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Aileen and Harold Burgin shine at world track and 
field championships

Aileen and Harold Burgin of Kirkton competed at the 
World Masters Athletics Track and Field Champion-
ship, held Aug. 22 to Sept. 3 in Daegu, South Korea.

Aileen Burgin won a gold medal in the Women’s 85+ 
100-metre sprint with a time of 23.58 seconds, while 
also adding a silver medal in the 200-metre run, record-
ing a time of 52.03 seconds.

The 85-year-old described what was going through 
her mind as she ran the 100-metre event.

“I got a quick start in comparison to the other four 
runners,” Aileen Burgin said, who ran in a heat of four 
in her division and one running in the 90-94 age bracket. 
“I couldn’t see anybody. It felt like a dream. I couldn’t 
hear anything. It was so weird. I just kept running and 
thinking, ‘I don’t want to trip. I don’t want to catch my 
toe. I just want to finish. Where’s that finish line?’ ”

The sportsmanship and camaraderie of Masters Ath-
letics were on display in the moments following the 
race, according to Aileen Burgin.

“Everybody came running up behind me, and I’m 
thinking, ‘I think I finished ahead of everybody.’ I didn’t 
know the woman who finished number two, yet she 
came running up behind me, and there were hugs and 
all that stuff because it’s a great sport for all of us who 
compete in it. It’s quite an experience. It’s very warm. 
It was 29 degrees and felt like 34. Sure, we’re compet-
ing against each other, but we’re really competing with 
each other. It was pretty unreal. It seemed much like the 
dreams I’ve had.”

The newly minted global gold medalist credited her 
husband Harold Burgin with driving the pair to compete 
at such a high level and overseeing their training regi-
mens. Harold had solid results in a long slate of events, 
including a fourth-place finish in the 100-metre dash, 
coming just half a second away from the bronze medal. 
He also placed fifth in the 200-metre run as well as the 
shotput and javelin events, while taking seventh in the 
discus throw.

“Our twice-weekly falls prevention class, under the 
auspices of the St. Marys Friendship Centre, gives us a 
base for cardio, strength training, balance and stretch-
ing,” Harold Burgin said. “So, Mondays and Wednes-
days, we go to our one-hour class in Kirkton’s commu-
nity centre. Then we come home, we’re well warmed 
up and we do high-intensity interval training. And that 
usually lasts up to 20 or 30 minutes.”

They also run on their property as part of their train-
ing.

While in South Korea, Aileen Burgin explained how 
she couldn’t help but think about the support she re-
ceived from her husband in attempting such a feat.

“I wouldn’t venture on something like that or even 
think of doing it if it wasn’t at his suggestion and coop-
eration,” said Aileen Burgin.

Daughter Jill, who accompanied them on their adven-
ture, was the key player in managing all the details of 
world travel and sport competition.

“I was also looking at who the other helpers are that 
get us to where we’re hoping to go. Everybody was 
helpful, kind and generous there, especially the Korean 
volunteers when you ask, ‘How do I get here? Where is 
this? Is the way to this place?’ ”

However, those weren’t the only “helpers.”
“I got thinking, ‘Getting there is the result of a series 

of things that have happened already.’ As a child, we 

were wartime babies. We were raised in a time when 
nobody did anything that I could see that was extraor-
dinary. We were all ordinary people, poor people, hard-
working people. But there were all kinds of helpers. 
Cousins, friends, neighbours helped us get through 
those times because we were together.”

The list of helpers, she continued, extends through-
out her life, including a chance encounter at TD Bank 
where Aileen worked after graduating high school. Ev-
ery pivotal step led her to where she is now, and she is 
a product of the people who took the time to help her 
along the way.

“Bert Harris came into the bank around the end of Au-
gust,” Aileen Burgin recalled. “He had the electric store 
just down from the bank in St. Marys at the time, and he 
asked what I was doing there. I said, ‘I’m going to work 
here for a year while I figure out where to go next.’ And 
he said, ‘You can get into Brescia (College); they’re still 
taking girls.’

“That triggered the idea that I could go to college – 
more likely, though, Macdonald College in the city of 
Guelph. My employer, Mr. (Tom) Scholte, said, ‘I can’t 
keep you here for the year. I know you signed on for a 
year, but you need to go where you want to go.’  Bert, 
Mr. Scholte, the high school secretaries and teachers 
who found the scholarships and bursaries that funded 
my first two years of college; these were the helpers 
then.”

Aileen Burgin said those who support her and follow 
her journey are the latest in the long line of those who 
have helped her along the way.

“There are still helpers at work in my life,” Aileen 
Burgin said. “All the warm congratulations and words 
of praise are so encouraging. Thanks to the power of 
today’s media, CBC’s The National spread the news 
worldwide.”

Now, in a position to be able to compete at a world 
track and field event and win a gold and a silver medal 
at the age of 85, Aileen Burgin hopes her example can 
give to others the motivation to search out the activity 
that brightens their day.

“When people say, ‘I could never run,’ they need en-
couragement,” Aileen Burgin said. “You don’t have to 
run. Nothing has happened to me that has destroyed my 
ability to run. I run because I can. You just need to be 
somehow active, however you can, because sitting there 
twiddling your thumbs is no way to spend the rest of 
your life. Have fun. Experiment. Ask questions. ‘Where 
did you learn to do that? Can you show me how to do 
that?’ There is someone out there who is ready to help. 
Just do it.”

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

Aileen Burgin won a gold and silver medal at the World Mas-
ters Athletics Track and Field Championship, held Aug. 22 to 
Sept. 3 in Daegu, South Korea. 

(PHOTO COURTESY OF JILL BURGIN)
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U18-GT1 Storm cap historic season with league title win

The Kirkton Veterinary Clinic U18 Girls Tier One St. 
Marys Storm were not content simply being the first 
girls’ minor soccer team in St. Marys to play tier-one 
soccer. They had to make it a year to remember, which 
they did by winning their league title.

The Storm emerged as Elgin-Middlesex District Soc-
cer League (EMDSL) U18-GT1 league champions with 
a 4-2 win over Oakridge Aug. 26, ending the year with 
21 wins, three losses and two ties, along with 87 goals 
for and just 20 goals against.

Head coach Nathan Brown told the Independent as 
strong as Oakridge was, the Storm came into their final 
game on a mission and wouldn’t be denied.

“Oakridge was sitting in third place, and our girls 
didn’t have an easy road for their last four or five games 
of the season,” said Brown. “It was all teams in the 
top half of the league. We went into Oakridge and took 
control right away. A lot of defences try to push play-
ers to their left-hand side because there’s not a lot of 
left-handed shooters in the league. So, if you force them 
to the left, they’re not comfortable taking that shot with 
their non-dominant foot. But Maddie (Monisit Brown) 
got one off because she can shoot with her left foot, and 
she tucked it in the bottom right corner of the net.”

Richardson scored another goal less than 10 minutes 
later to put the Storm ahead 2-0.

Monisit Brown sent a corner kick from the left-
hand side that bounced on the ground in front of the 
Oakridge goalkeeper before bending in and lifting into 
the top left corner of the net. Richardson also netted her 
third of the game after dashing through seven Oakridge 
players.

“You could see that excitement start to build with 
them,” Brown said. “But Oakridge didn’t quit. They 
kept coming at us and they ended up getting two really 
good goals, one off of a corner that one of their strikers 
put in and then another one that one of their midfielders 
sent in from outside the 18-yard box on a rope. They 
were both really good goals.”

Brown credited his team with displaying incredible 
sportsmanship in the moment of victory.

“By the time they came off the field, it was like it 
was any other Wednesday,” Brown said. “There were 
a couple of girls who ran at our goalie doing a bit of 
a cheer. They all knew what was at stake, but they’ve 
also always played with manners and respect for the 
other team, so they weren’t yelling and screaming and 
jumping up and down.

“There were a few girls just casually walking back 
to the group. We shook hands with Oakridge and the 
referee, and went over to the bench, and Mark (Muir) 
and I looked at each other, and he said, ‘Do they even 
realize what happened?’ So, Mark asked them, ‘What’s 
going on here? Do you girls not have any idea what just 
happened?’ And Charlotte (Richardson) goes, ‘Yeah, 
tier-one league champs,’ and they had a little bit of 
a cheer together, and then they got changed and they 
walked across the field as a team one last time.”

One of the biggest factors in the team’s success, per 
coach Brown, was their excellent defensive prowess.

“I am super proud of our defence as they just abso-
lutely stopped everyone,” Brown said. “It just came 
down to being aggressive, putting pressure on the ball, 
making sure that there’s always somebody on the ball, 
and not waiting for the other team to come to you. Our 
defence dictated pace and outran their strikers, sent the 
ball the other way to the midfielders, and we were gone 
the other way.”

Brown detailed how the loss in the district cup, as 
well as a draw earlier in the year that could have been 
a victory, drove the team for the back half of the year.

“When they lost district cup finals, you could see they 
were visibly upset; no one said a word. They don’t like 

to lose. They’re very competitive. Their goal was not 
to win the league championship; their goal was to com-
pete. We hadn’t gone tier one before and started the first 
two games of the year a little slow and a little rusty.

“We had a bad game against Dorchester that we tied 
0-0, where Dorchester brought eight players,” contin-
ued Brown. “I think that was the turning point of the 
season where they knew they had to go every single 
game because, in tier one, anybody can win or lose at 
any stage of the season. They knew they had to play as 
hard as they could every single minute.”

