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Ombudsman
makes
suggestions
after 2024 bans

CONNOR LUCZKA

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Two years after three Stratford residents were tem-
porarily banned from all city property, some ques-
tions have been answered — for some.

After a fiery February 2024 council meeting, the
City of Stratford issued notices of suspension from all
city property to three individuals: Barb Shaughnessy,
Mike Sullivan and Ken Wood, saying that all three
had breached the city’s respectful workplace policy,
though no specific instances were shared with the
public.

Following a summer of protests and meetings being
abruptly cancelled after the suspended individuals
were spotted in the gallery, the suspensions were lift-
ed, city council amended its policy as calls came from
the public to revoke it entirely, and Shaughnessy, Sul-
livan and Jane Marie Mitchell, another resident who
was issued a warning, vowed to fight back.

All of that leads to today, after Shaughnessy shared
the letter she received from the Office of the Om-
budsman of Ontario, who completed a review at her
request.

In the letter, which only addressed Shaughnessy’s
complaint, investigator Johanna Dennie noted the
city did not address its concerns with her behaviour
prior to issuing the letter of suspension. Under the re-

spectful workplace policy of the day, and the amend-
CONTINUED TO PAGE 4
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Susan Powell and Alex Powell of Waterloo take a seat in two of Destination Stratford's new tulip chairs while enjoying a walk
along Lake Victoria during a visit to Stratford. For more on the new chairs, see our story on page 6.

Council supports another year of
warming centre operations

CONNOR LUCZKA

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

After a successful, if frenetic, first year, the warming
centre will be back next winter.

At the July 20 special Stratford city council meeting,
council elected to approve its operation for a budget of
$327,031 (with $88,560 being the city’s portion). It will
operate Nov. 1 through April 30, 2027.

The centre ran for a total cost of $235,446 last year,
though stakeholders advised council that this year one

more social service worker and the elimination of the
security guard position would be recommended, neces-
sitating the increased cost, along with building safety
improvements.

“A warming centre is not and cannot be a long-term
solution to homelessness,” said Kim McElroy, director
of social services with the City of Stratford. “It is a tem-
porary seasonal safety measure. The long-term solution

. remains permanent, deeply affordable, supportive
housing combined with the prevention, stabilization,
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Council supports another
year of warming centre

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
mental health, addiction, income and
community supports.

“At the same time, as we continue to
work towards that longer-term solution,
we have an immediate responsibility to
help keep people safe during the winter
months. For individuals who are unshel-
tered, extreme cold can be life-threat-
ening. The warming centre provides
a warm, supervised indoor space with
meals, connection to supports and an ad-
ditional option.”

The centre operated for 134 days, in-
cluding 19 days of extreme cold. While
achieving its goal of giving individu-
als needing refuge more options during
cold weather, it also reduced pressure on
emergency response systems. The Strat-
ford Police Service reported a reduction
of 16 per cent in its contact with un-
housed individuals this winter compared
to last. Representatives with Stratford
General Hospital anecdotally described a
decrease in cold weather-related injuries,
though formal reporting is not yet final-
ized.

Attendance ranged from eight to 38 a
night. Sixty-two unique individuals cre-
ated a total of 2,825 visits, with an aver-
age nightly attendance of 21.

Additionally, the use of emergency ac-
commodations, a resource the city will
use for people needing a short-term stay

at a motel, decreased. Stays decreased by
50 per cent from the previous year.

Along with its successes, the warming
centre did have some unintended con-
sequences. As reported in the May 29
edition of the Times, Shelterlink Youth
Services experienced significant staffing
challenges after several employees left to
work at the warming centre, which was
offering $5 more per hour. After a peti-
tion in the spring from Shelterlink leader-
ship, council agreed to provide emergen-
cy funding for the agency, which faced a
significant deficit.

Additionally, as Catherine Hardman,
CEO of the Canadian Mental Health As-
sociation (CMHA) Huron Perth, said at
the July 20 meeting, there were some in-
ternal challenges. Behavioral escalation
increased within the space as the hours
of operation significantly increased.
Twenty-six police incidents occurred, 15
service restrictions were issued due to
threats or acts of violence, and three indi-
viduals were trespassed due to the severi-
ty of their behaviour.

Hardman noted with increased staffing
and the experience of last season under
their belt, leadership is optimistic about
next season.

“We're proud of the success of this past
season and feel well prepared to address
the challenges we faced during this initial
operation,” Hardman said.

519-301-0797

, Tavistock ON
1241 sgft - Charming space - Beautiful neighbourhood
-2+1 bed - 2+1 bath -1Car Garage - Finished basement

Unit 2, 53 Roth Street

sales@applehomes.ca
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United Housing advocates
for ‘housing first model’

CONNOR LUCZKA

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

When it comes to Stratford’s housing
crisis, leadership remains focused on sup-
portive housing as the most cost-effective,
empathetic strategy.

During a special council meeting on July
20, Kathy Vassilakos, vice president of
United Housing, presented a report titled
“Social and Financial Cost of Non-Per-
manent Shelter Systems for Addressing
Homelessness,” detailing the pros and
cons for different housing options.

Overall, as Vassilakos said, United
Housing is supportive of a “housing first
model,” while acknowledging that there is
no silver bullet solution to the housing cri-
sis. Supportive housing, shelter systems,
and other government initiatives will all
have a part to play.

“What I'm trying to remind everyone
is that all of these components will have
a place, right, in a coordinated system
change, but we have to be ready to move
away from some of that programming that
hasn't been shown to be effective,” Vassi-
lakos summed up. “... It has to flow to-
gether in a way that meets the needs of the
individuals that are accessing those ser-
vices. And that's just a long and compli-
cated way for me to say that we probably
all need a lot of different bits and pieces of
this, but the main focus should be perma-
nent supportive housing.”

On the housing spectrum, supportive
housing is defined as housing with sup-
port services tied to help people live inde-
pendently. Compared to shelter housing, it
is by far the least used tool in the province
for tackling homelessness. According to
the report, out of the 27,138 shelter and
housing spaces reported in the province,
the majority are emergency shelter beds
(65.2 per cent), with only 21.6 per cent
categorized as supportive housing. Due
to this discrepancy, there is only one sup-
portive housing space for every 14 people,
a statistic that United Housing called “a
severe mismatch.”

The report noted that due to rising pub-
lic pressure around the housing crisis,
municipalities may put their investment
into temporary shelters or tiny home com-
munities; however, there is little evidence
to suggest those options are effective in
helping individuals reach permanent, sta-
ble housing.

The report petitions for the expansion of

supportive housing in favour of non-per-
manent shelter systems.

“As supported by evidence, the most
effective solution to homelessness in
Perth-Huron and beyond is to provide
more affordable housing, including sup-
portive housing for our most vulnerable
residents and other types of affordable
housing to meet the growing demand,”
the report reads. “The non-profit world is
ready to work alongside both public and
private sectors to accomplish this solution.
(United Way Perth-Huron) encourages ev-
eryone to think about how they can con-
tribute to the creation of more housing and
be open to additional affordable units in a
variety of neighbourhoods and communi-
ties across the region.

“While the pathway may be different
for some people, the goal should always
be to provide stable, permanent housing.
Some may need temporary or permanent
financial, medical and social supports, but
our goal should always be a foundation
that starts with safe, affordable, dignified
housing. It is not only the most cost-ef-
fective strategy, but also the only proven
strategy. Moreover, it is the most compas-
sionate thing to do.”

After a question from Coun. Taylor
Brisoce, Vassilakos went a step further
and said there needs to be a national strat-
egy with all players (municipal, provincial
governments) integrated. Housing is not
one of the defined responsibilities of mu-
nicipalities, which complicates the issue.

“It's no different than the hospital. So
they raised $35 million to build an MRI,
then you can't cut a ribbon on it because
there’s a technician that needs to run that,”
Vassilakos said. “And we're stuck in that
same sort of hot potato of different levels
of government. And until you can get ev-
eryone sort of doing their part that they're
responsible (for), it's challenging.”

No decision was made at the council
meeting, save for council receiving the re-
port for information. The full report can
be read at https:/tinyurl.com/yxs5enf8.

As noted by André Morin, chief admin-
istrative officer with the City of Stratford,
the city has committed $5 million to build
12 units of supportive housing. Represen-
tatives with the city are waiting to meet
with the province for operational funding.

In 2024, there were 81,500 known indi-
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viduals experiencing homelessness in On-
tario, according to the province — a 25 per
cent increase since 2022.

Locally, as of May 2026,
there were 128 households
experiencing homelessness:
103 single adults, 14 youth
aged 16-24 and 12 families.
Thirty-five were unshel-
tered, 105 were experienc-
ing chronic homelessness
and 16 identified as Indige-
nous.

Across Perth  County,
there were 762 households

on the centralized waitlist
for social housing.
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Egg Farmers of Ontario

On behalf of the Perth-Waterloo Egg and Pullet Farmers we would like to
thank and acknowledge our sponsors. The following businesses and individuals
have generously contributed to the Perth Waterloo School Egg Program which
provides eggs to many schools across our counties. Over the past year the
program has provided more than 65,000 eggs for school lunch’s and snacks.
Without their generosity this valuable program would not be possible.

2023-2026 Perth Waterloo
School Egg Program Sponsors

RUATINUMIBEUS

Gray Ridge Egg Farms | Westlandyn Farms

RLATINUM

Burnbrae Farms | Masterfeeds | McKinley Hatchery
Linton Window And Door | Whaling Poultry Farms
Bayer CropScience | Optimist Club of Ellice

GOLD

Stonecrest Engineering Inc. | B-W Feed & Supply

Trouw Nutrition Canada | Orr Insurance Brokers
Mark Cook Drainage | Usborne & Hibbert Mutual Fire Insurance Co.

New Life Mills | Mohr Construction | McDonalds

Kindred Credit Union | Optimist Club of Shakespeare
MNP LLP | South Easthope Mutual Insurance Company
Nuhn Industries | Agrotec Constructions | Premier Equipment

Hyde Construction | Tri Sun Farms | Stubbe’s Precast Commercial

SIVER

JP Uniac Insurance | Perth Federation of Agriculture
Equipment Ontario Inc. | Hoegy’s Farm Supply | Downie Optimist Club
Dan & Carolyn Mathieson

BRONZE

Shakespeare Mills Inc. | Stratford Farm Equipment
Perry Wilhelm Excavating Ltd | Calvin & Debra Strathdee
The Spa Near The Tracks | Janet & Mike Whaling
Hellman Poultry Equipment | Wallenstein Feed and Supply Inc
VBD Grain | Pazzo Company Ltd. | Bulktech Inc. | R Ritz Architect
Famme & Co. | Delta Power Equipment | Neeb Haven Farms Ltd
Stoneybrook Elevators | Jeff & Sue Orr | Expressway Motors
Waterloo Crop Services | Ayr Farmers Mutual | Mitchell Optimist Club
The United Church Women | Brenwyn Farms Ltd

If you are interested in more information or being a sponsor
please contact perthwaterlooeggfarmers@gmail.com

." ¢ W
>~

P

INTRODUCING

THE

HAWIHGRNE

W LEASING

ARTIST CONCEPT

MORE THAN APARTMENT LIVING. IT'S A LIFESTYLE.

Welcome to The Hawthorne, Stratford’s newest LIFEstyle-inspired rental community,

where thoughtfully designed suites, exceptional amenities, and beautifully landscaped

surroundings come together to create a place you'll be proud to call home.

Whether you're looking to simplify your lifestyle, downsize without compromise, or enjoy
maintenance-free living, The Hawthorne offers a unique rental experience inspired by the

culture, beauty, and charm of Stratford.
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Ombudsman makes suggestions after 2024 bans

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

ed version used today, staff must be sat-
isfied that the issue has been thoroughly
investigated and that there has been ad-
equate communication with the person
in question. Neither policy provides staff
with guidance about what is considered
adequate.

“We also noted that the restrictions
issued by the city were very broad, giv-
en that the examples of inappropriate
behaviour provided were limited to one
council meeting,” Dennie wrote. “The
city did not explain why it was necessary
to restrict you from all city buildings. We
explained to the city that as a best prac-
tice, a trespass notice or a service restric-
tion should be considered as a last resort
and should restrict access as little as pos-
sible, based on the circumstances.”

Moreover, the city’s appeal process has
the chief administrative officer (CAO)
always making the final decision in the
appeal, even if the matter involves them.

The ombudsman reviews and inves-
tigates complaints about the adminis-
tration of public sector organizations. It
may consider whether the municipality’s
policies or processes were followed and if
they were fair; however, it does not have
the authority to direct municipal council
decision-making or to force municipali-
ties to decide matters in a certain fashion.
The office and its investigators share best
practices and suggestions in the hopes of
improving municipal processes.

Shaughnessy told the Times that de-
spite the ombudsman not having the au-
thority to enact change at the city level,
she is happy the letter affirmed what she

believed.

