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Perth County council has declined to for-
mally reprimand Coun. Rhonda Ehgoetz or 
suspend her pay after the county’s integrity 
commissioner found she breached multiple 
provisions of council’s code of conduct stem-
ming from a contentious forestry-bylaw de-
bate earlier this year.

Instead, following a presentation by integ-
rity commissioner John Mascarin and lead 

investigator Meghan Cowan of Aird & Berlis 
LLP at its July 2 meeting, council voted only 
to require Ehgoetz to remove the Facebook 
posts that formed part of the investigation. 
Council voted against recommendations to 
formally reprimand Ehgoetz and suspend her 
remuneration for 20 days.

The investigation arose from three formal 
code-of-conduct complaints related to Ehgo-
etz’s actions before and after a special coun-
ty council meeting on Feb. 12, when council 

A powerful storm that swept across southwest-
ern Ontario on Canada Day left behind downed 
trees, power outages and scattered property dam-
age in St. Marys and across the region, though 
the community’s Canada Day celebrations es-
caped unscathed.

The severe thunderstorms rolled through the 
region late in the afternoon on July 1, bringing 
high winds, torrential rain and frequent light-
ning. Across Ontario, Hydro One reported rough-
ly 170,000 customers without power Wednesday 
evening as the storm toppled trees and hydro 
lines throughout much of the province.

In St. Marys, the storm arrived after the town’s 
Canada Day festivities had wrapped up.

“(Director of culture, tourism and engagement) 
Amy (Cubberley) has informed me zero impact,” 
St. Marys director of public works Jed Kelly 
said. “The event ended at 3 p.m. Cleanup was 
done around 4 p.m., storm hit at 4:45 p.m.”

The storm brought down between six and eight 
large trees across the community, along with nu-
merous large branches.

“Looks to be about six to eight trees with var-
ious limbs additionally throughout town,” Kelly 
said. “Some trees came down on power lines, 
creating various outages throughout town. Town 
staff were in yesterday and in contact with Fes-
tival Hydro who responded extremely promptly. 
Traffic lights were affected for a period because 
of the power outages.”

Town staff quickly shifted their focus from 
Canada Day cleanup to storm response.

“We had the parks staff sweep town parks and 
trails for smaller branches; larger cleanups have 
been queued,” Kelly said. “Public works staff 
focused on the large, downed tree cleanups near 
road allowances, sidewalks and near our triath-
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Canada Day storm downs trees, causes power outages 
across St. Marys and beyond

CEMETERY TREE DAMAGED BY STORM
A large century tree in the St. Marys Cemetery was severely damaged by the Canada Day storm. St. 
Marys town staff say the town had an arborist in last week to assess whether the tree would need to 
be taken down entirely or if it could be saved. See more on page 8.
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debated the future of the county’s forest-
ry bylaw. Those complaints focused on 
an email Ehgoetz sent to all members of 
council before the meeting outlining the 
motion she intended to introduce, as well 
as subsequent Facebook posts and com-
ments she made to Grant Haven Media 
that were published in the St. Marys Inde-
pendent, among other papers, criticizing 
Warden Dean Trentowsky and alleging 
the meeting recording had been “doc-
tored.”

“To be absolutely clear, the recom-
mendations are actually the only mat-
ters before council for consideration this 
morning,” Cowan said. “Council is the 
decision-making body and is entrusted 
with enforcing its cord of conduct. As 
noted, we have investigated the complaint 
and have produced a report that details its 
findings and conclusions. We saw fit to 
make recommendations in this case.”

In their report, Mascarin and Cowan 
concluded, on a balance of probabilities, 
that Ehgoetz contravened multiple sec-
tions of the county’s code of conduct, in-
cluding provisions requiring councillors 
to act in good faith, respect council’s deci-
sion-making process, refrain from making 
derogatory comments and exercise sound 
judgment when communicating publicly. 
The investigators found no breach of the 
code’s workplace harassment provision.

The report found Ehgoetz’s Feb. 11 
email, sent to all members of council 

ahead of the special meeting, amounted 
to “a deliberate attempt ... to get ‘in front’ 
of the debate” by advancing council busi-
ness outside of a public meeting.

“As an experienced member of coun-
cil, and indeed as the former warden of 
the county, the councillor ought to have 
been very well aware of the procedures 
expected of members of council,” the re-
port states.

Investigators also rejected Ehgoetz’s 
assertion that Warden Dean Trentowsky 
bullied her during the Feb. 12 meeting af-
ter he warned council about the potential 
implications of her email.

“We do not agree at all with this view,” 
the report states. “In our opinion, the war-
den was making council aware of an is-
sue that he believed was a concern and, 
as chair of the meeting, he was entitled 
to do so.”

The report further concluded Trentows-
ky “remained calm but firm and did not 
disrespect the councillor,” adding Ehgo-
etz “overreacted in labelling the warden 
a ‘bully.’ “

Investigators also found Ehgoetz’s 
public allegations that county staff had 
“doctored” the council meeting recording 
were unsupported and should never have 
been made without first seeking clarifica-
tion from staff.

“If the councillor had concerns about 
the recording and posting methods of 
council meetings, she could have made 
appropriate inquiries with staff,” the re-

port states. “She did not and instead re-
peated her unfounded assertions without 
taking steps to attempt to educate herself 
about the process.”

In recommending sanctions, the integ-
rity commissioner noted Ehgoetz’s long 
experience in municipal government, in-
cluding her previous service as county 
warden, her refusal to apologize and the 
fact the Facebook posts remained publicly 
accessible months after they were made.

The report recommended council for-
mally reprimand Ehgoetz, suspend her 
remuneration for 20 days – 10 days for 
sending the email and 10 days for her 
public comments – and request she imme-
diately remove the Facebook posts.

“The only thing I have to say is I do not 
agree with the recommendations, and I 
have nothing more to say,” said Ehgoetz 
at the July 2 meeting.

Earlier in the meeting, the councillor 
and Perth East mayor declared a conflict 
of interest with the agenda item and did 
not vote on the matter but was given a 
chance to comment on the integrity com-
missioner’s recommendations. The war-
den, meanwhile, stood down as chair of 
the meeting, handing proceedings over to 
past Warden Doug Kellum, while the in-
tegrity commissioner’s report was being 
discussed.

In response to the report, Ehgoetz pro-
vided written submissions to the integri-
ty commissioner defending her actions, 
maintaining throughout the investigation 
that her email was intended only to point 

out what she believed was a procedural 
discrepancy regarding the forestry bylaw 
and not to influence council’s decision. 
She also reiterated concerns about how 
the Feb. 12 meeting was handled and ar-
gued the integrity commissioner should 
also have examined the conduct of the 
warden and county staff, though the re-
port notes those matters were outside the 
commissioner’s jurisdiction because no 
complaints had been filed against them.

Following discussion, council rejected 
the recommended reprimand and pay sus-
pension, opting only to direct Ehgoetz to 
remove the Facebook posts identified in 
the report.

“Unfortunately, we’re in a position that 
does not put the county in very good light, 
I believe,” Coun. Bob Wilhelm said. “I 
think that probably Coun. Ehgoetz has 
been through enough and I don’t agree 
with any of these recommended penalties.

“ … I think Rhonda’s been through 
enough.”

Council’s decision brings the integrity 
commissioner’s investigation to a close, 
though the findings remain part of the 
public record.

Ehgoetz announced on her personal 
Facebook page earlier this year that she 
would not run for re-election as Perth East 
mayor in the Oct. 26 municipal election, 
making this term her last as a member of 
Perth County council unless she seeks 
re-election again in the future and is once 
again appointed by Perth East council to 
serve on county council.
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 Quote of the Week

“There will always be forces that want to divide us. They forget 
this country’s founding insight: that unity is not uniformity, 
that our differences are strengths to nurture rather than risks 
to manage, and that our values serve as an unshakeable 
foundation. When we show kindness, kindness grows. When we 
seek unity, unity grows. When we are Canadian, Canada grows. 
Happy Canada Day.” 
- Prime MInister Mark Carney celebrating our country 
on Canada Day
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Bravo Boo
We have 4 Bravos this week
1) Bravo to the St. Marys Horticultural Society 
for the time, energy and care they dedicate 
to maintaining the beautiful gardens around 
the Hospital Gazebo. It’s such a peaceful 
place where patients, families, staff and 
volunteers can rest and relax.
2) Bravo to the Independent Grocery Store 
owner and staff for offering iced bottles 
of water (for free) to customers on Friday, 
July 3 during the hot weather. It was much 
appreciated. Hey, only in St. Marys, right!
3) Bravo to the neighbours and passersby 
that helped my brother back to his feet on 
Sunday after he had fallen. I am so grateful 
to live in a community where people care 
and don’t hesitate to help.
4) Bravo to the Hitching Post. Your sign out 
front always brings a smile to my face. Your 
positive humour is wonderful!

We have no Boos this week

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to be considered. Bravos and Boos are submitted by community 
members and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

EDITORIAL

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

“Overheard at The Coffee Shop”, call 519.284.0041 or drop by the office to let us know!
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Overheard
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Apparently, I’m a 
soccer (football) 

fan now.

Trump’s meddling 
with FIFA made 

Belgium’s win over 
USA so satisfying.
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Thoughts
OF THE WEEK

The most wasted 
days are  the ones 
without laughter.
There is a crack in 
everything, that is 

how the light gets in.
Tears fall for a 

reason, they are your 
strength, not your 

weakness.
If you see someone 
without a smile, give 
them one of yours.

Make those summer memories around the campfire

When I was sitting on my front porch 
this weekend, I watched as many camp-
ing trailers drove by and I couldn’t help 
but wonder where they are heading or 
where are they coming from. 

It made me feel happy for the memo-
ries that are being made and I couldn’t 
help but feel a bit nostalgic for our old 
camping days. I still remember the plan-

ning and packing to get prepped and 
ready. Camping is not for everyone, but 
if it is your thing, you know what I mean 
when I talk about the frustration of back-
ing a trailer into a small space, trying to 
figure out where you can buy firewood 
and making sure you have everything 
tied down in case of some bad weather. 

What stands out the most is watching 
kids learn how to ride their bikes, swim-
ming, cooking meals over an open fire, 
sharing your favourite things and stories 

around the fire and, of course, s’mores. 
One thing our crew planned were theme 

days. We planned meals and games 
around themes like pirates, Christmas 
in July, the Greek Olympics and even a 
tribal theme. The kids all still have fond 
memories of these trips and still talk 
about it. Let’s hope they will carry on 
these traditions with their families. 

Yes, there are mosquitos, racoons in 
your garbage when you forget to put it 
away, countless times telling the kids to 

walk around the chairs instead of right by 
the fire, getting home with a tired fami-
ly and having to put things away while 
airing everything out, however, the pros 
well outnumber the cons. 

The memories made during these times 
are like nothing you will ever get to do 
again and the value of all the hard work 
to put this together is priceless. En-
joy your summer and make those great 
memories.

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER
w w w . g r a n t h a v e n . c o m
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SHOWER PROGRAM

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private, secure

and accessible for individuals of all
abilities.

Pyramid Recreation Centre 

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

TOWN HALL STAIR RECONSTRUCTION
Town Hall’s outdoor staircases are currently
undergoing construction. Access to the Town
Hall service desk and public washroom will be
closed for approximately six weeks. Services
usually offered at Town Hall will be provided
online, by phone or at other municipal facilities.

Learn more: discoverstmarys.ca

QUARRY OPEN FOR SEASON
Cool off this summer at Canada’s largest
outdoor freshwater swimming pool. The
Quarry is open daily from 11 AM to 7 PM.
Splash, climb and slide at the Super Splash St.
Marys inflatable park (tickets sold separately). 

ELECTION NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN
Nomination packages are available for pickup by

appointment only during the construction of the Church
St. stairs at Town Hall. Please call 519-284-2340 ext. 212

or email clerksoffice@town.stmarys.on.ca. 
Municipal nomination forms must be filed in person (by

appointment) at St. Marys Town Hall by Friday, August 21
at 2 PM. Nomination forms for school board candidates

shall be filed with the respective municipalities. 

STONETOWN HERITAGE FESTIVAL
There's fun for everyone at the annual Stonetown

Heritage Festival on Saturday, July 25! This free
event celebrates the cultures, stories and histories

that shape the past and present of St. Marys. The
festival features family-friendly activities, heritage

tours, art, vendor's and farmers' market, and live
music and dance.

More details: townofstmarys.com/elections

Learn more: townofstmarys.com/quarry

Prairie drama Ruby in the 
Dust to be performed at 
Snapping Turtle

A new play about workers’ rights by 
Laughing Cactus Productions will have 
its one-night-only run at local coffee shop 
Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters. 

Laughing Cactus Productions will pres-
ent Robin Taylor Wright’s Ruby in the 
Dust at the Snapping Turtle on Aug. 7 
starting at 6: 30 p.m. Ruby in the Dust is 
about Polish-Canadian coal miner Eddie 
Zabrowski and his daughter, Ruby, find-
ing refuge in the home of childless farm-
ers Abner and Jo Ballantyne. Jo’s brother, 
Walter, tries to start a revolution, but Ed-
die isn’t interested in marching nor does 
he want the family to develop a closer re-
lationship with Ruby.