With a notable contingent of young players who 
could have played in the U16 age bracket, there were 
lessons to be passed down from the 2008- and 2009-
born veterans to those born in 2010, with Brown calling 
the most important attribute the team’s veterans had to 
offer being the level of unity amongst the group.

“They learned what team actually means,” Brown 
said. “They learned how you have to play for each oth-
er. It’s hard to explain; you just have to be around them. 
They don’t take themselves too seriously. We asked 
them to come to the field 45 minutes to an hour early 
just so they can get their little yap session out of them. 
Then, 30 minutes before the game, it’s time to focus 
and they jump into their warm-up, still yapping.”

That camaraderie, said Brown, translated into a cease-
lessly positive atmosphere when the whistle sounded 
and the game commenced.

“They pump each other’s tires during the game on the 
field. Somebody makes a good play, and one of their 
teammates is yelling at them, always pumping each 
other’s tires. There was absolutely zero negativity in 
these girls, and for a team to be successful, they have 
to have that positivity. They have to have that sense of 
fun. You win some, you lose some, you just do your 
best and have fun doing it.”

However, while the older players on the team had wis-
dom to pass along, the 2010-born athletes also brought 
an added spark of energy to the squad’s veterans.

“The 2010s brought a sense of playfulness, I think,” 
Brown said. “They were already having fun, and they 
adapted to how we play. In the 2010s, there is a lot of 
grit and snarl to their game. They’re all high-compete. 
All of our 2010s, it took them time to adjust the first 
couple games of the year. But then they realized what 
they were good at and totally executed on that.”

With the team’s eldest leaders, meanwhile, Brown 
said they were tasked with setting an example for not 
just their teammates but also the young members of St. 
Marys Minor Soccer.

“For us, the most important part with the 2008s was 
leadership,” said Brown. “We brought all five of them 
aside and said, ‘It’s your job to make sure that the rest 
of these girls stay here at tier one. It’s your responsi-
bility to make sure the younger girls, the U16s, U14s, 
U12s, U11s and the U9s see what is possible and see 
how you carry yourself.’

“We had a little partnership with the U9 competitive 
girls. They came out and did our warm-up with us a 
couple of times. They were sweating when they were 
leaving and saying, ‘Holy smokes, that was hard.’ Yes, 
it’s hard, but championships are what it gets you. It’s 
just finding that fine line between being competitive 
and having fun and doing both at the same time, and 
the girls were able to do both. That’s what I hope comes 
to fruition where the rest of these little girls look up at 
this team and go, ‘You know what? I can be that too.’ ”

Having gone on a near-decade-long journey together, 
Brown called it “bittersweet” to end his run coaching 
this group as Monisit Brown, Vienna Beckett, Marin 
Chateauvert, Bronwyn Hawkins and Libby McCurdy 
all graduate out of St. Marys Minor Soccer.

“Maddie (Monisit Brown) and I age out this year, 
along with Vienna (Beckett), Libby (McCurdy), Bron-
wyn (Hawkins) and Marin (Chateauvert), so it was 
bittersweet to leave at the top of the mountain. That’s 
how we tried to word it to the girls. ‘You came in not 
knowing how you were going to do at tier one, and you 
scaled the mountain, and you’re leaving on top of the 
mountain.’ And it leaves 13 girls behind who now know 
what it takes to win at a tier-one level, so the future is 
bright for that group.”

Looking ahead, however, Brown doesn’t foresee any 
drop-off in how the U18 Girls’ team is run, thanks to 
the capable leadership of coaches Mark Muir and An-
drea Thompson.

“They are in good hands with Mark (Muir) and An-
drea (Thompson),” Brown said. “Mark and I have 
coached together on a couple of other teams that ac-
complished a lot. It has been truly special sharing the 
bench with him over the last four years. I have to say 
though, Andrea was a game changer for us this year. I, 
personally, promote female leadership at every single 
level in sports, and having Andrea with us on the bench, 
driving, motivating and being that female voice that 
played at a very high level at Queens and still plays for 
our women’s Chargers team was refreshing. I’ve had 
these girls for nine years, and they had a new voice this 
year, and they were absolutely dialled in on Andrea and 
what she had to say.”

Reflecting on how his approach to coaching has 
evolved over the years, Brown said it became important 
to him to ensure his players felt seen and understood.

“It’s a constant drive of having fun, but also saying, 
‘This is how you have to play the game.’ All of your 
players are individuals and you need to treat them as 
such and treat them all with the same amount of re-
spect, but everybody’s got a button, and everybody’s 
got a lightbulb moment. Everybody’s got something 
that, when you push that button, they understand that 
you understand them. You just have to be aware of who 
you’re dealing with and understand they’re still kids, 
they don’t know who they are yet, and you’ve just got 
to support them in whatever way they need.”

The Kirkton Veterinary Clinic U18 Girls Tier One St. Marys Storm walk off the pitch one final time together after winning the 
Elgin-Middlesex District Soccer League’s U18-GT1 league title Aug. 26 with a 4-2 win over Oakridge.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter
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U18 OBA Blue Rockies capture LDBA championship

The Red Rock Construction U18 OBA Blue St. Marys 
Rockies won the London District Baseball Association’s 
(LDBA) Playoff Championship, going undefeated in 
four games Aug. 21-25.

Head coach Justin Ewing told the Independent the vic-
tory was cathartic and special for the group after coming 
so close several times this season to closing out a big-
game win.

“It means a lot because this group has had some tough 
luck in the bigger games all year, but they stayed with 
it,” Ewing said. “To finish the season by winning four 
straight playoff games and capturing the LDBA title says 
a lot about their character. They kept believing in each 
other, they kept showing up and they played their best 
baseball when it mattered most. For a group like this, 
ending the year with a championship gives them some-
thing they can always be proud of.”

The Rockies’ run to the league title began Aug. 21 with 
a 9-5 win over the Strathroy Royals. Harper Murrell 
started on the mound and turned in a solid outing, strik-
ing out five. Donovan McGregor had a standout game, 
going three-for-three at the plate, and Simon Greig and 
Justin Ropp each drove in two runs.

Ewing cited the team’s hot start as being vital to their 
eventual win.

“We set the tone early,” said Ewing. “The offence 
came out aggressive, with Evan (Ballantyne), Donovan 
(McGregor), Julian (Walsh) and Justin (Ropp) all con-
tributing in a strong first inning. The boys were able to 
put pressure on Strathroy right away and never really let 
up. We got the win because the lineup produced from 
multiple spots, and the pitching gave us a chance to stay 
in control.”

While offence was in no short supply against Strath-
roy, things tightened up significantly in St. Marys’ sec-
ond playoff game on Aug. 23 against the London Tal-
ons. Once again, Murrell played a starring role, hitting 
a single that brought home the only run of the contest. 
Ballantyne delivered a masterful performance on the 
mound, pitching the entire game and blanking the Talons 
for a 1-0 victory.

Coach Ewing called the victory “a grind.”
“A 1-0 win always comes down to execution, pitching 

and defence. Evan (Ballantyne) was outstanding on the 
mound, throwing a complete-game shutout and giving 
us exactly what we needed in a tight playoff game. The 
boys found a way to manufacture the one run we needed, 
with Harper (Murrell) coming through with the RBI sin-
gle. In a game like that, every pitch and every defensive 
play matters, and our guys stayed locked in from start 
to finish.”

Just one day later, the Rockies took on the London 
West Tincaps and, per Ewing, big plays in clutch mo-
ments from numerous members of their squad led the 
Rockies to a 5-3 victory.

“The story (against the Tincaps) was our ability to 
respond and create momentum,” Ewing said. “Parker 
(Levy) came up with a huge homerun to left field that 
scored two and gave us the lead, and Julian (Walsh) 
added an important RBI single. We got big swings in 
key moments and had strong relief pitching from Isaac 
(Cousineau). Isaac came in and did a great job settling 
the game down, throwing strikes and not giving free 
passes.”

Parker Levy and Julian Walsh each drove in two runs, 
and Ropp led the way with two hits.

This set the Rockies up for a final clash Aug. 25 against 
the Wyoming Wranglers, a game that more than deliv-
ered on the hype of a league final. The two heavy hitting 
teams delivered an excellent final clash, but in the end, 
the Rockies edged out the Wranglers for a 6-5 win and 
the LDBA playoff crown.

“We found ways to score in different ways – hit-by-
pitches, walks, productive outs and then a big triple from 

Simon (Greig) that helped open things up,” said Ewing. 
“It was not just one big inning from one player; it was a 
full team effort. Justin (Ropp) gave us a strong start on 
the mound and earned the win, and Parker (Levy) came 
in and closed it out with no-run relief. Harper (Mur-
rell) led us with two hits, and guys like Owen (Dittmer) 
and Brody Higham showed great discipline by working 
walks. That game really showed how deep and balanced 
our team was.”

Ewing further described the feeling on the field after 
sealing their 6-5 win over Wyoming.

“It was a pretty special feeling,” Ewing said. “There 
was a lot of excitement, but also a lot of pride and relief. 
You could see how much it meant to the players because 
they knew how hard they had worked to get there. For 
me personally, I was just proud of the boys. To watch 
them put everything together in those final four games 
and finish the job was a great moment. As a team, I think 
everyone felt that they had earned it.”

Throughout the season, the Rockies found themselves 
in several big games, including various tournament fi-
nals, but struggled to close things out. According to 
Ewing, finally doing that came down to little moments 
during the game that made a big difference.

