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Riley and Charlie get a hands-on lesson in river safety at the Grand River Conservation Authority booth during Riverfest in downtown Paris on Aug. 29.
Environmental interpreter Kaitlyn Taylor guided youngsters through an interactive display designed to teach them about the importance of staying safe
around rivers and dams.

Downtown Paris Promenade wraps up summer of
events with Riverfest
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What began as a way to make the most of a
necessary downtown road closure turned into
a summer-long experiment in transforming the
heart of Paris into a pedestrian gathering place.

The Downtown Paris Promenade opened

in early July along a closed section of Grand
River Street North, offering residents and visi-
tors a car-free space filled with seating, games,
entertainment and community programming
throughout the summer.

The County of Brant Economic Development
and Tourism team said the idea grew directly out
of the ongoing Downtown Dig reconstruction

project.

“As part of the construction on Grand River
Street North, this section of the street had to be
closed. With the street closure this created an
opportunity to program this space and help at-
tract both residents and visitors downtown,” the
team said in an email to the Paris Independent.

That opportunity ultimately produced nearly
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The $43,000 promenade brought music, markets and

family activities downtown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

two months of activities designed to give
people another reason to visit downtown
Paris, linger a little longer and support
businesses navigating the disruption of a
major reconstruction project.

Programming included the Downtown
Paris Art Crawl, street markets featuring
local artisans, a movie night and vintage
market, along with recurring weekly ac-
tivities. Music Mondays brought perform-
ers Brandon Dean, Liam McGarry, Lisa
Warren, Onion Honey, Michael Bryan,
Daelin Henschel and Chaz & Todd to the
promenade over the summer. Wellness
Wednesdays featured Zumba and yoga,
while Urban Cowboy brought line dancing
downtown on Thursdays.

The summer's largest celebration arrived
this weekend with Riverfest, which took
advantage of ideal late-August weather for
two days of festivities.

The second annual Block Party kicked
things off Friday evening with live music
throughout the night and a beer garden
hosted by Paris Beer Co. Michael Bryan
and Ty Baynton entertained the crowd,
along with Pynx Prodcution DJ and a spe-
cial appearance from Core Dance Project.

Activities continued Saturday with a full
day of family-friendly entertainment. Vis-
itors could try their hand at cornhole and
ping pong, take part in arts and crafts and
face painting, listen to live music from Ben
Sommer, Florin Clonta, and Michael Bry-
an or enjoy the bouncy castle and other ac-
tivities spread throughout the promenade.
The Grand River Conservation Authority
and GrandBridge Energy were also among
those offering interactive games and activ-
ities at their booths.

Riverfest served as the final major week-
end celebration on the promenade, but pro-
gramming isn't quite finished.

The promenade itself will remain in
place for another two weeks before being
dismantled Sept. 14 to allow outstanding
work associated with Phase 1 of the Down-
town Dig to proceed.

“The Promenade is scheduled to be dis-
sembled on September 14th. Our goal is
to keep it in place as long as possible for
patrons to enjoy with good weather, while
also not impeding the construction sched-
ule, as final elements in Phase 1 still re-
quire completion,” the Economic Develop-

(CASANDRA TURNBULL PHOTO)

Felix Probst tries his luck at Plinko at the
GrandBridge Energy booth at Riverfest.
GrandBridge Energy was one of several
Downtown Paris Promenade sponsors this
summer.

ment and Tourism team said.

While conceived as a response to con-
struction, the promenade also gave the
County an opportunity to see how resi-
dents, visitors and businesses would re-
spond to a pedestrian-focused downtown
space.

According to the County, the response
has included calls to make the concept an
annual attraction.

“We have heard from many residents and
visitors who appreciated the opportunity
to enjoy a pedestrian-friendly downtown
environment, participate in community
programming, attend special events, and
spend time in public gathering spaces,” the
team said. “Many have expressed that the
promenade created a vibrant atmosphere
and encouraged people to spend more time
exploring downtown. The comment we
have heard most from visitors is "can this
be every year in Downtown Paris?"”

Downtown businesses also became part
of the programming, with the County point-
ing to special events and markets hosted by
businesses including the Rustic Palm, Le
Petite Marche and Big Cityyy Arts.

Whether the promenade will return, how-
ever, remains an open question.

The County considers this year's initia-
tive something of a pilot and plans to re-
view feedback from businesses, residents,
visitors, community partners and staff be-
fore deciding whether similar downtown
activations could be considered in the fu-
ture. Any decision would have to consider
factors ranging from community support
and impacts on businesses to traffic, staff-
ing, funding and operational feasibility.

The experiment came with a price tag of
approximately $43,000, funded through a
combination of County money, sponsor-
ships and provincial support.

The County contributed $15,000 through
its capital budget, money intended to sup-
port businesses during the Downtown Dig.
Another $13,000 came from sponsorships,
while $15,000 was provided through On-
tario's Rural Economic Development Pro-
gram. Riverfest also received a separate
grant through Experience Ontario.

Community organizations and sponsors
also provided financial and in-kind sup-
port, programming assistance and volun-
teers. Some of the physical investments
made for the promenade won't disappear
when the street reopens either, with pic-

(COUNTY OF BRANT PHOTO)

Downtown Paris glows under strings of
LED lights as crowds gather for the second
annual Block Party on Aug. 28. The Friday
night Riverfest celebration featured live
music, dancing and a beer garden hosted
by Paris Beer Co. along the Downtown Paris
Promenade.

nic tables, recreational equipment and the
tourism chair among the items that will be
repurposed for County use.

For now, the County says it is too early
to determine whether Paris will see another
promenade next summer. But after a sea-
son of music, markets, dancing, recreation
and community events, the response to this
year's temporary transformation will be-
come part of that discussion.

“The County views community partner-
ships as an important part of delivering ini-
tiatives such as the promenade, helping to
maximize the experience for residents and
visitors while leveraging support from lo-
cal organizations and businesses,” the team
said.

(COUNTY OF BRANT PHOTO)

Dancers take over Grand River Street
North during the second annual Block
Party, which kicked off Riverfest festivities
in downtown Paris on Aug. 28. The Friday
night celebration brought the Downtown
Paris Promenade to life with live music,
dancing and a beer garden.

(CASANDRA TURNBULL PHOTO)
The Paris Horticultural Society and Museum
hosted historical tours through downtown.
Pictured are Tina Lyon (right) and Karin
Terry (left).

(CASANDRA TURNBULL PHOTO)

Ben Sommers entertains Saturday morning
at Riverfest downtown Paris.
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Thrift for Charity turns second-hand treasures into
support for Nova Vita

RUBYYY JONES

Cultural Correspondent

Paris has a reputation for caring deeply
about its community, and local residents
are continually finding creative ways to
bring people together while supporting
causes. Paris mom and community facili-
tator Shar O’Neill is doing just that with
Thrift for Charity, a fun indoor event that
combines the thrill of thrifting with fund-
raising for charity.

The concept came to her in 2005, when
she explored the idea of opening a shop out

From left, volunteer Barb Perilli and
organizer Sharlene O’Neill are pictured
during the Vintage Market downtown Paris
this summer.

Re-elect John Bell in Ward 3

johnbellward3cob@gmail.com

of her heritage home, after having found
some treasures that had been left behind
when she moved in. Rather than keeping
the proceeds for herself, Shar considered
how great it would be to benefit local char-
ities.

In 2022, Shar created a Facebook group
that functioned much like an online mar-
ketplace, allowing people to buy and sell
items while directing the proceeds to a
charity of either the buyer’s or seller’s
choice. She followed that up with her first
pop up event at the Paris Vintage Fest in
August of 2026. In just a few short hours,
before the rain cancelled the event, she
raised over $300 to donate to four differ-
ent charities: Nova Vita Domestic Violence
Prevention Services, Sexual Assault Cen-
tre of Brant, Salvation Army, (who oper-
ates the Paris Food Bank) and Northern
Rescue, an organization that helps animals
escape the wildfires in Northern Ontario.

“] am also passionate about thrifting, be-
cause it's a win-win-win: people find items
they need or want at great prices, items are
kept out of landfills, and those wanting to
clear their space can do so knowing their
items will continue to be appreciated,”
Shar explained. “Adding the charity el-
ement is a fourth WIN, and I've been in-
spired by many wonderful people in my
community over the years.

I intend to continue doing this type of
work in my "spare time" as a working sin-
gle mom. I love the opportunity to meet
people face to face and share my excite-
ment for the project!”

On Saturday, Sept. 12, Thrift for Char-
ity will host its first indoor event at St.

« I'm John Bell and I've served as Councillor for Ward 3 since 2018.
I'm running for re-election in this year’s election.

, If you re-elect me you will get:

- 8 years of experience, knowledge and proven leadership as your

Councillor

« Continuity, commitment and transparency
- Informed and active challenge in Council
- Ongoing support for and representation of Ward 3

% | remain upbeat about the future of Paris and the County - the
last 2 Councils have laid a firm foundation for a successful future,
one that will deliver on the agreed vision for the County i.e.“To be a
charming, prosperous and inclusive community. A place to live,

work and play”

/ But delivering it will require continued hard work, the
acceptance of a degree of disruption as we upgrade infrastructure
and manage growing pains, and a recognition of the changing
demographics and expectations of our community.

* Authorized by the campaign Re-elect John Bell in Ward 3.

Re-elect John BELL in Ward 3

Paul’s United Church in downtown Paris
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Nova Vita Domes-
tic Violence Prevention Services has been
selected as the event’s sole beneficiary,
with proceeds from all sales and donations
collected at the door going directly to the
organization.

Shar shared why she chose Nova Vita.
“Intimate partner violence (IPV) rates sad-
ly keep increasing at alarming rates, and as
someone who has personally been affect-
ed, I feel passionate about the cause.”

Visitors to Thrift for Charity on Sept. 12
can expect a lively, relaxed atmosphere

johnbellward3.com

while browsing clothing, home décor, vin-
tage finds and other second-hand treasures
— all at affordable prices and tax-free.

An on-site café will offer goodies for
purchase, along with a cozy space where
visitors can play games, read a book or
simply enjoy the community atmosphere.

Admission is free, but visitors are en-
couraged to make a donation to Nova Vita
at the door or bring a non-perishable food
item for St. Paul’s United Church’s food
collection. Shoppers are also encouraged
to bring a reusable bag to carry home their
finds.

519-209-2277
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Afro CariBrant Festival brings “Heritage in Motion” to
Paris this September

MEDIA RELEASE

The two-day award-winning cultural fes-
tival returns with performances, food, film,
history and community celebration

Paris, the "Prettiest Little Town in Can-
ada", will come alive with music, dance,
food, film and cultural expression when
the Afro-CariBrant Festival returns to Paris
Lions Park this weekend from September
5-6.

Presented by Darmont GivesBack, the
free community festival will celebrate Af-
rican, Caribbean and Black cultures under
the theme “Heritage in Motion.” The theme
recognizes that heritage is not confined to
the past. It continues to evolve through mu-
sic, food, fashion, storytelling, migration,
innovation and experiences shared across
generations.

In recognition of the festival and its con-
tribution to the community, Brant County
Council will issue a proclamation declaring
September 5-6, 2026, as Afro-CariBrant
Weekend.

It all begins with a flag-raising ceremony
at 1 p.m. on Saturday at Council Cham-
bers. Community members are invited to
attend this civic recognition event before
festival activities kick off at Lions Park.

Now entering its fourth year, Af-
ro-CariBrant has grown from a single-day
gathering into a two-day cultural destina-
tion. The festival welcomes residents and
visitors of all backgrounds to experience
the diversity of African, Caribbean and
Black communities while strengthening
connection, understanding and belonging
throughout Paris, the County of Brant and
neighbouring communities.

