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The Waterloo Region Community 
Foundation (WRCF) presented its Vital Signs 
report to Wilmot council at the Nov. 24 meet-
ing, showing the township is growing at a 
much-slower rate than the rest of the Region 
of Waterloo.

The focus was on social infrastructure, 
highlighting that Waterloo Region has been 
the fastest-growing region in the country over 
the past decade (33 per cent) and has one of 
the youngest demographics, with an average 
age five years below the national average.

Wilmot Township, however, grew at just 11 
per cent. The report found that frequent use 
of social infrastructure, such as gyms, parks 
and community centres, correlates with bet-
ter mental health, higher life satisfaction and 
stronger community bonds throughout com-
munities in the region.

Presenter Eric Avner, WRCF president and 
CEO, said Wilmot is older and has been aging 
more rapidly than the rest of Canada, while 
the region overall is becoming more diverse.

“Interestingly enough, while the region has 
grown quickly over the last decade – 33 per 
cent – Wilmot has actually grown smaller 
compared to the region,” Avner said.

Avner also noted that along with the rising 

East Zorra-Tavistock (EZT) Township’s 
first attempt to sell its former office was 
unsuccessful, prompting the municipality 
to pay for a pair of studies at 90 Loveys 

St. in Hickson.
EZT has hired separate consultants to 

complete a record of site condition (RSC) 
and a designated substance survey (DSS).

“We got our three quotes and the proj-
ect is being split between two consul-
tants,” said CAO Karen DePrest at last 

Wednesday’s regular council meeting. 
The inspections are expected to cost be-
tween $25,000 and $30,000.

“Those two projects will begin soon 
and are expected to be completed by ear-
ly spring, I would suggest.”
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Members of Grace United Church’s Middle Aged Pews unloaded all 110 trees in minutes at the Kaufman property. From left: Mike 
Kaufman, Beth Kaufman, Marcia Bender, Bill Green, Wanda Brown, Eugene Bender, Wayne Shewfelt, Carol Shewfelt, Gary Zehr, Elaine 
Green, Tory Zehr and Bill Brown. Full story on page 4.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

Former EZT building off the market for now
Studies to be completed to assess condition of structure and land as history unveils multiple uses
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Saturday, November 29, 2025 at 1 pm
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Meet Santa at Post Office for milk, cheese and candy
Theme- Decorating for the holidays

Float Registry – Family, Organizations, Commercial
Judged at 12.30

Email: info@tavistockmensclub.ca 
or call 519-655-3573

or online: tavistockmensclub.ca for entry and details
Monetary donations collected for TAP along route.
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There were no bids received to purchase 
the property at the time of closing. Several 
individuals and businesses asked for the 
sale documents, but no actual offers on the 
property were received.  

Council passed a resolution at last week’s 
regular meeting to complete the studies. 

“This will provide additional informa-
tion about the property for future sale 
opportunities.  Based on our preliminary 
work getting quotes for that RSC work, 
the process can take between six to eight 
months to complete, so we will now be 
including 90 Loveys St. as an item of un-
finished business on future agendas so that 
staff, council and the public will receive 
updates on the process as they are avail-
able,” said DePrest.

“The RSC will help potential buyers in 
that it may remove some of the unknowns 
they were facing in considering the prop-
erty.  Any alternate use of the property 
will require an RSC, which will dictate 
what types of use would or would not be 
allowed, including a daycare, among oth-
ers,” said Mayor Phil Schaefer.

An RSC is a legal document that sum-
marizes the environmental condition of a 
property, something required under pro-
vincial law when certain types of land-use 
changes occur. It provides protection and 
adds transparency. 

A DSS is an assessment required before 
construction, demolition, or renovation 
work begins on a building. Its purpose is to 
identify whether any of Ontario’s 11 des-
ignated substances, such as asbestos, lead, 
silica, mercury or benzene are present in 
the workplace.

These substances are regulated under 
Ontario’s Occupational Health and Safety 
Act because they can pose significant 
health risks. Owners, in this case EZT, 
must determine and disclose the presence 
of designated substances to contractors so 
they can plan the work safely and take ap-
propriate precautions.

It is normally required when a building 

is being renovated, demolished, or re-
purposed, a contractor will be disturbing 
building materials that may contain haz-
ardous substances, or when a municipali-
ty sells or transfers a building and needs 
to provide environmental due diligence. 
It will include a visual inspection of the 
site, laboratory testing of suspect materials 
and a report outlining remediation tools, if 
necessary.

“The RSC will determine if there are 
contaminants on the site and if contami-
nants do not exceed the maximums, that a 
more sensitive use, residential or daycare, 
for example, could be considered.  The 
DSS would identify any hazardous materi-
als within the building,” said Schaefer.

The Gazette asked Schaefer why stud-
ies weren’t done prior to the tender pro-
cess. He said nothing was done out of the 
ordinary.

“It is not uncommon to offer proper-
ties like this for sale in an as-is condition, 
which is what we initially did. Obtaining 
the studies will provide a clearer picture of 
the property and could potentially increase 
the pool of interested parties, as well as fa-
vourably affect the value.”

He added not having more information 
about the condition of the site could have 
been a barrier, but the township is ready 

to deal with whatever comes out of the 
studies.

“There are probably a multitude of rea-
sons why any interested bidders did not 
follow through with an offer. The lack of 
an RSC and/or DSS may have been among 
them. Once the studies are completed, 
council will meet to discuss a marketing 
plan, using those results as a guide.”

The former township building was con-
structed in 1975. The Gazette contacted 
the Oxford County Archives to explore 
what was previously on or close to the lo-
cation in Hickson. 

According to the Hickson Women’s 
Institute Tweedsmuir, 86 Loveys St. was 
originally a general store, operated by 
James Vance, before being bought by 
Wilfred Rowe. Apparently, after 1911, a 

small barn or shed was added and used as 
an icehouse that burnt down in 1912. 

“Eventually rebuilt, the business was 
sold in 1917 to Andrew Calder and oper-
ated along with A. Clarence Parker,” said 
archivist Liz Dommasch.

“They had a small, shed-like building at 
the immediate south corner of the build-
ing where kerosene, oil, etc., were kept. 
I’ve attached three early photographs of 
the building, which show the lot next door 
where 90 Loveys St. would be situated, 
and it appears that a small shed-like build-
ing is visible.”  

Ninety-two Loveys Street is believed to 
have been built by the Hickson Cheese and 
Butter Company, formerly known as the 
Strathallan Cheese and Butter Company. 
The building also served as the milk 
plant manager’s residence, with William 
Bowthwell recorded as living there as ear-
ly as 1895.

“The company was taken over by 
Canada Milk Products Limited in 1916, 
which specialized in powdered milk, a 
product in high demand during WWI. In 
1925, Borden bought the company and 
continued to make powdered milk until 
1928, when it became a receiving plant. 
Milk was delivered to the factory and then 
trucked to Tillsonburg or Belmont for 
manufacturing. The factories were on the 
east side of the home,” added Dommasch.

The Tweedsmuir mentions the manager 
was expected to board single employees, 
so it’s possible the smaller building would 
have housed people or was used for stor-
age purposes.

Continued from page 1

Environmental, hazard checks underway after township 
office sale falls through

The view of W.S. Rowe’s store, 86 Loveys Street, Hickson in the early 1900s.

Loveys Street, Hickson, in the early 1900s.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)
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age across Wilmot Township, diversity is 
also lagging.

“While the region itself has been getting 
younger, the township hasn’t. It’s a little 
bit of an outlier in that respect – it has been 
aging more rapidly than the rest of Canada. 
Similarly, the rest of the region is getting 
more diverse and this is not quite the trend 
in the township. The racialized population 
in the rest of the region has gone up dra-
matically. By comparison, the numbers in 
the township are lower than that, and peo-
ple moving in from outside of Canada are 
lower than the region as a whole as well.”

The report also looked at arts and culture 
and library usage throughout the region, 
again noting that Wilmot Township is not 
rebounding post-pandemic as strongly as 
other areas.

“Libraries are one of the few areas where 
we could actually get consistent data 
across the region,” Avner said. “At this 
point in time, the township libraries were 
actually at a lower use rate. They weren’t 
coming back as quickly as the libraries in 
the other parts of the region.”

Despite the concerns, Avner noted one 
positive: volunteerism.

“For the township, some good news is 

that the percentage of volunteers is actual-
ly a bit higher than the region as a whole,” 
he said.

Coun. Kris Wilkinson said he is inter-
ested to learn more about the data, but he 
is hesitant to say it’s all bad news, noting 
that Wilmot scored higher in life satisfac-
tion and sense of belonging – something 
he believes should be celebrated.

“I don’t think it’s an accident that we 
score so well on satisfaction and belong-
ing,” Wilkinson said. “I think we’re a very 
tight-knit community and we’re pretty 
deliberate about how we grow. It’s inter-
esting to me that we are older on average 
than everybody else, and that might even 
dictate why our volunteer rate is a little bit 
higher. … I fear that if our numbers even-
tually flip and we start to get younger, will 
our volunteer numbers go down, and does 
that potentially affect happiness? I don’t 
know, but there’s certainly some interest-
ing information you can take away from 
this.”

Avner’s final recommendation was for 
Wilmot council to explore ways to engage 
younger residents and more diverse popu-
lations in arts and cultural activities to at-
tract a younger, more diverse population in 
the years to come.

Continued from page 1

Vital Signs report urges Wilmot 
to boost cultural engagement

A recent report from WRCF was presented to Wilmot council on Nov. 24 noting that Wilmot 
is not growing as fast as others in the region.

(SCREENSHOT TAKEN FROM WRCF PRESENTATION)
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Real Christmas tree lovers can rejoice 
– Tavistock’s annual shipment of fresh, 
fragrant Balsam Fir trees has arrived once 
again. 

The trees, sold as a fundraiser for Grace 
United Church’s Middle Aged Pews 
(MAP) group, are available for $65 each, 
cash only, with payment deposited into the 

cash box beside the driveway.
A total of 110 trees were delivered 

Tuesday morning to their usual sales lo-
cation at the home of Beth and Mike 
Kaufman on William Street North. The 
MAP group, known for their enthusiasm 
and efficiency, had the entire load off the 
truck in under 20 minutes. Members say 
this year’s batch may be “the best trees 
yet.”

The trees – now commonly referred to 

as Canaan Fir – were freshly cut from Fox 
Hollow Farm south of Delhi. The grower, 
Paul Kapai, maintains more than 500 acres 
of Christmas trees on a rotational sched-
ule and sells roughly 3,000 trees annually. 
Delivery driver Dave Marcoux said de-
mand is strong each year across southern 
and central Ontario, with none of their 
trees crossing the border into the U.S.

Marcoux noted the operation is well into 
its busiest season, having started deliveries 

to nurseries and greenhouses three weeks 
ago. With multiple trucks running daily 
until Christmas, he called the MAP group’s 
quick work “a huge help,” adding that the 
company is in full swing during the short 
holiday window when, as he put it, “you 
have to make hay when the sun shines.”

The MAP group extends thanks to all 
who support the annual sale and wish-
es the community a “faithful and Merry 
Christmas.”

Tavistock’s fresh-cut Christmas trees arrive for the season

Once unloaded, the netting is removed from each fresh Balsam Fir before the trees are offered for sale at $65 each.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
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Donate your gently used household 
goods to your local MCC Thrift shop

41 Heritage Dr, New Hamburg, ON

N.H. INC.
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Handcrafted treasures, baked goods, 
and unique gift ideas.

CHRISTMAS
BAZAAR

Saturday, December 6 
from 1-4 pm

94 William St S, Tavistock

The money all goes to support the Resident’s Council to
fund essential programs and activities.

For more info call Joan or Marcie at the Maples.

 THE MAPLES HOME FOR
SENIORS IN TAVISTOCK

INVITES EVERYONE TO THEIR

The holiday season in Wilmot 
always seems to begin the same 
way – with music in the air, fam-
ilies gathering downtown and a 
tree lighting that has become one 
of the community’s longest-run-
ning and most heart-warming 
traditions. 

That moment returns Friday, 
Dec. 5, when the Wilmot Lions 
and Lioness clubs host their 42nd 
annual Tree of Light ceremony 
beside the Centennial Fountain 
in New Hamburg. The celebra-
tion begins at 6:30 p.m. and ev-
eryone is invited. As always, 
volunteers will be handing out 
complimentary hot dogs and ap-
ple cider, and the evening will 
feature singalongs, performances 
and the crowd-favourite lighting 
of the tree. A $5 donation lights 
a bulb, with all proceeds support-
ing Wilmot families, charities 
and community groups.

For the Lions and Lioness 
clubs, this event is far more 
than a festive gathering – it is 
part of the township’s identity. 
Organizer Paul Mackie said the 
ceremony has become “the start 
of the Christmas season in our 
community,” something residents 
have counted on for more than 
four decades. 

“Once the tree lights up, after 

42 years, it sets the tone for the 
season and adds some colour and 
cheer to the downtown core of 
New Hamburg,” he said.

The Tree of Light has evolved 
over the years. From 1983 on-
ward, six natural pine trees 
served as the centrepiece of the 
celebration, but keeping live trees 
healthy became more difficult. 
In 2022, the clubs introduced 
a new 18-foot, flagpole-style 
tree adorned with more than 30 
strands of multi-coloured lights. 
The structure was designed and 
built locally by Cress Ridge 
Machine and Tool, and Mackie 
said the company continues to 
play a key role each year in set-
ting up the landmark display.

The heart of the ceremony, 
however, lies in what it gives 
back. Through corporate spon-
sorships and individual dona-
tions, the event has raised more 
than $375,000 over 41 years 
for organizations such as the 
Wilmot Family Resource Centre, 
Interfaith Counselling Centre, 
Camino Wellbeing and Mental 
Health, HopeSpring, the New 
Hamburg Firebirds, local soccer 
and skating programs, and the 
New Hamburg Concert Band. 
Funds have also supported com-
munity projects including the 
Wilmot Recreation Complex, the 
splash pad and the LYNC – Love 
Your Neighbour – initiative.

The night will again feature 
a beloved tradition: a recita-
tion of “’Twas the Night Before 
Christmas.” For years, the poem 
was delivered from memory by 
Robert Edwards, whose gentle 
voice became familiar to genera-
tions of families. Edwards passed 
away earlier this year. To honour 
him, Mackie said a new volun-
teer – “another very proud, gen-
tle man” – has been practicing 
for months so the tradition can 
continue.

Children will have their chance 
to get involved, too. The Snow 
Angel colouring contest returns 
with pages available through lo-
cal schools, the New Hamburg 
and Baden libraries, and both post 
offices. Participants are asked to 
bring their coloured pages to the 
ceremony and drop them into a 
wrapped box near the stage. Five 
names will be drawn with prizes 
awarded on the spot.

