
A Tillsonburg firefighter was honoured by the Ontar-
io Fire Marshal’s Office for her contribution to fire safety 
with the idea for a new mascot. 

Enter Beepa. 
Beepa is the province’s new fire safety mascot. Mod-

elled after a smoke and carbon monoxide detector outfit-
ted in firefighter bunker gear, Beepa is more than just a 
feel-good fuzzy mascot – pushing its nose sets off warn-

ings similar to a detector going off. 
Tillsonburg Fire Department Public Educator Sarah 

Barclay came up with the concept for Beepa. To recog-
nize her contribution, Deputy Fire Marshall John Mc-
Beth stopped in Tillsonburg Monday morning as the first 
stop on a week-long provincial tour to promote Test Your 
Smoke Alarm Day on Sept. 28. McBeth presented Barclay 
with an Ontario Fire Marshall’s challenge coin in appreci-
ation for her efforts.

Beepa has been quickly adopted by fire services across 
the province and is catching on across the nation.
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NEW FIRE SAFETY MASCOT
Ontario Deputy Fire Marshal John McBeth presents Tillsonburg Fire Department Fire Public Educator Sarah Barclay with a 
challenge coin for her efforts in developing Beepa, the province’s new fire safety mascot. 
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All members of council were cleared of any wrongdoing 
by the town’s integrity commissioner in two separate inves-
tigations that were presented at Monday’s council meeting.

Meghan Cowan, a partner Tillsonburg’s integrity com-
missioner Aird & Berlis LLP, summarized a report that 
was part of the Sept. 22 council agenda. There were five 
complaints under the town’s code of conduct that were filed 
against Mayor Deb Gilvesy and Coun. Chris Parker. 

The allegations were that the member:
“a) used their positions to advance unsubstantiated claims 

against staff, made misleading statements to council, and 
improperly used their influence to pressure council;

(b) engaged in intimidation tactics, including raising 
their voices at council and failing to treat staff with dignity, 
understanding, or respect, thereby harassing staff;

(c) undermined the town’s decision-making processes, 
made statements impugning the reputations of staff mem-
bers, and disclosed confidential information, such as de-
tails of litigation and closed meeting discussions;

(d) contravened the code through their conduct and com-
munications directed at staff during the meeting of council 
held on Jan. 27, 2025 and that the councillor contravened 
the code by virtue of his conduct at the meeting of coun-
cil on Nov. 18, 2024. The members’ comments and actions 
at the Jan. 27, 2025 meeting are alleged to have disrupted 
meeting decorum, demonstrated a lack of respect for staff 
and other of members of council, and detracted from the 
town’s business. The members’ conduct is also alleged to 
have contributed to a challenging working environment for 
staff at the town; and

Council members 
cleared of all 
wrongdoing
JEFF HELSDON

Editor
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(e) met with and advised a constituent that they would 
support the termination of certain own employees if the 
constituent could secure the support of one more elected 
official.”

In making her ruling, Cowan reviewed the complaints, 
interviewed the members and complainants, reviewed 
the agendas and minutes of the meeting and the videos of 
open meetings. Her conclusion was the members did not 
contravene the code of conduct.

Cowan explained that, in general, integrity commis-
sioners have been reluctant to review the conduct of mem-
bers at meetings, allowing them a degree of autonomy. 
Cases where there were reviews is when the behaviours 
was “egregious, flagrant or glaringly outrageous.”

“Based on a review of the determined members actions, 
it did not rise to such a level to merit our intervention and 
exercise our authority as integrity commissioners,” she 
said during the meeting. “In short, we have not found that 
the members' conduct and comments crossed a threshold 
level that influenced the business at hand, that served to 
distract from the business at hand, that did not unduly in-
fluence other members of council or staff, or harass staff.”

She also stated that there was no evidence of intimida-
tion, influence on the council, undermining staff, ques-
tioning their capacity, or supporting the termination of a 
specific employee.

Cowan explained council has no ability to question her 
findings under this procedure.

After a motion was presented to accept the report for 
information, Parker and Gilvesy were the only ones to 
comment.

“I am relieved, although not surprised, that they found 
that I did not breach the municipality’s code of conduct,” 
Parker said. “I must express how disappointed I am that it 
came to this in the first place. To have my integrity ques-
tioned by three councillors, individuals who I work along-
side in this chamber, has been not only demoralizing but 
also personally painful. The emotional toll this process 
has taken on me and my family has been significant.

Parker also said that one of the three councillors has, in 
the past, threatened him with a complaint to the integrity 
commissioner.

“That is not what this tool is for,” he said. “The integrity 

commissioner exists to uphold accountability and trans-
parency with genuine concerns, concerns that serve a real 
risk to the municipality and its residents. It’s not a weap-
on to be wielded over political disagreements or personal 
grievances.”

Parker said the complaints have driven a wedge between 
councillors.

“Differences of opinion are not only inevitable, they are 
healthy, they are the foundation of robust debate and good 
governance,” he said. “When those differences evolve into 
baseless accusations, it fractures the very unity we need 
to serve our community. 

“Council must do better. We must engage in construc-
tive dialogue, collaborate respectively and always priori-
tize the needs of the town and its residents above personal 
or political ambition. I’m committed to this path and hope 
the rest of council is as well.”

Gilvesy also spoke about the importance of differing 
opinions.

“As someone who believes strongly in the principles of 
democracy, I welcome diverse viewpoints at the council 
table,” she said. “Respectful debate is not only healthy—it 
is essential to good governance. Elected officials have a 
duty to represent the best interests of ratepayers, and ev-
ery decision we make should reflect our responsibility as 
stewards of the public purse.”

Gilvesy reiterated her commitment to the people of Till-
sonburg.

“Despite the challenges of the past few months, I remain 
steadfast in my commitment to serving you with dedica-
tion and integrity,” she said. “It is an honour to represent 
the people of Tillsonburg at all levels of government.”

Thanking her family for supporting her, Gilvesy’s was 
emotional as she said, “This has been an extremely diffi-
cult six months and I want to put it behind us, move for-
ward and get the job done we’re elected to do.”

A second investigation
A second complaint was filed on Aug. 26 alleging that 

Deputy Mayor Dave Beres and Coun. Bob Parsons act-
ed in contravention of the Ontario Municipal Act by not 
declaring a pecuniary interest in discussion and votes on 
the expansion of the Tillsonburg BIA. Although it doesn’t 
explicitly state that this application was filed by a member 

of the public, it does allude to this possibility and does not 
indicate that it was filed by a council member.

The accusation against Beres was that he was in contra-
vention of the act because his son is an owner of a proper-
ty in the current BIA area, and has an indirect pecuniary 
interest. 

Investigator John Mascarin explained the act only ap-
plies to known financial impacts, and it is unknown if the 
expansion of the BIA will affect existing property owners 
in the area. With this in mind, he said there isn’t a conflict 
of interest. 

The Parsons accusation pertains to the fact that he is a 
member of the BIA board of management and still voted 
on a discussion about the expansion at  town council.

Mascarin explained that there is an exception to the rule 
of belonging to another body that has a financial interest 
when a council member is a member of that body by vir-
tue of being appointed to the council. 

“This clause recognizes a councillor may wear two hats, 
as Coun. Parsons did and will be able to vote both at the 
council level and in this case, at the board of management 
at the BIA,” he said, explaining Parsons doesn’t have a 
pecuniary interest.

This application was done under a different procedure 
than the one for Beres and Parker, and provides the appli-
cant the opportunity to apply to provincial court if they 
believe the decision is incorrect and a penalty is warrant-
ed. 

Speaking to the matter after a motion was made to ac-
cept the report for information, Beres said he was not 
aware of the potential conflict. 

“If someone misconstrued that I was in this to help my-
self or a family member in any financial manner, trust me 
that certainly is not the intent,” he said,  “and if so, I apol-
ogize for that if it was taken that way.”

Beres said he would declare a pecuniary interest on the 
BIA expansion moving forward. With a BIA matter on 
the agenda, he, Gilvesy and Coun. Chris Rosehart all de-
clared a pecuniary interest. 

Asked about the possibility of these cases still going be-
fore a judge, Gilvesy said, “I would just hope everyone 
would respect the decision of the integrity commissioner 
in regard to the pecuniary decision claims.”

The Toronto Blue Jays are fire safety supporters, and 
more than one million colouring sheets for school chil-
dren were produced with Ace, the Blue Jays mascot, Bee-
pa, and Sparky, the former fire safety mascot. Beepa is 
being made as mascots sent out to fire departments, as 
plush toys (with an operating nose) for use in fire safety 
in schools, as keychains, and is an integral part of the fire 
safety campaign.

Beepa’s roots are all Tillsonburg. Admitting she is not 
a fan of Sparky, Barclay’s vision was for an interactive 
mascot that would help demonstrate to children about fire 
safety. She was pretty new to the role as fire educator and 
was at a fire conference three years ago in Toronto when 
her colleagues ran into Jamie Kovacs, executive director 
of the Fire Marhal’s Public Fire Safety Council and a Till-
sonburg native. Barclay was encouraged to share her idea. 

Kovacs embraced the idea. He worked with Barclay to 
design the mascot, which launched two years ago. Al-
though he assisted with the design and, more recently, the 
promotion of Beepa, Kovacs gave full credit to Barclay 
for the idea.

“It’s all because of her,” he said. 
McBeth explained Beepa will be part of this year’s cam-

paign with the focus on smoke alarms and the family.
“Beepa is the way we’ll get fire safety into the class-

rooms and the kids will take it home,” he said.
One of Barclay’s memories of school was the opportuni-

ty to take home the plushy toy and create a diary for it. She 
sees Beepa can fill this role and educate about fire safety 

at the same time.
McBeth said having messages that are relevant to the 

intended audience is essential. 

“Having a walking, talking mascot where they can take 
the nose off and it’s a fire alarm makes an impression,” he 
said.

Beepa will be an integral part of the fire safety cam-
paign sent out to educators in coming days.

“We’ve got teachers chomping at the bit to present it to 
their students,” McBeth said.

Kovacs said getting through to the younger generation 
is essential. 

“We talk to the kids about this the most because they’re 
their parent’s police,” he said.

Barclay said the critical thing with Beepa is it works. 
She told the story of a local family who had a young child 
who was startled by an alarm and had to attend therapy. 
Then, an alarm went off due to a low battery, reigniting 
the fears. It’s hoped that seeing Beepa in a low-stress sit-
uation can help.

“This week we are going to go with a Beepa plushy, 
explain why they make the noise they do, and explain why 
they are important,” Barclay said, hoping this will help the 
family avoid repeating costly therapy.

Kovacs gave credit to small-town ingenuity and said 
members of small departments often have good ideas. 
Beepa is an example of how successful sharing those 
ideas can be.

Tillsonburg Fire Chief Scott Tegler praised Barclay for 
her enthusiasm.

“It’s a wonderful thing for the deputy fire marshal and 
Jamie to recognize Sarah’s efforts,” he said.

Beepa, the province’s new fire safety mascot, was the idea 
of Tillsonburg Fire Department Public Educator Sarah Bar-
clay and was co-developed with Jamie Kovacs, executive 
director of the Fire Marshal’s Public Fire Safety Council. 
Deputy Fire Marshall John McBeth, left, and Kovacs, right, 
stopped in Tillsonburg Monday to pay tribute for Barclay’s 
efforts.
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Parker, Gilvesy speak of emotional toll of complaints 
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Fire safety should be a
year-round concern

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
Mohawk Island lighthouse - a lesser-known piece of Lake 
Erie history.  

EDITORIAL

Much ado about a “Do” - the story of a haircut gone bad

I loved growing up in Tillsonburg back 
in the 1960’s but there were a few “adjust-
ments” needed, especially when I hit sec-
ondary school at Annandale HS.

Being a minister’s kid in a small town 
does have its drawbacks. There seemed 
to be two sets of expectations for young 
people. One set was for all the other kids 
my age, the second set was for minister’s 
children, and that bar was set high.

The boyfriend of my older sister was 
accused by some of his friends of doing 
some “holy hustling.” when they began 
dating. He took it all in stride and told his 
friends  “Don’t knock it until you’ve tried 
it.”

They eventually married and made a 
successful go of it.

Sometimes in English literature class, 
there would be a biblical reference in a 
novel that we were studying. I hated it 
when the teacher would turn to me and 
ask  “Norma, what part of the bible does 
this come from? You must know with your 
religious background.” 

I had to bite my tongue to stop from re-
plying “Why would I know? My family 
doesn’t sit around reading the bible all the 
time. We are a normal family doing very 

normal things.”
That may have been one of the reasons 

why one of my best friends was also the 
daughter of a minister in the town of 
Tillsonburg. We lived a block apart from 
each other. Once I changed the route that I 
walked across town to school, it was very 
easy for us  to meet up at a set time and 
to walk to school together. She was very 
good at speaking French. I was not. She 
would drill me on verb tenses and oth-
er French phrases all the way to school. 
Walking very quickly, we could make it 
across town in just under 15 minutes.

We called ourselves “the two PKs 
“(preachers’ kids). If we passed each oth-
er in the school hallway we might ask “So 
where is your halo” The other one would 
reply  “At home. I forgot to recharge it 
last night.” Another question might be 
“Where’s your bible?” the answer might 
be “Under my bed.” Or something similar 
that, at the  time, we thought was a hilar-
ious reply.

From time to time, a kind geography 
teacher of ours would stop  to ask if we 
needed a ride. He only did this if it was 
pouring with rain or pelting down snow.

We knew that this gentleman was co-
lour blind and that our route would take 
us through one of the few intersections in 
town that had a stop light.

“How does he know if the light is red or 
green?” we asked each other. “We’d better 
start praying hard if we ever accept a ride. 
“

There we would stand, shivering in the 
cold and the damp with water dripping 
down our faces. 

“No thanks, we’re fine,” we would tell 
him. 

At the time, it was common practice to 
rinse your hair with vinegar. That was sup-

posed to give your hair blonde tints. With 
our thoroughly soaked “dos” we reeked of 
vinegar and the aroma was reminiscent of 
several large containers of French fries. 
I’m not sure he would have welcomed us 
into the interior of his well-kept vehicle in 
this reeking of that apple cider condiment. 

It wasn’t until I had this teacher as my 
geography teacher in Grade 13 that he fi-
nally asked me why we would never accept 
a ride in bad weather. I, red-faced, told 
him about our fears regarding his colour 
blindness. He laughed and explained that 
he had the order of the lights memorized 
and that he could tell from the intensity, 
which colour of light was lit up.

Even the best of friendships has its tri-
als and tribulations. The true test of our 
friendship occurred one Saturday, when 
my friend asked me if I could even out the 
back of her wet hair where it fell onto her 
neck. I can’t remember if she had rinsed 
her hair with vinegar, but likely, she had 
finished off the shampoo with our “trendy” 
and highly aromatic rinse.

I knew that I should not even attempt 
such a feat, but I tried to do as I was asked, 
despite my reservations. What was meant 
to be a small “snip” was much larger than 
I had anticipated.  

That slip of the scissors meant that I now 
needed to “even up” the hair on either side 
of the original “hair sculpting” attempt. 
Now the hair crept along the nape of my 
friend’s neck in a very disorderly fashion.

I think she knew, from my unusual si-
lence, that all was not going well in our 
home hair salon. 

“Give me the mirror please. Let me see.” 
she demanded.

To soften the blow, I asked her if we 
could talk first before the big mirror re-
veal. Now she was worried and fast ap-

proaching panic mode.
“I think I need to call my hairdresser,” 

I told her. “This is not the look we were 
going for.”

She wrestled the hand mirror away from 
me and viewed the unfortunate results of 
my first, last and only attempt at hair styl-
ing.

She gasped but to her credit she did not 
cry, nor did she yell at me. All of which I 
deserved.

My hairdresser took my emergency 
phone call and giggled when I told her 
what I had just done. 

“Bring your friend to my shop right now 
and we’ll see what we can do,” she told me.

I can’t remember if my friend wore a hat 
to cover her newest hair style, but I do re-
member that we were both aghast when I 
told her that we first had to walk through a 
barbershop to reach the hairdresser’s area 
located behind the barber’s place of busi-
ness.

It was a Saturday. The barbershop chairs 
were all full of clients and every chair in 
the waiting area was also full of custom-
ers. 

There was absolute silence as we crept 
through this “males-only” zone.

In my imagination I could hear them 
thinking, “What are those two PK’s up 
to now?” As they viewed the back of my 
friend’s head, I’m sure they must have also 
thought, well I hope who ever is respon-
sible for that disaster, doesn’t choose hair 
styling as a career choice.

No chance of that! One of us became a 
nurse while the other one became a teach-
er. Neither career ever involved heads of 
hair.

Norma Collis is a Tillsonburg author of 
several books, including “Tales from Hol-
ly Cottage”.

