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Approximately 100 people took part in Wilmot Township’s National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Memorial Walk on Monday. Contributed
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Wilmot holds National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation Memorial Walk

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wilmot Township held its second
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation
Memorial Walk on Sept. 30.

The event was held in partnership with
the Wilmot Family Resource Centre,
Indigenous Women's Healing Circle and
Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary.

A release from Wilmot described the day
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as a somber gathering and an opportunity
for community members to come together
and deepen their understanding of the last-
ing and ongoing impacts of colonization
on First Nations, Métis and Indigenous
peoples in Canada.

Participants gathered at Schmidt Woods
and had the opportunity to participate in a
traditional smudging ceremony conduct-
ed by the Indigenous Women’s Healing
Circle before taking a self-guided walk.

%4 Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca

The path was lined with the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to
Action and oral storytelling.

Mayor Natasha Salonen emphasized the
importance of the memorial walk.

“The National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation is important for Canadians
to gather in community, further individual
learning and recommit to a path of under-
standing and action. I was encouraged to

Continued on page 2
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Chaos erupts at
meeting after region
releases crop-

destruction report
Contradictions over validity of NDA

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The attempt to acquire 770 acres of land
in Wilmot Township by the Region of
Waterloo for a future mega-industrial site
has reached a new level of confusion.

The release of a report on the controver-
sial destruction of 160 acres of corn on a re-
cently sold farm failed to provide the pub-
lic and elected officials with any detailed
information. Some councillors in the re-
gion were so disappointed they sent it back
to staff to take another stab at it. Council
also asked for a legal opinion on the status
of confidentiality obligations.

Kevin Thomason is a Wilmot resident
and part of the Fight for Farmland group.
He said the report didn’t answer a single
question and included none of the informa-
tion Salonen’s motion asked for.

“It had five or six very detailed points we
were hoping would be clarified and instead
we got a three-page report that said noth-
ing. Not only was that the message coming
from members of the public, but it was also
clear from a number of councillors.”

Wilmot Mayor Natasha Salonen, who put
the motion to table the report on the agenda
about two months ago, was one of them.

“I also was surprised by this report and I
appreciated and recognized the legal con-
text of some things that cannot be shared
in the open, however, even the fact that the
financial implications weren’t included in
this to me was pretty alarming.”

One of the most controversial parts of the

Continued on page 3

Member of Parliament
Kitchener-Conestoga

@ TimLouisKitCon



n Thursday, October 3, 2024

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

COMMUNITY —

National Day for Truth and Reconc1hat10n Memorlal Walk

Continued from page 1

see so many residents join us in honour-
ing the lived experiences and oral stories
of Indigenous peoples who continue to
live with the intergenerational impacts
of the residential school system and
colonization.”

She added all levels of government,
including municipalities, must continue
to address the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission's Calls to Action.

“The path to true reconciliation is a
long one; it will take everyone to address
the historic injustices committed against
Indigenous peoples and build a truly equi-
table future for all.”

Salonen said it was wonderful to see the
growth compared to the 2023 event.

“Last year, we had between 20 to 30
people, so to see 100 this year was fantas-
tic. People are interested in both learning
and taking part in a day of mourning for
Indigenous peoples. ... It was great to see
people wanting to gather for that.”

She explained the most interesting por-
tion of the day may have been when the
formal portion was done and people just
stood around and talked.

“After the walk, refreshments were
available and a few booths with the public
library, ecumenical working group and we
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had a sacred fire. But it was the conver-
sations I had with people and the ones I
overheard.”

Salonen said one of the stories she read
to the crowd was “Phyllis’s Orange Shirt,”
which led to an interesting chat.

“A little girl was asking her mom why
her shirt was taken away. She was proba-
bly kindergarten age and it’s great to get to
hear and see people reflecting on and ques-
tioning what they were learning to gain a
deeper understanding.”

She added many people made it obvi-
ous they were interested in learning more
by putting library resources on hold to be
picked up at a later date.

“We are getting to see the impact and
hear community conversations happen. It
really shows how much of a success the
day was. The only negative thing I heard
was all the mosquitos,” joked Salonen,
who added many people were both moved
and surprised by how impactful emotion-
ally their experiences were.

With this year’s event in the books,
Salonen’s attention turns to planning for
2025 and she already has a few ideas on
how to make the day even better thanks to
feedback, which will include education on
the Calls to Action.

“A lot of people didn’t even realize all
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Partlclpants in orange shlrts walk through Schmidt Woods during Wllmot Townshlp s sec-
ond National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Memorial Walk on Sept. 30, reflecting on the
lasting impact of colonization on Indigenous communities.Contributed photo

the calls that exist. Many wondered what
kind of movement has been made on them
and next year, I think we are going to try
and look at trying to incorporate a way to
update which calls have been acted on and
in what capacity.”

She added there were a few parents at
this week’s event a little concerned about

presents
Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel
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Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
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the age-appropriateness of the materi-
als being presented, but their fears were
quickly put to rest.

“All stories and content were geared
towards kindergarten to Grade 8 age, but
much like a Disney movie, there are other
meanings for all age levels, but it made it
very appropriate for any age to come.”

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796
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Confusion over Wilmot Township
land acquisition and NDA Issues

Continued from page 1

entire land acquisition in the township is,
according to staff at Wilmot and the region,
that a non-disclosure agreement (NDA) ex-
ists, meaning no one can discuss the ma-
jority of the details in a public setting. The
details to date have only been brought up
behind closed doors at in-camera meetings.

One question the Gazette has asked but
has not been answered is who at each mu-
nicipality was responsible for signing an
NDA and where the documents originat-
ed from. That information has remained
secret.

A heated debate at last week’s meeting
started when Coun. Rob Deutschmann
questioned if an NDA was still in place.

“What document are we talking about
that has subjected us to confidentiality at
this point? I would have expected at a mini-
mum that this report would have had details
of any discussions we had with the province
regarding this corn. That, at a minimum, I
would have expected in here because the
NDA no longer applies and we’re not sub-
ject to that.”

He summed up his request by asking any-
thing not specific be made more specific.

“Who was the Biofuel company? Who
were the farmers who asked about it? Who
are the farmers that came (to plough the
corn down) and how much did we pay them
for the work they did? That’s not subject to
any confidentiality agreement. That should
be for the people to hear.”

Regional chair Karen Redman responded
by asking Deutschmann what the logic was

behind his request.

“We are going down this rabbit hole
again. If someone approached me and I am
farmer ‘X’ and I don’t want to do ‘Y,” why
would I think that would show up in a pub-
lic document?”

After Deutschmann responded with,
“Why would you not,” Redman suggested
the region may not have taken the lead on
the destruction of the crop.

“It’s an interaction between someone who
approached me, not necessarily the region.
I know we worked very closely with the
Township of Wilmot staff,” Salonen said.

Deutschmann, an attorney by trade,
wasn’t satisfied with Redman’s answer.

“Did the parties have a discussion saying
don’t disclose my name? Is staff going to
say we talked to some people and not to
disclose their names? Did we sign NDAs
with these individuals? No.”

The Gazette asked Thomason if he con-
sidered the chaos at the meeting a win for
those against the land acquisition since
some councillors are beginning to lose
patience with the behind-closed-doors
process.

“They don’t even know if they have an
NDA and the questions councillors had
were embarrassing to the region. It didn’t
show that they knew what was going on and
it didn’t show they were aware. It reflected
the chaos of this entire land assembly.”

Thomason said he fully believes the prov-
ince is calling all the shots and the region is
being dragged along.

“In the end, it's not at all what anyone
wants or needs,” he said.

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF

Mayor Natasha Salonen welcomes
Emmanuel at Brighton child care
expansion to Wilmot Township

thewtgazette@gmail.com

Emmanuel at Brighton Child Care
Centre has announced it has secured a
new location in Baden.

Emmanuel at Brighton is a not-for-
profit organization with deep roots in
Waterloo Region and a strong commit-
ment to forest and nature-based early
childhood education. This expansion
means families in Wilmot Township and
beyond will have increased access to
quality, non-profit child-care services.

“We are thrilled to see this childcare
expansion, which will address the grow-
ing demand for accessible, high-quality
childcare in Wilmot Township,” Mayor
Natasha Salonen said in a press release.

“The addition of this trusted non-prof-
it organization, known for its forest and
nature-focused approach, will be a true
asset for our community, benefiting chil-
dren and families for years to come.

“It’s clear that the transition of owner-
ship of the school at 3601 Sandhills Rd.
from Camino Wellbeing + Mental Health
to Emmanuel at Brighton is rooted in
both organizations’ commitment to sup-
porting Waterloo Region children and
families.”

Wilmot Township extends a warm wel-
come to Emmanuel at Brighton and cele-
brates the positive impact their presence
will bring to the community. The Baden
Emmanuel at Brighton Child Care Centre
location is set to open in Fall 2025.
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Photos from Wellesley’ S Apple Butter and Cheese Festlval

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

The town of Wellesley and, in fact, the whole township
area and beyond came alive on Saturday during the an-
nual Wellesley Apple Butter and Cheese (ABC) Festival.

Those in search of pancakes with local maple syrup for
breakfast and anyone looking for cheese and apple prod-
ucts weren’t disappointed as the ABC festival enjoyed
beautiful weather and large crowds.

Pictured are highlights from the parade and the day
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The Wellesley Fall Fair ambassadors — junior ambassador Manni Hayer and Katie Musselman - are chauffeured by Welles-
ley’s Calvin Schmidt in the ABC Festival parade Sept. 28. Photos by Wendy Richardson
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Learning the volunteer’s role in pain and symptom
management in hospice

GARY WEST

Gazerte Correspondent

There are many volunteers in the
Stratford, St. Marys and Perth County ar-
eas who do tremendous work in various
facets of life.

One of these would be with the Rotary
Hospice Stratford-Perth.

Last week, the area hospice volunteer
group, meeting at the Optimist Hall in
Shakespeare, heard from hospice clini-
cal resource nurse Stacey Hallahan about
the volunteer’s role in pain and symptom
management in hospice.

The objectives include recognizing the
unique experience of pain, recognizing the
impact and importance of pain manage-
ment, understanding the volunteer’s role
in identifying and reporting pain, and rec-
ognizing various comfort measures that a
volunteer can perform.

The discussion surrounded what pain is
and what pain means to individuals.

The group learned that symptom man-
agement is addressing not just pain, but
also other discomforts to improve quality
of life.

Hallahan said the hospice volunteer’s
role is crucial in observing, reporting and
supporting individual clients and residents.

She also reviewed what total pain means.
It includes four sections of physical, psy-
chological, spiritual and social pain.

The group discussed how each of these
could impact someone’s pain and, when

someone expresses his or her pain in one
way, it may be due to one of these factors.

Discussion also ensued about com-
mon symptoms of pain and how to notice
non-verbal cues for pain.

“Everyone experiences pain differently,
and just because two people experience
the same situation, that does not mean
they are feeling the same level of pain,”
Hallahan said.

“This is important to understand when
supporting residents and their families,
as it reminds everyone to be empathetic
and considerate of each person’s unique
experiences.”

The volunteer role in pain and symptom
management is to observe, communicate
and then support. That support could be in
a variety of ways, including pillows, light-
ing, warm blankets, engaging in reading or
music and being a calm presence for each
individual.

Volunteers also need to know their limits
and to ask for help when they are unsure
of a situation, while reporting any sudden
changes in pain levels, symptoms, confu-
sion or agitation of the patient to the reg-
istered staff.

The Rotary Hospice of Stratford-Perth is
now in its fifth year coming to the aid of
individuals and families.

For more information, contact Hallahan
at 519-508-4900 ext. 551. More informa-
tion can be found at www.rotaryhospice.
ca.

Pictured from left are Rotary Hospice Stratford-Perth social worker Jaclyn Turpin, hospice
clinical resource nurse Stacey Hallahan and hospice volunteer coordinator Katie O’Dono-

van. Photos by Gary West
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Clinical resource nurse Stacey Hallahan talks to the group of hospice volunteers in Shake-
speare last week on their important and unique role helping those families in their home
environment and in the Rotary Hospice Stratford-Perth facility at 80 Greenwood Dr.

ADVERTISE
WITEH US

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Take your business
to the next level!

WE CAN HELP!

Contact Sharon Leis

Call 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL sharonbleis@gmail.com | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM




n Thursday, October 3, 2024 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

COMMUNITY —

Winners from Wellesley Fall Fair Scarecrow
Competition

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

At Wellesley Fall Fair time, a scarecrow committee
consisting of Michelle Thompson, Wendy Richardson
and Kari Hoffman put the word out for area residents to
get involved in the annual scarecrow competition.

There were five categories including a high-school cate-
gory, business category, traditional category, most-colour-
ful category and the best fair-theme-related category.

Shown below are the winners in each category. The
organizers were very happy to have 32 scarecrows reg-
istered, making this year the second-largest Scarecrow
Trail, the largest being the very first year of the competi-

Denim £ ploid
Let's Turnip'ﬂ'"'
Beet in 2024

The scarecrow judged the most colourful was from Peter
and Gayle Draper of St. Clements.

’ . ! ] ' | This scarecrow is from Wellesley District Public School,
: which had its own competition. Teacher Jason Hambleton

organized for eight scarecrows to be created and displayed

within the school. The scarecrow pictured was the winner.

The best theme-related scarecrow was from Gordon and

r_ﬁv:.?;l_ﬁ’.'" e T N ] B :l..*:.. P . ] ..;-'-'._.':;._. A _.'_ ; ."___;'":'._'-_-' -_:,s-.::- frar :
The scarecrow judged the best in the business category was from Millers Stone in Heidelberg. Cameron Bast from Wellesley.
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Heidi Danen a gift to the Ambassador Competition
for 14 years at the Stratford Fall Fair

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Recognition of area do-gooders is what
local newspapers are all about, and a
young, energetic Tavistock woman fits that
description to a tee.

Heidi Danen, whose home 1is in
Sebastopol on the northern edge of
Tavistock, was honoured recently by
members and guests of the Stratford
Agricultural Society and fall fair during
the fair’s opening night Sept. 19.

Following 14 years of guiding and chair-
ing the fair’s Ambassador Competition,
she has decided to announce her retire-
ment from a job she says she has certainly
enjoyed.

With emotion in her voice, she said “it
has been an incredible opportunity to get
to know so many young adults and be
there during their ambassador journey.”