Music will be a major part of 
the evening. The New Hamburg 
Concert Band will return with 
a selection of seasonal favou-
rites and, joining them for the 
first time, will be Mixology 
Acappella, a group of up to 15 
singers from Kitchener, Waterloo 
and Wilmot. 

“They’ll be bringing an ex-
citing and entertaining blend of 
Christmas songs and carols,” 
Mackie said.

Donation jars will be available 
for anyone wishing to contribute 
and the clubs are hoping for what 
Mackie described as “a perfect 

evening – not too cold, not windy 
and a light snowfall” to welcome 
the 2025 Christmas season in true 
Wilmot fashion.

Wilmot Lions/Lioness Club prepares for 42nd annual 
Tree of Light celebration 

A beloved annual holiday tradition, Wilmot’s Tree of Light celebration, 
returns to downtown New Hamburg on Dec. 5.

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

(PHOTO COURTESY OF WILMOT LIONS/LIONESS CLUB)
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As of 2027, after next year’s municipal 
elections in all four of the county’s low-
er-tier municipalities usher in new coun-
cils, members of Perth County council will 
begin seeing an increase to their base pay.

Based on a market review of pay for the 
wardens/mayors, deputy wardens/depu-
ty mayors and councillors of 11 compar-
ator municipalities – Lambton, Lennox 
and Addington, Dufferin, Grey, Bruce, 
Middlesex and Peterborough counties, as 
well as all four of Perth County’s low-
er-tier municipalities – Marianne Love of 
ML Consulting recommended the county 
increase the base pay for warden, deputy 
warden and councillors to the 45th percen-
tile of its comparators – the same percen-
tile target used by the county to adjust pay 
for non-union management staff.

“The 45th percentile is … the dollar 
amount where 55 per cent of the (com-
parator pay) values are above and 45 per 
cent are below,” Love said. “So, this is 
not the highest, this is not the lowest, it’s 
not the middle; it’s below the middle of 
that group. … The base-pay rates for the 

council elected officials in the County of 
Perth are low, and it’s something for coun-
cil to consider as you move into the next 
year of council.”

In 2025, the warden is paid a base sal-
ary of $31,614 and councillors are paid 
$14,490 with no distinction for the position 
of deputy warden. Following her remuner-
ation review, Love recommended increas-
ing the warden’s base pay to $39,606 plus 
inflation and cost of living adjustments (a 
25 per-cent increase); increasing the dep-
uty warden’s pay to $25,114 plus inflation 
and cost of living (a 73 per-cent increase); 
and increasing councillor pay to $22,771 
plus inflation and cost of living (a 57 per-
cent increase).

While councillors saw the need to in-
crease council pay, each spoke in favour 
of reducing the impact of a council pay 
increase on the taxpayer, opting for a 
phased-in approach from 2027-2029.

“It probably does need to be adjusted 
and, if you’re going to adjust it, I think 
you have to phase it in over a period of 
time; I don’t think it’s something you can 
do in one or two years,” said Coun. Walter 
McKenzie, who represents West Perth on 
county council. “I think you have to phase 

it in even over a whole term of council. 
There’s no question, as it’s been said, 
(Perth County has) the lowest (pay) of all 
the (comparator) counties, so that tells you 
something. 

“I think to continue to get quality repre-
sentatives on council, you’ve got to (pay 
them) properly.”

Ultimately, council voted in favour of 
the pay increase beginning with 50 per 
cent of the total increase in 2027 to bring 
council pay in Perth County closer in line 
with other counties, and then 25 per cent 
of the increase in 2028 and the final 25 per 
cent in 2029. Council opted to phase the 
pay increase over three years instead of 
the four-year term of lower-tier councils 
so the increase will be fully implemented 
before the next review of council pay set 
for 2030.

Though Love did not recommend any 
increases to council benefits, allowances 
and meeting or event per diems, council-
lors had a few suggestions of their own.

“The professional development (al-
lowance) was set maybe 10 years ago 
next year, in 2016, and obviously, the 
hotel rates, the registration rates have in-
creased,” said Coun. Jerry Smith, who 

represents Perth East on county council. 
“That would be the spot where I think an 
increase would be needed.”

“I think if we increase anything, I would 
like to see the per diem increase if we go 
to an event because for all of us, especially 
if you work for another person, if you give 
up that pay and if you have a family, some 
of the councillors can’t afford to do that,” 
added Coun. Rhonda Ehgoetz, also a rep-
resentative of Perth East. “If they only get, 
say, $130 from us or $240, whatever it is, 
they’re actually leaving their full-time job. 
They’re making, I’m sure, more at that job 
in that same time period. I’m wondering if 
we should just be upping that.”

Currently, the warden is provided a max-
imum of $6,000 per year and councillors 
are given a maximum of $4,000 per year 
toward professional-development costs. 
All members of council are offered per di-
ems for conferences, workshops and other 
training events at $210.18 for a meeting 
that lasts over four hours and $138.84 for 
meetings under four hours.

Council voted to have staff review the 
professional development and per diem 
rates with Love’s assistance to determine 
potential increases to both. 

Perth County council approves phased-in pay raise 
for warden, deputy warden and councillors
GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Phased-in approach to begin with new slate of councillors in 2027
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42ND ANNUAL

TREE OF LIGHT SPONSORED BY WILMOT LIONS/LIONESS CLUB
... and support 

Wilmot’s Community Projects

Join us Friday, December 5th     
at 6:30 p.m

at the Centennial Fountain downtown 
for the Tree Lighting Ceremony and 

Christmas Carolling.
Bring the entire family for complimentary 

hot dogs & hot apple cider.
Join our sing-a-long with Stonecroft Choir 

and the New Hamburg Concert Band 
Every donation will light a light to glow on 

our tree 
Tree of Light is a Fund-Raising project 

supporting the 
Wilmot Family Resource Center, 

Interfaith Community Counselling Centre, 
Aldaview Activities

and other community projects.
For more information please contact       

519 662-2275

This message 
is generously 
sponsored by

Jim Miller - Broker 
Tricia Miller - Sales Rep.

    Jim: 519-580-5061
Tricia: 519-590-5995New Hamburg  519-662-4955

LightLightTTrreeee  ooff

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5TH 6:30 P.M.

Updates have been scarce on the Region 
of Waterloo’s plan to acquire 770 acres for 
a future mega-industrial project, leading 
one opponent to accuse members of main-
taining a troubling lack of transparency.

“Good evening, chair Redman and coun-
cillors. I am here for my fourth time be-
cause you continue to ignore our farmers,” 
said Amy-Susanna Compton. “I’m here 
again because the 770 acres of farmland in 
Wilmot should remain farmland.”

Compton delegated to council at last 
week’s regular meeting, her fourth time 
doing so, pleading for more information to 
be released. Now a Waterloo resident, she 
grew up on the cabbage farm across the 
road from the land assembly and worked 
there until she was well into her 20s, and 
still helps out sometimes. The Gazette 
spoke with her following the meeting.

“I decided to delegate last week because 
it’s been a little over six months since I last 
did. I know some people think the land 
assembly is a done deal, and I wanted to 
speak to that. I consider it important to re-
mind council that we’re still not okay with 
how this was handled or with the decisions 
they’ve made.”

No council members asked Compton 
a question or commented, something not 
surprising to her.

“They never have in my four delega-
tions. I wish they would and I look for-
ward to when they will communicate 
with the farmers and community in a 
meaningful way.”

She also pointed to statements made by 

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris 
that the province was in no way involved 
in the land assembly decision.

“This council is not comfortable with 
me saying that we were lied to, so why 
don’t you tell me what word I should use 
instead? Whatever way you frame it, our 
trust in this council is damaged.”

The region claims it has purchased about 
70 per cent of the 770 acres, a process that 
started in March of 2024. In July, the re-
gion confirmed a purchase of about 256 
acres to be used for technical and environ-
mental studies as part of due diligence to 
make the site shovel ready. 

Compton said her fiery speech came 
from a place of frustration over a sense 
of limbo opponents of the situation find 

themselves in. 
“I took that tone because it’s been almost 

two years and we honestly know very lit-
tle more than when this first began. How 
is that acceptable? The entire community 
in Wilmot is in limbo waiting for answers, 
for a solid plan, for an apology and some 
respect, for anything.”

Her emotional delegation came to a head 
when she challenged councillors to be 
transparent.

“Be courageous enough and find a way 
out of it. Show us your plan, the plan you 
should have proposed to the community 
before you began shoving people off their 
land. Let us see it!”

Compton said her first three delegations 
focused on why the land is important as 

farmland within the broader regional 
context, while also highlighting coun-
cil’s history of innovation and sound de-
cision-making. She added the region has 
traditionally balanced rural and urban in-
terests, making this land assembly a sharp 
departure from that legacy.

“They know there are better options. My 
tone changed this time because I get to see 
in real time how this affects the farmers 
in Wilmot, and it’s time council stopped 
toying with those farmers’ futures. I also 
think the members of council need to think 
hard about how they want to enter the next 
election, and what they bring to the next 
election.”

Ultimately, Compton hopes council will 
decide, as a group, to break the non-dis-
closure agreement (NDA) that currently 
binds them.

“I’ve been told that if a single person 
breaks it, they will probably get in trouble, 
but if the entire council broke the NDA to-
gether, I don’t think the province could do 
a whole lot. I imagine if that unity went 
alongside a township statement of being 
an unwilling host, this thing could be over. 
I hold out hope that wise people could 
make the right decision.”

Compton added she realizes the land 
acquisition is a complicated situation, but 
she said everyone involved can work with 
“complicated” without disrespecting our 
farmers and neglecting rural communities. 

“I believe that strong leaders will push 
back against outside pressure to do what 
is right by our community. And if our cur-
rent council isn’t strong enough to do that, 
I look forward to (next October’s) election 
when we’ll find leaders strong enough.”

Woman scolds regional councillors over land acquisition

Pictured is a screenshot of Amy-Susanna Compton and her supporters as she addressed 
the councillors at the Region of Waterloo’s regular meeting on Nov. 19. Compton said the 
region continues to show a lack of transparency over its plan to assemble 770 acres of 
farmland in Wilmot for a proposed mega-industrial site.

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

(SCREENSHOT PHOTO)

Region still hasn’t purchased every acre of Wilmot land needed
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Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

BADEN ONTARIO

GIFT GIVING SEASON
Sale Runs Friday Nov 28th-Thursday Dec 11th 2025

LIFETIME DOG FOOD 11.4KG
SAVE 15% OFF
WAS $59.99-$64.99
Delivers premium nutrition through a carefully 
formulated single-protein foundation

MASTERFEEDS HORSE FEED 25KG
SAVE 10% OFF
WAS $30.99-$46.99
Quality feed for all life stages
Canadian ingredients top notch nutrition

NOW $32.99
WAS $41.99
Canadian made balanced nutrition dog food

PETS PAL KITTY LITTER 18KG
NOW $10.99
WAS $18.99
Keep your home fresh and your furry friends
happy with this great litter choice.

6 PACK SUET BALLS
NOW $6.99
WAS $9.99
Ideal for year-round feeding to a wide variety of
birds. High energy food source
SUET BALL FEEDER $14.99

NYJER SEED 2.7KG
NOW $14.99
WAS $27.99
Our Nyjer Seed (Guizotia Abyssinicia) oil-rich
seeds offer a high-energy boost for small
songbirds 

BIRDFY CAMERA FEEDER
NOW $109.99
WAS $189.99
Featuring a built-in battery, WiFi connectivity, 
and an all-in-one tool kit, it can be installed 
anywhere - no outlets required 

LED ROOSTER DECOR
NOW $119.99
WAS $139.99
Greet your guests this holiday season 
with this 3D light-up yard decoration
PINE TREE WITH BERRIES
NOW $11.99.. Was $18.99 

CLAXTON FAMOUS 
FRUIT CAKE

JOHN DEERE 20 PC PLAYSET
NOW $64.99
WAS $89.99

PORTABLE ELECTRIC HEATER
NOW $34.99
WAS $44.99
PowerZone Heater with 2 settings
Capacity: 1500W
14/3 25ft EXTENSION CORD
NOW $29.99.. Was $34.99 
MORE EXTENSION CORDS IN STORE

RED BARN PLAYSET
NOW $39.99
WAS $59.99

SAVE $100
REG PRICES STARTING 
AT $399.99
 

CHICKEN COOPS 
ON SALE NOW! 

3 DIFFERENT STYLES

NOW $59.99
WAS $69.99
2PK LIVE TRAP is a set of two human,
catch-and-release animal traps designed
for capturing nuisance 

2 PACK LIVE TRAP

NOW $25.99
WAS $47.99

NO CORN DELUXE 25KG

A blend featuring soft red wheat, milo, red 
millet, white millet, green millet, striped 
sunflower, black sunflower and peanut 
pickouts 

NOW $11.99
WAS $19.99
High energy suet cakes
3 kinds all in a handy 12 pk
Perfect for year-round bird feeding 

ALL 12 PACK SUET CAKES

76 Mill St. Baden Ontario 519-634-5474 
www.country-depot.ca

JOHN DEER 70 PC PLAYSET
NOW $79.99
WAS $99.99

At the Nov. 24 council meeting, the 
proposed upgrade to the Petersburg water 
system – estimated at more than $3 mil-
lion – was discussed, but the decision was 
deferred to January 2026 to allow time for 
public input.

The proposal includes road upgrades as 
part of the watermain project to improve 
storm conveyance and extend road life.

Council was asked to approve the fol-
lowing budget allocations:

•	 $1,136,530 from the Annual Roads 
Resurfacing Program over two years

•	 $1,447,310 from the tax levy for 
storm sewer, curbs, gutters and side-
walks over two years

•	 $2,463,260 through a Local 
Improvement Act levy on affected 
properties

Coun. Kris Wilkinson raised concerns 
about expanding the service area and its 
impact on residents.

“Out of fairness to the residents who 
want to weigh in and want to be a part of 
this, given that it directly affects them in 
a massive way, we’re looking to move a 
motion to defer this decision and refer it 
to the committee of the whole on Jan. 5,” 
Wilkinson said.

“If we could move that to Jan. 5 in order 
to give the residential neighbourhood an 
opportunity to weigh in, have some con-
versations with their councillor and then 
potentially also put together a list of ques-
tions that we can refer over to the various 
departments for answers, that would be 
much appreciated,” he continued.

Wilmot staff are currently assessing and 
completing the design of the Petersburg 
Watermain Replacement Project, as re-
quired under a provincial order directing 
the municipality to assume responsibility 
for the system.

Staff have investigated opportunities to 
expand the scope of the reconstruction to 
include the urbanization of Redford Drive, 
Alice Crescent and Deerfield Avenue to 
address pavement degradation and provide 
overall efficiencies that could reduce the 
financial impact on local residents.

Staff also recommended that building 
and plumbing permit fees be covered by 
the township throughout the project to en-
courage the replacement of existing ser-
vice connections that may be poorly locat-
ed or made of substandard material.