“It clearly supports the fact that what
the city's staff and what council support-
ed was not fair and equitable to anybody,”
Shaughnessy said. “... Everything to me
is a work in progress. If | were to say the
chapter is closed, that would mean that |
would stop advocating for the people of
Stratford, and I can tell you, I am going
to continue advocating for the people of
Stratford.”

When asked to comment on the om-
budsman’s suggestions and whether they
will be considered, CAO André Morin,
who was not with the city during these
events two years ago, said that staff have
reviewed the suggestions.

“In relation to the letter from the om-
budsman, their review did not lead to any
orders or findings, however they have

provided best practices and recommen-
dations for the city to consider,” Morin
wrote in a statement. “The city did re-
view and revised the policy in October
2024 and separated the respectful work-
place policy into three distinct policies.
They can be found on the city’s website
at  https://www.stratford.ca/inside-city-
hall/respectful-community/.

“Further to that, in May 2026, follow-
ing the conversations with and the let-
ter from the ombudsman’s office, staff
reviewed the policies and have noted
several further potential changes. Those
changes are still under development but
will be brought forward for updates later
this year and will include further refine-
ments based on recommendations from
the ombudsman’s office and current best
practices.”

SUBMIT YOUR LETTERTO THE EDITOR TO US
CALL 519.622.2341 OR EMAIL STRATFORDTIMES@GMAIL.COM
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Stubbe’s hard at work as summer heat continues

GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

If readers have worked with Legos at
one time or another, they will have en-
joyed watching two new apartment build-
ings being constructed on McCarthy Road
in Stratford.

The structures were assembled on site
with prefabricated concrete from Stubbe’s
on Muir Line near Harley, Ont. It is a com-
pany that has expanded exponentially over
the past number of decades in a business
that has seen their products go from one
end of the province to the other.

Janelle Rozendaal, digital marketing
specialist with Stubbe’s, stated that the
apartment buildings that are seen off Mc-
Carthy Road are known as the Hawthorne
Buildings, which are owned by Muirstone
Living. They were built and contracted by
FastTrack, which is a division of Stubbe’s
that builds mid-rise apartment buildings
in record time.

She says Stubbe’s supplies, “Redi Mix”
pre-cast concrete solutions and is a leader
in the pre-cast industry.

It is a family-owned company that start-
ed in 1982. Herb Stubbe was the founder
and, at first, the business was small, pri-
marily making Hog Feed bunks. In the
first 20 years, Stubbe’s was steadily grow-
ing and the company expanded and grew
to many different types of farm livestock
feed bunks.

They also began making slats in barns to
house livestock of all types, but definitely
not at the same rate of growth as the last
25 years have been for the ever-expanding
company.

Marketing manager Mikkel Vlietstra
said it was in the early 2000s that Stubbes
really started to expand outside of just the
agriculture industry.

In 2001 they got into hollow core floors,
which led to more precast building com-
ponents in 2006, such as structural wall
panels. Then in 2010, the company got
into structural columns, beams and dou-
ble tees.

As the company developed these prod-
ucts, they began to make total precast
structures, which then became a staple for
Stubbe’s. They are now the leading pre-
cast building manufacturer in Ontario and
they also started their Redi-Mix division
in 2007.

Today, Stubbe’s has many different di-
visions such as Precast, Redi-Mix, Ce-
ment, Aggregates, Premix, with their new
PIVIT bagged concrete line, Logistics and
their FastTrack building solutions. They
have many locations all over Ontario as
far south as London to as far north as
Thunder Bay.

Family members include president Andy
Stubbe, director of Precast sales Jason
Stubbe and Mike Stubbe on fleet mainte-
nance.

Pre-cast concrete in the building of
barns and sheds in the agriculture industry
is also a big part of the work that Stubbe’s
continues to be involved in, throughout
many counties in Ontario. They contin-
ue to service from a number of locations
across couthern Ontario.

For more info contact JanelleR@stub-
bes.org or MikkelV@stubbes.com or
search their website at www.stubbes.com.
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(GARY WEST PHOTO)

A picture of the new Hawthorne apartment buildings across from the Rotary Complex off

McCarthy Road in Stratford.

Traffic is moving smoothly again.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

Stratford and area motorists will be glad to know that crews of Steve Smith Construction were putting the finishing
touches on excavation and paving at the downtown area of Ontario and Church streets in Stratford. Even though
there was much to be done below the surface, the needed construction took place over the early summer months.

Weekend Quiz

By Jake Grant
1. Who won the 2026 FIFA World Cup?
2. What does WWE stand for?

3. What was the name of Dorothy’s dog in
Wizard of Oz?

4. What is the national flower of Japan?

5. What was the main language spoken in the
Roman Empire?

6. What is the chemical symbol for carbon
monoxide?

7. What does CEO stand for?
8. Who shot JFK?

9. What is the only mammal capable of true
flight?

10. What is the world’s largest commercial
passenger plane?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 23
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New tulip chairs sprouting along Stratford's lakeshore

AMANDA NELSON

Times Reporter

You may have noticed a colourful new
addition along the south shore of Lake
Victoria over the last week. New tulip
chairs have been installed by Destination
Stratford to add character and colour to
the waterfront. The versatile chairs also
provide comfortable seating at several lo-
cations along the lakeshore.

The chairs, sourced from the Nether-
lands, are functional works of art de-
signed for year-round use. Made from
recycled plastic and stainless steel, they
have been installed in four groupings
along Lake Victoria.

"A big part of our work at Destination
Stratford is destination development,"
said Zac Gribble, executive director of
Destination Stratford. "We're a cultural
destination, but we also have a super cre-
ative community, so all of our develop-
ment work tries to balance things that will
benefit residents and involve residents in
the creation where possible, while also
creating an incredible experience for vis-
itors."

The chairs appeared almost overnight,
and Gribble said that was intentional.

"We decided to very quietly install
them," said Gribble. "I personally helped
install them. The idea was that they would
grow from the community soil in Strat-
ford. Stratford being such a creative com-
munity that cares about its public spaces
and wants to provide opportunities for
discovery and joy.

"From a destination marketing perspec-
tive, this allows people to capture their
experience in Stratford and share it with
the world through social media," said
Gribble.

The chairs have already sparked com-
munity interest, with both residents and
visitors stopping to use them. Visitors
from Waterloo noticed the colourful ad-
dition to the lakeshore and decided to take
a closer look.

"We were just walking along and saw
them," said Susan Powell of Waterloo.
"I noticed they had a handle, so I knew
it must be a chair to sit on — they're very
cute!"

The comfortable seats feature a soft-
close design and are available year-round.
Destination Stratford staff will work with
the City of Stratford to maintain and keep
them clean and functional throughout the
year.

"They're actually surprisingly comfort-
able, given that you're seated in a petal of
a tulip flower," said Gribble. "Another re-
ally important aspect of when we do des-
tination development. We aren't just doing
for fair weather. We are trying to invest in
projects that will benefit the community
and the visitor economy year-round."

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

The tulip chairs can be found along the
south shore between the Boathouse and
Tom Patterson Island.

Future Destination Stratford projects
include additional chair installations and
the development of a light trail. Feedback
from the community is encouraged to
help shape future initiatives.

Photo frame project continues to boost tourism across

Perth County

AMANDA NELSON

Times Reporter

Perth County is celebrating the first an-
niversary of its "Shareworthy Moments"
project, which has encouraged visitors
and residents to capture and share photos
at destinations across the county.

The project was supported by $30,000
through the Province of Ontario's Rural
Economic Development (RED) program.
Last year, 10 photo frames, two custom
photo installations and 10 custom farm
stands were installed throughout Perth
County to create photo opportunities for
visitors while showcasing local business-
es and attractions.

Designed to enhance the visitor experi-
ence, the frames provide shareable social
media moments for families and tourists
while encouraging them to support local
businesses and farms.

"It's more about enhancing the expe-
rience, giving people an opportunity to
take a photo while still having the busi-
ness name in the background,” said Mer-
edith Forget, director of economic devel-
opment and tourism.

Experiential tourism continues to play
an important role in attracting visitors and
encouraging longer stays. The installa-
tions encourage people to travel through-
out the county, discover local businesses,
support the agricultural community and
share their experiences online.

"A lot of our attractions don't have a
sign other than the road sign, and that's
not exactly something people are going to
post on Instagram," Forget said. "But now
they have the frame and visitors can stand

behind it and get a picture with a beauti-
ful background. So I think it's less about
creating an attraction and more about en-
hancing the experience that's already be-
ing offered."

The initiative has encouraged visitors to
explore Perth County's diverse landscapes
and agricultural heritage while creating
memorable, shareable experiences.

"Since the frame was installed, we've
noticed many visitors stopping to take
photos and spending time chatting around
the frame and enjoying the moment," said
Sarah Tkaczuk, owner of River Valley
Golf Course and Winter Tube Slide. "It's
been wonderful to see families, golfers,
wedding guests and visitors sharing their
experiences on social media and discov-
ering River Valley through the project.”

Tkaczuk said the frames have added
value to the guest experience by giving
visitors another reason to stop, stay a lit-
tle longer and share their visit with others.
She added that every photo shared online
helps introduce River Valley and Perth
County to new audiences.

"The frame has become more than just a
photo opportunity,” said Tkaczuk. "It has
created a destination within our property.
It encourages people to pause, appreciate
the landscape and create memories with
family and friends. We've seen people of
all ages use it, from children having fun to
groups of golfers, couples and families."

Each frame has been placed to show-
case a unique view of Perth County, from
farmland and conservation areas to bus-
tling farm markets, family attractions and
local culinary destinations.

"Overall, we've been very pleased with

The Perth Farmhouse

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Marty Klomp of Klomp's Home and Garden, Meredith Forget, director of economic devel-
opment and tourism, Casey Howanyk of the Perth Farmhouse, Perth County Warden Dean
Trentowsky, Justin Dias, economic development officer for Perth County, Steve Howanyk
of the Perth Farmhouse and others pose in front of one of the 10 picture frame signs fund-
ed through the Rural Ontario Development program.

the project,” Tkaczuk said. "It's simple,
interactive and creates lasting memories
while encouraging people to explore ev-
erything our community has to offer."
Frame locations include:
Anna Mae's Bakery & Restaurant
Apple Bottom Orchards
Hoover's Maple Syrup

Lynn River Farm

Pootcorners

River Valley Golf & Tube Slide
Perth Farmhouse

TNT Berries

West Perth Wetlands
Wildwood Conservation Area
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Stratford General Hospital Foundation achieves

Imagine Canada standards accreditation

STRATFORD TIMES STAFF

stratfordtimes @gmail.com

The Stratford General Hospital Foun-
dation has announced its accreditation
under Imagine Canada standards. With
this achievement, it has become part of
a network of nonprofit and charitable or-
ganizations dedicated to continuous im-
provement, transparency, operational ex-
cellence and good governance.

The Imagine Canada standards leverage
the wisdom and expertise of the nonprofit
sector in key areas such as board gover-
nance, financial accountability and trans-
parency, fundraising, human resources
and volunteer involvement. It supports
organizations in strengthening their prac-
tices and advancing to the next level by
building strong governance and opera-
tions — laying the foundation for lasting
excellence, resilience and impact.

"At the Stratford General Hospital
Foundation, we recognize that every do-
nation represents a profound act of trust,”
said Cheryl Hunt, executive director of
the foundation, in an announcement.
“Achieving Imagine Canada Standards
accreditation reflects our commitment to
honouring that trust through the highest
standards of accountability, transparency

and ethical stewardship. This recognition
belongs to our dedicated board of direc-
tors, staff and volunteers, whose commit-
ment ensures every gift entrusted to us is
managed with integrity and invested in
strengthening health care close to home."

"On the journey toward great gover-
nance, organizations pursue accreditation
as a public testament to their commitment
to the highest standards of transparency
and accountability. We offer our sincere
congratulations to the newly accredit-
ed and re-accredited organizations, key
players in our standards network of 285
organizations nationwide," said Bruce
MacDonald, president and CEO of Imag-
ine Canada. "By achieving accreditation,
these organizations have solidified them-
selves as leaders in integrity, efficiency,
and transparency in the nonprofit sector."

Since 2012, Imagine Canada standards
serve as the only comprehensive guide-
lines created by the sector, for the sector,
to address key areas of governance and
operations: board governance, financial
accountability and transparency, fund-
raising, human resources, and volun-
teer engagement. These standards are
designed to promote best practices and
transparency within charities and non-
profits seeking to continuously improve.

The goal is to foster resilience and bolster
public confidence in both individual orga-
nizations and the sector overall.

The accreditation process involves
meeting 73 rigorous standards spanning
financial management and accountabil-
ity, fundraising, board governance, hu-
man resources and volunteer engagement.
The accreditation process is adaptable for
organizations of all sizes due to a three-
tiered structure allowing nonprofits and
charities to get accredited at any level
based on their needs. Standards oversight
is ensured by the Standards Council, an
independent group of sector represen-
tatives responsible for maintaining and
evolving the standards.