“The ambassador program has served as
a second family to me, both in Stratford
and across the province at different agri-
cultural events. It was a tough decision to
step back, but it was time to offer this ex-
perience to someone new”’.

with us]

She said her decision was made easier
knowing Amanda Gray-Eve, who was a
fall fair ambassador in Stratford in 2014,
will be just as passionate about leading the
program as she has been.

Danen wanted to thank the agricultural
society, the ambassador program and all
the lifelong friends throughout the prov-
ince she made along the way.

Danen, who also co-chaired the very
successful Stratford Fall Fair in 2024
and was, herself, the Tavistock Fall Fair
Ambassador in 1996, has encouraged
many young adults in the Tavistock and
Stratford communities to get involved
“with an experience they will never
forget.”

Denen was raised on her parents, Bart
and Gerry Danen’s dairy farm east of
Tavistock on the 16th line in Oxford
County’s East Zorra Township, where
her brother Jack, sister-in-law Jane and
their family continue the dairy farming
tradition.

It is interesting to note that Heidi Danen’s
nieces have all participated and done well
in the ambassador competitions for both
the Tavistock and Stratford fall fairs.

We are looking to fill these

volunteer positions

Heidi Danen (second from the right) was always praised by the young adults who entered
the Stratford Fall Fair Ambassador Competition. She was flanked after announcing her re-
tirement at this year’s competition by, from left, 2024 runner-up Marissa Van Straaten, 2024
ambassador Marshall MaCannell, and 2023 ambassador Faith Knechtel. Photo by Gary West
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New Hamburg Legion to
launch Poppy Campaign
in late October

SCOTT DUNSTALL

Gazette Correspondent

Poppy Campaign season is fast
approaching.

Since its adoption in 1921, the pop-
py has become widely recognized as the
symbol of Remembrance, with the Royal
Canadian Legion managing its distribution
in communities across Canada. In Wilmot,
the Poppy Campaign is organized by the
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 532, New
Hamburg. Starting Oct. 25, poppy box-
es will be placed in local businesses and
community spaces, with the wearing of
poppies continuing until Nov. 11.

The funds generated during the cam-
paign will go to provide immediate assis-
tance to servicemen and women that are
in need. This may include food, shelter or
medical attention for them or their fami-
lies. Locally, much of the funding raised
also goes to:

*  Educational bursaries

»  Comforts for veterans in hospital.

*  Community medical appliances

*  Medical research

*  Medical training specific to veterans

»  Awards for local students competing

in the annual poetry and poster com-
petitions that has Remembrance as
the subject matter.

In 1931, thanks to the efforts of the
Royal Canadian Legion, the Canadian
government enacted the Armistice Day
Act, establishing Nov. 11 as a day to hon-
our those "who gave their lives that free-
dom might prevail." Thirty-nine years lat-
er, in 1970, the Holiday Act was passed,

officially recognizing Remembrance Day

as a national holiday alongside others.
Canada lost 711,500 lives in the two

major wars of the 20th century. The table

World War ONE TWO
Participants 628,736 | 1,081,865
Men 624,218 | 1,031,902
Women 4,518 49,963
Died 66,573 | 44,927
Taken Prisoner | 2,818 8,271

below highlights our nation's participation
and losses in each conflict:

Every year, the New Hamburg Legion
runs the Poppy Campaign leading up to
Remembrance Day on Nov. 11. This year,
a memorial parade and service will take
place at the New Dundee Cenotaph on
Nov. 4. On Nov. 11, a memorial parade
will be held in New Hamburg, featuring a
moment of reflection at the New Hamburg
Cenotaph followed by a full service at the
New Hamburg Arena. A reception and fel-
lowship will be held afterwards at the New
Hamburg Legion in the main hall.

A special feature this year will be the
Tudor Squadron 822 Cadets, who will
stand guard at the New Hamburg Cenotaph
from 8 p.m. on Nov. 10 until 10 a.m. on
Now. 11.

At this time of year, please take a mo-
ment to reflect on the sacrifices that have
been made for our freedom and the protec-
tion of our families and consider wearing

a poppy.

Donations collected during the Poppy Campaign help provide immediate support to veter-
ans and active service members in need. Legion.ca photo

Intact Insurance
donates $2,500 to TAP

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

There was a cheque presentation last
week in Tavistock that will surely make a
difference in the lives of those in need in
the Hickson, Tavistock and Shakespeare
areas.

Tavistock Assistance Program (TAP)
and program director Angie Brenner
accepted a $2,500 cheque from Intact
Insurance representatives at the Zehr
Insurance office in Tavistock.

Brenner says the money couldn’t have
come at a better time, with kids back at
school and with the Christmas season just
around the corner.

John Clifford, business development
manager for Intact Insurance, said the
company continues to support local char-
ities, in this case through their partner,
Tavistock’s Zehr Insurance Brokers and
branch manager Kurtis Waymouth.

The company presented TAP with the
same donation last year and hopes to be
able to do the same in the future.

Intact Insurance representatives presented a $2,500 donation to the Tavistock Assistance
Program (TAP) last week. Pictured from left are Zehr Insurance Tavistock branch manag-
er Kurtis Waymouth, Intact business development manager John Clifford, TAP program
director Angie Brenner and Intact Insurance senior underwriter Chaney Aitcheson. Photo
by Gary West
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HPCDSB education director announces retirement next year

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

While it’s never easy to say goodbye,
Huron Perth Catholic District School
Board (HPCDSB) director of education
Chris Roehrig feels the time is almost right
to put a period at the end of his long career
in education.

Roehrig, who has served as director of
education at HPCDSB since 2019 and
served in the same capacity with the Brant
Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District
School Board (BHNCDSB) for seven
years before that, recently announced his
upcoming retirement on Feb. 24, 2025. He
will depart the school board as one of the
longest-serving directors of education in
Ontario.

“I’ve been told by folks you know when
it’s time and I think I came across that,”
Roehrig said. “For our system, we just
launched a new strategic plan; I'm feel-
ing the list of things I wanted to knock off
when [ started is either complete or down
to the final stroke. So, it’s time. I’'m excit-
ed about what’s next. It’s really less about
what I’'m leaving behind and more about
what [ want to accomplish next.

“It’s a been a long career. It’s been
30-some-odd years, so [’'m ready.”

Feb. 24, 2025, is a date of particular
importance for Roehrig as it will be 31
years to the day since he was first hired

as a full-time teacher in 1994 at St. David
Catholic Secondary School in Waterloo.
But his teaching career began six years
before that when, as a 19-year-old student
at St. Jerome’s University (University of
Waterloo), he began working as an uncer-
tified supply instructor at Catholic schools
in Waterloo Region.

After leaving St. David, Roehrig taught
at St. Benedict Catholic Secondary School
in Cambridge and Resurrection Catholic
Secondary School in Kitchener before
serving as vice principal at St. Anne’s
Catholic Secondary School in Clinton and
St. Mary’s in Goderich between 2001 and
2008. In 2008, he was appointed superin-
tendent of education at BHNCDSB before
being promoted to director four years later.

“Any of our system accomplishments
are really a result of the people around
me,” Roehrig said. “I can’t take credit for
them alone. The (HPCDSB) system’s had
several accomplishments in the last five
and a half years; among them is our work
in student achievement. We’ve positioned
the board into the top-20 per cent in the
province in EQAO results and our grad
rates are super high, so we’re really proud
of that.”

Though it was an initiative pushed for-
ward by necessity during the COVID-19
pandemic, Roehrig said he’s proud of
the board’s efforts in incorporating in-
formation and computer technology into

everyday classroom learning, including
the deployment of Chromebook laptops
with every student across the board.

“There’s ubiquitous access to technolo-
gy,” he said. “COVID, which was anoth-
er thing altogether, really accelerated and
organized (education technology). We had
to really bear down on work with our in-
frastructure and some of the back-end stuff
to really make sure the work we did during
COVID went as smoothly as possible. I’'m
quite, quite proud of that.”

While Roehrig said he will miss both
the people he’s worked with and the ev-
eryday interactions with the communities
he serves that he became accustomed to
over the past three decades, he’s looking
forward to having more time on his hands
to read the mountain of books he’s been
meaning to read over the last number of
years, dedicate some time to self-discov-
ery and soul-searching, and decide what’s
next for him in this new chapter.

“We are grateful for Chris’ experience,
vision and faithful leadership during
his role as our director of education,”
HPCDSB board of trustees chair Mary
Helen Van Loon in a press release. “He has
been both guide and anchor through some
very difficult, challenging times within
the board and the greater community. His
passion and dedication to faith formation
and excellence in student achievement
can only be matched by his love for our

Huron Perth Catholic District School Board
director of education Chris Roehrig will re-
tire from his position on Feb. 24, 2025. Con-
tributed photo

Huron-Perth system. It has been a pleasure
and an honour to work alongside him.”
Though he says the expectations for
our school systems and the accountability
of those who work within those systems
are much higher than they were when he
first started teaching, Roehrig believes the
HPCDSB is in an excellent position to
continue improving its service to students
and their families now and in the future.
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New Dundee WI members attend Federated Women’s
Institutes of Canada 23rd triennial conventlon in Truro, N.S.

NANCY BIRSS
New Dundee WI

The Federated Women’s Institutes of
Canada (FWIC) is alive and well and put-
ting forth resolutions to improve health
care and justice in Canada.

Over 160 Women'’s Institute (WI) mem-
bers from across the country met in Truro,
N.S. in mid-September with the aim of
“Sailing into the Future with a Recipe for
Success” to work towards strengthening
our organization and improving issues in
health care nationwide. We also elected
our new FWIC president, Lynn MacLean
from Nova Scotia, and said a huge thank
you to past president Margaret Byl from
Ontario, who led us through the covid
years and managed to very successfully
keep us all on track.

Two members of the New Dundee
Women’s Institute attended the Truro con-
vention, Eleanor Berry and myself. Berry
has been to several FWIC conventions
over the years, while this was my first
FWIC triennial convention. It was won-
derful to meet new friends from across
Canada and reconnect with friends who at-
tended the International Triennial ACWW

Southern Ontario Support (SOS) members who attended FWIC Convention in Truro, N.S.
last month. Contributed photo

(Associated Country Women of the World)
Convention last May in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.

The FWIC passed several resolu-
tions focusing on streamlining Canada’s
health-care system and will be submitted
to the Government of Canada: that the
Government of Canada establish a federal
accreditation program which will certify
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and make Canadian trained family doctors
eligible to work in any province across
Canada to practice medicine under one na-
tional license to practice.

A second resolution aimed at getting
foreign trained doctors, be they Canadians
who studied abroad or immigrant trained
doctors who have all trained to Canadian
standards, to be eligible to practice in
Canada under one national license sooner
rather than later.

Again, addressing national health care
and the lack of family doctors across the
country, it was passed that FWIC request
that Canada establish a federal accred-
itation program and Canadian students
studying abroad be granted greater access
to residency training programs in Canada
to encourage them to return to Canada to
practice medicine.

Sexual assault of women especially was
another topic of discussion and resolution.
The British Columbia WI women put for-
ward resolutions which were passed and

focused on provincial standardized train-
ing of forensic nurses across Canada, cre-
ate a national forensic nursing bursary and
federal funding to support forensic nurses
so that more can be trained and more quick-
ly available for sexual assault victims after
assault has taken place. Also passed was
a resolution to initiate a women’s advo-
cacy and awareness campaign to increase
the knowledge of this public-health crisis
across Canada.

One last successful resolution aimed at
federal correctional institutions replacing
needle exchange with safe injection sites.

I am so very proud to be part of this WI
organization (with the motto “WI Cares”)
in addressing these very difficult issues
Canada wide.

FWIC is a member society (as are all
provincial WIs) of the international orga-
nization Associated Country Women of the
World (ACWW) comprising over 9 mil-
lion members around the world from over
80 countries. Member women’s groups
may be Women’s Institutes or women’s
advocacy or agricultural societies in dif-
ferent countries.

Aspresident of Southern Ontario Support
(SOS) and coordinator to ACWW, our lo-
cal SOS society aims to also spread the
word and assist with women’s advocacy
around the world by virtue of our number
of members (thus increasing worldwide
women’s representation with ACWW’s
consultative status at the UN), and we are
also fundraising to support this worldwide
advocacy and projects of sustainable de-
velopment for women. Proceeds of our
sales of handmade soap and roasted hazel-
nuts will go directly to ACWW.

Please reach out if you are interested in
any level of WI/SOS/ACWW for more in-
formation and to support our cause. All are
welcome.
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SWPH accepting Nurse-Family Partnership
referrals to support first-time parents

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Southwestern Public Health (SWPH) is
launching a new, free program this fall. It
aims to support those experiencing finan-
cial or social hardships who are preparing
to become first-time parents.

The Nurse-Family Partnership will pair
clients with a public-health nurse until
their child reaches two years of age. The
service aims to promote healthy practices
during pregnancy, develop safe and nur-
turing parenting skills, provide guidance
on accessing community resources and
teach essential life skills such as budgeting
and stress management.

“Our goal is to empower young parents
by providing them with the knowledge
and resources they need to give their child
a healthy start in life,” said SWPH pub-
lic-health nurse Kayla Rooke.

To be eligible, individuals must be 24
years or younger, pregnant with their
first child, 28 weeks pregnant or less,
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experiencing social or financial hardship
and residing in Oxford County, Elgin
County or the City of St. Thomas.

“It is completely cost-free. If some-
one was eligible and enrolled in the pro-
gram, they would be connected with a
public-health nurse who would provide
in-home visits. With that, we can meet
the family where they are at,” explained
Rooke.

“It is unique because we can eliminate
those transportation barriers.”

The initiative supplies soon-to-be and
new parents with health-teaching infor-
mation and it adheres to a clinical model
which guides its implementation.

“There are core competencies, howev-
er, we are able to take that program con-
tent and customize it to meet each cli-
ent’s needs. Every family is going to have
unique needs or different areas where they
are looking for support. We really want to
follow the client’s heart's desire. They are
the experts of their own lives,” said Rooke.

She explained the new program, while

different from the Healthy Babies Healthy
Children program, does work hand in hand
with it.

“The scope (of that program) is wider in
terms of who is eligible to enroll. Parents
can sign up even if they have multiple chil-
dren. Healthy Babies Healthy Children is
for prenatal care during the post-par-
tum period and during early childhood
development.”

