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(AMANDA NELSON PHOTO)
Attendees affected by the Petersburg Water System project were invited to participate and provide feedback at last week's open house/

Tavistock school evacuated due to odour

Reports of strong smell over much of the town, source remains a mystery

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

East Zorra-Tavistock (EZT) fire crews
were called to Tavistock Public School
on Tuesday morning after receiving a re-
port of a possible natural gas leak.

Students and staff were evacuated while
testing was conducted at the school by
firefighters and Enbridge Gas. The result

was negative for natural gas, leaving the
cause of the smell unknown.

“I can confirm that Enbridge Gas
received a number of calls from the
Tavistock area earlier (Tuesday) morn-
ing about the suspected smell of natural
gas,” said company spokesperson Lesley
Hunter. “Our crews responded immedi-
ately, and their investigation determined
that the odour was not related to natural
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gas.”

EZT Fire Chief Scott Alexander said
his department was called to the school
at approximately 9:25 a.m. (Tuesday)
morning.

“The department searched and found
no readings at that time. Enbridge was
requested to attend, and at approximately
10:20 a.m., performed an investigation.

Continued on page 2
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Wilmot council
to revisit pay-
review options
at March 2
committee of the
whole meeting

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Editor

Wilmot council has deferred a decision on
how it will conduct its mandatory council re-
muneration review this year, opting instead to
revisit the matter at its March 2 committee of
the whole meeting.

At its Feb. 23 regular meeting, council re-
ceived a report from CAO Jeff Willmer out-
lining options for reviewing pay and benefits
for elected officials for the 2026-2030 term.
Council ultimately voted to refer the deci-
sion to committee of the whole to review a
compensation study completed by human-re-
source consultants Pesce & Associates in
December 2023 before selecting a review
method.

“The council remuneration review poli-
cy sets out three different options that are
available to council for a method of review,”
Willmer said, presenting his staff report for
council’s consideration. “One is a citizen-re-
view committee; second is an independent
review consultant; and third is an internal ad-
ministrative review. ... It’s before you to de-
termine which method you prefer.”

Under the township’s recently approved

Continued on page 3
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Wilmot hosts open house on
Petersburg water system project

AMANDA NELSON

Guagzette Reporter

The Township of Wilmot held an open
house/public information centre meeting
for residents affected by the Petersburg
Water System project at the St. Agatha
Community Centre last week.

As part of transitioning the former
Knipfel private drinking water system to
the Petersburg Distribution Water System,
the Township of Wilmot is preparing to
replace the existing watermain and wa-
ter services on Deerfield Avenue, Alice
Crescent, Redford Drive and Notre Dame
Drive from Snyder’s Road to the railway
tracks, and Snyder’s Road East from Notre
Dame Drive to 1745 Snyder’s Road East,
to meet current standards.

The goal of the presentation was to an-
swer questions and receive feedback and
input from residents regarding the pro-
posed roadway improvements.

Kris Wilkinson, Ward 2 councillor, pre-
sented design options for the roadway
rehabilitation, including a semi-urban
cross-section with no curbs and a wider
asphalt surface. He emphasized the impor-
tance of providing feedback to council.

(AMANDA NELSON PHOTO)

Wilmot Coun. Kris Wilkinson speaks to at-
tendees at the recent open house/public
information centre meeting for residents
affected by the Petersburg Water System
project at the St. Agatha Community Centre
last week.

“We’re making decisions based on the
feedback we get,” he said. “It could go any
number of ways, but I know my peers on
council, and if they look at the feedback
and see what people want, they’re going to
do their best to make it happen.”

Ken VanderWal, director of infrastruc-
ture services for the Township of Wilmot,
touched on the same, detailing the urban
cross-section proposal for road reconstruc-
tion, which includes 3.5-metre lanes, curb
and gutter, storm sewer and a sidewalk on
one side, mandated by the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA).

“What we have presented, and what we
are recommending, is an urban cross-sec-
tion,” he said. “This urban cross-section
would provide three-and-a-half-metre
lanes, curb and gutter, as well as the storm
sewer and sidewalk on one side of the
road.”

VanderWal said the design is being done
in-house rather than by external consul-
tants to save money, and the township is
actively reviewing past tender costs and
focusing on an efficient design to help
keep project costs down.

“The overall cost of the project is esti-
mated right now at $4.8 million, which
would be over two years. Of this, 48.6 per
cent, or $2.35 million, is for the water sys-
tem. The remainder, 51.4 per cent, is for
road reconstruction, storm sewers, curbs
and gutters.”

Construction will be phased over two
years, beginning in the summer of 2026,
and will consist of replacing the existing
private water main with a new munici-
pal water system, installing new water
services to the property line, as well as
road rehabilitation, drainage and active
transportation.

Participants are asked to complete the
resident/owner questionnaire to assist the
team in understanding concerns and issues
and to provide comments or questions for
the project by March 6.

Feedback received from the question-
naire will be reported to council on March
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Students evacuated after gas
smell reported at Tavistock

Public School

Continued from page 1

They also did not detect any readings.
Fire was released from the scene, and
Enbridge is continuing to investigate.”

A notification was delivered to parents
through the school’s messaging system at
10:29 a.m.

“Earlier this morning, the fire depart-
ment and utilities services were called to
respond to reports of a potential gas leak
at Tavistock Public School. Students and
staff have been temporarily evacuated to
the neighbouring Tavistock and District
Recreation Centre. The fire department
and utilities services are currently in-
vestigating to determine if it is safe for
students to re-enter the building. We will
provide updates to families once more
information is available. As always, the
safety and wellbeing of Tavistock stu-
dents remain our highest priority.”

While the email said the students were
at the arena, they were actually taken to
the Memorial Hall. Parents received an
update at 11 a.m. that their kids were
safely back in class.

A mother with children enrolled at the
school, who lives several blocks away
on Fred Krug Avenue, said she smelled a
strong odour from her home.

“It hit me like a wall as I stepped onto
the porch. I started a group chat with
my neighbours to check their gas lines.
Moms who live by Tim Hortons were
calling their husbands. One that lives on
Jacob Street called Enbridge right away,
and their reader wouldn’t pick anything
up. What could smell that strong all
through town, and are we going to get an
explanation? Pretty unnerving.”

An odour was also present at other
locations in Tavistock, including Jacob
Street. One possible explanation is an
issue at the sewage lagoons, which are
located close to the school, but Oxford
County said that was not the case.

“No abnormal odours have been detect-
ed by wastewater treatment operations
staff onsite at the Tavistock waste water
treatment plant,” said Jason Kreitzer, su-
pervisor of wastewater operations.

He also noted that dissolved oxygen
concentrations in the treatment lagoons
are well above minimum requirements,
meaning the lagoons are healthy and not
overloaded.

County staff also noted odours may be
originating from other industrial opera-
tions in the area. They also said the wind
was blowing from the northeast, away
from the school.

The Gazette also reached out to Mike
Harris, MPP for Kitchener-Conestoga
and minister of environment, conserva-
tion and parks.

“I am going to flag the issue for my
team, and we will look into it.”

The Gazette reached out to EZT to see
what steps, if any, they are taking to in-
vestigate the odour.

“It would appear that it was a false
alarm. The township fire department re-
sponds to many false alarms throughout
the year and does not do any addition-
al investigation after the area is cleared
and deemed safe,” said EZT CAO Karen
DePrest. “There are plenty of other pos-
sible sources of the smell, but where or
how to track them down is beyond the
scope of our team.”
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council remuneration review policy, a re-
view must be conducted once per term,
with recommendations brought forward
prior to May 1 — the start of the nomination
period for the Oct. 26 municipal election.
Any approved changes would take effect
at the beginning of the next term of coun-
cil. Each option for review outlined in the
policy includes benchmarking against at
least five comparable municipalities and
consideration of base salary, benefits and
allowances.

The policy, developed in 2025 at the di-
rection of Mayor Natasha Salonen and ap-
proved in November, established a formal
framework for regular reviews of council
pay. At the time, Salonen emphasized the
need for a transparent and consistent gov-
ernance process, making clear any chang-
es would apply to future councils rather
than the current one.

In his Feb. 23 report, Willmer noted that
a consultant-led review has already been
completed during the current council term,
referencing the 2023 Pesce & Associates
compensation study presented to council
in closed session. He also pointed out that
time constraints may limit the feasibility
of forming a citizen review committee be-
fore the May 1 deadline, and that neigh-
bouring municipalities such as Wellesley
and Woolwich are using internal adminis-
trative reviews this year.

“In a perfect world, I would like it to be a
committee of the public. I also agree with
the staff report that we don’t have enough
time for that,” Salonen said. “The biggest
reason, personally, that I would be leaning

0 ... going to a consultant is a few things.
One ... is to encourage people from every
and any diverse background to want to en-
gage in and run in municipal politics. ...
A huge barrier to people running is com-
pensation. I would also argue that simply
looking at what our comparators are doing

isn’t addressing the root cause of why a lot
of people don’t run.”

Salonen also suggested positional re-
views for both councillors and mayor
should be conducted to better determine
their scopes of work — which have changed
as a result of technological changes over
the past several decades and the recent in-
troduction of strong mayor powers — to de-
termine adequate compensation for both.

The financial implications of hiring an-
other independent consultant were esti-
mated at between $10,000 and $20,000.

The decision to refer the matter to com-
mittee of the whole will allow councillors
to revisit the 2023 consultant report and
weigh whether further external analysis
is necessary, or whether staff can bring
forward updated recommendations inter-
nally based on existing data and current
comparators.

“Regarding the Pesce report; if I’'m not
mistaken ... I believe it was delivered ver-
bally in closed (session). I don’t know if
we actually received a written report. With
that said, I hope that doesn’t complicate
anything,” said Coun. Kris Wilkinson,
who ultimately tabled the motion to refer
the discussion to committee of the whole.

“Staff will bring it forward in whatever
appropriate manner,” Salonen responded.
“So, if it is a matter for closed (session)
or not, they’ll be able to pick out the parts
of that report and report it appropriately to
council.”

Council is expected to continue the dis-
cussion March 2, with a final decision on
the review method required in time to meet
the policy’s pre-election deadline.

Currently, the mayor’s salary sits at
$39,425 per year and councillors earn
$21,872 — rates that have remained frozen
since 2023 when council voted against in-
creases. Council also forwent cost-of-liv-
ing increases in both 2024 and 2025.
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Nater steps back in time at Brocksden Country School Museum

DIANE DANEN

Gazette Correspondent

Perth-Wellington MP John Nater took a step back in
time on Friday, Feb. 20, when he spent part of his morning
at Brocksden Country School Museum.

The visit gave him a firsthand look at what school life
was like more than 100 years ago.

Built in 1853, Brocksden is the oldest one-room school
in Perth County.

Ester Campbell took on the role of the school marm
for the day. At 13, she is only a few years younger than
many of the young women who once taught in one-room
schoolhouses like Brocksden.

Keeping the program authentic, Miss Campbell be-
gan the day as it would have started in 1910. She raised
the Union Jack outside the school and ushered everyone
inside.

The group gathered in the basement, where students
long ago would have hung their coats and stored their
lunch pails. The basement once served as a space for
physical education and indoor recess.

Miss Campbell shared a story passed down from her
grandfather about children playing “hockey” with base-
ball bats and balls, resulting in a few broken light bulbs.

The basement has since been transformed into a mu-
seum space, with old books and toys on display. Smaller
desks set out in rows are now put to good use, giving
younger children a place to play and practice printing on
slates while their older siblings take part in lessons in the
classroom upstairs.

Among the “students” that morning were Campbell’s
parents, Jesse and Scott Campbell, along with Nater and
retired teacher Gloria Hutchison. Hutchison first visited
Brocksden Country School Museum in 1989 with her
Grade 4 class and remembers being inspired by its history
and charm.

After retiring from teaching, she returned to Brocksden
in 2004, taking on the role of school marm. She was
known as Miss Priestap for 20 years before retiring in
2025. On Friday, she enjoyed the chance to take on the
role of a student long ago in her beloved little schoolhouse.

Nater first visited Brocksden Country School Museum
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Master Nater receives a traditional schoolhouse punish-
ment, holding logs outstretched for five minutes. With his
arms forming the letter “T,” the pose serves as a reminder
to tell the truth.

on a class trip when he was a Grade 4 student at Upper
Thames Public School in Mitchell. During Friday’s vis-
it, Jesse Campbell found the guest book from that year.
Looking at the class photo and the names of his class-
mates written neatly in ink brought back many memories
for Nater.

Raised on his family farm in Logan Township, now part
of West Perth, Nater learned early in life the importance
of hard work and being involved in the community. His
return to Brocksden was a reminder of those same values,
lessons that were once taught in one-room schoolhouses
many years ago.

This spring, Brocksden will once again open its doors
to school groups, giving students the chance to experience
what a school day was like in 1910.

The museum also has several weekend events planned.
Hymn sings will be held on the second-last Sunday
of the month from May to August. Special Saturday
events include Make-n-Take Crafts, Old Meets New, a
Teddy Bear Picnic, School Stage Days and a Blacksmith
demonstration.

To book a class visit or learn more about upcoming
events, email brocksdenschool@gmail.com, call 519-
271-2619, or visit brocksden.ca.
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(DIANE DANEN PHOTOS)
Jesse Campbell, treasurer of the Easthope Historical Group,
shows John Nater, MP, the guest book containing his class
photo and the names of classmates written neatly in ink
from a dip pen.

School marm Miss Campbell, dressed in period costume,
stands at the front of the classroom with Scott Campbell,
chair of the Easthope Historical Group, John Nater, MP, and
board member and former school marm Gloria Hutchison.
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WRPS lays charges after serious Wellesley collision

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF

thewtgazette @gmail.com

The Waterloo Regional Police
Service (WRPS) has laid charges in
connection to a serious collision in
Wellesley Township last month.

On Jan. 22 at approximately 1:10
p-m., WRPS officers responded to a
collision on Line 86 near Chalmers
Forest Road involving two trans-
port trucks and two other vehicles.
Through the initial investigation,
police determined an earlier minor
collision involving a brown Ford
and a white Buick had occurred, and
both vehicles had been moved to the
shoulder of the roadway.