NORMA COLLIS

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

WRITER'S
CORNER

In the coming weeks fire safety will be front and cen-
ter in communities across Ontario with Test Your Smoke 
Alarm Day on Sept. 28 and Fire Prevention Week from 
Oct. 5 to Oct. 12, but really it should be remembered 
year-round.

Fire Prevention Week traces its roots back to the Great 
Chicago Fire of 1871. It resulted in 300 dead and 100,000 
people being homeless. 

In the ensuing years, firefighters didn’t forget this di-
saster and both the National Fire Protection Association 
in the United States and the Dominion Fire Prevention 
Association in Canada urged a common, North Ameri-

can-wide fire prevention day. That resulted in the procla-
mation of National Fire Prevention Day in Canada in 191, 
and a national week in 1923.

During a recognition ceremony for local firefighter and 
public educator Sarah Barclay coming up with the con-
cept for the new fire safety mascot Beepa, there was talk 
of fire safety needing to be a year-round concern, that 
people needed to test smoke alarms and carbon monox-
ide detectors monthly, instead of annually.  

Test your smoke alarm and carbon monoxide detector 
in coming days, but also do it monthly. This is the single, 
most valuable life-saving tool in the event of a home fire. 

Have something to say? Submit your 
Letter to the Editor here:

info@tillsonburgpost.com
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The scrapbook of Louisa Tillson, and later Olive Tillson

Our founders Nancy and George Tillson’s first child was 
a son - George Barker Tillson, who was born in 1817. 

He would be the eldest of nine children and was nine 
years old when he moved to Dereham Forge in 1826, with 
mom and seven siblings. G.B. worked hard helping his fa-
ther in the forge as well as helping to clear and settle the 
land. At 19 years, G.B. was past the age many pioneers 
married. G.B. would aspire to be his own man, stepping 
away from assisting his father to start his own business, 
a chair factory and turning lathe, both would have been 
spinoffs from his father’s saws mill and certainly neces-
sary in pioneer life. 

He did marry at the age of 34, in 1851, near Westmin-
ster, Middlesex Co to Louise Elizabeth Conat, born in 
Bowmanville. They settled down in Tillsonburg, did well 
and had seven children.  Today’s column is about two of 
their daughters and their scrapbook.

   Many Victorians saved newspaper articles; beautiful 
handmade and/or storebought cards, paintings, formal 
obituary cards and correspondence in a scrapbook. Such 
a scrapbook was started by young, Louise Elizabeth Till-
son [b.1863]; daughter of G.B. and Louise. Young Louise 
started the scrapbook, and sister Olive Jane [b.1866] took 
it over. 

The scrapbook was well used, with many newspaper 
clippings, cards, etc., pasted in, and later locks of hair 
glued on top on most pages! Real hair from beloved fami-
ly members that could bring back memories and provide a 
tangible piece of their life. Today, while DNA from 1880s 
hair in a scrapbook may be challenging to extract, it's not 
impossible due to new DNA technology . 

    From the scrapbook: Tillsonburg Observer newspa-
per clipping: “Wedding Bells. Home of Mrs. G.B. Tillson, 
Dec 25, 1884, Olive J. Tillson, youngest daughter to Jo-
seph B. Webber of Hamilton 

“At the residence of Mrs. Geo. B. Tillson, in this town, 
was on Christmas day the scene of a very interesting af-
fair—a wedding. At half-past two in the afternoon of that 
day in the presence of a large company, Miss Olive. J. Till-
son, youngest daughter of the hostess, was united in the 
holy bonds of matrimony to Mr. Jospeh Beattie Webber, 
of Hamilton, Rev. Mr. Ross of the Ridout Street Methodist 
church officiating. The ceremony took place in the parlor, 
which was handsomely decorated. Miss Marion Trembly, 
of Tillsonburg, was the first bridesmaid,  and Miss Edith 
Ellis, was the second bridesmaid. Misters Samuel Scoot 
and Alexander Crockner, of Hamilton acted as groom 
man and the bride was given away by her brother, Mr. 
Stephen Tillson. At three o’clock the company numbering 
about forty sat down to a sumptuous dinner in the din-

ing room which had been transform into a perfect bower 
with evergreens. After dinner a number of the company 
embarked in cutters and sailed for the Michigan Central 
station where at four o’clock, Mr. and Mrs. Webber board-
ed the Boston and New York Express for Buffalo and the 
East. The Observer figuratively speaking, casts a slipper 
after the happy pair, and wishes them good luck and a hap-
py future. Following is a partial list of the presents:- Large 
crayon portrait of groom and bride, from the groom; gold 
chain and locket, from Mrs. Webber; silver butler cooler, 
Mr. and Mrs. Webber:; handsome fruit dish, Miss Trem-
bly; Perfume sachet, Miss Edith Ellis; silver card receiver, 
Mr. S. Scott, of Hamilton; toilet set, Miss Waller; Toilet 
mats, Miss Scott, of Hamilton; Water set, Mr. & Mrs. 
Stephen Tillson; mantel ornaments, little Miss Mable A. 
Tillson; glove and handkerchief boxes, Mr. Edward Law, 
Beamsville; China cup and saucer, Miss Annie Alward; 
ditto, Miss Aggi Ferguson; set silver tea knives, Mr. and 
Mrs. E. Trembly; card receiver, Mr. W. S. Law; celery 
dish, Mrs. W.S. Law; silver cake basket, Peter James and 
John McCullough, Hamilton; spoon holder, Mr. and Mrs. 
McGuire; clock, Mr. and Mrs. McCullough, of Hamilton; 
wall bracket, Mr. C. and E. Johnson, of Toronto; parlor 
lamp, Warren and Miss Emily Armstrong; silver butter 
knife, Mr. Harry Scott; and many other articles, ornamen-
tal and valuable.”

This ceremony was not needed as Olive and Joseph 
were already married! A marriage registration shows they 
were married Sept 23, 1884, in Hamilton, by Mr. Fletcher 
whose wife was a witness! The next day, “Sep. 24, 

1884, in Tillsonburg, sister Louisa E. Tillson married, 
Thomas M. Mann of Tillsonburg” with Olive Tillson and 
Joseph Webber as witnesses!  

LAUREL A. BEECHEY

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

THE
STAGE
IS THE
WORLD

TDMH received dedicated off-load nurse funding
Tillsonburg District Memorial Hospital (TDMH) 

will be receiving a dedicated off-load nurse to support 
ambulance crews at ambulance arrival and offload, in 
which patients are quickly assessed, triaged, off-load-
ed to a care

The role was made possible through the support of 

Ontario Health and Oxford County Paramedic Ser-
vices.

“By dedicating offload nurse support to TDMH, para-
medic crews will be able to transfer care more quickly 
and return to the community faster,” Ryan Hall, Ox-
ford’s director of paramedic services reported. “This 
will strengthen service capacity across Oxford County 
by improving ambulance availability where it is cur-
rently most constrained.”

“I’m pleased to see this important investment com-
ing to Oxford to support our emergency health ser-
vices,” said Ernie Hardeman, MPP for Oxford. “These 
funds will help ensure residents can access the urgent 
care they need, when they need it most. It’s another 
example of our government’s commitment to strength-
ening health care in communities across Ontario.”

April Mullen, Chief Nursing Executive and Vice 

President of Clinical Services shared that the new role 
is expected to be implemented in mid-October, seven 
days a week at the peak times of ambulance arrival. 

“TDMH and Oxford County Paramedic Services 
have a strong collaborative relationship,” she said. “We 
are excited to build on this relationship through this 
initiative that benefits our community.”

The funding was part of a provincial increase in  
land ambulance funding by 16 per cent, bringing the 
province’s total investment in the region to $9,460,209 
this year. This increase in base funding helps ensure 
municipalities address increased costs so they can 
continue to deliver high-quality emergency care. This 
investment is part of the almost $1 billion in land am-
bulance funding Ontario is providing municipalities 
across the province this year, representing an average 
increase of 8.7  per cent from 2024.
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Members of the Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP), Oxford Detachment responded to a 
traffic complaint, which resulted in several 
impaired driving related charges. 

On Sept. 14, 2025, at approximately 11:20 
p.m., members of Oxford OPP responded to 
a traffic complaint on Lisgar Avenue in the 
Town of Tillsonburg.

As a result of the investigation, Joshua Ban-
man, a 19-year-old resident of Delhi, has been 
charged with: 

• Operation While Impaired
• �Operation While Impaired - Blood Alco-

hol Concentration (BAC) 80 plus
• �Operate a Vehicle with an Open Container 

of Liquor
• Novice Driver BAC above 0
The accused has been released from custo-

dy and is scheduled to appear before the On-
tario Court of Justice in Woodstock on Nov. 4.

Reporting suspected impaired driving helps 
to keep us all safe.

Traffic complaint results in 
impaired driving charges

The Oxford detachment of the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) is investigating 
an online fraud, in the Town of Tillson-
burg.

On Sept. 12 at approximately 11 a.m., 
members of the Oxford OPP received a 
report from a member of the public that 
they were defrauded through an online 
job advertisement.

The victim reports learning about a 
work-from-home job opportunity through 
an advertisement on social media. The 
victim responded to the advertisement 
and communicated through a texting app, 
as requested by the suspected scammer. 

After communicating for a couple of 
days, and sending a couple of e-transfers, 
amounting to just under $1,000, the vic-
tim contacted police, suspecting a scam.

The investigation is ongoing.
Police remind the public to be careful 

sending money for anything they find 
online. There are reputable people and 
companies that use social media appropri-
ately, but there also ones that try to take 
advantage of people.

If you think you have been a victim of 
fraud, please reach out to the Canadian 
Anti-Fraud Centre at 1-888-495-8501 or 
the OPP at 1-888-310-1122.

Online fraud investigation 
in Town of Tillsonburg

Members of the Ontario Provincial Po-
lice (OPP), Oxford Detachment detected an 
impaired driver while on general patrol. 

On Sept. 13, at approximately 8:30 p.m., 
members of Oxford OPP initiated a traffic 
stop while on general patrol on Simcoe 
Street in the Township of Norwich. As a 
result of the investigation, Isaak Bueck-
ert, a 39-year-old resident of Tillsonburg, 
has been charged with Operation While 

Impaired and Operation While Impaired 
- Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) 80 
plus.

The accused has been released from cus-
tody and is scheduled to appear before the 
Ontario Court of Justice in Woodstock on 
Oct. 28.

Police want to remind the public that no 
amount of alcohol or drugs is safe to con-
sume prior to operating a vehicle.

Impaired driver detected 
on general patrol

Police are seeking assistance from the 
public in locating a stolen pickup truck, 
taken from south of Tillsonburg, and iden-
tifying those involved in the theft.

On Monday, Sept. 15, at about 7:23 a.m., 
the Norfolk County Ontario Provincial 
Police received a report of a stolen vehicle 
on Jackson Side Road in Courtland. The 
investigation determined that between 
5:30 a.m. and 6:30 a.m. that morning, one 
or more unidentified individuals entered 
the property and stole a grey 2011 Chev-

rolet Silverado pickup truck.
Police are actively conducting an ongo-

ing investigation and are appealing to the 
public for assistance. Anyone with rele-
vant information is urged to contact the 
Norfolk County OPP at 1-888-310-1122.

Should you wish to remain anonymous, 
you may call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-TIPS (8477) or leave an anonymous 
online tip at www.helpsolvecrime.com 
where you may be eligible to receive a 
cash reward of up to $2,000.

Pickup truck reported 
stolen in Norfolk County

tillsonburgpost.com
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WEDDING PACKAGESExclusive

Includes:
•High Quality 2-piece Suit
• Dress Shirt
• Tie & Pocket Square
• Socks
•  Minimum Purchase of 3 Suits
•  Over 800 Suits to Chose From

Ends November 31st or until supplies last

Tailored Elegance for Your Special Day
Experience Timeless Style with Our Expert Guidance
Looking for the perfect attire to complement your bride's 

stunning gown? Our vast experience allows us to assist in 
selecting the perfect style, colour and accessories to make 
you feel confident and sophisticated on your wedding day.

Why Choose Us:
• �Over 80 Years of Combined Experience: Our family 

have honed their craft over decades, ensuring that each 
suit is a masterpiece of fit and style.

• �Free Consultation: Let's discuss your vision and find the 
perfect ensemble together. Our complimentary consul-
tation will help you select the ideal fabric, cut, and de-
tails.

• �Stress-Free Shopping: We understand that planning a 
wedding can be overwhelming. Our dedicated team will 
guide you through the process, ensuring a seamless and 
enjoyable experience. If it doesn't look great, we will not 
sell it to you.

• �Custom Tailoring: Every suit is meticulously crafted to 
your exact measurements, guaranteeing a perfect fit that 
will make you feel like a million bucks.

• �Live online measurements available: From North Da-
kota to North Bay and as far away as Northern Island, 
wherever you and your party are, we can size you up.

• �Competitive Pricing: We offer extremely competitive 

pricing without compromising on quality.
From classic tuxedos to modern suits, we have the ex-

pertise to create a look that reflects your personal style and 
complements your bride's gown. Schedule your free con-
sultation today and let us help you make your wedding day 
unforgettable. Our competitors know us, you should too!

Tips For your Wedding Attire
The Groom should be unique from the groomsmen by 

selecting different colours for their suit-tuxedo, neck attire 
differentiation

There are 122 various shades of white. Groom and 
groomsmen should have exact same shirt otherwise colour 
variations will show in pictures.

Sometimes a groom may want a second shirt for the spe-
cial day, especially in hotter days or those that tend to sweat 
more.

Colour of groomsmen neck accessories should be the 
same as bridesmaids’ dresses

Colour of shirts should not comprise colour of wedding 
dress. If the gown is off white or a darker shade of white, 
DO NOT wear white shirts - otherwise dress will look dirty 
and be exaggerated in pictures

We are open 7 Days a week and late on Thursdays and 
Fridays and also available by appointment.

Parents and grandparents should be the second-best 
dressed people at the wedding.

Wedding planning requires coordinating a laundry list of 
details that ultimately come together to make for a memo-
rable ceremony and reception. Couples tying the knot have 
their work cut out for them, and one of the biggest decisions 
they will have to make involves choosing where to hold the 
ceremony and reception. Religious couples often opt for 
ceremonies at their churches, synagogues and mosques. 
Secular weddings can occur just about anywhere, with cou-
ples sometimes utilizing ceremony spaces adjacent to their 
reception rooms. 

As brides and grooms narrow down their venue options, 
they may want to give strong consideration to the benefits 
that sticking close to home can offer. Certainly there are ad-
vantages to be had hosting a wedding at venues many miles 
away or even in international locations, but there are unique 
perks to keeping festivities local. The Knot 2025 Real Wed-
dings Study indicated six in 10 couples chose to get married 
in a place where they currently live; 23 percent opted for a 
hometown venue; and 18 percent decided on a destination 
wedding. Here's a look at some of the perks of staying local. 

• �Convenience: One of the biggest benefits of a local ven-
ue is convenience for both the couple and their guests. 
Local venues tend to be easily accessible for those who 
live nearby, minimizing travel time and reducing any 
barriers brought on by a lack of familiarity with distant 
locales.

• �Familiarity: Couples who love their hometowns and 
close environs may want to get married in a familiar and 
comfortable atmosphere. Plus, they may already be fa-
miliar with venues in the area and what they offer.

• �Expertise: Venue staff likely live in the area or are famil-
iar with other services close by. They can offer valuable 
recommendations and insights on other vendors, includ-
ing what has worked before and what to avoid.

• �Easy payments: Many venues require some sort of pay-
ment plan that consists of a deposit at the time of book-
ing and a series of payments culminating with the last 
installment upon learning the final head count. Choos-
ing a local venue makes it easy to stop at the reception 
site in person and provide such payments with ease, 
while getting confirmation and receipts in real time.

• �Reduce delivery fees: If florists and other vendors have 
to drop off items, they may not charge the same delivery 
fees if the reception site is close by. 

• �Ease returning home: Chances are the couple will arrive 
at the ceremony and reception by hired car. Once the 
wedding is over, they'll have to find transportation back 
home, especially if there is a gap in time before depart-
ing on a honeymoon. Utilizing a local venue can make it 
easier to get home.

• �Support of local businesses: Choosing a local venue 
keeps dollars in couples' own communities, which is a 
great way to support businesses in the town and the peo-
ple that work for them.

There are notable advantages to getting married close to 
home. When planning to tie the knot, couples can give am-
ple consideration to local venues.

The benefits to 
choosing a local 
wedding venue

Bridalfall 2025 guide
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Bridal
There is quite the process involved in-

bringing a show to the stage on Broadway 
in New York or The West End in London. 
Lines and songs are tweaked, actors may 
be swapped out, and sets may be rede-
signed. Often these shows are tested out in 
regional theaters before they are finalized 
for the true opening night. Practice makes 
perfect is an adage that continues to be 
relevant today. Those involved in theater 
recognize the value of rehearsals, and it 
also should be an important component 
for couples planning their weddings.

