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OCTOBER
TOURNAMENTS

4th: Fall Classic

11th: Thanksgiving

18th: Oktoberfest

25th: Scaretastic

All tournaments include
18 holes, cart, and dinner
$60/person

FRIDAY 9 & DINE

9 holes, cart & dinner $46
(Fish & Chips)

Live music with

Jess & Andrew Damen

CALL'US FOR INQUIRIES AT

WWW.RIVERVALLEYGOLFANDTUBE.COM
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UNITED FOR GOOD WITH A $2.5-MILLION GOAL

C——

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

The United Way Perth-Huron unveiled a 2025-2026 campaign goal of $2,529,770 at the St. Marys
Farmers’ Market on Saturday. Pictured from left are campaign co-chair Kristin Sainsbury, co-chair
John Wolfe, Pam Zabel, Gwen Bradley, deputy mayor Brogan Alyward, Paul Williams and Al Slater.

St. Marys looks to partner with
Ontario Aggregate Resources
Corporation on cleanup of west quarry

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Town of St. Marys is working toward a
potential partnership with the Ontario Aggre-
gate Resources Corporation (TOARC) on the
cleanup of industrial waste at the town’s west
quarry, part of an overall effort to rehabilitate
the site for recreational use.

At the town’s special priorities committee
meeting, director of public works Jed Kel-
ly and infrastructure services manager Jeff
Wolfe presented an update to council on the

COLDWELL BANKER

progress made at the west quarry, also known
as the fishing quarry. The plan to clean up
the quarry was approved by council back in
February and includes the removal of large
concrete pillars and other waste and debris
left behind by limestone mining at a cost esti-
mated at nearly $70,000.

“One of the big concerns we had was the es-
timated cost of the rehabilitation of the waste
material at the site,” Wolfe said. “We were
able to find an industry partner, they’re called
TOARC. ... They’re a trustee of the Ontario

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

WENDY LAMOND
Independent Reporter

On Saturday, Sept. 20, volunteers with the United
Way Perth-Huron were at the St. Marys Farmers’
Market at Milt Dunnell Field to kick off their annual
fundraising campaign and unveil a 2025-2026 cam-
paign goal of just over $2.5 million.

Campaign co-chairs Kristin Sainsbury and John
Wolfe and United Way volunteers were onsite giv-
ing away cookies and sharing information before the
big reveal. This chapter of the United Way has been
helping people in our area since it was established
in 1959 and, for years, has lived by its mission state-
ment to improve lives and build community by en-
gaging individuals and mobilizing collective action.

“The United Way assists over 40 organizations
in Huron and Perth counties,” Wolfe said. “While
our goal is ambitious, it is one that helps us fulfil
the mandate to help those who need a hand up. We
thank all those that have supported and continue to
support. Every dollar helps.”

Some of the issues the United Way aims to ad-
dress with the funds it raises each year are discrim-
ination, intimate partner violence, access to service,
low income, lack of housing and social isolation.

The stats in our area are nothing short of astound-
ing. Last year alone, 190 families and individuals in
St. Marys and the surrounding area received coun-
selling, and one in three Ontario children lived in
a household that struggled to put food on the table.
Rising prices and tariffs have put an increased need
and stress on the community and support is needed
now more than ever.

There is currently an online 50/50 fundraiser with
tickets available until Oct. 31. Tickets can be pur-
chased at https:/perthhuron.unitedway.ca/50-50-
draw/.

The funds raised through the annual campaign
stay local and help reduce poverty, help with hous-
ing solutions and support mental health through
over 30 programs and services.

For more information on the United Way
Perth-Huron, the research it conducts, volunteer op-
portunities and upcoming fundraising events, visit
perthhuron.unitedway.ca.

Ron Morrison

Broker for Coldwell Banker Homefield Legacy Realty, Brokerage
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON
Cell: 519-272-7666 | Office: 519-284-2381

COLDWELL BANKER HOMEFIELD
LEGACY REALTY, BROKERAGE

*Each office is an independently owned & operated member broker of
Coldwell Banker Affiliates of Canada

B MLS




Thursday, September 25, 2025

St. Marys Independent

COMMUNITY

St. Marys looks to partner with Ontario Aggregate

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Resources Corporation on cleanup of west

Resource Trust that is used to help aban-
doned sites restore their site. Typically,
they’re working on agricultural sites,
they’re restoring embankments, rehabili-
tating grasslands and things like that.

“So, this project is a little bit different
than what they’re typically used to do-
ing, but they said it could potentially be a
good candidate.”

This year, town staff have been collect-
ing data at the west quarry that will allow
the TOARC board of directors to make a
decision at its meeting in December as
to whether the organization will partner
with the town and spend a portion of its
annual budget to help clean up the site.
Previous and ongoing data collection this
year includes water sampling to deter-
mine water quality, a land survey to de-
termine the extent of the waste and debris
on land and depth scanning to identify
underwater hazards and conditions.

“It’s not necessarily a funding opportu-
nity; it is more of a partnership,” Wolfe
said. “If we are successful and they were
to come in and do the removals of the ex-
isting waste, we would essentially hand
the site over to them for a period of time,
they would have their contractors doing
the work, removing the waste. We would
give them an opportunity to probably dis-
pose of the concrete material and the steel
at our (landfill), where we would then re-
cycle it into aggregate. That would prob-
ably allow us to accomplish more work
with them than if they had to pay for dis-
posal at a site further away.”

Due to high traffic in the area of the
west quarry during the summer, Wolfe
said the work would likely be done in the
spring or fall. The work would involve
removing the fencing along the trail side
of the quarry and replacing any removed
waste material with fill, which would
then be seeded with grasses and other
native plants, something Wolfe said has
been requested by the Upper Thames Riv-
er Conservation Authority (UTRCA) be-
cause the site is in a flood plain.

In early conversations with the UTR-
CA, Wolfe said conservation authority
staff are tentatively on board with the
project and are excited about the removal
of the chain-link fence because it collects
branches and other debris during flood-
ing of the adjacent Thames River.

“Eventually, there will be a fence there,
will there not?” Coun. Marg Luna asked.
“There would have to be for safety rea-
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(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF ST. MARYS)

Pictured are the six, 20-foot-tall concrete structures along the fence line at the west quarry in St. Marys.

sons.”

“Our expectation is that the chain-link
fence will be removed,” Wolfe respond-
ed. “The site is 300 metres long; there
are different opportunities along that 300
metres where there’s the potential for a
gradual slope down to the water in some
spots, and then in other areas, there’s a
sheer face where there’s less opportuni-
ty for those at-water improvements. So,
we expect there could potentially be a
mixture of improvements that you make
along the side of the water. Some could
include handrails very similar to the out-
look one of the community groups built
that the fishermen fish off of. We could
have more aspects like that along sections
of the water, and we may look at poten-
tially naturalizing some areas with shrub-
bery people don’t like to walk through
like buckthorn or something.”

While Wolfe said TOARC is consider-
ing removing the waste and debris along
the shores of the quarry and restoring
those areas, he told council there was
some hesitancy about removing the con-
crete pillars because of the public contro-
versy around council’s decision to have
them removed.

“That was just an off-the-cuff comment
where they said, ‘Oh, we saw that in the
paper,” or whatever,” Wolfe said. “They
weren’t sure exactly which direction they
wanted to go with that, so we’ll explore
that further. It could potentially be where
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we do it immediately following; we have
them do their work, we clean up all around
them and then we contract ourselves,
maybe, to do some of that if they’re not
willing to do it. Or it could potentially be
where we phase that in when we’re doing
work sort of in that area. ... When we go
to tackle those improvements, we would
potentially do that work at that time.
“There’s a couple different options that
we don’t have good detail on yet, but 1
can probably bring that back to you early
in the new year after we hear back from
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(TOARC).”

While town staff await a response from
TOARC, the town will continue collect-
ing data on the property and begin work
on a landscape design. Assuming resto-
ration work can be completed next year,
Kelly said the actual landscape work and
construction of amenities at the quarry
could begin in 2027, though he suggest-
ed the potential for building amenities as
they’re requested and the funding is in
place to make the project more manage-
able from a financial standpoint.
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St. Marys Guves 2025

Won't You Be My Neighbour?

St. Marys Ford is working to feed our St. Marys Community and you can
WIN a FREE set of Winter Tire (max. value $500.00)!

Here is how you can win... from September 15 to 25 donate 10 non-
perishable food items or grocery cards at St. Marys Ford (555 Queen
Street West) and FILL A FORD!

All donations go to the Salvation Army Foodbank in St. Marys.
Draw will be held Friday, September 26th!
Caught You Giving St. Marys Ford Sales Limited!

GI®?PING
TUESDAY

DEC

2

Proudly sponsored by: 7—[/';,,( 1%151/%

in St. Marys

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON « (519) 284-4555

Raise your hand if you
think the world has
gone nuts!

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to
others? Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title
"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Reality”?

Reailty check

Canadian newspapers are powered by journalists, not Al. They check the facts

so you can trust what you're reading. That's why 4 in 5 people in Canada CANADA’S NEWS MEDIA
come back each week for more. Thanks for keeping it real with us. U CHAMPIONS
® OF THE TRUTH

nationalnewspaperweek.ca

Bravo

We have 2 Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to Christopher Doyle, son of
the late Frank and Margaret Doyle, from
St. Marys. Now a resident of Whitby,
Ont., he was featured in the business
section of Saturday’s Toronto Star as the
managing director of Nextdoor Canada,
a social platform that builds community.
Christopher Doyle was inspired to make
a career in journalism by his father, the
founder of the St. Marys Independent.

2) Bravo goes to St. Marys Hospital
and Happy Valley Health Team for
your excellent, prompt, caring and very
personal support that was given to me
while undergoing a very trying time. |
appreciate everything you have done
and the ongoing support that was given
to me.

Boo

We have no Boos this week.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

Quote of the Week

“Canada recognizes the State of Palestine and offers our
partnership in building the promise of a peaceful future for
both the State of Palestine and the State of Isreal”

- Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney

GRANT Restoring small-town
HAVEN Jjournalism, one community
MEDIA at a time!
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Thoughts of the Week
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395 Queen Street West

We don't need to
share the same
opinions, but
we need to be
respectful.

True love begins
when nothing is
looked for in return.

Trust is like paper.
Once it is crumbled
it can’t be perfect
again.

Fall is proof that
change is beautiful.
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‘ptometry
Grand Opening
Celebration!

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 27, 2025

766 Queen Street East, St. Marys
11am to 1pm with ribbon cutting at 11am

Enjoy refreshments, giveaways, office tours, raffle prizes, and exclusive
one-day savings - $150 off Zeiss lenses or $200 off when paired with a
Morel frame. Each purchase also gives you the chance to win it all back.

Come celebrate our bright new space with us! All are welcome!

é_ t l i'T'

{ & .
For more details: 519-294-4144
Facebook @SMOptom | Instagram @st_marys_optometry

2> Contract Framing Group inc.

The Contract Framing group is looking to fill positions of full-time
employees to start immediately. We are a fun, fast paced company,

specializing in wood framing of small to large commercial, industrial, and
residential structures. We are looking to fill positions of all experience
levels, from Labourers to Foreman.
Benefits and apprenticeships are also available.
If you are hard-working and seeking a fun place to work that offers
room for advancement, email resume/information to:
jason@contractframing.ca

Join Us For An TEvening
of Art and Flavours!
—

Saturday, Sept. 27 - 5 to 9 p.m.
\/

Enjoy a buffet-style experience featuring dishes from our
new menu and artwork by Lionel Venne.

$45 in advance; $49 at the door
Book now—seating is limited! Call 519.284.0708

Naina’s Indian Kitchen Bar & Grill, 202 Queen St. E., St Marys | 519.284.0708
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The latest municipal news
from the Town of St. Marys

ROAD SAFETY MONTH
Safe Roads Don’t Happen by Accident: St. Marys

Residents Reminded to Put Safety First

The Town of St. Marys is reminding seniors to stay
safe on local roads by renewing driver’s licences,
getting regular eye exams, and using crosswalks

while walking. Simple safety precautions, such as
wearing reflective clothing and taking extra time,
help protect everyone in the community.

townofstmarys.com/roadsafety

RECREATION FAIR
October17|5-7PM|PRC

This event will feature booths and interactive
demos from local sports groups, wellness
centres, and senior programs to promote
community engagement and healthy living. It's a
free, drop-in event open to all, with vendor
applications due by October 3 at 12 PM.

townofstmarys.com/recreationfair

COMMUNITY GRANT APPLICATION

We can help your community project grow!
The Community Grant Program applications
are now live. This program provides funding
for programs, projects, activities and events
that enrich the community and advance
Council’s strategic goals.

Apply by November 30: townofstmarys.com/grants

TEST YOUR SMOKE ALARM
September 28

Ensure your safety by testing your smoke
alarms on ‘Test Your Smoke Alarm Day’. A
working smoke alarm can save lives by
providing early warning in case of a fire. Take a
few minutes to test your alarms and protect
yourself and your loved ones.

www.savedbythebeep.ca

SHOWER PROGRAM

Pyramid Recreation Centre

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private, secure
and accessible for individuals of all
abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

00O

Contactus

519-284-2340
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca
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Seniors of the Week

L~ | ol

Our seniors of the week are Harold and Connie

Douglas. They will be celebrating 55 years of
marriage on Sept. 25. They were married at the

Atwood United Church in 1970. They have three
children and five grandchildren. Both were born in
Listowel but moved to the St. Marys area in 1982

when Harold started working at the Wellburn

Cheese Factory. Harold works a few days a week at
Finnie Distributing and Connie spends many hours
volunteering. Cheers to 55 years!

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, contact us at 519-284-0041 or
info@stmarysindependent.com.

We ekend SPONSORED BY

1. What is the capital
of China?

2. Which TV show
follows the lives of the
Bluth family?

3. What device uses 16 Water Street South
sunlight to tell time? 519-284-3288

4. What kind of food is an olive?
5. What is the outer layer of a tooth called?
6. What is Beyoncé’s last name?

7. Where does “the Muffin Man” live,
according to the nursery rhyme?

8. When the stock market is performing well,
it's calleda ____ market?

9. Charlie Kirk was assassinated in what state?
10. Who does Meghan Markle play in “Suits?”

By Jake Grant

This week’s answers are found on pg. 35

St. Marys support’s Ontario’s Test
Your Smoke Alarm Day

(PHOTO COURTESY OF TOWN OF ST. MARYS)

From left to right, St. Marys fire prevention officer Chris St. Clair, firefighter Mark Manzano, firefighter Mike McKone and Fire
Chief Phil West encourage everyone to test their smoke alarms on Sept 28.

