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Federal Conservative leader Pierre 
Poilievre made a rare stop in Oxford 
County at Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show 
on Saturday as the guest of Oxford MP 

Arpan Khanna.
Grant Haven Media was given an ex-

clusive interview with Poilievre before 
his speaking engagement and before 
trade talks with the Americans broke 
down. One of the topics covered was 

agriculture and how we as a country 
can become more self-sustainable in the 
sector.

“What we need to do is lower the cost 
burden on farmers to make them more 
competitive,” Poilievre said. “In Canada 

The townships of Wilmot and Wellesley 
now have a dedicated staff member tasked 
with finding opportunities to reduce green-
house-gas (GHG) emissions, conserve re-
sources and potentially save the municipali-
ties money through more efficient operations.

Sustainable Waterloo Region (SWR) ex-
ecutive director Tova Davidson introduced 
Steffen Knochel, the new sustainability man-
ager shared between the two townships, to 
Wilmot council at its Aug. 24 meeting.

The one-year position, hosted through 
SWR, was approved earlier this year as a way 
for the neighbouring municipalities to share 
sustainability expertise they did not have in-
ternally. Funding from Enbridge Gas covers 
half the $70,000 salary, while Wilmot and 
Wellesley are each contributing approximate-
ly $17,500. 

“It is a shared role with just a one-year idea 
of, ‘Let’s give this a try and see how we can 
make some real progress,’ ” Davidson told 
council.

Knochel, an architect and certified passive 
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Poilievre talks agriculture and housing 
during Oxford County visit
Conservative leader wants less taxes and red tape on farmers 
and homebuilding

Federal Conservative leader Pierre Poilievre speaks to a large crowd at Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show on Saturday. Poilievre granted the 
Gazette a 15-minute, one-on-one interview before the event.
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Welcome to 31 Stiefelmeyer Crescent. A triple-wide concrete driveway and walkway
lead you to extra-wide steps to a covered porch. Double-door entry opens to a
spacious main floor that has an abundance of natural light. The eat-in kitchen and
living/dining rooms have large windows overlooking the beautiful deck and backyard
- perfect for entertaining family and friends. The upper family room is bright and
cheery with a natural gas fireplace for cooler days. Spacious bedrooms all have fans
and large closets. The primary bedroom has a walk-in closet and 4-piece ensuite.
Two sitting rooms in the basement add family living space. The newer deck, made of
composite material, has a drink railing. The storage shed has electricity. Beautiful
perennial gardens and garden boxes. Call for more information. MLS#40855297
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today, we have a lot of government costs 
that other farmers do not face. The indus-
trial carbon tax on fertilizer, farm equip-
ment and food processing drives up the 
inputs to grow the food we eat.”

He added taxes on fuel make it more 
expensive to grow and ship food, as 
Canadians spend about 20 cents per litre 
more for gas and diesel compared to our 
American counterparts.

“We need to get rid of all those taxes; 
that’s the starting point. That would allow 
us to produce not just more food, but more 
fertilizer and more farm equipment at a 
lower price. There is also a lot of red tape 
CFIA (Canadian Food Inspection Agency) 
has imposed that really doesn’t help food 
safety.”

Poilievre also explained there are doz-
ens of regulations that apply to our pro-
ducers but don’t apply to their foreign 
counterparts.

“If these things were really necessary 
for safe food consumption, we wouldn’t 
let foreign farms and food processors go 
around the rules.”

Homelessness and the related issues of 
mental health and drug abuse may not be 
a direct federal issue, but the Conservative 
leader said there are two main reasons why 
they are such a problem in Canada.

“One is the cost of housing; the other 
is the drugs. The number one cost driver 
of housing in Canada is government. It’s 

taxes, development charges, fees, delays, 
permitting, zoning, land restrictions, then 
all of the consultants, lobbyists, lawyers 
and accountants you have to hire to com-
ply with an endless list of rules and regula-
tions that do absolutely nothing to protect 
our safety or our environment.”

He added Canada has the second-lowest 
rate of building permits of all 38 countries 
in the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) and 
has among the highest building taxes.

“We need to get rid of all taxes on home-
building. That includes no sales tax, no 
carbon tax on housing materials and lower 
taxes on the workers and companies who 
build the homes. Second, we need to in-
centivize municipalities through infra-
structure dollars to speed up permits, free 
up land and collect development charges.”

Poilievre also wants to see the federal 
building code changed to emphasize af-
fordability. When it comes to illegal drugs, 
he wants to see much stiffer punishments 
for dealers.

“Right now, when someone gets caught 
for trafficking meth or fentanyl, they get 
a slap on the wrist. I want life sentences 
for fentanyl dealers who sell more than 40 
milligrams. That’s enough to kill 20 peo-
ple. …You might as well take a gun and 
fire it into a stadium full of people because 
that’s how likely you are to kill somebody. 
It can stop someone’s breathing in three 
seconds.”

He also wants to see an end to safe sup-
ply programs across the country, calling 
them “hard production” rather than harm 
reduction.

“They call it safe supply; it’s unsafe sup-
ply. I want to scrap all those programs and 
put people in treatment and recovery pro-
grams. Conservatives are going to push a 
bill for mandatory drug treatment for peo-
ple who are arrested on possession of il-
legal substances. Not the dealers; they are 
going to go to the slammer and never get 
out. The victims should be put into treat-
ment programs to get them off drugs and 
turn their lives around.” 

Poilievre added no other country in the 
world is providing safe supply.

“If you go to Europe, you don’t see 
this. You don’t see people folded over on 
fentanyl in Spain, France or Germany. It 
doesn’t exist. They don’t do this kind of 
insanity. Our government is doing it to us, 
and we can stop it, and I will.”

When asked what he enjoys most about 
his job as federal opposition leader, he 
said he loves meeting with the incredible 
Canadian people as often as he can, includ-
ing many young employees at Stubbe’s 
Precast plant in Hickson.

“They have a lineup of people on that 
floor, 18 years old, who are building 
moulds for beautiful new homes, working 
with rebar and cranking out six million 
square feet of housing every single year. 
These kids are just unbelievable. Their 

work ethic, their brain power.”
Poilievre said the most frustrating part 

of his job is having a government in pow-
er he says isn’t worthy of the people it 
represents. 

“We have the most impressive popula-
tion in the world in terms of our values, 
our education. Yet the government is just 
not living up to their standards. It frus-
trates the hell out of me when I see the 
government screwing things up, prevent-
ing our kids from owning homes and let-
ting crime run rampant in our streets. If it 
weren’t so obvious what to do, I wouldn’t 
be so frustrated.”

Over 3,000 people attended the party’s 
community barbecue with Poilievre and 
other Conservative MPs. 

“I was humbled by the tremendous 
support, energy and enthusiasm … in 
Woodstock on Saturday,” said Oxford MP 
Arpan Khanna.

“It was an honour to speak with so 
many people about the challenges facing 
our country, including the ongoing trade 
dispute with the United States, the ris-
ing cost of living and the need to make 
our communities safer. We discussed our 
Conservative plan to lower costs, strength-
en our economy, restore safe streets and 
put Canada first.”

He added the party will never stop 
fighting for the families, seniors, farmers, 
workers and small business owners who 
are the backbone of our country.

Continued from page 1

Poilievre brings message of lower costs, tougher 
crime laws to Oxford
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house designer with nearly two decades of 
experience, said his background includes 
building retrofits and designing energy-ef-
ficient buildings, including passive houses.

His immediate priority will be estab-
lishing a clearer picture of where the 
townships currently stand and identifying 
where improvements can be made.

“In the first six months, I will focus on 
the GHG emissions, see where we sit in 
terms of emissions and water usage, and 
find, hopefully, some good areas to im-
prove,” Knochel said.

That work builds on the mandate council 
approved earlier this year, which includes 
developing a corporate climate-action 
work plan and identifying opportunities 
related to municipal energy consumption, 
waste reduction and water conservation. 
The position is also intended to help the 
townships work toward the TransformWR 
target of reducing greenhouse-gas emis-
sions by 50 per cent by 2030 and 80 per 
cent by 2050. 

Knochel expects to report back to coun-
cil quarterly as that work progresses.

Coun. Kris Wilkinson asked whether 
Knochel's initial review had already point-
ed to potential operational improvements 
or cost savings.

“I think we have good opportunities in 
terms of water savings,” Knochel said, de-
scribing that as his initial impression from 
the data he has seen. He added a more 

detailed review of municipal data and fa-
cilities will be needed before specific rec-
ommendations can be made.

Davidson said SWR will also help 
identify funding opportunities that could 
offset the capital costs of recommended 
improvements.

“The other focus for us is to look at that 
data and where the physical opportunities 
are, and then to look at funding opportuni-
ties and to apply for those funding oppor-
tunities to enable some of those retrofits,” 
she said.

The goal, Davidson added, is to use 
available funding to reduce upfront costs 
while improvements to building efficiency 
generate longer-term operational savings.

That potential for savings was among 
the reasons Wilkinson supported creating 
the position when it came before council 
earlier this year. At the time, he called the 
one-year shared position a “no-brainer” 
and said it could also demonstrate how 
Wilmot and neighbouring municipalities 
could share other specialized resources in 
the future. 

Mayor Natasha Salonen welcomed 
Knochel to the township and thanked 
him and Davidson for appearing before 
council.

As the one-year pilot moves forward, 
Knochel will work with staff in both mu-
nicipalities to collect data, identify prior-
ities and develop sustainability initiatives 
tailored to each township.

New shared sustainability 
manager aims to cut 
emissions and costs
Continued from page 1

The Tavistock Agricultural Society has once again hung its Fall Fair banner over Wood-
stock Street South, reminding residents to get their exhibits, parade floats and livestock 
ready for the annual fair Sept. 11-13. After another year of planning, organizers are looking 
forward to welcoming the community for a weekend of food, entertainment and family 
fun under this year’s theme, “Autumn Leaves and Pumpkins Please.” Agricultural society 
president Val Jones and the board of directors hope to see another strong turnout for one 
of Tavistock’s favourite fall traditions.

Tavistock Fall Fair just days away

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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GOOD NEWS,
WE’RE EXPANDING

OUR SERVICES!
In response to growing demand for reliable service,
we’re proud to offer complete property services
and management.
Our new services include:

Weekly lawn mowing and maintenance
Yard cleanup and debris removal
Removal of sheds, fencing, playgrounds and
unwanted structures
Flower bed and rock garden removal
Estate property cleanups for upcoming sales
Exterior home and deck power washing
Basement and garage cleanouts
Assistance with bylaw property cleanup orders
Skid steer services (regrading, backfilling, brush
mowing, post hole augering and soil removal)
Locally grown tree sales (Grown by KandT
Farms)
We will continue to provide our full range of
professional tree services, including removals,
pruning, stump grinding, and lawn repair.

Proudly serving our community with 
quality, care and local expertise.

CALL TOM to chat about how we can help 
519-580-6255 or treefellar@netflash.net

Maximize your 
return.

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions Donna L. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4

519-273-1633    franklinehinz.com
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For South Easthope farmer and licensed 
farm mechanic Gerald “Chick” Scheerer, 
the decision of a stranger to become an or-
gan donor gave him something he could 
never adequately repay – another 20 years 
with his family.

Scheerer recently sat down with his wife, 
Gail, at their home near Shakespeare to re-
flect on the kidney transplant that saved 
his life two decades ago and encourage 
others to consider becoming organ donors.

Before receiving his transplant, Scheerer 
faced a difficult choice – continue dialysis 
for the rest of his life or hope a suitable 
donor kidney became available.

He began dialysis in November 2005 and 
continued until August 2006, when the call 
finally came that a kidney was available.

Scheerer was 50 years old and had 
no kidney function when he underwent 
the transplant at University Hospital in 
London. His donated kidney came from a 
deceased donor whose identity he has nev-
er known.

“You don’t get to meet your donor, and 
you don’t even know if they’re male or fe-
male, young or old, or what race they are,” 
Scheerer said.

“All you know is they had parents and 
family who loved them, while being a kind 
and giving person.”

After the transplant, Scheerer wrote to 
the donor’s family to express his grati-
tude, though he said a simple thank you 
hardly seemed enough for the gift he had 
received.

Twenty years later, that gift has allowed 
Scheerer to experience milestones he once 
feared he would miss.

“None of my children were married and 
I had no grandkids yet,” he said of the 

time of his transplant. “We now have a 
son-in-law and two daughters-in-law and 
10 grandkids. I would’ve missed all this if 
it wasn’t for my caring donor and his or 
her family.”

Though there have been a few health 
challenges along the way, Scheerer con-
tinues to live an active and productive life 
and said the experience has given him a 
new perspective.

“I think of my donor often, knowing 
they missed the last 20 years, and I’ve got 
a duty to live for them,” he said.

Scheerer and his wife attended a seminar 
last fall with doctors, transplant recipients 
and organ-donor families. He said one of 
the messages shared by donor families 
was the comfort of knowing a part of their 
loved one continued living while helping 
change the lives of others.

It is a message Scheerer hopes will en-
courage more people to register as organ 
and tissue donors and, importantly, discuss 
that decision with their families.

“One person can save up to eight lives,” 
Scheerer said, adding tissue donation can 
improve the lives of many more.

Scheerer recalled a slogan from the trans-
plant unit that has stuck with him through-
out the past two decades: “Don’t take your 
organs to Heaven because Heaven knows 
we need them here on Earth.”

Gerald and Gail Scheerer are also en-
couraging area residents to participate 
in the Stratford Kidney Walk at Upper 
Queen’s Park on Oct. 3. Registration be-
gins at 9 a.m., with the walk starting at 10 
a.m.

For Gerald Scheerer, participating or 
sponsoring a walker is another way of sup-
porting those living with kidney disease 
and awaiting the same life-changing op-
portunity he received 20 years ago.

Kidney transplant gives South Easthope farmer a 
second chance at life

Kidney-transplant recipient Gerald “Chick” Scheerer and his wife, Gail, stand beside their 
South Easthope home and gardens. Twenty years after receiving a donated kidney, Scheer-
er is encouraging others to consider registering as organ donors and giving someone else 
the same second chance at life he received.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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Josslin Insurance is celebrating 50 years 
of Wagler-family ownership by giving 
back to the communities that have sup-
ported the family-owned business over the 
years.

The independent insurance brokerage 
has a long history in the Waterloo Region. 
The business was originally established in 
1880 and was purchased by Don and Rose 
Wagler from J.B. Josslin in 1975.

Today, their sons, Scott and Steve 
Wagler, serve as managing partners and 
continue the family tradition of providing 
insurance services to individuals, families, 
farms and businesses throughout south-
western Ontario.

