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Family, friends,
colleagues remember
Dave Gafiney

CONNOR LUCZKA

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Tom Clifford served on Stratford city council for 25
years. In that time, he had never met another council-
lor as dedicated as Dave Gaffney.

“He was the most informed. He read every bit of
material,” Clifford told the Times. “In my opinion, he
was one of the best councillors, and I was on council
25 years and worked with, I can't tell you how many
councillors.... If anyone was dedicated to the city of
Stratford, it was Dave.”

Gaffney, 63, passed away on June 3 after a brief ill-
ness. As Clifford said, he was earnestly committed
to his home city and devoted his working life to it.
He was a long-time volunteer at the YMCA of Strat-
ford-Perth (now known as the YMCA of Three Riv-
ers), the Stratford & District Agricultural Society, the
Bard of Avon Housing Co-operative, Heritage Strat-
ford, the City of Stratford’s board of park manage-
ment, communities in bloom advisory committee, the
energy and environment advisory committee and the
Stratford Police Services board.

Perhaps Gaffney’s biggest accomplishments come
from the two terms he served as a city councillor. He
was elected in 2006 and in 2018.

Describing Gaffney as a “little brother,” Clifford
was something of a mentor to him, sitting next to him
around the horseshoe at city hall and sharing many
discussions over the years, whether they were polit-
ical or personal. Eventually, a working relationship
evolved into a genuine friendship. Clifford recalled
that when his own wife passed away this year, Gaff-
ney was one of the first people to reach out to him.
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Pride parade, hosted by Stratford-Perth Pride. Read more about it on page 9.

Stratford citizens express concern over
recently passed Bill 5

CONNOR LUCZKA

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Bill 5, the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy
Act, passed its third reading and received royal assent at the
Ontario legislature this month. Although much of the dis-
course surrounding it has been focused on communities in
northern Ontario, some in Stratford believe that it has far
reaching consequences — and that Stratford citizens should
be concerned.

“There are elements of the act that dismantle environmen-
tal protection,” Bill James-Abra of Climate Momentum said.
“That is part of it. The other part was the whole tone of the
act is part of this process the government's doing of ... dis-
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mantling local decision-making power and dismantling the
voice of local communities to have some say in how devel-
opment happens.

“If this law had been in place, I'm fairly confident when the
Xinyi glass plant was proposed for Stratford, we wouldn't
have had any say ... it sounds over dramatic, but the law
makes it possible for things like our Cooper site to be ef-
fectively taken over by the cabinet in Toronto for their hand
picked developers to do what they please. It's offensive and
it's wrong.”

As James-Abra indicated, Bill 5 amends and replaces the
Endangered Species Act (once touted as the gold standard
of conservation legislation) with the Species Conservation

CONTINUED TO PAGE 3
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Famlly, friends, colleagues remember Dave Gaffney
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Remembering Gaffney, Clifford said that compas-
sion he had was noticeable to anyone.

“He always had a kind word for people,” Clifford
said. “I very, very seldom heard Dave say anything bad
about anyone. When you're in council, we have (people
on the) left, right, centre. We don't always agree with
what each person thinks, but he always liked the per-
son regardless. He was likeable and people liked him.”

Clifford added that Gaffney’s legacy was one of self-
lessness. Despite being of means himself, he said that
Gaffney was always concerned about taxes and the
pressure those less fortunate faced each year when the
budget was debated.

“And I think that’s his legacy, is looking after the
ordinary people in Stratford. And he did that for many
years, both on and off council.”

Mayor Martin Ritsma, then a councillor, sat on the
other side of Gaffney around the horseshoe. Like Clif-
ford, he described Gaffney as selfless.

“He didn't think do things to advance himself,” Rits-
ma said. “He did things to advance the residents of
Stratford and our municipality, and you know that kind
of leadership needs to be respected, especially in times
like we have now, where frequently people are doing
things in the political realm to advance themselves. So
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Dave Gaffney, 63, passed away (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
on June 3 after a brief iliness. Selfless, affable, dedicat-

ed, and deeply humble are just some of the qualities that
family, friends, and colleagues are remembering the former
Stratford city councillor for.

utmost respect for David, both as a civic leader, and
equally, if not more important, as a friend.

“Dave wasn't one for the limelight. He wasn't one for
the spotlight. Dave used his voice sparingly but effec-
tively, if I could put it that way ... He was very open
minded. He was a good communicator when neces-

sary. But the aspect of communication that he shone in,
in my opinion, was listening.”

Like Clifford and Ritsma, other colleagues in the po-
litical world have shared their condolences and mem-
ories of Gaffney.

“It was an honour to serve with Dave. A true gen-
tleman who loved the City of Stratford. He will be
missed,” Coun. Brad Beatty, who served with Gaffney
from 2018-2022, wrote in a Facebook post.

Likewise, Perth-Wellington MP John Nater memori-
alized Gaffney as well.

“He had an unwavering concern for others,” Nater
wrote in his own social media post. “Without fail, the
first words out of his mouth would be: ‘Hi John, how's
Justine doing?"”

For the Gaffney family, above all his community and
political work, he was simply a big brother.

Described as an affable and popular man around
town, with a fierce work ethic, his brother Dominic
Gaffney said he might have picked up those traits from
their father, Oliver Gaffney, who likewise was com-
mitted to Stratford. Although Dominic didn’t remem-
ber him always being so politically active, in recent
days he remembered that he served on “the mayor’s
committee for youth” when he was in high school —
indicative of a lifetime of stalwart dedication to Strat-
ford.

“We’ll miss him and the city will miss him,” Dom-
inic said.

Visitations for Gaffney were held on Sunday, June 8.
He was laid to rest the following Monday.

Those wishing to express their sympathy and condo-
lences are asked to make memorial donations to either
the Stratford & District Agricultural Society or the
Stratford General Hospital Foundation.

The Gaffney family is inviting the public to a cele-
bration of life for Dave on Sunday July 27, from 2 p.m.
to 4 p.m., at the Stratford Country Club.
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Stratford citizens express concern
over recently passed Bill 5

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Act, but it also gives the province the spe-
cial power to establish “special economic
zones.” These zones can be designated any-
where in Ontario and can exempt a compa-
ny, referred in the legislation as a “trusted
proponent,” or project from complying with
provincial laws, regulations or municipal
bylaws, as determined by the province.

The Province of Ontario proposed the bill
in the first place to “cut red tape and dupli-
cative processes that have held back major
infrastructure, mining and resource devel-
opment projects.” It is intended to make
the province more competitive on the glob-
al stage, streamlining processes, lowering
costs, and shortening review times.

In a previous discussion on the 2025 pro-
vincial budget, Perth-Wellington MPP Mat-
thew Rae reiterated his party’s stance on the
bill and said it is necessitated by the uncer-
tain times Ontario and Canada is in.

“Some have described it as an economic
war with our U.S. colleagues, and we really
need to get things built quickly in a time-
ly manner,” Rae said. “Bill 5 in particular
is looking at mines in northern Ontario. It
takes 15 years on average in Ontario to build
a mine. That takes five to seven years in the
E.U. or Australia.”

Rae further said that every U.S. state has
a version of a special economic zone and
many countries use them as a planning tool.

“If you want investment to happen in the
province, you need to facilitate investment

.. no argument here on that,” James-Abra
said in response. “But it seems the govern-
ment can't conceive of the possibility that

e

Representatives from Climate Momentum drop off handwritten

you could do that collaboratively.”

Before the bill was officially adopted,
Climate Momentum held a “postcard par-
ty” where they invited those interested to
a drop-in party at the Falstaff Family Cen-
tre. There, they could write or sign custom
postcards to be hand delivered to provincial
representatives.

“We were really pleased,” James-Abra
said about the turnout. “We ended up with
more than 125 handwritten postcards. We
had moms and dads coming in with their
school-aged kids to write cards together. We
had high school students dropping in. We
had university students home for the sum-
mer break and everything from grandparents
to grandkids writing cards.”

On May 30, Climate Momentum deliv-
ered those letters to Rae’s Stratford office.
On Monday, after representatives partook
in the Pride parade over the weekend, a few
more were delivered as well.

Now that the bill has received royal as-
cent, keeping focus on it will be more dif-
ficult, James-Abra acknowledged, but his
organization will consult with other larger
advocacy groups to see what could be done
moving forward.

On whether or not he has hope that the
province will listen to criticism on the bill’s
measures, he had his doubts — but he still
had hope.

“There's an old proverb about how paths
are made by walking,” he said. “There are
places where today there are no paths, and in
time there will be a path. And it will be made
because people walked it. ... I'm hopeful. I
wouldn't be doing this work if | wasn't.”

_-.- H

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

postcards detailing Stratford residents’ opposition to Bill 5, the recently passed Protecting
Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, at Perth-Wellington MPP Matthew Rae’s Stratford

office on May 30.
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Editorial

Tourists are good, but locals are great

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Times Reporter

“Tourists are good, but locals are great.” It’s a phrase
I’ve heard countless times in my role as a local news re-
porter. I used to think Stratford was sustained mostly by
tourists, with the Stratford Festival serving as the main
attraction that drove downtown’s economy. But I was
wrong. After speaking with hundreds of people across
Stratford over the past two years, I truly believe the heart
of downtown is the locals.

I recently spoke with Lee Cooney, a business owner and
local artist who runs The Little Prince Theatre. Though
the theatre has gained international recognition and sev-
eral awards for its petite size, Cooney shared that its most
loyal visitors are the locals. He even joked that when he’s
seen around town by young kids who’ve visited the the-
atre, he's recognized frequently and finds the attention
pretty funny.

Restaurants like Mercer, Pazzo, or Fellini’s are consid-
ered upscale, yet when you visit, you’re bound to run into
familiar faces — locals enjoying lunch or dinner, support-

ing their friends and neighbourhood business owners.

At the Local Community Food Centre, Lucas Tingle
works hard as the garden educator, helping to grow sus-
tainable food to support locals in need. His work goes
beyond the garden — Tingle is striving to create a big-
ger picture of sustainability that’s beginning to catch on
across Ontario.

[llume Wellness Spa is another community hotspot
where you’re almost guaranteed to run into friends. Elsa
Fahraeus Seigner, the owner, is well known as a local ad-
vocate. She regularly uses her large social media platform
to help boost donations for non-profits, like Rotary Hos-
pice.

Stratford's own Dayna Manning is using her talent and
voice to produce another Market Square Music event,
which happens every year with support from the City of
Stratford. Her dedication to community-driven music has
created a sense of pride among locals.

Local farmers across Huron Perth are also widely sup-
ported. When Perth County Tourism launched its hop-on-
hop-off farm tours, it sold out within a couple of days,
driven mostly by local interest. That kind of enthusiasm

wasn’t just welcomed — it was unexpected.

And of course, you're always bound to run into famil-
iar faces in our downtown cafés. Who needs Starbucks
or Tim Hortons when you have places like Balzac's, the
Livery Yard, Brch and Wyn or Ashbourne Café? These
are more than coffee shops — they’re community hubs
where meetings happen, friendships grow and local news
is shared.

I know from experience that local advertising makes
a huge impact. Even here at the Times, we rely on local
businesses to advertise. It’s how we keep the paper run-
ning and continue to deliver news to you, our readers, bi-
weekly (and soon to be weekly).

When [ approach someone about advertising with us, I'm
always struck by their reaction. Not only are they thrilled
by the idea of attracting new customers through the paper,
but they’re also excited to know that by advertising they’re
helping support a small, local business — us!

Stratford may welcome visitors from all over the world,
but it’s the locals who truly make it thrive. From the faces
you see in the cafés to the hands that grow our food, Strat-
ford’s spirit is unmistakably rooted in community.

Proposed changes to Perth County forestry
conservation bylaw to be brought to lower tiers and
public before approval

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Editor

Amid rumours about how proposed updates to Perth
County’s forestry conservation bylaw will affect farmers
and the use of their land, county staff will soon be taking
those changes on the road to educate lower-tier councils
and staff, as well as the public, on the soon-to-be updated
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bylaw.

Representing the county’s agricultural working group
— an advisory committee representing the interests of
Perth County’s farming community, industry and com-
modity groups — deputy warden and working group chair
Dean Trentowsky presented the updated bylaw to county
council at its June 5 meeting.

“Council direction was given in March 2024 to review
the existing forest conservation bylaw,” he said, noting
the agricultural working group was tasked with review-
ing the bylaw and comparing it with those of other near-
by counties including Oxford, Huron, Wellington and
Chatham-Kent.

“ ... Having secured all the information and having
had that April meeting with the recommendations, the
ag. working group submits a report to council with pro-
posed bylaw updates including clarified definitions for
the existing forest conservation bylaw, the addition of a
windbreak definition, amendments previously passed by
council and a proposed committee exemption process.”

The committee exemption/appeal process, Trentowsky

explained, is based on the process included in Oxford
County’s forestry conservation bylaw. It allows appli-
cants who have issued a notice of intent to injure or de-
stroy trees in accordance with the forestry bylaw who
are not satisfied with the expert opinion of the county
forestry inspector to appeal their decision and have it re-
viewed by the county’s land-division committee. A fee of
$200 would be charged before the inspector’s decision is
referred to the committee.

A number of terms within the bylaw have also been
clarified or added through the proposed updates includ-
ing Christmas tree plantation, cultivated fruit or nut
orchard, windbreak and woodlot. According to Perth
County forestry inspector and bylaw officer Marvin
Smith, the definition for windbreak and woodlot has led
to some concern among councillors and landowners in
the county as their sizes relate to those set out in provin-
cial legislation.

According to the proposed updates, a woodlot in Perth

County is land at least 0.2 hectares in area and no greater
CONTINUED TO PAGE 9
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Two paws up for
Downtown Stratford
BIA’s third annual Dog

Days of Summer

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

Market Square was filled with lots of
tail-wagging fun for Stratford’s furriest
residents.

The Downtown Stratford Business Im-
provement Area (BIA) held their Dog
Days of Summer event on June 5 in Mar-
ket Square. There were prizes awarded to
the smilliest dog, most unusual trick, most
like their owner, among other categories
in the third-annual Dog Days Dog Show.
Attendees could also learn more about
pet forward organizations and businesses
like the Barkery, Stratford Dog Walkers,
Pawsitive Difference Professional Pet
Care, and the Humane Society of Kitch-
ener-Waterloo and Stratford Perth.

“To have so many wonderful pets out of
all sizes, of all shapes, I mean, that's why
we do this,” said general manager Jamie
Pritchard, who brought his own dogs,
keeshonds Nova Knight and Tarry Garcia
to the event. “This isn't the professional
dog show. It's the fun family dog show
and that's who we get out and it's just an
amazing afternoon."

Downtown Stratford Sniffari Maps
were available to pick up. The Snif-

Tarry Garcia and Nova Knight, Downtown Stratford BIA gener-

fari Map has a list of places for dogs to
sniff around the downtown core, such as
Shakespearean Gardens, Studio Theatre
Garden, Armories Garden, and the mulch
in front of the corner of the Alley Cat
Café.

The Downtown Stratford BIA has a list
of businesses where dogs are welcome in
the store, as well as restaurants that allow
dogs on the outdoor dining areas and/or
offer treats for the dogs.

"Many of the patios downtown allow
dogs on them, so you can come down and
have dinner with your dogs or just stop
for a drink. Just get out there and enjoy
it,” Pritchard said.

Pritchard added that the Dog Days of
Summer campaign’s mandate showcas-
es how Stratford is a pet-friendly city for
residents and tourists alike.

"When tourists come, a lot of them trav-
el with their animals and it allows them to
take them with them and just really enjoy
our time there,” he said. “It's part of our
initiative to make sure we're more wel-
coming and we include our four-legged
furry friends with that."

All pet-friendly Downtown Stratford
businesses can be found online by visit-
ing https://downtownstratford.ca.

(EMILY STEWART PHOTOS)

al manager Jamie Pritchard’s beloved companions.

She was a skater dog! Zola’s skateboarding earned her the prize for Most Unusual Trick.
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World Refugee Day recognized across Stratford

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Times Reporter

As communities around the globe mark
World Refugee Day on June 20, residents
in Stratford are also taking time to recog-
nize the resilience, courage and contribu-
tions of those who have been forced to flee
their homes due to conflict or persecution.

“The City of Stratford is proud to rec-
ognize and celebrate World Refugee Day,”
said Mayor Martin Ritsma, “We are fortu-
nate to have refugees from many countries
choose Stratford as their new home. In my
personal meetings with our newcomers,
I encourage them to share their life story
and to be proud of their history, life expe-
riences and culture. Let’s continue to walk
in solidarity with the refugees in our local
communities.”

The United Nations established World
Refugee Day in 2001 to honour the
strength and perseverance of millions of
displaced people around the world. It’s
also a call to action — for governments,
communities and individuals — to offer
protection and support to those who seek
safety.

Sibomana Bujambi (John), a man now
living in Stratford shared his story of sur-
vival — a story that includes years spent
fleeing violence in the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo and life in a refugee camp
before arriving in Canada.

“Sometimes we were obliged to go and
hide ourselves in the forest,” he told the
Times. “That was necessary when they at-

for B4 Monihs €
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tacked us during the night without warn-
ing. This happened many, many times.”

One memory that stands out is the night
his group was fleeing and had to descend
from a high ledge with children and a
pregnant woman in tow.

“The kids were being lifted from on top
to the ground below,” he said. “We were
with a pregnant young woman whose
mother was crying, telling those helping
us to hold her gently.”

In another instance, his elderly grandfa-
ther had to be left behind in a small prayer
house deep in the bush as he was too weak
to run.

“It was in the night, and we were afraid
they could burn him in the house,” he said.
“He didn’t die that night, but I remember
feeling badly leaving him there.”