While the Ford and Buick were
on the shoulder of the roadway, a
second collision took place involv-
ing two transport trucks. During
this secondary collision, one of the
transport trucks struck the vehicles

involved in the first collision.

As a result of the collisions,
a 25-year-old male driver from
the initial crash was transported
to an out-of-town hospital with
non-life-threatening  injuries. A
57-year-old male transport truck
driver was taken to an out-of-region
hospital with serious injuries.

Line 86 remained closed for several
hours for the collision investigation.

As aresult of the investigation, po-
lice charged the driver of one of the
transport trucks, a 57-year-old man
from Brant County, with dangerous
operation of a conveyance, careless
driving and driving with a handheld
entertainment device.

The investigation remains ongoing
by WRPS' traffic services unit.

Anyone with information is asked
to contact police at 519-570-9777
ext. 8856.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF WATERLOO REGIONAL POLICE SERVICE)
The 57-year-old driver of a transport truck involved in a serious collision in Wellesley Township Jan. 22
has been charged with dangerous operation of a conveyance, careless driving and driving with a hand-
held entertainment device, Waterloo regional police say.
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Local fair ambassadors represent Perth County at
OAAS convention

GARY WEST

Gagzette Correspondent

Local fair ambassadors took centre
stage at this year’s Ontario Association
of Agricultural Societies (OAAS) annual
convention in Richmond Hill.

Among the hundreds of delegates in at-
tendance were young women representing
agricultural societies from across Perth,
Oxford and Waterloo counties and sur-
rounding areas, proudly promoting their
local fairs while taking part in workshops,
networking sessions and leadership devel-
opment opportunities.

The annual convention brings togeth-
er more than 200 fairs and agricultural

societies from across Ontario. While fair
boards are made up largely of volunteers,
it is the ambassadors who often serve as
the public face of their communities — pro-
moting agriculture, local food production
and the importance of rural traditions
throughout the year.

Workshops at the convention focused on
personal development, public speaking,
agricultural awareness and ways to en-
hance the local fair experience for exhib-
itors and visitors alike. Ambassadors re-
turned home with new ideas and renewed
enthusiasm to share with their respective
fair boards.

Agricultural societies continue to play a
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Tavistock Fall Fair Ambassador Brooklyn Ross (2025-2026) was among the hundreds of fair
ambassadors attending workshops at this year’s OAAS convention in Richmond Hill.
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vital role in communities across the prov-
ince, promoting grassroots agriculture,
supporting local economies and celebrat-
ing the achievements of farmers, youth
and exhibitors during spring, summer and
fall fair seasons.

Several local ambassadors proudly rep-
resented their fairs at the convention.
Tavistock Fall Fair Ambassador Brooklyn
Ross (2025-2026) was among those par-
ticipating in ambassador workshops and
events.

Also attending were Claire Koch, rep-
resenting the Wellesley-North Easthope
Agricultural Society; Hailey Lupton from
the Embro-Zorra Agricultural Society; and

Erin Jackson from the Wilmot Agricultural
Society.

Adding to Perth County’s pride,
Listowel Fair Ambassador Lexi Johnson
was named Ontario Fair Ambassador at
this year’s Canadian National Exhibition
competition. Johnson earned the provin-
cial title while competing against ambas-
sadors from across Ontario, further high-
lighting the strength of local agricultural
youth programs.

With strong representation from area
fairs, Perth, Oxford and Waterloo coun-
ty ambassadors once again demonstrated
leadership, dedication and pride in their
rural roots at the provincial gathering.

Area fair ambassadors at the OAAS convention included, from left, Claire Koch (Welles-
ley-North Easthope Agricultural Society), Hailey Lupton (Embro-Zorra Agricultural Society)
and Erin Jackson (Wilmot Agricultural Society).
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Mary Lichty-Neeb honoured at OAAS convention
for decades of volunteer service

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

If there has ever been a volunteer in
Wellesley and North Easthope townships
who has done more for the community
than Mary Lichty-Neeb, fair board mem-
ber Wendy Richardson says she would be
hard pressed to name one.

Richardson describes Lichty-Neeb as
one of the most helpful, courteous and
dedicated volunteers the Wellesley-North
Easthope Agricultural Society has ever
had.

“Mary has been the most hardwork-
ing and dedicated fair board member
that anyone could imagine,” Richardson
said, speaking on behalf of the Wellesley
Agricultural Fair board.

Lichty-Neeb was recently recognized
at the annual convention of the Ontario
Association of Agricultural Societies
(OAAS), where she received an award
honouring her longstanding volunteer
commitment to the Wellesley Fall Fair and
more than 50 years of service to the local
community

In presenting the award, OAAS officials

recognized Lichty-Neeb for her tireless
dedication, knowledge, skill and deep love
for the Wellesley fair. Fair directors say
she routinely takes on roles that require
countless hours of preparation and organi-
zation, while always welcoming others to
lend a hand and learn from her experience.

They add that Lichty-Neeb ensures ev-
ery detail is attended to and everything
that needs to get done always does.

Beyond her work with the fair, Lichty-
Neeb remains active in many other as-
pects of community life. She has been in-
volved in the production and performance
of the Watercourse Theatre production,
Belonging in Wellesley, supports local 4-H
and Junior Farmer programs, assists with
the annual Taste the Culture event, and
volunteers at the Wellesley Apple Butter
and Cheese Festival, among many other
initiatives.

Those who know her say she is tru-
ly a cornerstone of the Wellesley-North
Easthope Agricultural Society and the
Wellesley Township Fall Fair, as well as
a dedicated member of the broader OAAS
community.

Optimist Club of Petersburg

Bottle Drive
Saturday, March 7th
from 9:30am to 12:30pm

1239 Notre Dame Drive Petersburg (Bechthold Home Improvements)
ALSO ACCEPTING DONATIONS FOR THE FOOD BANK

Let us take your empty bottles and cans back, as this allows us to
raise funds to help the organizations and youth in the community.

SOME OF OUR DONATIONS HAVE GONE TO:
Baden Public School playground & Lego program,
Wilmot Family Resources, Youth Mental Health,
Wilmot Sports Teams, WRHN Foundation - Pediatric Care
and other organizations that help our youth and community.

For information call 519-465-1157, leave a message and we will get back to you
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

At the recent annual OAAS convention, Mary Lichty-Neeb accepts the Paul Nother Award for
exceptional work with the Wellesley fair and agricultural society. With her are William Mor-
ris, chair of the OAAS Past Presidents’ Association (left) and Paul Nother, whose company
sponsors the annual award.
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OPEN HOUSE
FEBRUARY 28, 2026, 12:00-4:00PM

Welcome Home. Start your next chapter with us.
Tri-County Mennonite Homes
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90 Greenwood Drive, Stratford
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Nithview Community
200 Boullee Street, New Hamburg
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Sprucedale school council hosts spaghetti dinner
for Carter Kuchma

DIANE DANEN

Gagzette Correspondent

The Village of Shakespeare and the
Sprucedale Public School community
came together on Thursday, Feb. 19, to
surround Carter Kuchma and his family
with love and support.

In August 2025, Carter was diag-
nosed with Type B Acute Lymphoblastic
Leukemia, a form of blood cancer. Carter
was just seven years old. While his prog-
nosis is good, he will require ongoing che-
motherapy treatments over the next three
years at SickKids Hospital in London. His
father, Tyler Kuchma, has taken a leave
from work to care for Carter and drive him
to his many medical appointments.

To help the family, the Sprucedale parent
council organized an all-you-can-eat spa-
ghetti dinner in partnership with Quehl's
Restaurant. Held from 4:30-6:30 p.m., the
event welcomed guests to dine in or take
their meals to go.

The menu included spaghetti with a
choice of two sauces, Caesar salad, dinner
rolls and a selection of desserts, along with
cold drinks, coffee and tea. With more
than 400 meals served, the evening was a
tremendous success.

g
13

“It was an amazing turnout,” said Dianne
Kuchma, Carter’s mom. “We are so in-
credibly grateful for the support we have.”

Dianne and Tyler Kuchma moved to
Shakespeare four years ago with their three
children, Carter and his sisters, Hailey,
nine, and Natalie, 11. Over the past several
months, the family has felt the support of
the small but tight-knit community.

Local service clubs have stepped for-
ward in support of the Kuchma family
since Carter’s diagnosis. The Shakespeare
Optimist Club made a financial donation,
along with Ed Jeffrey, who donated his
winnings from one of the Optimist draws.
The Shakespeare Men's Club donated
proceeds from its October Halloween
Dance, and the Shakespeare Athletic
Association, along with the congregation
at Shakespeare Presbyterian Church, have
also provided support.

Julie Wpynette, a member of the
Sprucedale parent council, helped orga-
nize the fundraiser. She and her husband,
Kyle Wynette, understand the journey all
too well, as their son, Nash, was also di-
agnosed with cancer and underwent treat-
ment. Today, Nash is healthy and enjoys
playing sports and spending time with
family and friends.

s

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)

Carter Kuchma stands with his family, from left, Hailey, Carter, Tyler, Diane and Natalie. The
family expressed heartfelt thanks to the Shakespeare community, Sprucedale Public School
and local organizations for their overwhelming support since Carter’s diagnosis.

The parent council expressed sincere
thanks to Quehl’s Restaurant for its signif-
icant contribution to the event. They also
thanked the Shakespeare Optimist Club
for providing the hall and assisting with
setup and cleanup.

Generous sponsors included Saputo,
The Butcher Barn, Flanagan's, Sysco,
Morton's Food Service, New Hamburg
Sobeys, Fresh Start, Stone Town Supplies,

New Hamburg No Frills, Stratford Zehrs,

S.T.O.P. Restaurant Supply and Chicopee
Tube Park.

The entire Shakespeare community
looks forward to the day when Carter can
return to school and once again take part in
the activities he loves. With continued en-
couragement and support from the school
and community, the hope is this journey
will be made a little easier for Carter and
his family.

Members of the Sprucedale Public School home and school committee prepare spaghet-
ti and Caesar salad for Thursday night’s fundraiser in Shakespeare. From left are Whit-
ney Reis, Samantha Weber, Julie Wynette, Raeven Graham with daughter Jovi, Mackenzie
Lapointe and Amy Yantzi.

Sprucedale organizers and volunteers behind the “Courage for Carter” fundraiser included,
back row from left, acting principal Sarah Gerber, Kyle Wynette with Nash Wynette, Julie
Wynette, Mary White, Mackenzie Lapointe, Paula Roser, Tara Rochelequien, Jody Hart, Amy
Yantzi, Whitney Reis, Raeven Graham and Sammi Akins. Front, from left, Isla Riser, Sava-
ya Hobson, Acadia Hobson, Breyer Robinson, Tavlynn Rochelequien, Tessa Rochelequien,
Sam Weber, Annie Reid and Kathleen Lindner.

= _3 . ¥

The Shakespeare Optimist Hall was filled with
supporters Thursday evening as the Spruce-
dale home and school committee raised thou-
sands of dollars for local Grade 2 student Car-
ter Kuchma, who is undergoing treatment for
Type B Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. The
“Courage for Carter” fundraiser brought the
community together in support of Carter and
his family. Tavistock’s Quehl’s Restaurant and
Catering prepared the meal.

A large crowd turned out at the Shake-
speare Optimist Hall to enjoy a spaghetti
dinner prepared by Quehl’s of Tavistock
while raising funds for Carter Kuchma and
his family.

4 PLUMBING & MECHANICAL ING

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694
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Waterloo Region tweaking waste collection schedule

Recycling now on bi-weekly pickup schedule

LEE GRIFFI

Guazette Reporter

The Region of Waterloo’s new waste-col-
lection system hasn’t started, but some
schedule changes have been announced.

Waterloo Region is rolling out its new
waste cart collection system on March 3.

Garbage and organic waste will be
picked up by trucks with mechanical arms
that will lift the carts and dump their con-
tents into the vehicle. The operator typi-
cally remains inside the truck, operating
the arms with a joystick.

When putting out garbage, residents
should place the carts about two feet, or
approximately an arm’s length of space,
between them.

The arrow on the lid should point to the
street, the handle should point toward the
home and the lid should be closed. The lid
on the green organics carts can also remain
locked, as it will open during the tipping
process.

Bags can be used inside the carts (com-
postable bags or paper liners in the case of
the green organics bin), or loose items can
be placed directly inside.

The truck’s mechanical arm dumps the
carts into an area that has two different
sections — one for organic materials and
the other for waste.

The trucks also have cameras so the op-
erator can ensure nothing hazardous is be-
ing mixed in with the garbage.

“If there’s anything like a propane tank
or something dangerous, the operator
would be able to retrieve it,” said Olivia
Kwok, the region’s director of waste
management.

Under the new system, waste will be
picked up four days a week instead of five,
with residents urged to double-check their
collection day as it may have changed.
That information can be found on the map
on the region’s website at www.regionof-
waterloo.ca/carts, through the Waste Whiz
app, or in an information booklet that has
been mailed to residents.

“We have a look-up tool on our web-
site where residents can look up their ad-
dress, and it will confirm their collection
day and zone,” said Kwok, adding Wilmot
Township falls into two different zones.

The changes will impact about 170,000
households in Waterloo Region.

As people get used to the new process,
there will be a team out in parts of the re-
gion going ahead of the trucks to make
sure the carts are positioned properly.

“They will adjust as needed and also
give tips and suggestions for a successful
collection in the future,” Kwok said.

Those who may have difficulty maneu-
vering the new carts can apply for support

programs the region offers, such as assist-
ed waste collection. Details on how to ap-
ply can be found at www.regionofwater-
loo.ca/en/living-here/medical-waste-dis-
posal.aspx.

For the first week, households will re-
ceive both garbage and organics collec-
tion. After that, the schedule will be gar-
bage collection (black carts) every other
week, organics (green carts) weekly, bulky
item collection will move to once a month
and yard waste collection will remain ev-
ery other week, from spring to fall.

Kwok said the changes come as a result
of moving to a four-day schedule.

“That is part of the new program, and
by eliminating Monday, we had to rejig
the whole system and redo all the routing.
We did that to incorporate efficiencies in
scheduling. It also reduces the collections
we had on holiday Mondays. It also helps
with staff retention.”