Rooke explained the program has three
main goals — improving pregnancy out-
comes, enhancing child health and devel-
opment and supporting parental life core
skills.

“The nurse is going to work closely with
the clients to identify personal as well as
parenting goals and by the end, they can
move forward independently. We aren’t
necessarily providing financial support
directly, however we are able to connect
them with different resources in the com-
munity that may be able to support them
with that.”

Other goals include having new parents

NISSAN

CLEAROUT

2024 SENTRA

QUALIFYING NISSAN OWNERS
MAY RECEIVE UP TO

*500

IM LOYALTY BOMNUS.

Missan Canada in

engage in healthy practices during preg-
nancy, learn how to build a strong network
of support, gain access to other community
resources that support the parent and baby
and build life skills such as budgeting and
managing parenting-related stress

The Nurse-Family Partnership is an ev-
idence-based home-visiting program de-
signed to enhance the health, wellbeing,
and self-sufficiency of first-time parents
and their babies. Originating in the United
States over 40 years ago, it has expanded
globally and is currently implemented in
eight countries, including Canada, where
it operates in Ontario, Nova Scotia and
British Columbia.

The program is funded jointly by the
Ministry of Children, Community and
Social Services and local municipalities. It
will continue as long as the funding part-
ners are on board.

For more information or to begin enroll-
ing, visit www.swpublichealth.ca/en/my-
health/nurse-family-partnership.aspx  or
call 1-800-922-0096.
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Wilmot Family Resource Centre hosts 30th annual
Poor Boys Luncheon fundraiser

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

In a tradition that goes back three de-
cades, the Wilmot Family Resource Centre
hosted its annual Poor Boys Luncheon to
raise money for its programs and services.

Held this year at the New Hamburg
Community Centre on Sept. 26, the lun-
cheon is the family resource centre’s larg-
est fundraiser of the year and features a
meal of wieners and beans and hotdogs
over both a lunch and dinner seating.

“We were thrilled to see our community
share a meal together and we are pleased
to see that our event has become part of a
tradition for so many people,” said Wilmot
Family Resource Centre communications
and events lead Amanda Humphreys.

“This is our largest fundraiser each
year,” said centre executive director Trisha
Robinson in a press release preceding the
event. “We rely on corporate sponsorships,
volunteers and attendees to help us raise as
much as we can to support the work we do
in the community.”

While the total raised was not avail-
able as of press time, Humphreys told the
Gazette this year’s event was supported by
65 local businesses, individuals or families

Attendees at the Wilmot Family Resource Centre’s 30th annual Poor Boys Luncheon are
served up a meal of wieners and beans and/or hotdogs. Photo by Sharon Leis

who either donated money as a sponsor or
donated goods and services to help make
the event possible.

She said more than 300 people attended
the Poor Boys Luncheon across both seat-
ings and nearly 80 volunteers stepped up
to make it possible, doing everything from
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serving wieners and beans, hotdogs and
drinks, bussing tables, setup and teardown,
decorating and helping in the kitchen.
“The money raised supports the program-
ming and services offered by the Wilmot
Family Resource Centre year-round,
including Early Years programming,

seniors’ programming and services such
as our food bank, free clothing cupboard,
Indigenous supports and family violence
prevention,” Humphreys said.

“The Wilmot Family Resource Centre
is proud to provide wrap-around services
for individuals and families in the rural
communities of Wilmot and Wellesley
townships.”

For more than four decades, the Wilmot
Family Resource Centre has been a leading
provider of social services to families and
individuals in Wilmot and Wellesley town-
ships. The resource centre is a multi-ser-
vice agency offering a wide variety of pro-
gramming and supports to individuals and
families in Wilmot and Wellesley town-
ships including Early Years programs,
parenting and family support, food assis-
tance, employment counselling and family
violence prevention services.

“As demand for our services continues
to grow each year and housing becomes
less affordable and food becomes more
expensive, we see more and more people
who are really struggling,” Robinson said
in the press release. “We are so grateful for
the businesses and individuals that donate
and support the work that we do to help
people survive and belong.”
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Francis Furniture closing after nearly 90 years of service

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Sept. 12 marked 88 years in business for
a furniture staple in the heart of Tavistock.

Francis Furniture was started by Peter
Francis’s father, James H. Francis, back
in 1936. Not only have I been a long-time
customer of the store, but I also worked for
Peter Francis in the late ‘90s.

As for how he was able to be successful
for so many years, he explained it was a
commonsense recipe.

“We wanted to always treat everyone
fairly in life. Our principles were customer
satisfaction, keeping our markups low, no
misleading advertising and we treated all
customers alike. We appreciate the support
we have received over the years locally and
throughout Ontario,” said Peter Francis.

The original store, opened in 1936, housed
both a furniture and a funeral business, how-
ever the funeral home was moved across the
street when a home was purchased in 1945.
The first addition to the furniture building
was completed in 1972 and it grew larger
again in 1974.

“Those were good retail years and the
business expanded very quickly. We were
delivering furniture throughout Ontario as
far as Cornwall and Windsor, up to Sudbury.
We had three trucks on the road in the hey-
days before the days of the big box stores.”

Front Store
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Peter Francis added even with the larger
stores being very present in today’s econo-
my, he’s proud Francis has been able to stay
in business for so long.

“If I had not suffered a stroke and aging
health, we would be carrying on. I don’t have
any family members interested in taking on
the store so we had to make the decision to
close. When we had local people wanting to
buy the building, it was time to act.”

Peter Francis, closing in on 83 years of
age in November, was at work every day
since joining the business in 1962, includ-
ing the evening before he had surgery on
Feb. 8. He suffered a stroke during the op-
eration, something tough to deal with when
he worked seven days a week for so many
years.

“I never felt like I went to work a day in
my life. Looking after people, both in the fu-
neral home and the furniture store, was my
dedication to life and being able to support
the community in any way we could.”

One part of the business that remains
unique to this day is Peter Francis, since
day one, has always offered exclusively, in-
house financing. He said it was just the right
way to do business.

“It was a service to the public to make it
easier for them. Sometimes people just need-
ed that extra hand instead of going to banks
to borrow. It made it easier for customers

Specialty

- Medication Sync

.

Pharmacy Services
- Phone, Online and Mobile Refills

- Compliance Packaging
- Injection Administration

to build up furniture in their homes. In the
years we expanded, some of my suppliers
gave me a break too and that’s why we al-
ways gave our customers a break.”

He added no business can be success-
ful without good people working behind
the scenes. The lack of staff turnover at
Francis is a testament to positive working
conditions.

There were a few other aspects of the
business that aren’t seen today, including
no-charge delivery and setup.

“We hope people remember us as a com-
pany that was fair to deal with and gave
good customer service. We always had free
delivery and we did not like add-ons. What
our customers saw as the price on the furni-
ture is the price they paid. Service and fair-
ness were always front and centre.”

Another anomaly about Francis Furniture
is the bookkeeping was, and still is to this
day, done by hand on ledgers and the store
has never accepted credit cards. Peter
Francis said he was just too busy to make
a change to the world of computers, some-
thing he received accolades for from his ac-
counting firm.

The company slogan seen on the side of
every Francis truck, is “The Business Built
with Satisfied Customers.” Peter Francis
explained sometimes bowing down to the
consumer was just a part of doing business.
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“Even right up to the end, we realize some
customers can be unreasonable. 1 always
had it that even if we did things that normal-
ly a store wouldn’t do, we did it. We took
our losses at times and satisfied clientele
may not tell all their friends, but dissatisfied
customers will tell all their friends.”

Peter Francis explained he always did
his best to keep a positive attitude over the
years, something that served him well.

“I always found if there was a situation
doing business that annoyed me, I always
put my right foot forward and said what can
I do to solve this. Sometimes you can solve
a problem just by helping somebody. If you
don’t have anger, you don’t have near the
stress. It takes a lot of energy to be angry, yet
it doesn’t take much to show your apprecia-
tion to someone.”

Peter Francis also wanted to thank his
family for their many years of support.

“My wife, Avis, was a very integral part
of the operation working in the office, being
a buyer and a super salesperson. My son,
Scott, has also been a tremendous help over
the years. I wanted to thank them both.”

There is still some inventory available for
purchase in the store at up to 40 per-cent
off before the doors close for good. While
Francis Furniture may be closing, the mem-
ory of quality and service will carry on for
many years.
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DUNN RobertJason "Rob"

It is with great sadness,
@ . we announce the passing of
** beloved husband, father and
'L 4 grampa, Robert Jason Dunn,
) _5‘._‘;- suddenly on Wednesday, Sept
& ® 18th, 2024, at the age of 59
years.
*  Dearly loved husband of 36
_ years to Kim Dunn (Ruby),
~ father of Brad Dunn (Katie),
Mitch Dunn (Tori), Amber
Kollman (Matt). Proud
grandfather to Myles, Natalie, Bennett, Finnley and
Ruby. Survived by his mother-in-law Patricia Ruby
(Robinson), brothers Leslie Dunn and Martin Van de
Byl, and sisters Tammy Dunn and Melissa Everleigh
(Chris). Also survived by sister-in-law Crystal Ruby
and brother-in-law Mark Ruby (Jaana) along with
many nieces and nephews.

Predeceased by his parents, Lorne Dunn and
Marilyn Neff and father-in-law Fred Ruby.

Rob was born in Sault Ste Marie October 19, 1964,
before moving to Stratford as a child. He met the love
of his life Kim in 1984, and they wed in 1988 before
welcoming their three children. He enjoyed watching
his sons and now his grandson play hockey. He was
never one to turn down a friend needing a hand or lis-
tening ear. He was a hardworking, dedicated husband,
father and friend.

Rob entered the construction industry in his teens
working with Roth Drainage, Ken Krantz, and
Paul Ramseyer to name a few before starting Dunn
Excavating in 1991. Rob was very passionate and
dedicated to his craft and will be greatly missed by so
many.

A small family service will be held to honour his
life. A celebration of Rob's life will take place at
the Royal Canadian Legion, Tavistock on Saturday,
October 19, 2024 from 2-5pm.

The family would appreciate if you could share
your memories of Rob on the Memory Wall of the
website.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) and Stratford
Perth Humane Society would be appreciated by
the family. Personal condolences can be posted at
www.francisth.ca

IN MEMORIAM
w In fond memory of

a dear husband,
father, Poppa,
and great Poppa

DOUG
BOWLBY

who died
October 6, 2016.

Always missed,
always remembered.

— -

KALBFLEISCH Barry John
"Blb"

Passed away peaceful-
ly at Freeport Hospital on
September 27 at the age of
57.

Beloved husband of
Julie (nee Stere) for 27
years. Loving and devot-
ed father to Cameron and
Emily. Beloved son of Lois
Kalbfleisch and predeceased
by his father Gary Kalbfleisch. Dear brother of Krista
Faddies (Edward) and Bryan Kalbfleisch (Polly).
Remembered by his aunts and uncles Gloria Klein,
Ina and Edward Davy, Larry Freel. Cherished brother-
in-law to Shelley Schenk and Kim Bell (David). He’ll
be sadly missed by his nieces, nephews, cousins and
godson Dennis Bell.

Predeceased by his mother and father-in-law Rose
and Claire Stere, his grandparents Edna and Alfred
Ledger, Irene and John Kalbfileisch, his aunt Merle
Freel and uncle Gilbert Klein.

Barry loved his family more than anything else.

He was proud of Cameron and Emily and the people
they’ve become. He taught his children many skills
with patience and kindness, he supported them in
their sports and interests. We enjoyed many years of
camping and campfires with family and friends. Many
cherished family memories were made at Pike Lake
and on the shores of Lake Huron. Barry was a devot-
ed Boston Bruins and Seattle Seahawks fan. He loved
listening to many genres of music and attending live
music events.

Barry loved his friends and was always up for a
good time. Everyone will miss his smile, his zest for
fun and adventure. Barry was a devoted employee
of 25 years at Formatop Manufacturing Company.

He was a member of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran
Church, New Hamburg.

Further to Barry’s wishes, cremation has taken
place. Family and friends were received in the Francis
Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock for a
memorial visitation on Wednesday, October 2, 2024
from 2-4 and 6-8 pm. A memorial service will take
place at the funeral home, on Thursday, October 3,
2024 at 11 am. A private inurnment will take place at
Riverside Cemetery, New Hamburg.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the Grand River
Hospital Foundation or Trinity Lutheran Church, New
Hamburg would be appreciated. Personal condolences
can be posted at www.francisth.ca

WORSHIP IN WILMOT

TOWNSHIP

St George’s Anglican Church

Corner of Waterloo St and Byron St, New Hamburg
Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am. All are welcome.
https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease

4339 Huron Rd Wilmot Township

We welcome you to our annual Harvest Service
being held Oct 6th at 3:00pm.

Rev Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com

St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212
Pastor Jim Brown

Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon
discussion. All are welcome

May the road rise up to meet you. May the
wind be always at your back. May the sun
shine warm upon your face: the rains fall soft
upon your fields and until we meet again.
may God hold you in the palm of His hand.

N A
Sorry For Your [Loss

PICK UP YOUR COPY OF
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

New Hamburg
Thrift Centre, Short Stop, Sobeys, Office Pro, No Frills,
Mario's Chicken, Library, McDonalds, Tim Hortons,
Nith Valley Butcher, The Whining Tree, Town Square
Pharmasave, Heart'n Home Creations, Cook's Pharmacy,
Great Canadian Dollar, Wilmot Recreation Centre,
Pizza Arca, Old Country Restaurant, TLC Pet Food
Tavistock
Double D's Restaurant, D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim
Hortons, Hasty Market, Sam's Independent
Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library,
Tavistock Arena, Scotia Bank

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety,
Baden Coffee Company, Pharmacy in Baden Plaza

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market

Wellesley

Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy
Schmidtsville Restaurant, Wellesley Service

Shakespeare
Shakespeare Brewery, Shakespeare Variety

St.Agatha
Pfennings Store, Hasty Market

Petershurg

Petro Canada Gas Bar

Stratford

Food Basics, Sobeys, No Frills, Klomps Home & Garden
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COMMUNITY —

The Wilmot-Tavistock

Gazette Weekly Quiz

1975?
offer boat tours at Niagara Falls
known as “Brad’s Drink™?

what?

6.

7. 1s pumpkin a fruit or vegetable?
8. What is the capital of Isreal?

