, WHAT IS THE MATTER WITH
YOU? Both my arms are fine.”

“Okay, if your arms are fine that’s a
good sign. How about your face? Is it
drooping? One last question Dear, how is
your vision?”

Jan’s answer scared the daylight out
of me. I am sure my heart skipped beat!
“Gary, I slipped my glasses on, and the
magazine looks fuzzy.”

OMG! Both Jan and I ARE having a
stroke!

“Jan, I don’t know how to tell you this,
but I think we are both having a stroke!”

Silence. Then it happened. Jan laughed.
WHAT!!! I tell her we are having a stroke
and all she can do is laugh?

“Gary. The magazine looks blurred be-
cause I realized that I have your glasses. I
left mine on the bathroom vanity.

Silence...

I checked. I was wearing Jans glasses.

By noon hour, Jan had returned home.
We are seeing eye to eye again.

County of Brant unveils 10-year strategy to grow
and protect community forest

CASANDRA TURNBULL

Managing Editor

The County of Brant is looking to expand and better
protect its tree canopy through a new 10-year Community
Forest Strategy aimed at balancing growth, climate resil-
ience and long-term environmental sustainability.

The strategy was presented to the county’s policy devel-
opment committee May 5, where it was received for infor-
mation and supported by councillors without discussion.
Final approval still requires ratification by council.

Prepared by Dougan Ecology, Dendron Forestry Ser-
vices and S. Nitoslawski, the strategy outlines a long-term
roadmap for managing trees and forests across both public
and private lands, including parks, roadsides, cemeteries,
trails and woodlots.

According to the report, the county’s current overall tree
canopy cover is estimated at 24.7 per cent, with a long-
term target of increasing canopy cover on county-owned
lands to at least 30 per cent by 2050.

The strategy aligns with targets already established in
the County of Brant’s Climate Action Plan, which calls for
planting 55,000 trees by 2035 and 110,000 trees by 2045.

“The Community Forest Strategy provides a compre-
hensive, long-term framework to guide the protection,
management, and expansion of the County of Brant’s
Community Forest over the next ten (10) years,” forestry
supervisor Trent Meyers wrote in his report to committee.

The strategy notes the county’s “community forest”
extends well beyond wooded areas and includes all trees
located throughout the municipality’s urban and rural
landscape. Currently, the county manages more than 87
hectares of woodlots, over 55 parks, nine forest tracts and
roughly 300 kilometres of recreational trails.

The document also emphasizes the role trees play as
“critical green infrastructure” supporting biodiversity,

reducing urban heat island effects, improving air quality,
managing stormwater runoff and contributing to residents’
physical and mental well-being.

Public engagement formed a significant part of the strat-
egy’s development. A county survey conducted in spring
2025 gathered 192 responses and found strong public sup-
port for expanding and protecting tree cover.

Among survey respondents:

» 87 per cent agreed with the strategy’s goals

» 82 per cent expressed interest in stewardship activ-

ities

* 73 per cent said tree canopy coverage is lacking,

particularly in new subdivisions and

* 48 per cent disagreed that the county does enough

to protect trees.

Residents identified protecting existing natural areas,
planting more urban street trees, stronger enforcement
during development and increased public education as top
priorities.

The strategy focuses on five main priorities over the next
decade, including planning for future growth of the com-
munity forest, protecting trees on both public and private
lands, improving long-term tree health and safety, build-
ing stronger partnerships and community collaboration,
and supporting recreation and other initiatives connected
to green spaces and natural areas.

A major focus of the strategy is shifting the county from
a largely reactive forestry model, responding to hazards
and emergency removals, toward preventative mainte-
nance and long-term planning.

The strategy states emergency tree removals and de-
ferred maintenance are among the most expensive out-
comes for municipalities and notes preventative pruning
programs are more cost effective over time.

County staff currently include one forestry supervisor
and one arborist added in 2025. The strategy notes about

3,500 of an estimated 20,000 trees have been inventoried
to date.

Short-term priorities include completing a GIS-based
tree inventory in settlement areas, expanding preventative
maintenance programs, updating planting lists with native
and climate-adaptive species, and assessing additional
plantable areas across the county.

Longer-term initiatives include developing a Woodland
Strategy, launching a heritage tree protection program,
pursuing Tree Cities of the World recognition and explor-
ing regenerative agriculture initiatives such as silvopas-
ture.

The strategy also recognizes the need for continued
Indigenous engagement. Six Nations of the Grand River
and Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation participated in
consultation efforts and requested ongoing involvement as
projects move forward.

Staft say implementation of the strategy will be phased
over short-, medium- and long-term timelines and aligned
with future council-approved budgets and available staff-
ing resources.
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New Italian eatery brings more flavour to downtown Paris

RUBYYY JONES

Paris Independent Cultural Correspondent

The grand opening of Il Posto Giusto
Ristorante last Monday marked the latest
addition to a wave of new businesses help-
ing reshape downtown Paris this year. Lo-
cated beside the Arlington Hotel’s River’s
Edge event space, the family-owned and
operated restaurant features an authentic
Italian menu inspired by classic recipes
and traditional cuisine.

The opening of Il Posto Giusto follows
several other recent business launches in
the downtown core, including Oui Three
Girls, Modella Ladieswear, Duey’s Ice
Cream and Paris Without Crepes? at The
Paris Wincey Mills Co., reflecting contin-
ued investment and momentum in the com-
munity’s downtown business scene.

11 Posto Giusto Ristorante is owned by the
Riverso family, Lisa and Riccardo Riverso
and their four children Ricky (and general
manager), Alessandro, Victoria and Bella.
It is a family affair and they also have a
team of staff supporting the operations.

The restaurant space is small but airy and
bright, there’s even a little patio with sev-
eral tables overlooking the Grand River,
giving it the perfect ambience. The menu
has a range of authentic Italian dishes, of-
fering something for pasta lovers, pizza en-
thusiasts, antipasto fans and more. You can
dine in, order take out, or even grab some

convenient make at home dishes from a re-
frigerator stocked with meals you can take
home for those nights on the go.

Make sure you leave room for dessert;
there is a huge dessert menu to choose from
because the space is not only a restaurant
but also features a scrumptious Italian bak-
ery. “Our bakery was inspired by our late
Nonno Peter. He immigrated from Cosen-
za, Italy to Hamilton in 1965. Nonno Pe-
ter had a love for baking and turned it into
a career for himself, opening up his own
bakery and becoming well known for his
amazing cannoli,” said the Riverso family.

The grand opening event on May 4 was
attended by a number of dignitaries, repre-
sentatives from the Brant business commu-
nity and invited guests, including Mayor
David Bailey and County of Brant Cham-
ber of Commerce members. Councillor for
Ward 2, Steve Howes, put it succinctly, in
a Facebook post later that day: ‘More de-
licious reasons to visit Downtown Paris!’