Over the past five decades, Josslin 
Insurance has grown from its original 
location in New Hamburg to offices in 
Kitchener, Cambridge, Elmira, Gorrie, 
Listowel, Tavistock and Wellesley. The 
brokerage now employs more than 100 
people and works with dozens of insur-
ance partners to provide clients with a va-
riety of insurance options.

To mark the 50th anniversary of Wagler-
family ownership, Scott and Steve Wagler 
wanted to recognize the communities that 
have played an important role in the com-
pany’s success.

The brokerage donated a total of $50,000 
to 10 local not-for-profit organizations. 
Employees were invited to nominate 

organizations they felt were making a dif-
ference in their communities, with each 
selected organization receiving a $5,000 
donation.

The recipients included Woolwich 
Counselling Centre, Woolwich 
Community Services, Strong Start 
Charitable Organization, The Food Bank 
of Waterloo Region, Child Witness Centre, 
Cambridge Food Bank, Mennonite Central 
Committee’s Meat Cannery, Wilmot & 
Wellesley Resource Centre, Howick 
Optimist Club and Hope Links of the 
Listowel Salvation Army.

Josslin also directed additional funding 
toward nutrition programs at five local 
elementary schools including Listowel 
Eastdale Public School, St. Mary’s 
Catholic Elementary School, North Perth 
Westfield Elementary School, Elma 
Township Public School and Howick 
Central Public School.

Giving back extended beyond financial 
donations. Six organizations also ben-
efited from members of the Josslin team 
volunteering.

Employees volunteered with the 
Mennonite Central Committee’s Meat 
Cannery, the Listowel Salvation Army’s 
Sort & Pack Program, Strong Start 
Charitable Organization, KW Humane 
Society, The Food Bank of Waterloo 
Region and the snack program at North 
Perth Westfield Elementary School.

The company’s commitment to the 

communities it serves was recognized ear-
lier this summer when Josslin Insurance 
was named Business of the Year at the 
Cambridge Chamber of Commerce’s 2026 
Business Excellence Awards Gala. The 
company’s 50th anniversary community 
initiatives were among the factors consid-
ered in recognizing its community impact.

“Giving back to the communities that 
have helped us thrive over the last 50 years 
is important to our family,” said Scott 
Wagler, brokerage partner. “Supporting 
the communities where we all live and 
work is a central value of our organization. 
We wouldn’t be celebrating this milestone 
or this award without them, so we wanted 

to show our thanks in the ways that would 
do them the most good.”

Josslin Insurance continues to offer per-
sonal, commercial, farm, life and travel 
insurance, along with financial services in-
troduced in 2025. With eight offices across 
southwestern Ontario, the brokerage re-
mains focused on serving the communities 
where its employees live and work.

As Josslin Insurance looks toward the fu-
ture, the Wagler family continues to build 
on the foundation established by Don and 
Rose Wagler 50 years ago, with a focus on 
serving clients and supporting the commu-
nities where its employees live and work.

Josslin Insurance celebrates 50 Years by giving back

Dylan Yantzi accepts a $5,000 donation to the Mennonite Central Committee presented by 
Scott and Steve Wagler along with staff members from Josslin Insurance. From left are 
Amanda Scheerer, Daniel Schmidt, Paulette Netterfield, Scott Wagler, Dylan Yantzi (MCC), 
Steve Wagler, Wendy Wagler, Atousa Bastos, Kelsey Vere and Denise Koepke.

Josslin Insurance managing partners Steve and Scott Wagler present a donation to the 
Wilmot & Wellesley Resource Centre in celebration of the company’s 50th anniversary of 
Wagler-family ownership. From left are Steve Wagler, Katie Fisher, Sonia Nadeau, Trisha 
Robinson, Bonnie Zehr, Heather Doerbecker and Scott Wagler.

DIANE DANEN

Gazette Correspondent

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)
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After spending his first term learning 
the ins and outs of municipal government, 
Wellesley Coun. Derek Brick says he is 
looking forward to building on that expe-
rience over the next four years.

Brick, who has been acclaimed for an-
other term on Wellesley Township council 
as the only candidate who submitted pa-
pers for his Ward 3 seat, said he has en-
joyed his time around the council table and 
feels he is hitting his stride in the role just 
as several projects and initiatives he is in-
terested in are moving forward.

“I feel like I have just become comfort-
able in the position and that we are moving 
ahead items in the community of interest 
to me,” Brick said. “I was interested in 
being a part of the interesting upcoming 
projects for another term.”

Brick described his first two years on 
council as a “whirlwind” with a steep 
learning curve as he became familiar with 
municipal processes, responsibilities and 
decision making.

“You learn so much in those first few 
years,” he said. “I feel like it prepares you 

for the future and you want to build off of 
that and represent the community better 
each year I am able to serve.”

Outside council chambers, Brick works 
for the City of Waterloo, experience he 
said gives him another perspective on mu-
nicipal government and an understanding 
of the challenges and successes facing 
neighbouring communities. He is also 
heavily involved in Wellesley Township 
and said staying connected with residents 
is an important part of representing them 
effectively.

Looking ahead to the next term, Brick 
said one of the most significant issues fac-
ing Wellesley is how the township manag-
es future growth.

He pointed to the township’s new offi-
cial plan as providing a roadmap for that 
growth but said it will be important to en-
sure development happens in a way that 
works for the community.

“I think how we grow as a community is 
important,” Brick said. “Our new official 
plan lays out a good roadmap for that, but 
it is important that we get it right for the 
community.”

Brick would also like to see greater in-
vestment in Wellesley’s downtown cores. 

While the township already has strong 
businesses, he said attracting additional 
businesses would help maintain vibrant 
downtowns.

He plans to support recommendations 
contained in the official plan where appro-
priate and encourage the use of the town-
ship’s community improvement plan as a 
tool for attracting investment.

For Brick, serving as a councillor ulti-
mately comes down to listening to resi-
dents and bringing their perspectives to the 
council table.

“The role of the councillor is to hear 
the members of the community and rep-
resent them as best as possible in the coun-
cil chambers,” he said. “It is important to 
bring as many perspectives to the table to 
make informed decisions.”

While being acclaimed means Brick will 
not have a traditional election campaign, 
he said he remains interested in hearing 
from residents and plans to follow the 
mayoral race closely to better understand 
what the community wants from its next 
council.

Residents can approach Brick when they 
see him in the community or reach out by 
phone or email. He is also willing to meet 

residents at their homes to discuss their 
concerns.

“I am excited for another term serving 
the community,” Brick said. “There are 
many interesting things happening in the 
next four years that will make this a great 
term of council.”

Derek Brick acclaimed for another term on Wellesley council

Ward 3 Coun. Derek Brick has been ac-
claimed to serve a second term on Wellesley 
council after the Oct. 26 municipal election.

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor

(PHOTO COURTESY OF DEREK BRICK)

A longtime Shakespeare resident, edu-
cator and familiar face in the community 
celebrated a milestone birthday Tuesday 
surrounded by family and friends.

Gail Hyde celebrated her 85th birthday 
at her new residence in Stratford, where 
she was surprised by many longtime 
friends, former colleagues and neighbours 
who came together to mark the occasion.

Hyde said she is enjoying life in her new 
apartment building at the corner of Orr and 
McCarthy roads on the northwest edge of 
Stratford.

Gail Hyde and her late husband, Tom 
Hyde, raised four children in Shakespeare 
– Murray, Pete, Ron and Linda. Tom Hyde 
and their eldest son, Murray, have since 
passed away, while Gail Hyde continues 
to cherish time spent with Pete, Ron and 
Linda and their growing families.

A longtime schoolteacher, Gail Hyde 
spent many years educating generations of 
local children at Sprucedale Public School 
in Shakespeare, just a short walk from the 
family home.

As their children grew up, Gail and Tom 
Hyde were also active in the Shakespeare 
community, particularly through the 
Shakespeare Community Athletic 
Association (SCAA) and the village’s an-
nual field day.

Like many Shakespeare families, the 
Hydes spent countless evenings at the lo-
cal ballpark, another community gathering 

place within walking distance of their 
home.

Now at 85, Gail Hyde says she is es-
pecially proud of her six grandchildren 

and great-grandchild, with another 
great-grandchild expected in November.

Her surprise birthday celebration offered 
Gail Hyde an opportunity to reconnect with 

former teaching colleagues, Shakespeare 
neighbours and friends she hadn’t seen in 
years while celebrating the many relation-
ships she has built over a lifetime.

Longtime Shakespeare resident Gail Hyde 
celebrates 85th birthday 

Gail Hyde was surrounded by family, longtime Shakespeare neighbours, friends and former teaching colleagues as she celebrated her 85th 
birthday Tuesday. Beside Gail is longtime teaching friend Nancy Kramer of Mitchell, who joined her in reminiscing about years gone by. 
Standing behind Hyde are her three children, from left, Ron, Pete and Linda.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

What would make roads in 
Oxford County safer for you?
Oxford County’s municipalities are working together 
on a strategy to reduce collisions, injuries and fatalities.

Complete the short survey, identify locations of concern 
on the interactive map, or submit a comment by 
September 8 at www.oxfordcounty.ca/speakup

Safer   
 roads in  
  Oxford 

Have your say

PRICED TO SELL: 3 bedroom century home situated on a
spacious lot, on one of Stratford's main streets, this classic
Century home offers timeless character and endless potential.
Featuring a traditional centre hall floor plan, high ceilings, and
spacious principal rooms, this property is ready for its next
chapter. 
Terms: Property will be sold at 10:00am subject to a reasonable
reserve bid with $25,000.00 down payment due at time of
auction and the balance in 60 days or when possession is given. 

LIVE REAL ESTATE AUCTION
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 AT 10:00 A.M.
507 Ontario Street, Stratford, Ontario

www.jantziauctions.com
Auctioneer: Jantzi Auctions Ltd. Wellesley

TO VIEW AND FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 519-656-3555

Don Edmiston finished 270 votes be-
hind incumbent Mayor Phil Schaefer in 
the 2022 election, and he is taking another 
shot at East Zorra-Tavistock’s (EZT) top 
political job.

“Growing up in Innerkip and 
Hickson, now living in Huntingford with 
my wife, Celine, my EZT roots are solid,” 
he said. “Ten years ago, I left the concrete 
ready-mix business with experience at all 
levels and followed my dream of taking 
my Taekwon-Do school to the next level 
full-time. I opened it in 2002 and went 
full-time in 2016, having to then stay 
afloat through COVID, which was a chal-
lenge, but I came out on top.”

His hobbies include drag racing, snow-
mobiling and car shows, and most days, he 
can be found in his garage working on a 
project.

Edmiston said he is seeking the may-
or position for several reasons, including 
better representation at the county level, 
as county tax increases have gotten very 
high. He also doesn’t believe the former 

Rural Oxford Transit program was the best 
decision for ratepaying citizens. 

“I sat on that board when I was depu-
ty mayor where it was put aside and ap-
proved the following term. My priority is 
to keep costs down because of the price of 
groceries, gas and the everyday cost of liv-
ing. Interest rates have almost doubled in 
the past four years. The township and the 
county must try to keep a low tax rate for 
the people.” 

He added another concern at the county 
level is the purchase of the former YMCA 
in Woodstock, which is being transformed 
into a homeless shelter. 

“This will cost all taxpayers. It is going 
to cost millions plus staffing. There are 50 
beds in Woodstock at the church. Most 
nights, only 30 are used. I'm well schooled 
in this as my Taekwon-Do school is across 
the street from the church and I deal with 
the homeless regularly. I do believe home-
lessness is something that needs to be dealt 
with, and this is a huge undertaking.”

Edmiston said having a mayor with an 
understanding of how hard it is for the ev-
eryday working family is important. 

“I think the focus should be on parks 

and recreation. With the cost of everything 
going up; anything we can do to get kids 
active and save parents money will be a 
good course of action. Also, (I want) to 
keep the spending in EZT to a minimum 
for a while. I think it's time to stop and take 
a breath with the current economy.”

He added he will always be an advocate 
for local businesses and township’s rich 
farming heritage. 

“With four years as deputy mayor 
and sitting on boards like Rural Oxford 
Economic Development, Upper Thames 
Conservation, Rural Oxford Transit and 
the EZT boundary adjustment commit-
tee, I feel my experience  working with 
everyday families and hearing how tough 
it is out there has kept me grounded. I 
have a current understanding of real-time 
situations.”

Edmiston said he is committed to mak-
ing almost all decisions based on the finan-
cial impact on taxpayers. 

“That is why you have a voted council. A 
council does not have to agree, nor should 
they on everything, but they must make 
a sound and researched decision for the 
people. I will ensure that the position of 

mayor is held with the integrity the people 
deserve.”

Edmiston taking another run at the EZT mayoral chair

Don Edmiston is seeking the mayor’s chair 
in East Zorra-Tavistock, bringing four years 
of experience as deputy mayor and a focus 
on responsible spending, local businesses 
and keeping costs down for taxpayers.

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

(PHOTO COURTESY OF DON EDMISTON)

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES CONTACT
HEATHER DUNBAR 

AT 226.261.1837 OR HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

OPTI-CASH CALENDAR DRAW
Aug. 9 Don Barwick, Stratford . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Aug. 10 Elybeth Clifford, St. Marys  . . . . . . . . $50.00
Aug. 11 Karen Barter, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Aug. 12 Steve Hume, St. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Aug. 13 Cathy Reid, St. Marys . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Aug. 14 Katy Pretty, St. Marys . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Aug. 15 Kathy Schweitzer, Milverton . . . . . . $200.00
Aug. 16 Bob Groenestege, Sebringville . . . . . $50.00
Aug. 17 Sandra Mohr, Stratford . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Aug. 18 Darrell Cahill, Stratford . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Aug. 19 Beverley Abbott, Stratford . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Aug. 20 Kathyn & Dave Firmin, St. Thomas . . $50.00
Aug. 21 Liam Wilson, Ayr  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Aug. 22 Holly & Marlene Archer, Stratford . . $200.00

Optimist Club of 
Downie Inc.

The Township of Wilmot is recruiting election officials 
to support voting locations on Election Day, Monday, Oct. 
26.

Election officials play an important role in supporting 
a fair, accessible and efficient election by assisting voters 
and helping voting locations operate smoothly.

Paid positions are available for:
•	 Deputy Returning Officer (DRO)
•	 Ballot Box Manager
•	 Kiosk Election Assistant
•	 Greeter
Volunteer opportunities are also available for greeters, 

including students looking to complete community in-
volvement hours.