Recycling (blue box) is now managed
separately by Circular Materials. Pickup
will now occur every other week, on
the opposite week from regular garbage
collection.

Circular Materials is the non-profit or-
ganization now leading recycling in the
province. Its director of community and
media relations told the Gazette recycling
collection changes are aligned with other
waste management changes happening
in the region, particularly changes to the
garbage and organics collection schedule
managed by the region.

“Circular Materials collaborated with re-
gional staff to align with the new schedule
and support a smooth transition for resi-
dents in March 2026,” said Jennifer Kerr.

She added the way in which recycling
services are delivered in a community
is determined by the company’s local col-
lection contractor, based on the contract
awarded during the procurement process.

“Several assessment factors are consid-
ered during the procurement process to
ensure service delivery meets the needs
of residents, the community and regula-
tory requirements. As the administrator
of Ontario’s common collection system,
Circular Materials follows a procure-
ment process that ensures the effective
and efficient provision of services to meet
the obligations of Ontario’s Blue Box
Regulation,” Kerr said.

She added regardless of collection meth-
od, residents can be assured their efforts to
recycle matter and all types of collection
methods are designed to meet regulatory
performance requirements and result in
positive environmental outcomes.

Ontario’s new blue box recycling pro-
gram is 100 per-cent funded by producers,

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CONTACT HEATHER DUNBAR AT
226.261.1837 OR HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM

the companies that supply packaging and
paper products to consumers in Ontario,
including the familiar brands and retailers
Ontarians interact with every day.

“This means municipalities and tax-
payers will no longer pay for recycling
services as this cost will now be paid by

(PHOTO COURTESY OF REGION OF WATERLOO)
Pictured is the region’s new waste collection truck which utilizes mechanical arms. The bins
must be two feet apart with the arrows on the top facing the road.

producers,” Kerr said. “By shifting finan-
cial responsibility to producers, (extended
producer responsibility) enables munic-
ipalities to redirect their budgets to other
local initiatives. Under this new system,
Ontario municipalities are collectively
saving over $200 million in costs.”
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Local MPP weighs in on region’s water woes

Local activist blames province for the problem

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris
said he and his government are in close
contact with the Region of Waterloo as it
deals with a water shortage.

“Since the Region of Waterloo made
me aware of water capacity concerns in
the Mannheim service area, I have been
in regular contact with Regional Chair
Redman and staff on the region’s plan to
resolve this issue,” said Harris in a written
statement released to the media.

Harris added while responsibility for
planning and maintaining water infrastruc-
ture lies with the region, he and his gov-
ernment colleagues, including the minister
of environment, conservation and parks
and the minister of municipal affairs and
housing, have been collaborating with the
municipality.

“These conversations have been produc-
tive, bringing forward several preliminary
solutions.”

Not everyone is taking Harris at face val-
ue, including the vice chair of the Grand
River Environmental Network.

“It is astounding to see him ducking any
responsibility and trying to shift blame
for this water crisis to the region when it
is his government that has destroyed our
community’s visionary, sustainable re-
gional official plan and removed planning

authority completely from the Region of
Waterloo with no rationale or justifica-
tion,” said Kevin Thomason.

“How can they expect the region to solve
this water crisis without the needed pow-
er and authority to properly guide growth,
development and infrastructure most effi-
ciently in our region? It is confounding.”

Thomason said provincial decisions are
at the root of the region’s water issues,
including the approval of hundreds of
water-taking permits without study and
the acceptance of all aggregate pit appli-
cations despite objections. He added the
government is also overriding regional
government water concerns to approve de-
velopments on essential primary ground-
water recharge areas in Mannheim.

“They have forced thousands of acres of
unnecessary urban sprawl, destroying our
farms, wetlands and natural aquifer areas.
They have desecrated our conservation
authorities, prohibited important green
development standards requiring green
roofs, cisterns and water efficiency mea-
sures, and eliminated essential develop-
ment charges that funded necessary water
and wastewater infrastructure.”

In an interview with the Gazette, Harris
said Thomason’s blame toward the gov-
ernment is completely unfounded because
the region has been responsible for its own
water supply since the early 1970s.

“Whether that’s source protection,

purification, or the actual pumping capac-
ity that is generated,” Harris said. “So, to
say the Ford government is the one run-
ning roughshod here; I don’t understand
that. The region thought they had enough
pumping capacity, so they had maybe de-
ferred some maintenance or weren’t mak-
ing the necessary investments.”

He added a review of the numbers show
the region underestimated the amount of
development on the horizon. Harris said
the water problem in the region is strictly a
capacity issue, adding it has nothing to do
with the quality or quantity.

“There is still plenty of water in the re-
gion’s aquifers. We just can’t get it out of
the ground fast enough with the existing
infrastructure. That is the crux of the prob-
lem. Making that very clear is extremely
important because I don’t want people to
think we are going to run out of water.”

He added when people make comments
about the taps running dry, it creates panic
and misunderstanding.

“It’s not helpful.”

Thomason said the province has forced
development on Wilmot Township and the
rest of the region with no regard for the
water supply, acting as if it were unlimited.

“They ignored our essential planning
and water resource balance that our region
has always depended on to grow rapidly as
one of the fastest growing areas in North
America, within the carrying capacity of

our watershed.”

Harris is confident the region will be
able to continue with growth, and it needs
an additional 400 litres of water per sec-
ond to move ahead with new building per-
mits and development.

“It could be a single-family home, a
retirement home, a not-for-profit hous-
ing project or a church. It’s not just about
housing development. It’s also about eco-
nomic development and our farms and
agri-food processing capacity and all kinds
of things,” Harris said.

He added he is confident the region will
be able to unlock more capacity over the
next few months, allowing low-risk per-
mits where little water will be required.

“The permits that have already been
signed, sealed and delivered are still mov-
ing forward. Let’s say something has a
permit and they are going to start building
tomorrow. It’s probably a year or more be-
fore that house or building is going to be
drawing water from the system.”

According to Thomason, the province
has shown a continuous disregard for a
proper planning process, public consul-
tation, expert engagement and necessary
studies that have led to this current water
crisis and full development approval mor-
atorium. He also offered up four asks to
improve the situation.

“We need the help and assistance of the

Continued on page 11

We're rolling out in Waterloo Region!

Black garbage cart and green organics cart collection starts in March.
Make sure you're ready to roll and learn more at regionofwaterloo.ca/carts.

Region of Waterloo
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Continued from page 10

provincial government to finally properly
protect our Waterloo Moraine aquifers like
they have the Oak Ridges Moraine and other
vulnerable groundwater and headwater areas
with Greenbelt or Bluebelt protection.”

The second request is to cancel the absurd
770-acre land assembly, followed by a mor-
atorium from Harris’s Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry on water-taking
permits and new aggregate pits to protect
groundwater aquifers.

“We also need the province to restore the
regional planning authority and our visionary,
sustainable regional official plan to ensure
the collaboration and efficiencies with our
area municipalities working together rather
than against each other,” Thomason said.

Harris said the province has not yet com-
mitted funding to address the region’s capac-
ity constraints, but he believes assistance is
on the way.

“There will be some asks, but most of the
incremental capacity pieces the region is do-
ing right now, they are going to be able to
manage from existing budgets. The province
will be there to assist where we can,” Harris
said.

Hydro pole fire causes daylong power
outage near Shakespeare

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Motorists travelling east
of Shakespeare early Friday
morning were met with an
unusual sight — the top of
a roadside hydro pole en-
gulfed in flames.

Members of the Perth
East Fire Department in
Shakespeare responded
quickly and reported the fire
was contained to the pole
and attached hydro wires,
with no additional property
damage.

Hydro crews were also on
scene shortly after the fire
was reported, assessing the
damage and beginning what

would become a daylong
repair effort. It appeared a
malfunctioning  insulator
or similar issue may have
caused two hot wires to
come into contact, igniting
the pole.

As a precaution, the
OPP closed Highway 7/8
for much of the day while
Ontario Hydro crews re-
placed the damaged pole
with a longer one and re-
strung the high-tension
wires.

Homes and farms in and
around Shakespeare were
without electricity for most
of the day, but power was
restored before nightfall.

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
Local hydro crews work at the corner of Highway 7/8 and Perth Road
106 on Friday morning after a hydro pole caught fire near Shake-
speare. There was no damage beyond the hydro pole, wires and
wooden cross members attached to the structure.
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Our plan to
protect Ontario
IS building new
nuclear facilities

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty, we're ready
with a plan to protect Ontario. We're building the first small
modular reactors in the G7, and the first large-scale nuclear
facilities in decades. Creating 150,000 new jobs.

That's how we protect Ontario.
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Wellesley councillors back onboard camera policy in split vote

Some councillors still concerned with impact on employee privacy

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Ediror

The Township of Wellesley’s committee
of the whole has voted 3-2 to recommend
council adopt a new onboard mobile sur-
veillance systems policy governing the use
of dash cameras in township fleet vehicles,
despite concerns raised about employee
privacy.

The policy, presented by CAO Rik
Louwagie at the committee’s Feb. 24 meet-
ing, would formalize the use of both for-
ward-facing and driver-facing cameras in
corporate vehicles as part of the township’s
broader risk-management strategy.

“This report is recommending forward-
and driver-facing cameras to be installed in
all township vehicles,” Louwagie said. “The
fleet action plan is now a requirement from
the Waterloo Municipal Insurance Pool, and
what that means is they’re looking for poli-
cies that reduce liability and improve avail-
able evidence in the case of claims against
the municipality. This policy provides pro-
tection for employee privacy and outlines
when and how camera footage can be used.

“Audio is not being recommended as
part of this even though the cameras have
that physical capability. We have not deter-
mined any benefit to audio recording. ...
Approving this policy would provide added
risk protection for the municipality.”

While Wellesley already monitors fleet

vehicles using GPS and telematics data —
including speed, braking, idling and loca-
tion — this system does not provide visual
evidence of road conditions, environmental
factors or driver behaviour in the event of a
claim, collision or complaint.

The proposed policy outlines strict limits
on how footage can be used and accessed.
Cameras would not be monitored on a reg-
ular basis and footage would only be re-
viewed in cases involving a claim, collision,
complaint or where management has rea-
sonable grounds to believe misconduct or
a breach of health and safety protocols has
occurred. Access to recordings would be re-
stricted to designated personnel and subject
to Municipal Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act requirements.

The policy also states the township’s in-
tent is not to use the cameras to monitor the
daily work of employees or infringe on pri-
vacy rights.

Despite those safeguards, some coun-
cillors raised concerns during the meeting
about the inclusion of a driver-facing cam-
era in addition to a forward-facing camera,
questioning whether the added layer of sur-
veillance was necessary and expressing un-
ease about the potential impact on employ-
ee privacy and trust.

“Ifitisn’t a big benefit at this point —if we
don’t have a lot of accidents — and we know
that a lot of the drivers are not in favour of
it, would it make sense at this point to have

the outward-facing cameras and maybe we
hold off on the driver-facing ones until it’s
an issue, until something happens — maybe
more accidents or whatever — and bring it
forward at that time?” Coun. Lori Sebben
asked.

“I think everyone agrees the forward-fac-
ing camera is definitely a benefit to have;
I’'m not in favour of the driver-facing cam-
era,” added Coun. Claude Hergott. “I think
it’s going to deter good candidates in the
future from applying, possibly, and it may
encourage some of the current staff to look
elsewhere if they’re not comfortable with
the camera.”

The CAO and other councillors pointed
to the risk-management benefits outlined
in the report, including protection against
fraudulent or disputed claims, improved lit-
igation outcomes, enhanced accountability
and the potential to encourage safer driving
behaviour. Staff also noted that insurance
representatives are supportive of both for-
ward- and driver-facing cameras as part of
the township’s fleet action plan.

“I don’t understand why we would wait
for something to happen before you imple-
ment something,” Mayor Joe Nowak said.
“I think you want to pre-empt it. I can un-
derstand where it’s something different and
it’s something new, and I can understand
where some of the staff may feel a little bit
uneasy with it, but from my understand-
ing, in my discussions with staff ... they’re

willing to accept it.”

Louwagie also suggested some staff or
potential future hires may appreciate the
added legal protection offered to drivers
through the installation of driver-facing
cameras.

“I think we have good staff; I think they
do what they’re supposed to do,” Coun.
Shelley Wagner said. “I don’t know that
we’d lose anybody because of this because
they’re already doing what they’re sup-
posed to do. ... And if somebody’s not, this
just makes them a little more honest.”

To help affected staff feel comfortable
with the new cameras, Louwagie said the
township will review the new policy line
by line with drivers and show them exactly
how and when footage is collected, as well
as what that footage would look like.

The cost of operating the cameras was ap-
proved as part of the 2026 operating budget,
with no additional capital expense required
as the devices are supplied through the
township’s existing GPS provider.

If adopted by council, the policy would
take effect following staff communication
sessions with employees, and the township’s
previously approved electronics monitoring
policy would be amended to reference the
new onboard surveillance policy for specif-
ic operating details.

Council is expected to consider final ap-
proval at an upcoming meeting.
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The Garden Stand turns 10: Building a New Hamburg icon

SCOTT DUNSTALL

Gazette Correspondent

Anyone who wants to understand chef
Adam Brenner’s business philosophy
shouldn’t start with a mission statement.
Start with a basket of tomatoes.

“You can pick a basket of tomatoes and
sell it for three bucks,” Brenner said. “Or
you can take that basket, make a batch of
soup and sell it for $10.”

That lesson helped shape The Garden
Stand, Brenner’s New Hamburg retail and
prepared food operation, now marking
10 years of turning local ingredients into
meals for people.

Brenner is New Hamburg born and
raised. He was not raised on a farm, but
his food story starts in the dirt. As a kid,
he spent summers at his grandmother’s
farm in the Wellesley area, picking berries,
tending flowers and learning the patience
and ingredient respect that would shape
his work.

“My grandma was a great cook. My
mom is a great cook,” he said. “Major
influences.”

The Garden Stand started because
Brenner was catering on weekends and
kept ending up with extra food. Instead of
wasting it, he sold it. Retail took off and
became a big part of the business. Today,
he estimates retail is about 50 per cent of
the operation, with catering and wholesale

splitting the rest.