“It has a little bit of humour, it has 
some heart, it pertains to subject matter 
that I think affects us all,” said Wright, 
playwright. “It is set in the 1930s during 
the depression but there’s this universal-
ity about how we’re all overworked and 
underpaid, so I think that speaks to what 
we’re all going through now.”

The prairie drama is inspired by the 
1931 Estevan Riot, where three Ukrainian 
workers were killed by the RCMP.

The production will be similar to a ra-
dio drama where actors, including those 
familiar to St. Marys like Chet Baker, 
Derek Roberts and Rosemary Radcliffe, 
will perform the story and there will be 
sound design like voiceovers and old-
time radio sound effects.

“It can be a real auditory experience 
because there’s no time for rehearsal or 
memorization, so we’re just going to lift 
something off the page and tell a story 
that’s hopefully entertaining for people,” 
Wright said. 

He also encourages St. Marys residents 
to check out a new and authentic piece.

“In an age where I’m seeing a lot of 
generative AI happening, I’d really like 
to strive to bring something that is hu-

man-made and something a little more or-
ganic and prone to change because plays 
are alive, breathing organs, so you’re go-
ing to see something where it’s at right 
now, problems and all, you get to see the 
process of a new show and everything,” 
Wright said.

The Ruby in the Dust production will 
be the first time Laughing Cactus produc-
tions will be in the Town of St. Marys. 
Wright, who uses he/they pronouns, had 
part of their upbringing in Stratford but 
remembers St. Marys from the late ‘90s 
and early 2000s, and acknowledge the 
town has changed since. Baker recom-
mended the Snapping Turtle as a venue to 
Wright, who found it’s the ideal venue for 
appreciating the play compared to a bar 
that focuses on alcohol sales more than 
the performance.

“They seem to be more open to the ar-
tistic and collaborative aspect and some-
thing for everybody,” they said.

Ruby in the Dust will be first-come-
first-served with limited seating. There 
are no tickets but it is a pay-what-you-can 
event. 

“Even if you have a couple of nickels, 
just come see a show,” Wright said.

EMILY STEWART

Independent Reporter
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WEEKEND QUIZ
By Jake Grant

1. What year did Doug Ford become premier of 
Ontario?
2. Who plays Rick Grimes in The Walking Dead?
3. What element makes up the majority of 
Earth’s atmosphere?
4. Which animal was the most sought after 
during the fur trade era?
5. Who says, “Th-th-th-that’s all folks!”?
6. What is botany the study of?
7. What prominent facial feature is Hello Kitty 
missing?
8. Where is the lowest elevation point in 
California?
9. Michael Stipe was the lead singer of which 
band?
10. What is the roman numeral for 10?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, contact us at 519.284.0041 or 

info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our Senior of the Week is Laura Prekup. 
Laura has lived in St. Marys for 54 years 

and enjoys family, being an excellent 
homemaker, cutting her grass, following 

the Blue Jays games, a little bit of 
shopping and her visits to Joe’s Diner. 

Laura doesn’t seem to age but just 
celebrated her 90th birthday. 

Keep smiling, Laura!

SISTERS OF ‘78 
AUG

9

Artwork by Beth Kates

ON STAGE 
NOW UNTIL 

SHOWTIMES
1pm and 7pm

WRITTEN BY KRISTEN DA SILVA

“Fantastic From Start to Finish”
– Galen Simmons, Northern Arts Perspective

“Great Acting”
– Denny Scott, Midwestern Newspapers

“The Best Actors I’ve  
Had the Pleasure to Watch  

in a Long Time” 
– Debbie McClure, Entertain This Thought 

1.877.862.5984
blythfestival.com

Perth Road 139 culvert replacement 
to close road near St. Marys for up 
to three weeks

Drivers travelling southeast of St. Marys can expect a 
temporary road closure later this summer as Perth Coun-
ty replaces a deteriorating culvert on Perth Road 139.

At its July 2 meeting, Perth County council awarded 
the construction contract for the culvert replacement 
project to Wellington Construction Contractors Inc. af-
ter the company submitted the lowest compliant bid of 
$322,000, excluding HST. The work is part of the coun-
ty’s 2026 capital program for repairing and replacing 
small culverts.

“This asset is prioritized for remediation under this 
contract to repair an existing road crossing, which is 
comprised of concrete and stone box culvert structure 
with corrugated steel-pipe extensions on each of its 
ends,” director of public works Bill Wilson told council. 

The project will see crews repair and replace portions 
of an aging culvert located on Perth Road 139, in the 
Township of Perth South just southwest of Line 2 near 
Prospect Hill. The work will replace the damaged culvert 
sections, repair the existing concrete and stone structure, 
restore proper water flow and protect the roadway from 
future erosion and undermining.

“Engineering field reviews indicated that the CSP cul-
vert ends are badly deflected, the east end of the cul-

vert structure has effectively failed and remediation of 
the asset is critical in order to replace the compromised 
components and stabilize the barrel of the structure.”

To complete the work safely and efficiently, Perth 
Road 139 will be fully closed at the construction site for 
a maximum of 21 days.

County staff considered maintaining one lane of traffic 
during construction, but determined a full closure would 
reduce project costs, improve worker safety and shorten 
the overall construction schedule.

The closure will take place sometime between July 15 
and Oct. 30, though an exact construction start date has 
not yet been announced. Environmental regulations gov-
erning work within the watercourse prevent construction 
from beginning before July 15, while the contract re-
quires the project to be completed by Oct. 30.

During the closure, motorists will be directed around 
the work zone using a signed detour along Perth Line 4, 
Perth Road 151 and Whalen Line.

The county says it will provide advance notice of the 
closure through project signage, electronic message 
boards, its website and social-media channels as con-
struction approaches. Residents can also expect updates 
throughout the project as work progresses.

The culvert replacement is expected to be completed 
within the approved $600,000 project budget for small 
culverts in the county’s 2026 capital budget.

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor
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On Saturday, July 4, the East Nissouri 
Union Church held its first fundraising 
car wash.

The event was held at the Cooper Farm 
on Perth Line 119 north of Uniondale. 
Along with the car wash, there were also 
hot dogs for sale, a bake sale and a pie 
auction. The fundraiser ran from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and, luckily, the rain held out for 

the hardworking volunteers.
“Thank you to all those who came out 

to help wash cars, serve hot dogs and sell 
baking,” organizer Wayne Cooper said. 
“Also, thanks to those that donated bak-
ing, to Tremblett’s Independent for do-
nating the buns, and a special thank-you 
to all of those who came out to support 
us.” 

The church was able to raise $3,000 
from Saturday’s car wash  

East Nissouri Union 
Church hosts fundraising 
car wash

George Quinn and Leanne Turner share a smile at the welcome table. (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter

Stratford police catch two 
dangerous drivers in 
Perth South

Stratford police are reminding driv-
ers to follow the rules of the road after 
nabbing two dangerous drivers in Perth 
South recently.

On Tuesday, June 30, shortly after 8 
p.m. during a patrol of Perth Line 20 in 
the Township of Perth South, a uniformed 
officer from the Stratford Police Service 
(SPS) stopped a black Mazda 3 that had 
been observed travelling 141 km/hr in the 
posted 80 km/hr zone.

As a result of this traffic stop, the 
20-year-old female driver from Fergus 
was charged with stunt driving under the 
Highway Traffic Act. The driver’s licence 
was subsequently suspended for 30-days, 
and the vehicle was impounded for 14 
days.

On Wednesday, July 1, shortly after 4 
a.m., the same officer observed a blue 

Ford F150 pickup truck entering the 
roundabout on Perth Road 119 at Perth 
Line 20 in the Township of Perth South in 
what police describe as “an uncontrolled 
manner.” The vehicle was then observed 
travelling at 135 km/hr in the posted 80 
km/hr zone on Perth Road 119.

The officer stopped the vehicle and po-
lice allege the driver was observed to be 
under the influence of alcohol. The driver, 
a 34-year-old male resident of St. Marys, 
was arrested for impaired driving and 
transported to Stratford Police Headquar-
ters. Breath tests were provided, which 
police say confirmed the driver was im-
paired by alcohol.

The driver of this incident was charged 
with operation while impaired, operation 
while impaired – blood alcohol concen-
tration – and stunt driving. The vehicle 
was impounded for 14 days and the driv-
er received a 90-day suspension of his li-
cence. A court date was set for Aug. 17.

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT

Staff Contribution
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Canada Day storm downs trees, causes power outages 
across St. Marys and beyond

A 436-by-48-foot shed built by Pete Neal at his property on Line 14 in St. Marys to generate hydro through solar panels installed on the roof was completely destroyed by a powerful wind 
gust during a storm that hit St. Marys and the surrounding area late in the afternoon on Canada Day.

(PHOTOS COURTESY OF PETE NEAL)

lon route this weekend. Cleanups will 
likely continue into next week.”

While no injuries were reported in St. 
Marys, Kelly said there was some dam-
age to vehicles caused by falling trees and 
branches.

The storm also inflicted significant 
damage to at least one mature tree at St. 
Marys Cemetery.

“Another larger – likely a century tree 
– took some significant damage at the 
cemetery. We have our arborist coming in 
for review of damages; not sure if the rest 
will have to come down,” Kelly said.

Across southwestern Ontario, high 
winds downed trees and power lines in 
Perth, Oxford, Middlesex and Huron 
counties, leaving thousands of customers 
without electricity into Thursday. Hydro 

One crews continued working to restore 
power throughout the region, with offi-
cials urging residents to stay at least 10 
metres away from any downed power 
lines.

Despite the storm’s strength, Kelly 
credited the town’s ongoing tree-mainte-
nance program with reducing the amount 
of damage in St. Marys.

“I think for the most part, our quad-

rant-pruning tree-maintenance and in-
spection program is paying dividends,” 
he said. “We can see it when we have 
storm events like this with minimal clean-
up required.

“I do feel fortunate that we have the 
internal resources and equipment to re-
spond effectively. Additionally, I’d like to 
thank my staff who are working through 
the cleanups in this heat.”

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Wayne and Sherri Barber, who live on Glass Street East, lost one complete 
tree and half of two trees that will eventually be coming down, and one big 
branch on a fourth tree during the storm that hit St. Marys on Canada Day. 
It was a busy day of clean up but thanks to help from family and friends, it 
made a big job easier.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

A storm that hit much of southwestern Ontario late in the afternoon on Canada Day moved in so quickly, 
some golfers had to take shelter inside the bathroom by the green on Hole 5 at River Valley Golf Club.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

ST. MARYS FARMERS' MARKET ST. MARYS FARMERS' MARKET 
Raspberries, beans 

and peas 
The Whites are serving breakfast

Milt Dunnell Field | 1 Veterans Circle
Saturdays 8 a.m. to noon

@farmersmarketofstmarys

@stmarysfarmersmarket

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later appointment times 
three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

“We All Win”
JUNE 2026 WINNERS

Dale Hadland  
Mary Lohuis

Andrea Scholten
Annie Versteegh

Hassen Seyedzadeh
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A SAFER 
 ONTARIO 
 MEANS

BUILDING 
NEW 
 JAILS

Learn how we’re 
 protecting the province 
 at ontario.ca/SaferOntario
Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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The Mitchell Legion Band braved the heat and were on hand to share their musical talents.
(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

This year’s Canada Day parade was full of colour, music and, of course, the Shriners. It’s 
always a crowd favourite watching them circling around in their little cars.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

St. Marys Canada Day Parade marches through town 
under sunny skies

A Canada Day parade in St. Marys is not complete without the presence of a variety of local 
tractors.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Another popular float that is always full and colourful was the Stonetown Karate float.
(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Members of the St. Marys Legion Branch 236 Colour Party marched at the beginning of the 
parade on Canada Day.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

The Shriners also enjoyed the day in their classic cars.
(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)
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Another musical entry in the parade was the Bethel Church float.
(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

St. Marys Canada Day Parade marches through town 
under sunny skies

The Town of St. Marys’ Canada Day event in Cadzow Park was well attended with many 
people who came out to celebrate Canada Day and enjoy the parade, music, activities, food 
and the very warm day.

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTO)

Pictured from left, Avery King, Elena King, Harvey Sadler, Leona Sadler and Lindsey Shel-
don enjoy a cool treat on a hot day.

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTO)

Deputy mayor Brogan Aylward and Nancy Bickell took time out of their busy day to pose 
for the camera.

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTO)

Pictured are Gayle and Larry Beattie all decked out in their very red attire celebrating Can-
ada‘s birthday.

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTO)

Children waited patiently in the heat for the parade to begin. Pictured from left to right are 
Nyla Berger, Sylvier Cookson, Beau Wamboldt and Lily Berger.

(NANCY BICKELL PHOTO)
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Annual Canada Day breakfast brings friends and 
neighbours together near Avonton

For many years, friends and 
neighbours have gathered at the 
farm of Alex and Verna Strathdee 
near Avonton to celebrate Canada 
Day with good food, great compa-
ny and plenty of Canadian pride.