Wilkinson’s recommendation to de-
fer the decision to Jan. 5 was seconded 
by Coun. Stewart Cressman and passed 
unanimously.

Council delays $3-million 
Petersburg water 
upgrade to 2026 to allow 
for public input
AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Gazette Reporter

HAVE A STORY IDEA?
SEND IT TO OUR EDITOR 

GALEN SIMMONS AT 
GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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LET THE SPIRIT OF THE SEASON

PLAYING UNTIL DECEMBER 14!

MEMBERS OF THE COMPANY. PHOTO: ANN BAGGLEY.

ANNIE
BOOK BY THOMAS MEEHAN  |  MUSIC BY CHARLES STROUSE  |  LYRICS BY MARTIN CHARNIN

ORIGINAL BROADWAY PRODUCTION DIRECTED BY MARTIN CHARNIN
BASED ON “LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE”® BY PERMISSION OF TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC

2025 SEASON SPONSOR: OPHELIA LAZARIDIS
PRODUCTION CO-SPONSORS: ROBERT & MARY ANN GORLIN, RIKI TUROFSKY & CHARLES PETERSEN AND PETER & CAROL WALTERS

PRODUCTION
CO-SPONSOR

DON’T WAIT ‘TIL TOMORROW — SECURE YOUR SEATS TODAY AND
MAKE THIS MAGICAL MUSICAL PART OF YOUR HOLIDAY TRADITION.

THE GLOBE AND MAIL

CRITIC’S PICK
“ONE OF  

  STRATFORD’S BEST”

POSTMEDIA

“FAST ACTION  
AND ASTOUNDING

  DANCE NUMBERS”

THE NEW YORK TIMES
“CROWD-PLEASING”

SPARKLE WITH
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2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com
STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 

  PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00. FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, OUR SERVICE DEPT IS NOW OPEN ON SATURDAYS

STRATFORD NISSAN

2025 ROGUE

Grassroots Response to the Ukrainian 
Crisis is hosting cultural gatherings at its 
Ukrainian Cultural Hub in New Hamburg. 

These events are meant for Canadians 
who want to learn more about the 
Ukrainian lifestyle and share their own ex-
periences as Canadians. Olga Strasburger, 
marketing and donor relations coordinator, 
says hundreds of Ukrainian newcomers 
have chosen the Waterloo region as their 
new home, and for them, building friend-
ships in their community is as important as 
finding housing or work.

“We are trying to connect with the 
New Hamburg community because for 
Ukrainians, this is just as important as find-
ing housing in Canada,” said Strasburger. 
“We need these community connections. 
We want to learn how to be involved in 
our Canadian community and we can do 
this by sharing our stories and our culture. 
Then, Canadians can share their stories 
and their culture with us. We like to see it 
as a cultural exchange.”

Grassroots Response to the Ukrainian 
Crisis aims to foster cultural exchange 
between Ukrainians and Canadians 
through shared meals, art workshops and 
Ukrainian history sessions. The aim is to 

help connect Canadians and Ukrainian 
newcomers through sharing food, stories 
and traditions.

The hub has been operating for three 

months, offering events like Taste of 
Ukraine, where traditional dishes are 
shared, and art workshops led by local 
Ukrainian artists.

“Food is one of the most powerful 
ways to understand another culture,” said 
Strasburger. “At the Taste of Ukraine 
event, we cook our traditional beetroot 
soup together. We also make pierogi with 
potato and mushroom filling, which is an-
other one of our main meals from Ukraine. 
We also make Napoleon, which is like a 
cake filled with lots of layers of cream and 
pastry.”

Individuals are welcome to attend 
any of the events listed on the website. 
Businesses, churches, or community 
groups are also welcome to sign up for the 
events at the New Hamburg Guest House.

“Newcomers want to learn about you 
– Canadian culture, local traditions and 
community life. At the same time, you’ll 
hear about their journeys – what it means 
to restart work, family life and communi-
ty in Canada after leaving everything be-
hind,” said Strasburger.

These conversations create friendships 
that make Canada feel like home for new-
comers, while giving Canadians a deeper 
understanding of resilience, hope and the 
challenges of settling.

Participation in any of the events is free, 
however donations are welcome. Learn 
more and register for upcoming sessions 
at wrgrassrootsresponse.ca.

New Hamburg cultural hub invites Canadians to 
connect With Ukrainian newcomers

Students from a local Woolwich neighbourhood participate in Taste of Ukraine as they work 
together to make a traditional Ukrainian meal at a recent event.

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Gazette Reporter

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Not ok.
He told her if she left,  
she’d have nothing.

Visit itsnotok.ca to 
understand the signs of 
abuse and how you can help.

The Wellesley area is grieving the 
heartbreaking loss of nine-year-old 
Christopher Thomas Franklin, who died 
in a car accident on Nov. 10 in West 
Virginia while returning home from a 
family vacation.

Christopher is the son of Chris and 
Carly Franklin, and the proud big broth-
er of Owen and Emma. His parents 

described him as a vibrant, energetic 
boy who loved travelling with his fam-
ily and was always eager for the next 
adventure.

He is deeply missed by grandparents 
Chris and Diane Franklin and Michelle 
Terry, along with great-grandparents 
Elaine McIlmoyle, Jimmy and Barb 
Terry, and Lloyd and Cindy Booth.

Christopher loved sports and was an 
active young athlete, playing basket-
ball with the Blitz and baseball with 

the Mahoney Bears. His enthusiasm, 
kindness and warm smile left a lasting 
impression on teammates, coaches and 
friends.

The Franklin family has extended 
their heartfelt gratitude to the commu-
nity for its prayers, compassion and 
comforting words during an unimag-
inable time of loss.

Interment took place Nov. 22 at St. 
Mark’s Cemetery on Nafziger Road in 
Wellesley.

Wellesley community mourns loss of 
nine-year-old Christopher Franklin

Family, friends and the wider Wellesley community are mourning the loss of nine-year-old Christopher Franklin, who died in a car crash in West Virginia on Nov. 10.

Wellesley businesses and homes have tied blue rib-
bons on storefronts and porches to show support 
and sympathy for the Franklin family. This ribbon 
display was photographed outside Schmidtsville 
Restaurant in Wellesley.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
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PARK IT. LOCK IT. POCKET.
Over half of stolen vehicles had the keys left inside. 

Know the risks. Don’t be an easy target.

PERTH COUNTY OPP

CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design)
Proactive approach to reduce crime by designing and organizing spaces so homes and businesses are safer and
harder for criminals to target.

Good news! Perth County residents can request a FREE Assessment to identify vulnerabilities in their homes and
receive advice on safeguarding their property. Contact Perth County OPP to learn more! (519) 393-6123

CAMSAFE (Volunteer Registry of Security Cameras)
Volunteer registry aimed at keeping our community safe and informing police if any cameras are available in
the neighbourhood.  

CAMSAFE does not have access to footage or cameras - only basic contact info. Delete your information or
account at any time. Register any cameras with as many or as few details as you wish.  Visit camsafe.ca to learn
more. 

PERTH COUNTY OPP

Non-Emergency Line: 1-888-310-1122

David Cripps wasn’t allowed to talk to 
the media as a vice chair and trustee of 
the Thames Valley District School Board 
(TVDSB), but the Ingersoll resident said 
nothing is holding him back now.

The province assumed control of the 
TVDSB in April 2025, and on May 1, ap-
pointed supervisor Paul Boniferro to over-
see all financial and operational decisions. 
According to the government, the inter-
vention was prompted by longstanding 
concerns about financial mismanagement, 
including persistent deficits and several 
spending decisions it deemed unaccept-
able, leading the province to conclude di-
rect oversight was necessary.

Even though Cripps and his fellow trust-
ees aren’t being paid and have no access to 
their email accounts or any other informa-
tion, he is still doing what he can to help.

“Director of Education Bill Tucker will 
take my calls, so if someone approaches 
me, I am still able to relay information to 
him, but that’s really the extent of my role. 
There’s been no guidance other than the 
minister’s musings, I’ll call them.”

The Ingersoll resident and small business 
owner acknowledges change is needed 

within the school board system, but em-
phasized it must include local, trustworthy 
and accessible with people who can sup-
port education on the ground – especially 
in Oxford and other rural communities. 
Cripps admitted trustees are not always 
the best positioned to solve every educa-
tion issue but said having a local voice is 
an important starting point.

“As a parent, it always brought me com-
fort and faith in the system, knowing there 
was someone in Ingersoll or Woodstock 
or East Zorra-Tavistock I could reach out 
to and have a conversation with to at least 
get some direction on how to navigate the 
system. In my opinion, we are at risk of 
losing that.”

The Ontario government recently passed 
Bill 33, granting the minister of education 
significantly expanded powers to investi-
gate school boards and intervene in their 
operations. Under the new legislation, 
the minister can launch probes into board 
governance, issue binding directives and, 
in certain circumstances, assume control 
over a board’s decision-making authori-
ty. Supporters argue the changes will im-
prove accountability and strengthen public 
confidence in the education system, while 
critics warn the bill undermines local de-
mocracy by weakening the role of elected 

trustees and centralizing power within the 
provincial government. 

The minister would be able to issue 
binding directives to boards in the “pub-
lic interest.” If boards fail to comply, the 
province could assume their powers, in 
effect, overriding democratically elected 
trustees as has occurred at the Thames 
Valley District School Board. 

Education Minister Paul Calandra has 
said he will bring forward a plan by year’s 
end to eliminate school board trustees 
“100 per cent.” Cripps takes the minister 
at his word but is concerned about a lack 
of transparency and clarity from the prov-
ince. He would also welcome a conversa-
tion with Ontario’s top brass.

“I would appreciate the minister or the 
premier, the folks saying all trustees are 
horrible, to come and take a look at what 
(Oxford trustee) Leeanne (Hopkins) and I 
have done here. I think we were changing 
the game for the people in Oxford.”

Every fall, when schools are back in ses-
sion, there are transportation issues that 
arise, some of which have tremendous 
effects on students and families. Cripps 
remembered one instance in the Norwich 
area where he was able to lend a hand.

“The mayor had called me up and said 
there was a student with a disability who 

had to walk three kilometres to catch her 
bus and she’s on a back road. I was able to 
work with the superintendent and we were 
instantly able to recognize there was a data 
problem with the bus company.”

Cripps, a father of four, decided to run 
for office after having positive experiences 
with the education system when his chil-
dren were in school.

“I have four kids and during my time 
there were all kinds of things that cropped 
up and I felt super supported by principals 
and board staff, but there were also occa-
sions when it was a bit of a challenge.”

He added the trustees he reached out to 
were always open and accessible.

“I wanted to continue that openness 
and lots of folks in Oxford feel we sort of 
play second fiddle since everything is in 
London. I made it part of my mandate to 
open up that accessibility.”

Cripps believed he and Hopkins were 
making progress and the pair addressed 
each municipal council in the county in 
recent months.    

“A number of the mayors reached out 
directly to us with issues they had direct-
ly experienced, and we were able to help 
those folks. I think we were going down 
the right path.”

Oxford school board trustee opens up about being shut out 
Cripps concerned about rural voices being lost
LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

2026 CALENDARS ARE 
ON SALE NOW

OPTI-CASH CALENDAR DRAW
Nov. 16 Nancy Murphy, Thorold  . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 17 Barry Smith, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 18 Larry Palmby, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 19 Joan Alderman, Lakeside  . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 20 Eunice Wolfe, Sebringville  . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 21 Harold Wolfgram, Stratford  . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 22 Stephan Linthorst, Gorrie  . . . . . . . . $200.00
Nov. 23 Bob & Sue Hughs, Stratford  . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 24 Jessica Kurtz, St. Marys  . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 25 Janet Buuck, Mitchell  . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 26 Mac Hartley, Leamington  . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 27 Carol Boshart, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Fri. Nov. 28 Tony Black, Stratford Stratford  . . $50.00
Sat. Nov. 29 Deb Thompson, Woodham  . . . $200.00

Optimist Club of 
Downie Inc.

Families in the south end of Sebastopol, 
just outside Tavistock, are getting ready 
for the real Santa Claus – and for Rence 
and Kasey Dietrich, the excitement has al-
ready begun.

Rence, who is three, and his 11-month-
old brother Kasey were thrilled when their 
uncles, Bob and Glen Dietrich, pulled a 
life-sized Santa out of storage for the first 
time in 30 years. Their mom, Jordanna, 
said the boys could hardly contain them-
selves when the familiar figure appeared 
beside their home.

“Their late grandpa, Larry Dietrich, 
helped make this life-sized Santa,” 
Jordanna Dietrich said, “and he would 
have been so proud to see his grandsons 
enjoying it.” 

Their Nanna, Linda Dietrich, was just 
as delighted to see the old Santa back on 
display.

The boys’ excitement comes as Tavistock 
prepares for this Saturday’s Men’s Club 
Santa Claus Parade, which begins at 1 
p.m. Rence and Kasey waved enthusiasti-
cally as I left – proof that Christmas still 
brings that warm feeling to young families 
and gives area children something special 
to look forward to.

Christmas spirit shines bright in Sebastopol’s north end 
GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Rence Dietrich smiles alongside his mom, Jordanna Diet-
rich, and younger brother, Kasey Dietrich. Dad Scott Diet-
rich was busy at either the corn harvest or in the family’s 
laying-hen barn, where Grade A eggs are produced — a fa-
vourite place for the boys to visit when they get the chance 
to help gather eggs with their mom.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

“Fences make bad neighbours.”
That was the title of a news release sent 

by Lisa Hagen, a New Hamburg resident 
concerned about an outdoor develop-
ment by Tri-County Mennonite Homes 
(TCMH). It includes a yet-to-be-erected 
fence on the non-profit’s property.

Some neighbours have been asking for 
a meeting with the organization for more 
than a month to discuss their concerns 
about a fence around the floodplain.

TCMH is working with Wilmot 
Township on an initiative to revitalize 
stormwater management and enhance ac-
cess to the river flats with an accessible 
trail system. The trails will connect to bar-
rier-free pathways at Nithview Community 
and preserve the flats’ natural grasslands 
while protecting wildlife habitats.

Hagen has written several emails to the 
board and the CEO, suggesting options 
ranging from cedar rail fencing to hedges 
that would reduce the environmental foot-
print and be paid for by the landowners 
themselves on the first three properties. 

TCMH has not directly responded to the 

suggestions.
“We are legally at their mercy regard-

ing the fence, but we just want to help out 
financially so we can get one that fits in 
with the natural look of the floodplain and 
has the least impact on wildlife and the 
environment,” Hagen stated. “There’s a 
big difference between a metal chain-link 
fence and a cedar rail one, and to date, we 
don’t know what we’re getting.”