Weddings involve a lot of moving parts, 
and that includes people. The Knot 2025 
Real Weddings Study indicates the aver-
age wedding party contains eight people. 
Add in four parents, individuals doing 
ceremony readings, people participat-
ing in unity rituals, ushers, and others of 
recognition, and there may be a dozen or 
more people responsible for knowing their 
places and understanding their responsi-
bilities.

The wedding rehearsal helps to cor-
ral these individuals and tame nerves by 
showing everyone what is expected of 
them on the big day.

Who is in charge of the wedding re-
hearsal?

Various people may take the lead at the 
rehearsal. In some instances, it is the offi-
ciant who will guide everyone. More often 
it is the responsibility of the coordinator 
at the ceremony site or a wedding plan-
ner who handles the cues so that everyone 
enters and exits properly. Some couples 
will also ask an organized friend or fami-
ly member to assume the role of rehearsal 
leader.

What do you rehearse?
According to Ceremony Officiants, Rev. 

Laura Cannon and Associates, the wed-
ding rehearsal does not run through the 
entire ceremony, only the key spots. A re-
hearsal typically focuses on the  walking 
in and walking out and ensuring partici-
pants know where to stand and what to do. 
A generalized outline of the wedding cer-
emony timeline will be reviewed, helping 
participants understand when they will be 
called upon to fulfill their responsibilities. 

Running through the processional, reces-
sional and other key moments in the cere-
mony two to three times is usually enough 
practice.

Who attends the rehearsal?
Only a select number of people need 

to attend the rehearsal. This includes the 
couple, their parents, the wedding party, 
anyone serving a special role in the cer-
emony (such as leading a prayer), and the 
wedding coordinator or the rehearsal lead-
er.

How long does the rehearsal last?
Typically a rehearsal should not take 

longer than 30 minutes to one hour. It's 
generally held the evening before the ac-
tual wedding when everyone should be in 
town for the festivities.

What happens after the rehearsal? It's 
traditional to attend a rehearsal dinner 
directly after the rehearsal itself. This in-
timate meal gives the key players in the 
wedding ceremony an opportunity to chat 
and mingle before the big day. It's also a 
chance for the couple to offer gifts to the 
wedding party, parents and others in ap-
preciation of their participation in the 
wedding. Sometimes speeches are given, 
but the rehearsal dinner tends to be a low-
key, low-pressure opportunity to spend 
time with special people.

What is the dress code?
The dress code for the rehearsal and the 

dinner is totally up to the couple. Many 
opt for business casual, but the restaurant 
chosen for the dinner may guide couples 
on what everyone should wear.

Additional tips
Couples may instruct people to bring 

along the shoes they will be wearing at 
the wedding to get a feel for them walking 
into the ceremony site. While it is tradi-
tionally the groom's parents' obligation to 
reserve and pay for the rehearsal dinner, 
couples who do not want to place all of 
that responsibility on them can discuss 
contributing.

A wedding rehearsal and rehearsal din-
ner brings together the key participants in 
the wedding ceremony prior to the main 
event.

Get the scoop on
wedding rehearsals and
a rehearsal dinner

tillsonburgpost.com
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Milestone moments are few and far be-
tween, which underscores the significance 
of celebrating such occasions. Wedding an-
niversaries certainly fit the bill of momen-
tous occasions worth celebrating. Whether 
a couple has been married for half a century 
or 12 months, the following are some fun 
ways they can commemorate their time to-
gether.

• �Take a second honeymoon. Second hon-
eymoons are wildly popular ways to 
commemorate a wedding anniversary. 
Such trips present a direct connection to 
the time couples tied the knot. Book a 
stay in the same locale where you hon-
eymooned years ago, even staying in the 
same hotel, and possibly even the same 
room. Relive special moments you each 
recall but don't hesitate to create new 
memories as well. Couples also can con-
sider a second honeymoon in an entirely 
different destination than the one they 
visited on their first trip as a married 
couple years ago.

• �Tie the knot again. Many couples choose 
to renew their vows on particularly 
notable anniversaries, such as a sil-
ver anniversary (25 years). But there's 
no rule against couples renewing their 
vows whenever they think it fit to do so, 
whether that's one year, five years, 12 
years, and so on. Incorporating certain 
components from the initial wedding 
ceremony can make a renewal of vows 
even more special.

• �Do your first date all over again. Mar-
ried couples often remember their first 
date, and recreating that experience can 
be a fun way to celebrate a wedding an-

niversary. If a first date was dinner and 
a movie, find the movie on a streaming 
platform and then watch it after arriving 
home from dinner at the same restaurant 
where the date began. If the establish-
ment has since closed, order in dishes 
you enjoyed that night or work togeth-
er to cook them in the comforts of your 
own kitchen.

• �Commemorate the era you tied the knot 
with a themed party. Preferences in rela-
tion to music, fashion and design change 
with each generation, and couples may 
find it fun to recreate the era when they 
tied the knot, particularly if it's been de-
cades since they said, ÒI do.Ó For exam-
ple, couples who walked down the aisle 
in the 1980s can host an 80s-themed 
party where guests are encouraged to 
don their favorite attire from that unique 
era. Spend the night dancing away to a 
playlist of popular songs from the year 
you tied the knot, ending the night with 
a recreation of your first official dance as 
a married couple.

• �Go back to where it all began. Visiting 
the venue where you tied the knot can 
be a fun and moving way to stroll down 
Memory Lane. If possible, contact your 
reception venue and, if it's been awhile 
since you and your guests have gathered 
for a night of fun, book the space and 
host a laid back reception for friends and 
loved ones who were there to celebrate 
with you all those years ago.

Wedding anniversaries are milestone mo-
ments, and there are many fun and unique 
ways for couples to commemorate these 
special events.

Fun ways to commemorate 
a wedding anniversary

188 Thames Street South, Ingersoll | 519-425-4999
www.winecellaringersoll.com

A grand selection of ferment-on-premise wine varietals 
as well as local artisan and imported fine cheeses!

Specializing in Cheese & Charcuterie grazing boards, charcuterie 
cups and cheese wedding cakes for your cocktail hour.

Come and see us to craft your favourite varietal of red, white or 
fruit wine to serve at your wedding dinner and reception!

We are happy to offer cheese tastings, pairing suggestions for 
your dinner and consult with you to make your vision come to life.

 “From Vineyard to ‘I Do’: The Wine 
Cellar & Cheese Shop Experience”

 Your wedding day is a special occasion 
filled with love and joy shared with family 
and friends. 

At The Wine Cellar & Cheese Shop in 
Ingersoll, you can turn your wedding into 
an extraordinary experience. Imagine 
serving wine that you've made yourself—
this unique touch adds a personal and 
memorable element to your celebration. 
With their ferment-on-premises process, 
you can choose your varietal and take part 
in the magic of winemaking in their expert 
bottling room. 

These handcrafted wines, made with 

fewer preservatives, provide a sustainable 
and meaningful addition to your big day. 
Along with a variety of over 60 quality 
wines, The Wine Cellar & Cheese Shop of-
fers a variety of local and imported chees-
es, perfect for pairing. 

Sourced from Oxford County and be-
yond, their selection enhances any gather-
ing, whether it’s a bridal shower, rehearsal 
dinner, or wedding reception. Experience 
a taste of the cheeses & charcuterie as you 
bottle your wine, and order a similar expe-
rience for your guests during cocktail hour, 
on one of their giant live-edge boards! 

Looking for the perfect gift? Their gift 
cards are a great way to share the joy of 
winemaking or cheese tasting with newly-
weds or bridal parties. 

Located at 188 Thames Street South in 
Ingersoll, The Wine Cellar & Cheese Shop 
provides more than just products—it offers 
an unforgettable experience that adds a 
special sparkle to your celebration. Raise 
a glass to love, laughter, and lifelong mem-
ories!

  188 Thames Street South, Ingersoll
  519-425-4999
  winecellaringersoll.com
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Welcome to All Celebrations event and party rentals in Oxford Welcome to All Celebrations event and party rentals in Oxford 

County. Allow us to share your  joy every day!  Build your Wishlist County. Allow us to share your  joy every day!  Build your Wishlist 
or browse our rental inventory and services.  You can make or browse our rental inventory and services.  You can make 

your backyard party, your elegant venue wedding or expansive your backyard party, your elegant venue wedding or expansive 
celebration a memorable success for all your guests.   All celebration a memorable success for all your guests.   All 

Celebrations provides reliable and affordable rentals, event design Celebrations provides reliable and affordable rentals, event design 
and event support services.  For example, in addition to providing and event support services.  For example, in addition to providing 
you vineyard chairs, we can assist you with creating a budget and you vineyard chairs, we can assist you with creating a budget and 
schedule for the day of your event.  We also provide bartending, schedule for the day of your event.  We also provide bartending, 

coordinating and decorating to your specifications.  You choose, we coordinating and decorating to your specifications.  You choose, we 
will help bring your vision to life and reduce your stress.will help bring your vision to life and reduce your stress.

www.allcelebrations.ca

We Help You, Celebrate Everything!We Help You, Celebrate Everything!

Planning your wedding involves 
countless details,  one of the most 
crucial aspects is ensuring you have 
the right rentals to create the perfect 
atmosphere. Whether you’re hosting 
an intimate backyard ceremony or a 
grand ballroom reception, wedding 
rentals can transform your vision into 
reality. Here are some key things to 
know about wedding rentals to make 
your big day unforgettable.  When you 
are ready to get started visit www.all-
celebrations.ca to create your wishlist.

1. Venue Essentials
Tents and Canopies: If you’re plan-

ning an outdoor wedding, tents and 
canopies are a must. They provide 
shelter from unpredictable weather and 
create a cozy, intimate space. All Cel-
ebrations provides 34' hexagons tents, 
as well as 20x40 and 20x20 tents.  We 
can combine these to accommodate 
150 guests or more.   Generally, we 
setup your tent 2 - 5 days before your 
wedding allowing time to perfect your 
decor and setup.  In Ontario, tents are 
subject to the Ontario building code.  
All Celebrations is happy to provide 
you with contact information for your 
local building inspector as well as the 
documentation required to complete 
your building permit application. 

Tables and Chairs: From rustic har-
vest tables to cruiser tables and vine-
yard chairs to garden chairs, the right 
tables and chairs set the tone for your 
reception. Don’t forget about special-
ty seating like lounge furniture for a 
relaxed vibe or Chiavari chairs for a 
touch of elegance.

2. Decorative Elements
Linens and Drapery: All Celebra-

tions provides majestic linens, back-
drop and drapery that can elevate the 
look of your venue. Choose from a va-
riety of colors, textures, and patterns 
to match your wedding theme. Our 
team can also create stunning back-
drops to highlight your head table or 
to section off different areas of your 
venue.

Lighting: Lighting plays a crucial 
role in setting the mood. Consider op-
tions like string lights, chandeliers, 
and uplighting to create a warm and 
inviting atmosphere. For a more dra-
matic effect, use spotlights to high-
light key areas like the dance f loor or 
cake table.

Centrepieces:  Candles and Lan-
terns: Perfect for creating a warm and 
intimate atmosphere. Options include 
votive candles, pillar candles, and 
lanterns in various styles and sizes. 
Vases and Glassware: From simple 
glass vases, to chimneys to elaborate 
candelabras, these can be filled with 

f lowers, stones, or even floating can-
dles to create a stunning centerpiece.  
Themed Decor: For themed events, 
you can find centerpieces that match 
your specific theme, such as vintage, 
books, or holiday-themed items.

3. Dining and Catering
Dinnerware and Glassware: El-

egant dinnerware and glassware are 
essential for a sophisticated dining 
experience. Choose pieces that com-
plement your overall theme, whether 
it’s elegant wine glasses for a classic 
look or sleek, gold silverware for a 
posh feel.  All Celebrations has many 
glassware, f latware and dinnerware 
options!

Serving Equipment: Ensure your 
wedding servers have everything they 
need with the right serving equip-
ment. This  may includes chafing 
dishes, beverage dispensers, and serv-
ing trays. Don’t forget about barware 
if you’re planning to have a cocktail 
hour or open bar.  

4. Entertainment and Extras
Dance Floors: A dance f loor is a 

must for any wedding reception. Our 
classic wooden floor supported by our 
fast deck base makes for a beautiful 
area underneath the starts or in your 
tent.  We can also create a monogram 
or wedding logo for the centre of your 
dancefloor!

Concession Machines:  Up the fun 
at your wedding, rent our slushie ma-
chine or add cotton candy for your 
guests!  All Celebrationscan also as-
sist with late night snacks including 
popcorn.

5. Practical Considerations
Restrooms: If your venue doesn’t 

have adequate restroom facilities, 
consider renting luxury portable re-
strooms. These come equipped with 
all the amenities your guests will need 
and can be a lifesaver for outdoor wed-
dings.  All Celebrations is happy to 
put you in touch with our recommend-
ed vendors.

Generators: Ensure you have a reli-
able power source for all your lighting, 
sound, and catering needs. Renting a 
generator can prevent any unexpected 
power outages from disrupting your 
celebration.

Mobile Bar:  Farm or tent weddings 
may benefit from a themed or luxu-
ry mobile bar service, or refrigerated 
trailers.  

All Celebrations is here to help you 
select the right wedding rentals, you 
can create a beautiful and memorable 
event that reflects your personal style. 
We will work with you to ensure all 
your needs are met and to make your 
wedding day as stress-free as possible.
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519-842-4671 info@doorworld.ca doorworld.ca

PROVIDING FIRST-CLASS DOOR INSTALLATION
AND REPAIR SERVICES IN SIMCOE FOR BOTH
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

PROVIDING FIRST-CLASS DOOR INSTALLATION, REPAIR 
SERVICES, AND LOCKSMITHING SERVICES IN SIMCOE, 
TILLSONBURG AND SURROUNDING AREAS FOR BOTH 

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

519-842-4671 info@doorworld.ca doorworld.ca
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PROVIDING FIRST-CLASS DOOR INSTALLATION
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519-842-4671 info@doorworld.ca doorworld.ca

SPORTS

We Are Helping Your Friends & Family

519-544-HOME
67B Tillson Ave., Tillsonburg

www.wiltshirerealty.ca

Bryan Wiltshire**
519-318-0736

Amanda Wiltshire*
519-777-8801

Cam Hughes*
519-852-5431

Craig Todt*
519-550-5212

Melissa McDonald*
519-688-6916
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Brianne Guralski*
519-983-7885

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Travel 
made easy.

ST. MARYS  •  NEW HAMBURG 519-284-2332

Junior Gemini open with 16-0 football victory

Glendale High School kicked off its 
TVRA football season with a senior/
junior doubleheader in Tillsonburg on 
Thursday.

A senior Gemini comeback fell just 
short in a 35-28 loss to College Avenue 
Secondary School. The junior Gemini 
shut out CASS 16-0.

Junior football
Guided by quarterback Carver Schott, 

the junior Gemini scored on their first 
drive, scoring with a James Strathern 
touchdown. Glendale added a second 
touchdown in the third quarter, going up 
14-0 on a touchdown by Hezekiah Cato, 
then chalked up two points on a late safe-
ty.

“He (Schott) did well – he was kind of 
getting pretty beat up because he’s play-
ing both ways, quarterback and lineback-

er, so he gets in a lot of action,” said Gem-
ini junior coach Jordan Fitzpatrick. “That 
might be something we have to adjust go-
ing forward.

“The second years, they’ve had that 
year of learning. Now they are ready for 
that next step and some of them end up 
playing both ways for us. It’s a hard game 
to pick up. Further into season, we can 
some more guys in better places and not 
have as many guys going two ways. But 
at the start of the season, having two-way 
guys, its’s pretty crucial having that foot-
ball IQ.”

The junior Gemini travelled to London 
Thursday, Sept. 24 to play Saunders.

“I think we’ve got a lot of promise this 
year, I’m really looking forward to it,” 
said Fitzpatrick. “Lots of talent on of-
fence, a lot of talent defensively - donut 
on the scoreboard today, that’s what you 
like to see. Coach Scott Hamilton ‘s doing 
a great job with the D.”

Senior football
The Tillsonburg Gemini seniors lost 

their TVRA Williamon Division open-
er 35-28 to College Avenue Secondary 
School on Thursday, Sept. 17.

Glendale trailed the visitors 16-6 at 
half-time.

“A bit of a slow start,” said Glendale se-
nior football coach Sean Van Beers. 

“Once we got going - kind of woke up 
in the second half – we got the offence 
going, everything was moving fine. The 
boys stayed strong, came back and got it 
within one (touchdown). Almost recov-
ered an onside at the very end of the game 
– they (CASS) knocked it out of our hands 
at the last second.

“So they stayed in the game right un-
til the very last play. The defence played 

great. We had four offensive turnovers, 
kind of left our defence in a rough spot.

