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Spirit of Christmas
Filled the Huron
County Museum
During Annual
Open House

ALEX HUNT

Sun Correspondent

The spirit of Christmas filled the Huron Coun-
ty Museum during its annual Holiday Open House,
where families enjoyed apple cider, gingerbread dec-
orating, and a touch of Victorian charm.

On December 7, the Huron County Museum host-
ed a holiday open house, welcoming locals for a free
visit to see what the museum has to offer.

“It was important for us to keep the event as af-
fordable as possible, and we loved providing families
with the opportunity to get together before the holi-
day rush,” said Michael Roy, education programming
coordinator at the Huron County Museum.

“It gave everyone a wonderful chance to get out and
enjoy a festive afternoon.”

Roy said there is a higher demand for youth pro-
gramming, receiving positive feedback from the
popular Art Unplugged that ran in the spring. He ex-
plained that the museum is always open to new pro-
gram ideas from the community.

Roy encourages the community to continue to visit
the museum throughout the month of December. He
hopes that visitors will get a chance to visit the Huron
County Art Show exhibit before it ends on December
14. The exhibit features over 50 pieces of art made by

local artists.
CONTINUED TO PAGE 2
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An event on December 4 celebrated the nine new doctors in Goderich. (L-R): Dr. Aaron Daters, Dr. Matt Gray, Dr. Grant
Dawson, Dr. Hilary Watson, Dr. Mohmeet Brar, Dr. Jeff McAuley, Dr. Ales Radan, Dr. Mike Dawson, Dr. Tiffaney Kittmer, Dr.

Dan Noel and Dr. Tamra Steinmann.

Nine Local Physicians Recognized by
Community at Event in Goderich

GODERICH SUN STAFF

info@goderichsun.com

Nine physicians who have joined Goderich’s healthcare
teams at Maitland Valley Medical Centre (MVMC) and Al-
exandra Marine and General Hospital (AMGH) were rec-
ognized for their dedication to the community last week.

Hospital leadership and community members gathered
on December 4, alongside Mayor Trevor Bazinet and God-
erich Town Council, to officially welcome several new
doctors who recently made a choice to practice in God-
erich.

All physicians recognized at the community event joined
the MVMC or AMGH within the past five years, including

five new physicians who joined just this last year.

“We are thrilled to celebrate the physicians who have
joined us recently, bringing their unique experiences and
skills to a strong team built by those who have been here,
serving our community with dedication for many years,”
said Jimmy Trieu, President & CEO of Huron Health Sys-
tem (HHS).

“Welcoming them to our community strengthens our
hospital, supports our healthcare teams, and enhances the
care we provide to the patients and families we serve.”

Mayor Trevor Bazinet and Goderich Town Council were
pleased to officially welcome several new doctors who

have recently chosen to practice here.
CONTINUED TO PAGE 2
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As the year comes to a close, we want fo fake a moment to express
our heartfelt gratitude for our customers’ trust and support.
May your holiday season be filled with joy, peace, and cherished
moments with loved ones.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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Nlne Physicians Recognized by Community of Goderich

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Mayor Bazinet stated that these talented physicians
bring a tremendous amount of skill, compassion, and
commitment to patient care,

“We are incredibly grateful that they have chosen
Goderich as the place to continue their medical careers,
said Mayor Bazinet.

“Their presence strengthens our healthcare system
and supports the well-being of families throughout our
community and region.”

The arrival of these new healthcare professionals
reflects the strong partnerships between the Town of
Goderich, AMGH, Gateway Centre of Excellence in
Rural Health (CERH), local healthcare providers, and
regional recruitment efforts.

According to HHS, continued collaboration has
played a vital role in attracting and retaining high-qual-
ity medical talent to the area.

Mayor Bazinet emphasized the importance of acces-
sible healthcare in a thriving community.

“Ensuring residents have timely access to medical
services is essential,” added Bazinet.

“These new additions to our medical teams are a wel-
come boost and a positive step forward for the future of
healthcare in Goderich.”

The Town of Goderich extends its warmest welcome
to the new physicians and looks forward to the import-
ant contributions they will make in serving the com-
munity.

Gwen Deveraux, President of Gateway CERH, re-
flected on the evening stating that Gateway CERH is
so excited to welcome the new doctors.

“Gateway CERH looks forward to working with them
in supporting our research to keep our rural residents
healthy,” Devereaux added.
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Dr. Matthew Gray:

Dr. Gray is a family physician who joined AMGH this year
from Burlington. He received his undergraduate degree from
Queen’s University and attended medical school at Western
Michigan University in Kalamazoo, Michigan.

He completed his family medicine residency training
through Western University at the Mount Brydges site with a
focus on rural primary care and hospitalist medicine.

“My wife and I chose to move to Goderich because we loved
the town and wanted to be close to family in Huron County.
We appreciate being near the lake and enjoy that Goderich
has a small-town feel while still offering the resources you’d
expect from a larger community,” Dr. Gray added.

“I also completed a rotation here as a resident and later
worked frequently as a locum, and I have always found the
staff, nurses, and fellow physicians at AMGH and MVMC to
be welcoming and supportive.”

Dr. Grant Dawson:

Dr. Dawson has joined Emergency Department coverage
and the family practice of Dr. Michael Dawson (his father)
this year. He is a family physician who was born and raised in
Goderich and attended medical school in Dublin at the Royal
College of Surgeons in Ireland.

He then spent nine years working as a physician assistant
in Goderich alongside Dr. Michael Dawson before complet-
ing his family medicine residency at the Northern Ontario
School of Medicine at the rural Bracebridge site, with a focus
on rural primary care, and emergency and hospitalist medi-
cine.

Dr. Mohmeet Singh Brar:

Dr. Singh Brar joined AMGH this year as a family phy-
sician in the Emergency Department and hospitalist team.
He completed his training at Western University where he
served as Chief Resident and received multiple awards for
leadership and excellence including the Outstanding Resi-

dent Award.

He has a strong passion for patient-centered, respectful,
and compassionate care and is excited to be part of this com-
munity and to support you and your family’s health.

Dr. Jacinta Peel:

Dr. Peel is a family physician who joined MVMC during
the COVIDI19 pandemic. This marks the first opportunity for
the community to formally recognize her contributions.

She provided outstanding care throughout challenging
times and supports a large roster of patients.

Dr. Brian Holowachuk:

Dr. Holowachuk is a family practitioner who moved to the
area in 2024 and immediately started providing much-need-
ed relief in the Emergency Department.

Dr. Jennifer Ford:

Dr. Ford joined the AMGH team in 2023, having previous-
ly practiced in Washington State.

Her addition as a general surgeon brought the department
to three surgeons and expanded capacity to meet rising re-
gional needs.

Dr. Peter Dixon:

Dr. Dixon joined the mental health team at AMGH in 2024
as a psychiatrist.

After completing his training in Australia, Dr. Dixon re-
turned to his home country of Canada and has now brought
his expertise to Goderich.

Dr. Anne Rose:

Dr. Rose is a community psychiatrist with expertise in ad-
dictions looking forward to practicing in Huron County.

Dr. Michele Doering:

Dr. Doering is a geriatric psychiatrist who joined AMGH
full-time in September 2025, after several years of locum
work.

She has always thought Goderich would be a wonderful
place to work and eventually retire.

Spirit of Christmas Filled the Huron
County Museum During Annual Open

House

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Roy remarked on Remembrance Day, giving visitors
the chance to walk through its military gallery and reflect
on the artifacts on display.

He said the exhibits serve as a powerful reminder of the
importance of remembrance and the sacrifices made by
those who served.

“I think people are always looking for interesting things

to do, whether it’s here at the museum or elsewhere in the
community. The more programs we can offer for fam-
ilies in Goderich, the more vibrant the area becomes,”
said Roy.

“I love being able to give kids, students, and families
creative experiences that are both educational and fun. It
helps strengthen our community and inspires people to
keep learning and exploring together.”

o
: |

We are settling in for a long winters nap
and will be back with community news on

“ Goderich Sun

From all of us at the Goderich Sun, we’re
wishing you joy, peace, and all the best
this holiday season! May it be filled with
warmth, laughter, and wonderful memories.

January 8, 2026.
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Letters to the Editor

An open letter to the Mayor of Goderich over the
green space on Picton Street

Dear Editor,

On October 1, my husband and I decided to take a drive
to Lake Huron to take advantage of the lovely weather we
had that day.

My husband and I live near Long Point Provincial Park
on Lake Erie in rural Port Rowan, Ontario.

We visited your beautiful town of Goderich and took a
long walk along the wonderful boardwalk on the beach.

We discovered a plaque honouring John C. Grace near
the end of the boardwalk. As we read the memorial to
your former mayor, we were both very moved by the ded-
ication and impact of one person in your community who
was determined to listen to the needs and desires of the
people of Goderich.

While we were reading the memorial, we met one of
your residents and began a conversation with her.

To make a long story short, we were intrigued by the

community projects and goals she described, and we
want to help in any way that we can.

I left that day feeling as though I needed to investigate
more into the issues at hand, so I went online to your
town’s website and reviewed your town council meetings,
watching a video of the outstanding proposal presented to
turn an existing green space into a community park.

It seems to me that this project would pull its residents
together for their valued environment.

If I were contemplating moving to Goderich, this park
would greatly appeal to me, over a concrete jungle.

After seeing the plaques along the boardwalk, I am of
strong opinion that a Memorial Park for John C. Grace
would benefit the community he served.

Your own poll of Goderich residents’ priorities stated
that parks and nature are highly important to them, and in
fact, it was listed as their number one request.

As I reviewed your town’s priorities for parks and hous-
ing, I kept asking myself ‘why can’t you have both, why

must it be one or the other?’, while still embracing your
community’s desire for a park that people would take
pride in and benefit from.

In your consideration of this proposal, I urge to keep
in mind that studies have shown the therapeutic benefit
for people in urban areas to have green spaces for better
health, both physically and mentally.

This is why I feel strongly to support your community
in keeping, maintaining and promoting the green space at
110 Picton Street. Once a green space is gone, it is nearly
impossible to regain it.

Bottom line is perhaps the Town of Goderich Council
members could seriously and sincerely consider alterna-
tives to housing locations and let people have their park.

Let the people have this park for their physical and
mental well being both now and for many years to come.

Sincerely,
Charlotte Langlois
Port Rowan

Ontario needs smarter energy solutions for the EV
era

Dear Editor,

As a retired but still licensed electrician, I’'ve worked
across Ontario, including on transformer and generator
stations with Ontario Hydro Construction.

That experience has given me a deep understanding of
how our grid functions, and why I’'m increasingly con-
cerned about its reliability.

Electric vehicles are growing in popularity, and ev-
ery new charger adds demand to a system already under
strain.

Utilities are working hard to expand capacity, but the

traditional approach — building bigger generators and
transmission lines — comes with enormous costs and de-
lays.

There is a simpler, more affordable path: distributed en-
ergy solutions in our homes and businesses.

Instead of relying solely on centralized power plants,
we can empower households to contribute to grid stabil-
1ty.

The technology already exists.

Dcbel Energy (no, I don’t work for them), a Quebec
company, has developed the ARA system — an EV char-
ger that can also power your home during outages using
your car battery, feed stored energy back into the grid

when demand is high, integrate with solar panels, wind
turbines, or personal generators.

Unfortunately, this innovation is not yet approved in
Ontario, even though it is already available in U.S. states
like California.

Ontario should not fall behind. Approving and encour-
aging technologies like ARA would strengthen grid reli-
ability, support renewable energy, and make our province
a leader in smart energy innovation.

It’s time for policymakers to act. The tools are here —
we just need the will to use them.

Anthony Davison
Central Huron

Preserve Green Space for Seniors

Dear Editor,

A green space at 110 Picton Street West in Goderich is
located beside a Seniors Day Care Centre.

It is an appropriate space for a park that would be acces-
sible for seniors and anyone with mobility issues.

The neighbourhood group that is proposing a park for
110 Picton Street has a vision for seniors — focused acces-
sible green space with lots of trees, benches, safe walk-
ways, and a covered sitting area. It is a place to meet with
others and enjoy nature.
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The walkways would be accessible for those with
wheelchairs, walkers and canes.

The staff and seniors who use the Day Care Centre
would be able to walk directly outdoors onto the safe
walkway. There is no park in the town that is completely
accessible for seniors and others with mobility issues.

We have a list of funding programs that are available for
environmental projects, such as community parks.

There is funding for nature-based features, native
plantings, park accessibility, community benefit focus
and heat relief, to name a few.

It is my understanding that Town Council is proposing
that the zoning be changed from Community to Residen-
tial. If this were to happen, the green space would be gone

forever.

On January 12, we will present our Proposal to Council
for a senior’s accessible park and that the zoning remains
for Community use.

It is for the well-being of our neighbourhood and sur-
rounding community.

Documents supporting our proposal have been submit-
ted to the Town Council prior to our first presentation.

Hopefully, Council members will take the time to thor-
oughly review these documents, prior to the January 12
meeting.

Sincerely,
Bonita Eitel
Goderich

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR TO US!

CALL 519-655-2341 OR EMAIL info@goderichsun.com

- Goderich Sun
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Letter to the Editor

Residents aren’t saying no to hous-
ing, we’re saying yes, and

Dear Editor,

As Goderich Council considers the
future of 110 Picton Street West, our
group is advocating that the land be
protected as a community space.

Mayor Bazinet is right: Goderich
needs affordable homes for seniors and
workers. We support that.

We also believe the Town can do
both: protect 110 Picton Street West as
an accessible, senior-friendly park and
add affordable homes on designated
lands.

This property is not the only opportu-
nity for additional housing in Goderich,
but it is one of the last, centrally located
and community-zoned properties that
can serve the public, provide greens-
pace, and meet accessibility needs.

Converting it to a residential zoning
would be effectively irreversible.

A low-maintenance, senior-friend-
ly park delivers daily benefits, and I
believe it’s also a fiscally prudent ap-
proach. A simple park with benches,
shade trees, and accessible paths is
low-cost.

The return on investment for se-
niors—health, cooling shade, safer

walking routes, accessibility, social
connection—is immediate.

By contrast, converting community
zoned land to private residential devel-
opment is a one-way decision. Once a
community site is gone, it is gone for
good. That’s why hundreds of resi-
dents have signed in support of a public
greenspace.

We can pursue housing and safeguard
the limited community spaces we have
left that keep our town livable and flex-
ible to long-term needs.

Goderich Council can say yes to
housing and yes to public greenspace—
the two are not in conflict. It is only
about finding the right place for each
with a long-term vision for Goderich’s
growth.

We are asking Council to please
maintain the community zoning at 110
Picton Street West and move forward
on a practical, collaborative plan for af-
fordable housing on other, better suited
lots.

We also urge other residents to share
their feedback with Council as they
make this important decision.

Respectfully,
Sarah McKercher
Goderich

We look ahead to 2026 and the
Goderich Celtic Roots Festival, College,
' and Kids Camp from August 3rd to the 9th.