During one escape, he was separated
from his family and fled with strangers. In
his panic, he crossed a river on foot, de-
spite not knowing how to swim.

“Because of fear, I was able to walk
through a river and cross over,” he said.
“These three experiences are especially
difficult times that I will not forget.”

Eventually, he and his sister reached a
refugee camp in Burundi, joining other
siblings who had already fled there. Life
in the camp brought its own struggles —
food, shelter and a sense of the future were
hard to come by.

“Thankfully, God also has his own
way,” he said. “He sees where we can’t
see. He knows what our future looks like.”

Over time, some family members were

able to immigrate to countries such as
Canada and the United States. Financial
support from those abroad began trickling
back to those still in the camp. In 2023,
he and his family finally arrived in Can-
ada, and for the first time in years, their
questions about the future began to be an-
swered.

“We hope it will be great,” he said.
“Because we are safe and treated equally
here.”

Despite the safety and opportunities he’s
found in Canada, he said his heart remains
heavy for the community he left behind.
He hopes for recognition and peace for
the Banyamulenge people — a Congolese
minority group that continues to face vio-
lence in South Kivu.

“We are blessed to be in Canada,” he
said. “But sometimes we are sad because
our community is still not recognized as
Congolese. We still regularly hear stories
of family and friends being killed.”

As we observe World Refugee Day this
year, his story reminds us of the strength
it takes to start over — and the role we
can play in welcoming those in search of
peace in their new home here in Canada.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

World Refugee Day is on June 20. Pictured
is Sibomana Bujambi (John), who shared
his story with the Times about how he fled
violence in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo with his family to come to Canada.
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Funding for living snow fences to be made available
through Perth County stewardship program

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Editor

To improve safety on county roads in
the winter, Perth County will fully fund
the planting of living snow fences on pri-
vate properties through its annual stew-
ardship program.

Though some of the details still need
to be worked out by staff and reviewed
by councillors, county council approved
the new funding stream in principle at
its June 5 meeting. According to county
resiliency and stewardship coordinator
Hannah Cann, encouraging local farm-
ers and landowners to plant living snow
fences along road-facing sections of their
properties can have a number of benefits.

“Living snow fences are rows of trees,
shrubs or standing crop oriented in a
strip parallel to the roadway with the
primary purpose of reducing snow drift-
ing and visibility concerns during winter
months,” Cann said. “There are several
other benefits of living snow fences in-
cluding lowering operational expenses
related to treatment materials like sand
and salt. Other benefits of living snow
fences include increased safety for the
road user and meeting several goals
within our county and local agencies in-
cluding addressing winter hazards.”

Living snow fences also have envi-
ronmental benefits including increasing
biodiversity by adding new habitat for
pollinator species, thereby potentially
improving crop production, improv-
ing soil conservation through the nat-

ural stabilization of soil by the trees or
shrubs’ root systems and increasing car-
bon sequestration.

The county’s public works department
maintains an inventory of areas within
the county road network that are more
susceptible to drifting and blowing snow
conditions. Most of the roads are ori-
ented in the north-south direction and
experience northwesterly winds, which
often carry lake-effect snow from Lake
Huron. However, other roads of concern
oriented on more of an east-west tangent
also experience drifting under certain
conditions. Wind direction and wind
speed can vary considerably during win-
ter storms, so drifting and blowing snow
can occur in any area.

The general best practice for place-
ment of living snow fencing is 35 me-
tres from the road edge. This distance
provides a sufficient offset from the
travelled portion of the road to allow for
snow to accumulate as it falls. For many
county roads, and most local municipal
roads, this offset is beyond the limits of
the public road allowance and falls on
adjacent private property, necessitating
the need to work with and incentivize
private landowners to plant these snow
fences.

According to Cann, living snow fences
can take some time to grow; they can of-
fer some protective benefit within about
five years, with full benefits between
eight and 10 years after planting.

“I think this is a great program. I’ve
been hoping to see something like this

for a number of years now,” Coun. Matt
Duncan said. “ ... It’s going to take buy-
in, there’s no doubt about it, but when
we allocate tax dollars to this, this is a
benefit to everybody that lives here. It’s
not just a benefit to that landowner; it’s
a benefit to everyone who drives down
that road and I think this is a really good
allocation of tax dollars to try and make
our roads safer through natural means.

“I received a number of communica-
tions this year, definitely about (Perth
Line) 86, about drifting snow over the
winter and I think the more these living
snow fences we can put up along our
county and municipal roads, it’s going
to save a lot of winter maintenance and
possible accidents in the future.”

According to Cann’s report to council,
the county’s agriculture working group
recommended Perth County implement
a funding stream specific to living snow
fences under the stewardship program
and that successful applications made to
that funding stream be fully funded to
cover the cost for the planting and main-
tenance of a treed living snow fence
under a 20-year agreement with the
landowner. In doing so, Cann said the
landowner is incentivized to plant this
type of wind break while the respective
municipality receives the future benefit
of mitigating drifting hazards on the ad-
jacent county or local road.

Other county councillors, however,
were left with questions they wanted
answers to before this funding stream
opens for applications. Those questions

Kinsmen Club of Stratford marks
80 years of community service

included what would happen if a prop-
erty with a living snow fence changed
ownership during the 20-year agreement
with the county; whether farmers would
be compensated for the loss of pro-
ductive farmland; how the snow fence
would affect access for large equipment
to the farmland between the snow fence
and the roadway; and who would be re-
sponsible for replacing snow-fence trees
if they were to die.

While the next application-intake pe-
riod for the 2025 stewardship program
is set to open on July 2, council voted
to have staff bring back more details
about the 20-year agreement at its July
3 meeting, during which councillors will
review those details, make any changes
and approve the agreement before staff
begin accepting applications for that
particular funding stream.

During this discussion, councillors
also asked John McClelland, the coun-
ty’s executive director of public works,
whether staff was also looking at asking
farmers to leave up some of their crops
to serve as living snow fences through
the winter. McClelland said staff are
looking into that this year and noted it
would require a strip of roughly 12 rows
of corn located 35 metres back from the
road to serve as an effective snow fence.

McClelland said the county would
likely need to compensate farmers for
leaving those crops unharvested through
the winter and said he’d bring a report
back to council later in the year with
more information.

Art's Landscaping Retirement

153 Suncoast Drive East, Goderich, ON
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The Kinsmen Club of Stratford celebrated its 80th
anniversary on May 31 with a public gathering at the
Stratford Perth Museum.

Friends of the Kinsmen enjoyed a free afternoon of
entertainment, refreshments, and access to Kinsmen ar-
chives, along with complimentary admission to the mu-
seum. Public transportation was provided by the City
of Stratford.

The local service club was officially chartered on
May 16, 1945 — just days after Victory in Europe Day
marked the end of the Second World War in Europe.
The Stratford Kinsmen’s formation coincided with the
height of the Kinsmen’s largest national humanitarian
campaign to date: Milk for Britain.

That effort began after Kinsmen founder Hal Rog-
ers responded to a radio appeal for powdered milk for
British children. The goal was to raise enough money
to buy one million quarts in nine months. Stratford’s
newly formed club raised $525 for the cause, their first
fundraising project, which translated into 26,000 glass-
es of milk for children overseas.

By the end of the campaign, Kin members across
Canada raised nearly $3 million, sending 50 million

quarts of milk to the U.K. for $2.6 million. The nation-
al project also spurred the creation of 41 new Kinsmen
clubs and helped launch the Kinettes, the organization’s
women’s division.

In the decades that followed, the Stratford Kinsmen
lived up to their motto: “Serving the community’s great-
est need.” In the 1960s, the club helped build the Britan-
nia Street Apartments for developmentally challenged
adults. In the 1970s, members constructed Camp Tanner
in Harrington, a day camp operated for over 50 years in
partnership with the Y W-YMCA and the United Church.

Since then, the club has taken on major community
projects, including the Stratford Blues and Ribfest and
local high school bursaries. Their long-standing support
for Cystic Fibrosis research remains a cornerstone of
the organization’s charitable work.

The Kinsmen have also hosted or helped organize
events like the Stratford Antique Show, Millionaires’
Night, the Winter Carnival, and continue to host Cana-
da Day festivities and fireworks each summer.

More recently, the club has made financial contri-
butions to the Stratford General Hospital Foundation,
Wellspring for Cancer, Rotary Aquabox, Stratford
Public Library, and the Connections Centre. They also
funded outdoor gym equipment near the local skate
park.

« Auction opens Wed., June 11, at8am
. Begins to close Wed., June 25, at8 pm
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Despite some surprises, Queen’s Inn renovation
continues unfettered and optimistic

CONNOR LUCZKA

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Queen’s Inn, located on the corner
of Ontario Street and Waterloo Street, has
been shuttered for nearly a year now. While
from the outside it may look like the same
building as always, on the inside it has taken
on a new life of its own.

Corey Durst, site superintendent for the
Queen’s Inn renovation, has been working
in construction for 27 years and has been
involved with six major commercial renova-
tions from coast to coast. As he said, some
of what they uncovered in the bones of the
downtown Stratford inn were a first for him.

Walking through the project with the
Times, Durst pointed out some extensive
challenges and surprises, from severely un-
dulating floorboards and joists to eight inch-
es of concrete in the bathroom floors on the
second floor, bizarrely.

“You can see over the years how many
layers of renovations they’ve had,” Durst
said, pointing to an overhang from the sec-
ond floor, where layers of different flooring
stacked upon one another stick out. “One,
two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine.
Nine layers of renovations. One of the big-
gest challenges of this project has been, they
never did any demolition. They just kept
gluing on top, on top, and everything fell
apart.”

o — e

The Queen’s Inn, located on the corner of Waterloo Street and

(CONNOR LUCZKA PHOTOS)

Ontario Street, has been shuttered for a major renovation for nearly a year. As complica-
tions pop-up and the team continue their work, its expected to be closed for another 16

months.

Durst explained that BMI Group, the or-
ganization overseeing the project, expected
to be surprised — given that it’s an old build-
ing with a storied past; however, what they
found was truly startling. That being said,

The iconic grand staircase will remain — one of the only interior features that will survive
the gut-job. Due to its age and some quirks, most of the interior needed to be completely

replaced.

for Durst and the team, the hurdles are not
project-ending and structurally the building
was still okay. Despite the building’s quirks,
they are continuing forward with the reno-
vation, expecting to create a truly great fin-

Above: Not unlike the Grand
Canyon, where the Earth’s
history can be seen in
layers, the overhang from
the second floor shows

the building’s history and
the layer upon layer of
renovations that occurred
throughout the years.

Left: A construction worker
measures a section in what
will one day be one of the
31 rooms in the boutique
hotel.

Right: A plumber cuts a
section of pipe. All of the
building's aged plumbing
had to be ripped out and is
currently being replaced.

ished project once complete.

The Queen’s Inn, when it is all said and
done, will be reimagined as the Queen’s
Cue, a 31-room hotel in the Mariott Tribute
line that will pay homage to the queens of
Shakespeare’s plays. As always, the Boar’s
Head Pub will be nestled beside it, open and
renovated alongside the hotel.

Originally, it was expected to open this
summer; however, once the team got the
Mariott spec book, a set of specifications for
all Mariott hotels, they knew it would take
much longer as they would have to replace
all the plumbing, redo the mechanical sys-
tems, and gut every inch of drywall, lath
and plaster in the building. The exterior,
protected as a heritage feature, will remain
the same but the interior, barring a few fea-
tures like the grand staircase, will be com-
pletely new.

Now, Durst estimates that the project will
take 16 months to complete.

When announced, Dan Mathieson of the
BMI Group estimated the project would cost
$5 million all said and done. With the dead-
line pushed back and problems popping up,
BMI Group is not further commenting on
the cost.

Built in 1858 and rebuilt in 1905 after a
major fire, the Queen’s Inn and its iconic
downtown dome has been a Stratford icon
for nearly two centuries — and will continue
to be once it opens its doors again.
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High winds blew in a successful Pride

SYDNEY GOODWIN

Times Correspondent

Whipping winds did not dampen the high
moods of those at Upper Queen’s Park this
past Sunday.

Volunteers and Pride workers gathered to-
gether on June 1 at 9 a.m. to prepare for this
year’s annual Stratford Pride parade. Tasks
were quickly given out and everyone was
sent to work, putting together what was go-
ing to become Stratford-Perth Pride’s most
successful Pride festival to date. The goal of
this year’s festival was clear; as a communi-
ty, we are strong.

This year, the march began at the Tom Pat-
terson theatre, with important words from
the vice chairperson, Melissa Marcelissen

“Pride is not just a march. It started as a
riot. We walk today in honour of those who
came before us, those who risked every-
thing, so we could live more freely,” Marce-
lissen said. “We walk for those who can’t
be here today, and we walk for every queer
kid in rural Ontario who needs to know
that you’re not alone; you are seen, you are
loved, and you belong. I want to speak di-
rectly to the queer folks here with us, if this
year feels different, if it feels harder, heavi-
er, scarier, you’re not imagining it, and your
feelings are valid. To every member of the
2SLGBTQIA+ community who showed up
here today, whether you’re out loud, out qui-
etly, or not out yet, I want you to hear this.
I’'m so proud of you. We are all so proud of
you.”

Marcelissen stressed just how important

Members of Stratford-Perth Pride

ly now in out currently climate, to stand
together and stand tall, to show that the
2SLGBTQIA+ community will not be ig-
nored.

Marcelissen then introduced Mayor Rits-
ma to say a few words. “Some students
were in council chamber, and one young
lady said to me ‘What’s the most import-
ant job of being a mayor?” And I said the
three words that I always come to. One, the
importance of safety. Be sure there’s safety
for all your residents. Number two, having
a voice, and this is part of the voice here to-
day. And number three, is a feeling of be-
longing,” Ritsma explained, talking about
how vital safety, voice and belonging are to
creating a community that is trusting and
supportive.

Marcelissen returned onto the mic to
give some final words before starting the
march. “Stratford-Perth Pride has been able
to make this event bigger and more impact-

cebai a beautiful day.

- M

(AJ ASHLEY PHOTO)
ful because of you, and because of our in-
credible sponsors and supporters. After we
march, we invite you to join us at Upper
Queen’s Park for the Stratford Pride Festi-
val. Thank you for being here, thank you for
marching, and let’s go take up some space!
Happy Pride everybody!”

With the welcoming speeches concluded,
the eighth annual Pride march commenced.
The excited crowd began walking along the
river towards Upper Queen’s Park, flags
held high, and Pride on everyone’s faces.

This year's festival had the highest turn-
out rate to date, with nearly 1,000 attendees
celebrating Pride. A turnout as large as this
helps ensure that Pride visibility in Strat-
ford is growing ever stronger.

The march concluded at the top of Up-
per Queen’s Park, leading the marchers
through the vendors, welcoming them into
the festival. Participants got to enjoy a wide
array of activities and attractions at this

year’s festival. From a wonderful live per-
formance from Gravity Junky, captivating
performances from Cirquesmith, On Stage
Dance Studio, as well as yoga in the park
with the third space. A kids zone was set
up with fun games and face painting for all
ages to enjoy, and ally alley concluded the
space, with plenty of resources, and infor-
mation for the 2SLGBTQIA+ community
and allies alike. Food trucks were available
at the festival for participants to grab some-
thing to eat, whether it was fish and chips
from Annie’s, gourmet grilled cheese from
Fo’cheezy, fries from Ken’s or some pop-
corn from Poppin Kettle Corn.

None of the festival would be possible
were it not for the sponsors of the Stratford
Pride Festival; Home & Company, Paws on
Patrol, Huron-Perth Children’s Aid Soci-
ety, Audio Guy, RE/MAX, On Stage dance
studio, Good Vibrations Rock shop and
Scotiabank — as well as the event sponsors,
TD Bank and the City of Stratford. The
Stratford-Perth Pride team also wanted to
express their deepest thanks and gratitude
towards the community of Stratford-Perth;
if it weren’t for the participants, this festival
couldn’t get as successful as it is.

If you would like to learn more about the
2SLGBTQIA+ community, or have any
questions in regard to Pride, Stratford-Perth
Pride can be reached on their website at
stratfordpride.com, or on Instagram and
Facebook under the name stratfordperth-
pride.

Editor’s note: Sydney Goodwin is the pro-
gram coordinator with the Stratford-Perth

events like the Pride festival are, especial-

Pride.

Proposed changes to Perth County forestry conservation

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

than one hectare in area, with at least 200 trees of any size
per 0.2 hectares; 150 trees measuring over five centimetres
in diameter per 0.2 hectares; 100 trees measuring over 12
centimetres in diameter per 0.2 hectares; or 50 trees mea-
suring over 20 centimetres in diameter per 0.2 hectares, but
does not include a cultivated fruit or nut orchard, a wind-
break or a plantation established for the purpose of produc-
ing Christmas trees or nursery stock.

A windbreak, meanwhile, is a linear treed area consisting
of one to three rows of planted trees less than 0.2 hectares
in size.

“Starting with the size of woodlands defined in The Mu-
nicipal Act, there is not a conflict between the two,” Smith
said. “The Municipal Act actually gives opportunity for a
very restrictive definition for what can be protected as far
as trees and what can’t. ... It distinguishes between which
level of government has the authority to (enforce) the re-
striction. It sets out that the minimum size for an upper-tier
municipality size limit is one hectare, but the size limit for
lower-tier municipalities is not given as minimum. In other
words, lower-tier municipalities could regulate individual
trees.