“First game of the year, nobody quit, 
and we stayed healthy,” Van Beers smiled. 
“We’ve got a good squad. We’ve got a 
real, real big team, lots of linemen. Thirty 
on the roster and I think 12 linemen, so a 
good crop of big guys, which is amazing.”

The senior Gemini had a big game com-
ing up in Week 2 with a trip to London 
Saunders on Wednesday, Sept. 24.

“That’s going to be tough, they are the 
Tier 1 team that came down this year,” 
said Van Beers.

“A good group, they’re working hard. 
We’ll do our best in the city next week, 
then we’re back here at home against East 
Elgin (Thursday, Oct. 2, 11 a.m.), that’s 
always a big game too.”

CHRIS ABBOTT

Post Correspondent

(CHRIS ABBOTT PHOTO)

(CHRIS ABBOTT PHOTO)

Junior Gemini quarterback Carver Schott runs for a first down Thursday against College 
Ave. 

Junior Gemini James Strathern cuts against the grain trying to elude a CASS tackle. 
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It’s time to take a fresh look at your financial strategy
I believe when it comes to your financial future, you deserve a
personal relationship and professional advice.

Mark Bruder
Financial Advisor

32 Brock Street West
Tillsonburg, ON N4G 2A2
Bus. 519-842-4382 • Cell 866-536-6844
mark.bruder@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.ca/mark-bruder

Sharon Jacques, CFP®
Financial Advisor

32 Brock Street West
Tillsonburg, ON N4G 2A2
Bus. 519-842-4382 • Cell 519-639-2651
sharon.jacques@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.ca/sharon-jacques

The seasons are ending quick as two 
more titles were settled last week

Foldens Machine Works took home 
the Ladies’ A Championship, meanwhile 
Sticky Bandits were the winners of the 
Men's C title.

Ladies A Division
Foldens Machine Works came from be-

hind and walked off the Jays in extra in-
nings to claim their first A title. The key 
to their successful run was their hitting 
throughout their order and the utilization 
of their bench.

Foldens Machine Works-9,  Jays-8
Foldens-Jen Cadman 3-4; Jenn Dahl 2-3.
Jays-Maddi Obar 3-3; Brandi Cook 3-4.
Game Synopsis-This game, the final in 

the series, featured some outstanding de-
fensive plays by the Jays. Brandi Cook 
and Maddi Obar completed a tip-drill 
catch, and third baseman Kristen Cadotte 
reached over the third base line fence to 
make a great snag.

Foldens scored a pair in the seventh to 
force extra innings. The Jays plated two in 
the top half of the eighth  Foldens rallied 
in their half with Jen Francis walking it 
off with the game winning-hit.Kim Gillis 

pinch-hit double key in the rally. 
Men's A Division
Legend Rubber Cobra Chickens find 

themselves just one win away from their 
first-ever title as they took the first two 
games of their series with an experienced 
Mill squad who won't go down easy. Leg-
end took the opener in walk-off fashion 
and piled on the offence in the second 
game winning by sixteen. 

Legend Rubber Cobra Chickens-16,  
The Mill-15

Legend-Caleb Reimer 4-5; 2 HR; Ethan 

Fehr 3-4; Marcus Peters HR.
The Mill-Jeremy Roy 4-4, HR; Billy 

Wilson 3-4; Bryan Deblaire 2 HR.
Game Synopsis-The Mill had an eight-

run lead after four complete innings in the 
series opener. Legend waited until the sev-
enth to get their offence going, winning it 
with a walk-off homer from Caleb Reimer,  
his second homer in the game.

Legend Rubber Cobra Chickens-36,  
The Mill-20

Legend-Marcus Peters 6-6; Brian Dyck 
6-6, HR; Wyatt Blatz 2 HR; Caleb Reimer 
HR; Nathan Froese HR; Ethan Froese 2 
HR.

The Mill-Jeremy Roy 4-4, 2 HR; Billy 
Wilson 4-4, HR; Tim Morgan HR; Bob 
Evans HR.

Game Synopsis-The winne’s scored runs 
in every inning but the fourth in game two 
of the series.  They scored 18 over their fi-
nal three at-bats. Matthew Reimer scored 
six runs on the night. 

Men’s B Division
This series finally got going on Thurs-

day night and the youth movement was 
definitely on display as At My Playground/
IQT Logistics used their speed on the base 
to pressure the Pelicans defence into some 
costly errors. They took the opener by 12.

At My Playground/IQT Logistics-25,  
Pelicans-13

A.M.P.-Marshall Baker 5-5; Duncan 
McLean 5-5, HR; Brandon Balazs HR; 

Remi Dejaegher HR.
Pelicans-Brandon Travers 3-3; Nick 

Wilson 3-3.
Game Synopsis-Nine of A.M.P.'s 10 bat-

ters scored at least one run; Duncan Mc-
Lean hit for the cycle, Brandon Balazs and 
Remi Dejaegher each homered, tripled 
and scored three runs.

Men's C Division
Sticky Bandits shocked first-place 

Townline Eqt Inc Smokin Aces sweeping 
them in three to capture their first title in 
their inaugural season. 

Sticky Bandits-17,  Townline Eqt Inc 
Smokin Aces-8

Bandits-Nicky Knelsen 4-4; Logan Fro-
ese 3-4.

Townline-Corny Reimer 3-4; Daniel 
Unger 3-4.

Game Synopsis-The Bandits scored 
runs in every inning in the game two win. 
Nicky Knelsen reached and scored in all 
four plate appearances. 

Sticky Bandits-20,  Townline Eqt Inc 
Smokin Aces-14

Bandits-Ivan Enns 4-4; Conner Friesen 
4-4.

Townline Eqt-Daniel Unger 4-5; Johnny 
Janzen 3-4.

Game Synopsis-Bandits kept their of-
fence rolling as they once again scored 
runs in every inning but one of game 
three, Conner Friesen scored four runs for 
the winners.

EYE
ON
SLO-
PITCH

DAVE WEAVER

Post Columnist

Foldens Machine, Sticky Bandits win their division titles

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Folden’s Machine Works were the winners of the Tillsonburg Slo-Pitch Ladies’ A Division. Team members are, left to right: (back row)
Lisa Howey, Kim Gillis, Monica Barnes, Andrea DeBlaire, Amber Woolgar, Trisha McKenzie, Jen Francis, Jen Kichler, Ashley Aker, Mack 
Brackenbury, Mel Redecop. (front row) Sandy DeKeyser, Danielle Swart, Jenn Dahl, Nancy Teixeira, Mandi Vickers, and Jen Cadman.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
The Sticky Bandits were winners of the Men’s C Division. Teams members were, in no par-
ticular order: Caleb Enns, Ivan Enns, Makaio Thiessen , Logan Froese, Andrew Wiebe, An-
drew Knelsen, Nicky Knelsen, Conner Friesen, Bowen Thiessen, Austin Reddekopp, Tyson 
Krahn and Michael Wiebe.
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Golfers needed for tournament to support Glendale High School

More golfers are needed to play in the 
Fore Our Gems golf tournament held 
this Saturday.

Organized by Friends of Glendale, the 
tournament proceeds go to assist with 
the cost of high school programs not 
covered by board of education funding. 
The group was started three years ago 
by Scott Gooding, Emily Sage, Miran-

da Davis, Rebecca Hailey and Sidney 
Lauszus.

“With the lack of funding for stu-
dent activities throughout the province, 
we decided there was a need to help as 
much as we could with different things” 
Gooding said. 

Athletics is the most expensive ex-
tra-curricular, and Friends of Glendale 
has assisted with costs of equipment 
for football, soccer, rugby, swim, and 
badminton. Assistance isn’t restricted 

to robotics though. Last year, Friends 
of Glendale helped with funding for the 
robotics team, supporting house council 
and student council. This year, plans are 
to launch a scholarship for graduating 
Glendale students. 

“We aren’t rolling in the money. We’re 
not building up too much yet but hope-
fully in the future that will happen,” 
Gooding said.

The golf tournament, which starts at 
8 a.m. on Sept. 27 at Oxford Hills Golf 

Course, is the only fundraiser the group 
has so far. Cost is $110 and includes 
lunch. 

Gooding looks to the school support 
programs at Emily Stowe in Norwich 
and Delhi District Secondary School, 
saying he hopes for other fundraisers as 
well, but there is also a need for more 
volunteers. 

E-mail friendsofglendale@gmail.com 
for more information on the golf tourna-
ment or volunteer opportunities.

JEFF HELSDON

Editor

Thunder open the season with Oxford Cup tradition

The Tillsonburg Thunder continued 
the tradition of opening their season 
with the Oxford Cup, a home-and-home 
series against Tavistock.

The Friday game was in Tillsonburg.  
The game started quietly with not much 
intensity.  That quickly changed as Tav-
istock and the Thunder started remem-
bering the old rivalry.  Sebastian Guast-
adigsegni from Tye Johnston opened the 
scoring at 14:31 of the first period.  Tav-
istock took a 2-1 lead in the second with 
goals from Deven Kropf and Lucas Bast.  
Luke Sinclair from Sebastian Guasta-
digsegni and Justin Abraham evened 
it up for Tillsonburg on the power play 
in the third that put the game into over-
time.  Robert Maclean tipped a beautiful 
pass from Roberts and Abraham to win 
the game.

Admission to the game was a donation 
to the Tillsonburg Helping Hands Food 
Bank.  This is the 18th year that the 
Thunder have donated.  This year, $440 
cash and about 200 pounds of food was 
donated by the fans.  The Tillsonburg 

Thunder and the Food Bank thank you 
for your donations!!

Game Two was on Saturday night in 
Tavistock.  The game was competitive 
till the end of the second but the experi-
ence of the Royals took over in the third, 
Tavistock taking the game 6-2.  The fi-
nal score for the two-game Oxford Cup 
was then 8-5 Tavistock.  

Many of the players were playing for 
spots on both teams.  Final selections 
are being made in the next two weeks.  
A final roster will be finalized then.

It has been a challenging off-season 
this year.  The Thunder are in the pro-
cess of rebuilding with young talent.  
This is a fast and competitive team how-
ever and we expect exciting games.

The October games for the Thunder 
are all away games.  They play Seaforth 
on Oct. 4 at 7:30, Dunnville on Oct. 11 
at 8:00, Elora on October 17 at 8:30, and 
Erin on October 25 at 7:30.  The Thun-
der home opener is on Nov. 1 at 7:30 
against the Tavistock Royals, where the 
Thunder hopes to avenge the Cup loss.

MIKE HOLLY

Post Contributor

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Sebastian Guastadigsegni scored the opening goal of the season to put the Thunder ahead of the Tavistock Royals 1-0 in the Oxford Cup, 
Tavistock won the two-game series, which is decided by a cumulative score from both games.

The fans attending the Tillsonburg Thunder donated $440 in cash and about 200 pounds 
of food as admission to Saturday’s game. Left to right are: Veronica Holly, Frank VanHeck, 
Kathy Holly, and Joan Wilson.

We want to hear from our community!
info@tillsonburgpost.com

Tillsonburg Post is available for free 
in print and online:

www.tillsonburgpost.com
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Your local, full-service
heating, ventilation, and

air conditioning technicians
Servicing residential communities and

industrial businesses in the Tillsonburg,
Delhi, Aylmer, Ingersoll, and 

surrounding areas.

Established 1961 • Locally Owned

oldridge@execulink.com
www.oldridgeheatingcooling.ca

519-688-2947

PRESENTS

A Tribute to

STEELY DAN
Friday September 26thFriday September 26th

Doors open 6:30 PMDoors open 6:30 PM
Show starts 7:30 pmShow starts 7:30 pm
Market Centre Theatre Market Centre Theatre 

22 Reeve Street, Woodstock22 Reeve Street, Woodstock
All tickets are $39.50All tickets are $39.50

Order on-line at:Order on-line at:
theatrewoodstock.comtheatrewoodstock.com

pretzellogic.ca

Licensed
Event

Tillsonburg hosts annual Take Back the Night to 
raise awareness of gender-based violence 

Take back the Night march returned to Oxford County 
last Wednesday, calling attention to femicide, domestic 
violence, and the need for better-funded women’s shel-
ters and prevention programs.

Sophie Foster, Public Education and Fundraising 
Coordinator for Ingamo Homes, hosted Take back the 
Night event last Wednesday, continuing the annual 
event that originated in the 1970s  

“For the people who attended tonight, I want them to 
leave with a sense of community in general of people 
coming together and that nobody is alone. There are 
people that care about them and rallying behind them,” 
said Foster. 

Currently, Oxford County has two women’s shelters. 
DASO (Domestic Abuse Services Oxford) operates as 
an emergency shelter with 17 beds and a 24-hour cri-
sis line for those in immediate need. As well, Ingamo 
Homes provides second-stage housing and outreach ser-
vices, offering women and children long-term support 
for up to two years while they work to get back on their 
feet. 

“The 1970’s felt like a long time ago but unfortunate-
ly, we are facing a lot of the same issues and some new 
ones as well,” said Foster.  “The number keeps rising 
and we can continue to experience not only physical vi-
olence, but we are also still seeing the numbers of fem-
icide go up. I think it’s about one woman a week that’s 
murdered in Ontario alone and the number is not going 
down.” 

More than 50 people gathered in downtown Tillson-
burg for the event, marching through the streets with 
speeches, calls to action, and handmade posters advo-
cating for change.

Foster says there needs to be more education on 
healthy relationships, emotional regulations and ways 
to cope with stress. 

“We need prevention and better response as well as 
more funding for women shelters and neither of them 

have seen an increase in funding since I was born, 
which was the mind of the 90s, and we just can’t meet 
the demands.” 

Take Back the Night is a global movement that be-

gan in the 1970s to raise awareness of gender-based vi-
olence. Communities worldwide hold marches, rallies, 
and events to empower survivors, promote safety, and 
advocate for prevention and support services

ALEX HUNT

Post Contributor

(ALEX HUNT PHOTO)
Tillsonburg streets came alive with the Take Back the Night march. Kelly Spencer was one of the speakers during an 
informative evening. Sophie Foster, public education and fundraising coordinator for Ingamo Homes, says that violence 
against women is only going up and more needs to be done.

Oxford Branch of Ontario Ancestors is dedicated toOxford Branch of Ontario Ancestors is dedicated to
promoting genealogical and family history researchpromoting genealogical and family history research
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Every year on the second Sunday of 
September, individuals across Cana-
da gather at local soccer clubs, running 
tracks, community centres, parks, or 
roadways. They arrive with early morn-
ing smiles and carafes of coffee. They 
came last year and the year before that 
and the years before that. They are the 
volunteers for the annual Terry Fox Run 
for Cancer Research. 

This year, Sunday, Sept. 14, marked the 
45th time they have come together to wel-
come participants to this inspiring world-
wide event.

The organizers of Tillsonburg’s Terry 
Fox Run converged at the Tillsonburg 
Soccer Club in the early hours of Sunday. 
There, Shelley Weiler, the run’s organiz-
er since 2019, directed her committed 
team of volunteers to set up and oversee 
the event, an annual tradition since 1989. 
In its 36-year history, Tillsonburg has 
missed only one run and has run consecu-
tively since 1998, raising a combined total 
of $450,000. 

Weiler had high praise for this year’s 
fundraising efforts by local business-
es Systemair and Inovata Foods. Both 
entered company teams for the run and 
raised close to $18,000 between them. 
She also thanked local businesses for 
their continued support.

Musical entertainment was provided by 
Stunt, a local duo who performed a Bare-
naked Ladies tribute for the audience. 
Denise Haley led a rousing rendition of 
Oh Canada to begin opening ceremonies. 
Andrew Englander of Attain Health led 
the approximately 120 participants in a 
great warm up exercise with twists, lung-
es and even jumping jacks. 

The run included both newcomers and 
familiar participants from all over the 
area. The event is free to all with 3, 5 and 
10 km routes, well marked and marshalled 
by smiling volunteers. 2025’s volunteer 
roster numbered in the thirties and as the 
annual event grows, Weiler sees opportu-
nities to engage the younger generation 
with meaningful and concrete action. 

“In a morning you can change a per-
son’s life, make a real difference. We’ve 
helped survival rates increase from 25-

60 per cent and more in certain cancers 
– that is a powerful message to those who 
feel powerless in the face of this disease. 
This year’s Tillsonburg Terry Fox Run 
has raised $30,750.00 and counting… 
That is roughly $1.45 for every citizen of 
Tillsonburg, surpassing Terry’s original 

goal of raising one dollar for every Ca-
nadian. We’re going to get there. We’re 
going to finish what Terry started. We are 
going to finish it.”

Donations to specific runs may be made 
until the end of the year by visiting www.
run.terryfox.ca.
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(SUBMITTED PHOTO))

Ontario investing in Oxford’s critical infrastructure needs
The Ontario government is investing $8,750,412 to help 

renew and rehabilitate critical infrastructure across Ox-
ford. The funding will be delivered through the 2026 On-
tario Community Infrastructure Fund (OCIF) as part of 
the government’s more than $200 billion capital plan to 
protect Ontario by building key public infrastructure that 
will  strengthen the economy and keep workers on the job 
in the face of tariffs and economic uncertainty.