Tickets on sale now at www.celticfestival.ca

CELTICROOTS

As 2025 comes to a close, we are so grateful
for the continued support of the

Town of Goderich and the whole community iril

helping make the 33rd annual |

Goderich Celtic Roots Festival a success.
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Hospltal Foundation Kicks Off Two-Year Magnetic
Moments Campaign to Purchase MRI Machine

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

With the closest MRI machines in
Owen Sound, London, and Stratford, resi-
dents of Huron County must travel signif-
icant distances for possibly life-changing
scans.

Alexandra Marine and General Hos-
pital (AMGH) is aiming to have its own
MRI machine operation by 2027, but
the AMGH Foundation explains that
$6,500,000 needs to be raised in a two-
year window.

Adding an MRI machine to the local
hospital will broaden the range of ser-
vices available at AMGH and help attract
healthcare professionals to the hospital.

In September 2025, priority four patients
waited on average 360 days for an MRI at
London Health Sciences Centre-Universi-
ty Hospital, 66 days at Stratford Gener-
al Hospital, and 52 days at Brightshores
Health System in Owen Sound.

AMGH Foundation officially launched
their two-year Magnetic Moments capital
campaign on December 2.

With the goal to raise $6,500,000, the
campaign aims to bring an MRI machine,
the first in Huron County, to Goderich.

According to the AMGH Foundation,
having an MRI machine in Goderich will
strengthen regional health care and ex-
pand the hospital’s diagnostic services.

“We have a team of dedicated commu-
nity champions ready to not only raise the

funds needed, but reduce

50DERMCH
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361 Cambridge Street

Monday to Friday by

CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING
Please drop your Christmas tree off at the Public
Works Yard in the yard waste bunker

During working hours 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.

Friday January 9th, 2026

Please Remove Tree Bags

wait times, the need to trav-
el long distances for a MRI,
and truly strengthen re-
gional healthcare in Huron
County,” shared Laura Her-
man, Chair of the AMGH
Foundation.

Approved by the Govern-
ment of Ontario, the AMGH
Foundation has two years to
raise the needed funds.

Strategy to accomplish
this goal in two years in-
cludes major gift solicita-

tions, community appeals, special events,
speakers’ tours at local businesses and
community  organizations, third-part
fundraisers, and grant applications.

Magnetic Moments was quietly kicked
off during the annual Long Table dinner
in August, and Kimberley Payne, Foun-
dation Executive Director, announced the
Foundation has raised $960,423 to date.

“What most people don’t realise is that
hospital foundations cover the costs of
any hospital equipment over $1,000 with
funds raised by the community,” ex-
plained Payne.

“The $6,500,00 required to purchase
and install the MRI machine here in God-
erich is no exception.”

Leading the campaign is local doctor
and Chief of Surgery, Dr. Tiffany Kitt-
mer, who will be joined by community
champions Natasha Fritzley, Liz Hig-
gins-Sager, Vanda McNeil, Justin Reid,
Tracy Telfer, and Florence Witherspoon
who will serve as campaign cabinet mem-
bers providing strategic direction.

Ambassadors for the campaign are
Ralph Rubino and Pamela Somers, with
other community members stepping for-

ward, to assist in securing the funds with-
in the timeline.

“In reviewing the business case sub-
mitted to the Government of Ontario and
reading the 14 signed letters of support
from various government officials, doc-
tors, community and business associa-
tions, and all 23 of the radiologists who
support our current imaging department,
I knew there was strong community sup-
port,” remarked Dr. Kittmer.

“These words of support sealed my de-
cision to chair a committee that will cer-
tainly leave a legacy in the community.”

While the Request for Proposal (RFP)
for the MRI machine is currently live, ac-
cording to the Foundation, hospital man-
agement intends to announce the vendor
in January.

Furthermore, structural updates re-
quired to house the machine on the
ground floor of the hospital will com-
mence in due course. The plan is to instal
the unit in 2027 and have it operational
in 2028.

For more details or to get
volved in the campaign
https://tinyurl.com/3hjz4c88
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Recipients of HCAAC Awards on International Day

of Persons with Disabilities Announced

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

Today, the world population is over
eight billion people and more than one
billion, or approximately 15 per cent of
the world’s population, live with some
form of disability. Of those with a dis-
ability, 80 per cent live in developing
countries.

Huron County Accessibility Adviso-
ry Committee (HCAAC) announced the
recipients of the 2025 HCAAC Awards
on the International Day of Persons with
Disabilities.

A disability is a condition or function
judged to be significantly impaired rela-
tive to the usual standard of an individual
of their group. This could include physi-
cal, sensory, cognitive, intellectual, men-
tal health and various types of chronic
disease.

Factors which place people with dis-
abilities at higher risk of violence include
stigma, discrimination, and ignorance
about disability.

According to the County of Huron,
these awards recognise exemplary contri-
butions to enhancing accessibility within
the region.

The honorees this year demonstrate ex-
traordinary dedication to facility design,
service accessibility, and promoting in-
clusive practices.

In the public category, Huronview and
Huronlea Homes for the Aged, Munici-
pality of Huron East, Ausable Bayfield
Conservation Foundation, Clinton Race-
way and Kinsmen Club of Goderich were
presented with the Award of Merit for
Barrier-Free Access.

Through a successful community fund-
raising effort, Huronview and Huronlea
Homes for the Aged raised more than
$26,000 to purchase two Duet Bikes.

These accessible bikes allow individ-
uals using mobility devices to be safely
seated at the front, while staff pedal from
behind. These bikes offer an inclusive
outdoor recreation option for residents.

According to the County of Huron, this
project demonstrates strong collaboration
and a practical improvement to the qual-
ity of life.

During Seaforth’s Homecoming ‘Doors
Open’ event, the Municipality of Huron
East produced virtual tours of heritage
buildings that were not physically acces-
sible to all.

These digital tours provided broader
public access to Seaforth’s historic spac-
es.

Ausable Bayfield Conservation Foun-
dation’s Trail Mobile program features a
six-seat accessible cart, which allows in-
dividuals with mobility limitations to ex-
perience the South Huron Trail at no cost.
It is supported by volunteers.

This program encourages outdoor par-
ticipation and increases access to na-
ture-based recreation.

Clinton Raceway removed its former
grandstand and constructed a new, fully
accessible facility, including an elevator,
accessible upper viewing areas, and new
washrooms.

This design supports access for all
spectators, including people with disabil-
ities, seniors and families.

The Kinsmen Club of Goderich has
shown a clear commitment to accessibil-
ity by investing over $200,000 to make
their building and playground more ac-
cessible.

Recent projects include the addition of
a pavilion and paved routes through the
park and to the pavilion, as well as the in-
stallation of a chairlift and elevator shaft
to enable people with disabilities and old-
er adults to easily access all three levels
of the building.

In the business category, The Blyth Inn
(The Boot) was presented with an Award
of Merit for Barrier-Free Access.

The Inn has created an all-gender ac-
cessible washroom on the main level,
with clear turning space, power door
functions, fold-down grab bars, and
strong colour contrast.

This upgrade supports patrons using
mobility devices and reflects ongoing ef-
forts to improve accessibility throughout

Over 50 Hockey Tournament in Bayfield
Supports Annual Salvation Army Toy Drive

Funds were raised through the fourth Annual Toy Drive, during the Over 50 Hockey Tournament in Bayfield. Normally the
tournament uses funds raised to purchase toys to donate to the toy drive, but this year handed over a cheque to help sup-
port the cause. Sponsors included ABC Financial, ADS Industries, Ron Keys and Derek Demaine. The tournament raised
$1,500 for Salvation Army’s annual toy drive. Pictured are Greg Aitken, Kendall Strome (Salvation Army) and Brian Reed.

color?

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Jesus?

1. The Four Horsemen of the
appear in the Book of Revelation.

2. What is the largest 2nd Hawaiian island?

3. What year were seatbelts made mandatory
in Canada?

4. What do Americans commonly call
Emmental cheese?

5. The flowers on the St John's Wort are which

6. Who originally sang "Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer"?

7. What year was the Toonie introduced?

8. What part of the body is affected by
glaucoma?

9. What is the capital of Norway?
10. Which star guided the three kings to Baby

the property.

The annual observance of International
Day of Disabled Persons was proclaimed
in 1992 by United Nations General As-
sembly. It aims to promote the rights and
well-being of persons with disabilities in
all spheres of society and development,
and to increase awareness of the situation
of persons with disabilities in all aspects
of life.

Julie Sawchuk, a former member of the
HCAAC and the HCAAC Site Plan Re-
view Subcommittee, was presented with
the Sandra Thompson Memorial Accessi-
bility Champion Award.

Sawchuk has contributed exceptional
expertise to the HCAAC, particularly in
accessible washroom design. She also
created the Public Accessible Spaces
Simplified (PASS) program, now used
across all nine partner municipalities.

As a Rick-Hansen Foundation-certified
educator, international speaker, and au-
thor of Building Better Bathrooms, and
Building Your Space, Sawchuk has pro-
foundly influenced how people across the
county understand and implement acces-
sibility.

The HCAAC applauds all awardees for
their efforts and dedication to making
Huron County a place for everyone.

To learn more about the Internation-
al Day of Persons with Disabilities visit
https://tinyurl.com/2cxda99p

VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.GODERICHSUN.COM

Weekend Quiz

By Jake Grant

This week’s answers are found on pg. 39
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Merry Christmas
> Happy New Year!

GODERICH OFFICE PORT ELGIN OFFICE

Ben 30 VICTORIA STREET NORTH ~ 5101B HIGHWAY 21 SOUTH
PORT ELGIN, ON NOH 2C5

Lo B B MP GoDERICH, ON N7A 7R6
TEL.- 519-524-6540 TEL.: 519-832-2999

Huron—Bruce BEN.LOBB@PARL.GC.CA « WWW.BENLOBB.COM
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GODERICH TDUR]SM WOULD LIKE TO SAY

THANK YOU

TO ALL THOSE WHO MADE OUR LIGHTING OF THE LIGHTS AND
SANTA CLAUS PARADE S0 FANTASTIC!

Santa Claus Parade Marshals:
Dennis Beach, Kevin & Tyler Bell, Ryan Cook, Carl
Moller, Doug Moore, Keri Pigg and Melina Plante

Goderich Works Dept.
Kinsmen Club of Goderich
Ontario Provincial Police
John & Melina Powers
Salvation Army

Tim Horton's of Goderich
West Coast Fire Brigade

Celtic Blue Highlanders
Clinton Pipes & Drums Band
Brendan Couture

Ken Dale

Goderich Council

Goderich Fire Dept.
Goderich Parks Dept.

& to all those who came with their festive cheer!

THANK YOU TO ALL, AND TO ALL A GOODNIGHT!

GODERiCH

nmd s Prefiiast To
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BEACH STREET STATION

2 I
\/ Gift cards for |

@ Happy Holidays  ==eme

All aboard for the holidays! As our restaurant takes a
seasonal pause, we extend heartfelt thanks to our
wonderful community for a fantastic season.

We will refuel and reopen in March, ready to serve up
delightful experiences once again.

Until then, may your holidays be filled with joy and cheer!
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Open daily at 11:30 AM () 168 West Street, Goderich (W) 519-524-4968
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Huron County Paramedics Recognized for
Exceptional Dedication, Professionalism and Long-
Standing Service in the Field at Awards Ceremony

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

Three local paramedics from Huron
County were honoured with Emergen-
cy Medical Services Exemplary Service
Medal Bars as part of the 2025 Ontario
awards ceremony.

According to the County of Huron, these
distinctions are presented on behalf of the
Governor General of Canada.

These awards celebrate paramedics who
have demonstrated exceptional dedica-
tion, professionalism and long-standing
service in the field.

“The County of Huron is incredibly
proud of these dedicated professionals,”
admitted Jamie Heffer, Huron County
Warden.

“Their commitment to our community
and to the well-being of residents across
Huron County is deeply valued and pro-
foundly appreciated.”

Gary Renaud received his Third Bar and
was awarded for 50 years of exemplary
service.

piviernylGhristmask

Your leader in windshield
repair, replacement and ADAS
calibrations

Providing the highest quality in
auto body and collision repairs

Karen Rollins-Beneteau received her
First Bar and was awarded for 30 years of
exemplary service.

Phillip Smith received his First Bad and
was awarded for 30 years of exemplary
service as well.

According to Jeff Horseman, Director
of Emergency Services, the experience,
leadership, and mentorship that seasoned
paramedics like Renaud, Rollins-Bene-
teau and Smith provide, have a tremen-
dous impact on the quality of care deliv-
ered.

“Their long-standing service not only
strengthens our team but also contributes
directly to better outcomes for the people
we serve,” added Horseman.

The Emergency Medical Services Ex-
emplary Service Medal is part of the Ca-
nadian Honours System. These awards ac-
knowledge paramedics who have provided
the highest standard of care and conduct
throughout their careers.

Each Bar signifies an additional decade
of service from 30 years on.

'~ CARSTAR

Collision & Glass Service

CARSTAR Goderich

440 Bayfield Road Goderich — 8am-5pm Monday to Friday.
CARSTAR Goderich is now certified in the following brands

Uniglass Plus Goderich

. CERTIFIED i) GERERIR "f_“t A f=f
HYUNOAL @ coLusion = LU _ T NN e {E& For emergencies, call 911 or visit your
HYUNDRI®  REPAIR CENTER p— CENTRE  1ovOTA GRNEIS | RTRARDTHTRN e local emergency department.
@ LEewl 1= € ERTIFIED COLLISIOMN CEMTRS FC AP Cerli Bed Colsion Repsi Tesilitg .V. CEHT“:'ED
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COLLISION CARE

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Colonel Shane Elder, Deputy Chief David Campbell, Phillip Smith, Karen Rollins-Beneteau,
Gary Renaud, and Ontario Association of Paramedic Chiefs President Greg Sage.
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Season’s reetuzq,a
The Staff of the Maitland Valley Medical Centre would
like to thank our patients and the community for the
privilege of serving them during the past year and we
look forward to continuing to improve the health of our
community in the year to come.

The offices of the Maitland Valley Family Health
Team Holiday Hours:

Wednesday, December 24 — closing at noon
Thursday, December 25 — CLOSED
Friday, December 26 — CLOSED
December 29 and 30 — Open regular hours
Wednesday, December 31 — closing at noon
Thursday, January 1 — CLOSED
Friday, January 2 — open regular hours

;3@;;\\:
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With 13 respiratory illness outbreaks at
long-term care and retirement homes in
Huron and Perth counties since Septem-
ber, Huron Perth Public Health (HPPH) re-
minds residents of actions to take to reduce
the spread of respiratory illnesses.

As the holiday season is in full swing,
HPPH encourages residents to stay up to
date on immunizations, to wash hands reg-
ularly, cover coughs and sneezes, clean and
disinfect high-touch areas, improve indoor
ventilation and stay home when sick.

These actions can help reduce the spread
of respiratory illnesses such as COVID-19,
influenza (‘the flu’), and respiratory syncy-
tial virus (RSV).

“As more get-togethers and events hap-
pen heading into the holiday season, it is
important to take precautions to reduce the
spread of respiratory illnesses,” said Dr.
Miriam Klassen, Medical Officer of Health
at HPPH.

“The best way to protect yourself, your
family, and the community is with immu-

Huron Perth Public
Health Reminds

Residents to Spread
Cheer, Not Germs

nization.”

