
Wilmot Township is launching what it 
hopes will be a new and improved public 
consultation into the controversial Prime 
Minister’s Path.

The project began back in 2013 when a 
group of citizens raised money to honour 
Canada’s political history by erecting stat-
ues of some of Canada’s top elected offi-
cials. Council voted in the summer of 2021 
to remove the four remaining statues locat-
ed on public land in Baden, but a new pro-
cess has been implemented and will shape 
what happens to the statues going forward.

The township issued a request for pro-
posal which was awarded to Land Use 
Research Associates Inc. (LURA). 

“LURA bring a wealth of experience to 
this engagement process, including a high-
ly qualified team to lead and support the 
township with this project,” a news release 
from the township said. 

Coun. Kris Wilkinson said while he 
wasn’t totally in favour of the approved 
process, it was a decision made by council.

“Personally, I was hoping for something 
slightly different, but this was a council 
decision to move forward with a working 
group. I respect that. The consultant hired 
is well versed with the issues and has a 
good plan for consultation. I think the most 
important thing is that they really focus on 
getting as much involvement as possible,” 
Wilkinson said.

He added all sides need to be heard from, 
but the process needs to be focused on 
Wilmot citizens only, meaning no interest 

Even before its publication, the authors 
behind a soon-to-be-released book about 
New Hamburg’s many historic buildings – 
those still standing and those that have been 
torn down – are being recognized for their 
exhaustive research and documentation of 
the town’s history.

Twelve years of work by three New 
Hamburg authors and historians – one of 
whom was New Hamburg’s last mayor and 
Wilmot Township’s first mayor, the late 
Ernie Ritz – has resulted in the upcom-
ing publication of a five-volume book on 
New Hamburg’s built history, The Historic 
Buildings of New Hamburg and the People 
Who Lived in Them, which was acknowl-
edged last month by the Architectural 

Conservancy of Ontario (ACO) with its 
Stephen A. Otto Award for Research and 
Documentation.

“Ernie and I started it,” said co-author 
Marie Voisin, who researched and wrote the 
book with Ritz and co-author Kristen Hahn. 
“We wanted to know which were the origi-
nal houses in New Hamburg and who built 
them and who lived in them. So, we started 
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Wilmot ready to take another look at controversial Prime 
Minister’s Path
groups and no outsiders.

“This is ultimately not an Indigenous is-
sue but rather a question of does the town 
want the statues or not. If yes, then how? If 
no, then what do we do with them?”

First Peoples Group, hired by the town-
ship in 2021, advised council to consider 
immediately removing existing statues 
related to the Prime Minister’s Path and 
to discontinue any future expansion or in-
vestment in it as it existed. When council 
voted in favour, Wilkinson, who delegated 
as a private citizen in favour of keeping the 
display, said he decided to run in the 2022 
election.

“The final decision will remain with 
council, but I hope (the new consultant) 
produces an extensive report that provides 
more depth than the previously engaged ad-
visor who did not do a thorough consulta-
tion with the public. They seemed to focus 
on special-interest groups, went to schools 
and gave biased presentations, then asked 
for feedback and really focused on the me-
dia reports of the time,” he said.

He added First Peoples Group was not 
impartial in any way and the result was 
what they wanted it to be, not what the pub-
lic wanted. 

The Gazette also reached out to Coun. 
Lillianne Dunstall who admitted she would 
rather look ahead than regurgitate the past.

“I don’t want to go down that road,” she 
said. “A lot of people were hurt, it divid-
ed the community and the township was 

painted with a brush of colonialism. That’s 
done now. By far, the number one thing 
when I knocked on doors (during the 2022 
election) was this. People in New Hamburg 
felt they weren’t heard.”

She added the issue is so contentious, the 
end result needs to come from the public 
and said it is a learning opportunity.

“I personally believe we missed an amaz-
ing opportunity to educate Canadians and 
show you can actually disagree on some-
thing but come to a rational consensus. 
I think we could have used those statues. 

Now whether they come back or not, I 
don’t know.”

Like Wilkinson, Dunstall agreed many 
people felt they weren’t heard during the 
first public consultation but added there 
will be plenty of chances this time around.

“We are coming at this from all angles so 
we can give everyone an opportunity to be 
heard. In my personal opinion, a referen-
dum would be the way to go, but that’s just 
me.”

Dunstall also said the report from First 

People’s Group was worth less than the 
money the township paid for it. This time 
around, she hopes it will be a positive ex-
perience where people on any side of the 
argument can remain calm and come to a 
consensus. She added if anyone wants to 
have their say, now is the time.

“Residents told every single councillor 
they did not have an opportunity to have 
their voices heard without fear of being la-
belled. However it turns out, they want to 
be heard. We are going to have constituents 
on both sides – those who want the statues 
and those who don’t,” Dunstall said.

The township is creating a working group 
to ensure broad and fair representation in 
the Prime Minister’s Path discussion. This 
group will form part of the overall engage-
ment process.  

The township will also develop a commu-
nity engagement plan based on the findings 
of the working group and include visioning 
and value discussions with the objective of 
providing council with information that can 
support members in moving forward with 
next steps for the Prime Minister’s Path.  

The township said the engagement phase 
will be completed in 2025 followed by rec-
ommendations, though no detailed timeline 
has been released. The first community 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 12 
from 4:30-8 p.m. at the Wilmot Recreation 
Centre.

More information is available at www.
wilmot.ca/en/living-here/prime-minis-
ters-path-public-engagement.aspx. 

Continued from page 1

The statue of former Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King was removed from the 
Prime Ministers Path following Wilmot Township’s 2021 decision to take down the statues. 
A renewed public consultation process is now underway to determine the future of the in-
stallation. Contributed photo

researching that and then from there, we 
went on to, ‘Let’s go back into the newspa-
pers and find out what we can about all the 
people who lived in these houses.’ That’s 
how it became a five-volume tome.”

“After Marie compiled all the research, 
it was 1,450 pages just of research notes,” 
added Hahn, who joined the project in 2019 
to help interview current building owners 
and take photos. “That’s information she 
got from the existent issues of the New 
Hamburg Independent, and then all of this 
was checked with census records and death 
records and parish certificates; all of that to 
kind of form what ended up being not only 
the story of the people of this town and who 
built these buildings, but almost like a gene-
alogy of a town.”

In the early years of the project, Voisin 
worked closely with Ritz, who had a perfect 
memory of all the history he had researched 
for his own authorly endeavours, the stories 
he had written as editor of the New Hamburg 
Independent, the stories he had heard as a 
lifelong resident of New Hamburg and the 
stories his mother – who lived to 106 years 
old and had a memory that rivaled her son’s 
– had told him over the years.

“Ernie was the best,” Voisin said. “He 

didn’t have to write anything; we would 
just call him or email him and say, ‘Ernie, 
who lived at 75 Shade St. back in 1955?’ 
And he’d have the answer. He knew every-
body, he knew all the stories, he knew about 
their parents and grandparents because his 
mom also had a photographic memory and 
she lived to almost 107. She told him every-
thing about the history, so he remembered 
all of her things, all of his things.”

“He was also a historian,” Hahn add-
ed. “He wrote the first book about New 
Hamburg, so it wasn’t just he remembered 
all these things. He was deeply invested in 
the history of New Hamburg and Wilmot.”

After she had compiled most of her re-
search, Voisin said she visited each of the 
379 buildings in the book, or at least those 
that are still standing, and Ritz accompa-
nied her on some of those trips. By 2017, 
she began writing and, thanks to the help 
of Hahn, a proofreader and a graphic de-
signer, as well as numerous visits with Ritz, 
many of which were through his window 
at Nithview Home during pandemic lock-
downs, she had completed a 1,174-page 
manuscript by 2021 and layout of the book 
began two years later. Currently, the team is 
proofreading the book’s fourth volume and 
proofreading of the fifth volume – a massive 

Authors of upcoming book about New Hamburg’s built 
history win ACO award

Pictured are the authors of The Historic Buildings of New Hamburg and the People Who 
Lived in Them, Kristen Hahn (left), Marie Voisin (right) and the late Ernie Ritz (front). The 
three authors were recently recognized for their exhaustive work by the Architectural Con-
servancy of Ontario with its Stephen A. Otto Award for Research and Documentation. Photo 
courtesy of Marie Voisin
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index of all the information contained in the 
first four volumes – will begin after that. 