Wholesale has expanded beyond town
and so has the customer base.

“People come from London, Toronto, all
over,” he said, describing how The Garden
Stand has become a daytrip stop for visi-
tors touring.

The 10 years became official this past
January. Back in January 2016, he opened
in the new year right after the Waterlot
location closed. Anyone who remembers
him moving around would be correct.
His path included the Waterlot, a stretch
in the Green Building during renovations
and extra rented units along the way, all to
keep production rolling.

Renovations brought pressures. Moving
out of The Waterlot created many chal-
lenges for Brenner and his team. The new
building and the renovations took longer
than expected as the team continued to
work in extremely tight quarters. What
they were able to accomplish during that
time is nothing short of remarkable.

When things went sideways in the early
days, Brenner says his dad was the guy who
kept the whole operation from flatlining.
A retired mechanic and hands-on problem
solver, he would show up when equipment
failed at the worst possible time and figure
it out. Back then, the store was basically
a couple of coolers in the kitchen. And
when people did not even know Brenner
was there, his dad built a makeshift open

.
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sign box and planted it outside. It was not
flashy. It was practical. It was work ethic
in physical form.

That same grind-it-out mindset is the
thread through Brenner’s story.

“I built this business from the ground
up,” he said.

And he is not being dramatic. The work
and dedication it took to grow it into what
it is today has been relentless, with real
sacrifice and heavy wear and tear on his
body to match. Blood, sweat and tears
doesn’t even begin to cover it.

Early on, Brenner gave away more prod-
uct than he sold. The food would spoil
anyway, so sampling built awareness.

“Try this, try that,” he said.

He still gives food away, especially
when introducing something new. Fresh
food has a short shelf life, but generosity
has a long one.

It is mostly word of mouth now. He ran
some paid ads early on, but referrals car-
ried the business forward. The flip side is
capacity. For 10 years, his days have run
from 5 a.m. until 8 p.m. When asked what
would surprise people most about running
the business, he did not hesitate.

“The dedication,” he said. “I have not
missed a day in 10 years.”

These days, he tries to protect time with
his four-year-old son. He typically closes
on statutory holidays now and structures
catering pickup times to reclaim part of the
day, even if he stays available when he is
technically “off.”

Inside the shop, the experience has
evolved with intention. Seating and coffee
are part of hospitality, and he pays atten-
tion to what regulars like and what they
need, including customers with mobility
challenges who appreciate an easy walk in
and a place to sit.

He also watches changing tastes. Every
January brings new dietary shifts: low
carb, dairy free, vegetarian, vegan and the
tough one, no sodium. He tries to accom-
modate, but when production scales to 50,
100, 200 portions, some requests become
custom orders by necessity.

COVID was another turning point.
Catering took a major hit, retail surged and
Brenner had to build delivery systems and
adapt quickly.

“People have no idea what it took,” he
said, describing the sacrifices required
to keep a small business alive when the
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Chef Adam Brenner marks 10 years of The
Garden Stand, a New Hamburg destination
built on grit, generosity and community.

world changes overnight.

So, what’s next?

A lot, but not all at once. He is work-
ing toward a liquor license so customers
could have lunch and a beer on site. He is
also eyeing pop-ups, a dinner-club concept
and better use of the heritage rooms in the
back for private events. On the wholesale
side, he is pushing forward with the la-
bels, inspections, packaging and shelf-life
requirements needed to land products in
larger outlets. Longer term, he sees poten-
tial for outdoor hosting with a patio and
tent setup, depending on approvals and
timing.

Now, as The Garden Stand keeps ex-
panding, he knows the next stage of suc-
cess cannot run only on his own back. His
biggest focus now is people.

“I have to let some stuff go,” he said.

Delegating more to staff is the only way
the business grows without burning out
the person who built it. The future of The
Garden Stand will be built by other chefs
and skilled professionals who can take
direction, carry the standard forward and
help grow what he started.

To congratulate Brenner, stop by 90
Wilmot St., New Hamburg, on Saturday,
Feb. 28, between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. for
his 10-year Sip and Shop celebration, with
goodies, giveaways and samples.
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Notice of Application for Approval to Expropriate Land

Form 2
Expropriations Act

In the matter of an application by the Ministry of Transportation for approval

to expropriate land, pursuant to s.11(2) and subsection 11.1(3) of the Public
Transportation and Highway Improvement Act, being in the Geographic Township
of North Dumfries, Township of North Dumfries, Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
Province of Ontario.

For the purpose(s) of: Property is required to accommodate the bridge
replacement and interchange improvements at Highway 401 and Waterloo
Regional Road 97 (Cedar Creek Road) to improve the safety and operations
of this overpass and interchange.

Notice is hereby given that application has been made for approval to expropriate
the land described in the schedule attached hereto.

The approving authority is the Minister of Transportation with an address of:

Minister of Transportation
777 Bay Street, 5" Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 178
416-327-9200

Any owner of lands in respect of which notice is given, who desires to comment
on the proposed expropriation of the land for the described purpose(s) may do so
by submitting the comment within the time stated herein to the Assistant Deputy
Minister, Transportation Infrastructure Management Division, Ministry of
Transportation, in writing.

SCHEDULE "A"
All right, title and interest in the following lands:

1. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03847-0176 (LT), being Part of Lot 33, Concession 11,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 1 on Plan
58R-22424 (P-3164-96).

2. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03847-0476 (LT), being Part of Lot 32, Concession 11,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 2 on Plan
58R-22424 (P-3164-96).

3. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03847-0456 (LT), being Part of Lot 32, Concession 11,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 3 on Plan
58R-22424 (P-3164-96).

4. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03847-0220 (LT), being Part of Lot 32, Concession 11,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 4 on Plan
58R-22424 (P-3164-96).

5. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03850-0114 (LT), being Part of Lot 33, Concession, 10,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 5 on Plan
58R-22424 (P-3164-96).

6. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03851-0228 (LT), being Part of Lot 30, Concession 10,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 3 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-95).

7. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03851-0229 (LT), being Part of Lot 30, Concession 10,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 4 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-95).

THIS NOTICE WAS FIRST PUBLISHED ON: FEBRUARY 18, 2026

The Ministry will review the comments for their technical/engineering information,
having regard to the need for the land for the purposes of the project.

The Assistant Deputy Minister must receive the comments within thirty days after
the owner is served with this notice, or within thirty days after the first publication
of the notice.

The comments must be sent:

By e-mailto: Property.Process@ontario.ca

Or by mail to: Assistant Deputy Minister
Transportation and Infrastructure Management
Ministry of Transportation
4% Floor, Garden City Tower
301 St. Paul Street
St. Catharines, ON L2R 7R4

Please include the municipal address of the land in the comment.

The expropriating authority is the Minister of Transportation
Minister of Transportation with an

address of:

777 Bay Street, 5t Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 178
416-327-9200

Pey: Ancti [Lidaon Fobinas
c/o Linda Wilson-Holmes
Conveyancing Supervisor
659 Exeter Road, 3™ Floor
London, ON N6E 1L3

8. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03851-0004 (LT), being Part of Lot 30, Concession 10,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 5 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-95), subject to an Easement over PART 5 as in
Instrument WS687957.

9. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03851-0005 (LT), being Part of Lot 30, Concession 10,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 6 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-95), subject to Easement over PART 6 as in Instrument
WS687957 and WS687987.

10. All right, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03851-0006 (LT), being Part of Lot 30, Concession 10,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 7 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-0095), subject to an Easement over PART 7 as in
Instrument WS687957.

11. All right, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03851-0007 (LT), being Part of Lot 30, Concession 10,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 8 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-95), subject to an Easement over PART 8 as in
Instrument WS687957.

12. All right, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03851-0008 (LT), being Part of Lot 18, Registered Plan
1452, Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 9 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-95), subject to an Easement over PART 9 as in
Instrument WS684762.

13. All right, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03848-0178 (LT), being Part of Lot 30, Concession 11,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 1 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-95).
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County to weigh options for forestry bylaw update
after extensive public input

Council discussion gets heated as warden warns against potentially problematic motion

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Editor

Perth County council will revisit pro-
posed updates to its forest conservation
bylaw in April after receiving a final report
on months of public consultation that drew
significant input from farmers, residents
and municipal councils across the county.

At a special meeting Feb. 12, council
directed staff to bring back options for a
revised bylaw on or before April 2 that
incorporate the ideas and concerns raised
during the public-input process, which be-
gan last year following council’s direction
to review the existing bylaw.

“During this period, we received signif-
icant engagement across multiple formats.
... The consultation revealed the division
in community perspectives,” county clerk
Tyler Sager told council. “One group
strongly supports maintaining or even
strengthening forest-conservation mea-
sures, citing Perth County’s low forest
coverage at nine per cent. Another group
advocates for reduced regulation, partic-
ularly around agriculture exemption and
alignment with provincial standards.

“Both perspectives are rooted in legiti-
mate concerns — environmental protection

versus operational flexibility for agricul-
tural landowners.”

The review initially stemmed from work
undertaken by the county’s agricultural
working group, which compared Perth’s
bylaw with those in neighbouring counties
and recommended clarifying definitions,
adding new definitions such as “wind-
break” and “woodlot,” and formalizing
an appeal process similar to that used in
Oxford County.

Since then, the proposed changes have
prompted strong reaction from members
of the agricultural community, including
a petition submitted by a group of Perth
County farmers calling for significant
amendments to the draft bylaw.

The petition, signed by residents, land-
owners and agricultural producers from
across the county, calls on council to ex-
pressly recognize and exempt normal farm
practices protected under the Farming and
Food Production Protection Act, set a min-
imum one-hectare threshold for regulated
woodlands in accordance with provincial
standards and categorically exempt wind-
breaks and tree plantations from being
classified as regulated woodlands to allow
landowners to remove, harvest and main-
tain those trees as they see fit.

“We know the benefits of windbreaks
and strategic plantations; the rural com-
munity wants the freedom to plant trees,”
said Perth South farmer Henry Koskamp,
who, along with West Perth Farmer Gerald
Kolkman, have been leading the charge
against many of the proposed changes in
the county’s draft bylaw update, going so
far as to draft an alternative bylaw, which
they’ve presented to county and lower-tier
councils over the last several months.

“ ... We need the support of the land-
owners of Perth County (to get more trees
planted). As of this morning, we have 274
signatures on the petition with still more
coming. They are in support of the agri-
culturally supported forest conservation
bylaw for Perth County. We also need
support form the rural farm organizations
in Perth County. We have letters of sup-
port from the Perth Grain Farmers, Perth
Pork Producers, Perth Dairy Producers,
Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario
and the Perth County Federation of
Agriculture, as well as the Canadian
Federation of Independent Business.
They’re all supporting the same alterna-
tive bylaw, or at least the intent.”

The petition also requests formal bi-
osecurity protocols for forestry officers
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entering farm properties, protection from
enforcement for the routine removal of
dead or hazardous trees, reinstatement
of stewardship funding to lower-tier mu-
nicipalities, and the establishment of an
independent appeal committee made up
of elected officials rather than municipal
staff.

Both Perth East and Perth South coun-
cils have endorsed the farmers’ alternative
bylaw, while West Perth and North Perth
councils have not.

On the other side of the debate, Sager
told council many who provided input into
the bylaw update were in favour of the
county’s proposed change in definition for
“woodlot,” suggesting reducing the size
threshold for a woodlot in the bylaw from
one hectare to 0.5 hectares would help pro-
tect the county’s already low, nine per-cent
forest coverage.

“Forests under professional manage-
ment generally do better across most
forest-health parameters, however, (our)
forests also have multiple co-occurring
disturbances. This could include wind-
throw, harvest, pests and disease,” said
Maitland Valley Conservation Authority
watershed ecologist Erin Guthro as part of

Continued on page 17
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Continued from page 16
a joint delegation made up of representa-
tives from area conservation authorities at
the Feb. 12 meeting. “This suggests for-
est-management practices that puts eco-
nomic returns over overall forest health
will lead to more forest decline over time.
... A bylaw provides a minimum standard
to level the playing field and ensure practi-
tioners that follow good forestry practices
are supported, and this is needed.”

“Woodlots really provide (flood and
erosion-control services),” added Nathan
Schoelier, stewardship and conserva-
tion lands manager at Ausable Bayfield
Conservation Authority. “ ... This is going
to be most apparent in the coming months
... when we have the flow. ... You’re going
to see a slower, more drawn-out snowmelt
in these areas, then you’re going to see
ponded water on the landscape. This is wa-
ter that these woodlots are holding across
our entire landscape, not just at point lo-
cations like a dam. That’s water that’s no
longer rushing toward your infrastructure,
whether that’s communities, your munic-
ipal drains, or even your private drains,
and allows that agricultural drainage to do
its job, and allows us to grow the food in
those areas.”

Tensions rise amid council discussion

Tensions surfaced at the Feb. 12 meet-
ing when Coun. Rhonda Ehgoetz of Perth
East introduced a motion to have council

review Koskamp and Kolkman’s proposed
bylaw at the same meeting, before staff
had an opportunity to consolidate all feed-
back and present a full slate of options.

“The purpose of this meeting was for
council to have an opportunity to discuss
the forestry conversation bylaw. I don’t
even see that on the agenda,” Ehgoetz
said. “Now you want us to send it back to
staff again and for them to come up with
recommendations. I was hoping that coun-
cil would come up with recommendations
and questions this morning and go through
the bylaw and see what we actually want.”

Ehgoetz suggested the process could be
drawn out to the point where an updated
bylaw won’t be approved by council be-
fore October’s municipal election removes
council’s ability to vote on it. Instead,
Ehgoetz moved to have county council
review the farmers’ proposed bylaw line
by line to incorporate pieces of it into the
county’s draft bylaw.

“Before I ask for a seconder, I will in-
dicate the following observations to
my council colleagues,” Warden Dean
Trentowsky began before being interrupt-
ed by Ehgoetz, who claimed the warden
couldn’t comment on the motion before it
was seconded.

“l have the chair; you do not,”
Trentowsky responded, ultimately issu-
ing two formal warnings to Ehgoetz. ...
I am the head of council. As such, I have

YEARS
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a duty under the Municipal Act to inform
this council the following. ... What your
motion entails; you communicated this to
us, all of council, in an email prior to this
meeting. You communicated it not with-
in the confines of a council meeting. So,
my point is this has been done and you’ve
brought the motion forward as such. It was
communicated outside a meeting last night
through an email to all of council.

