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In the span of less than two weeks, four indi-
viduals went missing and were later found dead 
in separate incidents in the Grand Bend area, and 
police are urging everyone with plans of being in 
or around the water to stay safe.

According to Lambton County OPP, crews be-
gan searching for a missing swimmer, a 28-year-
old from Scarborough, who had last been seen on 
the beach at Pinery Provincial Park on Wednes-
day, Aug. 26, 2026, just after 1 p.m.

On Aug. 27, police said visitors had found the 
swimmer’s body on the beach.

The next day on Aug. 28, Lambton County OPP 
began another search for a 66-year-old London 
resident who had last been seen on a dock attached 
to an address on Canal Street.

In an Aug. 29 update from police, Lambton 
County OPP confirmed that swimmer’s body had 
been found by the Underwater Search and Recov-
ery Unit with the Lambton Marine Unit.

Just over an hour after the second swimmer’s 
body was recovered, a third swimmer, a 36-year-
old from Scarborough, was reported missing, hav-
ing last been seen at Pinery Provincial Park.

According to police, that swimmer’s body was 
found later that evening.

Police urge 
caution after four 
drownings in 
Grand Bend area

An unforgettable night is waiting under the moon-
light as Handbags for Hospice returns on Oct. 23, 
2026, at the South Huron Recreation Centre, bringing 

together the community for an evening of fashion, 
fun, entertainment and fundraising in support of Jes-
sica’s House Hospice.

This year’s event, “Under the Moonlight for Hos-
pice: Where Fashion Meets Purpose Under the Stars,” 
is set to be a night guests will not want to miss. From 
stunning handbags and delicious food to exciting auc-
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Handbags for Hospice returns Oct. 23

FLY-IN CORN ROAST AT SEXSMITH AIRFIELD
The weather may not have been ideal, but locals and visitors alike were lining up Sunday, Aug. 30, for the 62nd annual corn 
roast at the Sexsmith Airfield, just north of Exeter. The annual event, which is hosted by COPA Flight 177, invited the com-
munity to the airfield where they could enjoy cobs of corn while taking in the sights as pilots flew in with their planes. From 
left are volunteers Sara Rooseboom, Zoe Smith and Janet Mathers, who were serving corn during the roast.
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Drinking Water Systems•Distillers•Reverse Osmosis
Iron/Sulphur/Chlorine Filters•Softeners/Conditioners

Pressure Systems •Pressure Boosting Pumps (Rural + Town)
Ultra Violet•Sump Pumps (AC & Battery Backup) & More!
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MORE PICTURES FOUND ON PAGE 9

DAN ROLPH

Editor
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It was a fitting sendoff to a summer of 
music as the final acts of Grand Bend 
Summer Sunset Sounds took to the stage 
Sept. 3.

Held on the Rotary Community Stage 
at Grand Bend’s main public beach, 
the free concert series featured Grand 
Bend’s own singer-songwriter Clara 

Stegall as the final headliner of the year, 
bringing the series to a close with local 
flare.

Also performing during the evening 
was Toronto indie-rock band Meteor 
Heist, who opened the final concert of 
the series.

Grand Bend Summer Sunset Sounds 
was started in 2014, featuring a new 
lineup of artists weekly throughout the 
summer. Though the concert series was 

cancelled in 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, it returned in 2021 and has 
continued to be a popular event for 
beachgoers and music lovers alike.

This year’s series of concerts began 
July 9 with Sarah Smith and Justin 
Maki. Other acts featured in 2026 have 
included Janna Leduc, Dave Ward, She-
bad, Gracie Jet, Mudmen, Warren Har-
graves, Brothers Wilde, Adam Cous-
ins, The Smoke Wagon Blues Band and 

Amanda Keeley.
Though the concert series was origi-

nally introduced to bring music to the 
beach on Sundays, 2026 marked a mon-
umental change, shifting to Thursdays 
as beach crowds have continued to grow 
over the years.

For more information about Summer 
Sunset Sounds, visit summersunset-
sounds.ca or @grandbendsunsetcon-
certseries on Facebook.

Grand Bend Summer Sunset Sounds held its final concert of the year Sept. 3 on the Rotary 
Community Stage, wrapping up the free concert series. Toronto indie-rock band Meteor 
Heist opened the concert

(DAN ROLPH PHOTOS)

Grand Bend Summer Sunset Sounds wraps up another year 
of concerts

Grand Bend singer-songwriter Clara Stegall headlined the final concert.

DAN ROLPH

Editor

Clara Stegall of Grand Bend has been performing in the community throughout her career.

Grand Bend singer-songwriter Clara Stegall headlined the final concert. The free concert series was moved to Thursdays for the first time this year.
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EDITORIAL

Submit your Letter to the Editor to us at info@exeterexaminer.com

Have something to say?

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM

Long before I was in the news-
paper business, I still wrote a 
lot of things down and kept a 
journal. Social media was not 
around yet, but lengthy emails to 
friends and family were a thing, 
especially for me living on an 
island away from home. On 
Sept.11, 2001, I was a 27-year-
old living in Bermuda and work-
ing as a Chartered Accountant 
for Marsh, an insurance compa-
ny. My wife Laurie and I were 
hosting her parents Gary and 
Marg who were visiting us at 
our island home, and we were 
relieved that Hurricane Erin, the 
first Atlantic hurricane of 2001, 

had passed by Bermuda on Sept. 
9 without incident.

On Sept. 11, 2001, my parents, 
Murray and June, were back 
home in St. Marys while my 
sister Lori was living in Nor-
way where she was working in 
finance with General Electric.

I wrote them the following 
email on the evening of Sept. 
11 as I reflected on the horrific 
events. I just wanted to share this 
email to take you back 25 years 
to the thoughts of a regular guy 
in his 20s living through this 
when it happened. It’s amazing 
how when I re-type this email 
all these years later how the feel-
ings come flooding back.

September 11, 2001, 8:45 am 
Eastern time, 9:45 am Atlantic 
Time – I was sitting at my desk 
when Tom White walked by and 
told me the news – the World 
Trade Center had been hit by 
two airplanes. That’s where I 
was when the news came. As my 
internet was down, I called Lau-
rie at work so I could hear the 
broadcast from her TV over the 
phone lines to get more details 
on this shocking news. Follow-
ing our talk, the next amazing 

wave of news came around – the 
Pentagon had also been hit. We 
at Marsh gathered in the meet-
ing room where we watched the 
unbelievable news come in on 
ABC and CBS. For the balance 
of the morning, we silently stood 
and sat in shock as the pictures 
came across the screen. Then at 
about 12:00, there was a gather-
ing in the training room where 
we prayed for world peace and 
had a moment of silence for the 
dead – about six or seven people 
got up and prayed aloud. This is 
when I felt saddest, thinking not 
only of those who died today but 
also about what this attack may 
mean on a grander scale.

Like the Challenger explosion 
in 1986, like the Oklahoma City 
bombing in 1995, and like the 
Kennedy assassination in 1963, 
this unfortunately will forever 
be a moment captured in time; a 
moment where everyone knows 
where they were when in hap-
pened.

Somehow though this is scar-
ier than all the other examples 
above. This was something out 
of a movie, something surreal 
– the first half of Independence 

Day comes to mind.
Hopefully this is not a sign 

of things to come. Hopefully 
the terrorist actions which are 
now common in places like Je-
rusalem have not permanently 
found their way into our lives. 
Hopefully we do not travel in 
fear of being in the wrong place 
at the wrong time. Hopefully this 
doesn’t start a chain of events 
which leads us into World War 
III.

The amazing thing is, although 
we are living in Bermuda, Can-
ada, and Norway, we will find 
that none of us are unaffected by 
this tragedy.

I probably know people that 
died today. The Marsh head-
quarters were in the World 
Trade Center, floors 95 to 100. 
Last month I met in person a 
couple people from the Marsh 
NY office, including one woman 
who I’ve spoken with on 10-15 
occasions and gotten to know. 
I hope she was out of the office 
today.

The largest companies in the 
world have offices in the World 
Trade Center. Marsh, Deloitte 
& Touche, and Arthur Anderson 

are just the ones I know for sure. 
Some 50,000 or so work in the 
World Trade Center I’ve been 
told, so I’m sure we all know 
someone who knows someone 
who was there today.

Once we get over the terrible 
loss of the people that died, we 
will be left to deal with the con-
sequences – the emotional im-
pact on the survivors, the impact 
on the national psyche, and the 
changes in our lives as a result of 
this. Travel will definitely be im-
pacted, as we will see increased 
lines at borders, customs, etc. 
due to increased searches, ques-
tioning, etc. People of certain 
races are going to be the subject 
of constant scrutiny just because 
of their skin colour – for them it 
might be very difficult.

Well, I don’t know what else to 
say… I’m probably not thinking 
clearly anyway. I just wanted to 
get in touch with my family to-
day and reflect a bit on what has 
happened. This is not just anoth-
er news story that captures our 
interest for awhile, this is very 
sadly a day in which we have 
perhaps seen a significant turn-
ing point in world history.

My memories from September 11, 2001

STEWART GRANT

Publisher
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COMMUNITY

519-235-2433
exetereyecare@gmail.com

Book your eye exam today!

Open: 9-5 Mon - Thurs | 9-4 Fri

Clarity in Vision, Excellence in Care

 11, Huron St. E ON, N0M 1S1

w w w.e x e t e r f a m i l y e y e c a r e .c a

Dr. Hytham Elkolaly & Dr. Cheryl Letheren

Up to 
70% off 

select frames!

Get 
50% off lenses 

on your second pair!

On Saturday, Sept. 5, police responded to reports 
of another missing person, a 37-year-old Kitchener 
man, who had been kayaking on Lake Huron about 
10 kilometres north of Grand Bend in Bluewater. 
The kayaker’s body was found the following day on 
Sept. 6 off the shore of Grand Bend.

The drownings in the Grand Bend area are not the 
first of the busy tourist season in the region, when 
beaches along the coast of Lake Huron are crowded 
with beachgoers looking to escape the summer heat.

The body of a 22-year-old from Nepal was found 
after an extensive 11-day search. The individual had 
gone missing in May after an incident involving a 
raft carrying five individuals in distress at Pinery 
Provincial Park.

In late June, a 67-year-old man also died after he 
was recovered from the water at Grand Bend’s south 
beach.

Though the main beach in Grand Bend offers life-

guard coverage throughout the day in the summer, 
most beaches along the lakeshore do not, and police 
are urging everyone planning on spending time in or 
on the water to take precautions.

Those precautions include swimming alone; wear-
ing a lifejacket or personal f lotation device; super-
vising children closely around water; knowing your 
limits as a swimmer; avoiding alcohol or drug use 
while around the water; checking conditions before 
entering the water; and keeping a charged cell phone 
or another reliable means of communication nearby 
in case of emergency.

Lambton County OPP said most water-related trag-
edies are preventable.

“Whether you’re boating, swimming, fishing or 
spending time at the cottage, take a few simple pre-
cautions; wear your lifejacket, supervise children 
closely, stay sober, know your limits, and respect 
the water,” they said. “Lambton County OPP want 
everyone to enjoy Ontario’s water ways and, most 
importantly make it home safely.”

Police are urging residents and tourists to be cautious as 
they spend time in or around the water after a string of four 
drownings in less than two weeks in the Grand Bend area. 
Pictured above are police during search efforts in May to 
find a 22-year-old individual from Nepal who went missing at 
Pinery Provincial Park.

(DAN ROLPH PHOTO)
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Police urge caution after four drownings in Grand Bend area

tions and unique ways to give back, the 
evening promises to offer something 
for everyone, all while helping make 
compassionate hospice care possible 
for local families.

But the true heart of Handbags for 
Hospice is the difference each guest, 
donor, sponsor and community sup-
porter helps create.

At Jessica’s House Hospice, residents 
and their families receive exceptional 
care in a peaceful, home-like setting, 
close to the people and places they 
know and love. There is no cost to fam-
ilies for this care. The generosity of the 
community helps make that possible.

“When someone supports Handbags 
for Hospice, they are doing so much 
more than supporting an event,” said 

fund development and communications 
co-ordinator Meghan O’Rourke. “They 
are helping ensure that local families 
can access exceptional care, comfort 
and support when they need it most. 
Every ticket, donation, sponsorship and 
auction contribution has a purpose, and 
together, these gifts make a lasting dif-
ference.”

Guests can look forward to an eve-
ning filled with fashion, food, enter-
tainment and opportunities to give 
back. The event will feature silent and 
live Auctions, a wine wall, gift card 
wall and the chance to take home a 
beautiful handbag.

With so many exciting elements 
planned, tickets are expected to be in 
demand. Those who want to experience 
the evening while supporting local hos-

pice care are encouraged to get their 
tickets early.

For those unable to attend, there are 
still plenty of ways to make an impact.

Businesses and individuals can sup-
port the event by donating a bottle of 
wine to the wine wall, contributing a 
gift card, donating an auction item, be-
coming an event sponsor or making a 
monetary donation to Jessica’s House 
Hospice.

Jessica’s House Hospice receives ap-
proximately 40 per cent of its funding 
from government sources. The remain-
ing over $1 million needed to provide 
hospice care rely heavily on donations 
and community fundraising, meaning 
every dollar raised through Handbags 
for Hospice helps Jessica’s House con-
tinue to be there for residents and fam-

ilies across the community.
“Hospice care is about making sure 

families can focus on what matters 
most — being together,” said O’Ro-
urke. “Our community makes it possi-
ble for us to provide that care. When 
people come together for events like 
Handbags for Hospice, they are helping 
create moments of comfort, connection 
and peace for families during an in-
credibly vulnerable time in their lives.”

Tickets are now available, and com-
munity members are encouraged to get 
theirs early and be part of an evening 
where fashion meets purpose under the 
stars.

For tickets, sponsorship opportu-
nities, donation information and full 
event details, visit www.jessicashouse-
hospice.ca.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Handbags for Hospice returns Oct. 23
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WEEKEND QUIZ
By Jake Grant

1. Which animal has fingerprints that are so 
similar to humans they can confuse forensic 
investigators?
2. Which country consumes the most chocolate 
per person each year?
3. What is the largest moon in the Solar System?
4. What is the only continent with no active 
volcanoes?
5. What is the only metal that is liquid at room 
temperature?
6. Which famous scientist developed the three 
laws of motion?
7. What does UN stand for?
8. What was Dolly Parton’s middle name?
9. Which animal’s egg case is often called a 
“mermaid’s purse”?
10. A tax or duty to be paid on a particular class of 
imports or exports is known as a ____?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 30

My early-spring mating call sounds like a snore plus a couple of  low grunts. There will 
be quite a chorus when many are courting. I am about 5 to 11 centimetres long. I feed 

on insects, spiders and even small snakes, worms, and crickets. My mate will lay around 
3,500 eggs in an up to 15 centimetre mass, either on the surface or attached to vegeta-

tion on slow-moving water.

Photo Quiz
Exeter Examiner

Who are you looking at?
By Judy and Barry Johnson

This week’s answers are found on pg. 30
HINT: I share part of  my name with a big cat seen on Safari in Africa.If you would like to submit a

 White Squirrel Sighting, contact us at
info@exeterexaminer.com

White
Squirrel

Watch

PHOTO BY
MINDY BELL

SPOTTED ON THE MACNAUGHTON-
MORRISON TRAIL THE MORNING OF 

JUNE 18, 2026.