The annual mid-morning break-
fast has become a cherished tra-
dition, drawing a large crowd to 
the picturesque Downie Township 
farm each July 1.

Guests arrived with lawn chairs 
in hand and enjoyed the hospital-
ity beneath the property’s mature 
shade trees, which offered wel-
come relief from this year’s hot 
and humid weather.

Fortunately, the powerful wind-
storm and rain that swept across 

much of southwestern Ontario 
later that afternoon held off until 
after the breakfast had concluded, 
allowing everyone to enjoy the an-
nual gathering uninterrupted.

Before the meal begins, local 
singer-songwriter John McIntosh 
led the crowd in a spirited rendi-
tion of “O’ Canada,” a tradition 
that has become a highlight of the 
event.

Many attendees proudly wore 
red and white as they celebrated 
Canada’s birthday and reflected 
on the freedoms and opportunities 
they enjoy while living in Canada.

The annual breakfast continues 
to bring together generations of 
family members, neighbours and 
friends in a celebration of commu-
nity and national pride.

Friends and neighbours gather for the annual Canada Day breakfast hosted by Alex and Verna Strathdee 
at their farm near Avonton. Pictured, from left, are Dave Standeaven, Bob McIntosh, Dana Standeaven, 
Lenore Mountain, David Mountain, Denise Gibson, Mike Dunn, Narissa Connolly, Mary McIntosh, Hollie 
Wouters, Alex Gibson, Sue Lindsay, Eva McKay, Kathy Blake, Jim Tyler, John Blake, Mike Lindsay, Ron 
McKay, Sharon Baker, Paul Quinn, Jim Ross, Pat Froud, Marnie Ready, Bob Doupe, Mary Ross, Elton 
Baker, Marion Jackson Tyler, John McIntosh, Darlene Doupe, Bob Ready, Brenda West, Bob Wood, Elaine 
Standeaven, Barb Coffey, Laurel McIntosh, Bob Sparling, Verna Strathdee, John Froud and Alex Strathdee.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

GARY WEST

Independent Reporter
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FOR ALL YOUR SITEWORK NEEDS
• Excavating/Grading 
• Retaining Walls
• Concrete Breaking 
• Servicing
• Septic Systems 
• Trucking 
• Hydroseeding

Bryn Luckhardt
519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

www.luckhardtlandworks.com
St. Marys, Ontario

COMMUNITY NOTICE:
Temporary Clinic Relocation During Renovations

To better serve our patients, Dr. S. Glitz and Associates will begin a major clinic 
renovation on July 13, 2026. 
During the 3–4 month renovation, our clinic will remain open and continue providing 
eye care services from temporary mobile trailers located in our rear parking lot.
Please note: The clinic will be closed to the public from July 13–17, 2026 while we 
relocate our services.
Parking and Accessibility
• Patient parking is available in the Green P parking lot in front of Foodland.
• An accessible parking space will remain available in our office driveway, with a 
ramped route to reception, dispensing, and an examination room.
• An accessible washroom will also be available on-site.
If you have an upcoming appointment, our reception team will contact you with 
parking and check-in instructions.
If you have mobility concerns or require assistance during your visit, please call      
519-284-1540 before your appointment so we can make the necessary arrangements.
If you experience an eye emergency while the clinic is closed (July 13–17), please visit 
your nearest emergency department or the Stratford General Hospital Emergency 
Department, where ophthalmology on-call services are available.
Thank you for your patience and understanding as we improve our clinic. We look 
forward to continuing to provide you with exceptional care throughout the renovation.

64 Wellington St S, St. Marys, ON • 519.284.1540 • info@lifetimevision.ca • lifetimevision.ca

153 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON
info@queenstreetdentistry.ca

(226) 289-1999
CONTACT US TODAY

FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS

DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING

EMERGENCY CARE

CARE FOR ALL AGES

WE ACCEPT THE
CANADIAN

DENTAL CARE
PLAN (CDCP)

NOW AVAILABLE TO ALL CANADIANS

BOOK INSTANTLY 
ONLINE! 
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Annual Mountain Family BBQ continues to support 
Wellspring Cancer Support Stratford

The annual Mountain Family BBQ 
once again brought together supporters of 
Wellspring Cancer Support Stratford for 
a day of food, fellowship and fundraising 
in support of local individuals and fami-
lies affected by cancer.

For many years, David and Lenore 
Mountain have opened their Downie 
Township property north of St. Marys to 
host the popular fundraiser, which has 
grown steadily in both attendance and the 
amount of money raised.

Lisa Stacey, manager at Wellspring 
Cancer Support Stratford, said the event’s 
continued success is made possible 
through the generosity of donors, volun-
teers and community partners.

Each year, the barbecue raises about 
$20,000 to help fund Wellspring’s free 
cancer-support programs.

Guests enjoy a homemade Perth Coun-
ty pork chop dinner prepared by dedi-
cated volunteers, complete with all the 
trimmings and dessert donated by Karen 
Barter and Dairy Queen Stratford.

The event also features a popular raffle 
with prizes donated by local businesses, 

including wine tastings, tours and other 
experiences, with organizers expressing 
their appreciation to the many businesses 
and individuals who contribute each year.

“Wellspring is a warm and welcoming 
place,” Stacey said. “This event reflects 
the incredible community spirit that helps 
us continue supporting individuals and 
families affected by cancer.”

Wellspring Cancer Support Stratford 
provides its programs at no cost to partic-
ipants and operates without core govern-
ment or hospital funding, relying instead 
on community donations and fundraising 
events.

This year’s barbecue also recognized 
Stratford resident Samm Simon, who re-
cently raised $15,000 for Wellspring by 
running from Stratford to Tobermory.

Simon said he was inspired to under-
take the fundraising challenge after see-
ing the support Wellspring has provided 
to his wife, Christine Bossence, as she 
undergoes cancer treatment.

The annual Mountain Family BBQ re-
mains one of Wellspring Stratford’s sig-
nature fundraising events and continues 
to demonstrate the generosity of Perth 
County residents in supporting those fac-
ing cancer.

Supporters gather at the annual Mountain Family BBQ, hosted by David and Lenore Moun-
tain north of St. Marys, to raise funds for Wellspring Cancer Support Stratford. Pictured 
are, from left, Robin Mountain, Jane Landreth, Heather Galloway, Pat Turnbull, Julia Elliott, 
Wellspring manager Lisa Stacey, Bonnie Hueston, Karen Barter, Kathy Blake and Joan Sef-
tel. Kneeling in front is Stratford resident Samm Simon, who recently raised $15,000 for 
Wellspring by running from Stratford to Tobermory. To support Wellspring Cancer Support 
Stratford, email lisa@wellspringstratford.ca or call 519-271-2232. 

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

GARY WEST

Independent Reporter

The Consul $1999
100% Genuine Leather
Chair & Ottoman
Special Purchase
Shadow Blue or Bordeaux
In-stock & available 
for immediate delivery

 

1350 Fanshawe Park Rd W
London, Ontario www.austinandtaylor.com

(519) 473-5400 Monday-Friday: 10:00am-6:00pm
Saturday: 9:30am-5:30pm

Sunday: Closed

Special 
PurchaseGoodbye

Bulky Recliner
HelloComfort

Special 
PurchaseSpecial 

Purchase

100% Genuine Leather
Power Recliner
Available in four colours
In-stock & available
for immediate delivery

The Divani $2699

A Division of Stressless

The Easy $1499
100% Genuine Leather 
Chair & Ottoman
Special Purchase
Available in four colours 
In-stock & available for
immediate delivery FREE 

Delivery to
St. Marys
Weekly

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Avonbank Church restoration campaign 
preserves piece of Perth County history

Thanks to the dedication of local vol-
unteers and generous community sup-
port, Avonbank Community Church has 
remained a landmark in Perth County for 
more than 130 years

Originally built in 1890 as a Scottish 
Presbyterian church, the historic build-
ing became Avonbank United Church in 
1924. Although regular worship services 
ended in 1968, the church has continued 
to serve the community through the ef-
forts of volunteers committed to preserv-
ing its history.

In 2016, local residents purchased the 
building from the United Church of Can-
ada and incorporated it as the Avonbank 
Community Church, ensuring it would 
continue to be maintained as a communi-
ty gathering place.

Among the volunteers leading the res-
toration effort are neighbours David and 
Lenore Mountain, who, along with many 
others, have helped oversee significant 
conservation work over the years.

Past restoration projects have includ-
ed replacing the roof, repairing plaster, 
repainting the interior, repointing the 
brickwork, rebuilding the windows and 
upgrading the building with an indoor 
washroom, a new furnace and a sound 

system.
During a major restoration campaign 

in 2008-2009, generous donations from 
local families helped raise more than 
$20,000, funding extensive window res-
toration and other structural improve-
ments.

Annual fundraising events, including 
the popular pork chop barbecue hosted by 
David and Lenore Mountain, along with 
ongoing donations, have helped cover 
maintenance costs and keep the church 
heated and powered.

More recently, however, volunteers dis-
covered significant deterioration beneath 
the church’s lower floor.

Working alongside local contractors 
and suppliers, volunteers removed the de-
teriorated flooring, installed new supports 
and footings, and poured a new concrete 
floor. While many services and materials 
were donated or discounted, the project 
has nearly exhausted the church’s finan-
cial reserves.

Church secretary-treasurer David 
Mountain said volunteers are taking ad-
vantage of the renovations to complete 
additional improvements, including re-
placing the aging kitchen, updating elec-
trical wiring and installing a new ceiling 
in the lower level.

Organizers are now hoping to raise an 
additional $18,000 to complete the proj-

ect and continue preserving the historic 
church for future generations.

Charitable tax receipts are available for 
donations of $40 or more.

Donations can be made to: Avonbank 
Community Church, care of Marion 
Ready, 4741 Line 15, RR 7, St. Marys, 
Ont., N4X 1C9.

The Avonbank cemetery, established in 
1845 beside the church, also continues to 
be maintained by dedicated volunteers.

Built in 1890, Avonbank Community Church 
continues to stand as a cherished landmark 
in Perth South.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

GARY WEST

Independent Reporter

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com
STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 

  PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00. FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, OUR SERVICE DEPT IS NOW OPEN ON SATURDAYS

STRATFORD NISSAN
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SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

Ahrens, Cunningham, Foran, Lemmons win SMGCC 
Four-Man Scramble

The team of Jim Ahrens, Andy Cun-
ningham, Jeremy Foran and Rob Lem-
mons shot 17-under-par July 4 to win 
the St. Marys Golf and Country Club’s 
(SMGCC) Four-Man Scramble tourna-
ment.

The tournament featured 24 foursomes 
competing in the tournament. According 
to Cunningham, his team’s success was 
rooted in their strong play on the greens.

“I think golf scrambles come down to 
putting,” Cunningham told the Indepen-
dent. “All four in our group have similar 
putting styles, and each of us contributed 
with key putts to keep the momentum go-
ing.”

Cunningham added their putting prow-
ess was backed up by strong shooting fur-
ther up the fairway.

“Of course, the closer you are to the 
hole, the easier those putts are to make, 
and we had numerous kick-in birdies 
throughout the round. Our team is an-
chored by one of southwestern Ontario’s 
best amateur golfers in Jeremy (Foran), 

followed by the big-hitting Jim (Ahrens) 
from West Haven (Golf and Country 
Club), and arguably the best putter in St. 
Marys with a 20 handicap in Rob (Lem-
mons). I’m just along for the ride.”

Their 17-under-par result was an espe-
cially strong finish after a shaky start for 
the foursome.

“We started on the most difficult hole 
on the course, the par-three second, and 
opened with a messy bogey,” said Cun-
ningham. “But we bounced back quickly 
on the next hole with Jim (Ahrens) mak-
ing a three for an eagle all on his own. 
Perhaps the most memorable shot of the 
tournament came on the par-five 15th 
where Jeremy (Foran) stuck our second 
shot to a foot-and-a-half for a tap-in ea-
gle.”

The winners of the A flight was the 
team of Dan Anderson, Kellen Fifield, 
Rick Fifield and Matt Hopkins, who won 
their flight with retrogression after shoot-
ing 14-under-par. In the B flight, Peter 
Csanyi, Steve Csanyi, Steve MacDonald 
and Kris Whetstone took the top spot 
with a 12-under-par score. Pictured from left to right are Andrew Cunningham, Jim Ahrens, Jeremy Foran and Rob 

Lemmons, who won the St. Marys Golf and Country Club’s (SMGCC) Four-Man Scramble 
tournament July 4.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Science Hill G&CC celebrates Canada Day

Science Hill Golf and Country Club celebrated Canada’s 159th birthday with their annual Canada Day tournament. July 1. Pictured on the left with the Canadian flag painted on the golf 
course, from left to right, are Tiffany Knight, Justine Travnicek, Melissa McCloud, and Amanda Cooper. On the right, from left, are Jim McCann, Nan McCann, Linda Coddington, and Helen 
Harrigan. The team of Mark Hedberg, Brett Stacey, Cody Oakes, and Scott Watson won the tournament with 15-under-par, and as part of the tournament, Science Hill also had poutine and 
s’more and cherry cheesecake beaver tails offered on the course and a 50/50 hockey stick putting competition with the club’s 50 per cent being donated to the food bank. Each player 
brought in donations for the food bank as well, with the club matching the donation.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)
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Over 120 athletes come to St. Marys for Stonetown Triathlon

The Town of St. Marys and Balance Point Triathlon Club of London hosted the Stonetown Triathlon in St. Marys July 5. The event hosted athletes from around Ontario and the United 
States swimming, cycling, and running throughout St. Marys, beginning at the St. Marys Quarry. Athletes ranged from eight to 19 years old in the youth divisions, with an adult division 
also competing in the triathlon.