All Ontario residents aged six months
and older are eligible to receive influenza
and COVID-19 immunizations.

Select high-risk groups are eligible to re-
ceive RSV immunization, including adults
aged 75 and older.

Eligible adults should contact their pri-
mary care provider about getting the vac-
cine.

HPPH is continuing to offer COVID-19
and influenza immunizations to children
four years of age and younger who do not
have a primary care provider.

Infants and high-risk children can get the
RSV monoclonal antibody through hospi-
tal maternal child units and primary care
providers.

“In addition, stay home when sick and
avoid visiting with those who may be at
higher risk of severe illness due to respi-
ratory viruses, including at hospitals and
long-term care homes,” added Dr. Klassen.

To learn more about how to prevent the
spread of respiratory illnesses, including
information about immunizations, visit
www.hpph.ca/illness

For many of us, Christmas is a time of celebratlon and reflection, looking back on the

GUDER

Conodo's Pfett/eslf* TqWﬂ

year that has been.
This year is not without its challenges as rising costs are affecting us all and this
brings with it new worries and pressures for households in our Town.

Christmas season is the season of goodwill and a time of giving, but | believe Goderich

residents do that all year round, especially during difficult times. Goderich has a
sense of community, friendship, and togetherness, and those who are struggling
experience the generosity of others in our community.
| wish all the residents of the Town of Goderich a Merry Christmas and a Happy
Holiday. | hope everyone has a Christmas filled with joy and hope with the people

who bring you love. May everyone cherish the memories of their loved ones that have

passed and | wish you all a healthy and happy New Year.

Gateway Board Member
Receives Recognition

Award at Goderich
Council Meeting

GODERICH SUN STAFF

info@goderichsun.com

Gateway Centre of Excellence in Rural
Health (CERH) Board Member Michele
Young-Melady was recently presented
with a Recognition Award by the Town of
Goderich Council.

During the Council meeting, more than
30 individuals were honoured in the coun-
cil chambers for their volunteerism, civic
spirit, and positive impact.

As a Gateway CERH Board Member,
Michele has contributed to numerous
events, programs, and projects.

“Michele’s outstanding work within
Gateway CERH and the community is a
source of great pride for us, and we warm-
ly congratulate her on this honour,” shared
Dan Stringer, Chair of the Gateway Board.

Gateway CERH celebrates Michele’s
achievements and is proud to have her as a
board member.

According to Gateway, her dedication,
volunteerism, and exemplary leadership
have strengthened the organization’s work
and Michele continues to inspire all of
Gateway to aim higher.

For more information visit

www.gatewayruralhealth.ca

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Michele Young-Melady received her Recognition Award on November 17 in the Goderich

Council Chambers.
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Salvation Army’s Christmas
Kettle Campaign Runs Until

Christmas Eve

GODERICH SUN STAFF

info@goderichsun.com

Running through to Christmas Eve, the
annual Christmas Kettle Campaign for the
Salvation Army launched in mid-Novem-
ber and aims to raise $80,000.

With Christmas Kettles located in stores
around Goderich, Clinton and Kincardine,
the locations accept Tiptap donations in
addition to cash.

According to the Salvation Army, peo-
ple can donate using a debit or credit card
at any time, even if there is no volunteer
standing next to the kettle.

Money raised during this campaign
stays local and helps fund vital programs
serving people in need in the community
throughout the whole year.

Funds assist people with food, shelter
and clothing, including winter coats for
both adults and children to help them stay
warm during the cold season.

This year, the Salvation Army Suncoast
Citadel celebrated 140 years of service

| A HURON COUNTY |
CHRISTMAS CAROL |

¥  ADAPTED BY
GIL GARRATT

WITH ORIGIN

in Goderich and continues to fulfill their
mandate of giving hope today to meet the
increasing needs of the community.

According to the Salvation Army, last
Christmas, there was an 18 per cent in-
crease in need. The Salvation Army dis-
tributed 337 Christmas Hampers and 246
Toy Hampers, and it is expected to in-
crease again this year.

Captains Joe and Donna Ludlow, Corps
Officers of The Salvation Army Suncoast
Citadel in Goderich are grateful for the
community and people’s continuous gen-
erosity, as well as the countless volunteers
who help make this campaign possible.

Over 1,100 volunteer hours are needed
to make this campaign possible, and The
Salvation Army needs more Christmas
Kettle volunteers.

For more information or to register as a
volunteer, Joe and Donna Ludlow request
interested individuals to drop by The Sal-
vation Army at 303 Suncoast Drive East,
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. or call 519-891-
0127.

MUSIC B L JOHN POWERS

_

FEATURING

RANDY HUGHSON, GEORGE MEANWELL,
1] KINCARDINE’S BRONTAE HUNTER

& GOLDIE GARRATT AS TINY TILLY

BLYTH

FESTIVAL

I S —

1.877.862.5984

0000000092

Saturday & Sunday - 2pm & 7pm
Weektlay shows - 10am, 2pm & 7pm |
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Baby Alexander
Mary Alexander
Jacob Allen
Ken Irvine Allen
Britanny Anne Arsenault
Christian Eugene Asnong
Eugene Gerrard Austin
Vincent Austin
Hafiza Bachan
Luke Ball
William Robert Baltessen
Bob Barker
Christopher Michael Basden
Gregory Franklin Bauer
Cole William Sheldon Baxter
Cindy Bazinet
Robert Bedard
Armand Bedour
Leonard Bedour
Teresa M. Bedour
Justin Ray Bell
Susan Darlene Bell
Arnold Bell
Baby Berg
Terry Berlett
Rita Bette
Kristie Ann Bird
Donna Bissett
Jeff Bissett
John Bissett
Mary Bissett
Cindy Bissett-Elphick
Jeremy Daniel Black
Adrianne Borchardt
Maisey Blake Boucher
Faith Ann Boutilier
Dalton Boyce
Danny Boyce
Larry Boyce
Josh Boycott
Keith Brautigam
David Allen Bregman
Gordon Bregman
John Brindley
Kim Brindley
Olive Brindley
Robert James Brindley
Ron Brindley
Laura Britton
Laura Broudley
Jack Brower
Amg Nicole Brown
Shelley Brown
Janette Brown-Bird
Diane Buchanan
John Buchanan
Philip W. Bugler
Joe Burbine
Marie Burbine
Dana William Burroughs-Falconer
Arthur Burt
Grant William Taylor Cairncross
Faye Victoria Caldwell
MNelson Caldwell
Trent Caldwell
Isla Devin Campbell
Krista Lynn Campbell
Catherine Carlisle
Lynn Carlisle
Bruce Carrick
Evelyn Carroll
Howard Carroll
Paul Carroll
Shelley Anne Carver
Gail Caswell
Harold (Abe) Chase
Krystle Chase
Yvonne Chase
Evelyn Christensen
Gunnar Christensen
Steven Paul Clarance
Art Clark
Bunny Clark
Jack Clark
Athena Marie Cliff
Elizabeth Ann Cliff
i Patricia Louise Cliff
Maria Colavecchia
Jo-Anne Collins
Mya Anne Collins
Judy Lynn Cooks
Anne Corran
Brittany Lynn Courty
Aaron Cousin
Darlene Crawford
Carlotta Crossey
Bernice Davidson
Herb Davidson
Ryver Tobi Emile Dawson
Gayle Delmage

An

ol Tree

'N.2025

A time to remember those we are not able to spend time
with this holiday season.

Matthew David James Dinning
Frances Doak
Michael John Dobie
Matt Driver
Colleen Dryburgh
Joanne Ducharme
Paul Duckworth
Jasper Elzinga
John Elzinga
Lena Elzinga
Angela Elizabeth Everatt
Elsie Farrell
Robert Farrish
Donald John Fee
Luisa Ferreira
Pete Fielder
Lucas Kinahan Fields
Patricia Anne Fincher
Ricci Fischer
Doug Fisher
Jared Douglas Fisher
Colin Matthew Flynn
Christine Elizabeth Freriks
Douglas Fuller
Violet Fuller
Lara Catherine Garriock
Cassandra Louise Garth
leffrey Gauley
Steven Gauley
Dane Mark Gaynor
Gerry Gaynor
Matthew John Gaynor
Melvin Matthew Gaynor
Thelma Gaynor
Leon Gaynor
Leon Gaynor
Baby Genovese
Kassiani Gergolas
Dean Kenneth Gibson
Bill Goddard
Bob Goddard
Don Goddard
Keith Good
Reg Good
Desmond Thomas Gerard
Grydanus
Natalie Joyce Guest—KeIIT
Yvonne Marie Haggitt (Willis)
Ron Hamilton
Ron Hamilton
Radley Harrison
David Hartin
Nikita Hartin
Stephanie Amanda Heinbuch
Byron Curtis Henderson
Stephanie Lea Henry
Sue Hines
Suzanne Hines
Betty Hiusser
Brian Hiusser
Cathy Hiusser
Keith Hiusser
Patrick Louis Hogan
Shirley Howe
Elsie Hulley
Colby William Humphrey
Charles Hunter
Joan Elizabeth Hunter
Steven Hunter
William Brett Hunter
Jamie Lynn Ingham
June Ingham
Roy Wilfrid Insley
Ruby Insley
Wilfrid Insle
Jordan Marie Ireland

Gaeten Jacques
Pauline Jacques
Lucas Jeffery
Tanya Rae Jeffery
Larry Johnston
Sylvia Johnston
Brenda Johnstone
Michael William Jones
Shirley Keller
Robert John Kennedy
Terry Kennedy
James Russell Kernighan
Melody Kerr
Donna Kerr
Janet M Kerr
John Kershaw
Aleena Khatib
Angel Arlene Kinahan
Shaniece Nadine Kinahan
Laura Grace King
Ronald Douglas King
Laura Grace King
Michelle Lindsay King Pezel
Justin Knight
Marilynn Knudsen*
Brittany Lynne Knutson
Dorie (Oke) Kelkman
Rita Kossayan
James Brent Krusky
Ashton Kurlek
Mary Kyle
Kelly La Jeunesse
MNorman Laberge
Bryan James Lamb
Zac Lamb
Don Larder
Eleanore Larder*
Brian Layton
Vanessa Eileen Marie Layton
Baby LeBrun
Samuel John Leddy
Walter Lipski*
Lillian Lynn
Audrey Karin MacAdam
Christopher "Chuck"” MacAdam
Lucas Benjamin MacAdam
Sean Paul Joseph MacCormack
Heather Lynne MacDonald
Rod Eldon Maclennan
Timothy MacLennan
Chad Leslie MacVicar
Haryln Madge
John Maize
Lori Maize*
Sarah Aileen Mann
Jean Marlatt
Aaron Masse
Kalvin Massenhoven
Mark Rae Mathers
Glen "Rae"” Mathers
Mark Christian Mathieson
Sandra Lynn Mathieson
Chris McAdam
Ronald McCartney
Terry McGuire
Jerry Mcintosh
Everlee Rose McMeekin
Austin Reed McPhee
MaryLou Melick
Robert Melick
Joanna Christine Carroll Menzel
John Meyers
Jannette Middel
Emily Milley

Bill & Phyllis Million
Alexander Ryan MiltenburgTimothy
Reis Miltenburg
Alf Mitchell
Bob Mitchell
Eldon Montgomery
Mildred Montgomery
Nicholas Roger Moore
Michael Moran
Ron Moran
Tom Morris
Ella Rose Moulton
June Lorraine Munroe
Donna Murray
Jennifer Elizabeth O'Brien
Thomas Keith O'Connell
Ken Irvine Oke
Ruth Eileen Oke
Vicki Oke
Esther Oliver
Ella Claire Papple
Judy Parks
David Glen Patterson
Jim Pentland
Craig Perkins
Joyce Pierce
Janet Pollock
Elysia Veronica Popiez
Barry Presseault
Timothy Prevett
Gary James Rawn
Gregery Arthur Reed
Lesley Rego S5a
Lorie Lynn Richards
Mark Robert Richards
Patsy Richards
Lucas Ringuette
Thomas loseph Ringuette
Connie Luana Robertson
Jim Robertson
Scott Vaughn Robertson
Cory Robertson
Ena Mae Roetcisoender
ichelle Yvonne Ruby
Donna Rutledge
Yorkton Somers Ryan
Brendan Safr
Edward Sallows
Angela Salvati
Tyler Santucci*
Tattyanna loyce Schare
Sherry Lynn Schweitzer
Eric Robert Scott
Iris Marie Sedore
Sabrina Shannon
Howard Trent Shobbrook
Michael James Sinclair
Ron Smith
Jamie DaleSmith
Audrey Sovie
Baby Spink
Delmar Sproul
Isabel Sproul
Mathew Ronald Sproul
Ronnie R. Straughan
Andrew Strome
Bruce Sully
Isabel Sully
Louvain Swan
Shane Beaner Taylor
Andre Teraa
John William Hugh Thompson
Annette Tolsma
Betty Tolsma
Craig Cameron Tousignant
Natasha Cecelia Trebish
Karl James Ulch
John Vanderhaar
Baby Walker
Warren Watt
Baby Blake Webster
Julia Weverink
Dakota Paige Wheeler
Pete Whetstone
Glen Wightman
Charlene Ann Williams
Gerald Williams
Darci Lee Williams Branton
Shawn Williamson
Marie Wilson
Crystal Lynn Winters
Gerrit Wisselink
Sydney Wood
Milo Wood
Karla Wood
Brittany Dawn Wormald
Shane Derek Worsell
Jonathan William Charles Wraith
Jennifer Louise Wylie
Brandon James Robert Young
Baydon Yundt

2
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Are you a grandparent raising a
grandchild in Huron-Perth?

Join our peer support group
for grandparent caregivers

Connect with other grandparents in similar
situations, find additional community supports,
and learn current parenting information
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‘A Huron County Christmas Carol’ at Blyth Festival Offers
Local Twist to Classic Tale of Hope and Reflection

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

‘A Huron County Christmas Carol’ has
returned for the third time to the Blyth Fes-
tival stage, bringing a local touch to the be-
loved Dicken’s classic.

Where in a Christmas Carol, Ebenezer
Scrooge is a miserly old man who despises
Christmas, in ‘A Huron County Christmas
Carol’, it is 2025 and Scrooge is buying all
the feed mills from Windsor to Tobermory,
Lake Huron to the Ottawa River.

With billions in the bank and Ontario’s
farmers under his thumb, Scrooge sits on
his riches and refuses to give a dime to help
those less fortunate.

Yet, like the classic, on Christmas Eve,
Scrooge is visited by three ghosts to warn
him of the consequences of selfishness. Will
Scrooge learn the value of compassion and
generosity, leading to transformation into a
kinder person?

Directed by Gil Garratt, ‘A Huron County
Christmas Carol’ is chock full of live music
by local songwriter John Powers.

“The music is amazing,” remarked Gar-
ratt.

“The musical numbers are full of local ref-
erences to Goderich, Clinton, and Vanastra.
One of the most popular songs in the show is
‘The Prettiest Girl this Side of Holmesville’.
Audiences love feeling this deep sense of

1'.

Kevin Talbot

BROKER OF RECORD

connection, as it widens the story for us.”