Il Posto Giusto, means "The Right
Place" and the Riverso family have creat-
ed a place that’s full of warmth, generosity,
and flavour. Go check it out, meet the fam-
ily and try it for yourself! Il Posto Giusto
Ristorante is open Fridays and Saturdays
11 am. to 11 p.m. and Sunday to Thursday
11 am. to 10 p.m. You can make a reser-
vation online or drop in and try your luck.
Good luck to Riverso family and welcome
to downtown Paris!

(MAYOR DAVID BAILEY PHOTO)

Cutting the ribbon at the grand opening of Il Posto Giusto, left to right, Paris Ward 2
Councillor Steve Howes, Riccardo Riverso, Ricky Riverso, Lisa Riverso, Alessandro
Riverso, Mayor David Bailey, Victoria Riverso, Susan Morton (Chamber of Commerce) and

Bella Riverso.

Il Posto Giusto Ristorante opened on Monday, May 4 in downtown Paris, located at 91
Grand River St N.
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Brantford-Brant unemployment rate falls to 5.7
per cent as employment rises in April

MEDIA RELEASE

Employment in the Brantford-Brant re-
gion increased by 1,200 people in April,
helping drive the local unemployment rate
down to 5.7 per cent, according to the lat-
est labour force data released by Statistics
Canada.

The seasonally adjusted figures show
the local unemployment rate dropped by
0.6 percentage points from the previous
month, while labour force participation in
the region continued to rise. By compari-
son, Ontario’s unemployment rate edged
down slightly to 7.5 per cent, while the
national unemployment rate climbed 0.2

percentage points to 6.9 per cent.

The unemployment rate increased in sev-
eral neighbouring communities, including
Hamilton, Kitchener-Cambridge-Waterloo
and Guelph. In St. Catharines-Niagara,
however, the rate declined.

According to the Workforce Planning
Board of Grand Erie, employment gains in
the Brantford area were concentrated in the
service-producing sector. The largest in-
creases were reported in sales and service
occupations, as well as education, commu-
nity and government services.

Employment growth was strongest
among core working-aged adults between
the ages of 25 and 54.

The Workforce Planning Board also re-
ported continued hiring activity across the
region. Its Grand Erie Jobs board recorded
more than 2,000 new job postings in April.

The average length of time job postings
remained active declined slightly during
the month, suggesting employers are fill-
ing positions more quickly than in previous
months.

The five most in-demand occupations
in April were retail salespersons, material
handlers, transport truck drivers, store shelf
stockers and personal support workers.

The Workforce Planning Board has also
launched a new project aimed at support-
ing career development for youth and other

workforce entrants by improving aware-
ness of available education, training and
employment supports.

As part of the initiative, interviews are
being scheduled with community organi-
zations and stakeholders that support youth
employment and training.

Industry representatives and business
associations are being encouraged to con-
tact the Workforce Planning Board for
more information about participating in the
project. The Workforce Planning Board of
Grand Erie is one of 25 non-profit organi-
zations across Ontario involved in labour
force planning and is funded in part by the
governments of Canada and Ontario.

County of Brant seeks public input on proposed
noise bylaw changes

PARIS INDEPENDENT STAFF

The County of Brant is seeking pub-
lic feedback as it reviews and updates its
Noise Control Bylaw, with officials aiming
to create a more balanced and transparent
approach to managing noise complaints
across the growing community.

In a news release, the County said the
review comes as increasing development,
population growth and a wider range of
community events and activities continue
to change how residents experience noise
in their neighbourhoods.

The current bylaw regulates when and
how certain types of noise are permitted,
including rules surrounding construc-
tion activity, vehicle idling and amplified
sound.

County officials said recent discussions
surrounding community events have high-
lighted ongoing challenges in balancing
entertainment and community enjoyment
with concerns raised by nearby residents.
In some instances, noise complaints and
questions regarding exemptions have

sparked broader conversations about how
noise is managed and enforced.

At its March 17, 2026 Administration
and Operations Committee meeting, coun-
cil endorsed moving forward with what
the County describes as a hybrid model for
noise regulation.

Under the proposed approach, general
noise enforcement would rely on qualita-
tive standards, meaning enforcement offi-
cers would assess whether noise is likely to
disturb others.

The model would also introduce quanti-
tative decibel limits for specific recurring
issues, including live music and residential
air conditioning units.

County of Brant Director of Enforcement
and Regulatory Services Greg Bergeron
said the updated approach is intended to
better reflect the changing needs of the
community.

“We hear from residents and businesses
that noise can be a challenging issue, with
different expectations across the County,”
said Bergeron.

“As our community grows and changes,

Weekend Quiz

By Jake Grant

1. What term describes a period of
temporary economic decline?

2. What planet in our solar system
has a longer day than it does a
year?

3. How many minutes in a
professional football/soccer match?

4. What city is known as the eternal
city?

5. What company is the largest self

This week’s answers are found on pg. 19

driving taxi fleet in the world?

6. What land mammal has the
strongest bite force?

7. What is the largest internal organ in
the human body?

How many Stanley Cups do the
Montreal Canadiens have?

9. Who carved Pinocchio?

10. What is a microscopic bear called?

it is important that our bylaw changes with
it.

This review will help us create clearer
rules that are fair, practical, and support
both quality of life and a vibrant commu-
nity.”

The County said public feedback will
play a key role in shaping the updated

bylaw. Residents and businesses are en-
couraged to visit the EngageBrant website
to review information about the current
bylaw and proposed changes, complete a
survey and provide comments or questions
to staff.

The public engagement period remains
open until May 31.
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Paris Challenger Baseball to host first-ever Try-It
Day at Lions Park

A new chapter for inclusive recreation
in the community is set to begin later this
month as Paris Challenger Baseball pre-
pares to host its first-ever Try-It Day at Li-
ons Park.

The adaptive baseball and softball pro-
gram, designed for individuals living with
physical and cognitive disabilities, will
hold the introductory event May 30 from
10 a.m. to noon at Diamond A.

Organizers say the program is focused on
creating an inclusive and supportive envi-

ronment where athletes of all abilities can
build confidence, develop friendships and
experience the joy of sport.

The Try-It Day will feature skill-build-
ing stations, adapted gameplay and sen-
sory-friendly activities aimed at making
the experience accessible for participants
regardless of experience level.

“No experience is needed — just come
ready to play, connect, and be part of some-
thing incredible,” organizers shared in a
public announcement promoting the event.

The launch of Paris Challenger Baseball
builds on growing efforts locally to expand
accessible recreation opportunities and
community programming for residents of
all abilities.