A progressive agricultural company located in 
Mitchell, ON, we are looking for a hardworking 

individual to assist in the daily operations 
of our precast concrete plant. 

We have permanent full-time position available 
for

Precast Plant Supervisor

The ideal candidate will be committed to quality 
workmanship, utilize good communication 

skills, and work well with others to instruct and 
delegate with daily operations. 

Mechanical aptitude and problem solving skills 
to foster a safe and productive environment are 

considered beneficial assets.

We offer competitive wages combined with a 
comprehensive benefits program to encourage 

long term employment.

Fax resume to 519-393-6532 
Or email to markv@fgc.ca 

Only successful candidates will be contacted.

“SERVING FARMERS SINCE 1978”

WANT TO DE-CLUTTER YOUR BASEMENT, 
SHED OR GARAGE? We can help!

We offer quality service at reasonable rates for 
cleaning up entire properties, assisting you in the 

clean up or just hauling the junk away!

Call Ian at Cell: 519.636.5825 or Home: 519.235.2183 or 
e-mail iantuck@worldline.ca for more information

• Cast iron

• Steel

• Lead

• Aluminum

• Tin

• Pots and pans

• Computers

• Small Appliances

• Fallen Trees

WE OFFER FREE PICKUP FOR MOST METAL ITEMS!

WE TAKE UNWANTED HOUSEHOLD ITEMS!

WE DO YARD CLEAN UP!

• Brass

• Old Appliances

• Farm Machinery

• Vehicles and Parts

• Automotive Batteries

• Lamps

• Air Conditioners

• Dehumidifiers

• Brush

• Vehicles

• BBQ’s and tanks

• Pop cans

• Lawn mowers

• Large Appliances

... and more

• Storm Cleanup

... and more

We clean up for you!
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Ausable Bayfield Conservation Author-
ity (ABCA) has recognized innovators for 
soil health with the presentation of a De-
cade Award.

During 2026, ABCA’s 80th anniversa-
ry year, the local watershed management 
organization is presenting an award, each 
month, for each decade of its history. 
ABCA presented the Decade Award, for 
work in the 1990s and onward, to innova-
tors in soil health and conservation tillage. 
This most recent award was presented on 
Thursday, Aug. 13, 2026, at Ironwood 
Golf Course east of Exeter.

On behalf of the ABCA board of direc-
tors, the representative from Municipality 
of North Middlesex, Adrian Cornelissen, 
presented the award.

“We are honoured to take this oppor-
tunity to recognize the leadership, dedi-
cation and innovation of the entire agri-
cultural sector,” he said. “We would also 

like to make special mention of the work 
of conservation tillage and soil health in-
novators and champions. Many of those 
innovators for soil are here with us today.”

Speaking about soil health innovation, 
at the ceremony, were Rick Kootstra; Don 
Lobb; and Tom Prout.

Rick Kootstra, of Huron County Soil 
and Crop Improvement Association (HS-
CIA), is farm manager at Huronview 
Demonstration Farm near Clinton, On-
tario. The demonstration farm is a part-
nership of HSCIA, the County of Huron, 
Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authori-
ty, and other partners in agriculture and 
drainage industries. At the demo farm, 
agricultural producers from HSCIA use 
best management practices including cov-
er crops. Working together, the farm part-
ners evaluate BMPs at the site and sample 
for water quality.

Don Lobb is an inductee into the Ontar-
io Agricultural Hall of Fame. He farmed 
in Clinton in Huron County for more than 
35 years where he was a leader in the es-

tablishment and improvement of soil con-
servation practices to the benefit of water 
quality.

Tom Prout, P.Ag., is a recipient of the 
Distinguished Agrologist Award from 
the Ontario Institute of Agrologists. He 
worked for 40 years in the conservation 
field and he spent 32 of those years as gen-
eral manager and secretary-treasurer at 
Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority.

Honorees at the Decade Award cere-
mony included: Jeff Allan; Ryan Carlow; 
Sharon Devine; Wim Feddes; Jim Ginn; 
Chelsea Gowton; Tom and Adam Hayter; 
Steve Howard and Lawrence Hogan; Rick 
Kootstra; Marg Kroes and Jack Kroes; 
Don Lobb; Jack McGregor; Walter McIl-
wain; Kevin McKague; Lillie Ann Mor-
ris; Peter Nonkes; Tom Prout; Don and 
Dave Pullen; Jane Sadler Richards and 
Doug Richards; Jo-Anne Rzadki; Martin 
Straathof; Keith, Geoff and Mike Strang; 
John Vander Burgt (posthumously); Chris 
Van Esbroeck; Doug Walker; and Alan 
Willits.

This was the sixth Decade Award pre-
sented. ABCA previously honoured the 
following recipients:

-	 1940s — Member municipali-
ties, for vision in forming Ontario’s first 
conservation authority and for continued 
partnership.

-	 1950s — Ontario Parks, for es-
tablishing and stewarding Pinery Provin-
cial Park.

-	 1960s — Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources (formerly Department 
of Lands and Forests), for a lasting legacy 
of reforestation.

-	 1970s — Ausable Bayfield Con-
servation Foundation, for work in the 
community since ABCF was formed in 
1974.

-	 1980s — Local community ser-
vice groups, recognizing decades of 
strong partnerships in our watershed 
communities.

ABCA will continue to honour groups, 
for each decade of its history, throughout 
the anniversary year.

During the 80th anniversary year of Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority (ABCA), the ABCA recognized agricultural soil and water innovators working toward healthier soils, with a De-
cade Award. Shown at the award evening, at Ironwood Golf Course on Thursday, Aug. 13, 2026, are (from left to right in photo): Marg Kroes, Lillie Ann Morris, Jack Kroes, Don Lobb, Harriet 
Vander Burg,; Josh Vander Burgt, Jo-Anne Rzadki, Kevin McKague, ABCA Healthy Watersheds manager Mari Veliz, Jeff Allan, Doug Richards, Jane Sadler Richards, Ryan Carlow, Chelsea 
Gowton, Chris Van Esbroeck, ABCA board representative Adrian Cornelissen, Rick Kootstra, Tom Prout, Jim Ginn, ABCA Healthy Watersheds specialist Hope Brock, and Doug Walker.

(AUSABLE BAYFIELD CONSERVATION PHOTOS)

Ausable Bayfield Conservation recognizes innovators for soil 
with Decade Award

Shown in photo, from left to right, are ABCA Healthy Watersheds manager Mari Veliz, ABCA 
board of directors representative Adrian Cornelissen, and presenters, at the Decade Award 
ceremony, Rick Kootstra, Don Lobb, and Tom Prout.

EXETER EXAMINER STAFF

Staff Contribution

Tom Prout, who served for more than three decades as general manager and secretary-trea-
surer of Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority (ABCA), received special recognition, 
from influential soil and water conservation innovator Don Lobb, during a soil health event 
at Ironwood Golf Course on Thursday, Aug. 13, 2026.
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Commercial  |  Farm  |  Residential  |  Auto

axiommutual.ca

Zurich Office
519-236-4381

Strathroy Office
519-246-1132

Take Care of What  
Matters Most.

DOES SOMEONE’S 
DRINKING

BOTHER YOU?

Severe thunderstorms rolled into southern Ontario Sept. 2, bringing with them intense 
winds and heavy rainfall that caused damage throughout the region that left many com-
munities without power. Environment Canada issued a red severe thunderstorm warning 
for the storms that had gusting winds of more than 100 km/h. Thousands of properties in 
parts of South Huron, Bluewater and Grand Bend remained without power Sept. 3 as crews 
continued to assess damage and restore connections.

(DAN ROLPH PHOTOS)

Severe thunderstorms cause damage in local communities

Police closed King Street in Hensall after the storm brought down overhead cables.

A tree along Highway 4 was ripped in half by the storm’s strong winds Many trees in Hensall were left damaged after the storm. 
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MUNICIPALITY OF BLUEWATER
NOTICE OF ELECTION INFORMATION

Municipal Elections Act, 1996 (s. 40)

Mayor – 1 to be elected
Paul Klopp
Tyler Hessel

Councillor, Bayfield Ward – 1 to be elected
E.J. Bauer
Michael DeCorte

Councillor, Hensall Ward – 1 to be elected
Joan Bradley
Scott Harris

Councillor, Zurich Ward – 1 to be elected
Jason Becker
Winona Sangster

Councillor, Hay East Ward – 1 to be elected
Joey Groot
Megan Goss

Councillor, Stanley East Ward – 1 to be elected
David Armstrong
Peter Walden

Councillor, Stanley West Ward – 1 to be elected
Brian Kellow
Greg Lamport

Municipal Elections for 
the offices of:

The following municipal offices were acclaimed: The following municipal offices were acclaimed: Deputy Mayor; Councillor, Hay West Ward.Deputy Mayor; Councillor, Hay West Ward.
The following school board trustees were acclaimed: The following school board trustees were acclaimed: English Public; English Separate; French Public; French Separate.English Public; English Separate; French Public; French Separate.

• Voting Method –• Voting Method – Telephone and Internet Telephone and Internet
• Location of Revision and Help Centre:• Location of Revision and Help Centre: 14 Mill Avenue, Zurich Ontario 14 Mill Avenue, Zurich Ontario

• Voting Period: beginning • Voting Period: beginning October 13 at 9:00 a.m. through to October 26 at 8:00 p.m.October 13 at 9:00 a.m. through to October 26 at 8:00 p.m.
Dated August 24, 2026 Dated August 24, 2026 

Chandra Alexander, ClerkChandra Alexander, Clerk

Corn was cooked over a wood fire in a large kettle for the 
hungry diners to enjoy.

(MACKENZIE HODGINS PHOTOS)

Fly-in corn roast at Sexsmith Airfield

From left are Exeter Scouts Kacey DeWetering, James DeWetering, Bentley Hern and Ben DeWetering.
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Sept 23 
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Film Screening & 
Conversation

The Falstaff Family Centre
35 Waterloo Street North

A new collaborative initiative will make it easier for 
people across Huron and Perth Counties to access timely 
mental health support when they need it.

Beginning the week of Sept. 14, 2026, Huron Health 
System, Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance, Canadian 
Mental Health Association (CMHA) Huron Perth, Ca-
nadian Mental Health Association (CMHA) Thames 
Valley, and Medavie Mobile Mental Health will launch 
Huron-Perth Walk-In Counselling, a new pathway for 
individuals aged 16 and older to connect with a therapy 
session without an appointment.

The initiative brings together members of the Huron 
Perth Addiction and Mental Health Alliance to expand 
access to counselling and help people connect with the 
right care at the right time.

“Making it easier for people to access support when 
they need it is an important part of building a stronger 
local system of care,” said Huron Health System pres-
ident and CEO Jimmy Trieu. “This new program will 
create another pathway for people to connect with mental 
health support when they are ready to reach out. It is also 

an excellent example of what can happen when local or-
ganizations work together.”

Walk-in counselling is intended for individuals expe-
riencing mental health concerns who would benefit from 
timely access to a therapy session. People can access the 
service when they need it and return as often as needed, 
helping ensure they receive support that reflects their cir-
cumstances and needs.

“Having same day access across the mental health and 
addiction system in Huron Perth is a significant step for-
ward for our system. For the first time, people can access 
services in a number of locations via a number of orga-
nizations, but still receive the same care,” said CMHA 
Huron Perth CEO Catherine Hardman. “Mental health 
and addiction issues continue to grow in our communi-
ties and increasing access to care across the spectrum is 
vital to managing the increasing demand.”

A full schedule of walk-in counselling opportuni-
ties across Huron and Perth Counties will be available 
through the Huron Health System website at www.hu-
ronhealthsystem.ca/walk-in-counselling. Individuals 
looking for more information about the program can also 
contact the Huron-Perth Helpline and Crisis Response 
Team at 1-888-829-7484.

Huron-Perth Walk-in Counselling to provide faster access to 
mental health support
EXETER EXAMINER STAFF

Staff Contribution

519-520-5366
Deb@granthaven.com

Exeter Examiner
N  E  W  S  P  A  P  E  R

The Exeter Examiner is here to support local The Exeter Examiner is here to support local 
organizations, events and seasonal initiatives whileorganizations, events and seasonal initiatives while
providing strong exposure opportunities for our providing strong exposure opportunities for our 

advertising partners.advertising partners.

CONTACT CONTACT DEB LORDDEB LORD  
TO SECURE YOUR SPOTTO SECURE YOUR SPOT

Position your business alongside 
the Exeter Examiner’s recognition 
of our Local Volunteer Firefighters.

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER
www.g r a n t h a v e n . c om
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$299!
(519) 238-2368
29 Gill Road, Grand Bend, ON
grandbendfamilydental.com 

Need Help? 
We Can Guide You!

OOnnllyy
Ask Us About 

the CDCP!

CCoommpprreehheennssiivvee  
EExxaamm,,  CClleeaanniinngg

  &&  XX--RRaayy::

Available for ALL
 Patients!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Greater Grand Bend Area Com-
munity Funds are accepting applications 
for community grants — an incredible 
opportunity to support projects that ben-
efit residents across this area.

The Greater Grand Bend Advisory 
committee will review all submissions 
in mid-October, with funding decisions 
communicated by early November.

“Last year, we received 40 applications 

and awarded 27 grants and scholarships, 
totaling $151,400,” said Greater Grand 
Bend Area Advisory committee chair 
Pete Janzen. “With more than 100 people 
attending our Grant Awards last Novem-
ber, it was our biggest celebration yet.”

Grants are offered in the following ar-
eas of interest:

- Children and youth.
- Family and community.
- Health physical activity.
- Education.
- Social services and low-income im-

pact.

- Preservation of the environment.
- Diversity, equity, inclusion and be-

longing.
- Arts and culture.
While some programs may have a 

broader reach, priority is given to those 
that show a meaningful and measurable 
impact within the specific community 
tied to the fund group, in this case, the 
greater Grand Bend area. Applicants are 

encouraged to clearly outline how their 
program serves local residents of this 
area, including any relevant data such as 
the number of individuals impacted, geo-
graphic reach, and community outcomes.

Applications are being accepted online 
only and must be submitted by midnight 
on Sept. 30, 2026. To review grant guide-
lines and submit an application, visit sun-
setcommunityfoundation.ca/grants.

Earlier this week, U.S minister of war, Pete Hegseth, 
posted a picture on social media of some cadets which 

included disparaging remarks about Canada’s cadet 
programme and the Canadian Armed forces in gen-
eral.

He and millions of Americans should be reminded 
that last week President Trump presented four brave 

pioneers with the U.S. Congressional Space Medal of 
Honor in the Oval Office. One of those pioneers who 
was instrumental in that resounding success, was a 
proud Canadian cadet and continues his career in Can-
ada.