Applicants must be available to attend one mandatory 
training session in early October and meet the eligibility 
requirements for appointment as an election official.

Expressions of interest will be accepted un-
til Sept. 11. Applicants can apply using the  online 
form by visiting https://forms.wilmot.ca/Clerks/
Election-Worker-Expression-of-Interest.

Township of 
Wilmot recruiting 
election officials
WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF

thewtgazette@gmail.com

Jon Ross is taking another shot at get-
ting elected to East Zorra-Tavistock (EZT) 
council. 

Ross has lived most of his life in 
Tavistock, moving to the town at the age 
of seven. 

“My wife, Kim, and I are proud to have 
raised our three amazing children right 
here in town.  I bring nearly 30 years of 
professional experience in technology 
and business leadership for the service of 
the township. Locally, people know me 
best as an owner of Madmash Brewery & 
Restaurant here in Tavistock.”

He added his roots in this town run deep, 
including serving in the Masonic Lodge 
for several decades, and as the head referee 
and an executive member of the Tavistock 
Minor Soccer Association. 

“Over the years, I've also volunteered 
with minor hockey, my church council, 
local political campaigns and always say 
yes to helping out. At Madmash, we ac-
tively run an ongoing fundraiser for the 
Tavistock Assistance Program, among 
other initiatives to help give a night out to 
those in need.”

Ross said his primary reason for run-
ning is to use his professional background 
and extensive volunteer experience to 
help proactively shape the future of the 
community. 

“Having run for town council before, my 
commitment to East Zorra-Tavistock has 
only grown stronger. As a local business 
owner who is deeply involved in the com-
munity, I intimately understand the daily 
challenges and opportunities we face. I am 

running to ensure that Tavistock business-
es and community groups have a strong, 
clear voice on the town council.” 

He added he would like to bridge the gap 
between local government and residents, 
volunteers, and entrepreneurs who make 
the township a great place to live.

Ross said there are several key issues in 
the upcoming election for EZT, including 
supporting local economic growth and 
downtown revitalization. 

“Having run a brick-and-mortar busi-
ness for over two and a half years, I know 
firsthand what it takes to keep our down-
town thriving. Ensuring our township has 
business-friendly policies is critical to 
maintaining local jobs and fostering a vi-
brant community hub.”

He would also like to attract and support 
more community events.

“The last time I ran for council, I cam-
paigned on bringing a splash pad to 
Tavistock, and I was thrilled to see that 
council made it happen despite not being 
there to push it through. Now, I want to 
see a renewed focus on supporting large 
community gatherings. We used to host 
fantastic events at Queen's Park, like 
the Southwestern Ontario Fiddle and 
Stepdance Competition and the Airstream 
rally. I would like to see the township ac-
tively pursue and incentivize the return of 
events like these.”

Ross explained there needs to be more 
active collaboration between the township 
and local entrepreneurs. 

“I want to see the council proactive-
ly working to attract new businesses and 
helping existing ones improve and ex-
pand. A thriving downtown and commer-
cial sector are the backbone of a growing, 

successful township.”
He added EZT recently developed its 

2024-2028 Strategic Plan, and he wants 
to ensure the township doesn’t just sit 
on a document but actively executes its 
goals such as sustainability and economic 
growth with total accountability and trans-
parency to the taxpayers.

Another issue top of mind for Ross is 
enhancing recreational facilities and infra-
structure by building on the success of the 
splash pad in Tavistock.

“I want to ensure our existing recreation-
al facilities, like the Tavistock and District 
Recreation Centre and our local parks, 
are well-maintained and future-proofed to 
serve our growing population and attract 
those larger community events.”

He added there has been an increase in 
truck traffic through Tavistock and some 
residents are concerned. Ross said he 
would research options for helping slow 
down some of that traffic and find ways to 
improve road safety through the village.

"Voters should know that I am a ser-
vant leader, a hard worker and a dedicated 
community builder. I bring a unique blend 
of strategic problem-solving from my de-
cades in the software industry, combined 
with the on-the-ground reality of running a 
local business and volunteering in town,” 
he said.

If elected, Ross said he will bring a deep 
understanding of community as well as a 
proven track record of success. 

“Whether it's managing high-value, 
complex projects in the corporate world or 
winning Oxford County's Ultimate Burger 
Battle at Madmash,  I know how to build 
effective, goal-oriented teams that deliver 
real results. I will be a steadfast advocate 

for both the local businesses that drive 
our economy and the families and volun-
teers who make East Zorra-Tavistock our 
home.”

Ross said he is incredibly invested in the 
success of East Zorra-Tavistock and en-
couraged anyone who wants to chat about 
the future of the township to reach out. 

“You can connect with me online or stop 
by the brewery to say hello. I am always 
eager to listen to my neighbours and learn 
how we can work together to make our 
community even better,” Ross said.

Ross taking another shot at EZT council 

Jon Ross is running for a seat on East Zor-
ra-Tavistock council in the Oct. 26 municipal 
election. 

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com
STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 

  PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00. FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, OUR SERVICE DEPT IS NOW OPEN ON SATURDAYS

STRATFORD NISSAN

Steven Van Wyk is hoping voters will 
send him back to East Zorra-Tavistock 
(EZT) council for a second term come the 
municipal election on Oct. 26.

Van Wyk has lived in the Tavistock 
area for many years and has always en-
joyed being involved in the community. 
Professionally, he works in the precast 
concrete industry where he is involved in 
quality assurance, engineering, manufac-
turing and long-term planning. 

“My work has given me a strong ap-
preciation for the importance of making 
decisions based on sound information, 
planning and getting good value from the 
resources available,” he said.

Outside of work and council, he spends 
much of his time with his family. 

“I enjoy being active, running and spend-
ing time outdoors, and I particularly enjoy 
being involved in my children's activities 
and sports. I value the sense of community 
that exists in Tavistock, and that is a big 
part of why I enjoy serving on council.”

Van Wyk added he is running for 
re-election because he believes East 

Zorra-Tavistock is in a strong position 
but needs to continue making thoughtful 
decisions about where the community is 
heading.

“My focus is on maintaining strong mu-
nicipal finances, planning for our future 
infrastructure and community needs, and 
continuing to look for opportunities to 
improve recreation and quality of life in 
Tavistock.”

He said having a strong financial foun-
dation gives EZT the ability to plan and 
make investments that benefit the commu-
nity without losing sight of affordability 
for taxpayers. Van Wyk added one of the 
biggest issues facing the township is mak-
ing sure it continues to look well beyond 
the current budget cycle. 

“We need to plan for infrastructure re-
newal, future capital requirements and 
the needs of a growing community. 
Maintaining healthy reserves and strong 
long-term financial planning will give 
council the flexibility to deal with those 
challenges while still being able to invest 
in the things that matter to residents,” Van 
Wyk said.

Van Wyk said recreation will continue to 
be an important priority. 

“Recreation facilities and programs con-
tribute significantly to the quality of life in 
our community, and we should continue 
looking for practical opportunities to im-
prove what we have while planning for 
what we will need in the future.”

He added he brings four years of experi-
ence on council, along with a professional 
background that is very focused on plan-
ning, quality, problem-solving and respon-
sible decision making.

“I try to approach council decisions by 
looking at both the immediate issue and 
the longer-term consequences. Municipal 
decisions can have impacts for decades, so 
I believe it is important to look ahead rath-
er than simply respond to whatever issue is 
in front of us at the time.”

He said he believes in listening to res-
idents and considering different perspec-
tives before making decisions. 

“My goal is to represent Tavistock re-
sponsibly, maintain strong finances, plan 
for the future and continue to support ini-
tiatives that improve our community.

“I am proud to represent Ward 1 and 
appreciate the opportunity to serve the 
residents of Tavistock. I believe that keep-
ing the township on a strong financial 

foundation allows us to plan for the future 
and invest in the recreation and communi-
ty amenities that will make Tavistock an 
even better place to live.”

Van Wyk hoping to serve East Zorra-Tavistock for a 
second term

Incumbent Ward 1 Coun. Steven Van Wyk is 
running for a second term on East Zorra-Ta-
vistock council in the Oct. 26 municipal elec-
tion.

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Nicolas Faye has thrown his hat in the 
ring for a spot on council serving Ward 1. 

Faye lives in Tavistock with his fam-
ily and works as an enforcement officer 
with the Ontario Ministry of the Attorney 
General, court services division. Before 
moving into court enforcement, he worked 
as a compliance inspector with the Ontario 
government.

“My public-service career has involved 
applying legislation, communicating di-
rectly with members of the public, doc-
umenting facts and handling difficult or 
sensitive situations. These experiences 
have taught me to listen carefully, remain 
calm under pressure, consider different 
sides of an issue and make decisions that 
are fair and supported by the facts,” said 
Faye.

He is bilingual in English and French 
and also speaks Spanish. 

“Being able to communicate in three 
languages has helped me connect with 
people from many different backgrounds 
and better understand different points of 
view,” he added.

Family is a very important part of his 
life, and outside of work, he enjoys cy-
cling, walking and staying active out-
doors. He also spends some of his free 
time restoring his historic heritage home 
in Tavistock, which has strengthened his 
appreciation for the history and character 
of the community.

“I am running because Tavistock is my 
home and I want to contribute directly to 
the community where my family and I 
live. Municipal government is the level of 
government closest to people’s everyday 

lives. Decisions about roads, property 
taxes, housing, development, recreation, 
infrastructure and local services have a di-
rect effect on residents,” Faye said.

He said he is not running because he be-
lieves everything is wrong. 

“East Zorra-Tavistock is a strong com-
munity with many things worth protect-
ing. I want to bring a fresh perspective 
to council while respecting what already 
works. I believe good municipal govern-
ment should be practical, accessible and 
transparent. Councillors should listen to 
residents, ask thoughtful questions, study 
the facts and explain the reasons behind 
their decisions.”

Faye said one of the biggest issues is 
managing growth while protecting the 
character of Tavistock, rural communities 
and agricultural areas.

“Housing is needed, particularly for 
young families, seniors and people who 
want to remain close to their families and 
community. However, new development 
must be supported by appropriate roads, 
water and wastewater capacity, emergen-
cy services, recreation facilities, and other 
infrastructure. Growth should be planned 
carefully so that existing residents are not 
left paying for infrastructure that was not 
properly anticipated.”

He added affordability is another ma-
jor concern the township faces, the same 
issue facing residents, farmers and local 
businesses.

“Council must examine spending care-
fully, establish clear priorities and make 
sure taxpayers receive good value for their 
money. Long-term planning is import-
ant because delaying necessary work can 
sometimes make it much more expensive 
later.”

Faye explained agriculture and the ru-
ral economy also need a strong voice. 
Farming is not simply another industry in 
East Zorra-Tavistock. 

“It is a major part of the township’s iden-
tity, economy and history. Responsible 
growth should be balanced with the pro-
tection of productive agricultural land and 
support for the people who work it.”

He also said communication with res-
idents is important and that they should 
know what council is considering before 
major decisions are made, understand how 
those decisions may affect them and have 
meaningful opportunities to provide input.

“Councillors should remain accessible 
throughout the full term, not only during 
an election campaign.”

Faye added his work in compliance and 
enforcement has taught him good deci-
sions begin with listening. 

“It is important to gather the facts, under-
stand the applicable rules, hear different 
perspectives and then make a decision that 
can be clearly explained. I am prepared to 
ask thoughtful and constructive questions. 
I do not believe that every old idea is bad 
or that every new idea is automatically 
better. What matters is whether a proposal 
is responsible, affordable and beneficial to 
the people the township serves.”

He added a councillor’s responsibility is 
to do the necessary research, consult resi-
dents, work respectfully with other coun-
cil members and staff, and make the best 
possible decision with the information 
available.

“If elected, I would work for all residents 
of Ward 1. People may not agree with 
every decision I make, but they should 
be able to expect that I will listen, come 
prepared, explain my reasoning and treat 

them with respect. I want residents to feel 
comfortable approaching me at a commu-
nity event, calling me or speaking with me 
on the street and knowing that their coun-
cillor will take their concerns seriously.”

Faye said he has been knocking on doors 
and meeting residents to see what matters 
most to them.

“Those conversations have reinforced 
my belief that people do not expect elected 
representatives to arrive with every answer. 
They want representatives who are honest, 
accessible, prepared to listen and willing 
to work toward practical solutions.”

He added every resident should feel they 
have a voice at the council table.

“That is the kind of councillor I want to 
be.”

Faye files papers for EZT Ward 1 council spot

Nicolas Faye is running to represent Ward 1 
on East Zorra-Tavistock council in the Oct. 
26 municipal election.

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

(PHOTO COURTESY OF NICOLAS FAYE)

Peter Varga has begun his campaign to 
represent Ward 1 on Wilmot Township 
council, noting that his interest in run-
ning has emerged over time as he’s been 
alarmed by some of the decisions that have 
come from council over the years that 
deeply impact the community.

“I have felt there has been a lack of 
transparency, engagement and communi-
cation with our community for issues that 
directly impact people’s lives and where 
we live,” he said. “The increases to our 
property tax and the overall state of our 
township finances led me to decide to run.”

Varga has a bachelor’s degree in nursing 
and has worked as a registered nurse and 
health-care administrator and executive for 
the past 25 years. He said this has provided 
him with experience in strategic planning, 
operational and administrative overview, 
experience working with and reporting to 
a board, as well as engagements with the 
ministry and provincial agencies.

He also brings five years of private-sec-
tor experience as an executive in digital 
solutions within health care, noting his 

experience in sales, B2B and B2C engage-
ments, contract negotiations, compliance 
and organizational privacy best practices 
will help him advocate for his community.

“I believe my experiences advocating 
within health care will provide me the 
skills to advocate for our community and 
ask the appropriate questions to ensure 
council is fulfilling their responsibilities,” 
he said.

Varga’s focus for council is assessing 
the key issues facing Wilmot and its res-
idents, including economic and commu-
nity growth plans, affordable housing, 
protection of farmland and the risk of on-
going expropriation, water services and 
the impact regional decisions have on the 
community.

“I believe there are several issues fac-
ing Wilmot and our residents,” he said. 
“Current state of finances and local ser-
vices, I feel, are threatened, as well as the 
lack of specific programs and services that 
effectively advance equity, diversity and 
inclusion.”

If elected, he plans to advocate for what 
the community is seeking from council 
and the township.

“I will actively engage our community, 

members of our council as well as have 
strategic conversations with individuals 
who are smarter than me for their advice 
and expertise,” said Varga. “I plan to be 
present and visible within my ward and 
participate in community events so I can 
engage with residents for their thoughts 
and opinions, and table their concerns at 
council so it’s discussed and considered.”