"Investing in local infrastructure is essential to build-
ing strong, healthy, and vibrant communities,” said Er-
nie Hardeman, MPP for Oxford. “This more than $8.75 

million in funding will help municipalities across Oxford 
maintain and improve critical infrastructure like roads, 
bridges, and water systems. These are projects that di-
rectly impact the quality of life for residents and support 
economic growth. I’m proud to see this investment going 
where it’s needed most and will continue advocating for 
the long-term needs of our communities." 

The allocations for 2026 are: County of Oxford - 
$5,597,673; Tillsonburg - $487,252; Woodstock - $781,439; 
Ingersoll - $346,945; Blandford - Blenheim - $439,568; 
East Zorra -Tavistock - $144,189; Norwich - $489,671; 

South-West Oxford - $253,567 and Zorra - $210,108.
In 2026, Ontario will allocate $400 million in OCIF 

funding to help 423 small, rural and northern communi-
ties address critical infrastructure such as roads, bridg-
es, water and wastewater systems. The minimum grant 
amount for municipalities will increase to $125,000 from 
$100,000. Funding allocations are based on a formula that 
accounts for the different needs and economic conditions 
of each community. Communities may accumulate fund-
ing for up to five years to address larger infrastructure 
projects.

SUE HEALEY

Post Contributor

Terry Fox Run a success

Jitney Afternoon – Oct 14 – 1:00 to 3:00 pm

Youth Try Curling – Oct 14 – 6:00 to 7:00 pm

Try Triples Curling – Oct 14 – 7:00 to 8:30 pm

Adult Try Curling – Oct 15 – 7:00 to 8:00 pm

Stones & Scones – Oct 16 – 10:00 to 11:30 am

Brooms & Brews – Oct 17 – 7:00 to 9:00 pm

Try Curling Week
October 14 - 18

Check out the club’s website for more information
on all Try Curling events
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MUSIC CORNER

BEN ANDRESS

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

UPCOMING SHOWS

• Live Entertainment • Karaoke • NTN Trivia
• Fundraisers • Birthdays • Anniversaries

• Meetings • & More

Fresh made foods, in house smoked meats and 
lot of love, just like Mom used to make.

79 Broadway St, Tillsonburg
519-842-6227

Jay Rawk brings his one-man band sound to The Copper Mug

Local Norfolk County 
musician Jay Rawk is bring-
ing his unique live-looping 
performance to Tillsonburg 
on Saturday, Sept. 27 to 
The Copper Mug. Known 

for his powerful interpre-
tations of emotional songs 
and his carefully crafted 
sound setup, Jay is quickly 
becoming a standout in the 
local music scene.

“Everyone has called me 
Jay Rawk, Rock or Rocky 
for a long time, just kind 
of stuck with me through-
out the years,” he says. “No 
birth name. I do not put that 
out there.”

Behind the name is an 
artist who has built a dis-
tinctive performance style 
around both acoustic and 
electric guitar, creating a 
layered sound that rivals a 
full band. 

“I mainly use a Taylor 
112 acoustic guitar for most 
of the songs I do. I have a 
live looping setup on a big 

pedalboard,” Jay explains.
Jay will not spill the se-

cret of his birth name but 
he will go into full detail 
explaining how he gets his 
exact sound. 

“For the acoustic chain 
I use a Boss TU-3 tuner 
pedal, into a BOSS OC-5 
octave pedal, into a Fender 
smolder acoustic overdrive 
pedal, into a Boss RV-6 
reverb pedal ,into a Boss 
VE-8 vocal harmony ped-
al with chorus and modu-
lation effects options, into 
a BOSS RC-300 looping 
station and drum machine 
with digital delay effect op-
tion.” 

His set up for electric gui-
tar is just as detailed. “My 
electric guitar is a Les Paul 
with the same setup while 

adding a Boss BD-2 Blues 
driver pedal, into a Boss 
DS-1 distortion pedal, into 
a Boss ML-2 metal core go-
ing into a Donner noise gate 
pedal,” Jay explains. “I will 
be adding on in the near 
future with bigger and bet-
ter pedals for overall tone. 
With all these features ,it 
makes it easy to create the 
one-man band sound that 
sets me apart from a lot of 
other performers.”

That sound fuels a setlist 
that balances raw emotion 
with nostalgic energy. 

“I usually pick songs that 
I grew up with or songs 
that hit me in the face,” Jay 
notes. “I love playing emo-
tional songs. Sad songs are 
by far my favourite. My 
roots are the 80s and 90s 

but my love is early 2000s 
music.”

Alongside covers, Jay is 
beginning to lean into orig-
inal material as well. 

“I’m actually writing 
more than usual now and 
working on arranging 
some songs to record,” Jay 
mentions. “I’m still in the 
process of learning about 
audio interfaces and the 
computer side of music, but 
I’m excited to learn.”

While recording is on 
the horizon, his priority re-
mains the stage. 

“I will continue to play 
live shows all throughout 
the next year and will be 
grinding as usual.”

Jay Rawk will be us-
ing his skills to help raise 
money for the Norfolk Lit-

tle People’s Day Care on 
Wednesday, Nov. 1 by pro-
viding live entertainment 
for the Langton Firefighters 
Association’s fourth annu-
al Halloween dance at the 
Langton Community Cen-
tre.

Music fans can also catch 
Jay Rawk’s unique set live 
this Saturday, Sept. 27th at 
The Copper Mug in Till-
sonburg where his looping 
skills and emotional de-
livery promise a night of 
music that feels bigger than 
one man on stage. Doors 
open at 8:30 p.m. with no 
cover charge. For more 
information and upcom-
ing events you can follow 
Jay Rawk on social media 
at www.facebook.com/
jayrawkstar

SEPT. 25 - OPEN MIC W/ BILLY GIBBONS
Paddy's Underground
No Cover - 7:30 p.m. - All Ages/Licensed

SEPT. 26 - SUGAR KINGS
The Copper Mug
No Cover – 8 p.m

SEPT. 27 - JAY RAWK
The Copper Mug
No Cover - 8:30 p.m.

OCT. 2 - OPEN MIC W/ BILLY GIBBONS
Paddy's Underground
No Cover - 7:30 p.m. - All Ages/Licensed

OCT. 4 - ANDY COLONICO W/ ADDI JOHN
Paddy's Underground
$15 – 8 p.m. - All Ages/Licensed

OCT. 4 - STUNT 
The Copper Mug
No Cover - 8:30 p.m.

OCT. 10 - 50+ KARAOKE
Tillsonburg Senior Centre
1:30 p.m.

OCT. 11 - IAN BW
Paddy's Underground
$15 – 8 p.m. - all ages/licensed

OCT. 15 - EUCHRE NIGHT
The Copper Mug
6:30 p.m.

OCT. 18 - BACK TO THE 50'S CONCERT
St. Paul's United Church
$50 - 2:30 p.m. - All Ages

Missed an issue? View all past issues online anytime:
www.tillsonburgpost.com

definite styles
hair salon

39 brock street w,
tillsonburg

(519) 842-6336
definite
styles400 Simcoe St., Tillsonburg

SEPT 22 –
OCT 13, 2025

Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 26

By Jake Grant
1. �What is the capital of 

China?
2. �Which TV show 

follows the lives of the 
Bluth family?

3. �What device uses 
sunlight to tell time?

4. �What kind of food is 
an olive?

5. �What is the outer 
layer of a tooth 
called?

6. �What is Beyoncé's 
last name?

7. �Where does "the 
Muffin Man" live, 
according to the 
nursery rhyme?

8. �When the stock 
market is performing 
well, it's called a 
____ market?

9. �Charlie Kirk was 
assassinated in what 
state?

10. �Who does Meghan 
Markle play in 
"Suits?"

We want to hear from our community!
info@tillsonburgpost.com



Tillsonburg Post16 September 25, 2025

Missed an issue?
View all past issues online anytime:

www.tillsonburgpost.com

TOWNSHIP OF NORWICH  NEWS

Norwich township councillors have sig-
naled their support for township and Ox-
ford County staff to develop tighter rules 
around additional residential unit (ARU) 
applications, especially to curtail unwanted 
issues of swapping.

Oxford County policy planner Hanne 
Yager gave an update to Norwich coun-
cillors at the Sept. 9 council meeting re-
garding a review of changes made in ARU 
policy to reflect new provincial legislation 
enacted in recent years.

One of the main areas of concern for plan-
ners and councillors alike are what is de-
scribed as a “swap.” Essentially this means 
when an ARU becomes a principal dwell-

ing. While Yager said there’s “no inherent 
problems” with these types of situations, 
they can be used in ways that go against 
the intended purpose. When that happens, 
it can have negative consequences on the 
township’s and county’s agricultural land.

“ARUs are intended to provide afford-
able housing options, not a second single 
detached dwelling. Therefore, ensuring an 
ARU is secondary and subordinate to the 
principal dwelling has beneficial impacts 
for the agricultural reserve,” Yager said.

A review of ARU applications made 
since the new zoning rules came in place 
found nearly 40 per cent involved a swap 
and most were occurring in the agricultural 
reserve.

“Applications involved in a swap are 
more likely to request relief for both max-

imum gross floor area and distance from 
the principal dwelling compared to appli-
cations not involved in a swap,” Yager said.

In some cases, these requests for relief 
are significant, but even when it’s minimal, 
Yager said the cumulative effect is signifi-
cant.

“I think at the end of the day the concern 
is not with the act of swapping if they are 
meeting the intent of policy criteria, but 
what we’re finding through the research in 
a consolidated basis is that not only is re-
lief more frequent for swaps but the amount 
of relief is becoming larger than compared 
to cases where swaps are not happening," 
Yager said.

Norwich councillors acknowledged it’s a 
concern locally.

“The swaps that we’ve been talking about 

where the new building is bigger than the 
old building, it does seem to me that that’s 
contrary to the intent of the legislation,” 
said Coun. Karl Toews.

Staff are looking at some potential chang-
es, including shifting how ARU scale and 
lot coverage is calculated. They’re also 
looking at updating definitions to get more 
certainty around things like distances and 
rules for driveways.

Toews said he was happy to see staff are 
looking to address the issues, saying it’s a 
balancing act.

“We have an issue with the housing crisis, 
we have to safeguard the use of our farm-
land, especially in Oxford, but we also…
have to be sure that we’re safeguarding the 
small town character of villages like Nor-
wich,” he said.

Planning rules for additional residential units to be updated
LUKE EDWARDS

Post Contributor

 
Royal Canadian Legion Varnavair Branch 153 Tillsonburg would like to thank the 
following Sponsors that helped make our 2025 Legion Golf Tournament a 
success: 

Arpan Khanna, MP Oxford  JLH Computing  Tillsonburg KIA 
APC Auto     Kelsey’s Road House Trinkets 
Absolute Respiratory   Lubricare   The Mill 
Beres Butchery & Catering  Making Good Spirits Tillsonburg Dental Centre 
Bank of Montreal    M & J Tire Craft  Tillsonview Fairways 
Boston Pizza    M & M Food Market The Country Table 
Coward’s Pharmacy   Metro Tillsonburg  TKO Karate 
Car Quest Auto Parts   Midas Muffler  Tillsonburg Retirement Centre 
Copper Mug     McFarlan Rowlands Tillsonburg Memorials 
Century 21-David LaPointe  McDonalds   Tuan the Barber 
Canadian Tire    Nu Decor   Tranquility & Spa 
Coyle’s Country Store   Napa    Military History Club 
Danbrook Auto    Orkin Canada  Verhoeve Funeral Home 
Detailz Plus     Oxford Source Sports Vernes Carpet One 
Degroote Hill    3E Power Services  VLG Insurance 
Domino’s Pizza    Poultry Specialties  Wards Automotive 
Dr. Arnel Optometrist   Pizza Hut   Zehr’s Tillsonburg  
East Elgin Concrete   Pharmasave 
Edward Jones Financial   Queen’s Cafe  SPECIAL THANK YOU TO 
Family Pet Store    Royal Glass & Mirror    Branch 153 Ladies Auxiliary  
First Ontario Credit Union  RONA Tillsonburg       for excellent food! 
Flooring Canada    Roulston’s Pharmacy 
Horvath Auto Parts   Sobeys Tillsonburg 
Hogarth Insurance    Shopper’s Drug Mart 
Home Hardware    Stauffer Motors 
Indigo Lounge    Station Arts 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 
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WELCOME

TO THE TEAM

E: alayna@paretrealty.com

C: 226.567.7041

We are excited to officially welcome Alayna

Fournier to Coldwell Banker G.R. Paret

Realty  Brokerage as our newest sales

representative! She brings a passion and

strong commitment to client care to help

people find their dream homes. With

dedication, local knowledge, and a drive to

succeed, she is ready to guide buyers and

sellers through every step of the real

estate journey.

ALAYNA FOURNIER

Sales Representative

124 Broadway, Tillsonburg

tillsonburgpost.com

226.261.1837heather@granthaven.com

Given any thought of showcasing 
customer success stories or 
testimonials in a regular feature? 
This can improve your brand and 
demonstrate customer satisfaction. 
I can help.

Woodstock Ingersoll EchoSt. Marys Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Goderich SunSTRATFORDTIMESThe Paris Independent
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Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 153, Tillsonburg, 
in partnership with the 
Tillsonburg Military 
History Club, were proud 
to have launched the Me-
morial Veteran Banner 
Program in 2023. 

A total of 121 banners 
have been installed to 
date with the banners 
being displayed on Vet-
erans Parkway until after 
Remembrance Day. This 
program is an exciting 
opportunity to celebrate, 
educate, and acknowl-
edge the sacrifices that 
our service personnel, 
both past and present, 
have made so that we can 
live in peace and enjoy 
the freedom we have to-

day. The first phase has 
been tremendously suc-
cessful and truly a com-
munity effort. Thanks 
goes out to all family 
sponsors, The Town of 
Tillsonburg, Tillson-
burg Hydro and the ini-
tial sponsors, The Lions 
Club of Tillsonburg and 
The Rotary Club of Till-
sonburg.

To further pay tribute 
and provide a powerful 
symbol of collective grat-
itude, we are launching 
the second phase of our 
veteran banner program 
in collaboration with The 
Tillsonburg Post. When 
one views the banners, 
you may wonder what 
their story might be with 
the people honoured. 
With the support of the 
sponsor families, we will 

bring these stories to you 
and plan to publish week-
ly an image of the banner 
along with a brief (50-100 
words)background of the 
veteran. 

Applications for the 
2026 program will be 
accepted up to June1, 
2026 by contacting Di-
anne Hodges at veteran-
bannerprogram@gmail.
com . The most asked 
question is the criteria 
required to participate in 
the program. It’s open to 
all veteran families in the 
Tillsonburg community 
that have veterans, de-
ceased and or active ser-
vice members who have 
served or are currently 
serving in the Canadian, 
Allied or Commonwealth 
forces including the Mer-
chant Marine.

The Senior’s Sampler event, held at the Tillsonburg 
Senior Centre on Sept. 15, was a great success. Eighty-
five tickets were sold and eight vendors served a vari-
ety of sample menu items to attendees. 

"There was a lineup of people at the door, but it ran 
really smoothly, especially for a first-time event," said 
Michelle Wegg, Program Coordinator, "and lots of 
people asked if we'll do it again." 

Wegg looks forward to planning next year's event.
Vendors included SnackRite, The Olive Eatery, The 

Mill, Heart to Home Meals, Sobeys, Indigo Lounge 
Eatery, The Copper Mug, and Good Pud. Patrons re-
sponded enthusiastically to the event, noting the good 
value, the great variety, excellent food choices, flavour 
combinations and generous portions.

"It was really nice to hear how many seniors were 
trying new items and new restaurants that they've nev-
er had before," Wegg said, "and most people ended up 

leaving with food." 
Gathered around tables, people enjoyed the social as-

pect of the event as well and mentioned that it was a 
great opportunity to catch up.

SnackRite owner John Araoye was pleased by the 
turnout and how many people were willing to try his 
meat patties, spiced rice and puff puffs, noting that 
some people came back for more. 

"People loved it; the spice, the taste, they enjoyed 
it," he said, "and people were happy to know that we 
make the food fresh, so we can control the spice in it 
according to taste."

Many patrons commented on Indigo's delicious to-
mato basil soup with aged cheddar, but their taster 
platter also included Nepalese dumplings, Thai cashew 
quinoa salad on cucumber crackers and a sesame noo-
dle shot. Proprietor Kelly Spencer said that there was 
"really good feedback and lots of menus were taken."