According to Garratt, from the black-and-
white film version with Alastair Sim to the
The Muppets’ Christmas Carol movie, ev-
eryone has a favourite version.

“As I observed my children watching
these classics, I was moved to set the Christ-
mas classic in rural Ontario, so local fami-
lies can get right into the story,” explained
Garratt.

“Growing up, every Christmas movie I
ever saw was set either in London, England
or New York City. As far as I understood it
as a kid, Christmas took place somewhere
between the chimney sweeps and the Ma-
cy’s window displays. I wanted to push back
on that.”

Garratt adds that the play stays true to the
heart of the story, the feelings, the sensa-
tion, its joy, charm and humour.

Yet, it’s rife with recognition.

This Blyth Festival production is not Ebe-
neezer Scrooge in mutton chops and a top
hat. This is a Scrooge this community will
recognize — Scrooge in a branded ballcap,
an incredibly wealthy titan of agri-business
who doesn’t believe in giving to local chari-
ties and supporting the community.

The people in his life are all recogniz-
able as well — his nephew Fred is a small-
scale organic farmer, Bob Cratchit works in
the mill office and is underpaid and over-
worked, the ghost of Christmas Present is a

BROKERAGE

REALTY INCORPORATED
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Khrista Kolkman Tammy Patterson Deb Penhale
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Your Experienced Realtors 519-524-4473 talbot

diner waitress.

According to Garratt, the adaptation
doesn’t just relocate the story, it embeds real
local history.

For example, the Christmas party in
Scrooge’s past at Fezziwig’s is reimagined
as a Saturday Night Barndance broadcast on
CKNX in Wingham.

Scrooge’s childhood in Goderich is spent
overlooking the harbour before the salt mine
was built, back when trains still ran over the
Menesetung Bridge.

While retaining the classic moral arc of
redemption, charity and community, ‘A
Huron County Christmas Carol’ is framed
around modern rural economics and social
issues, giving it a contemporary vibe.

“A lot of what Dickens was writing about,
the have and have-nots, are still very much
with us,” Garratt remarked.

“In some ways, it’s even more pro-
nounced.”

By making Scrooge a feed-mill tycoon
who has bought up as many mills as he can,
and now wields power over farmers, this ad-
aptation draws on real economic and social
tensions in rural Ontario.

Scrooge is cornering the market, building
a monopoly and he has the farmers under
his thumb.

“The show resonates with farmers them-
selves, or folks who have friends in farm
communities, that feel the daily stress as-
sociated with issues of consolidation, inde-
pendence and precarious commodity pric-
ing,” added Garratt.

“This adaptation of the Christmas clas-
sic reminds people in farm communities
that they’re not alone and it ends on a really
positive note, filled with joyous affirmations
about the human condition and hope.”

Garratt reiterates that where record levels
of disparity are only growing, this is the sto-
ry the community needs. It is a story that
reminds us why we are called on to live in
community with each other.

Additionally, Blyth Festival opened the
door to great theatre and to helping locals
in need through United Way Perth-Huron
(UWPH) for one special performance.

On Wednesday, December 3, during
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Keeping You Independent
MERRY

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

the kick-off preview of ‘A Huron County
Christmas Carol’, for every ticket sold, $5
has been allocated to support United Way’s
Northern Huron Connection Centre at St.
Paul’s Trinity Anglican Church in Wing-
ham.

“The Blyth Festival is passionate about
telling our local stories,” added Garratt.

“United Way’s Northern Huron Connec-
tion Centre is a great local story when it
comes to offering caring, safety and sup-
port across the county. We’re proud to help
where we can.”

The centre is a welcoming, safe space for
the community’s most vulnerable. It pro-
vides a space to rest, access basic needs,
healthcare services, identification assistance
and partnerships with CMHA Huron Perth,
providing important services and supports
under one roof.

According to UWPH, last year there were
834 total visits to the centre and 27 people
were housed.

Garratt explains this partnership was
more a symbolic gesture, tying art directly
to a real, social issue, aligning the spirit of
the play to giving back, and supporting the
community.

In a record-breaking year for attendance,
Blyth Festival attracted many newcomers to
the region through plays developed by Ca-
nadian playwrights.

Within 90 minutes of Blyth there are
many other theatres offering Broadway hits
and Shakespeare, so there is an abundance
of choice.

Garratt says the fact people are recogniz-
ing the value of fostering original Canadian
theatre in Blyth is inspiring.

“Our local adaptation of ‘A Christmas
Carol’ is a natural season closer because it
brings families together for warmth, reflec-
tion and local solidarity,” added Garratt.

Catch ‘A Huron County Christmas Carol’
at Blyth Festival, as it will continue to run at
the Blyth Festival Theatre until December
21.

Runtime is two hours and 10 minutes, in-
cluding intermission.

For full showtimes or ticket prices visit
https://blythfestival.com/
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ST MARYS
566 Queen St. E.
St Marys, ON N4X 1A4
Phone: 519-284-4348
Toll Free: 1-833-645-5287

STRATFORD
305 Romeo St. S.
Stratford, ON N5A 4T8
Phone: 519-271-6700
www.actionhealthcare.ca
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o 4 WE ARE STILL YOUR STORE
CC#€% & FOR GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS!
ALL Ty Brand 259/, The Road to Goderich Hues and Cues
Plush Toys OFF by Linda McQuaig Board Game

SAVE $5.00

Ages 8+
3 to 10 players

Great Lake v

Hoodies - AKES jREAT

sAKES 7 ‘:\E.T.uunnﬂ.cl}ln 2 .,
$59l99 J ) " | l ?E;&-ﬂ&ﬂmt

Every Day
Price

Available in sizes small to XXL

SUPER SOFT!

New Design
1/4 Zip Lake Huron

Sweater e Rede Hoodies
$49.50 (MUASDR BN 544.99

Price - o ’
Available in sizes small to XXL R d Available in sizes small to XXL

Book of Lives: A THE BLACK WOLF FINAL ORBIT THE SMILING LAND
Memoir of Sorts by Louise Penny by Chris Hadfield by Alan Doyle
by Margaret Atwood PN

New Arrival .
Goderich =i

SAVE B@*" SAVE

20% L 20%

$36.00 $32.00 fumerell $31.20 Bl $29.56

Reg. Price Reg. Price H‘E‘ !J rl t LD Reg. Price i el Reg. Price
$45.00 $40.00 $39.00 $36.95

Rewcnder

Please REDEEM your Downtown

14 Finchers Gift Cards by
g Dec. 30, 2025. e GODERICH
Our last day open will be Tuesday, . y .
December 30, 2025 until 5 p.m. Sale prices in effect.lintil

www.finchers.ca
All exchanges or returns MUST be completed by Tues. Dec. 30, 2025. Sorry, no exceptions December24, 2025
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DOMESTIC BOTTLE OF BEER S}OIII.Y
WITH I'III!CIIASE OF/FOOD .

490 Huron Rd , Goderich o %4519+ 524 ‘5 )14
wly\gw.blzma!eom

o

/(TVE APPLIANCE CENTRE

dales and Service Since 1335

URC

—

MANY
BLACKSTONE
& TRAEGER
QS IN STOCK

272 Huron St., Clinton, On
519-482-9414
www.grovestv.com

PART II BISTRO

TUESDAY TO SATURDAY
11:30AM - 2PM

: Ip éoiv swea
. PJisiwe ha‘e ev;gythmg you
need i\ the wmtertseason

162 The Square | GODERICH
519.524.7232

{3 Like us on Facebook!
www.schaefersladieswear.ca

Boston Plzza Goderlch Offers
More than Just Great Food

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

Swet Gandhi grew up helping his parents with their
respective businesses, which grew into a passion of
wanted to own his own business one day.

That dream is now a reality, as Gandhi and his wife
Riya have taken over the ownership of Boston Pizza
in Goderich.

“We did lots of research before making the decision
to buy the Goderich location,” admitted Gandhi, who
had seen more than 10 other Boston Pizza locations
around the country.

Yet the way that former owners Carolyn and Laura
ran the place, impressed Gandhi.

“We were also looking for a town where we can say
is our home,” Gandhi said.

“We did not want to move again, anywhere. I see
lots of opportunities in Goderich.”

After graduating with a Bachelor of Pharmacy from
the University of Pune in India, Gandhi moved to
Canada in 2017 for further studies.

Gandhi completed a Pharmacy Technician course
from Fleming College in Peterborough. After gradu-
ation, he was given an opportunity to work at Dairy
Queen in Fernie, British Columbia in 2018. He worked
as Owner/Operator until August 2023.

Gandhi’s wife Riya Patel has a similar educational
background. Patel worked with Walmart Pharmacy as
well as Loblaw’s Pharmacy. She is a Registered Phar-
macy Technician in British Columbia and worked for
Elk Valley Hospital for more than two years.

from the preparation of
your culinary delights to
presentation.
The Culinary Boutique in

the heart of Downtown Goderich.
34 Courthouse Square, Goderich

519-612-1919

“It was my dream to own a full-service restaurant,”
added Gandhi.

“Boston Pizza is the number one casual dining
restaurant in Canada, and I see lots more opportuni-
ties in the future with this franchise.”

It’s not just good food and excellence service of-
fered at Boston Pizza Goderich. Gandhi and Patel of-
fer a plethora of events to draw residents and tourists
into their establishment for more than just food.

Boston Pizza Goderich often hosts live music on
Saturday evenings, trivia nights on Mondays, as well
as wine and paint nights, comedy nights and karaoke.

“We are excited to be a part of Goderich and look
forward to work in all aspects where we can help the
local community,” remarked Gandhi.

This holiday season Boston Pizza Goderich is of-
fering a deal. When buying a $50 gift card, you can
get a free $10 promo card, adding a little extra cheer
for you or someone special.

This offer ends December 31, 2025, and is available
in-restaurant only.

In October, Boston Pizza Goderich underwent ren-
ovations, adding a massive TV for sports viewing,
and a touch of something local, with photography
throughout the restaurant of local spots and land-
marks.

For a nice meal, or to get together with friends on
trivia night, or to catch the big game, Boston Pizza
Goderich offers it all.

For information on Boston Pizza Goderich visit
https://bostonpizza.com/en/localtions/goderich.html
or find Boston Pizza Goderich on Facebook for deals
and updates.

FIREHOUSE

e« SUBS
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United Way recruiting
new volunteer tax-filers
for upcoming season

GODERICH SUN STAFF

info@goderichsun.com

United Way Perth-Huron (UWPH) is
looking for community members to vol-
unteer in local tax clinics for the 2026
season.

According to United Way, volunteer
clinics are powerful community initia-
tives that help support seniors, newcom-
ers, students and those receiving income
from social assistance programs.

UWPH Director of Community Impact
and Research, Kristin Crane, volunteer
tax clinics are one of the most direct
ways to help neighbours struggling with
affordability.

“Filing taxes enables households to get
the refunds and benefits they’re entitled
to, which can make such a big differ-
ence,” explained Crane.

“Supporting that process is an im-
mensely rewarding volunteer opportuni-
ty.”

According to United Way, in 2024,

Lifesaving
technology,
made from

the Ring of Fire

1,780 returns were filed through the pro-
gram in Huron and Perth counties, gar-
nering an estimated $4.8 million in re-
funds and benefits for local households.

Volunteer tax filers work alongside lo-
cal organisations to file taxes for individ-
uals with modest incomes and simple tax
situations.

The CRA provides tax-filing software,
training and funding for supplies.

“For anyone with some experience and
comfort with computers and paperwork,
this is a great way to give back,” added
Crane.

“If you use online banking or have ever
filed your own taxes online, you can play
a valuable role helping others.”

Crane explains that clinics across the
region need volunteers to maintain their
services and expand to serve new com-
munities. South Huron needs more vol-
unteer support for tax-filing season.

To learn more about volunteer-
ing with tax clinics, please wvisit
perthhuron.unitedway.ca

There's an area in Northern Ontario
rich with critical minerals, the ones
needed to build essential technology

like medical devices.

Learn more at ontario.ca/RingOfFire
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Huron Perth Public
Health recognizes World
AIDS Day on December 1

GODERICH SUN STAFF

info@goderichsun.com

World AIDS Day is a global movement
uniting people in the fight against HIV and
AIDS. Since 1988, December 1 has served
as an occasion to honour the memories of the
more than 44 million people worldwide who
have died due to AIDS-related illnesses since
the epidemic began.

World AIDS Day also raises awareness
about prevention, treatment, and the impor-
tance of addressing the stigma.

One common source of misinformation and
stigma is how HIV is transmitted. You can’t
get HIV from casual contact, such as shaking
hands, hugging, or sharing food and drinks.

HIV can only be transmitted through direct
contact with specific body fluids that contain
enough of the virus to cause infection, such
as blood.

Importantly, antiretroviral therapy (ART)
has transformed the lives of those living with
HIV by lowering the amount of HIV in the
blood to undetectable levels.

According to Huron Perth Public Health

PROTECT
ONTARIO

(HPPH), those individuals can live healthy
lives and won’t transmit HIV to others.

“It is estimated that over 65,000 people are
living with HIV in Canada,” said Julie Berg-
man, public health nurse at HPPH.

“With current medical advancements,
these individuals can expect to live long and
healthy lives.”

HIV can affect anyone, regardless of age,
sex, gender or race. Community members
can access free HIV testing by appointment
at HPPH sexual health clinics.

Bergman added that misinformation and
stigma continue to pose barriers to HIV elim-
ination efforts.

Red scarves, knitted and donated by local
knitters, adorned parking metres and benches
in towns across Ontario to raise awareness of
World AIDS Day.

For more information about the Red Scarf
Movement and to get involved, visit www.
redscarf.ca

To learn more about services offered, or to
make an appointment with HPPH, visit www.
hpph.ca/sexualhealth

Ontario @
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Heubner-Ridder
Veterinary Hospital

Wishing you a furry and
festive Christmas filled
with wagging tails and

warm cuddles.

376 Bayfield Road, Goderich, ON

519-524-8287
https://mypetsvet.ca

Have your
chimney inspected
and cleaned
by a certified
professional at

- least once a year.

Huron Flre laces

Electric Fireplaces Gas Fireplaces Wood Fireplaces

308 Huron Rd, Goderich, ON
519-955-2503
WWW.HURONFIREPLACES.COM

519-482-9521
Clinton Chapel
153 High St., Clinton

519-524-1221
Bluewater Chapel
201 Suncoast Dr., E., Goderich

www.falconerfuneralhomes.cont
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Wishing Everyone a Merry
Chnstmas and Blessed New Year!