The hospital foundation’s policies and
procedures in the five areas of compliance
were evaluated by a group of indepen-
dent reviewers from the sector and were
found to be compliant with the standards.
Accredited organizations are required to
complete full reaccreditation on a five-
year basis. Compliance and continuous
improvement during the accreditation
period are supported through a report-
ing process that requires organizations to
submit evidence demonstrating selected
standards are being met.

"Imagine Canada Standards Accred-

itation is an important milestone, but it
is not our destination — it is part of our
ongoing commitment to excellence,” said
Fritz Steigmeier, board chair. “As volun-
teers entrusted with the governance of
the foundation, our board is committed to
continuously strengthening our practices
so that our donors and community can
have complete confidence in how their
generosity is stewarded. We are proud to
stand among organizations across Canada
that are committed to the highest stan-
dards of integrity, accountability and ser-
vice."

The Stratford General Hospital Foun-
dation raises funds to support the highest
priority needs of the Stratford General
Hospital site of the Huron Perth Health-
care Alliance. While the Province of
Ontario provides strong operational sup-
port, government funding does not cover
the cost of new and replacement medical
equipment, vital infrastructure upgrades,
or many of the innovations that enhance
patient care.

That’s where philanthropy plays a vital
role. Through the generosity of the com-
munity, the foundation helps ensure that
care teams have the tools, spaces and
training they need to deliver exceptional
health care close to home.

Ruby Barnes from Woodstock, Maria Chesney, owner of Thames Valley Melons,
and Kate Hooker from Innerkip pose in their stall at the Stratford Farmer's Market at
the agriplex. Maria and Rob Chesney have been coming to the Stratford Market for
dozens of years, and enjoy the many special customers from near and far that they
continue to serve and connect with. Last week was the first of their Melons at the
Market, which they sold out, but planned to have many more.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER

www.granthaven.com

In 2026

... there will be approximately 800,000 gallons
of formaldehyde buried in the ground from
loved ones who were embalmed and thousands
of tons of wood, steel and concrete from
caskets and vaults. We understand wishes were
made long ago, before anyone thought about it.
But let’s try to make part of our legacies a caring
one.

AQUAMATION & GREEN BURIAL

...are the most environmentally gentle, clean
and friendly options in Canada.

Rutherford Cremation & Funeral Services
804 Ontario St., Stratford | 519-271-5062

rutherford@jarfh.com | www.jarfh.com
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Get on the green to raise
green for children’s aid

society

STRATFORD TIMES STAFF

stratfordtimes @gmail.com

The Huron-Perth Children’s Aid Soci-
ety is inviting the community to come and
support it at its first annual charity golf
tournament on Aug. 19 at the Stratford
Golf & Country Club. This special event
will bring together community partners,
local businesses and supporters for a day
of connection, generosity and community
spirit.

The funds raised through this event will
directly support the children’s aid soci-
ety’s early help and prevention programs,
helping it strengthen families and commu-
nities through prevention, partnership and
connection.

The society is looking for support in the
form of sponsors, donors or participants in
this inaugural event.

“Your partnership will help us continue
providing early support and meaningful
resources to children, youth and families
across Huron and Perth,” the announce-
ment reads. “By investing in prevention,
you are helping create stronger, healthier
communities where families can thrive by
providing stability and support to children,
youth and families across Huron-Perth
through: child protection services, child
and family well-being programs, resourc-
es for care providers, youth wellness hub
supports, kinship and foster care support,
kindness kits and community-based ini-
tiatives that help children, youth and fam-
ilies feel safe, supported. and connected.”

Those interested can get involved by do-
nating a door prize item, providing a fi-
nancial contribution or supporting a spon-
sorship package.

Sponsorship packages

Title Sponsorship — $3,000

Company recognition on all tournament
promotions, agency website and socials
and annual report. Entry for two teams
of four. Company logo signage on all tee
boxes

Major Sponsorship — $1,500

Company recognition on all tournament
promotions, agency website and socials
and annual report. Entry for one team of
4. Company logo signage on a tee box

Gold Sponsor — $600

Company name and logo on all signage
and advertisements, website and annual
report. Company logo signage on a tee box

Silver Sponsor — $450

Company name and logo on all signage
and advertisements. Company logo and
signage on the practice green.

The aid society welcomes the opportu-
nity to explore a partnership that aligns
with any organization’s interests and lev-
el of support. To discuss how you can get
involved, please contact Amy Baillie at
amybaillie@h-pcas.ca or Angela Simpson
at angelasimpson@h-pcas.ca.

The golf tournament takes place
Wednesday, Aug. 19 at the Stratford Golf
& Country Club, 53 Romeo St. N, Strat-
ford. It will have a shotgun start and will
run until 4 p.m. A light barbecue dinner
will be provided.

Communities in Bloom
judges coming to

Stratford

STRATFORD TIMES STAFF

stratfordtimes @gmail.com

The City of Stratford is participating
in the 32nd National Edition of Com-
munities in Bloom (CiB) in the Health-
ier, Livable Cities category, along with
Stonewall, Man. and Yarmouth, N. S.

The community will be rated from
one to five Blooms, based on the scor-
ing obtained. Also, they will aim to ob-
tain bronze, silver or gold levels in their
five-Bloom rating.

The CiB judges, Susan Ellis from
Pembroke, Ont. And Larry Hall from
Buena Vista, Sask., will be evaluating
Stratford on July 27. The community
would like to remind all businesses and
residents to tidy up their property be-
fore the judges arrive.

The National and Inter-
national results will be an-
nounced in Montreal and
Rosemere, Que. from Oct.
15-17, during the National
Symposium and awards
ceremonies.

CiB is a Canadian Advice for
non-profit volunteer and Intelli gent
partnership-driven or- - =
ganization that uses a Declslons Donna L. Hinz

multi-tiered competitive
evaluation process to fos-
ter community strength,
involvement and con-
tinuous improvement.
This is accomplished by

519-273-1633

nurturing environmental sustainabili-
ty, enhancements of green spaces and
heritage conservation in cultural and
natural environments encompassing
municipal, residential, commercial and
institutional spaces.

Its vision is to inspire all communi-
ties to enhance the quality of life and
environment through people and plants
to create community pride. “Growing
Great Places Together” is its slogan,
and it captures the essence of the pro-
gram.

For a complete list of the 2026 par-
ticipating communities please visit the
Explore our Communities section on
CiB’s website.

Maximize your

return.
Conservative

Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4
franklinehinz.com

engagement, Whitby, June 2026)

David Stones, Stratford Poet Laureate

A Small Gathering of Friends

(on the occasion of a Poet Laureate feature poet

At some point in the evening, he got talking about
the transitioning of things, how light threads through
rain, how a person can look at a black dahlia so
deeply that they become the black dahlia. And then
someone used the word dimensionality, and how
an artist can breathe air into pigment, how shad-
ing is the close cousin of illumination, how rime
filigrees the switch grass and how then the prairie
winds produce the sound of a thousand chande-
liers, though no one is there to hear it. And some-
one related this to the composition of a human tear,
and a woman said that she now cries too easily, but
does not know why. And then someone mentioned
that it’s often easier to understand someone else
than to know one’s self. And they all agreed. And
someone said how beautiful the night looked, and
they all went out onto the terrace and watched a
luminous coin of wolf moon climb over the houses.
And a person commented that it glittered against
the black like an immense brass button on a police
officer’s uniform, and someone said maybe that’s
what it is, maybe that’s exactly what it is.

ON STAGE NOW
UNTIL

AUG
22

WRITTEN BY

Kelly Mclintosh, Andy Pogson,
Stacy Smith, and
Severn Thompson

SHOWTIME
8pm | Harvest Stage

e

1.877.862.5984
blythfestival.com

Original songs by Dayna Manning

'CURVEBALL:

THE FAST-PITCH LADIES
FROM THE FACTORY FLOOR

“Sometimes the Worst Battle

is Between What You Know

and What You Feel”

— Heather MacEwen, Midwestern Newspapers

“A Truly Incredible Piece of

Stratford Sports History”

— Galen Simmons, Stratford Times

“A Winner From the Opening
Pitch to the Final Out”

— Scott Stephenson, The Citizen

Artwork by Beth Katt

BLYTH

FESTIVAL
original.canadian.theatre,
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Best in class: 15U Nationals crowned SMBA

champions in memorable weekend

MICHAEL WILLOUGHBY

Times Correspondent

The Stratford 15U Nationals endured the lingering smog
and humidity to put on a clinical display, going 5-0 and
winning the SMBA 15U Tournament at Stratford National
Stadium last weekend.

The Nationals' tournament debut was against the North
York Blues on July 17. North York started strong, scoring
four runs in the first inning with only one out. A crucial
defensive play by the Nationals then turned the tide, pre-
venting the Blues from increasing their lead and shifting
the momentum of the game, and, for the sake of foresight,
their tournament aspirations.

In the following inning, the Nationals’ offence surged
with 10 runs. Carter Cook started the scoring with an
RBI single. Then, with bases loaded, Blake Mogk drew
a walk, reducing the gap to 4-2. James Antonio scored on
a wild pitch, and Will Molenhuis' groundout with one out
brought Cook home, tying the game.

Jackson Goebel’s and Jake Price’s RBIs gave the Na-
tionals a 6-4 lead, then Dexter Powell hit a three-run triple
and Antonio added an RBI single, extending the Nation-
als' advantage to 10-4 within just an inning and a half.

Stratford extended their lead by scoring seven addition-
al runs over the next three innings before the game was
called due to the mercy rule after five innings, resulting
in a 17-7 victory for the Nationals. The top of the batting
order — Molenhuis, Goebel and Price — contributed sig-
nificantly, combining for six RBIs and four runs on seven
hits.

After the opener, Stratford coach Rick Boon highlighted
the importance of cleaner field play to minimize defensive
mistakes, as the team had made three or four errors during
the game. The focus for the upcoming match was to play
without errors in order to strengthen their defence against
runs.

“It was about hitting good pitches, hitting pitches that
they could hit, swinging at pitches that they could hit for
base hits. Early in that first inning, we swung at pitches
that we just mopped up and grounded out. We didn't swing
at good pitches, and after that, we just focused on hitting
fastballs that they could, you know, put into play some-
where. And we did a really good job. We were on time for
everything we hit after that,” Boon said.

“We need to play cleaner in the field. They scored sev-
en runs, but we still committed three or four errors. We
have to play cleaner in the field to cut back on those runs
because when it comes down to the plus-minus, it's all
about defensive runs against. So we have to be cleaner in
the field.”

Stratford continued their relentless offensive pursuit the

MORTGAGE
ALLIANCE

LET ME FIND THE
RIGHT MORTGAGE FOR
YOU!

PAUL BARTON | 919-272-9539

pbarton@mortgagealliance.com

Mortgage Agent Level 2 Lic# 10530

(MICHAEL WILLOUGHBY PHOTO)

The Stratford 15U Nationals displayed their SMBA 15U Tournament trophy following their tournament-clinching win at
Stratford National Stadium on July 19. Team roster: Blake Mogk, Marek Brander, Carter Cook, Cole Morris, Dexter Powell,
Jake Price, Jackson Goebel, James Antonio, Landen McCann, Will Molenhuis, Max Barter, Quintin Parr and Reid Mussel-
man. Coaches: Corey Goebel, Jamie Antonio, Mark Price, Rob Mogk and Rick Boon.

next morning on July 18 against the Martingrove White
Sox. The visitors scored first in the opening inning, but
the Nationals poured on with 10 unanswered runs in their
bottom half to go ahead 10-1 after the first inning.

The White Sox added a run back in their top half of the
second, but the Nationals added four more in the second
and third to put the game within range of the mercy rule.
Martingrove added three more runs in the fourth to close
the Stratford lead to nine, but runs scored by McCann and
Mogk put the home side up by eleven heading into the
fifth inning.

Mogk would then put together a clean fifth inning to
seal the 16-5 win for the Nationals, putting their record to
2-0 heading into their evening matchup with the Oshawa
Legionaires.

Stratford sought a spot in the semifinals with their eve-
ning game against Oshawa, delivering their top offensive
performance of the season. Led by Powell’s two home
runs and five RBIs, the Nationals demonstrated a strong
offence, scoring 21 runs in the second inning. They also
capitalized on six defensive errors by the Legionaires, re-
sulting in a dominant 25-0 win and securing their place in
the semifinals.

Following the Oshawa game, Boon discussed the team’s
performance with the Times, emphasizing that they man-
aged both the game and its outcome with proper etiquette.

“I think our players went to the plate with a plan and
they hit good pitches, and they played with a lot of class
today. Even though the score was 25-nothing, we didn't
run the score up,” Boon said.

“We just hit the ball when it was pitched, and we didn't
do anything to make them feel like they were inferior to
us. We just tried to play the game right, and we showed a
lot of class when we did it.”

In the morning of the final day of the tournament, the

Nationals faced the Kitchener Panthers in the semifinals,
with the Panthers giving the Nationals their toughest test.

