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NEW YEAR

Wishing you a year filled with new hopes,
new dreams, and new achievements

Happy New Year.
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2025: Unity in the face of division

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

For so many of us, looking back on the year that was
2025 is a bit of a mixed bag.

It’s not possible to think about last year without ac-
knowledging the seeds of division planted across our
country by the discordant dictatorship south of the bor-
der. The social legitimization of bigotry and selfishness by
the Trump regime has flowed northwards, bleeding into
our own daily discourse and making it difficult to discuss
anything political without someone laying blame on one
group or another.

Yet that American chaos also brought us closer together
as a country, from our elbows-up mentality in the face
of poorly thought-out tariffs driving up the cost of liv-
ing beyond the societal breaking point to cheering on the
Blue Jays as they fought tooth and nail for our national
pride. Despite having to endure the inevitable divisive-
ness of two elections within two months of each other at
the beginning of 2025, we once again realized our unity as
Canadians is our greatest strength.

As editor of the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette, I have the
distinct challenge each December of finding four photos
taken over the course of the year that illustrate the troubles
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and triumphs we overcame or celebrated to make it to the
new year. The four I chose are published on the front page
of this 2025 Year in Review edition of the Gazette — an
edition we hope our readers will keep as a reminder of a
year in their lives.

The first photo, at the top left of the page, is the view
from the cab of a local snowplow as the operator tries
to keep up with the significant snowfall we experienced
on one weekend in February. This year, both at the be-
ginning and the end, road closures, snow-squall warnings
and municipal declarations of significant weather events
were more commonplace than many of us would have
preferred. The relentless onslaught of frigid temperatures,
winter weather and their impact on homes, businesses and
infrastructure forced many of us to hunker down and pre-
pare for the worst.

But in this part of the country, we’re used to winter’s
disruptions to everyday life. We know when to stay off the
roads and we know when to emerge from our frosty co-
coons to do our part in keeping our communities function-
ing. We’re also ready and willing, at a moment’s notice, to
step in and lend a hand when needed, whether it’s helping
aneighbour, friend or family member clear the snow from
their driveway, or finding warmth and comfort for those
left out in the cold.
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The second photo, at the top right of the page, is a shot
from Oxford Conservative incumbent Arpan Khanna’s
victory party in Woodstock after winning first full term
as a member of parliament in the April 28 federal elec-
tion. Beyond the joy and excitement of victory Khanna
shared with his supporters that night, this photo, to me,
represents a key turning point in the year.

With all the challenges facing our communities and our
country — both from outside our borders and within — the
conclusion of the federal election and the election of a new
prime minister in Mark Carney, as well as the re-election
of both of our local federal representatives — Khanna for
Oxford and Tim Louis for Kitchener-Conestoga — it felt as
though we had the chance to hash out our differences in
political opinion and come out the other side stronger and
more unified. Sure, we don’t agree on everything and we
never will, but by exercising our democratic right to vote
in a national election — as well as a provincial election ear-
lier in the year — I, for one, felt more confident in how we
as Canadians and Ontarians responded to the challenges
we faced.

The third photo, at the bottom left of the page, captured
the demolition of the Old School House and former peo-
pleCare long-term-care home in Tavistock. The demoli-
tion marked the end of more than 200 years of built histo-
ry in Tavistock, as well as a new chapter for peopleCare,
an organization that saw its beginnings in Tavistock more
than 50 years ago, so it can continue to serve the com-
munity and care for seniors in its new facility for years
to come.

While the old buildings may be gone, it brings me great
comfort knowing all that history will not be lost thanks to
the work of the volunteer historians at the Tavistock and
District Historical Society (TDHS) and their collection of
historical photographs, which are regularly published in
this newspaper.

Keeping history alive and front and centre in the minds
of locals is an important piece of the fabric of our commu-
nities. From the work done by TDHS to the history pre-
served in historians and authors Marie Voisin and Kristen
Hahn’s recently released five-volume anthology, The
Historic Buildings of New Hamburg and the People Who
Lived in Them, and the wonderful historical displays cre-
ated at the Chesterfield Museum by the Plattsville and
District Heritage Society, the preservation of our local
history is crucial to how we shape our communities for
future generations.

The fourth and final photo I have selected, at the bot-
tom right of the page, is of the 822 Tutor Squadron Royal

Continued on page 3

Optimist Club of

Downie Inc.

Dec. 14 John McClelland, St. Marys ... ... $50.00
Dec. 15 Paul Neumeister, Sebringville . . . . .. $50.00
Dec. 16 Rusy & Brenda Wells, Sebringville . . $50.00
Dec. 17 Donna Johnson, Greensville ... ... $50.00
Dec. 18 Alex Jackson, Stratford .......... $50.00

Dec. 19 Penny Claus, London ............ $50.00
Dec. 20 Rita Reynen, St. Marys

2026 CALENDARS ARE
() Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633
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Canadian Air Cadets standing vigil at the
New Hamburg Cenotaph the night before
Remembrance Day. These young people
standing in the cold all night reminds me
of the duty we all have in giving back to
the communities we call home.

In this case, the cadets paid tribute to the
military veterans of New Hamburg and the
surrounding Wilmot Township, remind-
ing us of their sacrifices for our freedom
and the lives we can live today because of
those sacrifices. But there are so many oth-
er ways to give back to our communities,
from volunteering with local service clubs

raising money for local causes or hosting
beloved annual events and festivals to vol-
unteering with local minor sports organi-
zations or at local schools, and contribut-
ing whatever we can — whether that’s mon-
ey, time, effort or all of the above.

Heading into 2026, we need to remem-
ber how much our communities truly rely
on the generosity of the people who live
in them to ensure everyone has what they
need to live free, peaceful and enjoyable
lives in our townships.

Happy New Year to all our readers. I
can’t wait to see what new troubles and
triumphs 2026 brings!
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Library
Board
Opening

[ Oxford County seeks an engaged citizen

((E')xford County

Growing stronger together

to join the Oxford County Library Board
to help govern the library system for the
remainder of the 2023-2026 council term.

The Library Board helps establish the strategic framework
for delivering efficient public library services that meet the
specific needs of Oxford County.

Lindsey Mansbridge, Clerk, Oxford County
P.O. Box 1614, 21 Reeve St. Woodstock, ON N4S 7Y3
clerksoffice@oxfordcounty.ca & 519-539-9800 ext. 3001
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Funeral Home Ltd.

1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. NOB 2T0
519-656-2880

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com  cpyisiopher W. Franklin

www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com Funeral Director

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Wellesley area artist and cartoonist Jean Abernethy in her
studio, showing one of her latest creations, “The Essential
Fergus the Horse,” in hardcover, as reported on in January.

Saturday, January 10th '20.26

11:00 A.M. — 2:00 P.M.
Stratford Rotary Complex

~ ADMISSION BY DONATION ~
~SOUPONS 5 for $5 ~ CASH ONLY EVENT ~

Sample a variety of delicious soups, enjoy
live music, a silent auction, and kids’ activities

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
The 1960s Barbie Canskate D Group performed during the
Tavistock Figure Skating Club’s In My Skating Era: A Jour-
ney Through Time at the Tavistock and District Recreation
Centre in April. Pictured from left to right are Corey Arm-
strong, Ruby Mcintosh, Lucy Husk, Nora Moloney, Breanne
Poll and Blake Willsey. Group member Tessa Hazeleger is
not pictured.
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(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)
The Community Players of New Hamburg head choreogra-
pher Kalene Ticknor-Malton works with Arlo Robinson, who
plays Nigel, on the opening musical number in the commu-
nity theatre group’s upcoming production of Matilda the
Musical during a rehearsal at the New Hamburg Community
Centre March 2.
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(DIANE DANEN PHOTO)

Paul Hyatt, organist at Shakespeare Presbyterian Church,
rehearses on the pipe organ in preparation for the concert,
“Strings, Pipes and Chords,” held in celebration of the first
anniversary of the church organ being moved from Parkview
United Church in Stratford to its new home at Shakespeare
Presbyterian.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
North Easthope Public School students in grades 7 and 8 pause for a well-deserved ovation following their performance at
their Celebration of the Arts show in May. At bottom right, helping to hold the Canadian flag, is music teacher and program
director Colleen Rothwell.
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WE ACCEPT THE
TAVISTOCK CANADIAN
DENTAL CARE
PLAN (CDCP)

FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS
DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING
EMERGENCY CARE
CARE FOR ALL AGES

NOW AVAILABLE TO ALL CANADIANS

IN CLINIC
CONTACT US TODAY WHITENING
ONLY $299

55 Woodstock St. N. Tavistock, ON
info@tavistockfamilydentistry.ca

PHARMASAVE |.....q: ith ¢
Compounding Health Care
Baden Village Pharmacy Town Square Pharmacy

18 Synder's Road, Baden, Ontario P. 519-214-4000 F, 519-214-4001 100 Mill Street Unit D, New Hamburg P. 519-662-9995 F, 519-662-9984

Visit our Gonsignment Area for local
items from Atrisans, Crafters & More

Front Store . Pharmacy Services | Home Health Care
» Cosmetics *  * Phone, Online, and | (New Hamburg Location) |
e Cards and Gifts | Mobile Refills * Assisted Device Vendor (ADP)
* Vitamins and Supplements ¢ Medication Sync * Bath Safety | |
* Special Orders » Compliance Packaging * Mobility Aids |
* |njection Administration * Hospital Beds \
e Personal Aids to Daily Living

FREE WEEKDAY . V. - * Lt Chairs |
[ Bt ¢ Ostomy Products: '|'
DELIVERY! ‘ Every Thursday Certified fitters for Compression, |

'. Seniors Day 20% Off Lymphedema & Post Mastectomy ~ §
. ji

It’s easy to transfer your prescriptons here!
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(GARY WEST PHOTO)
Conn Smythe entertains residents at The Maples Retirement
Home in Tavistock over the summer. With his easygoing
style and endless playlist, Smythe says the joy he brings to
seniors through music is always worth it. “It brings a smile
to so many faces.”

Year in Review — Arts 2025

(JANICE WAGLER PHOTO)
A spectacular display of creative arrangements and har-
vest baskets by Garden Wilmot creative gardeners Katelynn
Cressman and Tyler Thompson at the New Hamburg Fall
Fair in September.
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TROPICAL COSTA'RICA:
JANUARY- 25/~ FEBRUARY/2, 2027

GROUP TRIPS HOSTED BY

210 Mill St., New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9

) 226-333-9939 () newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

TC0#5002840

_ 150 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4
. 519-284-2332 () agent@stonetowntravel.com
Co#5002839

www.stonetowntravel.com

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Ukrainian artist Viktoriia Makarova works on the Community
Unity Mural at the Ukrainian-Canadian Unity Event in New
Hamburg Sept. 20 at the Grassroots Guest House.
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Wallenstein’s Kassie Lynn wowed judges with her vocals
and guitar playing, winning first place and the $500 grand
prize at the 2025 ABC Idol youth singing contest at the Ap-
ple Butter and Cheese Festival in Wellesley.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Ester Albrecht of Dundee Pottery sands the bottom of hand-
crafted bowls being prepared for this year’s Empty Bowls
for Haiti fundraiser.
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Year in Review — Arts 2025
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)  Student actors Alex Ottoson (Steve Marsh), Phoenix Charland (Tony Bishop) and Sophie
The poster for Dancing on the Elephant, written by New Hamburg'’s Lisa Hagen and starring  Ernewein (Pamela Marsh) perform during a performance of Waterloo-Oxford District Sec-
Sheila McCarthy, Mary Walsh and Amanda Brugel. ondary School’s production of Silver Dagger.
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PARKIIT. LOCKIIT. POCKET.

Over half of stolen vehicles had the keys left inside.
Know the risks. Don’t be an easy target.

CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design)

Proactive approach to reduce crime by designing and organizing spaces so homes and businesses are safer and
harder for criminals to target.

Good news! Perth County residents can request a FREE Assessment to identify vulnerabilities in their homes and PERTH COUNTY OPP
receive advice on safeguarding their property. Contact Perth County OPP to learn more! (519) 393-6123

CAMSAFE (Volunteer Registry of Security Cameras) _I-E|

p—

Volunteer registry aimed at keeping our community safe and informing police if any cameras are available in = EI
the neighbourhood. -l_ EI

CAMSAFE does not have access to footage or cameras - only basic contact info. Delete your information or

account at any time. Register any cameras with as many or as few details as you wish. Visit camsafe.ca to learn CAMSARKRE

more.
| Non-Emergency Line: 1-888-310-1122 |

SUBSCRIBE TO THE GAZETTE TO HAVE IT DELIVERED IN YOUR MAIL!
The cost is $75.00 for a year.

Payment can be made by: Cheque mailed to PO Box 2310, St Marys ON N4X 1A2
OR dropped off at D&D Homestyle Cuisine & Café, 8 Woodstock St N, Tavistock
OR call 519-655-2341 with credit card details
OR e-transfer granthavenmedia@gmail.com
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2025 Year in Review By Month

January 2025

As Wilmot residents faced a proposed
51 per-cent increase in their property tax-
es, 19 delegations presented to elected of-
ficials at a budget meeting in early January
while dozens of residents sent their con-
cerns to councillors via email. The mes-
sage was consistent throughout the night;
passing a budget of this magnitude would
not be in the best political interest of mem-
bers of council.

Meanwhile, Wilmot Coun. Steven
Martin asked fellow councillors Harvir
Sidhu and Kris Wilkinson to leave a Ward
4 townhall meeting about the budget Jan.
4, 2025, at the New Hamburg Community
Centre. When they said they wouldn’t,

Martin left instead, leaving Coun. Lillianne
Dunstall to face an emotional crowd wor-
ried about the proposed 50-plus per-cent
tax increase and other controversial issues.
Coun. Stewart Cressman also attended but
vacated the event, concerned about poten-
tial ramifications.

Renowned Wellesley bronze sculptor
Ruth Abernethy told the Gazette she re-
ceived a phone call in October 2023 from
the governor general of Canada’s office.
The staffer on the other end of the line told
the sculptor, known across the country
and beyond for her work memorializing in
bronze important Canadians from the past
and other historical figures from around
the world, that she would be appointed as

(PHOTO COURTESY OF TAVISTOCK AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY)

a member of the Order of Canada as part
of the 2024 cohort.

Mike Harris, who at the time was
the MPP for Kitchener-Conestoga and
Ontario’s minister of red tape reduction,
accepted the Progressive Conservative
Party’s nomination to run for the seat in
the Feb. 27, 2025, provincial election.

A development consisting of 34 town-
homes was greenlit for Tavistock after
Oxford County council approved a plan
that will see the residences built on an
empty parcel of land between Optimist
Park and Village Manor. The homes will
be built on six residential blocks and for-
sale signs weren’t expected to appear until
2027.