The program is hosted by the Paris Youth
Softball Association and supported by the
Jays Care Foundation, which helps estab-
lish and grow Challenger Baseball leagues
in communities across Canada. Challenger

Pyjama party caps off ladies
dart league season

Pyjamas, plenty of laughs and maybe even a few bullseyes capped off the final Ladies
Dart League night of the season at the Paris Legion last week. No, it’s not an acrobatics
club — just a fun-loving group celebrating another successful year together in style.
The Paris Independent also extends thanks to Deborah Kuilboer for sharing weekly
updates throughout the season. Pictured, back row, from left: Bry, Nichole, MaryAnne,
Cheryl, Cynthia, Shari, Nancy, Annie, Katy, Marg, Katy and Tracy. Front row: Linda,
Patti, Debbie K., Gail, Nancy C., Kim, Bonnie and Elizabeth.

Baseball programs pair athletes with vol-

unteers and adaptive supports to create a
safe and welcoming environment centred
on participation and inclusion.

In addition to recruiting athletes, orga-
nizers are also seeking volunteers to help
support the league during the upcoming
season.

Community members interested in reg-
istering an athlete or volunteering can
contact organizers at parischallengerbase-
ball@gmail.com

Paris Duffers: Season
Opener at Burford Golf

Links

BY JEFF “STONES” JOHNSTON

Sports Correspondent

As another golf season tees off, the
boys were out and ready to play—even
with a stiff breeze blowing across a sunny
Burford layout.

The highlights started early with a mas-
sive "long drive of the day" from Haybo.
Meanwhile, Big Al and Holmesey were
the models of consistency, sitting at par
all day long. However, the pressure of the
late-game "press" eventually did them in,
with Paul B lending a helping hand to tip
the scales.

Fergie and Attlestew certainly got their
money’s worth, covering nearly every
inch of the course as they battled the wind,
the trees, and... well, you know how it

goes. Sinc and Kopper were at their ab-
solute finest, putting on a technical mas-
terclass with the flat sticks; unfortunately,
they were a little too far back in the pack
for the lesson to save the scorecard.

Jacque, Billy B, and Gerry H showed
off the steady driving and putting skills
they honed over the winter.

Their indoor golf expertise was on full
display, even if the "real" range proved
to be a bit more humbling than the sim-
ulators!

Most importantly, the day served as a
tribute to our dear friends, Cy and Stew.
We raised a glass to their memory, cour-
tesy of a round from Gerry H.

Rest in peace, friends—we’ll see you
on the greens and in the fairways.

All the best, boys... Stones

Dusters resume play with offensive
explosion at Gretzky Centre

House League

Standings -
FACTORY@I Week of May
4th

SID LUCKMAN

Paris Independent Contributor

It's good to be back after a week layoff of Duster
Hockey. The dressing rooms needed maintenance, as
did some bodies! But Duster Hockey came back AND,
for the first time at the Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre
in Brantford.

The goals were scored at will this week. I don't know
how Will felt about that, but we expect a full recovery
in a few weeks. Hats off to Sean Graham and Tyler
Stam, who ran offence like the Captain and Tennille.

Big story of the day was the struggle with face offs.

Self proclaimed local legend and poorest rich man in
town, Cam Stone, certainly just couldn't win! Team-
mate and advisor Chadlatty was quoted as saying "It's
like it was Cam against 21 other guys and Cam just
couldn't win." We are sure at the next game, Cam will
dazzle. We all love Cam Stone...just ask him!

The Dusters return to play after another maintenance
break this week coming. So Thursday May 21 at 6pm,
sees Duster Hockey back at the Gretzky Centre. Next
month, the Dusters return to the BSC with "Maroon in
June".

It will be a throwback game where the original jer-
seys and the newest jerseys will be showcased.

9-11 Year-Olid
Huskies defeat Tigers, 28-20
Flaming Flamingos deafet Hamburgers, 43-20
Warriors defeat Skyscrapers, 42-16
Lakers defeat Fire, 21-11

This week’s top scorers:
1.Benson, Warriors, 20 points
2. Aurora, Huskies, 16 points
3. Ethan K, Flaming Flamingos, 12 points.
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County proposes expanded basement flood assistance

CASANDRA TURNBULL

Managing Editor

County of Brant staff are proposing
a major expansion to the municipali-
ty’s basement flood prevention assis-
tance program, broadening the types
of upgrades eligible for financial sup-
port as recurring flooding concerns
continue to surface in parts of the
community.

The proposed changes were pre-
sented to the county’s policy devel-
opment committee last week with no
discussion from councillors. The rec-
ommendations must still be ratified by
county council before taking effect.

Under the proposed update, home-
owners could receive financial assis-
tance for disconnecting foundation
drains and downspouts from storm
sewer systems, installing backwater
valves on stormwater service con-
nections, and adding sump pits and
pumps with battery backup systems
that discharge to ground surface.

County staff are also recommending
$30,000 be allocated in 2026 for the
revised program through the capital
stormwater facility work budget, with
future funding requests included in
annual capital budget deliberations.

The proposed revisions follow a
Residential Stormwater Assessment

Pilot conducted in 2024 and 2025,
which investigated repeated basement
flooding complaints at five properties
in Paris and seven properties in St.
George.

According to the report prepared
by director of environmental services
Andrea Bazzard, the pilot identi-
fied several common contributors to
flooding, including foundation drains
connected to storm sewers, unsealed
basement floor openings allowing
groundwater  intrusion, unknown
floor drain connections, lack of sump
pumps and reverse-sloped driveways
without backwater valve protection.

The investigations resulted in
site-specific recommendations for
homeowners, but staff noted many
residents expressed concern about the
cost of completing the upgrades.

In response, county staff reviewed
basement flooding assistance pro-
grams offered in 10 nearby munic-
ipalities to help shape the proposed
update.

The municipal comparison found
several neighbouring municipalities,
including Oxford County, Norfolk
County, Haldimand County and the
Region of Waterloo, currently do not
offer basement flooding assistance
programs. Others provide significant-
ly larger funding amounts than what

is being proposed in Brant. London
offers up to $7,000 per property cov-
ering 90 per cent of eligible costs,
while Halton Region provides up to
$6,500 with full cost coverage.

The County of Brant proposal would
provide homeowners with a lifetime
maximum of $5,000 per property. Eli-
gible work would be funded at 50 per
cent of costs up to set limits, includ-
ing up to $500 for downspout discon-
nections, up to $3,000 for backwater
valve installations, up to $5,000 for
sump pit and pump systems, and up
to $2,000 for driveway entrance im-
provements and private catch basin
backwater valve installations.

To quality, applicants would need to
own a residential dwelling within the
county, provide proof of a basement
flooding insurance claim or other ac-
ceptable documentation, have no out-
standing property taxes, and live in a
home built before Jan. 1, 2012 that is
connected to the county stormwater
system. Homes still under new con-
struction warranty would not qualify.