Hagen applauds the future pathways in 
the natural area, but is cognizant of the 
regular flooding of the field. She said the 

proposed cedar rail fence would be above 
the usual flood line for the first three 
houses and would be maintained by the 
homeowners.

“Further information is needed for plans 
beyond those lots,” added Hagen’s release.

“The fence will be erected, but it could 
benefit both Nithview Home residents and 
the wider community functionally, aesthet-
ically and financially if they allowed the 
neighbours to defray the cost in exchange 
for a natural fence,” Hagen explained.

Nithview Community sent a registered 

letter to adjacent homeowners on Nov. 
25, inviting them to participate in a Zoom 
meeting on Dec. 2.

The Gazette reached out to TCMH and 
was provided with a written response.

“TCMH and the board of directors 
met on Nov. 18 to discuss fencing along 
TCMH’s property line on the Nith River 
flats,” read the response. “The board of 
directors felt it would be prudent to meet 
with affected landowners to provide infor-
mation about the upcoming fencing project 
and other developments on TCMH’s land. 
An invite letter was sent to homeowners 
with property adjacent to TCMH’s land 
and who will be immediately impacted by 
the first phase of fencing.”

The response added that, with impend-
ing developments in stormwater manage-
ment in the area, clearly defining access 
points and creating accessible pathways 
are crucial for everyone’s safety.

“Once stormwater management devel-
opments and the pathway project are com-
plete, the fence will not only provide clear 
boundaries for use, but it will also pre-
vent accidental access by trail users to all 
neighbouring private properties bordering 
TCMH’s land,” continued the response.

Three Wilmot property owners seeking alternate fencing for TCMH project 
 Project will revitalize the Nith River flats

The photo looks down the approximate proposed fence line toward Peterson’s Hill (the 
mown area). Three homeowners are hoping for an environmentally friendly and natural al-
ternative to fencing their property on one side

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Share the Spirit of Christmas with the

heather@granthaven.com
226.261.1837 | granthaven.com

Get a head start on the season with 
the The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette’s 
Christmas Greetings, publishing 
December 18 — a great way to wish 
the community a Merry Christmas and 
thank your customers for their support. 

A portion of proceeds will be donated 
to Wilmot Family Resource Centre & 
Tavistock Assistance Program, 
helping provide care and comfort to 
local families. 

Don’t wait — reserve your greeting today!

Yes, it’s that time again — 
�ristmas is coming fast!

SALES MANAGEMENT  BOHRSON MARKETING SERVICES  WWW.BOHRSON.COM

OPEN HEIFERS | BRED HEIFERS | COWS | FROZEN GENETICS | PREGNANT RECIPIENTS
ON OFFER ELITE LIMOUSIN GENETICS

DECEMBER 6, 2025
IN HANOVER, ON

In preparation for the start of 2026 bud-
get deliberations on Nov. 27, Wellesley 
council set the township’s schedule of fees 
and charges for 2026, which includes a 
number of cost reductions to bring rates 
more in line with those charged by other 
municipalities and encourage use of town-
ship facilities.

At its Nov. 25 meeting, Wellesley coun-
cil reviewed township staff’s proposed 
changes to fees and charges for next year. 
Among those changes is a reduction to 
daily rental rates for all community cen-
tres in the township except the Bill Gies 
Recreation Centre from $513 this year 
to $500 next year, as well as a reduction 
to the daily rental rate for the Bill Gies 
Recreation Centre community centre or 
gym from $667 to $550.

“That rate (for the Bill Gies Recreation 
Centre) is quite a bit higher than our 

other community centre rates; that’s why 
that one was recommended to be brought 
down, to be a little more comparable to 
some of our other facilities and to try and 
rent it out a little more,” Wellesley director 
of recreation Danny Roth said. 

“ … Every year, we’ve been increasing 
(the rental rates for the other community 
centres) by the cost of living – one per 
cent, two per cent, whatever it’s been – 
and we’ve just noticed that those rates are 
starting to get up there, a little higher than 
our comparators. Yes, it’s not a big de-
crease down to the $500, but it does keep 
them a little more in line.”

Coun. Claude Hergott questioned wheth-
er a $13-per-day reduction to the rent-
al rates of community centres across the 
township would do anything to encourage 
rentals, and instead suggested council con-
sider reducing rates by as much as $50 per 
day for 2026.

Speaking to his suggestion, Coun. Derek 
Brick asked township staff to bring back 

a report on facility usage and proposed 
rates so council would have more context 
before deciding to reduce the community 
centre rental rate further.

Other changes approved as part of next 
year’s fees and charges bylaw include:

•	 A new fee of $250/hr to have a fire 
crew on standby for large events;

•	 A new fee for fire extinguisher re-
fills and training at $40 per unit;

•	 New fees of $575 for a large fire 
lock box and $400 for a medium 
fire lock box at local businesses, 
churches, organizations etc. that 
would contain onsite fire plans and 
keys the fire department would have 
access to in the event of a fire;

•	 A new fee of $60 per 1,000 gallons 
for fire reservoir refilling;

•	 No change to the prime ice rent-
al rate, but a decrease to the minor 
sports discount from 35 per cent to 
33 per cent;

•	 A decrease to the rental rate for 

arena floors (no ice) from $724 to 
$700;

•	 An increase to the daily rental rate 
for the Linwood Community Centre 
small hall (no kitchen) from $196 to 
$201;

•	 A change in the range for drop-in 
program fees from $0-20 to $2-20;

•	 A decrease in daily courtyard rental 
rates from $120 with no hall rental 
to $100, and $75 with a hall rental 
to $50;

•	 An increase to daily picnic shelter 
rental rates from $64 to $75, and the 
addition of a half-day rental costing 
$50;

•	 Dropping the lost-key charge from 
$50 to $25; and

•	 Increases to the advertising rates for 
the St. Clements Arena wall boards 
from $225 to $300, and from $375 
to $500 for advertising on the wall 
boards at the Bill Gies Recreation 
Centre.

Ahead of budget deliberations, Wellesley council 
approves 2026 fees and charges bylaw 
GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Council may revisit community centre rental rates to encourage more rentals

STAY UP TO DATE ON ALL YOUR LOCAL NEWS! READ US ONLINE AT: 
GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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The Oxford OPP detachment is now equipped 
with body-worn cameras (BWC). 

In a news release, the OPP said it supports the 
implementation and use of any tools or technol-
ogies that enable improved evidence collection, 
demonstrate greater accountability and transpar-
ency, and enhance public and officer safety in 
Oxford County and beyond.

“After a successful rollout of in-car cameras 
(ICC), which incorporated an automated licence 
plate recognition (ALPR) system, the Oxford OPP, 
along with other detachments within the West 
Region, are rolling out BWCs for each officer,” 
the news releases says.

BWCs are positioned on the front of an officer’s 
vest and are clearly visible to anyone the officer in-
teracts with. When the camera is in standby mode, 
it shows a green ring with flashing lights; once re-
cording begins, the lights switch to flashing red. 

“The full deployment of the BWCs in Oxford 
is expected to be complete as soon as possi-
ble, though officers who have finished training 
will begin using them immediately,” the release 

continues. 
Oxford OPP Const. Matt Foster said all officers 

have or will receive training.
“Training is currently underway, and once train-

ing is completed, they will be worn by all officers. 
When an officer attends training, they are required 
to wear the BWC immediately afterwards.”

As part of a broader investment in technology 
for Ontario police services, the provincial govern-
ment is funding the OPP’s acquisition and imple-
mentation of BWCs and in-car camera systems.

“The total cost is approximately $4 million, 
which will be covered through the OPP’s annu-
al operational budget,” said Foster, who added 
adopting new technologies is an example of the 
provincial police’s commitment to accountability, 
transparency and professionalism among its front-
line members.  

“ICC systems deliver added benefits from a 
public-safety and investigative perspective, partic-
ularly in light of the OPP’s mandate for policing 
provincial highways. The Oxford OPP remains 
dedicated to ensuring public safety and providing 
proactive, innovative policing in partnership with 
our communities.”

Provincial police in Oxford begin body camera rollout

Pictured is one of the new body-worn cameras being rolled out by the Ox-
ford OPP.

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

(PHOTO COURTESY OF OXFORD OPP)
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1005 Ontario St. Stratford, ON N5A 6W6    |    519-272-1002

ICEFX® provides enchanced traction on ice but does not guarantee slips will not occur under any circumstances. Care should always be taken when walking on ice. Product and slection may vary by location

†Cannot be used towards the purchase of gift cards. Card value is not redeemable for cash and may only be redeemed for merchandise at Mark’s or L’Equipeur stores. Card is not valid on previous or online purchases. One card 
per person, per transaction. Card cannot be combined with any other o­er. Each item in the purchase will be charged a proportional share of the $15 discount. If an item is returned, the proportional discount will not be refunded. 
Mark’s Work Wearhouse Ltd. is not responsible for replacing the value of this card if it is lost, stolen, destroyed, damaged or used without your knowledge or consent. Card must be surrendered at time of use.”

®
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• • •

Community Care Concepts’ Annual

Christmas Breakfast
Saturday, December 13th

8:00 am to 11:00 am
New Hamburg Legion
65 Boullee St., New Hamburg

$12.00
$6.00
$25.00

adults
children
family maximum

 10 and under

Tickets available at the door, or in advance:

New Hamburg Legion
Community Care Concepts
Ross Eichler

519-662-3770
519-662-9526
519-662-3113

All proceeds support 
Community Care Concepts

supported by

A night out at a small-town theatre 
can offer some of the best entertainment 
around, especially when the script comes 
from celebrated playwright Dan Needles. 

That was certainly the case on the 
weekend in Embro, when Thistle Theatre 
staged the uproarious comedy, The Perils 
of Persephone.

The production, set in a farmhouse 
kitchen “somewhere north of Toronto,” is 
classic Needles; sharp wit, rural charm and 
a cast of characters who feel as familiar as 
your neighbours. The Embro production 
also marks a milestone as Thistle Theatre 
celebrates 30 years as a “Theatre with 
Heart.”

In the play, trouble begins when barking 
dogs send the Currie family scrambling to 
the window to see who’s coming up the 

lane. A delivery van slides off the drive-
way, prompting fears it may be hauling 
tanks of plutonium – a mix-up that spirals 
into comic chaos. After much panic and 
debate, the truth comes out; the van is sim-
ply delivering nitrogen and bull semen.

Local actors embraced their roles with 
perfect timing, earning steady laughter 
from the crowd. Several cast members 
have ties to the theatre’s early days, bring-
ing added nostalgia to this anniversary 

season.
Thistle Theatre first opened its doors 

with the same Needles production on Nov. 
8, 1995, a gala evening attended by charter 
members and celebrated with ribbon cut-
ting and a reception at the community cen-
tre followed by the challenge of driving 
home through the winter’s first blinding 
snowstorm.

Three decades later, the spirit of commu-
nity theatre is as strong as ever.

Thistle Theatre leaves audience in stitches with The 
Perils of Persephone 

Doug Turvey as Eldon Currie, Heather West as Marj Currie, 
Becca Potter as Wendy Currie and John Hazeleger as Orval 
Currie during a lively kitchen scene.

From left: D’Arcy Irvine as MPP Henry Burford, Shrirang 
Raval as Francis Hinkley, Heather West as Marj Currie and 
Doug Turvey as Eldon Currie share a hilarious moment on 
stage.

 The cast in a group scene with Becky Issenman at far right 
as Skip Fuller.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
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OPTIMIST CLUB OF 
SHAKESPEARE

The Shakespeare Optimist Club 
is again selling 

CHRISTMAS CURED HAMS 
FROM PERTH COUNTY 

PORK PRODUCERS
3 lbs - $20 

They make great Christmas Gifts! 
Pickup is December 4 and 11 at the 

Shakespeare Optimist Hall. 
Call Gary West at 519-272-9140

There are many longtime farm families in the New 
Hamburg and Tavistock area who will remember Don and 
Joanne Russel, a couple whose determination and innova-
tive thinking helped them build a dairy operation against 
the odds. 

Their story starts close to home, but today, the Russels 
are well-known in Renfrew County, northwest of Ottawa, 
where they have spent more than two decades milking 
cows and developing what may be one of the most for-
ward-thinking barn designs in modern dairying.

Their journey in agriculture began on Feb. 28, 1995, in 
a rented tie-stall barn near Punkey Doodles Corners. Don 
and Joanne Russel were young, ambitious and determined 
to enter the quota system at a time when many believed it 
was nearly impossible to get started. After submitting 26 
cash-flow plans to six major lenders, it was Farm Credit 
Canada that finally agreed to loan them enough money to 
buy 20 kilograms of quota. 

Don Russel laughs when he remembers how it happened. 
“I found a loophole in their policy and showed it to our 

MP. Three days later, we had the money. FCC closed that 
loophole after that.”

To scrape by in the early years, they bought dry cows – 
many three-quartered – calved them out, sold the calves, 
milked the cows for a lactation and then shipped them for 

beef. Their advisor visited weekly at the beginning, con-
vinced they wouldn’t last four months. 

“Thirty years later, we’re still milking cows,” Don 
Russel said with a grin.

After outgrowing their first rented barn, they moved 
to Walter and Valerie Kropf’s farm west of Tavistock. 
By 1998, they had saved enough for a down payment 
on a farm of their own – more than four hours north-
east in Renfrew County where land prices were more 

manageable. Alongside milking cows, Don Russel bal-
anced dairy rations for Master Feeds and took up hoof 
trimming after travelling to Wisconsin for training. At the 
time, his hydraulic tilt table was the first of its kind in 
Eastern Ontario.

Those experiences sparked an idea; cows deserved bet-
ter comfort than what he saw in typical free-stall barns. 
By 2000, he began researching an entirely different barn 
concept. After “many tries and lots of mistakes,” the 
breakthrough came on Nov. 30, 2013, when he finalized 
the design for what he calls the Pasture Barn – a system he 
stresses is not a pack barn, but something entirely its own.

In 2006, their perseverance earned them recognition as 
Ontario’s Outstanding Young Farmers, followed by the 
national award later that year. The encouragement they 
received pushed Don Russel to continue refining the pas-
ture barn idea. In 2019, their new barn – with year-round 
comfort that mimics pasture conditions – became a real-
ity. Since then, their Holstein herd has achieved top-tier 
milk quality, high per-cow value and exceptional longev-
ity scores. 

Today, their barn design holds patents in Canada, the 
U.S. and 54 European countries, and is drawing attention 
from farmers and animal-welfare advocates in Ireland and 
Wales.

Now in their late 50s, Don and Joanne Russel are pre-
paring for the next chapter. Their beautifully renovated 
home, 300 acres and innovative barn are on the market. 
Their daughters have started careers of their own and Don 
Russel is eager to devote more time to promoting pasture 
barn designs around the world. 

“A day without learning isn’t very productive,” he says.
More information is available at pasturebarndesigns.

com.