Wellesley council officially passed a
more than $12.3-million budget for 2025
with a levy increase, inclusive of growth,

of 3.94 per cent. The total tax levy to be
collected in 2025 was just over $8.06 mil-
lion, roughly $595,000 more than the 2024
levy.

East Zorra-Tavistock (EZT) council vot-
ed in favour of closing a sewage-dumping
station in the parking lot at Queen’s Park
in Tavistock, but a lack of information as
to why the decision was made had some
people asking questions.

Residents near the border between
Wilmot and Wellesley townships were
without phone and internet services in
January following the vandalism of lo-
cal phone and internet lines. Waterloo
Regional Police received a report of prop-
erty damage to a Bell box at Lisbon Road
and Nafziger Road in Wilmot Township,
just south of the Village of Wellesley, on
the morning of Jan. 9.
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On the walls of the newly built peopleCare long-term care facility in Tavistock are 18 photo-
graphs from The Lemp Studio Collection on display. These photographs are a reminder that
peopleCare has a long history with Tavistock and is an integral part of the community. The
directors of the Tavistock and District Historical Society (TDHS) recently went on a tour of
the new facility and experienced the warmth and nostalgia these photographs bring to the
home. Kirsten Leenders, the director of programs for peopleCare, is shown here in front of

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
The Optimist tobogganing hill in Shakespeare beside the Optimist Hall was a busy spot
on Saturday and Sunday as dozens of area tobogganers enjoyed a perfect, snow-packed
run — the best it has been for many years. Both parents and kids alike commented that with
temperatures at -3 degrees Celsius, snow conditions couldn’t have been better.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF 100 WOMEN WHO CARE WILMOT)

Students and staff from Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary School accept a $10,000 cheque
for the school’s Student Assistance Fund from 100 Women Who Care Wilmot.
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(MIKE GRUMMETT PHOTO)

The New Hamburg dam through the trees running full out after the rain and snow over the
Christmas holidays.
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2025 Year in Review By Month

February 2025

What was once a summer camp for kids
in Tavistock announced plans to open up
in a third municipality. Camp Alliwannado
and the Township of Wellesley announced
a new partnership, just a few years af-
ter the operation expanded into Ayr, that
would see the camp operate for six weeks
at the Township of Wellesley Recreation
Complex.

Students in associate professor Adrienne
Johnson’s Intro to Sustainability course at
Wilfrid Laurier University helped to cre-
ate a sustainable future for residents in
the community of St. Agatha in Wilmot
Township. Similar to projects undertak-
en by students in the course in Wilmot
Township communities over the past two
years, the students partnered with the
township’s planning department to employ
the sustainable-planning practices they’ve
learned in class in a real-world setting.

A proposal from staff at East Zorra
Tavistock (EZT) Township to eliminate a
month’s worth of ice at the Tavistock and
District Recreation Centre turned into an
hour-long debate on several issues. These

issues included whether user groups had
been properly consulted, and the hiring of
a consultant to do a study on the 30-year-
old facility. Council eventually voted to
keep the ice in, at least for August 2025.
Coun. Matthew Gillespie was the only one
to vote in favour of the motion to eliminate
ice use in August.

The weatherman cooperated 100 per
cent in Linwood Feb. 1 for the annual
Snofest, which brings together hundreds
of people from throughout the area to en-
joy the winter weather and neighbourhood
get-togethers at the Linwood Community
Centre.

Wilmot Township, Oxford and Perth
counties declared significant snow events
over the weekend of Feb. 15 and 16, keep-
ing most area residents indoors as munici-
pal staff throughout the region struggled to
keep up with snow-clearing requirements.

A total of 134 walkers across 27 teams
supported by 30 volunteers turned out
for Wilmot’s Coldest Night of the Year
fundraiser walk supporting the Wilmot
Family Resource Centre (WFRC) in New
Hamburg Feb. 22. The team that raised

= - |

(ADRIENNE JOHNSON PHOTO)

Students in Wilfrid Laurier University’s Intro to Sustainability course recently visited St. Ag-
atha as part of a sustainable-planning project being undertaken in partnership with Wilmot

Township planning department.
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(MIKE MCNEIL. PHOTO)

In the Shakespeare Optimist Hall on Family Day Feb. 17 was a large gathering of local youth

having fun on Family Day.

10-member Steinmann Strollers with a to-
tal of $6,065, followed by the four-mem-
ber team, the Resource Centre Walkers,
which brought in $4,160.

Tim Louis, MP for Kitchener-Conestoga,
was appointed parliamentary secretary to
the minister of Canadian heritage. Louis
was tasked with supporting Pascal St-
Onge in advancing policies that strengthen
Canada’s arts, culture and heritage sector.

Wilmot Township council passed an
18.22 per-cent tax increase for 2025. The
final figure was vastly different from the
original 50.87 per cent proposed by town-
ship staff but it was still a hard pill to swal-
low for some councillors and members of
the public. The common theme among
councillors was financial ignorance of the
past.

The Township of Wilmot released its
2025-2027 Strategic Action Plan, a doc-
ument that provides a roadmap for the
organization, giving clear direction on
how staff and council can achieve pos-
itive results for residents. The plan was
developed in 2024 based on feedback
gathered through a public survey and local

stakeholder sessions. Hundreds of resi-
dents participated, helping to paint a pic-
ture of the community’s wants and needs.
Four key priorities emerged from this
process and formed the strategic goals of
the plan: financial stability, healthy com-
munity, prosperous business and balanced
growth, and trustworthy leadership.

Erie Hardeman successfully kept
Oxford blue in the 2025 provincial elec-
tion, capturing 55 per cent of the vote. It
was only six minutes after the polls closed
on election day Feb. 27 when the me-
dia declared Premier Doug Ford and the
PCs had won a third mandate. Two min-
utes later, media called it a majority and
Hardeman’s campaign manager Shelley
Ratelband announced his victory locally to
a cheering crowd at a post-election party
in the Woodstock Legion.

Mike Harris, meanwhile, won re-election
as the Member of Provincial Parliament
for the riding of Kitchener-Conestoga.
Harris, who garnered 41.5 per cent of the
vote, told the Gazette on election night he
is looking forward to getting back to work
at Queen’s Park.

The Tavistock Mennonite Church quilting and comforter knitting group is shown in the
church’s bottom floor in a room where three large quilts were set up. They include, from left,
Kim Brenneman, Ruth Steinman, Pastor Julie Ellison-White, Connie Zehr and Deb Kaster.

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO

Walkers embark from the New Hamburg Community Centre Feb. 22 on two- or five-kilometre
routes during the Wilmot Family Resources Centre’s Coldest Night of the Year fundraiser.
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March 2025

As the Apple Butter and Cheese (ABC)
Festival committee prepared for the festi-
val’s 50th anniversary, Wellesley council
approved a budget for the beloved annual
event that could see the committee bring
in just over $15,000 in net income. With
a balance in the festival’s reserve account
of more than $100,000, Wellesley council
approved a request from the ABC Festival
committee in March to earmark some of
that money to community projects in-
cluding a $500 donation to the Wellesley
Township Fall Fair, $4,000 for a Lions
Club disc golf course project and $27,500
for the purchase of two new gateway signs
for the Village of Wellesley.

One of downtown Tavistock’s staple
businesses celebrated its 10th anniversary
in March and the outpouring of commu-
nity support for its owners, the Sparling
family was, to say the least, heartwarm-
ing. D&D Homestyle Cuisine and Café

has been as consistent as the traffic at the
town’s five-corner intersection where it
is located, and has been serving up great
food in-store and through its catering side
for a decade.

A worldwide gathering of churches at
the beginning of March called Gather 25
brought together more than 7 million peo-
ple from 225 countries together online in
a historic event of prayer, worship and
community. East Zorra Mennonite Church
was among the 21,000 gathering groups
that participated in the global event, which
aimed to highlight how faith is transform-
ing lives across continents.

Maple Tap Farm, located north of New
Dundee in Wilmot Township, was once
again recognized for producing award-win-
ning maple syrup. For the second consec-
utive year, Jennifer and Andrew Sallans
were named the Producer of the Year at the
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival. The Wilmot
Township couple remains humbled by the
honour, having now won the prestigious

award four times since 2016.

Tim Louis, Member of Parliament for
Kitchener-Conestoga, introduced The
Canada Farmland Protection Act. The pro-
posed legislation was meant to establish a
national framework for the conservation
of Canadian farmland including support
for farmland trusts, harmonization of prac-
tices, policies for land transfers, incentives
for conservation and research and data
enhancement.

Gord and Debbra Eddy, who have lived
at Eddycrest Farms on the 11th Line in
East-Zorra Tavistock (EZT) for the past
48 years, won a 2024 Oxford Stewardship
Award nomination. Oxford County
Warden Marcus Ryan presented the prize
to one of the three nominees at the March
26 meeting of county council. The award
recognized county landowners who made
exemplary contributions to preserve and
enhance the natural features and areas on
their properties, such as woodlands, wet-
lands, streams and meadows.

East Zorra-Tavistock council passed the
township’s 2025 budget with 6.95 per-cent
tax increase. The budget passed unani-
mously at the March 19 meeting with no
discussion by members of council. A total
of just over $8.4 million was to be levied
by the township from taxpayers in 2025,
an increase over last year’s $7.7-million
levy by nearly $641,000 or 8.25 per cent.
However, EZT saw 1.29 per cent, or more
than $100,500, in growth to the township’s
assessment base in 2024, leaving the actu-
al tax increase at 6.95 per cent.

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris
Jr. was appointed to Ontario Premier Doug
Ford’s cabinet as the minister of natural
resources. Harris was first elected in 2018
and was first appointed to cabinet in June
2024, when he was named the first-ever
minister of red tape reduction. He won
a third term in the riding of Kitchener-
Conestoga in February’s election. Harris
said sitting at the cabinet table is a phe-
nomenal experience.
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(PHOTO COURTESY OF SHOW US YOUR WILMOT)

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)
The Community Players of New Hamburg head choreographer Kalene Ticknor-Malton works
with Arlo Robinson, who plays Nigel, on the opening musical number in the community
theatre group’s upcoming production of Matilda the Musical during a rehearsal at the New
Hamburg Community Centre March 2.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE WILMOT LIONS/LIONESS CLUB)
At the Wilmot Lions/Lioness Club dinner meeting March 17, Lions president Michelle Bous-
seau presented cheques to the four local charities that benefited from the proceeds of the
club’s 12 Days of Christmas Draw. This year’s recipients were Community Care Concepts,
Camino Well Being + Mental Health, Love Your Neighbour Community (LYNC) and Food-
4Kids. Pictured from left are Lion Maggie McElligott, Lisa Doherty (LYNC), Kathy Herrington
(Community Care Concepts), Lion Susan Hammer, Carrie Guse (Food4Kids), Brousseau
and Sally Sarachman (Camino Well Being + Mental Health).

A photo of some locals canoeing past the ball diamond in New Hamburg’s Norm Hill Park
over the weekend March 15-16 shared to the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook page by group
member Deb MW.
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
South Easthope Mutual Insurance continues its support of Muscular Dystrophy Canada
with a $1,000 donation presented by board chair Jeff Schultz. Pictured with Schultz are
Stephanie Singeris (left) and Keiran Albrecht (right), a client of Muscular Dystrophy Canada.
The company has donated $36,500 to the organization over the years.
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Asreported in the April 3, 2025, Gazette,
a $180,000 federal government grant gave
the Township of Wellesley a tourism boost.
A funding announcement was made at the
historic West Montrose Covered Bridge,
commonly known as the Kissing Bridge.
Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis was
on hand and said the investment would
help the township make capital improve-
ments to connect Wellesley’s trails system
with those in the larger Waterloo Region.
This funding, provided through the gov-
ernment’s Tourism Growth Program, al-
lowed the township to improve its trails
and infrastructure. It was meant to fund
the planning, design and construction of a
walking/cycling bridge over the Conestoga
River to link the township’s local trails,
enhance the ability for active, outdoor
tourists to connect and pass through the
township, and encourage offseason activ-
ities for residents and tourists alike, in-
cluding snowmobiling, snowshoeing and
cross-country skiing.

East Zorra-Tavistock (EZT) Township
decided to continue with a hybrid voting
method for the 2026 municipal election.
The township used internet and telephone
voting in the 2018 and 2022 municipal
elections, partnering with the Township
of South-West Oxford, Township of Zorra

and Town of Tillsonburg. Previously, EZT
used a mail-in method for the 2010 and
2014 elections after using traditional pa-
per ballots. In the 2018 and 2022 elections,
the township also provided a physical vot-
ing location and voter help centre at the
administration.

Though there wasn’t much fanfare with
their visit, a New Zealand couple with a di-
rect ancestral connection to New Hamburg
founder William Scott spent several days
in the Wilmot town last week, staying in
the house Scott built and learning more
about his life in Canada prior to his depar-
ture in 1867. Sheryl Patterson, Scott’s third
great-granddaughter, and her husband,
Ross Patterson, stopped in New Hamburg
in April to visit local historian Marie Voisin
and her husband, Greg Voisin, on their way
to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., where they were
set to embark on a Caribbean cruise. This
marked just their second-ever visit to the
town Sheryl Patterson’s ancestor helped
found before he packed up his family and
left Canada forever, vowing to disinherit
any family member who returned.

With the new peopleCare long-term care
(LTC) home up and running in Tavistock,
the company’s attention turned to tearing
down the well-known Old School House
and the previous home built in the 1970s.
Members of the community gathered in
April to bid farewell to the Old School
o

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

House, a structure that had stood since
the 1800s and served as the original site
of peopleCare, which began over 50 years
ago.

Miller & Miller Auctions, a New
Hamburg-based auction house renowned
for selling some of Canada’s most valu-
able and intriguing collectibles worldwide,
made its television debut on Rogers TV in
April in a new series, Auction Studio: The
Best of Miller & Miller Auctions. The se-
ries, which premiered on Rogers TV April
5 and is available to viewers across the
country and around the world via Rogers’
website and YouTube channel, captures
the excitement, drama and storytelling
behind Canada’s most remarkable collec-
tions. This television show is the direct
result of a partnership between the New
Hamburg auction house and Stratford pro-
duction company Ballinran Entertainment
forged at the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020.

General Motors announced in April it
was temporarily halting and then reduc-
ing production of the BrightDrop elec-
tric delivery van at Ingersoll’s CAMI
Assembly Plant. The union representing
the workers, including many from East
Zorra-Tavistock, said it was devastating
for Unifor members, their families and the
entire Ingersoll community after employ-
ees were told of their fate and sent home.