“The biggest thing (that went right in their last four 
playoff games compared to other big games earlier in 
the season) was execution in big moments. Earlier in the 
year, there were times where we might not get the key 
hit, make the key pitch, or finish an inning the way we 
needed to. In these last four games, those things started 
to come together.

“The boys played with confidence,” Ewing added. 
“They got timely hits, made pitches under pressure, ran 
the bases well and trusted each other defensively. They 
also did a better job staying calm in tight situations, es-
pecially in the 1-0 win over Talons. That game showed 
a lot of growth.”

As Ewing reflected on the season, he praised the group 
for always fighting back when they faced adversity.

“What stands out most about this season is the growth 
and resilience of our team. Competing against strong op-

ponents all year, the players finished with an impressive 
30-15 record, reached four tournament championship 
games and captured the LDBA Playoff Championship. 
What makes those accomplishments even more mean-
ingful is the dedication these athletes showed while 
balancing baseball with school, work and other commit-
ments.

“They faced challenges throughout the season, but 
they never stopped learning, improving and supporting 
one another,” continued Ewing. “Time and time again, 
different players stepped up in big moments, reflecting 
the depth, character and selflessness of the group.”

That resilience, Ewing said, made them deserving of 
the LDBA post-season championship.

“While the wins and championship are certainly mem-
orable, what I’ll remember most from my time with this 
group is the culture this team built. Watching them grow 
as players and as young adults was incredibly rewarding, 
and those lessons will stay with them. In the end, they 
became the team we believed they could be. Winning the 
LDBA playoffs was a great reward for the work they put 
in all season.”

The Red Rock Construction U18 OBA Blue St. Marys Rockies went undefeated in four playoff games Aug. 21-25 to win the 
London District Baseball Association (LDBA) Playoff Championship. Pictured in the front row, from left to right, are Dono-
van McGregor, Hayden Wright, Parker Levy, Zach Larmer and Harper Murrell. In the back row, from left, are Ray Cousineau, 
Dale Levy, Owen Dittmer, Jared Ballantyne, Michael Ewing, Isaac Cousineau, Evan Ballantyne, Julian Walsh, Brody Higham, 
Justin Ropp, Simon Greig and Justin Ewing.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

Community Liaison Committee
The next Community Liaison Committee Meeting will 
be held on Thursday, September 10th at 6 p.m. at the 

St. Marys Municipal Operations Center. Members of 
the public who wish to observe are welcome to attend.
Residents who wish to speak in front of the Committee 

may submit a detailed request in writing to the 
Committee. The request will be considered by the 

Committee and approved prior to the meeting. 
Please submit all requests, questions, and concerns 

for the meeting to kara.pelissero@vcimentos.com by 
Tuesday, September 8 at 12 p.m.
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Addison (Candy) Poetker wires a shot on goal from along the wing during a U11 Girls Tier 
Two St. Marys Storm game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Finn Aarts sends the ball sailing into the air during a Veterinary Purchasing Ltd. U9 WOBA 
Red St. Marys Rockies game.

(CHARIS MUHTAR PHOTO)

Mitchell Grant throws the ball from the outfield during a St. Marys Firefighters U11 OBA Red 
St. Marys Rockies game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Violet Holliday pitches the ball towards home plate during a Wildwood Care Centre U15 
HPFL Red St. Marys Rockies game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Ava Hansford passes the ball up through the midfield during a U15 Girls Tier Three St. Marys 
Storm game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Macklin Hern boots the ball towards the middle of the field during a U18 Boys Tier Three St. 
Marys Storm game.

(CHARIS MUHTAR PHOTO)
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Hank McArthur stretches out for a catch during a St. Marys Optometry U15 HL Red St. Marys 
Rockies game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Tessa Benny makes a throw to second base during a Hubbard Pharmacy Ltd. U9 HPFL Blue 
St. Marys Rockies game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Bryson Nairn whacks the ball into play during a Happy Valley Family Health Team U11 HL 
Grey St. Marys Rockies game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Makeda Campbell Cuero blasts the ball off the bat during a St. Marys Kinsmen U13 HPFL 
Red St. Marys Rockies game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Dean Feeney blasts home a long-range goal from the midfield during a U12 Boys Tier Two 
St. Marys Storm game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Andrea Dingman fires a shot towards the opposition’s net during a U17 Girls Tier Three St. 
Marys Storm game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)
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Brady Stacey registers a hit during a McLean Taylor Construction U15 WOBA Red St. Marys 
Rockies game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Cohen Davies tosses the ball towards home plate during a Social Thirty-One U9 WOBA Blue 
St. Marys Rockies game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Scarlett Maddock makes a throw to first base during a Dunny’s Source For Sports U11 HPFL 
Red St. Marys Rockies game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Shea McCutcheon loads up a throw from the outfield during a Gray Ridge Eggs U13 HL Blue 
St. Marys Rockies game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Pierce Bennett fires the ball up the midfield during a U12 Boys Tier Three St. Marys Storm 
game.

(CHARIS MUHTAR PHOTO)

Ayden Eidt wires a shot towards the opposing team’s goal during a U15 Boys Tier Three St. 
Marys Storm game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)
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COLUMNS

Ready or not, the start of another school year is just 
around the corner. With classes starting next week, 
children across town are busily speculating about who 
will share their classroom this year, while parents brace 
themselves for the return of structured mornings – early 
alarm clocks, packing endless lunchboxes and mapping 
out the puzzle of after-school schedules.

​Yet, as chaotic as it all sounds, I caught myself feeling 
a sudden wave of nostalgia recently. I realized I actually 
missed that morning drive to school and the grounding 
rhythm it brings to our days. There is a quiet excitement 
in these new beginnings – meeting Alex’s new teacher, 
stepping back into the school halls and welcoming the 
crisp turn of the season.

​Every year, like clockwork, I find myself singing 
a song of admiration to Canadian fall. This year is no 
exception. Even though the calendar tells us it is still 
technically summer, these cool early mornings are al-
ready hinting at fall. The weather is still perfect for my 
5 a.m. walks, and I can barely describe the pure magic 
of downtown St. Marys and the riverbank right before 
sunrise. 

There is a powerful contrast between the surrounding 
stillness and the quiet inspiration floating in the air. In 
those moments, the world feels completely empty – a 
calm, open canvas waiting to be filled with my own 
thoughts and morning phone calls home to my mother in 
Ukraine. It is a wonderfully different feeling from day-
time walks, when the streets come alive and you stop to 
greet neighbors and friends. 

It is the season of cinnamon rolls, steaming mugs of 
spicy tea and the nostalgic magic of fall fairs. There is 
a comforting rhythm to this time of year that makes the 
quiet shift in the weather feel like a celebration rather 
than a farewell to summer.

​We are lucky to live close to the school here in St. 

Marys, which saves us from the hustle of a long morning 
bus commute. There is absolute bliss in dropping Alex 
off early, right before the energetic rush and morning 
noise begin. We even have our own little morning rou-
tine on the road – a favourite playlist for our short drive, 
even if the trip is just long enough for a single song. I 
cherish those few precious minutes together, listening to 

him share his plans, ideas and quiet thoughts for the day 
ahead. It is a simple habit, but one that grounds us both 
before the world speeds up.

​With September, a renewed sense of adulthood always 
seems to return. I feel a strong wave of responsibility 
and even a hint of anxiety about keeping up with the new 
schedule, but, honestly, I love that feeling. It pushes us 
to reset and build better routines.

​Right now, I am on a hunt for comforting, easy week-
night dinner recipes to keep our evenings running 
smoothly. In fact, I am finally considering buying a 
crockpot, which feels like a major milestone in my jour-
ney to becoming fully Canadian! There is something 
wonderfully reassuring about prepping a warm meal 
in the morning and coming home to a cozy house filled 
with the smell of home-cooked food.

​And then, of course, comes the hunt for extracurricu-
lars. Parents suddenly find themselves piecing together 
schedules to keep kids active and entertained. In many 
ways, it feels just like summer, except now, the action 
shifts entirely indoors.

​This school year feels especially exciting because 
Alex is now eligible for after-school fun at the Youth 
Centre at the Pyramid Recreation Centre, designed for 
kids starting in Grade 3. He is thrilled to hang out with 
his friends after class, and I feel so thankful and relieved 
not to have to rely on friends for after-school pickups 
while I am at work. Having access to great community 
resources like this is truly a blessing.

As fall arrives, I find myself cherishing the simple 
things: that one favourite song on the school run with 
Alex, a warm cup of tea and the calm rhythm of a regular 
day. September reminds us that every fresh start brings 
its own quiet joy.

​​To every parent currently navigating the back-to-
school puzzle, may your mornings run smoothly, your 
coffee stay hot and your heart be full as a new chapter 
begins. Wishing all our local families a gentle, joy-filled 
transition into the new school year!