“I have to raise to all of council’s atten-
tion the possibility of the following con-
cerns: perception of a lack of transparency
on the conduct of council business, per-
ception of public bias, perception of insuf-
ficient fairness of process. These concerns
could be under scrutiny by others, perhaps
the integrity commissioner, perhaps an
ombudsman, perhaps it could provoke a
legal challenge for this council and this
corporation. I would indicate that the un-
intended consequences of this motion may
result in not being in the best interests of
this council.”

After debate around process and timing,
council ultimately opted to wait for staft’s
comprehensive report, which will outline
potential paths forward incorporating the
range of submissions received. The up-
dated bylaw, once drafted, will return to
council for further discussion and poten-
tial approval after all the options are dis-
cussed at either the April 2 regular council
meeting or a special meeting of council

1gArcadian
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called before then.

Ehgoetz later posted about the dispute
between herself and the warden on the
Mitchell Life Facebook page, claiming she
was unfairly treated in front of her council
colleagues and members of the public.

“To me, he is a bully, he embarrassed
me, he intimidated council,” Ehgoetz told
Grant Haven Media. “ ... I think he owes
me a public apology. He thinks he was
in the right to do what he did to me. I’ve
never seen in my 25-plus years someone
do that to another member of council in a
public forum.”

When reached for comment about
his comments on FEhgoetz’s motion,
Trentowsky said he couldn’t comment
further.

“Following the conclusion of this meet-
ing; out of due respect and consideration
for all of my Perth County council col-
leagues (including Coun. Ehgoetz) and
for all of Perth County staff, I feel it is
necessary that I withhold providing com-
ments to the media until such time that this
matter is fully dealt with at Perth County
council.

“I must also withhold providing any
comment or response towards any com-
ments (including social media posts) that
may be attributed to Coun. Ehgoetz (or
others) following the conclusion of the
Feb. 12 special council meeting.”
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OBITUARY

WHARRAM: Ronald K.

Passed away at home,
surrounded by family, on
8 February 21. He was 78.
Ron was married to Eileen
(Sim) for over 57 years,
most of those living in
& Hickson. They were blessed
L N with 2 children -Angela
=% 4 (Mark) Wygoda, and Darryl

(Michelle). He also leaves
| 5 grandchildren and 1 step-
—="== granddaughter. He was also
survived by 3 sisters and 2 brothers.

Ron’s main interest was sports and he tried his hand
at a lot of them. His favourite being softball which
he played, coached, and umpired for many decades.
To show his love for the game of ball, he took a ball,
a bat, and his glove “Big Blue” with him so wherever
he ends up, he can get a game going. He tried his
hand at golf for a long while but a couple of years
ago, his health said, “Leave them there clubs in the
garage Old Man”.

After harvesting and donating any organs of value
or still working, Ron was cremated. Anyone wishing
to make a contribution in Ron’s memory, please
consider Woodstock General Hospital, or Hickson
Fire Department of which Ron was a member for
several years.

By the way, some of you may have already guessed
— I wrote this myself while sitting in the hospital. Bye
all!

The family would like to extend our deepest
gratitude for the personal and supportive services
provided to all of us by the Palliative Care Team.

Honouring his wishes, no formal services will be
held.

Memorial donations can be made through Brock &
Visser Funeral Home, Woodstock, ON.

@%71[/1 -@3470/1,{’/1' p@

Funeral Home Litd.

1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. NOB 2T0
519-656-2880

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com  cpyisiopher W. Franklin

www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com Funeral Director

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve.
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ANSWERS FOUND ON
THE CLASSIFIED PAGE

Optimist Club of

Downie Inc.

Feb. 8 Dianne Downing, St. Marys......... $50.00
Feb. 9 Roger Anderson, Brantford .. ....... $50.00
Feb. 10 Fred Iliman, Stratford ............ $50.00
Feb. 11 Brad Braekevelt, Stratford ......... $50.00
Feb. 12 Eliizabeth Seamans, Angus . ....... $50.00

Feb. 13 MaryLou McCarthy, St. Marys. . . ... $50.00
Feb. 14 Jordon Van de Kemp, Embro .. ... $200.00

Feb. 15 Paul Forrest, Stratford. ........... $50.00
Feb. 16 Eleanor Kittmer, Lakeside ......... $50.00
Feb. 17 Jayne & Greg Tinney, St. Marys . . ..$50.00
Feb. 18 Bev Hepburn, Stratford ... ........ $50.00
Feb. 19 Tom Kittmer, Embro ............. $50.00
Feb. 20 Ron & Glen, Dunseth, Sebringville . . $50.00
Feb. 21 Marilyn Dixon, Lucan............ $200.00

) Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

The Shakespeare Optimist Club is

again selling Cured Hams for Easter.

They are $20.00 for boneless or
bone-in hams (3 & 4 Ibs).

Pick up dates are Thursday, March 19 &
26 with some also available on March 10.

At the same time, in conjunction
with the Tavistock Men's Club,
Saverkraut will also be offered in
2-1/2 Ib bags for $5.00
Optimist contacts:
Gary West 519-272-9140

or Murray Schlotzhauer
519-271-3330

Contact any
Tavistock Men'’s Club
members to order

BY JAKE GRANT

1. What countries were banned from the
2026 Winter Olympics?

2. True or False. Hamsters are nocturnal.

3. What is the mascot for Wilfred Laurier
University?

4. What mathematician had an apple fall on
his head?

5. Who came up with the “Modern
Olympics”?

6. What is the longest muscle in the human
body?

7. Are sea cucumbers plants or animals?

8. What three things did Jack steal from the
giant?

9. When was the last time the USA won Gold
in Men’s Olympic Hockey?

10. What country invented the saltine cracker?

Answers found on the classified page

PICK UP YOUR COPY OF
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

New Hamburg
Thrift Centre, Short Stop, Sobeys, Office Pro, No Frills,
Mario's Chicken, Library, McDonalds, Tim Hortons,
Nith Valley Butcher, The Whining Tree, Town Square
Pharmasave, Heart'n Home Creations, Cook's Pharmacy,
Great Canadian Dollar, Wilmot Recreation Centre,
Pizza Arca, Old Country Restaurant, Cloverleaf Leaf Farms

Tavistock
D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim Hortons, Hasty Market,
Sam's Independent
Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library,
Tavistock Arena, Scotia Bank

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety,
Baden Coffee Company, Pharmacy in Baden Plaza

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market

Wellesley
Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy
Schmidtsville Restaurant, Wellesley Service

Shakespeare
Shakespeare Brewery, Shakespeare Variety,
Shakespeare Pies

St.Agatha
Pfennings Store, Hasty Market

Petershurg

Petro Canada Gas Bar

Stratford

Food Basics, Sobeys, No Frills, Klomps Home & Garden
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The Old Gazettes

By Sydney Grant

Slowly but surely, I'm reading through
the past pages of the Tavistock Gazette
(est. 1895). Within this weekly column
1’d like to share with you some of my
findings.

February 17-24, 2016, Edition (10
years ago)

Tavistock Team Unity Synchronized
Skating Teams travelled to Kingston,
Ont., to compete in the 2016 Ontario Re-
gional Synchronized Skating Champi-
onships held from Feb. 11-14. The teams
came home with some personal bests
and, overall, a very successful weekend.
The Beginner 2 Team was Ontario Sil-
ver Medalists; Pre-Novice finished ninth
place; Adult II was Ontario Silver Med-
alists; and Adult III was also Ontario
Sllver Medalists.

Brian Grasby of Stratford was the
lucky winner of $1,000 in the Tavistock
Braves’ 400 Club Draw. He was present-
ed the prize by executive member Duane
Roi. Nineteen draws were held through-
out the season, and the final prize was
drawn on Feb. 19 with Grasby as win-
ner. Grasby is no stranger to the hockey
rink. He was a referee for 35 years and is
a timekeeper for Stratford Minor Hock-
ey House League as well as the new con-
venor for Thursday night house league.

Employees of the CIBC Tavistock
Branch were honoured to receive the
Caring Cup as the top Banking Centre
Team in Ontario. The award was pre-
sented at the Financial Advisory Forum,
held in Toronto on Thursday, Feb. 11,
2016. Manager Alisha Wilson said the
branch received a 100 per-cent rating
from their customers. About 600 CIBC
employees attended the event from al-
most 200 branches located across the
province, from Ottawa to Windsor.

February 15-22, 2006, Edition (20
years ago)

Old Man Winter stuck around last
week and provided a beautiful, sun-
ny, crisp day to hold Hickson Central
School’s winter carnival. “Le Carnaval
de Hickson” was organized by French
teacher Madame Marya Helm and in-
cluded everything a winter celebration
could ask for, along with a visit from
Quebec winter carnival mascot, Bonho-
mme. Regular classes were suspended
for the day as students organized them-
selves into 12 teams using a distinct
colour and the name of a famous Ca-
nadian, such as Champlain, Grosilliers,
Radisson, Mackenzie, Cabot and Carti-

er. Each team then had one hour to cre-
ate a team banner, design a snow sculp-
ture and build a dogsled from cardboard,
duct tape and a length of rope.

The team from Bonnie Brae won the
Alzheimer Walk for Memories Corpo-
rate Challenge at the Woodstock run this
year. They raised over $2,600 for Alz-
heimer Oxford. The group started fund-
raising in November by selling Rheo
Thompson mint smoothies, held staff
brunches, sold cookies for Christmas,
hosted dress-down days and sold home-
made soup every Friday. Each team
member filled their pledge form as well.
Last year, the group won the corporate
challenge by raising over $2,100 with 10
team members.

Tri-County Mennonite Homes
(TCMH) has announced that two part-
ner organizations, the YMCA and the
Oxford County Public Library, have
agreed to continue their participation
in the master plan and preliminary de-
sign stages of the Tavistock Project.
This announcement follows the release
of a comprehensive survey conducted
for TCMH, which indicates significant
community support for the services of
these organizations. The VON Board
will decide on their participation in the
next stage of the project by the end of
February.

February 19-26, 1986, Edition (40
years ago)

For the fourth year in a row, the Shake-
speare Optimists have retained their
volleyball tournament trophy. The tour-
nament held on Saturday, Feb. 15, at the
Shakespeare Optimist Community Cen-
tre involved 10 teams including New
Hamburg, who took Shakespeare to the
finals and received the runner-up trophy.
The winning team is Gord Mair, John
Lantz, Jim Rader, Bob Lantz, Bob Koll-
man, George Weicker, president Bruce
Edwards, Al Fuhr and Jim Algie.

The annual Oratorical Contest for
public school children sponsored by the
Optimist Club of Tavistock was held at
the Legion Hall on Thursday, Feb. 20.
There were 11 young people with their
parents and friends who attended the
delicious roast beef dinner as guests of
the club. Following the dinner, each of
the contestants gave their speech and
were judged by three gentlemen from
the Bards-Orators Toastmasters’ Club
of Stratford. First place winners were
Jodi Smith, Grade 6; Chris Brenneman,
Grade 7; and Elizabeth Bender, Grade 8.

Advertise with us!
Contact Heather Dunbar

at 226.261.1837 or
heather@granthaven.com

TOWNSHIP OF
EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock
Phone: 519-655-2151
All are welcome

Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY LUTHERAN (ELCIC)
Sebastopol - Tavistock
2210 Perth Line 29
Pastor Steve Hoffard
Worship In Person or on Zoom
Sundays at 10:00 AM
(519) 655-2312
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE
Pastor Julie Ellison White
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,

with coffee and fellowship to follow at 17am.

All ages Junior Sunday School will follow
after the service.
All are Welcome
Stream services online at
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - T1am Each Sunday

To have your place of worship listing included
here, please contact thewtgazette@gmail.com

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC

Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock

stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:

https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

WILMOT TOWNSHIP

ST GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH

Corner of Waterloo St and Byron St, New Hamburg
Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.
All are welcome.

https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease

4339 Huron Rd Wilmat Township
All are welcome.
Contact Carol Massel: 519-502-8648
carol@masselsmarine.com

ST AGATHA MENNONITE CHURCH
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212
Pastor Jim Brown

Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour
and sermon discussion.

All are welcome

SEND STORY IDEAS AND
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR TO

GALEN SIMMONS AT
GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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PJHL Roundup: Braves take commanding lead in first-round series

Firebirds in tough while Applejacks on verge of sweep

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

The Tavistock Braves have put
themselves in a position to sweep
the Paris Titians in their Doherty
Division opening-round series.

The Braves took game three by
a 7-4 count despite trailing 3-2
after the first period. Tavistock
scored five of the game’s next
six goals to earn the win, led
by three-point performances
by Evan Palubeski and Keaton
Bartlett. Ryan McKellar and
Carter Arseneau added a goal and
assist each.

Tavistock cruised to an 8-3 win
on the road Saturday to grab a
2-0 series lead, converting five
of seven chances with the man
advantage. Jacob Reid-Brant and
Arseneau led the offence with
three points each, while Bartlett,
Palubeski and Nolan Miller add-
ed a goal and assist apiece.

Paris took 44 minutes in penal-
ties while Tavistock had 15 as the
Braves held a 41-20 edge in shots
on goal.

Blake Richard stopped all 23
shots he faced in Tavistock on
Friday as the Braves earned a
4-0 win. Ethan Stover, Palubeski,
Arseneau and Reid-Brant all
found the back of the net.

The Titans have amassed a total
of 107 penalty minutes, with the
Braves sitting at 67.

“Paris has tried to be physical
for the most part with hits and
throwing an extra shot in, or a
spear or slash at our guys after
whistles,” said Braves general
manager Brent Lange. “Player
safety is a concern at times, yes,
but that's why the four-referee

system is in place, and each game
is being recorded and goes back
to a director of player safety for
review if anything goes wrong.”

Lange added his team has been
able to, for the most part, resist
retaliation penalties, which has
resulted in seven powerplay
goals on 19 opportunities.

“The guys have been great,
playing at a high pace each night.
Our forechecks have been solid,
making life hard on Paris de-
fencemen. All four lines have
been rolling, our defence and
goaltending have been great so
far. As long as we keep that go-
ing, we will be fine.”