The final version of the book is expect-
ed to be sent off to the publisher early next 
year.

Voisin said Ritz often joked that if they 
didn’t finish the book soon, he wouldn’t 
live to read it. Sadly, Ritz was right and 
he passed in March earlier this year. While 
Ritz couldn’t be at the recent ACO award 
presentation physically, Voisin and Hahn 
made sure he was there in both spirit and in 
cardboard.  

“I think he would have been just so 
pleased and happy and excited to go to 
Toronto to get this award,” Voisin said. 

“He would have been so proud,” Hahn 
added. “Marie did a wonderful thing; she 
had a cutout made of Ernie so Ernie did 
come along with us to Toronto. … It’s such 
an honour (to receive this award). It’s a 
very respected organization and certainly 
with the organizing principle of the book 
being the built heritage of New Hamburg, 
there’s no better body to get these accolades 
from than the Architectural Conservancy of 
Ontario. It really is a huge, huge honour.”

Voisin and Hahn hope their and Ritz’s 
work will become a reference point for any-
one looking for historical information on 
individual buildings and properties in New 
Hamburg or the town as a whole, whether 
they’re realtors looking for information on 

an old house, journalists in search of back-
ground for a story or even local politicians 
considering the future of a heritage building.

Information about how to purchase the book 
once it is published next year will be posted 
at www.historicbuildingsnewhamburg.com.

Continued from page 2

The front cover of Volume 1 of The Historic 
Buildings of New Hamburg and the People 
Who Lived in Them. Image courtesy of Marie 
Voisin
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The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) has 
reached a milestone of half a century em-
ploying female police officers and, locally, 
one cop decided to put her thoughts to pa-
per to pay tribute.

Randi Crawford is the Oxford OPP de-
tachment’s community safety and media 
relations officer and the overwhelming 
pride she feels as an OPP officer led her to 
write a poem, “50 Years Proud.”

“I was trying to think of what I could say 
to capture this. It’s a remarkable thing. I 
went back to my Grade 11 English days 
and thought I could write a poem. I sat 
down and wrote it in maybe 20 or 25 
minutes.”

She added it just flowed from pen to pa-
per because of the immense pride she has 
in her role with the OPP and being a wom-
an in policing.

“It was to thank those women who came 
before me and to celebrate those I am with 
now and also to pave the way for the those 
coming in the future,” she said.

Crawford is regularly out in the Oxford 
community at various events and the 
Gazette asked if girls and young women 
ever ask her what it’s like to be a police 
officer.

“You gave me goosebumps by ask-
ing that question,” she said. “One of the 
reasons I took the community safety and 
media relations role was because I love 
talking to people about this career. I try to 
make myself available to anyone who has 
questions.”

She said girls and women from across 
the age spectrum ask her what it’s like to 

be a police officer and what they have to 
do to join the ranks.

“I am also a recruiting ambassador for 
the organization and I want to get as many 
people hired as possible, and everyone has 
such a unique skillset they can bring to the 
role.”

As to her future with the OPP, Crawford 
said she is focusing on her current position 
for now but there are many opportunities 
to advance in the future.

“I am loving what I am doing so I ha-
ven’t thought too far down the road. One 
thing I do say in the poem is women are 
in so many different roles in the OPP and 
that’s exciting.” 

The Gazette asked Crawford where she 
sees her career going with the force. She 
explained there are women in a number of 
command roles, something she now sees 
as an opportunity.

“Fifty years ago, I wouldn’t have had as 
many options to choose from and now, be-
cause they are endless, it’s hard for me to 
give you an answer.”

On Oct. 30, the OPP unveiled a new 
mural at an event for members to honour 
the anniversary at its general headquarters 
in Orillia. On May 27, 1974, 15 women 
reported for training to the OPP Academy 
and one month later, they were count-
ed among the OPP's provincial consta-
ble graduates. By the end of that year, 39 
women had been selected to serve. Over 
the last 50 years, close to 2,500 female re-
cruits have been sworn in.

There are a total of 97 officers in total 
at the Oxford OPP and 30 of them are 
women. 

“We have other wonderful roles here 
like our administrative clerks, special 

constables in our court office and auxil-
iary officers so there are women in those 
roles as well,” said Crawford, who added 

the first uniform for female officers wasn’t 
exactly conducive to the job.

Oxford OPP officer celebrating 50 years of women in policing 

Crawford credits her 21-year-old daughter, Melanie, as one of the reasons she traded a 
health-care career for policing. Contributed photo

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Continued on page 5
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Peaceful Meadows Retirement Residence

Now Open to Accepting New Residents

Call or email us today for more information or to schedule a tour of our facility.

Are you or a loved one looking for a place to retire with peace of mind? 

Look no further… Peaceful Meadows is here to serve you! 

• Newly renovated suites

• Assisted living accommodations

• Respite Care 

• Nursing and Care Staff available 24/7

• Laundry and cleaning services

• Fresh home cooked meals

Call: 519 595 8087         

Email: info@peacefulmeadows.ca

Website @ www.peacefulmeadows.ca

We offer

Address: 6124 Ana Street

Brunner, ON  N0K 1C0

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 

CUSTOM STEEL FABRICATING
STEEL - Sheets, Structural

                 - Aluminum, Stainless

WAYNE ECKSTEIN
Plant Manager TEL: (519) 662-2820

wayne@waldorindustries.on.ca

WAL-DOR INDUSTRIES LIMITED
202 Bergey Court, New Hamburg, Ontario N3A 2J5

Continued from page 4

“The first women graduates wore skirts, 
blouses, heeled shoes and they carried a 
purse with a built-in holster. They soon 
discovered the women were not able to 
perform their duties so very shortly after-
wards, they were given uniforms closer 
to what the men were wearing. Today we 
wear the exact same equipment.”

Crawford is approaching her 12th year 
in policing after leaving her first career as 
a physical and occupational therapist. She 
explained it was time for a change and a 
new way to make a difference.

“I was helping people and, without 
sounding like a cliché, I helped people in 
health care but I wanted to do even more. 
My daughter at that time was 11 and I 
had a goal of creating the safest Ontario 
I could for her. What better way to do that 
than become a police officer.”

She said the roles and responsibilities for 
officers are endless.

“We provide safety for all our communi-
ties in Ontario. That is such an honour but 
it’s also a big responsibility and an amaz-
ing accomplishment.”

Frontline officers work shifts and 
Crawford readily admitted policing is a 
career where family support is necessary, 
especially when children are involved.

“Everyone questioned me. My husband, 
mom, sister and my friends. I told them I 

had a humungous drive to do this. I wanted 
to give as much of myself to the communi-
ty as possible and I was willing to take the 
risks involved to keep you all safe.”

Provincial police detachments across the 
province have recently held recruitment 
events in hopes of getting more people 
interested in a policing career, and that 
includes women. Crawford said there are 
several reasons people have doubts about 
joining the ranks.

“Sometimes I think people are hesitant 
because they have younger children and 
they aren’t sure how to make a career 
change. Child care is a big concern but 
when we talk about equity, it’s not just 
women taking care of the kids any more. 
It’s becoming much more, even in our 
generation.”

By 2005, the number of women in the 
OPP stood at 15 per cent and today that 
figure has jumped to 21.5 per cent.

Anyone interested in a career in a polic-
ing can reach out to Crawford at Randi.
Crawford@opp.ca to learn more. 

“I see (The Gazette) as an ally. You real-
ly want to see the best for our community. 
You are out there and want to showcase 
these types of stories. Maybe it will reach 
a young girl who is 16 and isn’t sure what 
she wants to do. Maybe this story will help 
her say, ‘Hey, I do want to do this or at 
least ask about it.’ ”

ONLINE
READ US

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE/
Oxford OPP officer Randi Crawford wrote a poem to celebrate 50 years of women in an OPP 
uniform.
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Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

519.662.4990 | oktire.com
1413 Gingerich Road, Baden

STEER, STOP AND SAVE
UP TO $100 CONTINENTAL TIRE VISA PREPAID CARD

WITH THE PURCHASE OF 4 SELECT TIRES
until Dec. 8th, 2024

The Ontario Association of Agriculture 
Societies (OAAS) holds district meetings 
every fall and District 7 held its meeting 

on Saturday, Nov. 2 at the Elora Raceway.
There were ambassadors from Arthur, 

Burford, Embro, Erin, Fergus, Harriston-
Minto, New Hamburg, Palmerston, Paris, 
Tavistock and Wellesley fall fairs and ag-
ricultural societies.