9.

10. What do you call a female fox?

Answers found on page 30

What is the birthstone for October?
2. What famous TV show premiered Oct. 11,

3. Name one of the two companies which
4. What popular soft drink was originally
5. The science of apple growing is called

What was Johnny Appleseed's real name?

What is the newest NHL franchise?
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HAVEN Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

BE IN THE KNOW!
Get the Latest
Edition Delivered
Straight to Your

Inbox!

granthaven.com/wilmot-tavistock-gazette

ADVERTISE WITH US!

Contact Sharon Leis at
519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com

By Sydney Grant

Slowly but surely, I'm reading through the
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est.
1895). Within this weekly column I'd like to
share with you some of my findings.

October 1-8, 2014, Edition (10 years ago)

The sixth annual Oxford cross-country
Milk Run was held once again at the farm
of Larry and Julie Schwartzentruber just
west of Hickson on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2014.
About 850 students from 14 Oxford Coun-
ty public schools across the Thames Valley
District School Board participated in six
age categories for both boys and girls.

“In 1980, Terry Fox ran for me. Today [ am
running for (__).” That was the message
on stickers each child wore participating
in the Terry Fox Run at Tavistock Pub-
lic School on Thursday afternoon, Sept.
25, 2014. Together they raised $2,325 and
counting. The entire student population of
292 students plus about 25 staff and 20 par-
ents participated.

International students visiting Tavistock
and attending Northwestern Secondary
School in Stratford are Roberto Aldea Ce-
bello, with Rich and Shelley Schoonder-
woerd; Lucia Mufioz Benard with Cindy
Mogk; Marina Bagano, with Amy Bender;
Victor Gonzalez and Joarcky Lopes with
Mike and Jess Harvey; and Iago Souza
with Mandy and Chris Shewchuk. Their
exchange program runs from Sept. 11 to
Oct. 14.

The Old Gazettes

September 29 - October 6, 2004, Edition
(20 years ago)

They call themselves the “Resilient
Ritsmas.” That’s the team name for the
eight surviving children and 28 grandchil-
dren of Abel and the late Tina Ritsma of
Stratford, who have raised over $20,000 in
the past three years in the Walk to d’feet
ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis). Of 11
children, three have died of the rapidly pro-
gressive fatal neuromuscular disease in the
last 20 years. The family has made it their
commitment to raise awareness and funds
for ALS research.

Another milestone has been reached. The
Tavistock and District Historical Society
is now officially incorporated under the
umbrella of the Ontario Historical Society.
The society’s application for affiliation was
approved by the Ontario Historical Associ-
ation’s board of directors at the September
meeting.

Students of Tavistock Public School par-
ticipated in several Terry Fox challenges
last week in conjunction with the Terry Fox
Run held Friday morning. In a pizza chal-
lenge, the class that raised the most money
during the week of Sept. 20-24 won a pizza
party. Mrs. Sheldon’s Grade 3/4 class was
the winner as students brought toonies, loo-
nies, quarters, dimes and nickels. The en-
tire school managed to raise $1,536.80 for
the Terry Fox Foundation.

September 26 - October 3, 1984, Edition
(40 years ago)

Members of the East Zorra Junior Farmers
met at the Tavistock Arena on Saturday af-
ternoon to carry out a project begun a short
time ago. They had sent flyers to farm res-
idents offering to paint the mailbox free of
charge. There was even a choice of colours.
About 30 responded and the group went
about their task with lots of vim and vigor.
The committee in charge of the project was
made up of Kathy, Mark and Judy Reibling.

The Optimist Club of Shakespeare an-
nounced the winners of their dream home
contest on Saturday night with two Strat-
ford couples jointly holding the winning
ticket. Ervin and Frances Heimpel as well
as Bob and Cheryl Chesla accepted the
keys to the $80,000 home on Sunday. Club
president Don Weitzel made the presenta-
tion along with Ken Lowe, chairman of the
house committee.

The Hickson Peewee Softball team com-
pleted their 1983-1984 season last Mon-
day evening by winning the Ontario Rural
Softball Association (ORSA) champion-
ship losing only one game in five rounds
of playoffs. The Hickson boys played 57
games throughout the season, including
tournaments, for a 51-6-0 win-loss record.
Coached by Tom Murray and John Todd,
the team includes: Terry Eaton, Brad Stock,
John Velda, Garth Winterton, Jason Mur-
ray, Julian op de Weegh, Jim Zinn, Mark
Wilhelm, Andy op de Weegh, Bill Killing,
Pat Ward, Sid Langille, Steve Zilke, Rog-
er Wright, Brian Blum, Allen Delow and
Vince Oldford.

WORSHIP

WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S

All'are welcome

Service led by Guest Minister.
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL

LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard

Church Office 519-655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail. com
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE
Interim Pastor Harold Schlegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am.
Masks welcomed but not required.

All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship
service.

Stream services online at
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?

Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org

Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN Lcc
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
Www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY

17 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock NOB 2R0
Phone: (519) 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church
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Braves look to get healthy and reduce penalties

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

Tavistock has played five games of the
2024-2025 Provincial Junior Hockey
League (PJHL) season and the team’s gen-
eral manager has taken away some good
and some bad.

Brent Lange said, overall, the Braves are
in a good spot but is concerned about in-
juries and taking penalties at key times in
games.

“Not to make excuses, but the two
games we lost we had a short bench with
some key guys out due to injury after the
Wellesley game. At Saturday's loss to New
Hamburg, we were missing a couple of
key players as well and got into some pen-
alty trouble late in the game that cost us.”

Lange explained the team is getting into
penalty trouble at the late stages of some
games when they should be trying to tie
the game up or get an extra goal to cushion
a win.

“With the unnecessary penalties in the
games or late stages of the games, once
we have our full team back, there could be
a couple of players in the stands the next
game if they want to keep taking unneces-
sary penalties that cost our team a chance
win.”

He added he has been pleased with the
way the players have been competing
through the tougher games and how they
battled until the end.

“For the most part, I am happy with the
way the players are adapting to the new
coaches and our team is coming together
very nicely. We just need to get over the
injury bug here and once we can ice our
full team, it should be a very hardworking,
competitive, gritty team that can score as
well and won't get pushed around.”

TAVISTOCK CURLING CLUB

LEARN TO

CURL

5 LESSONS STARTING OCTOBER 30TH

New Hamburg’s Antonio Pasqualino broke the 100-point plateau over the weekend with a
three-point performance against Tavistock. Photo by Censational Photography

Lange added he’s also excited about
some new additions to the roster.

“We have recently added a couple play-
ers from Junior B in Tanner Hunt from
the St. Catherines Falcons (who is going
to school in Waterloo) and Jaden Shiell
from the St. Marys Lincolns. They will
fit in very well and bring some good size
and grit to our team. And as of Saturday,
we're fortunate to have Nicholas Hambly
returned to us from Stratford Warriors.”

919-301-5620
tavistockeurlingelub.ca
**NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME**

CHECK OUT OUR REDESIGNED WEBSITE AT:
HTTPS://WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM/
WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

Tavistock started the weekend with a 4-2
win in Woodstock on Friday. The Braves
went three for six on the powerplay and
were led by Carson Bernhardt’s three
points. Ethan Sharpe added two assists
while Marc Dionne and Jack Hodge added
single markers. Kaden Lange stopped 29
of the 31 shots he faced to earn the win
in net.

It was a different story at home Saturday
as New Hamburg rode a four-goal second
period to a 7-4 win. Stephen Peppas did

score three times for the Braves in a losing
effort.

Lange added he is pleased with the team
scoring 25 goals in five games, but the 24
against is worrisome.

“Our defence is coming together as we
currently have eight blueliners but only
seven are healthy right now. Our goalten-
ding is a bit of a question mark right now
as we have a younger goalie tandem and
both are battling in there. We do need to
improve on our goals against in big games
or any game in general. Giving up five, six
or seven goals a game is not going to be
good come playoff time.”

Pasqualino hits milestone
Firebirds

Not only did New Hamburg down
Tavistock on the weekend, but a longtime
veteran passed the 100-point mark with
the team. Antonio Pasqualino picked up a
goal and two assists and now has 102 ca-
reer points in 143 games.

On Friday, the Firebirds hosted Paris and
earned a 6-2 win. Jake Thompson picked
up the hat trick to lead the attack.

Notes

e Muskoka has fired its head coach

after just six games. “Effective im-
mediately, Jason Dawe has been
relieved of his head-coaching po-
sition with the Muskoka Bears
Junior C Hockey Club. We thank
him for his contribution to the team
and wish him all the best in the fu-
ture,” said a statement on the team’s
Facebook page. The team, in its first
PJHL season, has lost all six games
but is among the league leaders in
attendance.

* New Hamburg’s Jake Thompson

leads the Doherty division scoring
race with 11 points in six games.

with

JOHN ROSS

Stonecroft Charity Golf Tournament raises
$7,000 for Community Care Concepts

Stonecroft Community resident

In an impressive display of communi-
ty spirit and generosity, the Stonecroft
Charity Golf Tournament, which took
place Aug. 19 at Rebel Creek, success-
fully raised $7,000 for Community Care
Concepts, bolstering the vital services
they provide in New Hamburg.

This significant contribution under-
scores the commitment of both partic-
ipants and organizers to support local
initiatives that make a tangible difference
in the lives of residents. Community Care
Concepts, a non-profit, volunteer-based
organization, is known for its dedication
to enhancing the quality of life for seniors
and special-needs adults.

They will undoubtedly put these funds
to excellent use, ensuring that their pro-
grams continue to thrive and expand.

The tournament also presented a gift

Pictured at the Community Care Concepts
(CCC) cheque presentation are, from left
to right, Jane Neath, CCC community pro-
grams manager Karla Rabidoux, Stone-
croft Charity Golf Tournament chair Marjan
Billing and David Connolly. Contributed
photo

of 132 pounds of food and $630 to the
Wilmot Family Resource Centre.

The success of the tournament is a tes-
tament to the power of collective effort
and the shared vision of a community
united in its pursuit of the common good.
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New Applejacks head coach preaches defence first

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

Derek Lebold was a heck of a hockey
player but when you look at his statistics
over his three years in Wellesley with the
Applejacks and six years with Milverton
in senior hockey, he didn’t score more than
two goals in any season.

Lebold, who spent the past two seasons
as an assistant under Ryan Gerber, said his
coaching philosophy is to take care of his
team’s end first, something he learned as
a player.

“We preach a lot about our standard
of play away from the puck and how we
play the game so we can get it back on our
sticks quickly. That’s always been how I
was taught. I was lucky enough to play for
some really good coaches at Junior A and
B camps way back in the day,” he said.

He added those coaches instructed him
to play the game the way it should be
played, which is something he’s brought
into his style behind the bench.

“I think any good team is going to struc-
ture itself out from the defensive side of

the puck and what is done by players away
from the puck. If you can get those stan-
dards in place with a team early on, you
can let the creativity shine with the skilled
guys who have the ability to make plays.”

He explained there are a few non-nego-
tiables players need to follow. So far, they
have been followed, which has led to a re-
cord of three wins and two losses through
the Applejacks’ first five games with just
11 goals against.

“If those can be met, and we have seen
it this year in the games we have won, we
have success and we are going to carry that
over,” Lebold said.

While Wellesley’s defensive philoso-
phy has led to a good start to the season,
Lebold is also giving credit to the rookie
goaltending tandem of Brandon Abbot and
Xavier Bussiere.

“Abbot, who we brought in from the
St. Marys Lincolns, and Bussiere from
the Cambridge AAA program are two
outstanding kids and phenomenal goal-
tenders. There have been times we have
started chasing the game a bit and you

need goalies in this league to sometimes
keep you in games. Both of them do that
in spades for us.”

He added the team’s goal is to have the
lowest goals-against average in the league.

Anyone involved in junior hockey
in Wellesley knows how important the
Gerber family has been over the years,
a family commitment that resulted in a
Schmaltz Cup title two seasons ago.

“The whole Gerber family set a prec-
edent over the last seven or eight years.
Players want to play here because of the
work they have done to build up the or-
ganization. Ryan (Gerber) taught me a lot
about being consistent every time I come
to the rink.”

Lebold said that includes a consistent
message, making sure players have a clear
understanding of what his expectations as
a coach are and staying true to his word.

“He was always honest with the play-
ers in meetings. [ was a player once too,
as was he, and you appreciate that as an
athlete. His honesty and his consistency
every day were something I leaned on,

Derek Lebold is in his first season as head
coach with the Wellesley Applejacks of the
Provincial Junior Hockey League. Contribut-
ed photo

especially during the Schmaltz Cup run.
I give the family so much credit for the
work they have done.”

Other members of the Gerber family in-
volved in the team over the years include
Brock, Brad and Ryan’s wife, Nicole.

Seniors’ baseball is alive and well in Shakespeare

GARY WEST

having the time of their lives enjoying the great weath-
er and each other’s company, and loving the good food
served up by wives of some of the Shakespeare Swans
team.

In the end, the Kitchener Cougars beat out their city ri-
vals, the Kitchener Bat Attitudes, 12-0.

In the runner-up game, the Shakespeare Swans outscored

the Cambridge Legends 23-2.

The teams play Tuesdays and Thursdays in the summer,
and most players will say no matter the score, their age or
gender, they are just glad to be still having fun and getting
exercise and fresh air in the great outdoors.

The teams were generous enough to make an $850 dona-
tion to the Shakespeare Community Athletic Association
for use of the park facilities for their games.

Gazette Correspondent

There were four full teams of senior ball players,
both men and ladies, in Shakespeare last week as “par-
ticipaction” was in full view on the ball diamond at the
Shakespeare Ball Park.

Players from as young as 50 to over 80 years of age were

7

TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB

SAUERKRAUT &
4
BBQO PORK CHOP
L -
SUPPER

Wednesday, November 13, 2024
4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

TAVISTOCK MEMORIAL HALL

3 Adam St., Tavistock

Pick-Up Only
$30
Tickets available at Men’s Club Hall - 78 Woodstock St. N.

Every Wednesday 4-7 pm and Saturdays 11am-2pm
Starting October 9th to November 9th

The Shakespeare Community Athletic Association Ball Park is enjoyed by senior ball players playing the game they love in
the championship last Thursday under sunny, warm conditions. Contributed photos

or from Club members

The cooks in the Shakespeare park’s kitchen were kept busy
feeding the senior ball players, including their husbands.
Pictured from left are Angela Meconi, Ellen Fuhr and Sharon
Loutit.