Heart to Home Meals brought a variety of their des-
sert items which were also popular, and Sobeys ap-
preciated the opportunity to introduce some of the 

prepared foods that are available in the store, serving 
chicken pot pie, maple glazed ham, scalloped potatoes 
and mini donuts. The Mill served chicken parmesan, 
and The Copper Mug served meatloaf, pulled pork and 
apple crisp.

Good Pud owner Sarah Senior said that the event 
was "a really nice opportunity to meet members of the 
community and let them sample what we have." Their 
core range of Belgian chocolate desserts were a big hit. 
She added that "it was great for me as a business owner 
to meet others and try their food and build more con-
nections with other food businesses." 

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

A crew with Tillsonburg Hydro Inc. started the annual task of erecting the 121 banners in 
the veteran banner program to pay tribute to those who served our country in both world 
wars, and in the military since the end of the Second World War. Linesman Kyle Jacob was 
using the bucket truck to erect the first of the banners on Friday morning.

Owner of The Olive Eatery, Val Valanti (left) and head cook 
Giecelle Sanjose (right) serve up Greek spanakopita and 
chicken souvlaki with homemade tzatziki at the Senior’s 
Sampler event.

(ROBIN KRAFFT PHOTO)

Tantalizing taste testing at the Tillsonburg Senior Centre

ROBIN KRAFFT

Post Contributor

Patrons sample the eclectic, delicious dishes and socialize at the Tillsonburg Senior Centre. (ROBIN KRAFFT PHOTO)

Veteran banner program is being expanded
FRANK MOORE

Post Contributor
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Kinsmen revamp banks under Lake Lisgar bridge
The Kinsmen Club of Tillsonburg re-

cently made good on a previous pledge 
to Frank Kempf of the Lake Lisgar Re-
vitalization Project to restore both banks 
of the lake under the Kinsmen/Hawkins 
Bridge. 

The club secured the necessary tim-
bers, a donation from Triple M Demo-
lition who were working to remove the 
Kinsmen Bridge over Participark .The 
timbers were to be used to create new 
walls to stabilize the banks.

Kinsmen Pat Carroll and Walt Ellen-
berger, supported by Frank on the Kin-
ship 1 barge, unloaded the timbers at the 
boat ramp and floated them up to the 
work location.

They were then joined by George Mills 
of Greenline Earthworks who used some 
real agility on a mini excavator (provid-
ed by East Elgin Concrete Forming) to 
work his way down the steep incline on 
the east side of the bridge.   

There he was able to excavate a path-
way parallel to the water’s edge to dig out 
the old logs and place the new timbers. 
They were drilled and secured with rebar 
and tension bars into the soil before the 
installation of filter cloth and backfill-

ing.
Kinsmen’s projects are always sup-

ported by companies in town. Some of 
the equipment used was provided by 3E 
Power Services and Tillsonburg Equip-
ment Centre. The surplus rebar used was 
provided to the club by the Periscope 
Playhouse in Port Burwell.

The following day, the Kin crew tack-
led the west side and were re-enforced by 
new member Graham Griffiths. This day 
the mini ex was operated by Nick Nagy 
from Greenline, and he also created a 
pathway for the machine to the bottom.

Again, a track to safely operate the 
mini had to be excavated into the hill 
while the club members cleared the foli-
age and brush before a starting point for 
the timbers could established. Some ex-
tra cutting and fitting around the corners 
was required on this side. It was a long 
day but gratifying for the club members 
for a job well done.

Before the tools were even packed 
away in the trucks, the kids were asking 
if it was okay to use the new fishing plat-
forms.

Greenline Earthworks and EECF are to 
return to the lake to re-establish the stone 
covering and create suitable pathways 
for the anglers to access the new 50-foot 
fishing benches formed by the timbers.

PAT CARROLL

Post Contributor

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

The timbers used to shore up the banks of Lake Lisgar under the bridge have provided a 
new fishing platform. Next on the list is work to improve access to the platform.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Volunteers with the Kinsmen Club have been working under the Lake Lisgar bridge to 
reinforce the banks. The first step for this was to remove the old timbers with an excavator 
and then get the new timbers into place.

Heating and Cooling Solutions
SOLD, INSTALLED, AND SERVICED HERE

5 Third Ave., Simcoe, ON

brodysmechanical.com
(519) 428-4102

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

tillsonburgpost.com
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500 ML400 G

6 X 235 ML500 G

SAVE. EVERYDAY. COWARD!
165 BROADWAY STREET, TILLSONBURG

519-842-4081 • FREE DELIVERY WITH PRESCIPTION

HOURS: OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 - 9
SATURDAY 9 - 5:30, SUNDAY NOON - 4

PRICES IN EFFECT SEPTEMBER 25TH TO OCTOBER 9TH

ASSORTED SCENTS1 L

3 X 99 G85 G

$699

$299

$1099$549

$169

$699 $1299

WAGLER MAPLE WAGLER MAPLE 
SYRUP SYRUP 

SWEET SIXTEEN SWEET SIXTEEN 
CANDYCANDY

ARVA FLOUR MILL  ARVA FLOUR MILL  
BEER BREADBEER BREAD

COUNTRY HOME COUNTRY HOME 
CANDLE AIR CANDLE AIR 
FRESHENERSFRESHENERS

UNCLE BOBS UNCLE BOBS 
MICROWAVE MICROWAVE 

POPCORNPOPCORN

LISTERINE ULTRALISTERINE ULTRA

DROSTE MILK DROSTE MILK 
CHOCOLATECHOCOLATE

ENSURE  ENSURE  
NUTRITIONAL NUTRITIONAL 
SUPPLEMENTSUPPLEMENT

$299

A WINNER ON TWO FRONTS
It could be said that Verne’s Carpet One owners Dave Martin and Shawn Winters put 
their money where their mouth is after receiving the Community Service Award at last 
week’s Tillsonburg District Chamber of Commerce annual awards. Known only to a 
select few in the audience, the business planned to make a donation to the Tillson-
burg District Memorial Hospital Foundation’s annual campaign, which they did after 
receiving their award. Left to right are: Nadia Facca, president TDMH; Martin, Winters 
and Gerry Dearing, CEO of the hospital foundation. See next week’s Post for complete 
coverage of all the award winners.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Tillsonburg Post is available for free
in print and online:

www.tillsonburgpost.com
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Agricultural Construction

DESIGN-BUILD

HELP WANTED

Looking For A Career
in Construction?

Join Our Team
If you enjoy Carpentry & Framing

We are looking for you.

Willing to Train Enthusiastic Candidates
Must be neat, tidy and work well with others.

Send Resume To Henry@bremans.ca
Or Call Henry @ 519-535-1080

Free Friendly Bridge Games

All ages from 10 to 100
All levels from novice to expert

Lessons for learners
Friendly competition for all

Light refreshments

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm
Tillsonburg Community Centre -

Senior Centre door

Hospital program provides new potential path home

Tillsonburg District Memorial Hospital 
(TDMH) new transitional care unit pro-
vides the right level of care while patients 
await discharge.

In fiscal year 2023/24, TDMH experi-
enced increased emergency department 
(ED) volumes and high inpatient occu-
pancy rates, ranging from 135-150 per 
cent. This led to backlogs of admitted 
patients in the ED, prolonged average 
lengths of stay (ALOS), and increased 
wait times within the ED. TDMH was 
operating over capacity with an average 
of 12 unfunded operational beds open 
daily, peaking up to 16 beds. The hospi-
tal was often in an access and flow ‘code 
gridlock’. 

As background, TDMH is considered a 
small rural community hospital, and has 
34 acute medical surgical beds, 10 Com-
plex Continued Care beds, and six Level 
Two Advanced Intensive Coronary Care 
beds. 

After discussion with the regional office 
on the access and flow challenges, TDMH 

successfully received funding support 
to open a Transitional Care Unit (TCU) 
within the hospital. The TDMH Founda-
tion generously supported capital equip-
ment needs for the unit. On April 1, 2025, 
the 12 bed TCU unit opened for alternate 
level of care- long term care (ALC-LTC) 
patients waiting for placement, where 
discharge home was not thought to be a 
safe option. The TCU was to be a short-
term solution to allow patients to receive 
the ‘right level of care’ while they were 
awaiting their discharge destination. 

The model allows ALC-LTC patients 
within the hospital to be cared for in a 
dedicated unit designed to meet their 
care needs. The unit staffing model in-
cludes nursing, personal support workers 
(PSW), physical and recreational therapy, 
and medical oversight. TCU patients re-
side in rooms set up to feel at home, with 
access to common spaces for socializa-
tion. 

The TCU model includes a physiothera-
pist assessment to develop a patient treat-
ment plan aligning with discharge goals.  
A physiotherapist assistant/occupational 
therapist assistant provides individual or 
group exercise classes, and a recreation-
al therapist provides recreational inter-
ventions to enhance socialization, en-
gagement and emotional well-being five 
days a week. An occupational therapist 
is available as needed to complete func-
tional assessments related to activities of 
daily living.  

A TCU Standards of Care and Docu-
mentation policy was created to support 
senior-friendly nursing, PSW, and reha-
bilitation practices on the unit, outlining 
evidence-based standards of care and 
practices.  The TCU team fully embraced 
best practices in ALC, delirium quality 
standards and senior friendly care. Initia-
tives such as congregate dining promote 
social engagement and help establish a 
structured daily routine, both essential 
for seniors’ well-being. 

Standardized screening and risk assess-
ments are completed on the unit, with 
particular attention to daily monitoring 
for fall risk, cognitive changes (using the 
Confusion Assessment Method), and skin 
integrity (using the Braden Scale). Pa-
tients benefit from a variety of therapeu-
tic programs tailored to the needs of older 
adults, including horticultural therapy, art 
and music, as well as physiotherapy pro-
grams like Movement Matters and Move 
On, all aimed at maintaining mobility, in-
dependence, and cognitive function. 

The TDMH Team received feedback 
from a family member highlighting the 
success of the initiative: “The care my 
mother received was excellent! Everyone 
was so caring, respectful, and treated my 
mom with dignity. Before she arrived at 
TDMH, she was assessed and deemed a 
candidate for LTC.  After being at TCU, 
she improved to such a degree that she 
was able to move up to the level of mov-
ing into a retirement residence instead. 

TDMH should be proud of their new unit 
and the amazing staff who give such great 
care to all the patients.” 

The TCU was co-designed with front 
line team members and patient advisors 
to inform processes and meet the princi-
ples of patient and family centered care. 
Setting the model of care to be restorative 
in nature meeting all ALC and older adult 
leading practices through team education 
has been pivotal to the unit’s success.  Due 
to the high level of restorative care provid-
ed in the TCU, patients have gained more 
independence and discharge destinations 
have been altered from LTC to retirement 
home or home. Due to the high number 
of TCU discharges, the acute inpatient 
access and flow pressures have success-
fully reduced inpatient occupancy rates. 
Overall, the success in opening this TCU 
demonstrates the hospital setting can be 
adapted to meet the needs of ALC-LTC 
patients, achieving high quality care out-
comes at lower care costs than acute care.

Thanks to TDMH team members An-
gela Stuyt and Brooke MacPherson for 
their contributions to both this article and 
the implementation of this great new pro-
gram at TDMH. TDMH is proud that this 
was shared in the September edition of 
the Ontario Hospital Association “Health 
System News” which is seen across On-
tario.  The September edition focused on 
Reimagining Care through Integrated 
and New Models of Care. https://www.
oha.com/news

APRIL MULLEN

Chief Nursing Executive, Vice-President Clinical Services

HOSPITAL 
HAPPENINGS
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PHARMACY CARE
After thanking her dedicated team, local leaders, the BIA, colleagues, her family and 
the community, Shoppers Drug Mart pharmacist/owner Christin John, with scissors, 
cut the red ribbon at the new pharmacy care clinic. The clinic will provide another 
health care option for Tillsonburg residents.

(ROBIN KRAFFT PHOTO)

A presentation by the Tillsonburg Mili-
tary History Club has an appropriate top-
ic for the day it’s being presented.

Eric Story, an adjunct professor at Wil-
fried Laurier and Western Universities, 
will be presenting Fighting Injustice - In-
digenous People in Canada’s Great War 
on Sept. 30, the National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation. The presentation 
will be at the Tillsonburg Legion, start-
ing at 7 p.m.

“Since it’s on the National Day for 
Truth and Reconciliation, the idea is to 
tell a different story about the First World 
War than we’re used to hearing, which is 
a focus on British-born white people,” 
he said. “This story is going to look at 
how Indigenous People experienced the 
war similarly, and also differently, then 
British-born communities did during the 
war.”

Story has written a number of articles 
on this topic over the years and taught 
about it as well.

He said the talk will detail reasons In-
digenous People enlisted with the Cana-
dian Expeditionary Forces, which were 
not a lot different than the reason anyone 
enlisted. Story named a desire to “pur-
sue adventure and escaping the boredom 
of Canadian life” as motivators. He said 
many Indigenous people had recently 
signed treaties with the king and felt a 
strong relationship with the Monarchy. 

However, Indigenous soldiers faced 
discrimination on the lines. When they 
returned home, they faced further dis-
crimination, not being allowed to collect 
pensions and still not being allowed to 
vote. 

“Many thought if they proved them-
selves on the battle field they would be 
rewarded with the ability to vote after-
wards,” Story said.

An admission fee applies to the event.

JEFF HELSDON

Editor

Military history club 
speaker to speak about 
Indigenous people in war
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Find balance, restore peace, and walk with
purpose in your life and relationships.

1-on-1 personalized 
lessons with chess 

expert Andrew 
Leliveld. 

chess@untilted.ca
249-358-0708

www.untilted.ca

TRI-COUNTY REALTY INC
BROKERAGE

Local Agents supporting local 
organizations since 1992.

Each office independently owned and operated.

565 Broadway St
Tillsonburg, ON N4G 
3S8
Phone: 519-842-7351

565 Broadway St, Tillsonburg
519-842-7351

As soon as I was born, I was taken 
from my birth mother and put into fos-
ter care. Three months after I was born, 
I was taken to the home of Rose and 
Ralph Knowles, who adopted me.

And right now, I can hear you ask, 
“What the heck does this have to do with 
travel?”

My answer: I have always known 
those facts about my life – although 
only in the past few years have I discov-
ered the identity of my birth mother, and 
met seven siblings I never knew about. 
But knowing that I had been given up 
for adoption has always been part of my 
life, and has shaped who I am.

“But,” you say, “remember the travel 
part?”

Yes. One of the most impactful desti-
nations I have ever visited is the Nation-
al Indigenous Residential School Mu-
seum of Canada, in Portage la Prairie, 
Manitoba. This is not a destination that 
entertains; it’s one that informs, edu-
cates, enlightens and changes you from 
the inside out.

I have often heard people wonder why 
Indigenous people seem so focused on 
residential schools. It is not rare to hear 
the phrase, “That was in the past. Can 
we just move on?”

And that’s where my birth story con-
nects, for me, at least. Because those 
circumstances have been a real, living 
part of me all my life. And my story of 
loss is pretty insignificant compared to 
the tragedies that residential schools 
brought upon thousands of Native Ca-
nadians.

And their story is not ancient history. 
Touring the Residential School Muse-
um, we were reminded that the last resi-
dential school closed only 29 years ago! 
Most of you, reading this, were adults 

while the government of Canada and a 
number of churches were still operating 
institutions that were founded, accord-
ing to the deputy superintendent of the 
Department of Indian Affairs, “to con-
tinue until there is not a single Indian 
in Canada.” Residential schools were 
intended as a means to steal the identi-
ty of all Native Canadians, to “assimi-
late” each and every one, in the words of 
Prime Minister Sir John A. McDonald.

Compare those stated intentions with 
the mission statement of today’s Resi-
dential School Museum: “A place where 
people can learn, share, heal, and move 
forward.” The museum and its staff are 
committed to that process.

Our guide was Farah Houle. She led 
us through small rooms in the museum 
– which was once the “Portage la Prairie 
Indian Residential School,” founded in 
1916 and in operation until 1988. Each 
room contains exhibits that reveal the 
unfolding history – often synonymous 
with “unfolding tragedy” – of the people 
of the First Nations.

I learned that from the 1800s, until 
1951, residents on reserves were re-
quired to have an official government 
permit simply to leave the reserve. I 
learned that the massacre of buffalo was 
not just a ridiculous blood sport, but an 
organized effort to cause the extinction 
of native people.

I saw pictures of kids being transport-
ed in cattle trucks from their homes to 
residential schools. Farah described the 
rounding up of native kids as “Pick and 
Go.”

One display case held three straps of 
different weights, all used to adminis-
ter punishment by school officials. The 
least heavy was for children eight years 
and younger. The many reasons for such 
punishment included speaking their na-
tive language, or talking to a sibling. In 
fact, our guide said, “If you spoke your 
language, you got a pin through your 
tongue.”

Farah says, “They were taught not to 
love each other.” Which laid the founda-
tion for very troubled lives.