The District 7 ambassador program was 
organized by Joanne Stewart and Wendy 
Richardson from the Wellesley Township 
Fall Fair with a high energy, hands-on 
public speaking workshop led by Ben and 
Darlene from Christopher leadership.

All fair ambassadors and junior ambas-
sadors who attended said the day was a 
very worthwhile one and an experience 
they will never forget and use for many 
years in the future.

Area residents attend OAAS District 7 meeting 
GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Local ambassadors, from left, are Manni Hayer (junior ambassador Wellesley), Madilynn 
Cressman (New Hamburg), Katie Musselman (Wellesley), Natalie Dodd (Embro) and Lily 
Pullen (Tavistock). Contributed photos

Local ambassadors, from left, are Manni Hayer (junior ambassador Wellesley), Madilynn Cress-
man (New Hamburg), Katie Musselman (Wellesley), Natalie Dodd (Embro) and Lily Pullen (Tav-
istock). Contributed photos
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TEN THOUSAND 
VILLAGES

VILLAGES FESTIVAL SALE
CRAFTED BY HAND, INSPIRED BY PURPOSE

November 7 - 9
W-K United Mennonite Church, 

15 George St, Waterloo

November 21 - 23
Mennonite Central Committee, 
50 Kent Ave, Kitchener

More info at mcc.org/villages-festival-sale

VILLAGES FESTIVAL SALEDeck the Halls
for Less! 
SHOP SUSTAINABLY AND 
SAVE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

mccthriftontario.com/newhamburg
41 Heritage Dr, New Hamburg, ON

N.H. INC.
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Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing If anyone is thinking about sell-

ing agricultural products directly to 
consumers and wondering how to 
get started, the Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture (OFA) can help.

The Cultivating Local Workshop 
series gets underway next week and 
comes in response to demand and 
growing interest in seizing local sell-
ing opportunities.

Nine workshops have been sched-
uled and will run until February to 
provide key experts and resources for 
producers and prospective producers 
to learn more about the opportunities 
to sell in-demand products in Ontario.

Tracey Arts is the OFA represen-
tative for Oxford and Elgin counties 
and said they are giving people what 
they asked for.

“It has been an ask from our mem-
bers and comes out of a survey we 
did in August and September. It’s not 
just for farmers, but also for those in-
terested in getting into some sort of 
farming. They can ask questions and 
meet people who can help them start 
up.”

She added the sessions will also be 
useful for farmers looking to diversi-
fy and will help participants connect 
with the right people.

“There are nine different and free 
workshops covering a wide range of 
topics. There will be different expert 
speakers related to each topic. Even 

if people can’t watch them live, they 
will be recorded and be available on 
the OFA Hub to view. You don’t have 
to be a federation member to attend 
or watch after the fact.”

Workshop topics include market 
trends and in-demand local prod-
ucts, getting started in value-added 
agriculture, food and beverage as 
well as selling at farmer’s markets 
and selling to restaurants. Arts add-
ed the OFA has partnered with sev-
eral stakeholders to provide the best 
available information.

“We have partnered with Farm 
Fresh Ontario and Farmer’s Markets 
Ontario and others. They are the ex-
perts and can help with questions par-
ticipants may have. Some people sell 
at their farm and others are markets, 
but many don’t know how to get into 
one side of the business.”

The concept of food to table at 
restaurants is one that has taken off 
over the last decade or so, something 
Arts said needs to be fully taken ad-
vantage of.

“That is that niche at some restau-
rants. They support local and get 
products close to their doors. It’s 
a great thing to be able to have an 

establishment highlight their beef is 
sourced from Bob’s farm just down 
the road. It’s great to see restaurants 
try and boost the local economy this 
way.”

She added the goal is to help get 
people who want to get into farming 
the information they need to make 
that happen and assist those currently 
in the business to expand their sales 
opportunities.

Arts said while she isn’t looking to 
add to her dairy operation in Oxford, 
she is committed to purchasing from 
local suppliers as often as she can. 

“I work very hard to make sure 
that’s what I do. We know what our 
(food) regulations are. We know our 
food is safe and healthy and I want to 
make sure I feed my kids the best. It’s 
their nutrition we are talking about. I 
take them to the grocery stores and 
markets with me to teach them how 
to pick our good meat and produce.”

Sessions run on Thursdays from 
November 2024 to February 2025 
with the first one set for Nov. 14 from 
10 a.m. to noon. More information 
and registration details are available 
at ofa.on.ca/cultivatinglocal/. 

OFA kicking off Cultivating Local 
workshops
LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
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presents

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown TravelGroup travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

LOWER DANUBE SCENIC RIVER LOWER DANUBE SCENIC RIVER 
CRUISE BUDAPEST TO BUCHARESTCRUISE BUDAPEST TO BUCHAREST

OCTOBER 17 - 28, 2025
Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 

St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com

TICO #50010159 
Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 

New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 

TICO #50025796

Home and school associations in area 
schools play an important part in ensur-
ing students get to have outdoor activities 
on equipment that is not paid for by the 
school board.

Members of the Tavistock Home and 
School association is in the second year 
of raising money for a new playground 
at a cost of $130,000 at Tavistock Public 
School.

Association president Fiona Patten and 
vice president Ashlie Weicker said they 
have had two awesome fundraising events 
so far this school year.

On Oct. 7, they had an open house at 
the school, where the Optimist Club of 
Tavistock donated their labour, food truck 
and supplies with all the money collected 
from the night going to the proposed new 
playground.

It was a record turnout and 500 pounds of 
fries were made. The association thanked 
everyone for coming out to their first fund-
raiser of the new school year.

The second event that occurred just 
recently was their first annual family 
Halloween dance at the end of October 
when 100 kids came to dance and enjoy 
some Halloween activities.

According to Weicker, everyone had a 
great time and the money raised brought 
them even closer to the goal. The associ-
ation thanked those who participated for 
coming out. Weicker says they are now at 
close to $50,000 raised and she thanked 
the community for all the help with dona-
tions so far.

Weicker says their next event is a ladies 
DIY Christmas Centrepiece night on Nov. 
29 at the Tavistock Legion. Tickets are on 
sale now and can be purchased on their 
website.

She said they have also had many com-
munity donations lately which are helping 
the association reach its goal.

Donations from businesses will be the 
key to getting to that goal in the end, and 

they are so appreciative for all the support 
the Tavistock community has shown.

If readers would like to help, their email 
is tavipshsa@gmail.com and their website 
is

www.tavistockhomeandschool.com.

Tavistock Home and School Association continues 
fundraising for new playground 

Tavistock Public School students having fun 
at the Home and School Halloween dance 
recently, held to help raise money for the 
new school playground. Contributed photos

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

The Tavistock Optimist members came out 
in full force with their food truck at Tavistock 
Public School Oct. 7 and donated 100 per 
cent of the proceeds from selling fries to the 
school’s playground fundraiser.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE GAZETTE TO HAVE IT DELIVERED IN YOUR MAIL!
The cost is $57.75 for a year. Payment can be made by: Cheque mailed to PO Box 2310, St Marys 

ON N4X 1A2 OR dropped off at D&D Homestyle Cuisine & Café, 8 Woodstock St N, Tavistock 
OR call 519-655-2341 with credit card details OR e-transfer granthavenmedia@gmail.com

Shown dressed in their Halloween attire are Kathy Bender (jam and toast), Paulette West 
(sunny side up egg) and Dianne Satchell (bacon). Photo by Gary West

Promoting bacon and eggs 
at Halloween

There are many costumes at Halloween 
that can sometimes be scary, but these 
three young New Hamburg area women 
are only dressed up at Halloween to pro-
mote good eating.

All three are very much involved in pre-
paring healthy food for students at Forest 

Glen and Grandview public schools in 
New Hamburg from their certified kitch-
en at Steinman Mennonite Church be-
tween New Hamburg and Baden.

The Breakfast Club Crew, as they are 
known as, have dozens of volunteers and 
serve 75 students or more a hot breakfast 
most weeks, and also leave lunch items 
for student snacks throughout the week.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent
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LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983

The Hickson Lions Club recently celebrated a 
half century of service to the Hickson community.