If elected, Varga says he believes his job 
as councillor would be to share expertise 
with the members of council as well as 
the administration to ensure all options 
are considered and the best decisions are 
made.

“I plan to challenge the status quo, and 
strategies to mitigate risk as well as ad-
vance our community to have a clear un-
derstanding of the processes and bylaws so 
council runs effectively and professional-
ly,” he said. “Overall, our role is to repre-
sent our community’s interests and stew-
ard the administrative activities that lead 
our township to prosperity and stability.”

Community members may see Varga 
knocking on doors and engaging with 
the community. He is available via email 
at pvarga7773@rogers.com, by phone 
at 519-505-7157 and on his website at 

https://npps.ca/about-peter.
“I’m excited to talk with my community 

and learn more about their priorities,” he 
said. “I believe my background and expe-
riences will provide me with the essential 
skills required by a council member to ask 
the difficult questions and bring effective 
leadership to our community.”

Peter Varga launches campaign for Wilmot Township Ward 1 

Peter Varga has launched his campaign to 
represent Ward 1 on Wilmot Township coun-
cil. 

AMANDA NELSON

Gazette Reporter

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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OPEN HOUSES THIS WEEKEND
SATURDAY, AUG. 29 • 1:00-3:00 P.M.

316489 31ST LINE, EMBRO UNIT#933 
(HAPPY HILLS RETIREMENT RESORT)

MLS#X12881428 • NEW PRICE $385,700

SUNDAY, AUG. 30 • 1:00-3:00 PM

380 WOODSTOCK ST. S. 
TAVISTOCK UNIT#7

MLS#X13146428 • PRICE $9.00/SQ FT
Prime Retail or Commercial Space 
Available for Lease – Located in a 

high-traffic area, this 5,200-square-
foot space offers endless potential 
for a variety of retail or commercial 

uses. Call today for more information 
or to book a viewing. Immediate 

possession available.

3968 WILSON STREET 
SHAKESPEARE

MLS#X13410370
NEW PRICE- $849,900

4 + 1 Bedroom Two-Storey 
Home Located in a Desirable 

Neighbourhood – Offering plenty of 
space for your growing family, this 
home features 2 full baths, 2 half 

baths, and room for everyone. Call 
today to book your viewing.

23 GALT ROAD, STRATFORD
 MLS#X13444386 PRICE $549,900

This 3 Bedroom Semi-Detached 
Home is located within walking 

distance to both the public and high 
school. Features include: 1.5 baths, 3 

bedrooms, living room with a walk out 
to a deck and fully fenced rear yard, a 
finished family room in the basement, 
single attached garage and so much 

more. Call today to book your viewing.

34 SOMERSET ST. STRATFORD
MLS#X13094790 • PRICE $549,900

This 2-3 bedroom home is located in a 
desirable neighbourhood and has tons 
of updates. New renos include: updated 

kitchen with new appliances, flooring, gas 
fireplace in the living, new upper bathroom 
with upper floor laundry, partially finished 
basement with family room and 2 pc bath, 

updated wiring and plumbing, new roof 
April 2026 and updated stucco.

122 HALLIDAY DRIVE, TAVISTOCK
MLS#X13586258 • NEW PRICE $749,900

ALSO AVAILABLE

Enjoy comfortable year-round 
living at Happy Hills Retirement 
Resort, the perfect place 
to downsize or retire. This 
welcoming community offers full 
access to seasonal campground 
amenities, including the pool, 
ideal for visiting grandchildren. 

The home features 2 or 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, a spacious eat-in kitchen, 
ensuite laundry, a newer furnace, a backyard deck, and an insulated enclosed 
gazebo. Whether you enjoy an active social lifestyle or peaceful living, this 
home has it all. Come to the open house or book your viewing today!

Skip the wait to build with this beautifully 
upgraded, one-owner home in Tavistock. 
Conveniently located near Kitchener-
Waterloo, Stratford, Woodstock, and London, 
this move-in-ready two-storey home offers 
an open-concept layout with a quartz 
kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 updated baths, and 

a primary suite with a custom walk-in closet. Relax in the private backyard with no 
rear neighbours, backing onto green space and farmland with beautiful sunset views. 
An insulated heated garage, unspoiled basement with a rough in bath, and a quiet 
family-friendly neighbourhood complete this exceptional home. Come to the open 
house or book your viewing today! Hosted by Lucie Stephens Sales Representative.

88 Wellington Street, 
Stratford, Ontario 

N5A 2L2

Sales Representative
Sandra Eby Sandra Eby 

Office: 519-273-2821
Cell: 519-272-7676
Email: mseby@rogers.com 

Jeremy Smith has been an East Zorra-Tavistock (EZT) 
councillor for five terms, and he’s hoping to make it six.

The 25-year Innerkip resident is a married father of two 
adult daughters, one a teacher with the Thames Valley 
District School Board and the other working in thera-
peutic recreation with local long-term care homes across 
Oxford County, including in Tavistock.

Smith is a retired radio personality and now works in 
maintenance and facilities with a global Tier 1 automotive 
supplier.

“Any given day, I can be seen strolling Innerkip with 
our beloved Australian cattle dog, Ozzy, and cycling the 
streets and roadways of Ward 3,” he said.

He is a past member of the Innerkip Community Centre 
Board of Management and past director of the Innerkip 
Seniors Apartment.

Smith said there are several reasons why he is seeking 
another term.

“As you can well imagine, as the end of term nears, 
there’s invariably a sense of unfinished business. In the 
upper echelon, continued attention to detail to our fis-
cal responsibility to ratepayers and residents in East 
Zorra-Tavistock.”

He added the township is blessed with an excellent trea-
sury department led by CAO Karen DePrest.

“We continue to receive top marks from the province 
for our annual financial information return and from our 
external auditor on our internal books. We have a collab-
orative council that has been committed to and successful 
in delivering one of the lowest tax rates in all of Oxford 
County. In each budget cycle in this term of council, 
we’ve been in the black with a generous surplus tallying 
over a million dollars, all told.”

Smith said the township is the envy of many municipal-
ities as East Zorra-Tavistock is on track to become com-
pletely debt-free sometime in 2028. He also explained the 
next council will have some big issues to deal with.

“We’re still advancing our secondary plan to comple-
tion; an initiative that could see the boundaries of Innerkip 
and Tavistock expanded for future growth. We’re expect-
ed to hear the latest from the county, our consultant and 
EZT staff in the final quarter of this year, but that could 
bridge into the next term of council.”

He added the township will also be looking at its Parks 
and Recreation Master Plan in 2027.

“I believe we’ve made inroads over the last few years, 

but there’s a lot more work to do as we continue to consid-
er the list of recommendations that master plan included. 
Along those lines, we’ll return to discussing the prospect 
of a multi-use recreation facility for the township. It won’t 
be long before we add to our green space inventory in each 
of our villages, either through land purchase (Hickson) or 
future residential development (Innerkip and Tavistock), 
which will create opportunities for new place-making in 
our community. 

“So, as you can see, there are many things I’d like to 
help to work toward in the home stretch and, ultimately, 
the finish line.”

In the community safety file, he explained overall road 
safety and driver behaviours on county roads, in villages 
and on residential streets are top of mind for many.

“Speeding has become chronic. We have to continue 
working on traffic-calming ideas, enforcement initiatives 
with our police service and influencing an overall culture 
shift to not only prevent incidents and injuries but also 
make pedestrians and cyclists — and anyone using our 
streets alongside motor vehicles — feel safe and secure.”

Smith brought forth a motion earlier this year asking 
staff to complete a report on what a speed reduction on 
residential streets could look like. The topic will be on a 
future agenda.

He added another hot-button issue will be the upcoming 
boundary adjustment.

“I fully expect the City of Woodstock to ask for a re-
opening of that dialogue as development there contin-
ues to push northeast along our border. Of course, that’s 
something that affects ratepayers and residents of the area 

I currently represent more than any other.”
Smith said his record as a councillor speaks for itself.
“I bring a collaborative spirit to council and I’m always 

open to conversation. I believe I’ve always had the trust 
of council colleagues and township staff in any term I’ve 
served. My approach has always included a commitment 
to excellence, being responsive to concerns, working to 
find solutions and more than anything, an accountability 
to ratepayers and residents.”

He added it would be an honour to serve the people of 
East Zorra-Tavistock in the next term.

Smith hoping for another term representing EZT Ward 3

Incumbent Coun. Jeremy Smith is running for a sixth term 
representing  Ward 3 on East Zorra-Tavistock council.

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

An omission was made in the story, "Tavistock’s Ruth 
Albrecht celebrates 90th birthday surrounded by family 
and friends," on page 13 of the Aug. 20 edition of the 
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette. The article did not mention 
that Ruth Albrecht's sister in-law, Arlene Wettlaufer, 
could not be present at her birthday celebration due to 
illness.

OMISSION:



12 Thursday, August 27, 2026 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

The Wilmot Heritage Fire Brigades welcomed visi-
tors to Baden Saturday for its annual open house and 
barbecue, celebrating both local firefighting history 
and the newest addition to its collection of antique fire 
equipment.

Among those attending was 95-year-old Bert Currie, a 
longtime member of the Wilmot Heritage Fire Brigades 
who came with members of his family to show his con-
tinued support for the organization.

The open house included the unveiling of the bri-
gade’s newest acquisition, an antique Ford F155 fire 
truck brought to Baden from Alberta.

Local dignitaries were also on hand to offer congratu-
lations on behalf of the Township of Wilmot and the pro-
vincial and federal governments, recognizing the work 
brigades members continue to do preserving the history 
of the Baden and New Hamburg fire departments.

Through its collection of historic firefighting equip-
ment and community events like the annual open 
house, the Wilmot Heritage Fire Brigades continues 
to keep the history of local firefighting alive for future 
generations.

Wilmot Heritage Fire Brigades open house a family affair

From left, 95-year-old longtime Wilmot Heritage Fire Brigades member Bert Currie, his great-granddaughter Claire Farwell, 
Claire’s mother Roxanne Farwell and Currie’s granddaughter enjoy Saturday’s annual open house and barbecue in Baden. 
The celebration included the unveiling of the brigade’s newly acquired antique Ford F155 fire truck from Alberta.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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WE ACCEPT THE
CANADIAN

DENTAL CARE
PLAN (CDCP)

NOW AVAILABLE TO ALL CANADIANS

55 Woodstock St. N. Tavistock, ON
info@tavistockfamilydentistry.ca

 

CONTACT US TODAY
(519) 512-9961

BOOK INSTANTLY
ONLINE!

 

FREE
SPORTSGUARD 
FOR CHILDREN!

UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30 . TH

LIMIT ONE SPORTSGUARD 
PER CHILD.

FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS

DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING

EMERGENCY CARE

CARE FOR ALL AGES

Early morning rain Saturday didn’t 
dampen the spirits of those who attended 
the Wilmot Heritage Fire Brigades’ annual 
open house in Baden, where the organi-
zation unveiled the newest addition to its 
collection of historic firefighting vehicles.

Brigades president Peter Gingerich wel-
comed those in attendance before invit-
ing Wilmot Mayor Natasha Salonen and 
Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis to 
offer remarks.

Both congratulated brigades members 
and volunteers for their continued efforts 
to preserve the history of firefighting in 
Wilmot Township, including the histo-
ries of the Baden and New Hamburg fire 
departments.

Gingerich said the organization has ap-
proximately 100 members, though a core 
group of roughly 10 volunteers does much 
of the work. He encouraged anyone inter-
ested in local firefighting history to con-
sider joining and helping the organization 
continue its preservation efforts.

The Wilmot Heritage Fire Brigades’ 

mission is to promote and educate the pub-
lic about the history and heritage of fire-
fighting in Wilmot Township and the fire 
service more broadly through its collection 
of historic firefighting vehicles, equipment 
and documents.

The organization was incorporated as a 
not-for-profit in 1996.

Saturday’s highlight was the unveiling of 
a 1948 Ford F-155 Bickel-Seagrave pump-
er, which was built by King-Seagrave in 
Woodstock and originally delivered new 
to the New Hamburg Fire Department in 
1948.

The truck was sold by Wilmot Township 
in 1978 and eventually made its way 
to Alberta. The Wilmot Heritage Fire 
Brigades recently purchased the truck and 
had it transported back to the community 
where it began its firefighting career nearly 
eight decades ago.

Gingerich thanked Hillcrest Motors and 
J&R Hall Transport for their assistance 
in bringing the truck home and getting it 
tuned up, inspected and roadworthy.

Wilmot Heritage Fire Brigades unveils newest 
addition to antique collection 

Wilmot Heritage Fire Brigades members and supporters gathered Saturday for the organi-
zation’s annual open house and the unveiling of its newest antique fire truck. From left are 
Bert Currie, Janice Gingerich, Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis, Wilmot Mayor Natasha 
Salonen, Tonya Hergott, brigades president Peter Gingerich, Kyle McGrath, Marlene Miller, 
Lyle Shantz, Luanne Shantz, Harold Rudy, Blain Bechthold and Randy Hoffman.

From left, Wilmot Heritage Fire Brigades president Peter 
Gingerich is joined by Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Lou-
is and Wilmot Mayor Natasha Salonen during Saturday’s 
open house in Baden. Gingerich thanked Hillcrest Motors 
and J&R Hall Transport for helping bring the brigades’ new-
ly acquired 1948 firetruck home from Alberta and getting it 
roadworthy.

The Wilmot Her-
itage Fire Bri-
gades unveiled 
its latest addi-
tion during Sat-
urday’s open 
house in Baden. 
The 1948 Ford 
F-155 Bickel-Sea-
grave pumper 

was built by King-Seagrave in Woodstock and delivered new 
to the New Hamburg Fire Department in 1948. Sold by Wil-
mot Township in 1978, the truck was recently purchased by 
the brigade in Alberta and transported back home.