Game 4 was scheduled for
Tavistock on Wednesday night,
after the Gazette’s deadline.

Applejacks take stranglehold
over Shamrocks

Wellesley travelled to Hespeler
on Tuesday night and came
away with a 5-2 victory to take
a 3-0 series lead. The Applejacks
went two for three on the pow-
erplay with defenceman Bobby
Tsilogianis and Riley Noble lead-
ing the attack with two points
each.

Wellesley easily took Game 1
by an 8-2 score after building a
7-1 lead after 40 minutes. Riley
Noble led the attack with four as-
sists while Luke Schofield added
a goal and a helper. Ryan Brenton
and Kaelan McDougald each
score twice for the Applejacks.

Game 2 was a different story as
Noble scored the game-winning
goal on a powerplay just over
four minutes into overtime with
assists going to Hudson Parker
and Rhys McCloskey. Tyler
Chadwick gave Wellesley a 1-0

lead seven and a half minutes into
the third period, but Hespeler tied
it up nine minutes later, forcing
the extra period.

Firebirds even series with
Merchants

New Hamburg evened its series
with Norwich with a 3-2 road
win on Saturday thanks to Jordan
Jacobs’ game-winner just under
three minutes into the second pe-
riod. Ben Oliver scored twice for
the winners, who received an out-
standing performance between
the pipes by Connor Harmon who
stopped 36 of 38 shots, including
all 17 he faced in the third period.

The Firebirds dropped Game 1
at home on Friday by a 4-2 count.
Owen Bruder’s goal at the 14:22
mark of the third period pulled
New Hamburg to within one, but
Norwich sealed the win with an
empty net goal. Jyden Fischer
also scored for the Firebirds, who
were outshot 41-28.

Game 3 in the series was
played on Wednesday night in
New Hamburg after the Gazette
went to press.

Woodstock has taken a 3-0 lead
over Dorchester as the Navy Vets
have outscored the Dolphins 17-
5. Woodstock can complete a se-
ries sweep with a win on home
ice Friday.

Remaining Doherty Division
schedules

Tavistock vs. Paris

Game 5* - Friday, Feb. 27 in
Tavistock @ 7:30 p.m.

Game 6* - Saturday, Feb. 28 in
Paris @ 7:30 p.m.

Game 7* - Wednesday, March
4 in Tavistock @ 8:40 p.m.

Wellesley vs. Hespeler

Game 4 - Friday, Feb. 27 in

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTOS)

Keaton Bartlett fires a shot on goal during Game 1 of the Tavistock
Braves' first-round playoff series against the Paris Titans on Feb. 20.
Bartlett has scored two goals and four assists through the first three

games of the series.

Keaton Bartlett fires a shot on goal during Game 1 of the Tavistock
Braves' first-round playoff series against the Paris Titans on Feb. 20.
Bartlett has scored two goals and four assists through the first three

games of the series.

Wellesley @ 8 p.m.

Game 5* - Saturday, Feb. 28 in
Wellesley @ 7:30 p.m.

Game 6* - Sunday, March 1 in
Hespeler @ 3:30 p.m.

Game 7* - Wednesday, March
4 in Wellesley @ 8:30 p.m.

New Hamburg vs. Norwich

Game 4 - Friday, Feb. 27 in

Norwich @ 8 p.m.
Game 5 - Saturday, Feb. 28 in
New Hamburg @ 8:30 p.m.
Game 6* - Tuesday, March 3 in
Norwich @ 8 p.m.
Game 7* - Wednesday, March
4 in New Hamburg @ 7:30 p.m.
*if necessary

Royals to face first-place Centenaires in OEHL semi-final

LEE GRIFFI

Zehr added the Centenaires have skilled

Gazette Reporter

The Tavistock Royals will face the
Seaforth Centenaires in an Ontario Elite
Hockey League (OEHL) South Division
semi-final series beginning Friday, Feb.
27.

The two teams battled three times during
the regular season. Seaforth took all three
by scores of 4-1, 5-1 and 5-1.

Head coach Tyson Zehr is expecting a
tough series against the regular-season
champions.

“Seaforth is a very good team and
they finished first for a reason. They’re

structured, disciplined and limit opportu-
nities. We know it will be a big test, but we
like our group and the way we’re playing
right now. It should be a solid series.”

He added the three losses earlier in the
season mean nothing and the playoffs are
a whole new ballgame.

“Playoffs are a clean slate. The regular
season gives you information, but it doesn’t
decide a series. Our team has grown since
those games and we’re playing a different
brand of hockey right now. The focus is on
what we do moving forward. We need to
be disciplined. Seaforth has strong special
teams and will take advantage of their op-
portunities when given.”

players throughout their lineup, and the
Royals will have to be aware of who’s on
the ice.

“But at the same time, our focus is more
on execution than on overthinking match-
ups. I think the guys are really looking
forward to playing playoff hockey against
Seaforth again. Our two teams always
have good battles in the postseason.”

Schedule — Tavistock vs. Seaforth

Game 1 - Saturday, Feb. 28 in Seaforth
@ 7:30 p.m.

Game 2 - Sunday, March 1 in Tavistock
@ 1:30 p.m.

Game 3 to 7 - TBA
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Wilmot Heritage Fire Brigade
honours Blaine Bechthold
with lifetime membership

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

At its Feb. 18 monthly meeting, the
Wilmot Heritage Fire Brigade recognized
longtime supporter Blaine Bechthold with
an honorary lifetime membership.

Bechthold has dedicated more than 30
years to the museum, from its earliest
concept to the operation of the Wilmot
Heritage Fire Brigades Museum in Baden.

Brigades president Peter Gingerich said
the museum began with little more than an
idea.

“It was started with absolutely nothing
except an idea,” Gingerich said. “Today,
the museum is bursting at the seams with
so many artifacts that we can’t even store
everything on site anymore.”

The museum currently houses six an-
tique fire trucks, with a seventh recently
purchased. The newest addition was orig-
inally bought by the New Hamburg Fire
Department in 1948, prior to its incorpo-
ration into Wilmot Township in 1973. The
truck is now being returned to Wilmot
from Alberta.

In addition to the fire trucks, the museum
features thousands of artifacts, including
photographs, antique firefighting equip-
ment and historical uniforms.

Bechthold, who served with the Wilmot
Township Fire Department for more than
25 years and retired as fire chief at the
Baden station, was the driving force be-
hind establishing the museum. After re-
tiring, he approached several fellow re-
tired firefighters and, following a series
of meetings, the Wilmot Heritage Fire
Brigades and Museum was formed and
incorporated as a not-for-profit registered

[ —

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

Blaine Bechthold receives an honorary life-
time membership in the Wilmot Heritage Fire
Brigades from president Peter Gingerich.

charity in 1995.

Over the past three decades, Bechthold
has spent countless hours maintaining and
promoting the museum. He has served as
secretary and treasurer for most of that
time.

In recognition of his dedication, the bri-
gades’ directors presented him with the
museum’s first-ever honorary lifetime
membership. The award came as a com-
plete surprise, and to date, no other life-
time memberships have been granted.

Bechthold noted the museum is always
looking to grow its membership and em-
phasized that fire-service experience is not
required. Several current members have
no firefighting background but share a pas-
sion for preserving local history.

Those interested in joining or learning
more can contact the heritage brigade at
wilmotfiremuseum@gmail.com.

Members of the Wilmot Heritage Fire Brigades gather for the lifetime membership presenta-
tion to Blaine Bechthold. Pictured in the front row, from left, are Lyle Shantz, EImer Koenig
and Laverne Schwartzentruber. In the middle row, from left, are Murray Gingerich, honouree
Blaine Bechthold (secretary-treasurer) and president Peter Gingerich. In the back row, from
left, are Harold Ruby, Haydn Wiley, Doug Ferguson (director), Kyle McGrath (director), Ran-
dy Hoffman and John Howling.

Gazette Puzzles

FEBRUARY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS

WJ I SEHGYQBZMUSGHMHGD
GUYOAGNENAJTSKOSI FNZ
DYYBI NBNUEDC CAWRAKI I B
GAJYUXKMLWJSHADRABTL
TYNBDLXMNMNGI VOHI CENADO
KRDTKHEYSOBPCAENLGSKD
CAURTNBDBVFVKEHNKTLSY
B NANCYGUTHRIESOOI ZDX
UFrFBHI GDLZCMTYEWVNUJEK
AUOZVNZIREUJGLEYGUJESG
RCNZEULYGMQAOTA BESEPN
FI1 EVOJCABHEIKLTRSBXSD
NREGJENLMTZWDAI DUXSDO
GTQLGOETMMODS SEDNRENE
STUWLRMJIV ZUPQSGI Y JER
QY I DRJCHMBKBCAELI OMUJ
LLHI MENSCURLINGAKVNOJ
FADQONI MBKHCOQLOHAWX
MGSCI PMYLORETNIWLUZD
ECURLINGCONTROVERSYSB
Bad Bunny Mens Curling Steven Dubois
Curling Controversy =~ Megan Oldham Tumbler Ridge
El Mencho Mikael Kingsbury ~ USA Hockey Golds
Gordie Howe Bridge =~ Nancy Guthrie Winter Olympics
Lindsey Vonncrash  Seattle Seahawks  Womens Speed Skating
SPONSORED BY:
DY ER
: : D YC
g N ] ‘ ’ 0 ' .'. 0
, : : ;
Pet of the Week
( TUCKER

Tucker was submitted
\Grummett of New Hambu

Tucker is a five-year-old retriever
that has lots of energy and likes to
play any kind of sport. With baseball
spring training underway for the
Blue Jays, Tucker is ready, willing
and able to lend a paw in the outfield
and retrieve all the baseballs that
are hit his way. I'm sure he can run
down a ball faster than any Blue Jay
outfielder trying out for a position.

by Mike |
rg. '

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

TLE

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.ticpetfood.com
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Mama’s Mobile Village supporting local parents when they need it

HEAPS OF
HEALTHY
TIPS

By Mercedes Kay Gold

Expecting a new baby is
exciting and life-changing, but it
can be overwhelming.

It doesn’t take long before both
parents are running on empty.
They say it takes a village to raise
a child, but not everyone has a
strong support system in times of
need. Mama’s Mobile Village is
the answer.

Meet the girls behind the small
but mighty mobile business.
Keisha Post and Chloe Anderson
know firsthand the challenges of

raising children. It’s rewarding,
yes, but extremely exhausting.
After endless, sleepless nights,
the long list of unfulfilled to-dos
becomes daunting. With four
children, and extremely confident
she wasn’t the only new mother
who longed for post-partum
support, Post took a leap of faith.

Her now-partner, Anderson,
loved the idea and jumped
onboard. The gal-pals set out
to be a modern-day village for
families for those days when they

need an extra set of hands. The
dynamic duo is the two smiling,
high-energy = momma  bears
behind Mama’s Mobile Village.
Yes, they come to right to your
door offering support without
judgement.

Post and Anderson, both 27,
have a strong sense of family and
community. Post’s caregiving
started early. By the age of 10,
she was helping raise her sisters.
She went on to study community
service and then mental health
and addictions, graduating from
both programs at TriOS College.

With a solid foundation of
empathy and patience, Post
combined her love of working
at her own children’s daycare,
strong work ethic and a slew of
skills. Anderson works alongside
her when she isn’t attending
classes at Conestoga College.
The girls are on a mission,
helping families navigate the ins
and out of managing the addition

of a new baby.

Life is busy. With extended
families  living far  apart,
grandparents delaying retirement,
work commutes and long hours,
much-needed support systems
decline. According to Post,
the biggest reason parents call
Mama’s Mobile Village is because
people are “overwhelmed and
burnt out.”

Mama’s Mobile Village offers a
wide range of services from light
tidying to a whole-house reset.
The girls don’t offer medical
advice or support, but rather an
extra set of hands to make life
manageable; a smiling face to
take care of the tasks that are put
on the backburner.

For a few hours, a day or a
set weekly schedule, the team
quickly resets, refreshes and
realigns daily life. Parents don’t
need to do this alone; there is a
support system waiting.

“Mama’s Mobile Village was

created to be the village so many
parents are missing,” Anderson
said. “It does not take a village
to raise a child, but rather it takes
a village to support the parents
raising the child.”

For more information, find
Mama’s Mobile Village on
Facebook. Don’t worry, the fab
friends have Wilmot-Tavistock,
Wellsley and East Zorra on their
route for support stops.

She said. He said — style wars at the Dunstalls

DRESS
SHARP.
SPEND
SMART.

By Scott Dunstall

and Lillianne Dunstall :

I thought it would be interesting
and maybe a little fun to include
my wife, Lillianne Dunstall, in
this week's piece. So, I mentioned
the idea to her, and she quick-
ly came back with some smart
ideas for a concept. The one we
both agreed on is her unique and
private perspective of my fashion
life. She started citing different
occasions, behaviours and opin-
ions, and started laughing harder
with each one.

And to make this even more fun,
she is writing her perspective of
something, (She Said) then I will
follow with mine (He said).

Shoes:

She said: Living with a fash-
ion columnist teaches you many
things; mostly that shoes appar-
ently have emotions. Once when
we moved houses and our boxes
were delayed overnight, he was
genuinely worried his shoes were
sitting in a warehouse somewhere,

lost and lonely, whimpering in
their moving box while waiting to
be reunited with him.

He said: That’s preposterous.
First of all, I don’t think they were
whimpering. I asked them. And
second, just because you don’t let
me celebrate their birthdays any-
more, it doesn’t mean I don’t give
them a little buff on the side.

She said: He devotes a whole
24-inch spinning suitcase for his
shoes when we travel, especially
down south. Good lord, the man
has over 70 pairs; I stopped asking
him why because his comeback
is always the same — options. He
needs options because he never
knows what kind of mood he will
be in on any given day. Some days,
it’s Mr. Yacht Rock and others, it’s
Mr. Beach Bum.

He said: Shoes make the man
baby. I don’t know how many
times I will look at a gentleman
and have some interest in what he

is wearing until my eyes get down
to the floor. Shoes are the wrong
colour or style and the cuffs are all
bunched up; it’s a complete look,
ladies and gentlemen. The story
doesn’t end at the knees. And the
only reason she comments on my
shoes is because it takes up real
estate in the house she wants to
use for her massive collection.