A visit with former New Hamburg and Tavistock 
dairy farmers Don and Joanne Russel

The DoJo purebred Holstein herd of Don and Joanne Russel 
is housed in their innovative pasture barn near Cobden in 
Renfrew County.

Cows rest comfortably in the pasture barn, designed to 
mimic the feel of being on pasture year-round.

Don and Joanne Russel with their Ontario and Canadian Outstanding Young Farmer awards, earned in 2006.

Don Russel’s belt buckle from the national Outstanding 
Young Farmer competition, an honour he still proudly wears.

When he isn’t working with cows, Don Russel enjoys fishing 
on the many lakes of Renfrew County.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
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Kinna Sohna, the boutique space at 55 York St. in 
Stratford, is celebrating 25 years of traditional craftsman-
ship and ethical fashion with 15 per cent off most items 
from Dec. 4-7.

Kinna Sohna translates to “how beautiful” or “how 
handsome” in Punjabi – a fitting name for a shop built 
around handmade artistry. Owner Sartaj Kaur moved her 
boutique from Toronto’s designer district to Stratford 
eight years ago. With the rising financial pressures of the 
city, she knew it was time for a shift and set her sights on 
finding the right home for her work. Stratford ended up 
being exactly that.

“I really was just following my heart,” said Kaur. “I 
wanted to leave Toronto. I wanted to be in a small town. 
This location became available and some of my custom-
ers from here kept saying I should move to Stratford, and 
it worked out for me; the timing was just right.” 

In her 30s, after stepping away from the corporate world, 
Kaur found herself drawn to textiles. She began explor-
ing the craft more deeply, learning everything she could 
about fabrics, production and the global textile landscape. 
Coming from a family with a strong business background, 
she knew entrepreneurship was where she was headed – 
but doing it ethically was non-negotiable.

“I wanted to do something creative,” she said. “I would 
talk to anybody who was doing what they loved. I talk-
ed to them and asked, “How did you get to do what you 
loved?” to learn from them. I started this business when I 
was 35, so I did a lot of soul searching. I went through the 
book, Artist’s Way, about three times. A book that really 
impacted me was Creating a Life Worth Living. I spent a 
lot of time figuring out what gives me joy.” 

Today, her clothing line is produced through an ethical 
textile cooperative in India, where artisans earn fair wag-
es, have democratic input and have access to essentials 
like health care and clean water. Kaur chooses her partner 
communities based on personal experience and mean-
ingful relationships, travelling yearly to work and learn 
alongside the makers themselves.

“I feel like I’ve been successful all this time because 
I’m present while all of the work is being done,” she said. 
“I’m (in India) on the floor, packing boxes and I get to 
be there while they’re sewing. I buy the fabric and some-
times I’m the one going to the block printers and bringing 
fabric to them.” 

Kinna Sohna offers something rare: slow-fashion piec-
es created with intention. The clothing is vibrant, unique 
and thoughtfully designed – a mix of bold patterns, 

memorable colours and timeless silhouettes. Kaur says 
the shop is for anyone looking to elevate their style while 
still being mindful of what they’re purchasing and where 
it comes from.

“My stuff is truly slow fashion – it’s sustainable,” said 
Kaur. “There’s the person who washes the fabric, the per-
son who prepares it for printing, then the block printer, 
then another person washing it again and someone else 
laying the fabric out in the fields. There are so many peo-
ple involved – the ones I buy buttons and thread from, 
as well as the embroiderers themselves. It’s almost like 
supporting a whole village.”

Most pieces in the store are designed by Kaur and craft-
ed from natural, handmade fibres. The collection includes 
clothing for both men and women, ranging from XS to 
4XL, with each item created as a one-of-a-kind piece.

The shop also carries globally sourced carpets, 

handcrafted jewellery and other artisan-made items. 
Everything in the store – every pattern, print, stitch and 
textile – comes with its own story.

Kaur is deeply involved in every step of the process and 
is on site to help shoppers find the right fit, colour and 
style. Her knowledge of the craft, paired with her person-
al approach, is part of why her customer base has stayed 
loyal over the past 25 years.

Being a woman in business hasn’t always been easy, 
Kaur says. From selecting textiles abroad to unpacking 
new arrivals in the shop, the work is hands-on and often 
labour-intensive. But the reward is in seeing people wear 
and cherish pieces that are made to last.

In a culture dominated by disposable fashion, Kinna 
Sohna offers something different – clothing meant to be 
loved, cared for and passed down through generations.

Kinna Sohna celebrates 25 years of craftsmanship and 
ethical fashion in Stratford

Kinna Sohna owner Sartaj Kaur stands inside her Stratford 
boutique, surrounded by the handcrafted, fair-trade gar-
ments and textiles she designs and sources from artisans 
across the world.

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Gazette Reporter

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)

Natural Fibre

Men’s Women’s Clothing 

Designed By Owner

Art Jewelry 

Shawls Carpets...

THINGS OF BEAUTY & SPIRIT

55 York Street Stratford ON
   kinnasohna

HANDCRAFTED TREASURES

SALE
15% off Storewide

December 4-7

Celebrating 25 years

519-275-2837

Young people in East Zorra-Tavistock 
often grow up surrounded by the work 
ethic and responsibility that come with 
farm life – qualities that can shape im-
pressive careers. One such example is 
Alyssa Lupton of Hickson, who is now 
just 10 months away from writing her final 
exam to earn her Chartered Professional 
Accountant designation.

Lupton, the daughter of Terry and Jody 
Lupton, grew up on the family farm just 
north of the Hickson stoplights. Her ear-
ly education began at Hickson Central 

Public School, followed by Huron Park 
Secondary School in Woodstock. She be-
gan university studies during the onset of 
COVID-19, completing coursework on-
line through Athabasca University.

Her strong academic ability, particularly 
in mathematics, helped guide her toward 
accounting. 

“She has always been excellent at math,” 
her mother, Jody Lupton said. “It just came 
naturally to her.”

Alyssa Lupton’s determination led her 
to BDO Canada in Woodstock, where she 
was first hired as a junior accountant and 
recently promoted to senior accountant – 
an advancement that reflects both her skill 

and dedication.
She credits her work ethic to her parents 

and grandparents, Barry and Deb Lupton, 
and Clarence and Donna Herlick of South 
Easthope. Her siblings – Emily, Hailey 
and Austin – have also shown the same 
commitment, with all three girls having 
worked at Quehl’s Restaurant to help fund 
their education. Austin Lupton supports 
the family’s broiler and crop operations, 
helping with corn, soybeans, coloured 
beans and wheat in both Oxford and Perth 
counties.

All four Lupton children grew up deeply 
connected to Grace United Church, where 
they have been active youth leaders.

Hickson’s Alyssa Lupton nears chartered 
accountant designation 

Alyssa Lupton, who says she “loves her 
job,” is now within a year of earning her 
Chartered Professional Accountant des-
ignation. Her mother, Jody Lupton, adds 
that Alyssa Lupton’s natural talent for math 
helped guide her toward a career in ac-
counting.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 
Weekly Quiz

By Jake Grant

1.	 What is the street address of the White 
House?

2.	 What kind of dog is Scooby-Doo?
3.	 The practice of drawing electoral district 

boundaries to give one political party an 
advantage is called?

4.	 What is the main body of an aircraft called?
5.	 What is the largest country in Africa by 

area?
6.	 What does DNA stand for?
7.	 Who is Katy Perry currently dating?
8.	 What is Warren Buffett’s company called?
9.	 Who is Bluey the dog’s sister?
10.	True or False. A group of geese is called a 

gaggle.

Answers found on the classified pageANSWERS FOUND ON 
THE CLASSIFIED PAGE

by PeterS 2025
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MCLEAN: Angus Turnbull 
“Gus”

Passed away peacefully 
on Thursday, November 
20, 2025 at the Woodstock 
Hospital. Angus “Gus” 
McLean of Woodstock in his 
98th year.

Beloved husband of Carol 
(Bricker) McLean whom he 
married August 31, 1956. 
Dear father of Janet McLean 

of Ingersoll and Bonnie McLean of London. He is 
survived by many nieces and nephews.

Predeceased by his parents Miles & Nellie McLean, 
his brothers Miles & Joyce McLean, Alex McLean 
and Donald & Mildred McLean.

Angus was proud to be the Store Manager of UAP 
Ingersoll for 30 years.

Relatives and friends will be received in the 
Francis Chapel of the Glendinning Funeral Home, 77 
Woodstock St. N. Tavistock on Friday, November 28, 
2025 from 12 til 1:45pm. A Celebration of Angus’s 
life will follow at 2:00pm. Interment later in Grace 
United Church Cemetery, Tavistock.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the Alzheimer’s 
Society would be appreciated by the family. Personal 
Condolences can be posted at www.francisfh.ca

OBITUARY

When members of the former Hickson 
United Church joined the congregation 
at Grace United Church in Tavistock, 
they wanted to express their appreciation 

for the warm welcome they received. On 
Sunday, they did just that by presenting 
Grace United with a special gift – their 
church’s electric piano.

The instrument was brought to the ser-
vice and officially donated for permanent 
use in the Grace United auditorium. In the 

past, when a piano was needed for summer 
services, concerts or family gatherings, 
volunteers had to move one from an adja-
cent room. With this donation, the audito-
rium now has a dedicated instrument that 
will remain in place for years to come.

As the announcement was made during 

the service, the Grace United congrega-
tion responded with enthusiastic applause, 
grateful for a gift that will support wor-
ship, community events and musical pro-
gramming well into the future.

Hickson United congregation donates electric piano 
to Grace United Church

Members of the former Hickson United Church presented their congregation’s electric piano 
to Grace United Church on Sunday. From left: Kim McLaren, Kathy and Fred Chilvers, Nancy 
Weicker, Nathaniel Cook, Allison Cross, Ruth Ross, Ross Struthers and Anne King. In front 
is Marilyne Nystrom, music and choir director at Grace United Church.

The electric keyboard donated to Grace United Church will become a regularly used in-
strument for services and concerts. Music director Marilyne Nystrom says it “will be used 
extensively in years to come, bringing music to everyone’s ears who attends events at the 
church.”

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
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TOWNSHIP OF 
EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock

Phone: 519-655-2151
All are welcome

Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur 
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY LUTHERAN (ELCIC)
Sebastopol - Tavistock

2210 Perth Line 29
Pastor Steve Hoffard

Worship In Person or on Zoom 
Sundays at 10:00 AM

(519) 655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Julie Ellison White

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, 

with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
All ages Junior Sunday School will follow 

after the service.
All are Welcome

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario

Questions or Need Help? 
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413

tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

WILMOT TOWNSHIP

ST GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Corner of Waterloo St and Byron St, New Hamburg

Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.  
All are welcome.

https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com
Please join us for Advent & Christmas!

December 7 @ 10:15am - Second Sunday of Advent
December 14 @ 10:15am - Third Sunday of Advent
December 14 @ 7:00pm - Nine Lessons & Carols 
with fellowship and refreshments
December 21 @ 10:15am - Fourth Sunday of 
Advent with Christmas pageant and potluck
December 24 @ 6:30pm - Hymn Sing
December 24 @ 7:00pm - Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd Wilmot Township

All are welcome.
Contact Carol Massel: 519-502-8648

carol@masselsmarine.com

ST AGATHA MENNONITE CHURCH
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 

Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour 

and sermon discussion. 
All are welcome

By Sydney Grant
Slowly but surely, I’m reading through 

the past pages of the Tavistock Gazette 
(est. 1895). Within this weekly column 
I’d like to share with you some of my 
findings.

November 25 - December 2, 2020, 
Edition (5 years ago)

Emily Danen has been taking it one 
step at a time. Em’s Bakery, her home 
bakery business, has been keeping her 
busy and she plans to further her edu-
cation as a bakery and pastry chef when 
she attends George Brown College next 
May. Since launching her online busi-
ness several months ago, Danen has 
been busy filling orders for friends, 
relatives and acquaintances who have 
heard about her new endeavour. Danen 
recently opened a stall Saturday morn-
ings at the Stratford Farmers’ Market 
for baked goods. She has also secured 
the use of a commercial oven at Terra 
Nova Spa and Café in Hickson.

The Tavistock Public School 2019-
2020 Grade 8 graduating class held a 
bottle drive fundraiser to raise money 
for their year-end trip. They weren’t 
able to go on the annual trip to Camp 
Celtic, west of Lion’s Head, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic closing school 
early. After purchasing sweatshirts for 
themselves as a keepsake of their school 
year, the class of 2019-2020 had approx-
imately $1,300 remaining. It was decid-
ed this past week by parents and student 
organizers to donate half of the funds 
to the school for walkie talkies and the 
other half to the Tavistock Assistance 
Program (TAP).

With Canadian snowbirds staying 
home this season, and limited activi-
ties through the winter, Golf North has 
launched winter golf at two local cours-
es to fill the void. Rebel Creek in Pe-
tersburg and Foxwood Golf near Baden 
will be open year-round for golf and 
disc golf at the latter track. “It will be 
walking only and weather dependent,” 
said Foxwood manager Ron Knight. “It 
will provide a needed, safe activity in 
COVID times.” 

November 24 - December 1, 2010, 
Edition (15 years ago)

The snow came just in time on Satur-
day morning, Nov. 27, to get everyone 

in the spirit of Christmas. It also put 
the perfect seasonal topping on the an-
nual Tavistock Men’s Club Santa Claus 
Parade. At 1 p.m., the New Hamburg 
Concert Band led an assortment of co-
lourful floats, pedestrians and animals 
from Woodstock Street North to the 
main corner along Hope Street West, 
as a brief stint down William Street to 
Woodstock again, then back up to the 
main corner. Hundreds of children gath-
ered here, just east of the post office, in 
the warm sunshine to meet with Santa 
and collect goodie bags from members 
of the Tavistock Men’s Club. 

The Tavistock Junior Jets won the 
Midget C International Silverstick 
Tournament in Port Elgin on Sunday, 
Nov. 28, 2010. Sponsored by Hyde Con-
struction, the Jets were undefeated for 
the weekend. The Jets came out flying 
and soared by Kincardine, TCDMHA 
Rebels and Georgian Shores to take first 
place in their pool, outshooting their 
competitors 8-1. Champions include 
Lisa Duivesteyn, Sydnie Hyde, Cassie 
Drinkwalter, Chelsea Hyde, Desiree 
Brenneman, Alex Glencross, Jenni-
fer Newcombe, Emily Shantz, Robyn 
Schieckoff, Robyn Lichti, Jillian Ross, 
Brittany McKay, Mikaela Malson, Leah 
Balfour, Lacy Jantzi and Rachel McKay.