The report states the revised pro-
gram would help homeowners avoid
costly damage, reduce insurance
claims and improve community re-
silience as severe weather and cli-
mate-related flooding events become
more common.
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Our pharmacists can assess and prescribe for common health conditions

PARIS HARTLEY PHARMASAVE

Prices in effect: May 8, 2026 - May 21, 2026

1 Hartley Avenue, Paris
Phone: (519) 442-1119

Leaving no stone unturned: Spring walkabouts and memories

STONES

Around Town

By Jeff Johnston
(a.k.a. Stones)

Well, here we are! It’s been a cool start
to the spring, but things are finally warming
up. In my travels as I walkabout town, I’ve
come across many familiar faces—some
even twice in the same day, like Caroline T.
and Wendy Z. Looking good, girls! It was
great to have a brief visit before heading on
my way.

As I’ve been exploring different corners
of town, I keep finding myself drawn back
to Quality Hill. There are such beautiful,
majestic homes up on Banfield, Jane, and
St. Andrew, to name a few. Between the
lovely architecture and the manicured lawns
and gardens, it’s a great reminder that the

Banfield Art Crawl is just around the corner.

I have discovered a few "fancy" things up
that way, though—apparently, everyone has
butlers and maids, and they use these high-
tech inventions called “coasters.” So sophis-
ticated!

I also had a great visit with Fordy, where
we shared memories of the old Frankie &
Johnny’s car rallies. He reminded me of the
time people kept passing me on the road,
shouting that I must be from Mars. I guess it
didn’t help that there were eight of us piled
into a mint-green *68 VW van... hello, look
at us! That was the same rally where Stew
was "Captain Chaos." The years certainly
fly by—maybe it’s time we organized an-
other rally?

On my travels, | made a new friend in
Mike and his dog, Cozumel (Coz). He’s a
handsome pup and a great new addition to
the circle. It really shows that all it takes is
a smile and a "hello." Whether you know
someone or not, most people will smile
back or stop for a chat.

Speaking of neighbours, my neighbour
Jane is thinking about doing some writing.
Let’s all encourage her—come on, Jane! I
even have a title idea: “Jane’s World.” What

do you think? If I can do it, you can too,
Jane. Do it for Ray, Shawn, Georgia, and
yourself.

Musically, I’ve been taking a trip down
memory lane lately. Rod Stewart’s “1 Was
Only Joking” and Bob Seger’s “Beautiful
Loser” really take you back, don't they?

I happened by Cobblestones recently—I
always enjoy it there. They make a great
Reuben, and with Jill behind the bar and the
rest of the gang working hard, all is well.
After all, "Stones" is right in the name! It’s
a great spot with a beautiful view of the riv-
er from the back patio. Come to think of it,
I could probably just walk across the river
to get there and avoid the "Big Dig" down-
town—a perfect workaround!

I also ran into Dave Evans, the owner of
the Paris Pub. Nice to meet you, cowboy!
I’m one to use the term "cowboy" often, but
I met a fella recently who corrected me. He
said he’s more than a cowboy—he’s a "gun-
slinger." So, that’s his new nickname, two
weeks in a row now. Welcome to Paris: the
home of nicknames.

I also met Liz, the public relations rep
for the downtown construction group. You
can’t miss her in that pink hard hat! Liz is

kind, patient, and very informative, so let’s
make sure to treat her like one of our own
and show her some respect while she navi-
gates the construction chaos with us.

Finishing up the week, I ran into my cous-
ins Deb and Leigh Anne—always a plea-
sure. And Darcy Cole, let’s go boating and
"Jimmy Buffett" the day away! Sometimes
running into family and friends brings back
the best memories. Cherish those moments,
because they pass so quickly. Take the time
to say hello and share a hug.

I recently attended two different celebra-
tions of life—one a memorial for Stew, and
the other a PDHS reunion. There were "all-
star lineups" at both, celebrating life and the
legacy of a friend and loved one. It goes to
show you that you can celebrate and mourn
all at the same time.

That being said, I have a proposal: how
about we name a part of Ann Street after
Stew? It has to be in the south end. If being
a pillar of the community is the criteria, he
certainly earned it. Let’s make it so.

All the best, folks. Summer is coming!
Keep smiling, Stones

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT

CALL 519-757-5662 OR EMAIL INFO@THEPARISINDEPENDENT.COM
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Barcelona Beckons: From travel hiccups to bucket-

list wonders

KARON SINNING

Paris Independent Travel Columnist

After soaking in the vibrant street life
of La Rambla, the spectacle of Flamenco
and the colourful charm of Barcelona’s
Hat Stroll, Karon Sinning’s final day in
the city offered a change of pace — trad-
ing crowds and culture for misty mountain
views and a taste of Catalonia’s deep-root-
ed traditions. What followed was a jour-
ney beyond the city limits, where dramatic
landscapes, centuries-old history and local
wine brought her Barcelona adventure to a
memorable close.

Our last tour in Barcelona was to Mont-
serrat, with a separate winery tour and
wine tasting. The tour headed out from the
Barcelona North bus terminal at 8:30 am.
As we were unsure of the walking time, we
opted for a taxi to take us. Taxis are plen-
tiful in Barcelona. You can use the App
(Free Now) or hail down any one with a
green light (available) on the roof.

At the bus terminal it was a bit challeng-
ing finding the departure spot, as currently
the terminal is under a major renovation.
We asked for directions from the right per-
son....a guide on the same bus as us! Once
we arrived at the departure area, we had to
hurry up and wait as our bus was snarled in
traffic and running late.

It is about an hour drive to the Montserrat
mountain, but the scenery is great getting
there. The first glimpse of the peaks, as the
mountain consists of finger-like peaks, is
very striking. Montserrat literally means
“jagged mountain.” There are a few su-
perstitions or myths around the creation of
these peaks: such as angels carving them
with a golden saw, but as this area was, at
one point below sea level, geology is like-
ly the culprit. The closer you get, the more
amazing.

When we arrived, the mountains were
shrouded in mist. This is common for the
mornings at Montserrat, and it shifts and
clears quickly; at times, reappearing and
shifting again.

At the top is the Montserrat Basilica and
the Santa Maria de Montserrat Monas-

Visitors enjoy wine samples and local cuisine inside the historic tasting room at Oller del
Mas Winery. Ironically, the group in white shirts turned out to be fellow travellers from
Waterloo, Ont., whom Karon met by chance during the Barcelona wine tour.

tery. A Benedictine order of 18 remaining
monks and the home of the black Madon-
na. The statue is crafted from poplar wood
and is known for its distinct dark skin,
which tradition suggests is due to candle
smoke over centuries. It dates from about
the 12th century and features a seated Ma-
donna with the Child on her lap, both wear-
ing crowns.

While it was originally just the church
and monastery, there is now a very pres-
tigious boys’ music school, a hotel, shops
and restaurants. There is a Furnicular tram
running up and down the mountain but was
not operating while we were there (thank
goodness). There is also a train running
from Barcelona up to the mountain. Some-

Nestled in the rolling hills of Catalonia, Oller del Mas Winery has been owned by the same
family for more than 1,000 years, blending historic architecture with modern winemaking
traditions.

thing to consider for a return trip!