The Government of Ontario continued
to bolster the unilateral decision-making
powers of mayors across the province with
a proposal in April to expand strong may-
or powers to 169 additional municipalities
effective May 1, including East Zorra-
Tavistock (EZT), Perth East and Wilmot
Township.

Tim Louis was elected to a third term
as member of parliament in Kitchener-
Conestoga in the April 28 federal election,
but as expected, it was a battle. The riding
was decided by 522 votes this time around
as Conservative Doug Treleaven came
a close second with 29,484 votes. NDP
hopeful Maya Bozorgzad was a distant
third with 1,821, followed by the People’s
Party of Canada’s Kevin Dupuis with 786.

Incumbent Arpan Khanna handily re-
captured Oxford in the federal election on
April 28. With 242 of 243 polls reporting
April 29, Khanna had 37,995 votes, Liberal
David Hilderley captured 27,018 and
the NDP’s Matthew Chambers received
3,107. Ballots cast for others running
were: Jacob Watson, Christian Heritage
Party, 1,200; Cheryle Baker, Green Party,
1,057; Steven Beausoleil, People’s Party
of Canada, 634; Melanie Van Brugge,
United Party of Canada, 238; and Akshay
Vardhan, Independent, 107. By percentag-
es, Khanna received 53.2 per cent of the
vote and Hilderley 37.9 per cent.

=

Wilmot Township Mayor Natasha Salonen gloats as she stands beside Wellesley Township
Mayor Joe Nowak before a recent Wellesley Township council meeting. The two heads of
council placed a bet on the recent PJHL Doherty Division final series between New Hamburg
and Wellesley, won by the Firebirds in five games. “We deal with a lot of big issues at both
Wilmot and regional council, and it was great to bring Provincial Junior Hockey League
pride into chambers with our friendly mayors’ bet. Mayor Nowak looked great rocking our
Firebirds jersey,” Salonen said.

— e, L L = ) ! e
(PHOTO FROM NEW HAMBURG BOARD OF TRADE FACEBOOK PAGE)
All four candidates running in Kitchener-Conestoga in the upcoming federal election on
April 28 participated in an all-candidates debate hosted by the New Hamburg Board of Trade
at Puddicombe House April 14.

(DIANE DANEN PHOTO)
Brian Rancos, a volunteer and member of the New Hamburg Optimist Club, chats with blood
donor Frank DeWeerd after serving him a snack at the Blood Donor Clinic at Steinmann
Mennonite Church April 7.

Students from the Grade 5/6 class ECO Team at Sprucedale Public School working hard to
pick up garbage during the team’s schoolwide Earth Day Cleanup.
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Several school boards in southwest-
ern Ontario announced in May they were
stepping away from X, formerly known
as Twitter, citing concerns over platform
safety, artificial intelligence and shift-
ing communication strategies. The Avon
Maitland District School Board (AMDSB)
announced it would be leaving the plat-
form as of June 30. The board and all as-
sociated accounts said it will no longer be
using X to reach their audience, and fami-
lies have been encouraged to follow along
on other platforms instead. The Waterloo
Region District School Board (WRDSB)
followed suit, releasing a statement in
April explaining its decision to step away
from the platform. The board cited evolv-
ing policies, changes to safety features and
the growing use of artificial intelligence as
key reasons.

After 20 years stepping back in time as
the “schoolmarm” at Brocksden Country
School Museum, Gloria Hutchinson,

known to many as Ms. Priestap, retired
from the role she’s held close to her heart.

For two decades, Hutchinson brought
history to life for visiting students.
Hutchinson thought of Brocksden as “her
little schoolhouse.” While she’ll miss
teaching there, what she says she’ll miss
most are the children.

Oxford County announced it was in-
stalling eight new Community Safety
Zones (CSZ) this year. The locations for
the zones were decided through an eligi-
bility and evaluation process in consul-
tation with area municipalities and im-
plemented in five municipalities across
the county, including a pair in Tavistock
— on Oxford Road 24 (Hope Street West)
from Woodstock Street to the 50 km/
hr limit west, and Hope Street East from
Woodstock Street to the 50 km/hr limit
east.

A new amendment to the Township of
Wellesley’s dog-kennel bylaw removing
tattooing as an acceptable form of iden-
tification for dogs and puppies, thereby
leaving microchipping as the only option
locally, had several local kennel owners
questioning the future of their operations.
At township council’s May 13 meeting,
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(GARY WEST PHOTO)

On what would have been his 50th birthday week, 45 cyclists gathered in Linwood for Stevie
B’s Ride for Hospice in memory of local cyclist Steve Baechler.

=t i
(DIANE DANEN PHOTO)

councillors heard from two local Amish-
Mennonite kennel owners seeking ex-
emptions to the bylaw’s microchipping
requirement — an amendment approved
by council at its July 9, 2024, meeting that
will go into effect in August. The amend-
ment was narrowly approved by council
after Coun. Shelley Wagner introduced a
motion to remove tattooing as an accept-
able form of identification, suggesting the
procedure can be painful for dogs without
anesthesia and that tattoos are not effec-
tive when trying to return lost dogs to their
owners.

The Township of Perth East announced
it would launch a two-year pilot program
that will officially allow some residents
of Shakespeare and other Perth East com-
munities the opportunity to purchase a li-
cence for keeping chickens on residential
properties. After council voted on April 8
to have township staff develop a pilot pro-
gram that would allow some Perth East
residents to keep chickens on their proper-
ties for a minimum of two years, township
staff presented the program to council at

its May 21 council meeting for feedback

and consideration.

After two years of work and thanks to a
$65,000 federal grant, the Wilmot Family
Resource Centre officially rebranded as
the Wilmot and Wellesley Resource Centre
and it launched a new website aimed at
improving its internal operations and its
communication with the people and com-
munities it serves. According to resource
centre executive director Trisha Robinson
and administrative coordinator Kathryn
McEwin, who was instrumental in seeing
this project to fruition, the rebrand was
meant to reflect the services and programs
the centre has offered to residents in both
Wilmot and Wellesley for more than 40
years.

Through presentations made to Wilmot
and Wellesley councils, the Waterloo
Regional Police Service (WRPS) recon-
firmed its commitment to rural Waterloo
Region communities with its new rural
policing strategy and a dedicated rural pa-
trol sergeant, Sgt. Jay Hiuser. WRPS also
committed to establishing satellite offices
in both Wilmot and New Dumfties.
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Families line up to place their orders at the Tavistock Optimists’ food truck during the Tav-
istock Public School Open House on May 5, with proceeds generously donated to the Tav-
istock Home and School Association’s playground fund.

(SHARON LEIS PHOTO)

Charter Members of the Shakespeare Opti-Mrs. Club, from left to right, are Bessie Wilhelm,
Lorraine Gingerich and Linda Zehr, all of whom are wearing tiaras to celebrate the club’s
50th anniversary in May. Bessie Wilhelm has been a dedicated member since the club start-
ed 50 years ago.

At the ribbon-cutting ceremony for TLC Pet Foods’ new headquarters in New Hamburg May
31 was Kieran Shantz, MP Tim Louis, MPP Mike Harris Jr., Nikolas Kuttis, Sandra Kuttis,
Kira Kuttis, Erik Kuttis, Wilmot Mayor Natasha Salonen, Megan Clark and Waterloo regional
Coun. Michael Harris.
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The annual tradition of Decoration Day
returned to Wilmot Township for the sec-
ond consecutive year on June 1. Members
of the community gathered at Riverside
Cemetery in New Hamburg to pay their
respects to veterans and loved ones laid to
rest.

Tavistock was bustling with activity on
Saturday, June 7, as residents enjoyed ga-
rage sales, Optimist activities, the World
Crokinole Championship and a free barbe-
cue on Woodstock Street North. The four
businesses now calling the former Francis
Furniture building home — Breaking
Element Dance Company, Built Fitness,
Crescent Ridge Services and Stonecrest
Engineering Inc. — welcomed visitors for
a grand opening and open house. Many
commented on how impressed they were
with the transformed space and the thriv-
ing local businesses.

On Sunday, June 22, downtown New
Hamburg played host to its inaugu-
ral Food & History Walking Tour, a

community-driven experience that blend-
ed bite-sized eats with rich local tales. The
event paired five participating restaurants
with two of Wilmot’s most dedicated his-
torians leading a walking tour that fed par-
ticipants’ bodies and brains.

As part of a larger, $11.8-million fund-
ing announcement by the province, the
Township of Wilmot received just under
$380,000 in June to help replace end-of-
life refrigeration equipment for the ice
pads at the Wilmot Recreation Complex,
boosting energy efficiency and ensur-
ing the rinks can continue to serve the
community.

Wellesley Township council awarded a
nearly $290,000 contract for the develop-
ment of a new official plan for the town-
ship to Nethery Planning Services Inc., a
project that was anticipated to take nearly
one year to complete.

East Zorra-Tavistock council approved a
new asset management plan in June. An as-
set management plan is a document munic-
ipalities are required to prepare and main-

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

Students line up for their turn on the safety course, guided by Optimist members John Mar-
kle, Bruce Swartzentruber, Dan Brenneman and Denise van Griensvan, at the Optimist Bike

Rodeo at Tavistock Public School.

(DIANE DANEN PHOTO)

Sprucedale students loved the Foam Dance Party at the Shakespeare school’s Water Play

Day June 13.

of their assets over their lifecycle. It plans
for the repair, replacement and mainte-
nance of infrastructure like roads, bridges,
water systems, wastewater systems, build-
ings and more. It also allocates resources
by making evidence-based decisions and
extends the life of assets while minimizing
risks and costs. The province made these
plans mandatory in 2019. Township CAO
Karen DePrest assured council the town-
ship’s assets are in excellent condition and
when the next update is due in five years, a
third-party consultant won’t be necessary.

Tri-County Mennonite Homes hosted
a groundbreaking ceremony in June for
a new, modern long-term care home on
the grounds of Nithview Home in New
Hamburg. The current home holds up to
97 residents, but when the new build is
completed in the spring of 2027, it will
house 160 seniors and others in need of
24-hour care.

Wellesley council amended the town-
ship’s fireworks bylaw to limit when they
can be set off and where they can be sold.
At their June 24 committee of the whole

meeting, councillors approved the by-
law amendment that will not only restrict
the setting off of low-hazard fireworks
between the hours of 8 and 11 p.m. on
just three days each year — Victoria Day,
Canada Day and Labour Day — but also
limit the sale of these fireworks to brick-
and-mortar stores, thereby eliminating
pop-up or roadside fireworks retailers op-
erating in the township beginning in 2026.

There were hugs, handshakes and more
than a few tears at Tavistock Public School
on the last day of classes in June as staff
and students said goodbye to two beloved
teachers retiring together. Chris and Donna
Ross, known affectionately to students as
Mr. and Mrs. Ross, wrapped up their teach-
ing careers this June — marking the end of
an era not just for the school, but for the
many students whose lives they touched.
The couple, who live in Woodstock and
have two children, said they’re ready for
the next chapter, but it was a bittersweet
farewell.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF SHOW US YOUR WILMOT)

Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group member Mary L. Pfaff shared this photo of some
locals taking a leisurely float down the Nith River on a hot, sunny, almost-summer day in

June. Looks like fun!

(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CANADIAN QUILTERS ASSOCIATION)

R.R. 2, Tavistock’s Wendy Anderson made local quilting history in June, earning a national

award for excellence at Quilt Canada.
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The longest-serving current member of
the Ontario Legislature recently reached
three decades of public service in July.
“It’s been quite an experience,” said
Oxford MPP Ernie Hardeman. “Looking
ahead, 30 years seems like a long time, but
looking back, it seems like just the other
day.” Hardeman was first elected in June
of 1995, defeating NDP incumbent Kim
Sutherland. He has since been re-elected
nine more times, most recently earning
55 per cent of the vote in the 2025 pro-
vincial election. Hardeman’s longevity has
earned him the official title of Dean of the
Legislative Assembly, and he explained
being a sitting MPP has never felt like a
job.

After dealing with a dilapidated septic
system for three years, work on a new one
at Hickson Central Public School began
in July. Work on the site began on July
2, and the Thames Valley District School
Board (TVDSB) expected construction to
be complete before the start of the school
year on Sept. 3.

Honouring a loved one who has passed
away with a memorial bench or tree in
Wellesley Township now costs $2,500
or $800 respectively, and the placement
or those memorials is restricted to five

locations throughout the township. Those
changes were part of an official memo-
rial bench and tree policy approved by
Wellesley council at its regular meeting
July 8. Previously, requests from residents
wishing to donate a bench or tree in mem-
ory of a loved one were dealt with on a
case-by-case basis, leading to inconsistent
procedures and expectations, unclear re-
sponsibilities for long-term maintenance,
and space limitations in some parks. As
the demand for memorial installations in-
creases, township staff proposed the policy
to ensure transparency, fairness and align-
ment with park and green-space planning
and maintenance practices.

There isn’t much in this world that could
convince 700 people to sit outside in the
summer sun for a few hours on one of the
hottest days of the summer, made hotter
by several very active, nearby barbecues.
Yet that’s just what the 700 people who
travelled to Petersburg to support Warren
Bechthold, his family and their 21st annu-
al childhood cancer barbecue fundraiser
did, helping to raise $31,615.30 through
donations and the purchase of hot dogs,
sausages, hamburgers, cheeseburgers, soft
drinks and ice cream from 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. July 10.

Driven primarily by the danger it poses
to farm animals, equipment and crops in

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Student interim pastor Alexis Leis and nine-year-old Garner Zehr present an object lesson
together at East Zorra Mennonite Church’s Vacation Bible School.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

More than 120 classic cars and trucks packed the back lot of Tavistock Mennonite Church
for this year’s Zehr Insurance Classic Car Show.

the area, the Township of Wellesley offi-
cially passed a bylaw banning kite fight-
ing on public and private property in the
township in July. A tradition in many
South Asian cultures during holidays, kite
fighting involves kite flyers trying to inter-
cept each other’s lines to cut them down.
The strings, often referred to as “manja”
strings, are sometimes coated with crushed
glass or metal. Following the example of
municipalities like Oakville and Mono,
which banned kite fighting in recent years,
Wellesley council approved its own bylaw
banning the sport at its July 8 meeting.

The Conservative member of parliament
for Oxford launched a nationwide con-
sultation in July to gather feedback from
Canadians on urgent reforms needed for
Canada’s bail system and broader criminal
justice laws. Arpan Khanna engaged with
frontline police officers, Crown prosecu-
tors, judges, social workers, victims’ ad-
vocacy groups, all levels of government
and members of the private sector. The
goal was to gather insight and shape a pri-
vate member’s bill aimed at strengthening
public safety and rebalancing a criminal
justice system that has, in his view, under
the Liberal government, tipped in favour
of repeat offenders.