Werm Holidoy Withes/

All your trading card| [ ~"." * Annuals

MTG :"I‘d !lobpbvkneeds! =B\ VA % Perennials
agic, Fokemon, AL Shrubs & Trees
Lorcana, Star Wars, i‘%mousm@mm I Hanging Baskets
GAMES Board Game_s and ’Pv/\ _
accessories (] % Custom Pots

% Bulk Mulch
33849 Church Camp Rd., Goderich
519-524-6874 | birchcreekacres @gmail.com
www.birchcreekgreenhouse.com

Order ahead at MTGNorth.ca

for in-store pickup or worldwide delivery!
144 Courthouse Square, Goderich
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Wishing you a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

SUNCOAST CAR WASH

153 Suncoast Drive East, Goderich | 519-524-2645

Goderich Co-op Gallery <
Wishing you a joyful | .Y
holiday season!

from the Artists of the
Goderich Co-op Gallery
Thank you for supporting local art!

gcgallery.ca nm
54 Courthouse Square, Goderich

Al Around The Hotise:

: »ﬁé%"?ﬁ%ﬁé' '

' ]
hanks to all our customers for: shopping local this year'l l

32 Court House Sq., Goderich « 519-524-4181 = =

Fisher Glass & Mirror

Complete Glass Service.
Residential & Commercial

224 Suncoast Dr. E., Goderich, ON
519-524-7312 | www.fisherglass.ca

)

Happry Holidayy
SUNCOAST
FEN T A L

Season’s greetings and since'réft.ligﬁlzs for
your trust this year.

OTTEWELL LYNN FROOK

ALWAYS WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! T
Family Dentistry, Implants, Dentures, Crown and Bridge, Sedation Dentistry b
22 Nelson St E, Goderich - 519-524-9996
Unit 05- 397 Bayfield Rd, Goderich | suncoastdental.ca | 226-227-6453 = www_ﬂ,f",,:gw_com
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Thank you fnr trusting us with
your eye care,
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68 West 5t, Godern o
E . E 519-524-7251 MERRY NOEL REINDEER
. 90 Albert St, Clint JOY CHEER SANTA
%I 519-482-3677 PEACE FESTIVE STOCKINGS

238 Josephine St, Winghan HOLLY SNOWFLAKE CAROLING
226-422-2020

1|0|1 )| E

huronoc.com

JOLLY TINSEL WONDER

_ HThe Maple Leaf Chapter |IODE Goderich -
g g.i‘sh you'a Merry Christmas and a prosperous
New)Year. We sincerely thank:you for, supportmg

% our,Op Shop and ongoing community- dlrected

fundraising endeavours.
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Jokes That Sleigh!

\
How much
What do
Il What kind of currency =~ does Santa pay to
fﬂﬁmﬁg?ca do they spend in the park his sleigh?

North Pole? Nothing, it's on the house!

Chill-dren

Jingle bills

What do you call
a reindeer with
bad manners?

-
What did the

elf use when he

sprained his ankle?

Where does Santa
keep his money?
The snowbank

\A candy cane g Rude-olph D

WE HOPE YOUR
CHRISTMAS
IS FILLED

\ § WITH JOY AND
k. WARMTH .4

i -1-..

Merwey Cheistinas to all the Ljolfers out therel

tA-‘ .F!- X .if’

GAS = Fnap.nus = AsC -
Servmg Goderlch and area smce 2003

360 Cambridge Street, Goderich | 519.525.6669
mrheatncool@hurontel.on.ca

Highway #21, 7 km North of Goderich, ON
519-524-8047

www.sunsetgolfclub.com

Unscramble
These Christmas Words
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MACHKAY CE SENIORS

TWO LOCATIONS
10 Nelson St. East, Goderich 519-524-6660
78 Albert St, Dungannon 519 529-3189
mackaycentre@hurontel.on.ca

May your season be ~ g |
merry, bright, & filled :
with beautiful smiles.

Happy Holidays from

F ! ?\’1.1|‘Lct R%HUJI'(' D-“zt‘i'
Cxcellent Care, xcept Lanng
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Gateway Receives Donation from Goderich Zehrs to
Support Meaningful Rural Community Initiatives

GODERICH SUN STAFF

info@goderichsun.com

Gateway Centre of Excellence in Rural
Health (CERH) visited Goderich Zehrs on
December 1 to receive a donation valued
at $500. The donation was presented to
Gateway CERH by Zehrs Store Manager
Jim Bissett.

According to Gateway, Goderich Zehrs
has been a generous donor of the rural
health research organization for several
years.

This donation will continue its mission
to enhance access to care, connection, and
support throughout our rural area.

According to Dan Stringer, Board Chair,
the donation reflects a shared commitment

to improving the health and well-being of
individuals and families in our rural com-
munities.

“Their support allows us to continue re-
search, services, and expand opportunities
for those who rely on us,” shared Stringer.

“This contribution will directly support
Gateway CERH in advancing our work
and creating meaningful, lasting impact
across our rural community.”

Gateway CERH remains deeply grateful
for the continued support of the communi-
ty, donors, and partners who believe in the
importance of improving the health and
quality of life of all rural residents through
research, education, and communication.

For more information visit www.gate-
wayruralhealth.ca

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE
EDITOR TO US!

CALL 519-655-2341 OR
EMAIL info@goderichsun.com

Check
Ontario 511
and know

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Goderich Zehrs donated $500 to Gateway, in support of rural community initiatives. (L-R):
Nyden Greenfield, Alexa Hugill, Jim Bissett (Zehrs Manager), Karrisa Overholt, Ava Fitzger-
ald, and Dan Stringer.

Before getting behind the

wheel, check Ontario 511 for

before you

go

Get local road updates at ontario.ca/511

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

real time local updates on
showplows, driving conditions
and road closures.

Ontario @
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The Sound of Christmas: Local Choirs Brighten the
Holidays with Carols, Hymns and Fundraising

PAMELA CLAYFIELD

Sun Correspondent

There is something about music
that we all relate to, and the holi-
day season is never complete with-
out the sound of carols and hymns
echoing through our churches and
community spaces.

Several choral groups are bring-
ing their voices together to cele-
brate Christmas bringing audienc-
es together to take the time to sit
and listen.

On November 30, there were two
offerings in the area. The MacK-
ay Choristers joined forces with
the Goderich Laketown Band for
the Sound of Goderich concert at
Lakeshore United Church.

Featuring special guests like the
Lyrica Harps, this event blended
instrumental and vocal traditions,
offering audiences a rich tapestry
of seasonal sound. Admission was
by donation, with proceeds sup-
porting local music initiatives.

The same day, I was fortunate to
travel to Northside United Church
in Seaforth where The Harmony
Kings brough their Christmas con-
cert to the stage with other barber-
shop groups from the same region

# MERRY
CHRISTMAS

Wishing you the very best
b the New Year

Lisa Thompson
MPP - Huron-Bruce

lisa.thompsonco@pc.ola.org ® lisathompsonmpp.ca

including London's Men of Accord,

Woodstock's Undercover Mix, and [*

Strathroy's A Capella Connection
all to raise funds for the Seaforth
Foodbank.

They covered carols, hymns and
even pop songs like Mary Did You
Know before they all joined to-
gether on the risers.

If you missed those events, don’t

worry, there’s more coming up so

mark your calendars for The Hu-
ronSong Chorus. They are per-
forming their annual Christmas
concerts in both Seaforth and God-
erich.

United Church in Seaforth then
again December 22 at Lakeshore
United Church in Goderich. Audi-
ences can enjoy a program of fes-
tive choral highlights.

Admission is by freewill dona-
tion, with proceeds supporting
Artemis (formerly Huron Women’s
Shelter), making each performance
not only a celebration of music but
also an act of community care.

Whether you attend to hear a fa-
vourite carol or to support a wor-
thy cause, the gift of music is one
that resonates long after the final

On December 17 at Northside [l

(PAMELA CLAYFIELD PHOTO)
The Harmony Kings, London's Men of Accord, Woodstock's Undercover Mix, and Strathroy's A Capella
Connection.

v
e

Aoy Faditogs!

Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for 2026! We are grateful

for your support in our mission to improve rural healch.

GATEWAY

Centre of Excellence
in Rural Health

r*‘v(:) Q

fhriends at (fateway
%&/?/b%ww el Flealt,

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR TO US!

CALL 519-655-2341 OR EMAIL info@goderichsun.com
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AND
~HAPPY NEW YEAR

Chrlstmas

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

We wzsh you all a very Merry Christmas and a healthy and
prosperous 2026!

HOLIDAY HOURS

Wed. Dec.24 8 a.m.-5p.m. Wed. Dec. 31 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Thurs. Dec. 25 CLOSED Thurs. Jan. 1 CLOSED

Fri. Dec. 26 CLOSED Fri. Jan. 2 8 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Sat. Dec. 27 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. Sat. Jan. 3 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.

I-I o 112 Courthouse Square
Goderich

n J I\
Pharmacy Where trusted experience and good health meet...

DedJager Town Square
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Steve and Mary’s on the Square to Host Last-
Minute Christmas Market at Goderich Legnon

ALEX HUNT

Sun Correspondent

A last-minute  Christmas
Market will be hosted by local
restaurant owners Steve and
Mary Bruce on December 20.

As Steve and Mary share their
excitement for the upcoming
Christmas market debut at the
Goderich Legion, vendors are
encouraged to stay and sell to the
crowd at the Legion’s Saturday
night meat draw.

The market will feature 30
vendors, selling a variety of
wares such as handcrafted items,
blankets, baked goods, soap and
candles.

“This is our first time do-
ing this. I want people to leave
knowing they’ve found some-
thing special, a handcrafted,
local Christmas gift made right
here in the community,” said
Steve Bruce.

“A lot of these vendors are tak-
ing time away from their fami-
lies to be here, and they’re doing
it to bring some good energy to
the market and help keep it go-
ing.”

Steve and Mary recently held
their Home for the Holidays
event at the Goderich Legion on
December 2. With the help of
volunteers, community partners
and staff, the restaurant fed 205

(CONTRIBUTED PHQOTO)

Steve Bruce at Steve and Mary’s on the Square, presenting their Goderich Tourism Hospitality and Business

Award.

locals inside, gave out 35 takeout
orders, and handed out 31 toy
hampers for families.

Locals were fed with a free
turkey dinner and were greeted
with a visit from Santa and the

EXPLORE

WITH
Angela Leggatt

Travel Advisor

ATLAS
& HELM

TRAVEL CO.

519 440 1526 | angela@alashelm.ca

TREVELLO TICO #5002657
3465 Rebecca St, Suite 202, Oakville, ON L6L OH3

Grinch.

“To all the people who donated
food, toys and cash to turn into
more food and supplies for fami-
ly homes,” said Bruce.

“What a great community

showing support for one another
and caring. Words cannot show
the appreciation needed to thank
all the volunteers who donated
their time to care for others. We
could not do this without you.”

WE ST WAWANO'S

MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

58 Hamilton St. Goderich

The Christmas Market will
run from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. on
December 20.

Bruce provided a special
thanks to Platinum Sponsors,
Randy and Laurie Carroll, Roy-
al Canadian Legion Goderich,
Jockey North America Inc.,
Blake Street Bakery, and Kim
and Travis Teed for the live per-
formance.

Steve and Mary opened their
restaurant in November 2019 and
were able to stay afloat during
the pandemic after careful plan-
ning and keeping budgets tight.

Since starting the business, the
married couple has brought deep
values of giving back to the com-
munity.

Steve and Mary’s on the Square
opens its doors to become a
warming station for Goderich’s
Coldest Night of the Year Walk,
where they provide soap and col-
lect donations. Steve and Mary
are also on the Legion executive.

“We’re not doing this for any
other reason than it’s simply the
right thing to do. It’s important
to stay involved in your commu-
nity, to give back when you can,
and to help keep it strong and
healthy,” said Bruce.

“When everyone contributes
in their own way, it creates a
sense of connection and care that
makes a real difference.”

H

wwmic.com
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Goderlch Legion Branch
109 Supports Gateway
CERH with Generous

Donation of $5,000

ALEXA HUGILL

Sun Contributor

Last week Gateway Centre of Excel-
lence in Rural Health (CERH) visited the
Goderich Legion Branch 109 to receive a
donation valued at $5,000.

The support provided through this
donation is instrumental in Gateway
CERH’s mission. It ensures that we can
continue delivering high-quality pro-
grams and research that support seniors
and veterans, while also exploring new
initiatives that address our community
needs.

“It’s great to be able to continue our
support for Gateway CERH,” reflected
Randy Carroll, President of the Goderich
Legion Branch 109.

“Our partnership has gone a long way
to helping us offer our veterans and se-

niors within the community an opportu-
nity to educate themselves, meet people,
and learn new things.”

Karissa Overholt, Operations Manager
of Gateway CERH, also shared her per-
spective on how this donation will bene-
fit the community and advance Gateway
CERH’s ongoing efforts.

“This donation reflects a shared com-
mitment to improving the well-being of
our community,” Overhold said.

“With this donation, Gateway CERH
can continue growing our programs and
making a greater impact within the com-
munities we care deeply about.”

Gateway CERH remains deeply thank-
ful to the Goderich Legion Branch 109
for their ongoing dedication and gener-
osity, which helps us advance our mis-
sion and expand the impact of our work
across the region.

s W i e Mo
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Goderich Legion Branch 109 donated $5,000 to Gateway last week (L-R): Laurie Carroll, Al-
exa Hugill, Nyden Greenfield, Dan Stringer, Michelle Miller, Randy Carroll and Donna Allen.

Mutual Funds Provided By

Goderich Taxi expands
services to bring festive
delights to locals

ALEX HUNT

Sun Correspondent

Paul Good, owner of Goderich Taxi, is
booking time slots for people interested
in enjoying an evening Christmas light
show.

Good encourages each rider to provide
a donation for the local food banks but
will still give a free ride if people aren't
able to give.

Good said that food banks are always
looking for support, especially around
this time of year.

“Some of our older residents live alone
or in retirement homes and don’t always
get the chance to experience Christmas
the way they used to,” said Good.

“I thought it would be a wonderful idea
to bring people together from across the
community for an evening event, so ev-
eryone can share in the holiday spirit."

Christmas light rides will be offered
every Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. until Dec.17. Good
will take riders and visit the various
Christmas light displays around town.

“There are a lot of individuals in town
who don’t have a vehicle, and it’s a long
walk to check out the lights,” added
Good.

“I'm really looking forward to seeing
the happiness it brings to people who
take part. Everyone deserves to feel joy,
especially at Christmas. I love helping
others, and this is just another way to
spread the word that these taxis are here
for anyone who needs them.”

Good said that he can accommodate up
to four people per vehicle but can fit up to
seven riders in a van. A couple of Good’s
staff have also volunteered to take riders
for a light show.

“l want people to be able to enjoy
Christmas, the lights, the atmosphere.
All while also supporting a good cause
so more families can be fed this season,”
said Good.

“One father called me recently asking
if he could book a ride just so he could sit
back and enjoy it with his kids instead of
driving, and that’s exactly what this is all
about, creating those moments together.”

Good says that it would be great if he
could raise a couple of hundred dollars
for the food banks, but he won’t complain
if it goes up to a thousand.

He added that he would like to do an-
other community initiative this spring.

To book a taxi ride to see the town’s
Christmas lights, call Paul Good at 519-
440-9634.

| |
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Paul Good, owner of Goderich Taxi is offering rides around town to see the Christmas

lights.
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Trail Talk: An ()de to the Trees and Forests in our Region

PATRICK CAPPER

Sun Contributor

Glen Carey was a Maitland Trail land-
owner since the trail was formed. He was
well known for his love of trees and for
many years at the closing ceremonies of
the Goderich Celtic Festival, he read his
ode to the trees.

I thought it fitting that I should feature
trees in this Trail Talk column.

Larry Cornelis in Trees Forests and Na-
ture wrote, “If you could do only one thing
for our natural environment, it should be to
plant an oak.”