Going out

She said: 1 learned a long time
ago to no longer put my shoes on
until the car is started and he is
halfway down the front walk. We
have a floor-to-ceiling mitror in
our front hall (guess whose idea
that was). He’ll walk and give it
a parting glimpse before heading
out the door. And then you can see
it happen — the look. Something’s
not right. Then he freezes. It’s the
coat. He’s not feeling it with the
rest of the outfit. He’ll try on an-
other coat. And then another. And
then he’ll turn to me and say, “Just
give me a minute.” As soon as he
says that, [ know in an instant that
it’s a full project tear down. The
oxygen leaves the room so quickly
the airbags drop out of the ceiling.
And that’s my queue to take my
shoes off and start surfing new re-
leases from Netflix.

He said: Well, all I can say is
monkey see, monkey do. I mean,
I learned from the best when it
comes to maintaining a fash-
ion standard and what it takes to
maintain it. [ will also say that you

were my top promoter and advisor
when I began my fashion awaken-
ing. However, I will take this op-
portunity to let readers know that I
show you my clothing items when
I purchase them. I don’t tear the
price tag off and throw it under the
bed for a month only to whip it out
a month later and say, “This old
rag? You haven’t seen it because I
haven’t worn it for years.” Hey, if
we are throwing people under the
bus here, then so be it.

Gotta have a spare

She said: You know he carries
a spare outfit in the car. No one
is allowed to touch the spare. I
call it his understudy. It actually
started when he went through his
transformation into his style quest.
Back then, he would have two or
three shirts, pairs of jeans, belts
and matching shoes. The coats
were the worst. They would take
up the whole trunk.

He said: That’s right. And if
you think that’s weird, you should
try folding her laundry. You need
some kind of app to work out com-
plex angles and a crew of eight to
assemble it and put it on her. In
all seriousness, I was so unsure of
what [ was doing when I first start-
ed experimenting with full flashes
(my term for outfit), I would leave
the house wearing clothes I have
never considered before, and 1
thought everyone was looking at
me like [ was a freak.

So, I would literally go change

in my car or a bathroom into
something different, thinking that
would eliminate my anxiety. It
didn’t and nobody was looking
at me, hence the three “spares” I
would carry with me. Now I am
down to one and that is neatly
packed in a small suitcase in the
trunk. I don’t do it for the anx-
iety; I do it in case I spill coffee
down my front (it happened) or
my grandson threw chocolate ice
cream at me in a restaurant (it
happened).

Well, that’s it. We may do anoth-
er one of these in reverse next time
where it’s the classic He Said. She
Said. Stay tuned.

Scott Dunstall has been on a sty-
listic journey for over 10 years. His
belief is that every guy has a style
of their own. When it s discovered,
it empowers and builds confi-
dence. Scott has appeared several
times on Rogers TV Kitchener as
a guest on DAYTIME. His writing
has been republished by LinkedIn
Top Influencer and INC. Magazine
contributing editor Jeff Haden. He
has also written several pieces
for the Baden Outlook. You can
follow Scott on Instagram (@ev-
erydaystylebyscott or on LinkedIn
@scottdunstall or Life & Style
Wilmot on Facebook. Feel free to
ask questions or propose collabo-
rations: everydaystylebyscottl (@
gmail.com.

READ US ONLINE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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Art and imagination on display at the Clay and Glass Gallery

OH, THE
PLACES

By Paul Knowles

WE'LL GO

Let’s be honest: you may have
never heard of the Canadian Clay
and Glass Gallery. Or, if you
have, you probably have never
visited the place.

Well, I am here to suggest that
you rectify that situation, imme-
diately, because there are a large
number of special things about
the Canadian Clay and Glass
Gallery that truly make it worth
a visit.

First, it’s unique. Located near
Uptown Waterloo, it is the only
art gallery in the country that is
exclusively dedicated to exhibit-
ing and collecting contemporary
Canadian glass, ceramic, enamel
and stained glass works of art.

Second, the folks at the gallery
are brilliant at staging exhibi-
tions. If you are a museum goer
who is just a bit tired of crammed
display cases and claustrophobic
exhibition rooms, you are going
to love the Clay and Glass. The
building, which opened in 1993,
is the very definition of spacious.
More about this later.

Third, the exhibitions are al-
ways fresh. Clay and Glass PR di-
rector William Hlowatzki told us
that the exhibitions are changed
up every season. Right now, there
are four exhibitions that will
be on display for the next few
months only.

Fourth, the gift shop offers a
spectacular array of handcrafted
glass and clay jewelry and other
giftware made by Canadian arti-
sans, many of them local to the
southern Ontario region.

Fifth — and this may seem too
good to be true — admission is
free. Yes, anyone can enjoy the
unique works in the Clay and
Glass any time it is open — and it’s
open six days a week, closed only
on Mondays.

I asked William how free ad-
mission could be possible, since
clearly this is a professionally
managed institution with staff,
acquisition budgets and operat-
ing costs. He pointed to the list
of donors — private people, cor-
porations, foundations and gov-
ernment bodies — that keep this
amazing institution afloat and
moving ahead.

According to the Canadian
Clay and Glass Gallery’s website,
the museum owes its existence
to Canadian ceramic artist Ruth

Gowdy McKinley, a founding
member of “Ceramics Canada.”
When she died in 1981, her col-
leagues in that organization began
to envision an art gallery honour-
ing her memory that would focus
on works created in clay, glass
and enamel. The plan quickly
moved forward; ground was bro-
ken in 1989 and the new gallery
opened in 1993. The building was
designed by Patricia Patkau of
Patkau Architects of Vancouver
and was honoured with a Gover-
nor General’s Award for design.
What makes that an even more
significant accomplishment is,
as William told us, the Clay and
Glass was Patkau’s first public
building.

In parallel with the construction
of the physical building was an
endowment campaign led by the
late Winifred Shantz and former
board chair Ann Roberts, herself
a ceramic artist of note and a pro-
fessor in the University of Water-
loo fine arts department.

Right now, there are four exhi-
bitions on display at the Clay and
Glass. The most extensive is the
utterly captivating “Fabled Clay,”
featuring the work of four artists:
Janet MacPherson of Hamilton,
Lindsay Montgomery of Toronto,
Amélie Proulx of Lévis, Que., and
Annette ten Cate of Grey County.
The shared focus of these wildly
diverse works is “story telling.”
Visitors will be enthralled by the
stories inherent in the works —and
will also be drawn into creating
their own stories as they contem-
plate ornate teapots embraced by
demons; a bear in bunny slippers;
or a beer-swilling, naked “Shep-
herdess.”

Nicely displayed in a smaller
gallery room is the exhibition,
“Frogs’ Return,” by Melanie
Barnett of Treaty 7 Territory in
Medicine Hat, Alta — a series of
complex, whimsical ceramic cre-
ations involving said amphibians.

“Weathered Rock,” a multi-fac-
eted, multi-media work by D’An-
drea Bowie of Whitchurch-High-
lands, Ont., occupies another
exhibition area. All three of these
exhibitions will continue through
mid-May. The fourth current
exhibit is “Material Syntax: 3D
Printed Masonry Fagade Sys-
tems,” a display by University of
Waterloo architecture students. It

closed March 27.

The latter is just one example of
how the gallery interacts with the
community. In 2025, the gallery
hosted 478 workshop sessions
attended by 14,514 people. That
is twice the number that attend-
ed workshops in 2024. Through
community outreach programs,
the gallery also staged 65 work-
shop sessions through the Region
of Waterloo, reaching 3,000 par-
ticipants.

I'm writing this feature because
we quickly realized that the Clay
and Glass Gallery offers a variety
of day-trip options. Would-be vis-
itors can investigate workshops,
offered at a reasonable fee (see
the website for details); or they
can simply visit the gallery at no
charge and spend as much time
as they would like exploring the
imaginations of these creative
artists.

And some added good news:
the gallery, located at 25 Caroline
St. N in Waterloo, is on the edge
of Waterloo Park, a perfect place
for strolling and picnicking (in
warmer weather, of course), and
is also a block away from Uptown
Waterloo. If good food is part of
your daytrip agenda, high-end
restaurants like Solé and Proof;
good pubs like Beertown and Mc-
Cabe’s Irish Pub; and many other
dining options are minutes away.

So, after a highly entertaining
visit, 1 happily recommend the
Canadian Clay and Glass Gallery
as a centrepiece for an intriguing
day out.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and past president
of the Travel Media Association
of Canada. To contact Paul about
travel, his books, or speaking
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.

"When There Were No Frogs,"
2025, by Melanie Barnett.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
"Hibernation Mode," 2025, by Annette ten Cate. ten Cate is one of four
artists whose works form the "Fabled Clay" exhibition. The work facing
the camera in the background is "Goat and cohort” by the same artist.

A view of the very spacious and welcoming exhibition area. In the fore-
ground, "Fish Monk," 2025, by Janet MacPherson.
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Kindness builds community
— a message from our new
director of community

engagement

AMANDA NELSON

Director of Community Engagement

1 was always the kid who was told I was
“too sensitive” or “too nice.” Even now,
people still tell me I should be more di-
rect, tougher, or “show them who’s boss,”
but that has never really been how I move
through the world.

Many readers know I began my career
as a nurse. Later, during the pandemic, I fi-
nally followed my dream and began taking
journalism courses through the University
of Toronto, hoping to become a writer in
some capacity one day. That leap changed
my life in ways I never expected.

I’ve always preferred a good book or a
small group of friends over loud parties or
big crowds. I love meeting people one-on-
one in little cafés across the region, learn-
ing who they are and where they’ve come
from.

Ten years ago, I might have thought that
kind of sensitivity was a weakness. But
writing for a local newspaper taught me
the opposite. It’s actually what allows me
to connect, to listen and to build relation-
ships — and those relationships don’t just
help me grow, they help our whole com-
munity grow too.

That’s why, when I was offered the op-
portunity to take on a new role at Grant
Haven Media, I felt genuinely excited. Not
only is it a position the company needs, it’s
one that feels as though it was made for
someone like me.

As the new director of community
engagement, I see my role as a bridge

between our company, our communities,
our supporters and, most importantly, you
— the readers. It’s a chance to help shape
how Grant Haven Media is seen across
southwestern Ontario, and to make sure
local voices are heard, valued and reflect-
ed in the stories we tell.

Through this journey, I’ve learned a few
things: I love writing, I love my commu-
nity and, yes, I really do love my job (I’ve
also been told I use the words “I love” far
too often — guilty as charged).

What makes this even more meaningful
is finding a workplace filled with people
who feel a little like me. The kind ones.
The observant ones. The people who might
once have been labelled too soft, too eager,
or too sensitive. Somehow, in this compa-
ny of writers and storytellers, I found a
kind of family — people who notice things,
care deeply and believe in lifting others up
rather than pushing them down.

We don’t have to bully our way to the
top. We don’t have to be the loudest voice
in the room to matter. Sometimes simply
showing up as you are — kind, thoughtful,
curious and sincere — is enough to move
you exactly where you’re meant to be.

I’'m finally realizing that being the sen-
sitive, friendly woman who loves people
and stories might not just be okay — it
might be exactly what is helping shape the
world we need.

If you have a community event coming
up, a story to share, or just want to say hel-
lo, I’d love to hear from you. Please email
me at amandajanewriter@gmail.com.

system

Dear Editor,

The application for a water-taking per-
mit that has been filed by the owner of
the Wilmot’s Hallman Pit is one more as-
sault on Waterloo Region's already belea-
guered water system. It is especially con-
cerning when, just recently, the decision
was made to divert water from wells in
Wilmot to the Mannheim treatment plant.

Water is not an unlimited resource,
especially in Waterloo Region, where
groundwater is the main source for our
needs. The Hallman Pit does not have a
separate source for the water it wants to
use. Adding another straw to the glass
will only use up the water faster.

The decision to grant the water-tak-
ing permit rests with the province. The
province is aware of the region’s water

LETTERTO THE EDITOR:

Water-permit application
another assault on beleaguered

situation but does not seem to be taking
it seriously. Recently, MPP and Natural
Resources Minister Mike Harris said,
“Housing development should not be
slowed by the water-supply crisis in the
region.” That kind of remark shows a
total lack of appreciation for the need to
thoroughly address the long-term sus-
tainability of our water resources before
committing to housing developments and
granting water-taking permits.

Failing to do that is shortsighted and
will cause untold suffering in the future
because of a lack of sufficient water.

Dorothy Wilson,
New Hamburg

SHOW US YOUR WILMOT

(PHOTO COURTESY OF SHOW US YOUR WILMOT)
Debbie Sangster-Linseman shared this photo of a beautiful, frosty morning sunrise
to the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook page.
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Serving
Ontario
Agricul ture
since 1966!

B-W FEED & SUPPLY

BEYOND NUTRITION “w,
WWW .BWFEED.CA e 519-662-1773

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - FEBRUARY/MARCH 2026

Family owned
&
Operated

TUESDAY, MARCH 3

Tree Trust at the New Hamburg Arboretum
10 a.m.

Contact information: afleming@reepgreen.ca
(reepgreen.ca/events)

New Hamburg Arboretum

470 Waterloo St, New Hamburg

Perth East council meeting
7 p-m.

Council chambers

25 Mill Street East, Milverton

Ostomy Support Group Meeting

7 p-m.

Speakers — Jamie Church and Colleen
McConnell from Best Buy Medical.

They will inform us of their services for
ostomates. Social time and snacks. Everyone
welcome.

(519)273-432793 Morgan St., Stratford

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4

East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
9a.m.

Council Chambers

89 Loveys Street East, Hickson

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

2 p.m.

Service prepared by WDP committee of
Nigeria "I will give your rest: come"
Hillcrest Mennonite Church,

1056 Huron St. New Hamburg

SATURDAY, MARCH 7

Optimist Club of Petersburg Bottle Drive
9:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

Also accepting food bank donations.

1239 Notre Dame Drive Petersburg

TUESDAY, MARCH 10

Wellesley Council meeting
6:45p.m.

Council chambers

4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18

Community Care Concepts Lunch and
Fellowship

12 p.m.