Stratford took an early 4-0 lead through the first three
innings, but the Panthers rallied with one in the fourth and
two in the fifth to close the Nationals’ lead to 4-3. Runs
by Powell and Morris in the bottom of the sixth gave the
Nationals insurance and a three-run lead heading into the
final inning of play.

After allowing a walk to start the inning, Cook and the
Nationals' defence shut the door by retiring the Panthers’
side in order and punched their ticket to the tournament
final in the early afternoon.

Stratford’s starting pitcher, Landen McCann, pitched
three and two-thirds gutsy innings with four strikeouts
and allowed two hits and issued five walks on 75 pitch-
es. Reliever Cook weathered the storm and closed out the
game with five strikeouts while allowing two earned runs
on three walks and three hits.

In the tournament final, the Nationals poured on their
offensive masterclass once more in a rematch from their
tournament opener, the North York Blues. Led by Pow-
ell’s two-run home run and a strong pitching performance
from Cole Morris and Reid Musselman, the Nationals
won the SMBA Tournament in an emphatic 15-3 win.

With his three home runs, 11 RBIs and a .643 batting
average, Powell earned tournament MVP honours.

Following the tournament victory, Boon thanks the
team for their support and acknowledges their dedication
to the game's core principles.

“It's pretty special. It's pretty special for these guys, es-
pecially with so many grandparents, parents and family
members here to see it. It's really special to win at your
home park and the way we did — we played the game right.
We did all the little things right, and we respected the
quality of the ball game,” Boon said.

FOR SPORTS TIPS CONTACT SPENCER SEYMOUR

CALL OR TEXT 519.859.1049 OR EMAIL SPENCER.SEYMOUR88@GMAIL.COM
e ——
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Strikers weekly recap: U18 Boys settle for a draw,
U15 and U16 Girls compete in Georgetown, U16 Boys
continue to win

MICHAEL WILLOUGHBY

Times Correspondent

The Stratford U18 Boys Strikers chal-
lenged the Southwest District Soccer
League’s top team, Kitchener Ul7 TFC,
pushing them to the brink but ultimately
unable to maintain their late lead, ending in
a 2-2 draw at Cowan Field on July 20.

Stratford took the lead with a mid-first-
half scorcher of a shot from Jelle Zeilstra
and extended it early in the second half with
a goal from Pierce MacDonald. However,
the visitors mounted a late rally, scoring
twice in under 10 minutes, which prevented
the Strikers from earning all three points
and left them with only one.

U18 Strikers head coach Steve Ollson
described the team’s performance as their
best of the year, though he expressed dis-
appointment over the two late goals that
resulted in a tie. He highlighted the need to
keep improving, prevent losses, and focus
on preparations for the final tournament in
mid-August.

“The boys played really well today. Prob-
ably thought it was their best game of the
year, and we just kind of fell apart at the
end there to give them two late goals for the
tie. But overall, it was a good 43 minutes,”
Ollson said.

“We're just going to keep moving forward
and keep staying off the losses and try to
keep winning games and get ready for our
final tournament of the year in mid-Au-
gust.”

Stratford improved their record to 6-4-1
with 22 points, placing third, 12 points be-
hind the division leaders. The U18 Strikers’
next match is against Rockwood FC on July
22. The match result will be featured in
next week’s edition of the Times.

The U15 and U16 Stratford Strikers Girls
competed at the Eustace Collins Memorial
Soccer Tournament in Georgetown over the
weekend. Originally scheduled as a week-

.

(MICHAEL WILLOUGHBY PHOTO)

Stratford fullback Kieran Johnson battles for possession with midfielder Owen Blain in
support during first half action against Kitchener TFC U17 at Cowan Field on July 20.

end-long event, the U16 Strikers’ matches
of the tournament were merged into a single
day after the heavy smog from the Northern
Ontario Wildfires forced the detour.

To accommodate the changes, the tourna-
ment officials altered the full match length
from 80 to 40 minutes, with two 20-minute
halves.

Just as affected by the weather and sched-
ule change, Stratford UI5 now played in
a knockout-style format, with their first-
round match against North Mississauga SC
(NMSC) on July 18 at the Gellert Commu-
nity Centre. The Strikers were unable to
advance in the tournament, losing 3-0 to
NMSC.

Next up for the U15 squad is returning to
SWDSL regular-season play as they host
Kitchener TFC U14/15 at Stratford’s SERC
Tennis Field on July 22, followed by Storm

(MICHAEL WILLOUGHBY PHOTO)

Stratford goalkeeper Owen Blackburn looks on after doing the goal kick in the first half
against Kitchener TFC U17 at Cowan Field on July 20.

FC on July 27 at VFG Field at Festival Hy-
dro Park in Stratford.

The Ul6 Strikers began their tournament
run in a winning form, blanking Waterloo

United 3-0 in their first match on July 19 at
Trafalgar Sports Park. Stratford settled for
a scoreless draw with Soo City United, but
were ousted from the tournament with a 1-0
defeat against the Puslinch Predators, their
first defeat in regulation in 2026. Soo City
defeated Puslinch 5-0 in the tournament fi-
nal.

Next up for the Ul6 Strikers is against
Oriental SC at Campo Do Oriental in
Cambridge on July 21 (after press time) in
SWDSL regular-season action, and July 24
versus Waterloo United in their first-round
matchup at the Ul6 Girls Nothers Youth
Cup.

U16 Strikers Boys played their lone match
of the week on July 14 against Owen Sound
United at Kiwanis Park in Owen Sound.
Stratford won their fourth straight match
as they edged Owen Sound 3-2 courtesy of
goals from Jack De Graaf, Miles Hallman
and Logan Wilson.

Stratford improved their record to 5-1-
3 with 16 points in sixth position in the
SWDSL U16 League Standings. Their next
match is scheduled for July 21 against Hu-
ron-Perth United and they return to Owen
Sound for their second-round matchup of
the U16 Boys Nothers Youth Cup against
Owen Sound United on July 24.

Board of Directors

Community Council

HPHA.

website — www.hpha.ca

H

ITURON PLRTII
HEALTHCARE
ALLIANCE

Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance
Join Our Board of Directors and

Community Council

The Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance (HPHA) Board of Directors is
recruiting for the following volunteer opportunities:

¢ Director from the HPHA catchment area

e Community Member from Clinton & Area
* Community Member from Seaforth & Area

Prospective candidates will bring their relevant skills, expertise
and experience to support the important governance work of the

Individuals interested in making a meaningful, sustained impact
on our local health system, and to the health and wellness of the
communities we represent, are encouraged to apply.

For further information about the HPHA Board of Directors, Board
Committees and Governance Resources, please visit the HPHA

The HPHA is committed to equity, inclusion, diversity and anti-racism.
Information Session (Virtual)
Thursday, August 6, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.
RSVP to Sue Davey, Executive Assistant
(519-272-8205/susan.davey @ hpha.ca)
Application forms are available on HPHAs website

Application deadline: August 10, 2026

PROUD MEMBER

(www.hpha.ca)
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Shakespeare Falcons are pr0v1nc1al champlons

GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

The Shakespeare Falcons U-15 tier one
softball team capped off an unforgettable
season by capturing the 2026 Provincial
Women’s Softball Association (PWSA)’s
grand championship, earning the title of
the top U-15, tier one team in Ontario.

The championship featured 18 of Ontar-
i0’s top tier one teams competing for the
provincial title across Ontario this season.

There were 18 tier one teams and 54 tier
two teams competing in the U-15 aged di-
vision.

The Falcons opened the tournament
play on Friday with an offensive show-
case. They defeated the Milton Bats Pur-
ple 14-7, the Oakville Angels McKinney
21-5 and the Brampton Blazers Gold 11-0,
putting themselves in an excellent position
heading into Saturday.

Needing one more victory to secure first
place in their pool, the Falcons delivered

again with an impressive 8-0 win over the
CONTINUED TO PAGE 13
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(CONTR\BUTED PHOTO)
The U15 tier one softball champions, the Shakespeare Falcons. Pictured in front: Emma Collins, Ciana McLaren, Sydney Ryan, Brielle
Jankura, Alise Crawford and Reese Flanagan. In back: assistant coach Matt McLaren, assistant coach Shawn Collings, Hazel Kilpatrick,
Alyssa Graham, Darin Patterson, Delia Bucholtz, Ella Andrews, head coach Shane Graham and assistant coach Bryan Patterson. Not
pictured is Roslyn McLaren, team manager.
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Rachel Davis and Darren McMullen to perform at
collaborative Avondale and Goderich Celtic Roots
College and Festival concert

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

Avondale United Church, in collabora-
tion with the Goderich Celtic Roots Col-
lege and Festival, will be bringing East
Coast tunes to Perth County.

Cape Breton Celtic duo Rachel Da-
vis and Darren McMullen will grace the
Avondale stage on Aug. 10 starting at 7
p.m as part of the Cape Breton Music Con-
cert. The duo combines vocals, banjo, fid-
dle and guitar to bring the Celtic sounds of
Cape Breton to entertain audiences. Their
debut album Home won the 2024 Music
Nova Scotia Award.

"Not only are they tremendous musi-
cians, but they are the nicest people I think
I ever met and just great teachers,” said
Dave Bates, member of Avondale’s music
series planning team and board member
of the Goderich Celtic Roots College and
Festival.

The church’s music series planning team
is also collaborating with the Goderich
Celtic Roots College and Festival, where
Davis and McMullen are performing and
teaching. The musicians will have just
finished performing in Goderich before
heading over to Avondale.

The Goderich Celtic Roots College and
Festival, which has more than 5,000 at-
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The Cape Breton Celtic duo Rachel Davis and Darren McMullen are performing at Avondale

United Church Aug. 10.
tending annually, began in 1993 as a day
of music to honour a local teacher who
passed away. Goderich is presenting Rural
Roots events outside of the festival, most-
ly in Huron County but Avondale was able
to get a show in for Perth County.

"We are coming together with Goderich

to make this happen,” Bates said.

Terri Sparling, member of the Avondale
music series planning team, is thrilled
with the collaboration.

“Most of us are soloing on our events,
you know, doing it on our own and so the

opportunity to partner with such a fabu-
lous and well known and well-respected
festival and college as is the Goderich
(Celtic Roots) College and Festival is just
such an honour and to think we may be
hosting the first of their Rural Roots op-
portunity is pretty cool,” Sparling said.

There’s been lots of excitement over the
Cape Breton Music Concert, with tickets
in demand before a poster was even cre-
ated.

"A couple of people I've talked to have
been interested in coming because they've
been to Nova Scotia for vacation and
they've had a little taste of it, and they
think it's very cool that it's coming to their
own communities,” said Bates.

Aleah Graff, community engagement
coordinator and staff support for the mu-
sic series planning team, is also looking
forward to the concert and future oppor-
tunities from it.

“I hope that by hosting this group, we're
able to expose ourselves to more of the
Stratford and area community and even
people outside of Stratford and within
Canada at large,” she said.

Tickets are $20 each and can either be
purchased online via Ticketscene (https://
ticketscene.ca/events/64063/) or by call-
ing the Avondale church office 519-271-
7946 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Shakespeare Falcons are provincial champions

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
Mississauga North Tigers.

The victory secured first place in their
pool and the number one seed heading into
bracket play, where one more win would
guarantee a spot in the medal round.

Their first bracket play opponent was the
Stratford Flames-Wilhelm. The two teams
had recently met in Shakespeare during
the national qualifying tournament, where
the Falcons came away with a 5-1 victory.

Knowing the Flames would be eager for
redemption, the Falcons expected the bat-
tle and that’s exactly what they got.

Stratford struck first with two runs in
the opening inning. The Falcons respond-
ed with single runs in the first and third
innings, and from there, both teams set-
tled into a defensive duel as outstanding
pitching and strong defensive play kept the
score tied.

The game required extra innings, where
the Flames erupted for five runs and, re-
fusing to quit, the Falcons rallied for with
four runs of their own, but their comeback
fell short as Stratford escaped with a vic-
tory.

Now facing elimination, the Falcons
needed to win every remaining game to
keep their championship hopes alive. They
answered the challenge in an impressive
fashion. First came a 5-0 victory over the
Milton Bats Purple, and then defeated the
Aurora diggers 11-1, one of Ontario‘s top

ranked teams from the national qualifiers,
to earn another opportunity against Strat-
ford.

The rematch lived up to the hype. The
Falcons built an early lead scoring two
runs in the first inning and another in the
second.

Stratford battled back with two runs in
the third, but the Falcons responded with
another run in the fifth to take a 4-2 lead.
The Falcons narrowed the gap with a run
in the sixth before they escaped a bases
loaded threat to preserve the lead heading
into the seventh inning.

Stratford refused to go quietly after a
one out single and a runner, advancing in
scoring position. The Falcons intentional-
ly walked the next batter to set up a force
play around the diamond. A clutch strike-
out, followed by a routine ground ball
sealed the victory, sending the Falcons to
the championship game and guaranteeing
at least a silver medal. Awaiting them in
the final were the Oakville Angels Stix.