Players from the Shakespeare Stingers waiting for their
chance at bat.

or call 519-655-2286 or 519-655-3573
or at Tavistock arena booth
email: info@tavistockmensclub.ca
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Jr. NBA program returning for 2024-2025 season

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Sports Director

For the past two seasons, the Jr. NBA
National Development Program has run a
Stratford-Tavistock division and, starting
this October, the program will return for
its third year.

Canada Basketball invited the Huron-
Perth branch of the program to renew its
application for the 2024-2025 season and
will expand its age eligibility this year.
Boys in grades five to eight are eligible
to register for the program, up from last
year, when it was only open to students in
grades six to eight.

This year’s program will run a weekly
non-competitive, instruction-based ses-
sion at the Tavistock Public School. The

3 Unmatched Fall Savings — Your favorite rides under $30k @ STRATFORD NISSAN /-
2021 Nissan §t1'a SV _

2018 Hyundai Santa Fe Sport

$15,500.m0
LOW KM5-141,191KM
2020 Tﬂ}mta Cﬂrulla LE

=] mlﬂ:_—. =

LOWKMS-72,874 KM

2022 Hwndal Kuna N LINE 2020 GM& Terram DENALI

$28.888 .o
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2018 lesan chks sV

$16,999 ...
LOW KMS-- 140,364 KM

$28 888 i
LOW KMS- 78,044 KM

*While every effort is made 10 cpsure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and o

program is still working to determine
which day of the week works best for its
participants and their parents. The cost
will be approximately $75 which, in addi-
tion to a spot in the program, also covers
insurance, a reversible jersey and a basket-
ball for each participant.

Danny Millar, a coach certified by the
National Coaching Certification Program
(NCCP), and Brendan Leis returns to
oversee the program this year. Leis is a
community coach with several years of
experience in multiple sports. Millar said
the program is “blessed” to have Leis as
a coach and also noted that he is excited
to bring the junior NBA program back to
Huron-Perth.

“The Jr. NBA is comparable to hockey's
Timbits program, except that the Jr. NBA

2018 Mazda CX-5

2017 Nissan Rogue SL

$1!':'I 48 5.
LOW KMS - 85,025KM

oA

ILAnba «

is open to older ages,” said Millar. “The
athlete can be exposed to a fast-paced in-
troduction to the sport of basketball. It is
developmental, meaning we place an em-
phasis on the fundamentals of the game.”

Millar also explained his view on the
program’s value to young basketball
players.
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BAD CREDIT...

Stl‘dtfﬁl‘d NISSAN

STDRE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thu. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 PARTS & SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00
*Qur Service Department is Now Open on Saturdays*
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Please see

@40+ PRE-OWNED VEHICLES IN STOCK, ALL MAKES & MODELS &

NO PROBLEM! All Credit Approved with $0 Down.

519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com
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CANADA

BASKETBALL

“It is a worthwhile experience because
the kids are engaging with friends in a
healthy, physical venture. For those who
play other sports, it builds their skillset in
terms of physical conditioning, aerobic ca-
pacity and the ability to work as part of
team.”
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community, meet new
friends & find your new

home!

Uour forever home awaily

2 CedarviewSeniorLife.com
¥- 511 Finkle Street Woodstock, Ontario N4V 0C4

Professionally Managed by% brig htwater
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Working smoke alarms focus of Fire Prevention Week

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative reporter

The Wilmot Township Fire Department
has issued an urgent call to action — ensure
every home has working smoke alarms.

With fire-related fatalities remaining at
a high level since 2020, this year's theme,
"Smoke Alarms: Make Them Work for
You," is a critical reminder that lives de-
pend on it.

Following the success of last month's
"Test Your Smoke Alarm Day," the Wilmot
Township Fire Department encourages
residents to make fire safety a year-round
habit. The reality is that most deadly fires
happen in homes without working smoke
alarms. It’s the law in Ontario to have a
working smoke alarm on every floor and

NATIONAL
PREVENTION

FiR

EK

OCTOBER

outside all sleeping areas — don’t wait until
it’s too late.

"Working smoke alarms provide the ear-
ly warning needed to escape a fire safe-
ly," said Wilmot Fire Chief Rod Leeson.
"Ensuring they are working can prevent
tragedies and save lives."

Most deadly fires happen at night when
families are asleep. In many cases, victims
never wake up. A working smoke alarm
may be the only thing between you and
tragedy.

Residents should take the following ac-
tions to ensure their family's safety:

+ Install smoke alarms outside each
sleeping area and on every storey of
the home, including the basement.

¢ Test smoke alarms monthly by
pressing the test button.

Replace smoke alarm batteries at
least once a year.

* Replace any alarm that is over 10
years old or does not respond during
testing.

e Practice a home fire-escape plan
regularly to ensure everyone
knows how to evacuate safely in an
emergency.

“In too many cases, we’ve seen lives lost
that could have been saved by something
as simple as a working smoke alarm. It’s
a small device with the power to prevent
unimaginable loss,” said Leeson.

He also reminds residents that, in addi-
tion to working smoke alarms on every
floor of the home, a well-practiced home
fire-escape plan is the best way to en-
sure their entire household is prepared to

B

escape a fire in their home safely.

“Every working smoke alarm is a po-
tential lifesaver. In a fire, seconds matter
and the early warning provided by these
devices can be the difference between life
and death,” added Ontario Fire Marshal
Jon Pegg.

The Wilmot Fire Department is orga-
nizing a Fire Prevention Week event.
Community Safety Day will be held on
Saturday, Oct. 5 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the New Hamburg Community Centre.
Meet local firefighters, enjoy free treats,
live demonstrations and family friend-
ly activities like the fun-house obstacle
course and fire fit challenge. There is no
charge for attending.

Farmers urged to focus on fire prevention as part of winter prep

BRIAN CREWS

Ontario Federation of Agriculture

Every year, farm fires result in tens of
millions of dollars in losses to buildings,
businesses and farm animals, and the fi-
nancial losses don’t consider the toll on
farm families.

Fire is always a threat to Ontario farms,
but the good news is there are ways to
reduce the risk they pose. Barn fires in
particular are a serious concern, especial-
ly during colder winter temperatures, be-
cause cold weather increases condensation
on cold surfaces and the corrosive mixture
of barn gasses and moisture invades the
electrical system. The increased use of
heating equipment also poses risks of igni-
tion with gas heaters, for example.

Regardless of the time of year, some
of the biggest fire risks in farm buildings
come from dust and cobwebs, extension
cords and heaters, and electrical plugs, re-
ceptacles and panels.

The increasing size and high-tech nature

of modern farm facilities, including live-
stock barns, also mean losses are higher
when disaster strikes. Ontario Fire Marshal
statistics show those range between $20
and $30 million annually.

That’s why earlier this year, the Ontario
Federation of Agriculture began partner-
ing with

the Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs
to share resources and promote fire safety
and prevention on Ontario farms.

I’m a dairy farmer just north of Trenton,
and I also represent farmers in Hastings,
Lennox and Addington, Northumberland
and Prince Edward counties as a director
on the board of the OFA.

Fire prevention is a 365-day-a-year job,
but as we are working to get our farms
ready for

winter, it’s a great time to put a little ex-
tra effort into protecting our businesses. It
can be hard to know where to start, so a
fire-prevention inspection by a profession-
al from the local fire department or your
insurance provider can be a great help.

Nobody likes the idea of an inspection
per se, but these individuals can offer a
wealth of

pointers and ideas about little things that
can make a big difference in fire preven-
tion — and they are just as interested as you
are in keeping your farm buildings, live-
stock and crops safe. Easy steps farmers
can take to reduce the threat of fire include
hardwiring or using waterproof plugs or
outlets, keeping buildings clean of dust
and cobwebs, replacing extension cords
and identifying potential hotspots with a
thermal imaging camera.

A few dollars spent on electrical up-
grades can make a big difference. For ex-
ample, installing an arc fault breaker can
prevent a heat-causing fault that could
easily cause a fire. And general tidiness to
keep on top of dust and cobwebs is always
a good idea.

Despite our best efforts, fires do happen.
This means it’s a good idea to be prepared.
Have a few big fire extinguishers handy in
the barn or workshop and know how to use
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SMOKE ALARMS: MAKE THEM WORK FOR YOU!

Gather the Whole Family and Keep Them Safe

Do you test all the smoke alarms in your home at least once a month
by pushing the test button.....Does everyone in your home know the
sound of the smoke alarm?

e Push the test button so everyone knows the sound of the alarm. Smoke
alarms make a loud “BEEP, BEEP, BEEP” sound. ....Does everyone in
your home know what to do when the smoke alarm sounds?

e Make a home fire escape plan and practice it at least two times a year.
This way everyone knows what to do when the smoke alarm sounds
and can get outside and stay outside.

59 Huron Street
New Hamburg, ON
519-662-1710

A fire truck drives beside a farm field. Photo
courtesy of Ontario Federation of Agricul-
ture

them. As well, ensure that you, your fam-
ily and your employees know where those
extinguishers are and what your emergen-
cy response plan is.

If you’re interested in learning more,
join OFA on Oct. 9 when we are partner-
ing with the Ontario Association of Fire
Chiefs to host a webinar focused on fire
prevention and insurance on the farm.
Registration is available at ofa.on.ca.

PROTECTING WHAT
MATTERS TO YOU

ZEHR®

INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
Since 1954 | www.zehrinsurance.com

24 Hope Street
Tavistock, ON
519-655-2422
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Working together for

Insurance that works!

e Home

e Auto

e Farm

e Business

SOUTH EASTHOPE

MUTUAL INSURANCE

TAVISTOCK -« LISTOWEL * MITCHELL + WOODSTOCK
www.southeasthope.com - 1-800-263-9987

SIMPLE ACTIONS
SAVE LIVES.

= [IM LOUIS

*  Member of Parliament, Kitchener-Conestoga

Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca 519-578-3777

} @TimLouisKitCon TimLouisMP.ca

SMOKE ALARMS SAVE I.I\(ES'

Did you know smoke alarms expire?

Replace all smoke alarms when they
are 10 years old.

You need a smoke alarm on each
level of your home.

Ask about alarms that alert people
who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Check our selection of fire
extinguishers and battery operated
and hard-wwed smoke alarms

59 Peel St., New Hamburg
519-662-1450

protecting v
and the ones U love

Now Celebrating

1)0)

YEARS

1.888567+7546

www.josslin.com

Josslin Insurance

a Real Insurance broker
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New Hamburg Legion once again calling on families
to come forward with information on local veterans

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative reporter

Asheawaits the arrival of the freshly pub-
lished 11th edition of the Royal Canadian
Legion’s Military Service Recognition
Book (MSRB), New Hamburg Legion
Branch 532 MSRB coordinator Bob Berg
is already hard at work in search of infor-
mation on local veterans for the book’s
12th edition.

With past copies of the books available
for the public to read at both the New
Hamburg Legion and the New Hamburg
branch of the Region of Waterloo Library,
the MSRB project sees coordinators from
Legions across the province collect infor-
mation on veterans lives and their military
service beyond what may or may not be
available through public military service
records. To do that, Berg and his counter-
parts throughout Ontario must reach out to
surviving family members — a task that be-
comes more difficult as time goes on and
family members either move, get married
or pass away.

For the next edition of the book,

Berg is collecting the names of res-
idents who served from Blandford-
Blenheim Township, East Zorra-Tavistock
Township, Wellesley Township and
Wilmot Township. While some were born
in those townships and others moved there
later in life, Berg said they must have lived
there at one time or another.

“It really bothers me because some of
the (veterans we don’t have any informa-
tion on) are New Hamburg Legion charter
members,” Berg said, reading through the
list of veterans he is seeking more informa-
tion on. “ ... It’s a funny thing. (The late)
Ernie Ritz had his list of charter members,
and then it boils down to in the newspaper
in 1967, 15 years after this legion started,
they awarded the first life membership and
in that story, it says ... the legion had 21
charter members. All the other paperwork
shows 30-something.”

While Berg is seeking more than just
New Hamburg Legion charter members
for next October’s MSRB — mostly local
Second World War veterans — he hopes his
efforts over the next six months or so will
also help uncover a little more about the

New Hamburg Legion’s history.

To help Berg in his mission to hon-
our those military veterans whose stories
have nearly been lost to time, this news-
paper will regularly publish a list of local
veterans’ names in the hopes their family
members or those who know their fami-
ly will get in touch with Berg by emailing
rwbergy@gmail.com so they can help him
craft a military biography, share heart-
warming stories and add a personal touch
with photos of their veteran family mem-
bers for publication. Berg also requires the
family’s permission to publish a veteran’s
photo and biography in the MSRB.

“I believe this is a great project to recog-
nize their service; not just their service but
I like to have a little bit of personal details
in there, too,” Berg said. “ ... I do every
story the same and now everybody’s doing
it, actually. They didn’t before.”

Berg is seeking family members of the
following local veterans:

* Jim Barber

* Claude Bowman

* Ross Bowman

* John Bricker

New Hamburg Legion Military Service Veteran Book (MSRB) project coordinator Bob Berg looks through photos of local Legion charter
members, some of whom he is hoping to get more information about for the 12th edition of the Royal Canadian Legion’s MSRB to be pub-
lished next October. Photo by Galen Simmons

Stanley Carroll
Arthur Chappell
Sydney A. Cheeseman
Stanley G. Clark
William Jack Clark
John W. Clifford
James Cornish

Leo Deguire

Orville Delong
Harry P. Dick

David Evans
Frederick W. Fox
Norman W. Gardner
Walter V. Gardner

G. Geiger

Bruce Grayham
Harry W. Grundenberger
Stanley B. Grey
Ralph Hagey
Robert Haire

Lloyd R. Hamilton
Eric Harding

James Harrison
Howard E. Hartman
John Hauser

Lorne W. Head
Claude Herteis

Carl Hinz

Douglas McLennan
Ross Merner
Frederick K. Price
Layton Randall
Leslie D. Raymond
'W. Sandford
Willard B. Schaefer
Harold M. Schaub
Jacob Schmidt
Howard Shantz

Jim Y. Smith
Jerome Steffler
Wilfred R. Steinman
William Thain
Duncan Torrie

W. Wardropper
Robert Waxwell
William Whaling
Kenneth A. Wolfe
Stanford C. Wright
Donald Holman
Dorothy B. Holst
Walter Holst

Brook H. Hostetter
Harry Katzenmeier
Rev. Norm A. Keffer
Lloyd Kilgour
Dave Klassen
Alfred Knarr

Father Louis H. Batte
Fred Lackey
Frederick H. Wigle
William M. Weichel
Kenneth S. Wescott
James A. Van Trigt
Eugene Vargo
Stanley Tribe
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Our Town takes the stage in our town

MERCEDES KAY GOLD

Gazette Correspondent

The Community Players
(TCP) is celebrating 40 years
of local theatre love. Anne of
Green Gables kicked off the
2024 season and the carefully
selected three-act play written
by American playwright Thorn-
ton Wilder, Our Town, will close
out the season.