Young visitors Clyde and Norah Sprayson were among those who took in Saturday’s Wilmot 
Heritage Fire Brigades open house and barbecue in Baden. From left are Doug Ferguson, 
Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis, Clyde Sprayson, Norah Sprayson, Wilmot Mayor Nata-
sha Salonen and Tony Hergott.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
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NOTICE OF ADOPTION
Community Improvement Plan – Brownfield Financial Incentive Program

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Wilmot adopted a Commu-
nity Improvement Plan (CIP) on August 24, 2026, through the enactment of By-law 2026-65 and 
designated the whole Township as a Community Improvement Project Area through by-law 
2026-66, in accordance with Section 28 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P. 13, as amended.
PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Brownfield Financial Incentive Program enables the Township to 
provide financial incentives to landowners for the remediation and redevelopment of contaminated 
brownfield sites through a joint Tax Increment Grant program with the Region of Waterloo. This 
CIP focuses on underutilized properties within the Township, helping to overcome barriers to 
revitalization and promoting sustainable growth. 
WRITTEN AND ORAL SUBMISSIONS 
Comments received were considered as part of Council’s decision-making process.
APPEAL INFORMATION
A Notice of Appeal must be submitted to the Municipal Clerk by 4:30pm on September 16, 2026. 
You can submit your appeal in the following ways:
Online: use the OLT’s e-file service at https://olt.gov.on.ca/e-file-service by selecting Wilmot 
(Township of) as the Approval Authority (first-time users must register for a My Ontario Account). If 
the e-file portal is down, you can submit your appeal to planning@wilmot.ca.
By mail or in-person: Appellant Form (A1) is available at https://staging-oltontario.kinsta.cloud/-
forms-submissions/.
A notice of appeal must set out the reasons for the appeal, and must be accompanied by the 
required fee ($1,100) payable through the OLT e-portal or by certified cheque/money order made 
payable to the Minister of Finance. The Ontario Land Tribunal should be consulted for more 
information on the appeal process: www.olt.gov.on.ca. The Township of Wilmot appeal processing 
fee ($1,096) must be paid directly to the Township in person or by mail and be received prior to or 
at the time of submission of the appeal.
No person or public body shall be added as a party to the hearing of the appeal unless, before the 
plan was adopted, the person or public body made oral submissions at a public meeting or written 
submissions to the council or, in the opinion of the Ontario Land Tribunal, there are reasonable 
grounds to add the person or public body as a party.
The proposed CIP is exempt from approval by the Province of Ontario. The decision of the Council 
is final if a notice of appeal is not received on or before the last day for filing. 
MORE INFORMATION: The CIP is available online at: https://www.engagewr.ca/Brownfield-CIP 
Information about the CIP is available from the Township of Wilmot Development Services 
Department, located at 60 Snyder's Road West, Baden, Ontario, N3A 1A1. Additional informa-
tion may also be obtained by contacting the Planning Division at 519-634-8444 and/or 
planning@wilmot.ca.

With the Canadian National Exhibition (CNE) in full 
swing, agricultural fair ambassadors from across Ontario 
gathered in Toronto last weekend to compete in the 2026 
Ambassador of the Fairs competition.

A total of 59 ambassadors representing agricultural so-
cieties and fairs from across the province participated in 
speeches, interviews and other activities as they competed 
for the opportunity to serve as the CNE Ambassador of 
the Fairs for the coming year.

Several ambassadors from local agricultural societ-
ies made the trip to Toronto, including Brooklyn Ross 
of Tavistock, Hailey Lupton of Embro and Zorra, Erin 
Jackson representing the Wilmot Agricultural Society in 
New Hamburg, and Clare (Koch) Wight representing the 

Wellesley-North Easthope Agricultural Society.
At the end of the competition, Olivia Avery of the 

Lindsay Fair was named the 2026 CNE Ambassador of 
the Fairs.

Jared Hunter of the Kingston Fair was named first run-
ner-up and Mr. Congeniality, while Kymberly Farmer of 
the Six Nations Agricultural Society was named second 
runner-up.

The four other semi-finalists were Sara Coates of 
Parkhill, Jillian Ohm of Listowel, Samantha Norwood of 
Brooklin and Wesley O’Leary of Coldwater.

The annual competition gives ambassadors from agri-
cultural societies across Ontario an opportunity to repre-
sent their home fairs while meeting fellow ambassadors 
and promoting the province’s agricultural-fair tradition on 
one of its largest stages.

Local fair ambassadors compete at CNE 

From left, local agricultural fair ambassadors Brooklyn Ross 
of Tavistock, Hailey Lupton of Embro and Zorra, Erin Jack-
son representing the Wilmot Agricultural Society in New 
Hamburg, and Clare (Koch) Wight representing the Welles-
ley-North Easthope Agricultural Society prepare for the CNE 
Ambassador of the Fairs competition in Toronto.

From left, Wilmot Agricultural Society ambassador Erin 
Jackson, the Caledonia Fair ambassador and Welles-
ley-North Easthope Agricultural Society ambassador Clare 
(Koch) Wight gather during the CNE Ambassador of the 
Fairs competition.

A total of 59 agricultural fair ambassadors from across On-
tario competed in the 2026 CNE Ambassador of the Fairs 
competition in Toronto. Olivia Avery of the Lindsay Fair was 
named the overall winner and will serve as CNE Ambassa-
dor of the Fairs for the coming year.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)
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PRESENTATION DATE:
Wednesday, October 14

St. Marys Pyramid Recreation Centre at 2 p.m.
317 James St. S., St. Marys (The End Zone - upstairs)

Wilmot Recreation Centre at 6.30 p.m.
1291 Nafziger Rd., Baden (Wayne Roth Room)

To RSVP, email stew@stonetowntravel.com 
or call one of our offices.

St. Marys Branch: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #5003192

New Hamburg Branch: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
 TICO #5003193

Join us to learn more about our upcoming group trip:

DISCOVER CROATIA, SLOVENIADISCOVER CROATIA, SLOVENIA
AND THE ADRIATIC COASTAND THE ADRIATIC COAST

September 11-22, 2027September 11-22, 2027

DISCOVER CROATIA, SLOVENIA
AND THE ADRIATIC COAST

September 11-22, 2027

www.stonetowntravel.comwww.stonetowntravel.comwww.stonetowntravel.com

GROUP TRAVEL PRESENTATION

 Local farmer Wayne Hoffman and his watchdog, Sadie, were first in line once again for 
the Shakespeare Optimist Club’s annual chicken barbecue at the Optimist Hall last Thurs-
day. While waiting for hot chicken fresh off Jim’s barbecue, along with local corn on the 
cob from Pete and Bev Bell, baked potatoes and coleslaw from Quehl’s of Tavistock and 
rhubarb pie from Shakespeare Pies, Hoffman caught up on the latest news in the Wilm-
ot-Tavistock Gazette. Hoffman joked that, since he’s a slow reader, it takes him two days 
to get through the entire paper. As for Sadie, Hoffman says the smart pup prefers to check 
out the latest photos.

Hot chicken worth the wait 
at Shakespeare Optimist 
barbecue

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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Answers found on classified page
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100   
BIRTHDAY!

TH 
Lyle "Buck" Roth'sLyle "Buck" Roth's

Please join us at 
Home Hardware New Hamburg

for a "Coffee Break" 

Friday , August 28, 2026
9:30 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.

to recognize the late

100TH CELEBRATION

Jennifer Fewkes

In Loving Memory Of

You were just 16 when you were taken from us so suddenly
on August 25, 1994. It never gets easy to accept that you are
not here, and I have simply learned how to live with the
loss. The world was yours to discover and I can only
imagine what you would be doing today and where your
journeys would have taken you.
It was natural for you to be accepting of others, showing
them unconditional love and compassion. You could make
others feel better with just a hug or a few kind and
encouraging words. You lived for the moment, had courage
to follow your dreams and heart, took nothing for granted
and knew you could accomplish whatever you truly believed
in. You encouraged us to do the same.
I cherish in my heart the memories of your smile, warm
eyes, your laugh, our talks, the lessons you taught me and
the times we had together. You were a beautiful person and
I miss you more than words can express.

With enduring love
Your Dad

IN MEMORIAM

60th wedding annive
sa
y 

on Septe	�e
 �st�

are celebrating their

Reginald & Sylvia 

Si	�
�n

There is a get together ta�ing 

place on Sunday, August 30th

at St. George's Church 

at ��
30am.

No Gifts please

Best Wishes only

Love from 

Wayne and Reggie Anne 

Sim�son and Family

yearsyears

anniversary

1.	 What bird is a universal symbol of 
peace?

2.	 Who invented the airplane?
3.	 Which body part has the most bones?
4.	 What is the square root of 49?
5.	 How many legs does a crab have?
6.	 What three colors are on Estonia’s flag?
7.	 Which gas do plants absorb from the 

atmosphere?
8.	 Who wrote the adventures of Tom 

Sawyer?
9.	 What are the five stages of grief?
10.	Who sings the 1998 song Closing 

Time?

Answers found on classified page

WHEN IT’S HARD TO KNOW
WHAT’S TRUE ONLINE…

WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM

TURN TO THE LOCAL 
NEWS YOU CAN TRUST!

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES 
CONTACT HEATHER DUNBAR 

AT 226.261.1837 OR 
HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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TOWNSHIP OF 
EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock

Service starts at 10:30 am
Phone: 519-655-2151

All are welcome
Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur 

Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY LUTHERAN (ELCIC)
Sebastopol - Tavistock

2210 Perth Line 29
Pastor Steve Hoffard

Worship In Person or on Zoom 
Sundays at 10:00 AM

(519) 655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Julie Ellison White

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, 

with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
All ages Junior Sunday School will follow 

after the service.
All are Welcome

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario

Questions or Need Help? 
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413

tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday

ST. PAUL'S EV LUTHERAN CHURCH - LCC
Regular Service - 2 pm Sunday 

Cemetery Decoration Service 20 September 
2 pm

19 Wellington St., Tavistock 519 276 0701
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

WILMOT TOWNSHIP

ST GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Corner of Waterloo St and Byron St, 

New Hamburg
Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.  

All are welcome.
https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd, Wilmot Township

All are welcome.
Contact Carol Massel: 519-502-8648

carol@masselsmarine.com

ST AGATHA MENNONITE CHURCH
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 

Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour 

and sermon discussion. 
All are welcome

OASIS MENNONITE CHURCH 
66 Mill Street, Baden, ON
Sunday School at 10:15 AM

Worship service at 11:00 AM
Pastors: Richard Bean and Gabriel Jantzi

www. oasismennonite.com

To have your place of 
worship listing included 

here, please contact 
thewtgazette@gmail.com

By Sydney Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through 
the past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

August 17 - 24, 2016, Edition (10 years 
ago)

A sold-out crowd jammed into a field 
just east of Tavistock on Monday night to 
witness the RCMP Musical Ride – a co-
lourful spectacle that featured 32 horses 
and riders in finely rehearsed maneuvers 
that reflect the 130-year-old tradition of 
our national symbols of law and order. 
This was the first time the Musical Ride 
was held in Tavistock and a tremendous 
achievement for the Tavistock Agricultur-
al Society. The society had applied to host 
the event previously, but was unsuccess-
ful.

The 31st annual Fall Fair Ambassador 
competition will be held in the Tavistock 
Memorial Hall on Friday night, Sept. 10, 
2016, beginning at 7:30 p.m. Four ladies 
have entered the competition sponsored 
by local clubs and organizations. Tina 
Nauta, 17, is a graduate of Huron Park 
Secondary School in Woodstock and will 
be attending the University of Guelph, 
Ontario Veterinary College in September 
to study animal biology. Victoria “Tori” 
Ramseyer, 19, will be entering her second 
year at Sheridan College studying in the 
social services program. Kristin Ropp, 
17, has just completed Grade 11 at Water-
loo-Oxford District Secondary School in 
Baden. Denisa Suteu, 17, recently gradu-
ated from Waterloo-Oxford District Sec-
ondary School in Baden and will attend 
the University of Waterloo in September 
to study psychology and business.

Eighteen years ago, the late Dave Oli-
phant was mayor of East Zorra-Tavistock 
and Dennis O’Neil was hired as the town-
ship’s new road superintendent. Over the 
years, the jobs didn’t change but the name 
did and O’Neil became the director of 
public works and development. Last Fri-
day afternoon, Aug. 19, former and pres-
ent township staff and professional col-
leagues joined together to honour O’Neil, 
say farewell and wish him success in his 
new career.

August 16 - 23, 2006, Edition (20 years 
ago)

Erie Thames Services Corporation 
recently won the “Outsourced Cus-
tomer Care Initiative” category for the 

2005/2006 Awards for Customer In-
formation Systems/Customer Resource 
Management Excellence with their sub-
mission to “Hosted Solutions by Utilities 
for Utilities.” The award is part of the 
Utility Planning Networks’ (UPN) Utility 
Awards Program recognizing utilities for 
exceptional customer care for and related 
information technology initiatives.

The success of Sunday afternoon’s 
Pickin’ in the Park fundraiser for the Ta-
vistock Agricultural Society has given 
organizers hope in making it an annual 
event. Eight musical acts took to the stage 
in Queen’s Park and entertained over 400 
eager patrons who also lined up for beef 
on a bun offered by the agricultural soci-
ety and French fries from the Tavistock 
Optimist Club. Sometime overnight on 
Saturday, fall arrived, driving tempera-
tures down and blanketing the area in a 
thick fog. Sunday, however, the cooler 
weather brought intermittent sunny peri-
ods and not a drop of rain. It was the per-
fect day for the outdoor event. People were 
so pleased with the results, they called for 
an encore at the end of the show.

August 20 - 27, 1986, Edition (40 years 
ago)

Jaysen Cole and David Lebold will be 
representing the Tavistock Optimist Club 
in the District Golf Tournament in 1987 
after winning the local contest on Sat-
urday, Aug. 16, at the Tavistock course. 
Jaysen won the Junior Division with a 
67 score on the two rounds of the nine-
hole course. David had a 76 for the senior 
win. Nineteen boys took part in the an-
nual tournament now in its seventh year, 
13 of them in the Junior Division. At the 
end of the rounds, the boys each were able 
to choose from the countless donations 
of prizes. There were golf balls, cassette 
tapes, horseshoe sets, calculators, bike 
chain locks and padlocks.

The proposed closing of the rail line be-
tween Tavistock and Stratford met with no 
objection from the Township of East Zor-
ra-Tavistock council at their meeting on 
Aug. 20. The line is a money losing busi-
ness on that particular spur as it has re-
corded only nine cars in the past 10 years. 
Martin Feed Mill in Tavistock is the only 
business serviced by the line. The cost of 
keeping the line open is about $45,000 
compared to the $10,000 revenue it brings 
in. A resolution was passed stating no 
objection and will be sent to the Canada 
Transport Commission.

The Old Gazettes
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SPORTSThe Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
Braves lose 5-4 in preseason matchup with Aylmer 

Pictured on the left, Hayden Doerbecker takes a faceoff for the Tavistock Braves during their preseason home game against the Aylmer Spitfires. On the right, Rowan Bartlett passes the 
puck up the ice from behind his own net. Bartlett scored a goal while Doerbecker registered an assist in the Braves' 5-4 loss to Aylmer.