Oakville opened the scoring in the sec-
ond inning, but the Falcons immediately
responded with a run in the bottom half
before taking control with three more runs
in the third.

Holding a 4-1 lead, the Falcons never
looked back. The Angels added one run
in the fifth, but Shakespeare exploded for
six runs in the sixth thinning to put the

game out of reach. When the final out was
recorded the Falcons celebrated a con-
vincing 10-2 victory, capturing the 2026
PWSA U-15 tier one grand championship
and officially finishing the season as On-
tario‘s number one team in the division.
The championship capped off a remark-
able season in which the Falcons compiled
an outstanding 64-13-3 record.

The Falcons would like to extend their
sincere thanks to their coaches, parents,
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volunteers, sponsors, the Shakespeare
Community Athletic Association (SCAA),
headed by Deb Bell and Paul Bender, and
the entire Shakespeare community for
their unwavering support throughout the
season.

As the team’s coaches said, champion-
ships are never won by a team alone. They
are built through countless hours of ded-
ication, encouragement, sacrifice and be-
lief from everyone involved.
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Stratford music review: Lemon Bucket Orkestra brings
the energy for a museum crowd

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Editor

At first, there was only one person will-
ing to get up and dance, but by the end of
their show at the Stratford Perth Museum
July 19, Toronto’s Lemon Bucket Orkes-
tra (LBO) had everyone up on their feet
rocking out to their fast-paced beat.

LBO puts on a show like I've never
seen before. Self described as a gueril-
la-folk-punk band, those three words
don’t really paint the full picture. Com-
prising 10 very talented musicians play-
ing everything from trombone and violin
to the rarely seen flugelhorn, sousaphone
and sopilka — a kind of Ukrainian wood-
wind instrument belonging to the flute
family — this band works harder onstage
than any other band I know.

A little hoarse from the band’s latest
tour and dressed in a skirt — perhaps
in homage to Nirvana’s Kurt Cobain —
frontman Mark Marczyk (vocals, violin)
told the crowd gathered in front of the
museum’s outdoor Player’s Backstage for
the Sunday evening concert that the band
would perform two sets, neither of which
had been planned out ahead of time. He
explained LBO likes to improvise its
lineup of songs live onstage based on
audience requests and the overall vibe at
each of their shows.

And while that was an impressive
claim, it was quickly overshadowed by

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)

Lemon Bucket Orkestra performed in concert at the Stratford Perth Museum July 19.

the clear effort and musical talent of each
of the performers onstage. From their
wild dancing and Os Kar’s (drums and
vocals) primal screams to the sheer speed
at which they performed their unique
blend of Ukrainian polyphony and driv-
ing Balkan rhythms filtered through hip
hop, punk, jazz and a whole range of
global influences collected both at home
in Toronto and around the world, LBO
puts on one hell of a good show.

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)
Dancer, percussionist and vocalist Stephania Woloshyn sings during the Lemon Bucket
Orkestra concert at the Stratford Perth Museum July 19.

Though these musicians are all very ob-
viously talented in their own right, Mark
Marczyk said the band is like a family
and the connection they have with each
other — poking fun at one another and
having a blast onstage — spread quickly
to those of us seated in the crowd. It re-
ally didn’t take much for Mark Marczyk
to convince us concert-goers to stand up,
clap and dance to LBO’s take on a tradi-
tional Ukrainian toast song in what the

band calls the Lemon Bucket Workout.

Throughout the concert, many of the
musicians had the opportunity to take the
spotlight for some truly incredible solo
work, including Mark Marczyk on violin,
Nathan Dell-Vandenberg on trombone,
Max Forster and Michael Louis Johnson
on trumpet and flugelhorn and Conrad
Gluch on clarinet and sopilka. I still can’t
get over how fast these musicians can
play, their hands and fingers a blur as they
demonstrate their considerable skill.

As the concert reached its final number,
the musicians jumped off the stage, in-
struments and bullhorns in hand, climbed
onto picnic tables and played amidst the
crowd, making the show feel more like a
Ukrainian backyard party than a concert
at a museum.

As an encore, LBO performed a
high-energy rendition of a Ukrainian
birthday song in honour of dancer, per-
cussionist and vocalist Stephania Wolos-
hyn, inviting everyone in attendance to
sing along.

When [ left the museum grounds Sun-
day night, my head was buzzing and my
ears were ringing in the best way possi-
ble. Seeing LBO perform live in Stratford
is one of those shows I couldn’t forget,
even if I wanted to.

For more information on LBO and their
upcoming shows, as well as news about
their new album recorded live in Bogota,
Colombia, visit www.lemonbucket.com.

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)

Pictured from left are Lemon Bucket Orkestra members lan Tulloch on sousaphone, Max
Forster on trumpet, Michael Louis Jonhson on trumpet, Nathan Dell-Vandenberg on trom-
bone and Conrad Gluch on clarinet. Behind them is Alex Nahirny on guitar.
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Blyth Festival review: Curveball: The Fast-Pitch Ladies
from the Factory Floor celebrates an important piece of

Stratford sports hlstory with song and dance

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Editor

In recent years, the story of Stratford’s
Kroehler Furniture Factory’s wom-
en’s softball team and their champion-
ship-winning 1953 season — the same
year that saw the opening of the Stratford
Festival — has become the stuff of local
legend.

That is in no small part thanks to the
tireless efforts of Kelly McIntosh, both as
a playwright and as the general manager
of the Stratford Perth Museum. Through
research, hours of interviews with mem-
bers of the Kroehler Girls softball team
and the development of a play telling that
story as part of the inaugural Here For
Now Theatre season in 2021, McIntosh
has brought this truly incredible piece of
Stratford sports history into the spotlight.

At the Blyth Festival this season,
Mclntosh, along with fellow playwrights
Andy Pogson, Stacy Smith and director
Severn Thompson, and Stratford sing-
er-songwriter and musician Dayna Man-
ning, have once again put that story on
stage with their new musical adaptation,
Curveball: The Fast-Pitch Ladies from
the Factory Floor.

Having now seen both the musical and
its non-musical predecessor, I can say
with confidence the Kroehler Girls’ sto-
ry is made even more entertaining with
Manning’s exceptional compositions.
Beyond her incredible solo performance
of an introductory song at the beginning
of the production and her brief role as
the wife of Stratford Festival actor Alec
Guinness, Manning spends most the play
in the organist’s booth at the ball dia-
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Kirstyn Russelle, Shaina Silver-Baird, Alyssa LeClair and Madison Hayes-Crook in Curve-
ball: The Fast-Pitch Ladies from the Factory Floor. Blyth Festival 2026.

mond, playing the music that drives the
story forward — a mix of her signature
folk style with the kind of high-energy
music one might hear at a baseball game.

Out on the diamond, at centre stage, the
rest of the cast brings to life a Stratford of
the past that feels both historically accu-
rate and familiar to those of us who live
in the Festival City today.

The story is linked to the Stratford
Festival’s opening through a relationship
between Kroehler Girls novice pitcher
Georgie (Shelayna Christante) and rook-
ie actor James (Aiden Altow), bringing
into play the looming disruption the fes-
tival poses to the Kroehler Girls’ Satur-
day night game schedule. While fastball
takes centre stage in this play, it is aug-
mented seamlessly with bits and pieces

of authentic Stratford and Stratford Festi-
val history delivered by CJCS radio host
Chick (Alyssa LeClair) and in conversa-
tions between the Kroehler Girls, James
and the other characters on stage.

As someone who isn’t much of a base-
ball fan, I found the development and
growth in each of the members of the
Kroehler Girls team to be as rewarding,
if not more so, than their thrilling final
championship win.

From star player Honey’s (Madison
Hayes-Crook) journey in overcoming
her grief for her brother Charlie’s (Al-
tow) death during the Second World War
to Georgie learning to become a team
player while retaining the unique skills
that make her a force to be reckoned with
on the pitcher’s mound, each of the ac-

tors took their characters to new levels
of emotional depth and understanding
through their relationships with one an-
other.

And that’s not always an easy thing
to do in a musical, when high-intensity
moments almost always lead into song-
and-dance numbers. In this production,
the musical numbers felt like natural
extensions of the dialogue on stage and
didn’t, at any point, feel forced or as if
they were an add-on to the main story.
Instead, the actors sang beautifully to-
gether, and as soloists, and performed
this production’s simple yet entertaining
and effective choreography with perfect
timing. I’d also be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion the excellent physical work each of
the Kroehler Girls achieved, along with
sound effects by Manning, that made me
believe [ was actually watching a fastball
game, despite there never being a base-
ball on the stage.

Though this play was developed for
the Blyth Festival’s outdoor Harvest
Stage, poor air quality caused by wild-
fire smoke forced the production inside
on the Margaret Stephens Stage at the
Blyth Memorial Hall. While I had ini-
tially questioned whether seeing the play
inside would alter my experience in any
way, I have to give full credit to the cast
and design team for building in the flex-
ibility they needed to pivot to an indoor
performance.

Whether the onstage ball diamond is
indoors or outside, the games feel real
and the characters hit home.

Curveball: The Fast-Pitch Ladies from
the Factory Floor runs on the Byth Festi-
val’s Harvest Stage until Aug. 22.
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Canada Post and the shuttering of community newspapers

PAUL DEEGAN

Guest Columnist

The shuttering of Winnipeg’s
Community Review means
200,000 households will no
longer get the benefit of a free
community newspaper delivered
to their door. It also means that
more than 800 people who de-
liver the paper and their families
will be affected.

This is an unforced error that
never should have happened.
How did we get here? The an-
swer is complex.

First, there is a high degree of
concentration in the flyer print-
ing market in Canada. Montre-
al-based TC Transcontinental en-
joys the dominant position in the
marketplace thanks, in part, to
a 2012 Competition Bureau-ap-
proved asset swap.

Second, municipal and provin-
cial politicians have passed envi-
ronmental regulations, however
well-intentioned, have unintend-

ed consequences. Former Mon-
treal Mayor Valérie Plante passed
a municipal bylaw that led to the
end of distribution of Publisac (a
plastic bag with flyers and a
community newspaper). Several
provinces, including Manitoba,
have imposed extended producer
responsibility levies on printed
newspapers. Ontario’s Premier
Doug Ford made the wise deci-
sion to exempt newspapers from
this kind of stealthy journalism
job-killing tax in his province.

Third, Canada Post is the big-
gest culprit. TC Transcontinental,
which had distributed Publisac
door-to-door in Quebec, formed
a strategic partnership with Can-
ada Post, which as a Crown cor-
poration was not beholden to mu-
nicipal bylaws. They bypassed
Mayor Plante’s new regulation by
distributing a curated bundle of
flyers called Raddar through the
national postal service. Unlike
Publisac, Raddar did not include
a community newspaper. On the
sidelines of this saga, news pub-
lisher Métro Média and its more
than 30 hyperlocal publications
— including 17 print newspapers
— shut down.

In partnership with Canada
Post, TC Transcontinental re-
cently expanded its Raddar of-
fering across Canada.
It is understood that
Canada Post — which
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has a mandate to “‘charge postage
rates that are fair and reasonable”
—is offering TC Transcontinental
rates below what it is offering to
community newspapers. To its
own benefit, the Crown corpora-
tion has effectively shut commu-
nity newspapers — their private
sector rivals — out of flyer dis-
tribution, lessening competition
substantially in that market.

This is not the first time com-
munity newspaper publishers
have felt the squeeze of Canada
Post in the flyer distribution mar-
ket. As of January 2024, com-
munity newspapers with com-
mercial inserts were no longer
exempt from Canada Post’s Con-
sumers’ Choice program, which
allows Canadians to opt out of
receiving "junk mail" Canada
Post made that decision without
stakeholder consultation or eco-
nomic/social impact analysis and
failed to recognize that commu-
nity newspapers — with or with-
out an insert — are not junk mail;
they are a social good.

The juxtaposition of the shut-
tering of Winnipeg’s Commu-
nity Review at the same time as
the revelation of $30.8 million in
bonuses at Canada Post has not
been lost on community newspa-
per publishers across Canada.

What should Ottawa do about
it?

First, Joél Lightbound, the
Minister responsible for Canada
Post, should ensure the Crown
corporation is treating communi-
ty newspapers fairly and offering
them comparable pricing to what
it offers to TC Transcontinental.

Second, the House of Com-
mons Standing Committee on
Canadian Heritage should con-
duct hearings into the role Can-
ada Post can play in the sustain-
ability of community newspapers
— ensuring the relationship is one
of partnership, rather than preda-
tory and parasitic.

When a community loses a
newspaper, like Winnipeg’s
Community Review or Métro
Média’s publications in Quebec,
the information vacuum can lead
to people getting their news from
less than reliable sources — like
AT and social media — which can
create division that drives peo-
ple apart. Without a check on
local government, corruption,
mismanagement, and wasteful
spending often flourish, which
can result in higher municipal
taxes and borrowing costs.