“So, the way that the forest conservation bylaw in Perth
County operates is, for decades, the minimum size was set
at one half-acre or 0.2 hectares. When The Municipal Act
became the provincial legislation that oversaw forest con-
servation bylaws in 2001, that’s when the change occurred
for the County of Perth to continue with its same minimum
size limit of one half-acre or 0.2 hectares. The county need-
ed to get the delegation of authority from the lower-tier mu-
nicipalities to allow it to do that, and that process is set out
in The Municipal Act. The bottom line is there’s no conflict
with how The Municipal Act does it, it’s just a change in
what the process is.”

While Smith noted there is very little the county can

change in the updated forestry conservation bylaw, county
councillors said they’ve continued to received questions and
concerns from residents about what they can and can’t do
when it comes to removing or injuring trees on their prop-
erties and how the proposed changes to the bylaw might
impact that.

Expanding on a public communications plan for the bylaw
update proposed by the agricultural working group, council
ultimately voted to have staff present the bylaw changes to
Perth County’s lower-tier municipal councils and staff, and
the general public at an open house or public meeting, to
provide information and education on the changes before
county council considers approval.

“(The lower tiers) can make recommendations ... for
something they want in (the bylaw) or something they want
taken out; is that not the idea of going to lower tiers if more
recommendations come forward?” Coun. Rhonda Ehgoetz
asked.

“Going to the lower tiers, as I understand it, is part of the
educational aspect,” Smith said. “There are many things in
the bylaw that can’t be touched because they’re set out in
The Municipal Act. One is the one you’d mentioned earlier
about the authority of municipal governments to do certain
things when private landowners can’t. ... You can’t take that
out. There’s a whole string of things there. The wording in
the forest conservation bylaw was not dependent on a group
of people at some time in the past set out by the County of
Perth to come up with. There’s a lot of it that’s word for
word what’s in The Municipal Act, and so there are limits
there as to what you can change.

“Certainly, I think the county, in going to the lower-tier
municipalities, is quite open to any feedback. I think part of
it is an educational aspect as to why certain things are set
out the way they are. ... Obviously, there’s a need for that
kind of education. ... There’s a lot of rumour and what I call
rural myths that go on about forest conservation bylaws.”

Perth County staff will work to set out a schedule for low-
er-tier presentations and public meetings or open houses,
which the public and the local farming community will be
made aware of.

Optimist Club of

Downie Inc.

May 04 Adrian Baldwin, Woodstock . ...... $50.00
May 05 Jackie Quipp, Stratford ........... $50.00
May 06 Scott & Jessie Nyenhuis, Durham . .$50.00
May 07 Bowen Koert, St. Pauls ........... $50.00
May 08 Marg lllman, Stratford ........... $50.00

May 09 Anne Van Niekerk, New Hamburg . . . $50.00
May 10 Tracey & Jared Hope, St. Davids . .$200.00
May 11 D. Sweete, St. Marys
May 12 Melisa Clark, St. Marys
May 13 Mary Ash ¢/o Paula Taylor, St. Pauls $50.00
May 14 Mike & Janet Whaling, St. Pauls . ..$50.00
May 15 Amber Lavkka, St. Marys
May 16 Judy & Cory Phillips, Stratford . .. .. $50.00
May 17 Pauline Linton, Mitchell ......... $200.00

Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633
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Perth County’s 2025
Explore brochure
emphasizes more
interactive adventures and
strong agricultural roots

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

Perth County’s new tourism brochure is
filled with lots of adventures, just in time
for local food week.

The 2025 Explore Perth County bro-
chure was released by the county ahead of
local food week, which is between June 2
and 8. Ricky Zhao, tourism officer with the
county, told the Times that the new bro-
chure has more interactive and immersive
stops than ever, including bonbon making
workshops, birding tours, alpaca walks
and farm-to-table dinners. Family friendly
activities are also included, like visits to
West Perth Animal Park, Goats on 86, the
Stratford Perth Museum, and River Valley
Tube Slide, as well as pick-your-own bou-
quet and berries at local farms.

“Celebrating both established staples
and new ventures ensures Perth County
continues to thrive as a tourism destina-
tion. It supports local economic growth,
encourages community pride, and pro-
vides visitors with a dynamic range of

The 2025 Explore Perth County brochure is filled with lots of
ideas for any kind of adventure, from family outings to foodie stops to date nights.

e

experiences,” Zhao said. “Whether it’s
revisiting a favourite bakery or discover-
ing a new farm tour, showcasing the full
spectrum of offerings keeps the region vi-
brant and top-of-mind for travellers year-
round.”

In honour of local food week, the bro-
chure highlights the county’s strong agri-
cultural scene. The guide features 13 stops
on its bakery trail, such as McCully’s Hill
Farm, Anna Mae’s Bakery, Shakespeare
Pies, and Gourmandise. Restaurants,
farms and food producers are also fea-
tured.

“These tourism experiences put a spot-
light on the local food producers and cu-
linary artisans who make Perth County a
standout rural destination, helping visitors
connect directly with the region’s agricul-
tural roots,” Zhao said.

The 2025 Explore Perth County bro-
chure can be picked up in municipal of-
fices, local businesses, visitor centres
and the county’s top tourism spots. The
brochure can also be viewed online via
https://www.perthcounty.ca/en/discover.
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From side hustle to local
hub: Worth Beauty
Collective celebrates one

year

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Times Reporter

What started as a small side hustle has
grown into a local community hub that not
only supports women on their health and
beauty journeys but also stands as a space
founded on female entrepreneurship.

Becky Worth of Worth Beauty Collec-
tive recently celebrated the business’s one-
year anniversary at its new location at 170
Ontario St. She credits her success to the
many women who have surrounded and
supported her along the way.

“Even though I started small, I always
wanted to make a point of supporting other
businesses — and more specifically, other
women in business,” she said. “It means a
lot to me that I surround myself with other
like-minded women in business.”

Worth worked as a nurse for several
years before returning to school to com-
plete training in injectables, with the
long-term goal of running her own busi-
ness. She said she saw a gap in Stratford’s
beauty market and knew the transition
wouldn’t be easy, but she was ready for
the challenge.

“I started small and would see my own
clients after my hospital job ended,” she
said. “I slowly built up a clientele until the
business grew enough that I could leave
my full-time job and move into business
ownership full time.”

Worth Beauty Collective now works
with clients looking to enhance the quality

and integrity of their skin. Worth says her
focus is always on helping people enhance
their natural look — never to overdo it.

“To me, less is always more when it
comes to filler and Botox. We can always
add more if we need to, but nobody wants
to look overdone.”

When asked what advice she’d offer oth-
er entrepreneurs, Worth emphasized the
importance of mindset and commitment.

“Understand what you’re getting into,”
she said. “Sometimes entrepreneurship
looks fun, but there’s a lot of work that
goes into running and growing a business
on your own. If you're not committed to
your ideas or business, it will be hard.

“You have to be willing to put in the
work. It takes time to build a clientele, and
it takes time to build your business — but
it’s worth it.”

Worth Beauty Collective offers a va-
riety of services, including injectables
(Botox and lip filler), microneedling, RF
microneedling, laser hair removal, Sculp-
Sure treatments, facials, waxing, lash lifts
and tints and medical-grade skincare con-
sultations.

Worth also rents space to other
like-minded female entrepreneurs. Jessi-
ca Guy of Green Beauty provides profes-
sional hair care services without the use
of harsh chemicals, and Shelby Marchand
offers natural hair removal and body sug-
aring.

To learn more,
www.worthbeautycollective.com.

visit

STRATFORDUWITE

Contribute to your local community
newspaper! Send articles, sports or
event recaps, and photos to

stratfordtimes@gmail.com

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
entrepreneurship at its new location. Pictured from left are Jill Matthew and Cindy Walker,
employees; and Becky Worth, owner of Worth Beauty Collective.

Worth Beauty Collective celebrates one year of female-led
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L’Arche Stratford announces $2M of support from feds,
as community gathers to break ground on new home

LISA CHESTER

Times Correspondent

It was with great anticipation that the
community gathered for the long-awaited
groundbreaking of the new L’Arche Strat-
ford building that will house offices, eight
living suites and two activity rooms. Over
one hundred people came together for the
ceremony followed by a lunch at Commu-
nity of Christ Church.

The $6.5 million, 15,000 square foot
building to be located at 426 Brittania St.
is supported by the Be, Belong, Become
campaign and has been planned for years
but was stymied over the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Finally, the day has arrived and
construction began June 2.

Executive director Stephanie Calma
greeted the crowd and welcomed them to
the ceremony.

“This is a really important day for our
community, not only the community
of Stratford but also the community of
L’Arche Stratford,” said Calma. “We are
building something truly special here. It
is our first major capital project in our fif-
ty-year history. Together we are laying the
foundation for a brighter future and we are
all extremely excited and happy about the
journey ahead for us today.”

The project began as a dream in 2017
with the vision of core members for wel-
coming more people to L’Arche Stratford.
When construction is complete, and the
doors open in October 2026, the facility
and services provided will increase capac-

Stratford Mayor Martln thsma campaign ambassador Cory

the groundbreaking of L’Arche Stratford’s new home.

(CON'.FRIBUTI.ED PHOTO
Maschke, L'Arche Stratford executive director Stephanie Calma, L'Arche Stratford interim
board president Martin Kern, Feltz Design Build project manager lain Reynolds gather for

donors and will be donors in the future,

you are all becoming part of the L’Arche
community as L’Arche has become part of
ours. The other piece I want to talk about
is inclusion. A big part of my journey as a
student at North Western, then as an edu-
cator and administrator, was about inclu-
sion. We need to continue to have that in
our community, and thank you for doing
that,” said Mayor Ritsma.

Following the speeches, the crowd gath-
ered at Community of Christ Church for a
light lunch served by Black Angus Bakery
& Catering. There was one more speech
that day, by Be, Belong, Become campaign
co-chair Elaine Clarke-Siberry. To the sur-
prise of many in the crowd, she announced
one more donation had been realized.

“And now, I am able to share a special
announcement. We are deeply grateful to
the Federal Government of Canada’s En-
abling Accessibility Fund for giving us
a grant of just under $2 million. We still
have a way to go before we reach our cam-
paign goal of $6.5 million. If we can still
raise some more funds to reach that goal of
$6.5 million then we will be mortgage free,
and we will be able to use that equity to
acquire more homes to help ease the very
long waiting list that people with develop-
mental disabilities face. The waiting list is

|
)

ity by 65 per cent, dramatically reducing
the waitlist. The building will be fully ac-
cessible and inclusive.

Mayor Martin Ritsma was also on hand
to provide remarks. For him, three words
came to mind: milestone, community, and

inclusion.

“This is a milestone. Since 1973 L’Arche
Stratford has served the community. To
see the sea of people in front of me, vol-
unteers, people that serve our communi-
ty everyday in your work, people that are

so huge. With the amazing support of the
people of Stratford and area, I am confi-
dent that we will reach that goal and fulfill
the desire of the core members to welcome
new people to the life of L’Arche,” said
Clarke-Siberry.

Queer Book of the Month Club

ALIDA LEMIEUX

king’s court tries to sabotage their wedding by spreading

Stratford Public Library

Tales From Beyond the Rainbow collected and adapted

by Pete Jordi Wood
@SPL: J FIC Wood

Tales From Beyond the Rainbow is a col- [E2
lection of ten folk and fairy tales celebrating
theyroes,
Collected from countries
around the world, including Benin, China,
Russia, India and even Canada, these epic
witches,
sorcerers, peasants and royalty, just as you'd
expect. Refreshingly, they also feature trans [,
princes and princesses, gay ghosts and spin- [}

2SLGBTQIA+ “heroes,
and queeroes.”

sheroes,

stories include talking animals,

sters who subvert the patriarchy!

In many of the stories, the main characters |
are loved and accepted by most, but the ha-
tred or jealousy of a few leads to conflict. "The Girl in
the Market" is the rags-to-riches story of Dausi, a young
trans woman who sells peanut sauce in the market and
captures the heart of the king. A jealous woman in the

gossip about Dausi’s gender. In "The Ivory City," the fairy
princess Gulizar tries to poison her fiancé’s best friend out
of jealousy. The stories have outlandish details and are oc-
casionally violent, but ultimately, they are
tales of “love in its many forms, transfor-
mation, identity and gender, hope, survival
and living life as your true self.”

Anthologist Pete Jordi Wood paid great
attention to selecting illustrators connect-
ed to the cultures represented in the sto-
ries and/or with queer identities. However,
I the illustrations are sparse and printed in
black-and-white. I would have loved if this
S| anthology was larger and glossy-paged,
with full-colour illustrations to really
bring these fantastical stories to life.

This is a refreshing collection for anyone
who loves folk and fairy tales, particularly
readers who have never seen themselves reflected in tales
of Prince Charmings and happily ever afters. Tales from
Beyond the Rainbow would make for a good family read-
aloud at bedtime or around the campfire.

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR

TO US!

CALL 519-655-2341 OR
EMAIL STRATFORDTIMES@GMAIL.COM

Weekend Quiz

By Jake Grant

1. Who won the 2025 RBC Canadian Open?
2. What is the population of Canada?

3. How do butterflies taste their food?

4. How many ounces are in a cup?

5. Which U.S. president delivered the Gettysburg
Address?

6. What gives plants their green color?

7. What is the title of the final Harry Potter book in

the series?
8. What type of bean is used for making miso?
9. What is the mascot of the Walt Disney company?

10. What is Spain's busiest cruise port?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 34
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ngh school students in Stratford unite for historic

United Nations Slmulatlon

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Times Reporter

In a first-of-its-kind event, students from
all three Stratford high schools, Stratford
District Secondary School (SDSS), St.
Michael Catholic Secondary School and
Nancy Campbell Academy, gathered to
participate in a collaborative United Na-
tions simulation, aimed at fostering global
thinking, diplomatic skills and leadership
among youth.

The full-day session on May 30, chaired
by Courtney Pearce, a Grade 12 student at
St. Mike’s, brought together student del-
egates representing 19 countries. Discus-
sions focused on pressing global issues,
most notably the potential of universal ba-
sic income (UBI) as a response to increas-
ing automation, rising income inequality
and poverty.

“This is the first time all Stratford
high schools have come together under
one model UN (MUN) simulation,” said
Mark Boersen, organizer and teacher at
St. Mike’s in his opening remarks. “It’s
not just about representing countries — it
is about understanding perspectives, re-
solving conflict, promoting global coop-
eration and promoting human rights.”

The meeting began with a roll call of na-
tions, confirming the presence of the re-
quired two-thirds majority (12 nations) to
proceed with voting and resolution-build-
ing. Participants were reminded of the
UN’s guiding principles and the impor-
tance of respectful, constructive debate.

Throughout the morning, delegates
engaged in moderated and unmoderated
caucuses, with a further 25-minute un-
moderated session dedicated to refining
and finalizing draft resolutions. Dossiers
were provided for UBI research and sup-
port, and additional materials were made

(VICTOR EMMANUEL GUTIERREZ PHOTOS)

Students showed focus and determination during the breakout session deliberation

available upon request.

A powerful moment came during a
breakout session when a female delegate
stood to address a noticeable gender im-
balance in the discussion group.

“All of the girls here noticed that it
was just men at the table,” said Ameilya
Shuglo, a St. Mike’s student. “We were
all talking about it on our own, and I
just wanted to bring it up to everybody.
I wanted women at that table. I wanted to
stand up on behalf of everybody and be
brave and ask for a seat.”

Her statement was met with four male
peers removing themselves and allowing
four of the female students to have a seat
and voice their opinions. This was just
one of the many highlights of the one of
the many teachable moments—not only
about international affairs, but also about
equality, inclusion and the courage to
speak up.

UBI, the theme of the day, was explored

All students from Stratford District Secondary School (SDSS), St. Michael Catholic Secondary School and Nancy
Campbell Academy, who participated in the event, were invited into the council chambers by Mayor Martin Ritsma
to get a feel of how the local council runs.

in depth. Draft Resolution 1-1, submitted
before the 1:50 p.m. deadline, aimed to
address economic instability. The resolu-
tion proposed the creation of a UN UBI
research and policy platform, the forma-
tion of regional working groups, and the
implementation of joint pilot programs in
partnership with willing member states.

Although the resolution passed with 13
votes in favour and five against, it was
not without critique. The U.K. delegation
voiced concern about the cost-effective-
ness of UBI, calling for more robust data
on funding mechanisms and long-term
sustainability.

Mayor Martin Ritsma, honourary co-
chair for the afternoon session, made a
few stops in to speak to students during
the day and also addressed the student
assembly, offering his congratulations to
participants and organizers.

“Engaging youth in local democracy is
so important, but you took it one step fur-

ther by taking it to a global level,” said
Ritsma. “In these times where we see a
lot of siloing of nations, your involvement
is incredibly important. I compliment you
for thinking beyond yourselves, beyond
your community — you’re thinking glob-
ally, and that’s invaluable.”

Throughout the session, delegates were
reminded that this was more than just an
academic exercise.

“Diplomacy still remains critically im-
portant today, because it is the primary
tool for managing international relations,
resolving conflicts, fostering cooperation
on global issues and promoting human
rights,” Boersen told the group.

“You are not just students in the sim-
ulation. You are the voices of the future
— learning to listen, to lead and to build
bridges where there may be walls. I en-
courage you to participate fully in col-
laborative, respectful and constructive
debate to help this UN committee deter-
mine bold decisions to better the lives of
the people you represent.

“Your ideas matter. Your voice matters.
Your participation today sets the founda-
tion for the leaders you are becoming.”

By 2:30 p.m., the delegates had voted,
passed a resolution and adjourned — a
full day of diplomacy and deliberation in
the books.

As the meeting concluded, many stu-
dents lingered in discussion, energized
by the experience and the knowledge that
they had taken part in something new,
meaningful and global.

Boersen and other teaching staff who
attended are hopeful that this marks the
beginning of an annual tradition in Strat-
ford, where the next generation of lead-
ers will continue to think critically, speak
bravely and lead with empathy — on the
world stage and beyond.