It turned out to be a special evening for two 
longtime Lions members.

Lions Diane Clark and Brad Smith were both 
bestowed the honour of being named a Melvin 
Jones Fellow for their years of loyal service to the 
community.

Here’s a little history on this prestigious award. 
In 1917, the founder of the Lions Club, Mel Jones, 
asked a simple and world-changing question: 
“What if people used their talents to improve our 
communities?”

The Hickson Lions club is the answer to this 
question! They are a small, hardworking, creative 
group that tries to improve and help the commu-
nity of Hickson and surrounding area.

The club also depends on loyal, non-member 
volunteers to lend a hand during events, and they 
could not do it without them.

Smith says they are always looking for new 

members. Their current members include Heather 
Lovie, Jim Harmer, Valerie and Brad Smith, Sarah 
Mason, Diane and Lawrence Clark, Geraldine 
Claessens, Marie Bohner, Heather Mckim and 
Jim Butt, along with the newest member of the 
club, Erin Shrigley, who is Butt’s granddaughter.

Along with celebrating 50 years of Lions in 
Hickson, the evening of celebration included 
district governor Bill Robinson, accompanied 
by his wife and past district governor Tracy 
Robinson, who also brought greetings from Lions 
International.

Phil Schaefer, the Mayor of East Zorra-
Tavistock, and Oxford MPP Ernie Hardeman both 
brought congratulations to the club for achieving 
this 50-year milestone.

Oxford MP Arpan Khanna could not be there 
but also sent greetings and congratulations from 
Ottawa.

The Hickson Lions Club continues to be  a very 
important part of the fabric of Oxford County, and 
the community looks forward to another 50 years 
of various Lions activities and programs.

Celebrating 50 years of Lions in Hickson 

Receiving their Melvin Jones plaques of recognition for their years of ser-
vice to Hickson Lions are Diane Clark and Brad Smith. Contributed photo

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent
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St George’s Anglican Church
Corner of Waterloo St and Byron St, New Hamburg
Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.  All are welcome.
https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd Wilmot Township
All are welcome.
Rev Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com

St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 
Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon 
discussion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

November Issue Available now!

 RESOURCE GUIDE FOR 

BOOMERS,  SENIORS & CAREGIVERS!

VISIT US ONLINE at www.embracingchange.ca
SUBSCRIBE ONLINE for free monthly editions

BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY,
WEDDING, NEW BABY,

GRADUATION, ETC.
Place an announcement in the

Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Call Sharon at 519-580-5418 
or email sharonbleis@gmail.com

There are only a few rural church-
es in North Easthope Township 
that have driving sheds beside 
their church building, but not many 
that have been kept up the way St. 
James Lutheran Church members 
have kept their shed, which is still 
in excellent condition.

On Saturday, Nov. 30, the congre-
gation will again be hosting their 
27th annual Journey to Bethlehem 
with the Christmas season fast 
approaching.

Church members recreate the 
Nativity scene in Bethlehem with 
live farm animals.

The times are 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. in 
the red shed next to the church, used 
many years ago by settlers able to 
stable their horse and buggy while 
attending church services.

Everyone is welcome and the 
church is located at the corner of 
Perth Line 45 and Perth Road 106 in 
Perth East, southwest of Wellesley, 
with refreshments to follow the 
program.

Visitors are reminded to dress 
warm and bring a blanket.

A Journey to Bethlehem in North 
Easthope Township 

St. James Lutheran Church in North Easthope Township is hosting its annual Jour-
ney to Bethlehem Nativity scene on Nov. 30. Vecteezy image

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

This event is hosted in partnership with the Older Adult Centres’  Association of Ontario (OACAO)  
and sponsored by  the Ministry for Seniors and Accessibility. 

 

 
Wednesday November 13, 2024 

10 am - 2 pm    
 

 
Bill Gies Recreation Centre 

(Wellesley Township Recreation Complex) 
1401 Queens Bush Road, Wellesley 

(Corner of Hutchison and Queens Bush Rd.) 

IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  &&  AAccttiivvee  LLiivviinngg  FFaaiirr  AAggiinngg  WWeellll  IInn  WWeelllleesslleeyy  

You must register for this event  
 

Please contact  
1-855-664-1900 or 519-664-1900 to RSVP 

1-855-664-1900 to RVSP 
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WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S
All are welcome
Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard 
Church Office 519-655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Interim Pastor Harold Schlegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, 
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship 
service.

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Phone: (519) 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

The Wilmot-Tavistock 
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1. What are Novembers’ two birthstones?
2. In what year did Sportsnet cut ties with 

Don Cherry?
3. What day is Remembrance Day?
4. Who wears orange in Scooby Doo?
5. Who plays Dexter in Dexter?
6. In what country is the Taj Mahal 

located?
7. The "Venus de Milo" is a statue of 

what goddess?
8. Psychology is the study of what?
9. Which Beatle had dyslexia?
10. In what Ocean do typhoons occur?

Answers found on page 26

By Sydney Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like 
to share with you some of my findings.

November 6-13, 2019, Edition (5 years 
ago)

Bill Ferguson waited until his 66th birth-
day on Nov. 8, 2019 to claim the family’s 
prize from the Sept. 25 Lotto 649 jackpot. 
Bill and his wife, Linda, and their four 
children travelled to Toronto to the On-
tario Lottery and Gaming Corp. centre to 
collect the $1 million. Bill purchased his 
ticket at the Shell station, Tavistock Gas 
and Variety, for the Sept. 5 draw. Bill’s 
family says he has bought tickets on and 
off through the years since they were kids.

East Zorra-Tavistock Township firefight-
ers were pleased to accept a cheque last 
week for $7,500 from Ken Hall, Enbridge 
senior advisor, public affairs. The money 
was obtained through the Safe Commu-
nity program established by Enbridge in 
Canada in 2009. “Local fire services never 
seem to get enough funds,” Mr. Hall said. 
Awarding this money is “by far the high-
light of my job,” he added.

The Tavistock Braves remain in first 
place, one point ahead of the Wellesley 
Applejacks, after a gruelling three-game 

weekend. The Braves tied New Hamburg 
2-2 on Friday night, edged the Norwich 
Merchants 2-1 on Saturday night, then 
took their first loss in 13 games, losing 5-2 
to the Wellesley Applejacks on Sunday af-
ternoon. 

November 4-11, 2009, Edition (15 
years ago)

The Perth County OPP is investigating a 
$30,000 theft of a New Holland Farm trac-
tor and tandem hydraulic flatbed trailer 
from Stratford Farm Equipment on Road 
101 west of New Hamburg. The equipment 
was removed from the locked compound 
on Oct. 22 at about 4 a.m.

Over 100 former players for the Tavis-
tock Braves attended Alumni Night at the 
Tavistock and District Recreation Centre 
on Friday night. Original yellow leather 
jackets from the 1969-70 year were on dis-
play along with news articles, programs 
and other memorabilia from the Braves’ 
organization. With well over 100 alumni 
in the building, and close to a full atten-
dance from the 1982-83 OHA Champi-
onship team, it was a very special atmo-
sphere in the Tavistock Arena.

Hickson Central Public School students 
had a once-in-a-lifetime chance to talk 
with a Stanley Cup winner last week when 
Mr. Jay Heinbuck, Pittsburgh Penguins di-

rector of amateur scouting for Canada and 
Europe, was the special guest at a school 
assembly. School principal Laurie James 
told the assembly, “You will think back to 
this day. You may never have this oppor-
tunity again.”

November 2-9, 1994, Edition (30 years 
ago)

Residents of the Township of East Zor-
ra-Tavistock will decide on a new mayor 
on Monday, Nov. 14 as the municipal elec-
tion draws near. Two candidates, neither 
of whom are strangers to the local politi-
cal realm, will be seeking the post. Mrs. 
Betty Yeoman and Mr. Dave Oilphant are 
actively seeking the position which will 
be vacated by present Mayor Mrs. Nell 
Hostetler. 

A dedicated group of individuals gath-
ered at Chesterfield and Bright United 
Churches, and later at the Tavistock Le-
gion Branch 518 Hall in Tavistock on Sun-
day to honour those who served and died 
in the great wars, as well as to remember 
those who lost their senses, limbs and rea-
son, so that we could live in freedom. Rev. 
Normal Morton conducted the service of 
remembrance, held indoors this year, and 
gave a message of hope and thankfulness 
to those who made the ultimate sacrifice 
for our benefit. Lest we forget.