It was not foreign Big Tech mo-
nopolists like Google and Meta
that caused Manitoba’s largest

Quote of the Week

"This is one of the most intense wildfire seasons in Canadian history...
Canada is mobilizing more than 5,000 firefighters and nearly 300

water bombers, helicopters and evacuation aircraft to contain, control
and mitigate the fires. It's an enormous, complex effort that ultimately
depends on dedicated and brave individuals who work relentlessly to keep
Canadians safe."

- Prime Minister Mark Carney on the northern Ontario wildfires that
covered the region in smoke this week.

community newspaper to shutter.
It was Canada Post.

And it’s not like we weren’t
warned...

Thirty years ago, in his re-
view of Canada Post’s mandate,
George Radwanski recommend-
ed that postal service get out of
delivering unaddressed junk
mail (i.e., flyers), concluding that
the Crown corporation engaged
in inappropriate practices that
created unfair competition for
private businesses like commu-
nity newspapers.

As a former Toronto Star ed-
itor-in-chief, Radwanski knew
the news business. He noted
that Canada Post was actively
siphoning advertising revenue
away from the news industry
and adroitly cautioned that the
state-granted mail delivery mo-
nopoly should not be in the busi-
ness of crippling the financial
health of newspapers.

A healthy democracy demands
a healthy community news me-
dia ecosystem. Let’s level the
playing field and restore com-
petition in the flyer distribution
market before more community
newspapers shutter.

Paul Deegan is president and
chief executive officer of News
Media Canada.
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Guiding Principles

1. Everyone has a story

3. Good news beats bad news

5. Newspapers document history
6. Newspapers strengthen communities

2. The news should be free for all to enjoy

4. A Newspaper should be a community effort (contribute to your local paper!)

7. Advertisers, big or small, should profit from their ads (meaning sensible ad rates)
8. Newspapers should be locally-owned and operated
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Letters to the editor: Strong mayor powers a
disappointment

The court-challenge against strong may-
or powers by Stratford Council is a disap-
pointment.

A previous letter to The Times concern-
ing the GTR-redevelopment described
Stratford as “tax-afflicted” and Council
as lacking “fiscal sobriety.” So, the low
budget increase for 2026, 3.2 per cent
was both unexpected and savoured -- the
prior two years having been 5.5 per cent
and 7.9 per cent, respectively.

Yet, at an open-house for the 2026 bud-
get, which I attended simply to applaud
the restraint shown, a dismaying fact was
revealed: the deceleration of property-tax
increases occurred only because the sit-
ting mayor had exercised strong mayor
powers. He targeted an increase of 3.09
per cent across all departments, which
tilted the budget process, clearly success-
fully, downwards. It was the first and only

time strong mayor powers were exercised
by the mayor, by the way. Otherwise, his
(strong mayor) right of veto over Council
was not used.

Plainly, the mayor acted forthrightly, but
not despotically. Yet, one wonders why
strong mayor powers should have been
needed at all: Council should be fiscal-
ly moderate always, though historically,
moderation has usually been beyond their
gift.

The opposition of political activists
and partisans to strong mayor powers is
no surprise. Whatever their high-minded
oratory, the fact said powers came from
Doug Ford's desk guarantees the opposi-
tion of zealots. Perhaps, therefore, coun-
cillors-turned-mayoralty-candidates  fa-
vour a court-challenge to draw the votes
of such "progressives." But, based upon
evidence and not speechifying, an equal-

ly unflattering motive may be to preserve

an unconstrained hand at budget time, one

free from the “interference” of fiscally-so-
ber mayors.

L.W. Naylor,

Stratford.

Seniors Centre could move to the
GTR - costing no taxes

Catherine McKenna visited Stratford in
2020. She looked at the plan for the City
bus location, and as the mayor pointed
out, that the Seniors Centre located at the
GTR.

They would have bus service to and
from the GTR .

There could be a covered walkway. This
walkway’ would accommodate handi-
capped to and from the buses. This would
accommodate handicapped citizens, be-
cause it is on level ground and out of the

weather.

HOW WOULD THE COST OF THIS
MOVE BE COVERED?

Seven years ago, the Tom Patterson The-
atre location was sold to the FESTIVAL
THEATRE FOR $5 million. This money
was to relocate the Kiwanis Seniors in the
GTR.

The Seniors were waiting at the Rec
Centre in Splintered locations. The se-
niors have been waiting for more than sev-
en years, for this move to happen.

Looking at Rob Ritz’s plan, I was
pleased to see the Seniors Centre in his
plan. I could see along with the Senior
Centre a internet café and green area with
tables and chairs, so people socialize over
a coffee.

Lorne Bolton,
Stratford.

More than a stage: Why Stratford keeps calling us back

LIAT BRUDNOY

Guest Columnist

Every family has places that
become part of its story.

For mine, that place is Strat-
ford.

Growing up in nearby London,
Ont., some of my most cherished
childhood memories began with
a simple car ride. My father
would take me to Stratford on
weekends, and those visits felt
like small adventures. We wan-
dered through the parks, stepped
into bookstores and little shops,
shared treats, and, whenever we
could, found our way into the
magic of live theatre.

My parents were devoted read-
ers who believed stories could
do more than entertain. They
taught me that stories help us see
the world through different eyes,
understand one another more
generously and find meaning in
lives and experiences beyond our
own. Long before I could fully
appreciate Shakespeare’s words,
I understood the feeling of being
drawn into a story and changed
by it. I fell in love with opening
a book and stepping into another
person’s experience, discovering
new worlds, perspectives and
possibilities along the way.

That early appreciation for sto-
rytelling has stayed with me ever
since. It has shaped how I learn,
how I lead, how I connect with
others and how I make sense of
the world around me. My father
passed away when [ was 15, but

Stratford has a way of keeping a
small part of him close.

As 1 grew older, Stratford
seemed to grow alongside me.
Studying English literature deep-
ened my appreciation not only for
the festival, but for Shakespeare's
extraordinary insight into hu-
man nature. Macbeth and King
Lear became enduring favourites
because they explore the forces
that shape our lives and choices.
His characters reach for power,
struggle with loyalty, grapple
with regret, search for meaning
and long for connection. Across
the centuries, his stories con-
tinue to resonate because they
reflect the hopes, flaws and con-
tradictions that make us human.
With each stage of life, Stratford
revealed something new to me,
making every return feel both fa-
miliar and fresh.

Years later, my husband and I
continued the tradition. We re-
turned to Stratford for unforget-
table productions, from Christo-
pher Plummer in The Tempest to
Jesus Christ Superstar and Little
Shop of Horrors. Eventually, we
brought our own children.

And then one performance
changed the course of our daugh-
ter’s life.

After seeing Annie at the festi-
val, Emily turned to me and said
she wanted to sing on a stage like
the young actress playing Annie.
It was a small sentence, spoken
by a child in the glow of a per-
formance, but it opened a door.
That moment sparked vocal les-

o

Residents and visitors alike walk past the Tom Patterson Theatre.

sons, musical theatre training
and countless hours of practice.

It also reminded me of some-
thing I have come to believe
deeply: audiences are not only
watching performances. Some-
times, they are watching possi-
bility take shape.

This summer, Stratford be-
came something new once again.
For the first time, we were not ar-
riving as audience members. We
were arriving for Emily's first
audition at the Stratford Festival.

While we waited in the Festi-

val Theatre lobby, Emily's atten-
tion was caught by a prop from
something rotten! Curious about
its unusual title, she asked why
it was called that. That simple
question led us into a conver-
sation about Hamlet, then King
Lear. We talked about why
Shakespeare still matters, and
about one lesson from King Lear
that has stayed with me for years:
that true confidence comes not
from trying to be someone else,
but from understanding who you
are.

(TIMES FILE PHOTO)

A play written more than 400
years ago had suddenly become
advice for a 10-year-old about to
walk into an audition.

That is the quiet magic of Strat-
ford.

It lives in conversations be-
tween parents and children. In
questions sparked by a costume
or a prop. In a beautifully bound
book from the Festival Theatre
store. In the drive home, when
the performance is over, but the

story is still unfolding.
CONTINUED TO PAGE 19
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WEB- CRAWLING THROUGH THE SMOKE

SHEILA CLARKE

Times Columnist

Two important discoveries took
place in the 1950s and ‘60s. First
of all, the company scientists for
some oil companies (Exxon e.g.)
went to their supervisors and
pointed out that carbon was accu-
mulating in the atmosphere. The
increased carbon content was
a result of burning fossil fuels.
Further study by the scientists
indicated that should this con-
tinue, there would be pollution
consequences impacting human
health and quite possibly serious
environmental consequences.

An organization called the Air
Pollution Foundation funded by
the American Petroleum Associ-
ation, released a policy statement
in 1955: “That the issue will be
addressed via diligent and honest
fact finding, by wise and effec-
tive action.”

The other discovery was the
Keeling Curve. What’s that? De-
veloped by a young researcher
named Dave Keeling, using in-
frared gas analyzers he measured
the carbon dioxide in the atmo-
sphere. His experiment became
one of the key features of the
International Geophysical Year
(IGY) beginning in July 1957
and ending in December 1958.
One of the key findings illustrat-
ed by the Keeling Curve was that
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere
was increasing, due to the com-
bustion of fossil fuels by industry
and to land use changes.

“By the early 1970s this curve
was getting serious attention and
played a key role in launching
a research program into the ef-
fect of rising carbon dioxide on
climate. Since then, the rise has
been relentless and shows a re-
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markably constant relationship
with fossil-fuel burning and can
be well accounted for based on
the simple premise that 57 per
cent of fossil-fuel emissions re-
main airborne.”

Early research for effects of
fossil fuel emissions continuing
to grow were remarkably accu-
rate: global warming has reached
some of the highest levels ever
fueled by the industrial revolu-
tion, chiefly by the accumulation
of carbon dioxide (and other gas-
es) in the atmosphere. The av-
erage level when Keeling began
was 310 parts per million (ppm).

CHOOSE YOUR OWN AD-
VENTURE.

ADVENTURE A: The oil in-
dustries came together on a na-
tional basis, collaborating with
international companies and
recommended to governments
worldwide to halt further fossil
fuel emissions and actively pur-
sue research and development of
alternative energy modes. Work-
ing through the UN, internation-
al research in clean energy began
in earnest.

Tremendous strides were made
in wind turbines, hydroelectric
power sources (with accommo-
dation for water species migra-
tion) and in photovoltaic cells
and solar panels. All buildings

were fitted with heat pumps, and
where possible, geothermal ener-
gy was accessed. Some nuclear
power was developed, but due to
the difficulties of nuclear waste
disposal and safety, it was min-
imized.

Biodiversity was protected for
its advantages to agriculture, to
health and to cooling. Trees were
planted everywhere, marshes
were protected for flood manage-
ment and biodiversity and min-
ing was carefully controlled.

ADVENTURE B: Oil indus-
tries realized that the climate
research would severely curtail
their production and entered into
campaigns to discredit and deny
the science. This effort continues
to this day. At the COP Confer-
ences convened by the UN in an
effort to seek cooperation to less-
en increasing global warming,
the number of oil company rep-
resentatives nearly outnumbered
the country and science repre-
sentatives.

Fossil fuel companies appear
to heavily influence governments
and have branched into other
product lines. Plastics, fertiliz-
ers and pesticides are primarily
derived from fossil fuels. Plastic
has become omnipresent and has
begun to impact health and en-
vironmental from microplastics,

which are shed in deterioration of
plastic, and in heating and freez-
ing. Glass milk bottles are even
disappearing.

The carbon dioxide content of
the atmosphere has continued
to climb, trapping the heat of
the sun on the planet, leading to
feedback loops, such as warming
oceans causing melting Arctic
ice, which in turn exposes more
dark ocean water, which in turn
absorbs more sunlight and heat,
melting more ice. Scientists fear
tipping points which may alter
ocean currents.

The warming atmosphere leads
to more severe storms, unpredict-
able weather, heat waves that cre-
ate massive impacts on the envi-
ronment, biodiversity and human
health. Warming conditions also
lead to drier forests, far more
vulnerable to “dry lightning” and
forest fires. A scientist noted that
a house in Fort McMurray was so
dry that it took only five minutes
to disintegrate to the foundation.

SOLUTION?

If we seem to be mired in Ad-
venture B, is there an exit door?
The best one I've seen was in the
news the other day: “Just stop
burning fossil fuels.” That is a
consumer-driven choice. Com-
panies and governments will still
support the fossil fuel industry.

STRATFORDUWIIEA

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER

www.granthaven.com

Money talks. If we don’t buy fos-
sil fuel products, they won’t con-
tinue. “Just stop burning fossil
fuels.”

UPDATES:

Carbon parts per million (ppm)
in the atmosphere as of July 5,
2026: 427.88 ppm.

Rising global temperatures
cause hotter, drier conditions that
make vegetation highly flamma-
ble. These extreme fires burn
larger, deeper and release centu-
ries of stored carbon from trees
and carbon-rich soils, creating a
vicious cycle.