After spending about 3 hours on Mont-
serrat and enjoying lunch, it was off to the
winery tour. The trip there was about half
an hour.

Set in the picturesque landscape of Cat-
alonia, the Oller del Mas winery is locat-
ed on about 1,500 acres, with the property
being established in 964 AD. Yes that’s
right....over 1,000 years of being owned
by the same family!

In Catalonia there is a “Heretat” (hered-
itary) law whereby the property can only
be passed down to the family. Given the
era it was established, I asked if it could go
to daughters as well as sons. The answer
was....yes. Which I was very pleased to
hear. However, as a result, the Oller name
has been lost over the generations, but still
kept alive in the winery. They actually dis-
play the family tree on a wall, which of
course is taller than me!

Rows of grapevines stretch across the
scenic grounds of Oller del Mas Winery,
a picturesque estate in Catalonia known
for its rich history, wine production and
breathtaking countryside views.

Our guide for the day was Lorena and
along with the great history of Montser-
rat, she also had a wealth of information
on wine. I asked her how she knew all this
about the wine and she said, as a guide for
the winery, she is required to take regular
classes. We tasted 3 wines, one white and
2 red, and enjoyed a plate of cheese, meat,
potato dumplings along with bread, olive
oil and mashed tomatoes. They also of-
fered a vegetarian plate.

We were given about 40 minutes free
time after the tasting and it was a beauti-
ful day to wander around the picturesque
property. As well as a winery, there are also
22 cabins in the forest you can rent....an-
other thing for the bucket list!

Arriving back in Barcelona about 3:30
we decided to see if we could find our way
back to the hotel on foot. Lorena pointed
us in the right general direction; then Roy
took over with Google Maps. Barcelona
is set up on a grid layout which makes
finding your way much easier. The walk
back was about 45 minutes, in virtually a
straight line to La Rambla. Once there we
knew where our hotel was.

Both Roy and I agreed that Barcelo-
na was spectacular. It is definitely on the
“must return to” list.

About the columnist: Karon Sinning is
a proud Paris resident who has a passion
for travel and storytelling. Along with her
partner Roy and friends, she enjoys explor-
ing countries around the world and experi-
encing new cultures, food and everyday life
beyond the tourist trail. Through her travel
column, Karon shares those journeys with
Paris Independent readers, offering prac-
tical insights, personal reflections and a
sense of connection to the people and plac-
es she visits.

Towering above the Catalonia countryside,
the jagged peaks of Montserrat emerge
through the morning mist, creating one of
the most striking and spiritual landscapes
near Barcelona. The mountain is home to the
famed basilica, monastery and the revered
Black Madonna.
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April 8, 1937 - May 3, 2026

Elizabeth Marie “Liz” Ripley (Evans)

Unexpectedly passed away in her 89th year. Beloved wife of the late William
Ripley for over 62 years and the proud mom of Bill (Angela), Laurie (Michael), and
Kristine. Fondly remembered by her five grandchildren, three great-grandchildren
and several nieces. Predeceased by her parents David & Ida Evans, brothers;
Tommy and Jimmy Evans, sisters; Elva McCormick (Harry), Mae Midgley (Midge),
Nancy Brock (Roy)

Liz was feisty, fun and truly one of a kind. She shared her opinions freely, and her
fearless honesty made her unforgettable to everyone who knew her. A proud small
town girl from Paris whose adventurous spirit took her to Philadelphia, where she
met Bill, the love of her life. Together they started a family before returning home to
Canada to settle in Ayr.

A lifelong nature lover, Liz found joy outdoors in every season. In a testament

to her determination and adventurous spirit, Liz and Bill were among the oldest
people to hike the Bruce Trail; never shy about making a point she decided to hike
back. She hiked the world with highlights including New Zealand, the Rockies,
Newfoundland, Algonquin Park and Ireland. Closer to home and on her daily
walks, Liz showed her care for the environment picking up litter along the way,
always leaving each place better than she found it.

She lived an active and engaged life, enjoying golf, curling and daily walks that
connected her to both nature and friends. Liz quietly gave back to the community

The Paris
Independent

PROMOTE YOUR
EVENTS WITH US!
HERE’S HOW:

Deadline: Friday prior at 10 a.m.

Contact:
info@theparisindependent.com

* The Paris Independent Community
Calendar allows non-profit
organizations to promote their free
admission community events at no
charge. Event listings can include the
event name, date, time and location as
well as contact information (ie phone
number, email address or website).

If your event is not free admission or
you would like to include more details

by delivering Meals on Wheels and starting the Terry Fox Run in Ayr. Never one to sit still, she partnered with her dear sister
Nancy to open a Tea Room "An Ayr of Distinction.”

Liz appreciated life’s simple pleasures: a glass of wine (or two) , time in the garden and being surrounded by the people she
loved. She was a proud Canadian with deep Irish roots. Liz embraced life wholeheartedly and was always up for an adventure
or trying something new.

than stated above, The Paris
Independent offers the following
options for promoting your community
events:
o Coming Events Word Ad
(50 word max.) - $10 + hst
o Coming Events Boxed Word Ad
(50 word max.) - $15 + hst
- Display Ad - Sizes begin at a Small
Classified Display ad
(3.3" x 2.5")-$35 + hst

We will be gathering to celebrate our parents on June 11th, 12-3pm at The Wilkin Community Family Center 169 Grand River
St. N Paris. We know Liz and Bill will find endless walking trails among the clouds.

In lieu of flowers donations in Liz’s memory made to Bruce Trail Conservancy or Stedman Community Hospice would be
appreciated.

Cremation has taken place. Private graveside service will be held. Online condolences and donations may be arranged
through www.wmkippfuneralhome.com or by contacting WM. Kipp 519 442 3061.
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REAL ESTATE AS IT SHOULD BE...

CONTACT - cALLUM THOMAS

'ESCARPMENT
REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

(@ RIVER REALTY *

TEAM

—

MLS #: 40824796

$1,850/MONTH

#2-298 COLBORNE ST, BRANTFORD

40 William Street Paris, ON, N3L 1L3 | www.riverrealtyteam.ca

CONTACT - griaN sTOLP

CONTACT - SHELLY GRACEY

MLS #: 40821620

$475,000

33 RICHMOND ST, BRANTFORD

CONTACT - ANDREA CLENDENING

MLS #: 40819379

$585,000

92 WALNUT ST, BRANTFORD

CONTACT - erian sTOLP

MLS #: 40821681

$1,249,900

117 ALBERT ST E, PLATTSVILLE

CONTACT - JavLeE vEY

MLS #: 40819967

$575,000

#30-560 GREY ST, BRANTFORD

CONTACT - erian sTOLP

MLS #: 40824332

$999,900

102 OAK AVE, PARIS

CONTACT - ANDREA CLENDENING

MLS #: 40824137

$799,900

344 PERRY AVE, KILLARNEY

MLS #: 40821032

$1,250,000

20 ZAVARELLA CRT, PARIS

CONTACT - Brian sToLP

MLS #: 40821474

$1,240,000

#204-7 GRAND RIVER ST N, PARIS

CONTACT - BriaN sTOLP

MLS #: 40821690

$550,000

#202-7 GRAND RIVER ST N, PARIS
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Our plan to
protect Ontario
s fighting for
every steel job

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty, we're
ready with a plan to protect Ontario. We're fighting
for every steel job in Ontario.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

ontario.ca/ProtectOntario O -
Paid for by the Government of Ontario n ta r I 0
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Riddles

| have hands but no fingers.
| have a face but no eyes.
| keep moving forward,
yet never take a step.