UKRAINIAN CORNER: Whispers of September – finding joy in autumn rhythms
ALONA VASYLIEVA

Independent Columnist

From sunrise strolls along the river to after-school routines; 
embracing the sweet, crisp transition into September.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF ALONA VASYLIEVA)
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The front page of the St. Marys Journal on June 27, 
1918, reflected the community’s concerns at that time. 
The Great War in Europe had lasted almost four full 
years and, although some gains were being made on the 
front lines, an end to the devastating conflict was not 
yet in sight. Many residents had husbands, sons, broth-
ers, friends serving with the Canadian armed forces and 
there was constant anxiety about their wellbeing. The 
main local news items concerned rationing and the sale 
of Victory Bonds. Among letters from subscribers – giv-
en front page status – an Usborne farmer complained 
about Daylight Saving. Miss Dawson, a member of the 
Kirkton “Help-a-Bit” club, shared letters from two Cana-
dian soldiers, thanking her for the packages of socks and 
maple sugar they had received. They briefly described 
life in the trenches. By 1918, St. Marys folks had some 
idea of how terrible those conditions were. Rationing 
and conscription were in force at home. People were still 
fiercely patriotic but weary and anxious for peace. 

On the same front page, prominent in the top righthand 
corner, was a more cheerful news item. Chautauqua was 
coming to St. Marys for the week beginning July 31. 
Chautauqua was the name given to travelling tent shows 
that originated in the United States and spread into Can-
ada. The Chautauqua Institution was established in 1874 
on the shores of Lake Chautauqua in New York State. 
It was a summer school combining adult education in 
arts and culture with “morally uplifting” recreation. To 
make their programs more accessible, by 1904, travel-
ling Chautauqua troupes who performed in large tents 
were sent on the road throughout the United States. By 
1917, Chautauquas were visiting many towns in Can-
ada’s western provinces with a few also crossing Lake 
Ontario from New York. In the summer of 1918, St. 
Marys was hosting a Chautauqua for the very first time. 

The six-week lead time before Chautauqua arrived 
was needed. An advance team had visited to organize a 
local committee, explaining that Chautauqua was a busi-
ness with travel expenses and performers’ wages to be 
paid. The committee first had to find guarantors, backers 
to underwrite Chautauqua week. The article in the St. 
Marys Journal gave the names of 20 local business and 
professional men who contributed money (perhaps $20 
or $25 each) as surety for a profitable venture. On the lo-
cal committee, J. K. Richardson was in charge of ticket 
sales; Dr. Knox and W. N. Harrison were team captains 
organizing the ticket sales drive. Adult tickets, entitling 
the holders to the entire week’s afternoon and evening 
performances were $2:00, $1.00 for children from six to 
14 years of age. There were also special free children’s 
programs each morning.

The Journal provided other details: The Chautauqua 
tent would be large enough to accommodate the “great 
crowds expected from the neighbouring communi-
ties” and the committee planned to find space “for the 
parking of up to 1,000 automobiles.” There would be 
food and drink available, non-alcoholic, of course – in 
1918, Prohibition was in effect. The article stated: “The 
young ladies from the McConnell Club and the Rumsey 
Chapter IODE will serve refreshments from booths on 
the grounds….The town will be beautifully decorated 
for the entire week, and the hospitality committee will 
do their utmost to make you welcome.” Some regular 
newspaper advertisers promoted the special event. W. N. 
Harrison, who sold insurance, placed a display ad, stat-
ing: “You have always intended taking out a Life Policy, 
so do it Chautauqua Week. You will always remember 
what Chautauqua did for you.” St. Marys Hardware 
was advertising “Hay Forks, Hay Fork Rope, Hay Fork 
Pulleys,” but also seemed to suggest that farm families 
should take a break from haying: “Don’t Forget July 
31st to August 6th Chautauqua Week!” 

On July 11, a large display ad provided more details 
about the event, explaining: “What Chautauqua Week 

Means.” During the week, “the citizens of St. Marys and 
vicinity will have the opportunity of listening to some 
of the best Lecturers, Singers, Violinists, etc. what we 
have on the American Continent.” Was it religious – like 
revival meetings, also held in tents? The answer to that 
question was: “No, it is inspirational education. The 
speakers are non-denominational in their addresses.” If 
the event made a profit, the local committee would “turn 
it over entirely to Patriotic purposes.” Ticket holders 
received a program giving each session’s speakers and 
performing artists.” 

Although the St. Marys Museum has several Chautau-
qua programs from the 1920s, unfortunately, the 1918 
program is not in the archives. The Journal reported that 
the event was successful, with “Some 1,500 people from 
St. Marys and surrounding country attending the eve-
ning entertainments in the Chautauqua tent and possi-
bly 1,000 to 1,200 each afternoon.” On Sunday evening, 
there was “a sacred patriotic concert given by local talent 
and Chautauqua talent. The chair was ably filled by Dr. 
Knox, and readings were given by Agnes Knox Black, 
who so generously assists her native town during the 
summer while she and Professor Black are holidaying 
here.” The “Chautauqua talent” included “Miss Farner, 
soloist, and the Tchaikovsky Quartet.” 

W. A. McIntyre’s pharmacy also sold “The New Ed-
ison – the Phonograph with a Soul!” According to his 
large ad in the Journal on July 25, this record-player 
had been “selected to re-create musical programs at 
the Chautauqua in St. Marys.” It would be used every 
morning during the Junior Chautauqua sessions. At the 
special concert on the last evening, “Willard Osborne, 
the phenomenal young violinist, will play in union with 
the New Edison Phonograph. It will here be shown that 
Thomas A. Edison’s wonderful invention actually REC-
REATES music and so truthfully that no human ear can 
detect a shade of difference!” 

Chautauqua returned to St. Marys every summer 
throughout the 1920s. The seniors interviewed for Bruce 
Hicks’ 1984 book, Reflections, had very positive memo-
ries of these occasions. The programs expanded after the 
war ended, including three-act plays – some that were 
later made into movies – and exotic performers such 
as Hawaiian dancers and Russian Cossacks. Lecturers 
spoke about India, China and Arabia. Other topics in-
cluded Modern Canadian Poets” and “The Dominion 
and its Destiny.” Lawrence May recalled that his intro-
duction to Shakespeare was at Chautauqua. 

Frances Dale remembered, “Chautauqua, yes, a big, 
khaki-coloured tent down on the Flats. The common 
way of getting in was under the flaps! We tried! I re-
member a play, The Seven Keys to Baldpate, a mystery 

play. It was terribly exciting.” Helen Mills Wilson also 
remembered that play, especially its handsome lead ac-
tor, Percival Vivian. “I was enthralled at that age.” Helen 
took part in a tableau on a very hot summer afternoon 
session that included local talent. “It was a tableau of the 
different countries and I was Britannia. Here I was laden 
with all this drapery stuff and a crown and a tripod and 
shield. I don’t know why I didn’t melt right on the spot.”

The touring Chautauquas did not survive the hard eco-
nomic times and changing trends in family entertain-
ment of the 1930s. The tented productions had stopped 
long before the outbreak of World War II. The original 
Chautauqua Institution in New York is still active, of-
fering rich and varied summer programs. But for small 
Ontario communities such as St. Marys, the talent and 
excitement the touring Chautauquas delivered was not 
surpassed until 1953 when the Stratford Shakespearean 
Festival raised another large tent in Queen’s Park over-
looking the Avon River. 

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Chautauqua
MARY SMITH

Independent Columnist

This view from the west ward across the Thames River shows tents set up on the Flats for the touring Chautauqua, in 1918.
(PHOTO COURTESY OF R. LORNE EEDY ARCHIVES, ST. MARYS MUSEUM)
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For many of us, simply plan-
ning to renovate a bathroom or 
a kitchen is an almost mind-bog-
gling challenge. Now, imagine 
the full-scale renovation project 
involving the largest hotel in the 
country.

But that’s what they have ac-
complished at Toronto’s Chelsea 
Hotel. And this is, indeed, the 
largest hotel in Canada, stretch-
ing up 24 floors and including 
1,588 guest rooms, plus all of 
the amenities you would expect 
at a popular downtown Toronto 
hotel.

Tracy Ford is director of pub-
lic relations at the Chelsea. She’s 
also a friend and a colleague – 
Tracy was president of the Trav-
el Media Association for two 
years and I was her vice presi-
dent, eventually succeeding her 
in that role. I have nothing but 
admiration for this woman, and 
when she told me her hotel was 
doing something special, I be-
lieved her.

And then she invited us to stay 
at the Chelsea for a couple of 
nights, which happily coincided 
with our tickets to a Blue Jays 
game. 

This gave me the chance to 
check out the new and improved 
Chelsea for myself. And yes, it is 

new and improved.
The rooms have always been 

comfortable, and that has not 
changed, though the décor in all 
1,588 rooms has been refreshed. 
But the most dramatic features 
of the hotel are found in the 
shared spaces.

For instance, the Chelsea has 
two indoor pools, one in an 
adults-only area, and the other 
featuring a waterslide. 

The latter, branded as The 
Cove, is one of three recreation 
spaces designed for children 
and families. Tracy explained 
this area – collectively known 
as “The Hive” – is intended “to 
inspire curiosity, creativity and 
connection.” The Hive includes 
The Workshop, which offers 
hands-on, play-based activities 
for kids; The Studio, offering 
creative content, digital play and 
social connection for older kids; 
and The Cove, with Toronto’s 
only 130-corkscrew waterslide.

The Chelsea used to have two 
restaurants – one a casual, break-
fast and lunch kind of place, 
and the other a smaller bar and 
restaurant. Those are gone. The 
main dining establishment is 
now known as The Elm Tavern, 
much expanded from the earlier 
pub but still featuring the excel-
lent service I remember from my 
previous, pre-renovation stays at 
the Chelsea. The new pub offers 
a feature I don’t recall from ear-
lier days – live entertainment. A 
solo guitarist/singer performed 
while we enjoyed an excellent 
dining experience.