In July, Grassroots Response to the
Ukrainian Crisis, a non-profit started
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by Petersburg resident Steph Goertz in
2022 that has since helped more than
4,500 Ukrainians displaced by the war
with Russia find homes — and lives — in
Canada, announced it has opened a new
Ukrainian Guest House at 225 Huron St.
in New Hamburg. Formerly owned by the
Baechler family and having played a role
in welcoming Mennonite refugees from
in and around Ukraine, the home is cur-
rently owned by Greg and Marie Voisin
and is providing temporary housing for
Ukrainians as they seek to establish a new
life in Wilmot.

Following years of arguments, vandal-
ism and controversy, it was announced in
July the Prime Ministers Path would be re-
installed in Baden. At its July 28 meeting,
Wilmot Township council adopted a reso-
lution that would see nine statues return to
the grounds of Castle Kilbride.

The Township of Wilmot announced in
July it is formulating a new official plan
to guide development across its rural and
urban communities. The new plan, lasting
until 2051, will replace the existing town-
ship and regional official plans and will
build on Wilmot’s long-term vision for
growth with a renewed focus on complete
communities.

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)

Mike Farwell, host of The Mike Farwell Show on 570 NewsRadio Kitchener, mans the grill at
the 21st annual Bechthold Childhood Cancer BBQ in Petersburg in exchange for a donation
to his Farwell4Hire campaign in support of cystic fibrosis research.
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(GARY WEST PHOTO)

New Hamburg area farmer Jeff Good loads wheat into the grain buggy while his father oper-
ates the combine on the western edge of town, near the B-W Feed Mill.
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In August, the provincial government
pledged over $4 million to connect more
people to primary care in the Waterloo
Region, including rural areas. The invest-
ment is part of the government’s Primary
Care Action Plan that it said will help con-
nect 300,000 people to primary care this
year. Kitchener-Conestoga MPP  Mike
Harris said the investment would expand
the work of local health teams, includ-
ing Community Healthcaring KW, New
Vision Family Health Team, Waterloo
Region Nurse Practitioner-Led Clinic and
the Woolwich Community Health Centre
(CHC), and connect thousands of residents
across Waterloo Region to the care they de-
serve. The funding allowed the Woolwich
CHC to set up shop in Wellesley with two
new physicians.

Sustainable Waterloo Region (SWR),
in partnership with the Grand Valley
Construction Association (GVCA), offi-
cially launched Frameworks: A Building
Innovation Exchange, a groundbreaking
initiative designed to support the building
sector in transitioning toward efficient,

innovative and healthy buildings. The
program offers support that is not avail-
able anywhere else in the province. The
initiative is industry-led and shaped by an
executive advisory committee of regional
experts in construction, engineering, ar-
chitecture and building sciences. It aims to
bridge the gap and make building practices
more efficient, smart and healthy.

The four rural townships in the Region
of Waterloo issued a joint press release in
August in response to a lack of precipita-
tion. “Due to hot and dry conditions, the
townships of North Dumfries, Wellesley,
Wilmot and Woolwich are suspending
open-air burning, effective immediately,”
the release said. The ban prohibited all
fires except those set for the sole purpose
of cooking food in a contained fire pit.

The 19th annual Morningside Summer
Games wrapped up for another year in
August at Morningside Village Retirement
Community in New Hamburg. The 10-day
event featured 21 different competitions,
all organized by a committee of five resi-
dents and supported by 21 conveners.

A proposed nature trail and the construc-
tion of a fence behind residential properties

(SCOTT DUNSTALL PHOTO)

After three years, thousands of parts and over $4,000, Mike Horner proudly stands with his

LEGO tribute to downtown New Hamburg.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Thelma Grimes Steele celebrates 101 years young at Quehl’s Restaurant in Tavistock.

caused some confusion among Tavistock
(EZT) residents in August. Three different
reasons were provided to Tavistock resi-
dents as to why a fence was going up in
very close proximity to some homeown-
er’s property lines. EZT later clarified a
nature trail was only proposed for a stretch
of land behind one town roadway.

A Quebec-based data company con-
firmed in August that Wilmot and Waterloo
Region are potential spots for its next
mega data centre. QScale said it is look-
ing to move into Ontario with an invest-
ment of around $ 4 billion, and the region
was put on the shortlist of potential sites.
Martin Bouchard, the company’s president
and co-founder, told the Waterloo Region
Record newspaper that while he couldn’t
disclose specific options for a future site
for competitive reasons, he did confirm
Wilmot and other parts of the region were
included in the evaluation.

Visitors were welcomed at the Fryfogel
Tavern on Saturday, Aug. 23, for an end-
of-season open house. Guests enjoyed
tours, outdoor games, door prizes and
complimentary snacks while celebrating
the progress made in the restoration of

this local landmark. The historic tavern
was once owned by Sebastian Fryfogel,
thought to be the first settler in Perth
County. Today, it is lovingly cared for by
the Stratford Perth Heritage Foundation,
a non-profit dedicated to preserving local
history for future generations. Over the
summer, employees Hilary Doupe and
Nathan Patterson worked hard restoring
the proprietor’s office on the main floor.

Members of Wilmot Township council
received a staff report at an August council
meeting highlighting an estimated cost of
$78,000 to install nine statues of Canadian
prime ministers on township grounds
in Baden. The figure includes six con-
crete pads worth about $10,000 each and
a contingency fund of $18,000 to cover
any repairs. Before discussing the report,
council heard from Karen Dane, a town-
ship resident who expressed dismay over
the possibility of more taxpayer dollars
being spent on the Prime Ministers Path
(PMP). Council ultimately decided not to
spend any additional taxpayer dollars on
the PMP.

Residents of Morningside Village Retirement Community in New Hamburg enjoyed friendly
competition, colourful parades and community spirit during the 19th annual Morningside
Summer Games, which wrapped up with a banquet and awards ceremony in August.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

In yellow is emcee Marlene Kuepfer, who organized and announced the prize winners at this
year’s Wellesley Fall Fair Pet Show on Aug. 23. She was helped by this year’s fair ambassa-
dors, along with last year’s ambassador, Katie Musselman.
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Wilmot council indicated in September
it will likely disband the volunteer-based
committee that has organized and run the
annual Wilmot Canada Day event for the
past two years in favour of a staff-led ap-
proach. At the Sept. 8 committee of the
whole meeting, Wilmot director of com-
munity services Chris Catania told coun-
cil staff is recommending the dissolution
of the Canada Day committee of council
to allow staff to take the lead in organiz-
ing and running the event going forward,
which he said would foster better com-
munication among organizers and more
efficiency in the overall event-planning
process.

Wilmot Mayor Natasha Salonen asked
township staff in September to prepare a
policy that would have the township un-
dertake regular reviews of council pay and
benefits once during each term of council.
Atthe Sept. 8 committee of the whole meet-
ing, clerk Kaitlin Bos presented a report to
councillors informing them of Salonen’s
mayoral direction to have staff bring back
a council remuneration review policy
for consideration at council’s November

committee of the whole meeting.

Wellesley Mennonite Church marked 50
years since the church was established in
September. In 1974, a few families from
nearby churches began exploring the idea
of starting a new church in Wellesley. By
September 1975, the founding congrega-
tion began worship services, and the rest
is history. The congregation has been cel-
ebrating its 50th anniversary throughout
the year, and the weekend of Sept. 13-14
marked the highlight of that celebration
with a community breakfast, kids’ activ-
ities, musical entertainment and a special
anniversary church service.

East-Zorra Tavistock (EZT) approved
the controversial walking trail behind
Janelle Drive in September. None of the 20
affected homeowners told the Gazette they
were in favour of the recreational trail,
however no residents spoke on the topic
at the EZT council meeting where the trail
was approved. Two members of coun-
cil voted against the trail, including EZT
Mayor Phil Schaefer, who explained he
appreciated the need and is supportive of
walking trails, but felt the Janelle Drive lo-
cation doesn’t meet the necessary criteria.

Oxford County initiated a forensic

(LEE GRIFFI PHOTO)

Oxford MP Arpan Khanna hosted hundreds of constituents in September for a free pancake
breakfast. Khanna said the number one topic on people’s minds was bail reform and crime.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
The midway at this year’s New Hamburg Fall Fair lit up the night for both kids and adults.

investigation following a cyber attack
on the county’s information system in
September. The county engaged third-par-
ty cybersecurity experts to assist with con-
tainment, remediation and to conduct the
forensic investigation. In addition to the
measures in place before this incident, the
county began working with third-party cy-
bersecurity experts to introduce additional
security measures as needed to mitigate
potential future harm to its system.

Grassroots Response to the Ukrainian
Crisis hosted a Ukrainian-Canadian Unity
event in New Hamburg on Saturday,
Sept. 20. The event was held to celebrate
the opening of a new guest house for
Ukrainian newcomers, the unveiling of the
Community Unity Mural and the launch of
the book, Voices Across Time. Around 80
people attended the celebration, including
Ukrainian families, community members,
volunteers and local supporters.

The Wilmot Agricultural Society held its
annual Education Day in September at the
Hogendoorn dairy farm near St. Agatha,
welcoming Grade 4 students from across
Wilmot Township. The program, which
used to be held at the New Hamburg fair-

to give students a first-hand look at local
agriculture. Students rotated through sta-
tions focused on dairy farming, nutrition,
water conservation, horses and tack, and
farm equipment. They also rolled up their
sleeves to plant seeds in the farm’s soil.

The Wellesley Apple Butter and Cheese
(ABC) Festival crowned its 2025 Idol
youth singing contest winner Sept. 27.
The competition began more than four
months prior with tryouts at St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church in Wellesley. From 20
eager performers, eight were selected for
the semifinals at the Wellesley Fall Fair
in August. A fan-choice winner was also
selected at the fair, earning $125 and the
chance to perform alongside the finalists
at the ABC Festival. Finalists included
Kassie Lynn of Wallenstein, Nora Parks
of Wellesley, Breea Shouldice of Elmira,
Morrigan Woolner of Petersburg, Kristine
King of Baden, Kayla Weeks of Wellesley,
Jadeyn Snider of Milverton and Eleanor
Maggs of Linwood. Wallenstein’s Kassie
Lynn wowed judges with her vocals and
guitar playing, winning first place and the
$500 grand prize.

East Zorra-Tavistock Mayor Phil Schaefer was glad to be riding in Ron Saunder’s racing

division’s Hot Rod in the Tavistock Fall Fair Parade.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

Sully Minor took home first prize in the 41-60-pound class of the pedal tractor pull at the

Milverton Fall Fair.
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Though Wilmot Fire Chief Rod Leeson
spoke about the urgent need to replace
the Wilmot Fire Department’s 75-foot
aerial ladder truck in October, township
councillors opted not to proceed with the
sudden opportunity to purchase a 100-
foot ladder truck at a reduced price. At
Wilmot’s Oct. 6 committee of the whole
meeting, Leeson presented the opportu-
nity to purchase a KME 100-foot aerial
apparatus from Dependable Truck-Tank
& Emergency Vehicles at a cost of $2.08
million. According to the fire chief, the
opportunity represented a discount of
roughly $300,000 from the normal price of
one of these trucks, however councillors
would have needed to immediately ap-
prove the expenditure as part of the town-
ship’s 2026 budget and provide a deposit
within 24 hours of the meeting. Without
more information about how the purchase
would impact the township’s 10-year cap-
ita plan, councillors rejected the proposed
purchase.

In October, the Township of Wilmot be-
gan accepting applications for participa-
tion in a community steering committee
that will guide the next phase of the con-
troversial Prime Ministers Path project.
The project was relaunched following a
unanimous council vote in July, the result
of an extensive community engagement
campaign and recommendations from a
working group. One of the group’s key

recommendations was to establish a com-
mittee made up of volunteers to oversee
the reinstallation of the statues and devel-
op inclusive, historically grounded educa-
tional materials to accompany them.

Tavistock’s Transitions Equine Assisted
Learning won the Best New Tourism
Product award at the Oxford Tourism
Awards of Excellence celebration at the
Innerkip Highlands Golf Club in October
for its Cowgirl Kickback Experience ob-
stacle course.

The flagpole at Tavistock’s five corners
got a new neighbour in October — a giant
syringe marking the community’s ongoing
efforts to raise funds for much-needed up-
grades to the Tavistock Medical Building.
Members of the Tavistock Community
Health Inc. (TCHI) board helped install
the fundraising syringe, which tracks do-
nations toward their $500,000 goal. The
display serves as a visible reminder of how
close the community is to reaching its tar-
get and how important local health care re-
mains to Tavistock’s growing population.

Wellesley council approved a set of
10 guiding principles that will help the
township’s consultants move ahead with
developing between two and three op-
tions for the future use of the property on
which the old Village of Wellesley arena
and community centre currently sit. At its
Oct. 14 committee of the whole meeting,
councillors heard from GSP group presi-
dent and senior planner Steve Wever, who
presented the findings of recent public

engagement around what residents would
like to see the township do with the old
arena and community centre now that the
new Wellesley Recreation Complex is
open and fully operational.

A challenge posed to Township of
Wellesley Fire Rescue by the Perth East
Fire Department’s Milverton station led
the Wellesley fire department to plant a
12-tree urban fruit orchard beside its sta-
tion in the Village of Wellesley, next to
the Wellesley Recreation Complex. At the
Oct. 14 Wellesley committee of the whole
meeting, councillors approved a request
from the Apple Butter and Cheese Festival
(ABC) committee to contribute $1,500 to-
wards the fruit orchard, which had already
been planted by the fire department earlier
in the month. The orchard includes six va-
rieties of apple trees, two pear trees, two
peach trees and two sweet cherry trees.

Let’s Tree Wilmot, a project of Garden
Wilmot, received $67,240 from the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities in
October to support ongoing tree-planting
projects. Additional funding was pro-
vided through the Township of Wilmot’s
Community Grants program and other do-
nors. The combined funding will support
two years of tree planting and one year
of watering and monitoring in communi-
ties across the township, including New
Dundee, Petersburg, Mannheim and New
Hamburg.

Mayor Natasha Salonen announced
in October she used her Strong Mayor

Powers to hire KPMG to lead the devel-
opment of the 2026 budget as well as a
long-term financial plan. “There have been
some internal changes in the finance de-
partment, and with Strong Mayor Powers,
the budget is my responsibility to present
regardless of people’s thoughts on the leg-
islation. Talking with our CAO and corpo-
rate leadership team about putting a good
budget together we are confident in, we
came up with a big-four firm to come in.”