This year’s expanded program will fea-
ture live music, dance and cultural perfor-
mances, the

Afro-CariBrant Festival parade, the tra-
ditional Culinary Village, a Cultural Mar-
ketplace, family and youth activities, ed-
ucational programming and opportunities
for community organizations to connect
with festivalgoers.

A major educational feature will be an
African History Exhibition curated by the

Canadian Multicultural Inventors Museum
(CMIM). The exhibition will introduce vis-
itors to the achievements, innovations and
historical contributions of people of Afri-
can descent. Through engaging displays
and stories, it will provide festivalgoers of
all ages with an opportunity to learn about
individuals and accomplishments that have
often received limited recognition in con-
ventional historical narratives.

Food will remain an important part of the
festival experience. Attendees will be able
to explore dishes and flavours representing
different African and Caribbean culinary
traditions. The expanded Culinary Village
will also provide participating food ven-
dors and food truck operators with a plat-
form to introduce their businesses to new
audiences

The Cultural Marketplace will bring to-
gether artisans, retailers, designers and
entrepreneurs offering clothing, artwork,
accessories, personal care products and
other culturally inspired goods. By creat-
ing space for small and culturally diverse
businesses, the festival supports entrepre-
neurship while offering visitors a lively
and distinctive shopping experience.

Another significant addition for 2026
will be the Afro-CariBrant Festival Film
Series, with the support of the National
Films Board, presenting short films that
highlight African, Caribbean and Black
stories connected to Canada. The film pro-
gram will complement the festival’s live
activities by creating space for reflection,
learning and storytelling through cinema.

Children, youth and families will also
find dedicated activities throughout the
weekend. The youth and family area will
make cultural learning engaging and ac-
cessible through interactive experiences,
creative activities and age-appropriate en-
tertainment.

Afro-CariBrant began in 2023 as a
grassroots initiative to increase cultural
representation and create a welcoming
space where communities could celebrate
together. Since then, the festival has con-
tinued to build relationships with artists,
businesses, volunteers, cultural organiza-
tions, community partners and public in-

Weekend Quiz

By Jake Grant

1. What bird is a universal symbol of
peace?

2. Who invented the airplane?

3. Which body part has the most
bones?

4. What is the square root of 497

How many legs does a crab
have?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 18

6. What three colors are on Estonia’s
flag?

7.  Which gas do plants absorb from
the atmosphere?

8. Who wrote the adventures of Tom
Sawyer?

9. What are the five stages of grief?

10. Who sings the 1998 song Closing

Time?

stitutions.

The festival’s growing contribution to
the community has received regional rec-
ognition.

Afro-CariBrant received the County of
Brant’s 2025 Good Times in Brant Award
and was a finalist in the Partnership and
Collaboration Award category at the 2025
Hamilton Halton Brant Regional Tourism
Awards.

Organizers view the festival as more
than a weekend of entertainment. It is also
an opportunity to promote cultural under-
standing, support local and diverse busi-
nesses, provide artists with a public plat-
form and encourage visitors to experience
Paris and the wider County of Brant.

The 2026 theme, “Heritage in Motion,”
will be reflected throughout the weekend’s
performances, food, films, historical dis-
plays, visual arts and community activ-
ities. It invites attendees to consider how
cultural traditions are preserved, adapted
and carried forward, particularly by young-
er generations and families building new
lives in Canada.

These expansions required support. The
festival acknowledges the Government of
Canada, the Ontario Cultural Attraction
Fund (OCAF), and the Brant Community
Foundation for their early backing. Plati-
num, Gold and Bronze tier sponsors have
committed resources. Vendors and food
businesses have committed their time and

The Afro-CariBrant Festival received a Good
Times in Brant Award during the 2025 Salute
to Brant Businesses in September 2025.

products. Performers have committed their
artistry. Each contribution matters. But
they're all answering a call that volunteers
made possible. They built the platform.
They created the space. They're the reason
this festival exists.

Admission is free, and residents and vis-
itors of all backgrounds are welcome. For
festival announcements, program updates
and participation information, visit www.
afrocaribrantfestival.org or follow the Af-
ro-CariBrant Festival on social media.
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EDITORIAL

Election Q&A puts voters’ questions directly to candidates

CASANDRA TURNBULL
Managing Editor

Over the past several weeks, we have
encouraged County of Brant residents to
do two things: participate in the municipal
election and become informed before cast-
ing their ballots.

Now, it is time for the candidates to enter
the conversation.

Beginning Sept. 9, The Paris Indepen-
dent will publish a weekly Municipal Elec-
tion Candidate Q&A series, starting with
the candidates for mayor and continuing
ward by ward through Oct. 14.

The schedule is:

*  Sept. 9— Mayoral candidates

* Sept. 16 — Ward 1

e Sept. 23 — Ward 2

e Sept.30 — Ward 3

* Oct.7—Ward 4

*  Oct.14 — Ward 5

All of the questions candidates will re-
ceive came directly from you, our readers.
That was the point of this exercise from the
beginning.

As we wrote when we first invited sub-
missions, voting is only one part of partic-
ipating in democracy. An informed voter is
an engaged voter, and engagement begins
by asking questions, understanding where
candidates stand and determining whose

priorities most closely reflect your own.

Municipal politics matters. The decisions
made around the council table can have a
direct and immediate impact on your ev-
eryday life, from the roads you travel and
the services you rely on to how your com-
munity grows, how tax dollars are spent
and what kind of community we leave for
the next generation.

Those decisions can influence your qual-
ity of life and the pride you take in the
place you call home.

That's why we wanted to give readers
an opportunity to directly engage with the
people asking for their vote.

The questions have now been compiled,
and the same core questions will be pro-
vided to candidates in every ward. May-
oral candidates will also receive addition-
al questions specific to the role of mayor.
This will give readers an opportunity to
compare candidates' positions on common
issues and, we hope, better understand how
each would approach the job.

Our role is to provide the platform, not
influence the answers.

Candidates will be given ample time to
respond and the same rules will apply to
everyone. Responses are limited to 150
words per question, must address the ques-
tion being asked and must remain respect-
ful and professional. Personal attacks or

disparaging comments about other candi-
dates, members of council or individuals
will not be published.

Simply put: keep it clean.

Elections can inspire passionate debate,
and disagreement is an important part of
democracy. But The Paris Independent will
not become a vessel for personal attacks or
negativity. Tell voters what you believe,
what you would do differently and, most
importantly, why.

We will make every effort to contact ev-
ery confirmed candidate using the contact
information available through the County
of Brant. If a candidate does not respond
by the established deadline, we will send
one reminder. If we still do not receive a
response, we will indicate in our coverage
that the candidate did not respond by the
deadline.

That is the extent of our involvement.

It is ultimately each candidate's respon-
sibility to monitor their email, meet the
deadline and decide whether they want to
participate in this opportunity to speak di-
rectly to voters.

Whenever possible, responses that meet
our guidelines will be published as sub-
mitted, allowing candidates to communi-
cate their ideas and priorities in their own
words. The same word limits, deadlines
and editorial standards will apply consis-

tently to everyone.

And while the questions for our Q&A
series have now been selected, and mayor-
al candidates have already received theirs,
that doesn't mean voters should stop asking
questions.

If there is something you want to know
that isn't addressed in our coverage, reach
out to the candidates directly. Their con-
tact information is available through the
County of Brant's election page. Attend an
all-candidates night when those events are
announced. Ask questions. Listen to the
answers. Challenge ideas respectfully. Pay
attention. Engage.

Our goal with this series isn't simply to
fill newspaper pages between now and
election day. It's to help create a more in-
formed electorate and, ultimately, encour-
age more people to vote.

We said it when we launched this initia-
tive and it remains true today: democracy
works best when citizens are informed and
involved. Elections should be about ideas,
priorities and solutions. It sets the ground-
work for the decision that will be made
around the table for the next four years.

Over the next several weeks, candidates
will have their opportunity to speak. Read
what they have to say. Compare their an-
swers. Ask your own questions.

Then vote.

Letter to the Editor

What Kind of Mayor Do We Need?

Brant County residents will
elect a new Mayor on October
26th, raising two key questions:
Does the candidate have the
knowledge and skills to become
an effective Mayor, and what is
their position on the main chal-
lenges we face?

Six candidates are vying for
your vote, and each will claim
they are best suited for the May-
or’s job. Some candidates will
say Council needs more transpar-
ency or better communication,
stronger financial management,
a safer community, or improved
services. All of that sounds good,
but what do those vague promis-
es really mean?

Each Mayoral candidate should
publish an election platform that
identifies the major challeng-
es and opportunities facing the
community and provides tangi-
ble solutions with corresponding
financial impacts. That is what
candidates in federal and provin-

cial elections provide; why not in
municipal elections?

Our Mayor has special powers
to override Council decisions,
powers the province gives them.
They can have increased author-
ity over municipal budgets, the
hiring/firing of senior staff, and
the ability to veto certain bylaws
that conflict with provincial pri-
orities. These legal one-person
powers mean we need to under-
stand what kind of leader each
Mayoral candidate is.

The Brant County budget for
2026 is almost $170 million and
is forecasted to rise to $194 mil-
lion in 3 years. A business with
a budget that size would hire a
CEO with 10-15 years of lead-
ership experience. Do any of
our Mayoral candidates have
the skills, knowledge and ex-
pertise to manage the complex-
ities of large capital investment
decisions or the challenges of
overseeing hundreds of staff in

a complex organization? Mayor-
al candidates should prove to us
that they are qualified for the job.

During the election campaign,
Mayoral candidates should pub-
licly state their position on some
of the larger issues in the com-
munity:

Construction: The current
Council and staff have complete-
ly mismanaged major infrastruc-
ture construction projects. How
will you revamp the process for
approving, contracting, and su-
pervising construction projects
to minimize disruption to resi-
dents and businesses? Decisions
for the 2027 construction season
will begin shortly after the Oc-
tober election, including on the
large-scale Grand River North
multi-year reconstruction, so
time is of the essence to imple-
ment needed changes.

Paris Library: The proposed
$28 million Paris Library is
shrouded in mystery. The cur-

rent Council approved buying
land and developing a design for
a 26,000 sq. ft. building, over
double the current space. But
we don’t know very much about
what kind of place they're en-
visioning. The library's annual
operating budget is just over $3
million, so we can assume this
budget line will increase with
double the space, but the current
Council has provided no fore-
casts. Also, it's unclear what will
happen to the current historic
building when the library moves.

Trump Tariff Wars: Which
Brant County manufacturers,
distributors, and farmers will be
negatively affected by the Trump
tariff wars? How can the Coun-
ty mitigate any job losses or lost
industrial property tax revenue?
Have you spoken with business
leaders in the County?

Annexation: The province was
forcing Brant County to give
the City of Brantford land un-

der and around the Brantford
Airport, totalling 848 acres.
In return, the County would
receive a $9.7 million payment
to offset lost taxes and legal
fees. The annexation proposal
met serious resident concerns
and was subsequently paused
due to the upcoming municipal
election. As a Mayoral candi-
date, do you support moving
this annexation forward?

The Bawcutt Centre: The cur-
rent Council approved a plan to
redevelop this historic building
with a $10 million contribution
to a developer, Wingbury Prop-
erties, who redeveloped Wincey
Mills. The plan mentions at-
tracting commercial tenants and
creating space for County pro-
gramming, but offers no specif-
ic details. However, it's unclear
whether the County will ever
receive any revenue to offset its
investment and whether there
is enough on-site parking. The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

All letters must be signed by the writer and are subject to editing for length and clarity. The opinions expressed in the letter are those of the writer, and not necessarily those of the Paris Independent. We make no representation or warranty of any kind,

express or implied, regarding the accuracy, adequacy, validity, reliability, or completeness of this information. If you have opinions to share, email your letter to stories@theparisindependent.com
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Book a
tour, stay
for lunch

on us!