The Old Gazettes

BE IN THE KNOW!
Get the Latest 

Edition Delivered 
Straight to Your 

Inbox!
granthaven.com/wilmot-tavistock-gazette

Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

FREE

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Contact Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR LOCAL PAPER!
SEND US YOUR STORY IDEAS AND YOUR LETTERS TO THE 

EDITOR TO GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Remembrance Day
Lest We Forget

WAL-DOR INDUSTRIES LIMITED

202 Bergey Court, New Hamburg

519-662-2820
www.waldorindustries.on.ca

wayne@waldorindustries.on.ca

NOVEMBER 11TH WE REMEMBER

Remembrance Day
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www.josslin.com519  662  1644• •
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�ey shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.
We will remember them.

                                                                        

  
~ �e Imperial in 

New Hamburg

Branch 532, New Hamburg
www.newhamburglegion.ca

NEW HAMBURG

On Remembrance Day, 
we remember all those who 
have served Canada in times 
of war, conflict and peace

251A Huron Street, New Hamburg ON
519-662-3710 | www.mnofficepro.ca 

Items can be dropped off at the 
Branch during the open hours 

Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
1:00 PM to 5:00 PM. 

Or contact Ross Eichler for pick up: 
ross.eichler@sympatico.ca.

T U D O R  S Q U A D R O N  8 2 2
C A D E T S  W I L L  S T A N D  V I G I L

A T  T H E  N E W  H A M B U R G
C E N O T A P H  F R O M  8 : 0 0  P M
O N  N O V E M B E R  1 0 T H  U N T I L

1 0 : 0 0  A M  O N  N O V E M B E R
1 1 T H .

N E W  H A M B U R G  B R A N C H  5 3 2

Stop by the New Hamburg
Cenotaph between 8 :00pm
November 10-and 10 :00am

November 11 .

If you’re awake and in the area please drop by
and say thanks to these cadets for their

dedicated service. 

  MAYBE BRING SOME HOT CHOCOLATE?

If you’re awake and in the area please drop by
and say thanks to these cadets for their

dedicated service. 

  MAYBE BRING SOME HOT CHOCOLATE?

10:55
Parade arrives at the New

Hamburg Arena

10:59 O CANADA

11:00-11:15

1.Last Post (Colours are dipped).
2. The Silence 3. Lament 4.

Reveille (Colours are Raised) 5.
The Act of Remembrance 6.

Prayers

11;15-11;30
Wreath Laying Ceremony
(Choir or Band performs)

11;25-11:30 God Save The King

11:35
Colour Party Dismissed.

Ceremony Ends

11:45
Fellowship & Refreshments

New Hamburg Legion

REMEMBRANCE DAY
AGENDA 2024

N E W  H A M B U R G

N E W  H A M B U R G  S E R V I C E

:

:

:
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The Poppy Campaign
Until November 11th, 2024

Poppies will be distributed throughout the village. 
Please wear one and REMEMBER those who fought and died 
for our freedom.
Sunday November 10th:
10:30 am: Remembrance Day Service at Grace United Church
1:00 pm: Remembrance Day wreath laying ceremony will 
take place at the Tavistock Memorial Legion, 223 Hope Street 
West. Hosted by Tavistock Legion Branch 518.  Public is 
welcome.  
  
          Royal Canadian Legion
             Tavistock Memorial Branch #518

Remembrance... 
pass it on!

“We will Remember Them” “We will Remember Them” 
lawn signs still available. lawn signs still available. 

For signs call Mary Boland For signs call Mary Boland 
at 519-655-2992.at 519-655-2992.

For most, wearing a poppy during 
Remembrance season every year is a sign 
of respect and a way to honour the sacri-
fices made by veterans and current mem-
bers of the military. That poppy, howev-
er, is also a symbol of the support we as 
Canadians have pledged to veterans in our 
communities as they transition back to ci-
vilian life and as they age. 

As previously reported in this paper, 
the poppy has become widely recognized 
as the symbol of Remembrance with the 
Royal Canadian Legion managing its dis-
tribution in communities across Canada. In 
Wilmot, the Poppy Campaign is organized 
by the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
532, New Hamburg. On Oct. 25, poppy 
boxes were placed in local businesses and 
community spaces, and the wearing of 
poppies will continue until Nov. 11.

The funds generated during the cam-
paign help provide immediate assistance 
to servicemen and women who are in 
need. This may include food, shelter or 
medical attention for them or their fami-
lies. Locally, much of the funding raised 
also goes to:

• Educational bursaries;
• Comforts for veterans in hospital;
• Community medical appliances;
• Medical research;
• Medical training specific to veter-

ans; and

• Awards for local students competing 
in the annual poetry and poster com-
petitions that has Remembrance as 
the subject matter.

“There’s certain things our Legion 
Command tries to do to make sure veter-
ans that are in need do get looked after,” 
said New Hamburg Legion poppy chair 
Gary Bender. “Sometimes it’s hard to find 
those veterans (in need of help), but we do 
have Leave the Streets Beind for home-
less veterans. … Our local Legions don’t 
do anything with that except support it 
(with poppy campaign funds) or, if there’s 
anybody that we come across or find out 
about, we help refer them.”

The Legion's Leave the Streets Behind 
program provides support to homeless 
veterans and those at risk of homelessness 
by providing them with immediate finan-
cial assistance and support and connect-
ing them with the social and community 
services they need to establish a long-term 
solution.

Poppy campaign funds raised locally 
and across the province also go to sup-
port the Royal Canadian Legion Ontario 
Provincial Command and Wounded 
Warriors Canada’s Operation Service 
Dog, a program that aims to pair as many 
injured veterans as possible with trained 
service dogs.

Among the many other programs and 
supports provided for veterans through 
the funds raised during the annual poppy 

campaign each year, the campaign also 
supports the provision of comforts for vet-
erans and their surviving spouses who are 
hospitalized and in need.

“The money we collect at the branch 
goes to support veterans and things that 
support veterans,” Bender said. “Even at 
the local hospitals, we (contribute) to the 
Stratford hospital, Kitchener-Waterloo – 
both hospitals there – and those things are 
directed to veterans’ care. That’s the main 
thing.”

The New Hamburg Legion goes one 
step further, hosting regular supply drives 
to collect donated hygiene products for 
veterans at the Parkwood Veterans Care 
Hospital in London. Currently, the Legion 
is asking for donations of toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, mouth wash, low-fragrance 
deodorant, soaps and shampoo, diabetic 
stockings, socks with non-slip soles, mois-
turizer, denture cleaner, disposable razors, 
men’s and women’s underwear, t-shirts 
and jogging suits, which Legion members 
Ross and Jane Eichler will deliver person-
ally on Nov. 15.

“The strange thing is, they have to 
buy their own (hygiene products),” Ross 
Eichler said. “A lot of them that are in 
there don’t have the funding to do that. 
The other thing with it is, in London for 
instance, there’s about 100 beds and right 
now there’s about 80 to 90 veterans there 
with an average age of 90.”

The poppy funding also helps get 

local Legion members in area schools to 
spread awareness of the importance of 
Remembrance and the importance of sup-
porting veterans in the community.

“Ross’ wife, Jane, has done this for years 
through the educational program,” Bender 
said. “They’re trying to get kids in schools 
to understand Remembrance. … Because 
we don’t see marches locally and we don’t 
see people dressed in their military fatigues 
locally, people might not realize there are 
people in their community who are in the 
military and serving their country.”

Every year, the New Hamburg Legion 
runs the Poppy Campaign leading up to 
Remembrance Day on Nov. 11. This year, 
a memorial parade and service will take 
place at the New Dundee Cenotaph on 
Nov. 9. On Nov. 11, a memorial parade 
will be held in New Hamburg, featuring a 
moment of reflection at the New Hamburg 
Cenotaph followed by a full service at the 
New Hamburg Arena. A reception and fel-
lowship will be held afterwards at the New 
Hamburg Legion in the main hall.

A special feature this year will be the 
Tudor Squadron 822 Cadets, who will 
stand guard at the New Hamburg Cenotaph 
from 8 p.m. on Nov. 10 until 10 a.m. on 
Nov. 11.

At this time of year, please take a mo-
ment to reflect on the sacrifices that have 
been made for our freedom and the protec-
tion of our families and consider wearing 
a poppy.