A tradition started in Wilmot Township
a few years ago spread to Canada’s capi-
tal on Oct. 31, and local Royal Canadian
Legion members are hoping to take it even
further next year. To officially kick off this
year’s Poppy Campaign, New Hamburg
Legion members joined Mayor Natasha
Salonen, township councillors and staff
at the township office and Castle Kilbride
in Baden Oct. 31 to raise the “Lest We
Forget” Poppy Flag — a tradition started
by 33-year Canadian Armed Forces vet-
eran Chief Petty Officer, 2nd Class (re-
tired) Donald Eenkooren in Wilmot back
in 2022. While the Poppy Flag was being
raised in Wilmot, Eenkooren and New
Hamburg Legion members Gerry and
Kathy Eichler, and Ian and Connie McKie
made the eight-hour trip to Ottawa, where
they raised the Poppy Flag — the same flag
raised in Wilmot in 2022 — in a first-of-
its-kind ceremony on Parliament Hill at-
tended by Legion Command officials and
government representatives.

(WENDY RICHARDSON PHOTO)

Pictured from left, 2024-2025 Wellesley Fall Fair Ambassador Katie Musselman shares the
Wellesley Pumpkin Experience with 2025-2026 Junior Fair Ambassador Chloe Scott at Fall
Harvest Farm’s Thanksgiving Open House, where hundreds of pumpkins were available for

purchase.

during a Fire Prevention Week o

pen house at the Shakespeare Fire Station.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
Perth East firefighter Ayden Gautreau helps young Darwin Lindner learn how local firefight-
ers use the jaws of life to extract victims from vehicles after collisions on Highway 7/8
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

(JOAN HERGOTT PHOTO)
Residents on the extended care side of The Maples Home for Seniors in Tavistock throw
their arms in the air with enthusiasm, shouting “Go Blue Jays,” cheering on Canada’s team
during the World Series between the Jays and the Los Angeles Dodgers.

Guests at Empty Bowls for Haiti enjoyed a variety of delicious soups generously donat-
ed by local restaurants including Schmidtsville in Wellesley; Kennedy’s in St. Agatha; Old
Country Kitchen, Scran & Dram and Adam Brenner in New Hamburg; EJ’s in Baden; Pacini
Restaurant in Toronto; Homestyle Diner, Tamale Girl, Village Caterer and Pasha BBQ in
Kitchener; and Quehl’s in Tavistock. Organizer Rosemary Arthurs expressed her gratitude
for the restaurants’ generosity and encouraged community members to show their support
by visiting these establishments and enjoying a meal.
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On Saturday, Nov. 1, the Nith Valley
EcoBoosters hosted a Repair Café at
Zion United Church in New Hamburg.
The event ran from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
offered community members a chance
to bring in broken items for free repairs.
Repair Cafés are community events where
volunteers help people fix their broken
belongings for free while teaching repair
skills and promoting sustainability. The
goal is to reduce waste, share knowledge
and strengthen community connections.

As the cold settled over the cenotaph in
downtown New Hamburg on the night of
Nov. 10, local air cadets stood in silent ro-
tation, keeping watch in honour of those
who served. The overnight Cenotaph Vigil,
held by the 822 Tutor Squadron Royal
Canadian Air Cadets, began at 8 p.m. and
continued through the night, ahead of the
community’s Remembrance Day ceremo-
ny. It marked the squadron’s second year
conducting the vigil in New Hamburg af-
ter several years of doing so at the Central
Park-Preston Cenotaph in Cambridge.

Explore Waterloo Region received the
Tourism Marketing Campaign Award (un-
der $50,000) for its 2024 Mistletoe Trail
campaign — a festive, art-meets-holiday
experience that invited visitors to explore
the region through seven unique mistle-
toe installations — at the Ontario Tourism
Awards of Excellence Gala in Ottawa.

After nearly nine years of creating
small-batch ales and lagers, Ayden and
Katie Gautreaux have passed the taps —
and the stainless-steel kettles — to John
and Tracey Segeren, the new owners of
the Shakespeare Brewing Company on
Perth Line 34, Shakespeare’s main street.
The Gautreaux family, who founded the
brewery in 2016, built a loyal following
with their dedication to using Ontario-
grown ingredients and producing true, lo-
cal craft beers such as Grumpy Goat IPA,
Shakespeare 75 and Coffee Pale Ale. The
Segerens, who have lived just north of
Shakespeare since 2005, said in November
they are excited to continue that tradition
while adding their own twist to the lineup.

The second annual “Taste the Culture
- Bite and Delight” event in November

was a sold-out celebration of community,
diversity and culinary exploration, draw-
ing nearly 240 attendees to the Bill Gies
Recreation Centre in Wellesley. Building
on the success of its inaugural year, the
evening once again invited residents to
experience the richness of Wellesley
Township’s growing cultural landscape.
Guests sampled traditional foods, learned
about different customs and enjoyed vi-
brant displays of fashion, music and
storytelling.

The Ford government passed legisla-
tion that abruptly ended speed-camera
programs across Ontario, but affected
municipalities were offered a pot of mon-
ey to implement other traffic-calming
measures. The legislature passed Bill 56,
Building a More Competitive Economy
Act, 2025, which includes amendments
to the Highway Traffic Act prohibiting
the use of automated speed-enforcement
systems across the province. As a result,
the Region of Waterloo ended its munic-
ipal speed-camera program on Nov. 13.
The community was told to expect to see
new provincially mandated school zone

signage installed across the 28 school
zones where speed cameras were in use.

East Zorra-Tavistock (EZT) Township’s
first attempt to sell its former office was
unsuccessful, prompting the municipality
to pay for a pair of studies at 90 Loveys
St. in Hickson. EZT hired separate consul-
tants to complete a record of site condition
(RSC) and a designated substance survey
(DSS) in November. There were no bids
received to purchase the property at the
time of closing. Several individuals and
businesses asked for the sale documents,
but no actual offers on the property were
received.

The Oxford OPP detachment announced
in November its officers are now equipped
with body-worn cameras (BWC). In a
news release, the OPP said it supports
the implementation and use of any tools
or technologies that enable improved ev-
idence collection, demonstrate greater
accountability and transparency, and en-
hance public and officer safety in Oxford
County and beyond.

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)

The New Hamburg Legion Colour Party leads the Remembrance Day Parade from the New
Hamburg Cenotaph towards the New Hamburg Community Centre for the annual Remem-

brance Day ceremony.
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(GARY WEST PHOTO)

Construction crews continue work on the new pumphouse in Shakespeare, designed to

reduce arsenic and iron levels in the village’s water supply.
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Students from a local Woolwich neighbourhood participate in Taste of Ukraine as they work
together to make a traditional Ukrainian meal at a recent event.

Tavistock Pre-Schoolers stayed snug as can be, guided by instructors JJ Bannon, Sadie
Harrett (director), Elisha Graime and Linda Holst in the Tavistock Santa Claus Parade Nov.
29. Missing was Grace Sullivan.
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United Way Oxford’s annual 12 Days
of Giving event returned in December.
The event, which started on Dec. 1 and
ran until Dec. 12, encouraged communi-
ty members to show their Local Love by
sharing 12 ways to give back to Oxford
County and directly support those in need.
Activities ranged from dropping off toys
to Operation Sharing’s The Christmas
Place or 104.7 Heart FM’s Stuff the
Bus and watching United Way Oxford’s
Community United Conversation Series to
learn about the needs and services in the
community, to donating to United Way
Oxford.

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
delivered its 2026 invoice to East Zorra-
Tavistock (EZT) in December, revealing a
sharp increase compared with 2025. The
cost of policing in the township is rising
by just under $113,000, or an increase of
9.95 per cent. Municipalities using OPP
services will see their 2026 bills rise by no
more than 11 per cent compared to 2025
under a provincial cap. The cap is part of
a revised cost-recovery and billing mod-
el designed to give municipalities more
predictability and prevent sudden, steep
increases. The province has set aside $77
million to help offset higher costs next
year.

With financial support from the Badge
of Hope Foundation and the Government
of Ontario, the Family Violence Project
Waterloo Region (FVP) is strengthen-
ing its impact in preventing and address-
ing rising levels of intimate-partner and
gender-based violence across Waterloo
Region, and provide better access to care
in Wilmot Township. Established 20 years
ago, FVP has evolved to include multi-sec-
toral services under one roof, emphasizing
education, prevention, advocacy and co-
ordinated care for those experiencing in-
timate-partner and gender-based violence.

The Perth East 2026 mayor’s budget was
officially adopted on Dec. 9. The annual
budget focuses on the township’s corpo-
rate values: progressive, service-oriented,

caring, fiscally responsible, collaborative
and enthusiastic. The year-over-year levy
increase is 5.33 per cent, meaning the af-
ter-assessment growth is 3.76 per cent. For
a typical single-family home, that trans-
lates to a $92 year-over-year change for
the Perth East portion of property taxes.

The holiday season shone brightly in
Wellesley over the weekend of Dec. 6-7
as residents laced up for the communi-
ty’s festive Jingle Run/Walk, an event
that combined holiday cheer with heart-
felt purpose, raising $1,700 in support of
a local boy fighting cancer. Participants
were invited to complete either a five-ki-
lometre or three-kilometre route, starting
outside the east entrance of the Bill Gies
Recreation Complex. Spearheaded by
Shauna Johnston, the run drew walkers,
runners and supporters of all ages — from
young children to great-grandparents —
along with a couple of festively dressed
dogs.

After recent reports that nearly half
of Ontario’s Grade 6 students failed to
meet the provincial standard in math, the
Waterloo Region District School Board
(WRDSB) and the Waterloo Catholic
District School Board (WCDSB) report
it’s not all bad news. In a media release,
the WRDSB said 62 per cent of its students
in the primary division met the provincial
standard in math, 52 per cent of junior di-
vision students met the standard and 62
per cent of Grade 9 students achieved the
standard. The WCDSB reported that 65
per cent of primary students met the pro-
vincial math standard, 53 per cent of junior
students met the standard and 53 per cent
of Grade 9 students met the standard.

After more than a decade of exhaustive
research, writing and fine-tuning, the au-
thors and historians behind the five-vol-
ume anthology, The Historic Buildings
of New Hamburg and the People Who
Lived in Them, officially celebrated its
release at a book launch Dec. 21. Hosted
at Puddicombe House, the event marked
the final chapter of a monumental journey
through local history the historians and au-
thors, Marie Voisin and Kristen Hahn, as

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Young players with Twin Centre Minor Hockey enjoyed an easy ride on their colourful float
— much less effort than a hard-fought game on the ice — during the Christmas Tyme in
Wellesley parade.

well as the late Ernie Ritz, embarked on
15 years ago.

Announced in December, Enbridge
Gas Ontario is helping the Wilmot Fire
Department purchase firefighting train-
ing materials through Safe Community
Project Assist. The program, with the
Fire Marshal’s Public Fire Safety Council
(FMPFSC), supplements existing training
for Ontario volunteer and composite fire
departments. This year’s $125,000 invest-
ment from Enbridge Gas will be shared
by 25 Ontario fire departments, including
the Wilmot Fire Department. Funds are
used to purchase educational materials to
assist in training firefighters in life-sav-
ing techniques. Wilmot Fire Chief Rod
Leeson said the $5,000 gift will be used to
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(GARY WEST PHOTO)
Sarah Johnston and daughter Bella stand
proudly beside the family’s 13-foot snow-
man on William Shakespeare Street. Wesley
Johnston, who was at work when the photo
was taken, takes on the challenge each year
of building the biggest snowman he can - a
tradition the family loves to share with the
community.

purchase training manuals.

Oxford County council approved
the 2026 business plan and budget in
December, passing a total budget of $406.1
million which includes a $278.2 million
operating budget and $127.9 million in
capital projects. The amount of money col-
lected through taxation will be $96.7 mil-
lion, resulting in a $77 increase or 5.3 per
cent for residents in the townships, includ-
ing East Zorra-Tavistock. Homeowners in
Woodstock will see a 5.2 per-cent increase
or $69. The dollar figures are based on an
average assessment of $281,377.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF WILMOT LIONS/LIONESS CLUB)

A huge crowd gathered in downtown New
Hamburg Dec. 5 for the Wilmot Lions/Lioness
Club’s 42nd annual Tree of Light Ceremony.
Christmas music was performed by the New
Hamburg Concert Band and Mixology A Cap-
pella Singers, and the young winners of the
annual colouring contest were announced.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
Santa, warm and cheerful, closed out the Shakespeare Santa Claus parade atop the final
float. He joked his reindeer were “putting on more miles than ever this year.”
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2025 Canadian Federal Election Results - April 28, 2025

FEDERAL RESULTS:
Party Leader
Liberal Mark Carney
Conservative Pierre Poilievre
Bloc Québécois  Yves-Francois Blanchet
New Democratic Jagmeet Singh
Green Jonathan Pedneault
People's Maxime Bernier

KITCHENER-CONESTOGA RESULTS:

Party Leader
Liberal Tim Louis
Conservative Doug Trelevan
New Democratic Maya Bozorgzad

People's Kevin Dupuis
OXFORD RESULTS:
Party Leader
Conservative Arpan Khanna
Liberal David Hilderley
New Democratic Matthew Chambers
Christian Heritage Jacob Watson
Green Cheryle Baker
People's Steven Beausoleil
United Melanie Van Brugge
Independent  Akshay Varun Raj Vardhan

2025 Ontario General Election Results - February 27, 2025
ONTARIO RESULTS:

Votes  %ofVotes  Seats Party Leader Votes  %ofVotes  Seats
8,595,488 438% 169 Conservative Doug Ford 2158452  430% 80
8,113,484 41.3% 144 New Democratic Marit Stiles 931,796  18.6% 27
1,236,349 6.3% 22 . _ .

1234673 6.3% 7 Liberal Bonnie Crombie 1,504,688  30.0% 14
238,892 1.2% Green Mike Schreiner 242,822  4.8% 2
840,993  4.9% 0 KITCHENER-CONESTOGA RESULTS:

Party Leader Votes % of Votes

Votes % of Votes Conservative Mike Harris 16,946  41.5%

30,001  48.3% Liberal Joe Gowing 12,031 29.5%
29,479  47.5% New Democratic Jodi Szimanski 7,551  18.5%
1,821 2.9% Green Brayden Wagenaar 2,227  5.5%
786 1.3% New Blue Party Jim Karahalios 1,152 2.8%
Ontario Party Patrick Doucette 890 2.2%
OXFORD RESULTS:

V;::j 91 %;;.\gz/toes Party | | Leader Votes % of Votes
27311 38.2% Conservative Ernie Hardeman 27,061  55.3%
3046 4.3% Liberal Bernia Martin 11,348  23.2%
1203 1.7% New Democratic Khadijah Haliru 5374  11.0%
897  1.3% Green Colton Kaufman 2,182 4.5%
642  0.9% Ontario Party Grace Harper 1,414 2.9%
152 0.2% New Blue Party Peter Beimers 1,317 2.8%
109  0.2% Libertarian Henryk Szymczyszyn 276  0.6%

We thank you for your
valued business, and wish
you and your loved ones a

bounty of glad tidings

this holiday season.