A clock

| can fill a room

without taking up space.
| arrive in an instant,
but disappear with the dark.

| have keys but no locks.
| have space but no rooms.
You can enter freely,
but never walk inside.

| rise without wings,

Light

A keyboard

fall without fear,

and disappear quietly
when the sun returns.

Mist

Sponsored by:

PET OF
THE WEEK

Paris o
Veterinary )CGlinic

.
MARIAH

Meet our Pet of the Week:

We were very happy to see Mariah this week
for her annual exam and vaccinations. We
are seeing lots of ticks this year and already
many Lyme positive dogs. Vaccinating for
Lyme disease and using year round parasite
prevention will help keep our pets and families
safe from these emerging diseases .

Stay tuned for more heartwarming stories
every week from Paris Veterinary Clinic.
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Solutions on page 19

Word Search

ARCADE
PIXELS
JOYSTICK
PACMAN
TETRIS
POWERUP
CHECKPOINT
GAMEOVER
CONSOLE
CARTRIDGE
HIGHSCORE
PLATFORMER
SPEEDRUN
SPRITES
DUNGEON
BONUS
SIDEQUEST
CONTROLLER
CHEATCODE
MULTIPLAYER
LEVELUP
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May 13 - May 19 2026

ARIES
Mar 21 - Apr 20

Drive increases. A bold decision
clears confusion and reveals
new possibilities. Follow your
instincts—it guides you ahead with purpose
and control now.

TAURUS
Apr 21 - May 21

Steady energy  surrounds
you, Taurus. Familiar routines
bring comfort and clear your
mind. Stay consistent—it creates balance and
supports calm growth.

GEMINI
May 22 - Jun 21

Curiosity returns, Gemini. A
surprising idea captures attention
and sparks inspiration. Explore
it fully—it encourages progress and fresh
connection.

CANCER
Jun 22 - Jul 22

Peace settles in, Cancer. A
quiet moment helps restore
balance. Trust your feelings

LIBRA
Sept 23 - Oct 23
Harmony finds you, Libra.

A meaningful conversation
offers reassurance and clarity.
Stay open—it strengthens trust and lasting
connection.

SCORPIO
Oct 24 - Nov 22

Awareness deepens, Scorpio.
Subtle shifts reveal insight
hidden truth. Trust your
intuition—it keeps you grounded with confidence
and focus.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23 - Dec 21

Excitement builds, Sagittarius.
A new experience inspires
confidence and curiosity. Follow
the moment—it leads toward new opportunities

CAPRICORN

Dec 22 - Jan 20

Success moves closer,
Capricorn.  Consistent effort

keeps producing dependable

Motivation shines, Leo. Your
natural charm encourages others
and sparks excitement. Move
forward proudly—it helps you inspire those nearby.

VIRGO
Aug 24 - Sept 22

Focus returns, Virgo.
Organizing your plans creates
calm and steady progress. Rely
on structure—it keeps everything moving with
careful precision.

MAY 13
Stevie Wonder, Musician (76)

MAY 14
Jack Hughes, Athlete (25)

MAY 15
Ray Lewisl, Athlete (51)

MAY 16
Janet Jackson, Musician (60)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

gently—it brings comfort and renewed direction | results. Remain determined—it strengthens
ahead. plans ahead.

LEO AQUARIUS

Jul 23 - Aug 23 Jan 21 - Feb 18

Innovation grows, Aquarius.
An original idea gains support
and momentum. Believe in
yourself—it encourages positive change ahead.

PISCES
Feb 19 - Mar 20

Reflection restores you, Pisces.
Gentle pauses bring clarity and
understanding. Trust your inner
voice—it offers comfort, balance, and calm
guidance ahead.

MAY 17
Derek Hough, Dancer (41)

MAY 18
George Strait, Musician (74)

MAY 19
Lainey Wilson, Musician (34)

First responders support
McHappy Day in Paris

R s -
(OPP WEST REGION PHOTO / COUNTY OF BRANT FIRE PHOTOS)

Enzo Coletta serves up smiles — and drive-thru orders — alongside community
leaders during McHappy Day at the Paris McDonald’s on May 6. Members of the
County of Brant OPP and Fire Department joined residents throughout the day to
support the national fundraiser, which raises money for Ronald McDonald House
Charities Canada and local children’s charities supporting families with sick or
injured children. Also pictured are County of Brant Mayor David Bailey and County
of Brant Fire Chief Darren Watson. Paris McDonald’s owner-operators Krista Hearn
and Karl Hearn welcomed special guests and customers throughout the annual
fundraising event. Community leaders, first responders and volunteers came
together at the Paris McDonald’s for McHappy Day on May 6, helping raise funds for
Ronald McDonald House Charities Canada and other local children’s charities. The
annual event, organized by McDonald’s Canada, has been running for more than 30
years and has raised more than $111 million nationally to support accommodations,
meals and wellness resources for families staying close to children receiving
medical treatment. The 2025 campaign alone raised a record $11.3 million across
Canada.

OBITUARY

Kerby

February 17, 1954 - April 30, 2026

Guy Dickson Kirby

It is with heavy hearts that we announce

the sudden passing of Guy Kirby. Guy will
be dearly missed by his wife of 47 years,
Cathy, and his children, Seth and Lauren
(John) MacPherson. He was a proud and
loving grandpa to Kohen, Bryce, Grace, and
Milo. Guy will be lovingly remembered by his
mother, Jacqueline, and was predeceased
by his father, Don.

Guy worked hard to build his business,
Kirby Mechanical Service, and appreciated
the help and strength of his brother Garth
(Angela).

He will be deeply missed by his hunting and
gun club buddies, as well as the familiar
faces at Jim’s Lunch. Guy also cherished
the many years spent with his cottage and
travel friends —Bill and Colleen, Greg and
Joanne, Barb and Mike and Mitch and
Karen—sharing laughter, stories, and lifelong
memories.

Guy had a passion for wildlife, cars, training
hunting dogs, and a good game of chance. More importantly, though he may not
have often said it, he deeply loved his family—especially his grandchildren—while still
appreciating some peace and quiet, once they headed home.

Guy will be remembered for his work ethic, his sense of humour, and the lasting impact
he had on all who knew him.