DREW ROBERTSON

Crediton

Funding available for projects that impact the greater Grand Bend area
EXETER EXAMINER STAFF

Staff Contribution

IRELANDS MULTI AWARDWINNING 
COUNTRY STAR IS COMING TO 
PURPLE HILL COUNTRY OPRY

20903 Purple Hill Rd,
 Thorndale, Ontario

Call for tickets $40 per person, 
Doors open at 6pm 

519-461-0538 

Join Purple Hill Country Opry in Join Purple Hill Country Opry in 
Welcoming Irelands Shinning Star Welcoming Irelands Shinning Star 
and multi award winningand multi award winning

OWEN MACOWEN MAC
to the stage along withto the stage along with
“The Canadian Country Show Band”“The Canadian Country Show Band”  

purplehillcountrymusichall.capurplehillcountrymusichall.ca

Featuring:Featuring:

Northern Ireland Northern Ireland 
Country Music Award Country Music Award 

“Best Male Newcomer”“Best Male Newcomer”

Friday Friday 
SeptemberSeptember
25th • 7 PM25th • 7 PM

BE IN THE KNOW!
Get the Latest 

Edition Delivered 
Straight to Your 

Inbox!
www.granthaven.com/exeter-examiner

Exeter Examiner 
N  E  W  S  P  A  P  E  R 
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“Let Our Customer Service
Bring You Home…”

BUILDING MANAGERS

1-519-636-3213

THE CROSSING
500 Acheson Street, Exeter

Stylish
1 & 2 Bedroom

Suites

Showcasing suites with 6 appliances, including dishwasher,
in-suite laundry, personal climate control and private balconies.
Desirable amenities include a common room, elevator & wheel-
chair accessibility, and the convenience of nearby shopping,
restaurants and community centres.

TOWERVIEW APARTMENTS
65 William Street, Exeter

Contemporary suites in a tranquil community. Each suite includes
central air conditioning, in-suite laundry, and spacious closet
space. Live in comfort with secured entrances, elevator & wheel-
chair accessibility, and the convenience of nearby nature trails,
and desirable boutiques and cafés.

www.williamsandmcdaniel.com

Contact us today
to book your personal tour

519-636-3213
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TOWERVIEW APARTMENTS
65 William Street, Exeter

Contemporary suites in a tranquil community. Each 
suite includes central air conditioning, in-suite 
laundry, and spacious closet space. Live in comfort 
with secured entrances, elevator & wheelchair 
accessibility and the convenience of nearby nature 
trails, and desirable boutiques and cafés.

Showcasing suites with 6 appliances, including 
dishwasher, in-suite laundry, personal climate control 
and private balconies. Desirable amenities include a 
common room, elevator & wheelchair accessibility, 
and the convenience of nearby shopping, restaurants 
and community centres.

THE CROSSING
500 Acheson Street, Exeter

Stylish 
1 & 2 Bedroom 

Suites
Contact us today 

to book your personal tour

519-636-3213519-636-3213
“Let Our Customer Service 

Bring You Home…”

DISTRIBUTED TO OVER 38,000 HOUSEHOLDS IN THREE NEWSPAPERS: THE EXETER TIMES-ADVOCATE, THE STRATFORD GAZETTE AND THE ST. MARYS JOURNAL ARGUS.
TO ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION CONTACT THE OFFICES BELOW

•Your Health Is Our Priority •A Day in the Garden •Priority Health
•Grow Your Own Veggies • Power Of Giving

Grandview Apartments Towerview ApartmentsGG
Adult

Lifestyle
CALL FOR YOUR

PERSONAL TOUR

519-237
-3647

10 Summer Grove Rd, Grand Bend
1 & 2 bedroom units includes 5 appliances & balcony. Common room
with kitchen facilities available. Located beside drug store, grocery store,

medical centre PLUS close to beautiful Lake Huron.
www.grandviewapartments.ca

65 William St., Exeter
This adult lifestyle apartment complex is dedicated to your comfort. Located
close to the downtown area this quiet facility has lots to offer... 1&2 bedroom

units available • 5 appliances included • elevator & controlled entrance.
www.exetertowerview.com

...See inside  for more

May 2017

EXETER | 519-235-1331 STRATFORD | 519-271-8002ST. MARYS | 519-284-2440

Towerview ApartmentsTowerview Apartments
65 William St., Exeter

This adult lifestyle apartment complex is dedicated to your This adult lifestyle apartment complex is dedicated to your 
comfort. Located close to the downtown area this quiet facility has lots comfort. Located close to the downtown area this quiet facility has lots 

to offer... 1&2 bedroom units available • 5 appliances included to offer... 1&2 bedroom units available • 5 appliances included 
• elevator & controlled entrance.• elevator & controlled entrance.

www.exetertowerview.comwww.exetertowerview.com

Grandview ApartmentsGrandview Apartments
10 Summer Grove Rd, Grand Bend

1 & 2 bedroom units includes 5 appliances & balcony. Common room 1 & 2 bedroom units includes 5 appliances & balcony. Common room 
with kitchen facilities available. Located beside drug store, grocery with kitchen facilities available. Located beside drug store, grocery 

store, medical centre PLUS close to beautiful Lake Huron.store, medical centre PLUS close to beautiful Lake Huron.
www.grandviewapartments.cawww.grandviewapartments.ca

Art of Ideas Gallery: A hidden gem right in our backyard

One of the perks of my job is to be 
able to meet some inspiring people and 
to come across some hidden gems in our 
community that need to be shared.

I came across one of these hidden gems 
when I met with Elena Dumitru and took 
a tour of the Art of Ideas Gallery located 
at 236 Jones St. East in St. Marys.

Many people in St. Marys know the 
house. It is that big beautiful red brick 
home at the corner of Jones and King 
Street that has unique architecture and 
some very creative art on the lawn. What 
many don’t know is that inside one can 
find stunning art and creations, all bril-
liantly displayed in a story telling format 
from the ingenious mind of Romanian 
Canadian artist Eugen-Florin Zamfires-
cu, who is also Dumitru’s husband.

Many artists have one genre or one co-
lour palette. What makes Zamfirescu so 
unique is his willingness to cross cate-
gories when expressing his creative vi-
sions, whether it be oil paintings, sculp-
tures, photography, installation art and 
so much more.

The couple are both Romanian. After 
leaving their native country, they lived 
in England for six years and then decid-
ed to move to Toronto. When the apart-
ment that they were living in was filling 
up with art, they decided it was time 
for more space. Originally, they were 
looking in Stratford but took a drive St. 
Marys where they came across, and fell 
in love with, their current house, which 
was for sale at the time. After a series 
of events that fell into place, one being 
their current street in Toronto was King 
Street to the house of their dreams being 
also on a King Street, the couple felt like 
it was meant to be. The rest, as they say, 
is history.

The Art of Ideas Gallery has been 
open for close to four years now and of-
fers three guided tours. No matter which 

tour you take, you will experience the 
whole space as well as the art.

“An Unexpected Journey” takes ap-
proximately 90 minutes and is a jour-
ney into the mind of Zamfirescu, a tour 
where you will learn about his art and 
artistic ethos, about our past, present as 
well as a possible future. As you travel 
to the upper galleries, you will be swept 
from string theory into deep space.

Many visitors have shared with Dumi-
tru that the name “An Unexpected Jour-
ney” is exactly how they describe the 
tour. It goes over and above what they 
were anticipating.

The second tour is called “Echoes of 
Elegance”. This tour also takes approx-
imately 90 minutes but covers a histo-
ry of the house, its unique architecture 
and most famous inhabitants, fascinat-
ing stories about pieces of furniture and 
more, a truly wonderful journey through 
time.

“Dial, Discover and Dream: A Fasci-
nating Tour of Ingenious Machines” is 
the third tour. For someone that enjoys 
vintage measuring and communication 
equipment, consider this one. It is a jour-
ney through imagination, progression, 
and technology of the past, present and 
future.

The tours are available on Saturdays, 
Sundays and Mondays in the summer. 
However, if the times for the set tours 
are not doable, Dumitru said that they 
are flexible and will find a time that does 
work for other days and times of the 
year. The set times can be found on their 
website at https://www.artofideasgal-
lery.com.

What makes Art of Ideas Unique is 
that it is not a public gallery, nor a pri-
vate commercial gallery. It is a private 
home and an artist studio full of stories 
to be told and heard, all originating from 
a brilliant mind.

According to Dumitru, Zamfirescu 
doesn’t like to be put in a square because 
his mind is not in a square. “He loves 

arts, he loves science, he loves technol-
ogy, history, time, old instruments and 
so much more. He also loves carpentry, 
taking things apart and creating things, 
so you can just imagine the curiosity 
that drives his creativity,” she said.

What caught my attention walking in 
was not only the old bend work wood-
working but Zamfirescu’s oil paintings 
in the lower gallery. The paintings tell 
a story from the history of civilization. 
Each painting took the artist a year to 
complete as he uses the techniques of 
the Old Masters of the Renaissance. Ev-
ery painting represents a period of time 
in our history, from primitive times, to 
present, to far into our future. One of 
the paintings depicts a ship in a storm 
symbolizing difficult times such as war, 
plague or any other hardships that we as 
humans have encountered throughout 
history.

Another picture that stood out is one of 
Dumitru’s father who passed away three 
years ago. The painting is called MNE-
MOSYNE (the Goddess of Memory). It 
is of an old cowboy who can no longer 
ride a horse but by holding the saddle, 
can remember the old days. Dumitru’s 
father was the model, and the details are 
so accurate that according to Dumitru, 
if her dad was there, his hand would be 
identical to the painting.

As we arrive in the upper galleries 
we encounter the String Theory series, 
a group of paintings that involves el-
ements from the periodic table. Every 
atom in the universe vibrates, but we as 
humans, cannot hear that vibration. In 
the creative mind of Zamfirescu, he has 
put into painting how these elements, 
these atoms would look and sound when 
being played as a frequency generator in 
a musical instrument. The beauty of it is 
also the fact in every painting there is a 
hand of real musician.

What does the future hold for the gal-
lery? According to Dumitru, there is so 
much potential to tap in to. There are 

potential garden tours and interactive 
art tours for kids. One suggestion that 
we discussed was the possibility of an 
art show that includes art, music, poetry 
and film.

I could go on about this remarkable 
place, but it needs to be seen in person to 
appreciate all of Zamfirescu’s creations.

“The goal of art and the goal of our 
gallery is to open new horizons, to help 
the viewer see inside the mind of an 
artist, in this case a living artist. Art is 
open to interpretation, which makes it 
even more interesting because its mean-
ing can differ from one person to the 
next, depending on how it is viewed,” 
said Dumitru.

Not only is seeing Zamfirescu’s cre-
ations inspiring, but the knowledge also 
that Dumitru has when running a tour 
is very inspiring. Be prepared to learn 
a lot. Not only will you learn about the 
past, but you will also open your mind 
to the future.

Art of Ideas Gallery in St. Marys.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Examiner Correspondent

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Save up to $600/year 
with our Communications Service Bundles! 

BONUS! Earn up to a $150 VISA Gift Card 
from Sept 1-Oct 17. 

(519) 236-4333  •  hay.net/bundling

axiommutual.ca

Director Nomination
The Annual General Meeting of the Members of Axiom Mutual Insurance Company 
will be held at the Ailsa Craig Recreation Centre, 155 Annie Ada Shipley Street, Ailsa 
Craig, Ontario on Thursday, the 18th day of March 2027 at 2:00 p.m. 

 At this Meeting Five (5) Directors are to be elected: 
         • Three Directors, each for a three-year term;
  • One to complete the remaining term of one year resulting 
     from the retirement of a Director; and 
  • One to complete the remaining term of two years resulting 
     from a resignation. 

In accordance with the Corporation’s By-laws, any person wishing to seek election as 
a Director must file their intention to stand for election in writing with the President 
of the Corporation at least one hundred fifty days prior to the Annual General Meet-
ing, being October 19, 2026.  

Applications may be sent to: 
Shawn Durnin, sdurnin@axiommutual.ca

    Dated the 17th day of August, 2026                 Shawn Durnin  
    By the order of the Board                 President/CEO

Robinson Fresh Café  & Robinson Fresh Café  & 
CateringCatering

ServingServing  breakfast, lunch & dinnerbreakfast, lunch & dinner
Fully licensed for alcoholFully licensed for alcohol

Catering for:Catering for:
• Weddings • Family Celebrations • Weddings • Family Celebrations 

• Corporate Events & Community Gatherings • Corporate Events & Community Gatherings 

134 Main St .  S  Exeter,  ON N0M 1S1134 Main St .  S  Exeter,  ON N0M 1S1

Eat Local. Eat Local. 

Celebrate Local.Celebrate Local.

519.235.1106519.235.1106
robinsonsfreshcafe@hay.netrobinsonsfreshcafe@hay.net

Show this ad to enjoy Show this ad to enjoy 

15% off15% off
  your food billyour food bill

Continuing a tradition that 
began way back in 1869, the 
Kirkton Fall Fair returns this 
weekend with a packed sched-
ule of fun events for families to 
enjoy.

The fair remains focused on 
agriculture and all things farm-
ing. There is plenty to see and 
do without a midway or car-
nival games. Inflatables and a 
strawbale structure are sure to 
be popular with youngsters, as 
well as all the various exhibi-
tions and shows. Meanwhile, 
the exhibit hall is filled with 

home canning, home-craft 
items, woodworking, flowers, 
fruit, vegetable and grain en-
tries and creations from local 
kids.

The fair kicks off on Friday, 
Sept. 11, when the gates open 
at 6:30 p.m. A selection of food 
trucks will be on hand, and the 
evening activities include in-
flatables, the exhibit hall, Farm-
er Olympics, and fireworks at 
dusk.

The Kirkton Fair parade 
takes place on Saturday, Sept. 
12 beginning at 10 a.m. The 
route goes along Highway 23 
between Kirkton and the Com-
munity Centre. The parade will 

feature horses, antique cars and 
tractors, and floats from various 
businesses and organizations.

Saturday is chock-full of ac-
tivities right up until 4 p.m. 
The 4-H and Open Dairy Show 
begins at 10 a.m. and the fair’s 
Opening Ceremonies will take 
place at 10:30 a.m. The day’s 
schedule also includes the 
Baby Show at 11 a.m., Mullet 
Competition at noon, Truck 
and Tractor Pull at 3 p.m. and 
Pumpkin Catapult at 3:30 p.m. 
At different times throughout 
the day are pig races, an an-
imal music show, live music 
with Ashley Giles, remote con-
trol car and truck races, a tug 

of war demonstration, and so 
much more.

On Sunday, Sept. 13, start 
your day with a delicious 
breakfast sandwich hosted by 
the Kirkton Community Cen-
tre. These tasty sandwiches are 
available for a donation, with all 
proceeds going to Huron Coun-
ty Food Distribution Centre to 
help support local families in 
need. The breakfast runs from 
9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

A community church service 
will be held at 10 a.m. Then, at 
1 p.m., the classic car show and 
the fan favourite demolition 
derby will get underway.

The fair continues to operate 

thanks to the generosity of local 
donors. The gate fee is the only 
cost to fairgoers — it remains a 
very budget and family friendly 
event. In 2025, the

Kirkton Fall Fair was also 
able to give back through its 
first annual scholarship, and the 
2026 scholarship went to Clay-
ton Hern, who is attending uni-
versity in Alberta this fall.