Adults looking for recreation 
and relaxation away from a 
family atmosphere enjoy The 
Heights, the hotel’s adults-on-
ly retreat on the 24th floor. The 
Heights includes cardio and 

strength-training equipment 
and the heated, indoor “Skyline 
Pool.” In fine weather, comfort-
able chaise longues are located 
on the outdoor Horizon Deck, 
where visitors can enjoy a birds-
eye view of Canada’s largest 
city.

I am intrigued that the new 
version of the Chelsea includes a 
feature I have never encountered 
in a hotel – Escape Room expe-
riences. And no, I don’t mean a 
struggle to exit your hotel room. 
The hotel is now home to “Time 
Zone Escapes” – two private, 
60-minute escape rooms, one 
called “The Curse of the Evil 
Genie” and the other, “Black-
beard’s Brig.” Full disclosure: 
I have personally experienced 
escape rooms, and it turns out, 
I am terrible at them. Doomed 
from the start. But I know many 
people who love the experience, 
and I find it fascinating it is now 
available on the lobby level of a 
hotel. I suspect Time Zone Es-
capes will be one of the most 
popular features of the Chelsea.

The Chelsea also has an event 
space branded as “Monarch’s,” 
which features live music and 
other entertainment, usually 
with a cover charge discounted 
for Chelsea guests.

The Chelsea, now part of the 
Langham Group (although not 
branded as such), first opened 
in 1975. Rumour had it in recent 
years that the downtown prop-
erty was going to be converted 
into condominiums. But that 
concept was abandoned, and the 
ownership devoted a lot of time 
and effort to recreating a hotel 
whose welcome is as large as its 
footprint in the city.

That footprint is not only re-
lated to its size and location. 

The Chelsea has long been 
committed to good corporate 
citizenship. The hotel partners 
with local charities including 
the Daily Bread Food Bank, 
“Ask for Angela” Safe Space 
program (protecting people fac-
ing gender-based violence); and 
SickKids Hospital, which has 
received well over $1 million 
in charitable donations from the 
Chelsea.

A unique element of the Sick-
Kids program involves the bee 
hives on the Chelsea roof. The 
Chelsea sells honey from those 
hives to benefit the Hospital for 
Sick Children.

The Chelsea is also committed 
to sustainable operations. Tracy 
told me “the hotel has achieved 
the coveted  EarthCheck Gold 
Certification, which recogniz-
es eight consecutive years of 

commitment to environmental 
and social responsibility. This 
places the hotel as a leader in 
the unique worldwide group of 
sustainable tourism operators 
that are certified to the interna-
tionally recognized EarthCheck 
Company Standard.”

Of course, there are a number 
of fine hotels in downtown To-
ronto, but I am happy to feature 
the Chelsea this week, both be-
cause of the impressive renova-
tion program just completed and 
because of the hotel’s commit-
ment to giving back to its com-
munity.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and Past-Presi-
dent of the Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net. 

Toronto’s Chelsea hotel is the largest hotel in Canada. 
(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHELSEA)

The new Elm Tavern.
(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

The Heights, the 24th-floor adults-only relaxation spot.
(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHELSEA)

Brewery equipment evokes the atmosphere of a tavern. 
(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

PAUL KNOWLES

Independent Columnist

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Canada’s biggest hotel gets a full re-fresh
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In fifth grade, my class 
read Frindle by Andrew 
Clement. The book fol-
lows a middle-school boy 
named Nick Allen who 
starts replacing the word 
“pen” with “frindle,” 
starting a school war and 
sparking a worldwide ob-
session with what words 
actually mean. The result 
is “frindle” is entered into 
a college dictionary 10 
years later, when Nick is 
21 years old.

Back then, this book 

was just a fun story for us. 
We really didn’t get that 
it was supposed to mean 
something. However, now 
that I listen to the kids 
around me saying things 
like “Chat, you been pull-
ing the huzz lately,” “She 
was gonna to cook up, 
but the other team ate and 
left no crumbs,” “The fit 
is fitting, it’s giving cute-
sy,” and “He was rizzing, 
lowkey I ship,” I’m defi-
nitely understanding the 
concept of our influence 
on language.

For most of my life, I 
was as baffled by mod-
ern slang and brainrot as 
adults were. I really didn’t 
understand why there was 
a need to invent our own 
words when there were 
already roughly one mil-
lion available to get our 
point across. Younger me 
would be disgusted by the 
amount of times I have 
said the words “lowkey” 

and “huzz” in the last 
week.

So, what’s the point of 
all this gibberish? Accord-
ing to Google, it’s about 
“belonging, fast commu-
nication, generation gap 
and internet culture.” Ac-
tually, that’s mostly right. 
Our wonky language is 
basically one big inside 
joke, and the adults are 
the punch line. After a 
while though, we just get 
so used to these words 
that they become a part 
of our vocabulary. The 
Oxford Dictionary has ac-
tually entered words such 
as “mansplaining” into its 
ranks and named “rizz” 
word of the year in 2023. 
According to Dictionary.
com, “six seven” was the 
word of the year in 2025.

It makes you wonder 
if language really exists. 
You can’t say that there’s 
set-in-stone rules to fol-
low, then change them ev-

ery decade. It’s interesting 
to think that probably ev-
ery word originates from 
one person like Nick Allen 
that just started using it. It 
catches on and centuries 
later, the world doesn’t 
know the difference. It’s 
not just our generation. 
It’s every generation.

So maybe you can’t un-
derstand what your kid is 

saying most of the time, 
but rest assured that is 
how it has always been 
and how it probably will 
be until the end of human-
ity. It’s our way of fitting 
in with the crowd even if 
everything else about us 
screams, “I’m different.” 
You may not realize it, but 
the way a person talks is 
a big part of first impres-

sions.
Next time someone tells 

you you’re “capping frfr,” 
just remember that you’re 
not actually supposed 
to know what it means. 
Laugh and smile and, just 
for fun, pull out a bit of 
slang from your child-
hood. That’ll mess with 
their heads.

UNDERSTANDING GEN Z: Frindle

MEREDITH A. STOKES

Independent Columnist

FROM THE GARDEN: The garden’s daily rhythm

We all know someone who is 
a ‘morning person’. That early 
riser who enjoys the first light 
of day, has eaten their breakfast 
and has accomplished a couple 
of tasks before the rest of us 
have rolled out of bed. And then 
there are the ‘night owls’. They 
start or continue to work on proj-
ects well into the night after ev-
eryone has gone to bed.

There are flowering plants in 
our gardens that also fall into a 
daily rhythm or pattern. Morning 
bloomers and evening blooming 
flowers open according to light 
intensity, temperature shifts, and 
their internal circadian clocks. 

The circadian clock in plants 

is a self-sustaining, 24-hour 
biological timer driven by ge-
netic feedback. Unlike animals 
with a central brain clock, most 
individual plant cells possess 
their own timing mechanism. 
It allows plants to anticipate 
dawn, optimize photosynthesis, 
respond to pollinators, and co-
ordinate seasonal growth. The 
rise and fall levels of specific 
proteins and genes activate or 
repress one another in a con-
tinuous cycle. Sugars produced 
during photosynthesis feed back 
into the system to help fine-tune 
the timing of the clock. As well, 
sunlight and temperature shifts 
function as cues to re-sync the 
internal rhythm to the exact 24-
hour external day. (https://www.
botanic.cam.ac.uk/learning/
trails/plant-rhythms/) 

Morning Glories (Ipomoea 
purpurea), native to Central 
and South America, have made 
themselves at home in our gar-
dens. They unfurl their petals 
when daylight reaches a thresh-
old intensity, typically open be-
tween 5-7 a.m., triggering their 
internal circadian mechanism, 
and close by midday. The light 

intensity is their main cue with 
the bright morning sun. Cooler 
temperatures or cloudy morn-
ings delay their opening. Morn-
ing Glories also synchronize 
with pollinators that are most 
active in the morning.

Purslane (Portulaca olera-
cea) is a low-growing succulent 
weed/garden plant with tiny yel-
low flowers open only during the 
morning hours. Ontario native 
spiderwort (Tradescantia ohien-
sis) is another early bloomer. 
Its purple blue or violet flowers 
open in the cool of the morning 
and typically close by midday or 
early afternoon.

As for the late bloomers, the 
Four O’Clocks (Mirabilis ja-
lapa) open when light intensi-
ty drops and temperatures de-
crease, typically between 4–8 
p.m. Cooler late afternoon air 
is the main signal for the petals 
to expand as well as lower light 
initiates the flower’s opening. 
They have evolved to attract 
hawkmoths, which are active at 
dusk and night. Normally they 
stay open for 16 to 18 hours and 
close the following morning as 
the temperature rises. 

Evening Primrose (Oeno-
thera), hence its name, opens at 
sunset or dusk and closes by late 
morning the following day. Indi-
vidual blooms typically last just 
a single day or night. Nicotiana 
or flowering tobacco is anoth-
er night bloomer, flowering at 
dusk and releasing its fragrance 
at night. Moonflower (Ipomoea 

alba) is a night blooming cousin 
of the Morning Glory, opening 
its flowers at twilight.

The plants in our gardens have 
a daily rhythm, much like us. 
Our gardens are a 24-hour the-
atre with different botanical per-
formers taking the stage display-
ing their beauty and versatility at 
contrasting times of the day. 