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTOS)

The opening ceremonies of the U17 
Eastern Canadian Championships in New 
Hamburg Aug. 20 included a special trib-
ute to the late Brian “Papa” Pfaff and the 
lasting impact he had on young athletes 
throughout Wilmot Township.

Known affectionately as Papa Pfaff, 
Pfaff was a bonus grandfather, father fig-
ure, mentor and role model to countless 
young people in New Hamburg and the 
surrounding community.

He was someone who simply showed 
up.

Whether encouraging young athletes to 
work hard, teaching them the importance 
of teamwork or demonstrating good 
sportsmanship, Papa Pfaff helped young 
people understand they could compete 
fiercely while still treating teammates, 
opponents and others with kindness and 
respect.

His influence reached athletes in-
volved with the Thunder, Huskies and 
Wolverines, along with countless fami-
lies throughout the community.

Papa Pfaff understood that while games 
eventually end and scores are forgotten, 
the way people are treated and the lessons 
learned through sport can last a lifetime.

Members of the Wilmot Thunder wore 
yellow ribbons on their jerseys through-
out the tournament in his memory.

The tribute became a family moment 
during the opening ceremonies when 
Papa Pfaff’s brother, Berti, threw the 
ceremonial first pitch to Pfaff’s grandson 
and Wilmot Thunder player Parker Pfaff.

After catching the pitch, Parker Pfaff re-
turned the ball to his uncle before the two 
shared an emotional hug and handshake.

Papa Brian Pfaff honoured at U17 Eastern Canadian Championships
GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Wilmot Mayor Natasha Salonen welcomes players, families and visitors to New Hamburg during Thursday’s opening ceremonies for the 
U17 Eastern Canadian Championships. Salonen encouraged those visiting Wilmot for the tournament to take some time to explore the 
community’s restaurants, shops and other local attractions.

Brian “Papa” Pfaff’s brother, Berti, throws the ceremonial first pitch 
to Brian’s grandson, Wilmot Thunder player Parker Pfaff, during the 
opening ceremonies of the U17 Eastern Canadian Championships in 
New Hamburg. After making the catch, Parker Pfaff returned the ball 
before the two shared a hug and handshake.

Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis congratulates Wilmot Thunder 
player Parker Pfaff during Thursday’s opening ceremonies. The 
Thunder wore yellow ribbons on their jerseys during the tournament 
in memory of Parker Pfaff’s grandfather, the late Brian “Papa” Pfaff.

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
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When thunder, lightning and heavy 
rain rolled into New Hamburg over the 
weekend, it was Mother Nature – not the 
Wilmot Thunder – that ultimately brought 
the U17 Eastern Canadian Championships 
to an early end.

Coming off an undefeated season, the 
host Wilmot Thunder welcomed five other 

teams from Ontario, Quebec and Nova 
Scotia for the championship tournament, 
giving players an opportunity to com-
pete against athletes from across Eastern 
Canada, build new friendships and create 
lasting memories.

Tournament committee member Angie 
Hallman said that while Sunday’s games 
were ultimately rained out, the six teams 
enjoyed the competition and camaraderie 
throughout the weekend.

“The biggest win of all was seeing the 
community come out in full force to cheer 
on the athletes from the three different 
provinces,” Hallman said.

“The support, the friendships, the laughs 
and the memories made along the way are 
what this tournament journey was really 
all about.”

Competing alongside the host Wilmot 
Thunder were Bellechasse Fastball from 
Quebec, the Innerkip Eagles, Kawartha 

Kraken and Norwich Hitmen from 
Ontario, and the St. Joseph’s Chiefs from 
Nova Scotia.

Despite the disappointing end to the 
tournament, the weekend gave the Wilmot 
Thunder an opportunity to cap off a suc-
cessful season by competing on their home 
diamonds against some of the top U17 
teams from Eastern Canada.

Wilmot Thunder hosts U17 Eastern Canadian 
Championships in New Hamburg

It was a close play at the plate during U-17 Eastern Canadian Championship action in New 
Hamburg Thursday afternoon.

Members of this year’s Wilmot Thunder U17 team include Josh Jones, Jody Pfaff, Trevor 
Shantz, Vance Hallman, Will Koperqualuk, Ethan Pickersgill, Joe VanDalen, Harm Hartwick, 
Lukas Stoll, Malcolm Leu, Parker Pfaff, Rese Phibbs, bat retriever Ty Buchanan, Julian 
Jones, Jared Shantz and Cullen Buchanan. 

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(SHANON HILL MEDIA PHOTO)

(ANGIE HALLMAN PHOTO)

The Maue family team won the annual Foxboro Green charity golf tournament to benefit 
HopeSpring Cancer Support Centre. Shown, from left to right, are family patriarch and 
golf pro Gus Maue, and players Carter Maue, Abbey Maue and Merrin Manser. Absent is 
foursome member Margo Maue.

Foxboro Green golfers 
raise more than $20,000 
for HopeSpring Cancer 
Support Centre

Sixty golfers teed up at Foxwood Golf 
Club on Aug. 13 as part of the annual 
Foxboro Green charity golf tournament 
to benefit HopeSpring Cancer Support 
Centre. 

The event also included a 110-item si-
lent auction and a barbecue dinner. The 
tournament raised a total of $20,750 for 
HopeSpring.

The winning team in the tournament 
were all members of the Maue family. 
Gus and Audrey Maue are Foxboro Green 
residents; Gus is a well-known golf pro 
who once owned Foxwood. The Maues 

were represented by grandkids Carter 
Maue, Abbey Maue, Merrrin Manser and 
daughter-in-law Margo Maue.

A total of 71 Foxboro residents and lo-
cal businesses signed up as hole sponsors 
for the tournament.

The Foxboro Green charity golf tour-
nament has been run for as long as there 
has been a Foxboro Green – approximate-
ly 32 years. This year’s tournament was 
organized by a committee of Foxboro 
residents that included Tony Egan, Paul 
Solomonian, Neil Campbell, Julie Morris 
and Paul Knowles. More than two dozen 
Foxboro residents volunteered during the 
day.

PAUL KNOWLES

Gazette Correspondent

(PAUL KNOWLES  PHOTO)
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The Red Shed beside St. 
James Lutheran Church in North 
Easthope was a busy place 
Thursday evening as a sold-out 
crowd gathered for the church’s 
annual fundraising barbecue.

Located just off Perth Line 45, 
northeast of Amulree, the church 
welcomed supporters for a ham 
and corn-on-the-cob dinner with 
all the fixings, followed by an 
evening of live entertainment in 
the Red Shed.

The event raised an impres-
sive $5,700, with proceeds sup-
porting three important causes 
– the Wellesley Food Cupboard, 

Milverton Food Bank and area 
youth who will be travelling to 
British Columbia for an upcom-
ing national youth conference.

Organizer Carol Horst thanked 
everyone who came out on a 
perfect summer evening to en-
joy the meal, entertainment and 
fellowship while supporting the 
local community.

Those attending were treated 
to toe-tapping country music 
performed by the Dynamic Duo, 
formerly known as Dianne and 
the Country Cavaliers.

Following another successful 
event, organizers are already 
looking ahead and hope to host 
the Red Shed fundraiser again 
next August.

St. James Red Shed barbecue raises $5,700 for local causes 

A sold-out crowd enjoys a ham and corn-on-the-cob supper during the annual Red Shed fundraiser at St. James 
Lutheran Church in North Easthope Township. The event raised $5,700 for the Wellesley Food Cupboard, Milver-
ton Food Bank and area youth attending an upcoming national youth conference in British Columbia.

The Dynamic Duo provided toe-tapping, down-home country music during the Red Shed 
fundraiser Thursday evening. The group was formerly known as Dianne and the Country 
Cavaliers.

Area youth who will be travelling to British Columbia for an upcoming national youth con-
ference gather at the Red Shed fundraiser. A portion of the $5,700 raised at the sold-out 
barbecue will help support their trip.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(CAROL HORST PHOTOS)

Wilmot Lions / Lioness Club secretary Joan Bilinsky presents a certificate of appreciation to the owners of the New Ham-
burg Sobeys grocery store – Shawn and Tanisha Merner – for their past, current and hopefully future support of the club 
and events they assist with, both in the store and outside the store, selling tickets and hosting fundraising barbecues.

Wilmot Lions / Lioness Club treasurer Marjorie Heimpel presents 
a cheque for $ 5,000 to Trisha Robinson, director of the Wilmot & 
Wellesley Resource Centre, for their ongoing support and service 
to the community.

Wilmot Lions / Lioness Club hosts Year End Dinner and 
Appreciation Evening

(GARY HOY PHOTOS)
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Pet of the Week
SWIFT

Meet Swift, an energetic and affectionate two-
year-old pup who has been waiting for her furever 
home for over 200 days. With a heart full of love 
and enthusiasm for life, Swift is happy to join in the 
fun wherever you go - to the park, the trails, or the 
couch for some cuddles!
Swift thrives with lots of activity and structure, and 

she’d do best in an active home with no shared 
walls. But she has a softer side, too. After a busy 
day, she's more than happy to curl up beside her 
favourite people for some well-earned snuggles.
If you're looking for a loyal, fun-loving companion 

who will shower your family with affection, Swift 
may be a perfect fit. Meet Swift in-person at our 
Stratford Centre or online at kwsphumane.ca!

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

E P D V Y L O M E O V S R E T A E W S U
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FALL IS IN THE AIR
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Members of the Shakespeare Optimist 
Club served close to 800 hungry cus-
tomers during the club’s popular annual 
chicken barbecue at the Optimist Hall last 
Thursday evening.

Meals were quickly served drive-
through style and included a half bar-
becue chicken, corn on the cob from the 
farm of Shakespeare’s Pete and Bev Bell, 
baked potatoes from Quehl’s Restaurant, 
homemade coleslaw and rhubarb pie from 
Shakespeare Pies.

Takeout boxes for the fundraiser were 
donated by Cascades in St. Marys, which 

supports the event and other area not-for-
profit organizations.

In addition to serving up hundreds of 
meals, the Optimists held a 50/50 draw 
during the fundraiser.

Club president Jeremy Witzel pulled 
the winning ticket belonging to Sharon 
DeWys, who lives south of Stratford with 
her husband, John. DeWys took home 
$1,632 as her share of the 50/50 proceeds.

The Shakespeare Optimist Club is al-
ready looking ahead to its next popular 
community meal. The annual sauerkraut, 
pigtail and rolled-rib dinner, featuring 
meat from Kennedy’s of St. Agatha, is 
planned for late November.

Shakespeare Optimist 
Club serves up annual 
chicken barbecue

From left, Shakespeare Optimist Club barbecue chair Murray Schlotzhauer, 50/50 winners 
John and Sharon DeWys, and Optimist member and past district governor Paul “Buck” 
Mathieson at the club’s annual chicken barbecue. Sharon DeWys took home $1,632 as her 
share of the 50/50 draw.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

We Think You Could Do Better.
Ask us how income investments earn you  

monthly income without monthly fees.

Private Wealth Income Portfolios

519.883.6066  •  twealthgroup.ca

© 2026 Raymond James Ltd. All rights reserved. Raymond James Ltd. is an indirect wholly-owned subsidiary of Raymond James Financial,Inc., 
regulated by the Canadian Investment Regulatory Organization (CIRO) and is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund.
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Leaving the summer and 
relaxed vibes behind, the first 
day of school is a time of change. 
Let’s leave some bad habits 
behind and go into September 
with more than a new backpack 
and school supplies. Let’s start 
the 2026 school year off with 
heaps of healthy new habits.

Raising healthy kids is about 
living by example as well as 
setting them up for success. 
There are lots of life skills that 
build a foundation for good 
grades today and confidence for 

the future. Physical, emotional 
and mental health are the 
foundation to live in balance 
long-term. 

First up is a consistent sleep 
schedule. This may be a bit 
tricky during the first few weeks 
back at school until homework 
and extracurricular activities 
are in full swing. Preschool to 
graduation, the hours range from 
eight to 13 nightly. Adequate 
sleep is key to cognitive 
function, growth, strong immune 
system and a happy-go-lucky 

mood. Build a bedtime regime. 
Bedtime snacks should be 
whole foods. Sugar and simple 
carbs are out. Sorry grandma, 
no raisin toast slathered in butter 
with a glass of orange juice 
for the grandkids. Bathtime, 
reading, a cup of chamomile 
tea and an appropriate amount 
of magnesium is the perfect 
protocol. Avoid blue light as it 
disrupts the body’s sleep-wake 
cycle. 

Good mornings are easy if 
meals are prepared the night 
before. Clothes are laid out, 
no last-minute homework and 
backpacks are ready to go. Limit 
screen time to and from school. 
Listen to their concerns or share 
excitement on the way and be 
supportive at the end of the day. 

Breakfast builds a strong body 
and provides energy for the 

day. Think about whole food. 
Eggs, oatmeal, sourdough and 
kefir with fruit are gut love. 
Smoothies are a snap and can 
hide vitamins, greens, powders 
and plenty of yuck for kids of all 
ages. I am a huge fan of overnight 
chia pudding in single servings 
prepped by your minis. Healthy 
muffins on hand, granola bars or 
low sugar protein bars are great 
grab-and-go options. 

Lunches should include raw 
fruit and veggies in season. How 
about hummus, guacamole, 
cheese, eggs or low-sugar 
yogurt for snacks. At the end 
of the day, show tough love 
and serve whole foods. It’s the 
responsibility of caregivers 
to build their body and brain. 
Cutesy coloured packages of 
processed food may make you 
popular, but type-2 diabetes and 

obesity are no joke. 
Outside time is important to 

decompress before hitting the 
homework.

The world is a stressful place 
and children need a safe space 
to be heard. Mental stress starts 
early in today’s landscape. Stress 
sets up children for tummies 
and headaches, constipation 
and tears. Changing hormones 
impacts coping ability. Bullying 
is real. 

A healthy, nutrient-dense diet, 
high-quality multi-vitamin, 
magnesium and vitamin D are 
key supplements. Speak to 
your health practitioner about 
boosting your child’s immune 
system. 

Always speak to your health 
practitioner before starting any 
new protocol. 

Back-to-school healthy hacks

By Mercedes Kay Gold

HEAPS OF 
HEALTHY 

TIPS 

Probably the most unnerving aspect of 
the 2021 Stratford Xinyi glass factory epi-
sode was learning how long the enterprise 
had been brewing before the public heard 
of it. Two long years. How was that possi-
ble, I wondered; something of that scale, 
with an array of environmental concerns, 
positioned on arable farmland?