Wearing a poppy not just about honouring 
veterans, but supporting them in the community 
GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Poppy Donations
Honour and support 
our Veterans
All funds raised through the Poppy Campaign directly
support Veterans, serving military, RCMP and their 
families.
Your donations help support:

•	 Programs	and	assistance	for	Veterans	and	serving	military	
and	RCMP	in	need	and	their	families

•	 Medical	training	and	research	and	provide	community	
medical	appliances	to	assist	in	the	care	of	Veterans

•	 Services	through	Canadian	Military	Family	Resource	
Centres

•	 Housing	and	care	facilities	for	elderly,	disabled	and	home-
less	Veterans

•	 Bursuries	for	children,	grandchildren	and	great-grandchil-
dren	of	Veterans

•	 Veterans	drop-in	centres	and	meals-on-wheels	programs
•	 Sponsorship	of	cadet	and	youth	programs

Lest We Forget - REMEMBRANCE DAY 2024
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ernie.hardemanco@pc.ola.org • 519-537-5222 • 1-800-265-4046

ERNIE HARDEMAN
MPP - Oxford

Lest We Forget
November 11th, we recognize the 

sacrifices made by our heroes in uniform.

FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS
DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING

 EMERGENCY CARE
GREAT WITH KIDS & SENIORS!

CONTACT US TODAY

55 Woodstock St. N. Tavistock, ON
info@tavistockfamilydentistry.ca

(519) 512 - 9961

T H A N K  Y O U  V E T E R A N S
lest we forget

Many residents in the area young and 
old should not pass up the chance to visit 
Wellesley Township, including Linwood 
and St. Clements, to see literally thousands 
of  homemade, red, knitted poppies.

The Wellesley Township Poppy Project 
was installed recently in honour of veter-
ans in the area who gave the ultimate sac-
rifice as Remembrance Day  on Nov. 11 
approaches.

The poppy project began in 2021, when 
a group of area ladies came up with the 
idea to display veterans banners made 
out of poppies on local bridges and other 
prominent, public locations.

What started four years ago at the 
Linwood Cenotaph has now grown 
with poppy banners being placed in 

Linwood, St. Clements and in the Village 
of Wellesley. The committee also put 26 
swags on two bridges, and installed a 
display at the Wellesley branch of the 
Waterloo Region library.

Committee member Barb Nowak says 
this suits their original goal of a town-
ship-wide poppy project.

She said in the first year they started with 
a display at the Linwood Cenotaph and 
their group has given a few hundred pop-
pies each, over the past two years, to those 
leading poppy project efforts in Linwood 
– Laurie Hanley – and in St. Clements – 
Bonnie Gaudet.

She said all displays are sponsored by 
families in the area and she really hopes 
young residents will educate themselves 
about Remembrance Day and continue 
long into the future with the Wellesley 
Township Poppy Project.

Thousands of poppies adorn the Wellesley area as 
Remembrance Day approaches

Beth Schlueter and Barbara Nowak put the final touches on the 500 poppies that will be 
displayed in front of the Wellesley Township offices on Lobsinger Line in Crosshill. Con-
tributed photo

GART WEST

Gazette Correspondent

The homemade poppies 
were displayed last week 
by the hardworking group 
at the Bill Gies Recreation 
Centre. They included, 
from left, Hudson Gushue, 
Liam Good, Luke Hancock, 
Wendy Richardson, Grace 
Jantzi, Manni Hayer, Ava 
Stagat, Scarlett  Hayter, 
Beth Schlueter and Barbara 
Nowak. Contributed photo

Tavistock Memorial Legion Branch 518

Lawn Signs for Sale, $30.00.  
Proceeds go to the Poppy Campaign.

Call Mary Boland 519-655-2992
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LEST WE FORGET
Honouring those who gave so much for our freedom

519-669-2090 • mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org
mikeharrismpp.ca

Lest WeLest We

FORGETFORGET
11 t h NOVEMBER

Lest We Forget - REMEMBRANCE DAY 2024

With Remembrance Day approaching, 
students and staff at Tavistock Public 
School have been admiring a display of 
war artifacts at the entrance to the school 
donated by veterans and their families and 
set up by members of the Tavistock and 
District Historical Society.

Historical society member Susan Pellow 
said most of the photos in the front-hall 
case come from the Lemp collection and 
were printed by Roy Erb.

She said more information and pic-
tures can be seen at the Tavistock and 

District  Historical Museum at 32 Maria 
St. in Tavistock, which is open the third 
Saturday each month from 1-4 p.m.

Area residents are reminded that 
Remembrance Day services in Tavistock 
will take place on Sunday, Nov. 10 at 
10:30 a.m. at Grace United Church and 
later that afternoon at 1 p.m. when there 
will be a public service with dignitaries 
at the Tavistock Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 518. On Monday, Nov. 11, there 
will be a service at 10:30 a.m. at Tavistock 
Public School.

Information on the Tavistock District 
Historical Site can be found at www.tav-
istockhistory.ca.

Tavistock Public School displays war artifacts from 
the Tavistock and District Historical Society

Pictured from left in the entrance to Tavistock Public school are Tavistock and District His-
torical Society members Susan Pellow, Tom Zimmerson and Marilyn Pearson, who take the 
display to various venues in recognition of Remembrance Day Nov. 11. Missing from photo 
is society member Donna Dickson. Photo by Gary West

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Pictured left are the 
names of former Tav-
istock Public School 
students who volun-
teered for active mil-
itary service during 
the Second World 
War. Those with 
stars next to their 
names were killed in 
action. Photos cour-
tesy of Tavistock 
and District Histori-
cal Society
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There are hundreds of bright-red pop-
pies brightening up the areas of Plattsville, 
Washington and Bright during this season 
of Remembrance.

Local organizers say they all got togeth-
er in making poppies and poppy banners 
in what they are calling their first poppy 
project.

The Plattsville Poppy project was ap-
proved at the Feb. 27 meeting of the 
Plattsville and District Heritage Society. 
Denise Tew and Denise DeJonge lead the 
project and the first poppy get-together 
was at the DeJonge’s home on March 6.

North Blenheim Mutual Insurance pro-
vided a $300 donation to make starter 
kits for students at the Plattsville Public 
School.

The group had 14 enthusiastic students 
who met with the volunteers at lunchtime 
and learned how to crochet poppies.

The Poppy banners were completed by 
the end of June and they met weekly at 
Peace United Church in Plattsville.

They have had a large group of keen and 
energetic neighbours who have been cro-
cheting and knitting poppies, and another 
group of volunteers who worked on the 
banners.

Banners of poppies are now on display 
at the Plattsville Memorial Gates, Bright 
Memorial Gates, Chesterfield Cenotaph, 
Ratho Church, Washington Bridge, 
Bright Fire Hall, the Tyler Todd plaque at 
Plattsville Gates, the public-school cairn 
and also at Peace United Church, Plattsville 
Missionary Church and Plattsville Public 
School.

The enthusiastic group also hung 76 
Remembrance banners recognizing veter-
ans – 51 in Plattsville and 26 in Bright.

All are invited to attend the Remembrance 
service this Sunday Nov. 10 at 11:30 
a.m. at the Chesterfield Museum west of 
Plattsville, followed by refreshments and 
a time to visit.

Organizers of the Plattsville Poppy 
Project thank the many volunteers with 
the Wellesley Poppy Project for their guid-
ance and advice to get their project off the 
ground in their first year.

Crocheted and handknitted poppies honour 
Remembrance Day in Plattsville and Bright 

Plattsville Poppy Project organizers, from left, Denise DeJonge, Bev Todd – whose son, 
Tyler William Todd, is memorialized by the plaque in this photo after he lost his life in Af-
ghanistan in 2010 – and Denise Tew. Contributed photos

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Lest We Forget - REMEMBRANCE DAY 2024

Poppies at the Plattsville Gates.

Poppies on the Washington Bridge. Poppies at the Chesterfield Cenotaph. Poppies at Ratho Church. 
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The Tavistock Braves were able to end a 
seven-game losing streak last Friday with 
a 5-2 win over the Woodstock Navy Vets.

The Braves led 2-1 after 40 minutes 
and outscored the Navy Vets 3-1 in the 
third period. Nicholas Hambly and Tyler 
Brezynskie had a goal and assist each with 
single markers from Marc Dionne, Grady 
Murphy and Blair Stokes. Lander Hartley 
stopped 29 of 31 shots to earn the win.