St. Mike's teacher Steven Postma, Mark Boersen, organizer and
teacher at St. Mike’s, Courtney Pearce, a Grade 12 student at St.
Mike’s and Mayor Martin Ritsma, honourary co-chair, listen in as

students discuss universal basic income (UBI)
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How Stratford’s United
Nations simulation came

to life

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Times Reporter

What started as an idea in a high school
classroom has grown into a city-wide ini-
tiative connecting students across Strat-
ford in global dialogue.

The United Nations simulation held on
May 30 was months in the making, spear-
headed by St. Michael Catholic Secondary
School teacher Mark Boersen and brought
to life with the help of senior students
and staff from Stratford District Second-
ary School (SDSS) and Nancy Campbell
Academy.

Boersen, a longtime advocate for global
education, said the goal was to unite stu-
dents from across the city and give them
a platform to engage in real-world issues
through the lens of diplomacy.

“We talk a lot about helping students
think globally and act locally,” Boersen
said. “This was an opportunity to put that
into practice.”

Boersen credits Grade 12 student Court-
ney Pierce, who chaired the event, with
helping to organize key parts of the day
and build enthusiasm among her peers.

The idea gained traction quickly, with
teachers at all three high schools agree-

ing that the simulation offered a unique
chance for students to step outside the
classroom and into roles that challenged
their perspectives.

In the weeks leading up to the event,
students were assigned countries, studied
dossiers, and prepared their stances on
universal basic income (UBI), the central
topic of debate. Workshops were held to
help participants understand UN proto-
cols and strengthen their public speaking
and negotiation skills.

What made the day truly historic was
the collaboration between schools —
something that hadn’t been done before
in Stratford’s history when it came to a
shared, city-wide simulation of this scale.

“We often see these kinds of activities
happening in isolated classrooms,” said
Boersen. “But to bring together three
schools, to bring together different voices,
that’s what made this really special.”

Organizers hope to make the model UN
an annual event, expanding its reach and
continuing to build on the foundation laid
by this year’s inaugural session.

“It’s about planting the seeds,” Boersen
said. “Today’s students are tomorrow’s
leaders, and this is one of the many ways
we can help them get there.”

New show at Gallery Stratford

ALEX HUNT

Times Correspondent

After decades in the making, the gallery's
latest exhibition invites visitors on a journey
through time, accompanied along with a slice
of strawberry shortcake and a refreshing bev-
erage.

Gallery Stratford’s Strawberry Social fund-
raiser will kick off the debut of their newest
exhibition “And yet...here we are: Permanent
Collection/Constant Change” on June 22. The
exhibition is set to run through until Oct. 5
and will feature decades worth of archival im-
ages chronicling the gallery’s transformation
over the years.

“My focus for the selection of photographs
was the role of community and participation,
I didn't want to document exhibitions,” said
Robert Windrum, curator and director at Gal-
lery Stratford. “While going through the re-
cords it dawned on me that the images over
time went to formal gatherings with cigarettes
and cocktails, to children, education and par-
ticipation.”

Windrum explained that as economics and
society evolved over time the gallery would
transform to be a community funded gallery,
focussing less on government support and
fancy formals, now prioritizing family pro-
gramming and community engagement.

The showing will utilize three gallery spac-
es, with each room dedicated to a different era
in time dating back from 1967 until present
day. Funded and equipped from Destination
Stratford, visitors will be provided headsets
with three channel options covering tracks
from the 60s up to the present day to enhance

the exhibit’s visual immersion.

“Music is always the soundtrack of our
lives, and you hear a song, and it can provide
most nostalgic memory,” said Windrum. “It’s
part of the time travel that I want people to
experience when they are going through the
exhibition.”

Tickets that are only sold online will cost
$35 per person for an exhibition viewing and
to participate in the Strawberry Social fund-
raiser. Attendees will also be able to enjoy
strawberry shortcake and prosecco, with all
proceeds donated towards supporting future
gallery operations and programming.

Windrum said that donations received from
the fundraiser are vital towards supporting
gallery operations, as the gallery has shifted
from government support into an entrepre-
neurial model. Winrdum also shares his ex-
citement for visitors to experience the extraor-
dinary presence the gallery has had on the
community over the decades.

“We call it a permanent collection, but how
can we have something permanent in an orga-
nization that’s shifting constantly? I wouldn’t
say there is a threat to our existence but never
say never,” said Windrum.

“It is a little bit of a sense of false perma-
nence to think that this permanent collection
sits untouched, in an organization that is con-
stantly shifting, in a community that’s chang-
ing as well as a society. If the foundation is
always in flux, how permanent can you be?”

Gallery Stratford’s latest exhibition chal-
lenges the notion of permanence in a world of
constant change. Through memory, music and
community, it invites visitors to reflect on its
revolving legacy.
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Ontario retables legislation to support seniors and
their caregivers

LEE GRIFFI

Times Correspondent

The Ontario government recently re-intro-
duced legislation to protect and support se-
niors and the people who care for them.

The Support for Seniors and Caregivers
Act, if passed, would better connect seniors
and their caregivers to complex care, according
to a news release. It is backed by $114 million
in investments to increase access to commu-
nity and social programs that help seniors stay
fit, active and healthy in their communities.

“As Ontario’s population continues to grow,
it is critical to build for the future so we can
support some of the most vulnerable members
of our community,” said Paul Calandra, act-
ing Minister of Long-Term Care. “That’s why
our government is investing in new programs
to improve quality and access to care while
strengthening protections for seniors and their
families.”

The proposed legislation would amend
the Fixing Long-Term Care Act and the Re-
tirement Homes Act. Several changes would
be made and make several changes the govern-
ment feels will make a huge difference:

* Protect residents with dementia by requir-
ing all long-term care homes in Ontario to
have an organized program for dementia care
and services.

* Support seniors and their families by
strengthening residents’ rights to ongoing sup-
port from family or friends who provide care.

* Broaden requirements for long-term care
homes to recognize and respect the cultur-
al, linguistic, religious and spiritual needs of
residents. This includes new regulations that
require long-term care homes to increase in-
formation available in French.

* Introduce new offences related to the abuse
or neglect of a long-term care home resident
and enhance the ability to investigate and pros-
ecute offences.

Other initiatives complementing the legisla-
tion include:

* Investing almost $80 million over three
years to improve and expand dementia care
and supports.

* Expanding community programming
and resources for seniors living in their own
homes.

* Developing a provincial approach for using
artificial intelligence for the early detection of
osteoporosis, responsible for 80 per cent of all
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fractures in older adults.

"Our government is continuing to take ac-
tion to ensure that Ontarians have access to
the health care and services they need, at ev-
ery stage of life,” said Health Minister Sylvia
Jones. “This investment will improve access
to high-quality dementia care across the prov-
ince, allowing more seniors and their loved
ones to connect to the compassionate services
and supports they need, in their community."

Donna Duncan is the CEO of the Ontario
Long-Term Care Association, a group repre-
senting the majority of homes in the province,
mainly the for-profit sector.

"Long-term care homes play a vital role in
enabling seniors with high care needs to age
in their communities when staying at home is
no longer possible. The government’s historic
levels of investment in long-term care staffing,
program and capital have enabled critical inno-
vation and improvements in care.”

She added as Ontario’s long-term care
homes continue a transformation to provide
innovative, resident-focused models of care,
the association thanks the government for
its continued commitment to supporting and
strengthening long-term care across the prov-
ince.

The Nurse Practitioners’ Association of On-
tario has thrown its support behind the pro-
posed legislation. The CEO of the Nurse Prac-
titioners” Association of Ontario explained
the government’s recognition of nurse practi-
tioners (NPs) as clinicians and leaders.

“We deliver high-quality, compassionate
care in long-term care homes, ensuring On-
tario’s seniors receive the support they deserve
to maintain their health and well-being,” ex-
plained Dr. Michelle Acorn. “This is a neces-
sary step in leveraging the full extent of NPs’
training and expertise, and we look forward to
continuing our work with the Government of
Ontario and the Ministry of Long-Term Care
to improve resident outcomes across the prov-
ince."

Seniors, designated as those 65 and older,
make up the fastest growing age group in the
province, and over 60 per cent of long-term
care residents have a dementia diagnosis. On-
tario is in the process of building 58,000 new
and upgraded long-term care beds.

Incentives up to $35,400 are also being of-
fered to personal support worker students and
eligible personal support workers to launch ca-
reers in long-term care homes and in the home
and community care sector.

Happy Seniors Month!
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Caring for our community: Memorable Moments

Senior Care Services

DIANE DANEN

Times Contributor

Memorable Moments Senior Care Ser-
vices was created with a clear mission: to
provide compassionate care for seniors in
a supportive environment in Stratford and
area.

The team at Memorable Moments is
guided by values that focus on promoting
independence, encouraging creativity, pro-
viding meaningful activities, and ensuring
care is delivered by knowledgeable, caring
staff.

They offer a wide range of non-medical
home care services, tailored to meet the
evolving needs of seniors. These include
recreation therapy, companionship, respite
for caregivers, transportation to errands or
appointments, meal preparation, assistance
with daily activities, medication reminders,

light housekeeping, gentle exercise, and
even virtual reality therapy, a unique tool
that brings joy and engagement to older
adults in new ways. If a needed service isn’t
listed, the team is always happy to help con-
nect families with other trusted providers.
At the heart of Memorable Moments is
founder Erin Koot, a skilled professional
with over a decade of experience in senior
care. Erin holds a bachelor’s degree in ther-
apeutic recreation and sport business from
the University of Waterloo and is a certified
personal support worker (PSW) through
Conestoga College. She also completed the
geriatric certificate program at McMas-
ter University. Her continued education
includes specialized training in dementia
care, palliative care, Parkinson’s disease,
and more. Her broad range of certifications
and her deep understanding of aging care
allow her to lead with both knowledge and
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compassion.

A core part of Memorable Moments’ ap-
proach to care is recreation therapy. This
method focuses on helping seniors stay
strong in body and mind by keeping them
engaged in meaningful and enjoyable activi-
ties. It supports their independence, encour-
ages social time with others, and helps them
stay connected to the community. Most im-
portantly, it helps them stay active and hap-
py while making each day purposeful.

Memorable Moments also offers a com-
munity dementia program specifically de-
signed for individuals living with dementia.
This engaging program offers a welcoming
supportive environment and features live
music performed by local artists, flexible
meal options, chair exercises, interactive
games and a small group setting that en-
courages meaningful social interaction. No
referral is needed to join and a free one-day

Busy days,

any day.
Delicious
islialways
on hand.

trial is available for those interested in see-
ing if the program is the right fit. Transpor-
tation can be arranged through One Care’s
easy ride program.

Home care services will continue as usu-
al, but behind the scenes, important devel-
opments are in motion. Erin is working to
transition the current programs to a not-for-
profit model, a move that would make them
eligible for grant funding. The goal is to
make these valuable services more afford-
able and accessible for the community. If
interest and demand continue to grow, Erin
also hopes to expand the range of programs
available. She’s optimistic that these chang-
es will begin taking shape soon.

For more information about services and
programs contact Erin at memorablesenior-
care(@outlook.com For updates and more
information about the programs, visit mem-
orableconnections.ca or call 519-275-4902.
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Seniors remember
taking flight
during weekend
“fly in” breakfast

GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

According to two local seniors, there is nothing more
invigorating than flying high in the sky over Stratford,
Perth County and beyond.

Rodney Bell, 84, from Shakespeare, and Tony Brown,
87, from Stratford, reminisced about their early days of
flying and enjoying their time at the Stratford Munici-
pal Airport on May 31, when the airport and Canadian
Owners and Pilots Association Flight 69 hosted the annu-
al Family Pancake Breakfast. Commonly called the “fly
in breakfast,” it is a fundraiser for the Stratford General
Hospital Foundation.

Although Bell and Brown met special for the breakfast
that Sunday, they regularly join a group of flying enthu-
siasts for coffee most weekday mornings at the airport
lounge.

Orval Gerber, himself in his 70s, is a retired commer-
cial pilot from Shakespeare who also usually joins the
group. Without fail, the discussions can always turn from
regular catching up to airplanes — and Gerber added that
his son Jason has followed in his footsteps and is now a
commercial pilot with Air Canada.

The breakfast featured a fly-in of more than 50 aircraft
and a display of classic vehicles by the Stratford Cruisers.
Organizers say that more than 670 people gathered for
the event and that the final tally has yet to be released
but donations on the day exceeded $7,800 cash and $900

CONTINUED TO PAGE 17
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Seniors remember taking
flight during weekend “fly

L

in” breakfast

On May 31, Stratford Mayor Martin Ritsma and senior pilots

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

Tony Brown and Rodney Bell were at the Stratford Municipal Airport, talking shop and
joining other area pilots for the Family Pancake Breakfast.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16
directly donated to the foundation online.
Stratford Mayor Martin Ritsma was also
in attendance. Although not a pilot him-
self, he hasn’t ruled out the possibility
of joining the airport’s flying school and
learning how to fly — if he gets time that is.
The mayor commented that if he has his
way, the airport will always remain under

the ownership of the City of Stratford,
since now and in the future, it makes a big
difference in bringing business to the city
and continues to be part of the fabric of
Stratford and area.

And it gives Bell, Brown, and other fly-
ing enthusiasts a place to talk shop.

With files from Amanda Mordaragam-
age, Times Reporter.

Retirement should be about
peace of mind—Ilet us help you
safeguard your financial future
with expert advice!

We build client investment portfolios utilizing an
institutional approach allocating to the highest
quality public and private securities.

Give us a call to learn more about how our approach
would benefit you and your family.

John Emin, CFA, CAIA, CIM
Portfolio Manager
Mandeville Private Client

640 Colborne Street, TEL  519.432.6744 x223
London, ON N6B 2V2 CELL 226.448.0122

mapledene.ca EMAIL jemin@mandevillepc.com

g!! Mapledene MANDEVILLE
PRIVATE CLIENT INC

Regulated by Canadian Investment Regulatory Organization.
Member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund.

Tri-County

Mennonite Homes

TCMH Nithview Community Expansion Opening 2027
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M @TCMHomes @) @TCM.Homes  www.tcmhomes.com
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Sports that can compel senlors to get up and move

Discussions about the benefits of sports
participation are often rooted in how
much young people can gain from play-
ing a team sport. Older adults have much
to gain from playing sports as well, and
that's something retirees can keep in mind
as they look for activities to fill their time.

A 2018 study published in the journal
Biochemistry Research International
found that physical activity can be a pro-
tective factor for noncommunicable dis-
eases, including heart disease and diabe-
tes, and can even help to delay the onset of
dementia. The study also linked physical
activity to improved quality of life and
mental health. Sports require players to be
physically active, so seniors who decide
to dust off their athletic gear and play the
following sports can reap all the rewards
that getting up and moving has to offer.

* Pickleball: The popularity of pickle-
ball has skyrocketed in recent years, with
the Sports & Fitness Industry Association
estimating there are now roughly nine
million pickleball players in the United
States. The organization Pickleball Can-
ada reports that nearly 1.4 million Cana-
dians played pickleball at least once per
month in 2023, proving that this popu-

\ @
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lar sport transcends borders and offers a
great way to socialize with fellow seniors.

» Walking: Accessibility is one of the
major benefits of walking. Even seniors
with limited mobility can look to walking
as a less demanding physical activity that
compels them to get out of the house. And
the benefits of walking may be more pro-
found than people realize. Preliminary
research presented at an American Heart
Association gathering in 2023 estimat-
ed that walking an additional 500 steps

per day, which is equivalent to roughly a
quarter of a mile, was associated with a
14 per cent lower risk for heart disease,
stroke or heart failure.

* Softball: Baseball was the first love of
many a sports fan over the years, and se-
nior softball provides a way to maintain
or even reignite that passion, all the while
reaping the health benefits of sports play.
Softball can help seniors maintain their
hand-eye coordination and improve their
flexibility. But perhaps the most notable

Who wants to win BIG and
support their community?!

All proceeds from our monthly 50/50 draws support the purchase

of much-needed accessible vehicles for ONE CARE.

When even one vehicle is off the road, it means:
e Less capacity to serve our clients
e Longer hours for our amazing drivers

YOU could be our next lucky winner!

Visit rafflebox.ca/rafflebox/onecare/ or
scan the QR code to purchase your tickets.

o Possible delays in vital services for those who need them most

SCAN HERE!

benefit of playing senior softball involves
socialization. Senior softball requires be-
ing on a team, and the benefits of social-
ization for seniors are numerous, particu-
larly when they play in leagues featuring
players from outside their immediate so-
cial circle. A 2019 study published in The
Journals of Gerontology found that older
adults who socialize with people outside
their typical social circle were more like-
ly to have higher levels of physical activ-
ity and a more positive mood. Such indi-
viduals also had fewer negative feelings.

* Golf: Golf provides a range of health
benefits that committed players are well
aware of. Seniors who play golf, partic-
ularly those who walk the course instead
of using a cart to get around, can reap the
rewards of walking, including improved
cardiovascular health, and even the ben-
efits of strength-training, as carrying a
golf bag around nine or 18 holes can build
strength that protects bones and reduces
the risk of fractures. Traversing a course
also helps to burn calories, which can
help seniors maintain a healthy weight.

The benefits of sports participation
apply to people of all ages, including se-
niors.

Wes Reinhardt counts on ONE CARE's
transportation service every single week to
get to life-saving medical appointments.
Thanks to this service, Wes has access to
the care he needs — and the freedom to live
with confidence.

“I have a rare blood clotting disease and
sometimes I need rides to London to see
specialists. If I can’t find a ride to go

there, I use ONE CARE.’

