
What started as Shrove Tuesday breakfast will turn into 
a regular event for the Salvation Army’s Hub.

Planned to coincide with what many term “Pancake 
Tuesday”, the event is part of a tradition in the Christian 
church to endulge before fasting begins for Lent on Ash 
Wednesday. The Salvation Army decided to hold a free 
pancake breakfast for the occasion.

“It’s open to anyone who’s struggling in today’s world 

where groceries are so expensive,” said Major Denise 
Walker of Salvation Army in Tillsonburg.

An excess of donations of pancake batter donated at 
Christmas also added to the decision.

“This is a way to use it and let people enjoy it,” she said.
The turnout reached the point that all of the chairs in 

the Hub were full and more had to be brought in. 
“They’ve had such a good response, they want to do it 

every Tuesday,” Walker said.
The event was promoted by volunteers going into the 

community on Friday and handing out 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Volunteers at the Salvation Army were busy flipping pancakes for a free pancake breakfast last Tuesday. The event was 
such as success it will be offered weekly. Left to right are: volunteer Carol Wiebe, co-op student Claudia Bednar, and vol-
unteer Sally Ann Leckie. Story below.
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Shrove Tuesday breakfast leads to 
ongoing event at The Hub
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Tillsonburg sends 
off Team King to 
Montana's Brier

People were shoulder to shoulder in Tillsonburg Curling 
Club to send Team King off to the Montana’s Brier this 
week in St. John’s, NL.

The event will be the first time the Tillsonburg Curling 
Club name will be represented at the Brier, which is the 
men’s national curling championship. With skip Jayden 
King being from the local club, the town’s name will be 
seen across the nation by curling fans viewing the event 
on television. King and team vice Dylan Niepage, second 
Owen Henry, and lead Victor Pietrangelo won the Ontario 
Tankard to represent the province.

The club hosted a send-off event on Saturday afternoon 
that included speeches and fun games against local com-
petitors.

King thanked his neighbours, Nora and Les Peter, for 
getting him into curling.

“When I was at their home before I knew what curling 
was, they had Scotties (Tournament of Hearts) on in their 
house, and they brought me here,” he recounted.

Playing at the Montana’s Brier is not something he 
dreamt of.

“Eleven-year-old me would have never imagined being 
here today,” he said. “It’s the dream of every curler, but 
we’re not going alone; we’re bringing all of you.”

King gave credit to all those who supported him through 
the years, the volunteers who made sacrifices for the team, 
and thanked the curling club for the use of the ice for prac-
tices.

“Curling is often seen as an individual sport, but success 
is never individual,” he said. “Today is proof of that.”

JEFF HELSDON

Editor
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Salvation Army to offer 
pancake breakfast weekly
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

bags of treats and promotional posters for 
the event. 

Weekly free pancake breakfasts started 
this week, and it’s hoped that word will 
spread. 

While the Salvation Army volunteers 
are using up the pancake batter they re-

ceived at Christmas, more may be needed 
as this becomes a weekly function.

“One of the joys of the Salvation Army 
is people are so generous to us, we can be 
generous to others,” Walker said.

The Hub is located at 110 Concession St. 
W. in the Salvation Army church. 

Tillsonburg Post correspondent Jeff 
Tribe recently released his first novel, “Ac-
countant with Benefits.”

Set in Alberta, the romance novel tells 
the story of heroine Sherry Strong, who 
overcame childhood tragedy and poverty 
by focusing on her accounting career. In 
part due to her ranching background, she 
is sent from her firm’s high-rise Calgary 
office to Rocky Mountain House, Alberta, 
to help Matt Logan transition the family 
ranching empire into a sustainable future.

“They say ‘write what you know,’ and 
Accountant With Benefits has strong, in-
telligent female characters based on the 
women in my life, a rural setting, and sen-
sibility combined with visits to my cous-
in’s ranch in Rocky Mountain House,” 
Tribe said.

While some may be surprised by a writ-
er widely known for his sports copy and 
photographs, Tribe points to when the 
seed was planted 15 years ago, when he 
was working with wrestling promoter Jay 
McDonald on a reality television show pi-
lot he was working on. Tribe was the in-
terviewer and made an impression on lead 
videographer Aaron Wilcox.

“He said you should be writing Christ-
mas romances, that there’s a market and 

schmaltzier the better,” Tribe recounted.
The Beaconsfield writer saw a bunch 

of romance novels in a second-hand store 
and thought he might try that someday. 
Then, when he was laid off from The Till-
sonburg News, he began to build on the 
idea of writing a romance novel. Watching 
Christmas movies with his wife finally got 
him motivated, and he started what he re-
ferred to as “a bit of a ludicrous but enjoy-
able challenge.”

“After 30-odd years in the newspaper 
business one should be able to put a de-
cent sports or feature story together, but I 
found this to be a different beast, an unfa-
miliar style with different rules,” he said, 
explaining he heard ‘this is romance not 
literature’ and a lot of ‘show me, don’t tell 
me.’ 

After a couple of rejections and a break 
from it, he received the green light from 
first contact editor Jay Lang at BWL Pub-
lishing, a Certified Canadian Publish-
er based in Sylvan Lake, Alberta. Tribe 
agreed to tone down the ‘spice level’ and 
got passed to veteran editor Nancy Bell, 
where the real work started.

“With Jay’s support and Nancy’s guid-
ance, I managed to fit Accountant With 
Benefits into the genre, included plot 
twists and turns while keeping the intent 
of the original storyline,” he said.

Elaborating more on the storyline, Tribe 

said drama, character transformation, and 
romance ensue between the two lead char-
acters as their relationship grows.

“Rivalling War and Peace was never 
the goal, but hopefully it’s a decent read 
with characters and a narrative people can 
engage with,” he said. “Whether you’re 
putting together a newspaper story or 
romance novel, making it readable and 
enjoyable is always your most important 
goal.”

While writing the novel has been an 
experience in a different type of writing, 
marketing Account With Benefits has 
meant stepping outside his comfort zone. 
The book was BWL's leading seller to get 
it started, but he has also had to visit lo-
cal retailers to inquire if they’d stock the 
book. Tribe put together a 52-second vid-
eo (JT AWB Promo) on YouTube, was a 
guest on Dick Bourgeois-Doyle’s Dover 
Writes podcast, and is lined up to pres-
ent at the Port Burwell Writers’ Festival 
on the May 24 weekend. Victoria Body 
is hosting a book launch on Saturday, 
March 7, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at The 
100th Mile in Norwich, his hometown. 
It is available in print or digital form on 
Amazon by searching for Jeff Tribe, Ac-
countant With Benefits, or via the BWL 
Publishing Inc. website. Available locally 
at Tillsonburg Sobey’s, the Station Arts 
Centre, The 100th Mile in Norwich, or by 

tracking down the author.
While Tribe wouldn’t share any insights 

into the ending, he did say he left the 
door open for a sequel via Matt’s younger 
brother, Jeremy. He has another storyline 
he coined, ‘Queen of Green’, inspired by 
his experience at a Norfolk County canna-
bis production facility, which would pro-
vide an opportunity to highlight this area’s 
natural beauty.

Post correspondent releases his first novel
JEFF HELSDON

Editor

Jeff Tribe recently had his first novel, Ac-
count With Benefits, published. The book is 
available in select local retailers and online.
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by Jake Grant

This week’s answers are found on pg. 19

1. �What countries were banned 
from the 2026 Winter Olympics?

2. �True or False. Hamsters are 
nocturnal.

3. �What is the mascot for Wilfred 
Laurier University?

4. �What mathematician had an 
apple fall on his head?

5. �Who came up with the “Modern 
Olympics”?

6. �What is the longest muscle in 
the human body?

7. �Are sea cucumbers plants or 
animals?

8. �What three things did Jack steal 
from the giant?

9. �When was the last time the USA 
won Gold in Men’s Olympic 
Hockey?

10. �What country invented the 
saltine cracker?

WEEKEND QUIZWEEKEND QUIZ

tillsonburgpost.com
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In the wake of the Winter Olympics, sever-
al stories in the media have talked about the 
funding provided to competitors at this level, 
and that it is getting close to a breaking point 
in Canada.

Throughout the games, it was often heard 
that  these games were expected to be the last 
for many competitors due to their age. The 
issue is there aren’t enough younger athletes 
ready to step in, and part of this is due to fund-
ing shortfalls. A couple of the more startling 
numbers thrown out were Italian medalists 
receive seven times more for reaching the po-
dium than Canadians, and there has been no 
funding increase in 20 years.

Canada finished eighth in medals count, 
which is respectable, but below the fifth or 
above that has been more typical in recent win-
ter games. The issue is, though, that could slide 
drastically in four years.

Funding for Canadian athletes is a combi-
nation of corporate, personal and Canadian 
Olympic Committee funding. 

Locally, there was a great outpouring of fi-
nancial and emotional support for Team King 
as they head off to the Montana’s Brier to rep-
resent Ontario. That funding is necessary to 
assist the curlers because there isn’t enough 
funding provided to cover all of their expenses. 

There has been some recognition of aging 
athletes with the Canadian Olympic Commit-
tee announcing Team Canada 2035 prior to 

the start of the games. A 10-year plan to make 
Canada a top-five finisher in medal count in 
both Winter and Summer Games, the initiative 
will see a $500-million private investment.

Developing top-notch athletes starts at the 
grassroots, and in our case that’s Ontario. The 
provinces has a Ministry of Sport with a man-
date that includes “collaborate with stakehold-
ers and other ministries to instil pride and en-
courage athlete participation in Ontario’s sport 
and community recreation.” Kudos to the prov-
ince for having a ministry dedicated to sport, 
but some of this money needs to be funneled 
to assist athletes competing at a high level as 
these people are an inspiration to others. The 
ministry has a $68-million budget, so there 
should be some to spare.

Or, Ontario could reallocate some money 
from the ministry that funded the multi-mil-
lion-dollar advertising campaign during the 
Winter Games into helping produce more top-
notch athletes from the province. That may get 
people talking about Ontario more than adver-
tising how great a place the province is to those 
who already live here.

Just remember “Elbows up” came from a 
hockey arena, so it’s only fitting that govern-
ments riding the movement invest back into 
it. Our athletes need to have both provincial 
and national economic ‘elbows up’ in support 
if they’re going to remain competitive on the 
international stage in the future.

Investing in sport
pays dividends

(ALLAN RUSSELL PHOTO)

Have something to say?
Submit your Letter to the Editor here:

info@tillsonburgpost.com

Ostrander Road sunset.

Local athlete builds communities of support,
encouragement and confidence

George Papadakos was born and raised 
in Tillsonburg, and it was here that he 
grew to appreciate people and to value 
connection. He also learned the impor-
tance of pitching in at an early age. His 
parents, owners and operators of Corey's 
Restaurant, put in long hours to make it 
an iconic Tillsonburg destination. 

He went on to study business manage-
ment at Conestoga College, where he 
met his wife Nikko, and they made the 
move back to town to raise their family. 
He bought and took over the restaurant 
in 2009, and despite years of fond memo-
ries, he made the decision to sell in 2020.

"We loved our community and we tried 

to support as many local organizations 
as we could," Papadakos said. "We were 
mindful of the community that feeds us. 
It was bittersweet, but it was also a great 
awakening. I was born and bred into that 
industry. I loved the people and it was 
hard to lose that part of my life, but I rec-
ognized the stress and the time it took 
away from family."

Papadakos was already a triathlete, but 
he began to train more seriously after 
selling the restaurant. In 2021, he orga-
nized Marathons For Memories, pledging 
to run daily marathons (42.2 km) for a 
month to raise money and awareness for 
the Alzheimer's Society of Oxford Coun-
ty. It was a cause close to home; Nikko 
had lost her aunt and her grandmother to 
Alzheimer's, so he understood the toll it 
takes on families.

"I ran nine marathons in a row, day 
after day, but my body crumbled," Papa-
dakos said. "The community saw that I 
was hurting, so they started running mar-
athons for me all over Southwestern On-
tario. They picked up the torch."

By the end of the month, Papadakos 
had run 15 marathons and a total of 793 
km. He had raised $44,000 for the Alz-
heimer's Society of Oxford County, part 

of which would help to provide respite for 
caregivers in his own community.