A very telling display is found in the 
dining room exhibit, where the table for 
priests and nuns was laden with fish, 
meat, fruit and vegetables, while the 
children got oatmeal. And, added Farah, 
“They had to eat it even if there were 

bugs in it.”
Perhaps the most shocking exhibit is 

a simple, empty baby’s crib. Farah ex-
plained that this is in memory of babies 
born to young girls in the school, babies 
fathered by priests and teachers, babies 
who were then murdered to hide the ev-
idence, and whose bodies were inciner-
ated.

What is truly amazing about the mu-
seum is that, in spite of the horrors on 
display, there is an overriding invitation 
to find hope. But first, we need to learn, 
then to heal, only then to move forward. 
The exhibits include artworks that cap-
ture both suffering and joy.

We thought that the best example of 
the need to know the past to move to a 
positive present was our guide, herself. 
She told us, “I was raised by a residen-
tial school survivor, and I wondered why 
he didn’t say, ‘I love you.’ Now, I know 
why.” She added, “People need to know 
what happened. I’m going to continue to 
tell the story of those who never made it 
home alive.”

And while Farah said that part of the 
story is “how religion was forced on the 
children,” she also shared that she con-
tinues to be a practicing Christian – to 
me, an incredible, living example of for-
giveness and faith.

Clearly, the Residential School Mu-
seum is not a destination you will visit 
if you’re looking for entertainment. But 
this is a place that will change your life 

more than a thousand visits to Canada’s 
Wonderland. And as a guy who has dis-
covered how one’s personal, childhood 
history impacts the rest of your life, I 
could not recommend it more highly.

Paul Knowles is an author and trav-
el writer, and Past-President of the 
Travel Media Association of Cana-
da. To contact Paul about travel, his 
books, or speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net. 

PAUL KNOWLES

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

OH,
THE 
PLACES 
WE’LL 
GO!

History, hurting and healing

Farah Houle, our guide at the National In-
digenous Residential School Museum of 
Canada.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

The sculpture "Healing Shoes" by Genevieve Lavasseur features ceramic shoes made 
from mud from four residential school sites in Manitoba. There are 152 sores – one for ev-
ery year from the signing of the first treaty to the year the artist created the work, intended 
"to honour lives lost and lived" at the institutions.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)



September 25, 2025 23Tillsonburg Post

Nominate your pet to be Pet of the Week by emailing info@tillsonburgpost.com

PET OF THE WEEKRIDDLES

WORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

Solutions on Page 26

I change my coat from green to gold, then 
let it go when days turn cold. What am I? 
Leaf 
 
Round and orange, carved with a grin; by 
candlelight I glow within. What am I? 
Jack-o’-lantern 
 
I stand in a field with button eyes; I guard 
the corn from hungry spies. What am I? 
Scarecrow 
 
I’m warm and soft with sleeves that 
squeeze; you pull me on when nips the 
breeze. What am I? 
Sweater 
 
I’m tiny and brown with a cap on my head; 
plant me now for oaks ahead. What am I? 
Acorn 
 
Sip me hot with spice and cheer; I taste 
like orchards every year. What am I? 
Apple cider 
 
You’ll wander my walls and look for a way; 
left, right, dead end—come back another 
day. What am I? 
Corn maze 
 
I’m a circle of light in a crisp night sky; I 
rise in autumn, big and high. What am I? 
Harvest moon 
 
I crackle and glow as stories are told; 
gather ‘round when nights turn cold. What 
am I? 
Bonfire 
 
I scratch and scrape across the lawn, 
chasing colors that have gone. What am I? 
Rake

FALL DAYS

PUMPKIN

HARVEST

LEAVES

CORNMAZE

SCARECROW

ACORN

BONFIRE

CIDER

HAYRIDE

GOURDS

SWEATER

CHILLY

MAPLE

THANKFUL

AUTUMN

Fall Word Search

E  P  L  N  A  T  H  A  Y  R  I  D  E  M  A  P  L  E  Z  A

O  G  I  Y  I  V  L  J  Q  V  I  E  G  O  U  C  R  L  M  C

C  I  X  P  R  P  N  G  E  R  B  P  U  M  P  K  I  N  U  O

Q  P  W  V  C  T  C  T  F  Z  B  E  F  L  E  A  V  E  S  R

Q  E  F  H  A  R  V  E  S  T  W  B  S  O  T  A  H  V  M  N

D  D  V  S  W  M  A  S  L  A  I  J  N  N  G  D  G  W  C  F

Z  K  A  V  S  Y  Z  Y  B  O  N  F  I  R  E  I  G  L  I  C

B  B  U  F  F  M  R  D  A  W  M  S  E  G  Y  K  A  A  D  H

K  I  B  O  U  P  O  X  U  J  Z  N  F  O  O  E  N  P  E  I

M  F  H  S  V  F  B  L  G  M  M  E  Y  U  W  H  J  X  R  L

T  H  A  N  K  F  U  L  Z  B  I  M  I  R  N  S  G  Y  J  L

F  M  E  T  G  K  I  R  Q  X  P  J  S  D  J  S  Q  G  A  Y

A  T  O  S  C  A  R  E  C  R  O  W  U  S  F  W  V  Z  E  R

U  U  F  T  O  D  B  N  G  K  P  Y  D  G  E  E  J  Z  P  Q

T  V  C  W  R  K  H  L  K  X  D  J  F  C  A  A  S  G  L  G

U  T  R  T  N  U  F  A  M  D  U  C  U  F  J  T  Z  L  N  Q

M  B  H  C  M  Q  S  V  X  W  D  C  S  Z  P  E  T  T  P  E

N  O  V  F  A  W  R  Z  I  I  Y  A  P  R  M  R  B  Q  H  V

P  A  Q  M  Z  A  T  U  O  P  L  M  O  Z  F  G  O  B  J  I

P  Z  H  T  E  P  V  W  K  J  S  N  K  S  R  U  V  A  D  J

Words to Find:

Pumpkin
Harvest
Leaves
Cornmaze
Scarecrow
Acorn
Bonfire
Cider
Hayride
Gourds
Sweater
Chilly
Maple
Thankful
Autumn

SKYE & STORM
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LET’S FALL INTO COUNTRY MUSIC WITH THE 
INGERSOLL COUNTRY MUSIC JAMBOREE
at the Masonic Hall, 190 Thames St., Ingersoll, 1-4 p.m. every 
other Friday.
October 3, 17 & 31, November 14 & 28, and December 5.
Join us. Walk ins welcome. Qualifications, love 50-70’s country 
music, perform, listen, dance, and enjoy.

HAM AND SCALLOPED POTATOES DINNER
at the Tillsonburg Legion
Friday, September 26: 5-6 p.m.
Includes dessert, tea, and coffee. Cash only $18 per person. All 
Welcome. For more info call 519-842-5281.

KEN LIGHTHEART AND THE NORTHSHORE 
RAMBLERS
at the Tillsonburg Legion
Friday, September 26: 1-4 p.m.
$7 entry. All Welcome!

The Ingersoll Rotary Club is proud to host THE 2025 
INTERNATIONAL SOFTBALL CONGRESS (ISC) 
MEN'S FASTBALL TOURNAMENT
in Ingersoll September 26-28 at Victoria and Garnet Elliott 
Parks.
Games begin 7 p.m. Friday. See some of the best league teams 
vying for a berth into next year's World's ISC Championship 
Tournament in Kitchener, Ontario in August 2026. At press 
time, registered teams are Georgian Bay, Sebringville, Saugeen, 
St. Thomas, Puslinch, Wiarton, Waterdown, Jarvis, Walton and 
Kitchener.

OTTERVILLE’S LIVING HISTORY RE-ENACTMENT
Sat. Sept. 27: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sun Sept. 28: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Candlelight Tour Sat. at 7 p.m.
Skirmish Sat. at 2 p.m. & Sun. at 1 p.m.
225422 Main St. W. Otterville
SNHS Food Booth
Admission by donation

OTTER VALLEY TAI CHI
Free Class/Open House
Monday, September 29: 9-10 a.m.
St. John’s Anglican Church,
46 Ridout St. W., Tillsonburg
Enjoy gentle exercise with others as you work to improve 
flexibility, balance and stamina. Call 519-688-9779, 
email ottervalley@canadiantaichiacademy.org, visit 
canadiantaichiacademy.org (a registered non-profit Canadian 
charity)

MESSY CHURCH AND "AN APPLE A DAY" EVENT
October 4: 10 a.m.-12 noon.
St.Paul's United church 88 Bidwell St., Tillsonburg. 
Crafts,music,games,story,snacks and lunch. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

LYME DISEASE: WHAT IS HAPPENING IN 
ONTARIO?
Saturday, October 4: 2 p.m. 
The Edison, Vienna & Area Museum, 6209 Plank Rd, Vienna
Dr Andrew Peregrine from the University of Guelph will 
speak to the prevention of Lyme Disease, the ticks that 
cause it, how to prevent it. Further info if needed email 
bayhamhistoricalsociety@hotmail.com
This is a free event and made possible by our members that 
volunteer at Jackpot Time, St Thomas Ontario!!

THE DO-OVERS BAND FROM LONDON IS AT THE 
TILLSONBURG LEGION
on Saturday October 4: 8 p.m. -12 a.m.
Come dance to all your favourite country and rock hits. Check 
them out at www.doovers.ca. Advance Tickets $15. All Welcome!

ROTARY BOOK FAIR
The Tillsonburg Rotary Club is holding it's fall book fair at 
the Tillsonburg Mall from Monday, October 6 to Saturday, 
October 11. Give your used books, CD's and puzzles a new 
home!  Help the environment by bringing your own bags to take 
home your purchases. 

TILLSONBURG SNOOKER LEAGUES AND 
SHUFFLEBOARD START OCTOBER 7
If you are interested in playing please drop in to the Tillsonburg 
Legion Canteen Tuesday thru Saturday between 1 and 5 pm 
for more information! Must be 19 and over.

OXFORD PHILATELIC SOCIETY CIRCUIT BOOK 
FAIR
October 25: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Church of the Epiphany, 560 Dundas Street, Woodstock 
Ontario N4S 1C7
Free Admission & Parking
Stop in and buy some stamps and meet fellow stamp collectors. 
About 8 participating stamp clubs.
Contact: Don Eaton dhfe@silomail.com
Website: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford

CHRISTMAS WITH COMMUNITY LIVING
Friday, December 5 – Free will donation.
St. John’s Anglican Church,
46 Ridout Street West, Tillsonburg, Ontario
Join us, with our friends from Community Living, to start the 
Christmas season off with Christmas music and a good old Carol 
Sing. Christmas treats for all.

MODERN SQUARE DANCING IS FOR YOU!
Looking for something to do in the evening or something new 
to try? Modern square dancing is a great way to learn something 
new, have fun, meet new friends, relieve stress, and get some 
exercise!  At Thames Valley Dance Club, we dance on Monday 
nights from 7 - 9 p.m.  All you need is comfortable shoes and 
casual clothing. No experience or partner is required and anyone 

over the age of 12 is welcome (children from 12-15 with an adult, 
please). The 2025-2026 season has started at the Ingersoll 
Pipe Band Hall, 108 Wonham St. S. Ingersoll.  The first night 
is free, and after that the cost is $7.50 per person each Monday, 
paid monthly at the start of the month. For more information, 
contact Julie at 519-535-3314.  Hope to see you on Sept 8th at the 
Ingersoll Pipe Band Hall!

INTERESTED IN BRIDGE?
Join us every Friday at the Tillsonburg Duplicate Bridge 
Club at 1 p.m. at The Senior Centre. Don’t have a partner? 
Come anyway and we will match you up with someone.  For 
more information, visit their Facebook page: TburgBridge.

TILLSONBURG LIONS
The Tillsonburg Lions meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. 
You are invited to their dinner meetings in the Lion's Den at 
the Community Centre. If you are interested in giving back 
to your Community contact Jim at 519 409 0876 for more 
information.....all are welcome.

OXFORD GRIEF CARE:
FREE Monthly Grief Support Group
Register at: oxford.griefsupport@von.ca or 519-539-1231 Ext 
6299 or 6296

TILLSONBURG
WHEN: 2nd Tuesday of every month
WHERE: VON Oxford Office 24 Brock St. W., Tillsonburg
TIME: 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.

INGERSOLL
WHEN: 4th Tuesday of every month
WHERE: Ingersoll Public Library 130 Oxford St., Ingersoll
TIME: 10:30 a.m. –12 Noon

WOODSTOCK
WHEN: 3rd Saturday of every month
WHERE: Sakura House Hospice 715180 Oxford Rd.4, 
Woodstock
TIME: 10:30 a.m. –12 Noon
MEMBERS GENERAL MEETING
1st Wednesday of every month
Starting at 7 pm
Not a member contact us to join
The Wagner Memorial Teeterville Legion Branch 526. 3890 
Teeterville Road, Teeterville, Ontario. For More Information 
Call, the Legion 519-443-5588
https://www.teetervillelegionbranch526.ca

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP AT 
ONE OF OUR EVENTS? WE WELCOME YOU!
The Wagner Memorial, Teeterville Legion Branch 526
3890 Teeterville Road, Teeterville, Ontario
You do not need to be a member to Volunteer, Just contact 
the legion and leave your name and number and purpose 
of your call. Someone will get back to you as to where you 
might be needed. Students and Adults welcome. Open hours. 
Wed.-Fri. 3 pm-10 pm, Sat.1 pm-10 pm, Sun.1 pm-6 pm. 
For More Information call, the Legion at 519-443-5588 or 
teetervillelegionbranch526.ca

COMING EVENTS
SPONSORED BY

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH FELLOWSHIP 
CLUB PRESENTS:
OKTOBER FEST+
BACK TO THE 50'S CONCERT
October 25: 2:30 p.m.
88 Bidwell St., Tillsonburg
Non-alcoholic beer, live music, food. $50 advanced 
ticket sales only. Join us after the concert for authentic 
German food + fellowship. Contact Dianne Parnell @ 
519-871-3454 or stpaulsaots84@gmail.com.

25 Spruce St., Unit 10, Tillsonburg, ON
Open Monday to Saturday 10 AM to 5 PM | Closed Sundays

Your liquidation destination!
Shelf pulls and overstock.

15,000 sq.ft of everyday items.
Come on in a have a browse!
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COMING EVENTS
OXFORD PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Meetings: 2nd Tuesday (2-4 p.m.) and 4th Tuesday (7-9 p.m.)
September to May
Church of the Epiphany, 560 Dundas Street, Woodstock 
Ontario N4S 1C7
If you have never belonged to a stamp club, now's the time. 
Meet new friends, grow your knowledge and collection. 
Contact: Don Eaton dhfe@silomail.com
Website: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford

CWL RUMMAGE SALE
St. Mary's Church in TILLSONBURG,
corner of Venison and Rolph Streets. 
Saturday, October 18:  9 a.m. until 1 p.m.  
A large selection of clothing and footwear for the entire family. 
Houseware, glassware, linens, home decor, paintings, toys and 
trinkets. Christmas decor, jewelry, books and much more. Find 
us in the fully accessible church hall.  
Everyone is welcome.  Admission is free. Please bring a bag (or 
two) to bring home your treasures.

JOB FAIR+
Thursday, October 2: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
Tillsonburg Community Centre, 45 Hardy Avenue
MORE than your average job fair. The Job Fair+ in Tillsonburg 
is a great place to network and make local connections!  Meet 
employers that are actively recruiting, training providers 
offering exciting career opportunities, and community partners 
to help you on your path.

Rotary Club celebrates 75 years in Tillsonburg
The influence of the Rotary Club is 

visible throughout Tillsonburg. From the 
Rotary Clock Tower downtown to the An-
nandale track and Theatre Tillsonburg to 
the less-obvious influence on the individ-
uals in the community through the inter-
national student exchange, the group has 
made a difference.

To celebrate its anniversary, the Till-
sonburg Rotary Club is holding a 75th 
anniversary gala celebration at the end of 
October at the Tillsonburg Soccer Club. 
A committee comprised of club president 
Gloria Aykroyd and members John Gil-
vesy and David Vallee is organizing the 
event.

“I think it’s going to be an interesting, 
fun evening,” said Vallee, who is the chair 
of Tillsonburg Rotary’s fundraising com-
mittee.

Although the program isn’t finalized, 
one of the features will be three guest 
speakers who are students in the Master's 
of Peace and Conflict Studies program at 
the University of Waterloo. The Rotary 
District Peace Committee provides schol-
arships to students in the program annu-
ally, which the local club contributes to. 

“Peace is a cornerstone of the mission 
for Rotarians around the world,” Gilvesy 
said. “Rotarians believe when people 
work to create peace in their communi-
ties, that change can have a global effect.”

Gloria is a new Rotary member, but has 
a long history with the club and an in-
teresting story that involves her husband 
Bob, who has been a member since 1981. 

“Back in those early days Rotary didn’t 
allow women to join, but I was always by 
Bob’s side,” Gloria said. “Women were 
Rotary Anns.”