NANCY ABRA

Independent Columnist

Straight From 
The Shelves

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Looking for a fun night out with 
friends? Look no further than the St. 
Marys Public Library’s next Make and 
Take! Join us Wednesday, September 
23 from 6 to 8 p.m. for our “Mandala 
Mug” craft! Participants will unwind 
and get creative as they use colourful 
paint and dotting tools to decorate a 
mug. This event is for patrons over 18 
and there is a recommended donation 
of $20 on the night of the program. To 
register, please visit this link: tinyurl.
com/Make-and-Take-Mandala-Mugs.

Up This Week
Fri., Sept. 4: Open 10:30 a.m. to 5 

p.m.
Sat., Sept. 5: Dungeons & Dragons 

(10 a.m.)
Mon., Sept. 7: CLOSED
Tues., Sept. 8: Open 10:30 a.m. to 8 

p.m.
Wed., Sept. 9: EarlyON Play & Read 

(9:30 – 10:30 a.m.), Mahjong (1-4 
p.m.), FOL Social (6:30-8 p.m.)

Thurs., Sept. 10: Library Board 
Meeting (6:45 p.m.)

A flag raising at St. Marys town hall in honour 
of Overdose Awareness Day on Aug. 31 was 
rescheduled to Sept. 5 at 9 a.m. due to rain. All 
are welcome.
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Riddles
I fly without wings, I cry without eyes. Whenever I go, 

darkness flies. What am I? 
A cloud. 

The more you take, the more you leave behind. What 
am I? 

Footsteps. 

I’m full of keys but can’t open any doors. What am I? 
A piano. 

I’m tall when I’m young, and short when I’m old. What 
am I? 

A candle. 

I can be cracked, made, told, and played. What am I? 
A joke. 

I’m not alive, but I can grow. I don’t have lungs, but I 
need air. What am I? 

A fire. 
 

I’m round and bright and seen at night, but sometimes 
I’m gone from sight. What am I? 

The moon. 
 

I can run but never walk, I have a bed but never sleep. 
What am I? 

A river. 

I shine bright in the sky, but I’m not the sun. Kids wish 
on me when the day is done. What am I? 

A star. 
 

You can hear me and feel me, but you can’t see me. I 
make trees dance. What am I? 

The wind.

NUGGET
Our pet of the week is Nugget, a bichon/
shih tzu/toy poodle. Nugget is 12 weeks 
old and at eight weeks he was only 0.68 

lbs. He loves playing with the kittens. 
Precious puppy of Trevor and Robin Esau.

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is pleased to be the sponsor of the 

PET OF THE WEEK
Celebrating the long weekend? Keep pets away from 
barbecue foods, alcohol, and corn cobs, ensure they have 
plenty of fresh water, and never leave them in a parked 
vehicle. 
Have a safe and happy Labour Day weekend with your furry 
family members!

A garbage truck!

What has four 

wheels and flies?

Amelia Silcox (3)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that appears in the paper gets a 

FREE MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Riddle Kid

AUGUST 2026 NEWS HIGHLIGHTS

- Word Search -
SPONSORED BY: 

Adult Learning Programs of Perth, Upstairs at the St. Marys Public Library 
15 Church St. N, St. Marys, ON   |   Phone: 519.284.3932   |   Cell: 226.374.8231

alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca  |  www.adultlearningperth.ca  |  Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Lloyd Robertson

Bad lettuce

Natalie Harp

US Trade War

Mark Carney

Lake Ontario

Angry toddler

Google Maps

Dolly Parton

Nepal flash flood

Lindsay Clancy
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Thorndale News A section within the 
St. Marys Independent

IRELANDS MULTI AWARD WINNING COUNTRY STARIRELANDS MULTI AWARD WINNING COUNTRY STAR

Owen Mac is coming to Purple Hill Country Music Hall

FRIDAY, SEPT. 25TH - 7PMFRIDAY, SEPT. 25TH - 7PM

Visit our website for more info

www.purplehillcountrymusichall.cawww.purplehillcountrymusichall.ca

PURPLEPURPLE
HILLHILL

5 1 9 . 4 6 1 . 0 5 3 8
20903 Purple Hill Road, Thorndale

CALL ANNA NOW CALL ANNA NOW 
FOR TICKETSFOR TICKETS
$40 PER PERSON

Thorndale’s Fall Fair Ambassador program

The Thorndale Fall Fair is the community highlight of 
the year. Besides the midway fun and interesting exhib-
its, it is also a showcase of agriculture, talent and pride. 

People of all ages enter in the various competition cat-
egories, one of which is the Thorndale Fall Fair Ambas-
sador program, open to anyone aged 17 to 24 years who 
resides in the Thorndale Fair area.

The Thorndale fair ambassador contestants are judged 
on their community knowledge and involvement, knowl-
edge of agriculture, their personality and an oral presen-
tation. The selected 2026 Thorndale fair ambassador will 
spend one year representing the Thorndale Agricultural 
Society at various events, attending leadership training 
opportunities and two overnight trips to Toronto. They 
will also receive a $1,000 scholarship presented at the 
society’s annual meeting.

The 2025-2026 Thorndale fair ambassador, Beth Mc-
Callum, participated in last year’s fair activities, attend-
ed the Ontario Association of Agricultural Societies Dis-
trict 13 meeting last fall and the convention last February 
in Toronto. Recently, she represented the Thorndale Fair 

at the Canadian National Exhibition (CNE) Ambassador 
of Fairs Leadership Program in Toronto.

“The CNE was an amazing opportunity to meet other 
young adult ambassador leaders from across Ontario,” 
said McCallum. “The CNE put on many amazing sem-
inars to help the ambassadors prepare for the Ambassa-
dor of the Fairs Competition as well as skills that can be 
transferred into the workplace. One of the seminars was 
about composing ourselves in a personal setting where 
we learned about posture and body language. We had 
the opportunity to talk about our fairs and communities, 
and exchange ideas. Sharing those ideas at our fair board 
meetings helps with becoming a better leader.

“This ambassador program has given me so much 
more confidence in my public speaking. If you are pas-
sionate about agriculture or just love your community 
and want to represent them, the ambassador program is 
perfect. You will learn life skills that you will bring with 
you throughout your life.”

For more information on the Thorndale Fall Fair Am-
bassador program, contact Laura Langford at 519-319-
0214 or lj.langford@gmail.com, or visit www.thorn-
dalefair.com/ambassador-program/.

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT

Staff Contribution

Country Mills celebrates 
student employees with 
appreciation barbecue

Country Mills in Thorndale celebrated its student employees with a Student Appreciation 
BBQ Aug. 26, recognizing their hard work and dedication throughout the summer. Pictured 
from left are Jack Ciufo, Tyler Clark, Cooper Clark, Riley Chowen and Faith Farquhar. Coo-
per, Faith and Riley will return to university next month, while Jack and Tyler will head back 
to high school. The students work throughout the business in the warehouse, customer 
service, mill office and retail store.

(PEGGY SEGEREN PHOTO)

Thorndale Fall Fair Ambassador Beth McCallum at the Ca-
nadian National Exhibition in Toronto for the Ambassador of 
the Fairs Leadership Program.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF BETH MCCALLUM)

Community Live Auction 
set for Sept. 5 in Thorndale

Live farm auctions were once a main-
stay of rural Ontario life, serving as both 
an economic engine and a social gather-
ing place. 

In the 1800s, auctions were essential 
for settlers who needed to redistribute 
tools, livestock and seed when families 
arrived to homestead or moved on. By 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
dedicated sales barns emerged along 
railway lines, selling and moving horses 
and cattle to markets across the province.

For generations, these auctions func-
tioned as a social gathering, a commu-
nity marketplace and news exchange 
network. But the rise of online bidding 
platforms, higher operating costs and the 
consolidation of family farms have led to 
fewer local estate and farm live auctions.

George Taylor of Purple Hill Auction 
& Country Music Hall remembers the 
era well. 

“We built our hall in 1992 for auctions 
of cattle, machinery, household estates. 
We would also go out to the farms when 
needed,” he said. “A live auction was 
the community coming together. It was 
entertainment and the thrill of getting a 
bargain all at once.”

Taylor says he is excited to bring that 
experience back. 

“We’re thrilled to be hosting a live 
auction again featuring unique antiques 
any road show would be proud to sell, 
plus trailers, ATVs and so much more,” 
he said. 

The auction takes place Saturday, Sept. 
5, at 11 a.m. at Purple Hill Country Hall, 
20903 Purple Hill Road, Thorndale, and 
the public is welcome.