"It wouldn't have happened if I had still 
been in the restaurant industry," Papada-
kos said. "It was an amazing year of self 
growth, doing something beyond just 
work."

In 2023, he repeated his Marathons For 
Memories, running 20 marathons (1,001 
km) in one month and raising an addition-
al $19,000. He used a different strategy, 
spreading it out and listening to his body, 
but it still took several months to fully re-
cover.

Later that year, he noticed a fluttering 
in his chest. Tests revealed that his heart 
wasn't pumping efficiently, and he learned 
that he had atrial fibrillation. He slowly 
worked through a period of de-training 
and focused on nutrition. He's run 50 
marathons in his life, but this was a wake-
up call, and he decided it was time to stop 
pushing himself so hard.

"Now I'm very selective about mara-
thons," Papadakos said. "I ran with my 
daughter Zoey in May, and that was the 
icing on that marathon cake. It was a pret-
ty emotional moment at the finish line."

He's still training, but not at a high in-
tensity. As he works towards his Ironman 

goal in 2027, his son Zan swims alongside 
him with the Torpedoes Swim Club.

Papadakos continues to challenge him-
self in other ways, saying that change 
can be good. He works in construction, 
“learning new skills from true masters” 
at 360 Developments. At the same time, 
he's sharing his own expertise through 
his Kokonana Triathlon Run Club. The 
ultimate Ironman is held in Kona, Ha-
waii.

"It's the pinnacle of the sport," Papa-
dakos said. "I love the person you need 
to become: disciplined, consistent and 
committed. I've adopted it as a mindset 
of greatness."

As a triathlon and run coach, he loves to 
see people overcome self-doubt and break 
through their personal barriers, develop-
ing conviction and confidence. The initial 
group of three or four people has grown 
to a community of over 30 runners that 
lace up every Saturday and provide sup-
port and encouragement to one another.

"I develop a workout for people where 
they're at," Papadakos said. "There's a lot 
of trust involved, and I know that they be-
lieve in me as much as I believe in them. 
It has grown into something really special 
that I'm really proud of."

ROBIN KRAFFT

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

EVERYONE
HAS A
STORY
TO TELL

EDITORIAL
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In honour of this year’s 30th  anniversary of celebrating 
Black History Month in Canada, I decided to do more research 
on the history of Black citizens in Tillsonburg and area. 

This is difficult as there are few easily-available documents 
left from the past that identified race, even in the census. 

During the restoration of our Pioneer Graveyard, we dug up 
a broken tombstone: ‘In memory of ...th son of …chi & Ellen 
Bird,  died  a ?yr 6ms and ‘Sleep on little babe and take thy rest; 
God called thee home. He thought it best.’ From this we found 
our first historic black family. This lost named baby’s father 
was Malachai Bird, the barber on Broadway, and his mom El-
len, a former slave. They and three of their four  children came 
up to Canada and settled in Tillsonburg in the early 1870s. 

Malachi was known as Professor Bird, and his barber shop 
was on lot 14, on Broadway’s east-side, north from Brock St 
about mid-block. The family lived on Harvey Street, lot 14, 

west-side, boarding with the ‘African/black’, family of R.F. 
Williams. Unfortunately, by 1877, Malachai’s three children, 
then his wife Ellen died. All were laid to rest in the Pioneer 
Graveyard. Malachi left shortly after to barber in London, and 
lived only two more years. 

The surname ‘Freeman’ can often indicate black families 
who shed their Master’s name and immigrated from the U.S.  
Our Freeman family starts off with George W. Freeman, born 
1808 in USA., who married Julia Wagner born 1816 in the U.S. 
They set off for the promised land and came to Tillsonburg. 
They had eight or nine children, some born in the U.S. and 
some in Canada. As the family purchased land, a few Free-
mans settled south of Brownsville in Dereham Township and 
along the 12th Concession.  Others were closer to Tillsonburg, 
including David and Sarah Freeman’s son Albert. At 19 years 
of age, he was barbering, and hired George Wayner, also from 
the black community. 

Wayner’s father James was born in the U.S, and his mother 
Esther, in Ontario. The 1861 census showed they had seven 
children. George was born in North Norwich Township on 
Dec. 1, 1855. He later moved to South Norwich, where he at-
tended school. He was in his 20s, when hired by Albert Free-
man. Most sources noted he only worked there for a brief pe-
riod before emigrating to Michigan where he opened his own 
barbershop. It is said that in 1908 the family was captured in 
a photo taken on Broadway. What a treasure that photo would 
be! George Wayner died in Pontiac, Michigan in 1928.

On Feb. 18, 1859,  the Friday Morning Ingersoll Chronicle 
published a list of letters never picked up in the Dereham Post 
Office since 1857. One of those letters was for Amasa DeGroat, 
who had been born in 1824 in Stockbridge, New York, the son 
of Mary and Joseph. The 1848 collectors roll of South Nor-

wich showed a George Freeman, and two DeGroat families 
from Dereham Township on the rolls.  Between 1858 and1875, 
Amasa had four sons and three daughters with Lucinda Joiner.

South of Sodom, the History of South Norwich by Norwich 
Historical Society, has wonderful information on the DeGroat 
family, which had been in the area the longest of any of the 
Black family names. We catch up to Amasa in 1876, a farm-
er in Dereham Twp. Conc 7, lot 2, with 50 acres, as does the 
1906 directory. Around that time, they move to South Nor-
wich Township. to Conc 9 Lot 27, near the area known as Five 
Points.

From here, Amasa’ children Evelyn, Sherman, Mabel, Gor-
man and George, went to New Road School. Sherman was 
known for miles around as an expert well digger. He was very 
mechanical and served in the armed forces in the First World 
War,  and was the last of the family to live in the area. 

Back in the 1870s, The Tillsonburg Observer would report 
on the camp or bush meetings of coloured people and whites 
near Otterville. By 1882, the Observer noted one of the largest 
bush meetings were held by the British  Methodist Episcopal 
‘coloured’ church of Otterville, attracting Black people from 
Brantford, Ingersoll, Tillsonburg and other towns and villages 
in the vicinity as well as 2,000 to 2,500 white people.

Amasa didn’t die until Feb 11, 1910, in Oxford County at 
86. Being well known, The Aylmer Express published:  “An 
old colored man named Amas DeGroat, who for many years 
has been a notable figure on the streets of Tillsonburg, died on 
Friday last, at his home in Dereham. He was supposed to be 
over 100 years of age.”

If you know anything about these black families, or oth-
ers from long ago, please get in touch at 519-842-9416 or 
lbeechey52@gmail.com.
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The Town of Tillsonburg is calling on residents to help 
celebrate the community’s most dedicated volunteers 
through the Tillsonburg Volunteer Achievement Awards.

These awards honour individuals who have made sig-

nificant and sustained contributions through unpaid ser-
vice, strengthening the town’s community spirit.

The program recognizes volunteer contributions across 
four categories:

• �Sports, Recreation and Education – celebrating those 
who support local learning, coaching, and active liv-
ing initiatives.

• �Arts, Culture and Heritage – highlighting volunteers 
who enrich Tillsonburg’s cultural identity and pre-
serve its history.

• �Seniors and Youth – recognizing those who dedicate 
time to supporting older adults or empowering young 
people.

• �Civic – honouring volunteers who strengthen com-

munity life through civic engagement, events, and 
local initiatives.

Nominations can be submitted at any time throughout 
the year. From the pool of submissions, three recipients 
are selected annually for their exceptional impact. All 
nominations are reviewed by the Cultural, Heritage and 
Special Awards Advisory Committee, which evaluates 
each nominee based on established criteria.

Residents are encouraged to recognize the people 
whose efforts often go unnoticed but contribute greatly to 
the vibrancy and well-being of Tillsonburg.

More information, including nomination forms and 
award details, can be found at:

https://www.tillsonburg.ca/town-hall/volunteer/.

Tillsonburg invites nominations for its annual 
volunteer achievement awards
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Although the event has yet to occur, it 
could easily be said that the Tillsonburg 
and District Chamber of Commerce hit a 
homerun with its latest event.

Empower Up, scheduled for Wednes-
day, March 4, which is the week preced-
ing International Women’s Day, the event 
is the only Tillsonburg event for the in-
ternational recognition of women. But, 
speaker Erika Polidori, who is an Olym-
pic and Team Canada softball player, also 
adds to the baseball analogy for a first-
class event.

Chamber executive director Rocio Sa-
linas came up with the concept for the 
event, as something similar was run by 
the Norwich chamber, where she was pre-
viously executive director. 

“It’s a celebration, especially for women 
in business,” she said. “The main focus is 
women, but it’s open to anyone.”

The morning will start with a market-
place for shopping and networking when 
the doors open at 10:30 a.m. Salinas sees 
the marketplace open to female vendors, 
including retailers, crafters, realtors or 
any product or service. A hot lunch will 
be served a noon, followed by Polidori’s 
presentation. 

Living in Brantford, Polidori started 
playing in T-ball when she was six. She 
first played at the national level in 2010. 
Polidori was part of the Canadian team 
that won bronze at the Women’s Softball 
World Championship. Her .455 batting 

average in the 2015 Pan American games 
was a factor in Team Canada winning a 
gold. A Pan American silver followed in 
2019 and an Olympic bronze in 2020 at 
the Tokyo games. 

Polidori attended Oakland University in 
Michigan, studying nursing and playing 
collegiate ball.

For vendors, the cost is $85 for chamber 
members and $100 for non-members. The 
cost to attend is $30 for chamber mem-
bers and $40 for non-members. Tickets 
are available from the chamber web site at 
tillsonburgchamber.ca

JEFF HELSDON

Editor

Tillsonburg chamber 
hosting women’s day event

(CONTRUBUTED PHOTO)Erika Polidori.

Tillsonburg is hosting both a public 
meeting and online consultations on its 
proposed site plan control bylaw.

The town’s current Site Plan Control By-
law regulates certain types of development 
and site design within town limits. It was 
last reviewed and adopted by Town of Till-
sonburg Council on November 27, 2017.

While the current by-law regulates the 
appropriate location of a development on a 
site and ensures the safety, attractiveness, 
and compatibility with the surrounding 
lands; there have been a number of legis-
lative changes to the Planning Act since 
the passing of the by-law. The intent of 
the by-law update is to align the by-law 
with provincial legislation and add clarity, 
transparency and improve efficiency.

A complete review and rewrite of the 
by-law and guidelines have now been 
completed. Many of the amendments were 
required due to legislative changes, includ-

ing amendments to improve the town’s site 
plan application process.

An open house session will be held on 
March 11, from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the Li-
on’s Den Room at the Community Centre 
(45 Hardy Avenue) to present and discuss 
the proposed changes and receive feed-
back. Formal presentations of the material 
will be held at 3:30 pm and 5:00 pm. 

A copy of the proposed Site Plan Control 
By-law and Guidelines, along with sup-
porting material is available for review be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Fri-
day, at the Town of Tillsonburg Customer 
Service Centre (10 Lisgar Avenue) and on 
the Town of Tillsonburg website.

If you have any questions or comments 
regarding the draft by-law, please call 519-
688-3009 ext. 3204or submit written in-
quiries/comments by email to ahartley@
oxfordcounty.ca on or before March 20, 
2026.

Town hosting public 
meeting on new site plan 
control bylaw

1362  V ICTORIA  STREET  NORTH  KITCHENER 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM-8PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

SOURCEFLOORING.COM
SHOP ONLINE 24/7

AREA RUGS AREA RUGS 
NO TAXNO TAX

1000’S IN 
STOCK

ALL 
SIZES!

$59STARTING 
FROM

DAY SALEDAY SALE

BUY IT TODAY... TAKE IT TODAY!