November 29 - December 6, 1995, 
Edition (30 years ago)

The 1995 Tavistock Santa Claus Pa-
rade was another successful undertak-
ing with lots of floats, horses, the citi-
zen’s band, the cadet corps and many 
other lively entries. Sponsored by the 
Tavistock Men’s Club, the parade be-
gan in Taylor Heights and made its way 
down Woodstock Street North to wav-
ing and cheering crowds of onlookers 
massed at every corner of the parade 
route. Led by the local volunteer fire-
fighters and the citizen’s band aboard a 
wagon, floats were entered portraying 
the theme of an “Old Fashioned Christ-
mas.” 

Over 200 North/South Easthope 
and Stratford/St. Marys 4-H members 
gathered at the Shakespeare Optimist 
Community Centre on Tuesday eve-
ning, Nov. 28, for their annual Awards 
and Recognition Night hosted by Perth 
County 4-H Club Leader’s Association 
president Bill French of RR 2, Mitchell.

The Old Gazettes

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN 
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CONTACT HEATHER DUNBAR AT 

226.261.1837 
OR HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM

ONLINE
READ US

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE/
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SPORTSThe Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CURRENT  STANDINGS

Wellesley solidified its hold on first place 
in the Provincial Junior Hockey League’s 
(PJHL) Doherty Division thanks to a 5-3 
victory in Tavistock on Friday night.

After a scoreless first period, the Braves 
took a 1-0 lead early in the second on a 
goal from Ryan McKellar. Luke Schofield 
tied it up four minutes later but goals from 
Yann Raskin and Tyler Brezynskie gave 
Tavistock a 3-1 lead heading into the third.

Wellesley exploded for four goals in 
six minutes, including the game-winning 
marker by Ian Speiran at the 9:20 mark. 
Spencer Davidson, Riley Noble and Boden 
White also found the back of the net for 
the Applejacks. Keaton Bartlett chipped in 
with two assists in a losing effort.

“We had a good 40 minutes, but we let 
off the gas for the last 20,” said Tavistock 
general manager Brent Lange. “It was a 
period I’d like to forget, but still some pos-
itives to take away. It just shows we have 
to play a full 60 minutes, especially on a 
one-game weekend.” 

The Braves are sitting in third place in 
the division, five points behind the first-
place Wellesley Applejacks with two 
games in hand.

“I would say the team is playing at a sev-
en, maybe eight out of 10 level. There are 
always things to improve on, whether it’s 
a couple of things up front or on the back 
end,” said Lange, who added he likes what 
he sees off the ice with the team.

“We have a close, tight-knit group in the 
dressing room. It’s refreshing, it’s fun and 
everything is positive.”

He added the mood following Friday’s 
loss shows exactly how much his team 
wants to win.

“I love it when the kids hate to lose. You 
don’t like hearing laughter after a loss, and 
there isn’t any more. All we hear is what 
we can do better next game.”  

Just six points separate first from fourth 
in the division, and 15 points from first to 

last. The West Yeck is the only other di-
vision as tight, with a 17-point difference 
from first to last. 

The Braves are expected to make a ma-
jor player signing announcement late this 
week. Lange said he can’t release any de-
tails, but he’s excited about who’s coming.

“It’s going to be very good for our team. 
He’s a hell of a player who is going to 
provide a really good 200-foot game for 
us and he’s got some good buddies on our 

team. It all came together and everything 
is positive there.”

Wellesley rounded out the weekend 
with a 5-4 overtime win in Dorchester 
on Sunday. Rhyse McCloskey scored 
the winning goal 63 seconds into the ex-
tra period to give the Applejacks their 
fourth straight victory. Wellesley led 3-1 
after 20 minutes but the Dolphins scored 
three straight times to take a 4-3 lead un-
til Hudson Parker’s late third-period goal 

forced overtime.
New Hamburg split its two week-

end games, starting with a 6-2 loss in 
Woodstock on Friday. Ben Oliver scored 
twice for the Firebirds in the losing effort, 
but on Saturday, they bounced back with a 
6-2 victory in Norwich. Oliver led the way 
again with a goal and two assists while 
captain Andrew Gear had two points. 
Deklan Jermol stopped 45 of 47 shots 
from the Merchants to earn the win.

PJHL Roundup: Applejacks hang on to top spot as 
Braves ready for big player signing

Wellesley Applejacks’ defenceman Riley Noble battles with Tavistock Braves’ forward Nolan Miller for a loose puck during the Applejacks’ 
win over the Braves on Nov. 21. Noble scored one of Wellesley’s four third-period goals as they came back from being down 3-1 to beat 
the Braves 5-3.

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTO)
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CURRENT ONTARIO ELITE HOCKEY LEAGUE SOUTH CONFERENCE STANDINGS

Sales Representative
Office: 519-273-2821 or Cell: 519-272-7676
Email: mseby@rogers.com 

Sandra Eby Sandra Eby 

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, Ontario N5A 2L2
OPEN HOUSES

ALSO AVAILABLE

80 QUEEN STREET, TAVISTOCK
MLS#X12373567 - $749,900

74 ADAM STREET, TAVISTOCK
MLS#X12148689 - $549,900

2 BEDROOM 1.5 BATH - 4 SEASON SUNROOM 
APPROX. 1400 SQUARE FEET OF LIVING SPACE 

- BACKING ONTO FARM LAND - ONE FLOOR 
LIVING - RESORT-STYLE AMENITIES

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29
1:00-3:00 P.M.

316489 31ST LINE
UNIT#959, ZORRA

(HAPPY HILLS RETIREMENT RESORT)
MLS#X12406378

NEW PRICE $494,000

3489 RD 109 PERTH EAST, 
TAVISTOCK

MLS#X12379974
PRICE $1,040,000

101 RUDY AVENUE, TAVISTOCK
MLS#X12139631 - NEW PRICE $924,900

53 ROTH ST, UNIT 22, TAVISTOCK
MLS#X12394949 - $769,900

199 HOPE ST. E., TAVISTOCK
UNIT #103

MLS# X12092804 - $329,900

199 HOPE ST. E., TAVISTOCK
UNIT #112

MLS# X12154485 - $464,900

199 HOPE ST. E., TAVISTOCK
UNIT # 310

MLS# X12573338 - $329,900

199 HOPE ST. E., TAVISTOCK
UNIT #305

MLS# X12383975 - $399,900

NEW
LISTING

SOLD

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29 • 10:30-12:00 NOON • 199 HOPE ST. E., TAVISTOCK (MULTIPLE UNITS)

3 BEDROOM 3 BATH - LOW MAINTENANCE YARD - 
FINISHED FAMILY ROOM IN THE BASEMBENT

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29 
1:00-3:00 P.M.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
1:00-3:00 P.M.

48 WELLINGTON STREET
 TAVISTOCK

MLS#X12547948
PRICE $649,900

HOSTED BY LUCIE STEPHENS - SALES REPRESENTATIVE

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
1:00-3:00 P.M.

QUIET COUNTRY LIVING WITH CONVENIENT CITY 
ACCESS - PRIVATE .61 ACRE COUNTRY PROPERTY 
- TWO STOREY, 4 OR 5 BEDROOM HOME - HOSTED 

BY LUCIE STEPHENS - SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Tavistock dropped its third straight Ontario Elite Hockey 
League (OEHL) matchup last weekend but still managed 
to hang on to a tie for third place in the South Division.

Royals netminder Zach Shomphe allowed nine goals on 
28 shots as Tavistock lost 9-3 to the visiting Erin Outlaws 
on Saturday night. 

Tavistock trailed 2-1 after the first period and 5-2 after 
40 minutes before being outscored 4-1 in the third frame. 
Mitch Atkins, Jeremy Munro and Deven Kropf scored for 
the Royals. Atkins also added an assist. 

The Royals have this weekend off before hosting Elora 
on Saturday, Dec. 6

Royals drop 
third straight 
game
LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

TESTIMONIAL
Ian McKie

Chair of Leadership and
Training, New Hamburg Legion

“We want to thank you 
for the great ad! 

We had 70 people show up,
almost capacity! The seminar was

great. Dave Clark, our WRPS
officer, knew his stuff! Took us

through lots of issues and
examples; plus he answered

many great questions.
Thank you!  This has hopefully

helped a lot of people avoid the
devastation of fraud.”

Customer

To advertise with us, contact 
Heather Dunbar at 226.261.1837 

or heather@granthaven.com

SEND YOUR SPORTS STORIES TO SPENCER SEYMOUR 
AT SPENCER.SEYMOUR88@GMAIL.COM
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Riley Ferguson blasts a shot on goal from the faceoff circle during the U11 B Wilmot Wol-
verines game this past Sunday.

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTO)

Caleb Ropp plays the puck up the ice from the defensive zone during the U9 MD Tavistock 
Titans game last Wednesday.

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTO)

Sidney Dryngiewicz flings a shot from the blueline during the U13 A New Hamburg Huskies 
game last Tuesday.

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTO)

James Wolfe fires the puck on target from the slot during last Tuesday’s U10 Minor A New 
Hamburg Huskies game.

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTO)

Chase Farrell launches a long-range wrist shot during last Wednesday’s U18 LL Tavistock 
Titans game.

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTO)

Scottie Evens shoots the puck towards the opposition’s net during last Saturday’s U11 C 
Wilmot Wolverines game.

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTO)
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Pet of the Week
GLADYS

Gladys is a sweet, outgoing, independent 
kitty with a heart as big as her personality! 
She loves meeting new people and will 
happily follow you around to be part of the 
action. Her adorably misshapen ears add 
extra character! They don’t bother her at all, 
and she’s as healthy and happy as can be.

She prefers affection on her terms and will 
gently tap you when she’s ready for pets. 
She isn’t a big fan of being picked up, so 
a home that appreciates her independent 
streak is ideal. If you’re looking for a friendly, 
unique companion full of charm and purrs, 
Gladys is your girl! Visit kwsphumane.ca to 
learn more.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

O B Z R J H E F U N D R A I S E R V N P
S M Y T T I R I P S G N I V I G I E Y X
Q A M S F S T X R A V Z X V A Y G Z X J
O K G E N E R O S I T Y V P M G V O P Y
L E I J E G I J Y D H B V E O Z Y W M N
A A C I K C Z M U Y M G D X F E Y R H Y
C D R C A D S D M K S Q R H M J Z N F P
O I W G L N M W G T I C A E A R L J A O
L F C E N C L G C E F N W L Y N V N M R
T F I H U P N X N Z O V R P N W H J V H
R E U K A N U V T I C V O I O V Q C T T
O R E V C R K D S G O O F N Q N G O C N
P E P U L V I S P F S L T G G K W M A A
P N V E U R A T M R S U I H Q P S M P L
U C X G J P Y L Y Y E N Y A M W Z U M I
S E Q H M E N U A B N T A N Q P Z N I H
F E N O C G K E S X D E P D M T N I G P
R Z C K D E N T Z W N E L S V U H T P M
S N O I T A N O D E I R J M C G J Y E M
J P Y W X L U M I N K I E D G E L U R P

GIVING TUESDAY
Gazette Puzzles

Charity
Compassion
Community
Donations
Fundraiser

Generosity
Giving Spirit

Helping Hands
Impact

Kindness

Make A Difference
Pay It Forward
Philanthropy

Support Local
Volunteer

������

�������

����

������

����������

��������

����

�������

����

�����

�
��

���

�����

��
������

����

������
Sponsored by:
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU
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Waterloo Regional Police are remind-
ing motorists to drive sober following a 
significant increase in impaired driving 
incidents across Waterloo Region last 
weekend.

Between Nov. 21 and 23, officers re-
sponded to 14 impaired driving-related 
calls, resulting in multiple charges. This 
represents a 250 per-cent increase com-
pared to the previous three-day period, 
which saw four calls.

Of the weekend incidents:
•	 Six occurred in Cambridge, three 

in Kitchener, three in Waterloo and 
one each in North Dumfries and 
Wilmot townships.

•	 Four involved alcohol and collisions.
•	 Two involved drug impairment with 

collisions.
•	 One involved a novice driver with 

blood alcohol above zero.
These incidents included dangerous 

driving behaviours that put lives at risk. 
On Nov. 22, just before 5 a.m., officers 

stopped a vehicle travelling eastbound on 
Highway 401 after receiving reports of 
it swerving and slowing to speeds under 
90 km/hr. The driver was arrested and 
charged with operation while impaired by 

alcohol and drugs, and failure to comply 
with demand. 

Later that day, around 5:30 p.m., a driver 
in Kitchener struck a parked vehicle and 
continued driving erratically – swerving 
into oncoming lanes, nearly hitting other 
cars and a GRT bus, and speeding through 
a parking lot before stopping. Multiple 
witnesses reported the vehicle was out 
of control and causing traffic hazards. 
The driver was charged with operation 
while impaired by alcohol and drugs, fail-
ure to stop after accident, and dangerous 
operation.

As part of ongoing efforts to keep roads 
safe, Waterloo Regional Police conducted 
a Festive RIDE program on Nov. 22 in the 
area of Dundas Street North and Roxboro 
Road in Cambridge. Officers checked 950 
vehicles and issued:

•	 One three-day suspension
•	 Two seatbelt charges
•	 One improper turn charge
•	 One insecure load charge
Waterloo Regional Police continue to 

participate in Festive RIDE programs 
throughout the holiday season to help 
keep our roads safe. Driving impaired is 
never worth the risk. Anyone who sus-
pects an impaired driver should call 911 
immediately.

Waterloo Regional Police 
respond to spike in impaired 
driving calls over weekend
WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE

thewygazette@gmail.com

The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
is investigating a serious collision in the 
Township of Wellesley.

On Nov. 18 at approximately 6:32 p.m., 
members of regional ambulance services 
and Waterloo Regional Police responded 
to a head-on collision on Gerber Road. 

The driver of a Honda, a 27-year-old fe-
male, was airlifted to an out-of-region hos-
pital with life-threatening injuries, police 
say. The driver of a Hyundai, a 59-year-old 

female, was transported to a local hospital 
with non-life-threatening injuries.

Gerber Road remained closed for several 
hours while officers conducted the investi-
gation. The collision remains under inves-
tigation by the WRPS traffic branch.

Anyone who witnessed the collision or 
has dash camera footage is asked to con-
tact the Waterloo Regional Police Service 
traffic services unit at 519-650-8500 ext. 
8856. Anonymous tips can be provided to 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or on-
line at www.waterloocrimestoppers.com.

Police investigating serious 
collision in Wellesley Township
WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE

thewygazette@gmail.com

An error was printed in the story, 
“Wilmot’s Donald Mohr reflects on his 
father,

Clayton Mohr’s service in the First 
World War,” on page 11 of the Nov. 
20 Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette. In the 
last paragraph, the author of the article 

indicated Clayton Mohr had died before 
his son, Donald Mohr, was born. In fact, 
Clayton Mohr was alive and active for 
many years with Donald Mohr and the 
rest of his family. We regret any confu-
sion this may have caused.