FRESH LOCAL BEEF & PORK PRODUCTS
mvistock 519-462-2280 Fax 519-462-1460

~J

Times change—but personal financial advice should remain accessible. If you're reviewing your financial situation or
considering your next steps, we’re here to help. We offer a full suite of investment solutions, retirement income
planning, estate and tax support, and insurance*—all delivered by a well-established, local team.

Let’s talk about what’s important to you and how to build or transition a wealth plan that fits your goals.

iIAMY

Private Wealth

Andrew Raymer & Ryan Husk
Senior Wealth Advisors |

iA Private Wealth | Raymer Financial

Insurance Advisors

iA Private Wealth Insurance*

'l RAYMER
EN FINANCIAL

A better way to wealth

519-655-2700

iA Private Wealth Inc. is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and the Canadian Investment Regulatory Organization. iA Private Wealth is a trademark and business name
under which iA Private Wealth Inc. operates. *Insurance products are provided through iA Private Wealth Insurance, which is a trade name of PPI Management Inc. Only products and
services offered through iA Private Wealth Inc. are covered by the Canadian Investor Protection Fund.
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New Year’s Crossword Puzzle
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Use the clues below to fill in the words on
the crossword puzzle.
Words can go across or down.

Letters are shared when the words intersect.

ACROSS

3. A feeling many have for the new year

6. A chance to begin again

8. What everyone watches as midnight approaches
9. A promise made for self-improvement

11. What lies ahead in the coming year

12. Customs repeated every New Year

14. The first month of the year

17. A festive gathering or event

18. A word said before taking a drink

DOWN

1. What the new year gives us more of

2. Things people aim to achieve in the new year
4. Colorful explosions seen on New Year’s Eve
5. When the new year officially starts

7. The year being welcomed

8. Small pieces of paper thrown at celebrations
10. A social event to welcome the new year

13. A sparkling drink used for toasts

15. Looking back on the past year

16. Shows days, months, and the new year

Answers on the classified page
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Proudly serving
CI1S Vilmottownship and
comeLeTe TREE  greg for over 25 years

N.H. INC.

Call the Snow Pros
519-662-6198 treefellar@netflash.net

Now Accepting New Clients Call me for a quote

7 o
massel's marine

38 Milton Street New Hamburg
(519) 662-1650 (866) 627-7357
www.masselsmarine.com

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes
Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing
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GO BOLDLY.
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ANSWERS FOUND ON
THE CLASSIFIED PAGE

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
Weekly Quiz

By Jake Grant

1. What popular numeric-based phrase annoyed
parents and teachers alike in 20257

2. Who led the Toronto Blue Jays in postseason
hits and batting average?

3. What movie won “Best Picture” at the 2025
Oscars?

4. Canadian Shai Gilgeous-Alexander led what
pro sports team to a championship in 2025?

5. The G7 Summit in June was held where in
Canada?

Who is Robert Francis Prevost better known as?

7. Who was elected as Mayor of New York City in
November?

8. What Al chip maker is the world’s most valuable
company at year end?

9. What is the most populated country in the world
as of year end?

10. What was the name of the hero who tackled and
disarmed one of the gunmen at Bondi Beach,
Australia on Dec. 147

READ US ONLINE AT:

GRANTHAVEN.COM/
WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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WAGLER, Susan “Sue” Elizabeth
B o bl Passed away peacefully
i & with her family by her side
Cotlape, & on Sunday, November 23,
M 2025, at Groves Memorial
# Community Hospital, Fergus.
Sue was born 68 years ago,
fil a daughter of the late George
and Esther (Shelley) Penney.

Devoted and loving wife
of Edward Wagler whom she
8 cherished 48 years of mar-

S8 riage with. Cherished moth-
er of Amanda Wagler and husband Kyle Dietrich,
Meghan Wagler, and Stephanie Wagler and husband
Jesse Cressman. Sue was a doting grammy to Maren,
Harrison, Mayelle, Camille, Ezra, and Wilson. She
will be fondly remembered by her sister Louise
Gingerich, brother Mike Penney and wife Ellen, and
by her multiple brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law,
nieces and nephews. Sue will also be missed by her
elderly dog Stew.

Sue made friends everywhere she went and will
be missed and remembered by her many friends,
neighbours, fellow volunteers at MCC Thrift — New
Hamburg, her pickleball family and by her Wilmot
Mennonite Church family. Sue was employed with
Hybrid Turkeys for 30 years.

At Sue’s request, cremation has taken place.
Relatives and friends are invited to Wilmot Mennonite
Church, 2995 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, on
Saturday, January 3, 2026, for a memorial service be-
ginning at 11:00 a.m. with Pastor Susan Allison Jones
officiating. A reception will follow at the Puddicombe
House, New Hamburg. For those unable to attend the
reception, the family will receive at the church begin-
ning at 10:00 a.m. until the time of the service.

As expressions of sympathy, memorial dona-
tions can be made to Groves Memorial Community
Hospital, or the WRHN Cancer Centre and can be
done on the funeral home website.

Personal condolences can be posted for the family
at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the
Mark Jutzi Funeral Home, New Hamburg.

SCHUMM: Reta Barbara
(nee Schultz)

Passed away peacefully at
Stratford General Hospital
surrounded by her family on
December 18, 2025. Reta
Schumm of Tavistock in her

94th year.

Beloved wife of Daniel

Schumm who predeceased
her December 24, 1997.

‘ Loving mother of Bruce

and wife Barbara of New
Hamburg, Virginia and husband Daniel Mucuk of
New Hamburg, Mary and husband George Trachsel
of Huntsville, Wayne and wife Michelle of Tavistock
and Paul and wife Ingrid of Stratford. Sadly missed
by her 14 grandchildren and 17 great grandchildren.
Survived by her brothers Herb and Shirley Schultz of
New Hamburg, Katherine and husband Don Snyder
of Waterloo, David and wife Marilyn Schultz of
Milverton, sister Phyllis Gropp of Kitchener and
sisters-in-law Irene Schultz of New Hamburg and
Audrey Schumm of Tavistock.

Predeceased by her parents Mahlon and Elizabeth
(Lichti) Schultz, sister Mary & Stanley Ropp, broth-
er Alvin Schultz, brothers and sisters-in-law Alfred
Schumm, Lamar Schumm, Fannie Mae & Glenn
Schwartzentruber, Catherine Currah and Geneva &
Mervin Lichti

Relatives and friends will be received in the
Francis Chapel of the Glendinning Funeral Home,
77 Woodstock Street. N. Tavistock on Sunday
December 21, 2025 from 5-8pm. Funeral service will
be conducted at the Tavistock Mennonite Church on
Monday December 22, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. Reception
to follow. Private interment to follow at East Zorra
Mennonite Church Cemetery, 16th line.

In licu of flowers, donations to the Stratford General
Hospital or Tavistock Mennonite Church would be
appreciated by the family. Personal condolences can
be shared at www.francisth.ca.

GRANT
HAVEN
MEDIA

Considering running digital
ads on our website to reach
a broader audience? Let me
make it easy for you.
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WETTLAUFER: Claudette Edna
(nee Sippel)

passed away peacefully
at her home, peopleCare,
Tavistock surrounded by
her family on December 17,
2025 in her 86th year.

Beloved wife of the late
Charles “Jack” Wettlaufer
who predeceased her October
17, 2022. Loving mother of
| Fred of Tavistock, Charlie
and wife Chris of Tavistock,
Marianne and husband Dale
Ruby of R.R. 2 Tavistock. Sadly missed by her grand-
children Riley and Travis Wettlaufer and Jayden and
Simon Ruby. Survived by her sisters-in-law, Carol
Sippel of Miami Florida and Gloria Wettlaufer of
Tavistock, and by her Goddaughter Kim Gilmore
(Byron) of Brantford.

Predeceased by her infant daughter in 1967, by her
parents Milton and Florence (Berger) Sippel, brother
Farrell Sippel, father-in-law and mother-in-law Percy
and Ruth (Hinz) Wettlaufer, brother-in-law Robert
“Bob” Wettlaufer, William “Bill” Wettlaufer and sis-
ter-in-law Lynda Wettlaufer.

Claudette had a real love for music, regularly play-
ing the piano and organ. She had a love of animals
especially cats. Claudette was interested in family
history and she contributed photos and history to the
Tavistock Historical Society.

Relatives and friends will be received in the
Francis Chapel of the Glendinning Funeral Home, 77
Woodstock St. N. Tavistock on Friday December 19,
2025 from 5-8pm. Funeral Service will be conducted
at the Grace United Church on Saturday December
20, 2025 at 11:00am. Interment in Grace United
Church Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the Grace United
Church would be appreciated by the family. Personal
condolences can be shared at www.francisfh.ca

NOTE OF APPRECIATION

[Fan G

The family of Wray Luke Bender
wishes to express their appreciation
for all the kind expressions of
sympathy and support that we
received after Wray's sudden passing
on November 16, 2025. Parting is such
sweet sorrow. For everything there is a
season and a time for every purpose
under heaven.

A heartfelt thank you to Pastor Julie
Ellison White for her outstanding
pastoral care during this difficult time,
and Stratford General Hospital staff for
their compassionate palliative care. A
special thank you to Glendinning
Funeral Home for their excellent and
caring assistance.

Cathi Bender,
Krista&Dan Charbonneau,
Anne&Will Gunn & Families
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Invest for
Income

BECAUSE RETIREMENT
DESERVES PEACE OF MIND

To learn more, contact us at:

519.883.6066
Twealth@raymondjames.ca
Twealthgroup.com

l_'|=|'_| Tchabushnig Wealth Group  RAYMOND JAMES®

© 2025 Raymond James Ltd. All rights reserved. Raymond James Ltd. is an indirect wholly-owned subsidiary of Raymond James Financial,
Inc., regulated by the Canadian Investment Regulatory Organization (CIRO) and is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund.
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—— TESTIMONIAL —
[an McKie

Chair of Leadership and
Training, New Hamburg Legion

“We want to thank you
for the great ad!

We had 70 people show up,
almost capacity! The seminar was
great. Dave Clark, our WRPS
officer, knew his stuff! Took us
through lots of issues and
examples; plus he answered
many great questions.
Thank you! This has hopefully
helped a lot of people avoid the
devastation of fraud.”

To advertise with us, contact
Heather Dunbar at 226.261.1837
or heather@granthaven.com

TOWNSHIP OF
EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock
Phone: 519-655-2151
All are welcome

Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY LUTHERAN (ELCIC)
Sebastopol - Tavistock
2210 Perth Line 29
Pastor Steve Hoffard
Worship In Person or on Zoom
Sundays at 10:00 AM
(519) 655-2312
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE
Pastor Julie Ellison White
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,

with coffee and fellowship to follow at 17am.

All ages Junior Sunday School will follow
after the service.
All are Welcome
Stream services online at
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - T1am Each Sunday

To have your place of worship listing included
here, please contact thewtgazette@gmail.com

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC

Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock

stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:

https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

WILMOT TOWNSHIP

ST GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH

Corner of Waterloo St and Byron St, New Hamburg
Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.
All are welcome.

https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease

4339 Huron Rd Wilmat Township
All are welcome.
Contact Carol Massel: 519-502-8648
carol@masselsmarine.com

ST AGATHA MENNONITE CHURCH
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212
Pastor Jim Brown

Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour
and sermon discussion.

All are welcome

READ THE GAZETTE ON OUR WEBSITE AT:
GRANTHAVEN.COM/

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

SEND STORY IDEAS AND
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR TO

GALEN SIMMONS AT
GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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YEAR IN SPORT S

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
JANUARY: Reeve Houle has his hand raised following one of his wins. The Tavistock native

has a 3-1 record in his burgeoning MMA career, most recently earning a second-round TKO (PHOTO COURTESY OF TAVISTOCK ROYALS )

win over William Hall on Dec. 14, 2024. FEBRUARY: Royals goalie Zach Shomphe makes one of his 42 saves during the Royals’
1 loss to Saugeen Shores Feb. 14.
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
MARCH: New Hamburg Firebirds forward Antonio Pasqualino celebrates one of his two
goals in the series-clinching game against the Wellesley Applejacks on March 28. The Fire-
birds went on to face Grlmsby |n a PJHL quarter-flnal matchup
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
APRIL: Pictured is Ron Armstrong, originally from Ingersoll and now a resident of New Ham-
burg, with the gold medal he won in the 400-metre individual medley at the Ontario Masters
Swimming Championship April 25-27 in Markham. Armstrong’s time of 6:20.44 set a new
world record in the men’s 75-79 division.
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(ROSLYN MCLAREN PHOTO)

JUNE: The Shakespeare Falcons U17 team celebrates their Barrie Bash championship vic-
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)  tory in June. Pictured in the front row from left are Kalia McLaren, Ava Harmer, Olivia Par-

MAY: The Braves presented all three graduating players with framed jerseys at the team’s  sons, Annalise Glaab, Taya McLaren and Adele Helson. In the back row from left are Matt

annual awards banquet May 24. Pictured are Lander Hartley, Trent Davies and Will Schlot- McLaren, Andrew Medhurst, Kennedy Vail, Sierrah Babcock, Eden Fraser, Cam Medhurst,
zhauer. Deanna Halls, Bree Weber, Taylor Pletsch and Randy Halls.
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
JULY: Members of the Tavistock U15 Athletics softball team pose for a photo with their
on-field rivals from Wilmot. Many of the players attend Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary
School together and are friends off the field. The U15 Tavistock team won gold at a provin-
cial elimination tournament in Napanee in July, punching their ticket to the national cham-
pionship tournament in Manitoba.

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTO)
SEPTEMBER: Riley Noble skates with the puck for the Wellesley Applejacks during their
game against the Tavistock Braves on Sept. 19. Kian Harron scored the overtime winner for
the Applejacks. Luke Schofield and Tyler Chadwick also scored for Wellesley, while Evan

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTO)
NOVEMBER: New Hamburg Firebirds forward Owen Bruder fires a shot onto goaltender Lo-
gan MacMillan during the Firebirds’ 8-6 win over the Wellesley Applejacks on Nov. 7. Bruder
scored one goal in the third period.