WATERPROOF WATERPROOF 
LAMINATELAMINATE

6FT LONG 
14.4MM 
THICK 
PAD 

ATTACHED

12MM THICK12MM THICK
LAMINATELAMINATE

WATER 
RESISTANT
IN STOCK

MODERNMODERN
LAMINATELAMINATE

8MM 
THICK

IN STOCK FROM99¢
/SQFT FROM

$199
/SQFT FROM

$299
/SQFT

VINYL VINYL 
STAIR TREADSSTAIR TREADS
MANY 

COLOURS
IN STOCK

$3999

LUXURYLUXURY
 VINYL PLANKS VINYL PLANKS

PAD 
ATTACHED
IN STOCK FROM

$129
/SQFT

GLUE DOWNGLUE DOWN
VINYLVINYL

MANY 
STYLES

IN STOCK FROM99¢
/SQFT

WHITE OAK WHITE OAK 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

7.5” WIDE 
3/4” THICK
IN STOCK

WHITE OAK WHITE OAK 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

6.5” WIDE 
3/4” THICK
IN STOCK FROM

$399
/SQFT

CLICK ENG. CLICK ENG. 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

 5.5” WIDE
1/2” THICK
MADE IN 

GERMANY
FROM

$199
/SQFT FROM

$599
/SQFT

HARDWOOD

LAMINATE

$199

24" X 24" 24" X 24" 
FLOOR TILEFLOOR TILE

POLISHED 
TILE

IN STOCK

12" X 24" 12" X 24" 
PORCELAINPORCELAIN

POLISHED 
TILE

IN STOCK

13" X 13"13" X 13"
PORCELAINPORCELAIN

MANY 
STYLES

IN STOCK FROM99¢
/SQFT FROM99¢

/SQFT FROM /SQFT

FLOOR TILE

VINYL

EACH
FROM

33THIS FRIDAY, 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY!
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Worship
With Us

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

All are Welcome

“Inspiring people
to know Christ”

Avondale
United Church

60 Harvey St.
(519) 842-5532

Give us a call to start the
process on your next project

Members of the Oxford detachment of the On-
tario Provincial Police (OPP) along with Brant 
and Norfolk Community Street Crimes Unit 
(CSCU) assisted in an investigation led by the 
Oxford OPP CSCU. The search warrant resulted 
in the seizure of illegal drugs and offence-relat-
ed property, from a residence in Tillsonburg.

On Feb. 18, at approximately 5 a.m., police 
arrested one individual in relation to a search 
warrant on Venison Street, in the Town of Till-
sonburg.

As a result of the investigation, Willa Carrier, 
a 57-year-old resident of Tillsonburg has been 

charged with the following offences:
• �Possession of Schedule I Substance for the 

Purpose of Trafficking - Cocaine,
• �Possession of Schedule I Substance for the 

Purpose of Trafficking - Methamphetamine,
• �Possession of Schedule I Substance for the 

Purpose of Trafficking - Opioid 
• Obstruct Peace Officer
• �Possession of Property Obtained by Crime 

Under $5000
The accused has been released from custody 

and is scheduled to appear before the Ontario 
Court of Justice, in Woodstock, on May 12.

Search warrant yields 
illegal drugs

A driver is facing multiple charges after they 
crashed their vehicle in the Town of Tillson-
burg.

At approximately 11:50 p.m., on Feb. 13, 
2026, members of the Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP), Oxford detachment, were called to a sin-
gle-vehicle collision on Quarter Town Line in 
the Town of Tillsonburg. 

As a result of the investigation, Dillon Out-
erbridge, a 22-year-old resident of Tillsonburg, 
was charged with: Operation While Impaired 
and Operation While Impaired - Blood Alcohol 
Concentration (BAC) 80 plus

The accused has been released from custody 
and is scheduled to appear before the Ontario 
Court of Justice, in Woodstock, on March 31.

Single-vehicle collision 
results in impaired 
driving charges

POLICE BRIEFS

Feb. 27 & 28

Entire Store
Reduced!

Display with
Buckets

1
ONLY!

616 Broadway St., Tillsonburg
519 842-4981 www.stubbes.ca

Thurs. Feb. 26 CLOSED 
Fri. Feb. 27  9:00am - 5:30pm
Sat. Feb. 28 9:00am - 5:00pm

SALE HOURSFurniture, Mattresses, Appliances & Home Decor

Dimplex
FireplaceA&B Home

Chair
Canadel 7 pc.

Table Set Flexsteel Bar
Cart

1
ONLY!

England
Coffee and
End Table

REG $1399
SALE $493

1
ONLY!

1
ONLY!1

ONLY!

1
ONLY!

Mako Queen
Bed Set

Solid Pine,
Dresser,Mirror,

Nightstand

1
ONLY!

REG $4499
SALE $1953

ASSORTED
AREA RUGS

REG $699
SALE $195.72

1
ONLY!

1
ONLY!

DOOR CRASHERS &
 IN STORE GIVEAWAYS

Appreciation
Event

CustomerStubbe’s

REG $589
SALE $183

REG $1199
SALE $335.72

REG $1199
SALE $335.72

REG $4565
SALE $1278.20

REG $1999
SALE $853

Barrel
Table 

Set of 3

REG $807
SALE $225.96

IFD 967
Console
in Red

REG $1099
SALE $307.72

Welcome to THIS WEEK IN THE 50’s 
Sponsored by Hilda’s Yard Running for 
ONE MORE WEEK Feb 26th  – March 1st 
7:30 at Theatre Tillsonburg. A Hilarious 
Norm Foster comedy set in the 50’s. 
Come Dressed in your 50’s clothing for 

a retro night out at the theatre. This week’s final flashback “ROCK & ROLL Part 2 -The Music”
Our play Hilda’s Yard, which has one more week  Thursday, Feb 26th – March 1st at Theatre 
Tillsonburg, is set in the 1950’s a time of so many changes. One of the most obvious changes was the 
birth of Rock & Roll.

    DID YOU KNOW?
  -  Bill Haley & His Comets’ “Rock Around the Clock” (1954) was a global hit and 

considered the second best-selling single of all time.  It brought Rock & Roll 
into maintstream culture. They bridged Western swing with rhythm and blues, 
paving the way for artists like Elvis Presley, Buddy Holly and Chuck Berry 
while influencing future legends Pink Floyd, The Who, The Rolling Stones and 
The Beatles. 

-  The Oldsmobile Rocket 88, the first muscle car, inspired the 1951 song “Rocket 
88” by Jackie Brenston and his Delta Cats (actually Ike Turner’s band), known as 
the first rock and roll record. 

-  Rock Around the Clock became an anthem for teenage rebellion. When it appeared in the movie Blackboard 
Jungle, adults worried that the music encouraged disrespect and disorder.

-  Songs focussing on young love, freedom, and breaking away from authority quickly became popular with 
teenagers, especially after radio host Alan Freed began playing it and promoting concerts.

-  Popular songs included Wake up Little Susie, Be Bop A Lula, Tequila, Shake Rattle and Roll, A Whole Lotta 
Shakin’ Goin’ On and Carl Perkins version of Blue Suede Shoes. 

-  Tutti Frutti (1955), Hound Dog (1956), and Johnny B. Goode (1958) were some of the biggest songs of the 
time but none were bigger than the King. 

-  Elvis revolutionized music by blending R&B with country and Gospel creating a wide appeal for his music. 
Combined with this revolutionary stage show and his charisma, Elvis rocketed to the top of the charts. 

- He had massive commercial success—149 songs on the Billboard Hot 100!
-  His, television appearances, films like Love Me Tender, and tours, solidified him as a household name. 
-  Elvis’ music also bridged the racial gap. Artists such as Chuck Berry and Little Richard found increased 

popularity as their R&B style was now familiar. 
- In this way, rock and roll helped challenge racial barriers in popular culture.
We hoped you enjoyed our flashbacks in the 50’s and will join us for more 50’s music and a hilarious Canadian 
Comedy at Hilda’s Yard this weekend at Theatre Tillsonburg www.theatretillsonburg.com/get-tickets-live/ 
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Big Brothers Big Sisters of Oxford Coun-
ty is aiming to raise $20,000 in 20 days to 
help create 20 new matches – 20 In 20 For 
20. The math is simple, if 1,000 people in 
Oxford County donate $20 each, between 
March 1 – 20, the goal will be achieved. 

The concept for the campaign comes 
from the idea of counting down to the first 
day of spring, the change of seasons and 
new equinox, resembling new beginnings 
for mentees on the Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters of Oxford County waitlist. Currently, 
BBBS Oxford has over 140 young people 
waiting for a mentor. Even though 123 one-
to-one matches were created in 2025, the 
enrollment applications for children and 
youth needing the agency’s services con-
tinues to increase. Support for this cam-
paign helps recruit and prepare more vol-
unteers, to meet the rising need with safe, 
supported matches. 

“Making mentorship safe and success-
ful takes a lot of behind-the-scenes work, 
and it’s not inexpensive,” says Executive 
Director, Kristen Ralph. “But that cost 
is never passed on to families. Our team 
screens and trains volunteers carefully, 
then supports them every step of the way 
so they’re ready to meet the unique needs 
of the young person they’re matched with 

and they never feel alone.” 
Aiming to have 1,000 people donate $20 

each equates to less than 1 per cent of the 
population in Oxford County, and is an af-
fordable gift that many can manage. This 
amount is often what people spend on cof-
fee or takeout without even thinking. 

“We’re grateful to TD for matching the 
first $5,000 donated; doubling the impact 
of every gift and helping us build early mo-
mentum,” added Ralph. “A matching gift 
is a game-changer. That strong start can 
help us meet, and hopefully, exceed our 
goal right out of the gate for young people 
in Oxford County who are waiting for a 
mentor.” 

The funds raised through this cam-
paign directly support the initiatives to re-
cruit volunteers and the process to create 
thoughtful matches through screening and 
training for mentors and mentees. BBBS 
Oxford’s professionally educated and 
trained service delivery caseworkers pro-
vide ongoing support so these relationships 
are safe, strong, and lasting. 

To learn more about the 20 in 20 for 20 
campaign, as well as volunteer mentor-
ing opportunities in Oxford County, vis-
it https://oxford.bigbrothersbigsisters.ca/
home/20-in-20-for-20/.

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Oxford aims to raise 
$20,000 during MarchHaving Hope At Home  is our spring 

show.
   Audition dates are March 2/3/7.  7:00 

- 9:30 pm at Theatre Tillsonburg 144789 
Potters Rd.  The character ages we are 
looking for:( 3 Male, 3 Female)  1M/ 1F 
in their 20-30s.   1 F in 30-50s.   1M/1F in 
50-60s, 1 M in 60-80’s. 

Character Breakdown

Carolyn Bingham (Female, 20-early 
30): The central protagonist, optimistic 
and grounded and very pregnant

Michel Charbonneau (Male, 20s–early 
30s): Carolyn’s husband and a French-Ca-
nadian dairy farmer – ability to do genu-
ine accent important. 

Russell "Gramps" Bingham (Male, 
60-80s): Carolyn’s grandfather grumpy, 
sharp but lovable character who provides 

much of the play's dry humour. 

William "Bill" Bingham (Male, 50-
60s): Carolyn’s father a "control freak" 
and a high-ranking gynecologist (Head 
of Gynecology) who is deeply skeptical 
of midwifery. 

Jane Bingham (Female, 50-60s): Car-
olyn’s mother and a medical fundraiser. 
She is polished, "tightly wound," and 
lives under to her husband’s thumb. 

Dawn Shaw (Female, 30s–50s): The 
calm, earthy, soulful, competent mid-
wife. 

Contact The Producer Mark Smith at 
mark_smith@rogers.com for more infor-
mation. We are also looking for people 
to participate backstage in any technical 
capacity. 

Theatre Tillsonburg 
audition notice

Missed an issue?
View all past issues online anytime:

www.tillsonburgpost.com

671 BROADWAY ST, TILLSONBURG, ON
(519) 688-0709

CORREY & RITA’S

OPEN DAILY FROM 7AM TO 9PM • SEE OUR FULL FLYER FOR MORE ITEMS AT LOW PRICES!

ARMSTRONG 
OR PC 
SHREDDED 
CHEESE OR 
ARMSTRONG 
CHEESE

JANES
PUB STYLE
CHICKEN,
ASSORTED
VARIETIES

ALWAYS

$10BUTCHER’S
CHOICE®

SAUSAGE

NEILSON 
CHOCOLATE 
MILK OR 
MILKSHAKES

CHICKEN
LEGS

SAVE 50%

199

STRAWBERRIES

FRESH AT LOW PRICES

RASPBERRIES
OR
BLUEBERRIES

RED OR GREEN
SEEDLESS
GRAPES

BEEFSTEAK
TOMATOES

299 YELLOW OR
RUSSET
POTATOES

399

FLYER PRICES EFFECTIVE THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH TO WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4TH, 2026

399
LB 199

LB

LB

SAVE 40%

599
ONLY

488
SAVE UP TO 44%

$1

CLUB
SIZE

CLUB
SIZE

PREPARED
IN

CANADA
PREPARED

IN
CANADA

1 LB
CLAMSHELL

6 OZ
CLAMSHELL 10 LB BAG

SAVE 42%

199
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PAUL KNOWLES

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

OH,
THE 
PLACES 
WE’LL 
GO!