Head coach Zac Berg said the team stuck 
to the game plan for a full three periods 
and created momentum for the rest of the 
weekend.

“The boys played hard and made the 
simple plays. You could really just feel 
a sense of relief after the win. When you 
go through a losing streak like we went 
through, it can really weigh on guys. For 
us to dig our way out of that the way we 
did and carry it right into the game on 
Saturday and Sunday was a big step in the 

right direction.”
Tavistock travelled to Paris Saturday and 

came away with a 4-2 victory. The Braves 
outshot the Titans 50-33 and Murphy led 
the attack with a pair of goals. Hambly 
added two assists while Tanner Hunt and 
Trent Davie each scored once. Kaden 
Lange stopped 31 of 33 shots to earn the 
win.

Sunday, Tavistock skated into Dorchester 
for the third game of the weekend and 
jumped out to a 2-0 lead after 20 minutes 
but couldn’t hold on and lost 3-2 in over-
time. Jack Hodge and Carter Arsenault 
found the back of the net in the losing 
effort.

Berg said the team’s legs were definitely 
getting heavy halfway through game three 
on Sunday.

“A three-game weekend is never easy, 
but I thought we did a good job of battling 
right until the end of that game.”

He added it’s always tough to lose in the 
extra period but he reminded the team how 

productive the weekend was.
“Obviously, the instant reaction of los-

ing in overtime is disappointment but we 
made sure to address that. Picking up five 
points out of six in three nights in a tough 
league like ours is something to be proud 
of.”

The Dolphins scored the game-winner 
following a too-many-men-on-the-ice 
penalty, something Berg said is just a part 
of the game.

“It was a tough way to lose the game. 
Mishaps like that happen in hockey and 
we just have to put that one behind us and 
move on.”

The Braves have given up the most 
goals against in the division, but Berg sees 
improvement between the pipes thanks 
to Kaden Lange and newcomer Lander 
Hartley.

“We are confident in our goaltending; 
bringing in a veteran goalie like Lander is 
going to help us out in a big way. He has fit 
in with the guys seamlessly. As for Kaden, 

he puts in the work and is very motivated 
to get better. He had a big game for us on 
Saturday and I think he is only going to 
build off of that.”

Firebirds remain in first
New Hamburg won its only game of the 

weekend, a 4-3 win in Dorchester. Owen 
Bruder scored a pair of goals, his eighth 
and ninth of the season, with single mark-
ers going to Aydan Burns and Keegan 
Metcalfe. Antonio Pasqualino added two 
assists while Liam O’Leary stopped 34 of 
the 37 shots he faced. 

Applejacks 
Wellesley split a pair of weekend games, 

starting with a 4-1 home loss to Norwich. 
The Merchants jumped out to a 4-0 lead 
before Even Silveira cancelled the shut-
out with a goal at the 19:34 mark of the 
third period, his ninth of the season. The 
Applejacks bounced back Saturday down-
ing Hespeler 3-1. Kelsey Wilson, Nolan 
Stickland and Owen Stoddard scored for 
Wellesley.

PJHL Roundup: Braves snap losing skid with five-point weekend 
LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

The Tavistock Royals Ontario Elite 
Hockey League record dropped to three 
wins and a pair of losses after dropping a 
4-3 decision in Ripley.

The Wolves score the game-winning 
goal with just 53 seconds left in the third 
period. Ripley jumped out to a 2-0 lead 
but second-period goals from Patrick 

Vulgan and Lucas Bast tied the game 
before Jeromy Munro gave the Royals a 
3-2 lead. Graham Noye stopped 33 of the 
37 shots in the Tavistock goal. 

Next action for the Royals is at home 
Saturday night as they host the Creemore 
Coyotes. The game is the annual Minor 
Hockey Day where any child attending is 
entered into a draw for free minor-hock-
ey registration next season. Game time 
is 7:30 p.m.

Royals drop lone 
weekend matchup 
LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

South Doherty division
standings

As of Tuesday, November 6

South Doherty Division GP W L OTL T SOW SOL PTS OTW GF GA DIFF PCT PIM
1 New Hamburg Firebirds 15 12 3 0 0 0 0 24 2 65 49 16 0.800 283
2 Norwich Merchants 15 11 4 0 0 2 0 22 0 55 35 20 0.733 202
3 Wellesley Applejacks 15 9 4 1 0 2 1 20 0 53 39 14 0.667 325
4 Woodstock Navy Vets 14 9 4 0 0 0 1 19 0 51 42 9 0.679 192
5 Dorchester Dolphins 14 6 6 0 0 0 2 14 2 39 44 -5 0.500 266
6 Tavistock Braves 16 6 9 1 0 1 0 13 0 55 69 -14 0.406 384
7 Hespeler Shamrocks 14 3 9 1 0 0 1 8 0 36 54 -18 0.286 224
8 Paris Titans 15 3 10 2 0 0 0 8 1 39 61 -22 0.267 233

South Doherty Division RW ROW STK GPCT
10 12 1-0-0-0 0.570
9 9 0-1-0-1 0.611
7 7 1-0-0-0 0.576
9 9 1-0-0-0 0.548
4 6 1-0-0-0 0.470
5 5 2-0-1-0 0.444
3 3 0-5-1-1 0.400
2 3 0-1-0-0 0.390

226.261.1837heather@granthaven.com

Wondering how local media 
can help grow your business? 
Let me help tailor a 
customized marketing plan 
for your business goals. 

Woodstock Ingersoll Echo

St. Marys Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Goderich Sun
STRATFORDTIMES

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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A recently released Hockey Canada report on girls’ and 
women’s hockey may paint a bleak picture of the sport in 
the country, but not all is bad according to the president of 
the Wilmot Wolverines Minor Hockey Association.

The report identified six key barriers which will be cru-
cial to overcome in order for the sport to lead the way with 
grassroots programming in Canada.

Holly Bast is the president of the association and she 
explained while not everything is perfect, a recent boost 
in female hockey and sports in general can at least par-
tially be attributed to the Professional Women’s Hockey 
League.

“Thanks to the positive media coverage PWHL is gen-
erating, we are continuing to grow. We are excited our 
youngest age group, U7 Timbits, has the biggest numbers 
in years. We had 18 last year but that has jumped to 32 this 
season. We are definitely seeing the popularity of female 
hockey growing,” Bast said.

The association has held Esso Fun Days in recent years, 
designed to be a free, safe and fun introduction to hockey 
for girls and women. Hockey Canada and Esso have had 
the program in place since 1998 and it has grown to be-
come an incredible recruitment tool. It was designed to 
help thousands of first-time players step on the ice and 
start their hockey journeys. Bast said it has worked for 
them.

“We made a commitment to run it every year when we 
came out of COVID to reignite the participation in hock-
ey. Thanks to that program, we have girls this year new 
to hockey in the U7 program and even some girls who 
have never played before but are on our U15 local league 
team.”

The event is held at the end of March before registration 
opens for the following season. 

“Out of this year’s program, we had 28 new girls try 
hockey and 17 of those registered for the current season. 
That’s a really strong response and we are thankful for the 
sponsorship.”

The Hockey Canada report’s barriers list the structure 
of women’s and girls’ hockey, policy and governance, eq-
uity in resource allocation, education and training, data 
and visibility and celebration. Bast said the document rep-
resents how much more work there is to do.

“There will always be more to do when you are growing 
a program. (Hockey Canada) has a really ambitious goal 
to get to 170,000 female players by 2030 given we have 
crossed the 100,000 threshold.”

The Wolverines formed in 2007 when the Wilmot 
Recreation Centre first opened and Bast explained obtain-
ing equal ice time opportunities has been an issue with 
weekend ice the main option. 

“That’s the year Wilmot went from having one ice pad 
to two ice pads. As we have grown, we have had to pick 
up any ice that’s available. Today, a third of our ice is 
during the week and the rest is on the weekend. It is really 
challenging for us to run our program when we are so 
heavy in weekend ice.”

She added a big part of minor hockey is the ability to 
play in tournaments, including the massive Stratford Aces 
tournament later this month. Since many of the associa-
tions are playing in it, the problem is what to do with the 
existing ice time.