Edward Albee described Our
Town as “the greatest American
play ever written.” The play is
a true theatre masterpiece set in
the fictional town of Grover’s
Corners focused on the everyday
lives of its residents. The prima-
ry character is the stage man-
ager, acting as a narrator, who
guides us through the intricacies
of Grover’s Corners and even
appears as several secondary
characters throughout the play.
This all-important commentator
is played by Anna Maste for the
TCP production.

Our Town may have been
written in 1938, but the three
acts flow through topics rele-

vant to today. From struggling
to addiction to deciding between
college or working in the family
business to death.

The audience follows Emi-
ly Webb, played by Jill Prince,
from navigating single to mar-
ried life. In true storybook style,
Emily falls in love with the boy
next door, George Gibbs, played
by Ryan Dunham. We meet
Frank and Julia Gibbs, the town
doctor, his wife and George’s
parents as well as Charles and
Myrtle Webb, Emily’s parents.

The timeless glimpse into
American life is set between
1901 and 1913. However, The
Community Players’ produc-
tion will be uniquely set in the
1950s, a period TCP found reso-
nates deeply with the themes of
the play. The team felt strongly
about the era’s evolving social
dynamics and the focus on fami-
ly and community align perfect-
ly with the timeless messages of
the play.

Artistic director Brooke Gam-
ble shared an exciting piece of
theatre news. Our Town will
be staged in a thrust configura-

TICKETS ONSALE

OCTOBER 5TH

The poster for The Community Players’ production of Our Town. Contributed image

tion, meaning the audience will
be sitting on three sides of the
stage. It will be neat to see if the
thrust stage is square, semi-cir-
cular or half a polygon. The
audience will be closer to the
world of Grover’s Corners and
have a better seat for a bird’s eye
view, creating a more intimate
experience.

Over the years, the company
has strived to choose produc-
tions focused on community
and tradition. This season is no
different. Our Town captures
the essence of our town through

shared experiences, connections
and community. As a special
tribute, the set features hidden
Easter eggs highlighting notable
monuments in New Hamburg.
Gamble is delighted for the
audience to spot familiar land-
marks, connecting everyone to
the story The Community Play-
ers is telling.

Our Town is more than a look
into the tiny town in New Hamp-
shire or the impact of death on
the ones left to go on, but rather
sharing the notion of discover-
ing joy in small moments and

never taking life for granted.
There’s a reason Broadway
has a new revival of Our Town
set to hit the stage in the fall of
2024. Lucky for us, this local
production of Our Town takes
to the stage Nov. 7-16 right here
in New Hamburg. Tickets go on
sale Saturday Oct. 5 at 9 a.m.
Be an early bird. Tickets are just
$32 for the first weekend. Don’t
delay, as prices go up to $37 af-
ter that. Follow for cast updates
and behind-the-scenes rehearsal
photos on Instagram @TCPNH

Hours

Tuesday 9:30 am to 9:00 pm

Wednesday 9:30 am to 9:00 pm
Thursday 9:30 am to 9:00 pm
Friday 9:30 am to 10:00 pm
Saturday 9:30 am to 10:00 pm
Sunday 9:30 am to 8:00 pm

THE

IMPERIAL

Chef inspired casual cuisine in a historic
setting downtown New Hamburg.

Now Offering daily breakfast,
espresso-based specialty drinks,
and morning treats!

RESTAURANT

60 Huron Street
New Hamburg, ON,
N3A 1J3
imperialmarketeatery.ca
519 390 6000
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The advent of Canadian conservation fundraising

By Jeff Helsdon

SOUTHWESTERN

ONTARIO
OUTDOORS

A significant milestone in con-
servation fundraising  was
marked on Sept. 20 in Port Row-
an when the Port Rowan Ducks
Unlimited Chapter marked its
50th anniversary.

This was not just any anniversa-
ry, as it signified 50 years of the
start of local chapters and the
conservation fundraising dinner
concept in Canada.

Ducks Unlimited Canada was
formed in 1938, just a year after
the organization was started in
the U.S. With the majority of the
ducks breeding on the Canadi-
an Prairies, early visionaries
knew they had to improve hab-

itat where the ducks raise their
young. The first project was on
the ground in 1938 in Manitoba.

Although the organization had
members and donors in the ear-
ly days, it didn’t have local chap-
ters and fundraising dinners as
are known today. That started in
the mid-1960s in the U.S.

In 1974, Hazard Campbell, who
was a Buffalo, N.Y. resident and
a member of the Turkey Point
Company on Long Point Bay,
convinced fellow members of
the storied duck-hunting club
Jack Rice and Dr. Duncan Sin-
clair of Aylmer to attend a DU
dinner in his hometown. Rice

and Sinclair were so impressed
with the Buffalo DU dinner they
questioned why they couldn’t do
the same in Canada.

On Oct. 23, 1974, the first dinner
of the Ducks Unlimited Long
Point Bay Chapter was held
in the Tillsonburg Community
Centre. The committee mem-
bers, who became known as
DU Canada’s Magnificent Sev-
en, were William Red Ander-
son, Tillsonburg; Walter Burton,
Tillsonburg; Harvey Ferris, Port
Rowan; Lloyd Leask, Simcoe;
Dr. Elmer Quintyn, Tillsonburg;
Rice and Sinclair.

The next dinner, and every one
since, has been held in the Port
Rowan Community Centre.

The importance of this mile-
stone can't be understated. Pri-
or to this, DU Canada had mem-
bers but fundraising was not of
the scale that quickly took off
after the first dinner. Millions
upon millions of dollars was
raised for wetland conservation
through the conservation dinner
program.

Sinclair went on to become the

national president of DU Cana-
da. He also lent a hand in start-
ing the organization in Mexico,
Australia and New Zealand.

The mark was not only made
on wetland conservation but
spread to forests as well. In the
United States, the National Wild
Turkey Federation (NWTF) led
the drive to re-establish the wild
turkey across the country. When
a reintroduction program was
started in Canada, southwestern
Ontario residents led the way.
Dr. Dave Ankney, a zoology pro-
fessor at the University of West-
ern Ontario, and Joel Hopkins of
London pushed bringing wild
turkeys back to Ontario after
a hunting trip to Virginia with
their spouses. Both had cottages
at Long Point.

When the turkey reintroduction
started, the Ontario Federation
of Anglers and Hunters led the
way, and worked with the NWTEF.
The first release in the program
to bring back wild turkeys was
in Norfolk County and a fund-
raising dinner to help with costs
of the program was held in Port
Rowan.

The conservation dinner con-
cept is part of hunters paying
for conservation. Hunter dol-
lars have assisted with preserv-
ing hundreds of thousands of
acres of wetlands, bringing back
the wild turkey, the elk and en-
hancing habitat for waterfowl,
turkeys, deer, ruffed grouse and
many non-game species.

Today, conservation dinners
are held in many communities
across the country. Rural com-
munities with smaller popula-
tions often contribute more than
cities. One lesser-known fact is
Norfolk County chapters of DU,
Delta Waterfowl, the National
Wild Turkey Federation (which
since pulled out of Canada), the
Canadian Wild Turkey Federa-
tion and the Ruffed Grouse So-
ciety of Canada have all at one
time been the top fundraisers
for their organizations in the
entire country.

Jeff Helsdon is an award-winning
outdoor writer, a columnist for
Ontario Out of Doors and writes
for several other outdoor publi-
cations.

What’s happening to us?

INTERFAITH
COUNSELLING
CENTRE

By John Dinner

There is a lot of conflict in our world to-
day. From feuds with neighbours across
the street to cross-border warfare around
the globe, conflicts of all kinds and sever-
ity routinely make news headlines. Some
are longstanding and historical in na-
ture. Others can be more hysterical, with
personal expectations clashing with be-
haviours or ideas that contrast with their
own. Today, whole groups of people are

caustically categorized and routinely dis-
missed as being either liberal or conser-
vative, right or wrong, patriots or traitors,
democratic or fascist. The list goes on.

In this hostile climate, our first question
may well be, “What’s wrong with them?”
A better question might be, “What’s hap-
pened to us?”

It's easy to blame the news media or so-
cial media, as this is where much of our
information originates that we then use
to bolster a point of view or disparage
another’s.

When I think back to my school days, 1
don't recall being taught how to ask a
good, constructive question when com-
ing up against a perspective that doesn't
fit with my own. Today, many questions
only seem to inflame and create distance.
I hereby acknowledge that, during the
pandemic when faced with a statement
that didn't align with my own thinking,

I would often ask, “What’s your source of
information?” Underlying that question
is an inherent suspicion the information
source is suspect or doesn't meet my per-
sonal standard or bias. Please forgive me.

A better way to ask a question (based on
some lived experience) is to start with
the assumption that, just perhaps, I don’t
have all the facts and possibly don’t com-
pletely understand the “facts” I do have.
This better way is to be curious about an-
other person’s thinking, engaging in re-
spectful dialogue by leaving room for the
possibility that the other might just help
me have a better and richer understand-
ing of the issue were discussing. How
great would that be?

Core to this is being open to a view dif-
ferent than one’s own. It's a state of mind
that is receptive to new ideas and willing
to consider them without preconceptions
or biases. This can be contrasted with a
closed mind that is resistant to new ideas

or different ways of thinking. Those with
a closed mind tend to have a felt need
to be right. Those with more of an open
mind tend to fear missing important and
relevant information and are therefore
hungry to learn and seek others' per-
spectives.

Having an open mind doesn’t mean we
have to abandon our beliefs or betray our
values. It does help guard against incor-
rect assumptions or misunderstanding. It
also allows for the possibility of new in-
sights and learning. It may just make our
homes, our neighbourhoods, our commu-
nities and, ultimately, our world more en-
joyable and peaceful places to live.

John Dinner is a registered psychother-
apist who works as a counsellor at Inter-
faith Counselling Centre in New Hamburyg,
Ont. He used to think he was usually right.
By being more open minded, he’s learned
that’s not always the case.

TO SUBMIT YOUR STORY IDEAS CONTACT
GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM OR

SPORTS STORY IDEAS TO OUR DIRECTOR OF SPORTS
SPENCER SEYMOUR AT SPENCER.SEYMOUR88a@GMAIL.COM
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TRAVEL —

Playing my way through the Maritimes

OH, THE
PLACES

WE'LL GO

By Paul Knowles

When we headed out on a
three-week road trip through the
Maritimes in August, I made sure
we had packed all the necessities
of life — golf clubs, wine and my
guitar. Oh, and perhaps some
clothes.

I took the guitar because I en-
joy playing, but also because I
am part of a very amateur group
of musicians who were giving a
concert shortly after our return,
and if I didn’t play for three
weeks, [ would be out of practice
and my fingers would lose their
callouses.

So, I determined to play my
way around the Maritimes with
initial stops in eastern Ontario
and Québec. Little did I know.

Because, yes, 1 did play the
guitar most days — in a tiny
house, in an elegant Charlotte-
town hotel, in B&Bs and country
inns and waterfront cabins — but
my musical experiences went
way beyond strumming my own
six-string Yamaha.

It all started in Woodstock,
N.B., where we were invited to
visit the Connell House Muse-
um. The Connell House is quite
different from a typical local mu-
seum because the main galleries
all focus on specific, unique and
unusual exhibitions. I will write
more about it in a future column
but here, [ am going to focus on
my musical experience which
was indeed unique because one
of the rooms at Connell House is
jam-packed with musical instru-
ments from all over the world
and through the ages.

In any other museum, there
would be signs saying, “Do not
touch.” At Connell House, visi-
tors — especially those interested
in music — are invited to touch
and, in fact, to play any instru-
ment they choose! Remarkable.

In the centre of the room were
two keyboard instruments — an
antique piano similar to those
made in Beethoven’s time, and
a spinet. I plunked out a couple
of tunes. In one corner, in sharp
contrast, was a theremin — that

weird electronic instrument you
play without touching it, mere-
ly waving your hands over the
thing. It is perhaps best known
as the instrument played in the
original Star Trek Theme. As a
would-be musician and dedicat-
ed Trekker, I was in heaven. I
was also virtually incompetent
when it comes to manipulating
a theremin, but I can say that I
have played the thing — even if
the result was painfully unrecog-
nizable.

Before we left New Bruns-
wick, we toured the Sabian cym-
bal factory in Meductic. It’s a
working factory, producing 500
cymbals a day which are shipped
all around the world. Ask a
drummer about Sabian cym-
bals — he or she will either own
them or want them. More about
Sabian in a later column. Let
me just say [ was invited, first,
to hammer a cymbal (part of the
production process), at which I
was very inept, and then to play
a unique symphonic instrument
called crotales — a tuned set of
small cymbals that play a bit
like a xylophone. I didn’t ask for
a second opinion, but I thought
my spontaneous composition
was quite nice. Although, at a
price of about $2,500, I don’t
think I will be investing in a set
of crotales, a lovely, handcrafted
instrument, though.

Our first port of call in Nova
Scotia was Halifax. There, on the
beautiful waterfront, we discov-
ered a small xylophone, proba-
bly intended as a child’s toy. But,
now determined to sample every
musical instrument in sight, I
hammered away until an impa-
tient child, waiting to play, gave
me a very evil eye.

We then spent almost a week
on Cape Breton Island, and yes,
you will hear more about that
soon, too. But I had an eye-open-
ing (or should I say ear-deafen-
ing) experience at the Celtic
Music Interpretive Centre in Ju-
dique. There, visitors are invited
to pick up a fiddle and follow the

simple instructions on a video in
order to learn to play a simple
tune.