Let’s be honest: you may have never heard 
of the Canadian Clay and Glass Gallery. Or, 
if you have, you probably have never visited 
the place.

Well, I am here to suggest that you recti-
fy that situation, immediately. Because there 
are a large number of special things about the 
Canadian Clay and Glass Gallery that truly 
make it worth a visit.

First, it’s unique. Located near Uptown Wa-
terloo, it is the only art gallery in the country 
that is exclusively dedicated to exhibiting and 
collecting contemporary Canadian glass, ce-
ramic, enamel and stained glass works of art.

Second, the folks at the Gallery are bril-
liant at staging exhibitions. If you are a mu-
seum-goer who is just a bit tired of crammed 
display cases and claustrophobic exhibition 
rooms, you are going to love the Clay and 
Glass. The building, which opened in 1993, 
is the very definition of spacious. More about 
this later.

Third, the exhibitions are always fresh. 
Clay and Glass PR director William 
Hlowatzki told us that the exhibitions are 
changed up, every season. Right now there 
are four exhibitions that will be on display for 
the next few months, only.

Fourth, the gift shop offers a spectacular 
array of hand-crafted glass and clay jewelry 
and other giftware, made by Canadian arti-
sans, many of them local to the southern On-
tario region.

Fifth – and this may seem too good to be 
true – admission is free. Yes, anyone can en-
joy the unique works in the Clay and Glass 
any time it is open – and it’s open six days a 
week, closed only on Mondays.

I asked William how free admission could 

be possible, since clearly this is a profession-
ally-managed institution with staff, acquisi-
tion budgets and operating costs. He pointed 
to the list of donors – private people, corpora-
tions, foundations and government bodies – 
that keep this amazing institution afloat and 
moving ahead.

According to the Canadian Clay and Glass 
Gallery’s website, the museum owes its exis-
tence to Canadian ceramic artist Ruth Gowdy 
McKinley, a founding member of “Ceramics 
Canada.” When she died in 1981, her col-
leagues in that organization began to envi-
sion an art gallery, honouring her memory, 
that would focus on works created in clay, 
glass and enamel. The plan quickly moved 
forward; ground was broken in 1989, and the 
new Gallery opened in 1993. The building 
was designed by Patricia Patkau of Patkau 
Architects of Vancouver, and was honoured 
with a Governor General’s Award for design. 
What makes that an even more significant ac-
complishment is, as William told us, the Clay 
and Glass was Patkau’s first public building. 

In parallel with the construction of the 
physical building was an endowment cam-
paign, led by the late Winifred Shantz and 
former board chair Ann Roberts, herself a 
ceramic artist of note, and a professor in the 
University of Waterloo Fine Arts Depart-
ment.

Right now, there are four exhibitions on 
display at the Clay and Glass. The most ex-
tensive is the utterly captivating “Fabled 
Clay,” featuring the work of four artists: Jan-
et MacPherson of Hamilton, Lindsay Mont-
gomery of Toronto, Amélie Proulx of Lévis, 
Québec, and Annette ten Cate, of Grey Coun-
ty. The shared focus of these wildly diverse 
works is “story-telling”. Visitors will be en-
thralled by the stories inherent in the works 
– and will also be drawn into creating their 
own stories as they contemplate ornate tea-
pots embraced by demons; a bear in bunny 
slippers; or a beer-swilling, naked “Shep-
herdess”.

Nicely displayed in a smaller gallery room 
is the exhibition, “Frogs’ Return” by Mela-
nie Barnett of Treaty 7 Territory in Medicine 
Hat, Alberta – a series of complex, whimsical 
ceramic creations involving said amphibians.

“Weathered Rock”, a multi-faceted, 
multi-media work by D’Andrea Bowie of 

Whitchurch-Highlands, Ontario, occupies 
another exhibition area. All three of these 
exhibitions will continue through mid-May. 
The fourth current exhibit is “Material Syn-
tax: 3D Printed Masonry Façade Systems”, a 
display by University of Waterloo Architec-
ture students. It closed March 27.

The latter is just one example of how the 
Gallery interacts with the community. In 
2025, the Gallery hosted 478 workshop ses-
sions, attended by 14,514 people. That is 
twice the number that attended workshops 
in 2024. Through community outreach pro-
grams, the Gallery also staged 65 workshop 
sessions through the Region of Waterloo, 
reaching 3,000 participants.

I’m writing this feature because we quickly 
realized that the Clay and Glass Gallery of-
fers a variety of day-trip options. Would-be 
visitors can investigate workshops, offered 
at a reasonable fee (see the website for de-
tails); or they can simply visit the Gallery, at 

no charge, and spend as much time as they 
would like exploring the imaginations of 
these creative artists.

And some added good news: the Gallery, 
located at 25 Caroline Street North in Water-
loo, is on the edge of Waterloo Park, a perfect 
place for strolling and picnicking (in warmer 
weather, of course), and is also a block away 
from Uptown Waterloo. If good food is part 
of your day trip agenda, high-end restaurants 
like Solé and Proof; good pubs like Beertown 
and McCabe’s Irish Pub; and many other din-
ing options are minutes away.

So, after a highly entertaining visit, I hap-
pily recommend the Canadian Clay and Glass 
Gallery as a centrepiece for an intriguing day 
out.

Paul Knowles is an author and travel writ-
er, and Past-President of the Travel Media 
Association of Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking engagements, 
email pknowles@golden.net.

Art and imagination on display at the Clay and 
Glass Gallery

"Hibernation Mode", 2025, by Annette ten Cate. ten Catt is one of four artists whose works 
form the "Fabled Clay" exhibition. The work facing the camera in the background is "Goat 
and cohort" by the same artist.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

The fantasical work, "Demon Teapot", by Lindsay Montgomery. (PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
A view of the very spacious and welcoming exhibition area. In the foreground, "Fish 
Monk", 2025, by Janet MacPherson.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
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SPORTS

Lucie Panschow is a pessimist by nature… and 
to a degree, choice.

A crucial Thames Valley Regional Athletics 
Southeast girls curling quarter-final last-rock 
draw to shot and 6-4 victory over the Woodstock 
St. Mary’s Warriors Monday, February 23 at the 
Woodstock Curling Centre might not change that 
perspective.

But it did open the door to optimism a tiny crack.
“Expect the worst and you can’t be disap-

pointed,” the Tillsonburg Gemini skip explained. 
“That’s kind of what I live by.”

Late dramatics were set up by a see-saw battle 
throughout. St. Mary’s took a single in the first, 
the Gemini counted three in the second end, with 
the Warriors answering with two. St. Mary’s stole 
one in the fourth, the Gemini countering in the 
fifth with a single point and then stealing one more 
in the sixth to take narrow 5-4 advantage into what 
would be the final end.

There admittedly was reason for pessimism 
with the Warriors lying two, owning hammer and 
the Gemini clinging to the narrowest of leads as 
Panschow entered the hack, second stone in hand.

“The last shot was scary,” she admitted. “They 
were sitting up two points - that would have won 
the game.”

Compounding Panschow’s considerations was 
the fact as skip, she’s far more used to and com-
fortable with throwing takeout weight, rather than 
finessing stones into position. In short, both she 
and coach Shelby Colldock agreed ‘draws’ are not 
her thing.

“Not my speciality,” Panschow confirmed.
However, not only did her line combined with 

her sweepers’ efforts carry the stone through high 
guards outside the top of the house, her weight 
moved it deeper into the rings than the two War-
riors in-house rocks, placing the Gemini into posi-
tion for a game-clinching steal of one.

“Lucie hates drawing anything. The fact she 
was able to do that was a testament to her not be-
ing super stubborn,” credited Colldock.

There was still cause for concern - pessimism 
even - as the Warriors final stone headed down 
ice on a takeout attempt which had the potential to 
leave them lying three. It came up just short how-
ever, giving the Gemini a steal of one and resultant 
two-point victory. Along with it, the team earned 
a berth in the 11 a.m. TVRA Southeast semi-final, 
scheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 25 at the Ingersoll 

District Curling Club. Tillsonburg’s foursome will 
face St. Thomas Parkside, with the winner advanc-
ing to the 2 p.m. final against the home-ice Inger-
soll DCI Blue Bombers.

Gemini vice Keona Cornish again faces the po-
tential for double duty, should the Gemini advance 
past TVRA Southeast finals. She finished second 

in Western Ontario Secondary Schools Athletic 
Association (WOSSAA) 61-kilogram wrestling 
championships, qualifying for Ontario Federation 
of School Athletic Associations (OFSAA) provin-
cial championships in Peterborough March 3/4 
in the process. Cornish will be joined by Sophia 
Gray, who also finished second in her weight class. 
Aurianna Narcisian added a third-place finish in 
47.5K competition and Emily Oosterveld fourth 
in the 57.5K division. Tyken De Waele was fourth 
in the boys 64-kilogram weight class, Aiden Frei 
captured fourth in 72K competition and Lucas 
Hussey was fourth in the 83-kilogram division.

Glendale finished fifth of 23 in girls team stand-
ings and 11th of 23 for the boys, 9th in combined. 

Gemini swimmers Alex Jones and Isabel Wilson 
are also OFSAA bound, Jones winning the 50-me-
tre girls 15-and-over WOSSAA breaststroke in a 
time of 35.29 seconds. Wilson took the open girls 
100 metre breaststroke in a 1:17.24 clocking. Swim 
OFSAA will be in Windsor March 3 and 4.

The Gemini boys’ hockey team was also sched-
uled to be in action, opening a best-of-three TVRA 
Southeast semi-final against Lord Dorchester, 
Tuesday, Feb. 24 at the Memorial Arena. Game 
two was set for Thursday, Feb. 26 in Dorchester 
and game three, if necessary, back in Tillsonburg’s 
Memorial Arena Monday, March 2 with a noon 
opening faceoff.

Gemini skip Lucie Panschow ‘draws up’
picture-perfect finish, two Gemini wrestlers,
two swimmers qualify for OFSAA
JEFF TRIBE

Post Correspondent

GEMINI PLAYOFF
SCOREBOARD

SENIOR BOYS BASKETBALL

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
TVRA SEMI-FINAL

ST. THOMAS ST. JOE’S 51

GEMINI 44

JUNIOR GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
TVRA QUARTER-FINAL

ST. THOMAS PARKSIDE
25, 25, 
18, 25

GEMINI 
18, 8, 25, 

18

WOSSAA SWIMMING
LONDON CANADA GAMES 

AQUATIC CENTRE
TOP 10 RESULTS

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11 

OPEN GIRLS

100 METRE BREASTSTROKE

1. ISABEL WILSON, 
GLENDALE

1:17.24

100 METRE FREE

7. WILSON, GLENDALE 1:14.77

GIRLS 15-AND-OVER

50 METRE BREASTSTROKE

1. ALEX JONES,
GLENDALE

35.29

100 METRE IM

5. JONES, GLENDALE 1:21.87

200 FREE RELAY

6. GLENDALE: LUCIE 
PANSCHOW, GABBY 
MONSERE, SHAYLIN 
MCINNES, JONES

2:23.57 (ROBIN KRAFFT PHOTO)

Friends Margaret Yakubovich, left, and Lesley Blake create gratitude trees at the Tillsonburg 
Library's Art Therapy Open Studio Group. 

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)

Gemini curlers Emily Howe (left) and Evelyn Beard (sneaking a peek) sweep a rock toward 
the house. 



February 26, 2026 11Tillsonburg Post

We have hired Shelley Klassen as Senior Accountant at 
David Simmonds CPA Professional Corporation in 
Tillsonburg. Shelley has over 20 years of experience in 
the accounting industry. Her areas of focus include 
agriculture, businesses, corporations, income tax, 
estates, bookkeeping and payroll.
Shelley comes to us after 8 years with Larry Hemeryck 
CPA of Simcoe and later Dely & Associates also of 
Simcoe. Our practice is welcoming new clients this tax 
season. Please reach out to Shelley for all your income 
tax and accounting needs. 