Thinking about
retirement living?

Discover a vibrant lifestyle with the complete
reassurance of flexible care. We make aging in place
easy, offering a full suite of tailored living options:

Independent Living: Freedom from daily chores,
delicious meals, and vibrant social connections.

Assisted Living: Comforting 24/7 care and support.
Respite Care: Temporary caregiver relief and recovery.

Memory Care: Specialized cognitive programs.

Call 1-866-959-4848 to book a personalized tour of
our brand new community.

Aspira
Brants Landing

Retirement Living

166 Lynden Road, Brantford, ON

aspiralife.ca

FreshCo Opens in Growing

Paris Neighbo

i = - N

urhood

(STEVE HOWES PHOTOS)

For the second week in a row, 10 Markle Dr. was bustling with activity as shoppers
returned to the new plaza, this time to celebrate the grand opening of FreshCo. Located
in the fast-growing community off Rest Acres Road in Paris, the grocery store is a
welcome addition for residents looking for more shopping options closer to home.
Neighbouring Shoppers Drug Mart celebrated its grand opening last week. Pictured
is Mayor David Bailey as he welcomed the store owner Dave Young and staff during
a grand opening celebration held on August 27. Young made a $2,500 donation to the

Salvation Army during the opening.

Letter to the

Editor

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

agreement does not mention the in-
crease in annual operating expenses the
County will incur. Will you review the
agreement to ensure that County residents
are being treated fairly?

The Brant Sports Complex: Council is
set to approve a $31 million expansion of
the current recreation centre with plans
for a gymnasium, running track, meet-
ing rooms, and more dressing rooms.
Mayoral candidates should ask residents
whether they want these new features at a
$31 million price tag. Also, no estimates
show how this proposed expansion would
increase the annual recreation operating
budget.

Residents should take time to under-
stand Brant County's needs over the next
4 years and ask Mayoral candidates for
their specific plans to address them. Also,
check out whether candidates have the ex-
perience, skills, and knowledge to lead us
forward. The candidate with vague prom-
ises and who fails to demonstrate their
qualifications is probably not the best
choice.

Being Mayor is a full-time job requiring
an exceptional, gifted leader with relevant

experience and the ability to translate the
community’s vision into action plans.

Patrick Draper is a Paris resident and
Jormer municipal City Manager.

All letters must be signed by the writer and are subject to editing for length and clarity. The opinions expressed in the letter

are those of the writer, and not necessarily those of the Paris |

ndependent. We make no representation or warranty of any

kind, express or implied, regarding the accuracy, adequacy, validity, reliability, or completeness of this information. If you

have opinions to share, email your letter

to stories@theparisindependent.com
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The Things People Tell Us

RACHELLE ROUSSEAU

Rousseau Rares Vintage

There’s something about working with
the public that makes people want to tell
you things.

A lot of things.

Spend enough time behind a counter, at a
front desk, beside a salon chair or serving
a table and you quickly discover that com-
plete strangers are remarkably comfortable
sharing their thoughts.

Some are helpful. Some are funny. Some
are incredibly personal.

And some probably could have stayed an
inside thought.

There are the observations.

“Wow, it’s really quiet in here today.”

Yes. We noticed.

“You guys are really busy!”

Also noticed.

There are the compliments that take an
unexpected turn.

“I love this place! I've lived here for six
years and never knew you were here.”

We’re glad you finally found us.

And the questions that are somehow also
suggestions.

“Have you ever thought about being
open later?”

We have now.

But the things people tell us aren’t usual-
ly about business at all.

Hairdressers hear life updates from peo-
ple they’ve known for years. Servers get to
be there for birthdays, anniversaries, first
dates and family dinners. Shopkeepers
hear the story behind the gift someone is
searching for. Artists and makers hear what
a piece reminds someone of.

Sometimes someone walks through the
door as a complete stranger and, twen-

ty minutes later, you know what they’re
buying their sister for her birthday, where
they’re having dinner and why they came
to Paris in the first place.

And then there are the stories about Paris
itself.

People tell us what used to be in our
buildings. They remember businesses that
disappeared decades ago. They tell us
where they worked as teenagers, where
they went on their first date or what they
used to buy downtown with their parents.

Often, those stories come up completely
by accident.

Someone recognizes an old photograph.
A familiar object brings back a memory. A
building looks just enough like it did forty
years ago that someone starts telling you

about the person who used to work there.

Sometimes they remember things about
the spaces we work in that we didn’t know
ourselves.

For a few minutes, you get a little piece
of someone else’s Paris.

That might be one of the nicest parts of
working with the public.

All day long, behind counters, across ta-
bles, at front desks and in chairs through-
out downtown, these little conversations
are happening.

Some make us laugh. Some teach us
something about our own town. And some
introduce us to people we might never have
known otherwise.

So keep telling us things.

We’re listening.

DOWNTOWND

Where two rivers meet,

and there is always a dZot¢s to hear.

downtownparis.ca
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HISTORIC PARIS

PARIS PAST: Midway screams, derby steel, and the spirit of

Linny Nelson

By Chris Whelan

There is a distinct moment every
late August when the air in town
changes. The mornings get a little
crisper, the lights go up on the Silver
Street grounds, and for generations
of Parisians, the unofficial turn of the
season arrives: the Paris Fair.

Looking back at the fair through
the lens of local memory, two things
consistently defined the Labour Day
weekend tradition, the overwhelming
thrill of the midway and the legend-
ary warmth of the neighborhood sur-
rounding the grounds.

Back in 1982, before I even lived
in Paris, a group of us Burford kids
pooled our meager cash to pay the
owner of the local village arcade a
small fortune to drive us over in his
Camaro. By the time we pulled up to
Paris, our pockets were almost emp-
ty. Fate (and a little luck) brought us
to Silver Street and into the yard of a
wonderful lady named Linny Nelson,
whose daughter Tish was right around
our age.

Linny took one look at us broke
teenagers, laughed her unforgetta-
ble laugh, and let us cut through her
backyard to hop the fence into the fair.
Little did I know that two years later,
when my family officially moved to
Paris in 1984, I’d have the privilege
of calling Linny a true friend. In an
even sweeter twist of fate, I would
later meet and marry her cousin, offi-
cially becoming part of her incredible
family.

As it turns out, I wasn't the only
one who found safe harbor in Linny’s
backyard. Reading through communi-
ty recollections recently, her yard was
practically an unofficial midway gate
of its own. Jacquie Wood remembered
making the long trek up from near
Bean Park with her cousins, stopping
under the shade of Linny’s trees for
a glass of water before heading into
the grounds, often bringing back
burgers and fries to share with her.
From North Ward kids like Shannon
Lewis-Vary to neighbors like Stew-

art Parker and Tina McLaren, Linny
was a staple of the fair experience, a
sweet, generous soul whose memory
still lingers over Silver Street every
Labour Day weekend.

Even the fair authorities knew what
was going on! Linda Buck confirmed
that her father, long-time Paris Agri-
cultural Society President Jim Buck,
was well aware of Linny's backyard
express line into the grounds, he just
turned a blind eye and never said a
single word.

Once inside the gates, the sights and
sounds took over. If you weren't eating
cotton candy or visiting Ken Rayner
and Bill Telfer at the main gate, you
were likely drawn to the grandstand by
the deafening roar of revving engines
and crunching metal. The Demolition
Derby has always been a crown jewel
of the fair, packing the bleachers year
after year. For decades, nobody ruled
that mud-slick arena quite like Par-
is's own Wray "Wrayzor" Robinson.
Wray built a true legacy out of twisted
steel and smoking engines, setting the
standard for local derby drivers and
creating memories that fairgoers still
talk about today.

Over on the midway, a different
kind of chaos was unfolding. Depend-
ing on your generation, you either re-
member the raw speed of Campbell
Amusements’ Himalaya or its sleek
successor, the Matterhorn.

Teenagers lined up for the ultimate
rite of passage: squeezing two-by-
two into the small metal cars as they

banked hard around a central plat-
form, spinning at breakneck speeds
while top-40 music blasted from giant
speakers. The announcer’s distorted
voice over the PA was the soundtrack
to our youth: "Do you wanna go
FASTER?!" followed by a collective
chorus of teenagers screaming "YA!"

The Himalaya had that iconic
back wall where the cars plunged
into darkness, illuminated only by a
flashing strobe light and the blare of
a siren. Later, as Jamie Morrison re-
called, the soundtrack barely changed
for a decade, but nobody cared. It was
the ride you rode until you were diz-
zy, motion-sick (as Vicky Good-Du-
becki and Karen Warren fondly, or
not so fondly, remembered), or just
out of tickets.

Whether your fair highlights were
watching "Wrayzor" smash his way
to victory, making spin-art paint cre-
ations like Dennis Kalichuk, or just
catching up with old friends, the Par-
is Fair has always been less about the
rides or events themselves and more
about the shared community spirit.

Decades later, the rides may have
new names like the Music Express,
but the heart of the fair remains un-
changed.

It’s written in the roar of the der-
by track, the screams of teenagers
wanting to go faster, and the beloved
neighbors like Linny Nelson who
always kept their doors open to the
town. Email your memories to: edi-
tor@theparisindependent.com

*SPECIAL NOTE* .
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By Gary Chalk
Non-Pulitzer Prize
Winning Columnist

I like to think I am a reasonably intel-
ligent person. I figure I know a thing or
two about the value of friendships, keep-
ing my mind active, and looking after my
health. But there is always a ‘BUT"...

The one thing I haven’t got a friggin’
clue about is which way my ball cap
should point!

I grew up in the ‘BC Era’ — ‘Beaver
Cleaver Era’ — when kids wore their ball

cap pointing forward. Now Living Retired
it is the ‘HCHBP Era’ — ‘High Cholester-
ol, High Blood Pressure Era’ — and guys
are wearing their ball cap pointing back-
wards like they are Johnny Bench.

I wore my ball cap pointing backwards,
once. Jan said, “Gary, you look foolish. If
our granddaughters see you, they will run
away!”

Off the top of my head, baseball caps
pointing backwards is really just the tip of
the iceberg when it comes to baby boom-
ers trying to dress to be cool. This is what
I mean...

Blue jeans. I remember bell bottoms.
Regular fit blue jeans. Then stretch den-
ims. Relax-fit blue jeans. Then it was fad-
ed blue jeans. Blue jeans designed so they
hang so low you could be a plumber. To-
day, it is ‘pre-ripped’ jeans which baffles

LIVING RETIRED ‘Fashion Backwards’

me. When [ was a kid when I ripped my
pants Mom would iron a patch overtop.
These days I am so fashion backwards
that I am still trying to figure out whether
I should iron a crease in my blue jeans?

Socks. It used to be standard attire to
wear comfortable socks. These days lots
of guys are going sock-less. So, I tried it,
once. Jan and I were going to our friend’s
Christmas open house, so I didn’t wear
my socks. Stupid me. I had to fall down
to the floor in their front foyer to pry my
shoes off because my feet were sweat-
ing so much. Jan said, “Gary, something
smells like a hockey equipment bag!”

Underwear. This one really gets my
knickers in a knot! In my day, the popular
men’s underwear was a brand name ev-
ery teenage guy never wanted to be seen
wearing when changing for gym class:
‘Fruit of the Loom.” How times have
changed. These days men are protecting
their privates in underwear called ‘Under
Armour.” Just saying.