How to avoid fossil fuels?

- Use public transport.

- Carry your own shopping
bags.

- Complain about plastic.

- Don’t buy plastic.

- Go pesticide free.

- Plant trees. It’s far cheaper
than attempting to bury carbon —
if that works.

- Tell your MP and MPP that
it’s time for renewable energy —
yesterday.

Sheila Clarke is a Stratford
advocate for the environment, of
our community and of our plan-
et. She is a member of CFUW
Stratford, Stratford Climate Mo-
mentum, and the Perth County
Sustainability Hub.
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AsISee It From America: Smoke and mirrors

W

PATRICK D. BURK

Times Columnist

As the summertime ticks by, 1
am getting increasingly excited
about our August visit to Strat-
ford. We will be there in less than
a month. It is amazing how much
we plan, connect with friends
and research about new and in-
teresting things, each time that
we are going to be guests in your
fair city. It truly brings out some
wonderful thoughts and ideas. |
see it as a “freeing of the mind.”
My repose for a very busy sched-
ule mind boggling existence that
sometimes happens to me in my
day-to-day life.

I have been reading about many
things in Stratford and Canada
that are making the news. One
thing I am asking is if the tour-
ist business has been better this

year in comparison to those in
the past? As a city and a destina-
tion, do you feel that you are up
in visitors or down? Granted this
is not always a controllable item.
Many things, from the economy
to the weather, can be an influ-
ence on how tourism is going in
any given area. Speaking of the
weather, have you been affected
by the smoke and the poor air
quality at all?

Here in western New York,
it has been hit or miss. We did
have a few days when the sky
was brown, the sunsets were
bright orange and the smell of
smoke was so prevalent that
many had to wear masks. It is
interesting that this is happening
while many deny that this is a re-
sult of climate change or global
warming. | surely think that it
is. I have lived in this area my
entire life and never in the past
have I recalled so many fires,
burning out of control and spew-
ing smoke and toxins across the
skies. This seems like a more
recent thing to be happening in
both of our countries. The actu-
al fires are quite extensive and
uncontrollable. I hope many are
heeding the warning.

I get furious when the blame
game starts and many think that

Canada, as a country, is respon-
sible for the current lightning in-
duced fires that are resulting in
the smoke-filled skies. No coun-
try is responsible, however the
lack of concern for global warm-
ing as well as the ignorance of
some, will try to paint this pic-
ture. I liken it to a country being
at fault for a hurricane or a torna-
do touching down. Not a coun-
try’s responsibility at all. The
blame game begins and then the
non-enlightened start with the
name calling and finger pointing.
These actions do not help, they
divide. They do not solve.

Today it seems that fewer are
thinking about science, actu-
al science. They are relying on
hyped up charges, media mes-
sages from the fossil fuel indus-
try and genuine ignorance of
facts. It is all part of that great
line, “If you tell the lie enough
times, it will be perceived as the
truth.” Increasing temperatures,
less rain and more heat are caus-
ing all these changes, and those
three precursors are a result of
climate change and global warn-
ing. That is the fact, pure and
simple.

This past week I had a discus-
sion with someone, whom I con-
sidered relatively enlightened,

about weather. These hot sultry
days and increasing erratic pat-
terns of dry and wet. Pounding
rain some days and then heat
so bad that there is no enjoy-
ment outdoors at all. I voiced
my concerns and was told that
it was nothing to be concerned
about. This type of weather has
been happening for centuries
and there was no such thing as
global warming. 1 was further
told that the entire concept was
made up by the liberal elite as
a means to make money from
off-beat industries. It is amazing
what some people believe. I'm
sorry, the weather was not like
this when I was a kid, and I think
I can tell when things are wors-
ening on a somewhat regular ba-
sis. I just let that conversation go
in one ear and out the other. No
sense trying to change that per-
son’s mind.

A more pleasant part of this
season is one that [ have been in-
volved with for a very long time.
Each summer I am part of a pro-
gram for young people called,
“Summer Youth Theater.” It has
been a part of my life and the life
of our local community for over
40 years. I have been the direc-
tor of the program for the past
34 years. It is incredible what

young people can do and work
on when given the opportunity.
Our purpose is to provide access
to anyone that wants to be in a
full-scale musical production.
Whether they appear on stage,
design, play music or work in
production we provide the means
to accomplish that. Today I had a
member from our group from 34
years ago speak to some of our
group.

This year’s production is Chi-
cago. While I worry about the
inconsistency of today’s weath-
er, global warming and climate
change, I am also heartened by
this type of program and feel that
as long as I am capable, 1 will
continue to provide this for our
young people. It is my hope that
this program will continue into
the future. It is a bit too bad that
this year it has been affected a bit
by heat, weather and the smoke.
The weather impact has never
happened before. Perhaps the
pundits should wonder if it is af-
fecting the young, what it is do-
ing to the elderly and infirmed. I
think we need a little less smoke
and possibly some more mirrors.

Please let me know how you
feel about this article. Contact
me at burk.patrick1956@gmail.
com

More than a stage: Why Stratford keeps calling us back

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

After Emily was called in for her au-
dition, my husband and I settled into the
lobby with a glass of white wine and took
in the moment. There was so much to say.
We both understood how extraordinary it
felt to watch another generation begin its
own relationship with this place.

As the day drew to a close, I reflected
how many chapters of my own life Strat-
ford had quietly witnessed. Childhood
visits with my father. Years spent study-
ing great writers. Countless performances

shared with my husband. And now, Emi-
ly's first audition.

In many ways, that is Stratford's greatest
gift. Stories are not only performed here.
They accompany us through life, gather-
ing new meaning with each generation
that encounters them.

At a time when so much attention is
focused on emerging technologies, Strat-
ford offers an equally important reminder
about what makes us human. Great the-
atre invites us to see the world through
someone else's eyes. It teaches us to listen

more carefully, think more deeply, and
approach one another with greater empa-
thy. It encourages curiosity, imagination,
resilience, and the confidence to find our
own voice.

That is why institutions like the Strat-
ford Festival matter. They preserve an im-
portant part of Canada's cultural heritage
while helping shape the future by foster-
ing the empathy, curiosity, creativity and
self-awareness that enable the next gen-
eration to lead with both confidence and
compassion.

I do not know where Emily's artistic
journey will lead. Whether she ever per-
forms on a Stratford stage is, in many
ways, beside the point.

What matters is that she has discovered
what Stratford gave me all those years
ago: a love of stories, a curiosity about the
lives of others and a place that feels a little
richer with every visit.

Some traditions are worth passing down.

For my family, one of them begins with
a drive to Stratford.

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR TO US

CALL 519.622.2341 OR EMAIL STRATFORDTIMES@GMAIL.COM

Invite readers to your

worship services. '
Contact
stratfordtimes@gmail.com ’

Commvmifx of Christ
519-271-4539

Proclaiming Jesus Christ
with communities of

LOVE, JOY, HOPE & PEACE

226 Forman Avenue

Worship with us
Sunday 10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. — Fellowship and
Coffee Hour

We are a Welcoming Community
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()H THE PLACES WE’LL GO: A brilliant
destination right next door

PAUL KNOWLES

Times Columnist

There was a talented young vio-
linist busking in front of the Avon
Theatre. As I dropped a loonie
into her case, I couldn’t help but
notice that the coin nestled into
a large collection of American
bills.

And that reminded me of a cli-
ché — one that is nonetheless true.
We almost never visit wonderful
destinations that are too close to
home. A good number of Niagara
Region residents don’t go to see
the Falls. Lots of Ottawa folks
never visit the National Gallery.
Many Winnipeg people have not
darkened the door of the Canadi-
an Museum for Human Rights.

And while Americans and Ca-
nadians from farther away pour
into Stratford by the score to see
some of the best theatre in the
world, we locals often give it a
miss.

After seeing our first two Strat-
ford productions this season, I
have to say we locals are making
a big mistake.

I often hear people comment on
the cost, sometimes comparing it
to other regional theatres. Well,
yes, Stratford is more expensive
than the others. But frankly, as
good as the regional theatres can
be, Stratford is consistently sev-
eral steps higher on the ladder of

The busker at the Avon Theatre attracted a lot of American patrons.

excellence.

We’ve just seen Guys and Dolls
and The Importance of Being
Earnest. The acting, singing,
dancing, sets — in fact, everything
— is simply the best, by far, that
you will find anywhere in this
area. The productions, I venture
to say, are as good as anything
theatregoers will find anywhere!

And another note about the cost
— we locals are often offered bar-
gain basement prices. Last week,
I received social media notifica-
tions of ticket prices at the fes-
tival as low as $29, and ranging
upward, but never getting near
the usual price.

It also occurs to me that, even
at full price, tickets to see amaz-
ing theatre are still less expensive
than good seats at a Blue Jays’
game, and way less than tickets
to see the Leafs lose. I say this as
a lifelong Leafs fan, by the way.

Enough about economics. Strat-
ford is a destination that locals

A sign that means "some of the best theatre in the world."

are foolish to ignore. Not just the
theatre, but also the restaurants,
the concerts (often outdoors and
free), the shops and the beautiful
parks and gardens.

But most of all, the theatre.

The two plays I’'ve seen were
both enormous fun. Difference
genres, but both full of laughter,
extremely talented performances
and very clever sets.

Let’s start with Guys and Dolls.
In my mind, the star of the show
never appears on stage; she is
Donna Feore, a Stratford resident
who is a wildly talented chore-
ographer and director. She per-
formed both duties for Guys and
Dolls, and the dance sequences
are more than worth the price of
admission on their own.

The cast is terrific — Mark Uhre
as Nathan Detroit, Olivia Sin-
clair-Brisbane as Sarah Brown,
Jennifer Rider-Shaw as Miss
Adelaide. But I admit I am bi-
ased; I have

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

enjoyed the work of Dan Cha-
meroy every time I have seen
him on stage, and I did so again.
And the show-stealing song,
“Sit Down, You’re Rocking The
Boat,” is performed magnificent-
ly by Steve Ross as Nicely-Nicely
Johnson. Full disclosure, Steve is
a much-treasured acquaintance
of mine, and to see him nail the
performance was a highlight of
the afternoon for me.

The entire play is performed
with great energy, and yet, min-
ute attention detail. If you like
musicals with happy endings,
you will love Guys and Dolls. If
you don’t like musicals with hap-
py endings, I don’t think I can
help you.

If song and dance is the signa-
ture of Guys and Dolls, words are
the focus of The Importance of
Being Earnest. This clever, fun-
ny, satirical piece is the work of
Oscar Wilde, and it is Jam—packed

with his wit. But it’s also silly in a
brilliant way.

Again, the cast was excel-
lent; Carter Gulseth as Alger-
non Moncrieff, Allison Lynch
as Gwendolen Fairfax, Marissa
Orjalo as Cecily Cardew and Joe
Perry as John Worthing were in
the lead roles, and were terrific.
But the play holds a special treat.
Two giants of Canadian stage
and screen were featured in this
production; Fiona Reid as the
unstoppable Lady Bracknell and
Lucy Peacock as Miss Prism,
a prim spinstress with a deeply
guarded secret.

A secret which is, of course,
revealed, along with many oth-
er misunderstandings, miscon-
ceptions and downright lies that
form the basis for the hilariously
unfolding plot.

I am guessing that most of
the audience had seen a perfor-
mance, or the movie, of Earnest
prior to taking their seats in the
Avon Theatre — including me. It
says everything about the excel-
lence of Stratford theatre that pri-
or knowledge did not detract one
bit from the sheer enjoyment of
the performance. Even the big re-
veal by Miss Prism was received
with shouts of laughter — not be-
cause folks were surprised, but
because Lucy Peacock was so
good at her job.

Stratford: a destination that
attracts visitors from all across
North American and beyond, and
where the doors are wide open to
the festival’s neighbours all sea-
son long. Enjoy!

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and past-presi-
dent of the Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada. To contact
Paul about travel, his books, or
speaking engagements, email
pknowles@golden.net.

(DARIANE SANCHE PHOTO)

From left: Mark Uhre as Nathan Detroit, Jennifer Rider-Shaw as Miss Adelaide, Dan Chamer-

oy as Sky Masterson and Olivia Sinclair-Brisbane as Sarah Brown, Guys and Dolls. Stratford

Festival 2026.
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Crossword

CLUES ACROSS
1. Listen to
5. Presents

A type of guitar

Actor Idris

A citizen of Iran

Pretentiously artistic

Harness

Diamond weight measurement
“Better Call __”

Fervent support

Male cat

Jewish spiritual leader
Disposed to venture or take risks

A way to nail
Cool!
Women’s _ movement

“Losing My Religion” rockers
Step-shaped recess

A princess can detect it
Tractor-trailer

Leslie and Leon are two

Color at the end of the spectrum
Lines where fabrics are sewn
Dodgers great Hershiser
Floor covering

Traveled aimlessly

Rocker Stewart

Body art

Congressman (abbr.)