After swimming in the Quarry, athletes then cycled through St. Marys before returning to the Quarry area for the run. Eight St. Marys residents competed in the Stonetown Triathlon, in-
cluding Hannah Schmidt (sixth in 12-13 division), Everett Crummer (seventh in 10-11 division), Harper Schmidt (eighth in 12-13 division), Pete Anderson (13th in 10-11 division), Monica 
Hinz (14th in 10-11 division), Briland Cunningham (16th in 14-15 non-draft division), Rylee Cunningham (18th in 14-15 non-draft division), and Mason Mueller (sixth in the adult division).

The triathlon’s third leg was a run down the riverside walkway after the athletes completed their bike ride. Garth Jansen, a coach and key driver of the Stonetown Triathlon, said after the 
event, “I don’t think it could have gone off any better.” The competition featured over 120 athletes.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTOS)
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SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

Town proclaims July Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame Month

The Town of St. Marys announced 
July 2 that town council has proclaimed 
July as Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame 
Month in St. Marys, recognizing the Ca-
nadian Baseball Hall of Fame and Muse-
um’s (CBHFM) significant contributions 
to Canadian baseball, tourism, and the St. 
Marys community.

The CBHFM welcomes thousands 
of visitors each year and celebrates the 
achievements of Canada’s baseball leg-
ends.

As part of this special month, the Cana-
dian Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum 
will offer free admission for St. Marys 
residents July 28 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
providing an opportunity to explore the 
museum, enjoy the grounds and cheer on 
local teams.

Scott Crawford, director of operations 
at the CBHFM, was appreciative in re-
sponse to the announcement by the mu-
nicipality.

“This is a wonderful commitment by 
the Town of St. Marys to continually 
show their support to us here at the hall 
of fame,” Crawford told the Independent. 
“We are proud to be in St. Marys and 
can’t wait to celebrate baseball together.”

St. Marys CAO Brent Kittmer high-
lighted the hall’s importance to St. Marys 
and the pride the town has in the national 
landmark as a driving force behind the 
proclamation.

“Council’s proclamation of July as Ca-
nadian Baseball Hall of Fame and Mu-
seum month in St. Marys recognizes the 
town’s long history and tradition of base-
ball, and the importance of the CBHFM in 
the community,” said Kittmer. “The Ca-
nadian Baseball Hall of Fame is a source 

of pride for St. Marys. Council is always 
happy to support the CBHFM’s efforts 
in connecting our community to the rich 
history of baseball in Canada while wel-

coming visitors from across the country 
to experience the spirit, stories and tra-
ditions that they hold within their walls.”

The Town of St. Marys proclaimed July as Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame Month, with free 
admission for St. Marys residents being offered July 28.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF CANADIAN BASEBALL HALL OF FAME AND MUSEUM)

Stonetown Karate’s Master of the Ring tournament 
returns March 13, 2027

St. Marys dojo Stonetown Karate Centre’s Master 
of the Ring Tournament will include all World Karate 
Commission (WKC) age group categories starting next 
March. 

Stonetown Karate Centre announced the annual Mas-
ter of the Ring Tournament will take place at the Strat-
ford Rotary Complex on March 13, 2027.

The tournament will include the adult black belt vet-
erans division for those 48 years and older for the first 
time. Stonetown Karate’s Master of the Ring Tourna-

ment will be one of the few that offers all WKC age 
categories.

“It’s a pretty cool thing really,” said Jeremy Lorentz, 
owner of Stonetown Karate Centre.

Stonetown Karate’s Master of the Ring tournament 
is the last tournament before the provincial tryouts for 
WKC. National tryouts take place after provincials.

“Because the provincials and national tryouts for Can-
ada run with those age categories, we want to make sure 
our event have them all so all the competitors can com-
pete against the people they’re going to see at provin-
cials and/or nationals or worlds, for that matter,” Lorentz 
said.

Stonetown Karate runs basic karate programs where 
all children begin, as well as elite classes for those 
looking for more advanced training. Lorentz noticed 
improvement in his students of all ages and skill levels 
post-tournament.

“Those that go to tournaments do well and excel way 
better in the dojo as far as belt levels, accuracy, the dis-
cipline, just everything, the respect of things, school, 
grades, all that stuff. The tournaments just bring that out 
in all the kids and the adults,” he said.

To register for the 2027 Master of the Ring tournament 
online, visit www.stonetownkarate.ca/stk-tournament.

EMILY STEWART

Independent Reporter

www.waterstreetdentistry.ca
waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com

(226) 661-0192
60 Water Street South, St. Marys

Accepting 
New Smiles!

Find us on Facebook

IN BEAUTIFUL ST. MARYS • LARGE LOTS 
MUNICIPAL WATER AND SEWERS 

LOW MONTHLY LOT FEES • CLOSE TO RECREATION 
CLOSE TO SHOPPING

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT 
CALL 519.852.1033

COME TAKE A TOUR AND SEE WHY SO MANY

Love Calling This Community Home!
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Franklin E. Hinz

Maximize Your Return 
Conservative Advice for Intelligent Decisions

196 Ontario St., Stratford, ON
519.273.1633 • franklinehinz.com

FOR HALL RENTALS 
CALL 519.271.5343

June 28 - Bill Rundle, Woodham 		  $50.00

June 29 - Ken & Carmen Jenkins, Stratford 	$50.00

June 30 - Eleanor Kittmer, Lakeside 	 $50.00

July 1 - Chris & Keith Wiffen, Woodstock 	 $50.00

July 2 - Mario Mendez, Stratford 		  $50.00

July 3 - Mark Leyser, Stratford 		  $50.00

July 4 - Calleb Smidts, Stratford 		  $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

84 Wellington Street South
St. Marys, ON (519) 284-1690

Brought to you by your local

84 Wellington Street South
St. Marys, ON (519) 284-1690

Brought to you by your local

Rowan Marchand launches the ball up the field during this past Sunday’s U11 Boys Tier Two 
St. Marys Storm game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Ashton Ropp releases a pitch during the St. Marys Firefighters U11 WOBA Red St. Marys 
Rockies game this past Sunday.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Brody Pearson sends the ball flying into the air with a hit during last Thursday’s Stonetown 
Electric U11 HL Red St. Marys Rockies game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Liam Barker swings and records a hit during the St. Marys Optometry U15 HL Red St. Marys 
Rockies game this past Monday.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519.284.4390

MEAT DRAW FRIDAYS AT 6PM

Friday July 10th and Saturday July 11th
Friday 8 pm - 12 am: Sarcastic Oignons

Saturday 2 pm - 6 pm: Harmony of Friends
Saturday 8 pm - 12 am: Straight Up

Annual Heritage Weekend 
Bavarian Garden

Food will be available both days. $10 Cover for both nights
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Tribe, Bomberadoes sitting atop men’s slo-pitch league

Bringin’ The Heat, Free Agents lead ladies’ slo-pitch league

As of July 6, the Tribe sit first in the ‘A’ division of the St. Marys men’s slo-pitch league, while the Bomberadoes occupy the top spot in the ‘B’ division. Pictured on the left is Justin Bowles 
getting a hit for the Diamondbacks, who are in third place in the ‘A’ division as of July 6, during one of the team’s games July 2. Pictured on the right is Austin Small making a catch for 
the Bomberadoes, who sit first in the ‘B’ division, during a game July 2.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTOS)

As of July 7, Bringin’ The Heat occupied the top spot in the St. Marys ladies’ slo-pitch league standings. The Free Agents sat in second, just one win back of the first-place spot. Pictured 
on the left is Jenn Carradine getting a hit during the B-Brew’s game July 6. On the right is Jillian Smith throwing the ball back to the infield for the Shenenigals.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTOS)

Are You A 
Newcomer To The 

St. Marys Area?
The friends of the library has a FREE welcome 

package for you to pick up at the library!

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 
519-284-3346

• Recreation Info
• Health & Wellness

• Gifts + MORE
• Maps

• Local Services
• Coupons

ST. MARYS MEN’S SLO 
PITCH LEAGUE STANDINGS 

(as of July 7th) (W-L-T)

ST. MARYS WOMEN’S SLO 
PITCH LEAGUE STANDINGS 

(as of July 7th) (W-L-T)
1.	 Bringin’ The Heat 

(9-0-1)
2.	 Free Agents (8-1-0)
3.	 B-Brew (7-1-0)
4.	 Resting Pitch Face 

(7-2-0)
5.	 Comets (6-3-1)
6.	 Shenenigals (5-4-0)
7.	 Mad Batters (4-5-0)
8.	 Wannabees (4-5-0)

9.	 Snappers (4-5-0)
10.	 Exterminators       

(4-6-0)
11.	 Field of Queens 

(3-7-0)
12.	 Wombats (2-8-0)
13.	 Basic Pitches        

(1-9-0)
14.	 Pitches (0-8-0)

‘A’ Division ‘B’ Division
1.	 Tribe (9-2-2)
2.	 Flyers (9-2)
3.	 Diamondbacks (9-4)
4.	 LA Batts (8-4)
5.	 Merchants (7-4)
6.	 Royals (7-5)
7.	 Isotopes (7-7)
8.	 Macindrivers (6-7)

1.	 Bomberadoes (10-2)
2.	 Jets (10-4)
3.	 Bears (8-5-1)
4.	 Autobots (5-9)
5.	 Sox (5-10)
6.	 Rangers (4-10-1)
7.	 Thunder (3-11-2)
8.	 LSD (3-11)
9.	 Pats (0-13)
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Preserve of the Month
10% OFF Blueberry Jams and Jellies

WE HAVE AVAILABLE!
50% OFF BEEF LIVER (while supplies last)

Smoked beef brisket, pulled pork, marinated pork chops, breaded pork schnitzel

Store Hours in July
Monday - Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday: 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

McCully’s Hill Farm Summer 
Day Camp

McCully’s camp will run the following weeks this summer: 
July 13-17  |  July 27-31  |  August 24-28

For registration forms or more information please stop by the store or 
visit our website at www.mccullys.ca

4074 Perth Line #9, St. Marys, ON • www.mccullys.ca • 519.284.2564
925 Queen Street E., St. Marys, ON  •  N4X 1A6  

Phone: 519.284.3380  •  smbc@homehardware.ca

Weekly Specials

2108 Road 137, St. Marys, Ontario 
info@sciencehillcountryclub.com | sciencehillcountryclub.com

519.284.3621

Burger and a Pint for $17.99

Pan fried or Perch Tacos

$1.00 Wings

MONDAY

FRIDAY

WEDNESDAY

Taco Tuesday

Pasta Night 
2 options for $19.99

BOGO 9” Pizza 
2nd one 50% OFF

TUESDAY

SATURDAY

THURSDAY
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COLUMNS

I hope you didn’t get too tired of my travel notes over 
the last three weeks because, let’s be honest, nobody re-
ally likes watching other people relax.

​This week, however, I want to explore the concept of 
“a calling,” or how we come to understand our true des-
tiny in life. Every year around this time, these thoughts 
seem to hit me. Watching young kids graduate always 
makes me ask myself over and over again, what age is 
the right age to figure out your profession and the path 
you want to take?

​I used to believe there was a specific age when you 
became mature enough to choose your field. But now, 
I’ve completely changed my mind. You don’t have to 
become a lifelong expert in just one specific field or ded-
icate your whole career to a single company just so oth-
ers can label you as “reliable” and “stable.” The reality 
is different. I believe you are allowed to try something 
new again and again – to enjoy it and then to move on 
when you’re ready. Or, if you don’t enjoy it, to simply 
quit. You are allowed to be perfectly good at something 
and still find it boring.

​As people get older, they tend to regret the choices 
they made when they were younger. But what if? You 
will never truly find out unless you try.

​Ukrainians who arrived in Canada as forced immi-
grants know this all too well. In “survival mode,” you 
suddenly discover a wealth of skills and knowledge you 
never knew you possessed. True growth only happens 
when you are forced out of your comfort zone. For in-
stance, my husband, Sergii, never imagined he would be 
able to give haircuts to our son, Alex, or even to himself. 
Back when life was comfortable and a trusted barber 
was just around the corner in Ukraine, there was simply 
no need to worry about such things. It’s just one small 
example of the transformation that so many newcomers 
go through.