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
CALL 519.284.0041 OR EMAIL INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Maria A. Megens
Though her smile is gone forever,
And her hands we cannot touch,
Still we have so many memories,

Of the one we loved so much.
Her memory is our keepsake,

With which we’ll never part,
God has her in his keeping,

We have her in our heart. 
Lovingly remembered by the Megens, deGroot    

and Brandt families

A loving Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother 
and Great Great Grandmother

who passed away Sept. 6, 1985

IN MEMORIAM

OBITUARY

We are heartbroken to 
announce the sudden passing 
of Paul Van der Spank, a 
beloved husband, devoted 
father, and cherished Papa, 
who passed away peacefully 
at home in his sleep on August 
24, 2026, two weeks before his 
70th birthday. 
He will be forever missed by his 

wife and best friend Debbie (nee Johnson), his children 
Dana (Jason), Michele (Sam), Mark (Stevie) and his 
grandchildren Raelyn and Bryson, McKinley, Presley, 
Lennox and Louella, Adrianne and Stanley. He will be 
fondly remembered by his siblings Rob, Liz Murray 
(Rob), Karen Findlater (Dave), Fran Rowse, Brien (Linda), 
Bruce, Chris (Jessica), and Steve (Kim), his mother-in-
law Jean Johnson, brother-in-law Bob Johnson, sister-
in-law Jane Johnson, and his many nieces and nephews. 
Paul was predeceased by his parents Gil and Ria Van 
der Spank, father-in-law Ray Johnson, and sister-in-law 
Judy Johnson. 
As the eldest of nine, Paul was an incredible brother and 
role model to his siblings. His early years in Belmont 
were filled with family and friendships that would last a 
lifetime, where he was one of the ‘Belmont Boys’. Here 
he began playing minor hockey and developed his love 
of the game that would become such an important part 
of his life. 
Paul went on to play Junior B hockey with the St. Mary’s 
Lincolns, where he became captain and proudly led the 
team to a Sutherland Cup championship in 1976. Some 
of his fondest memories were made during his time with 
the Lincolns, where he formed many lifelong friendships. 
He was honoured in 2020 with a banner on the wall of 
fame, a fitting tribute to his years with the team. 
It was also through playing for the Lincolns that Paul met 
the love of his life, Debbie, and they shared more than 
50 wonderful years together. They built a beautiful life 
on the farm, where they raised their three children and 
created a home filled with love, laughter and countless 
memories. Through all of life’s joys and challenges, Paul 
and Debbie were devoted partners and best friends, 
always by each other’s side. 
Paul worked tirelessly throughout his life, dedicating 
himself to his career in sales, the family farm, and raising 
his family. Paul was a strong, loving and supportive 
father. He always encouraged his children, taught them 
the value of hard work, and led by example. Above all, 
he instilled in them a strong sense of family and how 
important it is to be there for one another. 
As a Papa, nothing brought him more joy than watching 
his grandchildren grow. He adored them and loved 
being involved in their lives, rarely missing any event or 
milestone they were a part of. Paul leaves a tremendous 
hole in the lives of all who knew and loved him. His love, 
laughter, kindness and the countless memories he 
created with his family and friends will live on forever in 
our hearts and in the hearts of everyone who had the 
privilege of knowing him. 
The family invites you to celebrate Paul’s life on 
Wednesday, September 2, 2026, from 2:00-5:00 p.m. at 
the Dorchester Christian Family Centre. 1256 Cromarty 
Dr, Dorchester. Speeches and sharing of memories will 
take place at 4:00 p.m.
Donations in Paul’s memory may be made to your local 
minor sports association, in support of the youth and 
communities that meant so much to him.
Online condolences may be made at www.
forestlawnmemorial.ca

Van der Spank
THANK YOU

The family of Florence Grace Craig would like to express 
our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who helped us 
honour and celebrate the life of our beloved mother. 
We extend our sincere thanks to Andrew Hodges 
Funeral Home for their compassionate care, guidance 
and support throughout this difficult time, and to Lyric 
Flowers for the beautiful floral arrangements that helped 
make Mom’s celebration so special. We are grateful to 
the Royal Canadian Legion for providing the luncheon 
and creating a warm gathering place for family and 
friends following the service. 
We would also like to extend our heartfelt appreciation 
to Rev. Pirrie Mitchell for the beautiful and meaningful 
sermon, to St. Marys United Church for providing such 
a beautiful setting, and to the organist for the beautiful 
music that added so much meaning to the service. Our 
sincere thanks also go to the Eastern Star for leading 
the service and helping us honour Mom in such a 
special and meaningful way, as well as to everyone who 
participated in the service and interment. Our deepest 
appreciation goes to the staff at Stratford Rotary 
Hospice for the exceptional care, compassion, dignity 
and kindness they gave Mom during her final days. 
The love and support shown to Mom and to our family 
brought comfort during a very difficult time, and we will 
carry that gratitude with us always. 
We would also like to thank our family, friends and 
community for the many thoughtful donations made 
in Mom’s memory to the Canadian Cancer Society, 
Stratford Rotary Hospice, My Sister’s Place, and 
Stratford Perth OSNP. Your generosity is a wonderful 
reflection of the caring spirit Mom carried throughout 
her life. 
To the many family members and friends who helped 
plan, organize and prepare the details of Mom’s 
celebration of life, we cannot thank you enough. Your 
time, energy, creativity and love helped create a day 
that was truly reflective of Mom and the life she lived. 
You helped turn what could have been a day filled only 
with sadness into a beautiful celebration of her life, her 
relationships and the legacy she leaves behind. 
We are also deeply grateful to everyone who attended 
the visitation, service and interment, sent flowers, 
cards and messages, shared stories and memories, 
offered prayers, brought food, made donations, or 
simply reached out to let us know you were thinking of 
us. Every gesture, no matter how big or small, brought 
comfort to our family and reminded us how many lives 
Mom touched. It was a beautiful day filled with love, 
laughter, memories and celebration—a day that truly 
honoured our mother and the remarkable legacy she left 
behind. 
Mom was the light and love of our family. She was the 
heart that brought us together, the person whose love 
made our family feel like home, and the one who found 
joy in caring for the people around her. Her love was 
present in the little things, in the memories she created, 
in the traditions she cherished, and in the countless 
ways she cared for her children, grandchildren, family 
and friends. Although our hearts are heavy with her loss, 
we are grateful for the extraordinary gift of having had 
her in our lives. Her love will continue to guide us, her 
memories will continue to bring us together, and her 
legacy will live on through all of us who were fortunate 
enough to love her. 
Thank you for helping us celebrate not only the life of 
our mother, but the beautiful light she brought into all of 
our lives.

With heartfelt gratitude and love,
The Family of Florence Grace Craig

Craig
THANK YOU

The family of the late Mark McKenny would like to 
express our heartfelt gratitude for all the support given 
to us during this difficult time. A sincere thank you for 
the excellent care, Mark received from Dr. Gatfield, Dr. 
Haffner, Dr. Peel and all the doctors, nurses and staff of 
the St Marys Memorial Hospital, Happy Valley Family 
Health Team and Hubbard Pharmacy. To Heather 
and the amazing team at the VON Adult Day Program 
for their compassionate care. Our thanks to Andrew 
Hodges for his guidance during this time.  To Rev Diana 
Bowland and our friends at St James Anglican Church 
and members of the St Marys Legion Br. 236 and Ladies 
Auxiliary for their wonderful contributions and tributes.
The many phone calls, messages, cards, visits, food and 
flowers were all appreciated and brought great comfort. 

Marlene & Andrea
Janice, Laurie & Families

McKenny
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2026

FERN PRIDHAM – Real Estate Broker

519.274.2885
fernpridham@gmail.com

Sponsored by:

Solutions on pg. 35

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
stmaryshorticulturalsociety.ca 

 

Carnival of Flowers Show 
Open Meeting 

 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH AT 7:00 PM 
 

ST. MARYS LEGION HALL 
 

Speaker: Heather Jerrard 
Topic: Native Plants 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Everyone Welcome 
This meeting is for YOU … come out and enjoy! 

Refreshments provided by St. Marys Tim Hortons 

Cla�ic & Antique
29th ANNUAL

CAR SHOW

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
FROM 12:00 - 4:00 PM

2778 PERTH COUNTY ROAD 163, FULLARTON, ON
DASH PLAQUES FOR FIRST 150 VEHICLES 

50/50 DRAWS, RAFFLES, DJ
PARTICIPANT DOOR PRIZES & FOOD VENDORS

�10 ENTRY FEE AND �10 SPECTATOR FEE

Proceeds go to the St. Marys Salvation Army. 
RAIN DATE: SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6TH

www.windmillfamilycampground.com
Contact Jim 519.461.1449 or the Park 519.229.8982

St. Marys Independent
SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER

www.g r a n t h a v e n . c om
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 or email
info@stmarysindependent.com 
to inquire about our directory

APPRAISALS

RETAIL

Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.
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�
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���	����������

EAVESTROUGH HOME CARE

ELECTRICAL

519.701.8838
suresealeavestrough@gmail.com

Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum

Gutter Guard • Heavy Built
Fascia • Soffit • Trim Bending & More

WES BENNET • ST. MARYS ON

����������������������

NOW ACCEPTINGNOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTSNEW CLIENTS
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�����������������

Providing specialized care for:
Stoma - Cancer - Diabetes - Neurological Disorders 

Epilepsy - Spinal Injury
In addition to every day care

Serving St. Marys and Area since 2022

Call 519-301-7791 (PSW1) 
www.cricket-care.com 

ECRA/ESA# 7016671

GREAT SERVICE 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
Full Service Electrical Solutions 

226-921-1739
info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
Give us a call today!

O�ering Insurance Services for:

199 Elgin St E  • St. Marys  ON • 519-284-1900 
inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca

HEAT / COOL

REAL ESTATE

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

SENIOR SERVICES
Better Ways For Seniors Ltd.