Friday admission is by do-
nation, while Saturday and 
Sunday prices are $10 each for 
adults and $5 each for youths 
(JK through Grade 12). Pre-
schoolers are free all weekend 
long. For more information, 
visit www.kirktonfair.com.

It’s time for the Kirkton Fall Fair
STEWART GRANT

Publisher
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SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 19, 2026  

10AM - 4PM

Spend the day exploring local farms, 
discovering how your food is grown 
and meet the people behind it. Get 
up close with cute farm critters, and 
shop fresh from the farm.  Enjoy arts 
programming at every stop.  A one-
of-a-kind day in the Huron County 
countryside. 

VISIT THESE LOCAL FARMS!
• Bayfield Lavender Farm
• Harm-N-E Longhorns
• Govers Pumpkin Patch
• Maelstrom Winery
• Malette Family Farm 
• Meeting Place Organic Farm

Self-guided Tours  

Full details at the QR Code or visit ontarioswestcoast.ca/fall-farm-frolic-september-19th-2026/

FREE FARM FUN,   
FOOD & CREATIVITY!

Be a VIP
– includes transportation,  

a VIP Bonus Stop at Weth Mushrooms,
lunch, wine tasting and swag - $75 pp +HST

Community events throughout Huron 
County are being organized to bring people 
together to welcome new residents during 
Welcoming Week, which runs from Sept. 
10 to 19.

Held annually, Welcoming Week aims to 
show new residents the communities’ wel-
coming spirit and create new connections 
among residents and local organizations.

“Everyone in Huron County wants to 
feel supported and truly welcomed by 
neighbours and the larger community,” 
said immigration partnership co-chair Pam 
Somers. “That kind of support takes effort 
and an ongoing commitment to foster a 
sense of belonging and community-wide 
connection. Welcoming Week is where this 
commitment can start.”

Welcoming Week events are being or-
ganized in Brussels, Wingham, Clinton, 
Zurich, Exeter, Seaforth and Goderich. 
Co-ordinated by the Huron County Local 
Immigration Partnership, the events are 
hosted by community partners.

Phil Maier, a community volunteer and 
the other co-chair of Huron County’s Local 
Immigration Partnership, said everyone is 
encouraged to attend the events and wel-
come new residents and immigrants.

“Our goal is to create a community 
where everyone feels supported, at home 
and integrated into all spheres of life,” he 
said. “Attending one of these events is a 

step towards achieving that goal.”
The following events will be taking place 

during Welcoming Week:
Meet Your Neighbour Nights
Meet Your Neighbour Nights are being 

held at Huron County Library branches in 
Brussels, Seaforth, Clinton and Zurich, of-
fering new residents a chance to meet the 
people behind various community orga-
nizations and learn more about their new 
community.

- Brussels — Sept. 9 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m.

- Zurich — Sept. 15 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 
p.m.

- Clinton — Sept. 16 from 6:30 p.m. to 
8 p.m.

- Seaforth — Sept. 16, from 7 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m.

Community concert
A community concert is being planned 

at Cruikshank Park on Sept. 9 at 6:30 
p.m. Local performers will take the stage, 
and an open mic will offer other singers a 
chance to showcase their talent. Games and 
crafts are also being planned at the Wing-
ham event.

Awards gala
An awards gala for immigrants making 

a positive impact with a keynote address 
from Dr. Wayne Caldwell will take place 
on Sept. 10 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. upstairs 
in the Clinton arena (Libro Hall). The event 
will highlight the various contributions 
immigrants are making to our region’s 
well-being and highlight.

Information session
People interested in learning how tempo-

rary residents in Canada can become per-
manent residents are encouraged to attend 
an information session at Trivitt Memorial 
Church in Exeter on Sept. 14 from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. The information session will be led 
by two regulated Canadian immigration 
consultants who work with newcomers and 
employers in Huron County.

Brussels fall fair
First-time fair goers are encouraged to 

attend the Brussels fall fair on Sept. 15 and 
16, where tours will be led by fair volun-
teers. The tour will introduce people to the 
longstanding rural tradition of celebrating 
the community’s agricultural bounty and 
way of life with an annual community cel-
ebration.

Exeter community block party
A community block party will take place 

in Exeter on Sept. 16 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
at the South Huron Municipal Office park-
ing lot. The event will feature games, mu-
sic, food trucks, and a chance to make art 
while meeting various organizations in the 
area.

Community curators exhibit and mov-
ie nights

In Goderich, the stories of immigrants 
will be featured in a community curators 
exhibit at the Huron County Museum, 
which will launch on Sept. 17 at 6 p.m. The 
launch will be followed by the premier of a 
new season of multilingual movie nights. 
The film being screened will be “The 

Mother and the Bear.” The film follows the 
story of a young Korean immigrant in Win-
nipeg who falls into a coma, leading her 
overbearing mother to fly in from Seoul to 
be by her side and meddle in her life via a 
dating app.

Children’s storytime in Goderich
A special children’s storytime is being 

planned on Saturday, September 19 at the 
Goderich branch of the Huron County Li-
brary at 10:30 a.m. The storytime will be 
led by a special guest reader, originally 
from Iran, who will read from a picture 
book by an Iranian author.

Bus tour
The Huron Welcome Hub for Newcom-

ers are organizing a bus tour to four farms 
in Huron County on Sept. 19 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. The bus tour is designed for new-
comers to Canada and will introduce peo-
ple to farmers who operate cattle, alpaca, 
organic and mushroom farms.

“Welcoming Week is a fun opportunity 
for people from all backgrounds to discov-
er new stories, cultures, and connections 
together,” said Somers. “These events are 
part of a global movement where com-
munities around the world are focused on 
fostering deeper understanding and con-
nection amount neighbours. We are excited 
to continue to offer these events in Huron 
County.”

For more details about Welcoming Week 
events in Huron County, visit www.huron-
county.ca/economic-development/welcom-
ing-week.

Welcoming week returns to Huron County this September
EXETER EXAMINER STAFF

Staff Contribution
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1350 Fanshawe Park Rd W
London, Ontario www.austinandtaylor.com

(519) 473-5400 Monday-Friday: 10:00am-6:00pm
Saturday: 9:30am-5:30pm

Sunday: Closed

Exceptional support. Exceptional prices.

SURPRISINGLY

COMFORTABLE.
SERIOUSLY 

Discover Stressless Comfort
at Austin & Taylor

AFFORDABLE.

100% Genuine Leather
Chair & Ottoman
Available in four colour options
In-stock & available for
immediate delivery

100% Genuine Leather
Chair & Ottoman
Shadow Blue or Bordeaux
In-stock & available for
immediate delivery

Consul ChairSunrise Chair 

$2399 $1999

SPECIAL PURCHASE

FREE 
Delivery to

Exeter
Weekly

(WEST COAST LIONS CLUB PHOTOS)

West Coast Lions support Huron Tract Land Trust Conservancy

The West Coast Lions Club has finished its Wednesday Night Familiar Favourites concert series for 2026, but the club is still collecting enough donations through barbecues and popcorn 
sales to continue passing on everyone’s giving. On Sept. 4, Lion Michael Taylor handed a $500 cheque to Kerry Teskey, board chair of the Huron Tract Land Trust Conservancy, which 
protects the Warner Preserve in Grand Bend along with other area properties. Information on this organization is available at https://htltc.ca/.
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Now Open in Lucan
Highview Lucan is now open. A private 

ages and abilities live alongside one another in a 
way that feels warm, familiar, and connected.

Retirement Living  |  Dementia Care  |  Supported Independent Living

Dementia Care

Thoughtful, relationship-centred support in a calm, secure home 
designed for life with dementia. Familiar faces, meaningful 
connection, and support designed so each person can be as 
independent as possible, for as long as possible.

Supported Independent Living

For adults with developmental disabilities who are ready for 
greater independence. A supportive home where people can build 
friendships, routines, and confidence in everyday life, with support 
designed to help each person be as independent as possible.

Retirement Living

For seniors who want to continue living independently, with support 
available if and when it’s needed. Shared meals, familiar faces, and 
opportunities for connection are part of everyday life, with thoughtful 
support woven naturally into the day.

Life at Highview Lucan

• Associates on site, day and night 

• Chef-prepared meals 

• Private suites with ensuite bathrooms 

• Gardens and outdoor spaces 

• Located on Main Street in the heart of Lucan 

• Support thoughtfully woven into the natural rhythms of daily life

Daily life follows the person. Breakfast when they’re ready. 
Time in the garden, a favourite activity, a conversation with a 
neighbour — or simply time to themselves. Support is there 
when it’s needed, woven naturally into the day. The day belongs 
to the person living it.

Daily Life at Highview Lucan

*Available for new move-ins to Highview Lucan by  
December 31, 2026. Up to $2,000 toward eligible moving services.

Receive up to $2,000 
toward the cost of moving 
into Highview Lucan.*

highviewres.com/lucan 
1-877-777-6523 
139 Main Street, Lucan,  
Ontario. N0M 2J0

Come see Highview Lucan for yourself. 
Book a tour today.
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SPORTS

Two local teams hit the road Aug. 14 to 16 to compete in the 47th annual Mitchell Griz-
zlies Cornfest Slo-Pitch tournament, coming out on top in both the men’s and women’s rec 
league brackets. The Hit Talkers went undefeated in the tournament, including in an intense 
final when they erased a 12-10 deficit with three runs in the bottom of the seventh, winning 
13-12.

Gord Jr.’s were also successful in the Cornfest tournament in Mitchell, claiming the top spot 
in the men’s rec bracket. After losing 6-2 in their morning game, they stormed back to win 
the semi-final 13-3 and walked away with the championship with a 16-4 win over the team 
that beat them earlier in the tournament.

Local rec teams win big at Mitchell Cornfest tournament
(BRIAN HODGINS PHOTOS)

The Exeter Extremes U17 team returned home triumphantly after their year-end playoff 
tournament in Norwich as “B” Division champions. The tournament was held from Aug. 
15 to 16, and the team went undefeated throughout the weekend. In their final against the 
Norwich-Otterville Otters, the Extremes pulled ahead in a close matchup that wrapped up 
in a 17-16 final score, giving Exeter the win. In front from left are Brooklyn Dietrich and 
Ellie Heessels. In middle from left are Sydney VanDongen Miles, Cadence Bowerman, Mary 
Bamba and Abby Masse. In back from left are coach Lori Dietrich, head coach Derek Miles, 
Bria Passmore, Quinn Palen, Leah McCann, Adrie Bedard, Naina Chouhan, coach Richard 
Heessels and coach Parteek Chouhan Cha. Missing are coach Drew Glavin, Zoee VanBer-
gen, Grace Kozachanko and Aliya Masse.

Exeter Extremes U17 team are “B” Division champs

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

*Authorized by Maureen Cole*
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LOCAL SPORTS SCRAPBOOK
(MICHELE HODGERT PHOTOS)

The Crediton Cubs Intermediate Fastball team ended their season as “B” champions at their 
year-end tournament on Aug. 22. One of the team’s proudest moments from the tournament 
was defeating the top team in the league in the final inning of a game that lasted 2.5 hours. 
Pictured is left fielder Amanda Hodgert as she prepares at bat.

Short stop Melissa Elliot of the Crediton Cubs watches the pitches.

Second baseman Kayla Orr of the Crediton Cubs is ready for takeoff during the Aug. 22 year-
end tournament.

Utility player Erin Oke of the Crediton Cubs frames the pitch.

Cubs pitcher Natalie Steeper prepares a pitch while first baseman Sarah Nixon is ready for 
the hit.
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BACK IN TIME
30 Years Ago
September 18, 1996 - Winners of the Ironwood ju-

nior golf tournament were Brian Hayman, Steve Far-
quhar, Jared Bourne, Cam Murray, Scott Ralph and 
Adam Little.

Excessive rainfall last week has put local vegeta-
ble crops on hold. On Monday records at the Huron 
Research Station indicated nearly 224 millimetres of 
rain had fallen in the area since Sept. 1. Last weekend 
alone recorded over 132 mm of precipitation, beating 
the 17 year average for the entire month which is 102.8 
mm.

Buying lottery tickets on a regular basis has paid off 
for Bill Waghorn of Kirkton. As the result of holding 
the second prize ticket in the 6-49 lottery on Sept. 11 
he is now richer by $133,039.20.

40 Years Ago
September 17, 1986 - Whether it was measured in 

metric (176.2 millimetres) or imperial (6.94 inches) 
the rainfall of the past week created major headaches 
and losses for many area residents. Many homeown-
ers who had flooded basements have already assumed 
their damages. Bert Visscher of Visscher Farms re-
ports he has lost 40 acres of cauliflower and 20 acres 
of broccoli and estimates his loss at $150,000.

55 Years Ago
September 16, 1971 - Rebellion discount prices are 

in effect this week at Darling’s IGA in Exeter and 
Grand Bend’s Betty and Art’s IGA including red or 
blue savoy steaks at 99 cents a pound, 9 oz. packages 
of French fries for nine cents and Chiquita brand ba-
nanas for 13 cents a pound.

65 Years Ago
September 18, 1961 - Ken Cudmore of London, for-

merly of Exeter was the winner of the $25,000 home 
giveaway at Western Fair in London this week.

Kongskilde Maskinfabrik of Soroe, Sweden has 
purchased the former Northland Hatchery building on 
Highway 83 according to Exeter Industrial develop-
ment chairman W.G. Cochrane.

70 Years Ago
September 17, 1956 - Bus transportation for rural 

students costing about $30,000 for the school year has 
been approved by the SHDHS board.

Charles Jinks, 78, a resident of Hensall for more than 
50 years and a rural mail carrier on R.R. 1 Hensall for 
34 years is retiring.

80 Years Ago
September 15, 1946 - Over 10,000 ration books have 

been issued in the Exeter district. Mr. R.N. Creech in 
charge of the distribution here was assisted by several 
volunteers.

A half penny bank token of the Bank of Upper Can-
ada was found by Mrs. M. McAvoy in her garden. 
Date on the coin was 1857.

105 Years Ago
September 16, 1921 - Sometime during one night 

last week thieves got into the store of W.W. Taman 
and stole a quantity of men’s furnishing.

They got in through the cellar window and left by 
the back door.

INSCRIPTIONS • CLEANING
JIM HOFFMAN

519-641-9219

DASHWOOD
STONE 

CENTRE 
MONUMENTS
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FALL INTO GRAND BENDFALL INTO GRAND BEND  
Shopping Event!Shopping Event!  

September 25th - October 31st, 2026September 25th - October 31st, 2026
Shop Weekly for Your Chance to Win!Shop Weekly for Your Chance to Win!