​What I am trying to say is that you don’t have to stick 
strictly to a “serious” profession. We cannot predict the 
future. As an immigrant, for example, you might have to 

spend years evaluating and certifying your diplomas to 
work as a doctor or a teacher. And that is absolutely fine. 
While you are going through that process, you can make 
a living using other skills you already possess – even 
those you haven’t fully developed yet.

​I hear so many stories from people who dedicated their 
lives to a serious career just to please their families, only 
to end up completely burnt out. They didn’t enjoy it, 
even though it provided a good income. Others feel they 
are simply too old to start from scratch. I completely 
understand that fear; it can be terrifying. But I am certain 
they will regret it later if they never try.

​I am not trying to lecture anyone on how to live – I 
have plenty of my own fears. What I really want to say 
is that summer is basically a mini lifetime. When the 
daylight stretches until 9 p.m., everything feels different. 
It feels like you have more time and more motivation. 
With longer days, extra vitamin D and no school – even 
if you graduated years ago – summer always keeps that 
special, nostalgic feeling.

​This means you can start absolutely anything you want 
right now. Take an online course, arrange late-evening 
get-togethers, enjoy meditation, catch a workout at sun-
rise or sunset, develop your gardening skills, or explore 
a new trail.

​Who said you can only try out multiple sports or hob-
bies when you are young? Yes, you might not become 
an Olympic champion at this stage in life, but so what?

And let me tell you, it is an entirely different feeling 
when you choose a sport or a hobby as an adult, com-
pared to childhood when you are simply signed up for 
everything by your parents. Choosing something entirely 
for yourself later in life comes from a genuine gut feel-
ing – like suddenly deciding at, say, 58 years old, that 
you want to take up partner dancing with your husband. 
You don’t need to become a competitive dancer; you can 
stay at an amateur level and be completely happy.

​I know for sure that when you feel an abundance of 
energy, you can achieve anything. You can do it. And it 
is totally fine to change your mind and switch to some-
thing else later. Don’t beat yourself up over it. It is only 
in your head that you think others will judge you as im-
mature for switching gears. You are human. You don’t 
have to be perfectly stable all the time.

​And finally, remember that not everything has to be 
done for a practical, useful result. Doing something 
purely for fun is just as important.

UKRAINIAN CORNER: The Summer Manifesto – why it’s never too late to switch gears

Ask the Arborist
By Joel Hackett • 519.272.5742 • jtsquote@gmail.com
Joel Hackett is a certified Arborist residing in the St. Marys area. Currently, he spends most of 
the year running Joel’s Tree Service. For contact call 519.272.5742 or email jtsquote@gmail.com

Dear Arborist,
My spruce tree is dropping a lot of sawdust 
with all the high winds lately. I am kind of 
concerned. Am I over-reacting or is this a 
problem?
Thanks, Ben
Dear Ben,
Sawdust at the base of a tree means the tree 
has quite a bit of decay and insects such as 

carpenter ants are now using the tree. 
Yes, this is a concern. In some trees like 
maples it’s not an immediate concern and 
sometimes you have time. But with spruce 
trees it’s normally compromised and a real 
concern. 
Normally the only option in a case like this 
would be removal.
Sincerely, The Arborist

Straight From 
The Shelves

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Come to Kin Park tomorrow for our 
second Funday Friday of the summer; 
Four Paws Flying Entertainment will 
be on hand to present their “Dog Agility 
Show” from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. World-
class dogs will show off disc catching, 
high-flying freestyle tricks, impressive 
jumps, speedy agility runs, and adorable 
trick routines that are sure to wow the 
whole family. To attend this free pro-
gram, please register on ActiveNet: ti-
nyurl.com/SMPL-ActiveNet. Please note 
that participants under the age of 7 must 
be accompanied by a caregiver who is at 
least 12 years old.

•	 Fri., July 10: Funday Friday – Dog Agility Show*^ (11 a.m. to 12 p.m.)
•	 Sat., July 11: Dungeons & Dragons (10 a.m.), Edith’s Storytime 

Adventures (10 a.m.)
•	 Mon., July 13: Picnic in the Park*^ (12-1 p.m.), Discovery Den* (3:15 – 

4:30 p.m.)
•	 Tues., July 14: Reading Help* (10:30 – 11:30 a.m.), Crafty Kids* (1:45 – 3 

p.m.), Capital Campaign Committee Meeting (6:30 p.m.)
•	 Wed., July 15: EarlyON Play & Read (9:30 – 10:30 a.m.), Picnic in the 

Park*^ (12-1 p.m.), Mahjong~ (1-4), Imagination Station (2-4 p.m.), 
Reading Help* (2:30 – 3:30 p.m.), Teen Program* (6-7 p.m.)

•	 Thurs., July 16: Mini Makers* (10:45 a.m. to 12 p.m.), Fluency Fitness*^ 
(2-3 p.m.)

*Registration Required  |  ^Held at Kin Park (109 James St. N)
~Held at the Friendship Centre (317 James St. S.)

UP THIS WEEK

ALONA VASYLIEVA

Independent Columnist

As graduation season wraps up, a reflection on why finding 
your true calling has no expiration date and why you don’t 
have to stay perfectly stable to be happy.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM
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As we have been experiencing a long stretch of hot, 
humid weather, the very name “Lakeside” is appealing. 
Who wouldn’t want to be beside a lake during a hot spell 
in July! As last week’s column explained, that’s exact-
ly what Willliam Dalrymple was counting on in 1908. 
He was a farmer whose property included a section of 
shoreline where he developed the Lakeside Summer 
Resort. He offered swimming and boating facilities and 
a large pavilion for dances. An open grassy area near 
the beach was perfect for conventions, reunions, church 
picnics and, on occasions, the Lakeside Fair. Dalrymple 
even built a track for harness racing, always a popular 
draw. Families arrived by horse and buggy, in their new 
Model T Fords, or by the CPR passenger train that ran 
between St. Marys and Woodstock, with Lakeside as one 
of the station stops. 

But in the years following World War I, the Lakeside 
Summer Resort’s popularity waned. People owned bet-
ter automobiles. The province was building a system of 
paved highways, especially in southwestern Ontario. It 
was now easy to drive to Lake Huron or Lake Erie for 
a day at the lake.  Dalrymple sold the property in 1923. 
The new owners tried to keep it going but it was closed 
by 1930. The buildings were dismantled or relocated, 
and the circular racetrack was ploughed up and plant-
ed with potatoes. Today this part of Lakeside is private 
property with summer cottages and several year-round 
homes. 

But even as Dalrymple’s resort was closing, another 
entrepreneur stepped up. John Sinkins was willing to 
take a chance that a park beside this lovely lake could 
still attract visitors. John Alfred Sinkins was born in 
1868 into a large family on a farm just north of Medina. 
In 1892, he married his neighbour, 20-year-old Charlotte 
Martin. According to census records, they made their 
home on Lot 25, Concession 11, East Nissouri Town-
ship. John and Charlotte had three children: a daughter, 
Hilda, and two sons, Lawrence and Lovell. By the 1921 
census, John was listed as a merchant, the keeper of a 
general store in Lakeside. His two sons worked with him 
as clerks. 

In 1928, John Sinkins sold his business, but he was 
just 60 years old and not ready for retirement. He owned 
property in Concession 12 at the southwest corner of 
the lake, but it was undeveloped. He cut down trees and 
cleared brush to make space to build a new dance pavil-
ion. As the 2012 East Nissouri history book explains, 
Sinkins announced the grand opening of his pavilion on 
the Thanksgiving holiday Monday, celebrated in 1930 
on November 10. “Under the auspices of the Five-Piece 
Thistle Orchestra. Lunch at 11:30. Dancing 8:30 p.m. to 
1 a.m. Admission: $1.00.”   

At first Sinkins’ dance pavilion was his new park’s 
main attraction. Dancing was to live music, provided by 
area bands. The story that London’s famous Guy Lom-
bardo played there is rather suspect. By the early 1920s, 
Lombardo and his orchestra had moved to the United 
States where they became famous as the Royal Cana-
dians. It is much more likely that he and his talented 
family played at William Dalrymple’s Lakeside Summer 
Resort in the early 1920s. By the time the Sinkins’ pa-
vilion opened, Guy Lombardo was only in London when 
he came back to visit family and friends. But people 
who are longtime residents of this area will recognize 
the names of members of other bands. They include Stan 
Skipper, Jared Vining, George Quinn, Louis Cappa, Jack 
Wilson, George Harris, Rick Tevlin, and Hubert Uren 
who regularly played at the pavilion from the 1940s on-
ward. 

The resort and the dancehall went through several in-
carnations. When it first opened, there was a promenade 
around the dance floor where people stayed behind a 
railing to listen to the orchestra and watch the dancing. 
Actual dancing was “jitney style” – patrons paid 5¢ to 

enter the floor for three dances. After these were over, 
the floor was cleared and other dancers paid their nickel 
to take a turn. John Sinkins died in 1938, and the new 
owners changed the name from the Lakeside Resort to 
the Lakeside Casino, emulating the popular Lakeview 
Casino at Grand Bend and the Port Stanley Casino that 
predated that community’s famous Stork Club. Today 
in Ontario, a casino is a gambling venue. But in the 
1930s, it was a trendy name with a broader connotation 
– a room meant for pleasurable activities that included 
dancing and musical entertainment. 

In 1948, Mr. and Mrs. Cecil McCordic from Sarnia be-
came the new owners. Crystal Lake Park, as the resort 
was now called, became much more than a dancehall. 
There were several small cabins to rent by the week, and 
benches for sitting by the water. According to the East 
Nissouri history book. “Every weekend, the population 
of Lakeside would increase dramatically as folks arrived 
at Crystal Lake Park for picnics, fishing, swimming, 
boating, water skiing and dancing.” It was popular for 
company picnics and for family reunions or for individu-
als or small groups who wanted a nearby location to cool 
off with a swim. The photograph with this week column 
was taken in the 1950s. Three little boys are enjoying 
the shallow water at the edge of Crystal Lake while the 
women wearing bathing caps are preparing to go deeper. 
An older woman, maybe a grandmother, is sitting on a 
bench in the shade, relaxing and watching the fun. 

Under the McCordics, the dancehall remained an at-
traction. In 1960, Cecil McCordic started Thursday eve-
ning dances for teenagers at the camp and from nearby 
summer cottages. Music was provided by a record play-
er. Later, under the subsequent ownership of Eldon and 
Reid Richardson, there were regular Friday night teen 
dances to live music. Adult dances were held on Satur-
day nights. Although the teen dances were later discon-
tinued, the regular Saturday adult dances went on for 
decades. The pavilion’s attraction was the wooden floor 
that the dancers preferred. With wood laid on wood – no 
concrete underneath – the floor was more cushioned and 
comfortable for dancing. In the 1970s, the resort ran ad-
vertisements during the season in the weekly St. Marys 
Journal Argus: “Dance Lakeside: Come every Saturday 
and Have Fun!” Each week, the band playing that Sat-
urday night was listed. The orchestra leaders included 
the Bobbie Downs from London, Stan Skipper from St. 
Marys, and Elroy Desjardine from Zurich. Through the 
years, the pavilion was renovated and the dance floor 
was replaced several times. With added features, such as 
Sunday Night Jamborees and New Year’s Eve galas, the 
dancehall remained popular, especially with older cou-

ples, well into the 21st century. 
Today, Crystal Lake is called Lake Sunova, and the old 

resort is now Lakeside Family Camping. It has a good 
website showing pictures of the beach, the snack shop, 
the playground and picnic facilities. It lists the prices for 
day visitors and for the various types of overnight camp-
ing. The resort is the location of the annual Lakeside 
Triathlon, to be held this year on September 12 and 13. 
This June, Sean Camp took a stunning group photograph 
of the St. Marys DCVI graduates on the beach at the 
Lakeside resort with the quiet waters of Lake Sunova in 
the background. There were fireworks over the lake on 
Canada Day. The resort is a busy, well-used facility. 

There is still a sign at the entrance for “Danceland,” 
the final name given to the pavilion. But a search for its 
website brings up a notice in a red banner: Permanently 
Closed! 

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Lakeside, part two

Enjoying a swim at Lakeside in the 1950s.
(PHOTO COURTESY OF REG NEAR POSTCARD COLLECTION, R. LORNE EEDY ARCHIVES, ST. MARYS MUSEUM)

MARY SMITH

Independent Columnist

SCAN ME
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The first exhibit you encoun-
ter makes the point immediate-
ly. It’s a display of 20 different 
and unique Olympic torches, in-
cluding examples from the 1976 
Montreal Summer Olympics, 
the 1988 Winter Games hosted 
by Calgary and the 2010 Van-
couver Winter Olympics.

The information panel reads: 
“The Olympic flame is a sym-
bol of peace, friendship, toler-
ance and hope. The Olympic 
Torch Relay reminds us that we 
are part of something bigger – a 
global community.” It immedi-
ately occurred to me this was a 
message much forgotten in our 
current, fractured world and 
reminders like this one, at the 
Richmond Olympic Experience 
Museum, are even more import-
ant today.