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
Staff Contribution

The Town of St. Marys is a proud supporter of Ontar-
io’s Test Your Smoke Alarm Day on Sept. 28.

This annual initiative serves as an important remind-
er of the critical role working smoke alarms play in
saving lives, along with the need for fire safety aware-
ness and home fire escape planning.

Every home in Ontario is required by law to have
working smoke alarms on every storey and outside all
sleeping areas. For added protection, alarms should
also be installed inside bedrooms. Homeowners are
responsible for installation and maintenance, while

sT. MARYs

\zy @ Q\/
»> Pt
dt. Merys Fire Department

Ii

Thursday, October 9th

Pyramid Recreation Centre

Doors at 5:30 p.m.
Dinner at 6:00 p.m.

See any Firefighter for tickets

tenants must promptly notify landlords of any issues.

“Smoke alarms save lives. In a fire, you may have
less than 60 seconds to escape safely, and working
smoke alarms give you those vital seconds,” said St.
Marys Fire Chief Phil West in a press release. “This
day is about turning awareness into action. Test your
alarms, talk with your family about escape planning
and make fire safety part of your routine.”

Residents are encouraged to test alarms by pressing
the test button monthly, replacing batteries annually
and replacing entire alarms every 10 years or as direct-
ed by the manufacturer.

To learn more about smoke alarm safety and how to
protect your family, visit www.savedbythebeep.ca.

www.samshomehardware.com

ALL BBQ ACCESSORIES

25% OFF

63 Wellington St. N, St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6

Phone: 519.284.4142 | Fax: 519.284.3592
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busy summer in St. Marys

Frauds still impacting local residents

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

After a two-month summer break, the
St. Marys community police advisory
committee held its September meeting
last week, during which the Stratford
Police Service presented its monthly
crime statistics for St. Marys from June,
July and August.

Police Chief Greg Skinner guid-
ed committee members through each
month’s statistics, touching briefly on
points of interest raised. Reports of
fraud, of which there were five in June,
six in July and three in August, were a
particular point of interest for members.

“In reviewing the frauds, we’ve had
some significant losses by people in St.
Marys,” Skinner said. “So, I think there
needs to be some more public education
around protecting oneself and one’s in-
formation on the internet. We had one
individual who has lost millions and
that is really tough to see when you have
somebody who is in the twilight of their
life and their life savings is being stolen
from them.

“That investigation is still underway.
Any amount is terrible, but when I see
that kind of amount, that is extremely
worrisome.”

Skinner said the man who lost millions
to fraudsters fell victim to an online
scam involving crypto currency. Strat-
ford police are planning another public
education session about how seniors can
protect themselves from fraud, both on-
line and over the phone, at the Pyramid
Recreation Centre next month.

In June, police responded to a total of

213 calls for service in St. Marys, which
rose to 220 in July and fell drastically to
161 in August. Police laid a total of 53
charges in St. Marys in June, 60 in July
and just 48 in August.

In June, police responded to eight calls
related to mental health in St. Marys,
including one attempted suicide, and
responded to eight calls involving do-
mestic violence, three of which resulted
in charges. The following month, police
responded to four calls related to mental
health and seven calls involving domes-
tic violence, with one domestic-related
charge being laid. In August, the num-
ber of mental-health calls rose to six and
the number of domestic calls rose to 10,
with three domestic charges being laid.

St. Marys saw no reports of violent
crime in either July or August, howev-
er one assault was reported to police in
June. Police did not receive any calls
related to drug or alcohol consumption
in August, they responded to one call
involving impairment by alcohol in July
and two drug-related offences in June.

Across June, July and August, police
responded to a total of 10 mischief calls,
two thefts from motor vehicles and nine
thefts under $5,000.

In St. Marys, police responded to sev-
en motor-vehicle collisions in June — six
involving property damage only and one
resulting in personal injury. In July, the
number of collisions rose to nine — eight
involving property damage and one hit-
and-run — and in August, police again
responded to seven collisions — five in-
volving property damage and two hit-
and-runs.

480 Queen 5t W, St.Murgs
519-284-2360
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Hyacinth

Plant now and
enjoy in the spring

St. Marys Independent B
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MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-8PM
SATURDAY 9AM -6PM
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1362 VICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER
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Legion Veterans’ Banners to go up Sept. 28

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter

As summer ends and fall begins, one
thing we all start to think about is Re-
membrance Day and everyone who
fought for our freedom and are still
fighting for us today.

In St. Marys every year, we remem-
ber and honour our veterans and those
actively serving with the St. Marys Le-
gion’s banner program. This program
was launched by Perth Regiment Vet-
eran’s Branch 236 St. Marys in 2020.
When it started, there were approxi-
mately 50 banners hung. Fast forward
to 2025 when there will be 220 banners
proudly hanging in our beautiful town.

Each banner has a photo of a veteran
and indicates which unit they served in.

The St. Marys Firefighters are assist-
ing the Legion in hanging the banners
this year. For banner locations that re-
quire a bucket truck, Forman Electric
will be helping.

To purchase a banner, there is a one-
time fee of $200. Each year, that ban-
ner is put up again at no extra charge.
Legion members shared that, to date,
all original banners have withstood the

(INDEPENDENT FILE PHOTO)

The annual Legion Veteran Banner program will start at the end of the month. Over 200 ban-
ners sponsored by friends and relatives of veterans will be displayed throughout St. Marys
to honour those who have fought and are still fighting for our freedom.

weather and will all be put up again five
years later. They are locally produced at
Gerber’s Graphics.

However, as the program continues

If you used a phone

like this

it may be time

to get screened

Over a certain age? The sooner
you catch cancer, the easier it
is to treat. Talk to your doctor
or nurse practitioner and book
a screening today.

Learn more at ontario.ca/CancerCheck
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

to gain popularity, so does the cost of
running it. The cost, which includes new
banners, brackets, associated hardware
and poles, cost the Legion approximate-

ly $13,000 in 2024.

Though the deadline for new banners
has passed for this year, the Legion will
be accepting new applications next sum-
mer for anyone looking to purchase one.

Donations towards this ongoing trib-
ute can be made by visiting the St.
Marys Legion at 66 Church St. N during
normal business hours, Tuesday through
Thursday from 3-5 p.m., Friday from
12-5 p.m., and Saturday from 12-7 p.m.

The primary role of the Royal Canadi-
an Legion is to assist veterans and their
families and to promote remembrance.
The banner program is a great way to
inspire remembrance by seeing the faces
and the names of those who unselfishly
put their country first.

Once the banners are all in place, there
will be a posted list of where to find
each veteran. It will be posted on the St.
Marys Legion Facebook page; St. Marys
Life and a hard copy will be available at
the local Legion.

The banner program is organized by
Legion branches in many towns and cit-
ies across the country. Being able to see
the faces of the veterans ensures they are
respected, remembered and honoured by
future generations.

Ontario V¥
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Local Community Food Centre offers budgeting
workshop to help residents save amid rising costs

ALEX HUNT
Independent Reporter

After positive feedback from the first
“Honest Budget” session, the Local
Community Food Centre is hosting an-
other workshop to help residents better
understand and manage their finances.

The Honest Budget workshop returns
Sept. 29 at the Local Community Food
Centre (612 Erie St., Stratford). The
event is free for all attendees and will
run for an hour starting at 3:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by dinner at 4 p.m.

“This is meant to be in a non-judg-
mental way while we assess what we
spend our money on,” said Jen Vrede-
veld, financial literacy and tax clinic
coordinator at The Local Community
Food Centre. “Let’s be real, I don’t care
where your income comes from, I just
want to help people budget.

“I want to help people see where the
money is going when they work hard
for that paycheck that they receive. I
want this program to teach something
that attendees may have not learned be-
fore and to feel more confident in mak-
ing decisions with their money.”

Vredeveld says people often slip into
a restrictive mindset, cutting out all
spending to save. She hopes the work-
shop will show participants how to

(ALEX HUNT PHOTO)

The Local Community Food Centre is holding a free tax and budgeting workshop in Stratford.
The second Honest Budget workshop will take place on Sept. 29. Pictured is Jen Vredeveld,
financial literacy and tax clinic coordinator at The Local Community Food Centre in Stratford.

strike a balance between setting money
aside and still enjoying life, while ex-
ploring ways to feel financially secure
and reach their goals.

“I want to give people a sense of re-

liability. There was a time when I was
only making $500 a month and rent was
$500,” said Vredeveld. “I know what
you have to do to get your rent paid and
I haven’t forgotten that. It’s really im-

portant to remember that people are not
choosing to live in poverty and have no
money.”

Vredeveld said many systemic pro-
grams end up supporting poverty rather
than solving it. She hopes the workshop
will help shift the conversation toward
long-term solutions, adding the Local is
an ideal place to host it.

“Last time we did this in July, we had
10 people. I want to do this event on a
quarterly basis. People are requesting
help,” Vredeveld said. “If people don’t
know where to start, we take a deep
dive on what people are spending, how
much they’re making and what’s get-
ting them jammed up from a financial
standpoint.

“Once people see what’s going on,
something clicks. They become honest
about it and then reflect on what they
should be spending on. It’s to give peo-
ple more decision-making confidence.”

Vredeveld said the program has
launched a new service to help resi-
dents file back taxes from 2017 to the
present, something not currently of-
fered in town. While tax clinics in the
community typically only go back two
years, this service will run year-round
to help people catch up outside of tax
season. All services are free.
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St. Marys’ Donna Fawcett’s ‘The Healing Hand of
God’ reprinted in Chicken Soup for the Soul: Hope,
Faith, and Miracles

EMILY STEWART
Independent Reporter

Local author Donna Fawcett’s story
of hope and miracles inspired so many
Chicken Soup for the Soul readers, it’s
being published again in a new anthol-
ogy.

Fawcett, a retired creative writing in-
structor from Fanshawe College, free-
lance writer and award-winning novel-
ist, will have her story, “The Healing
Hand of God,” featured in Chicken
Soup for the Soul: Hope, Faith, and
Miracles.

“The Healing Hand of God” is about
Fawcett’s youngest daughter’s recovery
from second- and third-degree burns
resulting from a fall into a campfire.
The family asked their friends to pray
and a group on a ladies retreat prayed
for a miracle.

“The same time they were praying,
the doctor was unbandaging her feet
to change the bandage and they were
healed, and he couldn’t explain it,”
Fawcett said.

Now an adult, her daughter shares her
story to inspire others.

“It’s been one of those stories that just

gives people hope,” Fawcett said.

The author has been published with
Chicken Soup for the Soul nine times in
total and recently learned a few more of
her stories have been approved for their
10th time being published. Fawcett en-
joys sending stories into the publishing
company.

“They try to reach the reader where
they’re at. They’re not trying to make
lofty stories,” she said. “It’s just every-
day life that they’re publishing, so it’s
not really hard to come up with a sto-
ry because I live everyday life and I’ve
connected with some of the readers and

they are everyday people like me,” the
author said.

Fawcett also encourages anyone who
has a story to tell to submit it to Chick-
en Soup for the Soul.

“If a person has the inclination to
write and they have a story that they
know will give other people hope, then
I think they should write it and I think
they should contact Chicken Soup for
the Soul and submit it,” she said.

Chicken Soup for the Soul: Hope,
Faith, and Miracles can be found wher-
ever books are sold.

Knack Beanie Shack

Anything goes in the Knick

EMILY STEWART
Independent Reporter

The Knick Knack Beanie Shack on
Wellington Street is like a little free li-
brary, but for any object.

St. Marys resident Tina Brenner-Ri-
tu started up the Knick Knack Beanie
Shack in the summer after the idea rat-
tled in her mind for a couple of years.
She was first inspired after coming
across a TikTok video of someone show-
casing a little free library for keychains.

“We always have libraries for books,
but I want to do something fun for the
kids or anybody, really,” Brenner-Ritu
said.

So far, running the Knick Knack
Beanie Shack has been mostly positive.
Brenner-Ritu looks forward to seeing
what residents drop off and likened it to
experiencing Christmas every day.

“I’ve had some people drop some stuff
off for me, like a few people have donat-
ed things for the shack and when I have
my windows open, I can sometimes hear

McCully’s
Hill Farm

Preserve of the Month
10% off McCully’s Pickles

kids stopping by and I can hear them be-
ing all excited swapping out their stuff,”
said Brenner-Ritu.

Before running the Knick Knack
Beanie Shack, Brenner-Ritu and her
daughters ran the handmade trinket
business, Bitsy and Bean, for about eight
years. The family will put out stuff they
no longer use, such as school supplies,
craft materials and toys.

Brenner-Ritu likes to create keychains
out of small plastic toys, like plastic an-
imals, that are left in the Knick Knack

Beanie Shack. People of all ages can do-
nate any item of their choosing towards
the shack.

“If you have, like, I don’t know, an old
mug or something that you don’t want
anymore, you can put that in there,” she
said.

The Knick Knack Beanie Shack is
slightly seasonal, as Brenner-Ritu plans
to take down the shack in the winter.
More information can be found online
by visiting Knick Knack Beanie Shack’s
Facebook page.

Legion

McCully’s Makes Meal Prep
Fast & Simple

Check out our selection of ready made meals. We offer a wide variety of meat
pies, soups, baked beans, chili, shepherd's pie, pulled pork, smoked beef brisket,
schnitzel, marinated pork chops and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly

baked fruit pie or maple butter tarts.

Fall Harvest Festival & Thanksgiving

McCully's Annual Fall Harvest Festival will be held every weekend in October
(excluding Thanksgiving Monday). Bring the family and enjoy our farm tours,
wagon rides, corn maze and many fun activities. Orders for Fresh Thanksgiving
Turkey will be accepted until Monday, September 29th

McCully’s Pork Products

McCully's has a wide variety of Aarden Farms pork products, including smoked
chops, bacon, hams, maple garlic breakfast sausage, various flavours of farmers
sausage and more.

Local Fresh Produce Available

plums, watermelon, nectarines, new potatoes, green beans, carrots, mixed greens,
field tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers. Check out our beautiful fall mums and
fall decorations including pumpkins, corn stalks, straw bales and much more.