Hoodies. The fashionistas who came up
with hoodies totally neglected the Living
Retired set who dangle our reading glass-
es on a cord around our neck. I damn near
hung myself in a men’s change room try-

ing to yank the hoodie back overtop my
head!

Fitted shirts. Today’s shirts are fitted
— which means they cling so tight to my
stomach that Jan laughs, “Gary, that shirt
is so tight on you that I can see your two-
pack.”

Shoes. Here is where things are chang-
ing faster than your wife trying to decide
what colour to repaint your front door. At
one time it was a pair of loafers, then loaf-
ers with tassels. Then oxfords came along
followed by brogues, Doc Martens, and
on and on and on. Today, men top off their
sharp-looking expensive Hugo Boss suit
with — get this! — RUNNING SHOES!
The time I tried this, Jan said, “Please go
back in the house and change your shoes,

.. or you’re going out by yourself.”

These days men’s wardrobes are defined
as ‘Casual,” ‘Smart Casual,” and ‘Business
Casual.” Jan said I should wait for the
book ‘Casual Wear For Dummies.’

Living Retired is written by Gary Chalk
and published throughout Canada and
USA. To receive Living Retired by email
each week, or to book Gary to speak at
your service club, corporate event, or re-
tirement party contact Gchalk@me.com

Join the County of Brant
Seniors Active Living Centre
for another exciting season of
programs designed to help
older adults stay active, make
new connections, and enjoy

and supportive environment.

Memberships will also be

Time: 10:00 am - 12:00 pm

For more information, please
email seniors@brant.ca

lifelong learning in a welcoming

available for purchase online
at brant.ca/COBConnect

Register for the County of Brant
Seniors Active Living Centre
on Wednesday, September 9

The Seniors Active Living )
Centre offers a variety of
social, recreational and

educational opportunities
for adu(gs 55+.

» Registration for the September
- 2026 to June 2027 season opens:

Date: Wednesday, September 9

Location: Sojourn Church, 112 Scott Ave, Paris

brant.ca/Seniors

The Fall Guide
IS how available!

‘//4

View the guide online or
pick up a printed copy af
any County of Brant
Customer Service office,
community centre or library

Registration opens:

September 14, 2026
at 6:00 pm

brant.ca/guide

brant.ca | info@brant.ca | 519.44BRANT (442.7268) f

Local news. Community stories. Delivered right to your inbox.

Subscribe today at www.

ranthaven.com/paris-independent
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Paris Mounties look to rebuild community connection,
one fan at a time

CASANDRA TURNBULL

Managing Editor

The return of the Paris Mounties name
brings a familiar piece of the community’s
hockey history back to the ice.

For the junior hockey club, reviving that
identity is also part of an effort to strength-
en its relationship with local fans, rebuild
excitement around the team and bring
more people back to the stands.

After decades as the Paris Mounties, the
organization was sold and rebranded as the
Paris Titans several years ago. This spring,
the club announced it would once again
operate under the Mounties name, bringing
back an identity that President Mike Chris-
tian says carries deep meaning in Paris.

“Bringing back the Paris Mounties name
was about much more than changing a logo
or putting a familiar name back on a jersey.
It was about reconnecting this hockey club

with its community and its history,” Chris-
tian said.

“The Mounties name means something
in Paris. There are generations of people
who played for this team, coached here,
volunteered, sponsored the club or sat in
the stands supporting it.”

Christian said the organization is not
looking to simply recreate what existed
in the past but instead use that history as a
foundation for the future.

“We’re not trying to recreate the past.
We’re taking the best parts of that history
and using them as the foundation for where
we want this organization to go.”

That means rebuilding relationships that
extend outside the rink.

Christian said one of the organization’s
biggest goals is to make former players,
coaches, volunteers, sponsors and long-
time fans feel connected to the club once
again, while introducing a new generation

of Paris families to the Mounties tradition.

“One of our biggest goals is to make for-
mer Mounties feel that this is their team
again,” he said.

At the same time, the club wants young
players in the community to see the Mount-
ies as an organization they can aspire to be
part of.

“We want young players coming to our
games, meeting our players and imagin-
ing themselves wearing a Mounties jersey
someday,” Christian said.

The goal, he added, is to create a bridge
between generations and bring former
Mounties back into the rink while intro-
ducing today's young hockey players to the
team's history.

That community connection will also be
reflected in how the current players interact
with Paris outside of game nights.

“This is probably one of the areas I'm
most excited about because we want the

Paris Mounties to be visible in the commu-
nity, not just at the arena on game night,”
Christian said.

“Our players need to understand that
wearing the Mounties jersey comes with a
responsibility. They’re representing Paris,
and we want them contributing to the com-
munity that supports them.”

Volunteerism will be an important part of
that effort, with the club already working
on initiatives that give players opportuni-
ties to give back. Christian said the orga-
nization also wants to expand its relation-
ships with local schools, minor hockey,
community organizations, charities and
businesses.

A particularly important relationship will
be with Paris Minor Hockey.

“We want young players interacting with
our players, attending games and feeling
connected to the Mounties,” Christian said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

BY GRIEG GRAHAM

ety, Meals on Wheels and was a lifetime

Paris Independent Contributor

Held Saturday, August 22nd at the
Burford Golf Course and it was so worth
the wait. This is the date that this scribe

course, the Paris Duffers were out in full
force and did not disappoint. The beau-
ty of this tournament is that Paris Duf-
fers that live elsewhere and can’t make
our weekly Friday round also circle this
date on their calendars. The camaraderie
proves you can come home again! Mak-
ing appearances were Marble, Croosh,

host of others. Ibet Richard “Dick” Em-
erson Jr. would be so proud.

\ Speaking of whom here is a little
backstory on Mr. Emerson. Born March

at sports. He played Jr. hockey with Paris
and Guelph from 1944 to 1947 claiming
a Southwestern Ontario Jr B Champion-
ship. At this time, he was awarded the
University of Western Ontario’s Student
of the year. On the greens he was equally
formidable in winning 17 Paris Golf and
Country Club titles over a 20-year span.
His engagement in local sports was
palpable as a thirty-year member of the
Paris Curling Club, coaching minor
hockey and a longstanding member of
the Paris Figure Skating Club. Dick also
lent time to the Canadian Cancer Soci-

circles on his calendar every year. Of

Buzz, Hag, Uncle Larry, Oscar and a

27th, 1927, Dick turned to and excelled

member of St. Paul’s United Church. Of
course he was inducted into The Brant
County Hall of Fame. Quite the resume.

This tournament has been going since
2004. The story goes that Stewie and Os-
car played a round in honour of Dick.
They had such a great time that they
had the epiphany of inviting a few more
players next year.

They soon had a waiting list as long
as the players. Many friends and fami-
ly pitched in unselfishly to ensure suc-
cess. In following in Dick’s footsteps of
philanthropy, the decision on a charity
was to aid in the access to sports. Con-
sidering Dick’s love of sports it seemed
a no brainer. The Jump Start program
with our local Canadian Tire has been a
benefactor that met donations dollar for
dollar. Donations have also been made
to the County of Brant to assist local
programs. To date, the tournament has
raised over $100,000.00.

Back to the actual game. In the
winner’s circle with a -14 was the four-
some of Shawn Dailey, Callum Dailey,
Buzz Cockburn (does anyone know his
real name?) and Red Taylor. Good job
boys. We’re all happy for you. Right?
Two teams tied for runner up status at
-11. They were Jacob Broomfield, Chris
Rewuszsky, James Holmes and Justin
Mclntyre and the team of Scott Emerson,

The 2026 annual Friends of Dick Emerson Memorial
Golf Tournament

Mike Holman, Chuck Zammitti and Josh
Spiegel. In honour of Joey Pickering the
closest to pin winner was Callum Dailey
and Face won the Stewie hole. After-
words the prize table was a free for all
and I ended up with a bag of golf tees.
As usual, our friends at The Burford

Golf Course provided excellent service
and the kitchen staff knocked it out. A
hole in one! As for the after party, what
happens in Paris stays in Paris. And,
if you’re wondering, I have this date
marked on my calendar for next year. For
now, keep em in the fairways.
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Paris Curling Club opens its doors to next generation

of members

CASANDRA TURNBULL

Managing Editor

For nearly two centuries, generations of
Paris residents have gathered at the local
curling club to throw rocks, sweep ice and
compete against friends.

But for many members, what happens
after the final rock is thrown equally im-
portant.

The Paris Curling Club is inviting the
community to discover that social side of
the sport during an open house Sept. 25,
aimed at introducing prospective members
to the club, its leagues and the community
that has developed around them.

The free open house runs from 7 p.m. to
10 p.m. at the club, located at 14 Oak Ave.
While there won't be ice available that eve-
ning, visitors can tour the facilities, meet
current members and league convenors,
enjoy free food and try their hand at some
curling-related games.

For Paris Curling Club vice-president
Ellay Heys, the evening is an opportunity
to introduce people to a club that has long
been about more than competition.

“Whenever [ play in events at other
Clubs, I always describe our Club as a ‘So-
cial club first, and a curling club second’.
We’re more about getting together to have
a drink and share a story and comradery
rather than we are about the competition of
itall.”

It's a culture that has been developing for
generations.

The Paris Curling Club officially formed
in 1843, making it one of the oldest curl-
ing clubs in Canada. Through the years, it
has provided local residents with a place to
gather for friendly competition in a social
setting.

Today, the club bills itself as the “Friend-
liest House in Town,” welcoming members
of different ages, backgrounds and levels
of curling experience.

“Our Club is proud to include members
from all different walks of life — of all ages,
all with different stories and backgrounds.
There is no member who sees themselves
above another. We are just a bunch of
down-to-earth folks who need a fun way to
pass time through the winter and happen to
share a love of the same game,” Heys said.

And while it’s a winter sport, those re-
lationships don't necessarily end when the
curling season does.

Members golf together during the sum-
mer, travel together and form friendships
that can extend well beyond the clubhouse.
Heys has experienced that personally since
he and his wife, Ashley, joined in 2018
while in their late 20s, looking for some-
thing fun and new.

When the couple married in 2024, rough-
ly 20 to 25 per cent of their wedding guests
were fellow club members they hadn't
known before joining.

That sense of community is something
the club hopes prospective members will
experience at the open house, whether they
are experienced curlers, complete begin-
ners or simply looking for a new way to
meet people.

The club offers different league formats
designed for a range of abilities, including
a U5 league for curlers with fewer than five
years of experience and Choose Your Own
leagues geared toward more competitive
players. Its mission is to be “An inclusive,
friendly club, for the participation, promo-
tion, and inspiration of curling.”

Newcomers who attend the Sept. 25
open house will also be eligible for a spe-
cial new-member signup discount on either
a full membership or the club's Learn-To-
Curl program.

Those who want to try the sport before
committing will have another opportunity
in October. Adult Learn to Curl nights are
scheduled for Oct. 18 and Oct. 25 from 1
p.m. to 3 p.m. at the club. Each session is
$20. You just need to bring clean indoor
shoes.

The club is also looking to its younger
curlers as it considers how to carry its long
history forward.

Its youth program is expanding with a
new Youth Bonspiel after volunteers be-
gan looking for ways to give junior curlers
more opportunities beyond weekly prac-
tice sessions. Some older juniors travelled

to out-of-town events last year, an experi-
ence that helped inspire the club to host an
event of its own.

Another highlight of the upcoming sea-
son will be the annual P’Ayr’is Cup, a
friendly competition between the Paris
and Ayr curling clubs. Modelled loosely
after golf's Ryder Cup, each club fields 32
players who compete in different formats
for total points. Paris will host this year's
event in November after reclaiming the
cup last year following a couple of losses.
For Heys, even that competition ultimately
comes back to the social connections at the
heart of the club.