I was in Richmond, B.C., for 
the 2026 Travel Media Associ-
ation of Canada (TMAC) con-
ference. I arrived in the city flat 
out ignorant about the place. I 
knew from looking at a map that 
Richmond was south of Vancou-
ver, but close enough that the 
Vancouver airport is actually in 
Richmond.

Media members of TMAC get 
the option of doing a “pre-tour” 
– spending a few days being 
guided around the conference’s 

host city, for example. So, for 
four days, I learned a great deal 
about Richmond.

And one of the most striking 
experiences was our visit to 
the Olympic Oval, home to the 
Olympic Experience Museum 
and much more. Visitors are 
welcome to come to the Oval, to 
tour, to visit the museum, or, for 
a modest price, to use the out-
standing athletic facilities now 
housed in the place. The “Oval 
Drop-in” pass, which allows 
you to use everything for the 
day, is $23. Adult admission to 
the museum is $16, less for kids 
and seniors.

Those facilities are certainly 
impressive. In 2010, the build-
ing housed the Oval, home to 
Olympic speed skating competi-
tions as well as spectator facil-
ities, media centres, VIP areas 
and all the features that come 
with a world-class venue. But 
the Oval was designed to serve 
the community for decades to 
come and it does so in amaz-
ing fashion. There are ice rinks, 
basketball courts, table tennis 
facilities, state-of-the-art gyms, 
a terrifying rock-climbing wall 
and more.

The place is pretty special. It 
features the largest cantilevered 
wooden roof in Canada. More 
significantly, 2010 marked the 
first time Indigenous groups – 
the Coastal Salish – had been 
involved in planning and partic-
ipating in the official opening of 
an Olympic facility.

The Oval continues to be a 
key training facility for national 
teams including Canada’s Wom-
en’s National Volleyball Team. 
It also boasts a world-class 
training area for para-athletes.

I will admit that for this rel-
atively non-athletic writer, the 

athletic facilities offered only a 
certain level of interest. But the 
Olympic museum experience 
was amazing.

Gregory Huzor showed us 
around the museum. He’s the 
enthusiastic manager of the 
Richmond Olympic Experience.

He told us the Richmond 
museum is one of 36 official 
Olympics museums, located in 
25 countries on five continents. 
Headquarters of the Olympic 
Museums Network is the mu-
seum in Lausanne, Switzerland. 
The Richmond museum is the 
only one in Canada.

The Oval is also designated 
as an “Olympics Legacy Site,” 
which allows the facility to 
proudly display the much-pro-
tected Olympic rings symbol 
and other Olympic-branded ma-
terial.

The museum itself offers vis-
itors a whole menu of hands-on 
activities, and I was surprised 
how immediately available they 
were because the place was not 
busy. In fact, I think I could cat-
egorize the Richmond Olympic 
Experience as a hidden gem, one 
just waiting to be discovered by 
visitors who will be thrilled by 
their find.

There are fascinating exhib-
its in the museum, highlighting 
both Canadian involvement in 
the Olympics and the global 
vision of the games. Visitors 
can enjoy an array of virtual 
experiences – careening down 
a bobsled run, experiencing ski 
jumping, kayaking through rap-
ids, or walking a balance beam 
– conveniently located about 20 
centimetres off the floor level, 
so even an unbalanced guy like 
me could give it a try without 
risking injury.

This is very much an inter-

active facility. In addition to 
the virtual experiences, visitors 
can hoist an Olympic torch, don 
replica Olympic medals and 
even dress in Olympic hockey 
jerseys.

The entire Oval facility was 
designed to be of ongoing use to 
the community, and to welcome 
visitors from around the world. 
And more than that – Huzor told 
us, should the opportunity arise, 
the Oval could be transformed 
back into a competition site for 
a future Olympics!

The multi-purpose facility is a 
testimony to the vision of Rich-
mond’s leaders. The Oval was 
originally supposed to be locat-
ed at Simon Fraser University, 
but Richmond made an offer that 
could not 
be re-
fused – 
the Oval 
eventu-
ally cost 
$178 
million, 

and Richmond guaranteed to 
fund all costs over the $60 mil-
lion mark.

Huzor echoes the comments 
of many Richmond residents 
who, 16 years later, think the 
$118-million investment has 
paid dividends far beyond the 
original price.

Visitors will find the peo-
ple who planned this Olympic 
venue deserve a gold medal for 
foresight.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer, and past pres-
ident of the Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net. 

The Olympic Oval, home of speed-skating competitions during the 2010 
Vancouver Winter Olympics.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

PAUL KNOWLES

Independent Columnist

As an Olympic Legacy site, the Oval can continue to display 
the Olympic rings.

An interactive “lazy Susan” that provides information about 
every Olympic nation.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: An undiscovered treasure: Richmond’s Olympics Museum

F U N E R A L
H O M E

Helping you design
affordable and personal
services including:

burial
cremation
donation to science
celebrations of life
open houses
religious services

DID YOU KNOW
You can begin pre-arranging

your funeral by scanning
this QR code or visiting

www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca
and clicking on “Resources”

then “pre-arrange online”
to complete a

basic information
form.

 47 Wellington St. S., St. Marys
519-284-2820 | www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

Andrew L.
Hodges
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FROM THE GARDEN: Planting for pollinators

In recent years, there 
has been a strong push for 
people to grow plants that 
support pollinators. But 
why does it matter?

Pollinators such as in-
sects, bees, butterflies, 
birds, and small mammals 
are essential to global eco-
systems and food security. 
Between 75% and 90% of 
all flowering plant species, 
more than 180,000 spe-
cies worldwide, rely on 
pollinators for reproduc-
tion and seed production. 
In agriculture and horti-
culture, 1,200 food crops 
depend on pollinators. 
Without them, we would 
lose staples such as apples, 
berries, almonds, coffee, 
and chocolate. Beyond 

making fertilization possi-
ble, pollinators help farm-
ers achieve higher-quality 
yields and more flavourful 
fruits. Simply put, one out 
of every three bites of food 
we eat exists because of 
pollinators.

Pollinators also con-
tribute to healthier natu-
ral landscapes. They help 
stabilize soils, clean the 
air, buffer against severe 
weather, and support other 
wildlife — all vital func-
tions that keep ecosystems 
resilient.

So how can we help our 
pollinators?

Pollinator populations 
are facing severe declines 
due to habitat loss, cli-
mate change, and chem-
ical pesticide use. Plant-
ing a pollinator-friendly 
garden is one meaningful 
way to help. Even adding 
a few native plant species 
such as coneflower and 
milkweed to an existing 
perennial bed can make 
a difference. Eliminating 
synthetic chemicals and 
insecticides in your yard 
is another important step 
in keeping foraging polli-
nators, especially bumble-

bees and other beneficial 
insects, safe.

What to plant to attract 
pollinators?

Flowers use a combina-
tion of bright colours, en-
ticing scents, and sweet, 
energy-rich nectar to at-
tract pollinators. These 
signals or cues are de-
signed to match the sen-
sory strengths of their vis-
itors.

Bright petals act as 
long-distance visual cues. 
Bees are drawn to blues, 
purples, and ultraviolet 
light, while hummingbirds 
favour red and orange 
blooms. Flowers such as 
balloon flowers, cranes-
bill, and violets feature 
“nectar guides”, lines or 
patterns inside the petals 
that direct insects toward 
the centre. Some are vis-
ible to us, but many are 
ultraviolet patterns that 
act like runway lights for 
bees. Black-eyed Susan 
and poppies have centres 
that absorb UV light and 
petals that reflect it, cre-
ating a target only polli-
nators can see. Lupines 
even use a colour-chang-
ing trick to signal when a 

flower is full of pollen and 
ready to offer nectar.

As for fragrance cues, 
flowers emit distinct 
scents to attract various 
pollinators. Bees and but-
terflies prefer sweet, fresh 
fragrances. High-nectar 
flowers such as sweet al-
yssum, marigolds, calen-
dula, and cosmos are ex-
cellent pollinator magnets 
in vegetable gardens and 
they double as companion 
plants that deter harmful 
pests. Flat-topped or open 
blooms like verbena, zin-
nia, and lantana are ideal 
for butterflies. Nocturnal 
moths and bats are drawn 
to heavy, sweet aromas 
released at night. Some 
flowers even emit rotting 
odours to attract carrion 
beetles and flies.

Ultimately, the main in-
centive for pollinators is 
food. Flowers provide pro-
tein-rich pollen and sugary 
nectar, essential energy 
sources that keep these 
creatures thriving. Bees 
and butterflies require a 
water source as they too 
get thirsty. A simple shal-
low dish of water or damp 
sand patches in your gar-

den will also be beneficial. 
This summer, consider 

planting with a purpose. 
Every bloom, whether a 
single coneflower or a full 
pollinator patch, becomes 
part of a larger, life-sup-

porting network. When 
we nurture pollinators, we 
nurture the landscapes we 
depend on. And that is a 
beautiful way to grow.

Source: https://www.
pollinator.org/pollinators 

NANCY ABRA

Independent Columnist

Cascades is seeking General Labourers 
12 hour shifts - Rotating days and nights

Must be 18 years of age, and provide your own 
transportation to work. 

STARTING WAGE IS $25.53/HOUR
Apply online or send your application to                    

ashley_monteith@cascades.com

GENERAL LABOUR

•  Residential - Commercial - Agricultural - Industrial
•  Competent in troubleshooting various electrical issues
•  Clean driving record

EXPERIENCED  
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

+

We are in search for a competent energetic 
electrician with a positive attitude. Candidates 
applying should be eager to deliver a 
customer-focused service, willing to learn and 
adapt to grow within our organization, goal
oriented, team player, effective interpersonal skills, 
dependable and organized. Experience in 
estimating would be an asset.
We are a family run business where you are part of 
a team, not just a number.
We offer competitive wages, benefits and a 
pension plan.
Please submit your resume to 
andyf@formanelectric.com

HELP WANTED

THE GROOMER
Grooming Service 

& Pet Sitting 
Available

WELLINGTON STREET

GUEST HOUSE

A modern and charming guest house for the
perfect getaway - book your stay today!

wellingtonstreetgh.wixsite.com/mysite 
wellingtonstreetguesthouse@gmail.com

255 Wellington St. S. , St. Marys • 519.284.0036

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Riddles
I’m cold, sweet, and come in a cone. On a hot 

day, I’m everyone’s favourite. What am I? 
Ice cream!

 
I have sand but I’m not a sandbox. I have waves 

but I’m not saying hello. What am I? 
The beach!

 
You wear me on your head to block the sun. 

What am I? 
A hat! 

I fly high in the summer sky. I need wind, but I’m 
not a bird. What am I? 

A kite!
 

I splash and sparkle, and you swim in me. I’m 
bigger than a bathtub! What am I? 

A pool!
 

I’m yellow on the outside, sour on the inside, 
and make a tasty summer drink. What am I? 

A lemon!
 

You put me on your skin before going outside so 
you don’t get a sunburn. What am I? 

Sunscreen!
 

I’m striped, juicy, and full of seeds. I’m a favorite 
picnic fruit. What am I? 

Watermelon!

FENWICK
Our Pet of the Week is Fenwick, the lovable pup 
of the Campbell family. Fenwick is always ready 
for an adventure, a belly rub, or a snack. When 
he is not busy growing and napping, he enjoys 

visiting St. Marys Vet Clinic where his mom Katty 
works and everyone loves to see him. With his 
big personality and even bigger heart, Fenwick 

brings smiles wherever he goes.

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is pleased to be the sponsor of the 

PET OF THE WEEK
As the school year ends and summer begins, families get 
busier - but don’t forget your pets! Extra activities, travel, and 
visitors can be stressful for furry friends.
Make time for walks, play, and a calm routine to keep tails 
wagging all summer long.
Happy pets make a happy summer! 

Thunder wear!

What does a cloud 

wear under its 

raincoat?

Owen Plociennik (7)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that appears in the paper gets a 

FREE MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Riddle Kid

- Word Search -

Hit the beach
Swimming
Canoeing
Kayaking
Camping

Road cycling
Mountain biking

Hiking
Golf

Skateboarding
Horseback riding

Fishing
Tennis

Pickleball
Canada’s 

Wonderland
Calgary Stampede

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

SPONSORED BY: 
Adult Learning Programs of Perth, Upstairs at the St. Marys Public Library 

15 Church St. N, St. Marys, ON   |   Phone: 519.284.3932   |   Cell: 226.374.8231
alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca  |  www.adultlearningperth.ca  |  Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth
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Middlesex County Road 28, better known as King Street 
at the west end of Thorndale, is closed for construction 
until November. 

The project involves upgrading this section of King 
Street to meet Middlesex County urban design standards 
and modifying the street elevation to improve drainage and 
water shedding toward the road surface where feasible. 

Announced in 2024 with a homeowner survey, along 
with a public information meeting held at the Thorndale 
Lions Community Centre in June 2025, this construction 
will be divided into three stages over the course of the next 
four months. 