Gloria has been a Rotary Ann, which 
is a separate but related group, since Bob 
joined. 

Over the summer, the Aykroyds have 
been going through boxes of scrapbooks 
and Rotary history, looking back at the 
past 75 years.

Club history

The Tillsonburg Rotary Club was char-
tered on June 9, 1950, with 19 members, 
all of whom were male. These included. 
Dr. James Clark – father of present mem-
ber Brian Clark, Cyril Demeyere, W. H. 
Gibson, Dr. Charles Lee, and Bill Popham.

In 1952, the first Rotary show was pre-
sented. It started with a minstrel show 
and then evolved into the format local res-
idents may remember. The show moved 
from the former town hall, to the commu-
nity centre to Theatre Tillsonburg.

And speaking of Theatre Tillsonburg, 
Rotarian Tom Heeney was instrumental 
in establishing the present theater on Pot-
ters Road in the building that was former-
ly the Hungarian Hall. Gloria understands 
that the hall was purchased jointly by the 
Rotary Club and Theatre Tillsonburg.

In the late 1970s, the club started the 
Rotary phone check program.

“That’s where Rotarians would call el-
derly people who need a check-in call to 
ensure they were okay if they didn’t have 
family around,” Gloria said.

They saved a few people’s lives,” Bob 
added.

In 1955, when the community was rais-
ing money for Rotary Westmount School 
for what is now Community Living Till-
sonburg, the Rotarians raised $30,000 
for the cause. They also built the track 
at Annandale and contributed to the con-
struction of the Tillsonburg Community 
Centre. The area where the Tillsonburg 
Seniors’ Centre sits today was formerly 
the Rotary Wing. 

The clock tower was built in 1994 with 
the club selling “bricks”, which were the 
pavers around the tower with the donor’s 
name engraved. Club members hosted 
New Year’s Eve fireworks at the clock 
tower for years, but ceased due to rising 
costs. They ended up turning the clock 
tower over to the town because of in-
creased maintenance costs. 

One of the events the club is known for 
now is its semi-annual book sale in the 
Tillsonburg Town Centre, which dates 
back to 1976.

“People love it and it’s in demand so 
they’ll keep doing it,” Gloria said. “It’s 

just amazing the generosity of the people 
of Tillsonburg to allow the Rotary Club to 
have a wide selection of books.”

Three local Rotary members have made 
a mark at a higher level within Rotary. 
Don Watkins was district governor in 
1991, Gilvesy held that role in 2018-2019, 
and John Lohuis is currently assistant dis-
trict governor.

The exchange program
Vallee was a Rotary exchange student in 

1983-84, going to Sweden. 
“Rotary was a real springboard for me 

into more of an international life in poli-
tics, in communications,” he said, adding 
the program changed him. Vallee then 
went on to a career that included televi-
sion over the years. 

The Tillsonburg club became involved 
in the exchange program in 1968, and re-
ceived an award for 90 exchanges in 2014. 
After a hiatus due to COVID, Tillsonburg 
was back in the program this year. 

“I’m so excited we have an inbound and 
outbound Rotary Exchange student this 
year,” Aykroyd said, explaining a Tillson-
burg youth went to Germany and a Japa-
nese student is here. “It gets kids excited 
about learning about other places and oth-
er cultures. It just opens so much up for 
them.”

The present
Seeing the issue with homelessness lo-

cally, the local club members wanted to 
do something more than just the donations 
to the food bank and youth backpack pro-
gram they had been doing. The concept 
of having a food pantry that could “fill in 
the gaps” was born. The hope is that this 
pantry will be located by the Station Arts 
Centre in 2026. 

Club members are busy working on two 
fundraisers, the Rotary roses program run 
by Dave Palmer, and the duck race. 

Gloria has another goal for the club 
during her presidency. 

“As with many service clubs, members 
are getting older, and we certainly want 
people to become aware of Rotary,” she 
said. “The motto for Rotary is service 
about self. What can you do for Rotary 
and what can Rotary do for you.”

The club has dinner meetings on the 
third Monday of the month at the Salva-
tion Army church. 

“If people can see where they can carve 
out a few hours and see how they can 
make a difference in the community and  
beyond, they might be surprised,” she 
said. 

For more information on joining the 
club, or the dinner, the contact is gloria.
aykroyd@rotarytillsonburg.ca

JEFF HELSDON

Editor

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

This photo from the Tillsonburg Rotary Club’s archives shows the charter members of the 
club who gathered 71 years ago to launch it.

Tillsonburg Post is available  for free in print and online:
tillsonburgpost.com



Tillsonburg Post26 September 25, 2025

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ORANGE DOOR ACRES

A destination 
for Families and 

Foodies alike!

323804 Mt Elgin Rd, Mount Elgin
orangedooracres.ca

- Pasture Raised 
Chicken

- Highest 
Quality Seafood
- Local Cheese
- Ready-Made 

Meals
- Preserves,
and more!

JUNK REMOVAL

Residential and Commercial
Junk Removal and
Cleanout Services

Your Junk -
Our Journey To Give Back

haulitforward.ca
519-550-6350 Call/Text

Haulitforward@outlook.com

CONSTRUCTION

Interior Renovations
Exterior Upgrades

Residential and Commercial

ottercreekconstruction.com
519-983-2008 | dvan.occ@gmail.com

7 McGuire Cres, Tillsonburg

CUSTOM WINDOW COVERINGS

Blinds • Shutters • Rollers • Automation 
Free In-Home Consultation & Estimation!

17 BROCK ST EAST, TILLSONBURG
519-550-6770 • SHADES3.CA

Fast
Turn-

around
Time!

905-325-1189

Chris Imhoff
Owner

chris@contemporarypaintinganddesign.com
contemporarypaintinganddesign.comChris@ContemporaryPaintingandDesign.com

905-325-1189

Chris Imhoff
Owner

chris@contemporarypaintinganddesign.com
contemporarypaintinganddesign.com

Chris Imhoff
Owner
Main:

(548) 788-1189  
Mobile:

(905) 325-1189
905-325-1189

Chris Imhoff
Owner

chris@contemporarypaintinganddesign.com
contemporarypaintinganddesign.com

www.ContemporaryPaintingandDesign.com

PAINTING

SMALL ENGINES
Aylmer Small Engine Service

Generators, Lawnmowers,
Power Tools, Vacuums & More
416-824-6653 | 226-998-4565

aylmersmallengine@yahoo.com
257 John Street South, Aylmer

Ask for Larry

AUTO REPAIR
GEORGE’S

AUTO REPAIR
INC.

519 842-7058 • GEORGESAUTO.CA
10 Bridge St W., Tillsonburg

OPEN MON TO FRI: 8 AM - 5 PM

 Tire Services | Oil Changes
Maintenance & Repairs

QUIZ ANSWERS SUDOKU

Serving Tillsonburg, Woodstock & area

519-851-4960
oakridgecnc@gmail.com

CABINETRY

J O I N  O U R  T E A M  A S  A  
N E W S P A P E R  A D V E R T I S I N G  

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E !

Are you a motivated self-starter with a passion for
sales and marketing? Do you thrive in a flexible work
environment where you can set your own schedule? 
If so, we have the perfect opportunity for you!

Location: Work from Anywhere!
Schedule: Your Own Schedule
Type: Commission 

About Grant Haven Media: At Grant Haven Media, we
are committed to delivering top-quality news and
information to our readers. As a leading newspaper
company, we take pride in our dedication to
journalistic excellence and community engagement.
As we continue to grow, we're looking for enthusiastic
individuals to join our dynamic sales team.

WE ARE
H I R I N GH I R I N G

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  c o n t a c t
H e a t h e r  D u n b a r  a t :

h e a t h e r @ g r a n t h a v e n . c o m

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  c o n t a c t
H e a t h e r  D u n b a r  a t :

h e a t h e r @ g r a n t h a v e n . c o m

1. Beijing
2. �Arrested Develop-

ment
3. Sundial
4. A fruit
5. Enamel
6. Knowles-Carter
7. Drury Lane
8. Bull
9. Utah
10. Rachel Zane

tillsonburgpost.com

Keep your dollars in Canada to strengthen communities and support local 
businesses, including your local newspaper.

PUT YOUR MONEY 
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS Keep your dollars in Canada to strengthen communities and support local 

businesses, including your local newspaper.

PUT YOUR MONEY 
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS 

Keep your dollars in Canada to strengthen communities and support local 
businesses, including your local newspaper.

PUT YOUR MONEY 
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS 

Tillsonburg Post is
available for free

in print and online:
tillsonburgpost.com

http://www.contemporarypaintinganddesign.com
mailto:chris@contemporarypaintinganddesign.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

TREES
Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, 
pears, peaches, plums, sweet and sour cherries, 
apricots, nectarines, blueberries, haskapp grapes, 
raspberries, elderberries etc.  Lots of spruce, 
pine, cedars for windbreak and privacy hedges.  
Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers ready to go. Flower-
ing shrubs and much more. Mon-Sat 7:00am to 
6:00pm. Martin's Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd 
Wroxeter, ON N0G 2X0 (1 Conc. North of Wro-
exter on Belmore Line)

IN MEMORIAM

ERNIE TURNER
SEPTEMBER 28, 2024

Beloved husband, father 
and grandfather.

Deeply loved, deeply 
missed.

Barbara, Brad,
Elijah and Noah

LYNN
BUCHNER

It is with great sadness that we announce the 
passing of  Lynn Buchner (née Breen), who was 

lost to cancer on September 16, 2025. 

Lynn spent her 64 years giving to others—serving 
her community for three decades in municipal 

government and supporting her family as a 
loving mother to daughters Erin (Mike Nguyen) 

and Jill (David Gilvesy), and grandmother to 
granddaughters Bryce and Ellis, as well as her 
beloved grand-dogs. She was known for being 
dedicated and meticulous in everything she 

did—from writing policies and reports to making 
perfectly flaky pie crusts and beautiful quilts. 

There wasn’t a project she couldn’t tackle, and 
she inspired many with her determination and 

unwavering integrity. 

She will be dearly missed by her daughters, her 
brother Murray (Grace) Breen, sister Devona 

(Randy) Allin, as well as her nieces and nephews. 
She is predeceased by her father George Breen 
(2009), mother Elizabeth “Betty” Breen (née 
Sinden) (1995), and brother Richard Breen 

(Bertha) (2009). 

An intimate memorial will be held in her honour. 
Donations may be made to Woodingford Lodge 

or the Oxford County Library.

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

On September 19, 2025, the world truly 
lost one-of-a-kind. Born on March 21, 
1923, in a small cottage in the village 
of  Shotteswell, Warwickshire, England, 
Tom Boneham was a rare treasure. With 
only love in his heart, this kind and 
gentle soul made a lasting impression 
on everyone who had the honour of  
knowing him. He passed away at his 
home at the grand age of  102 “and a 
half ” exactly how he lived his life - very 
peacefully.
Lovingly remembered by his sister Joan 
Sheasby and her sons David (Reta) 
Sheasby and Micheal (Kate) Sheasby 
and family in England; nephews Andrew 
(Nancie) McAuley and family and 
Bryan McAuley; niece Rosemary (Mark) 
Fitzgerald and family. Also survived 
by extended family and many friends, 
including close friend Christine Grim. 
Predeceased by his beloved wife Cathy 
McAuley (1994) and sisters Hilda (2025) 
and Molly (1948).
A true English gentleman from humble 
beginnings, Tom worked on the family 
farm from a very young age. During 
WWII he served in the Home Guard 
from the age of  16 and later felt a duty 
to enlist. On his eighteenth birthday 
Tom joined the Royal Marines, following 
in the footsteps of  his father who had 
served during the First World War. He 
was assigned to the 5th Battalion after 
completing training but soon volunteered 

for ‘hazardous service’ and joined the 
newly formed Special Intelligence Unit, 
30 Commando. After being wounded 
and medically discharged, Tom was an 
honoured recipient of  the Italian Star, 
African Star and General Service Medal.
Tom went on to attend Southampton 
University to study electronics and 
subsequently worked for Marconi, 
testing radio transmitters for the R.A.F. 
In October 1952, he emigrated to 
Canada and settled in Toronto pursuing 
a career using his technical expertise 
with RH Nichols (9 years), then Weston 
Instruments (24 years). Eventually, 
Tom met his wife Cathy and moved to 
Mississauga. Whether going ballroom 
dancing or to the opera, soccer matches 
or horse races, theatre or travelling, or 
just staying home watching old classic 
movies or football on television, Tom 
always said, “every day with Cathy was 
fun”. The pair also joined a local Catholic 
Church where Tom later became a 
life long member of  the Knights of  
Columbus (Council #8668).
Years following Cathy’s passing, a new 
neighbour, Christine, moved in next door 
along with her dog and they soon became 
good friends. During this time Tom’s 
deep love of  animals and nature, his 
wide range of  musical interests, as well 
as his talent for storytelling and reciting 
Shakespeare became very evident. After 
living next door to Tom for fifteen years, 
Christine made the decision to move 
back home to Tillsonburg while Tom 
was considering a retirement home. She 
then made an offer he could not refuse - 
to move to Tillsonburg as well where he 
could have a “grampy suite” and a big 
back garden. Tom accepted and was able 
to live the next twelve years healthily, 
independently and very happily while 
also becoming part of  the extended Grim 
family. Being very spontaneous with 
a curious and open nature, Tom never 
said ‘no’ to expanding his knowledge or 
embracing new experiences which kept 
his mind sharp and his spirit alive and 
engaged which certainly contributed to 
his longevity.
Tom’s quiet strength, gentle presence 
and loving accepting nature will 

continue to inspire all who knew him 
and his memory will forever remain in 
our hearts.
To commemorate Tom’s incredible life, 
a funeral service will be held on Sunday, 
Sept. 28 at 11:00 a.m. in the Maurice J. 
Verhoeve Funeral Homes Chapel, 262 
Broadway, Tillsonburg by Jack Grim 
and Pastor Paul Robinson. Public 
Visitation will be held on Saturday, 
Sept. 27, between 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
and 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the Maurice J. 
Verhoeve Funeral Homes Chapel. All 
are invited to attend a Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 153 Poppy Service on 
Saturday afternoon at 5:30 p.m. in the 
funeral home chapel. Inurnment in 
Assumption Cemetery, Mississauga will 
be held at a later date where Tom will be 
reunited with Cathy forever. Immediately 
following the funeral service, all funeral 
attendees are invited to join in a time 
of  fellowship at the Royal Canadian 
Legion (16 Durham St., Tillsonburg). 
Favourite memories, photos, personal 
condolences or memorial donations to 
“Covenant House” (Toronto) or to “War 
Amps” or to “Oxford County Animal 
Rescue” would be appreciated and can 
be made via Tom’s online tribute page 
at www.verhoevefuneralhomes.com or 
by contacting the Maurice J. Verhoeve 
Funeral Homes- Burial and Cremation 
Service Inc., Tillsonburg (519)842-4238, 
which has been entrusted with all funeral 
arrangements, with confidence.

BONEHAM, THOMAS WILLIAM
(MARCH 21, 1923 - SEPTEMBER 19, 2025)

tillsonburgpost.com

Keep your dollars in Canada to strengthen 
communities and support local businesses, including 
your local newspaper.

PUT YOUR MONEY
WHERE YOUR
HOUSE IS 
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Vist us at
164 Simcoe Street,

Tillsonburg
or online at

www.eichenberg.ca

Bob’s Deal of the WeekBob’s Deal of the Week

Chris’ Deal of the WeekChris’ Deal of the WeekAaron’s Deal of the WeekAaron’s Deal of the Week

Ann’s Deal of the WeekAnn’s Deal of the WeekRegan’s Deal of the WeekRegan’s Deal of the Week

2021 JEEP WRANGLER SAHARA     

$42,688
ST# F24-034A, 50,271 km’s

DIESEL

+HST
& LIC.

$150
WEEKLY + HST

84 MO.

2023 JEEP WRANGLER SAHARA    

$49,999
ST# F25-031, 36,145 km’s

+HST
& LIC.

$159
WEEKLY + HST

96 MO.

2022 LINCOLN CORSAIR RESERVE

$35,899
ST# F25-061, 85,693 km’s

+HST
& LIC.

$127
WEEKLY + HST

84 MO.

2023 FORD F-150 LARIAT      

$64,952
ST# 25-127A, 20,097 km’s

+HST
& LIC.

$206
WEEKLY + HST

96 MO.

2024 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE ALTITUDE

$49,999
ST# 25-170A, 47,915 km’s

+HST
& LIC.

$159
WEEKLY + HST

96 MO.

DUAL TOP

5.0 L, V8

Weekly payments calculated $0 downpayment plus applicable taxes (HST Ontario), licensing. APR 6.99% OAC. Pricing and rates subject to change 
without notice. Availability based on date of publication.

FORMER DAILY RENTAL