David Simmonds CPA Professional Corporation 
19 Ridout Street East Tillsonburg ON N4G 2C6
Tel: 519-842-4279 
Email: shelley@simmondscpa.ca 

• Agriculture, businesses, corporations
• Income tax, bookkeeping, payroll, HST
• Farm programs, estates

WE ARE PLEASED 
TO ANNOUNCE

David Simmonds, CPA

definite styles
hair salon

39 brock street w,
tillsonburg

(519) 842-6336
definite
styles

Home Star Service

(519) 777-9636
www.homestarservice.ca

Call Today for a Free Consultation!
Ask about our Referral Program!

Trusted In-Home Care for Seniors
•  Compassionate, 

Local Caregivers
• Flexible Scheduling
• Personalized Care Plans

• Seniors & Aging in Place
• Respite Care
•  Personal Support 

Services (PSW)

With the regular season of Club Oxford 
hockey completed, Fody’s has clinched 
first place in A Division and Source for 
Sports is on top in B Division.

February 15
A Division
Fody's 6, Apple Shack 1
After a quick start by both teams, Fody's 

was able to put on the pressure in the sec-
ond. They had some great outlet passes 
and solid rushes. Quick shots made it hard 
on the Apple Shack defence. Apple Shack 
couldn't get the rebounds needed to create 
chances tonight. They have to find a way 
to score if this is a first-round matchup.

Chris Sanders had two points for Fody's. 
Brandon Lawler had a goal for Apple 
Shack.

Health Hut 3, ReMax 3
Health Hut played a good game, taking 

advantage of their breakout passes. They 
also did well to keep ReMax to the out-
side with many of their chances. ReMax 
couldn't get things going in this one. They 
looked to gain momentum after the Health 
Hut goal, but couldn't get pressure at the 
end of the period.

Dave VanWyk had two goals for Health 

Hut. Goalie Greg Buchner was credited 
with a goal for ReMax.

B Division
Royal LePage 7, RND 5
Royal LePage has found their scoring 

but may need to tighten up defensively 
when the playoffs start. A solid game with 
many chances and a win for the playoff 
push. RND did very well to match Royal 
LePage all night. They got scoring from 
different guys which helped make it a clos-
er game until the end.

Mitch Ryksen had three points for Roy-
al LePage. Owen Koot had four points for 
RND.

Source 5, Airmount 2
After a couple weeks off, Source came 

back refreshed and had their legs moving 
tonight. They were able to get some rushes 
and pressure down low to keep Airmount 
on their heels.

Nate Bisschop had four points for 
Source. Josh Stubbs had a goal for Air-
mount.

Glass 3, B-Line 3
Glass has been finding ways to get 

points. They worked hard in the B-Line 
zone and were rewarded for their posi-
tioning. B-Line has been finding different 

guys to score lately and it is helping them 
stay in games and having a chance to win.

Devon McDonald had three points for 
Glass. Tyler Sergeant had two goals for 
B-Line.

Prouse Mortgages 5, Carquest 2
Prouse Mortgages played a hard af-

ter a couple tough games. A good effort 
to shutdown Carquest in the second and 
secure their top four seeding. Carquest 
was in this one and fought hard to keep it 
even. They couldn't get through the tough 
Prouse Mortgages defense in the second 
and it showed on the scoreboard.

February 18
A Division
Fody's 6, Health Hut 3
Fody's found some scoring from the rest 

of the lineup tonight. They had pressure 
all night and had a lot of chances in close. 
Health Hut got off to a slow start. They did 
have some nice rush chances, but couldn't 
keep pace with Fody's tonight.

Brendan Soares had four points for Re-

Max. Jesse Dunn had two points for Apple 
Shack. 

ReMax 6, Apple Shack 3
ReMax took a little bit to get going, but 

they had both lines going and they were 
making quick passes and shots all night. 
Apple Shack had a bit of life in the sec-
ond and had some close chances that could 
have made this game closer. 

Christian Clifford had four points for 
Fody's. Kyle Smith had two points for 
Health Hut.

B Division
Source 3, Prouse Mortgages 3
Source was ready for this game and 

came out strong. They kept Prouse Mort-
gages on their toes in the first, but couldn't 
hold them off in the second. Prouse Mort-
gages had a good pep talk at the break and 
worked hard in the second to earn the tie 
with the number one Source team.

Brent Beekman had three assists for 
Source. Jeff Prouse had two points for 
Prouse Mortgages.

Playoffs starting in Club Oxford hockey this week
JEFF GWYN

Post Contributor

CLUB OXFORD A DIVISION GP W L T PTS

FODY’S AUTOMOTIVE 27 17 8 2 36

REMAX REALTY 27 14 7 6 34

THE HEALTH HUT 27 8 13 6 22

THE APPLE SHACK 27 6 17 4 16

CLUB OXFORD B DIVISION GP W L T PTS

SOURCE FOR SPORTS 27 21 4 2 44

JEFF PROUSE MORTGAGES 27 11 7 9 31

ROYAL LEPAGE REALTY 27 12 9 6 30

TILLSONBURG GLASS 27 10 8 9 29

CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 27 10 10 7 27

B-LINE TRUCKING 27 8 13 6 22

AIRMOUNT FARMS 27 7 17 3 17

RND CONSTRUCTION 27 5 16 6 16
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Tillsonburg Mayor Deb Gilvesy, assisted by Coun. Chris 
Parker, presented the team with Tillsonburg swag to wear at 
the Brier. 

“Moments like this remind us how deeply curling is woven 
into our community,” she said. “To see a curler who was devel-
oped by this club go on to the provincial and national stage is 
astonishing.”

Greetings were read from MP Arpan Khanna, and MPP Er-
nie Hardeman also presented a congratulatory scroll.

Jennifer Cuddy, who coached King from the time he was 13 
until recently, provided some background on the team mem-
bers. When she realized the players were headed, it was agreed 
the team needed someone who had played at a high level. Mor-
gan Lavell, who been to the Olympic trials and played in the 
Scotties Tournament of Hearts (women’s nationals), stepped in. 

Cuddy recalled when she started coaching King at the age 
of 13.

“He slid like he’d been sliding all his life,” she recounted.
Pietrangelo, who is from Niagara Falls, won a bronze medal 

in mixed doubles at the World University Games. A London 
native, Henry competed in the mixed doubles at the U21 na-
tionals. Niepage calls the Coldwater Curling Club home and 
skipped the Guelph Gryphons to the nationals. He and King 
swapped positions from vice to skip.

“Dylan hadn’t swept a rock more than six feet,” Cuddy said 
of the switch. 

Alternate Spencer Dunlop will accompany the team.
Speaking of King, she gave him credit for juggling his stud-

ies to become a physiotherapist, practicing, and being a board 
member at Tillsonburg Curling Club. 

With the Olympics men’s gold medal game playing in the 
background at the club, Cuddy predicted, “You will see these 
boys for a long time to come, and the Olympics is not out of the 
question.”

The event also provided an opportunity for the curling club 
to present funds raised through local initiatives to the nation-
al-bound curlers. This included $1,920 raised from the sale of 
hats and hoodies created by Tillsonburg member Rob Jordan, 
$615 raised at an event at Montana’s in Woodstock, $900 do-
nated from Thursday night men’s league, and $1,000 from the 
senior men’s league. Tillsonburg Canadian Tire will also do-
nate $1 to the team from every jug of windshield washer fluid 
sold until Feb. 28.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
In his remarks, Jayden King gave credit to the support from the Tillsonburg Curling Club for his trip to the Montana’s Brier, 
and requested a photo of all who supported him at his send-off event Saturday at the club.

Your local, full-service
heating, ventilation, and

air conditioning technicians
Servicing residential communities and

industrial businesses in the Tillsonburg,
Delhi, Aylmer, Ingersoll, and 

surrounding areas.

Established 1961 • Locally Owned

oldridge@execulink.com
www.oldridgeheatingcooling.ca

519-688-2947

Tillsonburg Curling Club hosts event for Team King
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
Tillsonburg Coun. Chris Parker presented Jayden King and 
his team members with town swag bags, while Mayor Deb 
Gilvesy congratulated the team on winning the men’s pro-
vincials and heading to the nationals. 

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
Tillsonburg Curling Club president Diane Kleer presented 
Team King with the banner for winning the Ontario Men’s Tan-
kard Provincial Championship. Left to right are: Victor Pietran-
gelo, Owen Henry, Dylan Niepage, Jayden King, and Kleer.
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(STUART BLOWER PHOTOS)

MINOR SPORTS SCRAPBOOK

Tillsonburg Twisters U12A’s Joely Bradford keeps control of the ring with two Mitchell play-
ers on her heels while Sophia Armstrong stands by to assist or take a pass in  ringette action. 

Tillsonburg Twisters U12 B goalie Andrew Scott makes the save with defender Kennedy 
Vermeersch. right, ready to clear the ring in a recent game against Mitchell.

Austin Jefferies, left, and Sam Stuyt vie for control of the puck in a U7 game.

Tillsonburg Lightning SpaMache goaltender Maria Bisante saves a shot from a Woodstock 
Wildcats forward while defender Carlie Arnott is ready to clear a loose puck. 

A red Tillsonburg Tim Hortons player fights for the puck while surrounded by a sea of black 
Tim Hortons players during a recent game.Tillsonburg Fun 3 Balcomb defenders chase a Dorchester forward in a recent game.
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400 Simcoe St, Tillsonburg • 519-842-9031
Open Daily: 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

• Grocery
• Bakery
• Floral

• Fresh Seafood 
Counter

• Meat Department
• Salad Bar

• Hot Deli
• Mealtime and 

Sandwich Program
• PC Express
• Pharmacy

• Garden Centre 
(seasonal)

55 Broadway St. Tillsonburg

Friday night hockey in Petrolia - the 
Thunder remember many such a battle 
and this game was no exception.  And as 
predicted, the Squire fans added to the 
chaos.  

The writer is very happy that the Thun-
der and Petrolia fans simply yelled at 
each other...and nothing farther.  I have 
always said that a game in Petrolia is not 
a game...it is an adventure.

The Squires opened with two goals in 
the first period to put Tillsonburg in a 
hole. Andrew Oosterveld dealt a mon-
strous open ice hit and was penalized as a 
charge but it was certainly a questionable 
call.  This referee must not have called a 
Thunder/Squire game before as these hits 
are common.  Oosterveld from Hunter 
Monkhouse and Sebastian Guastadigseg-

ni cut the lead in half in the second.
Hunter Monkhouse from Luke Sin-

clair and Danny Attridge evened it up 
at 9:49 of the third on the power play.  It 
looked like overtime was looming but the 
Squires sniped one past Thunder tender 
Ben Blacker with only 5:30 left in the 
game.

The Thunder are eliminated from the 
AA playoffs but the players want to deliv-
er more hockey to the fans and will play 
in the Consolation A playoff versus Erin.  
The Thunder are a mostly new bunch of 
guys and they enjoy playing together and 
for our numerous fans.

Game 1 has been confirmed in Tillson-
burg for this Saturday, Feb. 28 with a 7:30 
p.m. puck drop.  Erin took both games 
from the Thunder in the regular season in 
two hard fought battles.  The Thunder are 
counting on the fans to help motivate the 
team to the A Championship.

Thunder head to A 
championships after 
tough Petrolia series
MICHAEL HOLLY

Post Contributor

tillsonburgpost.com
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A planned 10km/h speed reduction for 
a section of Highway 59 north of Norwich 
doesn’t go far enough, according to Nor-
wich councillors and at least one local 
resident.

Council approved a motion at the Feb. 
10 meeting to request a further speed re-
duction for the stretch of road, asking Ox-
ford County to consider putting a 60 km/h 
limit for Highway 59 around the Quaker 
Street intersection. A presentation from 
county officials at a previous council 
meeting outlined plans to place a 70 km/h 
limit for the section of highway.

However, that reduction was not enough 
for Betty Kerr, a local resident who spoke 
at the Feb. 10 meeting. 

“Although a step in the right direction, 
this is not enough to really deter speed-
sters,” she said.

She described a recent incident where 
she had to run to get out of the way of an 
oncoming vehicle heading north while she 
was returning from the nearby mail box.