I tried. Really, I did. The result
sounded like a herd of cats be-
ing fed through a wringer. I will
stick to guitar.

But speaking of guitars, I
was sorely tempted to buy an
amazing creation we found in a
shop called The Lovely Nelly in
Georgetown, P.E.I. There, I dis-
covered electric guitars crafted
by David Vaglio — and unique
guitars they were. His instru-
ments, all perfectly playable,
were built on a violin case, a ten-
nis racquet, a washtub (I loved
the washtub) and more unlike-
ly foundations. And if you ask,
the staff of The Lovely Nelly
are happy to supply cords and a
small amp so you can experience
the unique pleasure of playing
an electric, washtub guitar.

I confess that my musical ex-
periments were not vaguely
related to the fine music we en-
countered throughout the Mar-
itimes. Those ceilidhs, concerts
and dinner shows were astonish-
ing, and I’ll be telling you more
about them in the coming weeks.

So no, I offered no threat to any
of them. But I did get to smile a
lot in these unique Atlantic des-
tinations where the stereotypical
Maritime warmth and welcome
extended invitations to play an-
tique, unique and top-quality
instruments. And I learned some
valuable musical lessons — like,
never, ever touch a fiddle again.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and president of
the Travel Media Association of
Canada. To contact Paul about
travel, his books, or speaking
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.

Woodstock museum, all avail-
able for visitors to play!

The author playing a washtub electric guitar in Prince Edward
Island. Photos by Paul Knowles
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cymbal factory in New Brunswick.
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Playing a child's xylophoneon the Halifax waterfront.
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Let’s Tree Wilmot hosts tree-planting during
National Forest Week

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative reporter

Let’s Tree Wilmot, a group of volunteers in Wilmot
Township with the goal of enhancing the natural environ-
ment by planting trees, marked National Forest Week with
a successful tree planting behind Nithview Home in New
Hamburg Sept. 28.

The group invited locals to join members as they part-
nered with Tri-County Mennonite Homes, the owner of
Nithview Home, to continue their efforts to enhance the
habitat of approximately 35 acres of floodplain behind the
seniors residence on the shores of the Nith River. Let’s
Tree Wilmot and its volunteers were joined for the tree
planting by Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis.

“I'm really thankful for the federal government's $2

Sales Representative

Office: 519-273-2821 or Cell: 519-272-7676
email: mseby@rogers.com

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY OCTOBER 5TH 1:00 - 3 PM

51 QUEEN STREET TAVISTOCK - MLS#40639912 $899,900
Located on a lovely 85 X 125 Ft treed lot in a desirable neighborhood, this 4 to 6 bedroom 2 storey
.| brick home offers so much for your growing family. If you have out grown your current home and need
_ | more living space this home might be just what you have been looking for, offering 2395 square feet of
living space plus a fully finished basement, which could be used as a granny suite or if you are looking
for some extra income, possible to make a basement apartment, This home offers a spacious in eat
kitchen with a gas fireplace and a walk out to a deck and pool size back yard, main floor family room
with a gas fireplace , formal dining room and living room with hardwood flooring, main floor laundry,
double attached garage. If you are need of more living space this home also offers 2 additional
bedrooms if needed or could be used for an office and an exercise room, plus a family room with a gas
f|replace anda basement walk uptothe garage. Thisis one home you do not want to miss wewmg, be

3734 BRIDGE STREET NEW HAMBURG- MLS#40583212 NEW PRICE $799,900
Hgve you always dreamed of owning an old school house, then this unique property is one home you do not want to

| property located on a 4.35 acre property. Let your imagination run wild for the potential this great property offers,
located just a short drive to New Hamburg and within commuting distance to Stratford, Woodstock and the Kitchener
Waterloo area. The house construction is triple brick with a brick and stone foundation, the property features a walk
up attic for additional storage space. If you are tired of the crazy city life and want to move to the country, this home
offers 3 bedrooms, hardwood floors, an over sized double car attached garage, the original swing set from the school,
and plenty of room to build that shop you have always wanted or a 2nd home (with township approval). Do not miss
your opportunity to own a piece of history, call today to view this unique country property,immediate possession is
available. NOTE- THIS PROPERTY IS - HERITAGE REGISTER OF NON-DESIGNATED PROPERTIES

325 MAPLE AVENUE STRATFORD- MLS#40645751 NOW $599,900

NEW PRICE-DUPLEX - VACANT POSSESSION AVAILABLE! Attention Investors, first-time home buyers and
families. Looking for a versatile property? This upper/lower duplex might be just what you need. Ideal
: for parents and children wanting to live together but with separate spaces, or for those looking to live

=1 inone unit while renting out the other. Each unit offers approximately 1,100 square feet of living space,
BN featuring 2 bedrooms and a full four-piece bathroom. Enjoy the convenience of separate entrances,
driveways and hydro meters for each unit. There is private parking for up to 6 vehicles, with a side patio
for the lower unit and a raised deck for the upper unit. Both units have forced air gas heat, and the
upper unit also includes central air conditioning. These units will be vacant as of November 1,2024. Call
today for more information or your own private viewing on this upper and lower duplex.

58 BROADWAY STREET WOODSTOCK -

TRY AN OFFER TODAY- Are you a first time home buyer or a family looking for a 4 or 5 bedroom house,
then be sure to call to view this property, currently being used as a legal duplex, but could easily
be used as a single family home. Located close to amenities this property offers up to 4 bedrooms 2
kitchens, 2 full baths. The main floor offers a spacious eat in kitchen and sliders to a deck and rear
yard. A quiet south location, close to shopping and offers a paved driveway parking for 4 vehicles
and a storage shed use to store your bike in. This great property is not a drive by and must be viewed
from the inside to see for your self to see just how much it has to offer.

Sandra Eby

billion Tree Grant because our township just does not
have the resources and it allowed us to buy a truck so that
we can water the trees,” said Let’s Tree Wilmot member
Marlene Knezevich. “And in my opinion, if you're not go-
ing to maintain the trees, there's no point planting them."

This was the second Let’s Tree Wilmot event in
September. On Sept. 14, volunteers planted trees
at Foundry Park in Baden and Fairmount Cemetery.
Another planting project is scheduled for the Haysville
Community Centre on Oct. 26.

“For our group, we feel like it's helping the land come
back to where it should be,” Knezevich said. “And so,
over time with planting 4,000 trees and increasing more
natural habitat, that to us is our big role in reconciliation.”

Let’s Tree Wilmot is always in need of more volunteers
to help with both planting and maintaining the trees, as

MLS#40640327 $529,900

gz RE/MAX

a-b REALTY LTD.
BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWMED L OPERATED

88 Wellington Street,
Stratford, Ontario N5A 2L.2

Pictured are Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis, Let’s Tree
Wilmot member Marlene Knezevich and Wilmot Coun. Ste-
ven Martin at Let’s Tree Wilmot’s tree planting behind Nith-
view Home in New Hamburg Sept. 28. Photo by Chris Hussey

well as other less-physical tasks.

“We are always looking for volunteers. For people
who don't want to or are unable to do the physical part
of tree planting, there’s running educational programs
and we have our website. We'd love to have somebody
who knows WordPress and Elementor help us with that,”
Knezevich said.

“And if anybody just loves trees and you'd like to run
some kind of program, we're totally open to that. And
then, we have what we call our water warriors. We have
shifts in the summertime with parks assigned to different
people. Also, in some of our park areas, we have some-
body we call our tree guardians who just keep an eye
on the park. If something is happening there or there are
some tree needs, they let us know. We're always looking
for people to keep an eye on our trees."

For more information on upcoming tree-planting events
and how to volunteer with Let’s Tree Wilmot, visit www.
letstreewilmot.ca.

WAYNE ECKSTEIN

Plant Manager TEL: (519) 662-2820

wayne@waldorindustries.on.ca

WAL-DOR INDUSTRIES LIMITED

202 Bergey Court, New Hamburg, Ontario N3A 2J5

CUSTOM STEEL FABRICATING
STEEL - Sheets, Structural
- Aluminum, Stainless
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COMMUNITY —

AMDSB board of trustees
looking for new Perth or
Huron resident to take up

Gazette Puzzles

trustee vacancy

CONNOR LUCZKA

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

After a recent vacancy was announced,
the Avon Maitland District School Board
(AMDSB) is looking for a new trustee for
its Perth East seat.

According to Chera Longston, commu-
nications manager with the AMDSB, the
vacancy occurred due to unmet require-
ments of the Education Act, where trust-
ees are required to be physically present
at regular meetings of the board. David
Briant, the former trustee, is listed as ab-
sent or attended through Microsoft Teams
in most of the meeting minutes of the past
school year.

“Our trustees play a vital role in over-
seeing the focus in our education system
as related to our strategic plan,” Graham
Shantz, director of education, said in a
media release. “They are individuals who
are passionate about public education and
they advocate for student achievement and
wellbeing.”

There are nine trustees on the board,
each representing a geographical portion
of the district and the schools within. Perth
East represents Central Perth Elementary
School, North Easthope Public School,
Sprucedale Public School, Milverton

Public School and Mornington Central
Public School.

Normally, trustees are elected every four
years during the municipal election, but
this position is being filled through an ap-
plication and interview process. The term
will begin once appointed and runs until
autumn 2026.

The successful candidate does not need
to be a resident of Perth East. They only
need to live within either Huron or Perth
counties. They must be a Canadian citizen,
at least 18 years old, not legally prohibit-
ed from voting and not disqualified by any
legislation from holding a school board
seat.

If interested, residents can submit a let-
ter of interest along with a resume outlin-
ing their interest for the position, qualifi-
cations and other pertinent information to
barb.crawford@ed.amdsb.ca.

“We encourage anyone interested in this
position to learn more about the role and
to submit an application before the Oct.
17 deadline,” board chair Robert Hunking
said in that same release.

Formore information on the position, vis-
it www.amdsb.ca/apps/pages/index.jsp?u-
REC ID=1091747&type=d&pREC _
ID=1395854.

GRANT
HAVEN
MEDIA

Residents in our communities

local news and information, let
me help you connect to our

trust our newspapers to provide

readers with your local business.

heather@granthaven.com @ZIWi3%t:ky,

St. Marys Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette STRATFORD I
Woodstock IngersollEchd) % Goderich Sun FEEZESFARMS

INDY

[BRANT 2SR IS iy

ADVERTISE WITH US!

Contact Sharon Leis at

519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com

FIRE PREVENTION MONTH
sovJlCcCDDGQCYPDMEY I RV
MCLEPTUMNKLUDYMPPUFT
OTEEXTINGUI SHER I YWUJH
KOHFXLRCGMMDRTVYGNVD
EBCDVESPOFXGQERZMNADO
AEIDNHLJFPETFUOMACTFN
LROGBHCSTNHJIDWANOLZDO
ABZEGJFNCIYVLSEAAMKTEF
RCWQYANYGZDOKGAMWGV I
MURXLBENNERZAQEFLNOR
JYHDRXMNOSAPSJXBENME
HKVCIAFAICNKUHVXFTYF
MSLTMOLTTATXNERI SSYI
YMBVXYYJNPKYKCJHNDHG
EVACUATEEEBEDRMYMEAQH
|l KEJZSQCVPERZRYRUJPT
UBHL I UWZELWWYKACRPLE
EGGVTXBBRAIGWZSZ I EZR
OKYPJLTDPNNWDEHAARSY
LLORPORDPOTSRCYUFHAY
Emergency Exit Flame Rescue
Escape Plan Hazard Safety

Evacuate Hydrant Siren
Extinguisher October Smoke Alarm
Firefighter Prevention Stop Drop Roll
SPONSORED BY:
P YUU MARE A |.t |"|A |
- =TTy OG- AU STEL )
ERI 551 1052152 1
Pet of the Week
( BUSTER

Meet Buster, a lively and adventurous young dog ready
to find his forever family! Buster loves outdoor activities,
especially running and playing with his favorite toys.

He would make an excellent companion for an active
individual or family who enjoys camping or exploring.
Buster is looking for a home where he can be the only
pet, with owners experienced in handling large dogs.
His future family should be committed to continuing his
training to help him with basic obedience and manners.
If you’re ready for an energetic and fun-loving buddy,
Buster might be the perfect match! To learn more about
Buster, contact the Stratford Perth Animal Centre by
calling 519-273-6600 or email: infosp@kwsphumane.ca

Nominate your Pet of the Week by emailing:
\_ thewtgazette@gmail.com

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD =S,
PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.ticpetfood.com
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AROUND THE WORLD WITH

JOIN US ON ONE OF OUR 2025 GROUP TRIPS

ROCKY MOUNTAINEER LUXURY TRAIN
MAY 7-15, 2025
COACH TRIP IN PORTUGAL
SEPTEMBER 19-30, 2025

SCENIC DANUBE RIVER CRUISE
OCTOBER 17-28, 2025

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4
519-284-2332 | () agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
226-333-9939 | () newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796
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COMMUNITY —

Serving
Ont ario
Agricul ture
since 1966!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3

Library Showcase

Oct 3rd to Oct 5th

Drop by the Tavistock Library during
open hours to check out all the cool
non-traditional things we have to borrow
from ukuleles to kitchen appliances.
Tavistock Library

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5

Community Safety Day - A fire preven-
tion week event

10 a.m. -1p.m.

New Hamburg Community Centre

251 Jacob Street, New Hamburg

Southern Gospel Music Concert fea-
turing the Torchmen Quartet

7p-m.

$10 donation at the door.

Shantz Mennonite Church

2473 Erb’s Rd., Baden

Movie Day at the Tavistock Library
12 p.m.

Come and watch Hocus Pucus. Enjoy a
free movie and popcorn!

Tavistock Library

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7

Garden Wilmot’s monthly Garden
Talk will be "Chocolate: from
Rainforest to Sweet Treat"

7-9pm

Wilmot Rec Complex

Wilmot Council meeting
7-11p.m.

Council chambers

60 Snyder's Road West Baden

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8

After School Hangout Oct 8 & 15
4-5pm at Tavistock Library.

Drop in after school to make paper
mache creatures!

Tavistock Library

B-W FEED & SUPPLY

BEYOND NUTRITION “Ww,
WWW.BWFEED.CA e 519-662-1773

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior to: thewtgazette @gmail.com

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9

Community Care Concepts Lunch and
Fellowship

12:00 pm.