Store Hours in September
Open Daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON. N4X 1C5 | www.mccullys.ca + 519-284-2564
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McCully's has lots of fresh, local produce at the store, including sweet corn, peaches,
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Branch 236, St. Marys

Proudly supporting veterans, families, and our community

WEEKLY AND MONTHLY EVENTS

& SATURDAY MEAT DRAWS
Enjoy an evening of drinks and friends and try your
lucky at quality meat prizes!

4 FRIDAY HOT DOG LUNCH
Drop in for a delicious hot dog at the Legion bar -
affordable and tasty!

4 TUESDAY BUDDY CHECK
Free coffee, friendly conversation, and looking out for
one another!

& BINGO FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

Fun, prizes, and a great social afternoon!

FOR MORE INFORMATION

visit www.rcl236stmarys.ca
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(=] 7" =]
E -
BAR HOURS:
Monday CLOSED
Tuesday 3-5 pm
Wednesday 3-5 pm
Thursday 3-5 pm
Friday 12-5 pm

Saturday 12-7 pm
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4® 1600 sq. ft. banquet hall
@ Capacity of 200 people
@ Tables and chairs provided
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SPACE RATES

66 Church Street, N., St. Marys, ON | 519.284.2267
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Forest City Film Festival celebrates 10 years of community,
creativity and cinema in southwestern Ontario

BRITTANY WHELAN
Forest City Film Festival

Picture this; [ was eight years old when a major movie
production rolled into my small town in southwestern
Ontario. The downtown transformed into a film set and
I can remember my mother dragging me by hand to a
gleaming white limousine.

Security moved to stop us, but Julianne Moore said it
was okay and signed my scrap of paper. I didn’t know
it then, but that brief exchange was the spark that led
me to study film and pursue a career in the industry
because film doesn’t just entertain, it inspires, connects
people and fuels local economies.

Now, I work for the Forest City Film Festival, where
we help champion the next generation of regional sto-
rytellers.

For the past decade, the Forest City Film Festival
(FCFF) has celebrated the stories and talent of south-
western Ontario, uniting movie lovers, empowering
creators and contributing to a $30-million regional film
industry.

And the inspiration doesn’t stop with film. This year,
we’re honouring London native David Shore, creator of
House M.D. and The Good Doctor whose work has in-
fluenced not only storytellers, but a generation of doc-
tors and health-care professionals.

That spark I felt as a kid was the same kind of mag-
ic our founder and executive director, Dorothy Downs,
wanted to share when she launched the FCFF in 2015.
A year later, her vision came to life at the Wolf Per-
formance Hall with a three-day event showcasing 25
regionally connected films, capped by a sold-out gala
featuring local screenwriter Emma Donoghue. By 2017,

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

The Forest City Music Festival is celebrating its 10th anni-
versary this year.

FCFF had nearly doubled its programming, introducing
an animation category, an international screening and
extending the festival to five days.

The year 2018 brought a dose of nostalgia with a
screening of The Breakfast Club and a live Q&A with
London-born actor John Kapelos, plus the launch of
the Short Film Pitch Competition, which gave emerg-
ing creators the chance to bring their ideas to life. In
2019, the inaugural Forest City Youth Film Festival took
centerstage, spotlighting the voices of high school film-
makers from across the region.

When the world went online in 2020, FCFF adapted
with a fully digital festival, introducing a music vid-
eo category, virtual Q&As and on-demand access that
connected audiences across Canada. The year 2021
marked the rebrand of our industry programming into
the Ontario Screen Creators Conference, complete with
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a national-scale Project Pitch competition offering a
$60,000 prize package. In 2022, we expanded our lens
with curated Indigenous programming and “Best of the
World Fest” (BOWF), bringing highlights from Cannes,
TIFF, Sundance and Berlinale to our local audiences.
By 2024, London’s designation as a UNESCO City
of Music inspired an electrifying opening night of live
performances, music videos and a world premiere. We
also introduced our Lifetime Achievement in Entertain-
ment Award, honouring London-born Victor Garber in
a star-studded celebration with surprise appearances
from Jennifer Garner, Eugene Levy and Martin Short.
This year, as we mark our 10th anniversary, we invite
you to be part of 10 unforgettable days with more than
100 films, more than 60 events and experiences that
celebrate the power of storytelling. From our high-en-
ergy music video opening night to a haunting Hallow-
een screening and the very best in regional cinema in
between, the Forest City Film Festival is where culture,
creativity and community meet on the big screen.
Audiences will enjoy stories from across Southwest-
ern Ontario, featuring films from Stratford, Cambridge,
Hamilton and beyond, showcasing the region’s richness
and diversity. Hollywood comes to London with our
Lifetime Achievement Award Reception, where Em-
my-winning creator David Shore will be honoured in a
glamorous evening of signature drinks, generous hors
d’oeuvres and an exciting silent auction. Attendees can
also explore the best international films or cheer on the
next generation of filmmakers. With so much to see and
do, there’s truly something for everyone at this year’s
festival.
Visit fcff.ca to explore the full program and join the
celebration.

10 YEARS

THOUSANDS OF STORIES
ONE FILM FESTIVAL

October 24th - November 2nd, 2025

BUY NOW
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Trying the new McVeggie Swedish Kubb Champlons
Burger from McDonalds -

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)
Emily from McDonalds St. Marys was travelling around St. Marys and handing out the new T o T o
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

McVeggie Burger to try. The McVeggie burger is a breaded veggie patty made with a blend
of vegetables (including carrots, green beans, zucchini, peas, soybeans, broccoli and corn) | Gerald DeVries and Wayne Sterkenburg (aka “Dutch Wood”) hold the St. Marys Swedish
Kubb League (“SMSKL”) trophy after defeating Rob Schubsole and Mike Morning (aka

and seasoning, topped with shredded lettuce and creamy mayo-style sauce, served on a
toasted sesame bun. Accepting one to try was Cindy Boakes from the St. Marys Indepen- | “Boyz in the Kubb”) in the finals of Super Kubb Sunday held on Sunday, Sept. 14 at Broken
Rail Brewing.

dent Newspaper.

For more than 160 years, Indigenous children
were forced into Indian Residential Schools.

September 30 is National Day for Truth and Reconciliation,
a day to learn about the 150,000 childhoods lost to
Canada’s Indian Residential School system.

ontario.ca/LearnThelLegacy Ontario W

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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More than $13.3 million
in infrastructure funding
announced for Perth-

Wellington

St. Marys to receive more than $500,000

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT

Staff Contribution
Perth-Wellington MPP Matthew Rae
recently announced municipalities

across Perth-Wellington would be re-
ceiving $13.3 million in infrastructure
funding through the 2026 Ontario Com-
munity Infrastructure Fund (OCIF).

Included in the list of 11 municipalities
receiving funding through OCIF are St.
Marys, which is receiving $502,284, and
Perth South, which will get $434,389.

“We continue to support our small and
rural municipalities to build and main-
tain critical infrastructure,” Rae said in
a press release. “Our rural communities
are getting shovels in the ground on im-
portant infrastructure projects, and our
provincial government will be there to
support their future growth and prosper-
ity.”

In 2026, Ontario will allocate $400
million in OCIF funding to help 423
small, rural and northern communities
address critical infrastructure such as
roads, bridges, water and wastewater
systems. The minimum grant amount for
municipalities will increase to $125,000
from $100,000. Funding

growth and prosperity of Ontario,” said
Ontario Minister of Infrastructure Kin-
ga Surma in the press release. “That is
why we’re increasing the Ontario Com-
munity Infrastructure Fund’s minimum
grant amount to provide predictability
and stability for these communities and
ensure they have the resources they need
to thrive. With our record investments
across all infrastructure programs,

we’re driving an unprecedented wave of

construction — highways, transit, hospi-
tals, schools and more — to make com-
munities stronger, keep workers on the
job and drive economic growth for gen-
erations to come.”

OCIF provides funding for local infra-
structure projects in municipalities with
populations under 100,000, rural and

northern municipalities, as well as for

local services boards that own water or
wastewater systems.

Since 2018, $2.8 billion has been al-
located across Ontario through OCIF,
$102.9 million of which has come direct-
ly to municipalities in Perth-Wellington.

OCIF funding as provided by the Min-
istry of Infrastructure in 2026 are as fol-
lows:

allocations are based on Munidipality 2026 Funding
a formula that accounts | Mapleton $ 1,180,220
for the different needs | Minto $1,360,917
and economic condi- | Merth Perth 51,128,233
tions of each commu- |PerthEast $373,247
nity. Communities may | Perth South $ 434,389
accumulate funding for | Perth County $ 537,802
up to five years to ad- | 5t. Marys $502,284
dress larger infrastruc- | Stratford $3,224,624
ture projects. Wellington Morth 51,286,956
“Small, rural and |WestPerth 51,246,949
northern communi- | Wellington County $2,115,126
ties are essential to the | Tgtal 4 13,390,747
GRANT
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SPOTLIGHT ON ARTS & CULTURE

Turning on the stars: Cameron Porteous reflects on a

life in the theatre

DAN WELCHER

Contributed Article

There was a spectacular theatre in Toronto called the
Runnymede, which opened in 1927 with silent mov-
ies and vaudeville shows. One of its many innovations
was a projected “sky,” with clouds and stars, in the
ceiling. On the lighting board backstage was a large
electrical switch with a sign on it: “Turn Out The Stars
Before Leaving.”

Born 10 years later in Rosetown, Sask., Cameron
Porteous has spent his life designing magical stage
sets and costumes all over the world. In a way, he has
been turning on the stars, as well as the clouds, fires,
floods and the smoke of battle for most of his life.

John Cameron Porteous is known to most of us as
the man who started an art gallery inside the Via Rail
Station, but that’s been a retirement job for a man who
was head of production design for the Shaw Festival
from 1980-1997 and who had also been a production
designer for CBC television, HBO films, the Stratford
Festival and numerous stage and opera companies in
North America and Europe.

Having a conversation with Porteous about theatre
is like talking with Mozart about opera; his eyes twin-
kle, his irrepressible smile deepens and the pure love
he feels for theatre just flows out of him.

“When I designed Peter Pan for the Shaw Festival,
we decided to make all three of the children’s beds fly
up in that London bedroom scene — not just the chil-
dren,” he recalled. “The problem, as you can imagine,
was what to do with those beds once they got up above
the stage. The next scene is in a magical clearing in
Neverland. Two of the beds could be left hanging
above the set, out of sight, but there was no space in
the flies to deal with the third bed. So, we simply had
it land on the ground in Neverland, where the Indians
discovered it and marveled at this flying bed from the
sky.”

Like so many other Canadian artists, Porteous
brought his small-town sense of wonder into his ma-
ture work. Raised in Saskatchewan, he was introduced
to theatre in high school in Vancouver, where he won
a prize for acting. He soon realized that his real love
was not acting, but in art direction and set design. His
trajectory — from King Edward High School in Van-
couver to the University of British Columbia, design-
ing for television and movies at the CBC and CTV for
five years, and then to England for serious study at the

Maximize your

return.
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Advice for
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Decisions

Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4
519-273-1633 franklinehinz.com

Donna L. Hinz

(DAN WELCHER PHOTO)

Cameron Porteous, the now retired curator and founder of
St. Marys Station Gallery, has a rich background in theatrical
set and costume design some may not know about.

Wimbledon College of Art and entering the world of
live theatre and opera — has been a non-stop ride on
the wild horse that is theatre. And that ride has been
exhilarating, if sometimes taxing.

Designing Christopher Plummer’s one-man show
Barrymore, Porteous was faced with finding the per-
fect top hat for a scene in which Lionel Barrymore
looks in a mirror and sees his grandfather. He had
lined up four hats for Plummer to choose from, one
of which Porteous had silently decided upon already.
Plummer’s reaction was that of a roaring theatrical
lion: “This is the best you can do? I need many more
to choose from! Call me when you have a whole table
full of hats.”

So, Porteous rounded up about 20 top hats from thrift
stores and prop shelves, and called Plummer back.

“That’s more like it,” exulted the star, who then

1( BERRIES
SFall Raspberiies, Frozen Bluebemries,
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chose the very same hat Porteous had already selected
at that first fitting.

Porteous achieved international renown during his
17 years at the Shaw Festival in Niagara-On-The-Lake,
designing some of the biggest and most successful
productions the festival had mounted. In addition to
plays of George Bernard Shaw and a host of other
playwrights, he designed Cavalcade by Noel Cow-
ard, with director Christopher Newton. This now leg-
endary production, which has 40 scenes, hundreds of
characters and countless costume changes, could not
have been done without Porteous’ turntable design.
This allowed lightning-fast scene changes, keeping
the show moving in an adrenalin high. The Shaw Fes-
tival is also where he met his wife-to-be, wardrobe
mistress Tracy Fulton, who now works at the Stratford
Festival in the wardrobe department.

The Station Gallery in St. Marys was Porteous’ baby
from its inception in 2017, when he (along with Charles
Sharun and Reed Needles) persuaded St. Marys town
council to allow a small art gallery to be set up inside
the vintage, turn-of-the-century building, a local trea-
sure that was underappreciated. There are new instal-
lations every six weeks, with prominent and emerging
Canadian artists displaying and selling their work.

Some of the artists, like Lionel Venne, achieve sud-
den local fame. Venne’s northern Ontario paintings
were such a sensation last year that Naina’s Restaurant
in St. Marys now has more than a dozen of his paint-
ings adorning its walls.

Asked how he would describe his own art, Porteous
offers these words.

“Art is the excess beyond basic requirement, which
is, of course, the most essential requirement of all.”

ol 3
2
&= s

Stonetown Tallow
Feed your skin with nature’s best

Handmade in St. Marys, @'-‘f?‘f@
free local delivery. {k ]
(£) stonetown Tallow O}btz2y

Locks in moisture, deeply nourishing e 100% natural & locally sourced
Gentle for Every Body

A.N.A.F. Unit 265

23 Wellington St. N.
519-284-4390

BOB “LINC” LINCE
MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNEY
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Motherwell, a small, beautiful village with tons of

history

Staff from McLean Taylor Construction delivered to a West Perth property as a tribute to the beautiful village of Motherwell.

WENDY LAMOND
Independent Reporter

A local heritage committee has recent-
ly taken a big step toward preserving the
history of the Village of Motherwell.