YEAR IN SPORTS

(SHANNON HILL MEDIA PHOTO)
AUGUST: Pictured from left to right are Elaina McGraw, Cali Gaudun-Gies, Bryn Stachowski,
Arilynn Van Alphen, Shelby Dubrick, Mya Bannerman, Jordyn Thomson, Calee Richmond,
Holly Pembleton, Lainey Chambers, Payton Goerz and Indigo Gaudun-Jones. The U11 girls
Wilmot Thunder ended their season on a high with a round-robin game that was called their
best game of the entire season during the Aug. 8-10 Year-End Tournament in Ayr.
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
October: The championship curling team from Stratford District Secondary School includes,
from left, Deanna Halls (Second), Hailey Peters (Vice), Addison Hyatt (Skip) and Brooklyn
Hyatt (Lead) — all from Tavistock and Poole.

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTO)
DECEMBER: Cameron Schmidt leaps and hits the ball while supported by Quinn Witzel
during the Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary School (W-ODSS) junior girls volleyball
game on Dec. 9 against Cameron Heights Collegiate Institute (CHCI).
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Looking back at 2025 fads in health and wellness

HEAPS OF
HEALTHY
TIPS

By Mercedes Kay Gold

Trends come and go but in the
world of happy holistic living, I
am hoping some of the fantastic
2025 fads were a find, and now
an integral part of your daily
protocol.

Let’s take a look back at what
was red hot across the board,
whether featured on traditional
television and paper or splashed
all over social media.

The Carnivore Diet gained a lot
of attention, and for many, it is
linked to gut healing and weight
loss, and fewer if any symptoms
of autoimmune diseases. For
some, the lack of plants in the
diet, or zero lectins and oxalates
to be precise, helped with kidney
stones. For others, a diet high
in animal-based foods, one rich
in B12, heme iron and zinc
replenished their bodies without
supplementation. Looking to give
it a whirl? The Carnivore Diet is
based around meat, fish, some
dairy and a handful of berries
or avocado as a rule. The Lion
Diet is stricter, still a meat-based
eating pattern, but primarily

FULL MECHANICAL SERVICES
& TIRES FOR ALL VEHICLES

ALIGNMENT

SUSPENSION

OIL CHANGES

BRAKES

LICENSED VEHICLE
INSPECTION STATION

(=XTIRE]|

Service, Repair and Tires.

based on ruminant animals. The
diet includes beef, goat, bison,
deer, water and high-quality sea
salt.

Intermittent fasting revolves
around eating and fasting
generally with the shortest fast
being 16 hours, leaving you
a window of eight hours to
enjoy food. The longer the fast,
the more whole-body healing
benefits. There are multiple
methods. Whether you follow
time-restricted,  periodic  or
alternate-day fasting, the body
uses stored sugar for energy, and
once that’s gone, the body moves
to fat-burning mode. Fasting
improves weight-management,
insulin resistance and cholesterol,
plus lowers inflammation and
brain fog.

Whole-body vibrating
machines are quite the craze on
TikTok. Exercising as little as 15
minutes a couple of times a week
by merely standing or laying on
a vibrating machine may increase
blood flow, reduce soreness,
build strength and balance. Yes,

PASSENGER & LIGHT TRUCK

FARM TIRES

HEAVY TRUCK

LAWN & GARDEN

CAMPERS, RV'S,
ATV’'S & MORE

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519.662.4990 | oktire.com

this sounds spectacular but the
jury is out. As a personal trainer,
I would advise you it can’t hurt to
add but it’s not a replacement for
consistent aerobic and strength
training.

Infrared face masks and mats
are holistic wellness devices
that emit heat, penetrating deep
into the body in as little as 20
minutes. The red light provides
tonnes of therapeutic, body-
boosting benefits. If you haven’t
been to the Zen Den Light and
Healing Studio in New Hamburg,
it should be on your to-do list
for 2026. They have a booth, so
bring a buddy.

Face yoga; yes, you read that
right. Face yoga is at-home facial
workouts designed to minimize
wrinkles, get rid of a double chin,
eliminate eye bags and get rid of
face fat by improving skin tone
and facial muscle tightness. To
be honest, I have never tried it.
This busy bee finds it challenging
enough to find time for physical
activity, and knowing leg strength
is linked to longevity, not a lack
of wrinkles, you will find me in
the gym.

Muscle scraping is not new
to athletes and gym-goers, but
podiatrists and massage therapists
are all over social media posting
videos. Muscle scraping uses a
Graston tool or gua sha, but  have
even used a spoon to break up
painful scar tissue. The repeated
scraping action increases blood
flow, bringing lots of oxygen and
nutrients, stimulating the body’s

response to speed up healing.
This is a godsend on shin splints
and plantar fasciitis.

Farmer’s carry is a simple
weighted exercise, carrying
dumbbells or kettle bells in
each hand while walking a set
distance. Jump on the bandwagon
today. Don’t delay. Pick a starting
weight. Stand tall, feet shoulder
width apart and arms hanging
at your sides. Looking straight
ahead, walk with your belly
button pulled in, holding the
weights with a tight grip. Aim to
walk a minimum of 30 seconds.
Increase the weight and distance
to build functional, total-body
strength inside and out.

There are always heaps of
hyped-up new things and some
are just that, hype, and some are
awesome. Use common sense,
speak to your health practitioner
and stick to something long
enough to find out if it’s the
perfect fit for you.

One thing I am sure of;
aggressively getting out of
your comfort zone is the key to
quality of life. Get comfortable
in the lazy body and your days
are numbered. Get lazy in the
kitchen and inflammation slowly
increases. Health is earned. Make
2026 the year to try new foods
and feel soreness from physical
activity.
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Factory Fresh To Your Table

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
EE R Rk b Rk ok e Rk
Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls
R R R R R R Rk R R R R R Rk R
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm * Saturday 9 am to 1 pm
Closed Sundays

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Factory limited
Since 1879 "z

Oak Grove Cheese / g
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4 PLUMBING & MEEH#HIEAL Ililf.

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing
PLUS Water Conditioning
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NOTICE: Gazette PllZZlES
WILMOT MUSLIM CENTRE CEMETERY MAJOR NEWSIN 2025
Wilmot Muslim Centre has submitted SAYCNLABOURSTRI KESDS
proposedcemeteryby—lowstojche PMUTLOTCXOI!l VSLJGXUTS
Reglstrqrunder.theFuneral,Bur/aland AlAKNIITTEQSFTCUOUFP X
Cremation Services Act, 2002.
. . CLZKHGMTUJVNJIWBUPIKDWSA
Any interested parties may contact
Khaled Wahab of Wilmot Muslim Centre ] ] NITHPTYI ACYQHMYLEZUBO
for information or to review or obtain Franklin & Donna Hinz OTNSHMBETIEGAGNNIKNLUP
copies of the proposed by-laws at: Do what makes you | APXV ZFYRELMETSQBSWT
Wilmot Muslim Centre Lookupfi,?%atgm TRDHUSLTPEWEVGFAHOLTF
Email:  info@wilmotmuslimcentre.ca you joy. Listen to what
Phone:  226-646-1062 s your spirit. Speak to AYDXXOHI OTVI LSKWASGZC
Address: 1000 Knechtel Court, those who warm your RSMBOQKRTSSOLAKXDTI LDO
Wilmot, ON NOB 1EO Surmunj‘;fjrsdfwhh GPJBBDSUJACOSDRDYHRS
These proposed by-laws are subject to ;gi‘;:ﬁ?’;‘;ﬁ;;‘;i |l EFHVQKCSSHNYCFEUJUXT
theapprovql of the Registrgrunder.the smile during this 2025 MNKTAPZEAYBTYY 1l I DMTO
;Lcl:rge;g(l,) 2Bunal and Cremation Services Festive Season. MDFSNOISNETEDARTRERTE
| T YLYBXRZYWCDS I MCETFIL
For assistance, please contact the ‘
Bereavement Authority of Ontario’s @ﬂanklm E. Hinz GNI SUOHELBADROFFARS I
Licensing Department at 647-483-2645 196 Ontario Street KGOBNIQDOBCRRZTDUGAYV
or 1-844-493-6356 or STRATFORD ESNOPSERSISIRCGURDD I
I licensing@thebao.ca I 273-1633 LQUCARBONTAXDEBATETIN
B BI JHXXBBVQJBYRRVOPG
Affordable Housing Cost of Living Immigration Caps
NOT EVERYONE Arctic Sovereignty  Drug Crisis Response Labour Strikes
TRAPPE D Border Security Federal Election Military Spending
BY ALCOHOL IS AN Carbon Tax Debate  Foreign Interference Student Visas
AL c 0 H 0 LI c Climate Wildfires Gaza Ceasefire Calls Trade Tensions
........... PONSTRED BV
Families and friends )
are suffering too P YOU MAKE A ! ATION » PORTA .
Al-Anon & Alateen - =1T» IG-ALUN, STEEL STAMESS.CAST
could help ' AILBO
| AMS RD | |
BERE ERUINCHOUSINGE IS 51060219
g available OLL FREE: 1-877-324-444
O
1-800-706-9533 Pet of the Week
al-anon.alateen.on.ca [
................................... ( JOVIE
Meet Jovie, your Very Own Canadian _ f - ]
House Hippo. If you grew up in Canada, , F
AbAnon Family Groups you probably dreamed of having a Canadian
' House Hippo, and Jovie is basically the real

thing! This medium mixed-breed has the
heart of a couch potato and the soul of a
snack enthusiast. She adores people, lives |
for cuddles, and takes food very seriously. :
Jovie enjoys her daily walks but truly thrives |
in a calm, cozy home where naps and treats | 2

1-888-4AL-ANON * AL-ANON.ORG

NEWS are plentiful. Sweet, gentle, and endlessly |
lovable, she’s ready to waddle her way into
m your heart. Adopt your very own Canadian
JOURNALISM, ONE COMMUI House Hippo, one of a kind and ready for |
READ US B love! Learn more at kwsphumane.ca.

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.ticpetfood.com

SPONSORED BY:
TLCPETFOOD . "=<
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2025 real estate market recap: A year of adjustment across
our local communities

EXPERT
REAL ESTATE
ADVICE

By Isabel Livingston
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Township, Wellesley/Woolwich, Perth
East/Shakespeare, East Zorra-Tavistock
and Blandford-Blenheim reflected a year
of recalibration. Following several years
of rapid change, the market settled into a
more balanced rhythm — one defined by
increased inventory, steadier pricing and
more thoughtful decision-making from
both buyers and sellers.

Average sale prices across the region re-
mained resilient throughout the year, high-
lighting the ongoing desirability of rural
and small-town living. Wilmot Township
had an average sale price of $851,892 in
2025, while Wellesley/Woolwich led the
group at $911,678, reinforcing strong
demand for homes that offer space, com-
munity and access to nearby urban cen-
tres. Blandford-Blenheim saw an average
price of $786,665, Perth East/Shakespeare
at $733,400 and East Zorra-Tavistock at
$709,267, demonstrating healthy price sta-
bility across residential real estate. Please
note these numbers don’t reflect or include
agricultural real estate patterns.

One of the most notable shifts in 2025
was the rise in new listings compared to
completed sales. In every area, new listings
outpaced sales, signalling a clear increase
in inventory. Wellesley/Woolwich and
Wilmot Township saw particularly strong
listing activity, giving buyers more choice
than they’ve had in recent years. This shift
eased the intense competition seen in pre-
vious markets and allowed buyers to move
forward with greater confidence and fewer
pressure-driven decisions.

With more homes available, average days
on the market increased, reflecting a return
to a more traditional selling environment.
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INFORMATION GATHERED FROM HABISTAT

Average Sale Price

$851,892

Average Sale Price

$709,267

Number Of Sales VS New Listings

@® Wilmot Township @ East Zorra Tavistock

2025 RECAP - REAL ESTATE STATS

Average Sale Price

$911,678
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Wellsley/Woolwich

Average Sale Price

$733,400

Average Sale Price

$786,665

Average Days On
Market

1 9 Wilmot Township

3 8 East Zorra Tavistock

Wellsley/Woolwich

4 0 Blandford Blenheim

3 4 Perth East/Shakespeare

New

@ Perth East/Shakespeare @ Blandford Blenheim

o= CRASHER’\
_ ) ORNI-THERAPY SEED 3.6KG
f= =ML sosson v e/
ONLY $7.99 NOW $39.99
WAS 5399 WAS 5h7.00
COUNTRY CAT FO0D 18KG RED BARN DOG TREATS
i, ;

f NOW $16.99

WAS 524.88

Tl o ik g Reored i1 o] Bk o e
i, sunliowss chips. peatete a~d
scculint rEsirs

NEW PRODUCT LAUNCH

~®  (OUNTRY PRO
HIH DEER FEED

unw’%aﬁ,ag -

WAS 535.90 WS SE

“‘J 16,895

e des '-:.:..-.._'- fazoried By sbicks and cofager

AVAILABLE
NOW

| Sl Fooxd B e
g ol e Tl Bt By afd s

| SEED STARTING SOIL E EFL

wenimonsi (B8 West Coast Seeds _ _- SR
‘5.," |- + -
. f# R/ 25H.G
' NOW 56.99 ' =
iy emavcsmmaes FROM $2199-109.999 ONLY 329 99

76 Mill St. Baden Ontario 519-634-5474 www.country-depot.ca

Properties no longer sold instantly, and
successful sales were increasingly tied to
strategic pricing, strong presentation and
realistic expectations. Average days on
the market ranged from approximately 19
to 40 days, depending on the community,
detailing the importance of preparation
and professional guidance when listing a
home.

For sellers, 2025 was a year that reward-
ed those who adapted. While well-priced,
move-in-ready homes continued to per-
form strongly, over-priced or poorly pre-
sented properties often required multiple
price adjustments and longer marketing
timelines. Buyers, on the other hand, ben-
efited from improved negotiating power,
more conditional offers and the ability to
explore options without the urgency that

Your Holiday Clean-Out

= Feotidoy Cheer for AL

; Donate your gently used household
goods to your local MCC Thrift shop

a
NEW HAMBURG
THRIFT CENTRE

41 Heritage Dr, New Hamburg, ON

once defined the market.

Overall, 2025 marked a more balanced
real estate landscape across our local com-
munities than previous years. The market
moved away from extremes and toward
sustainability, creating opportunities for
buyers to enter thoughtfully and for sellers
to succeed with the right strategy. As we
move forward, local expertise, clear com-
munication and personalized planning re-
main key to navigating the evolving mar-
ket with confidence.

For questions reach out; I am always
happy to chat! isabel.livingston@centu-
ry21.ca or 226-232-4236.

Isabel Livingston is a sales representa-
tive with Gale Group Realty Brokerage
Ltd. and the Jennifer Gale Real Estate
Team.

/

NEW/VEAD
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Tips to stay the course with a New Year’s resolution

The holiday season is steeped
in tradition. Many of those tra-
ditions are rooted in celebrants’
faith, but one of the last customs
people embrace each year is
largely secular.