Cost is $14.00 Register by September 27th
t0 519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900
Wellesley Rec Complex

1401 Queen’s Bush Road, Wellesley

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12

Mini Pumpkin decorating at the
Tavistock Library Oct 12 12-1pm

Paint and design your own book-inspired
pumpkin for our Storybook Pumpkin
Contest! All ages welcome. Registration
required.

Tavistock Library

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16

Community Care Concepts Lunch and
Fellowship

12:00 p.m.

Cost is $14.00 Register by October 11th to
519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900

Wilmot Rec Complex

1291 Nafziger Rd.

East Zorra-Tavistock Council
meeting

7p-m.

Council chambers

89 Loveys Street, Hickson

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17

Anniversary event celebrating 30 years
of smart exercise and falls prevention
10:30 a.m.

Open to all registered VON participants.
New participants must call 1-888-866-
7518 to register. 60 minute exercise class
Commemorative T-shirts for sale $15
(Limited Stock)

Join one of our 3 locations

Innerkip Community Centre -695566 17th Line
Memorial Hall Tavistock - 3 Adam St
Ingersoll Fusion Centre- 121 Thames St N

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2024

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19

Tavistock Fall Expo

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Tavistock Missionary Church,
77 Mogk Street, Tavistock

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22

Wellesley Council meeting

6:45 p.m.

Council chambers

4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill

After School Hangout

4-5p.m.

Our ages 6-12 Surprise Book Club meet-
ing! Please register in advance.
Tavistock Library

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23

Community Care Concepts Lunch and
Fellowship

12:00 pm.

Cost is $14.00 Register by October 18th to
519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900

Linwood Community Centre

5279 Ament Line Linwood

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26

The Community Players of New
Hamburg 40th Anniversary Open
House

2-5pm.

Come celebrate our 40th Anniversary
with us. Stop by to share memories and
reunite with friends! From 3pm to 4pm,
we will have a presentation of shows from
our past, sing-along to some of our favou-
rite show tunes and Artistic Directors
from past and present will share some
words. RSVP today and celebrate this
amazing milestone with us.

251 Jacobs Street, New Hamburg

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30

Learn to Curl

7 p-m.

5 Weeks (October 30th - November 27th)
519-301-5620

Tavistock Arena

Family owned
&
Operated

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3

Southern Gospel Music Concert
featuring the Master's Four Gospel
Quartet.

6:30 p.m.

Free Will Offering

Rosebank Church

1434 Huron Road, Petersburg

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7

The Community Players of New
Hamburg present their fall production
of "Our Town"

S8p.m.

Tickets can be purchased online at www.
thecommunityplayers.com

Studio theatre at the New Hamburg
Community Centre,

251 Jacob Street, New Hamburg

Theatre Wellesley presents "A Good
Old Fashioned Big Family Christmas"
by Pat Cook

Nov 7 &8 at7:30 p.m.

Nov 9 &10at2 p.m.

Tickets $20 online:www.theatrewellesley.com
or cash at Pym's Village Market in Wellesley
Steinmann Mennonite Church

1316 Snyder's Rd W Baden

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8

The Community Players of New
Hamburg present their fall production
of "Our Town"

S8p.m.

Tickets can be purchased online at www.
thecommunityplayers.com

Other performances:

Saturday, Nov.9 -2 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Sunday, Nov.10 - 2 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 14 - 8 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 15 - 8 p.m.

Saturday, Nov.16 - 2 p.m. & 8 p.m.

Studio theatre at the New Hamburg
Community Centre,

251 Jacob Street, New Hamburg

EMAIL YOUR NON-PROFIT EVENTS TO: THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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CLASSIFIED ADS —
EORI tSAFLhE d st ith 8-inch stainl teel AUCTION

Selkirk chimney. Call 519-532-5914 for more information

Weekly Quiz

and pictures. Answers
LIVE AUCTION
FOR SALE ' ' OF 1. Opal
Trailer single axel and ramp tailgate. 6'x12', 2" ball hitch, .
shelves and rack 4x8 sheets, $4900 obo Call 519-575-2774 53 Acre Farm Near Waterloo For Sale 2. Saturday Night
FOR SALE Through our customized tender process, 1360 Wilby Road, Live
TREES: Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches, . ka“_ west of Waterloo (near COStco)' 3 Gold 1l
Plums, Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, For Ruth Martin - Initial offers due Thursday, November 7th at 6:00 p.m. - olden-yellow
Blueberry, Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc. .
hotds of Sg_ruce,1l°tln2, Clgldars for er?dl;reaksa and r?]rlvacy 53 acres, more or less, approx. 35 acres workable, bush & building locations. 1% 4. Pepsi
edges, olzes 0 o+. Flowering shrubs ana much more. . T .
Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm Martin's storey field stone house (stucco siding) W|tl_1 attache:d_sun room, fle_ck and covere_d 5. Pomology
Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Road, Wroxeter (1 concession porch. 4 bedrooms, bathroom, washroom, kitchen/dining room, sitting room, sewing
north of Wroxeter on Beimore Line) room, office and spacious 4 season sunroom. Original pine flooring. Approx. living 6. John Chapman
PRAYER TO ST. JUDE space - 1925 square ft. Also, 20 X 26ft. detached 2 car garage and a rustic bank barn. 7 Fruit
M%y the Sacrgthearthof Jeﬁus beI ;dored, %IC;rified, IO\S? A gorgeous view of this rolling estate that overlooks Waterloo. Complete privacy
and preserved throughout the world now and forever. ; ; i o ; Sl 8. Jerusalem
Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us: St. Jude worker of mir- while minutes from a!l your amenities. Don't miss out on this rare opportunity!
acles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray for See www.gerberauctions.net for photos. 9. Utah Hockey Club
us. Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth day this For more info or to view property call GERBER AUCTIONS at 519-699-4451.
prayer will be answered. It has never been known to fail. . 10. Vixens
Publication must be promised. S.F. Open House - Sat. Oct 12th 10 - 1pm. or by appointment. :
WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola,
Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether FOR SALE
Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches \‘Q:ﬂi&%\%
and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive ‘. T SRCONE
etc. Any old oil cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc . ITEMS FOR SALE
Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff a. Electric fireplace, 1500 watts, remote control, P ful Mead Reti t Resid
- 519-570- eaceful Meadows Retirement Residence
please contact me - 519-570-6920. csa approved, walnut colour, new $300.
WANTED b. Nordatrack treadmill, like new, weight setting Now Open to Accepting New Residents

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues,

Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying per person 325 |bS., Iarge console with fans, usb

CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For connections, 2.75 hSp., cushioned deck 58" x Are you or a loved one looking for a place to retire with peace of mind?

more information: DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. 20" incline of 0 = 15 degreeS. $500 Look no further... Peaceful Meadows is here to serve you!
Stratford/ 226-972-5750 ’

Wine making equipment. $150 for all pieces.
Indoor/outdoor Bose speakers. 2 — 501
speakers; 3 — 151 speakers. One centre We offer

R U N U R Speaker- FOUF stands. $35O . Newly renovated suites
c L A s s I F I E D For inquiries call 519-242-7904 New Hamburg. . sisted ving accommodations
. Respite Care
AD HERE!

To book space contact

Call or email us today for more information or to schedule a tour of our facility.

Qo

Nursing and Care Staff available 24/7

Laundry and cleaning services

Fresh home-cooked meals

JOURMALISM, ONE COMMUN

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 [ESNANINGEL - — =~

Or sharonbleis@gmail.com GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE/ Website @ wwwpeacefulmeadows.ca

Email: info@peacefulmeadows.ca Brunner. ON NOK 1C0

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

ASSISTANCE AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

I SN
AP TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM h.a, Mﬁﬂmﬂbw COLLISION CENTRES
. Skbisid & . ere . C u CSN - E&L Ryan Pacey
Assistance for people & families in e 374 Hamilton Road, Manager
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson AUTOMOTIVE g:‘it ;,BIXezv'v( gamburg,:_sw-:sz: sgzrk
5 655 5 Fu" Ser\”ce SER‘"CE & REPAIR Wébsite: csncollisior;.geamllerm ro@tieneues
19* —3 (e]e] L 24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)
tapisforyou@outlook.com Mamte,nance & 27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock
NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS Repa"' on All 519-655-2500 To book your space call
Makes & Models NIPl' AUTOPRO Sharon Leisat
TAPISFORYOU.COM 272 Snyder’s Road, Baden . 519-580-§4|8 or e_mall
matt@badenauto.ca www.schultzautomotive.com sharonbleis@gmail.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —

AESTHETICS CABINETRY EXCAVATING MAPLE SYRUP STORAGE

i NAILED IT!

(519 5AR-6653 | 12 Quesert’s Bink Rl Welleskey, OM

ACCOUNTANT

DAN YANTZI

PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT, CMA

“i
Personal and business

accountlng and tax serwces
S 519-577-2237 4

4 djyaccounting@yahoo.com

CHIROPRACTIC

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome
296 Ontario St. Stratford
519-273-4404

CONTRACTORS

Jw> JON WITZEL

CONTRACTING LTD.

> Residential e Commercial
Agricultural * jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

ENTWISTI_.E

—l" ETE &

MPED
M FLOAT

519-501-5260
mail_.com
lecl. Coim

CUSTOM COMCRETE LT

Foundations e Floors  Driveways * Sidewalks
Jon Willsey 519-778-2616 Tavistock, ON

jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com
www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

ZLEHFR

& MORE

PO. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

gL C

/'7

ADDITIONS ¢ RENOVATIONS

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS
DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON 519-655-2825

To book your space call
Sharon Leis at
519-580-5418 or email
sharonbleis@gmail.com

Yt T T

SELECTIVE

CABIMNETS

Spemahzmg in Custom Kitchens, Baths,
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster ¢ 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com
e-mail: selective @sympatico.ca

380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

CONSTRUCTION

ﬂgcore Brian Stere

519-276-1851
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED
Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos
General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca » bstere@agcore.ca

RESIDENTIAL
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL
e New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

FOGUS ==

computers inc.

[CARPENTRY |

SlitS

« IPGRADES
- REFAIRS

- Onsite and In-Store Service
- Competitive Pricing on
New & Used Computers
- After Sale Service That Can't Be Beat
- Virus Removal, Upgrades & More!

73 Peel Street
New Hamburg

Hours:

Mon - Thurs: Noon - 6:00
Fri.: Noon - 7:00

Sat.: 9:30 - 3:00

519-662-6720
www.focuscomputers.ca

JEL=JOE
HAULAGE

EXCAVATING SERVICES l'i o Like us an
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator Facebook

Randy Fletcher 519-272-3641

HEATING/COOLING

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

Installation, Sales & Service,
Residential, Commercial

TOTAL HEA
COOLIN

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

+ Furnaces ¢ Air Conditioners
« Fireplaces
* Gas Piping * Sheet Metal Fabrication
Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Monteith Ritsma Phillips

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
519-655-2900

www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

PLUMBING

McKay Plumbing

Commercial - Residential - Agricultural
Mark McKay

Owner/Operator

63 Hope St. W.

Box 899, Tavistock
NOB 2R0
markmckay@rogers.com

MASSAGE

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

1’;‘ | KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
1 24 Hope St. W., Tavistock
* Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder

* Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
* Massage Therapy * Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

519-301-1097

2024 MAPLE SYRUP

Call after 6:00 pm on weekdays.

Anytime on weekends. m

Call Carman Wettlaufer
PAINTING

RR 2, Tavistock 655-2627
Sidterns

‘ PAINTING AND DECORATING
INTERIOR PAINTING
Over 30 years of experience.
QUALITY WORK, RELIABLE, CLEAN,
FRIENDLY, AND DONE ON TIME.
COLOUR CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE

Dobbi Moy

519 503-

To book your space call
Sharon Leis at
519-580-5418 or email
sharonbleis@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE

THINKING OF
MAKING A
MOVE?

KATE GINGERICH
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

e kate@paulandkatekw.com
G 226-789-3846

PAUL & KATE

Jow INNGRTION

STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 ¢ Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX

Portable Storage Containers
Sizes 8'x12’ to 8'x24’
Store at your place or ours.
Phone 519-625-8510

TECHNICAL

Country Geek

Computer Sales & Services
for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service
&

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY =
Cell: 519-537-9037 '

countrygeek33 @gmail.com P

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E,
St. Marys ¢ 519-284-2332
210 Mill St, New Hamburg ¢ 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

To book this space
call Sharon Leis at

519-580-5418

or email
sharonbleis@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE

PROFESSIONAL

HONEST

ALISON WILLSEY

EXPERIENCED

PEAK

REALT @LT D
BROKERAGE

Direct 519-275-4900

DENTAL MORTGAGES

Tavistock/Dental

DR. KWOHN KIM

Offering V. Sedation,
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth
Replacement and Root Canal

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N.,
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO
Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca
tavistockdental.ca

ELECTRICAL

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar,

Automation Control and EV Charging

G Crescent Ridge

163 Hope St. W. Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
P.O. Box 495 Local: 519-655-6802
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO Email:info@crescentridge.ca

/ Eric Miller
Mohile Mortgape Speciolisr
i '?‘Jl 245

millen@inbic com

Shopplng around
for a mortgage?

Office: 519—662—4900
krealt Itd com _ www.willseyrealestate.com  willseyalison@g

RURAL*RESIDENTIAL*COMMERCIAL*AGRICULTURAL ~ WATERLOO REGION, PE|

a-b REALTY LTD

RE/MAX |iroxtrnes

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative

mseby@rogers.com * www.remaxabrealty.ca

WORKING TO SERVE BUYERS AND SELLERS SIN

Cell: 519-272-7676
Res: 519-655-2548 °
Office: 519-273-2821

Independently
d  Owned & Operated

arPpP

e Aeectedlers

NEW and RESALE HOMES -

L E CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS ’. 0
Stop in and see us 206 Hope St. East, Tavistock
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

R E /M Ax a-b realty BROKERAGE Brian: 519-272-3465 « brian @brianwilhelm.com
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

-7 Brian Wilhelm, Broker
& ! Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

Kyle: 519-574-7244 « kyle @brianwilhelm.com
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AN A TSIRGTETRE . . S e ¥ L

A TASTE THEY'LL LOVE, INGREDIENTS YOU CAN TRUST!
Delivering Locally Made Pet Food Since 1994.

gl d X4, TLCPETFOOD.COM 519-662:9500
PET Foop DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.