“While the games themselves are ob-
viously fun, it’s the social side that is the
best. It truly brings out a sense of pride &
community amongst our members as we
work towards a common goal of victory.”

As the club looks toward another season,
Heys hopes newcomers will find the same
sense of belonging that has kept genera-
tions coming back.

“I’d love to see all new members have
the same experience that I’ve had since
joining — finding a community built around
friendship, encouragement, social interac-
tions, and friendly competition.”

The Paris Curling Club open house takes
place Sept. 25 from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at 14
Oak Ave. Questions about the event can be
directed to Ryan Benson, the club's “Direc-
tor Of Fun,” at fun@pariscurlingclub.com.

Dusters End 2026 With

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
The organization also wants to make the

experience of attending a game part of the

community's social fabric again.

“Junior hockey should be affordable, en-
tertaining and something people genuinely
look forward to doing together,” Christian
said.

For Christian, rebuilding attendance isn't
simply about asking people to support the
team. The organization recognizes that
support has to be earned.

“We understand that support has to be
earned,” he said. “That’s why our respon-
sibility isn’t simply to ask people to come
back. Our responsibility is to give them a
reason to come back — and then give them
a reason to return the following week.”

On the ice, the club is working to build
a team that reflects that renewed identity.

Christian said the goal is to have a com-
petitive team featuring local and Brant-ar-
ea players, along with young men who
demonstrate character, work ethic and a
desire to develop.

“We want to be a team that works, com-
petes for one another and is difficult to play
against every single night,” he said.

The club will be led by new head coach
Zac Rinaldo, who comes to Paris af-
ter coaching the Pelham Panthers in the
GOHL.

Christian said Rinaldo's emphasis on
work ethic, accountability, attention to de-
tail and player development fits with the
identity the Mounties are trying to estab-
lish.

“We want to play an honest, hard-work-

ing and exciting brand of hockey,” Chris-
tian said. “We want our players competing
for every inch of the ice, playing for one
another and representing the Mounties
jersey with pride.” Local representation is
also an important piece of the plan.

“There’s something special about having
players on the ice who grew up in this area
and understand what representing Paris
and Brant County means,” Christian said.

Ultimately, the organization wants fans
to recognize the team both for how it plays
and what it represents.

“We want people in the stands to look at
this team and say, ‘That’s a Paris Mounties
hockey team.””

That identity will take time to build, but
Christian believes the return of the name
provides an opportunity to start that pro-
cess.

For longtime fans, it is an invitation to
come back. For former players and volun-
teers, it is an invitation to reconnect. And
for a younger generation, it is an opportu-
nity to become part of a tradition that has
been part of Paris hockey for decades.

Christian said the long-term vision goes
beyond wins and losses.

“We want to build a team capable of
competing for championships,” he said.

Most importantly, Christian said, the or-
ganization wants to build something that
lasts.

“We don’t want one successful season
followed by starting over. We want to es-
tablish standards for how the Paris Mount-
ies operate, develop players and represent
this community.”

Heart!

SID LUCKMAN

Paris Independent Contributor

How can you summarize such a great
season of Dream-Die Hockey as was just
exhibited by your Brant County Dusters?
Well, you just can't. Is there any other
league on the great earth where the worst
player on the ice gets a hat trick in a 2-2
tie? Dare I say...let that league come forth!
But that is Dusters Hockey my dear friends.

And so, another season wrapped up with
a great match and an even greater after par-
ty.
Below are this year’s award recipients.

e League MVP: Ryan Hodgson

Smiler of the year: Spencer Lees

Repairman award: Blair Burton

Camper (in tents player): Butters

Smooth Operator Award: Greg

Collings

*  Vocal Management: Paul DeBruyn

¢ Egg-sellant play: Sean Graham

¢ Return to Form trophy: Matt Pap-
ple

¢ Best Equipment: Bracden Gregory

e Seriously Guy?: Jamie Ohhhh-
noooo

e Take up Space Award: JY

*  You Have to Love Him: Bob Kivin-
en

e He Does Care About Shinny:
Chadlatty

*  Where'd He Go?: Kirk Mackenzie

e I Miss Kirk Trophy: Chris Vander-
pols

e Khneel to the King: Rob Malcolm

Great Wall of Defence: Bruce

Mitchell

Plumbing be Darned!: Opy

Speed times Two: Tyler Stam

Barricade on D: Ben Stevenson

Tony Stark Ironman: Camstone

Gdansk 1992 Memories: Andrew

Bak

Muffin Magic Trophy: Ken Gras-

ley

Saved our Day: Greg Montour

Scoring Optional: Ryan Neufeld

Zone in the Zone: Goalie Camaryn

Scapa Flow Sub Award: Brian

Kenney

And with these recognitions, we say so

long to the 2026 Dusters Season. Thank

you to the Paris Independent for your sup-

per of local and community groups!
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KickBack seeks local voices to share mental health
stories for upcoming series

CASANDRA TURNBULL
Managing Editor

After more than a decade of encourag-
ing people to speak openly about mental
health, the team behind KickBack is look-
ing for new voices willing to share their
stories — and potentially help someone
else feel less alone.

The locally produced mental health se-
ries is preparing for its 11th year and orga-
nizers are inviting people from Brantford,
Brant County and the surrounding commu-
nity to take part in conversations expected
to air early next year.

Producer Ben Strasser said one lesson
has remained clear after years of listening
to people talk candidly about their experi-
ences: mental health struggles are far more
common than they may appear.

“One of the biggest things I have learned
over the last decade is that, in one way
or another, everyone struggles with their
mental health,” Strasser said.

“The circumstances may be different
and the severity may be different, but so

many people are carrying things that no-
body else can see. Unfortunately, a large
number of us still feel like we have to carry
those struggles alone. We don't reach out,
we don't talk about what we are feeling,
and that isolation can very quickly create
a spiral.”

That desire to break through isolation has
been central to KickBack since its creation.
Previous editions have brought conversa-
tions about mental health into familiar
community settings rather than traditional
studios, featuring people speaking about
subjects ranging from parenting and grief
to trauma, addiction, recovery and work-
place stress. Last year's series featured
more than 30 conversations filmed across
Brantford and Brant County.

This year, Strasser said organizers want
to hear from people with a wide range of
experiences, including those who may
question whether their own story is import-
ant enough to tell.

“The first thing I would tell someone is
that nobody's story carries more weight
than someone else's,” he said.
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“We have a tendency to compare our
struggles and convince ourselves that what
we have experienced isn't serious enough,
difficult enough or important enough to
talk about. But our struggles are our own,
and what someone is carrying should nev-
er be diminished simply because someone
else may be going through something dif-
ferent.”

Potential participants could include
someone currently experiencing men-
tal health challenges, someone who has
emerged from a difficult period, a family
member or caregiver who has supported
another person, or a professional working
in the mental health field.

Strasser said participants remain in con-
trol of what they choose to discuss.

“You don't have to have everything fig-
ured out. You just have to be willing to
have a conversation.”

For people interested in learning more
before deciding whether to participate,
KickBack will hold its first information
night Sept. 18 from 7 to 9 p.m. at Up Yoga
+ Wellness in Paris.

People can meet the team, ask questions
and learn what taking part involves without
making a commitment.

Organizers are also using social media to
reach potential participants and reconnect-
ing with people who have previously ap-
peared on KickBack, either to hear where
their journeys have taken them or connect
with others who may have a story to share.

Strasser said one encouraging change
has been seeing more men step forward to
discuss their mental health and have con-
versations that have traditionally been dif-
ficult for many men to have openly.

“We have personally seen an increase
in men reaching out to us, sharing their
struggles and wanting to be part of these
conversations,” he said. “Seeing that shift
happening gives me a lot of hope and is a
huge reason why I want to keep pushing
this project forward.”

While KickBack is intended to normalize
conversations about mental health broadly,
its message also intersects with suicide
prevention, particularly the importance of
reducing isolation and encouraging people
to reach out before they reach a crisis point.

“When someone is struggling, it can be-
come very easy to believe that nobody un-
derstands, nobody cares or that the people
around them would somehow be better off
without them,” Strasser said. “One of the
things these conversations can do is chal-
lenge that isolation.

“There are people who care. There are
people who would notice if you weren't
here. There are people who want the op-
portunity to help.”

Strasser said speaking about difficult
thoughts and feelings can itself be an im-
portant first step toward finding support.

(SUBMITTED PHOTO)

Paris Councillor Lukas Oakley was one of
several people interviewed during the 2026
Kickback for Mental Health series.

“I also believe there is tremendous pow-
er in saying out loud what you are going
through. Keeping everything inside can al-
low those thoughts and feelings to become
bigger and heavier. Talking to someone can
begin to take some of that power away and,
hopefully, connect someone with support
before they reach a crisis point.”

The conversations can also help friends,
relatives, coworkers and others better rec-
ognize when somebody around them may
be struggling and understand the impor-
tance of listening.

After more than 80 hours of conversa-
tions recorded through KickBack over the
years, Strasser said one story from the proj-
ect's early days continues to illustrate what
organizers hope the series can accomplish.

He learned of a family, two parents and
their two children, who were watching
KickBack together around their dinner ta-
ble. During a commercial break, one child
began talking about something they had
been struggling with. The other child fol-
lowed, then their mother.

Eventually, their father began talking too.

“From what I was told, he was someone
who rarely showed emotion and certain-
ly wasn't someone who normally talked
openly about his feelings,” Strasser said.

“But something about hearing other
people share their stories created enough
safety around that dinner table for the en-
tire family to become vulnerable with one
another.”

Strasser said KickBack does not suggest
that an interview or video can solve some-
one's mental health challenges. Instead, its
purpose is to create an opening for conver-
sations that might otherwise never happen.

“We aren't pretending that a video or an
interview can solve someone's problems.
What we can do is start a conversation that
may not have happened otherwise.

“And sometimes one conversation can
change everything.”
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Grieving a Suicide Loss: Making Space for What Remains

ASK THE

GRIEF COACH
By Tammy Adams

Grief is one of the most difficult con-
versations we have in North America. For
those who have experienced the suicide of
someone they love, grief can become even
more overwhelming, complicated by emo-
tions and questions that may have no clear
answers.

Grief after suicide loss can feel endless,
especially when we continue searching for
answers to questions that may never have
them.

We may feel stuck, as though we are un-
able to move forward, consumed by the
endless what ifs and whys.

When a loved one dies by suicide, the
griever is left not only with the sadness
and conflicting emotions of grief, but often
with additional emotions of guilt, blame,
shame, anger and the fear of being judged.

While grief itself can feel isolating,
grieving the suicide of a friend or loved
one can make it difficult to be open and
honest about what we are feeling. We may
fear how others will perceive our emotions
or worry that people will not understand.

Those grieving a suicide loss can also
feel disconnected from who they were be-
fore the loss. Experiencing something trau-
matic can do that. We are trying to process
what has happened while, at the same time,
trying to make sense of something that
may never fully make sense.

Without the tools to work through our
emotions, we can easily reach for ways to
avoid or escape the pain.

The Grief Recovery Institute identifies
six common myths about grief:

1. Don’t feel bad.

2. Replace the loss.

3. Grieve alone.

4. Time heals all wounds.

5. Be strong.

6. Keep busy.

Most of us have also learned to avoid or
escape painful feelings through substanc-
es and behaviours that may provide short-
term relief from emotional pain. These
can include food, alcohol, recreational/
prescription drugs, smoking/vaping, shop-
ping, work, gambling, TV, reading, exer-
cise, gaming, sex, social media, exercise,
sleep, isolation, and anger.

These behaviours do not necessarily
mean someone is weak or doing something
wrong. Often, they are attempts to cope
with feelings that seem too painful or over-
whelming to face.