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING GRAND PRIZE DRAWING 
2-Night Stay at 2-Night Stay at 
THE COLONIAL HOTEL WITH THE COLONIAL HOTEL WITH 
DINNER FOR TWO DINNER FOR TWO 
(Valued at $700)(Valued at $700)

Additional Info.Additional Info.
• Spend $10 or more at 2 or more shops per week• Spend $10 or more at 2 or more shops per week

Using the QR code on your passport, enter to win prizes each week!Using the QR code on your passport, enter to win prizes each week!
• Spend $10 or more in 10 or more stores (and log your info using the • Spend $10 or more in 10 or more stores (and log your info using the 

QR code) to enter to win the grand prize QR code) to enter to win the grand prize 
- which will be drawn November 1- which will be drawn November 1

Pick up your passports at one of the 21 participating stores in Grand BendPick up your passports at one of the 21 participating stores in Grand Bend
Westland Greenhouse • The Iron Barn • McDonald’s Grand Bend Westland Greenhouse • The Iron Barn • McDonald’s Grand Bend 

• The Garden Gate Gift and Florals • Torched Brewery • Sew Jewels • The Garden Gate Gift and Florals • Torched Brewery • Sew Jewels 
• Static • Grand Bend Parasail • Grand Bend Speedway • Sunset Gallery • Static • Grand Bend Parasail • Grand Bend Speedway • Sunset Gallery 

• Denny’s Drive In • Cottage Cafe • Over The Top • The Tipsy Pelican • Denny’s Drive In • Cottage Cafe • Over The Top • The Tipsy Pelican 
• The Lake Hound • Purity Salt Cave & Healing Spa • No Frills • Innovative • The Lake Hound • Purity Salt Cave & Healing Spa • No Frills • Innovative 
Design Centers • The Squirrely Nut • Just Fudgin’ Around • Rustic to RefinedDesign Centers • The Squirrely Nut • Just Fudgin’ Around • Rustic to Refined

HOW TO PLAY: HOW TO PLAY: 
• Visit at least 2 shops each week • Visit at least 2 shops each week 

• Spend $10 or more at each location • Spend $10 or more at each location 
• Enter to win weekly prizes!• Enter to win weekly prizes!  

WEEKLY DRAWS: WEEKLY DRAWS: 
Every Saturday in October Every Saturday in October 

• October 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & • October 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & 
• Final Day: Saturday, October 31st • Final Day: Saturday, October 31st 

Halloween Market!Halloween Market!  

1-81 Crescent St., Grand Bend1-81 Crescent St., Grand Bend
519-238-2001519-238-2001

Tickets Are Selling
FAST!

Don't Miss the Opportunity
to Be A Part of this

 Magical Event!
 

Saturday, September 26, 2026
Huron Country Playhouse, Grand Bend Scan the QR code or visit

AutumnIndulgence.com

(Charitable Registration# 747098010 RR0001)

Dinner •  Auctions •  Entertainment

Grand Bend’s West Coast Lions Club presented a cheque for $1,000 to Jessica’s House 
Hospice on Aug. 5. The club supports many local causes through their efforts, organizing 
fundraisers and events for the betterment of the community. Pictured are Jessica’s House 
Hospice executive director Cheryl Pfaff and Lion Barry Turnbull

West Coast Lions donate 
$1,000 to Jessica’s House

(JESSICA’S HOUSE HOSPICE PHOTO)

After another successful fundraiser, the Zurich Has Beans donated $7,500 in support of 
Jessica’s House Hospice in Exeter. The funds were raised during the Zurich Has Beans Old-
timers 2nd annual Hack and Wack golf tournament, which took place at the White Squirrel 
Golf Club in Zurich on July 11. From left are Jason Schilbe, Meghan O’Rourke of Jessica’s 
House and Jason Steinman.

Zurich Has Beans donate 
$7,500 to Jessica’s House

(JESSICA’S HOUSE HOSPICE PHOTO)
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Continuing in the subject of 
some of the large farm families 
of the past, I would have to say 
that amongst some of the largest 
families I have known, I cannot 
remember one dissident in any of 
them, who expressed in any way, 
their disappointment in being part 
of a “big bunch.”

In fact, I think it is probably 
the exact opposite. If some out-
sider would have the audacity to 
express how terrible it must have 
been to live in a full house, they 
may have wished before it was 
over, that they would have kept 
their thoughts to themselves. 
One would be silly to deny that 
perhaps it may have been nice to 
have a couple more washrooms 
to service the brood, or perhaps 
to expand the menu from copious 
servings of boiled white beans 
with chili sauce, hamburger stew 
with lots of potatoes to maybe 
the odd t-bone steak with fried 
mushrooms and a tossed salad. 
The truth of the matter is, I be-
lieve, I can speak on behalf of my 
nine siblings, we would not have 
changed a thing.

I can’t help in being a “tad” bit 
bemused when I am showing a 
house to young buyers who lament 
that there is not a second or third 
bathroom to service that couple 
and their two kids. I want to in-
form them that they will probably 
survive the onerous dilemma that 
they are being confronted with. 
I really want to share with them 
too, that having been born in 1955 
at the Heywood farmhouse, I took 

up residence in a dwelling that 
did not have a bathtub let alone a 
family toilet or such. There was a 
long portable galvanized bathtub 
standing in the pantry. It would be 
ceremoniously dragged out and 
filled for a family bath experi-
ence usually on Saturday evening 
whether we felt we needed it or 
not. Then there was the outhouse 
standing sedately between the 
house and the barn. I would have 
to say that I have never missed 
that experience.

And to think today we feel hard 
pressed without at least three well 
equipped washrooms. Ours was a 
family of ten and we all survived. 
As did the Ford family of Stephen 
Township. One of Jack’s favour-
ite lines was that he and Jean “got 
a new Ford” every year. If my 
memory serves me right, 16 new 
Fords in all. Not to be outdone, 
John and Leona Glavin of McGil-
livray Township near Centralia, 
rose to the joy and challenge of 
raising a family of 16, including 
three sets of twins. I doubt if any 
of the above siblings in the two 
families mentioned ever lodged a 
formal complaint with their par-
ents concerning cramped accom-
modations. Rather, we lived it and 
loved it.

My dear mom was born Nov. 
25, 1919, in a very large stone 
farmhouse 2 miles north of Zu-
rich. There was plenty of room in 
that spacious dwelling for her and 
her four siblings. Nine years ear-
lier, in 1910 just a few miles west 
of the Goshen Line, Onezime 
(James) Masse entered into holy 
matrimony with Mabel Charrette 
at a ceremony held in St. Pe-
ter’s Roman Catholic Church on 
Highway 21. Both the bride and 
her husband were descendants 
of French families who migrated 
from Quebec in the mid 1800s 
and took up homesteads of Can-
ada Company Lands, along the 
most westerly concessions of Hay 
and Stanley Townships. Witness-
es to the marriage in 1910 could 

never begin to imagine how fruit-
ful their union would prove.

After a year spent labouring in 
Detroit, the couple returned to the 
St. Joseph area to work for Na-
polean Cantin as a farm labourer 
and teamster. His annual stipend 
was $350. The Zurich Herald 
on June 11, 1931, reported that 
James Masse had leased a farm 
on shares from the executors of 
the “A. Brown” estate. He had al-
ready purchased his first farm of 
75 acres for $8500. At one point 
he was actively farming over 500 
acres using 12 horses and eventu-
ally an early tractor. But farming 
wasn’t everything.

Throughout their farm years, 
the happy and busy couple be-
came parents to 21 children. Mrs. 
Masse was a bride at 19 and be-
came a grandmother at 42. They 
were parents to 10 boys and 11 
girls.

At one point, one of the city 
newspapers reported that the 
Masse family were beginning to 
rival the famous “Dionne Quin-
tuplets” in Canadian notoriety. 
The family’s fame became known 
internationally on April 23, 1938, 
when a newspaper in Papua New 
Guinea carried the following sto-
ry: “With 21 healthy children, Mr. 
and Mrs. O. Masse who live in a 
six-room farmhouse near Zurich, 
Ontario, believe they have the 
largest family in the province. 
They have been married for 28 
years and their children range 
from the burly 23-year-old Mau-
rice to bouncing Martha aged 12 
months. The children have always 
been strong, they all like home, 
and few of them have ever been 
far from the family circle and then 
not for very long.” Imagine! This 
report was in a Papua New Guin-
ea publication.

How would this faithful moth-
er ever begin to feed her army? 
Another newspaper report tried 
to answer this query: “Daddy 
Masse buys a 100 lb bag of flour 
every Saturday. The older sis-

ters bake six to nine loaves per 
day. The customary program of 
butchering a 200 lb pig every two 
weeks was interrupted when the 
farm produced a pig, according 
to Mrs. Masse, that weighed 600 
lbs. Occasionally a large roast of 
beef was enjoyed and for the hol-
iday meals, like on a New Year’s 
Day, when a 24 lb turkey along 
with 7 chickens were devoured in 
one sitting. There were 100 apple 
trees in the orchard for desserts, 
jams, pies and preserves. Mr. 
Masse supplemented his farm 
income as road foreman of High-
way 21 north of Grand Bend as 
well as Highway 84 from St. Jo-
seph to Hensall.”

According to the Hay Township 
history book, “Their parents were 
excellent organizers and their 
children all pitched in to help. Al-
phonse and Louis were in charge 
of the barn. Ivan and Archie did 
chores such as grinding the roots 
(turnips) and throwing down the 
feed. Leo fed the hens, Marie was 
assistant house boss alongside her 
mother, while Joan and Cecilia 
milked six cows.” Each room in 
the house was somewhat trans-
formed in the evening to provide 
sleeping arrangements.

The Masses were very proud 
that all of their children possessed 
an equally good command of both 

English and French. Despite a 
few rounds of whooping cough 
and other childhood diseases, the 
family enjoyed excellent health. 
All 21 children attended SS #11 
Hay. In July 1937,

1,000 well wishers gathered on 
the parsonage lawn at St. Peters 
when a large autographed picture 
of Pope Pius, along with a papal 
blessing, was presented by Bish-
op Kidd of London.

The busy couple celebrated 50 
years of marriage in 1959, with 
Mabel dying shortly after in 1960. 
When their patriarch passed away 
in 1972, 20 of the children were 
surviving along with 114 grand-
children and 105 great grandchil-
dren. The widely circulated USA 
Literary Digest in relating the 
story of the Masse family ended 
by saying: “Canada is proud of 
them.”

This all took place 5 miles west 
of my mother’s home on Goshen 
Line. The amazing fact is that 5 
miles south of where my mother 
was raised, another husband and 
wife who were born and raised 
in the Zurich area, matched the 
Masse feat. Adelbert Smith and 
Laura Wilds were married in 
1925; a union which also pro-
duced 21 offspring and surely a 
story for a future column. (credits 
to Hay Township History Book)

COLUMNS
Large families of the past including two Hay Township 
families of 21 children each

BOB HEYWOOD

Examiner Columnist

 Worship
With
Us

Zion Lutheran Church
148 Frederick St., Dashwood

• www.berea-zionlcc.ca     
• bnz@hay.net
• 519.237.3548

9:45 am Sunday School Sep-Jun
11:00 am Family Worship Service

Facebook: ZionDashwood
Instagram: zionlutherandashwood

Serving All DayServing All Day
 Breakfast  Breakfast 

185 Dashwood Main St, 185 Dashwood Main St, 
N0M 1N0N0M 1N0

(519) 237-3116(519) 237-3116• murrayarmstrongcontracting@gmail.com • murrayarmstrongcontracting@gmail.com 
• • (519) 857-5485(519) 857-5485

Contact: Murray Armstrong Contact: Murray Armstrong 
4 Parkside Ave., Zurich, ON N0M 2T04 Parkside Ave., Zurich, ON N0M 2T0

“WMA Designs Has 
Been Serving Huron 
County for 10 Years.”

Qualified for House Design by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing

Pictured is the Masse family in 1937. In front from left are James, Mabel 
(holding Martha), Monica, Peter, Priscilla, Michael, Leo, Archie, Juliette, 
Antoinette and Ivan. In back from left are Maurice, Florence, Anthony, 
Richard, Theresa, Marie, Yvonne, Alphonse, Joan, Cecilia and Louis.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Sometimes, it’s good to be re-
minded how little one knows.

Among our circle of friends, 
I am sometimes seen as some-
thing of an expert on wine. 
That’s because I write about 
wineries, from time to time, 
and I organize an annual, one-
day wine tour in Niagara for a 
group of about 30 friends. Oh, 
yes – they know I drink wine on 
a very regular basis.

Turns out, I am simply a guy 
who likes wine. But an expert? 
Not so much.

I quickly realized how little I 
actually know when we were in-
vited by Viking to take a Rhône 
River cruise, in the south of 
France. It was a terrific experi-
ence; we visited famous cities 
like Lyon, Avignon and Arles; 
we saw impressive examples of 
Roman civilization; we learned 
about the area’s key role in the 
French Resistance in World War 
II.

And to my great delight, our 
cruise included visits to both 
the Beaujolais wine region, and 
to Châteauneuf-du-Pape. Plac-
es about which, it turned out, I 
knew nothing except the names.

There are wonderful wines be-
ing produced all over the world, 
but you have to admit that the 

first nation that comes to mind 
when you talk “wine” is prob-
ably France. And wine country 
along the Rhône is an important 
contributor to that longstanding 
reputation. I learned that most 
of the major vineyards along 
the Rhône have been there since 
Roman times. So, they’ve had a 
while to get it right.

Wine production became even 
more important in the 1300’s, 
after the Pope had moved from 
Rome to Avignon (that’s a long 
and complicated story). What’s 
crucial here is that the Popes 
liked wine, and encouraged the 
development of more vineyards.

Today, two of the important 
wine regions are the two we 
were able to visit – Beaujolais 
and Châteauneuf-du-Pape.

And here’s where I confess 
my absolute ignorance. I had 
no idea that there are actually 
12 appellations (sub-districts) 
in the Beaujolais district, which 
sits north of Lyon. More embar-
rassingly, I had always assumed 
that Châteauneuf-du-Pape was 
a single, prestigious winery. 
Nope. This appellation includes 
320 vineyards, supplying about 
180 independent wineries. It 
covers 3,200 hectares.

Our cruise sailed from north to 
south, so the first wine tour we 
did was in the Beaujolais dis-
trict, which lies north of Lyon. 
Here, there are about 200 win-
eries. We were welcomed at the 
Château des Ravatys, located 
in the Côte de Brouilly appella-
tion (roughly in the centre of the 
Beaujolais district).

We learned that Beaujolais 
wines are almost exclusively 
made from Gamay grapes; and 
that 94% of Beaujolais is red 
wine (yes, you can make either 

red or white from red grapes; it 
depends on your method).

Probably most importantly, we 
learned that the Beaujolais we 
tasted was really, really good.

A side note: sometimes large-
group wine tours result in win-
eries serving their bottom-line 
wines, for economic reasons. 
This was certainly not the case 
during our wine country visits 
with Viking; the wines were ex-
cellent, unfortunately so good at 
times they were well out of my 
price range!

The Beaujolais visit was an 
included feature of our cruise. 
A few days later, we opted for 
an optional excursion, which 
comes at an add-on price. The 
tour to Châteauneuf-du-Papes 
was worth it.

This district, south of Lyon,  is 
a direct result of Papal love for 
wine; in fact the name translates 
as “The Pope’s new castle”, 
and that castle (although hardly 
new) still stands. Here, we had 
tours and tastings at two winer-
ies – Château des Fines Roches, 
part of Domaines Mousett, and 
Maison Bouachon.