To address the ongoing removal of his-
toric farm and village buildings, a group
of local citizens started the Motherwell
Heritage Committee in 2019 to preserve
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the history of Motherwell. On Monday,
Sept. 15, a large stone delivered by Mc-
lean Taylor Construction was placed on
a former bowling green owned by the
Municipality of West Perth as the start
of a meaningful tribute to the village.
The commemorative granite rock
weighs between 12 and 14 tonnes and
comes from the farm of local resident,
Rudy McIntosh. The stone will be en-
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graved as a memorial and will have the
Motherwell Women’s Institute crest on
it.

There will also be a story board put
in place at the stone with information
about the settlers and the history of the
village.

In the spring, the committee will host
a ceremony and unveiling after the en-
graving of the rock is complete. The

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Brian Coleman and Rudy Mcintosh, both local residents,
stand in front of the granite rock that will eventually be en-
graved to commemorate the history of Motherwell.

heritage committee members put togeth-
er a booklet on the history of Mother-
well, and a copy can be purchased for
$10 from Lois MclIntosh, who can be
reached at loismcintosh84@gmail.com.

Committee members would like to ex-
press their appreciation of Mclean Tay-
lor for their generous assistance.

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!
Please contact Norraine Galloway,

Find us on |3

wellingtonstreetguesthouseegmail.com

255 WELLINGTON ST. S., ST. MARYS
519-284-0036

Your water treatment specialist.
519.871.8069
Norraine.galloway@culliganwater.ca
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Lincolns stumble in two straight losses; Hodkinson,

Weir return

SPENCER SEYMOUR
Independent Sports Reporter

In the span of a week, the St. Marys
Lincolns went from a lofty peak to a
frustrating valley.

Just days after their strong start to the
year, which saw the Lincs win back-to-
back games, the good news kept coming
as the team reacquired forwards Ryan
Hodkinson and Ethan Weir.

Lincolns’ general manager Pat Powers
noted the additions instantly made the
Lincolns a much stronger team.

“Adding these two elite players defi-
nitely makes us more difficult to play
against,” said Powers. “We never want
to look forward to the playoffs before we
make it, but when the playoffs start, if
we’re in it, this makes us extremely hard
for a team to match up with us defen-
sively in a line-matching scenario. Ethan
(Weir) will be one of the premier scorers
in the league this year and Ryan (Hod-
kinson) will be one of the top faceoff
men who can play in all situations.”

Unfortunately for the Lincolns, the
additions were where the recent good
news ended as they suffered two straight
losses, first at the hands of the LaSalle
Vipers, and then with a loss to the reign-
ing Sutherland Cup Champion Chatham
Maroons.

The first loss came on Sept. 19 when
the Lincolns fell to the Vipers. After a
strong start to the game, the visitors from
LaSalle found their footing approximate-
ly halfway through the period, to which
the Lincolns struggled to respond. Ulti-
mately, St. Marys dropped the contest by
a score of 2-1, lacking the intensity dis-
played in their first two games.

According to head coach Jeff Bradley,
the team didn’t display the mental for-
titude needed to overcome LaSalle once
they got into the game.

“I didn’t think it was very good,” Brad-
ley said of his team’s performance. “In
the first five minutes, we showed up and
had a lot of scoring chances, and then,
it seemed as though we thought maybe
it would be easy. I think once LaSal-
le got settled in, it was clear they had a
gameplan that they were going to make
us work to get pucks and battle to get
through them. We just weren’t willing to
do that enough to win.”

Bradley added his team wasn’t pushing
back hard enough to break through the
Vipers’ defensive presence at centre ice.

“LaSalle seemed to be content with
sitting back in the neutral zone a little
bit and then forcing us to get pucks be-
hind them and make us try to retrieve
them. Instead of doing that, we tried to
go through them and it caused turnovers
and some big mistakes where we didn’t
do some fundamental things. As a whole,
there was more we didn’t like than what
we liked.”

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Chase MacQueen-Spence scores the lone St. Marys Lincolns’ goal in their 2-1 loss to the
LaSalle Vipers on Sept. 19. The Lincolns also fell to the Chatham Maroons on Sept. 21 by a

score of 5-2.

Despite the disappointing perfor-
mance, Bradley noted there was one
bright spot — goaltender Vaughn Barr,
appearing in his first game of his junior
career, who Bradley said gave his team a
chance to win.

“Vaughn played really well. It’s un-
fortunate that the team in front of him
didn’t show up enough to get that win for
him. It could have been a really good ex-
perience for our team and a really good
experience for Vaughn, but unfortunate-
ly, we weren’t there to help him out. That
was his first junior game; he got to do it
in front of his home crowd as a 16-year-
old against 19- and 20-year-olds, and he
played amazing.”

Chase MacQueen-Spence scored the
lone St. Marys goal just 59 seconds into
the first period, but from there, the Vipers
neutralized the Lincolns. Second-period
goals by Ian Inskip and Kieran McNally
along with a 40-save effort by goaltender
Adam Bartel lifted LaSalle to victory.

While acknowledging the disappoint-
ing showing, Bradley kept in perspective
the youth of the team and the season.

“We’ve got young guys who are still
growing and learning how to play in this
league. Even our older guys are in roles
they haven’t necessarily been in in the
past. There are ebbs and flows to that
growth. We were feeling really good af-
ter the Caledonia game (on Sept. 13) and
then got Ryan (Hodkinson) and Ethan
(Weir) coming back, and we were all ex-
cited. Then, having a gut punch like that,
it’s just a reminder that we’re still in that
learning process.”

Inexperience costs Lincs against wily
Maroons

Though they plugged the intensity leak
48 hours later in their trip to Chatham,
the Lincolns’ youth ended up biting them
as inexperienced mistakes led to a 5-2
loss to the Maroons.

Associate coach Mike Herman said the
coaching staff was pleased with their
compete level, and even though there
were blunders, they left the building
feeling positive for the team’s long-term
outlook.

“Chatham is a very good team and it
felt like they were opportunistic, which
is how it always feels like they are
against us,” Herman told the Indepen-
dent. “We’ll carry a lot of the play and
get a lot of good scoring chances, and
then they find a way to go the other way
to score. I think they might just be a step
ahead of us right now in terms of how
mature they play, but there’s no question
in my mind we can get there.”

As would become a theme of the night,
a defensive miscue led to the Maroons
scoring the game’s first goal under three
minutes in, with Dylan Richter batting
in a loose puck in front of the net. Jack
Clarke’s first as a Lincoln less than two
minutes later, coming on a St. Marys

powerplay, tied the game at one apiece,
but Chatham restored their one-goal lead
with a powerplay marker of their own
from Alexander Lisi.

Jaxon Priddle potted another power-
play goal for Chatham in the second, but
Lincoln Moore responded two minutes
and 11 seconds later with a blistering
deke through two Maroons before rip-
ping a shot from a tight angle up and over
the shoulder of Samuel DiBlasi.

Herman noted Moore as being the
team’s offensive catalyst through the
first four games of the regular season,
and praised several other returning play-
ers for their performances on Sept. 21.

“Lincoln (Moore) has been that guy
since the beginning of the season. It’s
unbelievable how much he’s dominating
out there physically in every way, but I
would say Chase (McDougall) has had a
couple of really good games. He’s played
with energy and he’s used that energy re-
ally effectively. He’s been handling the
puck well and making plays. And on the
back end, Owen (Kalp) and (Jacob) Mon-
tesi have been so rock solid.”

In the third period, Lisi scored his sec-
ond of the night before Priddle did the
same with an empty netter, sealing a 5-2
win for the Maroons.

With several defensive errors leading
to Chatham goals, along with several
more that were denied as part of Brogan
Colquhoun’s 39-save effort, Herman said
the mistakes are part of the team’s grow-
ing phase.

“We’re still figuring it out,” said Her-
man. “We’re still in that stage of every-
one getting on the same page, and we’ve
had some roster changes. We had long
stretches where we did really well, and
while there were things to correct, I
think we came out of that game believing
we could play with those guys and beat
them. We still have to try to win games,
obviously, but we have to be patient and
keep teaching.”
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Mogky’s Pals wins SMGCC Ladies’ Scramble

SPENCER SEYMOUR Mogky’s Pals also finished first in the
A division, with the Ridge Girls, which
included Lori Graves, Heather McAu-
Peggy Connors, Janis Kerrigan, Jan- liffe, Cindy Dunham and Cheryl Fer-
et Mogk and Liz Pede won the Ladies’ guson, taking second place in the same
Scramble tournament at the St. Marys division.
Golf and Country Club (SMGCC) on The team of Cherie Dolmage, Tracey
Sept. 11. Denstedt-Gunn, Susan Widmeyer and
The team, named Mogky’s Pals, won  Janet Klemp took the top spot in the
with a score of 64, eight under par, with B division, shooting 66. Chicks of the
retrogression. The team’s day was high- Sands, made up of Wendy Reed, Sandi
lighted with four consecutive birdies. Pitcairn, Sophie Protopapas and Dianne
According to Kerrigan, the team man- Marchand, shot 68 to take second.
aged strong shots all over the course as In the C division, the Golden Putters,
part of their winning round. including Ann Griffith, Lynn Taylor,
“I believe a lot of our success was due  Chris Shoemaker and Cyndie Hughes,
to not having any expectations and go- edged out the Others, Marg Traxler,
ing in relaxed and just wanting to play Connie Frank, Joan Butler and Diana
well,” said Kerrigan. “We got off to  Gamble, to win, both shooting 70.
a great start with great scoring on the The D division was won by the Sassy
front nine, aided by a very timely chip-  Slicers, comprising Sarah Taylor, Carly
in for birdie by Peg (Connors), our fear- Bucholtz, Brit Hartfiel and Mary Lou
less leader, and that set the tone for the  Jones, who posted a score of 70. Laurie
rest of the round. We managed to stay Higginbotham, Cindy Jeans, Lisa Skin-
out of trouble on our drives for the most ner and Wendy Sinden, who made up

Independent Sports Reporter

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Pictured from left to right are Janet Mogk, Janis Kerrigan, Liz Pede and Peggy Connors, who

part, and some strong ];,),uttlng made fora KW Chicks with Sticks, shot 75 to place  shot an eight-under-par score of 64 and won based on retrogression at the St. Marys Golf
very successful round. second. and Country Club’s Ladies Scramble tournament on Sept. 11.
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MINOR SPORTS

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO) (SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Lenny Vergeer throws the ball from the outfield during a Royal Canadian Legion U9 HP Red  Grayson Gilbert springs into the air as he reaches first base during a U11 WOBA St. Marys
St. Marys Rockies game earlier this season. Rockies game earlier this season.

& ol i
(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Maksym Zabihailo loads up a shot on net during a U10 Boys Tier Two St. Marys Storm game Clara Feeney launches the ball through the midfield during a U14 Girls Tier Three St. Marys
earlier this season. Storm game earlier this season.
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(TURNER ROTH PHOTO) (SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Julian Walsh whips a pitch from the mound during a Social Thirty-One U18 OBA St. Marys  Reese Crawford swings at the ball during a Wildwood Care Centre U15 HP St. Marys Rockies
Rockies game earlier this season. game earlier this season.




St. Marys Independent

MINOR SPORTS

& A r'-—---rA.r-'"||l\.
i -rii'-un -y —
¢ gAY Al ) . | —a
* il ¥ Py ) e %
) Mﬂ-l- --m,, p.;i il ; - -:' v e il
: ! " e ""I i iy -'"".'th"m'-.- A

A

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Cohen McKichan plays the ball up the field from the defensive end during a U14 Boys Tier
Three St. Marys Storm game earlier this season.

e, ., Tl WL W R WL W Tk i S Bl e i i e )

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Kenzie Shackleton hits the ball into the infield during a Stonetown Electric U13 HP St. Marys
Rockies game earlier this season.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Pryce Miller boots a shot on goal from outside the box during a U12 Boys Tier Three St.
Marys Storm game earlier this season.

Thursday, September 25, 2025

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Mitchell Grant makes a throw to first base during a St. Marys Firefighters U9 OBA St. Marys
Rockies game earlier this year.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Remco Wynands tosses the ball from his position in the outfield during a Veterinary Pur-
chasing U15 WOBA St. Marys Rockies game earlier this season.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Leah Hachler steps into a kick from the wing during a U18 Girls Tier Three St. Marys Storm
game earlier this season.
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(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO) (SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Ivy Smith dashes to first base after getting a hit during a St. Marys Cement U9 HP Blue St. Jack McArthur cracks the ball up into the air while on the field for the Happy Valley Family
Marys Rockies game earlier this season. Health Team U11 EB St. Marys Rockies.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO) (SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Nick Simons swings at an incoming pitch during a St. Marys Building Centre U13 EB St. Hayden Wright launches a heavy pitch during a Red Rock Construction U16 OBA St. Marys
Marys Rockies game earlier this season Rockies game earlier this season.
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(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Landyn Harrigan winds up to kick the ball towards the net during a U10 Boys Tier Three St. Harper Graves advances the ball through the centre field during a U11 Boys Tier Two St.
Marys Storm game earlier this season. Marys Storm game earlier this season.
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(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO) (SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Brody Pearson gets a sharp hit during a Dunny’s Source For Sports U9 WOBA Blue St. Hannah Schmidt swings for a hit during a McLean Taylor Construction U11 HP St. Marys
Marys Rockies game earlier this season. Rockies game earlier this season.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO) (SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Elliot Wilhelm sprints to first base after getting a hit during a Forman Electric U13 OBA St.  Jude Schlotzhauer unloads a pitch during a Cubberley Plumbing and Heating U14 OBA St.
Marys Rockies game earlier this season. Marys Rockies game earlier this season.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO) (TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Lilian Garniss kicks the ball back into play from the corner during a U12 Girls Tier Two St. Lena Thompson blasts a shot on target during a U16 Girls Tier Three St. Marys Storm game
Marys Storm game earlier this season. earlier this season.
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Rotary Club of St. Marys hosts Fun Golf & Kenyan

BBO on a beautiful day
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(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF ST. MARYS)

Attendees gathered in the outdoor pavilion at River Valley Golf Course for a Kenyan barbe-
cue dinner.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF ST. MARYS)

The foursome of Josh Hartwick, George Layland, Murray Richardson and Brian Hartwick
won the tournament with a score of four under par. Hartwick is absent from the photo.