Please register by Mar 13 by calling 519-664-
1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.

Wilmot Recreation Complex,

1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

SATURDAY, MARCH 21

Oxford Philatelic Society OXPEX & OTEX
2026 Stamp Show

9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Free admission and parking.

Framed and Judged exhibits, Stamp dealers,
youth gift bags, Sales Circuit, draw prizes.
Contact: dhfe@silomail.com

Web: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford

St. Mary's Catholic High School,

431 Juliana Drive, Woodstock

MONDAY, MARCH 23

Wilmot Council meeting
7-10 p.m.

Council chambers

60 Snyder’s Road W, Baden

TUESDAY, MARCH 24

"LIFE WORTH LIVING"

7 p-m.

The one-hour film was produced by
Woodstock native, Alex Schadenberg,
Executive Director of Euthanasia Prevention
Coalition and will be followed by a Q & A
session with Alex. Admission is free. For
more information, please email info@
oxfordcountyrighttolife.com

Woodstock Polish Hall,

878 Dufferin Street, Woodstock

Community Care Concepts Lunch and
Fellowship

12 p.m.

Please register by Mar 20 by calling 519-664-
1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.

Linwood Community Centre,

5279 Ament Line, Linwood

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25 CON'T

Community Solar Forum

6:30 -9 p.m.

A collaborative discussion featuring local
stakeholders & experts. Free admission.
Wilmot Recreation Complex,

1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

SATURDAY, MARCH 28

The Nith Valley EcoBoosters are hosting
another Repair Café

9:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

Skilled volunteer fixers will be on hand for
mechanical, woodworking, sewing, mending,
knitting, crocheting, jewelry and book repairs.
Contact us at: nvebrepaircafe@gmail.com or
check out www.nvecoboosters.com

Zion United Church,

215 Peel St., New Hamburg

MORNING & EVENING BIBLE READING

Read the Bible in a Year in Community
Morning meeting 6:00 a.m. daily
Evening meeting 6:00 p.m. daily

Contact Arthur Rosh if interested.

Phone number: 226-899-1551

Email address: arthur.rosh@gmail.com
Location to be determined in New Hamburg,
Tavistock, Baden, Wellesley, New Dundee, St.
Agatha, Shakespeare, Petersburg, Hickson,
Punkeydoodle’s Corner and area

EVERY WEDNESDAY

TOPS - Taking off Pounds Sensibly
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.

TOPS is a non-judgmental weight loss
support group. Need help on your weight loss
journey. For info call Cathie 519-662-9273.

St James Church, Baden

Wednesday Night Euchre at the New
Hamburg Legion

Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

65 Boulee St., New Hamburg

3RD THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH

TAVISTOCK MENS CLUB MEETINGS
Dinner at 6.15

No meetings in July and August
Welcome to attend. Phone: 519-655-3573
Website: tavistockmensclub.ca

78 Woodstock St N

STAMP CLUB

Oxford Philatelic Society

Meetings: 2nd Tuesday (2-4 p.m.) and 4th
Tuesday (7 to 9 p.m.)

September to May

If you have never belonged to a stamp club,
now’s the time. Meet new friends, grow your
knowledge and collection.

Contact: Don Eaton dhfe@silomail.com
Website: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford
Church of the Epiphany

560 Dundas Street, Woodstock Ontario N4S 1C7

FREE SENIORS ACTIVITIES

Tavistock Seniors Activities @ Tavistock
Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St. Tavistock ON,
except Shuffleboard

Pickleball Monday, Wednesday and Friday
afternoon, 12-4 p.m. Contact: Don Junker
519-535-7052

Cards Monday , Wednesday afternoon 1-4
p.m., euchre, crib (bring board), etc. Just drop
in to play, good to bring someone . Contact:
Bob Routly 519-301-2118

Inside walking Monday & Wednesday morn-
ing 8.30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Contact: Larry Brown
519-240-6715

Crokinole Monday , Wednesday morning
8.30 a.m. - 12 p.m., Just drop in to play, good
to bring someone. Contact: John Schultz
519-655-2346

Shuffleboard @ arena, Wednesday 12:30-4
and Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Contact: Don
Junker 519-535-7052.

VON Smart Seniors Exercise, Tuesday and
Thursday morning 9 - 10 a.m.; Village Manor
10:25 - 11:25 a.m. Contact: 519-539-1231 X 6285

The

Gazette

Wilmot-Tavistock

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: thewtgazette@gmail.com

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

¢ The Community Calendar allows non-profit organizations to promote their free admission
community events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location
as well as contact information (ie phone number, email address or website).
¢ If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, The
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette offers the following options for promoting your community events:
o Coming Events Word Ad (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
o Coming Events Boxed Word Ad (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
o Display Ad - Sizes begin at a Small Classified Display ad (3.3" x 2.5") - $35 + hst

SUBSCRIBE TO THE GAZETTE TO HAVE IT DELIVERED IN YOUR MAIL!
The cost is $75.00 for a year.

Payment can be made by: Cheque mailed to PO Box 2310, St Marys ON N4X 1A2
OR dropped off at D&D Homestyle Cuisine & Café, 8 Woodstock St N, Tavistock
OR call 519-655-2341 with credit card details OR e-transfer granthavenmedia@gmail.com




m Thursday, February 26, 2026 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CLASSIFIED ADS

1. Russia & Belarus 7. Animals

2. True 8. Abag of money,
FOR SALE ; hen that lays
Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears, 3. Golden Hawk d &
peaches, plums, sweet and sour cherries, apricots, 4. SirIsaac Newton golden eggs, & a
nectarines, blueberries, haskapp grapes, raspberries, : magical harp
elderberries etc. Lots of spruce, pine, cedars for wind- 5. Baron Pierre de 9. 1980
break and privacy hedges. Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers Coubertin )
ready to go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon- . 10. United States
Sat 7:00am to 6:00pm 6. The sartorius
Martin’s Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON muscle

NOG 2X0 (1 Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line)
FOR SALE

Winemaking equipment, carboys, corker, siphons,
thermometers, and other equipment. Also, have female
speed skates size 39 (new) for sale. Call Irma Neff at 1
519 595 7258

WANTED

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola,
Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
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Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches .C.hair of Leadership and .
and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD CONTACT: Training, New Hamburg Legion
etc. Any old oil cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc )

Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out HEATHER DUNBAR AT 226.261.1837 OR We want to thank you

stuff please contact me - 519-570-6920. HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM

GRANT
HAVEN
MEDIA

Residents in our communities
trust our newspapers to provide
local news and information, let
me help you connect to our
readers with your local business.

for the great ad!

We had 70 people show up,
almost capacity! The seminar was
great. Dave Clark, our WRPS
officer, knew his stuff! Took us
through lots of issues and
examples; plus he answered
many great questions.
Thank you! This has hopefully
helped a lot of people avoid the
devastation of fraud.”

To advertise with us, contact
Heather Dunbar at 226.261.1837
or heather@granthaven.com

heather@granthaven.com WZ{W{xRBkt:xy/

St. Marys Independent The Paris Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette STRATFORDHIIE ~ Woodstock ingersollEch) - Goderich Sun cDa Ii b
Filloouliasy MO8F SIMCOFIADVOCATE RORTOWSFARMS EEVNWFARMS NmenawFARMS JIMDY =i )’ g

.

t Saving Time
SPRING FORWARD SUNDAY, MARCH 8

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

ASSISTANCE AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE CABINETRY

- I SINS
TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM = MW1 COLLISION CENTRES . %’
‘ . o R/ CSN-E&L  Ryan Pacey 71 \ikes -
Pt Assistance for peogle & fam!lles in Ly e e T S ] 374 Hamiton Road, N!anag-er _ SELECTIVE
i Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson . gwt ;4\‘~3’\/iez";/(gamb“r9v;-_519:62b1892|_k SABINETS
FUII Se rvice I a@lienenca Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,
519-655-3500 : 24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276) Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers
tapisforyou@outlook.com Maintenance & Mike Foster  519-655-2874
NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS Repa"' on All To book your space
M ak es & M 0 d el S call Heather Dunbar www.selectivecustomcabinets.com
TAPISFORYOU.COM 272 Snyder's Road, Baden at 226.261.1837 or e-mail: selective @ sympatico.ca
matt@badenauto.ca heather@granthaven.com 380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

| TO BOOK YOUR SPACE, EMAIL THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —

CHIROPRACTIC DENTAL EXCAVATING

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome
296 Ontario St. Stratford
519-273-4404

COMPUTERS

73 PEELST, FLLNG
NEW HAMBURG m“‘&“\m\mm\
5196626720 |y qyggR MUSICH
JECESSORIES!
VIRUS REMOVAL

ON SITE AND IN-STORE SERVIGE

Fncus COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION
ﬂgcore Brian Stere

519-276-1851
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca « hstere@agcore.ca

RESIDENTIAL
AGRICULTURAL

COMMERCIAL

- New Buildings

and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

COUNSELLING

( *,z- ¢ Sacial Worksr | Paychothe raphs
A e ™y

|CARPENTRY |

SIS, RS

U _,.'. 34 Haron R, Wilisor O %08 5680
WENDY LANTE

Therapy L SERSR0-0088
B wjlantao rgers.com

+ Individuals e
& Couples 0 haepsy swendylante.ca

DENTAL

Tavistock/Dental

DR. KWON KIM

Offering V. Sedation,
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth
Replacement and Root Canal

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N.,
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO
Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca
tavistockdental.ca

STEN,
R %,
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GET NOTICED >
S

PROMOTE
YOUR
BUSINESS
HERE

\/\’ilmot Smiles

- Where omdes ove conbagious!
NEW HAMBURG, ONTARIO
SERVICES (all ages welcome): dental
cleaning & polishing (stain removal),
teeth whitening, custom sport
mouthguards, oral cancer screening,

denture cleanings & more!
ONLINE BOOKING @ www.wilmotsmiles.ca
226-880-1648 lisa@wilmotsmiles.ca

CONTRACTORS
ENTWISTL

I CONCRETE & [
DRIVEWAYS | PATIOS | WALK

STEPS | RETAINING WALLS
« EXPOSED AGGREGATE
01-5260
ail_.com

CUSTOM CONCRETE LT

Foundations  Floors ¢ Driveways ¢ Sidewalks
Jon Willsey 519-778-2616 Tavistock, ON

jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com
www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

e

DB

ADDITIONS * RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS
DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON 519-655-2825

Jw> JON WITZEL

CONTRACTING LTD.

> Residential e Commercial
Agricultural * jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

PO. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

ELECTRICAL

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar,
Automation Control and EV Charging

G Crescent Ridge

163 Hope St. W. Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
P.O. Box 495 Local: 519-655-6802
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO Email:info@crescentridge.ca

MO GK

ELECTRIC

BRADIN MoGK
(519) 535-4767 / mogkelectric@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  AGRICULTURAL

JEL=JOE
HAULAGE

EXCAVATING SERVICES l'i o Like us an
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator Facebook
Randy Fletcher 519-272-3641

HEALTH SERVICES

% REBAL ANCE

o Health and Wellness Inc.
° FEATURNG
[ ] Manual Osteopath
[ Registered Psychotherapist
) 519-545-2442
o 148 Peel St, Unit 10 New Hamburg, ON

@ info@RebalanceHealthandWellnessinc.com
o www.RebalanceHealthandWellnessinc.com

To book your space call

Heather Dunbar
at 226.261.1837 or
heather@granthaven.com

INVESTMENTS
Hvest for 1

Income

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
WEALTH MANAGEMENT TEAM

) _.f"‘

Jack Tchabushnig
Associate Investment Advisor

[3E] Tehabushnig Wealth Group RAYMOND JAMES®

519.883.6066 - Twealth@raymondjames.ca
Twealthgroup.com

Monteith Ritsma Phillips

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
519-655-2900

www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

To advertise, contact
Heather Dunbar at 226.261.1837 or

LANDSCAPING

heather@granthaven.com

WE DESIGN & BUILD LANDSCAPES
Koo Uwais

PAVESTONE
PLU LIMITED %%

WWW.PAVESTONE.CA

REAL ESTATE

ALISON WII

X I
0 i

i/}
@ REALTIME® <lr
2] ¥
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28

RE/MAX

Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2

SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative

mseby @rogers.com « www.remaxabrealty.ca

a-b REALTY LTD
BROKERAGE

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

PEAK

REALTY L
BRODKERAIBDE

Wbl T lw by W EI0T SHibn b e Gl P06

Direct 519-275-3900
Office: 519-747-0231

peakrealtyltdcom willseyrealestate.com  willseyalison@gmail.com

Cell: 519-272-7676

m Independently
e Owned & Operated

Res: 519-655-2548
Office: 519-273-2821 =

MASSAGE

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

jﬁ. | KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
1 24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

* Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder

* Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being

* Massage Therapy ¢ Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

PLUMBING

McKay Plumbing

Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay
Owner/Operator

63 Hope St. W.

Box 899, Tavistock
NOB 2R0

markmckay@rogers.com

519-301-1097

REAL ESTATE

THINKING OF
MAKING A
MOVE?

KATE GINGERICH
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

e kate@paulandkatekw.com
e 226-789-3846

PAUL & KATE

Jow INNRTION

STORAGE
STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 ¢ Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX

Portable Storage Containers
Sizes 8'x12’ to 8'x24’
Store at your place or ours.
Phone 519-625-8510

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E,
St. Marys ¢ 519-284-2332
210 Mill St, New Hamburg ¢ 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

WINDOW CLEANING
SOGUEEKS

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

JARED GOWAN | HEATHER GOWAN
919-854-5254

aredsqueeks @live.ca  www.squeeksclean.com

BROKER

Brian Wilhelm
cu 519-272-34650E

brian@brianwilhelm:com

a-b REALTY LTD.
BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

Kyle Wilhelm

e 519-574-7244

kyle@brianwilhelm.com

SALES REP
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PREMIUM QUALITY | INCREDIBLE VALUE | UNMATCHED SERVICE
Delivering Locally Made Pet Food Since 1994.

PET FOOD

TLCPETFOOD.COM 519-:662-9500

100% CANADIAN Delivered Fresh.
. $OWNED AND MADE. ®'®'® Delivered Free.