Unlike the Beaujolais wines, 
which are made from one grape 
variety, in the Châteauneuf-du-
Pape district, 18 varieties of 
grapes are used in making the 
wine – not all at once, of course. 
Most Châteauneuf-du-Pape 
wines are red, although whites 
also bear the same appellation.

There are strict rules imposed 
on the vineyards, including 
when owners can harvest, min-
imum alcohol content in the 
wines (typically rather high, be-
tween 13% and 15%), and vine-
yard management.

There is some good reason 
behind the strict rules. In the 

1870s, an insect pest known as 
Grape phylloxera came to Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape (it ravaged 
vineyards all over Europe), and 
destroyed the vineyards. One 
result was wine fraud – infe-
rior wines were sold, falsely 
labelled. But root stock was 
imported from North America, 
French vines were grated onto 
it, and eventually, the vineyards 
rebounded. By the 1920’s, the 
strict regulations had been im-
posed, to ensure that wine from 
Châteauneuf-du-Pape was in-
deed of the quality the brand 
name represented.

I was intrigued that one of 
the Châteauneuf-du-Pape rules 
is that vineyards must not use 
irrigation. However, this appel-
lation is part of the much larg-
er Côtes du Rhône region. The 
good news for wineries using 

that label, as opposed to the ad-
mittedly more prestigious Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape brand, is that 
irrigation is allowed. The good 
news for wine drinkers (me, 
for instance), is that Côtes du 
Rhône wines are both excellent 
and far less expensive that those 
bearing that iconic, Pope-in-
spired label.

I went to the Rhône region 
knowing less than I thought 
about wine. I return, probably 
still in the same boat… but hav-
ing had a heck of a good time. 
Wine time, in fact.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and Past-Presi-
dent of the Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

PAUL KNOWLES

Examiner Columnist

A vineyard in Beaujolais country.
(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

The chateau at Château des Ravatys in the Beaujolais district.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Exploring Rhône River wine country

A beaujolais wine cellar.
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Do you, like me, savour 
these late summer days with 
so much natural beauty all 
around us? They are some-
times called “the dog days” 
of summer and still can be 
in September, if it’s hot and 
muggy. However, when I 
think about special dogs in 
my life, and those I meet and 
see out on walks in the world, 
the happiness on those ani-
mals’ faces looks as if it is al-
ways the best-day-ever “dog 
day” for them. They relish 
the sights, smells, breezes, 
and everything about this 
excursion into the world out-
side their doors. I channel 
that feeling before the calen-
dar turns to a new season.

Among late summer de-
lights are beautiful flying 
jewels — butterflies, hon-
eybees, bumblebees, moths, 
and hummingbirds. They 
have always been in our 
world, so plentiful that we 
never imagined there could 
be a time without them — 
until now when we know we 
must protect them.

These species were looked 
at differently in my youth, 
taken for granted. It was 

the summer of 1960, after 
completing Grade 8 in my 
one-room country school 
and preparing to enter what 
was to me the massive high 
school in Exeter, South Hu-
ron District High School, 
with over 700 students. Our 
science project was to collect 
for display a wide variety of 
butterflies, moths, and other 
insects with a net. Mine was 
homemade, a wooden broom 
handle attached to a wire 
coat hanger that was made 
into a circle to hold a deep 
cheesecloth net.

Next steps were putting 
them in a large glass mason 
jar to kill with poison, then 
pinning them on cardboard 
for display.

I loved an earlier summer 
project, collecting leaves, 
spending time with my dad 
in the farm bush where he 
taught me about bass, hick-
ory, birch, sugar maple, oak, 
and other trees, their barks, 
and leaves.

But it made me sad and 
upset to collect butterflies. 
They were just out enjoying 
their days in the sun, flitting 
about, doing their work and 
not harming anything or 
anybody, just like I did on 
summer days. They didn’t 
deserve to die!

As an adult, I recognized 
the importance of entomol-
ogy, the scientific study that 
requires insect collecting that 
aids species to survive and 
thrive, helps solve crimes, 
and uses advances in science 
like plant DNA for the fu-
ture. My interests took me to 
etymology, the study of dead 
languages like Latin, to un-
derstand the history and or-

igins of words. Worlds apart 
for such similarly spelled 
words!

Job description

It is estimated that over 75 per 
cent of all flowering plants in 
Ontario require pollination. The 
rapidly declining populations of 
many pollinators over the last 
few decades raises a very scary 
question: without them, how can 
humans survive?

There are massive numbers of 
seasonal workers required for 
this vital task in this bountiful 
agricultural area. Imagine apply-
ing for these positions! Job re-
quirements: size restriction, very 
small; long workdays for most 
and the ability to work night 
shifts for others; sometimes dan-
gerous conditions; an alarming 
shortage of places to live and 
food to eat; no holidays; need to 
be expert fliers, capable of de-
fensive maneuvers. Job Titles: 
Prime Pollinator – core job; Ac-
cidental Pollinator – a side gig.

In this area many orchard fruits, 
berries, field crops and other ag-
ricultural crops rely on these tiny 
warriors to fertilize the male and 
female parts of plants, so they de-
velop botanical fruits and seeds. 
These include the fruits and veg-
etables we take for granted on 
our shopping lists, produce like 
tomatoes, cucumbers, squash, 
berries, apples, cherries, and 
peaches. Pollinators need food 
sources and habitat for survival. 
These “wildthings” must live in 
nature, unlike our increasingly 
urbanized human species.

Pollination ABCs

Anthers are the male parts 
of a flower where pollen, a 

fine powder, is created.
Bumblebees, honeybees 

and other pollinators visit 
flowers to feed, sipping on 
nectar, and while there they 
rub up against the anthers 
and get pollen on their bod-
ies.

Creating fruit and seeds is 
the result when a pollinator 
visits another flower, depos-
iting pollen on the stigma, the 
female part of a flower that 
catches pollen to fertilize the 
flower so it can produce bo-
tanical fruit and seeds.

Here are hints to identify 
which plants do not need pol-
lination: if we eat the stem of 
a plant, like celery; if we eat 
the leaves of plants, like let-
tuce, spinach, cabbage; if we 
eat the root of a plant, like 
carrots, parsnips, potatoes.

Bumblebees, honeybees, 
solitary bees, butterflies, 
flies, moths, beetles, and a 
host of other insects, as well 
as ruby-throated humming-
birds are among the pollina-
tors here. Some, like bees, 
are prime pollinators; others 
like butterflies, are acciden-
tal pollinators that visit flow-
ering plants to feed and “ac-
cidentally” brush up against 
pollen that they carry on to 
another flower.

Baskets, buzz and fuzz

The flying aces of the pol-
linating world hover or sit on 
flowers to feed. Bees have 
fuzzy bodies, ideally suited 
to gathering pollen. Bumble-
bees are superb pollinators, 
vibrating their bodies so fast 
that they create a loud buzz, 
a sonic blast that scatters pol-
len onto their hairy bodies.

When out looking close-
ly at pollinators here this 
summer through a camera’s 
zoom lens, I was surprised 
to see bumps on some bees’ 
back legs and erroneously 
thought they might have a 
growth or injury. Thanks to 
my bestie Google, always a 
sidekick on explorations, I 
was happy to learn that some 
bee species’ females have 
pollen “baskets” called cor-
biculae, areas on upper legs 
where they pack pollen they 
collect, taking it back to their 
hive or nest. An example of 
nature’s efficiency, saving 
time, trips, and energy!

How we can help

Native species’ wildflow-
er gardens, parks, and flow-
er beds will keep a steady 
stream of beautiful pollina-
tors visiting.

The no-spray zones seen 
on country roads encourage 
a wide range of flowering 
plants to grow, providing 
pollinators with foods. Prop-
erty owners can source signs 
in stores and online, as well 
as information about where, 
when, and how to place 
them.

Community and school 
projects raise awareness of 
the important roles of polli-
nators.

Habitat creation on low 
productivity/marginal ag-
ricultural land is fostered 
through specialized pro-
grams in Ontario.

NEXT COLUMN
Diving into heritage Black 

Forest foods, Old Country to 
New World.

JUDY FINKBEINER JOHNSON

Examiner Columnist

ABOUT TIME AND TIMES: : Busy, buzzing area pollinators

(BARRY JOHNSON PHOTOS)
Sharing milkweeds, a Monarch and Red Spotted Purple Butterfly.A key pollinator in Ontario: Common Eastern Bumblebee with pollen baskets.



Thursday, September 10, 2026 25Exeter Examiner

September is Big Brothers Big 
Sisters Month, a time to cele-
brate the power of mentoring 
and the difference a caring adult 
can make in the life of a young 
person. At Big Brothers Big 
Sisters, our mission is simple: 
to enable life-changing mentor-
ing relationships that ignite the 
power and potential of young 
people.

But what does that really 

mean? Imagine a future where 
every child has the opportuni-
ty to reach their full potential. 
Where they have someone in 
their corner to help them nav-
igate challenges, build confi-
dence and make positive choic-
es. Imagine that child staying on 
the right path, graduating from 
high school, pursuing further 
education or employment, and 
eventually giving back to their 
community.

The good news is that we 
know mentoring can make a 
difference. Preliminary results 
from a large-scale national re-
search study conducted by the 
Centre for Addiction and Mental 
Health (CAMH) provides inde-
pendent evidence of the positive 
impact Big Brothers Big Sisters 
mentors can have on young peo-
ple in Canada.

When compared with youth 
who have never been matched 
with a mentor, young people 
who have experienced mentor-
ing are:

- 48 per cent less likely to have 
behaviour problems at school.

- 43 per cent less likely to have 
conduct problems at school.

- 34 per cent less likely to al-
low themselves to be victimized 
or bullied by peers.

- Twice as likely to have high 
levels of school bonding and 
commitment.

- Twice as likely to demon-
strate high academic achieve-
ment.

- 2.5 times more likely to par-
ticipate in extracurricular school 
activities.

These numbers tell an im-
portant story: mentored youth 
simply do better. But what is 

it about mentoring that makes 
such a difference?

At Big Brothers Big Sisters, 
we believe in the power of three: 
the young person, the mentor 
and the support of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters. First, there is the 
young person — bringing their 
own personality, strengths, in-
terests and potential. Every child 
has the ability to grow and suc-
ceed, but sometimes they need 
someone to help them see what 
they are capable of. Then there 
is the mentor — a caring adult 
who brings their time, encour-
agement and commitment. A 
Big doesn’t need to have all the 
answers or be a superhero. They 
simply need to show up, listen, 
encourage and be there. Finally, 
there is Big Brothers Big Sisters 
— providing the foundation that 
helps the relationship succeed. 

We recruit and screen volun-
teers, provide training, carefully 
match mentors and youth, and 
offer ongoing support through-
out the relationship.

When these three pieces come 
together, something powerful 
happens.

Youth + Mentor + Support = 
Potential Ignited.

That is the true power of men-
toring. It isn’t about changing 
who a young person is — it’s 
about helping them recognize 
the potential that is already 
within them.

This September, we invite you 
to celebrate Big Brothers Big 
Sisters Month with us and con-
sider how you can help make a 
difference in the life of a young 
person in our community. Help 
make us #BiggerTogether.

AMY WILHELM

Examiner Columnist

MENTORING MATTERS: Big Brothers Big Sisters month

September is Healthy Aging 
Month, and I always think it’s the 
perfect time of year to reflect. Sum-
mer begins to wind down, the kids 
are back in school, the mornings 
are a little cooler, and before we 
know it,

the leaves will be putting on their 
spectacular autumn show. Fall has 
always felt like a season of fresh 
starts to me not just for students, 
but for all of us. It’s a chance to 
slow down, reset our routines, and 
think about what really brings us 
joy.

When people think about healthy 
aging, they often picture eating 
better, exercising more, or remem-
bering

to drink enough water. While 
those habits are certainly import-
ant, research continues to show 
that one of

the greatest contributors to a 
long, healthy, and happy life is 
something much simpler: having a 
sense of purpose.

Purpose doesn’t have to mean 
changing the world. It can be as 
simple as looking forward to your 
morning coffee, tending your gar-
den one last time before winter, 
baking your famous apple crisp, 
volunteering,

helping a neighbour rake leaves, 
enjoying a walk through the co-
lourful trees, or meeting a friend 
for coffee.

Having something meaningful to 
look forward to each day gives us 
motivation and reminds us that ev-
ery stage of life has value.

Working with seniors over the 
years, I’ve learned that the happi-
est people aren’t necessarily the 
busiest

or the healthiest they’re often 
the ones who have something, or 
someone, that gives them a reason 
to smile each morning. Sometimes 
it’s a weekly card game, a phone 
call from a grandchild, caring for 
a pet,

or simply knowing someone is 
counting on them. Those little mo-
ments often make the biggest dif-
ference.

Studies have found that people 
with a strong sense of purpose tend 
to experience lower levels of stress, 
better heart health, improved mem-
ory, and greater overall well-being. 
They also stay more socially con-
nected and physically active, both 
of which play an important role in 
maintaining independence as we 
age.

Retirement often gives us the 
gift of time, but it can also leave 

us wondering, “What’s next?” The 
wonderful thing is that it’s never 
too late to discover a new passion. 
Maybe this fall is the perfect time 
to join a walking group, learn a new 
recipe, pick up that book you’ve 
been meaning to read, take an art 
class, volunteer in the communi-
ty, or finally learn how to use that 
smartwatch your family bought 
you. Every new experience keeps 
both the mind and spirit engaged.

As the leaves begin to change, 
nature quietly reminds us that 
every season has its own beau-
ty. Aging is much the same. Each 
year brings new experiences, new 
wisdom, and new opportunities to 
appreciate life’s simple pleasures. 
We may not move quite as quickly 
as we once did, but we often notice 
more, appreciate more, and under-
stand what truly matters.

This Healthy Aging Month, I 
encourage you to ask yourself one 
simple question: What gives me a 
reason to look forward to tomor-

row? It doesn’t have to be some-
thing extraordinary. In fact, it’s 
often the smallest things a favorite 
hobby, a visit with family, a good 
laugh, a beautiful fall sunset, or a 
quiet walk on a crisp September af-
ternoon that fill our lives with the 
greatest meaning.

So, as you pull out your cozy 
sweaters, enjoy everything pump-
kin-spiced, and watch another 
beautiful Ontario autumn unfold, 
remember that healthy aging isn’t 
about trying to stay young. It’s 
about embracing each new season 
with purpose, gratitude, and a heart 
that’s open to finding joy in the ev-
eryday.

Until next month, take time to 
enjoy the colours of fall, breathe 
in the crisp autumn air, and don’t 
forget to make time for the people 
and moments that give your life 
purpose. Sometimes the best med-
icine isn’t found in a prescription 
it’s found in living each day with 
intention.