So, how can we show up for someone
who is grieving the suicide of a loved one?

Sometimes, the answer is simpler than
we think.

*  Hold space.

*  Ask questions.

»  Say the person’s name aloud.

» Listen without offering an opinion.

We cannot know exactly how another
person is feeling, but we can encourage
them not to disappear. We can encourage
them not to change the subject or avoid the
emotions they are experiencing. Most im-
portantly, we can remind them that they do
not have to protect us from their pain. That
they are not alone.

Grief is a lonely and exhausting experi-
ence, and grieving the suicide of someone
we love is a pain that many people carry
silently.

A suicide death can disrupt the natural
process of grieving. When there are unan-
swered questions, the mind may continue
searching for answers. When stigma enters
the picture, the heart may begin protecting
itself from pain, judgment and misunder-
standing.

It is important to know that what you are
feeling is normal.

You have experienced a devastating loss,
and few of us are taught how to process
this kind of pain. You are not weak because
you are struggling. And you do not have to
justify the length or depth of your grief to
anyone.

Grievers can often feel misunderstood.
They may feel that they are expected to
resolve their emotions within a certain
timeline or that they should be processing
their grief in a way that makes other people
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more comfortable.

I overheard a mother explain something
to her four-year-old son the other day that
stayed with me. She told him that taking
care of her was not his job. Taking care of
herself was her job.

I believe the same can be applied to grief
after suicide loss.

It is not the responsibility of the support
person to try to “fix” the griever. It is not
the responsibility of the griever to manage
other people’s discomfort with their grief.
And it is not the griever’s responsibility
to protect their loved one who has died or
even to protect themselves.

Healing from suicide loss does not mean
forgetting the person you love.

It does not mean approving of what hap-
pened.

And it does not require forcing yourself
to find completion.

Instead, healing can mean gently making
space for what feels unfinished.

It can mean releasing, little by little, the
weight of guilt and shame that was never
yours to carry.

It can mean learning to integrate the loss
into your life without allowing it to define
every part of your present.

And, over time, it can mean discover-
ing how to carry your person forward, not
only through the pain of how they died, but
through the love, the memories and the leg-
acy they have left behind.

For those struggling to process these
emotions on their own, the Grief Recovery

Method is an action-oriented educational
program that gently guides people through
the many emotions and unfinished busi-
ness that can remain in a relationship with
someone who is no longer physically pres-
ent in their lives.

The process can help untangle what is
yours to carry and what is not.

One of the first understandings can be
this: You are not broken, and you do not
need to be fixed. What you need is to be
heard; to be listened to with dignity, com-
passion and support.

There is no simple answer to suicide loss.
There is no perfect timeline for grief, and
there is no single way to grieve.

But there is a way forward.

It begins with allowing ourselves to ac-
knowledge what hurts, rather than running
from it. It begins with creating space for
the questions, the anger, the guilt, the sad-
ness and the love.

And perhaps most importantly, it begins
with recognizing that we do not have to
carry all of it alone.

Healing is possible. Not because the loss
disappears, but because with compassion,
support and the right tools, we can learn
how to carry it differently.

Tammy Adams is a Certified Coach Prac-
titioner & Grief Recovery Method Special-
ist supporting individuals Canada-wide.
To learn more about The Grief Recovery
Method please visit www.tadams.ca or
contact Tammy for a free consultation.
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Hidden Gem Offers an unexpected journey through art, science and history

WENDY LAMOND
Grant Haven Media

One of the perks of my job is to be able
to meet some inspiring people and to come
across some hidden gems in our communi-
ty that need to be shared.

I came across one of these hidden gems
when I met with Elena Dumitru and took a
tour of the Art of Ideas Gallery located at
236 Jones St. East in St. Marys.

Many people in our town know the house.
It is that big beautiful red brick home at the
corner of Jones and King Street that has
unique architecture and some very creative
art on the lawn. What many don’t know is
that inside one can find stunning art and
creations, all brilliantly displayed in a sto-
ry telling format from the ingenious mind
of Romanian Canadian artist Eugen-Florin
Zamfirescu, who is also Dumitru’s hus-
band. Many artists have one genre or one
colour palette. What makes Zamfirescu so
unique is his willingness to cross catego-
ries when expressing his creative visions,
whether it be oil paintings, sculptures,
photography, installation art and so much
more. The couple are both Romanian. Af-
ter leaving their native country, they lived
in England for six years and then decided to
move to Toronto. When the apartment that
they were living in was filling up with art,
they decided it was time for more space.
Originally, they were looking in Stratford
but took a drive St. Marys where they came
across, and fell in love with, their current

house, which was for sale at the time. After
a series of events that fell into place, one
being their current street in Toronto was
King Street to the house of their dreams
being also on a King Street, the couple felt
like it was meant to be. The rest, as they
say, is history.

The Art of Ideas Gallery has been open
for close to four years now and offers three
guided tours. No matter which tour you
take, you will experience the whole space
as well as the art.

“An Unexpected Journey” takes approx-
imately 90 minutes and is a journey into
the mind of Zamfirescu, a tour where you
will learn about his art and artistic ethos,
about our past, present as well as a possible
future. As you travel to the upper galleries,
you will be swept from string theory into
deep space.

Many visitors have shared with Dumitru
that the name “An Unexpected Journey” is
exactly how they describe the tour. It goes
over and above what they were anticipat-
ing.

The second tour is called “Echoes of El-
egance”. This tour also takes approximate-
ly 90 minutes but covers a history of the
house, its unique architecture and most fa-
mous inhabitants, fascinating stories about
pieces of furniture and more, a truly won-
derful journey through time.

“Dial, Discover and Dream: A Fascinat-
ing Tour of Ingenious Machines” is the
third tour. For someone that enjoys vintage
measuring and communication equipment,
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consider this one. It is a journey through
imagination, progression, and technology
of the past, present and future.

The tours are available on Saturdays,
Sundays and Monday in the summer. How-
ever, if the times for the set tours are not
doable, Dumitru said that they are flexible
and will find a time that does work for oth-
er days and times of the year. The set times
can be found on their website at https://
www.artofideasgallery.com.

What makes Art of Ideas Unique is that
it is not a public gallery, nor a private com-
mercial gallery. It is a private home and an
artist studio full of stories to be told and
heard, all originating from a brilliant mind.

According to Dumitru, Zamfirescu
doesn’t like to be put in a square because
his mind is not in a square. “He loves arts,
he loves science, he loves technology, his-
tory, time, old instruments and so much
more. He also loves carpentry, taking
things apart and creating things, so you can
just imagine the curiosity that drives his
creativity. “She said.

What caught my attention walking in was

not only the old bend work woodworking
but Zamfirescu’s oil paintings in the lower
gallery. The paintings tell a story from the
history of civilization. Each painting took
the artist a year to complete as he uses the
techniques of the Old Masters of the Re-
naissance. Every painting represents a pe-
riod of time in or history, from primitive
times, to present, to far into our future. One
of the paintings depicts a ship in a storm
symbolizing difficult times such as war,
plague or any other hardships that we as
humans have encountered throughout his-
tory.

Another picture that stood out is one of
Dumitru’s father who passed away three
years ago. The painting is called MNE-

MOSYNE (the Goddess of Memory). It is
of an old cowboy who can no longer ride
a horse but by holding the saddle, can re-
member the old days. Dumitru’s father was
the model, and the details are so accurate
that according to Dumitru, if her dad was
there, his hand would be identical to the
painting. As we arrive in the upper galler-
ies we encounter the String Theory series,
a group of paintings that involves elements
from the periodic table. Every atom in the
universe vibrates, but we as humans, can-
not hear that vibration. In the creative mind
of Zamfirescu, he has put into painting how
these elements, these atoms would look
and sound when being played as a frequen-
cy generator in a musical instrument. The
beauty of it is also the fact in every paint-
ing there is a hand of real musician.

What does the future hold for the gallery?
According to Dumitru, there is so much po-
tential to tap in to. There are potential gar-
den tours and interactive art tours for kids.
One suggestion that we discussed was the
possibility of an art show that includes art,
music, poetry and film.

I could go on about this remarkable
place, but it needs to be seen in person to
appreciate all of Zamfirescu’s creations.

“The goal of art and the goal of our gal-
lery is to open new horizons, to help the
viewer see inside the mind of an artist, in
this case a living artist. Art is open to inter-
pretation, which makes it even more inter-
esting because its meaning can differ from
one person to the next, depending on how
it is viewed.” Said Dumitru.

Not only is seeing Zamfirescu’s creations
inspiring, but the knowledge also that Du-
mitru has when running a tour is very in-
spiring. Be prepared to learn a lot. Not only
will you learn about the past, but you will
also open your mind to the future.

Food Bank

CHRIS WHELAN

Paris Shops Poker Run for the

Editor

The rumble of high-octane engines
and the gleam of polished chrome are
coming to town as the Paris Shops Poker
Run prepares to take over the roads on
Saturday, September 19th. Rain or shine,
vehicle lovers from across the region will
gather in Paris, Ontario, turning a shared
passion for motor culture into direct sup-
port for a critical local cause, the Paris
Food Bank. The event embraces every
corner of the garage. Pristine European
tuners, roaring muscle cars, vintage hot
rods, custom trucks, and motorcycles of
every shape and size will stand side by
side. If it has wheels and you are proud
to drive it, it belongs in the lineup.

The adventure begins long before
the ignitions turn on Saturday morn-
ing. Drivers start by securing their spot
online through a quick, two-minute
pre-registration at parisrun.ca. Bright
and early on event day, participants head
straight to the registration desk to check

in, submit their twenty-dollar cash entry
fee, and collect their official numbers.
At 9:00 AM, the first wave of engines
roars to life as vehicles roll out onto the
open road. Drivers receive their secret
route on the morning of the event, guid-
ing them through a curated tour of local
shops tucked inside Paris and neighbor-
ing communities. At each stop, partici-
pants grab a playing card, steadily build-
ing their five-card hand as they navigate
the countryside. By early afternoon, the
convoy makes its way back to home
base to reveal their final hands. Friend-
ly rivalries will settle over who drew the
winning hand, alongside awards for Peo-
ple’s Choice and local community priz-
es. As the final engines switch off, the
grill fires up shortly after noon, bringing
drivers, neighbors, and supporters to-
gether for a classic community barbecue
to wrap up a day built on good rides and
local pride. Drivers looking to join the
pack can secure their spot today at paris-
run.ca or contact organizers directly at
interested@parisrun.ca.
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Roller Skating, St. George Memories, and a Lesson

in Humble Pie
STONES

Around Town
By Jeff Johnston (a.k.a. Stones)

Well, here we are the Paris Fair is right around the corner,
school is back in session, and if you’ve noticed lately, it’s
getting darker earlier, plus that partial eclipse! Something is
definitely in the air. I even met Ben Kubelski recently, who
turned out to be quite the character.

I went out for a bike ride the other day, and the young
kid across the street nailed me when he asked why I wasn't
wearing a helmet. He had me dead to rights! I bobbed, I
weaved and did a little Ali-style "rope-a-dope," but I had
nothing. I acknowledged his question, but after a generous
helping of humble pie, all I could offer was, "Well, I'm over
18!"

Ten minutes later, I was off on my ride, and the next thing
you know, I caught a rut in the gravel on Elm Street and
wiped out. Mel happened to show up and helped me to my
feet, but I’ve got a cartoon-sized big toe to show for it now.
I’ll live, but since we can pave West Broadway, can we
please pave the 60-foot patch of gravel on Elm Street? Or at
least give the folks there an idea of when it might happen?