The family would like to extend heartfelt thanks to the incredible first responders and
the Paris Fire Department for their care and support.

Online condolences and donations may be made at www.budgellfuneralhome.ca
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

EMAIL TO INQUIRE INFO@THEPARISINDEPENDENT.COM

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

Catholic Women's League Monthly Meeting - Wednesday, May 13th at 7 PM in the
Sacred Heart Parish Hall, 17 Washington Street, Paris.

THURSDAY, MAY 14

Brant Heritage Quilters Guild - Will be holding their monthly meeting on Thursday,
May 14 at St. George United Church, 9 Beverly St. E., St. George. Doors open at 6:15pm
with meeting start time 7pm. New members welcome. Cost for non-members $5/meeting”

Women Inspiring Women, Women's Institute Monthly Meeting - Thursday, May 14th,
7-9 pm at the Paris Fairgrounds, Community Room. A talk on native plants and their
benefits with the Grand Erie Master Gardeners

Men’s Probus Club of Brantford Monthly Meeting - will be held on Thursday, May
14, 10:00 a.m. till noon, at Walter Gretzky Municipal Golf Course, 320 Balmoral Drive
with keynote speaker Isabel Hilgendag. She’s a Brantford native whose family own and
operate Bow Park Farms and acts as Wilfred Laurier’s northern research coordinator. Ms
Hilgendag will be talking to us about her hiking adventures. She has walked the Pacific
Coast Trail from Mexico to Canada and last year hiked the Bruce Trail (900 kms in 18
days)The goal of the Probus Club of Brantford is to provide fellowship, friendship, and
enjoyment for people in their retirement and semi-retirement years. Men’s Probus Club,
website: brantfordprobus.ca. Mailing address: PO Box 26003, Brantford, N3R 7X4.
Come join us.

MAY 19, 21 & 26

Free Introductory Lawn Bowling Session - Come and join us on the Green on May 19th,
21st and/or 26th at around 7:00 PM for a free Introductory Lawn Bowling Session. All
you will need is a pair of flat soled shoes, comfortable clothing and an interest to “Give
it a Try” - we will be available until about 8:30 PM. Come to the parking lot at the site
(169 Grand River Street North) and walk over to the playing surface. We will have bowls
for you to use and some of our current members will be available to assist, provide some
basic instruction about the game and answer any questions you may have. For further
information, check out our website at www.parislawnbowlingclub.ca.

SATURDAY, MAY 23
St. Paul's Rummage and Bake Sale - Doors open 8:00am at 48 Broadway St W Paris.

Annual Banfield Art Crawl - Join the Annual Banfield Art Crawl, a celebration of Fine
Art in a little 'hood in Paris, Ontario! Saturday, May 23 from 10 am to 4 pm. Free to attend.
Roam the neighbourhood and check out the talent in Paris! For a list of participating streets
visit banfieldartcrawl.ca.

Etonia Princeton United Church Yard Sale - 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. The sale will be held at 459
King Edward St., Falkland. (between Princeton and Paris)

TUESDAY, MAY 26

Knights of Columbus will be holding their monthly meeting - on Tuesday, May 26th at
7:30 PM in the Sacred Heart Parish hall at 17 Washington Street, Paris.

FRIDAY, MAY 29

St. George Pro Musica Choir presents - "Singing From Dawn to Dusk" at St. George
United Church, 9 Beverly St. E. (Hwy. #5), St. George on Friday, May 29th at 7:30

p.m. Directed by Tannis Hamill; pianist, Scott Millward. Join us for music filled with
light, laughter and a few black flies! Debuting new music by Susan Norman. Guest
artists, including harp and vocal soloists. A free-will offering is gratefully received. For
information, contact (519) 448-3842.

SATURDAY, MAY 30

Join us for the Alzheimer Society IG Wealth Management Walk for Alzheimer's
in Brantford/Brant County - Mohawk Park - Lower Pavilion, Brantford. 10:00 am to
12:00 pm. This annual walk helps raise funds so the Alzheimer Society can continue
providing vital programs, support, and resources for people living with dementia and their
families in our community. Bring your friends, family, coworkers, or start a team and
walk with us. Every step helps make a difference. To learn more, register, or donate, visit
www.walkforalzheimers.ca and select Brantford/Brant County. Let’s come together as a
community to support those affected by dementia!

Optimist Club Bottle and Can Drive - Paris Optimist Club Bottle Drive. We will collect
your liquor/beer bottles and cans at the Optimist Club House from 10 am to 12 pm on May
30th. If you can't make it through construction for the drop off, Optimist Club members can
arrange to pick up your empties. Please reach out to Jackie at 519-608-9867. Additionally
the club is collecting pop cans, just ensure they are packed separately from the liquor cans/
bottles.

UNDAY, MAY 31

Brant Men of Song - are hosting 5 men's choirs at the Sanderson Centre on Sunday, May
31st at 3 pm. Contact Sanderson for tickets.

SATURDAY, JUNE 6

Spring Fling - Luncheon and concert at Harmony United Church 268 Marlborough St.
Brantford. Saturday June 6. Enjoy a hot lunch at 12:30pm and then sit back and enjoy the
toe tapping music of Dave Jensen and John Harris.

SUNDAY, JUNE 7

Kiwanis Teddy Bear Picnic - A Family Favourite Is Back! Join the Kiwanis Paris-Brant
club for this year’s Teddy Bear Picnic on Sunday, June 7 from 1 pm to 3 pm at the Burford
Fairgrounds. More information about the event is available at www.parisbrantkiwanis.org

MONDAY, JULY 20 - FRIDAY, JULY 24

Summer Kids Camp Paris Baptist Church - Join our detective squad and hunt for clues
to uncover the truth of who Jesus is! July 20 - 24 9 am. - 12 p.m. Free Program Ages
5-12. Register now at parisbaptistchurch.org

1 & 3 TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH

The Brantford Stamp Club — The Brantford Stamp Club meets on the 1st and 3rd
Tuesdays from September to December and January to May, plus the 1st Tuesday in June
and December. Meetings are held at the Branlyn Community Centre, 238 Brantwood Park
Drive, Brantford. Doors open at 7 p.m., with meetings starting at 8 p.m.

EVERY OTHER FRIDAY

Ingersoll Country Music Jamboree Meeting — Spring into the Ingersoll Country
Music Jamboree meeting every other Friday 1-4 p.m. at Masonic Hall, 190 Thames St.
S. Ingersoll. Join us, walk ins welcome. Qualifications - love 50-70's country music.
Perform, listen, dance & enjoy! May 1, 15 & 29, June 5 & 19.