ANNETTE GERDES

Examiner Contributor

GREYMATTER: Living with Purpose - The Secret Ingredient to Healthy Aging
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going to be busy with the harvest! They need everyone’s patience when loading their going to be busy with the harvest! They need everyone’s patience when loading their 
grain into the trucks. This is what has been happening for generations, and it’s what grain into the trucks. This is what has been happening for generations, and it’s what 
happens in the rural area, so please slow down and pay attention. I’ve seen people happens in the rural area, so please slow down and pay attention. I’ve seen people 

drive through deep ditches to prevent being delayed a minute or two to get home! Bit drive through deep ditches to prevent being delayed a minute or two to get home! Bit 
of a head shaker for sure, but it seems to be the way the world flies anymore! For all of a head shaker for sure, but it seems to be the way the world flies anymore! For all 
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combined 170 years of experience! Remember, it’s your car; it’s your choice where you combined 170 years of experience! Remember, it’s your car; it’s your choice where you 
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Well, school’s back in ses-
sion, the goldenrod are bloom-
ing, and the willow leaves are 
starting to yellow. There’s no 
gentle way to put this: fall is al-
most here. Far too soon we’ll be 
packing up the Muskoka chairs, 
putting away the outdoor cool-
ers, and attending to all the oth-
er routine tasks demanded of us 
once the chill of autumn really 
starts to settle in.

Very likely, preparations will 
start in our yards and gardens 
long before we’re willing to 
surrender our outdoor living 
spaces. As the tomato vines and 
impatiens die off, many folks 
will feel compelled to tidy up 
the “unsightly mess” that’s left 
behind. How some of us choose 
to deal with this, however, can 
be very problematic.

Wandering through our natu-
ral areas, evidence of the illegal 
dumping of garden waste is by 
no means an uncommon sight. 
Mounds of garden soil, packed 
root balls pulled from patio con-
tainers, and tangles of discarded 

plant matter dot the landscape, 
especially along roadside em-
bankments and ditches. The 
damage done may not be im-
mediately obvious, but don’t let 
that fool you. Illegal dumping 
of garden waste is considered 
a very noteworthy problem by 
nature-lovers, ecologists, and 
conservation staff alike.

First and foremost, no mat-
ter how dead that garden waste 
might seem, nature is resilient. 
Illegal dumping is a routine 
way that exotic and invasive 
species get introduced to natu-
ral areas. The aggressive nature 
of common decorative plants 
like periwinkle, gout weed, 
English Ivy and ditch lilies al-
most guarantees both their sur-
vival and their spread. Then 
there’s the tag-alongs, plants 
like bindweed, bellflower, and 
creeping Charlie that, while 
not intentionally planted, may 
come along for the ride as roots 
or seeds just waiting to be left 
alone long enough to flourish. 
Once established, these species 
will quickly start to spread from 
the dump site, damaging both 
habitat value and biodiversity 
as they crowd out nearby native 
species.

Even if the dumped material 
was somehow fully sterile, the 
potential for damage remains. 
That pile of debris might rest on 
top of rarities like yellow lady’s 
slipper (Cypripedium parvi-
florum), a native orchid too 
delicate to force itself through 

a spontaneously-appearing 
mound of dirt. Other native 
species, like wild coffee (Tri-
osteum aurantiacum) or fever-
wort (Triosteum perfoliatum), 
which require multiple years to 
successfully germinate, could 
easily lose the growing condi-
tions they need to complete this 
lengthy process.

Keep your garden waste at 
home. Materials from your veg-
etable patch should be safe to 
compost, giving you rich and 
wonderful soil in the future. If 
you’re worried about moving 
invasive species around your 
property, best practice is to put 
the material in a black con-
tractor bag, seal it up tightly, 
and keep it in direct sunlight 
until mid-summer. After this it 
should be safe

to introduce to your com-
post pile or to be disposed of 
through municipal collection, 
where permitted.

Of course, we call autumn 
“fall” for a reason. The magnif-
icent change in colour that we 
enjoy with our maples, birch, 
oaks, and other deciduous trees 
is also an announcement that 
they will soon drop leaves from 
their branches. It’s important 
to understand that leaf litter is 
absolutely critical to the health 
and welfare of many of our 
ecosystems. The fallen leaves 
return vital nutrients like ni-
trogen and carbon to the soil. 
They help with the retention of 
ground moisture, and minimize 

erosion caused by heavy rains 
and snow melt. They also help 
insulate root systems, protect-
ing plants during the winter.

Perhaps most importantly, 
leaf litter provides shelter and 
sustenance for countless crea-
tures. Our various swallowtail 
butterflies, adorned with pat-
terns of black and yellow, are 
hopelessly dependent on leaf 
litter to survive the winter. 
Chipmunks and voles insulate 
their nests with leaves, protect-
ing them from the cold. Amer-
ican toads use leaves as cover, 
burying themselves into litter 
and loose soil to keep moist and 
safe from the elements. Come 
early spring, leaf litter serves 
a literal buffet table for dozens 
of species of ground-foraging 
birds.

Just leave the leaves. If you 
really must take to raking, con-
sider creating leaf piles to min-
imize their footprint on your 
property instead of bagging 
them up for disposal. If you’re 
worried about the piles blow-
ing away over time, this can be 
minimized by covering them 
with fallen branches or similar 
material. Another option is to 
shred or cut them up and treat 
them as mulch, mounded like a 
doughnut around your favourite 
trees and shrubs. Not only are 
you helping to protect nature, 
you’ll be saving yourself a few 
bucks.

While our duties in the garden 
at this time of year tend to em-

phasize clean up, it should be 
noted that autumn is an amaz-
ing time to do some planting! 
Commercial garden centres fo-
cus on spring for this activity as 
their inventory is largely com-
posed of foreign imports from 
Europe, Asia, and South Amer-
ica, which tend to prefer rising 
temperatures to become estab-
lished. Native plants, however, 
are every bit as happy settling 
in during the fall. So why not 
get planting and treat yourself 
to a greener spring next year?

Virtually every native plant 
nursery in Ontario is still open 
for business. Further, Lakeshore 
Eco-Network’s annual fall plant 
sale will take place on Saturday, 
Oct. 3 (9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m) at 
the Lambton Heritage Museum 
at 10035 Museum Road, Grand 
Bend.

JASON RAMSAY-BROWN

Examiner Columnist

About the “mess” in your garden

ellisontravel.com/expo

40+ top travel brands · Exclusive show deals  
Prizes & giveaways · Expert advice & seminars

Sunday, September 13
10:00am - 3:00pm

Best Western Lamplighter Inn,
591 Wellington Road, London, ON

RSVP today!

The Ellison Travel Expo is hosted by Ellison Travel & Tours
 1-800-265-7022 | 4-1930 Hyde Park Road, London, ON  | TICO2392471 

(JASON RAMSAY-BROWN PHOTO)

Sharing milkweeds, a Monarch 
and Red Spotted Purple Butterfly.

Look For the Yellow Signs!

MASSE FRUIT & MASSE FRUIT & 
VEGETABLE FARMVEGETABLE FARM

C/O MIKE AND DIANNE MASSEC/O MIKE AND DIANNE MASSE
35291 Zurich Hensall  Road, 35291 Zurich Hensall  Road, 
Zurich,  ON N0M 2T0Zurich,  ON N0M 2T0  
Phone:  519-236-7907 Phone:  519-236-7907 
Email :  massepumpkins@hay.netEmail :  massepumpkins@hay.net 

OPEN DAILYOPEN DAILY
 JUNE - OCTOBER JUNE - OCTOBER

Like us on Facebook Like us on Facebook 
for up-to-date infofor up-to-date info

PICKED PICKED 
FRESH FRESH 

FOR YOU FOR YOU 
DAILYDAILY
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GROUP TRIP HOSTED BY

RHONE RIVER CRUISE
PLUS 2 NIGHTS IN
FRENCH RIVIERA

OCTOBER 11-21, 2027
Cruise the Rhône & Saône Rivers through the
heart of Southern France, exploring charming
villages, vineyards and historic treasures from
Lyon to Avignon.
Experience seasonal delights, wine tasting
and the French Riviera on an unforgettable
journey through Burgundy and Provence.

St. Marys Branch: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #5003192

New Hamburg Branch: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
 TICO #5003193

www.stonetowntravel.comwww.stonetowntravel.comwww.stonetowntravel.com

EXPERIENCED 
SHINGLING CREW LEADS

CALL OR TEXT ROOFLIFE STAFFING AT

226-700-0839

Traffic stop leads to 
charges

A 52-year-old woman from 
Dundas is expected in court in 
October after a traffic stop on 
Grand Bend’s Main Street.

According to Lambton Coun-
ty OPP, officers conducted the 
traffic stop on Aug. 22 just after 
3:15 p.m.

Police have charged the wom-
an with obstructing a peace of-
ficer, resisting a peace officer, 
failing to surrender permit for 
motor vehicle, failing to surren-
der licence, failing to properly 
wear a seatbelt, failing to stop 
for police and failing to surren-
der an insurance card.

The woman has since been 
released from custody and is 
scheduled to appear in court 
Oct. 5 in Sarnia.

Driver charged after al-
legedly fleeing traffic stop

Police have charged a 36-year-
old Grand Bend man, alleging 
that he fled a traffic stop on 
Aug. 28.

Lambton County OPP said 
officers were conducting a seat-
belt check near Main Street and 
Kitchener Avenue in Grand 
Bend and allege that the driver 
nearly struck several pedestri-
ans as they fled the stop.

Police said the vehicle then 
travelled to Oak Street where 
five officers were at a RIDE 
checkpoint and allege that the 
driver went through the check, 

nearly striking three officers, 
though no injures were report-
ed.

The suspect was later locat-
ed by police and charged with 
assault with a weapon (three 
counts), dangerous operation of 
a motor vehicle, failing to stop 
for police, failing to properly 
wear a seatbelt, unnecessary 
noise, driving without a licence 
and stunt driving.

Police are asking anyone with 
information or recordings of 
the incident to call the OPP at 
1-888-310-1122 with reference 
number E261246836.

Assault charges laid in 
Grand Bend

Two individuals are facing 
charges after an Aug. 16 inci-
dent.

Police said Lambton Coun-
ty OPP officers responded to a 
reported assault at a local busi-
ness on Main Street near Wood-
ward Avenue and allege that a 
customer assaulted an employ-
ee of the business.

Following the investigation, 
a 23-year-old individual from 
Mississauga was charged with 
assault. They were later re-
leased from custody and are 
scheduled to appear in court 
Sept. 22 in Sarnia.

Police also charged a 62-year-
old Grand Bend man with ob-
structing a peace officer during 
the investigation. He is sched-
uled to appear in court in Sar-
nia on Sept. 23.

Fatal collision involving 
pedestrian in Bluewater

A 72-year-old Central Huron 
resident and their dog have died 
after an Aug. 21 collision in-
volving a pickup truck.

Police said crews responded 
to the collision just after 9 p.m. 
on Highway 4 north of Vanas-
tra Road in Bluewater. First re-
sponders located the pedestri-
an and their dog, and both had 
been struck by a pickup truck.

The pedestrian was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, 
while their dog was gravely in-
jured and was euthanized at the 
scene. The pickup truck driver 
remained at the scene and was 
not injured.

Police are still investigating 
the cause of the collision and 
are asking those with informa-
tion to contact Huron County 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122.

EXETER EXAMINER STAFF

Staff Contribution
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CINDER ELSA
Cinder Elsa the princess puppy (though now a 
senior) is the biggest diva you’ll ever meet. She 

frequents long naps and watching over her territory 
from the highest viewpoints in the house. Though 

she may seem to be interested in your food, 
beware; she holds the highest standard, and is only 

really enticed by freshly grated Parmesan, or the 
piece of sirloin steak left on your plate.

Nominate your pet to be a Featured Pet by emailing info@exeterexaminer.com

Riddles
What has a face and two hands but 

no arms or legs?
 A clock! 

What is full of holes but still holds 
water? 

A sponge! 

What do you call cheese that isn’t 
yours? 

Nacho cheese! 

What has one eye but can’t see? 
A needle! 

Why did the golfer bring an extra 
pair of pants? 

In case he got a hole in one! 

What has feathers but can’t fly? 
A pillow! 

What do you call a sleeping bull?
 A bulldozer! 

What’s orange and sounds like a 
parrot? 

A carrot! 
What do you get when you cross a 

snowman and a vampire? 
Frostbite! 

What did one ocean say to the other 
ocean? 

Nothing, they just waved! 

Why don’t skeletons fight each 
other? 

Because they don’t have the guts!

Solutions on pg. 30

Sponsored By:
KIRKTON VET CLINIC
kirktonvetclinic.com 519-229-8911

Pet of the Week
As the kids head back to school, your pet’s routine changes too.
Extra alone time can lead to boredom or anxiety. Keep them busy with toys, regular walks, and 
plenty of attention before and after school. A little routine goes a long way toward a happy, healthy 
pet!  

Word Search

HARVEST

TRACTOR

COMBINE

GRAINBIN

FARMLAND

LIVESTOCK

SILAGE

FARMSTAND

THRESHER

BARNYARD

PLOWING

HAYBALES

FIELDWORK

PASTURE

GRANARY

HARVEST SEASON

SPONSORED BY:

Office Solutions Inc.  |  92 Main St .  S .  Exeter,  ON N0M 1S1
p.  519.235.1840 |  shop.shos.ca |  info@shos.ca
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM

RECURRING SEPTEMBER PRO-
GRAM EVENTS 2026
THURS. JULY 16 - SEPTEMBER 
10 AM - Mourning Walking Group - 
STARTING JULY 16 TO SEPTEMBER 
Grief can feel heavy and isolating. Mourn-
ing Walking Group starting July 16. Mac-
Naughton-Morrison Trail, 68 Hill St., 
Exeter. Every Thursday at 10 a.m. Dates: 
July to September. Duration: 1 hour. Reg-
istration required. Grace ggough@jessicas-
househospice.ca or 519-235-0941.
MON & THURS. 8:45-9:45 AM MEDI-
UM Low Impact Aerobic Exercise -  that 
includes cardio, strength, & flexibility exer-
cises. Community Room GBACHC. cmax-
field@gbchc.com
MON & THURS 10 – 10:45 AM -  High 
low impact aerobic exercise with Joy 
- that includes cardio, strength, and flexi-
bility. Community Room GBACHCcmax-
field@gbchc.com
MON. SEPT 14 11:15 AM Gentle Ex-
ercise starting Mon & Thurs. Seated and 
standing exercises for Seniors. Community 
Room GBACHC. You must contact cmax-
field@gbchc.com to see if there is space.
Mon & Thurs 1:00-2 pm Functional Fit-
ness with Julie. - Most gentle class for peo-
ple with mobility issues. Hensall Arena and 
virtual in Grand Bend at GBACHC Mon-
days. Thursdays in person in Grand Bend 
Contact Julie at jdatars@gbchc.com
TUES & THUR. FRI. 8:30-9AM Exercise 
Port Franks Community Centre. Line 
Dancing. Medium Low impact aerobic ex-
ercises from 9-10 cmaxfield@gbchc.com
TUES & THUR. 6:00-6:45PM Joys Eve-
ning exercise classes -  High low impact 
Community Room GBACHC. Saturday 
mornings from 10-10:45 am. cmaxfield@
gbchc.com
WED. 9:20-11 AM Pinery Walking 
Group. Meet at the Lambton Heritage Mu-
seum parking lot 9:00 am Email Lindsey 
lindseyashworthducharme@gmail.com
THURSDAYS 9:30-12PM Early On pro-
gram free program for adults with children 
birth to 6 years. Adult Day Wing, GBACHC. 
Optimist Park until October , then moves 