- Wes Reinhardt, ONE CARE Client
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Supporting seniors, one

step at a time: ONE CARE
holds first Steps for Seniors

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

The first-annual Steps for Seniors Walk
had enthusiastic walkers looking to sup-
port the seniors in their community.

Hosted by ONE CARE Home and
Community Support Services, Steps for
Seniors’ walking route began at Market
Square on June 7. Attendees heard a poem
and rap performance by local poet Heidi
Sander and rapper Azmatic and did some
chair yoga and stretching with Moda Yoga
before embarking on the walk. Ken’s Fries
and Annie’s Seafood food trucks, which
were at the event, donated 10 per cent of
their sales from that day towards ONE
CARE.

ONE CARE serves seniors and adults
with health challenges in Perth and Huron
Counties with programs such as personal
support, home support, Meals on Wheels,
assisted living/supportive housing, and
adult day programs.

Stephanie Ellens-Clark, executive direc-
tor of ONE CARE, said that the first Steps
for Seniors event was a success.

“We had amazing weather, lots of people
out, community spirit, and so many busi-
nesses involved and community members
really having a chance to donate and share
their time,” she said.

ONE CARE held Steps for Seniors to
coincide with Seniors Month in June. As
of June 9, more than $36,000 was raised
to support the purchase of new “easy ride”
vehicles. Easy ride vehicles provide trans-
portation for clients so they can attend ap-
pointments, activities, shopping and other
errands seven days a week. ONE CARE
has 16 vehicles in the fleet and most of
them need to be replaced as they were pur-
chased in 2018.

"We've had to have some of them off
the roads because of repairs and different
things so we need to purchase some new
vehicles,” Ellens-Clark said.

ONE CARE will have another Steps for
Seniors walkathon event in Clinton on
June 14. The organization’s 50/50 draw for
the Driven to Care campaign will contin-
ue to run, with the draw date on July 2.
ONE CARE will also have an open house
on June 25 at their new Stratford location
on 90 Greenwood Dr.

Otherwise, Ellens-Clarke said ONE
CARE will continue to serve seniors in a
variety of ways.

"We'll be out and about in the communi-
ty. We always are doing fitness programs
and doing all kinds of different classes and
offering our services as normal,” she said.

To donate to Steps for Seniors, visit
www.stepsforseniors.ca.

A |

ONE CARE held its first-ever Steps for Seniors Walk in

(EMILY STEWART PHOTO)
Stratford’s Market Square on June 7. The organization hosted the walkathon in honour of
Seniors Month.

ARE YOU AFRAID TO TALK
About Your Funeral

If you find it difficult to talk about your funeral
now, imagine how your family will feel on the day
you die. Don't leave your loved ones with difficult
decisions on the worst day of their lives. Start the
discussion today and make your wishes known.

Ready to discuss your
final wishes?

Let's talk.

519-271-7411

\P7)
Funeral Home Lid.

NG, Young

430 Huron Street, Stratford
www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com
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Stratford Flames burn bright at
Mitchell Fastball Tournament

STRATFORD TIMES STAFF

stratfordtimes @gmail.com

The Ul15 Stratford Flames Huron Perth (Him-
burg) squad brought the heat to the diamond on
May 30-June 1, delivering an impressive showing
at the Mitchell Fastball Tournament.

Kicking off the action on May 30, the Flames
powered past the Clinton Mustangs with a com-
manding 14-5 victory. The bats came alive early,
setting the tone for the weekend. A standout mo-
ment came from Hailey Oswald, who made a stellar
catch in right field and followed it up with a gutsy
slide at home plate to beat the tag.

Stratford maintained their momentum on May 31
with back-to-back wins that secured the top spot in
their pool. They edged Sweaburg 4-3 in a nail-biter,
with Ava Culligan going a perfect three-for-three at
the plate, notching two singles, a double and scor-
ing twice. On the mound, Serina Proctor was domi-
nant, fanning a tournament-high 16 batters over six
innings.

Later that day, the
Flames outlasted the God-
erich Seahawks (Squire)
9-7 in a high-energy
match-up. Isla Ritchie
sparked the offence with a
lead-off triple, setting the

tone for the game. Aubrey Schenk followed with
another flawless performance at the plate, going
three-for-three to help secure the win.

The team's winning streak continued into the
quarter-final game on June 1 with a decisive 11-2
win over Goderich Seahawks (Collins). Maddie
McKenzie led the offensive charge, going three-
for-three, while every player in the lineup reached
base in a true team effort.

Despite their hot streak, the Flames fell just short
of the finals, suffering a tough 11-1 loss to Elma.
Abby Hurley managed a solid hit up the middle, but
a difficult first inning left the team with too much
ground to make up.

Pitcher Serina Proctor was the team MVP, rack-
ing up a staggering 54 strikeouts over five games
in a performance that turned heads throughout the
weekend.

While they didn’t take home the championship,
the Flames certainly proved they’re a force to be
reckoned with on the fastball circuit.

The team would like
to thank their sponsors:
Crabby Joe's, Ironworkers
Local Union 834, Hunt-
er Steel, Optimist Club
of Stratford, Food Basics,
Joe’s Variety and Casey
Himburg.

Fighting Irish to
join the NPHL

MICHAEL WILLOUGHBY

Times Correspondent

The Stratford Bentley’s Fighting Irish is leaving the Ontario
Super Hockey League (OSHL) for the Northern Premier Hock-
ey League (NPHL) before the 2025-26 season.

“We want to take a moment to thank the OSHL for the past
four seasons. A lot of great memories, great rivalries, and we're
thankful for the opportunity to have competed there,” accord-
ing to the official statement from the team’s Facebook page.

“However, due to the major upheaval within the OSHL, we
decided to step back and put some serious thought and planning
following our championship win. We’re proud to officially an-
nounce that the Stratford Fighting Irish are joining the North-
ern Premier Hockey League.”

Stratford will be part of the league’s brand-new metropolitan
division, which includes Six Nations, Strathroy, Woodstock,
Orangeville, Alvinston and Tilbury.

On May 7, the team announced Mike Finlay as director of
player personnel and scouting operations.

“This is a perfect opportunity for Mike to show the hock-
ey world what he’s capable of,” said Marco Alexander, owner
of the Fighting Irish, in a statement from the team's Facebook
page.

“We’re delighted to have Mike come on board as we take this
next step, not only by joining the NPHL, but into a new chapter
filled with exciting developments we’ll be announcing soon.
We believe Mike will play a key role in helping us bring anoth-
er championship back to Stratford.”
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Unit 13

CONDO FOR

$695,900

53 Roth Street, Tavistock

CHARMING TOWNHOUSE CONDO - 2+1BED, 2 BATH | 1,241 SQ FT | FINISHED BASEMENT & COVERED CEDAR DECK

Looking for low-maintenance living without giving up space or comfort?

This beautifully maintained bungalow condo in Tavistock might be the perfect fit. Constructed by Apple Homes in 2017 this unit features 2
bedrooms and a 4 pc main floor bath, plus a finished basement that offers a third bedroom and an additional 4-piece bathroom and a
craft room, there’s plenty of room for guests, hobbies, or a home office.

Additional features:
¢ Low-maintenance condo lifestyle

e Private driveway and garage

Enjoy main floor laundry, an open-concept layout, and a covered back deck that's perfect for summer nights or your morning coffee. The
thoughtful design makes everyday living easy, whether you're downsizing or just starting out.

Located in a quiet, friendly community, this home is just a short drive from Stratford, Woodstock, and KW — giving you small-town charm
with big-city access.

e Quiet, well-kept complex

* Very low condo fees

@) 2 baths @) fully finished basement ) main floor laundry () covered cedar deck

@) 2 +1 bedrooms @ 1241sq. ft.

CONTACT US TODAY!

® +226-779-1063 @ sales@applehomes.ca @ applehomes.ca
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Stratford Tennis Club hosts Super Set Doubles

tournament

STRATFORD TIMES STAFF

stratfordtimes @gmail.com

The Stratford Tennis Club held its annu-
al Super Set Doubles tournament on June
7, a beautiful day for the 21-team tennis
competition.

The ladies 'A' final was a battle between
the mother/daughter team of Kim and Ab-

bie Straus and the upset queens of the day,
Lindsay Murray and Jess Lawson. Murray
and Lawson knocked off two higher-seed-
ed teams to reach the final in their first
tournament together. Team Straus had
dominated their way to their first final.
The championship match was more of the
same. Kim and Abbie were on their game
from the opening point. Murray and Law-
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Pictured from left to right are Mark Barton, Liam Benton, Matt (CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

Furlong, and Kent McPherson. Barton and Benton, who have won Huron-Perth and WOS-
SAA doubles’ titles in high school, added the men’s ‘A’ Super Set championship to their
trophy case with an 8-2 victory over Furlong and McPherson. The Super Set tournament

featured 21 teams.

1

The Straus duo, who were dominant throughout the day, defeated Lawson and Murray,
who reached the finals with a pair of upset wins, by a score of 8-0 to win the ladies ‘A’ title
at the Stratford Tennis Club’s Super Set Doubles tournament on June 7.

Coaches and/or parents are invited
to send in your sports reports and
pictures to the Stratford Times to let
Stratford and area know how your
teams are doing throughout the new
2025-26 season (and to create some
great scrapbook material to be reflect-
ed upon in future years).

Game reports should be kept to a

Send in your sports reports

maximum of 100 words. Please
include a brief description of what
happened during your games, includ-
ing the names of those who scored
and any special efforts made by your
players.

Please have all reports and pictures
in by the end of the month by email-
ing stratfordtimes@gmail.com.

son had run out of gas and couldn't keep
up with the pace of the Straus duo. Kim
and Abbie Straus were crowned champi-
ons with an 8-0 victory. This is the first
Super Set title for Kim and Abbie Straus.

The ladies 'B' final was the best ladies'
match of the day. Michelle Thomson and
Sadie Ennett faced off against Marta An-
drekovic and Sarah Heaton. In a match
that saw many long rallies and some im-
pressive defense, Thompson and Ennett
outlasted their opponents to take the title
with an 8-6 victory.

The men's ‘A’ final was a battle of the
top two seeds. The first seed, Mark Bar-
ton and Liam Benton, advanced to the
final with an 8-3 win over David Nickel
and Joey Hishon in their semi-final. Their
championship opponents and number two
seeds, Matt Furlong and Kent McPherson,
took out Rob Mumford and Tony Stanic
8-4 in their semi-final to set up the final
showdown. Barton and Benton showed
off their experience in the final. After an
impressive couple of high school tourna-
ments, where they won both Huron-Perth
and WOSSAA doubles, Barton and Ben-
ton added their first Super Set title to their
haul with an 8-2 win.

The men's 'A' consolation final was one
of the matches of the day. Bob Tamblyn
(who was playing left-handed due to a
shoulder injury) and longtime partner Ja-

son Erb faced off against another experi-
enced team in Pat McCarroll and Murray
Schiedel. At the end of a long day, they
went the distance, needing a tiebreaker to
decide the title. In the tiebreaker, Tamblyn
and Erb prevailed by a score of 7-5 to win
the match 8-7.

The men's 'B' final was a battle between
first-time teammates. Sri Dugalan and
Michael de Anglis faced off against John
McCarroll and Ron Zehnal. Both teams
had won matches in tiebreakers to ad-
vance in the 'B' draw. The final saw the
consistency of Dugalan and de Anglis be
the difference as they took the title with a
well-deserved 8-3 win.

The men's 'B' consolation final saw an-
other parent-child team achieve success.
Neil Cave and his 11-year-old son Liam
took out Jared Smith and Kevin Vogt in
their semi to advance to the final. Their
opponents would be teenage brothers Josh
and Will Heaton, who edged out Stuart
Arkett and Brian Arens in their semifinal.
The final had multiple momentum swings
and saw team Cave make a comeback
against team Heaton to force a tiebreaker
that would decide the title. Neil and Liam
Cave won the tiebreaker 7-3 to secure the
8-7 match win and take the championship.
At 11 years old, Liam Cave becomes the
youngest Super Set champion in the tour-
nament’s history.

Tickets are $95 per person.

COMING EVENTS

Complete details available in August and September Coming Events

Complete details available in August and September Coming Events

August 9 Yard and Bake Sale, 8:00 am - 12:00 pm, items for everyone
September 14 Chicken Parmesan Dinner $25 per plate.

September 17 Ladies’ Auxiliary Luncheon, $16 per plate.

October 4

Bus Trip to the Toronto Argonauts vs Hamilton Tiger Cats, BMO Field.

Call Dean Listman 519-273-4463 to book your seat.

Tuesday Morning Buddy Check, 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. OPEN to all Veterans
Widows and First Responders
Friday Afternoon Weekly Social 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Afternoon Meat Draw doors open at 2:00 p.m., meat draw starts at 4:00 p.m.

804-B Ontario St., Stratford N5A 3K1

stratfordlegion008@gmail.com
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U22 Nationals finishes fifth in the OBA MSBA
tournament, rain cancels third straight season game

MICHAEL WILLOUGHBY

Times Correspondent

On the final weekend of May, the Strat-
ford U22 Nationals competed in their
first Ontario Baseball Association (OBA)
tournament of the year in Mississauga,
hosted by the Mississauga South Baseball
Association, from May 30 to June 1.

Placed in the division three preliminary
round, Stratford began their tournament
play with a 5-3 win against the WOBA
Bulls on May 30. On Saturday, May 31,
the Nationals beat the Mississauga North
Tigers in the morning game but lost to the
Milton Mets 19-4 in the evening.

Despite the 2-1 record, the Nationals

failed to advance to the semifinals due

to the OBA-mandated run differential

2019 Nissan Sentra SV FWD
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tiebreaker.

Manager Brian Hawley praised the team
for their performance in the tournament.

“It was a very good weekend. Two of our
pitchers, Will (Zurell) and Matt Lazenby,
trying to throw a no hitter Friday night,
striking out 18 players. It was a masterful
performance. Saturday morning, we had
another good game where we hit really
well, (had) runners in scoring position,
which has not been a strength of ours so
far this year,” Hawley said.

“However, one of the top teams snuck
into the tournament somehow and beat us
up pretty good on Saturday night, which
caused us to lose the tiebreaker to get into
Sunday semifinals. So, unfortunately, it
ended there.”

Stratford was scheduled to resume reg-

ular season play on June 5 against the
Hamilton Jr. Cardinals at National Sta-
dium, but the game was cancelled due to
rain. This marked the third straight home
game cancelled this season.

Hawley is trying to remain optimistic as
the regular season progresses despite the
cancellations and the winless start to the
campaign.

“Well, we've had some really bad luck
with three straight Thursdays rained out,
and that's frustrating, but that's part of
the deal when you when you coach base-
ball, that you sometimes lose some games
you're subject to adverse weather,” Haw-
ley said.

“So right now, we're just trying to get
some games in and get some pitchers
some action, and just keep moving for-

Spring into Savings” @ Stratford Nissan
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ward to our expectations in the regular
season. It's the same as always, where
we're just trying to, you know, get better
every day. That's the general rule, get a
little bit better every time we take the field
and go from there.”

Next up for the Nationals is against the
London Badgers at National Stadium on
June 12, then travel to Welland for a sin-
gle-day doubleheader against the Jackfish
on June 14.

The Nationals have a home-and-home
series against the Waterloo Tigers at
Betchel Park on June 18 and again at Na-
tional Stadium on June 19 before playing
their last regular season game in London
on June 21. They will then compete at the
Mitchell tournament from June 27 to
30.

2021 Mazda CX-30 PRE ITFR['D AWD 2025 Kia Seitus LX FWD

$2'5” 495 o 5133 B/W $27,995 = 226 B/W  $28,500 = $205 B/W
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2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON

*0Our Service Department is Now Open on Saturdays*
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Family breakfast fundraiser draws crowd at
Stratford Municipal Airport

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Times Reporter

More than 670 people gathered at the
Stratford Municipal Airport over the
weekend for the annual family pancake
breakfast, hosted by the Canadian Own-
ers and Pilots Association (COPA) Flight
69.

The event, which featured a fly-in of
more than 50 aircraft and a display of
classic vehicles by the Stratford Cruis-
ers, was held in support of the Stratford
General Hospital Foundation’s In Our
Hands campaign.

The final tally has yet to be released,
but donations on the day exceeded
$7,800 cash and $900 directly donated

to the foundation online.

Bill Verellen, head of COPA Flight 69,
extended his gratitude to the many vol-
unteers, pilots and local businesses that
helped make the fundraiser possible.

Verellen notes his thanks to the Ca-
nadian Harvard Aircraft Association,
Edenvale Classic Aircraft and all par-
ticipating pilots. Special appreciation

also went out to airport manager Andy
Woodham, Jay Ford of the WORK Pub,
John Strickland Automart, Hyde Con-
struction, Bob Allan of Accumetal Man-
ufacturing, Mathieson & Associates
Insurance, Gus and Clara of Gusair Pho-
tography, the Blue Team aircraft mar-
shalling crew and the Stratford General
Hospital Foundation.

Service was quick and consistent at the annual Airport Famlly Breakfast Fundraiser, where
community members gathered to support the Stratford General Hospital Foundation’s In

Our Hands campaign.
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MOTORTRENDS
#1 COMPACT SUV
FOR 3 YEARS
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Chris Borutskie, Waterloo pilot, and Rudy Hane, Bre-

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTOS)

sau pilot, were two of the many airport members who showed up to support the cause.
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Olive Your Favourites moves into new home during
13-year business anniversary

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

Olive Your Favourites owner Aaron
Bayer enjoys running the speciality olive
oil and balsamic vinegar store.

Speaking with the Times, Bayer said he
worked 36 out of 37 days in a row. Not
once did he think about how he had to go
to work.