CORRECTION: 

READ US ONLINE AT: 
GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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We are less than a month 
away from Christmas, and party 
planning, gift shopping and 
decorating are full steam ahead. 
What type of Christmas are 
you celebrating? It’s not a trick 
question. In reality, there are 
three types. 

Christmas can be categorized 
into religious, commercial and 
friends. Some families focus on 
the birth of Jesus, while others 
put the emphasis on family, 
friends and being part of a bigger 
picture, their community. Last but 
not least, we have the gift givers 
who live to shop. Not everyone 
celebrates the birth of a baby in 
manger but social and a side of 
shopping are one delightful duo. 

As a lover of all things holistic, 
I am excited to highlight some 
ideas to help bring all things 
healthy to your unique holiday 
festivities. Of course, nourishing 
the mind, body and spirit is 
always top priority.

Start with making a list, check 
it twice. Sorry, that’s a tad cheeky. 
Ready, set, shop! Supporting 
local is the driving force behind 
every article. 

Exercise is essential. Pain and 
injury put a kybosh on being fit 
as a fiddle. W Physiotherapy & 
Sports Performance is new to Peel 
Street and rave reviews by local 
resident Deborah West. Once 
owners Matt and Claire Wardrop 
have you feeling fabulous, the 
next step is working out with the 
dream team. 

The Zen Den Light and Healing 
is one of my personal favourites. 

Just 30 minutes in the infrared 
sauna and the radiant heat 
holistic healing effects soothes 
achy joints and tired muscles, 
detoxifies and I can breathe better. 
The salt cabin is Himalayan 
heaven and the cedar experience 
is the perfect mock trip outdoors 
while decreasing inflammation 
indoors. If a touch of the winter 
blues has you feeling down, a 
quick lay down in the tanning 
bed and, ta-da, a glow and a side 
of vitamin D. Sole therapy is still 
on the menu and pedicures are 
perfection. 

The spa at the Puddicombe 
House is your first-class ticket 
to rest, relaxation and renewal. 
Pamper yourself and your loved 
ones head to toe this holiday 
season.

A gym membership to Anytime 
Fitness or Evoke will have you 
ringing in the new year with 
building healthy, body-boosting 
habits geared to longevity. 

Give the gift of fun at every 
age with bowling passes to New 
Hamburg Lanes or time at the 
Wilmot Community Centre. 
Swimming and ice-skating liven 
up any day. 

Food is phenomenal, and a gift 
certificate for pick-up prepped 
meals is magical. MeMe’s Café 
and Food Shop is stocked with an 
array of local love, perfect perked 
coffee and a slew of soups, 
scones, sandwiches and salads.

After the long wait, The Garden 
Stand is open, expanding into a 
new retail location and offering 
even more options. Their wide 

range of Christmas gift ideas, 
including curated baskets and 
bags, are always a huge holiday 
hit. Adam Brenner and his team 
continue to bring you their 
turkey dinners, traditional side 
dishes and comforting seasonal 
offerings. There is a new pastry 
chef and the already decadent 
dessert menu has grown. Stay 
tuned, foodies, 2026 promises to 
be exciting. 

On-the-go busy bee mornings 
are caffeine powered for the 
average joe, and nothing says 
love like a grab-and-go java and 
a beautifully crafted authentic 
and traditional baked good from 
A Portuguesa Bakery. 

A happy, festive home 
wakes up the senses. Riverside 
Flowers and Gift Studio offer 
gorgeous gift baskets stocked 
with candles and an array of 
beautiful bath products. Send a 
vase arrangement or hand-tied 
bouquet, bringing life and love to 
any space. 

Nothing says a one-of-a-kind 
present for the unique people in 
your life like building a basket. 
As a foodie and lover of easy meal 
prep, extra-large mason jars soup 
mixes with all the ingredients 
is easy and appreciated. 
Handwritten cooking instructions 
and a holiday ornament give jars 
a personalized touch. Stock their 
soon-to-be soup with lentils, 

beans, dried mini pasta, rice, 
barley, split peas and a slew of 
spices from dried bay leaves to 
onions and garlic. 

Chili is a cold-weather comfort. 
Build a chili starter jar. Fill the jar 
with black beans, chili powder, 
onions and garlic. Adding tomato 
sauce and a gift certificate to Nith 
Valley Butcher & Deli for the 
ground meat of choice builds a 
bountiful basket. 

Make this Christmas a 

“Craftmas.” For all the DIY 
lovers in your life, from tiny tot 
to teenager and beyond, both 
Dollar Haven & Discount as well 
as Dollarama have an astounding 
aisle of everything you need to 
paint, glue, stick and sew the day 
away. Think puzzles, stickers, 
colouring books and blocks, and 
even the baskets and wrap to 
package the prettiest present. 

Here’s wishing you a serene 
shopping season! Shop local; 
love always.

Loving Local: A New Hamburg happy holistic gift guide

By Mercedes Kay Gold

HEAPS OF 
HEALTHY 

TIPS 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

Claire and Matt Wardrop at W Physiotherapy & Sports Performance.

A traditional holiday turkey dinner 
with all the sides from The Garden 
Stand.

A holiday floral arrangement from Riverside Flowers and Gift Studio.

The Nov. 24 edition of the Waterloo Region 
Record has reported that the local New Hamburg 
business, Nachurs Alpine Solutions Inc,. is appeal-
ing Wilmot Council’s Oct. 6 approval of Cachet 
Development’s applications for an official plan 
amendment, a zone change and a draft subdivision 
plan.  

I expect Wilmot will be on the hook for legal 
costs to defend their decision. Wilmot could also 
be facing a significant expense if Nachurs seeks 

compensation if it is forced to make changes to 
their business or to relocate. That’s unfortunate 
when this situation could have been avoided by 
Wilmot council voting no to Cachet’s applications 
at the Oct. 6 council meeting.

Dorothy and Andy Wilson, 
New Hamburg 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
Cachet Development approval will cost 
taxpayers Explore the world with usExplore the world with us

JOIN OUR GROUP GETAWAYS 
Travel Together, Save More, Stress Less 

www.stonetowntravel.com
ST. MARYS: 150 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4   

519-284-2332 | agent@stonetowntravel.com | TICO#5002839

Explore the world with usExplore the world with us

NEW HAMBURG: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 
226-333-9939 | newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com | TICO #5002840
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In Canada, it’s pretty common 
to find a busy hockey arena at the 
centre of town. In many British 
and European cities, it’s more 
likely a football (i.e. soccer) stadi-
um. But in Vienne, a French town 
on the Rhone River, it’s a theatre, 
and the unusual thing is this the-
atre is about 2,000 years old.

The Vienne amphitheatre was 
just one of a number of amazing 
Roman finds we explored during 
our visit to Vienne. This was a 
fascinating stop on our Viking 
Rhone River cruise, which took 
us from Lyon to Arles in southern 
France.

Vienne is a quiet French town; 
its population, listed at about 
30,000, has been pretty much 
constant for the past 50 years.

But those 50 years are just a 
short paragraph in a long, long 
story that goes back to an era well 
before Christ. The community 
was a key Gallic capital until the 
apparently omnipotent Romans 
arrived around 47 B.C. during 
the reign of Julius Caesar. The 
Romans made Vienne a provin-
cial capital and built a great many 
impressive structures in the town. 
What is even more impressive is 
how many of them still stand, or 
have been restored, today.

We did a walking tour of Vi-
enne. As is often the case on 
Viking cruises, we were offered 
a choice of a “leisurely” tour, a 
regular tour, or an “active” tour. I 
have to admit that our active tour 
in Vienne was far and away the 
most active of any of the thus-
named tours during our cruise. 
That’s because our guide led us 
on foot up a one-kilometre trek – 
I swear it was at a 90-degree an-
gle – to an amazing vantage point 
overlooking the town and, most 
interestingly, the amphitheatre.

Okay, maybe it wasn’t 90-de-
gree tough, but it was worth the 
effort anyway.

The amphitheatre seated 13,000 
people and it is used today, for 
the extremely popular Vienne 
Jazz Festival, which attracts huge 
crowds of music-lovers each year. 
A famous player who performed 
here many times was Miles Da-
vis, and you can find as much 
Miles Davis memorabilia for sale 
in the shops as you do Roman im-
ages.

But reminders of the Romans 
abound. Early in our tour – be-
fore the tortuous trek to the top 
(did I mention that?) – we saw 
still-standing Roman walls, aq-
ueducts, drain systems and arch-
ways. The people of Vienne have 
created a beautiful, park-like gar-
den among ruins beside one of the 
most impressive remaining walls.

We then walked past the ground 
level of the theatre, which, from 
that perspective, could only be 
viewed through openings in a 
fence. Thus, the climb to the top 
of the town.

There, we enjoyed amazing 
views of the theatre, of the en-
tire town of Vienne, and of the 
Rhone. We also visited the Chap-
el of Notre Dame de Pipet – more 
of this later.

As we strolled back down the 
lengthy path, our guide assured 
us the best was yet to come. 
Having just seen the impressive 
Roman theatre, that seemed un-
likely. But it was true. Nonethe-
less, right in the heart of Vienne 
stands a restored Roman temple, 
an enormous structure featuring 
everything you might expect – 
mighty columns, lots of fancy ar-
chitectural details. It’s the Temple 
of Augustus and Livia, construct-
ed at the command of Roman Em-
peror Claudius, who ruled Rome 
in the middle of the first century 
AD. And it is breathtaking, espe-
cially as it sits right in the middle 
of a modern French town.

There are more surprises from 
the Roman era here, as well. I am 

familiar with European and Brit-
ish roads of today that follow the 
same route as roads built by the 
Romans. They say, if you find a 
straight motorway anywhere in 
Britain, for example, the route 
was laid out by the Romans. In Vi-
enne, in a lovely park close to the 
Rhone docks, they have excavat-
ed a portion of a genuine Roman 
road; you descend several steps to 
get to that level, but then you are 
free to walk in the exact footsteps 
of Roman women and men from 
the first century. Amazing!

Now, let’s make that climb back 
to the top of the town, to the height 
called the Mount Pipet because, 
in addition to the incredible view, 
this is the site of the Chapel of 
Notre Dame de Pipet, an elegant 
church dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, especially connected to the 
story of an appearance of Mary to 
two children. That event – known 
as “Our Lady of La Salette” – 
occurred in a community about 
170 kilometres south of Vienne. 
The Vienne chapel – which fea-
tures statues of Mary and the two 
children – is one of several in the 
region dedicated to this “Marian 
apparition.”

The Christian history of Vienne 
is almost as old as the Roman sto-
ry; and by the time Emperor Con-
stantine converted to Christianity 
in 312 AD and brought the whole 
Empire with him, Vienne was 
already a place of Christian wor-
ship. Its first bishop, it is claimed, 
was a disciple of Saint Paul. To-
day, there are churches in Vienne 
whose founding date back to the 
fifth century.

In short, seldom have I visited 
a destination that so immersed a 
visitor in its fascinating history.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and past president 
of the Travel Media Association 
of Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.

By Paul Knowles

OH, THE 
PLACES 

WE'LL GO

Walking in the footsteps of first-century Romans

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

A Roman archway and part of a drainage system.

Local residents practice Tai Chi 
among 2,000-year-old Roman ru-
ins.

A Roman road, available for visi-
tors to walk on today.

Newly landscaped gardens among ancient ruins.The Temple of Augustus and Livia sits in the heart of Vienne.

The Roman amphitheatre, as seen from Mount Pipet in Vienne.
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One of Tavistock’s premier em-
ployers for more than a century 
was the woolen mill at 199 Hope 
Street East. It provided steady 
work for numerous local people 
and woolen products for the na-
tion and beyond from 1868-1987.   

When a Mr. Preston first op-
erated his two-and-a-half storey 
frame mill one year after Con-
federation, the four employees 
produced horse and bed blankets, 
tweeds, coverlets and stocking 
yarn. The machines were pow-
ered by a 115-horsepower engine, 
which supplied electricity to the 
village for decades. 

In 1869, Preston sold the busi-
ness to John Steinman and John 
Gerhardt who built the first ad-
dition in 1870. Mr. Steinman 
bought Mr. Gerhardt’s interest 
in 1873 and operated the con-
cern until 1877 when he sold it to 
Messrs. Hetherington and Field 
for $1,000. They grew the busi-
ness and constructed additions. 
By 1883, Field bought out his 
partner and the mill employed 15 
hands 12 months of the year, turn-
ing 12,000 pounds (5,443 kilo-
grams) of wool into 40,000 yards 
(36,576 metres) of cloth. In 1903, 
J. G. Field’s woolen mill was pro-
ducing 12,000 pairs of socks per 
week. 

During World War I, they 
switched entirely to woolen 
socks. One very large order from 
the American Army for gloves 
and heavy socks was said to be 
worth over $100,000 (over $2 
million today). To fill this order, 
the plant ran 24 hours a day for six 

months. By 1934, they had almost 
100 knitting machines, produc-
ing almost 400,000 socks a year. 
Much of the wool that was used 
was shipped by container from 
New Zealand due to its superior 
quality. 

Field’s sold the business in 
1953 to Sam McDougall and his 
son, Ron, took over at a later time. 
They retained the well-established 
name as Field’s had a very solid 
reputation in the North American 
hosiery business. 

Memories of the woolen mill
Summer jobs at J. G. Fields for 

local youth, including me, were 
available at “the woolen mill.” In 
July and August of 1976, I worked 
there. My supervisor, Henry Hal-
lam, called me “the yarn fore-
man.” A big title for this skinny 
teenager. 

I was grateful for the work but 
the conditions were, um, character 
building. The various wool-mak-
ing and knitting machines large 
and small produced a lot of 
heat, plus the summer humidity 
and inhaling wool fibres in the 
non-air-conditioned factory were 
the standard working conditions 
of the time.  

Five days a week I collected 
handwritten orders in code on 
small papers from all the sock 
knitting machine workers, mostly 
women, on the ground floor. Then 
I’d go upstairs to where the spools 
of yarn made on site were stored. 
I’d fill a cart with the spools – each 
as big as a turnip but cone-shaped 
– checking the colour codes on 
their base. The codes were creat-

ed by the worker gently holding a 
wax crayon against the spinning 
spool creating a pale circle of co-
lour and perhaps a second or third 
colour as well. 

Two concentric red circles and 
a yellow one meant that this spool 
consisted of a specific wool blend. 
A yellow and green circle meant 
that it was a different blend. I’d 
then push my cart of about 60 
spools to a large chute where I’d 
drop them to the ground floor fill-
ing another cart there. I’d wheel it 
around to all the knitters deposit-
ing whatever yarns they ordered 
earlier, along with their original 
paper slips. 

The 1.5-kilometre bike ride 
home every day after my shift 
was a relief. I was paid minimum 
wage: $2.65 per hour (currently 
it’s $17.60) saving it for my col-
lege photo studies.  