She said they’ve also had trees damaged 
from motorists whose vehicles ended 
up on their property after losing control 
while navigating the bend in the road. 
Other near misses have occurred with her 

and neighbours as they risk being rear 
ended whenever they slow down to pull 
into their driveways.

“What we are proposing is not an ex-
treme solution, but a simple one,” Kerr 
said.

Councillors supported a lower speed 
limit for the area, approving a motion 
from Coun. Shawn Gear to request a fur-
ther reduction for the area.

Though he said he fully supported 
Kerr’s request, Gear said speed limits are 
only a small part of the story.

“We have a shortage of police,” he said. 
“We can put whatever number we want on 
the sign but unless we have enforcement 
on it, essentially we’re throwing money in 
the wind sometimes.”

Kerr acknowledged other ways to re-
duce speeding, such as roundabouts or 
traffic calming measures, but said the 
lower speed limit is a quick and afford-
able option.

Coun. Lynne DePlancke, who lives near 
Kerr, agreed with her assessment of the 
road and encouraged her to attend an Ox-
ford County meeting on Feb. 25 where 
planned road safety improvements will be 
discussed. DePlancke also offered to at-
tend alongside Kerr to lend her support.

“We’ll do anything to make this stop. 
It’s getting ridiculous,” Kerr said.

Norwich requests further 
speed reduction on Hwy 59
LUKE EDWARDS

Post Contributor

A Tillsonburg non-profit will be offer-
ing enhanced foot care services in Nor-
wich.

Councillors agreed to a plan to have 
Stonebridge Community Services set up 
shop in the township’s medical clinic on 
Friday mornings for a four-month trial 
period. Stonebridge has been providing 
foot care to clients in Norwich on a visit-
ing basis, and the non-profit says having 
a space at the clinic will allow them to 
see more people.

A similar plan was previously dis-
cussed, but never got off the ground. 
However, an increase in demand has led 
Stonebridge and township staff to revisit 
the plan.

“They reached out to me about a month 
ago and said ‘you know what, our de-
mand has exploded in the Norwich area. 
Our footcare aide is struggling to actu-

ally get to all of the homes without peo-
ple having a significant waitlist,’” said 
AJ Wells, manager of medical services.

Wells said they have existing space at 
the medical clinic on Friday mornings, 
which fits well with Stonebridge. The 
plan is to offer services from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Fridays. By having the specialist 
in a clinic, it’ll cut down on travel time 
and allow them to see more clients.

Stonebridge offers basic foot health 
care, which Wells said is especially im-
portant for older residents.

“As people age it becomes more and 
more difficult for people to take care of 
their feet,” he said, adding these ser-
vices can help people age in place.

“Proper foot care for seniors is ex-
tremely important.”

The plan is to offer the trial free of 
charge to Stonebridge, and Wells said 
they’ll discuss a rental fee for the space 
should the trial prove successful enough 
to move to a permanent system. 

Stonebridge gets a foot 
in the door of Norwich 
Medical Clinic
LUKE EDWARDS

Post Contributor

A new policy will help determine 
which gravel roads in Norwich will get 
converted to tar and chip, and the meth-
od for doing so. 

Last year the township created a small 
working group to look at the gravel con-
version program. At the time the town-
ship was dealing with a project on Cur-
ries Road where an inappropriate base 
caused problems after the road was re-
surfaced and staff testing suggested the 
same could happen on Firehall Road and 
Beaconsfield Road.

The group met regularly and staff pre-
sented a report outlining some recom-
mendations based on those meetings at 
the Feb. 10 council meeting.

CAO Matt Smith described the pro-
posed policy as having two sections: a 
road selection mechanism and construc-

tion method. Road selection would be 
based on a scoring system that takes a 
variety of factors - including, among 
others, overall and large vehicle volume, 
road readiness and connectivity - into 
account.

The policy also described two meth-
ods for hard surfacing: a full base re-
construction and a partial base repair. 
Which method used would be the result 
of base testing to ensure a proper 16-
inch base layer exists.

After a lengthy discussion by council-
lors, an amendment from Coun. Adrian 
Couwenberg added a third method when 
testing reveals a base level between 12 
and 16 inches. In that case the township 
could choose to top up the base level to 
reach the 16-inch threshold instead of 
digging everything out and relaying the 
base.

The amended policy will come back to 
council at a future meeting.

Norwich approves new gravel 
road conversion policy
LUKE EDWARDS

Post Contributor

Treacherous weather conditions were 
a main contributing factor that drove an 
increase in calls for Norwich firefighters 
last year.

Year-end totals found the township’s 
Fire and Emergency Services responded 
to 292 calls in 2025, up from 264 in 2024. 
They responded to fewer than 220 calls in 
each of 2022 and 2023. 

“All in all, it was a busy year, you’ll see 
that the call volume was up. That’s large-
ly due to weather related and medical,” 
said Derek Van Pagee, director of fire and 
emergency services.

Motor vehicle collisions made up 29 per 
cent of the calls in 2025, Van Pagee’s re-
port said, up from 24 per cent in 2024. One 
in four calls were classified as medical, 35 
per cent were fire calls, and the remaining 
11 per cent were classified as other.

Station 2 saw a record breaking 125 
medical calls, something Van Pagee said 
they’ll monitor but has seemed to calm 
down more recently.

By total hours, 2025 also saw an increase 
from the previous year with crews logging 
2,476 hours last year compared to 2,285 in 
2024. However, it’s down from the four-
year average of 2,755, owing mostly to an 
outlier year in 2023 where crews logged 
4,001 hours.

Busy year for Norwich Fire 
and Emergency Services
LUKE EDWARDS

Post Contributor

TOWNSHIP OF NORWICH  NEWS

Tillsonburg Post is available for free in print and online:
www.tillsonburgpost.com
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• Live Entertainment • Karaoke • NTN Trivia
• Fundraisers • Birthdays • Anniversaries

• Meetings • & More

Fresh made foods, in house smoked meats and 
lot of love, just like Mom used to make.

79 Broadway St, Tillsonburg
519-842-6227

In an era of algorithms and endless scrolling, 
Ingersoll’s Jordan Mclelland is still flipping re-
cords by hand. The founder of Ingersoll-based 
record label Faster And Louder Records didn’t 
launch his label in a boardroom. He built it 
from radio waves, friendships and a forever 
love of punk rock. The kind of music that de-
serves to be pressed into wax and played loud 
on your turntable.

Mclelland spent 16 years behind the mic 
hosting his own radio show on 94.9 FM at Ra-
dio Western in London eventually signing off 
for the final time in December 2023. His show 
became a hub for underground punk, metal and 
hardcore and a welcoming spot on the airwaves 

where touring bands felt at home and local art-
ists got the spotlight they deserved.

It was there that the idea for Faster And 
Louder Records started.

"I brought the Follow Ups from Moncton, 
New Brunswick for a show and I had a radio 
show on Radio Western that Dave Rocket was 
doing a live-to-air for. He covered a Follow Ups 
song to promote the upcoming show,” Mclel-
land explained. “Then COVID happened and 
Dave recorded a set for my radio show as did 
the Follow Ups. We had these great recordings 
and threw caution to the wind and I had a label"

The Follow Ups split 7-inch vinyl with Dave 
Rocket And The Jobbers was the first release 
on the record label. It was released in 2021 and 
is now an out-of-print, sold-out record. 

When live music shut down, Jordan leaned 
in. Those raw and urgent recordings became 
the foundation of something bigger. What 
started as a passion project quickly evolved 
into a full-fledged independent label and mail 
order service specializing in limited edition vi-
nyl and CDs. For Jordan, vinyl is not nostalgia 
but more so a necessity.

"I have been a vinyl guy since I was a kid,” 
Mclelland says with a smile. “The warmth and 
feel of vinyl is special to me. It is more real."

That philosophy runs through Faster And 

Louder’s catalogue. The label champions all 
forms of punk rock. From the fast to the melod-
ic, the gritty and political, and even more so the 
kind with a local history. 

London’s music scene plays a key role in that 
story. Supply and Demand, which is owned by 
Nick Baird of Springfield, has become a trust-
ed venue partner. Meanwhile community ties 
stretch even closer to home with bands like 
The Hillbilly Bugger Boys and The McBains 
having a Tillsonburg connection. In fact, Mc-
lelland’s history with The McBains goes back 
decades.

"I actually used to see The McBains in 1998 
and 1999. I worked with their original guitarist 
Brandon in Embro and at TDS with Doug,” Mc-
lelland recalls. “When I heard they reunited, I 
booked them right away in London opening for 
Detroit’s Randy Bastards. I instantly loved the 
songs and had to put out a record and help them 
get shows and tours"

For Mclelland , it is never just about releas-
ing records. It is about building community and 
getting bands on stage, connecting scenes and 
creating momentum. That momentum is only 
growing in 2026.

"Plans for this year are second albums by 
Montreal’s Fast Food Fairies, London’s Hel-
laphant, Tillsonburg’s The McBains and a CD 

Sampler,” Mclelland lists. “A second album by 
Port Hope Bird Punks AVEM.” 

Five years in, Faster And Louder Records 
is not slowing down. Upcoming concerts with 
bands on the label reflect that DIY drive and in-
ternational reach. On March 13, The McBains 
are playing with London’s Tuned Out and 
Moondreams 93 at The Copper Mug, and re-
turning Aug. 7-9th weekend to perform at Bud-
dies Fest 2 at The Mill in Tillsonburg.  On May 
2, the label is bringing Crystal Beach legends 
The Jasons to Supply and Demand in London 
with The McBains and The Hillbilly Bugger 
Boys to celebrate the fifth anniversary of the 
label followed by a May 20 show with Krang 
And Antiectual from The Netherlands at The 
Copper Mug.

From campus radio to international touring 
acts, Faster And Louder Records has become 
a bridge connecting small-town Ontario to a 
global punk network. At its core, the mission 
is to release records that matter, support the 
bands who make them and keep the spirit of 
independent music alive.

In a digital world that moves fast, Jordan Mc-
Lelland is still choosing loud. To keep up with 
label news and releases you can follow them 
online at https://fasterandlouder.bandcamp.
com

FEB. 27 - SHAYLYN KICKIN' IT COUNTRY
The Copper Mug
No Cover  - 8 p.m.

FEB. 28 - IAN BW, THE LEXINGTON CURE & THE 
Filthy Radicals
The Copper Mug
$20 – 8 p.m.

MARCH 1 - SOCK HOP AND HILDA'S YARD 
CELEBRATION

The Copper Mug
5 p.m.

MARCH 4 - GLENDALE'S ROBOTICS 
FUNDRAISER
The Copper Mug: $10 Kids 10 and under / $20 - 4:30 
p.m.

MARCH 6 - COTY ROBINSON
The Copper Mug: No Cover - 8:30 p.m.

MARCH 7 - SUGAR KINGS
The Copper Mug: No Cover -  8 p.m.

MARCH 14 - THE DEEPER CUTS AND ACE OF 
SWORDS
Paddy's Underground: $10 – 8 p.m. - All Ages/Licensed

MARCH 20 - DANIEL ROMANO'S OUTFIT AND 
CARSON MCHONE
Paddy's Underground
$25 – 8 p.m. - All Ages/Licensed 

MARCH 21 - TEXAS KING W/ TEAN DREAM
Paddy's Underground
$50 – 8 p.m. - All Ages/Licensed

UPCOMING SHOWS

BEN ANDRESS

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

MUSIC
CORNER

Nested within The Bridges property, The Bridges 
Estates will be comprised of Exclusive Premier detached 
homes on a variety of lots and sizes as well as Executive 
Freehold Town Homes.

The Bridges Estates represents an opportunity to have 
your Exclusive New Home built using “Craft” style 
designs representing a timeless brand of stunning 
homes.

Our Design Team will work with you to achieve your 
goal of creating a truly defining Home.

Please contact our Sales Team for further information 
or to make an appointment for Your Future at

The Bridges Estates.
519.842.4251 | thebridgesestates.ca

The Bridges of Tillsonburg Golf Course and
Tillsonburg Developments Inc. present

“The Bridges Estates”
The Best Place to Live

OUR MODEL HOMES ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR VIEWING!
LOCATIONS: 15 Greenhill Drive,
18 Greenhill Drive, Tillsonburg.
We have a staged townhome as well as
a bungalow. Come by and see our floor plans!