It was only through the grinding efforts 
of numerous local citizens that we final-
ly came across the winning explanation. 
It was due to secret council meetings, 
non-disclosure agreements and undemo-
cratic provincial instruments called mu-
nicipal zoning orders (MZO), which could 
override municipal objections and which 
could not be appealed.

Now, many communities across this 
country are being ambushed through 
speed and secrecy with their own version 
of the glass factory, by enterprises many 

times larger (some resembling the size of 
Manhattan) in the guise of AI hyperscale 
data centres.

Lured by promises of tax infusions and 
pushed by American tech oligarchs locked 
in an AI arms race, their ambush is reck-
less, bereft of proper regulatory guardrails 
and, to many, cause for great alarm. These 
include Nobel laureate and “father of AI” 
Geoffrey Hinton; Pope Leo; and numer-
ous individuals at a high level in the tech 
world such as Anthropic’s co-founder, 
Jack Clark

There is much to worry about with AI 
itself before one considers the perils of 
poorly conceived hyperscale data centres, 
and their voracious demands for water, 
energy, land or their sound, light and air 
pollution.

Most recently, we are learning about 
events which should trump every concern 
— that of AI agents escaping their con-
tainment, a kind of Frankenstein monster 
which no longer listens to or reports to its 

master, as captured in Matteo Wong’s ar-
ticle in The Atlantic, “It May be Time to 
Panic about AI.”

As Charlie Warzel sets out in his sub-
sequent Atlantic article, “Too much is 
Happening too fast,” “That a defining fea-
ture of all the AI evangelizing is its frenet-
ic pace … that one of AI’s enduing cultural 
impacts is to make people feel like they’re 
losing their mind.”

It is in this context that municipalities 
are being rushed into decision-making for 
which there is too much to learn and many 
consequential questions and long-term 
concerns that need to be addressed.

Too, there may be questions which sim-
ply can’t be predicted and answered now 
because the AI story is still unfolding and 
brave citizens are shaping it. Polls indi-
cate a majority of people are opposed to 
data centres being built near them and that 
young people saddled with post-secondary 
school debt see few employment prospects 
in a world infested with unregulated artifi-
cial intelligence. They see AI stealing their 
human agency.

The stakes are too high and the costs need 
to be weighed against the benefits. Could 
a community run out of water? What does 
closed loop really mean? Could electricity 
rates be impacted? Can the electrical grid 
sustain demand and who would have pri-
ority under what circumstances? New jobs 
would only occur during the construction 
phase, so little or no enticement of em-
ployment. And what about the impact to 
a community’s commitment to climate re-
duction in relation to power generation? If 
technology changes such that data centres 
are rendered, who is responsible for their 
dismantling and clean-up? Or in a time, 
when 319 acres of arable farmland disap-
pears each day, is this the best land use or 
should it support local food security?

As with the Xinyi glass factory, citizens 

in each community deserve to know what 
their elected officials have in mind, par-
ticularly in a timely and transparent way. 
For mega projects, such as hyperscale data 
centres, or glass factories, citizens must be 
central to the approval process, and this 
will take time.

Each community must do its due dili-
gence in determining what kind of enter-
prises are most suitable for their unique 
location. Those specifications need to be 
proactively and formally set out in docu-
ments such as official plans that are part of 
the terms and conditions any prospective 
developer is provided at the onset of their 
interest.

The good news is that many communi-
ties and states around the U.S. and Canada 
are cautiously delaying commitments to 
AI data centres until they have sufficient 
opportunity to study what is suitable for 
them and many of these efforts are finding 
bi-partisan agreement.

Countries like Canada are starting to 
shake off the stranglehold of American 
tech companies in order to develop their 
own digital sovereignty aligned with 
their own values and needs. They are re-
jecting the trap and psychological sales 
pitch that tech companies have used for so 
long; “better do this now so you don’t fall 
behind.”

Well, we fell for that line before and we 
won’t be doing that again.

Loreena McKennitt is an officer of The 
Order of Canada, director of The Falstaff 
Family Centre (Stratford) and found-
er of The Stolen Child Project and Wise 
Communities.

Sidebar: Stratford city council will take 
a proactive role on Sept. 14 when Coun. 
Jo-Dee Burbach will present a motion pro-
posing a guiding framework for data-cen-
tre proposals in the city, including the ex-
clusion of any large-scale centres.

What do AI data centres and glass factories have in common?
LOREENA MCKENNITT

Submitted to the Gazette
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I grew up in a traditional, ru-
ral, Canadian family with roots 
in the United Kingdom and all of 
its traditions. So, when I hear the 
word “dumpling,” I first think of 
those balls of dough (flour, suet 
and water) usually cooked on top 
of a stew.

They can be a treat – although 
one suspects that the flavour 
comes almost entirely from the 
juice of the stew.

They are not, however, what 
you are going to find if you fol-
low the Dumpling Trail in Rich-
mond, B.C. These dumplings are 
the Chinese variety – a dough or 
starch wrapper filled with sundry 
delicious things. And you will 
find almost limitless variations 
on the theme in the 16 eateries 
that are officially included in the 
Dumpling Trail. This is the trail’s 
10th anniversary, says Nancy 
Small, the delightful CEO of 
Tourism Richmond.

It’s not surprising that Rich-
mond – the city immediately ad-
jacent to Vancouver – is home to 
the world’s only Dumpling Trail 
because Richmond is the city 
with the highest population of 
folks who identify as Asian at 74 
per cent.

I was more than intrigued by 
the culture and cuisine in the city, 
which certainly reflects this de-
mographic. Hosted by Tourism 
Richmond, I was part of a small 
group of travel journalists who 
spent a few days exploring – well, 
honestly, mostly eating – our way 
through the community. We were 
taken to a food court in a mall, 
which I thought was a bit weird, 
except it was a truly unique expe-
rience because every food booth 
in the extensive court offered 
some kind of Asian food. There 
wasn’t a McDonalds or a Tim-
mies in sight. 

We also visited the Richmond 
Night Market, a multi-coloured 
mash-up of carnival, flea-market 
and Asian street food conven-
tion. Sadly, according to reports 
online, the night market may be 
closing, permanently, because 
the leased site has been sold. I 
hope they find a solution to this 
because, while I don’t care a bit 
about the flea market or carnival 
games, I was blown away by the 
variety and excellence of the food 
on offer. There was Chinese food, 

Korean food, Japanese food and 
more. I feasted on squid, dim sum 
and, finally, a huge serving of bao 
buns topped with ice cream and 
sauce. It bordered on sinful and 
it was delicious; and also enter-
taining as the guys in the booth 
could have starred in a Vaudeville 
revue!

But back to the Dumpling Trail. 
This is more traditional dining 
in actual restaurants, not food 
booths.

And while they all serve Chi-
nese dumplings, their menus are 
really quite different, one from 
the other. And dumplings are 
simply a few of the many dishes 
on offer.

This, by the way, is real Chi-
nese food. Not the fare offered by 
the “Chinese” restaurants in ev-
ery Canadian small town featur-
ing sweet and sour chicken balls 
and egg fried rice. Most of the 
items in these local restaurants 
have been created to match North 
American tastes and usually bear 
little resemblance to anything au-
thentically Asian.

Compare that to a few of the 
items at the Jade Seafood Restau-
rant in Richmond, where own-
er David Chung joined us for a 
feast of epic proportions. The 
dumpling choices include Guo 
Tie (potstickers – Chinese fried 
pork and cabbage); Ham Sui Gok 
(glutinous rice stuffed with pork, 
mushrooms and shrimp); and Har 
Gow (prawn and bamboo filling).

But the meal went galaxies be-
yond dumplings. We had king 
crab, wagyu steak, rock cod, 
roasted rock salt chicken, squid 
and much, much more.

The previous evening, we had 

dined at the Dinesty Dumpling 
House, where we enjoyed soup 
dumplings, where somehow, hot 
soup is trapped inside the dump-
ling. Delicious!

We ate lunch at the Empire Sea-
food Restaurant, where tradition-
al dim sum is served from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. only. It was a Monday, 
when many restaurants simply 
close for lack of business. The 
Empire – a big space, by the way 
– was jammed. And dumplings? 
Of course! They are always part 
of dim sum, but the other options 
(there were 45 menu items just for 
dim sum) far outnumbered the 
dumpling varieties. By the way, 
the regular menu at the Empire 
runs to hundreds of options.

Vegetables – varieties usually 
found on Canadian tables, such as 
asparagus and beans, and others 
that we may never have encoun-
tered like Gai Lan or Lotus Root 
– are common on these menus. 
Desserts are unlike anything 
we’re used to. At the Empire, 
you could (I didn’t) order double 
boiled bird’s nest soup with sweet 
almond cream. At Jade, we had 
delicious coconut milk taro sago 
dessert. At Dinesty, I loved the 
mango pudding.

If you are food lover and plan-
ning to visit British Columbia, I 
can honestly recommend that you 
plan to have two or three meals in 
the Dumpling Trail restaurants of 
Richmond.

One caution. A surprising 
number of these eateries are not 
licensed. I was told, unofficially, 
that this is because many of the 
owners are fundamentalist Chris-
tians who frown on the consump-
tion of alcohol. So, be prepared.

Or, be sure you include Jade 
Seafood in your itinerary, where 
David Chung happily poured 
glass after glass of excellent wine 
for his feasting friends.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and past president 
of the Travel Media Association 
of Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.

Following Richmond’s Dumpling Trail

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

The energetic purveyor of Bao Bun desserts at the Richmond Night Market.

David Chung, owner of Jade Seafood Restaurant, one of 16 eateries that are 
part of the Dumpling Trail in Richmond, B.C.

Dumplings and other dim sum delights at the Richmond Night Market.

Just some of the food served to eager travel journalists at the Jade Seafood 
Restaurant.

By Paul Knowles

OH, THE 
PLACES 

WE'LL GO
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Members of the North Easthope Antique 
Tractor Club (NEAT) rolled into Tavistock last 
week for a fundraising breakfast hosted by the 
Tavistock Men’s Club.

With dozens of antique tractors that once 
worked fields throughout the area parked near-
by, 42 club members sat down together for a 
hearty breakfast, conversation and a chance to 
catch up on the happenings of the week.

During the gathering, NEAT members also 
offered their condolences to the men’s club fol-
lowing the recent passing of longtime member 
and Tavistock-area farmer Keith Wiffen.

Proceeds from the breakfast will help the 

Tavistock Men’s Club continue supporting 
organizations and activities throughout the 
community.

Among the groups that have received sup-
port from the club are local 4-H clubs, Team 
Unity Synchronized Skating, the Tavistock and 
District Figure Skating Club, Tavistock Athletics 
ball teams and the Tavistock Tornadoes soccer 
program.

The club also continues to operate the food 
booth at the Tavistock arena with the help of lo-
cal volunteers, something members have been 
doing for many years.

While the club’s popular sauerkraut is cur-
rently sold out, members will soon be preparing 
another batch once locally grown cabbages are 
ready for harvest.

Tavistock Men’s Club welcomes NEAT members for 
fundraising breakfast

Tavistock Men’s Club members, wearing red shirts, gather with members of the 
North Easthope Antique Tractor Club following last week’s fundraising breakfast. 
Dozens of antique tractors brought by NEAT members are parked in the back-
ground across from the Men’s Club Hall on Woodstock Street North in Tavistock.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983

Waterloo Regional Police are continuing 
to investigate a collision in Wilmot involv-
ing a fuel truck and pickup truck.

On Aug. 20 at approximately 4:30 p.m., 
police responded to reports of a collision 

involving a fuel truck and a pickup truck 
on Walker Road at Oxford-Waterloo Road. 

Through the investigation, police say 
they determined that the driver of the fuel 
truck lost control while making a right 
turn, causing the vehicle to overturn. The 
tanker, which was carrying diesel fuel, 
then struck a passing pickup truck before 

coming to a rest on its side, resulting in a 
diesel fuel spill.  

The driver of the fuel truck was 
transported to a local hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries. The driver of 
the pickup truck was treated at the scene 
for non-life-threatening injuries. 

The Ministry of Environment was 

notified and responded. 
The investigation is ongoing, and police 

say charges are anticipated.
Anyone who witnessed the collision or 

has dash camera footage is asked to con-
tact the Waterloo Regional Police Service 
at 519-570-9777 ext. 6399.

Waterloo Regional Police investigating collision in Wilmot
WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF

thewtgazette@gmail.com

Residents of the Maples Home for 
Seniors and their families and friends were 
treated to the sounds of Scotland recently 
during the annual visit from the Ingersoll 
Pipe Band.

The pipes and drums could be heard 

throughout the neighbourhood as mem-
bers of the band marched from the park-
ing lot and gathered outside the Maples on 
William Street in Tavistock.

Warm August weather provided perfect 
conditions for an outdoor performance, 
with a large crowd gathering in front of 
the seniors' residence to enjoy more than 
an hour of traditional Scottish music.

Maples executive director Joan Hergott 
welcomed residents, family members, 
neighbours and other visitors before the 
band began its performance.

Between songs, the band's pipe major 
shared some of the history of the centu-
ry-old organization, including the role 
women have played in ensuring the band's 
continued success.

He explained women were first per-
mitted to join the band in 1970 and said 
their musical talents have since become 

essential to keeping the tradition alive.
The pipe major also drew some laughs 

when someone in the audience asked the 
age-old question of what band members 
wear beneath their kilts.

“Their shoes!” he replied with a smile.
Following the performance, Maples 

staff treated those in attendance – includ-
ing members of the band – to ice cream 
with plenty of toppings, bringing another 
memorable summer evening at the Maples 
to a close.

Ingersoll Pipe Band brings sounds of Scotland to the Maples

Members of the Ingersoll Pipe Band march up the hill from the parking lot to the front of the 
Maples Home for Seniors on William Street in Tavistock during the band's annual summer 
visit.