An urban forester’s recommendation
was that you should plant a tree of a differ-
ent species to those next to it.

Both people agreed that all the trees
should be native ones.

Native oaks support 450 species of but-
terflies and moths; their caterpillars are an
important source of bird food.

Ginkos on the other hand, although very
hardy (some survived the atomic bomb
blast in Japan), support very few insects.

The most common oak in our area is Red
Oak, the most famous one is the Heritage
Oak on the Sifto Loop, which began life
around 1780.

The next most common oaks in our area
are Burr (or Bur) Oaks and White Oaks.
There are also some Swamp White Oaks
(e.g. in the Mitchell Urban Forest and
Goderich square), some Chinquapin Oaks
(Chinkapin) one is in the Goderich Court-
house Square and there are a few in our
garden.

There are also Pin Oak, Shingle Oak and
Scarlet Oak in Courthouse Square, but I
don’t know of any other local ones. En-
glish Oaks are non-native, and there are
some in our garden and one in the God-
erich Courthouse square.

Shumard (Swamp Red) Oak and Black
Oak are Carolinian oaks so may grow in
our area, but I am not familiar with either
of them.

Disappointingly two fatal fungal diseas-
es, Oak Wilt and Sudden Oak Death syn-
drome are spreading in Ontario. Foresters
recommend having a mixture of species,
as you never know what might cause a big
die off species.

Most of us know of the problems of
Dutch Elm Disease, Emerald Ash Borer,
and Spruce Bud Worm, which have dev-
asted elms, ashes and spruces.

Before 1930 the American Chestnut was
one of the most important forest trees until
Chestnut Blight, introduced from Japan,
destroyed virtually all mature Chestnut
trees.

A windfall on the Mavis Trail.

A windfall on the Bayfield Woodlands Trail.

A driveway of Autumn Blaze Maples
may look lovely, but one day there may
be something that kills them and then the
driveway has a row of dead trees.

The Maitland River Valley is at the most
northerly edge of the Carolinian zone.
Trees such as Hackberries, American Syc-
amores, Tulip Trees, Ohio Buckeyes, Paw
Paws, Kentucky Coffee trees, Black Tupe-
los and Chinquapin Oaks are at, or close
to, their northerly limit here

You may well have come across a wind-
fall across a trail recently due to some
strong winds. The Maitland Woods had in
the order of nine trees across the trail, the
Maitland Trail volunteer chain saw crews
had a busy day on Tuesday December 2
clearing all of these, before moving on to
work on the windfalls on the Millennium
Trail.

I noticed windfalls on most of the trails
I have recently been on, but surprisingly
both the Bannockburn Tract and the Front
Road Trail did not have any. This is de-
spite the Front Road Trail having over 100
dead pine trees.

This is the season when it is very easy to
eat too much, and a good way to reduce the
extra weight gained is to get out and hike
or snow-shoe on the many forested trails
in our area.

You will also have the benefit of enjoy-
ing the restoring effects of being out in our
natural environment.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
to everyone whether you hike, walk or
can’t get out.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

NOTES:

The Menesetung Bridge
across the Maitland River
at Goderich is scheduled
to be reopened on Satur-
day, December 13.

Saturday, December 20
at 9 a.m. - Hike the Mait-
land Trail and the Robert-
son Tract trails for about 1.5
hours. For more information
and to confirm your atten-
dance, please contact Susan
Ethelston at susan.cthel-
ston@gmail.com. This is a
Level 1, moderate to brisk
paced hike - some uneven
surfaces.

Friday, December 26 at 1
p.m. - Hike or snowshoe the
Hullett Sugar Bush Trails
for about 1.5 hours. Meet

hohday cheer and clear your head by join-
ing us on our traditional hike/snowshoe
depending on the weather at the Falls Re-
serve Conservation Area.

Dress according to the weather condi-
tions.

For special parking information and post
hike get-together info, registration is re-
quired.

To confirm your attendance, please con-
tact Faye Ribey at fribey@hurontel.on.ca
or 519 524-2070 or Wendy Hoernig at
w.hoernig@gmail.com or 519 525-6976.
This is a Level 1-2 hike with some inclines,
moderate paced hike 1 — 1.5 hours. On this
occasion only, we have permission to hike
beyond the recent more restricted route.

Tuesday Trompers meet at 9 a.m. on
Tuesday to hike for about an hour. If you
wish to be on this email list, send an email
to mta@maitlandtrail.ca

Midweek hikers meet at 9 a.m. and
hike for 1.5 to 2 hours on Wednesdays
and Thursdays. Contact Patrick Capper at
pcapper99@gmail.com

Flow Tai Chi
Mon, Wed, Fri

for beginners

with Tanya
MacIntyre

&

12 -12:30

Goderich Martial Arts

I55 Anglesea Street

$10.00 per class

at 80602 Wildlife Line. For
more information and to
confirm your attendance,

please contact Patrick at ,,_‘3'
pcapper99@gmail.com i
Thursday, January 1, §

<

2026, at 1 p.m. - Falls Re-
serve Wear off some of the

,‘}t.h Fth-,-g
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HuronSong Chorus Announces Two Christmas
Concerts in Support of Artemis Huron’s Programs

GODERICH SUN STAFF

info@goderichsun.com

One of Huron County’s most beloved
community choirs will present two highly
anticipated Christmas concerts this De-
cember in support of Artemis Huron, the
new name for the Huron Women’s Shelter.

The shelter has been providing essential
services to women and children affected
by gender-based violence since 1985.

HuronSong Chorus, led by longtime
choir director Deborah Bailey, brings to-
gether 80 to 90 singers from across the

region, united by a love of choral music,
community and giving back.

“Our singers come from all walks of
life, some with musical training, many
without, but every one of them brings pas-
sion and joy to the music we share,” said
Director Deborah Bailey.

“HuronSong is a rare blend of music and
friendship, and our concerts reflect that
warm spirit.”

Now celebrating its 17th season, the Cho-
rus began as a small group of 12 friends in
Egmondville and has since grown into a
vibrant musical tradition that draws sing-
ers from Goderich, Clinton,
Bayfield, Seaforth, Exeter,
Grand Bend, Zurich and be-
yond.

Since choosing Artemis
Huron as its primary ben-
eficiary 15 years ago, Hu-
ronSong has raised over

D
/7 N\
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31,2029
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MARY'S OTS

<
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RETROSPECT

$108,000 to support the shelter’s critical
services.

Each year, singers pay their own season
fees to cover operational costs, ensuring
that 100 per cent of audience donations at
the concerts go directly to Artemis Huron.

“We are deeply grateful to HuronSong
for their ongoing generosity,” said a
spokesperson for Artemis Huron.

“The dedication of volunteers, sing-
ers, and community leaders like Debo-
rah have helped raise tens of thousands
of dollars over the years. These concerts
have become a cherished community tra-
dition, and we are so appreciative of this
long-standing partnership.”

Artemis Huron offers emergency shel-
ter, crisis support, counselling, group pro-
grams, and transition services for women
and children fleeing or recovering from
gender-based violence.

HuronSong’s mission is to sing beauti-

fully, build community, and give back.

The Chorus is supported by a dedicated
group of volunteers and community part-
ners, including the Goderich Print Shop
and local churches that have offered re-
hearsal space over the years.

HuronSong currently rehearses at Lake-
shore United Church in Goderich, accom-
panied by Louise Dockstader.

The Chorus will host its Seaforth con-
cert on Wednesday, December 17 at 7:30
p.m. at Northside United Church, featur-
ing guest soloist Mary Paige St. Onge.

The second concert in Goderich will
take place on Monday, December 22 at
7:30 p.m. at Lakeshore United Church fea-
turing Suncoast Brass Quartet.

Admission is by donation. All proceeds
collected at the door by Artemis Huron
staff and volunteers directly support Ar-
temis Huron’s programs for women and
children across Huron County.

On November 25 the club had nine ta-
bles, directed by Rob McFarlane:

1st — Brian Reeve and Graham Yeats —
63.89%

2nd — Shirley Thomas and Tom Ra-
jnovich — 59.95%

3rd — Cal Scotchmer and Evy McDonagh
—56.71%

4th — Joyce Zimmerman and Margaret
Blackie — 56.25%

5th — Joyce Mcllwain and Kay King —
56.02%

6th/7th — Garth Sheldon and John Da-
vies with Marj Stuart and Terry Fry —
54.40%

On December 2 the club had eight ta-
bles, directed by Rob McFarlane:
1st — Doug Elliott and John Archbold —

Goderich Duplicate
Bridge Club Results

62.20%

2nd — Greg Bowman and Michele Han-
sen — 59.52%

3rd — Kay King and Joyce Mcllwain —
57.44%

4th — Graham Yeats and Brian Reeve —
56.55%

S5th — Brenda Blair and Pat Lewington
—56.25%

6th — John Davies and Garth Sheldon —
55.95%

The Goderich Duplicate Bridge Club
wishes all its members a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year.

- Goderich Sun

GIVE THE GIFT OF LOCAL
NEWS THIS CHRISTMAS!

Contact us at

granthavenmedia@gmail.com

to order a gift newspaper subscription
or treat yourself for 2026!

Annual subscription to
Goderich Sun
only $53.33 + HST = $56.00
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Young Canada Week Began its Journey into the 2000s
on a Positive Note to Uphold Storied Traditions

RICHARD MADGE

Sun Contributor

The Goderich Lions Young Canada Week
(YCW) hockey tournament started its jour-
ney into the 2000s on a very positive note.

Success of the 50th anniversary celebra-
tion in 1999 provided a solid foundation for
the tournament’s future.

The event upheld its storied tradition, ce-
menting its reputation as one of Canada’s
premier minor hockey showcases.

Luminaries such as Jean Beliveau, Walter
Gretzky, Marcel Dionne, Ron Ellis, Wal-
ter Tkaczuk, Rod Seiling, Jim McKenney,
Nick Libett, Dennis Riggin, Pat Stapleton,
and those with local roots including Paul
Henderson, Larry Jeffrey, Gary Doak and
Jeff Denomme bridged the gap between the
grassroots of peewee hockey and the profes-
sional game.

For the Town of Goderich, YCW was a lot
more than just a hockey tournament. It was a
living tradition about community, resilience
and shared joy.

YCW would continue to be a cornerstone
of the town’s identification. Local business-
es thrived during the week while families,
friends and alumni returned each year to re-
live old memories and create new ones.

Before a large opening night crowd the
Goderich Lions peewees opened the 2000
tournament with a 2-0 shutout win over Lon-
don MHA.

Goalies Dylan Jacobs and Dean Daer
shared the shutout, while James Gartshore
and Mike Moody scored the goals.

East Middlesex won the AAA crown, East
Gwillimbury took the AA title, Owen Sound
the A and South London won the B honours.

Dorchester won the C championship by
beating Lucknow 4-3 in overtime and Zurich
went home with the D title.

An ad in the YCW News invited the play-
ers to see a live reptile show at the Suncoast
Mall.

At the 2001 tournament, co-chairs Don
Johnston, Kevin Meriam, Ron Takalo and
George Zolob paid tribute to the volunteers,
ice sponsors, meal preparers, the volunteer
referees and the chuck-a-puck and mountain

bike draw sponsors.

Champions for the 2001 tournament in-
cluded Waterloo, Georgetown, Chatham,
London MHA, Forest and Lucan.

In 2002, mother nature played a role with
teams being storm-stayed or unable to at-
tend.

On championship Saturday, the winners
were: AAA Central Ontario, AA Milton, A
Essex, B New Hamburg, C Tavistock, and
D Lucan.

Don Johnston was again a co-chair.

In 2003, Don’s wife Linda dropped the
puck at the opening ceremonies in memory
of Don who had died recently in an industri-
al accident.

Mayor Deb Shewfelt and MC Clem Wol-
terbeek spoke glowingly of Don’s dedication
to YCW and girl’s hockey in Goderich.

Linda was also presented with the Nova
Scotia plaque by YCW co-chair Ron Takalo.

Co-chairs in 2003 were Lion Harold War-
ren, a member of the Goderich Flyers Ontar-
io Junior C Championship team of 1945.

The championship teams in 2003 includ-
ed AAA Huron-Perth Lakers, AA Milton,
A Saugeen Shores, B Mooretown, C South
Huron and D Paisley.

It was in 2004 that the Maitland Recreation
Centre opened, giving the tournament a new
outstanding facility, and along with Memori-
al Arena, two ice surfaces to work with.

This made room for the addition of a girl’s
division, and this remained a feature of
YCW for the next 13 years.

The Goderich Sailorettes, coached by
Kevin Austin, were the girl’s division cham-
pions in 2004 and won the Don Johnston
Memorial Trophy.

The Meriam family presented the Ashley
Meriam Memorial Trophy to the runner-up
Woodstock squad.

At the opening ceremonies in 2004, the
puck-drop guests were Carlyle and Marilyn
Bannister. Marilyn was recognized as one of
the YCW’s greatest fans.

In 2005, Local League teams were added
to the tournament for the first time.

Bill Beacom, a former referee-in-chief and
Ken Crawford, the current referee-in-chief,
presented the Huronia Most Sportsmanlike

Team Trophy to the Goderich Local League
Sailors.

In 2006, the Stratford Warriors Minor Pee-
wee team wrote praising the YMCA’s out-
standing features and told how they enjoyed
their time at the local bowling alley. They
praised how helpful the local Ford dealership
had been to them when they needed assis-
tance.

In 2007, the Goderich Minor Hockey As-
sociation played a big part in the organiza-
tion of the tournament, and the level of play
seemed to go up a notch. Perhaps that was in
response to Canada winning the gold medal
in the ITHF World Championships the same
year.

In 2008, the 59th YCW, the Goderich Li-
ons won the runner-up trophy in the B Di-
vision.

The AAA winners were the Kitchener Ju-
nior Rangers, while Lambeth Lancers won
the B Division defeating Goderich 6-2.

Chace Duckworth and Jake Lapointe
scored the Goderich goals.

Ridgetown won the C Division, and
Durham won the D title, while Chatsworth
defeated the Goderich Sailorettes for the
championship title in the girl’s division.

It was in 2009 that YCW celebrated its
60th anniversary.

The Celtic Blue Highlanders piped in the
celebrities, which included Lion President
Bill Vanstone, co-chairs Ray Allin and Ter-

ry Worsell, MP Ben Lobb and Mayor Deb
Shewfelt.

Several players from the first YCW in 1950
were introduced, and one of them, Fred Bu-
chanan, dropped the puck in the ceremonial
face-oof involving his grandson Luke Fraser
of the Goderich Lions team.

The Lions won the consolation trophy in
the B division in 2009, and the Sailorettes
lost the consolation final in their division.

As the preparations for the upcoming 75th
anniversary tournament in March 2026
continue to move ahead, certain details are
emerging.

An invitation is extended to anyone with
special memories of past tournaments to
submit them to “YCW 75 Years of Memo-
ries’.

During the 75th anniversary tournament,
the Hockey Hall of Fame will have trophies
on display, along with interactive exhibits
and plans are now progressing for an exhibi-
tion game between a YCW alumni team and
the Toronto Maple Leafs alumni team.