The construction will incorporate new concrete curb and 

gutter infrastructure, a dedicated centre turning lane and 
1.5-metre sidewalk complete with tactile warning plates 
at the intersections. Also included are pedestrian safety 
upgrades with a new crosswalk at Brooker Trail and As-
pen Circle, and installation of electrical conduits and pole 
bases at the Nissouri Road intersection to accommodate 
future pedestrian-activated traffic signals. 

The project will also include subsurface utility improve-
ments for upgraded storm sewer system and new private 
drain connections extended to each property line.

During this construction project, access into Thorndale 
from the west will impact both residents and the local 
businesses. I Love Thorndale’s board of directors urge all 
residents and the community to continue to support our 
valuable businesses and shop local. 

“Christmas in July? Why not?” said Sheena Ball. 
“Christmas is my favourite holiday and I strongly feel 

it is important that every child gets a toy at Christmas. So 
why not start our shopping early?”

Since 2021, Sheena Ball, a registered massage therapist 
at 160 King Street in Thorndale, organized a toy drive at 
Christmas, partnering with the Thames Centre Fire De-
partment, Thorndale Station 2. Normally, this toy drive 
starts Nov. 1 and runs to mid December. But she thought 
this year she would get a jump on the season.

“The reason for organizing an early toy drive campaign 

is to make it easier on people’s wallets,” said Ball. “Be-
sides, there are more options and better sales on toys, 
games and sporting goods this time of the year.” 

There are many benefits of a community toy drive, no 
matter what time of the year. From fostering a sense of 
unity and lessening financial pressure on struggling fami-
lies to ensuring children experience joy at Christmas. 

New, unwrapped toys for kids up to age 16 can be 
dropped off at Ball’s office, upstairs at 160 King Street 
until July 25. These donations will be stored at Thorndale 
Station 2. Then, starting on Nov. 1, the toy drive campaign 
will resume up until mid December when all these toys 
will be given to the Dorchester Food Bank for delivery to 
children for Christmas. 

Thorndale News A section within the 
St. Marys Independent

RAM RODEO & COUNTRY MUSIC SHOWCASERAM RODEO & COUNTRY MUSIC SHOWCASE
RODEO PERFORMANCE TIMES: SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1 PM

AUGUST 22 AND 23 1PMAUGUST 22 AND 23 1PM

Visit our website for more info 

www.purplehillcountrymusichall.cawww.purplehillcountrymusichall.ca

PURPLEPURPLE
HILLHILL

5 1 9 . 4 6 1 . 0 5 3 8
20903 Purple Hill Road, ThorndaleFeaturing:Featuring:

Friday at 8pm - Cowboy Kick Off Party
Half Time Shows - Country Music Showcase - Starts 
Saturday at 5pm
Powerful Show: The Martin Boys PLUS Mudmen 
(Celtic Rock Warriors)
Cash only. Adult $40 | Youth $20 | Child (5 & under) $5

Thorndale’s public splash pad is a popu-
lar cooling spot for area families this sum-
mer. 

With the first major heat wave last week, 
temperatures reached well into the mid 
30s. As for this summer, according to Envi-
ronment & Climate Change, this area is ex-
pected to be hotter than average with heat 
and daytime humidex values well about 
seasonal norms. 

And with the heat, that will fuel local-

ized intense thunderstorms and brief down-
pours.

In extreme heat events, watch for signs 
of heat exhaustion, headaches, nausea, diz-
ziness and changes of behaviour in chil-
dren. Stay hydrated. Cooling spots like the 
Thorndale Splash Pad can offer some relief 
along with a little fun for families. 

For more information on how to stay 
safe during extreme heat events, check 
out www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/ser-
vices/climate-change-health/extreme-heat/
how-protect-yourself.html.

Thorndale’s cooling spot is 
the place to be this summer

Thorndale’s splash pad, located at the community park on Upper Queen Street, is always a hub 
of activity on hot summer days.

(NANCY ABRA PHOTO)
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Independent Reporter
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Independent Reporter

Thorndale Masons 
present 60-year 
service pin

The Mount Olivet 300 Masonic Lodge in Thorndale present-
ed a 60-year service pin to Bro. Verne Johnson (left). Pre-
senting the pin is Bro. John Nichol. On the occasion, Nichol 
said the following: “It is our privilege tonight to pay a tribute 
of respect and esteem to an honoured member of this lodge, 
Mount Olivet No. 300. Freemasonry has always taught prop-
er reverence and veneration for those whose years have 
brought them to places of eminence in the Craft. Happy in-
deed is the occasion when years of age stand united with 
years of service and when honour may be conferred upon a 
Brother who is both worthy and esteemed.”

(PHOTO COURTESY OF MOUNT OLIVET 300 MASONIC LODGE)

Thorndale’s King Street closed for 
construction and upgrades

A summer toy drive for Christmas?
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John Douglas Shaw
A hard working, caring and protective dad and 

grandfather, as well as beloved husband to 
Marjorie (d. 2021) who left us on July 7, 2025.

A year has passed since we said goodbye, but not a 
day goes by that you are not in our thoughts.

You had a lifelong passion for cars, fixing things, and 
helping a friend or neighbor in need. You took pride 

in every project you tackled, but more than anything, 
you loved your family.  Your kindness, wisdom, sense 

of humor and unwavering support created 
memories that we will cherish forever. Though you 
are no longer with us, your lessons, your love and 

your spirit continue to guide us each day.

Forever loved, forever missed, and forever 
remembered.

Love Barb, Sandy, Lauren, Brayden and Dani.

IN
 LO

VING MEMORY O
F

IN MEMORIAM

In memory of a loving Father, 
Grandfather, Great Grandfather and 

Great, Great Grandfather John J. 
Megens who passed away July 14, 1998

Though your smile is gone forever,

And your hand we cannot touch,

Still we have so many memories,

Of the one we loved so much.

Your memory is our keepsake,

With which we’ll never part,

God has you in his keeping,

We have you in our heart.

Lovingly remembered by

the Megens, deGroot  and Brandt 
Families

Megens

IN MEMORIAM

Happy 50th anniversary on July 10th Moira. 
Here’s to another 50, Love you

ANNIVERSARY

THANK YOU

I want to express many thanks to my 
friends and neighbours for all the cards, 

food and phone calls after my knee surgery. 
Special thanks to my family for taking 

care of me during my recovery and to the 
Doctors and Nurses at Stratford Hospital.  

It was all much appreciated.
Sincerely

Verla Copeland

Copeland FERN PRIDHAM – Real Estate Broker

519.274.2885
fernpridham@gmail.com

Sponsored by:

Solutions on pg. 31

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR TO US
CALL 519.284.0041 OR EMAIL INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM

HAVE YOU BEEN AFFECTED BY 
SOMEONE ELSES DRINKING?

Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place

1-800-706-9833 OR APP AVAILABLE
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OBITUARY

With profound sadness and deep love, we announce the 
passing of Florence Grace Craig (née Godden), a resident of 
St. Marys and formerly of Thorndale, who peacefully left this 
world with family at her side at Stratford Rotary Hospice on 
June 26, 2026, at the age of 82.
Born on February 11, 1944, in Tavistock, Ontario, Florence 
grew up in Shakespeare before the family moved to the farm 

outside of St. Marys and then settled in St. Paul’s. Florence lived a life defined by love, 
kindness, strength and unwavering devotion to her family.
She was the oldest daughter of Margaret (Dietrich) † and Mervin Godden † and the beloved 
sister of Robert Godden † (Tress), Gerald Godden † (Joanne), Donald Godden † (Linda), 
Carol Walker (Greg) and Joan Norton † (Paul).
She was a cherished mother, a proud grandmother and great-grandmother, a loving 
partner and a loyal friend whose gentle spirit and generous heart touched everyone 
fortunate enough to know her. She is lovingly remembered by her children Kimberley Vey, 
Christine Kramer (Al), Gord Craig and Mike Craig (Krissie); her 12 grandchildren Rebecca, 
Felicia, Brandi, Travis, Aimee, Ashley, Connor, Alexis, Eric, Kalen, McKenzie and Colton; 
and her seven great-grandchildren Cole, Rain, Nash, Grace, Navy, Lilly and Dean.
Her devoted partner, Floyd Stacey, was the love of her life. Together they found 
companionship, joy and comfort, proving that love can blossom at any stage of life. He will 
deeply miss her laughter, her strength, and the countless moments they shared as a couple 
watching hockey, spending time with family at her trailer in Prospect Hill, and enjoying the 
company of good friends while playing cards or sharing a hot dog at the Legion.
There are many other family members, including nieces, nephews, cousins and many 
dear friends, who will smile through the tears when they remember Flo. Though our hearts 
are broken by her absence, we find comfort in knowing that her love, values and beautiful 
legacy will continue to live on through each of us.
We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the Stratford Rotary Hospice staff for their 
compassionate care and support. We are also deeply grateful to the many friends and 
family members who surrounded Mom with love, kindness and encouragement since her 
diagnosis in the fall. Your visits, phone calls, texts, prayers and acts of care meant so much 
to her and to our family.
Throughout her life, she embraced many roles with determination and grace. She worked 
at FAG Bearings, then attended hairdressing school, and later worked at Northern Telecom. 
As her family grew, she moved from London to the farm on Oliver Side Road outside of 
Thorndale, where she drove a school bus part-time and became a farmer. She enjoyed all 
aspects of farm life, raising chickens, rabbits, cows, pigs and horses, while also growing 
sweet corn and operating a pick-your-own strawberry patch.
Her life then took her to Woodstock, where she returned to school at the age of 62 to 
become a Personal Support Worker (PSW), a career she continued until she was 78 
years old. Her clients were treated with the greatest care and compassion. Her hard work, 
resilience and willingness to learn were an inspiration to all who knew her.
Her greatest joy was her family. She created a home filled with warmth, laughter, 
compassion and unconditional love. As a mother, she offered wisdom, encouragement 
and endless support. As a grandmother, she delighted in every hug, story, celebration and 
precious moment shared with her grandchildren, leaving them with memories they will 
treasure forever.
Flo found happiness in the simple pleasures of a lifetime spent with her loved ones. She 
enjoyed clogging and travelling with friends to conventions, was a member of Eastern 
Star, raised Clydesdale horses, quilted, sewed, attended church, shared meals, celebrated 
milestones, and always offered a comforting word or helping hand to anyone in need.
She was also an enthusiastic hockey fan, cheering with joy and passion for the game she 
loved, whether watching her favourite NHL players, her sons, her grandsons or the local 
Junior B Lincolns. She carried a quiet joy for life’s simple pleasures—flip-flops in every 
season and bare feet in the grass whenever she could. She was always ready for her next 
outing with curlers in her hair and lipstick in her purse. Her joy for life, grace, resilience and 
quiet strength were an inspiration to all who knew her.
We will forever miss her gentle smile, her sparkling blue eyes, her warm embrace and the 
unconditional love she gave so freely. Her life was a blessing, her memory a treasure, and 
she will remain forever in our hearts.
“Those we love never truly leave us. They live on in the kindness shared, the love they gave 
and the memories we hold close forever.”
Family and friends are invited to the ST. MARYS UNITED CHURCH, 85 Church St. S., St. 
Marys, on August 29, 2026. At 11:00 a.m., the Order of the Eastern Star will conduct their 
funeral ritual, followed by the Memorial Service officiated by Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell.
A Celebration of Life Open House will follow from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the ST. MARYS 
LEGION Br. 236, 66 Church St. N., St. Marys. Private family interment will take place in Zion 
Hill 7th Line Cemetery. Memorial donations may be made to My Sister’s Place in London or 
the Ontario Student Nutrition Program Huron-Perth. 
Online tributes may be made at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

Craig
OBITUARY

It is with profound sadness that the family of Leonard John 
Robert Boreham announces his passing on July 3, 2026, in St. 
Marys at the age of 85. Len was a beloved husband, devoted 
father, grandfather, great-grandfather, brother and friend, who 
was well known for his jokes and one-liners. 
Born in Toronto and then at the age of 13, he was welcomed into 
the McLean family from St. Marys. Len’s bond with the McLeans 

became one of the greatest gifts of his life. Len started his career with the Great Star Flour 
Mill and later joined The Hitching Post, where he worked until his retirement at the age of 70. 
Len’s work ethic was second-to-none and he always found joy in helping others. Len was a 
dedicated member of the St. Marys Volunteer Fire Department for 30 years, where he formed 
life-long friendships. His favourite pastimes were lawn bowling, tending to his gardens, 
bringing Christmas joy to so many as Santa Claus and watching his grandchildren at various 
sporting events. His love for food was undeniable, and he enjoyed taking his family out to eat 
regularly. His motto was “I don’t eat to live; I live to eat.”
Len is survived by his wife of 60 years, Margaret (Maggie) and his sons Robert (Connie), Paul 
(Tara), Brian (Cassandra), and his grandchildren Courtney, Brandon, Brent, Alicia, Victoria, 
Blake, Kirk, Wil, Grayson, and his great-grandchildren Bailee, Brody, Dalton, Amelia, Coyte-
Noah, Lily, and Elora. Also, remembered by his brother-in-law Ron McGuffin and sister-in-law 
Brenda Boreham. He is predeceased by his parents Sydney and Jessie, brothers Ron and Jim, 
brother-in-law Joe White and sisters-in-law Barb Hedberg and Elizabeth (Libby) McGuffin. 
Deeply cherished by his adoptive McLean family: Ralph and Violet (both deceased), Lloyd 
and Helen (both deceased), Bruce and Erma (both deceased), John (deceased) and Marlene, 
Jean Foster and Earl (deceased), Murray and Lynda (deceased), and Doris Forman and Ray. 
Len lived a unique and worthy life. He leaves behind an admirable legacy and will be deeply 
missed by everyone who loved him. Visitation will be held at the Andrew L. Hodges Funeral 
Home, 47 Wellington St. S., St. Marys, on Thursday, July 9, 2026, from 6 to 9 p.m. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be made to the charity of one’s choice. 
Online tributes at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