‘

Mother’s Day High Tea draws sold-out crowd

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR NOISE EXEMPTION COUNTY OF BRANT
NOISE BY-LAW 108-22

Applicant name and address: Henry Stulen, 60 Paris Links Road, Paris
Exemption location: 60 Paris Links Road, Paris, County of Brant Description of

(SUBMITTED PHOTO)

— - I/ A s sound: Amplified sound, yelling, shouting, whistling, singing, hooting

. By-law Section: Schedule B - Section 6(a), Schedule C - ltem 11 Exemption
period: September 12, 2026 from 8:00 pm to 11:59 pm Reason: Wedding If
you wish to file an objection to this application, please provide a written
response to the By-law Enforcement Division within 10 days of this
publication. Please ensure to provide your contact information and reason
for the objection. Where an objection is not received within the time
indicated above, no further opportunity to file an objection will be granted.
For more information or to file an objection, please contact:

Members and supporters of the
Royal Canadian Legion Branch
29 gathered for a sold-out
Mother’s Day High Tea on May
9 in celebration of the branch’s
100th anniversary. Guests
enjoyed an elegant afternoon
featuring fancy sandwiches
and sweet treats prepared
by Queensview Retirement
Community, specialty teas
served by The Peddlar
and beautiful spring pansy
displays courtesy of Walter's
Greenhouses & Garden Centre.

The County of Brant By-law Enforcement Division

26 Park Avenue

Burford, Ontario NOE1AQ

T 519.449.2451 F 519.449.3382 E bylawenforcement@brant.ca

GRANTHAVEN.COM
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* SALES
DECORATING
CENTRE

Hersfalls
gn_rr_n.g_a

WILLSON &

SAND & GRAVEL

. . = Locall d and ted b d MORE THAN JUST A PAINT STORE
Wise Heating and A/C Ltd. 50 Curtis Ave N, Paris Homemade Burger & Fries O fam ams 117
Serving Paris and area for over 70 years 51 9 -442 -4422 ONLY slz - Tuesdays Hours of operation: Monday-Friday 7am-5pm MONDAY - SATURDAY 8 a.m - 3 pm

Dine-in with beverage purchase 519-621-0771 4 Grzqg_ﬂ’;’;;é”"”h

919-442-3431 Proudly Serving Paris & Area CALL 519.442.2704
info@Wiseheating-ca 27 numrms.s ST, I;Ams
LANDSCAPING FUNERAL HOME J HEATING & COOLING
THIS
DESIGN & BUILD Q\ COMFORT PLUS COULDBE

HEATING AND COOLING

e 2 L
LANDSCAPES - STRUCTURES + POOLS i YOUR/ADHERE!
w tter Treatment | Wells & Pumps | Septic Air Conditioning « Heating - Gas
LAWN SFRINKLERS ervices | Bin Rentals * Directional Drilling R Fireplaces « Indoor Air Quality « Air
oy @it () st Ceites Cleaners « Ventilation - Custom Ductwork

519-458-4488 | info@hunterplumbing.ca | www.hunterplumbing.ca

« Tankless Water Heaters - Maintenance
OUTDOOR LIGHTING Jason ]. Vernooy Plans - Installation and Services @©NTA©T
24 Hour Service
PARIS CHAPEL AYR CHAPEL Ug F©R

519-442-3061 519-632-8228 Brantford - (519) 752-2250 M@ RERINE®)

166 Grant St., Brantford, ON N3R 4B9
info@comfortplusheatandcool.com

streamlmells.cum

wkfh@rogers.com | wmkippfuneralhome.com

WINDOWS & DOORS PHARMACY

COMMUNITY HUB

N ! . g
& S
Brantford 519-753-3939 | Hamilton 905-972-9988 | Kitchener 519-569-8700 ’q R M

BG BRANTF O RD www.caymanwindows.com | info@caymanwindows.com
G ITE & QUARTZ Windows - Doors - Shutters 25 Curtis Ave N., Paris

(Located in the Cowan Communi ty Health Hub)
519-442-1400 | 535-B PARIS RD, PARIS
WWW.BGQ.CA

Replacement & New Construction

SALES « MANUFACTURING « INSTALLATIONS

Tel: 519-750-1264

suookuanswers B CLASSIFIEDS E—
9 6 |8 14 |3 1|7 15 1 2 EMAIL TO INQUIRE INFO@THEPARISINDEPENDENT.COM
e e e T R v ooy PHARMACY
1 2 7 6 9 5 8 3 4 I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca
Cola, Pepsi or any pop company. Brewery items Independently Owned Pharmacy
- Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc. Old radios and Serving Paris & Area Since 1998
7 9 3 1 8 6 4 2 S gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches, old fruit 300 Grand Ri Street N.. Pari
jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and I‘GI'.I ver Street ., rans
4 |56 13 (2911 |8 |7 signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture. Tel: 519-442-4283
If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact
8|1 2(}5]|7 |4 ]|3]|9 |6 me — 519-570-6920. Built around having what you need &
6 (8|92 ]|5|1]7 |43 , :
1. Recession 6. Hippopotamus
24 1}7 1|6 |3]19]|5]|8 2. Venus 7. Liver Contribute to your local community
3. 90mins 8. 24 newspaper! Send articles, sports or event
317 (5]9 |4 ([8]2](6 |1 4. Rome 9. Geppetto recaps, and photos to
5. Waymo 10. gaeg?rade or water stories@theparisindependent.com
.
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MeMﬁR OF PARLIAMENT
AMBOROUGH-GLANBROOK-BRANT NORTH

THANK YOU BRANT FARMERS!

Soodiueiuith spring plantlng Constituency Office in St. George

Brant North office since May 2025
6 Main St. South, St. George
519-448-1483

With spring planting upon us, things are very challenging. Fuel,
fertilizer, seed, equipment, other input costs, trade issues, labour
-- the list goes on. Fortunately there has been winter and spring
moisture. But the challenges persist and our _
farmers. face. some of the worst ecc?nomic i~ WE’RE HERE TO HELP WITH FEDERAL
headwinds in decades. Conservatives SERVICES:
continue to push for zero federal tax on ' *
diesel and suspending all federal gas - o CRA
taxes for the rest of 2026. This will help. & — N . ) e
., . Citizenship and immigration
But it's not a silver bullet.

Passports
Thank you to our Brant County farmers

for your ongoing commitment to feed % 5 ~ v i Old Age Security (OAS) and Canada Pension Plan
Canada. B Ty (CPP)

Employment Insurance (El) and Disability

As tilling and planting continues, Benefits

please be patient with farm . _
equipment on our roads. Itis B e : | Canada Dental Plan

our food supply. Veterans Affairs Canada

Federal Small Business Programs

Federal Student and Apprentice
Loans

Any issues you may have with
other federal departments

Commissioner of Oaths

?« Canada Child Benefit (CCB)

Guaranteed Income
Supplement (GIS)

Service Canada

Dan Muys, MP for Brant N 4

519-448-1483 e
Office: 6 Main St. S., St. George
Mail: Box 1100, St. George, ON

dan.muys@parl.gc.ca | DanMuy:





