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MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS
Black Friday Sale 

November 27

ARTIST KIM ATLIN 
RETURNS HOME TO 

HER ROOTS
Art Show - Nov. 14th

Fall Landscape Paint Workshop
- Nov. 15 10am - 3pm

90 minute Tube passes & 
9/18 Golf Rounds with cart 

will all be on sale at a 
discounted rate. Online only!

For the past decade, St. Marys residents, 
businesses and community organizations 
have come together each December to 
demonstrate just how much can be accom-
plished when neighbours look out for one 
another.

As Giving Tuesday St. Marys prepares to 
celebrate its 10th consecutive year Dec. 1, 
the local organizing committee is once again 

encouraging residents to embrace the spirit 
of generosity through its Won’t You Be My 
Neighbour campaign, whether by donating 
money, volunteering their time or simply 
lending a helping hand. Committee member 
Julie Docker-Johnson said the milestone is 
particularly meaningful considering the com-
munity continued participating throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Ten consecutive years, even through 
COVID, we were part of it,” Docker-Johnson 

For three St. Marys residents who rely on 
public transportation to access medical appoint-
ments, shop for necessities and care for loved 
ones, the town’s decision to withdraw from PC 
Connect at the end of the year is about much 
more than dollars and cents.

It’s about their independence, their health and, 
in some cases, their ability to remain in the com-
munity they call home.

Rhonda Knost, Karen Wood and Nathan Hodg-
son are among those worried about what comes 
next after St. Marys council voted Oct. 13 to end 
its participation in the regional bus service effec-
tive Dec. 31. While council directed staff to in-
vestigate a potential local transportation subsidy, 
the three residents say that does little to address 
their immediate need for affordable, accessible 
transportation to Stratford and London.

For Hodgson, who moved to St. Marys approx-
imately 14 months ago, the stakes are particu-
larly high. Diagnosed with a heart condition in 
April, Hodgson requires ongoing monitoring and 
medical appointments in Stratford and London 
as he awaits heart surgery.

“It’s a matter of life and death,” Hodgson said. 
“I have to go to London and Stratford. How am I 
going to get there?”

Without PC Connect, Hodgson estimates a 
round-trip taxi ride to Stratford could cost ap-
proximately $120, an expense he cannot afford 

PC Connect riders 
fear losing access to 
medical care, loved 
ones as St. Marys 
prepares to withdraw 
from service

WITH GREAT COSTUMES COME GREAT CANDY
Aiden and Colton as Spider-Man and Darth Vader during the St. Marys Downtown Business Associ-
ation’s annual trick-or-treating event Oct. 31. See more photos on page 10.

(EMILY STEWART PHOTO)

Giving Tuesday St. Marys celebrates 10 
years of generosity with return of ‘Won’t 
You Be My Neighbour’ campaign

CONTINUED TO PAGE 8CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor
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said.
The Won’t You Be My Neighbour 

theme was introduced following the pan-
demic to help rebuild connections be-
tween neighbours, particularly as new 
residents moved into St. Marys. Since 
then, the campaign has inspired every-
thing from charitable fundraising initia-
tives to neighbourhood projects that bring 
residents together around shared causes.

Last year, for example, residents of one 
neighbourhood came together to care for 
a stray cat before organizing a fundraiser 
and collecting supplies for Feline Friends, 
a local animal rescue organization.

The campaign has also grown consid-
erably.

According to Docker-Johnson, ap-
proximately 70 businesses, organiza-
tions, neighbourhoods and individuals 
organized Giving Tuesday initiatives last 
year, collecting thousands of pounds of 
food, Christmas gifts and financial dona-
tions for local causes.

However, she emphasized that giving 
back doesn’t have to involve money or 
elaborate fundraising activities.

“It’s not a make-work project for any-
body,” she said. “Yes, there is some work 
involved. However, what you get back is 
way more than any of the work that you 
put in.”

This year, the committee has reached 
out to organizations that benefited from 

previous campaigns to identify their spe-
cific needs, making it easier for residents 
to find meaningful ways to contribute.

Examples include collecting supplies 

for the library’s food pantry, purchasing 
gift cards for outreach workers to distrib-
ute to those in need or volunteering ex-
pertise and time to community initiatives 
such as the Community Commons capital 

campaign.
The committee is also continuing last 

year’s Caught You Giving initiative, 
which recognizes individuals, business-
es and organizations already making a 
difference throughout the year. Dock-
er-Johnson said sharing those stories 
helps inspire others who may want to vol-
unteer or contribute but aren’t sure where 
to begin.

“Sometimes there’s people who would 
love to help, but they don’t know how 
and nobody’s ever asked them,” she said.

The committee hopes residents will 
share their planned Giving Tuesday activ-
ities, as well as acts of generosity already 
taking place, so they can be recognized 
and promoted throughout the community.

After all, Docker-Johnson said, Giv-
ing Tuesday is about much more than a 
single day of charitable giving. It’s about 
strengthening connections, welcoming 
newcomers and helping people discover 
the many opportunities to make a differ-
ence in St. Marys.

Residents, businesses, service clubs, 
schools and community organizations are 
encouraged to submit their Giving Tues-
day initiatives and stories of generosity to 
Docker-Johnson by Nov. 17 at jdocker-
johnson@gmail.com. Residents can also 
email Docker-Johnson for ideas around 
how to give as part of this year’s cam-
paign.

For more information, visit the St. 
Marys Giving Tuesday Facebook page.

Giving Tuesday St. Marys celebrates 10 years of generosity 
with return of ‘Won’t You Be My Neighbour’ campaign

Julie Docker-Johnson and the Giving Tuesday St. Marys committee are encouraging locals 
to share their acts of generosity leading up to the 10th annual Giving Tuesday in St. Marys 
on Dec. 1. Those who share their acts of giving by Nov. 17 will have their good deeds dis-
played in the “Caught You Giving” window at Meridian Credit Union in downtown St. Marys 
and in the St. Marys Independent to help inspire others to give.

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)
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Belonging
Enabling connection, building 
community, enhancing lives

  life@queensviewrc.ca   queensviewrc.ca 
70 King Edward Street, Paris

Call us to  
book your visit
226-457-0682

At Queensview, we offer personalized, attentive care in a 
warm, welcoming community where your needs are met, 
your choices respected, and your family always welcome.

Now offering short-term stays, respite and 
convalescent care.

Ask us how you could 
save thousands. 

Live in the main 
residence with care 
and enjoy up to 
2 months rent-free

$50Save up to
and enjoy 7 digital packages
at no additional cost for one month!

1-800-265-4983 | WWW.QUADRO.NET1-800-265-4983 | WWW.QUADRO.NET1-800-265-4983 | WWW.QUADRO.NET
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For more than 100 years, the Rotary 
Club of St. Marys has been making a dif-
ference in the community. Now, through 
a new initiative called Rotary Partners, 
the club is inviting individuals and fam-
ilies to become part of that continuing 
story.

Community impact is the story of Rota-
ry in action. Some of that work is highly 
visible, while much of it happens quietly 
through projects, programs and service, 
the benefits of which continue long after 
the work itself is complete.

In 1926, Rotary presented Cadzow 
Park, including a children’s swimming 
pool, to the Town of St. Marys. Gener-
ations of families enjoyed the park, and 
when the original pool reached the end 
of its life, Rotary worked with the town 
to create the Rotary Splash Pad, which 
opened in 2018.

In the early 1980s, Rotary mem-
bers helped lead the development of 
Parkview, providing an opportunity for 
seniors to remain in their community. 
Today, Parkview continues to provide 
homes for 64 seniors.

Rotary’s commitment to young peo-
ple extends well beyond St. Marys. 
Since 1972, the club’s Youth Exchange 
program has welcomed students from 
around the world while providing local 
students with opportunities to experience 
life in other countries.

Education is a cornerstone of youth de-
velopment in Africa. The Rotary Club of 
St. Marys’ work with Mugoiri Secondary 
School in Kenya has helped provide es-
sential facilities, computers and educa-
tional opportunities, while also support-
ing the creation of a vocational school in 
Uganda.

These are just a few examples of what 
can happen when people work together to 
identify needs and create opportunities.

Building on a tradition of working 
together

Working together has always been at 
the heart of Rotary. Throughout its his-
tory, the club has worked alongside in-
dividuals, families, businesses, volun-
teers and community organizations to 
strengthen St. Marys and make a positive 
difference beyond its borders.

The new Community Partners program 
builds on that tradition by providing in-
dividuals and families with a way to sup-
port Rotary’s work throughout the year.

Community Partners make an annual 
financial contribution, helping Rotary 
respond to community needs, support 
young people, strengthen local initiatives 
and continue projects that create lasting 
community impact.

Five suggested Partner levels begin at 
$25 annually, making participation ac-
cessible to people throughout the com-
munity. Partners receive recognition ac-
cording to their chosen level, and eligible 

charitable contributions receive official 
tax receipts.

But Community Partners is about more 
than a financial contribution. It is about 
belonging to a growing network of peo-
ple who believe that working together 
can make a lasting difference.

Become part of the story
Community impact doesn’t happen by 

chance. It happens because people care 
about their community and choose to be-
come involved.

The Rotary Club of St. Marys invites 
individuals and families to learn more 
about Community Partners and the op-
portunities to participate.

Information about the program, Partner 
levels and recognition opportunities is 
available at rotarystmarys.ca.

Questions are welcome through the 
website or by email at partners@rotarys-
tmarys.ca.

Together, we can do more.

COMMUNITY

St. Marys Independent

143 Queen Street E., St. Marys, ON, PO Box 2310 N4X 1A2
info@stmarysindependent.com | 519.284.0041 | granthaven.com

Restoring small-town 
journalism, one community 

at a time!

Publisher
Stewart Grant • stew@granthaven.com

Regional Editor
Galen Simmons • galen@granthaven.com

Graphic Design / Sales Inquiries
Tyler Carruthers • info@stmarysindependent.com

Business Development
Heather Dunbar • heather@granthaven.com

Billing Administrator
Cindy Boakes • boakescindy1576@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant
Wendy Lamond • wendylamond74@gmail.com

Contributors
June Grant, Spencer Seymour, Emily Stewart, Jake Grant, 
Mary Smith, Nancy Abra, Lauren Eedy, Paul Knowles, Amy 

Cubberley, Laura McAsh, Alona Vasylieva, Nancy Bickell

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

“Overheard at The Coffee Shop”, call 519.284.0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Sponsored by:

201 Queen St. E, St. Marys, ON 519.284.4555

Overheard
AT THE COFFEE SHOP

Shorts weather in 
November is so 

weird. Should we be 
worried?

You know you’re a 
hockey mom when you 

have memorized the 
routes to every Tim 

Horton’s!

395 Queen Street West, 
St. Marys, ON 519.284.2566

SPONSORED BY:

AUTO PARTS
RADARRADAR

Thoughts
OF THE WEEK

Start the day with one 
kind thought and let 
the day grow from 

there.

Difficult roads often 
lead to beautiful 

destinations.

No matter how hard 
today was, tomorrow is 
a new day to start over.

Don’t burn bridges. 
You never know when 
you need to walk over 

that river again. 

 Quote of the Week

“Growing up in St. Marys, I never imagined I’d have the privilege of 
serving as mayor. I’m grateful for the trust people placed in me, and 
I’ll work hard to earn it every day. Whether we’ve known each other 
for years or haven’t met yet, I want you to feel comfortable stopping 
me for a conversation. That’s where good local government starts.”

- Brogan Aylward on being newly elected as incoming mayor 
for St. Marys

Rotary Invites the community to become part of its next chapter

Bravo Boo

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to be considered. Bravos and Boos are submitted by community 
members and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

We have 4 Bravos this week
1) Bravo to the downtown businesses who treated 
the kids on Halloween day. The costumes, the kids, 
the parents and even the dogs, what a sight. Also, 
Bravo to the drivers who were so patient and driving 
so slowly and carefully during this event. Hey! Only in 
St. Marys, right?
2) Bravo to Krystal Leppington, Cheryl Smith & 
volunteer team for organizing an amazing Pumpkin 
Walk at South Perth Centennial Public School last 
Thursday evening. Walking through the arboretum’s 
path lined with glowing jack-o-lanterns was magical. 
3) Bravo to the St. Marys Horticultural Society’s Garden 
volunteers for all of your hard work this season to 
make our six gardens around town beautiful - the 
Legion garden, St. Marys Museum garden, Hospital 
Gazebo garden, Peace garden, mini-Pollinator garden 
along walkway & Centennial Park garden.
4) Bravo to the parent volunteers with multiple 
children in sports who work on their own time 
and pay out of pocket to help the community raise 
confident young people. It’s not an easy thing to 
balance and can at times be thankless.

We have 1 Boo this week
1) Boo to the young couple who saw fit on Nov. 2 to 
go into the United Church and enjoy supper while 
leaving their poor, defenceless, beige puppy all 
alone and tied to a tree on the North Side of Church 
with a Tim Horton’s cup of water. Your dog was 
distressed and scared and barking, disturbing the 
neighbourhood, all while you two filled your bellies. 
Shame on you!

ROTARY CLUB OF ST. MARYS

Contributed Article
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STONETOWNSTONETOWN  
CRIERCRIER
STONETOWN 
CRIER The latest municipal news

from the Town of St. Marys

Contact us
519-284-2340 
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca

SHOWER PROGRAM

This program provides free showers to those
in need. Showers are private, secure and

accessible for individuals of all abilities.

Pyramid Recreation Centre 

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Learn more: townofstmarys.com/parking

COMMUNITY GRANT APPLICATION
We can help your community project grow! 

The Community Grant Program applications are
live. This program provides funding for programs,

projects, activities and events that enrich the
community and advance Council’s strategic

goals. Applications close November 30  th

townofstmarys.com/grants

ST. MARYS CRAFT SHOW
November 21 | 9 AM - 3PM

Questions? (519) 284-3272

The Friendship Centre’s annual Craft Show is back
at the PRC!  Shop from over 60 talented vendors

featuring nearly 100 tables of handcrafted
treasures from home décor and jewelry to festive
gifts and treats. It’s the perfect place to start your

holiday shopping while supporting local makers!

STRONG AS STONE NOMINATIONS OPENSPORTS WALL OF FAME INDUCTION
CEREMONY

Town of St. Marys is hosting the third 
annual Sports Wall of Fame induction
ceremony. This event will be held at the Pyramid 
Recreation Centre (317 James St. S) and will
recognize the 2026 class of inductees. 

Learn more: townofstmarys.com/sportswall

November  7 |  2PM | Pyramid Recreation Centre

FLIXBUS SERVING ST. MARYS
Residents can hop on board and travel to
Stratford, Kitchener, Toronto Pearson Airport
and Union Station, and London. This is a
comfortable, flexible way to stay connected —
whether you’re commuting, visiting family, or
planning your next trip.

Learn more: townofstmarys.com/flixbus

BE IN THE KNOW! Get the Latest Edition 
Delivered Straight to Your Inbox!

granthaven.com/st-marys-independent

St. Marys Independent
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1. What are the two birthstones for 
November?
2. What is the more common name for the 
Fibonacci sequence?
3. What is the color of liquid oxygen?
4. What is the largest power plant in 
Canada?
5. In what year did Korea split?
6. What is a popular 1990’s slang for very 
short cutoff jeans?
7. What is a full moon in November called?
8. What kind of stone is the Taj Mahal made 
of?
9. What are the small bones that make up a 
backbone called?
10. What continent is Andorra in?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 39

WEEKEND QUIZ
By Jake Grant

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, contact us at 519.284.0041 or 

info@stmarysindependent.com.

Senior of the Week

Our senior of the week is Bob Cousins. Bob will 
be celebrating his 95th birthday on Nov. 8. He is 
a lifelong resident of St.Marys, living and raising 

his family along with his wife Dale, on Jones Street 
East. He has a joke or a story for every occasion, 
and was known to provide the entertainment by 
playing his guitar and harmonica, and by singing 

country songs. Bob is a big Jays and Leafs fan, and 
can tell you their stats upon request. He worked 

many different jobs, his final one being the deputy 
clerk treasurer and tax collector for the Town of 
St. Marys from 1972 until his retirement in 1992. 
Bob has five children, 12 grandchildren, and 13 
great grandchildren, and is living his best life on 

the third floor at Kingsway Lodge.
Christmas in Downtown St. Marys

NOV 20, 21, 22SHOP. DINE. CELEBRATE. 

MERCHANTS’ OPEN HOUSEMERCHANTS’ OPEN HOUSE

Kick off the weekend with the Santa Claus Parade on Friday!
Spend the weekend shopping and enjoying seasonal food and drinks. Enjoy
horse-drawn carriage rides, visit Santa & Mrs. Claus, and festive surprises.

SPECIAL OFFERS AT PARTICIPATING SHOPS

Enjoy giveaways, special discounts, and other in-store promotions –
with select shops covering the tax of your purchase!

A Christmas Inn, Maine author 
Aaron Kyte thankful for support 
ahead of library’s Local Author Talk

The St. Marys Public Library will host a Local Author 
Talk event to ask A Christmas Inn, Maine author Aaron 
Kyte about his debut novel.

The library will host the discussion on Nov. 26 at the 
Friendship Centre’s multipurpose room on Nov. 26 start-
ing at 7 p.m. Attendees will have a chance to learn more 
about the book, the inspiration behind it, the writing pro-
cess and what’s next for the author.

“The library’s been really supportive. They brought in 
some copies of my book, and I’ve been in their new book 
newsletter email. It’s been so nice,” Kyte said. “It’s go-
ing to be a fun chance to talk about the book and have a 
cozy winter gathering later in November.”

A Christmas Inn, Maine is a queer holiday romance 
about a former book editor who tries to strengthen his 
family’s struggling inn, and the contractor he meets. The 
book was just released this October, and already, Kyte 
is getting lots of positive feedback and reviews, photos 
from his friends of his book on the Indigo bestseller’s 
shelves in stores and books being sent as far as Japan.

“For me, holiday season doesn’t really kick in until 
November and even later on in November, so the fact 
that there are people already engaging with the book and 

feeling kind enough to share the feedback with me is 
already pretty exciting,” he said.

Kyte and his partner moved to St. Marys five years ago 
and have felt tremendous support from the community.

“We’ve gotten pretty involved; I belong to a bunch 
of book clubs. I’ve taken pottery classes. I’ve done 
lots of different activities and engagements around the 
town and it’s really cool to see how people show up for 
each other,” said Kyte. “Not just me, but it’s nice to be 
part of community where people know what’s going on 
with you, and know your name, and know you and care 
enough to step out of their normal routines and support.”

The St. Marys Public Library’s Local Author Talks in-
form residents about authors in the area and bring the 
community together around books.

“It’s a great connector among our residents and we’ve 
had the fortune of a lot of really good authors come over 
the years,” said Sarah Andrews, CEO of the St. Marys 
Public Library. “It’s exciting and fun to listen to authors 
speak about their writing craft and the characters they 
create and how these books come together, which gives 
them a front seat to the creative process but also it ex-
poses them to new authors.”

The Local Author Talk is free to those 16 and older. 
Registration is online via https://tinyurl.com/localau-
thor-aaronkyte.

EMILY STEWART

Independent Reporter

BE IN THE KNOW! Get the Latest Edition 
Delivered Straight to Your Inbox!

granthaven.com/st-marys-independent

St. Marys Independent
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The Town of St. Marys Fire Department 
is recognizing Carbon Monoxide Aware-
ness Week, Nov. 1-7, by encouraging res-
idents to take steps to protect themselves 
and their families from carbon monoxide 
(CO), an invisible, odourless and taste-
less gas that can cause serious illness or 
death within minutes.

Carbon monoxide is produced when 
fuels such as natural gas, propane, oil, 
wood, or charcoal burn incompletely. 
Common household sources include 
furnaces, fireplaces, water heaters, fu-
el-burning stoves, attached garages and 
portable generators.

“Carbon monoxide is often called the 
silent killer because you can’t see it, 
smell it, or taste it,” said St. Marys Fire 
Chief Phil West in a press release. “The 
good news is that simple steps, such as in-
stalling and maintaining working carbon 
monoxide alarms and having fuel-burn-
ing appliances inspected annually, can 
help protect your family from this pre-
ventable hazard.”

Ontario law requires carbon monoxide 
alarms in homes that contain a fuel-burn-
ing appliance, fireplace, attached garage, 
or direct heat from a fuel-burning appli-
ance. Alarms must be installed outside 
sleeping areas and on every storey of the 

home where required. Property owners 
and landlords are responsible for ensur-
ing alarms are installed and maintained in 
good working order.

The St. Marys Fire Department en-
courages residents to:

• Test carbon monoxide alarms month-
ly.

• Replace alarm batteries at least once 
a year, or when the low-battery warning 
sounds.

• Replace carbon monoxide alarms 
according to the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions, typically every five to 10 years.

• Have fuel-burning appliances, vents 
and chimneys inspected annually by a 
qualified technician.

• Keep outdoor vents clear of snow, ice, 
leaves, nests, and other debris.

• Never use BBQs, camp stoves, pro-
pane heaters, or generators indoors, in-
cluding in garages.

Symptoms of carbon monoxide expo-
sure can include headaches, dizziness, 
nausea and flu-like symptoms. If a carbon 
monoxide alarm sounds, everyone should 
move outside to fresh air immediately 
and call 911.

For more information about carbon 
monoxide safety, visit the town’s website 
at townofstmarys.com/CO add the town’s 
Facebook page (@st.marys.ontario), or 
contact Chris St. Clair, fire prevention of-
ficer, at 519-284-2340 ext. 301.

The Town of St. Marys is reminding 
residents that raking, depositing or piling 
leaves on the roadway is prohibited under 
the town’s traffic and parking bylaw. 

Leaf piles can slow street-sweeping 
operations and make it more difficult 
for town crews to efficiently clean local 
streets.  Residents who place leaves or 
other yard waste on the roadway may be 
subject to fines and may also be respon-
sible for costs associated with removing 
the material.

Residents are asked to keep leaves on 
their property until they can be properly 
disposed of. The town provides several 
convenient options:

• Curbside collection: Leaves must be 
placed in kraft-style brown paper yard 

waste bags or reusable containers weigh-
ing less than 22 kilograms and placed at 
the curb by 7 a.m. on scheduled collection 
days. Loose leaves placed on the street or 
boulevard will not be collected.

• Municipal Operations Centre: Leaf 
and yard waste can be dropped off year-
round, free of charge, at 408 James St. 
S. The depot is open seven days a week 
from dawn to dusk.

• St. Marys Landfill: Leaf and yard 
waste can also be dropped off year-round, 
free of charge.

Keeping leaves off the roadway helps 
town crews complete street sweeping 
more efficiently and keeps local streets 
clear.

For collection dates, disposal require-
ments and more information, visit town-
ofstmarys.com/yardwaste.

Carbon Monoxide 
Awareness Week, Nov. 1-7: 
Protect your family from 
the silent killer

Town reminds residents 
to keep collected leaves off 
roadways
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on a regular basis.
“You can’t afford it, you can’t go,” he 

said, explaining that he fears missing nec-
essary medical appointments.

Hodgson said access to PC Connect was 
among the reasons he felt comfortable 
moving to St. Marys in the first place.

“It’s a beautiful town,” he said. “So 
now it’s like you’re left kind of high and 
dry. Where do I go from here?”

For Wood, the loss of transportation 
threatens both her ability to volunteer 
at Stratford’s Emily Murphy Centre and 
regularly visit her mother, who lives with 
dementia at Spruce Lodge.

“My mom is also at Spruce Lodge; very 
dependent on me,” Wood said. “She has 
dementia, doesn’t know who I am, but 
recognizes my face sometimes.”

Wood provides her mother with cloth-
ing and other necessities, making regular 
visits essential.

“Now, is she going to die alone because 
I can’t get there?” she asked.

Wood, who uses a mobility scooter, 
said conventional taxis are not a practical 
alternative because they cannot necessar-
ily accommodate her equipment. She also 
worries about the affordability and acces-
sibility of FlixBus, which recently began 
serving St. Marys.

Even if she could use FlixBus, Wood 
estimates the cost of visiting her mother 
once a week could reach $200 a month.

“I understand if the town can’t afford 
it,” she said. “But there’s no reason why 
they can’t find something to substitute, to 
help cover the loss instead of just leaving 
us high and dry.”

Wood is now exploring relocating to 
Stratford, where she would have great-
er access to public transit, shopping and 
medical care.

Knost faces similar challenges. Al-
though she has only used PC Connect 
twice, she said that is largely because of 
ongoing problems with the bus’s wheel-
chair lift, which she alleges has prevented 
her from boarding with her scooter.

“I would use it more, but it’s not acces-
sible for me and I can’t walk,” she said.

Knost said she has repeatedly raised 
concerns about accessibility with the ser-
vice provider without a satisfactory res-
olution. She also questioned whether St. 
Marys and Area Mobility Service could 
realistically fill the gap, describing ex-

periences in which she was charged for 
the time between being dropped off and 
picked up from medical appointments.

On one occasion, she said a trip to 
Stratford General Hospital resulted in a 
bill exceeding $80 because she was un-
able to arrange an earlier pickup.

Amber Miners, manager of St. Marys 
and Area Mobility Service, said the or-
ganization provides specialized, door-to-
door transportation tailored to individual 
mobility needs, with medical trips billed 
at a subsidized per-kilometre rate.

However, she explained that wait-time 
charges may apply when a vehicle and 
paid driver must remain available during 
an appointment.

“Without reviewing the specific details 
of an individual’s booking, I can say that 
out-of-town trips are not always as simple 
as a pickup and drop-off,” Miners said.

She said transportation arrangements 
and costs are discussed with clients when 
bookings are made, and the organization 
works to keep fees affordable despite lim-
ited resources.

While the service has operated since 
1992, Miners stressed it was never de-
signed or funded to replace regional pub-
lic transit.

“Transportation needs are not one-size-

fits-all,” she said, noting public transit, 
specialized transportation and volunteer 
programs serve different populations.

Meanwhile, FlixBus says its existing 
St. Marys service could provide some al-
ternatives for residents travelling to Strat-
ford and London.

According to a Flix North America 
spokesperson, coaches are equipped with 
wheelchair lifts and securement spaces, 
and passengers can reserve accessible 
seating when booking. Residents trav-
elling with mobility scooters are en-
couraged to contact customer service to 
confirm whether their equipment can be 
accommodated.

Beginning Dec. 7, FlixBus will add a 
second daily departure in each direction, 
with service operating seven days a week.

Eastbound buses will leave St. Marys at 
7:55 a.m. and 2:55 p.m., connecting pas-
sengers to Stratford, Kitchener, Guelph 
and Toronto. Westbound departures to 
London will leave at 11:20 a.m. and 5:15 
p.m.

Fares to Stratford start at approximately 
$6, though passengers must book at least 
two hours in advance because St. Marys 
is an on-demand stop.

However, the spokesperson acknowl-
edged FlixBus is an intercity service and 

cannot provide a dedicated local shuttle 
between St. Marys and Stratford.

St. Marys contributed approximately 
$150,000 to PC Connect this year. Be-
tween Jan. 1 and Sept. 29, the service re-
corded 818 pickups and 843 drop-offs in 
town.

Council had the option of using remain-
ing municipal reserves to extend service 
until March 31, 2027, while awaiting a 
decision on provincial funding, but ulti-
mately chose to withdraw.

One community organization is already 
proposing a potential Band-Aid solution.

Dr. Geza Wordofa, executive direc-
tor of the Multicultural Association of 
Perth-Huron, said the organization is pre-
pared to coordinate volunteer drivers to 
help newcomers and vulnerable residents 
access medical appointments, groceries 
and essential services.

The association is seeking municipal 
support through gas cards, transportation 
vouchers or access to community vehi-
cles.

“Transportation is about health, in-
dependence and staying connected. By 
working together, we can help ensure no 
one in our community is left isolated,” 
Wordofa said.

He noted St. Marys’ growing popula-
tion, including newcomers and residents 
relocating from larger centres, makes 
transportation an increasingly important 
issue.

The association is encouraging resi-
dents interested in transportation assis-
tance to call 888-308-6274.

For Wood, Knost and Hodgson, any 
solution must be affordable, accessible 
and practical.

The residents suggested a smaller ser-
vice offering one or two daily return trips 
between St. Marys and Stratford could 
meet many of their needs.

Wood said even paying $15 for a return 
trip would be manageable compared to 
the alternatives.

“It doesn’t need to be three times a 
day,” she said.

For Knost, the solution must also ac-
commodate mobility scooters without 
charging passengers for hours spent at-
tending appointments.

“I don’t mind if they pick you up at nine 
o’clock and don’t come back and get you 
until three,” she said. “That’s fine. I can 
fill the time. Just don’t charge me for it.”

PC Connect riders fear losing access to medical care, 
loved ones as St. Marys prepares to withdraw from service

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later appointment times 
three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

ST. MARYS FARMERS' MARKET ST. MARYS FARMERS' MARKET 
Pyramid Centre pop-up

winter market 

Saturday, November 7 
8 a.m. to noon    
317 James St. S. 

Enjoy the tastes of spring and
summer as winter approaches!

Rhonda Knost, Karen Wood and Nathan Hodgson, each of whom rely on public transit to 
get to and from Stratford and London for medical appointments, shopping and to care for 
family, are speaking out after St. Marys council opted to withdraw the town from the PC 
Connect regional transit program, leaving them with few, if any, affordable and accessible 
transit options.

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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New exhibit opens at 
Station Gallery featuring 
the Art of Nancy Calder

On Saturday, a new exhibit featur-
ing works by Stratford’s Nancy Calder 
opened at the Station Gallery and will run 
until Dec. 12.

Calder is an award-winning realist art-
ist. She started her art studies with fig-
ure drawing classes and progressed from 
graphite and charcoal drawings to oil 

paint. Calder, who attended Toronto’s 
Academy of Realist Art, graduated in 
2013 and then stayed on for two years at 
the school as their first female instructor.

She then left to pursue painting as 
her full-time career and in 2017, Calder 
moved to Stratford. Her paintings are 
based on everyday objects used to create 
memories. For example, a vintage hat can 
be placed in such a way where it takes 
on renewed significance of the past. With 

use of oil paints, Calder brilliantly cap-
tures texture and surface variations of or-
dinary items.

Calder has also included a touch of hu-
mour in her art, like the painting that is 
named “Bella Keeper of the Butter Tarts.”

Her works are influenced by Caravag-
gio, Vermeer and Rembrandt.

Taking approximately two years to 
complete the 10 pieces in her exhibit, 
Calder often will paint items at actual 

scale and begins each one through a pre-
liminary drawing and successive layers 
of oil paint.

Every art enthusiast will take away 
something different when viewing 
Calder’s captivating paintings. Calder’s 
collection can also be viewed on the Sta-
tion Gallery website at www.stmaryssta-
tiongallery.ca.

Station Gallery hours are Wednesday to 
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Calder’s art is based on everyday objects used to create memories. (WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Viewers at the opening took their time taking in each painting. (WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Artist Nancy Calder took a moment for a photo at the opening of her exhibit, running now at 
the Station Gallery until Dec. 12.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter

COMMUNITY CARE – IT’S WHAT WE BELIEVE IN.

Children’s eyes grow fast, and prescriptions can rapidly 
change. MiYOSMART® isn't just regular eyewear—it’s 
advanced lens technology scientifically designed to slow 
down nearsightedness in kids.
• Kids MiYOSMART® Packages for $499
• Custom-fitted for active St. Marys youth
Clear vision today. Better vision protection for tomorrow. 
For every frame sold, we donate $2 to support local          
St. Marys causes.

SLOWER PRESCRIPTION 
CHANGES. 
CLEARER FUTURES.

Book online at www.stmarysoptometry.ca 
or call us at 519.284.4144  •  766 Queen St E, St Marys ON.
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CLICK ON THE 
QR CODE 
TO VIEW 

THE PROPERTY

70690 McTaggart Line, Exeter
Prime location on a paved road just

 outside of Exeter. 81 Acres workable. 
Picturesque building site with

 ponds and trees.

TENDERS DUE BY 12 NOON ON 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2026

GREG DODDS
Owner/Broker of Record  
226-377-2093  
GDODDS@GREGDODDSREALTOR.CA

PAT O’ROURKE
Sales Representative  
519-871-7487  
PAT@EXETERFORSALE.COM

Closing Date: December 18, 2026

100 ACRE FARM FOR 
SALE BY TENDER
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St. Marys haunted by trick-or-treaters on Halloween

The streets of downtown St. Marys 
were bustling with businesses owners, 
staff, pets, and trick-or-treaters of all ages 
dressed in a variety of costumes on Hal-
loween.

The St. Marys Downtown Business As-
sociation held its annual trick-or-treating 
event several hours before door-to-door 

trick or treating began. 
“They put in a lot of effort to make 

sure that all the stores are welcoming for 
all the kids,” said Kelly Deeks-Johnson, 
tourism and events manager for the town 
of St. Marys. “It’s a really nice way to in-
troduce families to downtown and some 
of the shops and services we have avail-
able, and meet our local merchants.”

Deeks-Johnson was impressed with the 
turnout for this year’s Halloween event.

“The turnout this year has been stellar 
and my conversations with some of the 
businesses is that they ran out of candy 
fairly early as a surprise, but I think that 
maybe has to do with the fact that we’re 
having some beautiful weather today,” 
she said.

The annual Howl-O-Ween Pet Parade 
and Costume contest, sponsored by Pet 
Valu, was also held outside of St. Marys 
Town Hall. The event was started so 

downtown St. Marys could be promoted 
as a pet-friendly area.

“Pet Valu has supported the event for 
the last three years and they bring lots of 
great treats for the pets and do a lot to 
help us make this happen,” Deeks-John-
son said. “It’s a fun event for everybody 
to come down and dress up their pets, and 
some of them get dressed up with their 
pets, which is even better.”

EMILY STEWART

Independent Reporter

What started out as a way to honour Co-
hen Frayne’s memory has turned into an 
annual tradition that brings out the kind-
ness and generosity of our community.

For the 13th year, the Tree of Angels 
will once again be on display in the lobby 
of St. Marys Memorial Hospital this hol-
iday season. On Nov. 12, the tree will be 
put up and locals can drop off donations 
of new, unwrapped gifts.

Donations can include any new, unused 
items such as toys, clothing, electronics, 
gift cards, personal care items and other 
thoughtful gifts. The first delivery date to 

the Salvation Army for donated items will 
be Dec. 11 as the Salvation Army will be 
preparing to distribute for Christmas the 
following week.

However, the Fraynes will continue 
collecting donations right through until 
Christmas with final delivery to the Sal-
vation Army closer to Christmas Day.

“Knowing that Cohen’s memory con-
tinues to inspire others to give back to our 
community means so much to our fami-
ly,” Colleen Frayne said.

The difference a donation can make for 
local families can be life changing and 
can make a big impact, especially at this 
time of year. Every donation is greatly 
appreciated.

Tree of Angels returning in 
memory of Cohen Frayne

Harlan Frayne and parents Colleen and Scott Frayne share pictures of the Tree of Angels 
throughout the last 13 years in memory of son and brother Cohen Frayne. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter

Hannah, Winnie, Jessica, Rosie the dog and Glenn Lee-Warne had a mish-mash of costumes 
– an angel, a devil, milk and cookies, and a banana. 

(EMILY STEWART PHOTO)

Oliver dressed in his finest royalty. (EMILY STEWART PHOTO)

Emma and Kate Atkins as princesses. (EMILY STEWART PHOTO)Hazel as a bumblebee. (EMILY STEWART PHOTO)
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925 Queen Street E., St. Marys, ON  •  N4X 1A6  
Phone: 519.284.3380  •  smbc@homehardware.ca

SAVE 25%

BEAUTITONE RUST COAT
WAS $31.99 NOW $23.97

Until November 4

We Have 
Temporarily Moved

As of November 2, 2026 our office has 
temporarily relocated to 505 James  

St. S. St. Marys while renovations are 
being completed at our main office.

21 Wellington St. N., St. Marys, ON
519.284.3640  |  P.O. Box 610 N4X 1B4

ST. MARYS

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library of 
Canada is a free book gifting program 

devoted to inspiring a love of reading in 
the hearts of children everywhere.

To learn more of to register 
a child visit our website. 
stmarysimaginationlibrary.com

DCVI holds annual Post-Secondary Pathway Fair

On Tuesday, Oct. 27, St Marys DCVI 
held its annual Post-Secondary Pathway 
Fair, providing information to help stu-
dents transition to university, college, ap-
prenticeships, or into the workplace after 
high school. 

The very popular event consists of two 
information sessions; one for the Ontario 
Youth Apprenticeship Program (OYAP) 
and one to provide information on how to 
apply to colleges and universities. They 
also provide information regarding spe-
cial dates for applying, support resources, 
financial aid, campus life and what the 
next steps are. 

The Post-Secondary Pathway Fair was 
held in the large gym with 29 booths set 
up from a variety of colleges and univer-
sities as well as the Naval Reserve, Leads 
Employment Services, the Centre for Ed-
ucation and Learning and OYAP.  Attend-
ing this year were the following;

• Brock University
• Ontario Tech University
• University of Windsor
• TTG
• OYAP/SHSM
• University of Guelph
• University Humber
• Lambton College
• Georgian College
• Perth County Economic Development
• Leads Employment Services

• Centre for Education & Learning
• Fanshawe College
• Carleton University
• University of Waterloo
• Centennial College
• University of Toronto
• Wilfrid Laurier University
• Conestoga College
• Lakehead University
• Niagara College
• Queen’s University
• Fleming College
• Naval Reserve
• York University
• Trent University
• King’s University
• Huron University
• Sault College

Principal Petra Goetz said she is a 
strong believer in the Pathways program. 

“Events like this empower students 
to ask questions, make connections and 
begin planning confidently for life after 
high school. I am incredibly proud of the 
time and effort our student-services staff 
and community partners have invested in 
making this event a reality,” Goetz said.  

“Now in its third year, the Post-Sec-
ondary Pathway Fair has become an in-
valuable resource for our students, help-
ing them explore opportunities and make 
informed decisions about their future. 
The continued growth and success of this 
event reflects our shared commitment to 
supporting every student’s pathway to 
success.” 

Ethan Henderson and mom Becky Henderson met with 
Jessica Chateauvert, Avon Maitland District School Board 
(AMDSB) Pathways coordinator and Specialist High Skills 
Major board lead, to discuss options for an apprenticeship.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)
Aubrey Cousineau, Emma Hodkinson, Regan Jones and 
Holly Black were busy collecting information from a variety 
of schools to learn about post-secondary school options at 
St. Marys DCVI’s Post-Secondary Pathway Fair.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Ashlyn Stewardson and mom Meagan Stewardson get some 
information from the Queen’s University representative. 

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter



St. Marys Independent 12 Thursday, November 5, 2026

 

 

South Perth Centennial holds annual Pumpkin Walk

On Thursday, Oct. 29, students and 
teachers from South Perth Centennial 
School welcomed family, friends and the 
public to the school where they shared 
their pumpkin-carving and decorating 
skills at their annual Pumpkin Walk.

Guests to the event were given a ballot 
on arrival that they use to vote on their 
favourite carving. Categories are split by 
grades and into either decorated pump-
kins for the younger grades and carved 
pumpkins for the older grades. The paint-
ed and decorated pumpkins were on tables 
in the school, while the carved pumpkins 
were lit and placed along the trail in the 
school’s arboretum.

There were also many draw prizes avail-
able to win, snacks and drinks, games for 
the kids and Halloween music to add to 
the ambience of the night.

The winners of the night are as follows:
• Category A Pumpkins - decorated in 

kindergarten: Hudson Stephen

• Category B Pumpkins - carved Grade 
1: Brooke Nairn

• Category C Pumpkins - decorated 

Grade 2&3: Brooklyn Stephen
• Category D Pumpkins - carved Grade 

3&4: Vivian Carradine

• Category E Pumpkins - carved Grade 
5&6: Theo Shute

• Category F Pumpkins - carved Grade 
7&8: Kassy Van Erk

• Category G Pumpkins - Home Entry: 
Eva Robinson, Grade 3

Organizers of the event would like to 
thank the following sponsors:

• Mike and Lianne Wilson
• Bill and Krystal Leppington
• Eric and Wendy Nethercott
• Shane, Cheryl, Zoe and Hunter Smith
• The Tunks Family
• The Quarry’s Edge
• St. Marys Lincolns
• Country Roots Fresh Market
• St. Marys Independent Grocer
• St. Marys Bowling Lanes
• Canadian Tire
• Jacobs Liquidation
• St. Marys McDonalds
• St. Marys Foodland
• New Orleans Pizza
• River Valley Tube Sliding

Sullivan Shute had a fun night with his family looking at all of the creative pumpkin carvings. 
(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

The pumpkin-lined trail was so festive and full of creative carvings that made it a challenge 
to pick a winner. 

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Kevin Barber, Mya Grose, Jessica Carlberg and Shauna Barber took part in the Pumpkin 
Walk and checked out the carvings by all the talented students. 

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter
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On Sept. 10, Bargain Beautique and 
Maple Lane Park held their annual fash-
ion show.

The show has been going for eight 
years. Cathy Rae of Bargain Beautique 
was invited by Annette Sharp at Maple 
Lane to do a show when Rae first began 
her clothing business. She also invited 
residents of the Maple Lane Park retire-
ment community as well as members of 
the public to participate.

The fashion show takes place in the 
hall at Maple Lane Park. There are usual-
ly five or six models and door prizes for 
those in attendance.

“Every year, I have made a donation 
back to the park based on sales after the 
event, but this year, we decided to do a 
donation to the (Salvation Army) food 
bank and Sharp matched it. We each do-
nated $300,” Rae said.

Bargain Beautique’s next fashion show 
is taking place at Happy Hills Retirement 
Centre on Sunday, Nov. 15, at 2 p.m. and 
it is open to the public.

On Saturday, Nov. 14, starting at 7:30 
p.m., John and Michelle Vallance will be 
sharing their musical talents at a fundrais-
er being held at the Holy Name of Mary 
Church, which is located at the corner of 
Peel and Widder streets in St. Marys. 

The money raised from this concert will 
go towards the construction on the steps 
of the church that needed to be replaced 
for safety reasons.

The music that will be played is from 
Shakespeare’s England and was popular 
throughout the 16th and 17th centuries. It 
spans the Elizabethan and Jacobean eras 
and some of the songs on the program 
were used in between scenes of Shake-
speare’s plays. 

Michelle Vallance will be sharing her 
vocal and harpsichord talents and John 
Vallance will be playing the harpsichord 
and recorders, which were integral to mu-
sic from that era.

The Vallances, who met when they 
were teaching music in Windsor, have 

both been involved with music for many 
years. Michelle Vallance taught music at 
Holy Name of Mary School for rough-
ly 12 years. She is still teaching piano, 
singing and helps high school students 
achieve their music credits. The Vallanc-
es direct the St. Augustine Schola Can-
torum chamber choir at the church and 
John Vallance taught a community-based 
recorder group. 

The couple fell in love with St. Marys 
for its old, beautiful churches and build-
ings, and eventually chose to move to St. 
Marys after they retired.

The concert will last approximately two 
hours. Admission is by a free-will offer-
ing collected at the door. 

The original goal for the stair project 
was to raise $25,000. More than half has 
been raised and paid off. 

The Vallances, who have been direct-
ing music at the Catholic Church for four 
years, look forward to welcoming every-
one for a lovely evening of rich, historic 
music that will transport their audience 
back in time with its interwoven warmth 
and regalness.

A portion of proceeds 
from annual fashion show 
donated to Salvation 
Army Foodbank

Holy Name of Mary Church to host musical fundraiser

Cathy Rae from Bargain Beautique and Annette Sharp from Maple Lane Park donate pro-
ceeds from their annual fashion show to Raelyn Marshall, family services worker from the 
Salvation Army. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

John and Michelle Vallance are looking forward to performing at Holy Name of Mary Church 
in St. Marys on Nov. 14. The musical duo will be sharing their talents to raise funds for the 
church’s stairs that needed to be replaced.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter

 

Maximize Your Return 
Conservative Advice for Intelligent Decisions

Donna L. Hinz

196 Ontario St., Stratford, ON
519.273.1633 • franklinehinz.com

Franklin E. Hinz A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519.284.4390

FUN DAY DARTS

DART LEAGUES

SAUSAGE ON A BUN

Sunday, Nov. 15th - Noon registration

Thurs at 6:45pm | Sat at 12:45 pm

Starts every Thursday from 
Nov. 5th to April - Noon to 1:30pm

MEAT DRAW EVERY FRIDAY AT 6PM | WE SELL NEVADA TICKETS

Oct. 25 - Gail Adams, St. Marys		  $50.00

Oct. 26 - Sebastian D’Amice, Oshawa		  $50.00

Oct. 27 - Mike Thompson, St. Marys		  $50.00

Oct. 28 - Marion Ready, St. Marys		  $50.00

Oct. 29 - Wayne & Rose Priestap, Stratford	 $50.00

Oct. 30 - Jeremy Core, Stratford		  $50.00

Oct. 31 - Jeff Kritler, Stratford 			   $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca 

FOR HALL RENTALS 
CALL 519.271.5343

calendar@optimistclubdownie.ca
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Rannoch Cenotaph rededicated 80 years after Second 
World War soldiers added to memorial

Eighty years after the names of six 
Blanshard Township men who lost their 
lives during the Second World War were 
added to the Rannoch Cenotaph, mem-
bers of the community gathered once 
again to honour their sacrifice and ensure 
their stories are remembered by future 
generations.

The Township of Perth South hosted 
a special rededication ceremony at the 
cenotaph Oct. 25, commemorating the 
80th anniversary of a welcome-home and 
memorial service held July 7, 1946, when 
the names of six fallen soldiers were un-
veiled alongside those who died during 
the First World War and South African 
War.

The ceremony included prayers, the lay-
ing of wreaths, a reading of In Flanders 
Fields by Perth-Wellington MPP Mat-
thew Rae and a tribute from Perth-Wel-
lington MP John Nater, who reflected on 
the history of the memorial and the lives 
behind the names engraved upon it.

“Today, it is our duty to remember those 
names,” Nater said. “And more than that, 
remember that each of these names was 
a real person; a young man from this 
community who would never grow old, 
who never returned home to his parents, 
who never saw his children grow up, who 
never returned to farm the fertile fields of 
Blanshard.”

The Rannoch Cenotaph was original-
ly constructed in 1921 after Blanshard 
Township council passed a bylaw au-
thorizing a memorial to those who died 

during the First World War.
Built by the Hayes Brothers Company 

of St. Marys, the cenotaph features a lone 
soldier standing at attention above the 
names of those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice.

The monument was formally unveiled 
July 9, 1922, and later expanded to recog-
nize six local men killed during the Sec-
ond World War: Gordon W. Barnett, Nor-
man Evans, Alvin Heard, Albert Martin, 
Gordon McKay and Clarence Stevens.

Nater spoke about several of the sol-
diers commemorated on the monument, 
including William Hannaberry, who en-
listed shortly after the outbreak of the 
First World War in 1914.

Hannaberry, who grew up on a nearby 
farm, was killed in France June 15, 1915, 
before reaching his 20th birthday. His 
body was never recovered, and his name 
is among those inscribed on the Canadian 

National Vimy Memorial.
Nater also highlighted the service of 

Second World War soldiers Gordon McK-
ay, a Royal Canadian Air Force member 
who disappeared during a mission be-
tween England and Italy, and Albert Mar-
tin, a member of the Perth Regiment who 
died during the Allied breakthrough of 
the Gothic Line in Italy Sept. 1, 1944.

Seven of the soldiers commemorated 
on the Rannoch Cenotaph have no known 
graves, Nater said, making the monu-
ment particularly important as a perma-
nent place where their sacrifices can be 
remembered.

“For these seven, this cenotaph takes 
on added importance, for it is here their 
names will be forever remembered,” he 
said.

Among those attending Sunday’s cer-
emony were representatives of all three 

Members of the Colour Party from the St. Marys Legion Branch 236 stand with their flags 
during the ceremony.

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)

The Township of Perth South hosted a special rededication ceremony at the Ranonch Ceno-
taph Oct. 25, commemorating the 80th anniversary of a welcome-home and memorial ser-
vice held July 7, 1946, when the names of six fallen soldiers were unveiled alongside those 
who died during the First World War and South African War. Pictured, military re-enactors 
stood at attention around the cenotaph during the ceremony. 

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)

CONTINUED TO PAGE 15

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor
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levels of government, including Nater, 
Rae, Perth County Warden Dean Tren-
towsky and Perth South Mayor Sue Orr.

Each laid a wreath at the memorial, 
while Hannah Seebach laid a wreath on 
behalf of the families of the fallen.

Nater credited Orr with initiating the 
anniversary commemoration and thanked 
the Perth Regiment Veterans Branch 236 
of the Royal Canadian Legion, St. Marys 
Museum and Stratford-Perth Archives for 
their support.

The ceremony also provided an oppor-
tunity to recognize efforts to preserve the 
cenotaph’s history for future generations.

A new historical plaque, expected to be 
installed before Remembrance Day, will 
explain the memorial’s origins, its con-
struction and the subsequent addition of 
the Second World War soldiers’ names.

The plaque will also feature a QR code 
directing visitors to additional historical 
information, helping ensure the stories 
behind the names remain accessible as 
generations pass.

In concluding his tribute, Nater remind-
ed those gathered that while the soldiers 

commemorated on the monument have 
long since passed, their memory lives on 
through the continued efforts of the com-
munity.

“The soldiers listed here are long since 
gone from this world, but they remain,” 
he said. “They remain, and they always 
shall, because we will remember them.”

REMEMBRANCE DAYREMEMBRANCE DAY

Lest We 
Forget
John Nater, MP

PERTH—WELLINGTON

JOHN.NATER@PARL.GC.CA
JOHNNATER.CA • 519-273-1400

Rannoch Cenotaph 
rededicated 80 years after 
Second World War soldiers 
added to memorial

Perth-Wellington MP John Nater reflects on 
the history of the cenotaph and the names of 
the people inscribed on it.

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)

Novemeber 11Novemeber 11thth is is
Remembrance DayRemembrance Day

Lest  We ForgetLest  We Forget
It is a time to honour the fallen, reflect on the It is a time to honour the fallen, reflect on the 
impact of armed conflict, and pay tribute to impact of armed conflict, and pay tribute to 

those who have served and continue to serve those who have served and continue to serve 
our country.our country.

84 Wellington St S Unit 1 & 2, St Marys, ON N4X 1C384 Wellington St S Unit 1 & 2, St Marys, ON N4X 1C3
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Free coffee for Veterans this 
Remembrance Day with gratitude

ST. MARYS
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Lest we forgetRemembrance Day

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES AND 
ALL THOSE WHO HAVE FOUGHT FOR 

OUR FREEDOM.

FROM THE 
TEAM AT

Hours: Mon-Thur 8-5:30, Fri 8-5
402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON 
Ph: 519.284.1302 / Email: info@harrisgreigauto.com  

Personal stories of fallen soldiers highlight this year’s Remembrance Day

Royal Canadian Legion celebrates veterans with 
massive Toronto mural

The Royal Canadian Legion has unveiled four unique-
ly designed murals, each of which tells the story of a 
fallen Canadian service member. 

The featured mural tells the story of Allan “Scotty” 
Davidson who, at just 22 years old, was the captain of 
the Toronto Blueshirts, the team that would become the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. In 1914, he led his team to that 
city’s first Stanley Cup. Five months after that victory, 
he left his team, his career and his home behind to be-
come one of the first professional hockey players to vol-
unteer for the Canadian Expeditionary Force. Serving in 
France and Belgium, accounts describe acts of remark-
able bravery, including rescuing wounded officers and 
fighting on the front lines.

L-Cpl. Davidson was killed in action on June 16, 1915, 
when a shell exploded near him in the trenches. Another 
mural honours him and the more than 120,000 Canadi-
ans who gave their lives in service to our country, whose 
names and stories should never be forgotten.

The mural was unveiled on Oct. 24, the first day of the 
Poppy Campaign. It stands 23 feet tall and 13 feet wide, 
and Davidson was chosen because of his connection to 
Toronto and the fact it was going to be located inside 
Union Station. 

“He and others, their faces and their stories represent 
all Canadians who have died in the line of duty,” said 
Nujma Bond, the Legion’s national communications 
manager. “It encourages people to think about that, to 
remember all of them, connect a little more deeply with 
their personal stories and realize, just like you and I, they 
had lives and hopes and passions.”

The mural is made of about 5,000 sticky notes and 
on those notes are messages from Canadians across the 
country speaking about their gratitude for veterans.

“There are also memories people have of family mem-
bers who served. They are all very personal messages 
and those are what compose that huge mural. It’s quite 
amazing to see it in person but you can get a good sense 
of it online in the photos at www.legion.ca.”

Bond said Canadians will be fascinated to read about 

the stories behind the people in the three other murals.
“It puts a face to the name and helps us tell the story of 

remembrance itself, why we do this and why it is so im-
portant. It all leads back to the freedom we have in Can-

ada today and the ability to live our lives as we wish.”
In addition to local poppy campaigns, the Royal Cana-

dian Legion launched its official Amazon.ca storefront 
on Oct. 25, 2024. The storefront offers lapel poppies, 
available for donations of $2, $5, $10 or $20, red neon 
window poppies, “We Remember” lawn signs and other 
official Remembrance merchandise. 

One hundred per cent of the money raised through pop-
py donations goes directly to the Legion’s Poppy Trust 
Fund to support veterans and their families. More than 
20,000 lapel poppies were distributed through Amazon 
in 2024, and total sales surpassed $200,000. 

New this year is the ability to tap to donate to the 
campaign with a debit card, credit card or digital wallet 
via tap-on-phone. Legion volunteers from participating 
branches can use their own compatible smartphones to 
collect contactless donations.

“This is very exciting. It allows the region to increase 
its reach and as these methods expand across the coun-
try and more branches take part, it means a Legion vol-
unteer who has an app on their phone can potentially 
collect donations anywhere they are; not just at their 
branch, but maybe at the grocery store where someone is 
looking to donate.”

Bond said society is becoming more cashless, though 
there is no plan to eliminate the poppy cash boxes locat-
ed across the country. There are also about 2,000 tap to 
donate boxes available in some areas.  

The Legion’s inaugural year of rolling out the new 
technology is supported by BMO.

“For a century, the poppy has carried a profound prom-
ise; that the sacrifice of Canada’s Veterans will never be 
forgotten,” said Mike Bonner, the head of Canadian per-
sonal and business banking distribution for BMO. 

“BMO is honoured to stand with The Royal Canadi-
an Legion in keeping that promise. Having recently had 
the privilege of addressing delegates in Winnipeg at the 
Legion’s 50th Dominion Convention in celebration of 
their 100th anniversary, I remain humbled by how much 
those in uniform have done and continue to do in service 
to Canada.”

The Legion continues to offer free memberships, 

A new mural unveiled recently at Union Station in Toronto 
features L-Cpl. Allan “Scotty” Davidson who, at just 22 years 
old, was the captain of the Toronto Blueshirts, the team that 
would become the Toronto Maple Leafs. In 1914, he led his 
team to that city’s first Stanley Cup. Five months after that 
victory, he left his team, his career and his home behind 
to become one of the first professional hockey players to 
volunteer for the Canadian Expeditionary Force. Serving in 
France and Belgium, accounts describe acts of remarkable 
bravery, including rescuing wounded officers and fighting 
on the front lines.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

LEE GRIFFI

Independent Reporter

CONTINUED TO PAGE 17
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Remembrance Day

Lest we forget.

LIANNE ROOD
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
M I D D L E S E X - L O N D O N

LIANNEROOD.CA | 1-800-586-4614

Remembrance Day
November 11th

L EST  W E  FO RG ET

WWW.ACTIONHEALTHCARE.CA

ST MARYS
566 Queen St. E.

St Marys, ON  N4X 1A4
Phone: 519-284-4348

Toll Free: 1-833-645-5287

STRATFORD
305 Romeo St. S.

Stratford, ON  N5A 4T8
Phone: 519-271-6700

www.actionhealthcare.ca

Other murals honouring veterans to be unveiled

Alexina Dussault (1882-1918), nursing sister, Canadi-
an Army Medical Corps. Alexina Dussault served as a nurs-
ing sister during the First World War, caring for the sick and 
wounded. On June 27, 1918, she was aboard the Canadian 
hospital ship Llandovery Castle when it was torpedoed by a 
German submarine. She was one of 14 nursing sisters who 
lost their lives that night. She was 36 years old.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

John Mansfield (1876-1918), private, No. 2 Construction Bat-
talion. John Mansfield was born in Dartmouth, N.S., and en-
listed in 1916. He served with No. 2 Construction Battalion in 
France, supporting the Canadian war effort during the First 
World War. In January 1918, he became seriously ill while 
serving overseas and died on Jan. 14 at the age of 42.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Frederick Lee (1895-1917), private, 47th  Battalion. Born in 
Kamloops, B.C., Frederick Lee was the son of Wong See 
Lee, originally from Canton, China. He enlisted in 1916 and 
served with the 47th Battalion during the First World War. 
On Aug. 21, 1917, Frederick was killed in action during the 
Battle of Hill 70 in France. He was just 21 years old.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

something Bond said has resulted in a huge increase.
“We have seen well over 100,000 people join this 

year. We were already seeing an increase over the past 
few years and we are really excited. With new members 

come new ideas, new energy and we are able to harness 
that and allow people to use their skillsets and put them 
to use at the local level.”

She added there are now over 300,000 members across 
the country.

“It really tells us that Canadians are very supportive 
of the Legion’s mission and they want to be a part of it. 
They are supportive of our veterans, our families and 
they see the Legion as a community hub and community 
supporter. It bodes well for the future.” 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

PLANNING SOMETHING? Let Us Cater!

Remembering Our Heroes,  
Today and Always.

343 Queen St W., St. Marys
519.284.1040  /  hello@sunsetdiner.ca

Honouring Those Who Served.
Lest We Forget

519.275.2557 constructiongroup@teahen.ca

@teahenconstruction www.teahen.ca 

LEST WE FORGET 
Remembrance Day 
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LEST WE  
FORGET
This Remembrance Day, 

please wear a Poppy

MATTHEW RAE
MPP – Perth-Wellington

519-272-0660 • matthewrae.ca 
matthew.rae@pc.ola.org

St. Marys Legion celebrates 100 years of remembrance 
and community service

In July of this year, the Royal Canadi-
an Legion marked its 100th anniversary. 
Whether readers are involved with the 
Legion in some way or not, it is an orga-
nization that has affected us all at some 
point in time.

How, you ask? Well, the fact that we 
live freely in this country is thanks, in 
large part, to the veterans who fought for 
us.

In honour of the 100-year milestone, an 
online memorial for veterans in our com-
munity has been created thanks to Niki 
Sumpter, who has spent countless hours 
making sure their stories are remembered.

The memorial honours those whose 
names are listed on the cenotaph, war 
plaques and banners purchased by their 
families. Each veteran’s biography was 
developed using publicly available infor-
mation from historical records, military 
service records, newspaper archives and 
memorial databases.

Sumpter said the goal is to ensure every 
name is recognized with care, accuracy 
and respect. While the majority of the 
biographies have been completed, some 
pages are still being researched.

Sumpter was recently interviewed by 
CKNX about her work on the website.

“Richard Holt, he created a book, and 

it had a bunch of the stories of the ser-
vicemen on our cenotaph,” she said. “So, 
I expanded on that and I took all of those 
stories, I researched them a little deeper 
and we added that to the website.

“A lot of the stories linked back to peo-
ple with banners, so every person who 
has either their name on the cenotaph, a 
war plaque or on one of the banners has 
their own unique webpage that links to 

their story.”
Though these veterans’ stories are being 

shared, Sumpter hopes to include more 
personal memories. Family members, 
friends and others who knew the veter-
ans are encouraged to contribute short 
stories, memories, messages or photos to 
their biographies.

You can view Sumpter’s work at https://
rcl236stmarys.ca/perth-regiment-service-

men/.
For edits or additions, contact rcl236@

gmail.com or Sumpterse@gmail.com.
A look back at the St. Marys Legion
The history of the St. Marys Legion 

began shortly after the First World War, 
when a group of local veterans came to-
gether to form an organization known as 
the Great War Veterans’ Association.

In 1921, the organization became 
known as the British Empire Service 
League.

Fast forward to 1932 when the mem-
bers regrouped under the name, Canadi-
an Legion. The club’s charter was dated 
April 23, 1932, and its first banquet was 
held April 29 when 100 veterans sat down 
to dine.

The club continued to grow, and by 
Oct. 17, 1932, plans were underway for 
its first Poppy Day.

In those days, meetings were held at the 
Hutton Block on Water Street.

By the early 1950s, the Legion was out-
growing its location and a committee was 
formed to investigate building a perma-
nent home. The committee consisted of 
Jim Heinbuck, Lou Lavalle and comrades 
Murphy, Marshall and Harstone.

The group found a suitable location at 
the corner of Church Street North and 
Station Street. The lot and building were 

The original St. Marys Legion building was damaged by fire in 1974 and rebuilt into the fa-
cility that stands today. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter

CONTINUED TO PAGE 19
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St. Marys Legion celebrates 100 years of remembrance

Winners of the 2025 National Youth Remembrance Contest are recognized by St. Marys Royal Canadian Legion Branch 236.
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Famme & Co.
P r o f e s s i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n
C H A R T E R E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L  A C C O U N T A N T S

125 Ontario St., Stratford
25 Water St. N., St. Marys

www.famme.ca

Lest We ForgetLest We Forget

purchased for $7,000 on April 7, 1954.
At the time, the building had only a dirt floor. Legion 

members and others from the community stepped up to 
help prepare the building for use.

Two committees were formed to oversee the work.
House committee:
• George Glover, chairman
• Jim Heinbuck
• Lyle Thompson
• Bunk Noble
• Harold Quinn
• Earl Leslie
• Lorne Lince
• Vic Noble
• Bill Osgerby
Building committee:
• William Callcott, chairman
• Grant Oliver
• Don Reid
• Jack Reid
• Art Pringle
• Dave Eeley
• Harvey Ball
• Pete Woodruff
In April 1960, the Canadian Legion finally received 

its liquor licence, and members felt they could relax and 
enjoy their new home.

Throughout the 1960s, bingo games continued, along 

with dances every Saturday night. Members not only en-
joyed socializing but also worked hard to support orga-
nizations throughout the community.

During the 1950s and 1960s, the Legion sponsored 
baseball and hockey teams and donated $2,000 to the 
arena, along with many other contributions.

The Legion also served as an important gathering place 
for Second World War and Korean War veterans. It host-
ed social gatherings, remembrance ceremonies at the 
cenotaph and other events that brought veterans together 
while raising money for the St. Marys community.

Legion darts began in 1969.
Among the many organizations supported by the Le-

gion during those years were War Memorial Children’s 
Hospital, Girl Guides of St. Marys, St. John Ambulance, 
the Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal, Canadian Red 
Cross, Canadian Heart Fund, Canadian National Insti-
tute for the Blind, St. Marys Figure Skating Club, Perth 
County Tuberculosis Society, Muscular Dystrophy As-
sociation and St. Marys Boy Scouts.

Around this time, the Blue Douglas kilts of the Perth 
Regiment became available, and the Legion’s colour 
party decided to adopt them as part of its uniform.

The kilts were purchased by Hap Day and donated to 
the colour party. They were worn during all parades in 
1970.

In 1973, the colour party began carrying rifles during 
parades, depending on the number of participating mem-
bers, and its name was changed to the colour guard.

That July, St. Marys held its first Warriors’ Day parade, 
an annual tradition that continued until 1995, when it 
became increasingly difficult to find enough members 
to march.

In 1974, the Legion building was heavily damaged by 
fire, requiring a major rebuild. In July 2024, a plaque 
was unveiled to honour the past members who helped 
rebuild the facility.

Over the years, the Legion has remained active 
throughout the community, supporting local causes 
through fundraising activities, including bingo games 
and March break mini-putt.

The following are some of its most popular campaigns 
and activities.

Poppy campaign
The poppy was first adopted in Canada as a symbol of 

remembrance in 1921 by the Great War Veterans’ Asso-
ciation.

For many years, the Royal Canadian Legion’s national 
poppy campaign began on the last Friday of October. 

Approximately 250 banners honouring past and present 
members of Canada’s military are displayed throughout St. 
Marys this year.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

CONTINUED TO PAGE 20



St. Marys Independent 20 Thursday, November 5, 2026

This year, the Legion adopted Oct. 24 as 
a fixed annual start date.

The poppy serves as a visual reminder 
of those who sacrificed so much so we 
can enjoy our freedom today.

Money raised through the campaign 
goes into a dedicated poppy fund, which 
is used to support veterans.

In 2025, Lynn Leslie and Deb Hutton 
presented the idea of a crocheted and 
knitted poppy project for St. Marys.

It didn’t take long for community mem-
bers to get on board, resulting in beautiful 
handmade poppies displayed on bridges, 
at town hall and at the Legion.

The colourful displays have returned 
this year, offering another way for resi-
dents to show their appreciation for those 
who served.

Banner campaign
Looking around St. Marys at this time 

of year, it’s hard to miss the banners hon-
ouring past and present veterans.

Many proud families have purchased 
banners featuring photographs, names 
and military units of their loved ones.

The banner program began in St. Marys 
in 2020, with approximately 50 banners 
purchased. By 2025, that number had 

grown to 220 with even more displayed 
around town this year.

The banners are produced locally by 
Gerber Graphics, and the Legion begins 
accepting orders each March. The cost is 
a one-time fee of $200.

Seeing the faces and names of those 
who have served, and those who continue 
to serve, is a meaningful way to inspire 

remembrance and recognize people who 
have put their country first.

Remembrance Day parade
Every year, on the Sunday before Re-

membrance Day, St. Marys Legion 
Branch 236 holds its annual parade, 
marching from the Legion to the ceno-
taph.

This year’s parade will take place Sun-

day, Nov. 8, beginning at 12:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by a service at the cenotaph at 1 
p.m.

On Wednesday, Nov. 11, the Town of 
St. Marys will hold its annual Remem-
brance Day service at the cenotaph, be-
ginning at 11 a.m.

A veterans’ dinner will also be held at 
the Legion that evening at 6 p.m. The 
dinner is open to the public, with tickets 
costing $25.

National Youth Remembrance Contest
Each year, schools across the country 

have an opportunity to honour Canada’s 
veterans through the Royal Canadian 
Legion’s National Youth Remembrance 
Contest.

Students can participate by submitting 
artwork, poems, essays or videos express-
ing what remembrance means to them.

The contest includes multiple levels of 
competition, with successful entries ad-
vancing through the various stages, po-
tentially reaching the provincial level.

The program is another important way 
the Legion encourages younger gener-
ations to learn about Canada’s military 
history, recognize the sacrifices made 
by veterans and carry the tradition of re-
membrance forward.

St. Marys Legion celebrates 100 years of remembrance
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

Crocheted and knitted poppies are once again on display throughout St. Marys as part of a 
community remembrance initiative that began in 2025.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Lest We ForgetLest We Forget

On November 11, we honour the 
bravery and sacrifices of those who 

have answered the call to serve. 
Our veterans fought for the 

freedoms we enjoy today, and to 
them we pause and pay tribute.

Lest we forget
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Each year, on Remembrance Day a wreath is placed at the Cenotaph in St. Marys to honour the Battle of Britain Pilots.

AUTOMAKERS’ CONTRIBUTION TO THE WAR EFFORT

From your local North 
American Automotive 

Dealers:

Lest We Forget
ONE OF THE MOST MEMORABLE events of World War II... The Battle of Britain...the battle 
for air supremacy over England... and if lost, the invasion of England. Although commonly 
outnumbered 10 to 1 in individual battles, the RAF and RCAF, with air crews from Britain, Poland, 
New Zealand, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Belgium, South Africa, Australia, France, Ireland, United 
States, Jamaica and Palestine defeated the enemy and turned the tide of the Second World War.

FORD MOTOR COMPANY
Aircraft generators 
All-terrain trucks
Amphibian Jeeps
Antiaircraft detectors
Armored personnel carriers
B-24 Liberator bombers
GAA four-valve, dohc V-8s for Sherman tanks
General Electric Turbosuperchargers 
Gliders
GPW Jeeps
Gun carriers
Jettison gas tanks 
M-4 Sherman tanks
M-10 tank destroyers
M-20 Utility Commando cars
Magnesium castings
Moto Tugs
Pratt & Whitney R-2800 radial engines
Rate-of-climb indicators
Tires
Trucks

CHRYSLER 
Aircraft engines
Airplane components/body sections
Ammunition of various types
Bofors antiaircraft guns 
Bell air-raid sirens
Duraluminum forgings and castings
Explosive rockets
Fire pumper units
Fuselage sections for Martin
B-26 Marauder bombers
General Grant M3 tanks
Gun barrel/shells
Landing-gear assemblies
Land-mine detectors
Magnesium and bronze parts
Marine engines
Medium-tank major assemblies
Personnel boats
Pontoons
Radar units
Refrigerating and heating equipment
Sea Mule marine/harbor tugs
Searchlight reflectors
Sherman tanks
Sperry Gyro-Compasses
Submarine nets
Tank Engines
Trucks
Wright Cyclone aircraft engines

GENERAL MOTORS
Aircraft-engines components
Aircraft engines
Airplanes
Ammunition (Olds)
Amphibian Ducks
Antiaircraft torpedoes 
Artillery shells
B-26 bomber landing gear
Bofors automatic field guns
Cannons
Car/truck parts
Crankshafts
Forgings
Grumann Avengers
Gun forgings
Hellcat M-18 tank destroyers
High-explosive shells
Hydra-Matic for tanks
Machine guns 
Military cannons 
Munitions
Oerlikon antiaircraft cannons
Pratt & Whitney aircraft engines
Precision parts for aircraft engines
Staghound T-17 armored cars, 4 wheel
T-19 armored cars, 6-wheel 
Tanks/motor gun carriages, M-5/M-8/M-
19/M-24 
Trucks 
V-8s for tanks

JIMMY

RAF SPITFIRE
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One of the gems we are honoured to have in our 
town is the Army, Navy & Air Force (ANAF) Unit 
265, located at 23 Wellington St.

The organization, which was founded in 1840, is 
the oldest service charter in Canada. It is a non-prof-
it Canadian, ex-service veterans’ organization with 
memberships that includes members of the military, 
RCMP, police, relatives or any other interested peo-
ple.

The club holds many fundraising events and is 
encouraging the public to come check it out. With 
changing times and fundraising efforts becoming 
more difficult, our local clubs need our community 
more than ever. 

The club works hard to fundraise with donations 
going to Parkwood Veterans Hospital along with lo-
cal hospitals, minor sports including hockey, ringette 
and baseball, families in need, local food drives and 
several other community charities. 

The ANAF holds a meat draw every Friday at 6 
p.m. Some other events locals may be familiar with 
are the Bavarian Beer Gardens on Stonetown Heri-
tage weekend that features local musicians, a chick-
en-dinner fundraiser, the Bob Lince golf tournament 
and their fall pickerel fish fry.

They not only fundraise but like to enjoy fellowship 
as well and offer activities like cards, darts and pool, 
which are open to everyone.

The ANAF also sells sausage on a bun from 12-1 
p.m. on Thursdays. 

Trying out new places and meeting new people can 
help self esteem, combat feelings of loneliness, make 
long-lasting memories and there may even be some 
fun to be had, too. 

For more information on ANAF Unit 265 events, 
call 519-284-4390 or email anaf265.stmarys@gmail.
com.

Hours of operation are Monday to Thursday 12-5 
p.m.; Friday and Saturday 12 p.m. to close depending 
on scheduled events, and Sunday from 12-5 p.m.

ANAF Unit 265 St. Marys invites locals to come 
check them out
WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter
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For more information contact 
519-284-2340, ext. 249

events@town.stmarys.on.ca

Remembers
The Town of St. Marys

Join us in honouring our veterans by taking
part in Remembrance Week events

Legion Ceremony & Parade 
Sunday, November 8, 12:30 PM
The parade will march from the 
St. Marys Legion to the Town Hall cenotaph. 
A ceremony of remembrance will follow.

Veterans’ Decoration Day 
Saturday, November 7, 9 AM - 12 PM 
Families and friends of veterans interred at the
St. Marys Cemetery are invited to place flags at
veterans’ graves.

Remembrance Service 
Wednesday, November 11, 10:45 AM 

Mayor Strathdee will lead a ceremony at the
cenotaph. The ceremony will be live-
streamed on the Town's Facebook page. 
A Facebook account is not required to view.

St. Marys Museum Exhibit
Opening Wednesday, November 11
Visit the St. Marys Museum exhibit ‘Service on
the Sea: St. Marys and the Royal Canadian
Navy” that will be open during regular hours
until November 2027.

Phone: 519-284-1900 | Open: Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

199 Elgin St. E., Box 820, St. Marys ON

On Remembrance Day, we honour 
those who served, remember those 

who sacrificed, and thank those who 
continue to serve.

Lest We Forget
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FOR ALL YOUR SITEWORK NEEDS
• Excavating/Grading 
• Retaining Walls
• Concrete Breaking 
• Servicing
• Septic Systems 
• Trucking 
• Hydroseeding

Bryn Luckhardt
519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

www.luckhardtlandworks.com
St. Marys, Ontario

at River Valley Golf Course 
519.225.2329

Raised in rural Ontario, Kim moved to Toronto to attend the Ontario College of Art and 
Design and stayed. Recently re-locating from Toronto to Owen Sound, Kim’s fascination 
with the colours and textures of the world has kept her and her brush wandering. Kim 
is a frequent exhibitor in group shows in Toronto, Ontario; Saint John, New Brunswick; 
New York City, New York; Palm Desert, California; as well as numerous other locations.

Saturday, November 14 - 10am to 5pm 
Sunday, November 15 - 10am to 3pm

Sunday, November 15 - 10am to 3pmART SHOWS ART CLASS AT RIVER VALLEY

Kim Atlin Art Exhibition
ART EXHIBITION

For more information visit www.kimatlin.com or follow 
Kim on Instagram @ kimatlin. 
For more questions kim@kimatlin.com 416-706-5447

4725 Line 1 St. Marys. ON
Just off Highway 7. 10 minutes from St. 
Marys and 30 minutes from London

WHAT YOU NEED TO BRING
- Canvas no bigger than 16x20 - A selection of brushes
- Good quality brushes, small, medium and large
- Acrylic Paints (suggestions)
- Ultramarine, French, Phthalo, or Cerulean Blue
- Cadmium, Pyrrole, or Napthol Red Light
- Titanium White and Black
- Cadmium, Bismuth, or Arylide (Hansa) Yellow Lite or Deep

$125with your own materials

$20 charge if you want materials supplied. 
Your class fee includes a lunch, coffee and snacks for 
break times.

GET YOUR SNOW TIRES BOOKED TODAY!
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR AND TIRE SERVICE

Winter seasonal change over. Ask about our FREE tire storage options

519-284-3851
WWW.ASHTONTIRE.CA
830 QUEEN ST E. ST. MARYS

$89.99SPECIAL PRICE FOR OIL, LUBE, 
& FILTER CHANGE (most vehicles, up to 5L of full synthetic oil)

$69.95WINTER BUMPER TO BUMPER
(peace of mind inspection)

$40 OFF - BOOK YOUR UNDERCOATING TODAY!

SNOW TIRE AND ALL WEATHER TIRE SALE

GET UP TO A

mail-in rebate
$100

with the purchase of 4 
eligable new Bridgestone tires

GET UP TO A

mail-in rebate
$100

with the purchase of 4 
eligable new Good Year tires

GET UP TO A

mail-in rebate
$100

with the purchase of 4 
eligable new Michelin tires

Certain conditions apply. See details on manufacturer rebate site
Offer valid Sept 21 to Dec 18 Offer valid Sept 15 to Dec 07 Offer valid Sept 7 to Dec 20

KEEP YOUR VEHICLE SAFE AND RUNNING AT ITS BEST!
ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS
Check Engine Light? Poor Performance? 
We’ll diagnose the problem.

SUSPENSION REPAIR
Shocks • Struts • Ball Joints 
Tie Rods & More

EXHAUST REPAIR
Mufflers • Exhaust Leaks 
Pipes • Complete Exhaust Service

BRAKE SERVICE & REPAIR
Brake Pads • Rotors
Calipers • Complete Brake Jobs

WHEEL ALIGNMENTS
Improve Tire Wear • Handling 
Steering & Vehicle Stability

BEAT THE SLUSHSLUSH 
BEFORE THE RUSHRUSH

Offer expires Oct 15

Lock ina great pricenow and chooseyour performanceslater.Any play. Any date.  Any seat.*

1.877.862.5984 |  blythfestival.com

Plus $6 handling fee on order

* Subject to availability

AVAILABLE NOW!
2027 Flex Passes

2027 Playbill Just Announced
visit our website for details!

EARLY BIRD PRICES
FOR FLEX PASSES OF:

2 TICKETS - $105

Early Bird rates available 
until Dec. 31, 2026

4 TICKETS - $210
5 TICKETS - $260
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The McKinley Hatchery U12 A Boys St. Marys Rock 
captured the championship banner at the Regional Silver 
Stick tournament Oct. 23-25 in Owen Sound.

Head coach Mike Johnson said the team set winning 
the Regional Silver Stick as a major goal for their 2026-
2027 season.

“This was another huge step for the kids,” Johnson 
said. “We set this tournament as one of our big goals 
for the season and built up for it. We had some keys that 
we wanted to try to reach as far as our team structure 
and systematic evolution with these kids, and they really 
have been absorbing it and utilizing it, and it paid off on 
the weekend. It was really exciting to see.”

According to Johnson, he saw his team display a great-
er understanding of the team’s systems and structures.

“They really are starting to understand why it’s import-
ant to work together and some little simple structures 
and how important that can be in your success offen-
sively and defensively,” Johnson said. “It’s rewarding 
to see them apply that and get some results from it and 
understand what it does for them.”

The Rock finished tied with the New Hamburg Hus-
kies for first in their pool, with identical 2-1-0 records 
in the round-robin, while St. Marys finished ahead of the 
Huskies after winning the head-to-head matchup in the 
first game of the round-robin.

Johnson noted the win over New Hamburg and their 
second round-robin victory over the Bruce Grey Bulls 
were meaningful to the team for different reasons.

“Ryan (Pickel) was the best goalie in the tournament 
again, and we don’t win without him. We had the best 
defence core in the tournament. They were huge. In the 
first game against New Hamburg, they really did a great 
job,” Johnson said.

“New Hamburg plays a lot of dump-and-chase, and 
they put a lot of pressure on defencemen, and our boys 
didn’t get frazzled at all. They just went back and kept 
making the plays we wanted them to and responded to 
the physicality nicely. In our second game, Nico (Thomp-
son) had a career game, scoring four goals. Everything 
just went right for him that game. It was fun to watch.”

While Johnson emphasized how valuable every play-
er on his lineup card was, two skaters delivered ca-
reer-highlight-level performances throughout the week-
end – Logan Masselis and Everett Crummer.

“I thought Logan, for the last week and a half, has been 
playing some of the best hockey I’ve seen him play in 
a couple of years,” said Johnson. “He’s showing some 
confidence and some understanding. He’s taken a big 
step. Everett had a really big game in the semi-final and 
scored a couple of goals. He’s shown some confidence 
too.

“It’s hard to put individual names down when your 
whole team plays well and competes so hard, but those 
are some kids that did things on the weekend that were a 
little above and beyond what you normally expect out of 
them, despite the fact they’re great hockey players. They 
had those little moments of bright light shining on them, 
which was fun to see.”

In Masselis, Johnson saw a much more patient 
puck-mover on the back end, which the bench boss said 
reflected the rest of the team’s rearguards as well.

“Logan is starting to get a lot of patience with the puck. 
He gets his head up and looks to make plays, which is 
what we challenge him to do. We don’t want our defence 
just throwing the puck away when they’re under pres-
sure. He’s really getting confidence in his gap control 
and his angling, and he’s really doing a good job of sep-

arating other players from the puck. Really, they all are. 
All five of those defencemen, Jack (Anderson), Warren 
(Atwell), Myles (Avey), Kai (Sherwood) and Logan, are 
big parts of why we’re so successful. They’re the cor-
nerstone of what we do out there, and if they don’t make 
great plays, then our forwards don’t have the puck to 
make their plays.”

Crummer, meanwhile, was deservedly rewarded for 
his tenacious style of play.

“Everett is your prototypical, hard-working, fast-skat-
ing hockey player,” Johnson said. “He’s a dog on a bone 
out there, and he was just relentless that game. His first 
goal came after we won a face-off. He got a quick shot 
on net, then beat two defenders for a rebound and banged 
it in with them looking at each other like, ‘Where did he 
come from?’ That dogged determination is the key to his 
game, and I would hate to play against a kid that fore-
checks that hard. You think you’ve got him beat and he’s 
in your back pocket again before you know it.”

Crummer’s two goals, scored just 18 seconds apart 
in the final minute-and-a-half of the first period, led St. 
Marys past the West Coast Whitecaps in the semi-finals. 
Kyle Johnson assisted on both of Crummer’s goals, with 
Cameron Smith also picking up a helper.

Kyle Johnson added a goal of his own later in the 
game, and Masselis and Rhett Parkinson also scored for 
the Rock. Parkinson and Thompson also registered an 
assist.

Mike Johnson called the win in the semis “a great ef-
fort from start to finish.”

“That was probably one of the most complete team ef-
forts I’ve seen this team have. We were playing a team 
that had a couple of players who were dangerous that we 
knew we had to pay attention to, and the kids all bought 
into understanding that and how to play against them. 
We knew what that team was going to throw at us as far 
as an approach with a forecheck and the way they like 
to attack, and the kids bought into the way to counter it, 

and we really controlled the game.”
The Rock came up against a familiar foe in the 

gold-medal game; the Huskies of New Hamburg. How-
ever, Pickel turned in a shutout bid in a 3-0 victory for 
St. Marys to claim the tournament’s top prize.

Parkinson opened the scoring with a goal a little over 
two minutes into the game, assisted by Thompson and 
Warren Atwell. Kyle Johnson scored an unassisted tally 
midway through the second, before Harlan Atwell, as-
sisted by Jack Anderson, iced the game in the third to 
give the Rock a three-goal lead.

Mike Johnson said the team was well prepared for 
their finals opponent.

“Getting the shutout came down to just understand-
ing what they were going to throw at us and preparing 
the kids for it. We had just played them the week before 
the tournament too, so the kids were quite familiar with 
what they were going to bring and who was going to 
bring what from New Hamburg. They matched the ener-
gy, they matched the physicality, and then, at that point, 
we’re talented top to bottom, and we’re hard to play 
against. We have three lines that can score, five defence-
men that can all move the puck and the best goalie in 
the league. When they’re committed to doing it together, 
they just control the game from start to finish.”

The head coach added the win should give the team 
even more confidence as they look to go on a deeper 
post-season run at winter’s end.

“I hope it just continues to reassure them that they’re a 
good hockey team,” said Mike Johnson. “They can play 
hockey the way it needs to be played to win when it mat-
ters. I think we learned a hard lesson in the playoffs last 
year. We got off that a little bit, and we got upset earlier 
than we wanted to, so I think winning these big games 
and starting to really play hockey the way the big boys 
do is important, and they’re starting to understand and 
see it all come together.”

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

U12 A Boys win Owen Sound Regional Silver Stick

The McKinley Hatchery U12 A Boys St. Marys Rock won the championship banner at the Oct. 23-25 Regional Silver Stick 
tournament in Owen Sound. Pictured in the first row is Ryan Pickel. In the second row, from left to right, are Nico Thompson, 
Myles Avey, Bode Keller, Lincoln Jennings, Everett Crummer and Warren Atwell. In the third row, from left, are Cameron 
Smith, Rhett Parkinson, Ashton Ropp, Kyle Johnson, Jack Anderson, Kai Sherwood, Harlan Atwell and Logan Masselis. In 
the fourth row, from left, are Mike Johnson, Jaden Ropp, Mark Jennings, Scott Crummer and Mitch Watt. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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The St. Marys Lincolns just continue 
racking up wins, with their latest coming 
Oct. 30 over the Elmira Sugar Kings, de-
feating their 2026 second-round playoff 
opponent 6-1.

While the performance had signifi-
cant warts, head coach Jeff Bradley was 
pleased with how his team began and 
ended the game.

“I liked many parts of our game,” 
Bradley said. “In the first period, aside 
from one mistake that ended up causing 
us to take a penalty, I thought it was a 
pretty flawless first period. The second, 
though, I thought after we got on our 
five-on-three, once it was over, I thought 
we lost focus completely, and that caused 
us not to execute properly, it caused us to 
be in the wrong spots and it caused dis-
array with our puck management. But, in 
the third, I thought we righted the ship.”

As has been the case for many of the 
Lincolns’ 12 consecutive victories, the 
first period was the Lincolns’ best, with 
St. Marys outshooting Elmira 18-5 and 
leading 2-0. Over their 12-game winning 
streak, the Lincolns have outshot their 
opponents 203-57 and outscored their 
opposition 32-3.

Lincs’ captain Ryan Hodkinson called 
the team’s first periods a massive part of 
their success over the last 12 games.

“I think the group doesn’t quit,” said 
Hodkinson. “We’ve seen it multiple 
times. We all have a good period and we 
come out flying. Things like our starts 
have been big, and that really starts with 
our preparation. Jeff (Bradley) is amaz-
ing at getting us prepared from a team 
standpoint, knowing our systems, know-
ing their systems, things like that, and 
the guys all really want to win, and I 
think we’re really showing that.”

Owen Miniotas snapped a five-game 
goal drought and four-game point 
drought with the Lincs’ second goal of 
the opening period, but Owen Bruining’s 
goal just 92 seconds into the game made 
history for the Lincolns thanks to an as-
sist by Hodkinson.

With the assist, Hodkinson reached 114 
career assists, which broke Chase Mac-
Queen-Spence’s Greater Ontario Hock-

ey League (GOHL) era record for most 
career assists by a Lincoln, set just last 
season. The assist also gave Hodkinson 
15 straight games with an assist, the lon-
gest assist streak in the GOHL era by a 
Lincoln, surpassing the previous record 
of 14 straight games set by Jaden Lee in 
2024-2025.

Hodkinson described what adding his 
name to the record books for his home-
town club means to him.

“It’s pretty surreal,” said Hodkinson. 
“Obviously, it’s pretty special being 
able to do it in your hometown, and to 
beat Jaden (Lee) and Chase’s (Mac-
Queen-Spence) records, it’s pretty cool, 
especially being able to play with them. 
Seeing them do it and how amazing 
hockey players they are on the ice, and 
what makes it more special is how awe-
some they are off the ice. They are two 
very gentlemanly guys, and it’s just pret-
ty special.”

According to Hodkinson, he didn’t let 
himself think about setting records be-
fore they happened.

“You don’t really want to think about 
it before it happens,” Hodkinson said. “I 
think that’s where your play starts to de-
crease, so just not thinking about it and 
going out and playing the game, and I 
was just fortunate that it could happen in 
the first shift.”

Hodkinson also added a powerplay 
goal in the third, and just two days lat-
er, Hodkinson was named as the GOHL 
Player of the Month for October after 
scoring nine goals and 15 assists in nine 
games in the second month of the season.

Arguably the biggest reason the Lin-
colns staved off a surging Sugar Kings 
squad in the second was the play of first-
year goaltender Kobe Nadalin who made 
10 of his 18 saves in the game during the 
middle frame.

“We were really fortunate to have Kobe 
playing the way he was in net,” said 
Bradley. “That could have turned pretty 
bad for us in the second, so what Kobe 
did was both important and impressive. 
Being a young goaltender, we’ve tried 
to make sure he’s comfortable with the 
starts he’s gotten, and he’s wanted big-
ger tests, and we thought Elmira at home, 
while they’ve been playing really well, 
was going to be a big test for him, and I 

thought he passed with flying colours.”
Nadalin left the game after Elmira’s 

only goal of the contest and didn’t re-
turn due to a severe cramp in his leg that 
made it impossible for Nadalin to put any 
weight on his leg and caused the 17-year-
old netminder to walk with a heavy limp 
after the game. Thankfully, however, 
there were no pulled muscles or broken 
bones.

With Nadalin leaving the game, Bro-
gan Colquhoun stepped in to backstop 
the Lincolns for the final 11 minutes and 
34 seconds, making four saves and star-
ing down an Elmira powerplay.

Bradley credited Colquhoun for step-
ping into the game seamlessly, calling it 
the “expectation” that anyone be ready to 
go on the ice at any given moment.

“It’s expected from both guys at all 
times. Obviously, the plan is never to 
pull a goalie or have a goalie replace an-
other, but we ask all 20 of our players to 
be focused and ready to go at all times, 
and that includes the goalie that’s not 
playing at the time. It was good to see, 
but it’s also expected.”

Despite the team’s imperfect play, 
Callum McAuley scored the lone goal 
of the second period, giving the Lincs a 
3-0 lead heading into the third. McAu-
ley added two more goals in the final 20 
minutes and had two assists in the game 
for a five-point night.

McAuley, alongside fellow assistant 
captain Ethan Weir, were both standouts 
to the bench boss.

“Callum (McAuley) is just playing out 
of his mind right now,” Bradley said. “It’s 
just a continuation of what he’s been do-
ing lately. He’s been playing some great 
hockey, and we’re really, really happy 
with how he’s playing.

“Ethan (Weir) is known as an offensive 
guy, but to see his leadership and defen-
sive prowess stand out, it’s really nice to 
see him evolve into that type of player 
because we need him to do all of that. He 
wants to be a big part of this team, and he 
knows defending is a huge part of that, 
so he knows that it’s something he needs 
to have for his repertoire. He’s turned 
into a really mature player and a veteran 
on this team, and we need him to lead by 
example, and he’s doing that for us.”

Bradley also heaped praise on Chase 

McDougall who, along with his usu-
al strong defensive play, forechecking 
tenacity and physicality, partook in a 
highlight-reel fight with Sugar Kings’ 
forward Colton Sinclair, with the two 
battering each other with dozens of right 
hands.

“Chase (McDougall) was huge for us, 
not only for his play but for stepping 
up and taking that fight when they were 
starting to run around a little bit. We lead 
our conference in fighting majors, and it 
shows that we’re not going to get pushed 
around. Typically, when teams are win-
ning, there’s going to be some frustration 
shown on the other side and some liber-
ties taken, and I think that’s what hap-
pened.

“Chase said, ‘That’s not happening 
to our guys,’ ” Bradley continued. “We 
know how tough Chase is, and it’s obvi-
ously not something we want him doing 
on a consistent basis because we want 
him playing hockey, but sometimes, you 
have to do that, and he did an amazing 
job.”

With a big slate of games approaching, 
including two against the Chatham Ma-
roons, one against the Listowel Cyclones 
and one against the Stratford Warriors, 
the Lincolns’ head coach wants to see his 
squad deliver some of their best hockey 
of the season to date.

“I think we’re continuing on what 
we’ve been doing. That stretch with Cha-
tham, Listowel and Stratford, that’s the 
next big thing we’ve got circled is that 
four-game stretch where we’re playing 
the top teams in our conference. We’re 
excited for that challenge, and I think 
we’ll really know what we are when 
we’re beyond that,” Bradley said.

“If you look at Stratford and Listow-
el, we’re now going to play against the 
two best-coached teams in the league, so 
our skill and what we do as a team may 
not be good enough. We have to have 
our minds right and be focused so that 
we can adjust if and when we need to. I 
think that’s going to be important too.” 

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

Hodkinson sets two records as Lincs win 12th straight

Callum McAuley tucks home a beautiful breakaway goal by goaltender Colin Ellsworth 
during the St. Marys Lincolns’ 6-1 win over the Elmira Sugar Kings Oct. 30. McAuley record-
ed a hat-trick as part of a five-point night. 

(CHARIS MUHTAR PHOTO)

Chase McDougall fights Colton Sinclair during the St. Marys Lincolns’ 6-1 win Oct. 30 
against the Elmira Sugar Kings. The two forwards battered each other with dozens of punch-
es during a prolonged third-period fight.

(CHARIS MUHTAR PHOTO)

Early Bird Draw Winner: 
Kathleen Heinbuck, $1,000
Main draw will be held Dec. 18. 
License #868884.
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Seven St. Marys DCVI students 
punched their ticket to the OFSAA 
Cross-Country Championship, taking 
place Nov. 9 in Sudbury, with strong re-
sults at the regional WOSSAA event Oct. 
29 in Strathroy.

On the team side, the junior boys head-
lined DCVI’s results, with Volker Fraser, 
Will Richardson, Andrew Seebach and 
Hayden Barker combining to finish as the 
top-ranked team in the junior boys divi-
sion. Fraser and Richardson crossed the 
finish line one after the other in ninth and 
10th place, with Seebach and Barker fol-
lowing suit, taking 18th and 19th.

It was the second straight year DCVI’s 
junior boys earned the WOSSAA title.

“It’s a huge accomplishment for them,” 
said DCVI cross-country coach Mar-
cel Scheele. “I think they knew going in 
that this race was going to be a little bit 

tighter than last year. Even though it’s 
the same team, they just had a little bit 
more range on the other grade nines, so 
this year meant probably a lot more just 
to be trying to go back-to-back and have 
a challenger threaten them this year for 
that top spot.”

Scheele detailed the junior boys’ win-
ning formula.

“The race plan was to take the first lap, 
be controlled, save our breath and make 
sure we can get to work in that second 
half,” said Scheele. “I told them, ‘For the 
first lap, just take it easy, let the race start 
the way it will, and people will start com-
ing back to us.’ That’s exactly how they 
ran it. They listened well and executed 
perfectly.”

According to Scheele, the difficult feat 
of going back-to-back at WOSSAA was 
thanks to how well the junior boys work 
together.

“You don’t see it too often where teams 

are winning multiple years in a row, but I 
think we just need to keep our heads up 
and look forward to OFSAA and see what 
we can do there. Last year, we finished 
fourth, and we definitely want to see if 
we can get in that same position or may-
be find ourselves on the podium if we all 
have a good day.

“I think they just run well together,” 
Scheele continued. “They keep each oth-
er motivated during the race where they 
can all see each other, so I always try to 
encourage them to get up with each other 
and work hard with each other.”

Individually, Charlie Bender finished 
second in the senior boys bracket, while 
Chisa Seshima placed third in the senior 
girls division, and Quinton Steffler took 
fourth in the para category, all of whom 
qualified for OFSAA based on their re-
sults.

Seshima had one of the day’s more 
exciting moments for DCVI supporters, 
emerging from a forested part of the race-
track much farther ahead than when she 
entered.

“We definitely knew Chisa had the 
opportunity to move on, but we weren’t 
really sure where she would land during 
the race,” said Scheele. “She started out 
more controlled and kept some energy in 
the reserve for a bit. Just under three ki-
lometres into the race, she was going into 
the woods between the 10th and 15th po-
sition, and when she came out, she was 
in fourth, and that totally caught me off 
guard.”

Scheele added the strong WOSSAA re-
sult came after steady growth by Seshima 
this season.

“She’s just so consistent with her rac-
ing,” Scheele said. “Every race she 
seems to just progress and progress and 
get more comfortable in the race setting. 
I think for her, it’s racing smart and not 
letting the nerves get to her too much and 

using those nerves as energy and letting 
the race unfold slowly. It’s a long race for 
those seniors, so there’s lots of time to go 
wrong or to go right, and thankfully, in 
her case, it went right.”

For Bender, Scheele credited the veter-
an runner for embodying one of the most 
important intangibles a cross-country rac-
er can have.

“Charlie has had a lot of good seasons 
stacked on top of each other. Last year, 
as a Grade 11, he stepped up for the team 
and raced well. I think, with another year 
under his belt of training, injury-free, and 
that big word we keep coming back to – 
consistency – I think with all those things 
coming together, he’s comfortable out 
there. He’s worked really hard and makes 
it look easy in these first few rounds of 
qualifying.”

In Steffler’s case, Scheele described the 
OFSAA-bound para runner as an “iron-
man” for DCVI’s cross-country squad 
this year.

“Quinton had another great race. He has 
been consistent all season. He is a bit of 
an ironman as he didn’t miss any races 
this season. He doesn’t miss a practice, 
he doesn’t miss a race, he’s always out 
there and he’s always pushing himself. 
He wants to work hard and he definitely 
shows that every day. I would have to at-
tribute his success to his consistency, his 
willingness to come out every day.”

Scheele also praised the entire 
cross-country team from St. Marys for 
their team spirit.

“We have a really solid team this year. 
It’s a very encouraging team that lifts ev-
eryone up throughout the year. Everyone 
has definitely gotten closer and cheers 
everyone on. When Chisa was in that last 
race, I was just getting everyone all fired 
up, and everyone was running around the 
course. Our team chemistry just shows us 
how strong and  deep a team we are.”

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

Junior boys repeat as WOSSAA champions

DCVI’s Bender, Seshima, Steffler qualify for OFSAA 
with top-four finishes

Pictured from left to right are Charlie Bender, Chisa Seshima and Quinton Steffler during the 
WOSSAA Cross-Country Championship Oct. 29. Bender finished second in the senior boys’ 
race. Seshima placed third in the senior girls’ event. Steffler captured fourth in the para di-
vision. All three qualified for OFSAA with their top-four finishes. 

(MARK DEWAN PHOTOS)

Pictured are Hayden Barker (#523), Volker Fraser (#522), Andrew Seebach (#521) and Will 
Richardson (#520), the four members of the St. Marys DCVI junior boys squad that emerged 
on top overall at the Oct. 29 WOSSAA Cross-Country Championship and qualified to go to 
OFSAA Nov. 9 in Sudbury. 

(MARK DEWAN PHOTOS)
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PRESERVE OF THE MONTH
10% OFF Spirited Jams and Jellies

STORE HOURS IN NOVEMBER
Mondays: CLOSED

Tuesday – Saturday: 10 am – 5 pm
Sunday: 10 am – 3:30 pm

4074 Perth Line #9, St. Marys, ON • www.mccullys.ca • 519.284.2564

FRESH ONTARIO APPLES & CIDER
We have Honey Crisp, Gala, Macintosh, 

Courtland, Ambrosia and Bartlett Pears. Cider 
comes in 2L and 4L containers

F U N E R A L
H O M E

Helping you design
affordable and personal
services including:

burial
cremation
donation to science
celebrations of life
open houses
religious services

DID YOU KNOW
You can begin pre-arranging

your funeral by scanning
this QR code or visiting

www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca
and clicking on “Resources”

then “pre-arrange online”
to complete a

basic information
form.

 47 Wellington St. S., St. Marys
519-284-2820 | www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

Andrew L.
Hodges

Forman Electric completes light upgrade at 
CBHFM’s King Field

King Field at the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame and 
Museum (CBHFM) received an infrastructure upgrade, 
which was started Oct. 29 and finished Nov. 2, in the 
form of new and improved light fixtures.

A crew from Forman Electric completed the installa-
tion at the hall of fame grounds. The project included re-
placing the old halogen lights with new energy-efficient 
LED lights, with Scott Crawford, the CBHFM’s director 

of operations, describing the lighting upgrade as a big 
win for local baseball players.

“The Hall of Fame was able to secure the funding from 
the Jays Care Foundation for the light replacement,” 
said Crawford. “This will allow for a better playing ex-
perience for all the St. Marys kids and adults who fill 
the ballfields every evening all season long and provide 
a better playing experience because they are brighter, 
newer and instantly bright, therefore not needing to wait 
for them to fully turn on.”

As noted, the funding for the light upgrade came from 

the Jays Care Foundation’s Field of Dreams initiative, 
with the original announcement of the funding being 
made June 7 earlier this year.

King Field in St. Marys was one of 22 ballparks across 
the country to receive a total of $2.6 million as part of 
the Field of Dreams program, which helps to build, en-
hance, or refurbish baseball diamonds in communities 
throughout Canada. The 2026 Field of Dreams invest-
ment was the largest since the program’s inception, 
which has invested more than $24 million since it was 
created in 2000.

Beginning Oct. 29 and wrapping up Nov. 2, a crew from For-
man Electric completed a light replacement at King Field at 
the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum (CBHFM). 
The new energy-efficient LED lights will provide “a better 
playing experience” for local ball players, said CBHFM di-
rector of operations Scott Crawford. The funding for the 
upgrade came from the Jays Care Foundation’s Field of 
Dreams program.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

The crew from Forman Electric took down the old halogen lights from the posts around King Field on the first day of the 
project, before replacing them over the next two days with the new energy-efficient LED lights.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTOS)

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter
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St. Marys Bowling Lanes turns into haunted house on Halloween

www.waterstreetdentistry.ca
waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com

(226) 661-0192
60 Water Street South, St. Marys

Accepting 
New Smiles!

Find us on Facebook

Herd Dispersal Live 
Auction Sale 

of  135 Bred Cows/Heifers
Saturday November 21, 11:00am
to be held at 554447 Mono-Amaranth TLine, Mono, ON

Preview on day of sale, or by appointment
  Directions: Go west through Orangeville on Hwy 9 to County Rd 16 
(Veterans Way at Greenwood Cemetery), turn north 5 miles to farm 
on East side. OR  From Shelburne go east on Hwy 89 for 2 miles to 
Mono-Amaranth Townline, turn south & go 5 miles to farm on East 

side.Townline, turn south & go 5 miles to farm on East side.
 

Auctioneers: Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264    
Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083

Email: mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur 

- full listing & photos

Cattle: (79 )Heifers: (18) Char, (17) Blk Simm, (33) Angus, (11) Red  -1st 
time calvers, bred Angus & Limo, vacc.   (18) X-bred Heifers  - bred 
Black Angus, vacc. (17) Angus Heifers - bred Black Angus. (10) Blk 
Angus cows - all bred Black Angus, vacc. (8) Charolais Cows - bred 
Charolais, vacc. (3) Mixed Cows - with calf at side, vacc.  
All Cows will be preg checked prior to sale.
Lunch Booth                                                                         
Washroom Available
Terms & Conditions: Cash or cheque with proper I.D. on day of 
sale. Owner & Auctioneer will not be responsible for any accidents 
or loss on day of sale. All announcements on day of sale will take 
precedence over printed ads.

The St. Marys Bowling Lanes hosted a haunted night of fun on Halloween, welcoming trick-or-treaters, handing out candy, and celebrating with costume-clad bowlers and visitors of all 
ages Oct. 31.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)
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84 Wellington Street South
St. Marys, ON (519) 284-1690

Brought to you by your local

84 Wellington Street South
St. Marys, ON (519) 284-1690

Brought to you by your local

Russell Ward sends the puck on target during the Downie Optimist Club U9 LL Boys Blue 
St. Marys Rock game last Saturday.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Hudson Terpstra blasts a big shot from the point during last Thursday’s McKinley Hatchery 
U13 B Boys St. Marys Rock game.

(CHARIS MUHTAR PHOTO)

Rowan Pickel sends a shot flying off the rush during this past Sunday’s U18 LL Boys St. 
Marys Rock game. 

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Addie Dundas snipes the ring on goal during the McKinley Hatchery FUN3 St. Marys Snipers 
(Vergeer) game last Saturday.

(CHARIS MUHTAR PHOTO)

Korie King releases a shot on net during last Saturday’s Frayne Custom Cabinets-Hubbard 
Pharmacy U12 C St. Marys Snipers game.

(CHARIS MUHTAR PHOTO)

Elliot Cociu scores on a penalty shot during the McKinley Hatchery U13 LL Boys Blue St. 
Marys Rock game last Saturday.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)
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Sometimes, newcomers arriving in 
Canada seem to have similar experiences 
on the surface – starting over, facing new 
challenges and building a foundation. But 
when you get to know the people behind 
these journeys, every path turns out to be 
entirely unique. I always feel a genuine 
sense of joy watching fellow Ukrainians 
navigate immigration and turn tough mo-
ments into personal triumphs.

​The reason I want to share my friend’s 
experience today is because it shows 
what sheer determination looks like, and 
how much a welcoming town like ours 
truly matters.

​Today, the spotlight is on Ira Ivchenko. 
Many of you might actually know her 
family already through her husband, Val, 
who runs Legend tattoo studio in down-
town St. Marys. Over the past couple of 
years, Val has built a fantastic reputation 
in our town, becoming widely known for 
his extraordinary artistic detail and cus-
tom ink work. But behind every strong 
family is a story of shared strength, and 
today I want to introduce you to Ira’s own 
remarkable journey.

​If you ask her what matters most in 
travel, she won’t talk about cheap flights 
or fancy resort packages. She’ll tell you 
it’s having someone dependable to rely 
on when something goes wrong.

​Back in Ukraine, she worked in tour-
ism for years. Her main focus was al-
ways looking out for her clients. When 
flights were canceled mid-trip, luggage 
went missing, or unexpected problems 
popped up overseas, she was the first per-
son people called. Long after standard of-
fice hours, she stayed at her desk fixing 
schedules and making sure families made 
it home safely. For her, travel was never 
about just pushing buttons on a comput-

er screen – it was about genuinely taking 
care of people.

​When she arrived in Canada, her travel 
career had to take a backseat for a while. 
To support her family and build a solid 
financial foundation, she took a physi-
cally demanding job on a factory floor. It 
was exhausting work, but she did it with 
pride, resilience and dedication.

​During this busy time, her family also 
welcomed their second baby right here 
in Canada. Yet, even with a newborn, a 
bustling household and factory fatigue, 
her active nature and desire to give back 
never slowed down.

​In Ukraine, alongside her travel back-
ground, she was deeply involved in ten-
nis. Wanting to connect with our local 
community, she stepped up as a volunteer 

coach over the summer, teaching youth 
tennis lessons to local kids on our courts. 
Watching her passion was a wonderful re-
minder of how much heart she brings to 
everything she does.

​Between raising two kids, coaching ten-
nis and adjusting to life in a new country, 
her days were packed. Yet she decided it 
was the right moment to step back toward 
her main profession and study Canadian 
travel law.

In Ontario, anyone selling travel must 
be certified by the Travel Industry Coun-
cil of Ontario (TICO). The system pro-
tects consumers, but the study guides are 
full of complex legal terms, liability rules 
and strict regulations.

​Studying Canadian laws in a second 
language while caring for a baby late at 
night was no easy task. But she spent two 
intense weeks studying, building her En-
glish vocabulary and passed the rigorous 

TICO exam on her very first attempt.
​For her, stepping into the Canadian 

travel industry has been a fascinating ex-
perience, especially comparing it to how 
things operate back in Ukraine. It isn’t 
just about learning new licensing rules 
and strict government regulations. What 
excites her most is discovering the differ-
ent travel habits and favourite getaway 
destinations of Canadian tourists.

​She also notes that travelers in Canada 
enjoy an exceptional level of legal pro-
tection. With clear safety protocols and 
compensation structures in place for un-
expected disruptions, clients can explore 
the world with real peace of mind.

​With her license in hand, her next step 
was learning how the local market works. 
And this is where the magic of a small 
town like St. Marys comes in. Here, no 
meeting is ever truly random, and every-
one seems connected in the most unex-
pected ways.

​She ended up having a chat with Stew-
art Grant, who owns Stonetown Travel 
and publishes this newspaper. That single 
conversation showed how close-knit our 
community is. Stewart offered practical 
advice, explained how travel agencies op-
erate locally and warmly encouraged her 
path forward.

​“In a big city, you’re often just anoth-
er resume in an inbox,” she said. “Here 
in St. Marys, people are genuinely con-
nected. A simple conversation over coffee 
gave me clear direction.”

​While she continues working through 
the lengthy paperwork for Permanent 
Residence, she refuses to put her life or 
goals on pause. Armed with her TICO 
certification, years of international ex-
perience and a genuine passion for hos-
pitality, she is excited to begin this new 
chapter right here in our town.

​Her story is a sweet reflection of what 
makes St. Marys so special – a place 
where hard work, community warmth and 
new beginnings naturally come together.

COLUMNS
UKRAINIAN CORNER: The art of starting over – Ira Ivchenko’s inspiring St. Marys journey

ALONA VASYLIEVA

Independent Columnist

Straight From 
The Shelves

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library
Are you a teen who loves animals and/or 

crafting? Then the Pompom Animals Teen 
Craft is perfect for you! Learn how to cre-
ate cute animals out of yarn in a fun and 
inclusive space ideal for kids aged 10-16. 
Night one of this free program is Monday, 
November 9, and the second is Monday, 
November 23. Attend one night or both (we 
recommend coming to both if you’re inter-
ested in making multiple fluffy friends!). 
Register for the night(s) you wish to attend 
here: tinyurl.com/PomPom-Teen-Craft

Up This Week
- Fri., Nov. 6: PA Fun Day (10:30 a.m. 

to 5 p.m.), Kids Chocolate Bar BINGO* 

(1-2 p.m.)
- Sat., Nov. 7: Pet Safety with Dog-

goDen*~ (10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.)
- Mon., Nov. 9: Beginners Mahjong 

(10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.), Teen Craft (6-8 
p.m.)*

- Tues., Nov. 10: Open 10:30 a.m. to 8 
p.m.

- Wed., Nov. 11: Digital Literacy – Ses-
sion 3* (5-7 p.m.), FOL Social (6:30-8 
p.m.)

- Thurs., Nov. 12: Open 10:30 a.m. to 8 
p.m.
*Registration Required ~Held in the Friendship Centre 
Multipurpose Room (317 James St. S)

Home in St. Marys: Ira Ivchenko alongside her husband, Val (owner of Legend tattoo studio), 
and their two children.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are that of their authors and do 
not reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent or Grant Haven Media.

East Ward Park holds a deep historical 
significance as it was the burial ground 
for members of the United, Presbyterian, 
Methodist and Anglican congregations, 
with some graves dating back to 1885. 

Now, the Bereavement Authority  of 
Ontario plans to replace the children’s 
playground and baseball diamond with 
grass at a cost upwards of $450,000. 
While walking will still be allowed, all 

children’s play will be prohibited. 
This change risks losing a space that 

has brought joy to our community since 
the 1960s. Is this an investment we truly 
want, when it may take away the laugh-
ter of our children? Let’s not accept this; 
let’s raise our voices and stop this unnec-
essary cost and hurt.

Heather McKenzie, St. Marys

Don’t sacrifice laughter and fun 
for history at East Ward Park
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THE GROOMER
Grooming Service 

& Pet Sitting 
Available

WELLINGTON STREET

GUEST HOUSE

A modern and charming guest house for the
perfect getaway - book your stay today!

wellingtonstreetgh.wixsite.com/mysite 
wellingtonstreetguesthouse@gmail.com

255 Wellington St. S. , St. Marys • 519.284.0036

EAT AT OUR HOUSE: Low-sodium weeknight dinner menu

As many know, I am on a 
low-sodium renal diet. A com-
mon misconception is what I eat 
lacks flavour with limited salt 
and seasonings. 

Quite the contrary, you can en-
joy your favourite foods while 
maintaining healthy food choic-
es. The following two recipes 
are on my list of favourite com-
fort foods you don’t have to sac-
rifice. 

The dessert may not be renal 
friendly, but what else are we 
going to do with all the leftover 
Halloween candy?

Happy November. 
Low-sodium Texas-style chili
Serves 6
Ingredients:
• 1lb lean ground beef
• 1 large onion 
• 1 can tomato sauce, unsalted 

if possible
• 1 cup low-sodium beef broth
• 1 cup water
• 1 can green chili pepper, 

chopped (can be found in Mex-
ican section)

• 1 orange or red bell pepper, 
chopped

• 2 tbsp chilli powder (I like 
Troyer’s Spices’ salt-free blend)

• 1 tbsp garlic powder or gran-
ulated garlic

• 1/4 tsp cumin
• 1/2 tsp dried oregano
• 1/2 tsp dried thyme 
• 1 tsp dried basil
• 1/4 tsp Cajun seasoning
Method:
• In a large pot, cook beef over 

medium heat until browned.
• Stir in onion and cook until 

soft.
• Stir in tomato sauce, 1 cup 

broth, 1 cup water, green chilis, 
bell pepper and spices.

• Bring to a boil then reduce 
heat to medium-low and simmer 
for at least 1 hour. The longer it 
goes, the more the flavours de-
velop. Add salt to taste.

• Serve with cornbread recipe 
below, tortilla chips, rice, gar-
lic bread, etc. Optional to add 
shredded cheese and sour cream.

Easy low-sodium cornbread
Prep: 7 minutes; Cook: 23 

minutes; Total: 30 minutes; 
Serves: 12

Ingredients:
• 1 cup all-purpose flour, not 

self-rising
• 1 cup yellow cornmeal
• 3/4 tsp baking soda
• 2/3 cup brown sugar, packed. 

This recipe makes a sweeter 
cornbread but you can decrease 
brown sugar to 1/2 cup.

• 2 eggs beat until frothy
• 1/2 cup cooking oil: veg, 

canola or avocado
• 1 cup minus 1 tbsp milk
• 1 tbsp white vinegar
Method:
• Preheat oven to 400°F. Spray 

baking dish with cooking spray 
or unsalted butter. 

• Prepare the milk and vine-
gar mixture so the milk can sour 
while other ingredients are being 
prepared. Add 1 tbsp vinegar to 
a measuring cup and add milk to 
reach 1 cup. Set aside.

• Mix first 4 dry ingredients 
in a medium sized mixing bowl 
and whisk until well blended,

• Add oil, well beaten eggs and 
buttermilk to dry ingredients. 

• Mix until just blended with 
a spatula. Batter may be slightly 
lumpy.

• Pour/spread the batter into 
a greased baking dish. Bake 
in preheated oven for 22-26 
minutes just until cornbread 
is a light golden-brown colour 
and toothpick comes out clean. 
Don’t overbake! The cornbread 
may appear loose in the middle 
but as long as toothpick comes 
out clean it is baked enough.

Halloween candy cookie bars
Leftover Halloween candy? 

Look no further.
Prep: 15 minutes; Cook: 30 

minutes; Total: 45 minutes; 
Serves: 16

Ingredients:
• 1/2 cup unsalted butter, melt-

ed
• 3/4 cup packed light brown 

sugar
• 1 large egg + 1 large egg 

yolk, room temperature
• 2 tsp vanilla extract
• 1/4 tsp baking powder
• 1/4 tsp salt
• 1 cup all-purpose flour
• 3/4 cup chopped candy bars 

(whichever you prefer)
Method:
• Preheat oven to 350°F. Line 

an 8x8-inch square baking pan 
with parchment paper on all 
sides.

• In a large mixing bowl, whisk 
melted butter, brown sugar until 
combined. Whisk in egg, egg 
yolk and vanilla until combined.

• Add flour, baking powder 
and salt. Using a silicone spatu-
la, whisk until no streaks of flour 
remain. Gently fold in chopped 
up Halloween candy, mixing 
only until combined.

• Scrape batter into prepared 
pan, spreading to edges.

• Bake until edges are set and 
blondies are golden brown. 25-
30 minutes. They will continue 
to bake as they cool in pan. 

• Place pan in cooling rack and 
allow bars to cool completely 
before slicing into 9 bars or 16 
smaller ones. 

LAUREN EEDY

Independent Columnist

You don’t have to sacrifice flavour when cutting down on salt. Try this 
low-sodium Texas-style chilli as an example.

(LAUREN EEDY PHOTO)
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There is a conundrum that 
faces travel journalists: should 
we constantly visit new desti-
nations, or is it okay to return 
to those we love? Well, obvi-
ously, it’s ideal when we – and 
therefore, our readers – discover 
somewhere new. And that’s usu-
ally the goal, and I usually man-
age to accomplish it.

But there are some places so 
special that they almost demand 
our revisited attention. And the 
Underwater Sculpture Park at 
the Caribbean island of Grenada 
is one of those.

I first experienced the sculp-
ture park in 2023. I had the great 
good fortune to be on the spot as 
many new sculptures were add-
ed to the attraction. And I was 
able to spend a lot of time with 
the primary sculptor who has 
produced the amazing works – 
Jason deCaires Taylor.

So, when I got the invitation 
to return to Grenada and pay 
another visit to the underwater 
attraction, I was delighted.

Here’s the back story. Taylor, 
a very talented artist, is also an 
experienced scuba diver. He 
came to Grenada in 2004 plan-
ning to open a dive shop. That 
didn’t happen.

But something much more 
significant did take place. He 
became aware of a bay on Gre-
nada’s west coast where all the 

underwater life had been dec-
imated by a hurricane. To the 
artist in Taylor, this was an easel 
begging to be filled.

So he did. In 2006, the first 
sculptures were lowered into the 
bay. Life-sized or larger, they 
were intended to attract the at-
tention of divers – including, 
of course, tourists – and also 
to serve as artificial reefs that 
might encourage the regrowth 
and return of coral and other 
marine life.

The project grew – both ex-
panding and successfully foster-
ing oceanic growth – eventually 
including over 40 sculptures by 
a number of different artists.

Then came 2023 when the 
park nearly doubled in size, with 
31 sculptures added – again, 
most by Taylor – to bring the 
total to 75. The new sculptures 
included “Coral Carnival” – 
many large statues representing 
figures from Grenada’s folk cul-
ture. The entire installation has 
been named one of the 25 won-
ders of the world by National 
Geographic. And I was blessed 
to be on hand as the works were 
lowered into the sea, and then to 
be able to don my snorkel and 
swim among them.

Taylor never sees his works as 
finished products. He loves the 
fact that as they remain in their 
aquatic setting, they inevitably 
change. Some of the changes 
to the earlier works involved 
the erosion of some features, 
but Taylor and his artistic col-
leagues have constantly im-
proved their materials – always 
aware of causing no environ-
mental damage – so today, the 
changes involve natural addi-
tions. Coral and sea plants grow 
on the sculptures, changing their 
appearance, often in dramatic 
ways.

And I got to see this up close 

and personal on my return visit 
this year. I don’t dive, but I do 
love to snorkel, and the works in 
the Underwater Sculpture Park 
are in water sufficiently shallow 
that snorkelers can get a very 
good look at each one without 
diving. Taylor says the sculp-
tures are all at depths of no more 
than eight metres.

During this 2026 trip, I and a 
few travel-journalist colleagues 
went out on a tour with folks 
from Eco Dive, a dive shop 
deeply committed to environ-
mental protection and educa-
tion. Led by a well-informed 
guide, we snorkeled around 
the Molinere Beauséjour Ma-
rine Protected Area (the official 
name of the bay) to see every 
one of the 75 works.

And yes, time and salt water 
have certainly collaborated with 
the original artists to bring con-
tinual change to the sculptures. 
The most exciting changes re-
flect the success this project has 
had in turning static pieces of art 
into living, artificial reefs. In my 
opinion, the pieces are continu-
ally becoming more beautiful, 
more interesting and more com-
pelling.

Taylor was also asked to cre-
ate and place an underwater 
sculpture off the shore of anoth-
er island – Carriacou – which is 
officially part of Grenada. Carri-
acou was slammed by Hurricane 
Beryl in 2024, but is well on the 
way to recovery, and a visit – by 
small plane or ferry – can be a 
fascinating part of your visit to 
Grenada.

From time to time, I get asked 
for my opinion about travel des-
tinations. Especially now, when 
many Canadians are avoiding 
travel to the U.S., people won-
der about warm-weather holi-
days including in the Caribbean.

I have not visited every Carib-

bean island, but having sampled 
quite a few, I can easily say that 
my favourites are the Windward 
Islands – those in the eastern 
Caribbean, including Domini-
ca, Barbados, Grenada and their 
neighbours.

They are all great spots for a 
cold-weather escape. But Gre-
nada is undoubtedly special for 
a number of reasons – warm 
hospitality, superb beaches (es-
pecially Grand Anse), terrific 
food, unique culture, fascinating 
history (where else will you find 

a child’s playground sharing 
a park with the hulks of aban-
doned Russian war planes?).

But first on my list of great 
Grenadian treasures is the ev-
er-changing Underwater Sculp-
ture Park. Grab your snorkel 
and go!

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and Past-Presi-
dent of the Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net. 

PAUL KNOWLES

Independent Columnist

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Grenada’s ever-changing Underwater Sculpture Park

Vicissitudes by Jason deCaires Taylor is one of the early works in the Un-
derwater Sculpture Garden, clearly visible to snorkelers as well as divers.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF PURE GRENADA)

Part of the new “A World Adrift” installation in the waters off Carriacou.
(JASON DECAIRES TAYLOR PHOTO)

The author was an on-the-spot spectator for the installation 
of 31 new sculptures in 2023.

(JASON DECAIRES TAYLOR PHOTO)
Coral and other sea life constantly changes the appearance of 
the sculptures, as the installation succeeds as an artificial reef.

(JASON DECAIRES TAYLOR PHOTO)

The artist, Jason deCaires Taylor. (PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
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Thorndale News A section within the 
St. Marys Independent

Sports Bar & Wing NightSports Bar & Wing Night

Thorndale Lions Club Presents

THURS. NOV. 26TH - kick off at 4:30 PM

Thorndale Lions Community Centre 

TO ORDER ONLINE, GO TO THORNDALELIONSCLUB.CA

Sometimes, when we challenge ourselves, no matter 
what the feat is, it can be an amazing experience, al-
lowing us to learn more about ourselves and the world 
around us.

Recently, Connie Bontje and Valerie Jary of Thorn-
dale returned from their Camino de Santigo walk, the 
world-famous and historic pilgrimage route that leads to 
the shrine of Saint Jamines in Santiago de Compostela in 
northwest Spain. Bontje and Jary chose the Portuguese 
route starting from Porta, Portugal, approximately 260 
kilometres in length.

Carrying backpacks with all their clothing and necessi-
ties, along with sleeping bags, rain gear and extra shoes, 
weighing in at 6.8 kilograms in total, Bontje and Jary 
walked between 20 and 28 kilometres each day. They 
started out at 6:30 a.m. and walked until early afternoon 
each day, when they arrived at their accommodations for 
the night – either small hotels or hostels. 

When they started out in Porto, they were given a pil-
grim passport in which they collected stamps along the 
route. These stamps became very important in earning 
their official Compostela certificate upon completion of 
the walking route. At the start of their journey, they were 
also given a large white scallop shell to hang on their 
backpacks, signifying that they were walking the Cami-

no de Santiago.
Besides the challenge of the daily trek through small 

historic villages, varied terrain, lush woodlands and roll-
ing farmland, Bontje said the experience was wonderful. 

“We were immersed in the culture of the area. Once we 
finished for the day and got to our accommodation, we 
would do any washing we had, clean ourselves up and 
explore the village we were staying in. It was a wonder-
ful experience, especially meeting people from all over 
the world who were also on this walk. Sometimes we 
would meet the same people two or three times along 
the way,” she said.

“A few days in our walk, I developed blisters on my 
heal and had to go to urgent care,” Jary added. “That 
was upsetting and painful, and the worst part about my 
walk. I thought I would have to quit and go home. But 
after a day of rest and a well-bandaged foot, I continued 
only at a slower pace than Connie and we would meet up 
every afternoon at our agreed-upon stop. I learned and 
proved to myself I can do anything, even with blisters. 
We actually walked 300 kilometres and we’re so proud 
of what we did.” 