It’s clear that as years progressed, the tour-
nament continue to grow and evolve, but one
thing has remained a constant. This legend-
ary tournament has continued to be a success
due to the constant support of the communi-
ty, from local businesses to dignitaries, and
volunteers to fans of the great tournament.

Next column we take a look back at what
the YCW tournament brought in the 2010s.
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Christmas 1965: How I remember Chrlstmas in the 196()s

DAVID YATES

Sun Contributor

In 1965 Goderich, if it could not be
had on the Square or from the Eaton’s
or Simpson’s catalogues, Santa was not
bringing it.

Post-war affluence beamed from every
page of in the December Goderich Signal
Star.

Yet, the Christmas Spirit was still very
much alive in Goderich as the multitude
of church and school concerts, nativi-
ty scenes, Christmas charity events and
carol singers can attest to.

Sixty years later, Christmas 1965
evokes feelings of nostalgia for those
who remember it.

There is no doubt that post-war Cana-
da, and Goderich, was in a period of rap-
id change.

For the elder generation, Christmas-
tide was a religious tradition for family,
church and modest gift giving.

According to the 1961 census, virtually
every Canadian claimed some religious,
almost exclusively Christian, affiliation.

Although few could know it in 1965,
church and Sunday school attendance in
Canada peaked by the early 1960s.

For the generation that grew up during
the Depression and fought the Second
World War, their children — the ‘baby
boomers’ — life was never better.

Yearly wage increases were good and
prices were low. Most ‘baby-boom’ par-
ents could afford to shelter their children
from the hardships they experienced
growing up.

Most children expected to find more
than one present under the Christmas
tree.

By the early 1960s, it

Huron
Hospice

was not just the family
Christmas tree adorned
with coloured lighting.
Canadian Tire on North
Street sold 25-foot strands
of outdoor electric light-
ing for $6.39. A floodlight
with red, green, pink, yel-
low, blue or transparent
bulbs were $3.44.

In December, as ex-
cited school children in
Goderich’s three public
schools and one separate
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respective Christmas Assemblies, they
might have been talking about the tele-
vision premier of A Charlie Brown’s
Christmas that debuted on CTV affiliates
CKNZX or CFPL on December 9, 1965.

Before cable came to Goderich in 1973,
it would have been almost the only show
they would have watched. Some of them
would have watched their favourite car-
toons on colour television sets.

The cartoon perfectly A Charlie
Brown’s Christmas illustrated conflict
between the difference between the
Christmas season and the crass commer-
cialism all around them when the Pea-
nuts gang bedeck Charlie Brown’s twig
of a Christmas tree with Snoopy’s gaudy,
over-done, doghouse display.

The episode ended with the singing of
traditional Christmas carols. Since 1965,
it has justifiably become a television
classic ever since.

It countered the Signal Star’s mes-
saging that the Christmas commercial
season was on when it announced in a
full-page ad announced that ‘Goderich
Merchants are Ready for Christmas. It’s
Santa’s Big Day!’

Santa Claus came to Goderich on Sat-
urday, December 3 where he gave candy
and gifts for every child who saw him at
the Fire Hall on the corner of West and
Waterloo streets. Even rural children
were invited to the parade event spon-
sored by the Mayor and Town Council.

As Santa’s sleigh, perched in the back
of a fire truck passed along the parade
route, mail carriers took the many letters
bearing children’s Christmas wish lists.

Before driving to the malls in the city
and online shopping, buying local or
from the catalogue was the only w ay to
shop.

Breckenridge’s Toyland on the Square,
carried a great selection of traditional
toys for boys like Lionel Trains, Dinky
toys and the last year of lead toy soldiers.

Girl toys included a wide selection
of dolls and prams. Toboggans, board
games, hockey equipment, and wagons
had sportier appeal.

At Blackstone’s on West Street, doll
carriages ranged from $9.95 to $19.95. At
Canadian Tire, Ruthie Dolls were selling
for $3.22 each and Lil Beaver Trucks ‘for
boys’ went for $3.66.

Fortunately, for local children, the Ea-
ton’s and Simpon’s catalogues mailed out
in October arrived with plenty of time
to pore over the expanded toy sections
[1965 was the last Christmas for Eaton’s
large size catalogue].

Indeed, the most popular girls’ toy in
1965 was the Barbie doll retailing for just
over $3.00. In 1965, Midge Sherwood in-
troduced as Barbie’s best friend in 1963
outsold Barbie’s boyfriend Ken Carson.

The Barbie range also came with a
mod, hip array of clothes and accessories
from the era.

Dolls were not just a girl’s thing in
1965. G.1. Joe, America’s Movable Fight-
ing Man, was the top seller in the Eaton’s
catalogue.

Other war toys like molded plastic
army men, Monkey Division helmets and
weapons, Dinky and Leslie armoured
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(GODERICH SIGNAL STAR, DECEMBER 16, 1965
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North Street United Church Christmas Pag-
eant ‘He Comes’ was a highlight of the 1965
Christmas season in Goderich.
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Canadian postal stamp for Christmas, 1965.
vehicles topped the lists of most popular
boys’ toys in Christmas 1965.

The 1965 Christmas season also in-
troduced the Easy-Bake Oven, Mystery
Date Game and troll dolls.

Teens and parents may have been more
interested in Rivett’s Christmas special
on a Philips High-Fidelity stereo cabinet.
The cabinet version housed a 12-inch
turntable; the novelty of a tape recorder,
AM-FM stereo, knob and push button
tuning board blaring out stound on two,
eight-inch and two, 12-inch speakers.

The wood finished stereo cabinet even
CONTINUE TO PAGE 34
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O Hearinglife

H° LIDAY
 SAVINGS |

COMPASS

MINERALS

N\ y 4 Save up to

. . on the Iates’i:earlng aids

for a joyous holiday season 0% financing
and a safe new year! for 12 months

No credit checks or hidden fees

([ J
Proud producer of the Sy brand Get started with a FREE hearing test

Proudly serving the community for over 10 years!

Goderich Clinton
394 Huron Road, Unit 3 89 Albert Street
1-888-451-9915 1-888-451-9943
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Book online HearingLife.ca/Holiday

*A comprehensive hearing assessment is provided to adults ages 19 and older at no cost. The results of this assessment
will be communicated verbally to you. Depending on the province you're located in, an administrative fee may apply if a
copy of an Audiological Report is requested. Child hearing tests are conducted at select locations for a fee, please contact
us for more information. Offer not applicable for industrial hearing tests. Up to $2,100 off offer expires on 01/31/2026.
Information within this offer may vary or be subject to change. Interest rates starting at 0%. Deposit may be required.
Borrower must be age of majority and have a Canadian bank account. Financing is available on select core-brand hearing
aids and at select HearingLife locations. Some conditions apply, see clinic for details. Offers not valid in Quebec. Value not
redeemable for cash. See clinic for details.
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Chrlstmas 1965: How I remember Christmas in the 1960s

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 32
had room for a record compartment and
retailed at $845.

Rivett’s also sold quality black and
white Philips Monitron television con-
soles at $279.95. The Philips TV was
advertised as truly dependable instant
sound and clarity of picture.

The unit price did not include rabbit
ears or antennae hook up that would
have been necessary to watch television
in Goderich in 1965. Over at Henderson’s
Book Store on East Street, one could buy
a pocket-sized transistor radio for just
$9.95.

At NT. Ormandy’s store, one could
buy a four-piece sterling silver place set-
ting for just $32.50 each. More modest
budgets could purchase a five-piece sil-

ver plated place setting for $10.

English bone cups and saucers could
be purchased for $1.99. Other practical
gifts that could be purchased at Wilf
Reinhart’s Appliance store were a West-
inghouse fridge for $199, television with
instant-on capability for $139 and a com-
plete washer/dryer set for $249.

For the gentleman Dad, Fincher’s
Smoke Shop carried a full line of pipes,
lighters, tobacco humidors, cigars, all
priced to suit your budget.

Yet, brand name toys, jigsaw puzzles,
Match Box Toys and Hobby Craft Mod-
els along with leather bill folds were also
available.

Squire’s Gifts, a curio shop located off
the Square on the Bayfield Road, was
carrying unique gifts from home and

abroad, selling Royal Doulton and deco-
rative plate and cup ware.

Despite its location, Squires was one of
the most popular gift shops in town.

It cautioned shoppers that there was no
mass buying so you may pay a little more
for something unusual, but isn’t it worth
it at this time of year?

By all accounts, Christmas 1965 was
a resounding commercial success as the
Signal Star headline proclaimed Christ-
mas Bonanza for Town Merchants on
December 30, 1965.

Yet, the highlight of the 1965 Christ-
mas season stayed traditional as North
Street United Church staged its Christ-
mas Pageant ‘He Comes’ on December
12.

The Signal Star described the ‘mu-

sic, acts of worship and of service, the
observance of family customs and tra-
ditions-all contribute a sense of deeper
meaning to Christmas’.

The sentiment was still undoubtedly
sincerely held but great changes were
coming in the latter half of the decade.

As this is my granddaughter Poppy’s
first Christmas, I hope that she will live
well into the 22nd century and look back
on a long life and reflect on how Christ-
mas has changed and remember that the
Christmas of 1965 is the first one her
grandfather remembers.

So, from the Yates family to yours,
we wish all the Goderich Sun’s readers
a Merry Christmas and a healthy, and
prosperous New Year in 2026.

Better Mental Health: Shifting Your Attention To Change How We Feel

TANYA MACINTYRE,
RED ROOF RECOVERY

Sun Contributor

Have you ever crossed paths
with someone who struck you as
rude, or downright inconsider-
ate?

Of course you have, we all
have.

Some days it can feel as though
the world is overflowing with
difficult people who seem deter-
mined to test our patience.

For many years, my world felt
exactly like that for me. Working
as a journalist spending my days
immersed in bad news, conflict

and crisis.

When you marinate in nega-
tively long enough, it’s easy to
believe that annoying and incon-
siderate people are everywhere.

I've come to realise that no-
body is inherently annoying.
People behave as they behave,
but the feeling of annoyance —
that flare of tension in the chest
and that quick spike of irritation
— happens within us.

The annoyance is not ‘out
there’. It’s generated inside, by
our own interpretation of the mo-
ment.

This idea can be uncomfort-
able, because it removes the
convenient option of assigning
blame. You might say, ‘you don’t
know what it’s like to deal with
this person. You didn’t hear what
they said to me’.

You're right. I don’t know the
details of your experience.

What I do know is that your
emotional reaction is happening
inside you. That simple truth
holds a remarkable amount of

power.

Life unfolds in our minds,
through the thoughts we think,
and the stories we tell ourselves.

Two people can live in the
same home, grow up in the same
family, and still recall entirely
different childhoods.

My sister and I are seven years
apart, and the childhood she re-
members sounds like it happened
somewhere else. Same environ-
ment, different perception.

This is why interpretations
matter. The stories we craft, both
consciously and unconsciously,
shape the reality of our lives.

When you say, ‘this person is
annoying’, you’re stating a story,
not a fact. Ask yourself — is there
another way to see this? That’s
when you step into your power.

Cognitive Behavioural Ther-
apies (CBT) teach us that our
thoughts create emotions, feel-
ings, and moods. Those emo-
tions, feelings and moods drive
behaviour.

If we want to change how we

PHYSI

h/whmg everyone i
\anda Happy New

4\\ y“‘”)

THERAPY

GODERICH

Dagny, Tim, Meghan, Valeria, Mahima, Kristen, Abby, Priya, and Joy

145 Huron Road, Unit 1, Goderich - 519-612-2345

www.physiotherapyalliance.com

wyopy Heliclays

At Orr Insurance & Investment,
we’re here to ensure your peace of mind
during the most wonderful time of the
year. Whether it’s protecting your home,
car, or business, we’ve got you covered
with personalized service and local

expertise you can trust.

feel, we start by changing our
thoughts and perceptions.

When we take responsibility
for our thoughts and perceptions,
we stop giving the world permis-
sion to dictate our peace.

We start choosing stories that
reflect who we want to be, rather
than stories that keep us stuck in
reactivity.

We can tell ourselves stories of
compassion instead of irritation,
curiosity instead of judgement,
abundance instead of lacking.

When we can shift our inner
story, the outer world responds in
kind, not because the world has
changed, but because we have.

What we focus on expands. If
we expect annoyance, we’ll en-
counter more of it. If we expect
goodness, we’ll notice the count-
less moments of kindness, grace,
and decency that were there all
along.

People will still behave unpre-
dictably. Life will still deliver its
share of challenges, but the only
part we ever truly control is how

You've Got Options

46 West St, Goderich, ON N7A 2K3 | Tel: 519-524-2664
www.orrinsurance.net

Insurance & Investment

we respond. That’s our domain,
that’s our freedom.

When we shit our perceptions,
even by a few degrees, we culti-
vate something far more power-
ful than momentary relief. We
cultivate an inner peace that no
external circumstance or situa-
tion can take away.

In the end, every experience
becomes a teacher, and with each
new story we choose, we can cre-
ate a little calmer, a little more
clarity, and a life that reflects the
peace we’ve decided to nurture
within.

Tanya Maclntyre is a certified
CBT Practitioner, Mental Health
Professional, and owner/opera-
tor of Red Roof Recovery.

DISCLAIMER: This content
is not intended to constitute, or
be a substitute for, medical di-
agnosis or treatment. Never dis-
regard advice from your doctor,
or delay in seeking it, because
of something you have watched,
read, or heard from anyone at
Red Roof Recovery.
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Goderich'Place

Memory Care at Goderich Place RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

WONDERFUL
NEW LIVING
OPTION
FOR THOSE .
DEALING WITH Yoy

ALZHEIMER'S

OR RELATED DEMENTIAS

* BEAUTIFULLY APPOINTED SUITES

> MONTESSORI APPROACH

* PROFESSIONALLY TRAINED STAFF

» INDIVIDUAL & GROUP PROGRAMS

MRTURING THE
WHOLE PERSON

AND CELEBRATING INDIVIDUALITY

i
LOCATED RIGHT INSIDE I ~

==

Call Jennifer Puckett
to Arrange a Tour

519-524-4243 xT 224 ASK ABOUT OUR MEMORY CARE WING /o
30 BALVINA DRIVE E., GODERICH www.goderichplace.ca
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Berea Lutheran Church
326 Gibbons Street, Goderich

www.berea-zionlcc.ca e bnz@hay.net
Rev. John Trembulak 519-524-2235,

(cell) 519-878-0327

Family Worship Service
2nd and 3rd Sunday of the Month
2:00 pm
All other Sundays of the Year
8:30 am
Facebook: @bereagoderich

G)/VW With %

RS + NGt
"
C-’ e BAPTIST CHURC Hj

Invite readers
to your worship
services.
Contact

info@goderichsun.com

YOU ARE INVITED!

This Sunday @ 10:00am
231 Bayfield Road
Goderich, Ontario

N7A 3G5

519-524-6445
www.chcgoderich.com

9 Victoriaw'S. N., Goderichv
519-524-7512

KNOX
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
Rev. Amanda Bisson
Livestream Services

Sunday at 10:00 am
Krnox Presbyterian Church Goderich - YouTube
Worship materials available online

www.peeweb.ca/knox-goderich

Thank you for your

continued support!