Residents of the Maples Home for Seniors gather with family members and friends to enjoy 
the annual performance by the Ingersoll Pipe Band.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 28
Wellesley Township Fall Fair 2nd annual 
Senior Tea
2:30 - 4:00 p.m.
Seniors and almost seniors from Wellesley 
Township and their surrounding communities 
are invited to a special afternoon celebrating 
the people who have helped build and support 
the rich tradition of the Wellesley Fall Fair. 
Live entertainment by the “Dynamic Duo”. 
Call Joanne Stewart for details-519-658-0764.
Bill Gies Recreation Centre
1401 Queens Bush Rd, Wellesley
SATURDAY, AUGUST 29
Saturday Stroll in Sylvan Splendor 
1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
Spruce Haven Farm is a haven for butterflies, 
birds, moths, endangered American chestnut 
tree, tall grass prairie and much more. Come 
and explore. Free. Details and registration: 
https://letstreewilmot.ca/events/
Spruce Haven Farm, St Agatha
MONDAY, AUGUST 31
Food Trucks at Grace United Church Tavistock
4:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Born2Eat, Los Rolling Tacos, Fo'Cheezy
Donations to Tavistock Agricultural Society
Grace United Church
116 Woodstock St. S. Tavistock
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER  1
Ostomy Support Group Meeting
7 p.m.
Speaker – Paul D’Souza from Coloplast
Learn about ostomy products and services 
from Coloplast. Social time and snacks.  
Everyone welcome.
(519)273-4327
93 Morgan St., Stratford
Perth East council meeting
7 p.m.
Council chambers
25 Mill Street East, Milverton
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER  2
East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
9 a.m.
Council Chambers
89 Loveys Street East, Hickson
Reaching Ontario Sharing Education (ROSE) 
program
2 p.m.
Learn about the Stratford Mission Depot with 
founder Jean Aitcheson who will be speaking. 
Co-hosted by the Braemar W.I. and the ACW 
of Christ Church. It is wheelchair accessible 
building and all are welcome. Refreshments 
will be served. Questions lauracgreen77@
gmail.com.
Christ Church
595815 Oxford 59 Huntingford

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
Community Care Concepts Lunch and 
Fellowship
12 p.m.
Please register by September 4 by calling 
519-664-1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900
Wellesley Recreation Complex, 
1401 Queen’s Bush Rd., Wellesley
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER  13
OPTIMIST CLUB OF PETERSBURG 
BREAKFAST IN THE PARK
8:30 - 12 noon
Petersburg Park
1338 Notre Dame Dr., Petersburg
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
Garden Wilmot event: Youth Appreciation 
Night, and learn about Moths
7 p.m.
We’ll celebrate the achievements of our Junior 
Gardeners. Our speaker, Alan Macnaughton, 
is an award winning amateur entomologist 
who will introduce us to the fascinating world 
of moths.
Wilmot Rec Complex, 
1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
Community Care Concepts Lunch and 
Fellowship
12 p.m.
Please register bySeptember 11 by calling 
519-664-1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900
Wilmot Rec Complex, 
1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
Morningside Community Fall Craft Show
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Free Admission. Wreaths, table decor, 
Halloween, hostess gifts, Raffle & more Coffee 
& a Slice.
10 Homestead Place, New Hamburg
Perth County Beef Farmers Annual Beef 
BBQ Dinner
Dinner 5-7:30 p.m. Live Music 6-10 p.m.
For tickets email perthcountybeef@gmail.
com. For more information contact Angela 
Schneider 519-291-8668
Milverton Agri Centre (MAC) 
17 Pierson Street, Milverton
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER  20
Wilmot Terry Fox Run
9-11 a.m.
Wilmot Rec Centre, 
Schmidt Woods Trail
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Wellesley Council meeting
6:45 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Community Care Concepts Lunch and 
Fellowship
12 p.m.
Please register bySeptember 18 by calling 
519-664-1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900
Linwood Community Centre, 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
CMHA Huron Perth Recovery Breakfast, 
in recognition of Recovery Month
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
By donation. Eggs, Bacon, Hashbrowns, Toast, 
Fruit, Sweet Treats, Coffee, Tea Juice
Generous Donations by : Ontario Pork 
Congress, Egg Farmers Of Ontario, Cobs 
Bread, The Local Community Food Centre, 
Festival City Dairy, Joe’s Diner, To Bean Or 
Not To Bean, Zehrs.
Holy Trinity Anglican Church ( formerly St. 
James) 41 Mornington Street, Stratford
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
Oxford Philatelic Society Circuit Book 
(Stamp) Fair
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Free Admission & Parking
Stop in and buy some stamps and meet fellow 
stamp collectors.
About 8 participating stamp clubs.
Contact: dheaton3e3@gmail.com 
Website: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford
Church of the Epiphany, 
560 Dundas Street, Woodstock
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9
Wilmot Council meeting
6-7 p.m.
Council chambers
60 Snyder’s Road W., Baden
TAVISTOCK FAIR BOOK SALE
The Second Hand Book Nook Sale
Friday, Sept. 11, 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 12, 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 13, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   
Lots of books, magazines and puzzles for sale
For more information, call (519)590-1617
Tavistock Fall Fair in the arena
1 Adam St., Tavistock
EVERY WEDNESDAY
TOPS - Taking off Pounds Sensibly 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.   
Contact Cathie 519-662-9273
St James Church, Baden
Euchre Night
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
New Hamburg Legion
65 Boulee St., New Hamburg

FREE SENIORS ACTIVITIES
Tavistock Seniors Pickleball
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 12-4 p.m.
Contact: Don Junker 519-535-7052
Tavistock Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St.
Tavistock Seniors Card Games
Monday drop in 1-4 p.m.
Contact: Bob Routly 519-301-2118
Tavistock Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St.
FREE SENIORS ACTIVITIES CON'T
VON Senior Exercise Drop-In Standing Class
Tuesday and Thursday 9-10 a.m.
To register contact 519-539-1231 ext. 6319
Tavistock Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St.
VON Senior Exercise Drop-In Sitting Class
Tuesday and Thursday 10:25-11:25 a.m.
To register contact 519-539-1231 ext. 6319
Village Manner, 98 Woodstock St., Tavistock
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY MUSEUM DISPLAYS
Travelling Museum Display:  “Heritage of 
Hickson’s Sports Teams”
Check out the earliest Hickson baseball teams 
and the display full of vintage equipment.    
History and photos of the Hickson Baseball 
teams dating back to the early 1900’s complement 
the display.
Hours:  Monday-Friday 8:30 am-4:30 pm 
runs until until the end of September 2026.
EZT Township Administration Building (lobby), 
89 Loveys Street, Hickson 

PLATTSVILLE & DISTRICT HERITAGE 
SOCIETY
Plattsville & District Heritage Society exhib-
it "Holidays & Celebrations That Bring Us 
Together" 
June 6 to September 19 | Saturdays 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m.
Donations accepted. Refreshments. Contact 
plattsvilledistrictheritage@gmail.com or call 
519.535.1417.
Archive & Museum at Chesterfield, 
816661 Oxford Rd 22, Bright

Ser v ing
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Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2026

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: thewtgazette@gmail.com

The Community Calendar allows non-profit organizations to promote their free admission
community events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location
as well as contact information (ie phone number, email address or website).
If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, The
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette offers the following options for promoting your community events:

Coming Events Word Ad  (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
Coming Events Boxed Word Ad (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
Display Ad - Sizes begin at a Small Classified Display ad (3.3" x 2.5") - $35 + hst 

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:
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TO BOOK YOUR SPACE, EMAIL THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

CHIROPRACTIC
LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

COMPUTERS

FOCUSFOCUS COMPUTERS COMPUTERS 

73 PEEL ST,
NEW HAMBURG
519-662-6720

NOW SELLING 

AUDIO INTERFACES

AND OTHER MUSICAL

ACCESSORIES!!
VIRUS REMOVAL
ON SITE AND IN-STORE SERVICE
NEW AND USED COMPUTERS

ASSISTANCE

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1 2024-10-22   4:32 PM2024-10-22   4:32 PM

CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

E&L
CSN - E&L
374 Hamilton Road, 
Unit 4, New Hamburg, 
ON, N3A 2K2

Ryan Pacey
Manager

T: 519-662-1892
E: newhamburg@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)
Website: csncollision.ca/el

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

AGRICULTURAL SERVICE

• Custom 3x4 baling 
• Able to cut to 44 mm
• Acid available
• Mowing and merging available

226-880-2270226-880-2270

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

CONSTRUCTION CONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFIED ADS

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca 
Cola, Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, 
Huether Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, 
Wristwatches and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, 
Beaver Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil  cans and signs 
Red Indian Supertest etc Any small furniture. If you 
are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me 
- 519-570-6920.

WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, 
Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. 
Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and 
Stereo Equipment.  For more information:  Diamond 
Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford / 226-972-5750

FOR SALE
Shade Trees; Maples, Oaks, Birch, Beech, Honey 
Locusts, Elms, Magnolia, Hydrangea Tree, Tulip 
Tree, Crab apples, Ivory Silk Lilac, Chanticleer Pear, 
Golden Weeping Willows and more. Apples, Pears, 
Peaches, Plums, Apricots, Nectarine, Blueberry, 
Haskap etc. Lots of healthy strong Spruce, Cedars 
and White Pine for your privacy hedges and wind-
breaks. Hundred of flowering shrubs. Reg Hours 7am- 
6pm Mon-Sat at Martins Nursery c/o Emanuel Martin. 
42661 Orangehill Rd., Wroxeter, ON 

Quiz Time Answers
1.	 Dove
2.	 Wright brothers
3.	 Hand
4.	 Seven
5.	 Ten
6.	 Blue,Black,White

7.	 Carbon dioxide
8.	 Mark Twain
9.	 Denial, anger, 

bargaining, depression, 
acceptance

10.	 Semisonic

8 9 1 4 6 7 3 5 2

7 6 5 9 3 2 4 8 1

2 3 4 5 1 8 6 9 7

6 5 8 1 7 4 9 2 3

9 4 7 3 2 5 8 1 6

1 2 3 8 9 6 5 7 4

4 7 9 6 5 1 2 3 8

3 1 6 2 8 9 7 4 5

5 8 2 7 4 3 1 6 9

SUDOKU SOLUTION

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED 
AD CONTACT 

HEATHER DUNBAR 
AT 226.261.1837 

OR HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM

Help Wanted

A progressive agricultural company located in 
Mitchell, ON, we are looking for a hardworking 

individual to assist in the daily operations 
of our precast concrete plant. 

We have permanent full-time position available 
for

Precast Plant Supervisor

The ideal candidate will be committed to quality 
workmanship, utilize good communication 

skills, and work well with others to instruct and 
delegate with daily operations. 

Mechanical aptitude and problem solving skills 
to foster a safe and productive environment are 

considered beneficial assets.

We offer competitive wages combined with a 
comprehensive benefits program to encourage 

long term employment.

Fax resume to 519-393-6532 
Or email to markv@fgc.ca 

Only successful candidates will be contacted.

“SERVING FARMERS SINCE 1978”

SUBSCRIBE TO THE GAZETTE TO HAVE IT DELIVERED IN YOUR MAIL!
The cost is $75.00 for a year. 
Payment can be made by: 

Cheque mailed to: PO Box 2310, St Marys ON N4X 1A2 
OR dropped off at: 

D&D Homestyle Cuisine & Café, 8 Woodstock St N, Tavistock 
OR call: 519-655-2341 with credit card details 

OR e-transfer: granthavenmedia@gmail.com
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EXCAVATING

HOME SERVICES

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

MASSAGE

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
• Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

PLUMBING
McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

LEGAL

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

LANDSCAPING

TRAVEL

TUTORING

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

STORAGE
STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE

Call for Pricing!
MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

SALES REP

To book your space call 

Heather Dunbar 
at 226.261.1837 or 

heather@granthaven.com

To book your space call 

Heather Dunbar 
at 226.261.1837 or 

heather@granthaven.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

To book your a space call 
Heather Dunbar at 

226.261.1837 or 
heather@granthaven.com

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

CONTRACTORS

Residential � Commercial
Agricultural � jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

Foundations & Floors

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 
Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

ELECTRICAL

DENTAL

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

HAPPY 
TO HELP
Home Services

519-575-6198

Call Kelly 
Nabrotzky

Ladies - I’m happy to 
help you thrive in your 
own home. 
Whatever your needs 
are, we can make it 
work together.

Kelly’s

Serving New Hamburg 
and surrounding areas.
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Kellys Service Ad 2 x 2.pdf   1   2026-06-29   9:26 AM

SERVICES (all ages welcome): dental 
cleaning & polishing (stain removal), 

teeth whitening, custom sport 
mouthguards, oral cancer screening, 

denture cleanings & more!
ONLINE BOOKING @ www.wilmotsmiles.ca
226-880-1648   lisa@wilmotsmiles.ca

NEW HAMBURG, ONTARIO

INVESTMENTS

Invest for 
Income

Jack Tchabushnig
Associate Investment Advisor

519.883.6066  •  Twealth@raymondjames.ca 
Twealthgroup.comr

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT TEAM

GUTTER GUARD INSTALLATION 
SERVICE BY DAVID LEBLANC 
SERVING THE REGION SINCE 2009 

1001606291 
519-635-2375

iamdaveleblanc@gmail.com

EAVESTROUGH REPAIR

Sylvan of Stratford
Get ahead this summer with Sylvan!

Whether your child needs to catch 
up or get ahead, our teachers are 
ready to help create a one-of-a-kind 
personalized program that will work 
for your child. Get support with 
Sylvan today!

Your child is unique, and our
solutions are too! 

SUMMER
SALE

ON NOW!
Free Assessment 
PLUS sale. O­er 
valid in London 

and Stratford only.
Expires 06/26/2026

145-103 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519-657-7323

southlondon@SylvanLearning.com
SYLVANLEARNING.COM 

FEEL GOOD 
ABOUT YOUR 
NEXT MOVE

FEEL GOOD 
ABOUT YOUR 
NEXT MOVE
Honest advice, start to finish.Honest advice, start to finish.

226-789-3846      
KATE@KATEGINGERICH.COM 
KATEGINGERICH.COM

AA
TTTT

EENN

TTIIOO
NN  ••  AATTTTEENN

TTIIOONN  ••  AATTTTEENNTTII
OO

NN
  ••  

A
TT

EN

TIO
N • ATTEN

TION • ATTENTI
O

N
 • GET  NOTICEDGET  NOTICED

CONTACT
HEATHER  
DUNBAR  

A T  2 2 6 . 2 6 1 . 1 8 3 7  
O R  E M A I L  

HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM

C O N T A C T
H E A T H E R  
D U N B A R  

A T  2 2 6 . 2 6 1 . 1 8 3 7  
O R  E M A I L  

H E A T H E R @ G R A N T H A V E N . C O M

PROMOTE
YOUR

BUSINESS
HERE

PROMOTE
YOUR

BUSINESS
HERE



28 Thursday, August 27, 2026 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
3540 Bleams Rd. New Hamburg

PREMIUM QUALITY | INCREDIBLE VALUE | UNMATCHED SERVICE

Locally Made, Premium Quality Pet Food
Delivered Fresh & FREE to Your Door!