J. G. Field’s woolen mill closed 
in 1987; the building and 3.5 acres 
of land was sold in 1989 to Han-
son Mohawk, a machine manufac-
turer. Later, it was mostly demol-
ished but partly preserved around 
which “The Renaissance” condo 
building was constructed. Today, 
it provides modern accommoda-
tions on two floors with virtually 
no visible vestiges of its industrial 
past.

Photos from the past
The Lemp Studio Collection of 

historic photos consists of about 
98 per-cent pictures taken by John 
“Jack” Lemp between 1905 and 
1950, but the large group pho-
to was not. British-born Ernest 
Denton of Kitchener (1883-1957) 
was hired to set up his special-
ized panoramic camera to take 
this ultra-wide scene. He was 
often hired by a wide variety of 
organizations in southern Ontar-
io – especially schools – to take 
these unique photos with his very 

unusual camera. 
There are two types of panoram-

ic cameras. One that was popular 
with amateurs was a small hand-
held device with a lens that rotated 
from one side to the other. These 
cameras captured such a wide 
scene that the photographers had 
to be careful to keep their fingers 
from appearing in the pictures on 
either side of the photo. 

The second was a profession-
al model on a tripod, where the 
entire large camera swung from 
one side to the other sweeping the 
scene and exposing celluloid film 
(an early plastic) on a curve in the 
back of the camera through a slit. 
Some models rotated 360 degrees 
capturing the entire location, but 
the photographer had to sit on the 
ground beside the camera, reach 
up to trip the shutter and then 
quickly withdraw his arm and 
crouch out of the sight of the lens 
or he would be in the picture too! 

Large groups of people were ar-
ranged in a curve so that the entire 
group was an equal distance from 
the camera, instead of the two 
ends of the group being farther 
away, which would have resulted 
in a disappointing bowed look to 
the finished picture. I do the same 
thing these days, taking photos of 
very large groups, curving them 
so everyone is the same distance 
from the camera and so is equally 
sharp. 

This is the type of camera that 
Mr. Denton used. After taking and 
developing the photo with liquid 
chemicals in his darkroom, he 
hand-lettered his name onto the 
negative with an opaque writing 
liquid akin to White Out correc-
tion fluid. Compared to today’s 
digital technology, this was a very 
laborious method but up to date 
for its time. 

Denton’s negatives were large, 

which produced finely detailed 
black and white photos that are 
treasured today because he was 
very often hired to capture im-
portant celebrations and historic 
moments. Luckily, he signed and 
dated them all.     

J.G. Field’s legacy today 
There’s a company in Toronto 

that’s benefiting from the long 
history and good reputation of J. 
G. Field’s called “J. B. Field’s”. 
The Great Canadian Sox Com-
pany produces hosiery of many 
types and its website includes a 
very dubious history connecting 
its J. B. Field’s brand to the Tav-
istock plant with text and photos 
including Mr. Denton’s panoram-
ic picture, claiming its origins are 
with the village mill.  

This tells me that J. G. Field’s 
socks and its long local history 
are of high regard and worth im-
itating, albeit it’s spinning a very 
long yarn. 

Last week’s history mystery:  
The question was “What clue in 
this article (celebrating the end of 
WWI) is a strong hint as to what 
day of the week it was when the 
photo was taken?” The correct an-
swer was forwarded first by Mari-
lyn Pearson of Tavistock, which is 
that it was most likely a Monday 
because it’s the traditional wash 
day and you can see laundry on 
the line on the left of the picture.           

This week’s history mystery: 
What’s the relationship between 
wax and wicks and the phone 
that Mr. Field is touching with 
his right hand in his office? This 
question is open to all ages. The 
first reader to send me the correct 
answer will have their name, the 
name of their community or ru-
ral route number published in the 
next Vintage Views. 

By Tim Mosher
Tavistock and District Historical Society

VINTAGE VIEWS

J. G. Field’s Woolen Mill - spinning a yarn!

The entire staff of eight men and 48 women from J. G. Field’s posed for this panoramic photo. No doubt there 
wasn’t a lot of traffic on Hope Street East that day, June 14, 1934.

(ERNEST DENTON, SCAN #5008)   

ohn Gerhardt Field and his son, Jim Vipond, in the factory office in June, 
1933 (as the calendar on the map attests). They were agents for the Ca-
nadian Pacific Railroad, which is no doubt why they have the map of 
Canada on the wall above a row of socks. Field’s hosiery was shipped by 
train across Canada.

(JOHN LEMP, SCAN #6104)   SEND US YOUR STORY IDEAS AND YOUR 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR TO GALEN SIMMONS 

AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29
Christmas Bazaar
9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Something for everyone!  We are an accessible 
facility. Free admission.  Proceeds to support 
local community needs. For more information 
contact Chris at cybaechler@hotmail.com
St James Lutheran Church, 
66 Mill St. Baden
Experience Fanshawe at Open House
All locations are open from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.
Meet faculty and current students from all 
areas of Fanshawe. Drop-in and ask about 
your program interests, career options and be-
coming a Fanshawe student. Hear from college 
experts on student life, admissions, financial 
aid, and more!
Explore our campuses at London, Woodstock, 
Simcoe, St. Thomas, Clinton and Tiverton
Tavistock Men’s Club Santa Claus Parade
1 p.m.
Meet Santa at Post Office for milk, cheese and 
candy. Theme- Decorating for the holidays
Float Registry – Family, Organizations, 
Commercial. Judged at 12:30 p.m.
Email: info@tavistockmensclub.ca or call 
519-655-3573 or online: tavistockmensclub.
ca for entry and details. Monetary donations 
collected for TAP along route.
Downtown Tavistock

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2
Perth East council meeting
7 p.m.
Council chambers
25 Mill Street East, Milverton
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6
Cedarview’s Christmas Bazaar
1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Enjoy unique artisan and handmade goods, 
festive crafts and décor, seasonal snacks, and 
live holiday music. Plus - don’t miss a special 
visit from Santa Claus for kids and kids-
at-heart! Admission is free! Please bring a 
non-perishable item or donate to support our 
local food bank. For more information call 
226-640-4251
Cedarview Senior Living
511 Finkle Street, Woodstock
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9
Wellesley Council meeting
6:45 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill
MONDAY, DECEMBER 22
Wilmot Council meeting
7-11 p.m.
Council chambers
60 Snyder’s Road W., Baden

MORNING & EVENING BIBLE READING
Read the Bible in a Year in Community
Morning meeting 6:00am daily
Evening meeting 6:00pm daily
Contact Arthur Rosh if interested.
Phone number: 226-899-1551
Email address: arthur.rosh@gmail.com
Location to be determined in New Hamburg, 
Tavistock, Baden, Wellesley, New Dundee, St. 
Agatha, Shakespeare, Petersburg, Hickson, 
Punkeydoodle’s Corner and area
EVERY WEDNESDAY
TOPS - Taking off Pounds Sensibly 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.   
TOPS is a non-judgmental weight loss 
support group.  Need help on your weight loss 
journey.   For info call Cathie 519-662-9273.
St James Church, Baden
Wednesday Night Euchre at the New 
Hamburg Legion
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
65 Boulee St., New Hamburg
STAMP CLUB
Oxford Philatelic Society
Meetings: 2nd Tuesday (2-4pm) and 4th 
Tuesday (7 to 9pm)
September to May
If you have never belonged to a stamp club, 
now’s the time. Meet new friends, grow your 
knowledge and collection. 
Contact: Don Eaton dhfe@silomail.com
Website: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford
Church of the Epiphany
560 Dundas Street, Woodstock Ontario N4S 1C7

FREE SENIORS ACTIVITIES
Tavistock Seniors Activities @ Tavistock 
Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St. Tavistock ON, 
except Shuffleboard
Pickleball Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
afternoon, 12-4. Contact: Don Junker 
519-535-7052
Cards Monday , Wednesday  afternoon 1-4, 
euchre, crib (bring board), etc. Just drop in to 
play, good to bring  someone . Contact: Bob 
Routly 519-301-2118
Inside walking Monday & Wednesday 
morning 8.30-12. Contact: Larry Brown  
519-240-6715
Crokinole  Monday , Wednesday morning 
8.30-12, Just drop in to play, good to bring  
someone. Contact: John Schultz 519-655-2346
Shuffleboard @ arena, Wednesday 12:30-4 
and Thursday 10-4. Contact: Don Junker 
519-535-7052.
VON Smart Seniors Exercise, Tuesday and 
Thursday morning 9 - 10; Village Manor 10:25 
- 11:25. Contact: 519-539-1231 x 6285

Ser v ing
Ont ar io

Ag r ic ul t ur e
s inc e 1966! 

Famil y o w ned  
& 

Oper at ed519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 

�����������������

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2025

Shakespeare Mills Inc. continued 
its ongoing modernization this week 
as crane operators from Signature 
Crane Service and crews from 
Dynamic Millwrights Inc. spent 
Monday upgrading worn feed-mill 
piping at the downtown facility.

Co-owner and manager Jeff 
Sparling said maintaining reliable 
equipment is crucial for a business 
that serves hundreds of livestock 
farmers across the region. With feed 
trucks on the road six days a week, 

he said any component that shows its 
age is replaced as quickly as possible.

“We have farmers with pigs, cows, 
sheep and goats, and their animals 
never stop eating,” Sparling said. 
“Service is SMI’s number one pri-
ority – always has been and always 
will be.”

The latest upgrades include new 
piping and bin connections designed 
to keep the mill running smoothly 
and safely. With cranes lifting mate-
rials high overhead and millwrights 
working at significant heights, the 
job required precision and experi-
enced hands.

Shakespeare Mills Inc. 
upgrades equipment to 
keep feed moving

While installing new piping and connecting it to updated bins at Shakespeare Mills Inc., crews from 
Dynamic Millwrights Inc. and Signature Crane Service worked at heights where only seasoned mill-
wrights are trained to operate safely.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CONTACT  HEATHER DUNBAR AT 226.261.1837 OR HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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TO BOOK YOUR SPACE, EMAIL THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

SERVICE DIRECTORY —
AUTOMOTIVE

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

ASSISTANCE

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1 2024-10-22   4:32 PM2024-10-22   4:32 PM

AUTOMOTIVE
E&L

CSN - E&L
374 Hamilton Road, 
Unit 4, New Hamburg, 
ON, N3A 2K2

Ryan Pacey
Manager

T: 519-662-1892
E: newhamburg@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)
Website: csncollision.ca/el

BARN REPAIR

CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

CLASSIFIED ADS

WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, 
Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. 
Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and 
Stereo Equipment. For more information: DIAMOND 
DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, 
Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether 
Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches 
and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive 
etc. Any old oil  cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc 
Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out 
stuff please contact me - 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE
Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears, 
peaches, plums, sweet and sour cherries, apricots, 
nectarines, blueberries, haskapp grapes, raspberries, 
elderberries etc.  Lots of spruce, pine, cedars for wind-
break and privacy hedges.  Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers 
ready to go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon-
Sat 7:00am to 6:00pm
Martin’s Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON 
N0G 2X0 (1 Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line)

FOR SALE
Health equipment for sale. Hospital bed $2450, 
Wheelchair $240, Walker $200, Toilet Chair $25, 
Bathtub board $20. All purchased new in September 
2024, Call Shaun 519-716-1583

FOR SALE
FRESH CUT CHRISTMAS TREES
Beautiful Ontario Balsam trees
available at 75 William St., North, Tavistock.
Fundraising project of Tavistock Grace United Church, 
Middle Aged Pews.
Thank you for your support.

2 7 5 6 8 1 9 3 4

4 1 3 9 5 7 8 6 2

9 6 8 3 4 2 5 1 7

5 3 6 2 1 8 7 4 9

1 4 2 7 9 5 6 8 3

7 8 9 4 3 6 1 2 5

3 2 7 8 6 9 4 5 1

6 5 4 1 7 3 2 9 8

8 9 1 5 2 4 3 7 6

SUDOKU SOLUTIONWeekly Quiz Answers
1.	 1600 

Pennsylvania 
Avenue

2.	 Great Dane
3.	 Gerrymandering
4.	 Fuselage
5.	 Algeria

6.	 Deoxyribonucleic 
acid

7.	 Justin Trudeau
8.	 Berkshire 

Hathaway
9.	 Bingo
10.	True

TO PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD IN 

THE WILMOT-TAVISTOCK 
GAZETTE CONTACT: 

thewtgazette@gmail.com

ONLINE
READ US

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE/

226.261.1837heather@granthaven.com

Is your business organizing future 
workshops, seminars, or 
community events? Let me show 
you how to reach your audience to 
boost registration and attendance.

Woodstock Ingersoll EchoSt. Marys Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Goderich SunSTRATFORDTIMESThe Paris Independent

FOR STORY IDEAS CONTACT EDITOR GALEN SIMMONS 
AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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EXCAVATING

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

MASSAGE

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
• Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

PLUMBING
McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

LEGAL

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

INVESTMENTS

LANDSCAPING

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

STORAGE
STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE

Call for Pricing!
MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

SALES REP

COMPUTERS

FOCUSFOCUS COMPUTERS COMPUTERS 

73 PEEL ST,
NEW HAMBURG
519-662-6720

NOW SELLING 

AUDIO INTERFACES

AND OTHER MUSICAL

ACCESSORIES!!
VIRUS REMOVAL
ON SITE AND IN-STORE SERVICE
NEW AND USED COMPUTERS

To book your space 
call Heather Dunbar 

at 226.261.1837 or 
heather@granthaven.com

To advertise, contact 
Heather Dunbar at 226.261.1837 or 

heather@granthaven.com

To book your space 
call Heather Dunbar 

at 226.261.1837 or 
heather@granthaven.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

HEALTH SERVICES

CHIROPRACTIC
LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

CONTRACTORS

Residential � Commercial
Agricultural � jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

REAL ESTATERESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

CONSTRUCTION

WINDOW CLEANING
Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 

Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

ELECTRICAL

Bradin Mogk

ECRA/ESA License #7016946

RESIDENTIAL        COMMERCIAL        AGRICULTURAL
(519) 535-4767  /  mogkelectric@gmail.com

DENTAL

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

SERVCIES (all ages welcome): dental 
cleaning & polishing (stain removal), 

teeth whitening, custom sport 
mouthguards, oral cancer screening, 

denture cleanings & more!
ONLINE BOOKING @ www.wilmotsmiles.ca
519-580-7425   lisa@wilmotsmiles.ca

NEW HAMBURG, ONTARIO

DENTAL

COUNSELLING

SALES  REPRESENTAT IVE

640 Riverbend Dr. 
Kitchener ON, N2K 3S2

kate@paulandkatekw.com
226-789-3846

KATE GINGERICH

THINKING OF
MAKING A

MOVE?

REAL ESTATE

Invest for 
Income

Jack Tchabushnig
Associate Investment Advisor

519.883.6066  •  Twealth@raymondjames.ca 
Twealthgroup.comr

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT TEAM
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500