TDI New Homes Presents

Attention South-Western Ontario 
business owners, 

EnviroHaul Ltd. is now offering 
weekly curbside recycling pick-up! 

Call today to arrange pick-up 
before It starts to pile up!

 
Pick·up available weekly. 

519-544-4285
nick.blodgett@envirohaul.ca

www.envirohaul.ca

Faster And Louder Records hits five years

STARTS
MARCH 2ND!

400 Simcoe St., 
Tillsonburg

20 John Pound Road 
Tillsonburg

Live Music • Comedy • Pub
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REBA
Nominate your pet to be Pet of the Week by emailing info@tillsonburgpost.com

PET OF THE WEEK
SPONSORED BY:

107 E Concession St. E.,
Tillsonburg, ON

N4G 4W4
519-688-2672

HOURS:
Sun: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mon - Fri: 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sat: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Your
Family
Pet Centre

RIDDLES

SUDOKU

Solutions on Page 22

WORD SEARCH
FEBRUARY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS

BAD BUNNY

NANCY GUTHRIE

GORDIE HOWE 
BRIDGE

TUMBLER RIDGE

WINTER OLYMPICS

LINDSEY VONN 
CRASH

CURLING 
CONTROVERSY

MIKAEL KINGSBURY

MEGAN OLDHAM

WOMENS SPEED 
SKATING

STEVEN DUBOIS

MENS CURLING

USA HOCKEY GOLDS

EL MENCHO

PUERTO VALLARTA

Current Events Word Search
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H  L  W  S  M  L  M  E  U  O  V  S  Z  B  I  H  D  K  J  I

S  P  U  E  R  T  O  V  A  L  L  A  R  T  A  E  W  S  F  D

X  G  M  C  S  M  E  N  S  C  U  R  L  I  N  G  Z  D  Y  G

H  Q  F  H  E  M  D  Q  R  L  A  E  R  O  W  O  F  V  B  E

N  C  U  R  L  I  N  G  C  O  N  T  R  O  V  E  R  S  Y  R

Words to Find:
SeattleSeahawks
BadBunny
NancyGuthrie
GordieHoweBridge
TumblerRidge
WinterOlympics
LindseyVonn crash
Curlingcontroversy
MikaelKingsbury
MeganOldham
WomensSpeed Skating
StevenDubois
MensCurling
USAhockeygolds
ElMencho
PuertoVallarta

I can cry without eyes and fly without 
wings. What am I?
A cloud.

I'm tall when I'm new and short when 
I'm old. What am I?
A candle.

You can hold me in your hand and I 
can speak without saying anything. 
What am I?
A pencil.

I have keys but no locks. What am I?
A piano.

I am full of holes but I can hold water. 
What am I?
A sponge.

SPONSORED BY

519-842-4234
82 Bridge St. E, Tillsonburg
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MARCH

WEDNESDAYS | NOON - 12:30 PM
TILLSONBURG CHRISTIAN 
MINISTERIAL INVITES YOU 
TO OUR WEEKLY LENTEN 
SERVICES
• �MARCH 4 - Church of the Living Water 

-Speaker - Rayburn Lansdale
• �MARCH 11 - First Baptist Church - 

Speaker - Denise Walker
• �MARCH 18 - St. Mary's Catholic Church 

- Speaker - Tom Stradwick
• �MARCH 25 - St. Paul's United Church - 

Speaker - Ryan Hutchins

MARCH 7 | 10 AM - 12 PM
"BAGS OF FUN" AT MESSY 
CHURCH
St.Paul's United Church, 88 Bidwell 
St.Tillsonburg
Crafts, food, music, stories and a surprise 
or two. Children must be accompanied by 
an adult.

MARCH 7 | 1 - 4:30 PM
LIVE BAND KICKN KOUNTRY
16 Durham St, Tillsonburg, ON
Cash bar. $8 admission at the door. Jumbo 
hotdogs available for $5 from noon to 2pm. 
For more information call 519-842-5281. 
All Welcome!!

MARCH 9 | 1 PM - 4 PM
DELHI & DISTRICT 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
MEETING
Delhi Senior Friendship Centre, 418 
Queen St., Delhi, ON
Guest Speaker - Trent Myers, a Forest 
Arborist specializing in the planting & 
maintance of trees. Will be very interesting.  
All welcome to join us. (Enter at rear 
parking lot  off William Street.)

MARCH 11 | NOON - 1 PM
TILLSONBURG LEGION LUNCH
16 Durham St, Tillsonburg, ON
$15 (cash) per person includes homemade 
chili and cornbread, coleslaw, dessert, 
coffee and tea. Music band Four T Strings 
playing. All Welcome!

MARCH 13 | 1 PM - 4 PM
KEN LIGHTHEART AND THE 
NORTHSHORE RAMBLERS 
DANCE
16 Durham St, Tillsonburg, ON
$7 admission at door. Cash only. Bar open. 
All Welcome!

MARCH 21 | 9:30 AM - 4 PM
OXFORD PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
OXPEX & OTEX 2026 STAMP 
SHOW
St. Mary's Catholic High School, 431 
Juliana Drive, Woodstock, ON
Free admission and parking. Framed and 
Judged exhibits, Stamp dealers, youth gift 
bags, Sales Circuit, draw prizes. Contact: 
dhfe@silomail.com. Web: http://www.rpsc.
org/chapters/oxford

MARCH 22 | NOON
KIDS EASTER BINGO
16 Durham St, Tillsonburg, ON
Free event sponsored by the Tillsonburg 
Legion. Doors open at noon and games start 
at 1:00 pm. Bingo prizes and door prizes. 
Ages 5-14 and must be accompanied by an 
adult. For more information call 519-842-
5281.

MARCH 24 | 7 PM

LIFE WORTH LIVING
Woodstock Polish Hall, 878 Dufferin 
Street, Woodstock
The one-hour film was produced by 
Woodstock native, Alex Schadenberg, 
Executive Director of Euthanasia 
Prevention Coalition and will be followed 
by a Q & A session with Alex. Admission 
is free. For more information, please email 
info@oxfordcountyrighttolife.com

MARCH 28 | 2 PM
THE EDISON, VIENNA & 
AREA MUSEUM IS PROUD 
TO INTRODUCE JENNIFER 
GRAINGER
6209 Plank Rd., Vienna ON
Join us as Jennifer shares the enchanting 
tale of Elgin's crossroad hamlets, lakeports, 
and rail depots. Jennifer is a passionate 
heritage activist and book cataloguer, 
with a keen interest in archives, ghost 
towns, vintage books, poodles, vegetarian 
cooking, and nurturing trailing houseplants. 
bayhamhistoricalsociety@hotmail.com.

APRIL

APRIL 11 | 6:30 PM - MIDNIGHT
IN THE MOOD WITH BIG 
BANDEMIC
South Gate Centre, 191 Old 
Wellington St S, Woodstock, ON
Big Bandemic will have you toe-tapping 
and dancing, maybe evening singing along 
at South Gate Centre's In the Mood concert. 
Come see this 17 piece big band, with a 
an additional 10 piece strings section and 
2 terrific crooners! BUY TICKETS at the 
Front Desk in advance or online at www.
southgatectr.com/events

APRIL 17 | 8 PM
MUDMEN AT THE 
TILLSONBURG LEGION
16 Durham St, Tillsonburg, ON
Advance tickets $30 at the Legion or http://
www.ticketscene.ca. This is and 19 plus 
event. For more information call 519-842-
5281.

APRIL 25 | 9 AM - 1 PM
TILLSONBURG CATHOLIC 
WOMEN'S LEAGUE SPRING 
RUMMAGE SALE
St. Mary's Church, Tillsonburg, ON
Please come join us at our spring rummage 
sale.
Clothing and footwear for the family.  
Housewares, glassware, bedding, home 
decor, toys and trinkets, jewelry, books and 
much more. Everyone is welcome. Fully 
Accessible. Admission is free. 
Please bring a bag (or two) to carry home 
your treasures.

ONGOING CLASSES, CLUBS & 
ORGANIZATIONS

OXFORD COUNTY DIABETES 
EDUCATION PROGRAM
Appointments are available at 
Alexandra Hospital Ingersoll and 
Tillsonburg District Memorial 
Hospital and by phone
Are you looking for support with your 
Diabetes? Our Team of Registered Nurses, 
Registered Dietitians and a Social Worker is 
here to support YOUR goals. We can help 
with medication adjustments, lifestyle and 
diet changes, stress management, weight 
reduction strategies and more. SELF 
REFERRALS ARE WELCOME. Please 
call 519-485-9611 to book an appointment. 

Let’s work together!

MONDAYS | 9 - 11:30 AM
OTTER VALLEY TAI CHI
St. John’s Anglican Church, 46 Ridout 
St. W., Tillsonburg
New Monday morning classes have begun. 
Spots still available: 9:00 – 10:30 am 
Introduction, 10:30 – 11:30 am Foundations. 
Enjoy gentle exercise with others as 
you work to improve flexibility, balance 
and stamina. Call 519-688-9779, email 
ottervalley@canadiantaichiacademy.org, 
visit canadiantaichiacademy.org. 

MONDAYS | 7 - 9 PM
MODERN SQUARE DANCING IS 
FOR YOU!
Thames Valley Dance Club
Looking for something to do in the evening 
or something new to try? Modern square 
dancing is a great way to learn something 
new, have fun, meet new friends, relieve 
stress, and get some exercise! All you need 
is comfortable shoes and casual clothing. 
No experience or partner is required and 
anyone over the age of 12 is welcome 
(children from 12-15 with an adult, please). 
The 2025-2026 season has started at the 
Ingersoll Pipe Band Hall, 108 Wonham 
St. S. Ingersoll.  The first night is free, and 
after that the cost is $7.50 per person each 
Monday, paid monthly at the start of the 
month. For more information, contact Julie 
at 519-535-3314.  

2ND TUES. OF MONTH (SEPT. TO MAY) 
| 2 - 4 PM
4TH TUES. OF MONTH (SEPT. TO MAY) 
| 7 - 9 PM
OXFORD PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Church of the Epiphany, 560 Dundas 
Street, Woodstock Ontario N4S 1C7
If you have never belonged to a stamp club, 
now's the time. Meet new friends, grow your 
knowledge and collection. Contact: Don 
Eaton dhfe@silomail.com. Website: http://
www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS | 7 - 9 PM
SATURDAYS | 10 AM - 12 PM
LEARN BRAZILIAN JIU-JITSU 
(BJJ)
North Broadway Baptist Church
Thanks to donor support, we’ve been 
able to purchase mats and uniforms, and 
our instructors generously volunteer their 
time. This isn’t a business—any donations 
go straight back into the program to help 
buy more uniforms, mats, and equipment. 
If it’s within your means, a $20 monthly 
donation helps support the program, but if 
not, classes are completely free. Classes 
are open to anyone 14 and older. If you’d 
like to try a class, please arrive about 15 
minutes early to sign waivers and get fitted 
for a uniform. Information can be found 
at: https://www.northbroadwaychurch.
ca/nbmfa, https://www.facebook.com/
northbroadwaymfa, https://www.instagram.
com/northbroadwaymfa/ Inquires can be 
made at: nbmfa@northbroadwaychurch.ca

EVERY OTHER FRIDAY | 1 - 4 PM
IN 2026 IT’S YOUR FIX! 
INGERSOLL COUNTRY MUSIC 
JAMBOREE
Masonic Hall, 190 Thames St. S., 
Ingersoll
Join us, walk ins welcome. Qualifications - 
love 50-70's country music. Perform, listen, 
dance & enjoy! February 13 & 27, March 6 
& 20, April 10 & 17, May 1, 15 & 29, June 
5 & 19.

FRIDAYS | 1 PM
INTERESTED IN BRIDGE?
JOIN US AT THE TILLSONBURG 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
Tillsonburg Senior Centre - 45 Hardy 
Ave, Tillsonburg
Don’t have a partner? Come anyway and 
we will match you up with someone.  For 
more information, visit their Facebook 
page: TburgBridge.

1ST AND 3RD TUES. OF MONTH
TILLSONBURG LIONS
The Tillsonburg Lions meet on the 1st 
and 3rd Tuesdays. You are invited to their 
dinner meetings in the Lion's Den at the 
Community Centre. If you are interested in 
giving back to your Community contact Jim 
at 519 409 0876 for more information.....all 
are welcome.