“Every day, I'm excited to come to work
and that's probably the richest part of this
job and the most value I get out of this —
is loving what I do now,” he said.

Bayer took over about three years ago
after the retirement of previous owner and
Bayer’s mother Michelle Hern, but he’s
been part of the business since the begin-
ning. His passion for Olive Your Favour-
ites reflects Hern’s vision when she first
opened the store 13 years ago to provide
high-quality olive oil to customers.

"She found a product that she loved and
believed in and wanted to share it with
more people and the residual was that she
could make a career out of it,” Bayer said.
“For me, it’s something that I looked to
do when I took over the business and took

Share
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Olive Your Favourites owner Aaron Bayer is continuing his

| e
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mother’s passionate legacy of quality products to use in cooking. The speciality shop
moved into its new location on 22 Wellington St.

to move it forward, is not to forget where
the business started and it's not just about
profits. It’s about education and expos-
ing the people to a more pure product, a
healthier option when it comes to what’s
available to them."

moments,

Olive Your Favourites moved into its
new home on 22 Wellington St. after pre-
viously residing on York Street. The store
now has a larger capacity, so Bayer is
looking to host guided tastings and other
private events.

"You can get a little bit of education
behind your olive oil, as well as do some
tastings. A little bit more in-depth to what
we do for the general public in the store
on a day-to-day,” he said.

Bayer also wants to partner with pro-
fessionals focused on health and wellness
like chefs, home chefs, nutritionists and
chiropractors.

With the new store, Olive Your Fa-
vourites can carry a variety of flavours
throughout the year, rather than rotating
between a selection of flavours every
couple of months. Olive Your Favourites
added Ginger Goat Hot Sauce, made by
a husband-and-wife duo from Kitchener
who was featured on the TV show Hot
Ones, to the inventory. Ginger Goat Hot
Sauce, like all other vendors featured at
Olive Your Favourites, features quality
ingredients.

"Every ingredient in their hot sauce can
be purchased at the grocery store. There
isn't any preservatives or anything that
can’t be pronounced” Bayer said.

Olive Your Favourites held its soft open-
ing on June 7. The grand opening will be
on June 21 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Stratford Festival review: Anne of Green Gables
brings the fandom on stage in hilarious production

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Editor

When my partner, Julia, and I sat down
in the Avon Theatre on opening day of
director Kat Sandler’s new adaptation of
Anne of Green Gables — the classic Ca-
nadian story by Lucy Maud Montgom-
ery told countless times before — I wasn’t
sure what to expect.

Unlike Julia, who first watched the
1985 miniseries of the same name when
she was in school, I had never read the
original book or seen a rendition on
stage or screen before. I was tangentially
familiar with the story through pop-cul-
ture references, but I soon found I knew a
lot less than I thought. Julia, meanwhile,
struck up a conversation with the two
women seated beside us, who turned out
to be Anne of Green Gables podcasters
from Los Angeles who travelled to Strat-
ford specifically for the play’s opening.

As they talked excitedly about the
show and reminisced about their expe-
riences with the story, I watched with
amusement as Maev Beaty, who plays
both Penelope — the superfan-president
of an Anne of Green Gables book club
and a pseudo narrator for the play — as
well as Rachel Lynde from the story it-
self, nervously flitted across the stage,
speaking with a stagehand and ensuring
everything was just right for whatever
production of the story she was about to

|

Tim Campbell as Matthew Cuthbert and Caroline Toal as Anne Shirley

(DAVID HOU PHOTO)

in Anne of Green Gables. Stratford Festival 2025.

introduce.

As she addressed the audience and oth-
er members her book club joined her on-
stage — as well as a hilariously confused
member of the audience (Steven Hao)
who decided he, too, was going to help
tell the story — it became quite clear this
production would be unlike any other
that came before.

As the book club members helped Pe-
nelope imagine the play, its characters
and settings into being, many of those

same people, as well as the somewhat be-
mused stagehand, stepped in themselves
to perform as characters from the sto-
ry, bringing their own commentary and
comedy to the events unfolding onstage.

Once Anne Shirley (Caroline Toal) was
imagined into life onstage, it was obvi-
ous she would steal the show, just as any-
one playing Anne should. Her quick wit,
exhaustive lexicon, relentless optimism
and flair for the dramatic were on full
display from the very first scene at the

train station until she decided to remain
at Green Gables instead of leaving for
school at the play’s end.

And while Anne was undoubtedly the
star of the show, its heart and soul came
from those around her, most notably the
soft-spoken-yet-kind Matthew Cuthbert
(Tim Campbell) and the shrewd-yet-lov-
ing Marilla Cuthbert (Sarah Dodd) — the
aging siblings who adopted Anne — and
Anne’s eternal bosom buddy, Diana Bar-
ry (Julie Lumsden). Campbell’s onstage
chemistry with Toal was particularly
moving, making his sudden death near
the play’s end all that more impactful.

Just as the actors in this production
brought Anne’s story to life, so too did
the set design. From the Green Gables
dollhouse turned two-storey, life-sized
set-piece to the decorative tree stumps,
floral arrangements and other vegetation
used to depict the picturesque PEI coun-
tryside, the stage felts as if it were lifted
from a storybook, even after the time pe-
riod in which the story is set is bumped
up to modern day.

Overall, this production of Anne of
Green Gables was not only an excellent
introduction to the story for someone like
myself, but it also served as a celebration
of the source material for fans who have
cherished Montgomery’s words for most
of their lives.

Anne of Green Gables runs at the Avon
Theatre until Oct. 31.

Stratford Festival review: Annie wows with talented
kids and a cast to back them up

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor

What more could one ask for in a mu-
sical than a group of talented kids, a stel-
lar cast to back them up and a very well-
trained dog? (He’s a good boy! Yes, he is!)

With all these elements and so much
more, director-choreographer Donna Feo-
re has everything she needs for yet anoth-
er smash hit with her 2025 production of
Annie.

The musical starts on its strongest note
as it transitions from Annie’s (Harper Rae
Asch) heartfelt performance of “Maybe”
— setting the stage for the iconic, redhead-
ed orphan’s search for her parents — to the
gravity defying performance of “Hard
Knock Life” by all 11 child actors in the
cast.

Let me just take a moment to express
how blown away I was by that song alone.
It was choreographed perfectly, complete
with jumps and rolls and prop tosses and
beds on wheels, while the timing of each
of the young actors was impeccable. Be-
yond being stunned by the sheer talent
on stage during that number, I had two
thoughts. How much time and patience
did it take to teach these kids to perform
this number; and, if I were to try some of
those onstage stunts, especially those in-

From front-left, Jennifer Rider Shaw as Grace Farrell, Harper Rae
Asch as Annie and Dan Chameroy as Oliver Warbucks with members
of the company in Annie. Stratford Festival 2025.

volving the beds, the crew would probably
need to roll me offstage on one of those
beds afterward because 1 would not be
able to stand up again.

An uproarious standing ovation was re-
ally the least the audience could offer after
a number like that one.

(DAVID HOU PHOTO)

Beyond the extraordinary talent of
the young actors — and Clue the fox-
hound-poodle cross, who played Sandy —
this production hit all the right notes I was
hoping for, having only just watched the
1982 film based on the musical for the first
time a few weeks prior to seeing it.

While a few plot points differ slightly —
mostly due to the logistics of producing it
for the stage instead of film — I found the
chemistry onstage between Annie, Oliver
Warbucks (Dan Chameroy) and Grace
Farrell (Jennifer Rider-Shaw) made this
production more enjoyable and emotional-
ly rewarding in the end.

Laura Condlln as Miss Hannigan is an-
other brilliant casting choice as she once
again shows her penchant for physical
comedy in this production. Her haphazard
disregard for Annie and the other orphans,
and her drunken drive to partner with her
brother, Rooster Hannigan (Mark Uhre),
and his girlfriend, Lily St. Regis (Amanda
Lundgren), to dupe Warbucks out of his
money and Annie out of her new family
gives the audience a detestable villain to
root against.

There is so much good in this produc-
tion, from the ensemble to the set design
to the choreography and, of course, the or-
chestra, it’s hard to do justice to this won-
derful production in just 500 words.

If you’re anything like me and you see
this musical, you’ll be humming “Tomor-
row” and “Hard Knock Life” for days if
not weeks. Personally, I'm on my second
week for both.

Annie runs at the Festival Theatre until
Now. 2.
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Stratford Festival review: Dirty Rotten Scounderels
offers plenty of dirty rotten fun

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Editor

Sophistication and class versus low-
brow simplicity. There are many ways
to trick someone out of their money, as
long as you remember one rule: give
them what they want.

The cast and crew of director Tracey
Flye’s 2025 Stratford Festival production
of Dirty Rotten Scoundrels did just that,
delivering a fast-paced, highly comedic
adaptation of the multi-Tony Award win-
ning musical film of the same name for
the stage at the Avon Theatre.

For my money, the stage was set impec-
cably, whether it was for a posh nightclub
from some past decade, or a highly ap-
pointed, five-star hotel somewhere along
the French Riviera. The costumes, too,
added to that sense of wealth and mys-
tique, be it Lawrence Jameson’s (Jona-
than Goad) carefully tailored tuxedos,
or the flowing, iridescent evening gowns
worn by Muriel Eubanks (Sara-Jeanne
Hosie) and the other women tricked into
handing over their cash, gold and jewels
during the musical’s opening numbers.

This, I believe, is why the crass humour
delivered by the inelegant American con-
man, Freddy Benson (Liam Tobin), with
perfect timing and the physical comedy

Jonathan Goad as Lawrence Jamesonand Llam Tobln as Freddy

(DAVID HOU PHOTO)

Benson in Dirty Rotten Scoundrels. Stratford Festival 2025.

chops to match hits so hard in this pro-
duction. The onstage comedic chemistry
between Goad and Tobin rivals that of
Steve Martin and Michael Caine in the
original film and perhaps hits its highest
point — at least in my opinion — in the
second act beginning with the number,
“Ruffhousin’ With Shiiffhausen.”

And none of that comedic chemis-
try would be possible without Shakura
Dickson’s Christine Colgate, the object
of the protagonists’ desires — be they
financial or romantic — who ultimate-
ly turns the con on the conmen. What
appears to be Colgate’s innocence cou-
pled with her hilarious penchant for

clumsiness — delivered adeptly by Dick-
son without any hint of her underlying
machinations — makes for the perfect
foil to Jameson and Benson’s competing
schemes.

In a musical rife with comedic chem-
istry, one other onstage duo has stuck in
my mind. Derek Kwan’s French police
chief and conman sidekick to James-
on, Andre Thibault, and Hosie’s Muriel
Eubanks, the would-be benefactor and
oblivious stalker to one of Jameson’s
alter-egos, unexpectedly find a sexual
attraction in one another so animalistic
in nature, one can’t help but laugh. In
a story focused around lies and decep-
tion, the pair finds a love so authentic, it
offers a wonderful contrast to the main
plot.

I can’t conclude a critique of this pro-
duction without a nod to the choreogra-
phy. Throughout the musical, the actors’
use of space, interaction with props and
set pieces, and their seamless incorpo-
ration of hilarious physical comedy hit
every note and every joke without dis-
tracting from the story. The musicians,
too, should be credited for their commit-
ment and dedication to hitting the right
note for the right joke.

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels runs at the
Avon Theatre until Oct. 25.

Killoran Crescent gardeners exhibit diverse styles
for Horticultural Somety_ Garden Tour

LISA CHESTER

Times Correspondent

The upcoming Stratford and District
Horticultural Society garden tour on Sun-
day, July 6, promises to be as interesting
as ever with seven gardens featured. Take
this opportunity to visit different private
residential gardens that showcase differ-
ent styles, species and features.

The Killoran Crescent gardens are great
examples of different approaches to small
spaces that maximize what can be incor-
porated into the gardens. Darlene and An-
dre Attinger at 30 Killoran Cres. and Pam
Maten at 36 Killoran Cres. are next door
neighbours that are both featured in this
year’s tour.

Both gardens utilize container garden-
ing with cloth pots and raised beds as a
means to maximize the space available.
They are easy to maintain, you can’t over
water and the air helps the root base.

Going through the gate to the left of 30
Killoran Cres. takes you through a climb-
ing clematis before a welcoming flagstone
path winds through the yard. The Atting-
er’s labour of love began 22 years ago with
a blank slate, there were no fences, trees,
or gardens to speak of. She got into con-
tainer gardening because of the ease with
which she could tend to her plants.

“I love gardening. Originally, years ago,
my husband built me this container box
because we had so many bunnies and no

The container space at 30 Killoran Cres. is new this year and filled
with produce that can be moved around as needed to maximize yield.

fences. When we moved here, we had this
one tree (in the back yard) and it was five
feet tall. That’s it. Looking straight down
there were no fences all the way down to
the corner. I think my soil was too rich and
my veggies didn’t work back here, and I
gave up. Then I discovered the fabric pots
last year and loved it. They are so easy to

(LISA CHESTER PHOTO)

maintain and to keep watered. So easy
that we created this year ... a space for
containers,” explained Darlene Attinger.
Anything can be grown in the pots,
they have handles so that they can easily
be moved into or out of the sun, no longer
is being root bound an issue and water-
ing is a breeze. She grew her own veggie

seeds, tomatoes, peppers and nasturtiums,
among others. They have also focused on
perennials in beds for an array of colour
and beauty. There are birds, bees and but-
terflies that find a home in the organic gar-
den.

Next door, at 36 Killoran Cres. is an en-
tirely different approach with no grass at
all. Pam Maten has created a wonderful
space using trees, perennials, raised beds
and containers. For the past ten years the
property has been transformed from pre-
dominately turf to an ecosystem sustain-
ing life.

By the time the tour occurs, guests can
expect to see many flowers out front, from
daisies to grasses, milkweed and hybrid
trees that are keystone species.

“My focus in my garden is trying to in-
corporate native species; not everything
in my garden is native by any means but
I’'m trying as much as possible to do na-
tives. There is a bush honeysuckle and
some grasses like little blue stem. It is
well-behaved and gives a nice little plume
and some winter interest, and there are
some birds that will eat the little seeds in
the wintertime. I’'m trying to create some
habitat for the birds and the insects,” said
Maten.

Care and consideration of the birds is
evident in plant choice, bird baths and the
expansive front window is covered in dots
to discourage bird collisions, which had

CONTINUED TO PAGE 32
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The truth is not enough

SYDNEY GOODWIN

Times Correspondent

A dystopian future full of corrupt gov-
ernment, disinformation and polarized
political unrest, where random acts of
violence and environmental catastro-
phes have become the norm, and where
the powers that be try to impose law and
order by means of brain chip implants.
Someone or something needs to stand
up against the uncertainty of the world,
and who should that be? None other
than the Horseheads.

Ron Finch returns with his 17th nov-
el Devolution: 2036 - The Truth is Not
Enough, a dystopian novel set in the
near-future. Finch takes all of the un-
certainty and corruption that has been
prevalent in this current day and age
and ramps it up to twelve. Taking those
fears of the future and making it reali-
ty, Finch creates a world eerily like our
own.

“This book takes a look at where cur-
rent trends are taking us as a society and
how some particularly bold and brave
individuals may stand against them. A
dystopian future that could very well
become a reality if we don't change
course.”

Finch explains about the crux of his
newest book, taking themes that are
defining our current age and showing
what could happen when everything
goes wrong. “I wrote this book a year
ago, long before the current American
president became president again. May-
be it's a coincidence. If I really could see
into the future I'd be rich,” Finch joked
in regard to the corrupted government
within his novel, and the current state of
certain government officials.

The Horseheads is an armature ac-
tivist group that very much represent
activists who are desperate for change
from corruption in the world today. An
important aspect of Finch’s novel is
how creating a community with a sim-

ilar cause is how a rebellion either suc-
ceeds or fades into oblivion. In Devolu-
tion: 2036 - The Truth is Not Enough,
the Horseheads team up with a brilliant
trillionaire recluse who had recently
moved to Greenland in order to set up
the TRUTH institute, an organization
bringing together the world's best and
brightest, but only those who are dedi-
cated to the truth.

In Devolution: 2036 - The Truth is Not
Enough, Finch takes a step away from
the Joel Franklin Mystery series. This
book offers a humorous and cautious
look at what could be in our not so dis-
tant future.

If this book sounds intriguing, Devo-
lution: 2036 - The Truth is Not Enough
can be purchased on Amazon or directly
from Finch. To contact Finch for more
information, he can be reached at ron-
cfinch@gmail.com.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Cover art for Devolution: 2036 - The Truth is
Not Enough.
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Students help city’s energy and environment
committee install new boardwalks at T.]. Dolan

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Editor

The trails at T.J. Dolan Natural Area
are now more accessible, and the sur-
rounding natural habitat and plant life is
better protected, thanks to a recent part-
nership between Stratford’s energy and
environment committee and local high-
school students.

Last month,

committee members

worked with Stratford District Secondary
School (SDSS) construction-engineering
technology teacher Greg Judge and his
Grade 11 and Grade 12 students to install
a large section of boardwalk built by the

students over the winter along a tradition-
ally muddy section of the T.J. Dolan trail.
“The energy and environment commit-
tee is trying to protect the ecology of the
T.J. Dolan area, and one of the issues we
have identified down here is the cutting
of side trails,” said committee member
Craig Merkley. “There’s main trails along
here and the if it’s muddy, people will cut
a side trail to get around (the mud). Over
time, those add up to damaging effect and
impact on the species that are in here.”
As part of a plan that included the place-
ment of signs asking trail users to stay on
the main trails, as well as the potential fu-
ture construction of additional sections of

boardwalk along the trail, the committee
provided the funding for the students to
build this first section of boardwalk.