The tradition of making New
Year’s resolutions is older
than many people may realize.
According to History.com, the
ancient Babylonians are believed
to be the first people to make New
Year’s resolutions when they
began doing so roughly 4,000
years ago during a 12-day festi-
val known as Akitu. That festival
was religious in nature, but many
people now make resolutions
with a goal toward self-improve-
ment unrelated to their faith. As
people ponder their resolutions
for the year ahead, the follow-
ing strategies might help them
stay the course over the next 12
months.

Give serious thought to a pro-
spective resolution

Statistics regarding New Year’s

resolutions vary, but a 2024
survey from the Pew Research
Center found that 13 percent
of adults polled indicated they
kept none of their resolutions.
Numerous variables can affect
whether or not a person keeps a
resolution, but giving a potential
resolution little thought ahead
of time can make achieving a
goal unlikely. Give any poten-
tial change ample thought before
committing to a resolution. If
you aspire to lose weight, iden-
tify the ways you’re going to go
about that. Find a local gym to
join, identify ways to eat a more
nutritious diet and, perhaps most
importantly, study how you can
make time to stay the course. A
little legwork in advance of de-
claring a resolution can pay off in
the long run.

Set periodic goals

Small goals along the way to
the larger goal can serve as mo-
tivation to keep going. If you as-
pire to watch less television and

read more, resolve to read 100
pages per week and then gradu-
ally increase that total if you so
desire. Small goals can provide
a great means to measure incre-
mental progress that will ulti-
mately make achieving a larger
goal more likely.

Be realistic

Realistic goals are more like-
ly to be achieved than ones that
seem good on the surface but are
too difficult to keep. For exam-
ple, if you aspire to exercise for
an hour each day but obligations
to work and family leave little
time for physical activity, then
you may need to reduce those
expectations in favor of a more
realistic, achievable goal. Taking
on too much will only discourage
you when hurdles inevitably ap-
pear, and that is likely to compel
you to abandon the resolution
entirely. If your initial goal is re-
alistic, then any challenges that
arise are less likely to derail your
efforts.

Don’t go it alone

Many people employ the buddy
system as a means to stay moti-
vated with fitness-related reso-
lutions, and that approach can
be applied to any goal you set at
the beginning of the year. Having
someone there to hold you ac-
countable, and doing the same for

a partner, increases the chances
you’ll stay the course.

New Year’s resolutions are an
ancient tradition, even if the ma-
jority tend to be abandoned rath-
er quickly. But anyone can buck
that trend and stay the course by
employing a few simple, yet ef-
fective strategies.

Serving
Ontario
Agricul ture
since 1966!

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

B-W FEED & SUPPLY

BEYOND NUTRITION “w,
WWW .BWFEED.CA e 519-662-1773

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - JANUARY 2026

Family owned
&
Operated

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14

Community Care Concepts invites you to
join us for lunch and fellowship

12 noon

Cost: $15.00. Please register by Jan. 9 by calling
519-664-1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Wellesley Recreation Complex,

1401 Queen’s Bush Rd., Wellesley

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21

Community Care Concepts invites you to
join us for lunch and fellowship

12 noon

Cost: $15.00. Please register by Jan. 16

by calling 519-664-1900 or Toll Free:
1-855-664-1900.

Wilmot Rec Complex,

1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
7p-m.

Council Chambers

89 Loveys Street East, Hickson

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28

Community Care Concepts invites you to
join us for lunch and fellowship

12 noon

Cost: $15.00. Please register by Jan. 23

by calling 519-664-1900 or Toll Free:
1-855-664-1900.

Linwood Community Centre,

5279 Ament Line, Linwood

MORNING & EVENING BIBLE READING

Read the Bible in a Year in Community
Morning meeting 6:00am daily

Evening meeting 6:00pm daily

Contact Arthur Rosh if interested.

Phone number: 226-899-1551

Email address: arthur.rosh@gmail.com
Location to be determined in New Hamburg,
Tavistock, Baden, Wellesley, New Dundee, St.
Agatha, Shakespeare, Petersburg, Hickson,
Punkeydoodle’s Corner and area

TOPS - Taking off Pounds Sensibly
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.

TOPS is a non-judgmental weight loss
support group. Need help on your weight loss
journey. For info call Cathie 519-662-9273.

St James Church, Baden

Wednesday Night Euchre at the New
Hamburg Legion

Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

65 Boulee St., New Hamburg

STAMP CLUB

Oxford Philatelic Society

Meetings: 2nd Tuesday (2-4pm) and 4th
Tuesday (7 to 9pm)

September to May

If you have never belonged to a stamp club,
now’s the time. Meet new friends, grow your
knowledge and collection.

Contact: Don Eaton dhfe@silomail.com
Website: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford
Church of the Epiphany

560 Dundas Street, Woodstock Ontario N4S 1C7

FREE SENIORS ACTIVITIES

Tavistock Seniors Activities @ Tavistock
Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St. Tavistock ON,
except Shuffleboard

Pickleball Monday, Wednesday and Friday
afternoon, 12-4. Contact: Don Junker
519-535-7052

Cards Monday , Wednesday afternoon 1-4,
euchre, crib (bring board), etc. Just drop in to
play, good to bring someone . Contact: Bob
Routly 519-301-2118

Inside walking Monday & Wednesday
morning 8.30-12. Contact: Larry Brown
519-240-6715

Crokinole Monday , Wednesday morning
8.30-12, Just drop in to play, good to bring
someone. Contact: John Schultz 519-655-2346
Shuffleboard @ arena, Wednesday 12:30-4
and Thursday 10-4. Contact: Don Junker
519-535-7052.

VON Smart Seniors Exercise, Tuesday and
Thursday morning 9 - 10; Village Manor 10:25
- 11:25. Contact: 519-539-1231 X 6285

The

Gazette

Wilmot-Tavistock

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: thewtgazette@gmail.com

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’'S HOW:

e The Community Calendar allows non-profit organizations to promote their free admission
community events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location
as well as contact information (ie phone number, email address or website).

¢ If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, The
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette offers the following options for promoting your community events:

o Coming Events Word Ad (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
o Coming Events Boxed Word Ad (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
o Display Ad - Sizes begin at a Small Classified Display ad (3.3" x 2.5") - $35 + hst
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CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE

Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears,
peaches, plums, sweet and sour cherries, apricots,
nectarines, blueberries, haskapp grapes, raspberries,
elderberries etc. Lots of spruce, pine, cedars for wind-
break and privacy hedges. Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers
ready to go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon-
Sat 7:00am to 6:00pm

Martin’s Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON
NOG 2X0 (1 Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line)

WANTED

I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola,
Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether
Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches
and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive
etc. Any old oil cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc
Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out
stuff please contact me - 519-570-6920.

Weekly Quiz Answers

1. Six seven 5. Kananaskis, AB
2. Ernie Clement 6. Pope Leo XIV
3. Anora 7. Zohran Mamdani
4. Oklahoma 8. NVIDIA
City Thunder 9. India
(basketball) 10. Ahmed al-Ahmed
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CLASSES B

KARATE CHRISTMAS SPECIAL!
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS ]
6 weeks plus uniform only $139.99!
Taxes extra. Beginners only.
Join now or give as a gift
Special ends Jan. 2, 2026 .
Group classes for ages 4 to adult o ¥
Classes taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer, s~ -
5th Degree Black Belt and 12X World Karate Champion | ————— &1
Location at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
23 Church Street, New Hamburg

Call 519-580-1418 or =
e-mail becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com 1]
www.schweitzersmartialarts.com a

%
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|GRANT
HAVEN
“|MEDIA
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JOIN OUR TEAM AS A
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING

SALES REPRESENTATIVE!

Are you a motivated self-starter with a passion for sales and marketing?
Do you thrive in a flexible work environment where you can set your own schedule?
If so, we have the perfect opportunity for you!

Location: Work from Anywhere!
Schedule: Your Own Schedule
Type: Commission

About Grant Haven Media: At Grant Haven Media, we are committed to delivering top-quality
news and information to our readers. As a leading hewspaper company, we take pride in our
dedication to journalistic excellence and community engagement. As we continue to

grow, we're looking for enthusiastic individuals to join our dynamic sales team.

If you are interested, contact
Heather Dunbar at:

Neather@granthaven.com ©o00o0

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

ASSISTANCE

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE CABINETRY

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM "':! BﬂDEN ﬂﬂm__)l
& ey

Assistance for people & families in

I SINS

COLL/SION CENTRES,
CSN - E&L Ryan Pacey
374 Hamilton Road, Manager

E&L

yikes TS

e

¢TAP

Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

Unit 4, New Hamburg, T: 519-662-1892

"SELECTIVE

C A B IMNETS b}

F u ” SerVi ce wé;\‘saifez:l(czsncm|isio‘igzvgfmburg@"kenew'ca Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,
tapi oo you @501 3{@50 5k_i§) Or;) M a i n te nance & 24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276) Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers
NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS Repair on All To book your space Mike Fos'ter ’ 519'6_55'2874
MakeS & Models call Heather Dunbar www.selectivecustomcabinets.com
TAPISFORYOU.COM 272 Snyder's Road, Baden at 226.261.1837 or e-mail: selective @sympatico.ca
matt@badenauto.ca heather@granthaven.com 380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

TO BOOK YOUR SPACE, EMAIL THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome
296 Ontario St. Stratford
519-273-4404

COMPUTERS

73 PEEL ST,
NEW HAMBURG
919-662-6720

VIRUS REMOVAL
ON SITE AND IN-STORE SERVIGE

Fncus COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION
ﬂgcore Brian Stere

519-276-1851
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca « hstere@agcore.ca

RESIDENTIAL
AGRICULTURAL

COMMERCIAL

- New Buildings

and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

COUNSELLING

Sacial Worksr | Paychothe raphs
MSW, REW

|CARPENTRY |

]
~ [ )
L)

LS
e

348 | uren Rood, Willsos (0 W08 560

W

WENDY LANTE

Therapy L SERSR0-0088
B wjlantao rgers.com

+ Individuals e
& Couples 0 haepsy swendylante.ca

DENTAL

Tavistock/Dental

DR. KWON KIM

Offering V. Sedation,
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth

Replacement and Root Canal
Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N.,
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO
Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca
tavistockdental.ca

o
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PROMOTE
YOUR
BUSINESS
HERE

\/\’ilmot Smiles

- Where omdes ove conbagious!
NEW HAMBURG, ONTARIO
SERVICES (all ages welcome): dental
cleaning & polishing (stain removal),
teeth whitening, custom sport
mouthguards, oral cancer screening,

denture cleanings & more!
ONLINE BOOKING @ www.wilmotsmiles.ca
226-880-1648 lisa@wilmotsmiles.ca

CONTRACTORS
ENTWISTL

LANDSCAR

I CONCRETE & DSC
DRIVEWAYS | PATIOS | WALKWAY S

STEPS | RETAINING WALLS
« EXPOSED AGGREGATE

CUSTOM CONCRETE LT

Foundations  Floors ¢ Driveways ¢ Sidewalks
Jon Willsey 519-778-2616 Tavistock, ON

jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com
www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

e

DB

ADDITIONS * RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS
DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON 519-655-2825

Jw> JON WITZEL

CONTRACTING LTD.

> Residential e Commercial
Agricultural * jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

PO. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

ELECTRICAL

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar,
Automation Control and EV Charging

G Crescent Ridge

163 Hope St. W. Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
P.O. Box 495 Local: 519-655-6802
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO Email:info@crescentridge.ca

MO GK

ELECTRIC

BRADIN MoGK
(519) 535-4767 / mogkelectric@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  AGRICULTURAL

CHIROPRACTIC DENTAL EXCAVATING INVESTMENTS

JEL=JOE
HAULAGE

EXCAVATING SERVICES l'i o Like us an
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator Facebook
Randy Fletcher 519-272-3641

HEALTH SERVICES

Manual Osteopath
Registered Massage Therapy
Psychotherapist
(Qualifying)
R.P.N. Consulting
519-545-2442
148 Peel St, Unit 10

New Hamburg, ON
www.RebalanceHealthandWellnessinc.com

info@RebalanceHealthandWellnessinc.com

To book your space
call Heather Dunbar
at 226.261.1837 or
heather@granthaven.com

vest for
Income

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
WEALTH MANAGEMENT TEAM

Jack Tchabushnig
Associate Investment Advisor

[3E] Tehabushnig Wealth Group RAYMOND JAMES®

519.883.6066 - Twealth@raymondjames.ca
Twealthgroup.com

Monteith Ritsma Phillips

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
519-655-2900

www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

To advertise, contact
Heather Dunbar at 226.261.1837 or
heather@granthaven.com

LANDSCAPING

WE DESIGN & BUILD LANDSCAPES
Koo Uwais

PAVESTONE
PLU LIMITED %%

WWW.PAVESTONE.CA

REAL ESTATE

FROFESSTONAL
TN
EMPERIESTUED

RE/MAX

Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2

SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative

mseby @rogers.com « www.remaxabrealty.ca

a-b REALTY LTD
BROKERAGE

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

PEAK

REALTY LTD
BROKERAMGE
Wbl T lw by W EI0T

Direct 519-275-3900
Office: 519-747-0231

SHibn b e Gl P06

peakrealtyltdcom willseyrealestate.com  willseyalison@gmail.com

Cell: 519-272-7676

m Independently
e Owned & Operated

Res: 519-655-2548
Office: 519-273-2821 =

MASSAGE

_Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

jﬁ. | KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
1 24 Hope St. W., Tavistock
* Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder

* Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
* Massage Therapy ¢ Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

PLUMBING

McKay Plumbing

Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay
Owner/Operator

63 Hope St. W.

Box 899, Tavistock
NOB 2R0

markmckay@rogers.com

REAL ESTATE

THINKING OF
MAKING A
MOVE?

KATE GINGERICH
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

519-301-1097

e kate@paulandkatekw.com
e 226-789-3846

PAUL & KATE

640 Riverbend Dr.
Kitchener ON, N2K 352

STORAGE
STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 ¢ Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX

Portable Storage Containers
Sizes 8'x12’ to 8'x24’
Store at your place or ours.
Phone 519-625-8510

TRAVEL

Jow INNRTION

Main office: 150 Queen St E,
St. Marys ¢ 519-284-2332
210 Mill St, New Hamburg ¢ 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

WINDOW CLEANING
SOGUEEKS

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

JARED GOWAN | HEATHER GOWAN
919-854-5254

aredsqueeks @live.ca / www.squeeksclean.com

BROKER

Brian Wilhelm
cu 519-272-34650E

brian@brianwilhelm:com

a-b REALTY LTD.
BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

Kyle Wilhelm

SALES REP



m Thursday, January 1, 2026 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

L

S

(B0