519.868.3021

don@betterwaysforseniors.com

www.BetterWaysForSeniors.com

BetterWaysForSeniors

Don Ewert

PAINTING

 Painting and Handyman  Painting and Handyman 
in and around St. Marysin and around St. Marys
Call Alex at 519-636-5874
for more information

WATER TREATING
SALES 

SERVICE 
RENTALS

Call Dave for more info 
at 519.349.2040

MUSIC

AG. SERVICES 

• Custom 3x4 baling 
• Able to cut to 44 mm
• Acid available
• Mowing and merging available

226-880-2270226-880-2270

CLEANING

DISPOSAL

Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St., St. Marys

Robson Scrap Metal

PLUMBING

TUTORING
Sylvan of Stratford
Get ahead this summer with Sylvan!

Whether your child needs to catch 
up or get ahead, our teachers are 
ready to help create a one-of-a-kind 
personalized program that will work 
for your child. Get support with 
Sylvan today!

Your child is unique, and our
solutions are too! 

SUMMER
SALE

ON NOW!
Free Assessment 
PLUS sale. O­er 
valid in London 

and Stratford only.
Expires 06/26/2026

145-103 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519-657-7323

southlondon@SylvanLearning.com
SYLVANLEARNING.COM 

CONTRACTING

ST. MARYS LOCAL

������������������������������
�����
��
�	�
��������������
���������������������������������� SEAMSTRESS
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LANDSCAPING

Linda Vandermolen

519.276.7712
Landscape Artist

BUY AND SELL
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED TO BUY
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.
Are you downsizing or need an estate clean out? We can 
help. We are at the Pinery Market at Grand Bend every 
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call or text Stan anytime                
519-868-3814.

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, 
Pepsi or any pop company. Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether 
Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, wristwatches, 
pocket watches, old fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. 
Any old oil cans and signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any 
small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff 
please contact me at 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE
Shade Trees; Maples, Oaks, Birch, Beech, Honey Locusts, 
Elms, Magnolia, Hydrangea Tree, Tulip Tree, Crab apples, 
Ivory Silk Lilac, Chanticleer Pear, Golden Weeping Willows 
and more. Apples, Pears, Peaches, Plums, Apricots, 
Nectarine, Blueberry, Haskap etc. Lots of healthy strong 
Spruce, Cedars and White Pine for your privacy hedges 
and windbreaks. Hundrceds of flowering shrubs. Reg 
Hours: 7am- 6pm Mon-Sat at Martins Nursery c/o Emanuel 
Martin. 42661 Orangehill Rd., Wroxeter, ON

WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying 
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For 
more information: Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. 
Stratford / 226-972-5750

JUNK REMOVAL
Junk Removal - Garbage, Basements, Yards, Dump Runs 
Call Mike 519-276-7766

FOR RENT
Ground level, new studio apartment. 5 appliances, 
spacious walk in shower. Outdoor patio area. Small and 
efficient. Infloor heating and water included. 3 blocks from 
downtown St Marys. Available after Aug 31st. References 
required. Call 519-697-1925. 

FOR SALE
AFG treadmill for sale, new running belt, $550.                 
Call 226 301 4442.

FOR RENT
Ideal for seniors, spacious 1 bedroom apt, ground level 
access, walk in shower, wood floors , high ceilings, eat 
in kitchen, large outdoor deck area. Close to downtown, 
available Oct 1st. References required. Call 519-697-1925

FOR SALE
Craftex Table Saw CX201, Power Fist 6 inch Bench Grinder, 
King Variable Speed 16 inch Scroll Saw, Table Router, Busy 
Bee 6 inch Belt and 9 inch Disc Sander Unit, Busy Bee Rex- 
Cut 6 inch Jointer. Call 519-461-0705

LEAF MULCHING
Have your leaves mulched, no raking or bagging required. 
Fully insured, reasonable rates.. Call 519-933-8636

FOR SALE
Upright Freezer 6.5 Cubic FT- 3 years old. Please call 519-
284-1326

WANTED
Needed 1 Bedroom Apartment and parking around St. 
Marys. Please call 519-284-1326

QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Schroeder
2. Sapphire
3. Two
4. Pomology
5. Also known as
6. St. Bernard
7. Seven
8. Kid
9. Soccer Ball
10. All gods

SUDOKU ANSWERS

Looking 
Back

Dana and Solis 
25 years ago (2001)
DCVI Principal Andy Marquette is upset about 

vandalism on school property. Last week a plate-
glass window in the cafeteria was smashed, costing 
$1,000 to replace, and there was damage to two pic-
nic tables outside the cafeteria. 

St. Marys’ CAO was pleased to announce the sale 
of land to both Dana Canada and Solis Mexican 
Foods during last night’s Town Council meeting. 
The Town purchased the land specifically to sell to 
the two corporations. Mayor Jamie Hahn says he’s 
thrilled the town was able to put the land deal togeth-
er and enable two companies to expand.

50 years ago (1976)
The work of rebuilding the chimney at the Me-

morial Hospital was completed recently by Bastien 
Contracting of Stratford. The chimney had to have 
about 30 feet of its brickwork rebuilt after it was 
shattered by lightning which struck the steel interior 
core about two months ago.

According to Emily Street resident Jack McKillop, 
there was frost visible on both his newly cut lawn 
and that of his neighbour, Dr. Ellis Scott. The frost-
ed areas were at the lower levels of their properties 
along the riverbank on Monday, August 30.

75 years ago (1951)
For this year’s public school students, the job of 

buying textbooks is a thing of the past. The Depart-
ment is supplying all such books, but not pens, pen-
cils, etc.

St. Marys stores will be open until 9 pm this Sat-
urday evening, but 6:30 pm closing will begin next 
Saturday, according to the retail section of the Cham-
ber of Commerce.

This week, the bottom of the tank began to leak 
within the historic water tower. It was drained on 
Wednesday to allow an inspection to be carried out.

100 years ago (1926)
The St. Marys Fair Prize List is now being distrib-

uted to those interested and it is receiving commen-
dation on all sides as a most attractive booklet. The 
entire list has been revised with the cooperation and 
advice of the Department of Agriculture in Toronto. 
Prizes totaling $2,000 are offered.

Isabelle Chesterfield, 11-year-old daughter of Mrs. 
J.A. Chesterfield, narrowly escaped drowning in the 
river below the dam last week. Due to rain, the wa-
ter was coming over the dam at a good clip and Isa-
belle, who was bathing with a friend, got caught in 
the current and swept off her feet. Hearing the child’s 
cries, Jack Gregory, who was crossing the bridge at 
the time, jumped in the river from the west bank and 
saved the girl in the nick of time.

AMY CUBBERLEY

Independent Columnist

THE WEEK AHEAD
SPONSORED BY: McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St. E., St. Marys
Founding and Forever partner of Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 29
FRIDAY, SEPT 4
- A.N.A.F. meat draw – 6 p.m.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Stratford Warriors at Stratford Rotary 
Complex – 7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, SEPT 5
- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field - 8 a.m. to Noon, St. 
Marys Scouts breakfast
- Coffee and a cookie with Ryan Lush at Milt Dunnell Field – 8 a.m. to 
Noon
- Halloween garage sale at 220 Elgin Street East – 8 a.m.
- Taylor Auction Centre antique estate auction, 20903 Purple Hill 
Road – 11 a.m.
- Gail Thomson’s 90th birthday gathering at St. James Masonic Hall – 
1-4 p.m.
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 p.m.
- A.N.A.F. Bavarian Garden – 4 to 7 p.m.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Komoka Kings at Komoka Wellness Centre – 
7:15 p.m.
SUNDAY, SEPT 6
- Vining Cemetery decoration day, 22157 Purple Hill Road – 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.
- Windmill Family Campground classic & antique car show – Noon to 
4 p.m.
MONDAY, SEPT 7
- Labour Day
TUESDAY, SEPT 8
- St. Marys Horticultural Society flower show and meeting at the 
Legion Hall – 7 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, SEPT 9
- Friends of the Library social at the library – 6:30-8 p.m.
THURSDAY, SEPT 10
- St. Marys Cement Community Liaison Committee meeting at the 
MOC – 6 p.m.

Saturday, September 5th at 8am 
220 Elgin St. E. St. Marys

HALLOWEEN 
GARAGE SALE

Props, old costumes, frames, dishware, mannequins, witches, 
masks, tankards, swords, steam punk, skeletons, silver, 

furniture, Tesla Ball, blk light, smoke machine, rear projector +

CELEBRATION

St. James Masonic Hall
45 Thames Rd. North

St. Marys, ON
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PRODUCTION UNDERWRITERS: DAVID AND AMY FULTON FOUNDATION, THE WILLIAM AND NONA HEASLIP FOUNDATION
PRODUCTION CO-SPONSORS: THE SABOURIN FAMILY FOUNDATION, THREE GENERATIONS OF THE SCHUBERT FAMILY

RO
SE

 N
A

PO
LI

 A
N

D
 G

O
RD

O
N

 S
. M

IL
LE

R.
 P

H
O

TO
: D

AV
ID

 H
O

U
.

Indulge in a delicious comedy serving up big laughs and family drama!
SATURDAY, SUNDAY, MONDAY

“Rich drama
  with fl avourful

  characters”
 The Globe and Mail 

“Soul-stirring 
   enchantment”

   Intermission 

“A splendid 
   production”

   Toronto Star 

THE TEMPEST  |  GUYS AND DOLLS  |  SOMETHING ROTTEN!  |  DEATH OF A SALESMAN  |   THE HOBBIT
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST  |  SATURDAY, SUNDAY, MONDAY  |  A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM

OTHELLO  |  THE TAO OF THE WORLD  |  THE KING JAMES BIBLE PLAY

Savour Every Show