For Judge, the project was a great way
to teach construction skills while foster-
ing community connection in his stu-
dents.

“We got involved because it was some-
thing I knew would help reinforce some
construction skills required for the
course,” Judge said. “It’s also good to
make community connections and give
students a sense of pride and belonging in
their community. It also ties to our Spe-
cialist High Skills Major in energy here
at SDSS.”

Throughout the winter, the students
built four 16-foot sections of boardwalk
and two ramps. Last month, they spent an
hour installing them on the trail with the
assistance of Judge and Merkley.

“The goal is to, over time, add to it
as funding becomes available and com-
pletely eliminate the muddy areas of the
trail so people will stay on the boardwalk
instead of cutting a side trail,” Merkley
said. “It can’t be understated the value of
partnering with the local students to give
them exposure to see where their efforts
go, and there’s a product at the end they
can appreciate.

“It works out for both parties.”

- s

Left: A boardwalk built by construction students at Stratford

(CRAIG MERKLEY PHOTOS)

District Secondary School was recently installed by those students along a traditionally
muddy section of trail in the T.J. Dolan Natural Area.

Above: The students, with their teacher Greg Judge and energy and environment commit-
tee member Craig Merkley, show off their finished boardwalk at T.J. Dolan Natural Area.
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MUSINGS: Transition to Self

MARK HERTZBERGER

Times Freelance Columnist

Here’s a thought exercise:
Imagine waking up one morning
feeling a bit strange. You can’t
figure out why until you realize
that you now inhabit a body that
is the opposite of your gender.
If you had a female body, you
now have a male one. If you had
a male body, it is now female.
And there is no going back. As
you navigate the world cloaked in
your new physiology, you reach
out to your friends. They advise
you to accept it, dress appropri-
ately and get on with your life
“You’ll get used to it,” they say.

This story is, of course, an
oversimplification. Those whose
gender or spirit does not match
their body undergo a lifetime of
self-reflection and turmoil until
this dichotomy is somehow rec-
onciled. Sometimes it is never
resolved.

Jennifer Wenn has undergone
the painful but liberating tran-
sition from male to female. Jen-

nifer, a London-based poet and
member of the Poetry Stratford
group, says there was no one
moment when she recognized
that her essence was female.
She just knew something wasn’t
right. When she was nine years
old, she attempted self-surgery.
At that age, of course, she could
have no insight into her actions.

By the age of 18, Jennifer was
in therapy. During one session
she realized her body was for-
eign to her, that she should have
been born a woman. But she
quickly buried the thought. It
wasn’t until she was 53 that the
walls came down. By that time,
she was married and had two
children.

Jennifer says that fully real-
izing her true gender was like
being hit by lightning. She tried
cross dressing and found she
liked it. What her spirit had al-
ways said was finally something
you could see. She began seeing
another psychologist, joined sup-
port groups, and began her jour-
ney to full transition.

In the summer of 2013, Jenni-
fer came out to her parents. As
you can imagine, they initially
had a great deal of difficulty un-
derstanding and accepting what
she told them — but they both
came a long way.

Her kids were savvier. Long
before she came out, Jennifer’s
daughter had told her: “I know
you’re transgender, Dad.”

In 2014, she began hormone
therapy. It turned her inner land-

scape upside down. “It was as if
I was experiencing puberty and
menopause simultaneously.” As
she transitioned socially and hor-
monally, her emotions were all
over the map.

On May 19, 2016, at the age
of 56, Jennifer came to the end
of her physical life as a male.
On that date, she had surgery to
completely physically affirm her
female gender. Her kids were
supportive, her son volunteering
to be Jennifer’s surgery buddy.
Of the surgery itself, Jennifer
says, “It was physically difficult
and logistically challenging. You
go to sleep in one configuration
and wake up in another.”

Why go through all this then?
“Being a trans person is hell on
wheels, something I wouldn’t
wish on anybody,” says Jennifer,
“but it was something I needed,
not just wanted. I was at a fork
in the road and the other path led
nowhere or possibly to death.”

Now Jennifer is an advocate for
the trans population, speaking to

medical students and communi-
ty groups to foster understand-
ing and acceptance. She was on
the London Pride board for over
three years and was the MC and
stage manager for the Trans Day
of Remembrance ceremony. She
is also a published author, includ-
ing three books of poetry and
numerous poems published in
journals. Quite a journey for an
IT business systems analyst.

Jennifer says that before her
transition she could never have
imagined speaking in public and
writing poetry. She had been a
high school teacher for six years
and had made work-related pre-
sentations but had never been
able to speak about herself in
front of an audience.

Along the way Jennifer was
subjected to abuse, from bully-
ing at school to a physical assault
after she came out in public. The
most horrific incident occurred
when she made a comment on a
CBC commentator’s blog. Some-
one replied, saying they hoped
to see Jennifer’s skin made into
lamp shades someday.

These days, Jennifer doesn’t
have as many negative experi-
ences. She thinks it’s because she
now projects confidence in who
she is. People tend to target those
they think are weak or uncertain,
or who stand out in some way.
“To be fair though, while I am
an advocate I am not out there as
much as some in the Queer com-
munity are and ... I am simply
luckier.” Lucky too, to be living

north of the border. She no longer
travels to the United States and
feels that, generally, society’s
attitudes are going in the wrong
direction.

She tries to help people nav-
igate the tangle of confusing
terminology: sexual identity,
physical manifestation, gen-
der identity, gender expression.
When she participated in a “hu-
man library” seminar, a Grade
8 student told her he had a trans
friend. “Without education”, says
Jennifer, “how does that kid un-
derstand his friend?”

Jennifer tries to put her truth
out there and educate. The simple
act of being open normalizes the
reality. Her goal is for people to
treat her and others with dignity
and respect: “I’'m not an ideology
or a theory. I'm a whole person
whose body now matches her
spirit. I can see my true self in
the most intimate way possible.”
How many of us can say the same
thing about ourselves?

You can find out more about
Jenn at https://jenniferwennpoet.
wixsite.com/home.

Mark Hertzberger is a former
social services supervisor, hu-
man resources manager, conflict
mediator, and literacy practi-
tioner. He has since freed his
mind and now writes poetry and
occasional opinionated columns.
Mark has lived in Perth County
for 27 years, the last 12 of which
have been in Stratford where he
resides with his wife, novelist
Yvonne Hertzberger.

Information/media literacy: A failing grade?

JULIA SCHNEIDER
Stratford Times Correspondent

It has been said that information is pow-
er, but I would qualify that statement:
information is power if it is correct. In-
correct information will lead to erroneous
conclusions, just as misleading directions
will send you to the wrong location.

Getting it right may seem easy, but it
is not. The means of getting information
have increased but their quality has not.
Ask yourself where people get their news
and views these days. Is it through verifi-
able sources, or is it through social media,
“substacks” and other biased sources? Do
you consider the reliability of your sourc-
es and the information they provide? Do
you trust others to think for you?

As a librarian and teacher who has
taught students about information/media
literacy in Ontario and elsewhere, this is
not what I would choose to worry about.
I would prefer to continue believing that
people know the basics of being informed,
how to assess information sources crit-
ically, and how to choose which ones to
trust for their research, life and election
choices.

Ideally, that’s the way it used to work.
But in the few years since 1 was in the

classroom/library, things have changed —
a lot. Now many people, not just students,
are turning to social media for their infor-
mation. Do they check other sources? It
seems they don’t or, if they do, it is to go
to similarly biased sources.

In the United States, the situation has
been exacerbated by President Donald
Trump, a master of misinformation. He
has turned to a biased source, Fox News,
to propagate his messages, derided jour-
nalists who do not agree with him, and cut
funds to schools and libraries that try to
keep news, views and conversations civ-
il, open and diverse. In the latest issue of
American Libraries, the official publica-
tion of the American Library Association,
there is an article about misinformation
escape rooms as an antidote to this. In
these rooms individuals play games mod-
elled on far-out scenarios similar to ones
Musk and Trump might have devised
(when they still worked together!) in or-
der to hone their critical thinking skills. I
worry: will this help? Is it enough?

What about in Canada?

Consider the recent federal election.
Before the election I listened to a friend
complain that she was frustrated. She had
not seen anywhere how the parties stood
on issues and had heard about nothing ex-

cept tariffs.

“Where have you looked?” I asked her.

She told me she got most of her infor-
mation from her Facebook group. People
on it had changed during the pandem-
ic, she continued, because it seemed to
make them angry and their posts divisive.
Things got back to “normal” later, but
now they were bad again because of the
election.

“Have you looked on the CBC?” I asked
her.

“What’s the CBC?” she said.

When I told her it was Canada’s national
public broadcaster and that it had the posi-
tions of political parties on its website, she
said she’d check it out.

Shortly after this, I listened to Matt Gal-
loway on CBC’s The Current talk to three
Gen-Zers about who they would vote for
in the April 28 federal election. Galloway
asked the one who chose the Conserva-
tives where he got his information. He
said he avoided social media and instead
looked at reliable sources, like the CBC.
This surprised me; didn’t he know that
Pierre Poilievre had said he’d defund the
CBC because it was no longer relevant?

Following these conversations, I lis-
tened with special attention to another
CBC program, this one featuring an in-

terview with Aengus Bridgman, from
McGill University. Bridgman is deeply
involved in research about how Al is be-
ing used to disseminate misinformation
and disinformation from bad actors in
order to influence elections. He said that
malevolent agents are so proficient in cre-
ating “news-like” ads and features that it
is very difficult to tell what is real online
any more.

His advice: ask yourself whether infor-
mation comes from a credible source. Did
it come from a Canadian source? Does it
seem balanced? If not, ignore it.

I am worried. Unlike some people, how-
ever, it is not because reliable sources of
news and views do not exist. They do. In-
stead, I worry because they are in front
of us and are being ignored. Ensure our
identity, our heritage, and our democra-
cy will prevail by checking out our public
broadcaster, the CBC, which is devoted to
telling differing stories and presenting di-
verse views in a civil, non-confrontation-
al and unbiased way. The CBC was estab-
lished in 1936 to “inform, enlighten and
entertain.” It still aims to do this. Tune in
and listen.

Julia Schneider, B.Ed., M.L.S. has been
a librarian and teacher in China, Ecua-
dor, Mongolia, the U.S. and Canada.
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()H THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Regensburg: a well-

preserved Medieval gem

PAUL KNOWLES

Times Contributor

It’s not a challenge to find some-
thing old when you are walking
around the cities and towns of Eu-
rope. The history here goes deep,
but it is also frequently on display
all around you.

And in a city like Regensburg,
Germany, the place is not just old,
it’s special —as acknowledged when
Regensburg’s Old Town was listed
as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Ironically, while the designation
honours the city’s Medieval archi-
tecture (the Middle Ages lasted a
long time, from the fifth century to
the 15th), the actual UNESCO rec-
ognition is only two decades old — it
happened in 2006.

A walking tour of Regensburg
(and it is very walkable) will take
visitors through many centuries
of history and many architectural
eras. But perhaps the most striking
thing about Regensburg is some-
thing that has not changed since be-
fore the Romans came here in the
first century, the Danube River.

The Danube flows right through
the city and at the time of our visit,
the mighty river was on full, pow-
erful display. It’s one of the remark-
able things about Regensburg and
other communities along the Dan-
ube that they have withstood the
onslaught of the river in flood for
many centuries.

A typical, historic street in Regensburg, with the modern touch of a helicopter

flying overhead.

You can’t help but be aware of the
river during your visit because one
of the highlights of any tour is the
Old Stone Bridge, an engineering
masterpiece constructed between
1135 and 1146. During the second
and third crusades, knights crossed
this bridge. Today, it is used by
tourists and residents alike, but by
very few soldiers in chain-link ar-
mour.

The ancient bridge is, itself, the
subject of some great local stories.
One that is certainly true is the
project included impressive towers.
There is one fewer today because a
failed effort to blow up an ice jam
on the Danube blew up one of the
towers instead. It was never re-
placed.

A less-certain account involves
a competition between the builder
of the bridge and the builder of a
cathedral, now replaced but under
construction at the same time. The

story is the bridge-builder made a
deal with the devil to guarantee fin-
ishing first; he promised the devil
the souls of the first three to cross
the bridge when it was completed
as long as that happened before
the completion of the cathedral.
He won and offered up the souls of
the first three to cross the bridge,
which happened to be a dog and
two chickens. There is no report of
the devil’s reaction.

Perhaps the most striking ancient
building in Regensburg is Dom
St. Peter (Regensburg Cathedral).
Founded on the site of much earli-
er churches (dating back to about
700 AD), construction on this
magnificent church started after
fire destroyed previous churches.
Work on the present version be-
gan in 1275 and the cathedral was
completed in 1320 — sort of. In fact,
work continued for centuries with
the cathedral’s towers (which mea-

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

sure about 106 meters in height)
only finished in 1869. And as any
visitor will notice, a view of the
cathedral includes serious scaffold-
ing, which has been in place for 20
years and which residents suspect
to be permanent. As with almost
every European cathedral, expen-
sive, ongoing restoration work is an
omnipresent reality.

In total, there are nearly 1,500
listed heritage buildings in Regens-
burg, dating from the Roman peri-
od on.

As in many heritage cities in Eu-
rope, there are interesting exam-
ples of art, both ancient and mod-
ern, throughout the city. One very
striking example is the mural on
The Goliath House, a 16th-century
work depicting David’s defeat of
the giant. The house itself is several
centuries older.

I was also struck by a back-alley
mural portraying artist Pablo Pi-

casso, there for no apparent reason
but a really well-executed painting
(except for the random branch of
ivy that appears to be running up
his nose).

There is more to do in Regens-
burg that wandering around looking
at buildings — although that can take
quite a while. The city is home to
Germany’s oldest bratwurst restau-
rant, the Alte Wiirstkiiche (Old Sau-
sadge Kitchen), and a number of
breweries. Personally, I enjoyed a
Gluck’s Pilz at Jolie’s Café.

Not enjoyable, but more essential,
is the part of any tour of Regens-
burg that involves the history of the
Jewish residents of the city. As is
frequently the case, this is a story
of persecution, betrayal and even-
tual genocide. In the late Medieval
period, Jews were protected in Re-
gensburg, but when a recession hit
in 1500, the Christian leaders real-
ized they could solve their financial
problems by driving the Jews — to
whom they owed money — out of
the city.

By the 20th century, the Jewish
population had recovered but, in
1938, the Nazis destroyed the syn-
agogue and several Jewish-owned
homes and stores. During World
War II, hundreds of Jews were de-
ported, many to their death at the
Dachau concentration camp.

Today, a newly created architec-
tural/artistic work commemorates
the location of the synagogue and
honours the memories of the Jews
who died in the persecutions over
the centuries.

It’s a sobering stop on a fasci-
nating tour of one of Germany’s
best-preserved Medieval cities.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and President of the
Travel Media Association of Can-
ada. To contact Paul about travel,
his books, or speaking engage-
ments, email pknowles@golden.
net.

Dom St. Peter has been fronted by scaffolding for at least 20 years.

Regensburg is Iocated at the northern-most pomt of the Danube Rlver This photo was
taken when the Danube was in flood — a continual challenge to riverfront towns.
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Eleven ways to cultivate inner thriving

IRENE ROTH

Times Freelance Columnist

In a world that celebrates hus-
tle, achievement and external
validation, it’s easy to overlook
the quieter, deeper experience
of inner thriving. We’re often
taught that success comes from
pushing harder, doing more,
and constantly improving our-
selves. But true thriving doesn’t
come from checking off boxes
or climbing ladders — it comes
from within. It’s about how we
feel in our own skin, how at
peace we are with ourselves,
and how aligned we are with
what matters most.

Inner thriving is the feeling
of being grounded and fulfilled,
regardless of what’s happen-
ing around us. It’s the ability

to weather life’s storms with
grace and to savor the small,
beautiful moments that often go
unnoticed. It’s not a destination
we arrive at, but a practice —
a way of living and relating to
ourselves with kindness, pres-
ence, and purpose. When we
begin to shift our focus inward
and tend to the soil of our inner
lives, we can grow resilience,
joy and authentic self-trust.

The following 11 practices
are simple, soulful ways to be-
gin that journey.

Prioritize restorative rest

Thriving starts with honoring
your need for rest. This isn’t
just about sleep, though that’s
essential. It’s also about creat-
ing regular moments of pause,
stillness and quiet. Rest replen-
ishes our nervous system and
gives us the clarity to hear our
inner voice.

Embrace imperfection

We often equate thriving
with perfection. But the truth
is, thriving is messy, beautiful
and human. Give yourself per-
mission to be a work in prog-
ress. Growth comes when we
let go of unrealistic standards
and meet ourselves with com-
passion.

Nourish with intentional

choices

What you consume — physi-
cally, emotionally and mental-
ly — shapes your inner world.
Choose nourishing foods, up-
lifting media and soul-enrich-
ing conversations. Fill your
days with things that spark
joy and connection rather than
drain your spirit.

Practice mindful presence

Inner thriving lives in the
present moment. So often we
dwell in the past or worry about
the future. But right here —
this breath, this feeling, this
moment — is where life hap-
pens. Mindfulness, even in
small doses, helps ground us in
what’s real and true.

Align with your values

When you live in alignment
with your values, you create
a strong foundation for inner
thriving. Know what matters to
you, such as kindness, creativi-
ty, faith or freedom. Then make
choices that reflect those prior-
ities. Alignment brings integri-
ty, and integrity brings peace.

Cultivate curiosity over
judgment

When things go wrong, or we
fall short, it’s easy to become
self-critical. Thriving begins
when we trade judgment for

curiosity. Instead of asking,
“What’s wrong with me?” ask,
“What 1is this trying to teach
me?” Compassionate inquiry
opens the door to transforma-
tion.