1ST WED. OF MONTH | 7 PM
WAGNER MEMORIAL 
TEETERVILLE LEGION BRANCH 
526 - MEMBERS GENERAL 
MEETING
The Wagner Memorial Teeterville 
Legion Branch 526 - 3890 Teeterville 
Road, Teeterville, ON
Not a member? Contact us to join. For 
More Information Call, the Legion 519-
443-5588. www.teetervillelegionbranch526.
ca

WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
VOLUNTEER TO HELP AT 
ONE OF OUR EVENTS? WE 
WELCOME YOU!
The Wagner Memorial, Teeterville 
Legion Branch 526 - 3890 Teeterville 
Road, Teeterville, ON
You do not need to be a member to 
Volunteer, Just contact the legion and leave 
your name and number and purpose of 
your call. Someone will get back to you as 
to where you might be needed. Students 
and Adults welcome. Open hours. Wed.-
Fri. 3 pm-10 pm, Sat.1 pm-10 pm, 
Sun.1 pm-6 pm. For More Information 
call, the Legion at 519-443-5588 or 
teetervillelegionbranch526.ca

VON OXFORD GRIEF CARE:
FREE MONTHLY GRIEF 
SUPPORT GROUP
Register at: oxford.griefsupport@von.ca 
or 519-539-1231 Ext 6299 or 6296

TILLSONBURG
WHEN: 2nd Tuesday of every month
WHERE: VON Oxford Office 24 Brock St. 
W., Tillsonburg
TIME: 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.

INGERSOLL
WHEN: 4th Tuesday of every month
WHERE: Ingersoll Public Library 130 
Oxford St., Ingersoll
TIME: 10:30 a.m. –12 Noon

WOODSTOCK
WHEN: 3rd Saturday of every month
WHERE: Sakura House Hospice 715180 
Oxford Rd.4, Woodstock
TIME: 10:30 a.m. –12 Noon

TILLSONBURG SENIOR CENTRE 
WEEKLY PROGRAMS FOR 50+
Games such as euchre, cribbage, 
whomp'em, bingo, and more played weekly. 
Fitness classes include drum fit and line 
dancing weekly. We run over 35 programs 
weekly! Call 688-2520 for details

COMING EVENTS
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Tillsonburg Post is available for free in print
and online: tillsonburgpost.com

We want to hear from
our community!

info@tillsonburgpost.com

QUIZ
ANSWERS SUDOKU

TREES
Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears, peaches, 
plums, sweet and sour cherries, apricots, nectarines, blueber-
ries, haskapp grapes, raspberries, elderberries etc.  Lots of 
spruce, pine, cedars for windbreak and privacy hedges.  Sizes 
1-8 ft. in containers ready to go. Flowering shrubs and much 
more. Mon-Sat 7:00am to 6:00pm. Martin's Nursery, 42661 
Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON N0G 2X0 (1 Conc. North of Wro-
exter on Belmore Line)

905-325-1189

Chris Imhoff
Owner

chris@contemporarypaintinganddesign.com
contemporarypaintinganddesign.comChris@ContemporaryPaintingandDesign.com

905-325-1189

Chris Imhoff
Owner

chris@contemporarypaintinganddesign.com
contemporarypaintinganddesign.com

Chris Imhoff
Owner

(548) 788-1189 905-325-1189

Chris Imhoff
Owner

chris@contemporarypaintinganddesign.com
contemporarypaintinganddesign.com

www.ContemporaryPaintingandDesign.com

PAINTING

CONSTRUCTION

Interior Renovations
Exterior Upgrades

Residential and Commercial

ottercreekconstruction.com
519-983-2008 | dvan.occ@gmail.com

7 McGuire Cres, Tillsonburg

AUTO REPAIR
GEORGE’S

AUTO REPAIR
INC.

519 842-7058 • GEORGESAUTO.CA
10 Bridge St W., Tillsonburg

OPEN MON TO FRI: 8 AM - 5 PM

 Tire Services | Oil Changes
Maintenance & Repairs

CUSTOM WINDOW COVERINGS
Blinds • Shutters 

Rollers • Automation 
17 BROCK ST E, 
TILLSONBURG
519-550-6770 
SHADES3.CA

Free In-Home Consultations

PLAY CENTRE

55 Broadway St. Unit B
Contact Lori 

rainorshineplaycentre@gmail.com

55 Broadway St. Unit B
Contact Lori 

rainorshineplaycentre@gmail.com

55 Broadway St. Unit B
Contact Lori 

rainorshineplaycentre@gmail.com

55 Broadway St. Unit B
rainorshineplaycentre@gmail.com

CLEANING

Commercial, Residential & Industrial
Professional Cleaning Services

rvwindowcleaning.ca
Window Cleaning: 519-671-2541
Power Washing: 519-318-3569

Window • Eavestrough
& Power Washing

tillsonburgpost.com
VINYL WINDOWS

Need to catch up and file several 
years of income tax returns?

David Simmonds 
MBA CPA CGA

Call me at
519-842-4279

• Agriculture
• Construction
• Manufacturing
• Transportation
• Professionals

ACCOUNTING
Earn 8% to 13% interest investing in 

private mortgages secured by real estate.

David Simmonds MBA CPA CGA 

Mortgage Agent Level 2 – Brokerage License 12728

519-403-5020  
david@davidsimmonds.ca

MORTGAGE SPECIALIST

FUNERAL SERVICES

BUSINESS DIRECTORY CLASSIFIEDS

Friday March 13 2026 
From 1pm to 3 pm

At The Church of  Jesus Christ of  
Latter-day  Saints 

At 60 Vienna Road, Tillsonburg

Celebration of life for 
WM HARRY
KNIGHT 

OBITUARY

AN ANNUAL PANCAKE TRADITION
St. Paul’s United Church continued its tradition of hosting 
a pancake meal on Shrove Tuesday, with pancakes, sau-
sage and all the fixings available. A good number of peo-
ple turned out to fill the church hall for the event, which is 
also a church fundraising event.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO) 1. Russia & Belarus
2. True
3. Golden Hawk
4. Sir Isaac Newton
5. �Baron Pierre de Cou-

bertin
6. �The sartorius muscle
7. Animals
8. �A bag of money, hen 

that lays golden eggs, 
& a magical harp

9. 1980
10. United States

POSTPOSTTillsonburgTillsonburgPOSTPOSTTillsonburgTillsonburg

https://www.contemporarypaintinganddesign.com
mailto:chris@contemporarypaintinganddesign.com
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FEBRUARY CLEARANCE DEALSFEBRUARY CLEARANCE DEALS
LIMITED QUANTITIES - WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

MON-FRI: 8 AM - 9 PM, SAT: 8 AM - 6 PM, SUN: 9 AM - 6 PMMON-FRI: 8 AM - 9 PM, SAT: 8 AM - 6 PM, SUN: 9 AM - 6 PM

248 BROADWAY, TILLSONBURG248 BROADWAY, TILLSONBURG
(519) 842-5926(519) 842-5926
canadiantire.cacanadiantire.ca

Locally Owned and OperatedLocally Owned and Operated

STORAGE SHED, KETER
DARWIN 4FT X 6FT

SALE
$$489489.93.93

SAVESAVE
$$210210
Reg $699.99
SKU 60-3514 (3 LEFT)

SAVESAVE
$$700700
Reg $1699.99
SKU 188-0267 (3 LEFT)

AIR FRYER, T-FAL DUAL
ACTION

SALE
$$9999.93.93

HALFHALF
PRICEPRICE
Reg $199.99
SKU 43-0340 (8 LEFT)

COLEMAN QUEEN AIRBED, 
DOUBLEHIGH, BUILT IN PUMP

SALE
$$179179.93.93

SAVESAVE
$$100100
Reg $279.99
SKU 76-5334 (5 LEFT)

MOBICOOL ELECTRIC COOLER / 
WARMER 45L

SALE
$$174174.93.93

SAVESAVE
$$205205
Reg $379.99
SKU 37-0124

SAVESAVE
$$110110
Reg $189.99
SKU 399-4801 (3 LEFT)

MAXIMUM PORTABLE ROLLING 
TOOLBOX, WATERPROOF

SALE
$$9999.93.93

HALFHALF
PRICEPRICE
Reg $319.99
SKU 84-0937 (2 LEFT)

HORIZON 5.0 IC INDOOR
CYCLING BIKE

SALE
$$399399.93.93

HALFHALF
PRICEPRICE
Reg $799.99
SKU 184-1841 (ONE LEFT)

HORIZON RECUMBENT
EXERCISE BIKE

SALE
$$499499.93.93

SAVESAVE
$$300300
REG $799.99
SKU 184-1840 (ONE LEFT)

DYSON AM10 HUMIDIFIER
& FAN

SALE
$$249249.93.93

SAVESAVE
$$350350
Reg $599.99
SKU 499-0168 (ONE LEFT)

HALFHALF
PRICEPRICE
Reg $929.99
SKU 58-6581 (2 LEFT)

SAVESAVE
$$350350
Reg $849.99
SKU 71-1974 (2 LEFT)

VISIT OUR STORE OR GO ONLINE 
FOR OUR FULL FLYER AND 
THOUSANDS OF OTHER ITEMS ON 
SALE. ONLINE ORDERS USUALLY 
READY FOR PICK UP IN 30 MINUTES!

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

50” WALLMOUNT NAPOLEON 
FIREPLACE

SALE
$$299299.93.93

HALFHALF
PRICEPRICE
Reg $599.99
SKU 64-4019 (2 LEFT)

SUPERDEKER PRO, HOCKEY 
TRAINER

SALE
$$299299.99.99

SAVESAVE
$150$150
Reg $449.99
SKU 183-0700 (12 left)

ICEMAN SLUSHIE MAKER

SALE
$$149149.93.93

SAVESAVE
$200$200
Reg $349.99
SKU 499-2769 (4 LEFT)

MASTERCRAFT TABLE SAW

SALE
$$299299.93.93

HALFHALF
PRICEPRICE
Reg $599.99
SKU 54-7595 (ONE LEFT)

MASTERCRAFT MIG WELDER, 
180

SALE
$$289289.93.93

SAVESAVE
$$500500
Reg $799.99
SKU 58-1927 (ONE LEFT)

MAXIMUM 15AMP DUAL BEVEL 
SLIDING MITRE SAW 10” WITH 
STAND

SALE
$$379379.93.93

SAVESAVE
$$300300
Reg $679.99
SKU 55-9034

VERMONT CASTINGS CHARCOAL 
BBQ GRILL & SMOKER

SALE
$$279279.93.93

SAVESAVE
$120$120
Reg $399.99
SKU 85-3174 (6 left)

GENERAC 3600W PORTABLE 
GENERATOR

SALE
$$479479.93.93

SAVESAVE
$300$300
Reg $779.99 
SKU 399-5643 (1 LEFT)

VIBRAFIT MINIWALK
TREADMILL

SALE
$$299299.93.93

SAVESAVE
$$450450
Reg $749.99
SKU 399-9510 (ONE LEFT)

SHED 10FT X 8FT, SUNCAST 
TREMONT

SALE
$$17491749.93.93

2-PACK TUFTED BAR STOOLS, 
WHITE

SALE
$$7979.93.93

41” STANLEY TOOL STORAGE 
CABINET, 7 DRAWERS

SALE
$$494494.93.93

26” RALEIGH ROGUE FAT TIRE 
MOUNTAIN BIKE

SALE
$$499499.93.93

SAVESAVE
$$750750
Reg $2499.99
SKU 60-0634 (ONE LEFT)

GATES CONVERSATION PATIO 
SET

SALE
$$999999.93.93

DELONGHI ESPRESSO COFFEE 
MACHINE

SALE
$$249249.93.93

ESPRESSO & CAPPUCCINO 
MAKER, BLACK & DECKER

SALE
$$5959.93.93

SAVESAVE
$$100100
Reg $149.99
SKU 499-2747 (4 LEFT)

SAVESAVE
$$150150
Reg $399.99
SKU 43-0115 (2 LEFT)

OLYMPIC BARBELL WEIGHT 
SET, 110LB SET, 7PCS

SALE
$$159159.93.93

SAVESAVE
$$150150
Reg $249.99
SKU 58-1570 (2 LEFT)