The silver lining was running into a friend I first met back
in the day while roller skating out in St. George. It seemed
like all roads led to the village at different times in our youth.
Margie, a retired literature professor who just moved back
to the area, is even going to help me with my Longfellow!

The road to St. George was never a direct route, especially
on roller skates, with Sue G. spinning the hottest vinyl and
taking song requests. The St. George Arms remains one of
my absolute favorite stops: great food, a wonderful patio,
and quite the cast of characters. Whether it’s Karl, Tim, or
Rob manning the bar, you need a bit of thick skin because
those boys are witty! I almost always spot Lisa Foulds when
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I’m in there, too.

From gravel pit parties and the artesian well at the Le-
gion, to the Legion itself, there is so much to see and do in
the village. They tell me Jason over at the hardware store
is the man to know, so making his acquaintance is my next
mission, I know the Drongkowski's Farm Market and Deli
and I love it there.

Why, a few of us even played NBC hockey out that way
for a few years representing The Kalico, and it was a blast.
In my eyes, St. George has the best arena and ball parks in
the county, and the hall at the rink is top-notch. Well done
to everyone in the village for always supporting one anoth-
er. Apple Fest is always fantastic and keeps getting more
popular, and let’s not forget Howell’s Orchards. Plus, there's
always a classic PDHS story floating around, like the leg-
endary prank by "BR Triple III."

There was just something magical about roller skating out
there. A bunch of us would even boot it down Highway 24
before catching a ride. It gave us a chance to stay connected
and keep in touch, especially during the summer. I remem-
ber the Sharp buses going right past us, atta be John, Bill,
and family! A tip of the hat to Sharpie and Shawna for all
the good deeds they do quietly behind the scenes.

There are so many great folks out that way: Martin and
Penny, Don and Julie, and Bev R., who is always smiling.
Depending on which route you take, you’re bound to run
into a McComb or a Rosebrugh along the way. A special
hello to Peter, it's always good to see you, my friend, and
always with a smile. Brantwood Farms is right on the way,
t0o.

I’ve traveled Mud Road (went down it once years ago!),
Branchton Road, Cheese Factory Road, and let’s not for-
get Harrisburg. Keep in mind, they were playing women's
hockey out in St. George long before it was widely orga-
nized. Sandy Boyd, who is on the Wall of Fame, started her
career right there alongside other stars. I was there once and
witnessed a full bench brawl, sorry, but it was awesome to
see, and what a great ice pad!

There has always been a special kinship between our
communities, one I hope will always remain. Even with a
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little friendly ribbing as we grow together, it’s up to us to
welcome all newcomers and share in the St. George spirit.
We made lifelong friends there whom we’d see every day in
high school and beyond. And who could forget the local fish
fry? That’s always a community favorite.

Still, I have to tip my hat to Sue G. You had that place
rocking, Sue, and you made it a whole lot easier to ask a
girl to couple-skate, which is how I ended up asking Kelly!

My toe is healing up nicely now. A special hello to Steph-
anie, whom I met over at No Frills; I handed her a copy of
the paper with an innocent smile, ready to carry her grocer-
ies out Red & White style!

Before I go, I want to send out a few quick shout-outs.
Rest in peace to Mr. and Mrs. White, Ron Eddy, and Bob
and Scott Mason. I'd also like to wish a very happy birthday
to Billy B, Chopper, Maime, and Darlene Cox, as well as
a happy anniversary to Pat and Brenda Lewis. A big hel-
lo goes out to my buddy Rex, who is heading into Grade
3, and my neighbor Christopher, who is starting Grade 1,
wow, that really takes you back! Finally, I want to give a
tip of the hat to the Dick Emerson Golf Tournament (great
work, boys!) and the Cruickshank family tournament, both
of which showcased our community at its best with lots of
fun had by all.

If I’'ve left anything out regarding St. George, please
forgive me and feel free to pass along more tidbits or go-
ings-on. So yes, Bev R., just like there’s a Santa Claus, St.
George matters! It’s another amazing, amusing part of this
great County of Brant, and I'm proud to have kinfolk out
that way.

Please slow down when you're coming into the Flats on
Willow Street or coming in on East River Road. As some-
one who has been hit by a car, I can tell you it happens in the
blink of an eye. If my Dad were here, he’d be yelling "Slow
down!" Gordie-style. Remember, we may not always agree
on everything, but let's not lose friendships along the way.
Respect, kindness, and open discussion go a very long way.

All the best, folks, and don't forget to tip your waitresses!
I'm here all week, so call a cab, an Uber, or a friend, life is
too short to let it end prematurely. Smile, say hello, and if
thinking about roller skating in St. George brings back fond
memories for you like it does for me, then so be it.

As for Sue G.: keep loving Canning, keep on rocking, and
thanks for the memories, the great tunes, and for making it
easier to ask a girl named Kelly to skate.

The Paris
Independent

SUBMIT YOUR HELP WANTED,
ANNOUNCEMENTS OR
BUSINESS DIRECTORY ADS.

Email us at
info@theparisindependent.com
orcall 519-655-2341
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Homes of Heroes Honours the Veterans of the First World War

HOMES
of
HEROES

Discover Their Stories

NEIL EDWARDS

Paris Independent Contributor

Jairus Maus was born on February 1,
1880, in South Dumfries Township, the son
of Henry and Elizabeth Maus. He grew up
on a farm just north of Paris. Jairus attended
Maus School and Paris High School. Later
he went west to fill a responsible banking
position. He was working in Victoria, Brit-
ish Columbia when he enlisted with the
50th Regiment of the Gordon Highlanders
on November 7, 1914, placing him among
the first Canadians to volunteer during the
First World War. On arrival in England, he
was transferred to the 16th Battalion, the
Canadian Scottish Regiment.

Jairus was serving with the 16th during
the Battle of Langemarck. It was a major
phase of the Second Battle of Ypres and the
defining, legendary moment for the 16th
Battalion. Langemarck is in West Flan-
ders, Belgium, eight kilometers northeast
of Ypres. It was here, during the late-night
hours of April 22-23, 1915, that the battal-
ion engaged in one of the most famous and
costly actions in Canadian military history,
the counterattack on Kitchener's Wood.

On the afternoon of April 22, 1915, the
German Army released 160 tons of chlo-
rine gas near Langemarck. It was the first

time that lethal poison gas was used on a
massive scale. The toxic cloud decimat-
ed French colonial troops on the Canadi-
an left flank, causing the French to retreat
and leaving a catastrophic four-mile gap
in the Allied front line. The Germans were
poised to sweep through and capture Ypres.
To plug the gap, the 16th Battalion and the
10th Battalion (Calgary) were ordered to
launch a desperate, immediate counterat-
tack into Kitchener’s Wood, an oak plan-
tation near Langemarck that the Germans
had occupied. Without time for reconnais-
sance or artillery preparation, the two bat-
talions formed up in the dark. At 11:46 PM,
816 men stepped off into No Man's Land in
complete silence.

Halfway across, they hit a thick, wire-in-
terlaced hedge. As they used their rifle
butts to smash through it, German flares
illuminated the field, and devastating
machine-gun fire tore into their ranks.
Screaming and charging with fixed bayo-
nets, the Canadians broke into the wood,
overpowering the German defenders in
brutal, hand-to-hand combat and recaptur-
ing a British artillery battery. The 16th and
10th Battalions successfully cleared the
woods and dug in, blocking the German
advance. However, they remained heavily
exposed and vastly outnumbered. They en-
dured severe shelling and subsequent gas
attacks over the next several days before
finally being relieved.

The victory came at a horrific price.
When the roll call was taken the morning
after the initial charge, the 16th Battalion,
which had started with 816 men, had only
268 men left standing. This heroic sacrifice
at Langemarck forged the fierce reputation
of the Canadian Corps but resulted in a
staggering casualty rate of nearly 70% for
the battalion in a single night. The Allied

supreme commander, Marshal Ferdinand
Foch, later called this assault "the greatest
act of the war."

Jairus survived the battle, though he
wrote home that “it was a sad, sad roll
call.” The following day, supplies were
needed for the men and Jairus volunteered
to get them. He was caught by enemy fire
and received the severe gunshot wounds
that ultimately claimed his life. Jairus was
eventually taken to the 4th General Hospi-
tal in Lincoln, England where he suffered
for eight months. His mother and sister vis-
ited him there before his death on Decem-
ber 5, 1915. His body was brought back to
Paris and a public service was held in the
St. Paul’s Methodist (now United) Church.
The funeral was conducted by the 125th
Brant Battalion who honoured Jairus full
military honours. His selflessness in volun-
teering to look after his fellow soldiers af-
ter already surviving one of the war's most
terrifying battles himself is the defining ex-
ample of his heroic courage.

Private Jairus Alexander Maus is buried
in the Paris Plains Church Cemetery.

Homes of Heroes chose to honour the
courage and sacrifice of Jairus Maus for a
number of reasons. Our plan this past year
has been to research and tell the stories of
the men and women from Paris who served
in the First World War. Jairus Maus was an
easy choice to begin with because he was
one of the first to enlist in the war and one
of the first from Paris to lose his life. Also,
the same selfless heroism and sacrifice
shown by Jairus was shown by many of the
nearly 150 veterans of WW1 who we have
researched so far, even though we may
never know the details of many of those
veterans who fought and died.

Jairus also helps us to emphasize another
priority we set for ourselves this year. We

want to recognize that all of these veterans
did not come from the town of Paris alone
but from the greater Paris community, from
South Dumfries and Brant Townships, for
example. As you may already know, one
way that Homes of Heroes wants to honour
our veterans is to place a sign in front of
the homes where they once lived. The re-
sponse we received last fall from the Paris
community, especially from those current
homeowners who allowed us to place a
sign on their property, was gratifying. We
would also like to place signs where vet-
erans from the wider community lived as
well, but we do not know the addresses
where they lived. But we do know that the
memories of men and women in our farm-
ing communities are long, and so we are
reaching out to those residents, as well as
to people in Paris itself, to help us out.

If you know the addresses of any veter-
ans from the Paris community who served
in the military, not just from the First World
War but from any time in our history,
please let us know. Or if you have photos
or details of their lives that you can share,
please contact us at info@homesofheroes.
ca. With the invaluable assistance of re-
searchers at the Paris Museum, we have al-
ready uncovered upwards of 500 veterans
from the Paris community, but for some we
have precious few details. If you can help
to fill in those details, please reach out.
Also, if you have any questions about the
Homes of Heroes project, you can contact
us at the same email address. You can also
learn about us at our website www.home-
sofheroes.ca. And keep looking for our ar-
ticles in the Paris Independent. We will be
telling a new story of courage and sacrifice
ever other week until Remembrance Day.
Paris truly is a home of heroes. Help us to
tell their stories.

Receive Expense
Coverage of up to

$45,000

Help make a family's
dream come true.

Your generous gift can help
intended parents welcome the
baby they've been dreaming of.

Conitact s Today!
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SURROGACY *
IN CANADA ONLINE

&

Canadian Law Compliant
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(519) 527-2404
WWW.SUFrogacy.ca

sally@E@surrogacy.ca
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FREE
hearing tests and
consultations
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Quality Hearing Care For Less

Access to quality

hearing care 0@%

A NEW CLINIC
offering the latest
hearing technology

QUALITY
hearing solutions

forless

Proud to Bring a New Choice for Hearing Care to Paris

@226-493-0110 @ 1 Hartley Ave, Paris, ON
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Riddles

I’m found in December, but not
in January, February, or March.
What am 1?

The letter D

I’'m bought to be used, but I'm
thrown away after I’'m used.
What am 1?