ROTARY CLUB OF ST. MARYS

Contributed Article

More than 80 people gathered under
bluebird skies on Saturday, Sept. 20 at
River Valley Golf Course for the Rotary
Club of St. Marys’ Fun Golf & Kenyan
BBQ.

Funds raised at the event will be di-
rected toward Rotary’s upcoming cen-
tennial international project in Kenya.

“Today we excelled in the three
F’s:  Friend-raising, fun-raising and
fund-raising,” event organizer An-

drew Middleton said. “We all met new
friends, we had a fabulous time and we

raised money for a great cause.”

Attendees could choose between nine
holes of golf and the Kenyan barbecue
or just the barbecue dinner. The staff at
River Valley outdid themselves prepar-
ing a beautiful, multi-course Kenyan
barbecue meal. Samosas were served as
appetizers, seasoned, barbequed steak,
chicken and sausage anchored the main
course, and side dishes included the po-
tato dish, Irio, and the bean dish, Akara.
No one went home hungry.

Muguori High School is located ap-
proximately 100 kilometres northeast of
Nairobi, Kenya’s capital. The school’s
more than 400 students and staff rely on

multiple outhouses. There are no proper
washrooms with running water and toi-
lets. As a result, urinary tract infections
(UTIs) are common among the school’s
female students. When girls go home to
recover, they are unlikely to return to
the school, resulting in unfinished edu-
cation.

The Rotary Club of St. Marys is cele-
brating its 100th anniversary this year.
In early 2024, the club designated Mu-
guori High School as their centenni-
al international project. In November
2025, 14 people will travel to Kenya to
complete the project. In addition to the
new washrooms, volunteers will refresh

the classrooms and teach keyboarding
skills to the students. Each volunteer is
paying their own way to Kenya. None of
the funds raised are being used for travel
costs.

The Rotary Club of St. Marys thanks
the many tournament sponsors for their
generosity. The club would also like to
thank River Valley Golf Course for be-
ing such a great event host.

Members of the public who feel en-
couraged by this project in Kenya and
want to donate may do so at rotaryst-
marys.ca/donations.
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(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF ST. MARYS)
Josh Hartwick “putts” with a hockey stick at Rotary’s Fun Golf and Kenyan BBQ at River Valley Golf Course.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF ST. MARYS)
Chef Michael Tkaczuk barbecues steak for the Kenyan dinner.
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St. Marys wins Battle of
Highway 7 match
¥ * o %

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Team St. Marys repeated as champions in the third annual “Battle of Highway 7” friendly golf
competition last weekend. St. Marys team captain led his team to a 16-5 victory in matches
that included a Chapman format (with scramble at the end) on the front nine and Singles
matches on the back nine. Pictured above, top row: Greg Wolfkamp, Scott Rinn, Jason
Firby, Bo Jackson, Jimmy Craigmile, Rich Parsons, Mike Gregory and Andy Cunningham.
Front row: Graham Glousher, Brian Humphreys, Troy Carter, Scott Kemp, and Kenny Hutton

Parks Lawn Bowling Club
hosts mixed/women’s
pairs tournament

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Pictured from left to right are Andy Davis, Chris Collins, and Len Boreham, as Collins
presents the pair with the first-place prize at the Parks Lawn Bowling Club’s mixed/
women’s pairs tournament on Sept. 21, sponsored by Tye’s Detailing and the Collins
family. Boreham substituted for Debbie Davis due to illness. Placing second was the
team of David Bell and Sandy Ronson. Chris and Dawn Collins took third place. Gail and
Wayne Christie finished fourth. Alexis Fares and Dianne Trask came in fifth, and sixth
place went to Kay Johns and Rick Wood. The tournament saw 14 teams compete in four
10-end games.

Lifesaving
technology,
made from

the Ring of Fire
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Eedy, McLellan win at Parks Lawn Bowling Club’s
Presidential Invitational

fie S |
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

Pictured on the left are Edith Eedy and Chris Collins. On the right are Larry McLellan and Collins. Eedy was awarded the first-place honours in the novice division of the Parks Lawn
Bowling Club’s Presidential Invitational tournament on Sept. 11. Ena Kearney finished second among the novice bowlers, while Marjie Westerveld took third. McLellan finished first in
the non-novice group, with Bill Dupuis placed second, and Kaitlyn Fares came in third. The club noted it was a very successful tournament, and hopefully one that becomes an annual
tradition. The tournament saw 12 novice bowlers paired with 12 non-novice bowlers in a 3-8 end tournament, where, each game, the non-novice drew for a different partner. The club also
issued a special thanks to John and Sherry Queenan for providing the delicious corn for the players to enjoy after the tournament.
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COLUMNS

UKRAINIAN

ALONA VASYLIEVA

Independent Columnist

When I first came across James Clear’s book, “Atomic
Habits,” its central idea struck a chord with me: small,
consistent habits compound into remarkable results. As
I’ve gotten older, this concept has become more than
just an idea — it’s a guiding principle. My focus has
shifted from seeking immediate success to prioritizing
long-term wellbeing.

One of the most transformative lessons was under-
standing that habits aren’t just actions; they’re reflec-
tions of our identity. When we change our habits, we’re
not just doing something different, we’re becoming
someone new.

Our habits forge a powerful cycle of behavior and
belief that defines how we perceive ourselves and how
others perceive us. As an immigrant, one might be
tempted to believe that moving to a new country offers
a chance to shed old habits and start anew. However,
the reality is that our personal identities and ingrained
patterns of behaviour travel with us. True change comes
not from a new location, but from a deliberate cultiva-
tion of new habits.

Our environment plays a critical role in shaping our
habits. Even for a mindful individual, the influence of
marketing and societal trends is pervasive. A prime ex-
ample is the current “protein” trend, which has led to
junk foods being misleadingly labeled as healthy. Sim-
ilarly, the strategic layout of stores, with products like
soda placed more prominently than water, subtly guides
consumer choices.

My personal journey reflects a shift from seeking
quick results — such as my younger self’s desire for flat
abs — to prioritizing overall wellbeing. Today, my fo-
cus is on building small, healthy habits for long-term
health, understanding that consistency is far more valu-
able than instant gratification.

I have observed fascinating differences in daily habits
between Canada and my native Ukraine. In Canadian
restaurants, for instance, patrons are routinely served
iced water, whereas I prefer warm or room-temperature

More than a move - the habits that really change us

new habits

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

An immigrant’s perspective on the Canadian health-care sys-
tem, contrasting it with the one they left behind in Ukraine.

water for digestive health, a practice valued in many
cultures, including Chinese traditions.

A habit I have joyfully embraced in Canada is the an-
nual making of homemade sauerkraut, a tradition that
is common in Ukraine and provides a comforting taste
of home. The store-bought versions here often contain
vinegar and lack the authentic flavour.

My obsession with bread has found a creative outlet:
I’ve started a new routine of making homemade rye
sourdough. It’s a simple pleasure that I’'m happy to have
in my life.

I’ve also embraced a very different rhythm when it
comes to sleep. My favourite habit is going to bed early
and waking up at 5 a.m. My friends used to tease me
about it, and I’ll admit I was a little embarrassed at first.
I had this idea that staying up late was a sign you were

still exciting, and that going to bed early meant you
were boring. Now, I can’t imagine what kind of party
would be worth giving up my precious mornings.

That time alone with my thoughts in the early morn-
ing while the rest of my family is still asleep is a feel-
ing that’s completely different from being alone late at
night when you’re exhausted from the day.

While I’ve found success with these routines, one
habit I’ve consistently failed at is running. I’ve tried to
make it a part of my daily life for almost a decade, but
I’ve always given up. This time, living in Canada, I’ve
finally realized it’s just not for me. Instead, I’ve found
that fast walking is much more enjoyable and feels more
grounding.

Another notable contrast is the approach to retirement.
While many seniors in Ukraine may focus on gardening
and caring for grandchildren, I see Canadian seniors
leading active, engaged lives, participating in fitness
classes, social clubs and extensive volunteer work. This
habit of volunteering in particular allows them to re-
main an integral part of their community.

Perhaps the most impactful habit T have adopted in
Canada is the simple act of smiling at strangers. In
Ukraine, this is often perceived as insincere. However,
I have come to see a friendly smile as a powerful tool
for positivity. It not only brightens another person’s day
but also serves to program my own mindset in a positive
direction. Coupled with a quick “sorry,” it has become
a go-to combination for navigating daily interactions.

I was also inspired by a habit introduced in my son’s
classroom: each morning, students are asked to write
down one thing they are grateful for. This practice is
a wonderful way to begin the day with gratitude and a
positive outlook.

My journey has proven that a new country won’t
change you, but your daily habits will. The true trans-
formation wasn’t in the move, but in the small, con-
sistent actions — the simple smile, the daily gratitude
— that rewrote my identity. I learned that a better life
isn’t found in a new place, but is quietly built, one small
habit at a time, creating a powerful legacy of long-term
change.

Straight from the Shelves

LAURA MCASH
St. Marys Public Library

Inspired by the 2025 Perth County
Reads selection, “Finding Larkspur”,
the Satin Ribbon Showcase invites arti-
sans of all ages and skill levels to share
their creations with the community.

Here are the categories waiting for
your incredible submissions!

* Preschool (0-5): beaded bracelet,
farm colouring page, leaf rubbing art,
pinecone animal

* Youth (6-9): beaded necklace, book-
mark, LEGO barn, painted rock, Rice
Krispie

* Teen (10-15): beaded necklace, bird
feeder, clay sculpture, wearable knit
item, cookie

* Adult (16+): beaded earrings, em-
broidery, quilt square, small painting,
3D crocheted animal, cookies, corn
bread, fruit preserve, fruit tart, muffins

Each participant needs to fill out the
online form (tinyurl.com/Satin-Rib-
bon-Showcase) before October 7. This

form is valid for all entries (drop off at
the Library is on October 14 and 15).
View all entries upstairs October 17 and
18 and see what has been awarded a Sat-
in Ribbon!

For detailed submission requirements,
please pick up a copy of the Submission
Guidelines booklet at the Library, or
check out our Facebook page.

Up This Week

Fri., Sept. 26: Fun with Watercolour
(1-3 p.m.)

Sat., Sept. 27: Open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Mon., Sept. 29: Euchre Mondays
(10:30 a.m.)

Tues., Sept. 30: Tuesday Book Club*
(11 a.m.), National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation Live Stream (1 p.m.),
Tween Book Club* (6 p.m., Mi-
cro-Learning Film Series — Truth and
Reconciliation (6:30 -7:30 p.m.)

Wed., Oct. 1: EarlyON Play and Read
(9:30-10:30 a.m.), Mahjong! (1-4 p.m.)

Thurs., Oct. 2: Open 10:30 a.m. to 8
p-m.

*Registration Required

Ask the Arborist §

By Joel Hackett | 519 272 5742 | jtsquote@gmail.com

Dear Arborist,

| am taking an educational course. In
one of the books, it says in regard to
harborage (hollows or holes). Quote, “Fill
tree holes with cement to fill the prime
harborage area.”

I’'m wondering if this is an actual practice
or if the course is out of date? P.S., one
other question what’s the best way to get
walnut stains off cement?

Thanks, S
Dear S,

Unfortunately, it sounds like your
educational course is out of date. In the
past, it was recommended to fill hollows
in trees with cement. But, this is a really
bad idea for the following reasons:

One, it attracts more water to the area,

hastening decay; Two, the cement is
impossible to remove. Nothing annoys
an Arborist more than having a brand
new chain on the chainsaw and hitting
cement. If someone feels the need to
fill the hollows, spray foam and a type
of hard sealant on the entrance of the
hollow is the way to go.

As for your second question, TSP or
powdered dish soap normally works,
obviously follow instructions and use at
your own risk.

Sincerely,
The Arborist

Joel Hackett is a certified Arborist
residing in the St. Marys area. Currently,
he spends most of the year running
Joel’s Tree Service. For contact call 519
272 5742 or email jtsquote@gmail.com
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: can weafford it?

MARY SMITH

Independent Columnist

Sometimes a municipal government
will make a decision that not all taxpay-
ers agree with, especially if it involves
spending money. The larger the expen-
diture, the greater the controversy is
likely to be. The history of St. Marys has
included many moments when the elect-
ed officials’ decisions had an impact on
the future well-being of the town. Some
of these are within the memory of many
Independent readers. But others go back
to the town’s early years. An example is
the building of the St. Marys Town Hall.

In September 1890, a fire destroyed
the rather shabby frame building that
had served since 1857 as a town hall,
public auditorium, and market building.
Of course, it had to be replaced — no one
questioned that. Insurance would cover
a modest frame structure, like the one
that had burned. That would have been
the simplest and least costly solution.
But Dr. John Hugh Mathieson, a mem-
ber of town council, had a better idea.
As head of the building committee, he
suggested to his fellow councillors that
the fire had given them an opportunity
to do something special. St. Marys was
growing in importance in southern On-
tario. It deserved a distinctive town hall.

Dr. Mathieson overcame council op-
position and persuaded the town to
hire a promising, 29-year-old Toronto
architect, George Wallace Gouinlock.
When Gouinlock showed his plans and
specification to council, they were con-
vinced. As the new municipal building
took shape through 1891, taxpayers
must have agreed that it was money well
spent. With a bell tower and turrets, the
new town hall was solidly built of local-
ly quarried limestone, with contrasting
red sandstone for window arches and
checkerboard effects on the fagade. The
overall effect was imposing, suggesting
stability and permanence. The structure
was officially completed at the cost of
approximately $15,000 in 1891, although
the interior was not ready for occupancy
until early 1892. Conscientiously main-
tained using taxpayers’ money for more
than 130 years, the building remains a
source of local pride and the town’s way
of making a good first impression on
visitors.

The next major municipal project oc-
curred in 1899. It was the installation of
the waterworks system throughout the
town — well head, pumphouse, water
tower, underground pipes and fire hy-
drants — the works! Again, this was a
big expenditure, but this project had no
opposition. After several serious fires
in the 1890s, the town couldn’t afford
NOT to do it. In late 1899, there was
a celebration when the water pressure
in the new system was tested. Larry
Pfaff’s 1981 book Early St. Marys con-
tains a photograph of water from hoses

(PHOTO COURTESY OF R. LORNE EEDY ARCHIVES, ST. MARYS MUSEUM)

St. Marys town hall in the 1970s. It is remarkable how little the exterior of our municipal
building has changed over the years. Its construction in 1891 was taxpayers’ money well

spent.

playing all over the limestone exterior
of the eight-year-old town hall.