Boreham

OBITUARY

Sheila Crisp(Hearn)
January 4, 1943 – December 17, 2025 
Sheila Crisp passed away peacefully on Wednesday, December 
17, in Nashville, Tennessee, after a fierce and courageous battle 
with cancer. She was content, surrounded by love, and true to 
herself until the very end.
Sheila’s love of family began early, growing up in a close-knit 

household rooted in the dairy milk business. A hairdresser by trade, Sheila maintained her 
professional status well into later life, though her true calling was always family. Her family tree 
continued to grow, as nearly everyone she met soon came to regard Sheila as “family.”
Sheila was not one to collect possessions, but upon reflection, she collected something 
far greater: lifelong friends and unforgettable memories wherever her life’s travels took her. 
Through that lens, she was a passionate, vigorous, and remarkably successful collector.
St. Marys, Ontario, was her official home, but Sheila took great pride in making a home 
wherever life and family careers led. She had a rare gift for making people feel welcome, 
comfortable, and truly at home, no matter the place. 
“Terry and Sheila” were a partnership marked by strength, devotion, and shared success 
across many arenas, including hockey. Though Sheila’s name was never engraved on the 
trophies, together they achieved remarkable accomplishments, including three Stanley Cups. 
Terry and Sheila were, without question, a powerful and dynamic duo.
Sheila is lovingly survived by her children: Tony Crisp and his wife Jenny, and their children 
Maggie, Trent, Kyle, Rosie, and Harlee; son Jeff Crisp and his wife Trish, and their children 
Tom and Kale; daughter Caley (Crisp) Remington and her husband Ryan, and their children 
Georgia, Charlotte, and River. She is also survived by her sisters Donna Aldis and Linda 
McKay; her brothers-in-law Randy Crisp and his wife Karen, and Dennis Crisp and his wife 
Marsha; and her sisters-in-law Myrt Hearn and Gail Clark. Sheila is also fondly remembered 
by all her beloved nieces and nephews.
Sheila was predeceased by her Parents: Eileen and Rolston “Kelly” Hearn, Her brother Barry 
Hearn and sister Shirley Boyd, brothers-in-law, Jim “Dusty” Aldis, Jack Boyd, Clare Clark, her 
mother and father-in-law Margaret and Nesbeth “Nibs” Crisp.
Sheila Helen Crisp will be deeply missed and forever remembered for her warmth, loyalty, 
strength, and unwavering love for those fortunate enough to be part of her world.
A casual Celebration of Sheila’s life will be held at River Valley Golf Course on Sunday July 12th 
at 3-6 pm with short words of remembrance at 4:30 pm.
In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the St Marys HealthCare Foundation.

Crisp
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 or email
info@stmarysindependent.com 
to inquire about our directory

BARBER

TAKE OUT FOOD

118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

Mon 
CLOSED

Tues to Thurs 
11-9

Fri and Sat 
11-10

Sun 
3-8

RETAIL

Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.
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WINDOWS

EAVESTROUGH REAL ESTATE HOME CARE

ELECTRICAL SEAMSTRESS

519.701.8838
suresealeavestrough@gmail.com

Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum

Gutter Guard • Heavy Built
Fascia • Soffit • Trim Bending & More

WES BENNET • ST. MARYS ON
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NOW ACCEPTINGNOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTSNEW CLIENTS
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Providing specialized care for:
Stoma - Cancer - Diabetes - Neurological Disorders 

Epilepsy - Spinal Injury
In addition to every day care

Serving St. Marys and Area since 2022

Call 519-301-7791 (PSW1) 
www.cricket-care.com 

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

ECRA/ESA# 7016671

GREAT SERVICE 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
Full Service Electrical Solutions 

226-921-1739
info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com

INSURANCE

HEAT / COOL

PLUMBING

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
Give us a call today!

O�ering Insurance Services for:

199 Elgin St E  • St. Marys  ON • 519-284-1900 
inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca
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MUSIC

LANDSCAPING

Linda Vandermolen

519.276.7712
Landscape Artist

SENIOR SERVICES

WATER TREATING

Better Ways For Seniors Ltd.
519.868.3021

don@betterwaysforseniors.com

www.BetterWaysForSeniors.com

BetterWaysForSeniors

Don Ewert

PAINTING

 Painting and Handyman  Painting and Handyman 
in and around St. Marysin and around St. Marys
Call Alex at 519-636-5874
for more information

SALES 
SERVICE 
RENTALS

Call Dave for more info 
at 519.349.2040

AG. SERVICES 

• Custom 3x4 baling 
• Able to cut to 44 mm
• Acid available
• Mowing and merging available

226-880-2270226-880-2270

CLEANING

DISPOSAL

Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St., St. Marys

Robson Scrap Metal

TREE SERVICES

Trimming, Removals, Stumps, Fertilizing 

JOEL’S TREE SERVICE
519-272-5742

www.joelstreeservice.com

EXPERT TREE CARE SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFIED 
INSURED FREE ESTIMATES

Contact us at (226)-993-1912 or 
email info@greenheadtreecare.ca
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED TO BUY
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie 
babies, Funko pops and stamps. Highest prices 
paid. Free appraisals.Are you downsizing or need an 
estate clean out? We can help. We are at the Pinery 
Market at Grand Bend every Sunday from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca 
Cola, Pepsi or any pop company. Brewery items 
- Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc. Old radios and 
gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches, old 
fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans 
and signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small 
furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff 
please contact me at 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE
Shade Trees; Maples, Oaks, Birch, Beech, Honey 
Locusts, Elms, Magnolia, Hydrangea Tree, Tulip 
Tree, Crab apples, Ivory Silk Lilac, Chanticleer Pear, 
Golden Weeping Willows and more. Apples, Pears, 
Peaches, Plums, Apricots, Nectarine, Blueberry, 
Haskap etc. Lots of healthy strong Spruce, Cedars 
and White Pine for your privacy hedges and 
windbreaks. Hundrceds of flowering shrubs. Reg 
Hours: 7am- 6pm Mon-Sat at Martins Nursery c/o 
Emanuel Martin. 42661 Orangehill Rd., Wroxeter, 
ON 

WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, 
Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. 
Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and 
Stereo Equipment. For more information: Diamond 
Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford / 226-972-5750

JUNK REMOVAL
Junk Removal - Garbage, Basements, Yards, Dump 
Runs Call Mike 519-276-7766

FOR RENT
2 bedroom apartment for rent with balcony, fridge 
and stove included. Laundry on site. $1800.00/
month plus utilities. Please message Jamie at 519-
274-0205

FOR SALE
‘96 Starcraft Hardtop Tent Trailer- 12/24, sleeps 6, 
2 pullouts, 3 burner stove, sink, fridge, hydro and 
water hook up and more. $2000. Please Call 519-
349-2415

HOUSE/PET SITTING
Weekend Away? Week at a Cottage? Let me take 
care of your beloved dog (s) in their familiar 
surroundings, all sizes. Experienced, caring, 
trustworthy, references available.1 or 2 days to one 
month. Call Janet at 226-261-3660 (Longtime St. 
Marys Resident)

QUIZ ANSWERS
1. 2018
2. Andrew Lincoln
3. Nitrogen
4. North America Beaver
5. Porky Pig
6. Plants
7. Mouth
8. Death Valley
9. R.E.M
10. X

SUDOKU ANSWERS

THE WEEK AHEAD
SPONSORED BY: McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St. E., St. Marys
Founding and Forever partner of Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the 
Stonetown Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 
22
FRIDAY, JULY 10
- Ilderton 150 celebration – Concert at 
7 p.m.
- A.N.A.F. meat draw – 6 p.m.
- A.N.A.F. Bavarian Garden – 8 p.m. to 
12 a.m. Sarcastic Oignons
SATURDAY, JULY 11
- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt 
Dunnell Field – 8 a.m. to Noon, The 
Whites are serving breakfast
- Ilderton 150 celebration – 10 a.m. 
parade and opening ceremonies
Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 
p.m.
- A.N.A.F. Bavarian Garden – 2-6 p.m. 
Harmony of Friends, 8 p.m. to 12 a.m. 
Straight Up
SUNDAY, JULY 12
- Ilderton 150 celebration – 8 a.m. 
pancake breakfast
- Legion Bingo – Doors open 11:30 
a.m., Early bird 12:45 p.m., Game time 
1-4 p.m.
MONDAY, JULY 13
- McCully’s Hill Farm day camp begins 
July 13-17, Pre-register at www.
mccullys.ca
THURSDAY, JULY 16
- Nourish Market at St. Marys United 
Church – 2-4 p.m.

Walkerton fallout
25 years ago (2001)
The cost of providing a glass of 

good drinking water has gone up in the 
town, with a potential $2.2 million up-
grade to its water system. A report on 
the water system, mandated as part of 
a province-wide initiative following the 
Walkerton water tragedy, was presented 
to council last week by consulting engi-
neer Steve Burnes. The $20,000 report 
outlined what will have to be done to the 
three deep wells the town relies on for 
drinking water to meet provincial stan-
dards.

Helen Youlton said goodbye to 
South Perth Centennial School and her 
teaching career on Tuesday to begin 
a well-deserved retirement. Youlton 
worked as both a teacher and librarian 
during her 17 years at South Perth.

50 years ago (1976)
What could be a worthwhile theft 

deterrent has been made available at a 
local police department. A new develop-
ment in the form of an invisible mark-
er may now be purchased in which all 
valuables, including clothing, may be 
marked. In case of policy recovery of 
items, a black or ultra-violet light at the 
police office can pick out such identifi-
cation, making the return of stolen arti-
cles a relatively simple matter.

The ready-mix concrete drivers’ strike 
is having an impact locally with a num-
ber of lay-offs resulting for labourers, 
carpenters, and some other trades at 
the new cement plant location in the St. 
Marys Cement south quarry.

75 years ago (1951)
The De Long Hook and Eye Co. plant 

is closed this week while all employees 
are on holidays.

Mrs. Wm. Warnock, mother of Mrs. 
R.M. Sparling of Park Street, arrived 
here by T.C.A. from her home in Winni-
peg last Thursday to spend a few weeks. 
Mrs. Warnock, who is 94, made the trip 
by air alone and intends on going home 
the same way. She has 38 great grand-
children.

100 years ago (1926)
Miss Jessie Oliver, a St. Marys young 

lady who is doing pastoral work for the 
United Church in Kenogami, Quebec, is 
holidaying with relatives in this district. 
Her congregation is recruited from the 
English-speaking population.

A special meeting to fill the vacancies 
on the Public School Board was held 
Tuesday night. A number of applica-
tions for the position of Principal were 
received and, after consideration, the 
choice fell upon W.J. Kelly, Assistant 
Principal of the Sarnia Public Schools, 
at a salary of $2,500/year. To fill the va-
cancy caused by the retirement of Miss 
Esther Mitchell, the Board appointed 
Miss Helen Northgrave to the staff at a 
salary of $1,000.

Looking 
Back

AMY CUBBERLEY

Independent Columnist

CONTRACTING

ST. MARYS LOCAL
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ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS IN OUR 

DIRECTORY
Call 519-284-0041 or email us 

at info@stmarysindependent.com

BUY AND SELL

TUTORING
Sylvan of Stratford
Get ahead this summer with Sylvan!

Whether your child needs to catch 
up or get ahead, our teachers are 
ready to help create a one-of-a-kind 
personalized program that will work 
for your child. Get support with 
Sylvan today!

Your child is unique, and our
solutions are too! 

SUMMER
SALE

ON NOW!
Free Assessment 
PLUS sale. O­er 
valid in London 

and Stratford only.
Expires 06/26/2026

145-103 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519-657-7323

southlondon@SylvanLearning.com
SYLVANLEARNING.COM 

Support the local businesses 
that keep your community 
and its newspapers thriving.

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER
w w w . g r a n t h a v e n . c o m
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Mon. - Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5, 
Sun. 12-4 

Follow us on:

 stratfordfurnituregallery.com

519-273-9330
2954 Hwy 7&8 E

No Pressure 
Sales Team

Celebrate Canada Celebrate Canada 
STOREWIDE SALESTOREWIDE SALE
SUPPORTING CANADIAN MANUFACTURERSSUPPORTING CANADIAN MANUFACTURERS

Discounts available on outdoor furniture, upholstery, dining, bedroom, mattresses, all categories.