No seats available

Breaks apart

Hand gesture

Ballplayer’s tool

Sword

Baseball team

Upper bract of floret of grass
Italian Seaport

Mars crater

Tube on a shoelace

U. of Miami mascot

South American nation

Video game series “Max __”
Upper body part

CLUES DOWN
1. German courtesy title

2. Ancient Greek personification of mercy

3. Jewish calendar month

4. Family of long-legged frogs
5. Photo

6. Delivered a speech

7. Lute used in Indian music
8. Decorated

9. Cease to stand

10. The bottom layer

11. Member of a Semitic people
12. Part of a ticket

13. Defunct monetary unit

21. Challenges

23. Body part

25. Tell on

26. By way of

27. Shady green alcove

28. Egyptian city

29.  and flowed

32. Widens a hole

33. Eurasian wheat

34. Act incorrectly

36. “Be back later”

37. Al Bundy’s wife

38. Ocean
40. Large root eaten as a vegetable
41. Units of subjective loudness
43. Music genre
44. A way to drench
46. Popular hot beverage
47. Silk-like cotton fabric
49. Rumanian city

50. Come back

51. Vaccine developer

52. Canadian law enforcers

53. Wings

54. Observational comedian Bill
57. Small fry

58. _ Clapton, musician

59. Take a chance

61. Semi-liquid food for babies
62. Consumed food
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SWIFT

Meet Swift, an energetic and affectionate
2-year-old pup who brings excitement
everywhere she goes. She loves staying
active, whether that’s exploring the
outdoors, playing fetch, or unleashing a
good old zoomie session.

After all the action, Swift is just as happy
to slow down and soak up cuddles with
her favourite people. She’s looking for an
experienced, active home that can keep
up with her energy and help her continue
building confidence and manners as she
grows into her best self.

Swift’s been looking for her furever home
for almost six months now, but we’re sure
the right family is out there just waiting to
make her their new best friend. Meet Swift
in-person at our Stratford Centre or online

at kwsphumane.ca/adopt/dogs!

SPONSORED BY:
Adult Learning Programs of Perth, Upstairs at the St. Marys Public Library

(700 Church Street North, St. Marys, ON)

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca | www.adultlearningperth.ca
Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Sudoku

2 8|3 |7
8 2|6
3 9
8|4 1 7
3 1 6
5|7 2 3
4 7|1
1 8
217 6 4
Solutions on page 27
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c o M I N G E v E N Ts Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.com

STRATFORD SCRABBLE CLUB

Anne Hathawy Residence 480 Downie St., Stratford
Meets every Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. for 3 games.
Check our website for further details stratfordscrabble.ca

STRATFORD ASTRONOMY GROUP MEETINGS
St. Michael Catholic Secondary School, 240 Oakdale
Avenue, Stratford

Rear parking lot off Matilda. Room # 1104 - 1st
Tuesday of each month from

September to June. 7-9 p.m.

We are night sky enthusiasts. Everyone is welcome to
attend. See our website at https://stratfordastronomy.com/
or call 519-275-4472 for more information

FOOD TRUCKS

Monday, July 27; 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Grace United Church Tavistock
Siggi's, El Milagro, Ish n Chips
Donations to Tavistock Health Clinic
(no trucks on August 3, 2026)

FOOD TRUCKS

Monday, August 10; 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Grace United Church Tavistock
Born2Eat, Fo'Cheezy, Beavertails
Donations to Grace United Church

STRATFORD
TIMES

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: stratfordtimes@gmail.com

c L Ass I F I E D s Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.com

STRATFORD LEGION YARD & BAKE SALE
Saturday, August 15; 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Legion 804 Ontario St.

Stop in at the and check out all our yard sale items, enjoy
a back bacon on a bun and our many bake sale goodies

FOOD TRUCKS

Monday, August 17; 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Grace United Church Tavistock

Siggi's, Pablas Street of India, SWAT
Donations to Tavistock Agricultural Society

BLACKSMITH DEMONSTRATION

On Saturday, August 29, starting at 10 a.m., come
to the Brocksden Country School Museum for an
incredible demonstration of how a blacksmith used his
forge!

FOOD TRUCKS

Monday, August 24; 4:30-7:30 p.m.

Grace United Church Tavistock

Berlin 95, Ish n Chips, El Milagro

Donations to Camp Bimini

FOOD TRUCKS

Monday, August 31; 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Grace United Church Tavistock
Born2Eat, Los Rolling Tacos, Fo'Cheezy

Donations to Tavistock Agricultural Society

FRIDAY NIGHT EUCHRES

Friday, September 11; 6 p.m.

Legion 804 Ontario St.

Sign up your team of 2 for $20 by calling the Legion at
519-271-4540, Dave at 519-703-6544 or Anne at 519-
301-0914. Doors open at 6 p.m., games start at 6:30 p.m.

EDMONTON ELKS VS TORONTO ARGONAUTS
Sunday, September 19

The Stratford Legion is hosting a bus trip to see the
Edmonton Elks vs Toronto Argonauts football game. It is
a 3 p.m. game and the Badder bus leaves from the Cooper
Lot at 12 noon. The cost is $105 p.p. Contact Dean at
273-4463 to reserve and pay for your spot. Tickets are
selling fast!

FRIDAY NIGHT EUCHRES

Friday, November 13; 6 p.m.

Legion 804 Ontario St.

November 13 — The next Stratford Legion Friday Night
Euchre is Friday Nov. 13th. Sign up your team of 2 for
$20 by calling the Legion at 519-271-4540, Dave at 519-
703-6544 or Anne at 519-301-0914. Doors open at 6 p.m.,
games start at 6:30 p.m.

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

e The Community Calendar is for non-profit organizations to promote their free admission events at

no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location as well as a phone

number, email address or website.

have the following options:

¢ If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, you

o Coming Events Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
o Coming Events Boxed Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
o Display Ad - Sizes begin at a classified business card size for $35 + hst

FOR SALE

Shade Trees; Maples, Oaks, Birch, Beech, Honey Lo-
custs, Elms, Magnolia, Hydrangea Tree, Tulip Tree, Crab
apples, Ivory Silk Lilac, Chanticleer Pear, Golden Weep-
ing Willows and more. Apples, Pears, Peaches, Plums,
Apricots, Nectarine, Blueberry, Haskap etc. Lots of
healthy strong Spruce, Cedars and White Pine for your
privacy hedges and windbreaks. Hundred of flowering
shrubs. Reg Hours 7 a.m.- 6 p.m. Mon-Sat at Martins

Nursery c¢/o Emanuel Martin. 42661 Orangehill Rd.,
Wroxeter, ON

Personal items-photos etc.
Found at Front St & Nile St on July 16th
If yours please text 519-508-9616

JUNK REMOVAL

JUNK REMOVAL - Garbage, Basements, Yards, Dump
Runs. Call Mike 519-276-7766

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED AD
HERE! JUST $10 + HST PER

EDITION Contact:
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

Submit your letter to the
Editor to us!

Call 519-655-2341 or
Email stratfordtimes@gmail.com

WANTED

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues,
Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectlvely buy—
ing CDs Cassettes Turntables and Stereo Equipment.
For more information: DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114
Ontario St. Stratford / 226-972-5750

WANTING TO BUY — All collectibles including sports
cards, beanie babies, Funko pops and stamps. Highest
prices paid. Free appraisals.Are you downsizing or need
an estate clean out? We can help. We are at the Pinery
Market at Grand Bend every Sunday from 9 am. to 5
p.m. Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

Fair value offered for your vinyl records, cassette tapes
& hifi components. Please contact Sound Fixation, 519-
801-5421, 4 George St. W, Stratford.

I WILL PAY CASH FOR ANTIQUES AND COLLECT-
IBLES — Coca Cola Pepsi any pop company, Brewery
items Kuntz, Huether Labatts etc. Old radios and gram-
ophones,

Wristwatches and pocket watches, Old fruit jars Beaver
Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and signs Red Indian
Supertest etc. Any small furniture.

If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me
- 519-570-6920.

Wanted to buy a Little Lux II Electrolux vacuum. Must
be clean and in good working condition. Call Gloria and
leave a message 519-273-2458.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY.

Email to inquire
tratfordtimes@gmail.com

Famme & Co.

125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581 | Fax 519-271-2737

office@fammeandco.on.ca

AGRICULTURAL

o Custom 3x4 baling

+ Able to cut to 44 mm

« Acid available

» Mowing and merging available

CONSTRUCTION

“Serving Stratford & area since 1977”

www.fraserpaving.ca n

Driveways - Parking Lots « Excavating
Truck Rentals - Asphalt Patching

Call Scott or Denise
for a free quote for 2022

519-271-5690

) Fencing
& Decks

ADVERTISE
L LOCAL

N7,

EAVESTROUGH

- CLEANING

\ E,ully.@leanedf Downspouts

Uﬁblock‘ed 'FFee Estimates,

1QualityAWorkmanship
/\ \

51927735

Bruce Burleigh
40 Years of Handy

(519) 703-1936

/ﬁ/&-’@

PAINT AND DECORATING
INTERIOR /
OVER 30 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE, CLEAN,

EXTERIOR PAIINTING
[RELIABLE AND FLEXIBLE.

OFFER COLOUR —99%

CONSULTATIONS. 51 9'503'361 8

YOUR AD HERE

THIS COULD
BE YOUR AD
HERE!
CONTACT US

(@) Frankiin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633
www.franklinehinz.com

MARKETING

ANNIVERSARY

SALE €

FRAMES START AT $60 |

1020 Ontario St., Stratford
519-275-3413
www.eyestobuyoptical.ca

ROOF TRUSSES & OPEN
WEB FLOOR JOISTS

Residential/Commercial/Agriculture
Contact Zach at
Watson’s Home Hardware 519-335-3551
zach@watsonshomehardware.com

STRATFORDUINS

“1 know the paper is free,
bul can 1 gel a subacription anyways?”

Yes. We understand that some people might like the convenience of the
Stratford Times arriving at their home (located near or far) through Canada
Post, so we do have subscriptions available for this purpose.

The price for a subscription is $77.00

To subscribe, please e-transfer granthavenmedia@gmail.com and include
your full mailing address in the comments, or send a cheque with mailing
address to Grant Haven Media, PO Box 2310, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A2.

ACCOUNTING EAVESTROUGH INVESTMENTS MORTGAGE TRAVEL

Mortgage solutions
to suit your needs.

Rona Marquez
Home Financing Advisor
226-921-4536

rona.marquez@scotiabank.com

Scotia.

® Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia

REAL ESTATE

ll.
»

LUCIE STEPHENS

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

019-703-0333

RE/MAX |85

Liz Yundt,
Realtor®

151 DovI:mieB g:ﬁegrg:ﬂord, On
T will always de ]
my ahselule best &

Cell: 519-272-9017
lizyundt@sutton.com

LTI .
ROYAL LePAGE BT [T CEETIRY
e}
Tina Grasby BROKER,
Royal LePage Hiller Realty
ph. 519-275-7663
tinagrasby@royallepage.ca
www.tinagrasbyrealestate.com

1. Spain

2. World Wrestling
Entertainment

3. Toto

4. Cherry Blossom
5. Latin

6. CO
7
8
9
1

. Chief Executive Officer
. Lee Harvey Oswald

. Bats

0. Airbus A380

150 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-2332

210 Mill St., New Hamburg
226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com
agent@stonetowntravel.com

TUTORING

Sylvan of Stratford

B Get ahead this summer with Sylvan!

Your child is unique, and our | SUNMMER
solutions are too! SALE
Whether your child needs to catch | N NOW !
up or get ahead, our teachers are | Free Assessment
ready to help create a one-of-a-kind - PLUS sale. Offer
personalized program that will work | valid in London

; ; and Stratford only.
gw:#;&m Get support with Expires 06/26/2026

145-103 Ontario Street, Stratford ON

519-657-7323

southlondon@SylvanLearning.com

SYLVANLEARNING.COM

TREE CARE

GREENHEAD

EXPERT TREE CARE SERVICES
[ Contact us at (226)-993-1912 or ]

email info@greenheadtreecare.ca

CERTIFIED

INSURED
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LEASE FOR $430 MONTHLY. THAT'S LIKE PAYING:

$ $ %

WEEKLY Dow N FOR I8 MONTHS
oA C.

OFFER INCLUDES $1,7100 NIS5AN BONUS AND 0.4% LOYALTY
RATE REDUCTION FOR QUALIFYING NISSAN OWNERS.

2026 ROGUE s

UP TO B00KM
ESTIMATED HWY RANGE PER TANK

. 2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
/—/——\}\\ 519.273.3119
St ra tf.rd NISSAN www.stratfordnissan.com

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00. For YOUR CONVENIENCE, OUR SERVICE DEPT IS NOW OPEN ON SATURDAYS

Lease far

i $ 99 weekly

with $500 down
for 60 months

All-in price of

| 435,743

(519) 508-5755 (@‘\

Movement that inspires www.stratfordkia.com stru tf@rd