In 1903-1904, when town council
was considering the first significant
investment in a cultural facility, there
was considerable resistance to spend-
ing money “frivolously.” At issue was
the decision to construct a stand-alone
building, a public library for the town.
There were no objections to St. Marys
having a library. Ever since the days of
the Mechanics Institute’s reading rooms,
there had been books that patrons could
borrow to read for instruction and plea-
sure. The Institute had existed in rent-
ed rooms, usually on the second floor
above a downtown business. By 1895,
the situation had changed somewhat.
In response to provincial legislation,
the Mechanics Institute became a free
public library and had moved into two
rooms in the new St. Marys town hall.

At first this worked well, but the
town’s administrative needs grew and
as library usage increased, overcrowd-
ing became a major problem. A solu-
tion was found in a grant from the
Scots American philanthropist, Andrew
Carnegie, who was funding public li-
braries all over Scotland, the United
States, Canada and beyond. In a split
vote, town council decided to apply for
a grant from the Carnegie Foundation
to build a public library in St. Marys.
Then debate erupted! Among concerns

was the town’s obligation — if awarded
the grant — to find a site where a new
library could be built. The town would
also have to guarantee a basic annual
sum for the library’s maintenance. More
dramatic critics claimed that Carnegie
was an evil, strike-breaking industri-
alist. His great wealth was nothing but
blood money and it would be immoral
to accept it. Then there were objec-
tions to the chosen site that continued
through the construction period. But the
library opened in 1905 despite ongoing
criticism. Today our library seems to
be going from strength to strength. We
couldn’t imagine our town without it!
Through the years, various councils
have offered financial incentives to at-
tract new industries to the town. A cen-
tury or so ago, if the town had to issue
debentures for large sums of money, a
municipal referendum was held to get
taxpayers’ approval. In the lead up to
the referendum, the local newspapers
usually presented the pros and cons for
voters’ consideration, and the results
were published, ward by ward. Incen-
tives were offered to David Maxwell
when he moved his farm implement
manufacturing company to St. Marys
in 1888. Two decades later, taxpayers
also voted to offer considerations to the
St. Marys Cement Company when they
learned that this company would bring
a large, stable industry to town. These

two companies gave the municipality
great returns on the initial investments.

But incentives didn’t always pay off.
In 1908, a group of businessmen decided
to create a new railway line in compe-
tition to the Grand Trunk Railway. The
St. Marys and Western Ontario Railway
Company got off to a strong start, at-
tracting investors from Perth and Ox-
ford Counties. Assured that another rail
line would be good for local industry,
the town of St. Marys contributed to-
ward its completion. But the venture
failed and eventually Canadian Pacific
Railway bought the line for much less
that the stakeholders had invested. The
town remembered this failed enterprise.
In 1913, one of the major proponents
of the railway project, Henry Lincoln
Rice, owner of the St. Marys Milling
Company, asked for debenture support
from the town to upgrade his milling
business, promising increased employ-
ment for local workers. He had strong
supporters but also strong detractors
who reminded voters of the disastrous
losses of the St. Marys and Western
Ontario Railway. The debenture bylaw
was defeated by a small margin, and the
town gave no support to the mill proj-
ect. Eventually through a combination
of bad luck and poor management, Rice
lost his business. The flour mill did
continue under new ownership.

Subsequent councils continued to sup-
port many capital projects they believed
were in the town’s interest. Among
these were the acquisition of the quarry
property in the 1940s to create a super-
vised swimming area, the building of
two arenas — one in the early 1950s and
when it was condemned, another one in
1977. Other infrastructure projects in-
cluded the sanitary sewer system, and
the rebuilding of major roads and bridg-
es to bring them up to modern stan-
dards. Culture and recreation are rep-
resented in the town’s trail system and
additions to both the public library and
the community museum. The municipal
operations centre (formerly called pub-
lic works) was relocated to new head-
quarters on James Street South and,
most ambitious of all, in 2008 the Pyr-
amid Recreation Centre with the indoor
swimming pool was opened.

There are critics of a current munici-
pal project — the purchase and rehabil-
itation of 14 Church Street North. But
when considered in comparison with
many previous town projects, this seems
a safe and sensible investment. As the
population grows so does the need for
additional programs. The library is al-
ready desperate for more space and so
are the services that help the most vul-
nerable in our community. Since initia-
tives are being developed to ensure that
the activities in this building will not
impose a burden on local taxpayers in
the future, 14 Church Street North will
eventually serve the community well.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: History, hurting and healing

PAUL KNOWLES

Independent Columnist

As soon as I was born, I was
taken from my birth mother
and put into foster care. Three
months after I was born, I was
taken to the home of Rose and
Ralph Knowles, who adopted
me.

And right now, I can hear you
ask, “What the heck does this
have to do with travel?”

My answer: 1 have always
known those facts about my
life — although only in the past
few years have I discovered the
identity of my birth mother and
met seven siblings I never knew
about. But knowing that I had
been given up for adoption has
always been part of my life, and
has shaped who I am.

“But,” you say, “remember
the travel part?”

Yes. One of the most impact-
ful destinations I have ever vis-
ited is the National Indigenous
Residential School Museum of
Canada, in Portage la Prairie,
Man. This is not a destination
that entertains; it’s one that in-
forms, educates, enlightens and
changes you from the inside
out.

I have often heard people
wonder why Indigenous people
seem so focused on residential

The empty baby crib is in memory of all of the babies born — and disposed of — in Canadian

residential schools.

schools. It is not rare to hear the
phrase, “That was in the past.
Can we just move on?”

And that’s where my birth
story connects, for me, at least,
because those circumstances
have been a real, living part of
me all my life and my story of
loss is pretty insignificant com-
pared to the tragedies that res-
idential schools brought upon
thousands of Indigenous Cana-
dians.

And their story is not ancient
history. Touring the Residen-
tial School Museum, we were
reminded the last residential
school closed only 29 years
ago! Most of you reading this
were adults while the govern-
ment of Canada and a number
of churches were still operating
institutions that were founded,
according to the deputy super-
intendent of the Department
of Indian Affairs, “to continue
until there is not a single Indian
in Canada.” Residential schools
were intended as a means to
steal the identity of all Indig-
enous Canadians to “assimi-
late” each and every one, in the
words of Prime Minister Sir
John A. McDonald.

Compare those stated inten-
tions with the mission statement
of today’s Residential School
Museum: “A place where peo-
ple can learn, share, heal and
move forward.” The museum
and its staff are committed to
that process.

Our guide was Farah Houle.
She led us through small rooms
in the museum — which was
once the Portage la Prairie Indi-
an Residential School founded
in 1916 and in operation until
1988. Each room contains ex-
hibits that reveal the unfolding
history — often synonymous

with “unfolding tragedy” — of
the people of the First Nations.

I learned that from the 1800s
until 1951, residents on reserves
were required to have an offi-
cial government permit simply
to leave the reserve. I learned
that the massacre of buffalo
was not just a ridiculous blood
sport, but an organized effort to
cause the extinction of native
people.

I saw pictures of kids being
transported in cattle trucks
from their homes to residential
schools. Houle described the
rounding up of native kids as
“pick and go.”

One display case held three
straps of different weights, all
used to administer punishment
by school officials. The least
heavy was for children eight
years and younger. The many
reasons for such punishment
included speaking their native
language or talking to a sibling.
In fact, our guide said, “If you
spoke your language, you got a
pin through your tongue.”

“They were taught not to love
each other,” Houle said, which
laid the foundation for very
troubled lives.

A very telling display is found
in the dining room exhibit,
where the table for priests and
nuns was laden with fish, meat,
fruit and vegetables, while the
children got oatmeal and, add-
ed Houle, “They had to eat it
even if there were bugs in it.”

Perhaps the most shock-
ing exhibit is a simple, empty
baby’s crib. Houle explained
this exhibit is in memory of
babies born to young girls in
the school, babies fathered by
priests and teachers, babies
who were then murdered to
hide the evidence and whose

s

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

Farah Houle, our guide at the National Indigenous Residential School

Museum of Canada.

bodies were incinerated.

What is truly amazing about
the museum is, in spite of the
horrors on display, there is an
overriding invitation to find
hope. But first, we need to
learn, then to heal, only then
to move forward. The exhibits
include artworks that capture
both suffering and joy.

We thought the best example
of the need to know the past to
move to a positive present was
our guide herself.

“I was raised by a residential
school survivor and I wondered
why he didn’t say, ‘I love you,’
” she said. “Now, I know why.

“People need to know what
happened. I'm going to contin-
ue to tell the story of those who
never made it home alive.”

And while Houle said that
part of the story is “how religion

was forced on the children,” she
also shared that she continues
to be a practicing Christian — to
me, an incredible, living exam-
ple of forgiveness and faith.

Clearly, the Residential
School Museum is not a desti-
nation you will visit if you’re
looking for entertainment, but
this is a place that will change
your life more than a thousand
visits to Canada’s Wonderland.
And, as a guy who has discov-
ered how one’s personal, child-
hood history impacts the rest
of your life, I could not recom-
mend it more highly.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and Past-Presi-
dent of the Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada. To contact
Paul about travel, his books, or
speaking engagements, email
pknowles@golden.net.

The sculpture “Healing Shoes” by Genevieve Lavasseur features ceramic shoes made from
mud from four residential school sites in Manitoba. There are 152 shoes — one for every
year from the signing of the first treaty to the year the artist created the work, intended “to
honour lives lost and lived” at the institutions.
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FROM THE GARDEN: Savingseeds

NANCY ABRA

Independent Columnist

Gardening is not limited just
to the summer months. During
the season of planting, weed-
ing, watering, we are the most
active in our gardens. But our
hobby extends into the fall with
harvest and cleaning up and in
the winter as we reflect and plan
for the next gardening season.

On a cold January day, as
I sip a cup of my herbal tea, I
review my notes and photos of
last year’s garden. With mem-
ory refreshed, I methodically
leaf through seed catalogues
and eagerly plan and select
seeds I want to grow in the
coming summer. Sometimes
my wish and want list extends
my garden’s capacity and gets
expensive, especially with add-
ed shipping costs. I am always
looking for ways to save money
in my gardening obsession and
saving seeds from the previous
season is one way.

So why save seeds? One ob-
vious answer is it’s cost effec-
tive, reducing the necessity to
purchase new seeds every sea-

son. Saving seeds from plants
in your garden reduces reliance
on commercial seed producers,
packaging waste, and shipping
costs. Even though this may be
the driving force to save seeds
from certain plants in your gar-
den, there are other significant
aspects.

Saving seeds from healthy,
vigorous plants are more like-
ly to produce robust offspring.
It also promotes sustainability,
encourages local adaptation
and resilience in plants, espe-
cially in changing -climates.
Over time, saved seeds adapt to
our garden’s micro-conditions,
becoming more disease resis-
tant and productive.

Saving seeds is also import-
ant to preserve rare or unique
varieties. Some plants are no
longer commercially available.
Saving seeds from those unique
heirloom varieties keeps them
alive. Seed saving also fos-
ters a deeper understanding of
plant life cycles. It is a direct,
rewarding way to engage and
stay connected with what we
grow. As well, your saved seeds
are perfect to swap at seed ex-
changes and share with fellow
gardeners.

Choosing the right plants for
saving their seeds is essential.
Open pollinated and heirloom
varieties are best for this as
they reliably produce true-to-
type seeds, meaning the plants
grown from them will be like
their parents. This “breeding
true” means they are pollinated
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by nature and not as a result of
controlled hybridization. Hy-
brid (F1) plants are the result
from a controlled cross between
two different parent plants and
seeds saved from these plants
will produce unpredictable off-
spring.

For the novice ‘seed saver’
like myself, start with some dis-
tinct examples. Zinnias for one.
I have a patch of giant mixed
zinnia varieties with a couple
of stunning multi-petal colour-
ful zinnia flowers as big as my
fist. I want to save their seeds.

So, a couple of weeks ago, I
marked these flowers with a
small ribbon tied on the stem to
remember which ones I wanted.
Once these flower heads dried
on the plant, and became brown
and papery, I harvested them. I
clipped back some of the petals
and placed them in an open en-
velope and labelled the colour.
When it is fully dried, I will re-
move the seeds and put them in
a small paper package, label the
variety, colour, and date.

For vegetables, such as beans
and peas, they should dry in
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Real Estate:
Buying, Selling, Mortgages

Wills and Estates

Family Law

Mediation

SERVING -
ST. MARYS
FOR OVER

25

YEARS

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

5192840898 ¢ info@sherwinlaw.ca

HOME

Helping you design
services including:
e burial

e cremation

* open houses
* religious services

affordable and personal

¢ donation to science
* celebrations of life

47 Wellington St. S,, St. Marys
519-284-2820 | www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

their pods on the plant. Once
completely dry, they can be re-
moved from the pods and stored
in a small, labelled jar or paper
envelope. Basil, dill, and fennel
are easy to save also. Just snip
the seed heads once dry and
store them also in a labelled jar
or envelope.

Saving seeds from your gar-
den is a rewarding practice with
benefits that go beyond being
cost effective. It promotes sus-
tainability, preserves heirloom
varieties, and deepens our con-
nection to gardening.

FUNERAL

DID YOU KNOW

You can begin pre-arranging
your funeral by scanning

this QR code or visiting
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca
and clicking on “Resources”
then “pre-arrange online”

to complete a

basic information

form.
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Riddles

What is the richest nut?
A cash-ew!

Why did the fruit salad skip its own wedding?
It had a lot of can’t-elope!

What kind of beer won'’t get you tipsy?
Root beer!

What kind of poultry is always going to the
bathroom?
Chick peas!

Why did the citrus tree go to the hospital?
Lemon-aid!

You cut me, slice me, dice me, and all the while, you
cry. Whatam I?
An onion!

What kind of apples do computers prefer?
Macintosh!

What has many ears but cannot hear?
Corn!

I'm a bird, a person, and a fruit. What am I?
A Kiwi!

I'm the father of fruits. What am I?
A papa-ya!

What vegetable always loses in every competition yet
is a terrific rapper?
Beets!