inside Adult Day at GBACHC. Contact ear-
lyonchildcare.ca or 519-786-6161 x 9226.
SEPTEMBER 1 TO 5 - Used Book Sale. 
Ailsa Craig Public Library. 147 Main St. 
Purchase paperbacks, hard covers, non-fic-
tion, children’s books and movies at the 
Ailsa Craig Library Used Book Sale. Tues., 
Sept 1 to Sat., Sept. 5. Donate gently used 
books during open hours in August. Fill a 
bag for $5 on Saturday Only.
THURS. SEPT, 3RD 2:30PM - Coping 
with Grief” Adult Day wing GBACHC. 
Join this monthly group for support and 
strategies to work through your grief. Con-
tact Mickey Gurbin ggurbin@gbchc.com 
for more information.519-2382362 x 223
SEPT 18 -  Kirkton Community Centre 
Outside Free Kirkton Family Movie Night. 
Fri., Sept. 18. Playing ‘How to Train Your 
Dragon, The Hidden World’. Arrival time 
7-7:30pm. Movie starts at dark. BYO blan-
kets or chairs
SEPT 9TH 6:30-8:30 PM - Kids Food 
Nation 8 wk. Cooking Program in Part-
nership with the Boys and Girls Club Sarnia 
Lambton Grand Bend CHC is hosting this 
event in the community room at 69 Main St 
East. Kids will learn about recipes, budget-
ing, kitchen safety, food prep, cooking and 
nutrition. Cost $75.00. Please contact skier-
nan@bgcsarnia.com or call 519-337-3651 
to register. Financial assistance available if 
required
SEPT 10TH 1:30-3 PM - Living a Healthy 
Life” 6 week workshop to manage your 
health with a chronic disease. Contact Kate 
Mason at kmason@gbchc.com to register 
for this free program.
FRI. SEPT. 11,18 & 25 - Vinyasa Yoga 
and Chair Yoga GBACHC in Communi-
ty room. Vinyasa at 8:30am, Chair at 9:45 

am. Contact cmaxfield@gbchc.com Wed. 
10-11:00 am Sept 16 “Walk & Talk Hensall 
Arena” Contact Grace at gbonnett@gbchc.
com . Fun social walking program with cof-
fee and chatting to finish
THURS. SEPT. 17TH 1:30 -3:30PM Alz-
heimer’s caregiver support group. Sup-
port group program with trained facilitator 
Randy Chapman. 1-800-561-5012. Adult 
Day wing at GBACHC.
SATURDAYS 8:30-11:30 AM Walk In 
Medical Clinic GBACHC . Open to any-
one in the community who needs medical 
attention ( Not an Urgent Care or Emergen-
cy Centre) For more information of any of 
these programs contact Cindy Maxfield at 
cmaxfield@gbchc.com
TUES. SEPTEMBER 1, 11AM - 1PM-
Welcome Back BBQ - For all South Hu-
ron District High School Students, Pick up 
timetables, find classes, tours, food, drinks  
and get your lockers.
MON, SEPTEMBER 7, 2026 South Hu-
ron Accounting Labour Day Classic 
Open Pairs Tournament. 10:00 am start  
$20 per player Register at ExeterLBC.tour-
naments@gmail.com
SAT, SEPTEMBER 12, 2026 - 8AM-1PM-
South Huron Fire Department Exeter 
Station Charity Car Wash. Sat., Sept. 12. 
8am to 1pm. At Exeter Fre Station, 55 Wil-
liam St. By donation. Proceeds to Jessica’s 
House Hospice.
MON, SEPTEMBER. 14, 2026 6 - 9 PM 
Learning session: Pathways to Perma-
nent Residency Location: Trivitt Memorial 
Church, 264 Main St., Exeter Learn about 
permanent residency from two regulated 
Canadian immigration consultants. Free 
introductory consultations. Spanish trans-
lation available. Sign-up required: https://
exeter-permanent-residency.eventbrite.ca
TUES, SEPT. 15, 2026 5:30 - 7 P.M. Wel-
coming Week: Meet Your Neighbour 
Night - Location:  Zurich Library Branch, 
10 Goshen St North, Zurich. Meet others 
in the area, build connections and discover 
ways to get involved casual gathering for 
adults; families are welcome.
WED, SEPT. 16, 2026. 5 - 7 PM Hey 
Neighbour! Exeter Block Party - Loca-
tion: South Huron municipal parking lot, 
322 Main St.,South, Exeter. Meet neigh-

bours, enjoy music and art, play games, try 
lawn bowling and grab dinner from a food 
truck. Everyone is welcome at this Welcom-
ing Week event.
SEPTEMBER 20, 2-4PM - The London 
Orchid Society -  Meets the third Sunday 
of each month. Join us September 20, 2026 
from 2-4 pm. Jay Norris Presentation on 
Growing Orchids in Cases from Stratford, 
ON. His presentation is how he uses cases 
to create a tropical paradise for Orchids that 
grow better in warmer conditions.   Every-
one is welcome to attend the meeting for 
more information at www.londonorchidso-
ciety.com; contact Daryl at 519-666-2927. 
Location:  Richards Memorial Church, 360 
Edgeworth Avenue, London, ON N5W 5C4

FRI, OCTOBER 2 - 2 - 7:30 PM  & SAT, 
OCTOBER 3 -  8:30 AM - 12 PM - South 
Huron Hospital Auxiliary Fall Rummage 
Sale - Cash sales only and please bring your 
own bags. Donations accepted Thursday 
Oct 1, 2026 7 AM to 8 PM. For more info 
find us on facebook or buy and local buy 
and sale sites or call 519-235-1900.
FRIDAY OCTOBER 2ND 6:00PM - 
9:00PM AND SATURDAY OCTOBER 
3RD 9:00AM - 12:00PM. Apple Day for 
1st Exeter. Youth will be at various busi-
nesses in Exeter handing out apples and col-
lecting optional donations.
OCTOBER 4 - 9th Annual Murray’s 
Miles. Mark your calendars. We proud-
ly remain the only event in Canada to 
raise much needed funds and awareness 
for esophageal cancer. MacNaughton Park, 
Exeter Ontario - Insleystrong@gmail.com 
519-719-1088
OCTOBER 16 & 17 - Fall Free Store - 
Huron Shores United Church, 25 Main St., 
Grand Bend. Fri., Oct. 16 – 5-7:30 pm; Sat., 
Oct. 17 – 9am-2pm. Everyone is welcome 
to come, browse and take away what you 
can use, Free of charge. For more info 226-
456-8134.
SUN. OCT. 25 - 2PM. - Naomi Bristow 
‘The Singin’ Cowgirl’. Crediton Zion 
United Church, 6 Victoria Ave W, Crediton 
Call Ruth 519-234-6035 or Joan 519-237-
3806

COMING EVENTS
SEPTEMBER

• 69 Main Street E., Grand Bend, ON
   519-238-2362
• 122 King Street, Hensall, ON
   519-262-3140

B r o u g h t  t o  y o u  b y :

OCTOBER

TRAILER SALESTRAILER SALES

EXETER,ON  

519-235-0800 • 110 Main St. N.
GRAND BEND, ON 

519-238-8282 • 70948 Bluewater Hwy. 

Sponsored By:

M a c L e a n s
 H o m e  H a r d w a r e

BLUE BAYFIELD
CELEBRATES BAYFIELD’S 150
Saturday Sept 12: 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Bayfield Library
Native Wildflowers (50)

White Spruce Seedlings (50)
These plants were donated by ABCA

Distributed at no cost
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

35665 Salem road, Parkhill

519-294-6940
For all your building needs

Metal Fabricating • Lumber & Metal Sales

Lawn mowing & reseeding
Stone Work & Junk removal
Aggregate/mulch delivery and installs
Firewood sales and delivery
Yard leveling & rough grading
Wet yard & water drainage solutions
Driveway rebuilding & regrading
Gravel parking areas & laneways
Shed, hot tub & patio base preparation
Brush clearing & property clean up                                                                                                                            

A full service landscape
 company servicing  

Huron County

(519) 494-7624

LRV 
Computing & Consulting
Specializing in all things Computer 

Since 1997 

153 Anne St., Exeter, ON
519-235-2136

Email:  AL@LRVCOMPUTING.COM

lrvcomputing.com

glavinpainting@gmail.com Interior Painting by Marty Glavin

519.808.0556MARTY GLAVIN

QUIZ ANSWERS

1. Koalas
2. Switzerland
3. Ganymede (Jupiter)
4. Australia
5. Mercury
6. Sir Isaac Newton
7. United Nations
8. Rebecca
9. Shark
10. Tariff

• Hydro Excavating
• Sewer Cleaning
• CCTV Video Inspection

Cathy Cook • 519-236-7401 

SUDOKU ANSWERS

Seamless Eavestroughing
Siding - Soffit - Fascia

Asphalt - Steel - Flat Roofing
Windows - Doors - Decks

Kitchen&BathroomRenos
WAYNETRUEMNER
Exeter, Ontario
Home: 519-235-0883
Cell: 519-281-1040

TREVORTRUEMNER
Hensall, Ontario
Home: 519-262-2984
Cell: 519-671-6117

TREVOR TRUEMNER
Hensall,Ontario

Cell: 519-671-6117
Email: truetrough@gmail.com

425 Main St, Exeter
39 Ontario Rd, Mitchell

519-235-2740
gc.financial@sunlife.comjdbecker@hay.netjdbecker@hay.net

DAN BECKERDAN BECKER  ••  519-871-4907519-871-4907
JIM BECKER JIM BECKER •• 519-237-3526 519-237-3526

5” SEAMLESS EAVESTROUGH
••  Aluminum & Vinyl Siding ••  Soffits 
& Fascia ••  Replacement Windows 

••  Renovations ••  Additions 
• Asphalt and Metal Roofing

• Backhoe/Excavating Work
• Septic Design & Installation
• Soil Erosion Contractor

Cal l  Wayne CooKCal l  Wayne CooK
5 1 9 -2 3 6 -7 3 9 05 1 9 -2 3 6 -7 3 9 0

• Backhoe/Excavating Work 
• Septic Design
• Soil Erosion Contractor

Call Wayne CooK 
519-236-7390

https://www.parkerandparkerltd.com/

“Quality, Experience & Service.”

Drainage Solutions
• Backhoe/Excavating Work
• Septic Design & Installation
• Soil Erosion Contractor

Cal l  Wayne CooKCal l  Wayne CooK
5 1 9 -2 3 6 -7 3 9 05 1 9 -2 3 6 -7 3 9 0

“Quality, Experience & Service.”

https://www.parkerandparkerltd.com/https://www.parkerandparkerltd.com/

OFFICE SUPPLIES 
& SERVICES

ROOFING

PAINTING

COMPUTER SALES 
& SERVICE

LAWN CARE & 
MAINTENANCE

DRAINAGE
SOLUTIONS

SIDING / EAVES / 
ROOFING

METAL
PRODUCTS

FINANCIAL
SOLUTIONS

HYDRO
EXCAVATION

AUTO GLASS
& CARE

Mobile: (226)-268-4492
Office: (519)-235-1829

79 Victoria St. W. Exeter, ON
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM

ANSWER: Northern 
Leopard Frog

PHOTO QUIZ ANSWER

35619 Salem Rd. Parkhill 
Between Corbett & Mt. Carmel

519.294.0494

•WESTERN WEAR ,  DESIGNER                                         
. & WEDDING  APPAREL
•BOOTS  -  Work & Western
•ART, JEWELLERY, GIFTS
•TACK SHOP

OKIOK KENNEL & CATTERY
• Siberian Huskies For Sale
• Boarding All Breeds 
• Dog Food For Sale

Thurs.-Fri.-Sat.
9:30am-5pm

Open 
Daily

WESTERN APPAREL & 
KENNELS

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER
www.g r a n t h a v e n . c om
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• CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 
• TRUCKMOUNT STEAM CLEANING
• WATER EXTRACTION 
• DRYER & DEHUMIDIFIER RENTALS
• HOME, BUSINESS, RV, BOAT & AUTOS

WE DO THEM ALL - BIG OR SMALL 
519-228-6051

WE USE ONLY ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY 
PRODUCTS

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
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CLASSIFIED

Ask the
Arborist
By Joel Hackett • 519.272.5742 • jtsquote@gmail.com
Joel Hackett is a certified Arborist residing in the St. Marys area. Currently, 
he spends most of the year running Joel’s Tree Service. For contact call 
519.272.5742 or email jtsquote@gmail.com

Dear Arborist,
I have around 60 evergreen trees. Not 
sure of species, they have big long pine 
cones, they are near my house and barn. 
Recently, one that looked healthy just 
broke in half and took out our power 
line. Should I be concerned about the 
rest of them?
Thanks
Bill
Dear Bill,
It sounds like you have a large number 
of Norway Spruce. A lot of people 

planted these trees in rows for wind 
protection and privacy around 80 to 
120 years ago. Now, they are  towards 
the end of their life span. Often, these 
conifers end up dry rot in the center; 
there is no way to really predict if they 
have dry rot or not. Once in a while, you 
may see sawdust at the base indicating 
a rotten center.
If you are concerned, you can take out 
the ones that have the highest risk of 
property damage. 
Sincerely,
The Arborist

Brought to you by: 

Grand Bend, 75 Main Street East • 519·238-6991 Exeter, 261 Main Street North• 519·235-4227 

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@exeterexaminer.com with the title 

"Overheard at McCafe" or call 519.655.2341. 

“Hockey season’s 
back! The Hawks 

hit the ice this 
Friday!”

“School’s back in. 
I’ll finally get to 

drink a whole cup 
of coffee while it’s 

still hot!”

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED TO BUY
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko pops and stamps. 
Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.Are you downsizing or need an estate clean 
out? We can help. We are at the Pinery Market at Grand Bend every Sunday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR FIRST 
RECONCILIATION AND FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES 
Starting in late September. Visit lakehuroncatholic.ca/sacraments and click the 
registration button to sign your child up before September 11, or email Stu at 
sblyde@dol.ca for more information.

LEAF MULCHING
HAVE YOUR LEAVES MULCHED, NO RAKING OR BAGGING REQUIRED. Fully 
insured, reasonable rates. 519-933-8636

SCAN SCAN 
TO READ TO READ 

THE THE 
ONLINEONLINE  
PAPERPAPER

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER
www.g r a n t h a v e n . c om
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CLASSIFIED ADSTHE THE EXETEREXETER EXAMINER IS  EXAMINER IS AVAILABLEAVAILABLE  
THROUGHOUT OUR COMMUNITIES!THROUGHOUT OUR COMMUNITIES!
Interested in becoming an Exeter ExaminerInterested in becoming an Exeter Examiner

 pick up location?  pick up location? 
Contact Deb Lord for more information.Contact Deb Lord for more information.

Deb Deb LordLord, Sales , Sales RepRep
519-520-5366 • deb@granthaven.com519-520-5366 • deb@granthaven.com

Scan to read onlineScan to read online

BE IN THE KNOW!
Get the Latest Edition Delivered 

Straight to Your Inbox!
www.granthaven.com/exeter-examiner

Exeter Examiner 
N  E  W  S  P  A  P  E  R 
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