Coin-operated or Tap-to-pay with VISA, MasterCard,
Apple Pay, Google Pay and Debit. A bill changer is on site.

2395 Britannia Rd E, Goderich

Canadian newspapers are powered by
journalists, not Al. They check the facts
so you can trust what you're reading.

nationalnewspaperweek.ca

S

CANADA’S NEWS MEDIA

CHAMPIONS
® OF THE TRUTH
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Riddles

Why did Santa go to music school?
So he could improve his “wrap” skills!

What do snowmen eat for breakfast?
Frosted Flakes!

Why was the Christmas tree so bad at
knitting?
It kept dropping its needles!

What do you call Santa when he stops
moving?
Santa Pause!

Why did the ornament go to school?
It wanted to be a little brighter!

How does Rudolph know when
Christmas is coming?
He looks at his calen-deer!

Why was the showman looking through
the carrots?
He was picking his nose!

What do elves learn in school?
The elf-abet!

What do you call a cat on the beach at
Christmas?
Sandy Claws!

Why did the turkey join a band?
Because it had the drumsticks!

Sudoku

4 3 1 5
8 417
5 2 94
9 5 3
2 8 1
7
4 9,7 |2 3|5
716 3 2

Solutions on page 27

Featured Pets
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p
GUNNER & LUIGI

Their names are Gunner (the older
one with the black eye) and Luigi (the
younger one). They’re both Dogo
Argentino’s. They’re step-brothers.
Same father (Arubis, at least, | think
that’s how you spell it), different
mother.

Their year of birth is the same year we
first got each of them. 2017 for Gunner,
and a mix of 2019 (birth year) and 2020

(year we got him) for Luigi.

E
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Nominate your Pet of the Month by emailing info@goderichsun.com

Sponsored hy:
35400 Huron Rd., Goderich

519-524-5443
www.petvalu.ca

MERRY
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Email to inquire

OBITUARY OBITUARY

GORDON DOUGHERTY
August 21st, 1933- November 28th, 2025
Gordon A Dougherty, age 92, loving husband, father,
“Poppa” (grandfather and great-grandfather) passed
away peacefully on Nov 28 2025 at Southbridge Nursing
Home. Gordon is survived by his wife of 68 years, Yvonne
(Harris), daughters Lisa (Scott) Rivett and Janice (Dan)
Gregory. Loving Poppa to Ryan (Christy), Melissa (Joel),
Evan (Kayla), Mike (Courtney), Ken (Darian) and David
(Shannon) and great grandchildren Luke, Mason, Quinn,
Navy, Hayes, Spencer, Winston, Wren and Wade. Also
survived by brother Lorne Dougherty and brother-in-law
Steve Argyle and many nieces and nephews. Predeceased
by son Doug Dougherty, sister Mildred, and in-laws Jim
MacDonald, Jean Dougherty, Bill (Doris) Harris, Bob and
Betty Harris, Ken and Kaye Harris, Audrey and Walt Mot-
tershead, Grace and Glen Hodgins, Dianne Argyle and
Cathy Harris. Gord was born Aug 21, 1933 in Goderich
Ontario — 1 of 3 children to George and Florence Dough-
erty. Sheppardton was his home for 72 years, where he
farmed in both Colborne and Ashfield Townships. Gord
and Yvonne were married May 11, 1957. Farming was his
greatest passion and enjoyed the comradery of working
with neighbours, friends and family to plant the fields and
take the crops off. He was a familiar face in the red stake
truck, hauling cattle and pigs to Brussels Stockyards and
other destinations. Gord and Yvonne sold the farms and
moved to 62 Balvina Dr Goderich in April 2005. With re-
tirement from farming, more time was spent playing after-
noons and evenings of euchre and keeping an eye on the
comings and goings of Balvina Drive from his front porch
and lazy boy chair. We are deeply grateful to the many
caregivers that provided advice and assistance and looked
after dad during his final year — Dr. Stan Spacek, Diane
Murray and all of the staff of Southbridge Long Term Care
Home. Visitation was held from 12pm to 2pm Wednesday
Dec 3rd, the Funeral followed at 2pm, at McCallum &
Palla Funeral home, Goderich. Spring Internment. In lieu
of flowers, please consider making a donation to Alexan-
dra Marine and General Hospital or the Goderich Legion
Branch 109. Family and friends may sign the book of con-

dolences at www.mccallumpalla.ca.

Four in five Canadians
read newspapers weekly.

DAVID TERRANCE “TERRY” MILNER
David Terrance “Terry” Milner, born in London, Ontario,
passed away at Alexandra Marine and General Hospital in
Goderich on November 22, 2025.
He is survived by his daughter Sheila Elizabeth Mat-
thews of Goderich, and cherished grandchildren Cai Mat-
thews-Fanjoy of Guelph, Aaron Matthews of Kitchener,
and Norah Matthews of Goderich.
Predeceased by his former wife, Joan (Warnock) Milner,
and by his long-time partner, Marg Lowry, with whom he
shared many special years. Terry is lovingly remembered
by Marg’s daughter Maggie (Mike) Crane and is remem-
bered by Marg’s extended family, including Maggie’s
children, Chris (Dee) Watt of London and Cheri (Chris)
Carter and their children Sally and Luc of Goderich
Terry was predeceased by his parents Lillian (Barnes)
Milner and Floyd Milner of Wallaceburg, and by his aunts
and uncles Alfred Barnes, Mona Barnes, Mary (Barnes)
Martin and Orlah Martin, Walter Barnes, Dorothy
(Barnes) Skinner and Doug Skinner, all from the Walla-
ceburg-Chatham-Leamington area.
He will be remembered by his cousins Jim Skinner, Kathy
Skinner, Priscilla Aliperti, Robert Skinner, and Rose Skin-
ner, and is predeceased by cousin Judith Martin.
Terry was brother-in-law of Norma Jeffery of Goderich,
and uncle to Kim (Jim) Hesser of New Sarum; Mi-
chael Jeffery and Janice Fraser of Ottawa, Susan (Dave)
Glousher of Goderich, Jennifer Denomme of Goderich,
Lauren Matovina of Canton, Michigan; Sam (Cindy)
Cook of London; and Christine Cook of London.
Visitation was held at Lakeshore United Church on Mon-
day December 1, 2025, from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., with the
funeral service to follow from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
In lieu of flowers, donations to the Lions Club of Bayfield
are appreciated.

FOR SALE

Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears,
peaches, plums, sweet and sour cherries, apricots, nec-
tarines, blueberries, haskapp grapes, raspberries, elder-
berries etc. Lots of spruce, pine, cedars for windbreak
and privacy hedges. Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers ready to
go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon-Sat 7:00am
to 6:00pm

Martin's Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON
NOG 2XO0 (1 Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line)

RUN YOUR WORD
CLASSIFIED AD!
JUST $10 + HST PER EDITION

Contact:
info@goderichsun.com or
call 519-655-2341

info@goderichsun.com

MULHERN, MONA
With heavy hearts we share that Mona Mulhern, 83,
peacefully passed away on November 30, 2025, after de-
clining health due to bone cancer.
Beloved wife of the late James Joseph “Jim” Mulhern of
Goderich and loving mother of Sean (Amy), Brennan and
Erinn (Yan Gilbert). She will be missed by her grandchil-
dren, Marley, Ellie, Jake and Victoria as well as nieces,
nephews and relatives.
Born as Ramona Georgina Istrati in Cupar, Saskatchewan
to Nora (nee Topal) and William Istrati, Mona and her
mother moved to Regina after losing her father at a young
age. Mona excelled at school and graduated at the top of
her high school graduating class. She attended the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan, earning her BA in political science.
Working in eastern Canada and then at the YMCA in Cha-
tham, Ontario, she met a handsome young lad who she
often saw swimming laps in the pool there. This was to be
her lifelong partner, Jim. They were married and moved to
Goderich to raise their family.
Mona was a free-minded, exuberant spirit with vision and
drive; she saw the world through a creative, artistic and
insightful lens.
Mona became a visual artist when her family was young,
painting water colours at her home drafting table. She
lovingly dreamed up an imaginary world called “Serren-
wood”, named after her three young children: Sean, Bren-
nan and Erinn. She opened an art studio in Goderich on
Nelson Street.
Ever the visionary, Mona helped to start the first nursery
school in Goderich and was involved in many local caus-
es. In 1981, she pioneered the Art Kids program to help
young children and teens tap into their creativity and art
skills, teaching this program for many years. Mona was
also actively involved with one of the first art therapy pro-
grams in Ontario, working and helping abused children
through art and love.
Mona’s paintings were exhibited in several art galleries
across Ontario including Stratford, Blyth, London and
Grand Bend. She and Jim travelled annually to numer-
ous art shows and was a regular exhibitor at the Goderich
Celtic Roots Festival. Her works still hang on the walls of
many homes in Goderich and beyond.
We suspect Mona, “Mom”, “Granny Mona” has her heav-
enly art studio where she can dabble in endless colourful
creations and is dancing together with Dad in a lively jive
or two, filling the room with her distinctive laugh.
A special thanks to the expert doctors, nurses and many
other compassionate staff at the AMG Hospital, Goderich,
Ontario; Dr Jacinta Peel and and the health team in God-
erich and the kind nurses and staff at the Huron Hospice,
Clinton, Ontario.
On December 6, 2025, please join us for a Celebration
of Mona’s Life at McCallum and Palla Funeral Home in
Goderich from 1:30pm to 5:00pm in person or virtually.
Word’s of remembrance to commence at 3 PM. Please
consider donations to be made to the Huron Hospice or
the AMGH Foundation Fund for a new MRI machine in
Mona’s memory, thank you.
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COMING EVENTS

MACKAY CHORISTERS

On Thursday mornings from 9:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. at
Lakeshore United Church.

Looking for a choir family? Come join the MacKay Cho-
risters, Huron County’s daytime choir. Weekly rehears-
als every Thursday morning. For more information:
singers@mackaychoristers.ca

UKELELE STRUMMERS

On Thursday mornings from 11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. at Hu-
ron County Library in Goderich.

Drop in to learn and play the ukelele. All are welcome and
no experience needed. Admission is free.

LINE DANCE LOUNGE

On Thursday evenings at the Goderich Legion.

Grab your boots and join us every Thursday night for the
Line Dance Lounge with Ellie Montgomery.

Upstairs at the Legion at 7 p.m. Full bar and food available,
featuring all kinds of music. No cover charge.

TECH TIME

On Friday mornings from 11 a.m. until 12 p.m. at Goderich
Library.

Registration required. Book a 30-minute session to get help
with how to use library e-resources, your new device or
your email account. Admission is free.

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

On Friday, December 12 at Goderich Place from 10 a.m.
until 2 p.m.

Come join in a celebration of the season with local vendors,
Christmas treats, door prizes, crafts, and a chili lunch. Ac-
cepting canned goods for the Salvation Army.

Admission is free.

FREE SKATE

On Sunday, December 14, Sunday, December 21 and Sun-
day, December 28 from 3 p.m. until 4 p.m. at Maitland Rec-
reation Centre.

Sponsored by the Town of Goderich. Please no sticks or
pucks. Admission is free.

 Goderich Sun

Deadline: Friday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: info@goderichsun.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

GODERICH READS BOOK CLUB

On Monday, December 15 and Monday, December 29 at 10
a.m. at Goderich Legion.

Join us every two weeks to dive into a new book, share our
thoughts, and connect with fellow book lovers.

LOVE ON TAP: A ROMANCE NOVEL BOOK CLUB
On Monday, December 15 at East Street Cider from 6:30
p-m. to 8 p.m.

Calling all romance readers to join fellow enthusiasts to dis-
cuss captivating plots, swoon-worthy characters, and unfor-
gettable moments. Admission is free.

ENGLISH CONVERSATION CIRCLE

On Monday, December 15, Monday, December 22 and Mon-
day, December 29 at Huron County Library from 6:30 p.m.
until 8 p.m.

Make friends and practice speaking English while talking
about culture, family, food, movies, or anything you like.
Hosted by the Huron Welcome Hub for Newcomers.
Admission is free.

KNITTER’S CLUB

On Tuesday mornings from 11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. at God-
erich Library.

No registration needed. Knit, relax and meet fellow knitters
each week.

JAMMER NIGHT

On Wednesday nights at Goderich Legion at 7 p.m.

Grab your instruments, bring your voice, or just come to
enjoy the music. All levels and styles are welcome.

DEATH CAFE WITH HURON HOSPICE
On Thursday, December 18 at Huron County Museum from
4 p.m. until 5:30 p.m.

DAD/MALE CAREGIVER AND KIDS NIGHT AT
THE MUSEUM

On Thursday, December 18 at Huron County Museum from
6 p.m. until 7 p.m.

Calling all dads/males caregivers and kids, we have part-
nered with Rural Response for Healthy Children to host a
night just for you. This program features fun-filled activi-

info@goderichsun.com

ties, parent discussions and social time.

There will be tours of the museum and gaol, artifact and
exhibit activities. This program is provided free of charge
with funding from the Government of Canada.

Visit www.rrhc.on.ca to register online.

Dec. 18: All About Airplanes! (Please register by Dec. 17)

SMART RECOVERY MEETINGS
Hosted every Sunday from 11 a.m. until 12 p.m. at Red Roof
Recovery.

WELCOMING THE BAYFIELD ARTIST GUILD

On Tuesday, December 2 until Wednesday, December 31
(may close early on Dec. 31).

Opening reception is on Saturday, December 6 at 2 p.m.
Tuesdays to Saturdays from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. at 54 Court-
house Square below Elizabeth’s Art Gallery.

A CHRISTMAS CONCERT TO BENEFIT ARTEMIS
HURON

Join Huronsong Chorus as they present a Christmas concert
to benefit Artemis Huron, formerly known as Huron Wom-
en’s Shelter. Entry free by will donation.

Wednesday, December 17 at 7:30 p.m. at Northside United
in Seaforth

Monday, December 22 at 7:30 p.m. at Lakeshore United in
Goderlch

—FATTH HILL/G4EIM MEGRAW .

SATURDAYSDEC2

Tickets: winsepicliveca

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

The Community Calendar is for non-profit organizations to promote their free admission events at
no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location as well as a phone

number, email address or website.

have the following options:

If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, you

o Coming Events Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
o Coming Events Boxed Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
o Display Ad - Sizes begin at a classified business card size for $35 + hst

Email to inquire
info@goderichsun.com
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1. Apocalypse

2. Maui

3.1976

4. Swiss Cheese
5. Yellow

6. Gene Autry
7.1996

8. The eyes

9. Oslo
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10. The star of Bethlehem

YOUR AD HERE

PEST CONTROL SERVICES

THIS COULD
BE YOUR AD
HERE!
CONTACT US

FOR'M

PEST CONTROL

Protect your home from pests
year-round — spiders, ants, rodents etc.

huroncounty@trulynolen.ca
RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL * AGRICULTURAL

J"’h Fi tn,,

Counselling, Seminars, Training
For Better Mental Health

SHOP LOCAL.
SAVE LOCAL «

519-524-5052




Goderich Sun

From owr family to yours,
have a safe and happy holiday season.
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JOKEeY

www.jokey.com