What vegetable can you use to tie your shoelace?
A string bean!

- Word Search -
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MCCULLY'’S FALL HARVEST FESTIVAL
MGADWPXOUXCEKTCVPNEBZC Saturday
SADBWOPSWMLLOTYEKYJTITIZX Sunda
NSMEKSNMTUOIRAENETJRDEB unday
IOLUS ZITSNOLAUQARZXSH October
KTVZPSRSANDMOUNTATINTW Barn tours
PFARMFRESHMAEREKETSQNA
MXEHANLMLHFYYVPWNIUG Animals
UHKPZXFSJBLNSGCTIDEFDO Wagon rides
PPUMPEKINCATAPULTEOYHN
KIAOLPTGYRMGBZJAEOTLR Corn maze
CGPWCZRAENCSAEGRBEFTITI Pumpkin catapult
IGQXYKOYQTOFAEKVMOLMD Sand mountain
PPMBENXFCQOREKQTDBVTAAE
YHUCCQWDYUNAXFUOCCTFS Pick pumpkins
MEANIMALSEMQBVJROOTUFE Farm fresh market
ZUTMBWRMCSAATLCZDILMH
SWTQPDTQJGZZKNKBBAYB Local food
QDXCEQSDUSEPRFRCDDY Z Straw fort
FIOUAEGESRBZZISEGTYMTI .
SPAICFHYNZLDPFMRINTZ Family fun

OF THE WEEK

T E

Declan Leaman (3)

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is pleased to be the sponsor of the

PET OF THE WEEK

Whether you're a new pet parent or a seasoned pro,
MyVetStore is your go-to destination for everything
your pet needs — from vet-recommended food and
supplements to grooming essentials and parasite
protection, all delivered straight to your door.
Check us out! www.myVETstore.ca/stmarysvetclinic
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MILES

Our Pet of the Week is Miles, a nine-
year-old shih tzu/cairn terrier. His
birthday is Dec 16. Miles can sit, roll
over, shake a paw, “talk” (bark), and
sneeze on command but only if he gets a

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that appears in the paper gets a
FREE MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

treat for it.
\§
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Thorndale Lions Club Presents

Thanksgiving Bingo & 50/50

October 6 - First game at 7:00 p.m.

Thorndale Lions Community Centre

$10 for 2 cards - 20 games | Licenced bar

The Thorndale Fall Fair was where farm met fun
over the weekend

NANCY ABRA
Independent Reporter

The 168th Thorndale Fall Fair held last
weekend was true to its theme — “where
farm meets fun.”

It began with the official opening cer-
emonies on Friday evening. Emcee Will
Heeman kept the evening light and en-
tertaining with his witty humour as he
introduced the various dignitaries and
itinerary.

Opening remarks were delivered by
Connie Bontje, president of the Thorn-
dale Agricultural Society Bridget Hee-
man, Thames Centre Mayor Sharron
McMillian, Middlesex County Warden
Brian Ropp and MP Lianne Rood, all of
whom praised the many dedicated vol-
unteers, the strong agriculture roots and
the great community spirit in Thorndale
that makes the fall fair a success each
year.

Also part of Friday’s events were
awards recognizing the spirit, years of
service and contribution to the commu-
nity of Thorndale, along with the an-
nouncing of the School Fair champions,
Field Crops awards and the Homecraft

champion, Monica Speziale, and runner
up Marylou Bontje, both of Thorndale.
Beth McCallum, age 18 of Thorndale,
is the 2025 Thorndale Fair Ambassa-
dor. She was sponsored by the Thorn-
dale Optimist Club, providing a bursary
to this year’s winner. McCallum is the
daughter of Carol and Michael Mc-

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

2025 Thorndale Fair Ambassador Beth McCallum of Thorndale with her parents Michael and
Carol McCallum.

Callum of Thorndale and is currently
studying educational support at St. Clair
College in Windsor. As ambassador,
McCallum will represent the Thorndale
Agricultural Society at various events
throughout the coming year, including
district meetings, the Ontario Associa-
tion of Agricultural Societies (OAAS)

convention and at the CNE Ambassador
of the Fairs Competition next August in
Toronto.

The evening ended with the exceed-
ingly popular and entertaining pie auc-
tion. Heath Taylor of Taylor Auctions
auctioned off 18 prize-winning pies and
the top butter tarts from the Homecraft
entries before a crowd of about 200. In
the engaging bidding, these various pies
garnered between $400 and $700, net-
ting a healthy amount for the Thorndale
Agricultural Society by the end of the
evening.

With the exceptional warm weather,
crowds of people came out to enjoy the
rest of the weekend, which included mid-
way rides, participating in the various
planned activities, viewing the agricul-
tural exhibits and witnessing the many
agricultural and race competitions.

The Thorndale Fall Fair has grown
from a modest beginning from the early
days to today’s robust, fun community
event enjoyed by families of the munic-
ipality and beyond, maintaining its val-
ued agricultural roots and rural family
community spirit.

Unsolved but not forgotten: A detective’s legacy
relayed at presentation in Thorndale

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

Many people would wonder why Barb
Dorrington, author of The Trauma
Monster, chose Thorndale instead of
London to host a presentation by Den-
nis Alsop Jr., son of famed Detective
Alsop.

“Thorndale is important to me and my
connections to Scott Leishman, who
disappeared from his home outside of
Thorndale in March 1968,” Dorrington
said in her opening remarks. “He then
was found dead two months later in
Port Burwell Harbour. Scott was part
of my innocent years and shaped my
life; probably why I became a trauma
social worker. Near Scott’s home, a

month after he went missing, Frankie
Jensen’s body was discovered in the
Thames River, and I uncovered through
interviewing many people, this was the
same area where a couple of young boys
were taken and sexually molested.”
Det. Dennis Alsop was central to the
murder investigations that occurred in
the 1960s and ‘70s in the London area.
He kept countless diaries and files of
documented interviews and notes.
These records were inherited by his
son, Alsop Jr. In his presentation to the
large gathering, Alsop Jr. relayed his
dad’s interesting police career, from
1948 in the OPP, through the years and
ranks in London, then in Toronto and
back in London. He said his dad “loved
being boots on the ground solving cas-

es, but there were many unsolved cases
of disappearance and murders in Lon-
don that he wanted to get the answers
for the victims’ families.”

What stands out is not only Detective
Alsop’s stamina, but his compassion for
the families. At that time, many reports
dismissed witnesses with labels like
“unreliable” or “low level of society.”
Alsop’s files never demeaned. Every
life mattered, every lead was logged
and every voice was heard.

Also in attendance was Dr. Michael
Arntfield, former London police detec-
tive, author of Murder City and other
true-crime books as well as a criminol-
ogist and professor at Western Univer-
sity. Arntfield briefly spoke about a few
of these historical murder cases. Vanes-

sa Brown, London-based historian, re-
searcher and author of The Forest City
Killer, led the question-and-answer pe-
riod following Alsop Jr. presentation.

As a follow up to this historical pre-
sentation, Dorrington and Brown will
be at the Thorndale Library on Satur-
day, Oct. 18 from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30
p-m. for people of the community to
come and shared their stories and mem-
ories. Even though it has been over five
decades since the traumatic deaths of
Jensen and Leishman, and many others
in the London area, Dorrington says
“there could be one clue that will con-
nect the dots in these unsolved myster-
1es.”



Thursday, September 25, 2025 St. Marys Independent

Trevor George Williams, In memory of our loving mother vy who we lost 27 The family of Stephen Cookson wish to extend our

. b traveled the long journey years ago on Sept. 24, 1998 thanks to family and friends who reached out to us
"
e

from Bridgewater, England When God created Mums with condolences for our brother.
at the age of 7, passed away

- ey It's certain that he knew We are thankful for all the cards, messages and kind
L_t o suddenly, but peacefully in his , ‘ ‘ words after his passing.
N La-Z-Boy chair, at his home on We'd need the loving thoughtful things Wi teful f t during this difficult
= September 2, 2025 at the age ) e are grateful for your support during this difficu
of F;S & That only mums will do. time and there are not enough words in this world to
1 bred ' d by hi . Like helping us to reach the goals express how thankful we are during our time of grief.
redecease is parents , . .
Alfred and Hildé antlia that we've been dreaming of We would also like to thank Dr. Hepburn and the staff
brother Lester. Father of Vicki Payne (Kevin) and Or being warm and caring of Wildwood Care Centre as well as the Nurses at St.

Mandie Williams (Rob McKnight). Survived by many When we need her special love. Marys Memorial Hospital.

grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Brother of Yes, God knew all the thoughtful things
Brenda Mulligan (Jerry) and remembered by many ’ )
That only mums will do

nieces, nephews and great nieces and nephews. Trevor
will be greatly missed by many neighbours, friends and And that'’s exactly why he made
co-workers and grand dog Gibby. a mum who'’s just like you. THANI{ YOU

A life-long truck driver with a passion for the road, he Remembering you always
drove from the age 16 to 75. Cremation to take place
with private burial in Woodland Cemetery, London.

A Celebration of Life Open House will be held at

Vicki Barber, Tom, Barry and Gord Cookson

The St. Marys Kinsmen, St. Marys Lions and two of
All six of us Stratford’s Rotary Clubs and the Optimist Club of
Downie would like to thank all of the businesses

the SUNSET DINER. 343 Q StW. St M that sponsored and donated to our third car, truck,

€ , ueen » Ot Marys, motorcycle, and tractor show in St. Pauls on Saturday,

on September 27, 2025 from 1 - 3 pm. Memorial OPEN HOUSE September 13, 2025. It turned out to be a gloomy day,
A T

donations may be made to Ronald McDonald House.
Online tributes at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. - "

CELEBRATION

Celebrating flllan Slater’s
90th Birthday

WITH AN OPEN HOUSE
on Sunday, October 5 from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

but we still had over 62 cars, 18 tractors, 12 trucks,
and one motorcycle. We raised over $800 for the
Rotary Aqua box program, $172.00 for the St. Marys
Youth Center, and a table full of food for two food
banks.

Sponsors and Donors:

Sherri Roulston (Royal Lepage Reality)
Finnie Distributing (1997) Inc.

St. Andrews Presbyterian Church
Simplistic Lines

Dunbar Bookkeeping and Tax Service

Door prize companies

Pyramid Recreation Centre, 317 James St. S., St. Marys The family of Charlie Near, who passed away on July 31,
(1/3 Hall in the Community Centre) 2025, will host a Memorial Open House at the St. Marys
; ; . Legion, 66 Church St. N. St. Marys, on Oct. 4, 2025 from 2
Please no gifts or cards. Sign the Guest Book. The Tri-County ’ . : ’ ’
Foodgrains Bank Project will be accepting donations by cash or - 4 pm. Memorial donations may be made to the St. Marys FO R HAI.I. R E NTAI.S

cheque. A light lunch, coffee, tea and cake will be available. Legion. Online tributes at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. optimist e1ub CALL 5 1 9 o 2 7 1 . 5343

CELEBRATION OPEN HOUSE PR

Mon. Sept. 15 Elaine Thomson, St. Pauls $50.00

65% OQIIIU:MQMW PLEASE JOIN US IN CELEBRATING Tues. Sept. 16 Deanna & Steve Dove, Beeton  $50.00

Reg and LUCi"e Mccurdy Wed. Sept. 17 K'im Boyc.e, Cambridge $50.00

September 24th, 1960 - September 24th, 2025 Th.ur. Sept. 18 VI.CtOI' Smith, Strotfor(fl | $50.00

‘ Fri. Sept. 19 Chris & Tom Ney, Sebringville $50.00
Sat. Sept. 20 Jeanne King, Stratford $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT Free QUOTES 519-271-5690

PAVING INC www.fraserpaving.ca

B S T.M A RYS
ol D F N T I STR Y

520 WATER ST, S. PO. BOX 1650 | ST. MARYS, ON N4X 1B9 | 519-284-2660

. Dr. Michael Ni , Dr. Karl Wesel d Dr. R A
at the Thorndale Community Center - ricnae Shxon, x tar esean and on feem Amayem

Jason, Tammy, Jack, Sarah, Austin and Hazel Sunday October Sth from 1:30 - 3:30 ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS®

Jeff. Amanda Em|Iy and leby (no gifts required) We offer early morning appointment times, and have later appointment times
’ ’ three days per week.

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9 n r@ m
Ph: 519-284-2660 | www.stmarysdentalclinic.com
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168 SPA

\ *’/

Acrylic/Gel
% Shellac
f ') Manicure
L) f ¥ Iy i ul" o
algfm e Pedicure

Phone 226-661-4168
104 Queen St. E. St. Marys, On. N4X 1A3

Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm., Closed Sunday

| p
) ey e |
__~ NEW . USED MUSIC + MOVIES » VIDED GAMES

PRESENTS

Licensed
Event

ATribute to

! Friday September 26th { f

Market Centre Theatre
22 Reeve Street, Woodstock :f"
” All tickets are $39.50 Vil

Order on-line at:
theatrewoodstock.com

chool
St

Saturday, September 27 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Nails & Waxing

Hamburgers, hot dogs, coffee and cold drinks
will be available for purchase in the church
shed across the road

Browns School is south of 5t. Marys, West of Medina on Road 92

at Line 13 - about 1km East of Cobble Hills Road
For more information call Max Muir at 519.860.1753

@THEMORTGAGEGROUP

FSRA# 10315

Andrew Darling
Mortgage Agent Level 1, Lic #M25000482

Cell: 226.376.1641
Email: Andrew.Darling@mortgagegroup.com
Web: www.andrewd.tmgbroker.com

Ask me about reverse mortgages and all

your mortgage needs!

Jhorndale United ‘Chureh

BEEF SUPPER

Potato, gravy, vegetables, salad,
pie and ice cream

Tuesday, October 21, 2025

Thorndale Community Centre
4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Adults: $25 | 6-14: $10 | 5 & Under: FREE

For tickets call 519.461.0463
LAST DAY TO BUY TICKETS: OCT. 12

Sponsored by:
SHACKLETON’S

FERN PRIDHAM - Real Estate Broker
519.274.2885
fernpridham@gmail.com
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AMY CUBBERLEY

Independent Columnist

The Human Fly

25 years ago (2000)

The owner of a St. Marys trucking company has
been ordered to remove all transport trucks and
other vehicles from a property at 752 Queen Street
East, near Industrial Road. Town Solicitor Mike
Mitchell informed Terry Smith of Stonetown De-
velopments Inc. that use of the property at a park-
ing area for trucks and other vehicles is contrary
to the Town’s zoning by-law. Smith has applied for
the zoning to be changed.