A tissue

Sudoku

Sponsored by:

Paris o
Veterinary )CGlinic

PET OF
THE WEEK

-

KRIT2

Meet our Pet of the Week:
Kritz has been working on her fitness
in the pool at the Willowgrove Animal

Wellness Center, located in Princeton.
She had a previous knee injury and
is successfully building muscle while
learning to swim. Way to go Kritz! We are
proud of you!

Stay tuned for more heartwarming stories
every week from Paris Veterinary Clinic.
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Solutions on page 18
Legion®®
September Meat Draw Saturday
September 12
Paris Legion

2:00PM - 5:00PM
$5.00 gives THO chances towin on each draw

LIVE MUSIC

with Mark LaChapelle

Thankyou Paris Sobeys!! Licenses M3850536

Word Search
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STRAWBERRY
SUNFLOWER
SANDCASTLE
STARFISH
SUNSHINE
SCHOOLHOUSE
SCHOOLBOOK
SNOWFLAKE
SNOWSTORM
SEASHELL
SAILBOAT
SANDWICH
SPACESHIP
SUPERMARKET
SUPERHERO
SKATEBOARD
SKYSCRAPER
SCULPTURE
SCISSORS
SUITCASE
SLEEPWALK
STORYBOOK
SOMERSAULT
SPECTACULAR
SENSATIONAL
SIGNATURE
SCIENTIST
SAILING
SHELTER
SHERBET
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Wise Heating and A/C Ltd.

Serving Paris and area for over 70 years

lebing Heating & Excavating Inc.
Princeton, ON

WtT (melWII&Pmp Septic
Services | Bin Rentals  Directional Drilling

519-458-4488 | info@hunterplur

g.ca| wwwhunterplumbing.ca

PARIS CHAPEL AYR CHAPEL
519-632-8228

519-442-3061

wkfh@rogers.com | wmkippfuneralhome.com

BRANTFORD
GRANITE & QUARTZ

BG

519-442-1400 | 535-B PARIS RD, PARIS
WWW.BGQ.CA

PHARMACY

Harsfull s
gn_rr_n.g_a

50 Curtis Ave N, Paris
519-442-4422

: 519'_442'34:_51 Proudly Serving Paris & Area
info@wiseheating.ca for the past 40 years

FUNERAL HOME DECOR

FUNERAL HOME

Jason ]. Vernooy

Wi

Homemade Burger & Fries
ONLY $12 - Tuesdays

Dine-in with beverage purchase

CALL 519.442.2704
27 DUMFRIES ST, PARIS

\, COMFORT PLUS
« HEATING AND COOLING
Air Conditioning - Heating - Gas
Fireplaces « Indoor Air Quality « Air
Cleaners « Ventilation « Custom Ductwork
« Tankless Water Heaters - Maintenance
Plans  Installation and Services

24 Hour Service

Brantford - (519) 752-2250

166 Grant St., Brantford, ON N3R 4B9
info@comfortplusheatandcool.com

SAND & GRAVEL

Locally owned and operated by a proud
Canadian family since 1947

Hours of operation: Monday-Friday 7am-5pm

519-621-0771

LOCATED AT 1368 BEKE ROAD
CAMBRIDGE, ON N1R 585

MORE THAN JUST A PAINT STORE
MONDAY - SATURDAY 8 a.m - 3 p.m

ACCESS & PARKING AT BACK OF STORE

LLSON

ROOFING

* SALES
DECORATING
CENTRE

COULD]BE
YOUR'ADHERE!

CONIVASINYS
EORIVORE
INE@©)

42 Grand River St, North
519-442-3152

COMMUNITY HUB

25 Curtis Ave N., Paris

(Located in the Cowan Community Health Hub)

Tel: 519-750-1264

SUDOKU ANSWERS

NORTHVILLE
PHARMACY

Independently Owned Pharmacy
Serving Paris & Area Since 1998

300 Grand River Street N., Paris
Tel: 519-442-4283

Built around having what you need &
delivering the service you deserve.

MEMORIES AND MILESTONES

Share them with your local community.
Let us help create a meaningful
announcement:
info@theparisindependent.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

EMAIL TO INQUIRE INFO@THEPARISINDEPENDENT.COM

WANTED

I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca
Cola, Pepsi or any pop company. Brewery items
- Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc. Old radios and
gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches, old fruit
jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and
signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture.
If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact
me — 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE

Delicious Freezer Lamb. Grass-fed, pasture-raised
just outside Paris. Whole and half lambs, custom-
butchered near Simcoe. Available for pick-up in
October. Please e-mail ASAP for details and to reserve
yours: tricianunan@gmail.com

Cobblestone Masonry and Restoration - Now
offering Rumford fireplace wood stoves. The green
energy alternative. All inspected and to codes
Return on investment is 99% due to savings on
heating and cooking.

More information call Paul: 519-757-2574

1. Dove Carbon dioxide

2. Wright brothers 8. Mark Twain

3. Hand 9. Denial, anger,

4. Seven bargaining,
depression,

5. Ten acceptance

6. Blue,Black,White 10. Semisonic
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September 2 - September 8 2026

ARIES
Mar 21 - Apr 20

Fresh energy surrounds you,
Aries. A new opportunity brings
motivation and confidence.
Stay positive—it encourages progress and
exciting possibilities ahead.

TAURUS
Apr 21 - May 21

A sense of stability returns,
Taurus. A thoughtful choice
brings confidence and renewed
optimism. Trust yourself—it leads to steady
progress ahead.

GEMINI
May 22 - Jun 21

Fresh ideas inspire you, Gemini.
An unexpected conversation
opens new possibilities. Stay
curious—it encourages creativity and positive
change ahead.

CANCER
Jun 22 - Jul 22

©®

Comfort and harmony surround
you, Cancer. A meaningful
moment  strengthens  your
confidence. Follow your heart—it brings closer
connections and happiness ahead.

LEO
Jul 23 - Aug 23

O

Your hard work begins to shine,
Leo. A rewarding moment brings
recognition and confidence. Stay
focused—it opens exciting opportunities ahead.

VIRGO
Aug 24 - Sept 22

A positive change brings fresh
momentum, Virgo. Trust your
instincts—they  guide  you
toward progress and rewarding possibilities
ahead.

LIBRA
Sept 23 - Oct 23
Balance returns, Libra. A

welcome  opportunity  brings

renewed confidence and

optimism. Stay open—it creates meaningful
connections and positive progress ahead.

SCORPIO
Oct 24 - Nov 22

Your patience pays off, Scorpio.

A promising development brings

confidence and encouragement.

Believe in yourself—it leads to lasting progress
ahead.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23 - Dec 21

Adventure calls, Sagittarius. An
exciting opportunity brings fresh
enthusiasm and confidence.
Follow your instincts—it leads to memorable
experiences ahead.

CAPRICORN
Dec 22 - Jan 20

&

Your efforts begin to pay off,
Capricorn. A small victory
brings renewed confidence.
Stay focused—it moves you closer to an
important goal.

AQUARIUS

Jan 21 -Feb 18

Fresh inspiration arrives,
Aquarius. Trust your

creativity—it brings confidence
and meaningful progress ahead.

PISCES
Feb 19 - Mar 20

A pleasant surprise lifts your
spirits, Pisces. Trust your
feelings—they bring happiness
and strengthen meaningful connections.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

EMAIL TO INQUIRE INFO@THEPARISINDEPENDENT.COM

AYR-PARIS BAND
70™ ANNIVERSARY

CONCERT

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9™ CN;U_,* .
WALTER WILLIAMS AMPHITHEATRE || 4 ___‘:\' /[

LIONS PARK, PARIS

{.' f..

RVok

EPTEMBER 5 & 6

Afro-CariBrant Festival - returns to Lion's Park Paris for a free two-day celebration of
African, Caribbean, and Black culture. In its fourth year, this vibrant event continues to
celebrate the rich cultural contributions of African and Caribbean communities through
music, food, art, dance, and storytelling, welcoming thousands of attendees from across
the County of Brant, the City of Brantford, and surrounding regions. More information
available at www.afrocaribrantfestival.org.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

Brant County Men's Probus Club Meeting - The Brant County Men's Probus Club
meeting is on Tuesday, September 8th, 2026 at 10 AM at the Sherwood Restaurant 799
Colborne Street in Brantford. The Annual General Meeting will include several members'
presentations. New members are always welcome.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

Catholic Women's League Monthly Meeting - Wednesday, September 9th at 7 PM in
the Sacred Heart Parish Hall, 17 Washington Street, Paris.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

Brant Heritage Quilters Guild: - Will be holding their 1st monthly meeting of the
season on Thursday, September 10 at St. George United Church, 9 Beverly St., E. St.
George. Doors open at 6:15pm with meeting start time 8pm. New members welcome.
Cost for non-members $5/meeting.

‘

Women Inspiring Women Women’s Institute Meeting: - Kick off a fun and flexible
Fall with Jessica Pacey, Pilates expert and RMT on September 10th, 7-9pm. Pls note this
month’s meeting will be held at the Paris Curling Club.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 15, 22 & 29

Brant Men of Song Choir Practices - The Brant Men of Song will be holding their choir
practices on Tuesdays on September 8h, 15th, 22nd, and 29th at the First Baptist Church
70 West St., Brantford from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. New members are always welcome to
attend and enjoy some singing.

ATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

Brant For Nature's Annual Bird Walk- Kick off the fall season with Brant for Nature's
annual Bird Walk on Saturday, Sept. 12 at 8 a.m. at Waterworks Park in Brantford.
Participants of all experience levels are welcome to explore local birdlife and enjoy a
guided morning in nature. Register at brantfornature.ca.

UNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

Decoration Day and Memorial Service- at Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, in Mt. Pleasant, on
Sunday, September 13 at 2pm. Bring a lawn chair. A fellowship time will follow the
service. In case of rain, the service will be held at Mt. Pleasant United Church.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

Etonia Princeton United Church - 101 #2 Hwy. Etonia. Roast Beef Dinner (with pie and
refreshments) 5:00 to 6:30 p.m | Adults $25; children (12 and under) $6; preschoolers free
Tickets at the door. Takeout available. Wheelchair accessible.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

Knights of Columbus Monthly Meeting - on Tuesday, September 25th at 7:30 PM in the
Sacred Heart Parish hall at 17 Washington Street, Paris.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

8th Annual Heroes Walk and Roll Fundraiser -in support of Lansdowne Children’s
Centre at Brant Park, 119 Jennings Rd. Everyone is invited out to come together in support
of infants, children, and youth, facing communication, physical, and developmental
needs. The hero-themed event provides family-friendly entertainment, exciting activities,
accessible games, interactive experiences, and plenty of opportunities to celebrate our
favourite heroes. Learn more about how you can dress up, show up and participate at
https://www.lansdownecentre.ca’heroeswalkandroll.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

Grand River Women's Probus Club: grandriver.probuscanada.ca - invites semi-retired
and retired women to its monthly meeting on Monday, Sept. 28, from 10 a.m. to noon at
Best Western Hotel, 19 Holiday Dr., Brantford. Come for friendship, fellowship and an
interesting presentation by Robert Stanczyk, Curator of Bell Homestead. New faces are
always welcome! See the website for attendance details.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24

Oxford Philatelic Society Circuit Book (Stamp) Fair: Church of the Epiphany, 560
Dundas Street, Woodstock Ontario N4S 1C7. 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Free Admission
& Parking. Stop in and buy some stamps and meet fellow stamp collectors. About 8
participating stamp clubs. Contact: dheaton3e3@gmail.com. Website: http://www.rpsc.
org/chapters/oxford

‘

‘
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DANUBE RIVER PLUS PRAGEJE ' TROPICAL COSTA RICA
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150 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 210 Mill St., New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
519-284-2332 (. agent@stonetowntravel.com 226-333-9939 () newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
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