Connect with nature regu-
larly

Nature grounds and soothes
us in ways we can’t always
explain. A walk in the woods,
sunlight on your face, the scent
of blooming flowers — all these
things remind us we are part of
something greater. Nature of-
fers perspective, serenity and
renewal.

Honour your emotions

Inner thriving doesn’t mean
always being happy. It means
being emotionally honest. Al-
low yourself to feel the full
range of your emotions without
suppressing or judging them.
Emotions are messengers and
thriving comes from listening
to what they’re trying to say.

Practice gratitude, even
with the small things

Gratitude shifts our attention
from lack to abundance. Even
on hard days, there’s something
to be thankful for, such as a
kind word, a hot cup of tea, a
moment of laughter. Regular
gratitude rewires your brain for

resilience and contentment.

Seek growth, not perfection

Thriving is an ongoing jour-
ney, not a destination. Let your
goal be to grow, but not neces-
sarily to arrive at some fixed
version of better. Be curious
about how you can expand,
learn and evolve in your own
time, on your own path.

Surround yourself with up-
lifting energy

You can’t thrive in a toxic
environment. Be intention-
al about who you spend time
with. Choose people who sup-
port your growth, respect your
boundaries and see your po-
tential. When you surround
yourself with love and encour-
agement, thriving becomes
contagious.

Inner thriving is a deeply
personal journey. It’s not about
achieving a certain lifestyle,
but about how you feel on the
inside. It’s a gentle unfolding
into who you are and what you
need to be your best. By inte-
grating these practices into

your life slowly, with intention
and care, you can begin to nur-
ture a version of yourself that
feels fully alive.

You deserve to thrive, not
someday, but now.

C o M I N G E V E N Ts Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.com

STRATFORD SCRABBLE CLUB
Anne Hathawy Residence 480 Downie St., Stratford

Cream

Wild Boar, Berlin95, Los Rolling Tacos, Moreish Ice

Meets every Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. for 3 games.
Check our website for further details stratfordscrabble.ca

Proceeds go to Agricultural Society
CLINTON, ONTARIO 150 ANNIVERSARY

STRATFORD LAWN BOWLING CLUB OPEN July4,5,6
HOUSE BARTLIFFS BAKERY AND RESTAURANT
Saturday June 14 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. REUNION

Stratford Municipal Golf Course

No experience or equipment needed. Instruction and
equipment provided. Wear comfortable clothes and flat
shoes/sandals. (And no, you don’t have to wear white!!)
FOOD TRUCKS

Grace United Church. Tavistock

June 16, 4:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Frying Dutchman, SWAT, El Milagro, Moreish Ice Cream
Proceeds go to Camp Bimini

FOOD TRUCKS

Grace United Church. Tavistock

June 23, 4:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Serial Griller, Pablas Street of India, Ish n chips, Beavertails
Proceeds go to Grace United Church

FOOD TRUCKS

Grace United Church. Tavistock

June 30 4:30 - 7:30 p.m.

STRATFORD
TIMES :

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: stratfordtimes@gmail.com

Library Park, July 5, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Meet and greet! Memories and Laughter!
Hosted by Liz Bartliff

Featuring Gail Selkirk

A little bit of country, jazz, rock and rap.
With Lee Pickel and the FBC Jammers

SATURDAY, JUNE 14TH

AT 7:00 P.M.

First Baptist Church of St. Marys
34 Church Street South
Tickets: $20.00
Available at Lyric Flowers, St. Marys
(or at the church door, if still available)

COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE

OUR Community Dollar is holding
a Community Garage Sale at
240 Graff Ave., Stratford
Saturday, July 5th10 a.m. -4 p.m.
10’ space is $20.00. Book your space now.
Email: Info@ourcommunitydollar.com

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

The Community Calendar is for non-profit organizations to promote their free admission events at
no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location as well as a phone
number, email address or website.

If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, you
have the following options:

o Coming Events Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $10 + hst

o Coming Events Boxed Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $15 + hst

o Display Ad - Sizes begin at a classified business card size for $35 + hst
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Killoran Cres. Gardeners exhibit diverse styles for

Horticultural Society Garden Tour

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

been an issue. Going through the gate at
the left of the house, guests will encounter
an abundantly diverse and lush ecosystem.
When the Matens moved in ten years pri-
or, there weren’t any trees and it was all
lawn. The first thing done was to remove
the grass, make pathways, add the raised
bed and finally build the gardens.

There are a number of native Keystone
species, those which support life. Gold-
enrod, black-eyed susans, ostrich fern
and sensitive fern in the front. For shady
groundcover there is wild ginger and start-
ing to bloom at the time of writing was a
snowflake viburnum. The zinnia bed will
be delightful for the garden tour.

The Stratford and District Horticultural
Society is an organized charity founded in

1878 to beautify Stratford, protect the en-
vironment, and educate the public. The so-
ciety, as Garden Stratford, plant and main-
tain eight public gardens around the city.
The annual garden tour allows the public
the opportunity to stroll through private
gardens. One does not need to be a Hor-
ticultural Society member to be featured
in the tour.

The tickets for the tour are $15 each
and can be purchased for cash at Cozyns,
Klomps and Sebringville garden centre.
The tour takes place Sunday, July 6.

(LISA CHESTER PHOTO)
The no grass approach to the backyard at
36 Killoran Cres. is low maintenance with
containers, raised beds and lush gardens of
native pollinator keystone plants.

WANTED

HELP WANTED

PETER DUNCAN MCCOLL

Peter McColl died Tuesday, May 27th at age 91, after
a short illness. Beloved husband for 52 years of Louise
(Lishman), he leaves behind his brother, Rod (Liz), neph-
ews and nieces: Matt, Chris, Alicia, Zilla, Gwyneth, Aar-
on, Geordie, and Carmen and their families, and many
friends, including Bill Wilson (35 years).

Peter was a complex man, a deep thinker (he read phi-
losophy and quantum physics), a consummate gentle-
man, a lover of singing (in two choirs), of canoe tripping,
the theatre, working on art and he adored all five of our
collies. His kindness, generosity, integrity, innate femi-
nism, and strong social conscience were examples to all,
but he will be most remembered for his brilliant sense of
humour.

The family is thankful for the support of neighbours,
friends (especially Al and Janine Voort) and the very kind
nursing care that Peter received in hospital.

The funeral will be held at St. James’ Anglican
Church, 41 Mornington St., Stratford on Saturday, June
14, 2025 at 2:00 pm with visitation from 1:00 pm. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. James’
Anglican Church or to Stratford General Hospital.
www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues,
Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively
buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equip-
ment. For more information: DIAMOND DOGS MU-
SIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford / 226-972-5750

WANTING TO BUY — All collectibles including sports
cards, beanie babies, Funko pops and stamps. Highest
prices paid. Free appraisals. Are you downsizing or need
an estate clean out? We can help. We are at the Pinery
Market at Grand Bend every Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5
p-m. Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

Fair value offered for your vinyl records, cassette tapes
& hifi components. Please contact Sound Fixation, 519-
801-5421, 4 George St. W, Stratford.

I WILL PAY CASH FOR ANTIQUES AND COLLECT-
IBLES — Coca Cola Pepsi any pop company, Brewery
items Kuntz, Huether Labatts etc. Old radios and gram-
ophones,

Wristwatches and pocket watches, Old fruit jars Beaver
Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and signs Red Indian
Supertest etc. Any small furniture.

If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact
me - 519-570-6920.

EMPLOYMENT WANTED

Looking for Employment in Stratford or surrounding
area. Hard working, reliable, with full G driver’s license.
Randy 519-271-8137.

FOR SALE

Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears,
peaches, plums, sweet and sour cherries, apricots, nec-
tarines, blueberries, haskapp grapes, raspberries, elder-
berries etc. Lots of spruce, pine, cedars for windbreak
and privacy hedges. Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers ready to
go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon-Sat 7:00am
to 6:00pm

Martin's Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON
NOG 2X0 (1 Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line)

ROTARY PARKVIEW APARTMENT, 2 bedrooms,

2 bathrooms, balcony, top floor. $365,000 call Beryl 519-
305-2652.

Now Hiring:
Pork Production Technician

o Stratford Area, ON
Duties include: Animal care, health

checks, breeding, barn maintenance

Weekend work and reliable
transportation required

$20-$24/hr based on experience

Apply: peopleandculture@southwestvets.ca

o
b Scuth West Vets
1~y

FOR RENT

CONDO FOR RENT - Available July 1 $1950/ month
plus utilities. This unit features 2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom
Open concept ground floor unit. Perfect for retirement
living! In-suit laundry, one parking space, garbage col-
lection, snow and lawn maintenance included.

This unit is pet free and non- smoking.

Book a showing call or text Byron 519-272-6600

RUN YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD
HERE!

JUST $10 + HST PER EDITION
Contact:
stratfordtimes@gmail.com or
call 519-655-2341
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Riddles

Why did June bring a ladder to the
beach?
Because it wanted to climb to the high tide!

What’s June’s favorite music?
Anything with a good summer beat!

Why is June always so happy?
Because school’s out and the sun’s out!

Why did the calendar get a sunburn in
June?
It forgot to mark sunscreen day!

What’s June’s favorite subject in
school?
Summer-y (summary)!

Why don’t June flowers get into
arguments?
They always turn the other petal.

What did June say to July?
"You’re up next—don’t mess it up!"

Why did the ice cream truck go broke in
June?
It couldn’t cone-trol its spending!

What’s a June bug’s favorite sport?
Cricket, of course!

What did the beach towel say in June?
"I'm feeling laid out!"

Why was June bad at secrets?
Because it always lets things slip into
summer!

Pet of the
Month

Stratford Perth

HUMANE
SOCIETY

A RN A ER R EE P

OAKLEY

Meet Oakley! A vibrant, smart, and
endlessly entertaining large-breed pup who’s
been patiently waiting over 200 days for her
forever home. This high-energy girl is full
of promise and looking for an experienced,
active adopter who understands working or
guardian breeds.

Oakley loves long walks, and cuddling
on the couch after a busy day. She's still
mastering her manners, but with structure,
training, and enrichment, she’ll shine.
Come meet Oakley at the Humane Society’s
Adoption Event June 14th & 15th! She just
might be the adventure buddy you’ve been
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Sudoku
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Solutions on page 34

Word Search
©ICECREAMFLAVOURS

U z D HHPCGBJIKTGTMWTFTCSVUBOP Vanilla

T SMOEUHST KATXRVYSMHN I NK Chocolate
Z RF I MOOS STETRACIKTSNUHTP RILZ

J DI XNTGAVUBUKSHRVYVGCAQT T B| Strawberry
KDGSCTAUJXHFAARAIRHKU| L o 0
HNNJKAOT CHOT COTLATTETUTRTDUB
VKCZBLOHTZZRDSAQRTZ RHATRB Chip

G AEPCMTIKONLIDLUJNZYO L[ cookiesand
R KNUUUTLTETITCPDTE- QOTGCHTCTCE

M DD I SNGVDTETGOUMDTECMOQA K G Cream

H 1 EJLVHZDCSLZBKXYKY Ul RockyRoad
D KGADTLSMGBZAAATETLTSBTGBTERM

X EHFOAATFSUJBOQRNTTFESGB P k o g| Birthday Cake
K COTTONG GANDYADETF | O0A J|galted Caramel
VQZHYDI ZCGDGIRMCTCZV DS

L LREAYWGTLT CTFGMSTETRTU HTCA S Pistachio
O I KR XDRUKKHHHI ALE I HR| cotonCandy
UBEGSTRAWEBTET RTRYXOG JATPT

F TDAFOQLTIAYOHT RTET OTI P s M L| MooseTracks
BNQL ZETMQEZPPDTMWR I ZO0| gubbleGum
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY.

Email to inquire
tratfordtimes@gmail.com

ACCOUNTING HEATING & COOLING MASONRY REAL ESTATE TRAVEL

Famme & Co.

Prafersionm al Carparation

CHARTERED FROFESSIINAL ACCBUNTANTS

125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581 | Fax 519-271-2737
office@fammeandco.on.ca

GLUTEN-FREE

SOURDOUGH
FRESH BREAD

ODBREADGLUTENFREE
@GMAIL.COM

“Serving Stratford & area since 1977”

www.fraserpaving.ca n

Driveways - Parking Lots « Excavating
Truck Rentals - Asphalt Patching

Call Scott or Denise
for a free quote.

519-271-5690
DECK SANDING

The Deckman’s

Professional Services Limited

Deck Sanding and Staining,
no peeling

Kim Moore

519-817-8952

decksanding@yahoo.ca
31 YEARS EXPERIENCE

EAVESTROUGH

EAVESTROUGH
CLEANING

Fully Cleaned, Downspouts Unblocked,

Free Estimates, Quality Workmanship
Stratford

519-273-4713
FENCING /| DECKS

) Fencing
& Decks

info@allshoresfd.ca

SCHOELIER

\TING AND COOLING
226-584-0232
Fully licensed and insured available for service,
maintenance and installation in Stratford,
St. Marys, London and all surrounding areas
reliable service you can trust.

schoelierheatingandcooling@gmail.com

www.phelansplace.com

HUMANE SOCIETY

HUMANE Eﬁ{
SOCIETY

125 Griffith Rd, Stratford
o0 s 519-273-6600 gt ¢
a kwsphumane.ca ”

INVESTMENTS

(&) Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633
www.franklinehinz.com

M Jacob VanKooten
519-274-9288
MASONRY jake@jvkmasonry.com

Member of the

T HUR,
< 3
B 3
%)
4

“ 2
Rs 4550

* Restoration Masonry
 Brick BBQ & QOutdoor Living Needs
« Parging, Repointing & Rockfacing

« Chimney Removal, Repair & Rebuild

JUNK REMOVAL

DIAMOND
DIsSPOSAL

BIN RENTAL OR FULL JUNK REMOVAL

519-284-2221

www.diamonddisposal.ca

info@diamonddisposal.ca

MARKETING

MORTGAGE

LET ME FIND
THE RIGHT
" MORTGAGE
'q FOR YOU!

PAUL BARTON | 519-272-9559

pbarton@mortgagealliance.com

Mortgage Agent Level 2 Lic# 10530

Mortgage solutions

to suit your needs.

Rona Marquez

Home Financing Advisor
226-921-4536
rona.marquez@scotiabank.com

Scotia.

® Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia

PSYCHIC READINGS

JUDY ABBOTT
Psychic Readings

Phone - Zoom - Events
Cell 519 859-JUDY (5839)
Web www.judyabbott.ca

Email judy@judyabbott.ca

REAL ESTATE

0

LUCIE STEPHENS

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

019-703-0333

RE/MAX |i523E0net

SHOP
LOCAL.
SAVE
LOCAL »

DAVE FAIR

REALTOR™

|Make Real Estate a |

|‘FAIR’ GAME |

www . davefair.ca
905.866.7577

A 11 11 SRR N
ROYAL LePAGE [[FHT| (T et (3%
e —

ERAL EETATE

Toni McLean Sales Representative

519-274-1120 pirect
245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

Home & Company

245 Downie Street,
Suite 108
Stratford, ON

. N5A 1X5
Tina Grasby
BROKER
b. 519.508.HOME (4663) | m. 519-275-7663
tgrasby@homeandcompany.ca
homeandcompany.ca

Spencer Binkle

Sales Representative

Direct: 519-801-5620

150 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-2332

210 Mill St., New Hamburg
226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com
agent@stonetowntravel.com

WATCH/CLOCK REPAIR

Watch & Clock Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

Watch batteries, bands
& crystals

* % All makes &
1/ models.
New & Old. "

House calls available

Antiques in Time
45 York Street | 519-272-0411
www.antiquesintime.ca

1. Ryan Fox

2. 40.1 million

3. With their feet

4. Eight

5. Abraham Lincoln

6. Chlorophyll

7. Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows

8. Soybeans
9. Mickey Mouse

10. Barcelona

3|l7|6|aflo|8|2]|5]1
spencerbinkle@royallepage.ca 814(5|2]|3(1 619(7
| 2 1 9 6 7 5 4 8 3
ROYAL LEPAGE
e A 716(8]5|1(2]|3]|4(9
Hiller Realty olalalsle|7]5]|1]2
115|234 |lo|7|6]s8
—— Liz Yundt, 6|8|1|7|5|3|9]|2]|4
S Realtor®) = =T 5 (6 (8|35
— 5|2(3|ols|al1]7]6
Sutton Group First Choice Realty
Ltd Brokerage :
151 Downie St., Stratford, On
1
1 will always de ADVERTISE HERE
my absclule best_28 FOR AS LOW AS
for you! $15 PER ISSUE!

Cell: 519-272-9017

lizyundt@sutton.com

Contact:

stratfordtimes@
gmail.com
or call
519-655-2341
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FREE VEHICLE OIL CHANGE SEASONAL TIRE CHANGE
DIAGNOSTIC AND INSPECTION STARTING AT $79.99 STARTING AT $39.99

WALK-IN

MONEY IN YOUR POCKETS!

NVS AUTO OFFERS:

FINANCING
v EXTENDED WARRANTY

COME SEE HOW WE CAN PUT MORE R AND ENTER

MIS
iz -

-

2021 Honda Civic LX

s [ 3N CONTACT FOR

2021 Mazda CX-5 GS AWD

NMORE
> J INFORMATION
FINANCING
FOR AL L
2022 Hyundai Elantra Essential CREDIT TYPES 2022 Honda CR-V LX AWD

(D 519-271-0601 @) www.nvsauto.com (&) nvsauto@outiook.com () 607 Downie Street, Stratford, ON
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Home furnifure
PROUDLY CANADIAN °'G. "

Follow us on: on 10-6
. ., I 519-273-9330 n r] Sat. 10-5
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