There will be no more hand-stamping and index
card cataloguing at the St. Marys Public Library
- they’re going high tech! Chief Librarian Barb
Taylor confirmed Friday that both cataloguing and
circulation will be fully automated by the end of
the year.

50 years ago (1975)

A new taxi business began this past Monday.
According to proprietors Jamie Hahn and Mike
Brodgen, business was great. Driver Joe Walsh
had favourable comments about his first day on
the job.

An ancient willow which fell into the Thames
River early this summer is still lying half in and
half out of the water. Removal of this debris would
considerably help the appearance of the otherwise
scenic west bank of the Thames.

75 years ago (1950)

The introduction of membership and admission
charges for use of the quarry swimming pool and
the operation of a refreshment booth has brought
in almost one thousand dollars this summer. This
was enough to pay lifeguards and attendants and
still make a profit on operations at the quarry.

Fires were lit in the steam boilers at the St.
Marys Memorial Hospital on Tuesday for the first
time. This was for testing purposes.

C. Odbert, local hardware merchant, had a pecu-
liar species of snake in a jar at his store this week.
The wiggler looked like a fat horsehair when
placed in the jar straightened out, but when placed
on dry land, it writhed and coiled itself into knots
in a peculiar manner. The animated specimen was
found in a pool of water near Mr. Odbert’s home
by the children.

100 years ago (1925)

Jerry Hudson, known all over America as the
“Human Fly” was in town to give people an in-
sight into the method he used in scaling a 52-sto-
rey building in New York City. On Saturday night,
after collecting a curious crowd of about 2,000
people in front of the Windsor Hotel, he took up
a collection and then climbed up the northwest
corner of the building. After gaining this vantage
point, he went up onto the cupola on top of the roof
where he stood on his head and later climbed the
flagpole from which he hung by his teeth. Hudson
first began his aerial career with the flying corps
of the American Legion. During a period of ser-
vice in France, he gained many honours through
his daring exploits. He was shot down by German
airplanes and spent four months as a prisoner in
Germany, escaping one night by stealing an air-
plane from a German hangar and making his way
to safely back to the allied lines.
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Call 519-284-0041 or email
BUSINESS DIRECTORY iz
to inquire about our directory
BARBER EAVESTROUGH CLEANING REAL ESTATE HOME CARE
; T | |
il J AN EAL (% YOO [ & ek, Cricket Care
BmrpirSHor EAVES ROUGH ] P

. ‘Where your at home

CLLFE CORrES Iﬁn;t

Care :
YOUR ST. MARYS ON. 519.701 .8838 *\__-. St. Marys and Surrounding Area LUE'E STEPHENS Providin s ::::;::z:;i::::::m
"— eavesnough@sure'seal'ca iy! CIGIENE TN YALES HEFRESERTATIVE Stoma - Cancer fjDiupbetes - Neurological Disor.ders
108 QUEEN ST. E - 519-630-2665 _ _ R,
J Seamless Eavestrough spotless@writeme.com 5 1 g -}' 03 [] 33 3 Epilepsy - Spinal Injury

spotlesscleaningplus.wixsite.com/clean

macphersonsbarbershop.ca Steel and Aluminum
226~661~0222 Gutter Guard * Heavy Built
Fascia * Soffit * Trim Bending & More

In addition to every day care

RE/MAX 15247 Call 519-301-7791 (PSW1)
www.cricket-care.com
Serving St. Marys and Area since 2022

SEAMSTRESS

FINIF IS AND B0
ONLINE @ f

WES BENNET * ST. MARYS ON

CONSTRUCTION ELECTRICAL

ST. MARYS -

_ 485 James St S, St Marys - )o [ 519-349-2420 Stonetown Alterations

contRacrorscrp, EMail: mcc@quadro.net —— YEARS — Seveice frsm ses Fumilly ts Goant sincs 1979 Professional Seamstress
i Ph: 519-349-2256 TForMAN FELECTRIC LTD.

Ingrid Voermans

www.stonetownalterations.ca | stonetownalterations@gmail.com

INSURANCE
BACK-UP GENERATOR S (} E ep—— 519-703-2007
DISPOSAL Work wit 1enne St {;u-,-_‘ Insurance Ciroap Inc :':L B;&;r;_nga:::.;ﬁﬁfﬁ"}'s TAKE OUT FOOD

General Contracting - Design-Build (A-CAD) RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL
Renovations - Additions = Doors & Windows & More! AGRICULTURAL = INDUSTRIAL

SELECT REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

BIN RENTAL you know y ust! offering Insurance Services for: 1 peakselectrealty@gmaill.com Mon
@E!S&E%"E OR FULLJUNK 519.284.0833 PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, P SKIPPY-: Tt
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 4 PIZZ2A Friamagat
519-284-2221 TRANSPORTATION & MORE! gl 11-10

519-284-1864 '

118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca Toni McLean Sales Representative W ATER TRE ATI NG

www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca

Give us a call today!
199 Elgin StE - St. Marys ON - 519-284-1900

AEAL ISTATE

Robson Scrap Metal 519-274-1120 Direct
Open 8 to 4:30 HEAT / COOL 245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5 meu'na SALES
* RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, I
Monday - Frid ay INDUSTRIAL & AGRICULTURAL = tmclean@homeandcompany.ca ; ) SERVICE
519.284.2800 . ; £ g WATER TREATHENT @™ RENTALS
ol RACTING ' e " —
: ) [E) contact Us Today or Visit Us Online 7 FormaN ELECTRIC LTD. Call Dave for more info I\Nureritf
{"‘*I\\ 519-301-8411 = stonetownelectric.ca at 51 9.349.2040 ——

GAS WORK « HEAT PUMPS «
DUCTLESS SPLITS = AR CONDITIONERS »

206-211 Carling St., St. Marys H . 'ghes B S e TURHALES

ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS Work with someone Better Ways For Seniors Ltd.
you know you can trust! DIGNTY 519.868.3021
e o GREAT SERVICE 519.284.0833 el &

; 883855
— — :;;";ﬂ :'r: don@betterwaysforseniors.com
in hes | WWW.BetterWaysForSeniors.com
PAI N TI N G for '::.'Tm! [j BetterWaysForSeniors
Painting and Handyman WINDOWS

JnEI_'s 'I'REE SERVIBE QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 5t. Marys

519-272-5742 EXPERT KNOWLEDGE RETAIL

www.joelstreeservice.com Full Service Electrical Solutions
| ittle Falls s

226-921-1739

info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com
ECRA/ESA# 7016671

(AT T e, T, e in and around St. Marys GUMMERGIAL - RESIDENTIAL |
VER LocAL o,
LANDSCAPING CALL 519.284.0041 || IR - bl :ZullAlex.a: 519-?36-5874 T SGUEEKS
TO INQUIRE ABOUT || " B Sy | | Mo ommeren — || JaRED GOWAN | HEATHER GoWaN
Linda Vandevmslen || OURBUSINESS || Available now: 519-854.595
Landscape Artst DIRECTORY || inieseiiesneron || CALL519.284.0041 || wiocooniimeonsten
Wi?ql]ns%mﬁ\él?ﬁﬁf’ p|z?1tlsng' Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm TO |NQU|RE ABOUT
_ _ 83 QueeStEt. Marys, ON OUR BUSINESS

519-276-7712 A\I”t[‘-.jn me‘w‘rn f\"ldrl(t"t DIRECTORY




St. Marys Independent

Thursday, September 25, 2025

CLASSIFIED ADS

WANTED

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues,
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For
more information: Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St.
Stratford/ 226-972-5750

WANTED TO BUY

All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.Are
you downsizing or need an estate clean out? We can help.
We are at the Pinery Market at Grand Bend every Sunday
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-
3814.

WANTED

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola,
Pepsi or any pop company. Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether
Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, wristwatches,
pocket watches, old fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc.
Any old oil cans and signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any
small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff
please contact me - 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE

Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears, peaches,
plums, sweet and sour cherries, apricots, nectarines,
blueberries, haskapp grapes, raspberries, elderberries etc.
Lots of spruce, pine, cedars for windbreak and privacy
hedges. Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers ready to go. Flowering
shrubs and much more. Mon-Sat 7:00am to 6:00pm.
Martin’s Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON NOG
2X0 (1 Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line)

FOR RENT

Large three bedroom downtown apartment in classic
building. Three storeys walk up above Gilly’s. Completely
renovated, exquisite mahogany panelling, refinished wood
floors, fresh paint. Includes all utilities. A/C, heat, wi-fi,
laundry, parking etc. References required. Available Oct.
1st. Call 519-697-4985

BURIAL PLOTS

Complete with two vaults, gold cross certificate and
memorial bronze marker. Current Price is approximately
$15,000. For quick sale is $6000 Will assist with transfer.
Message 519-453-4917. Text 519-670-7107.

WANTED

Cash on spot for right product. Looking for LP’s and 78’s -
no 45’s Call Hands of Time Records. 519-284-2537

St. Marys Independent

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED
HERE FOR JUST $10
PER WEEK

Call 519-284-0041 or email us at
info@stmarysindependent.com

HAVE YOU BEEN AFFECTED BY
SOMEONE ELSES DRINKING?
Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place

1-800-706-9833 or App Available

HELP WANTED

U COUNTRY MILLS

WE'RE HIRING!

JOIN COUNTRY MILLS
IN THORNDALE!

Auvailable roles with transitional growth potential:
o Office Clerk / Admin Assistant

* Warehouse / Feed Mill Operator

WHY WORK WITH US?

Country Mills is growing and offers:

o Competitive Wages

e Comprehensive Benefits

e An Engaging and Supportive Team Environment
e A strong Focus on Organizational Growth
Apply Now:

e Location: Thorndale, Ontario

¢ Please send your resume to: mark.freeland@
countrymills.ca

e Resume’s may also be dropped off at 197 King St.,
Thorndale.

Call us at 519.533.8962

GRANT

RANT — ADVERTISE
mepia 1 ot LOCAL
Support the local
businesses that keep
your community and its
newspapers thriving.

Canada

St. Marys Independent
THE WEEK AHEAD

McDonald’s St. Marys

SPONSORED 752 Queen St E
BY: meponmas  Founding and Forever partner of
Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events - See the Stonetown Crier on
Page 5

St. Marys Public Library events - See Page 26
FRIDAY, SEPT 26

- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon
- ANN.A.F. meat draw - 6 p.m.

- Record Works presents Pretzel Logic at Market Centre
Theatre, 22 Reeve St, Woodstock. Doors open 6:30 p.m.,
show starts 7:30 p.m., Tickets $39.50

SATURDAY, SEPT 27

- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field - 8 a.m. to
Noon. Pick up your apples for Apple Pie Day baking contest

- Browns School car show - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

- Love Essential Life retreat at 5846 Cobble Hills Rd - 10 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m.

- ANN.AF. Bob Lince Memorial Golf Tourney at River Valley -
10 a.m. shotgun start

- Queensview Retirement Community open house at 70 King
Edward St, Paris - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

- St. Marys Optometry grand opening at 766 Queen St E - 11
a.m.to1p.m.

- Trevor Williams celebration of life at Sunset Diner - 1-3 p.m.
- Naina’s Indian Kitchen evening of art and flavours - 5-9 p.m.
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw - 5 p.m.

- St. Marys Lincolns vs Port Colborne Sailors at the PRC -
7:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, SEPT 28
- Test Your Smoke Alarm Day

- St. Marys Lincolns vs Elmira Sugar Kings at Day Snyder
Memorial Arena - 7 p.m.

MONDAY, SEPT 29

- Local Community Food Centre honest budget workshop at
612 Erie St, Stratford - 3:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, SEPT 30

- Royal Canadian Legion buddy check coffee - 10 a.m. to Noon
WEDNESDAY, OCT 1

- Purpour grand opening at 21 Water St S - 4:30-6:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, OCT 2

- St. Marys Nourish Market at St. Marys United Church
parking lot - 2-4 p.m.

- St. Marys Lincolns vs St. Catharines Falcons at Seymour-
Hannah Sports Centre - 7 p.m.

SUDOKU ANSWERS

21185416937
361712894 ([1]5
5141917 ]3|6([8]2
6135412117938
1(8(4[9]6]7]2]|5]|3
71912|13(5|8|1([6]4
9711183125416
4213|6958 7]1
8(5|16|7[1]14]3[2]9

Legion

ST. MARYS LEGION
CRIBBAGE

Beginning Tuesday Nov. 14

1. Beijing 6. Knowles-Carter
2. Arrested Development 7. Drury Lane

3. Sundial 8. Bull

4, Afruit 9. Utah

5. Enamel 10. Rachel Zane
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DIRECT LUMBER BUILDING CENTER

Stratford's newest Lumber and building center.
Order Online or drop by the store

wigd

Adhesives Concrete Mix Lumber Doors & Windows

Everything Adhesive. Cement, Sand, Stone, Building Materials Canadian Made Doors
From Silicon based to Concrete Mix and Every type of lumber and Windows
Coatings, Primers and Forms your DIY or Contractor Every style for your

Glue. needs. next prﬂgggthat you
Starting from Starting from Starting from F ' -
ree - Bundle of Shims
$5.99/ea $6.99/ea $3.79/ea with door purchase.

STRATFORD Now Has More Lumber Choices!!!

|1

Plywood Insulation Drywall Kitchen & Bath
Plywood and OSB Rockwool to Owens At Direct Lumber We are proud to offer
All your needs for your Cornlnﬁ we have all your our own Kitchen & Bath
next building under on We have all your drywall products. Department.
roof!! Flnsull_lotéontrp]eeds. Our warehouse allows Come in today and
Delivery provided ree U?C\r’]véseﬁvery for next day delivery. speak to our experts
Call for pricing Deli\eery pro_vi_Eled Call for pricing about your next
Call for pricing design.

Our Partners

r1 CORNERSTONE TROPICAL

w” BUILDING BRANDS orest Products
Proudly Canadian & Locally Owned

&% SHERWIN-WILLIAMS.

165 Downie Street, Mon-Fri 8 - 5:30

e www.directiumber.ca SsTan &g;?é%