When asked about their most memorable experience, 
both Bontje and Jary agreed. 

“Every day had special moments, happy accidents or 
incidents that made us smile, absorbing local culture and 
interacting with people along our route,” Bontje said. 

Walking the Camino: A journey of 
perseverance and discovery
NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

Thorndale’s Connie Bontje and Valerie Jary at the end of 
their 300-kilometre Camino de Santigo walk in front of the 
Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in Galicia, Spain.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

What’s happening at the Thorndale Library in November

Whether you’re looking to get creative, 
find your next favourite book, honour 
Canada’s veterans or get a head start on 
holiday decorating, the Thorndale Li-
brary has something for everyone this 
November.

Along with its regular programming for 
young children, families and youth, the 
library is offering several special events 
and activities for residents of all ages.

• Valentines for Vets: Nov. 3-14. Chil-
dren and adults are encouraged to make 

special cards for veterans in recognition 
and appreciation of their service. Cards 
can be handed in to Thorndale Library 
staff, who will forward them for distribu-
tion to veterans across Canada.

• The Art of Hanging Out: Wednesday, 
Nov. 4, 4:30-5:30 p.m. School-aged chil-
dren and youth ages seven to 17 are invit-
ed to spend time with friends, get creative 
and challenge their crafting skills. It’s a 
chance to hang out, try something new 
and enjoy an afternoon of creativity at the 
library.

• November Book Sale: Saturday, Nov. 
14, to Saturday, Nov. 21, during regular 

library hours. Come to the library and 
pick up a book or even a bag full! Find 
some good reads while supporting library 
programming. Books are available by do-
nation.

• Vintage Book Ornament: Tuesday, 
Nov. 17, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Get into 
the holiday spirit with this creative deco-
ration program. Using pages from an old 
book, participants will craft a snowflake 
ornament that brings an old-fashioned 
touch to their holiday decor. Registration 
required.

• Winter Driving Refresher: Tuesday, 
Dec. 8, 10:30 a.m. Seniors concerned 

about winter driving are invited to join 
Kristy from the Ministry of Transpor-
tation for a refresher on driving safely 
during the winter months. The presenta-
tion will cover seasonal rules of the road 
and what to keep in your vehicle in case 
of an emergency.

For more information or to register for 
programs, visit the Thorndale Library in 
person or online at library.middlesex.ca, 
call 519-461-1150 or email thorndale_
staff@middlesex.ca.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
CALL 519.284.0041 OR EMAIL INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Riddles
What has 13 hearts, but no lungs, feet or 

bellybuttons?
A deck of cards.

What five-letter word becomes shorter when you add 
two letters to it?

Short.

I speak without a mouth and hear without ears. I have 
nobody, but I come alive with the wind. What am I?

An echo.

What is always in front of you but can never be seen?
The future.

What starts with a ‘P’, ends with an ‘E’, and has 
thousands of letters?

A post office

Give me a drink, and I will die. Feed me, and I’ll get 
bigger. What am I?

A fire.

What breaks as soon as you say its name?
Silence

What’s one thing that tastes better than it smells?
Your tongue.

What word begins with E and ends with E, but only 
has one letter?

Envelope.

I have no wings, but I can fly. I have no eyes, but I can 
cry. What am I?

A cloud.

The future!

What is always in 

front of you but 

can never be seen?

Levi Garniss (10)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that appears in the paper gets a 

FREE MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Riddle Kid

STELLA
Our Pet of the Week is Stella, a nine-week-
old Golden Retriever (90%) Labrador (10%) 

mix. Stella is adjusting well with her new 
family, the McEwans. Recently Stella has 
learned to sit. She loves her treat ball and 

loves meeting new friends.

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is pleased to be the sponsor of the 

PET OF THE WEEK
On Remembrance Day, we honour the courage and 
sacrifice of those who served and remember the 
important role animals have played alongside them 
throughout history. 
Take a moment to reflect, remember, and cherish the 
companionship our pets bring to our lives. 

OCTOBER NEWS HIGHLIGHTS

SPONSORED BY: 
Adult Learning Programs of Perth, Upstairs at the St. Marys Public Library 

15 Church St. N, St. Marys, ON   |   Phone: 519.284.3932   |   Cell: 226.374.8231
alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca  |  www.adultlearningperth.ca  |  Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

FlyDubai 
attack

Messi retires

Roller coasters

Starlink

Alberta vote

Russian asset

French riots

CFB 
Wainwright

BC Election

Milwaukee 
Brewers

- Word Search - 
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FERN PRIDHAM – Real Estate Broker

519.274.2885
fernpridham@gmail.com

Sponsored by:

Solutions on pg. 39

OBITUARY

Susan Glennie Mowat died 
peacefully on October 13, 
2026 at the Stratford General 
Hospital. She was 79 years of 
ago.
Susan was predeceased by 
her father, George Henderson 
Mowat, and her mother, Helen 
MacGregor Glennie; she was 
also predeceased by her sister 

Barbara Morton. She is survived by her nephew David 
Crowder, her niece, Cheryl Lavigne, seven first cousins 
and a number of other younger relatives.
Susan grew up in Thornhill, Ontario. She then moved to 
Toronto where she worked at Montreal Trust for some 
years. During her time in Toronto she enjoyed a trip to 
England and Holland with a friend.
She was very close to her cousin, Hugh Mowat, and when 
Hugh and his family moved to St. Marys, Susan moved 
too. During her time in St. Marys, she joined the Salvation 
Army; she proudly participated in the Sunday services 
and volunteered at the Salvation Army food bank and 
thrift shop. She enjoyed the companionship of the friends 
she made there. When her involvement with the Salvation 
Army ended, she joined several smaller religious 
communities and looked forward to hearing the Sunday 
messages each week.
The family would like to extend their heart felt thanks to 
Diana and Cal Drury who became friends of Susan’s and 
supported her during the final years of her life. When 
Susan moved from St. Marys to Seaforth and then to 
Tavistock, Diana and Cal kept in touch with her, visiting 
her on a regular basis and helping her manage her affairs. 
Susan, too, was very appreciative of all that Diana and Cal 
did for her.
At Susan’s request there will not be any funeral, her ashes 
will be buried in St. Marys Cemetery.

Mowat
OBITUARY

Murray Pickel passed away on 
Oct. 31, 2026, aged 71 years. 
A much loved husband of 
Suzanne Seiler and amazing 
father of David (Kelsey) and 
Jeff(Renee). He adored his 
grandchildren, Hannah, Mathew, 
Kylie and Bree. Murray was the 
eldest son of Lois and Harold 
Pickel. Brother of Donna, Jean 

(Paul) McRoberts, Charles (Diane), Ron (Kelly), and Anne 
(Steve) Mills. He was loved by many nieces and nephews. 
Murray grew up in a farming family in Wellburn. A life 
long passion for hockey, Murray played for the St Marys 
Lincolns, racking up a few goals and even more penalties. 
Murray received a scholarship to play hockey at Western 
Michigan University. He played four years and earned 
an honours business degree. Murray remained a proud 
Bronco throughout his life. 
After graduation Murray worked diligently for 40 plus 
years in agricultural chemical industry. Murray had 
many successful business ventures and spent time as a 
township councillor. Murray always maintained his love 
for farming and continued to farm with his brothers Ron 
and Charles and nephew Jack. 
Sadly, Murray developed Parkinson’s disease, and has 
spent the last year and a half living at Kingsway Lodge in 
St. Marys, receiving excellent care. 
A celebration of life, will be held at the River Valley Golf 
Club, 4725 Line 1, St Marys, on Sunday November 8 
from 1 - 4pm. Donations to any of the following would be 
greatly appreciated: St. Marys Healthcare Foundation, 
Browns United Church, or Kingsway Life Care. 
Online tributes at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

Pickel
OBITUARY

Robert George Shrubsole 
passed away peacefully, 
surrounded by those he loved 
most, with family by his side, at 
St. Marys Memorial Hospital on 
November 1, 2026 at the age of 
78 years. 
He shared 56 wonderful years 
of marriage with his beloved 
wife Norma (nee Currah). He 

was a devoted family man who took immense pride in his 
three children Rob (Tracie), Steve (Bridget) and Teresa 
Hunter (Kyle) and later, his grandchildren Sophie, Emily, 
Sullivan, Campbell, Ryerson, Jordan and Georgia, who 
were his pride and joy. He is also remembered by his 
sister Glenna Hall (Will). He was predeceased by his 
parents, Roy and Laura Shrubsole, sisters Gail Snyder 
and Jane Potter and brother Roy Shrubsole. 
Some of George’s happiest moments were spent on the 
sidelines cheering for his grandchildren and watching 
them play sports. He was also a lifelong Toronto Maple 
Leafs fan, always supporting his favourite team. When he 
wasn’t spending time with family or watching hockey, he 
could often be found outside, taking great pride in caring 
for his lawn. 
Cremation has taken place. A private family graveside 
service will be held at a later date. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to St. Marys Healthcare Foundation 
or a charity of one’s choice would be appreciated by the 
family. 
Online tributes at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

Shrubsole

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
CALL 519.284.0041 OR EMAIL INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 or email
info@stmarysindependent.com 
to inquire about our directory

APPRAISALS

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
IN OUR DIRECTORYCall 519-284-0041 or email us 

at info@stmarysindependent.com

EAVESTROUGH HOME CARE

ELECTRICAL

519.701.8838
suresealeavestrough@gmail.com

Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum

Gutter Guard • Heavy Built
Fascia • Soffit • Trim Bending & More

WES BENNET • ST. MARYS ON

����������������������

NOW ACCEPTINGNOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTSNEW CLIENTS
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�����������������

Providing specialized care for:
Stoma - Cancer - Diabetes - Neurological Disorders 

Epilepsy - Spinal Injury
In addition to every day care

Serving St. Marys and Area since 2022

Call 519-301-7791 (PSW1) 
www.cricket-care.com 

ECRA/ESA# 7016671

GREAT SERVICE 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
Full Service Electrical Solutions 

226-921-1739
info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
Give us a call today!

O�ering Insurance Services for:

199 Elgin St E  • St. Marys  ON • 519-284-1900 
inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca

HEAT / COOL

REAL ESTATE

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

TAKE OUT FOOD

118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

Mon 
CLOSED

Tues to Thurs 
11-9

Fri and Sat 
11-10

Sun 
3-8

SENIOR SERVICES
Better Ways For Seniors Ltd.

519.868.3021

don@betterwaysforseniors.com

www.BetterWaysForSeniors.com

BetterWaysForSeniors

Don Ewert
PAINTING

 Painting and Handyman  Painting and Handyman 
in and around St. Marysin and around St. Marys
Call Alex at 519-636-5874
for more information

WATER TREATING
SALES 

SERVICE 
RENTALS

Call Dave for more info 
at 519.349.2040

MUSIC

CLEANING

DISPOSAL

Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St., St. Marys

Robson Scrap Metal

PLUMBINGCONTRACTING

ST. MARYS LOCAL
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SEAMSTRESS
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED TO BUY
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals. Are you 
downsizing or need an estate clean out? We can help. Call or 
text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, Pepsi or 
any pop company. Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc. 
Old radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches, 
old fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and 
signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture. If you are 
moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me at 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE
Shade Trees; Maples, Oaks, Birch, Beech, Honey Locusts, Elms, 
Magnolia, Hydrangea Tree, Tulip Tree, Crab apples, Ivory Silk 
Lilac, Chanticleer Pear, Golden Weeping Willows and more. 
Apples, Pears, Peaches, Plums, Apricots, Nectarine, Blueberry, 
Haskap etc. Lots of healthy strong Spruce, Cedars and White Pine 
for your privacy hedges and windbreaks. Hundrceds of flowering 
shrubs. Reg Hours: 7am- 6pm Mon-Sat at Martins Nursery c/o 
Emanuel Martin. 42661 Orangehill Rd., Wroxeter, ON

WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop, 
Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, 
Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For more information: 
Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford / 226-972-5750

JUNK REMOVAL
Junk Removal - Garbage, Basements, Yards, Dump Runs Call 
Mike 519-276-7766

FOR RENT
Unique mahogany panelled three bedroom apartment. Walk 
up. Prestigious downtown address in the old post office above 
Gilly’s. Completely  renovated new kitchen, bathroom, laundry 
& storage room (with washer & dryer). All utilities, water, 
electricity, AC, wifi included, huge rooftop balcony. Up to two 
parking spaces. Lease, References, first & last required $2000/ 
month. OBO. Available December, call 519-697-4985

FOR SALE
Air Conditioner 5000 BTU, Double Bed, Leather Sofa & Chair, 
Matching End Tables, Desk for young adult, Antique Dresser 
& Library Table (1920’s era). If interested, please call 519-271-
5583 or leave a message

QUIZ ANSWERS
1.Topaz and Citrine
2.The Golden Ratio
3.Blue
4.Bruce Nuclear Generating 
Station
5.1945
6.Daisy dukes
7.The Beaver Moon
8.Marble
9.Vertebrae
10.Europe

SUDOKU ANSWERS

Looking 
Back

Volunteer of the year
25 years ago (2001)
An enlarged St. Marys Museum and better public ac-

cessibility are the cornerstones for a proposed upgrade, 
estimated at $300,000. Museum Curator Mary Smith 
outlined the project to Council at last Tuesday’s meet-
ing. She then received Council’s support to proceed 
with an application for grant funding to Heritage Cana-
da under its Cultural Spaces Canada program.

Sheila Greason’s name has been added to a long list 
of citizens who have given their time and energy to help 
make their community a better place. Sheila Greason 
was selected as St. Marys’ 2001 Volunteer of the Year 
on October 25. The retired school teacher’s list of com-
munity activities is amazing.

50 years ago (1976)
St. Marys Firefighters had a couple of runs over the 

weekend. The first call came at 5:30 p.m. Friday when 
residents in the east ward became concerned after 
youngsters set fire to a leaf pile. The second came at 
3:00 a.m. on Monday when the sprinkler alarm tripped 
off at Allied Farm Equipment, James Street South. No 
fire was discovered by firefighters at Allied.

Dr. Jim Loucks announced at the Monday night meet-
ing of the St. Marys Planning Board that he would not 
accept reappointment to that body as a result of his de-
cision to be a candidate for the Perth County Board of 
Education in the upcoming December election.

75 years ago (1951)
His Science Hill neighbours did a real service for 

Harry Hawkins last week when they pitched in and 
harvested 28 acres of corn for him. Harry is recovering 
from a recent operation.

Art Fort is still wondering who the good Samaritan 
was who changed a flat tire on his car on Sunday during 
the pouring rain. Mr. and Mrs. Fort were on their way 
with their family to church when the tire blew. They left 
the car on the street and proceeded on foot. With church 
over, they went back expecting to have to change the 
tire, but lo and behold, someone had beaten them to it.

100 years ago (1926)
Water lying on Wellington Street south has been 

causing complaints to come in from some citizens, 
who claim their cellars are partially filled by this. Town 
Council has approached a property owner on Water 
Street to allow a drain to run due west through their 
property but was met with refusal.

Robert Furness returned on Saturday from a two-week 
visit with his daughter in Michigan, and other friends in 
the Sarnia and Port Huron area. He made special en-
quiry to wages across the border and found that jobs 
over there were no better than they were here and wages 
were not so good in many cases. One plant in Michigan 
laid off 200 men and the works will be shut down until 
the new year.

AMY CUBBERLEY

Independent Columnist

THE WEEK AHEAD
SPONSORED BY: McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St. E., St. Marys
Founding and Forever partner of Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 32
Thorndale Library November events – See Page 35
FRIDAY, NOV 6
- Royal Agricultural Winter Fair begins – Nov 6 to Nov 15
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon
- A.N.A.F. meat draw  – 6 p.m.
- SMCP presents “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown” at the Town Hall 
theatre – 7:30 p.m.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Chatham Maroons at the PRC – 7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, NOV 7
- St. Marys Farmers Market at the PRC – 8 a.m. to Noon
- Veterans’ Decoration Day at the St. Marys Cemetery – 9 a.m. to Noon
- A.N.A.F. dart league – 12:45 p.m.
- SMCP presents “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown” at the Town Hall 
theatre – 2 p.m.
- Sports Wall of Fame induction ceremony at the PRC – 2 p.m.
- First Baptist Church presents the Magisterra Soloists – 3 p.m.
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 p.m.
SUNDAY, NOV 8
- Royal Canadian Legion parade from the Legion to the Town Hall 
cenotaph – 12:30 p.m. A ceremony of remembrance will follow.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Listowel Cyclones at Steve Kerr Memorial Complex 
– 2 p.m.
MONDAY, NOV 9
- Ione Grover new book launch of “The Unfolding” at Riverwalk Commons 
– 2-4 p.m.
TUESDAY, NOV 10
- St. Marys Legion Buddy Check coffee at the Legion – 10 a.m. to Noon
- St. Marys Legion cribbage – 7 p.m. sharp
WEDNESDAY, NOV 11
- Remembrance Service at the Town Hall cenotaph – 10:45 a.m.
- St. Marys Museum exhibit “Service on the Sea: St. Marys and the Royal 
Canadian Navy” opens
- Tavistock Men’s Club Sauerkraut & Pork Chop Dinner at Tavistock 
Memorial Hall – 4-7 p.m. Pick up only, $30 – Call 519-655-3573 for tickets
- Friends of the Library social at the library – 6:30-8 p.m.
THURSDAY, NOV 12
- A.N.A.F. sausage on a bun – 12-1:30 p.m.
- A.N.A.F. dart league – 6:45 p.m.

HELP WANTED

Guess Who’s 75?
Happy Birthday Bev!

CELEBRATION
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