“It is a real challenge because that’s what was available 
to us as we grew. The prime-time ice during the week was 
never there. We have picked up bits and pieces but be-
cause of the popularity of hockey here in general, we are 
extremely short on ice here.”

Wilmot Township is currently in a poor financial sati-
ation and a proposal for a third pad was turned down in 
early 2023 after a split vote by council. The municipality 
recently launched a community services master plan and 
Bast explained it identified one ice pad serves 450 minor 
hockey registrants. Between the boys and girls along with 
figure skating, the number sits at over 1,300.

“We should be looking at a third and fourth ice pad here. 
The ice shortages in addition to the inequities with how 
the ice has been allocated to us is a real challenge.”

Bast added the U15 boys also get longer period times 
during games as compared to the U15 girls, but she noted 

there is a push to even things up.
“That is a part of the conversation at all levels of hock-

ey, but here in Wilmot, we would have to reduce the num-
ber of players we offer space to. Our hands our tied there,” 
she said.

The Wolverines program looks to area arenas such as 
Tavistock, Plattsville and Wellesley for additional ice 
during the week throughout the season.

Many smaller centres, for both boys and girls, have de-
cided to amalgamate minor hockey programs meaning 
they have more ice available, but Bast mentioned larger 
cities like Kitchener and Waterloo push back on the idea 
of longer games for girls because they don’t have that ex-
tra time.

The association would also like to see improved train-
ing opportunities geared specifically for female hock-
ey programs. Currently, the Ontario Women’s Hockey 
Association (OWHA) mandates what courses need to be 
taken for bench staff. Bast would like to see more targeted 
opportunities. 

“There was a program developed a few years ago called 
Keeping Girls in Sport. I took it last year and it dealt with 
how females learn versus males, and other differences 
in a number of areas. It isn’t mandatory but we have en-
couraged our coaches to take it. However, it’s a challenge 
when you are asking volunteers to commit more time to 
something.”

The retention rate in girls’ hockey sits at around 81 per 
cent, three per cent less than boys.

The OWHA, like other hockey associations, has several 
mandatory education modules for volunteers. Bast added 
the course would help coaches see past some of the ste-
reotypes between male and female sport. 

The Hockey Canada report can be found at https://
cdn.hockeycanada.ca/hockey-canada/Hockey-Programs/
Female/Downloads/womens-and-girls-paper-e.pdf. 

Wilmot girls’ hockey growing despite ice-time 
equity challenge 
LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

JOIN A

Recruitment Open for Citizen Members

WWW.WILMOT.CA/JOINACOMMITTEE

COMMITTEE!
Wilmot Canada Day Event Task Force 

(3 positions)
 

Heritage Wilmot and Castle Kilbride Advisory Committee 
(5 positions) 

Regional Municipality of Waterloo – Library Committee 
(1 position) 
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By Stewart Grant

FROM THE 
PUBLISHER'S 

DESK

It’s been over a year since I’ve 
set foot in the United States, but 
last week Laurie and I attended 
a travel industry event in South 
America that was comprised of 
about 70% Americans and 30% 
Canadians.

There wasn’t much political 
talk on this trip. Everyone is gen-
erally smart enough to steer clear 
of politics in business settings, 
but the retreat offered a few op-
portunities to gain some insight 
as to where people stood head-
ing into the Nov. 5th presidential 
election.  

In Punta del Este, Uruguay, we 

enjoyed a wonderful sightseeing 
day with a couple from Michigan 
and another couple from Tampa. 
These were four of the nicest 
people that we could ever hope to 
meet. One of the gentlemen is not 
only a travel agent owner but also 
a pastor. At lunch, he opened the 
door to a political discussion by 
saying, “Up until this week, I had 
never thought much about the 
impact that our election has on 
other countries. I’ve been talking 
to some Canadians this week 
who follow this closer than I do.” 

“For sure, the election affects 
everyone in some way,” I replied, 

and gave an example of how I 
worried about the U.S. pulling 
out of NATO and how that could 
affect Canada at some future 
point.

The table seemed to agree that 
NATO was a good thing, and our 
Tampa friend said, “Yeah, I don’t 
think he [Trump] would really 
do that, it’s a lot of bluster with 
him.” He added that Trump had 
been President once before and 
everything hadn’t fallen apart.

“He won’t have any guardrails 
this time though,” I replied. “All 
those people who kept him in line 
last time won’t be there this time 
around and he’ll surround him-
self with yes-men.”

“He will still have to get things 
through the Senate and the 
House,” the Tampa man replied. I 
thought about pursuing it further 
by saying that Trump could cir-
cumvent those checks by issuing 
Executive Orders, but decided it 
was enough. The Michigan man 
also resigned, saying that he al-
ready voted anyways.

We then talked generally about 

the election impacting the travel 
industry, as they are finding that 
some of their clients are pushing 
back their decisions until after the 
votes are counted. I joked, say-
ing, “Maybe you’ll see a surge of 
people wanting to buy one-way 
tickets to Canada.”

Overall, we had a nice and 
pleasant conversation, and while 
we soon shifted to other top-
ics like family and vacations, I 
couldn’t help but privately as-
sume that our new friends prob-
ably voted for team “R” like they 
probably have done in the past. 
After all, Fox News has warned 
them about the dangers that Ka-
mala Harris, and the millions of 
dangerous illegal immigrants, 
would inflict on the nation.

At dinner earlier in the trip, we 
sat with a couple from Florida 
(formerly from Indiana) who felt 
they were in a safe space speaking 
with two Canadians and shared 
their fear and distaste regarding a 
possible Trump presidency. They 
talked about the abortion issue 
and how it worried them. They 

also talked about January 6th and 
how Trump was a threat to de-
mocracy. 

Our third and final political dis-
cussion was on a shore excursion 
in Brazil with five Canadians and 
two Puerto Ricans. The woman 
representing Puerto Rico tour-
ism was telling us all about the 
positive attributes of their region 
and I joked that “wow, it sounds 
much nicer in Puerto Rico than 
that comedian at the Trump rally 
made it out to be a few days ago.” 
Despite being a representative of 
Puerto Rico, she had not heard of 
the controversial comments. Ev-
eryone gets their news from dif-
ferent places I suppose.

Although political discussions 
were rare at the travel industry 
retreat, the few that we had rein-
forced the fact that this is a tru-
ly divided country, with people 
basing their voting decisions on 
completely different information, 
or in many cases lack of informa-
tion.

Dancing around politics with Americans

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CONTACT  SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR SHARONBLEIS@GMAIL.COM
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Smart home technology has 
been rapidly transitioning from a 
futuristic luxury to a more main-
stream fundamental in the real 
estate market. 

Beyond convenience and com-
fort, these innovations are able to 
provide security, cost savings and 
are making an impact on the real 
estate market. With buyers look-
ing for these types of upgrades 
and sellers increasing attention 
to them, how is smart home tech-
nology shaping real estate trends, 
enhancing property values and 

influencing the buying and sell-
ing process? Let's get into it! 

Smart home technology is a 
growing trend driven home pri-
marily by the Millennial and 
Gen Z demographics due to their 
prioritization of convenience, 
energy efficiency and security. 
The ability to control a home's 
features through voice activation 
and smartphone apps is increas-
ingly in demand for things like 
lights, thermostats and security 
systems. 

It is no secret that smart homes 

are more energy efficient. Set the 
thermostat to a specific tempera-
ture and you never have to worry 
about the furnace or air condi-
tioner running too long, appeal-
ing to those buyers seeking long-
term savings and environmental 
awareness. Smart home appli-
ances are becoming increasingly 
popular with their offerings of 
cost savings and environmental 
awareness with temperature reg-
ulation, water conservation and 
automatic power-down modes 
for things like microwaves, dish-
washers, and televisions to pro-
mote lower energy consumption 
when not in use. 

As smart homes become the 
standard, buyers are viewing 
these things as essential rath-
er than optional. Homes with 
these features are commanding 
premium prices while in certain 
markets. 

Not only does a smart home 
appear more beneficial in a buy-
er's eyes, but these upgrades and 

features can actually increase 
your home's appraised value. 
Owners of homes with energy ef-
ficient windows and doors or so-
lar panels can opt for added value 
when getting an appraisal. While 
individual devices may not add a 
whole lot of value to a home due 
to their mainstream popularity, 
a more comprehensive smart-
home system such as integrat-
ed lighting, security system and 
climate control can be seen as a 
value-added feature in the same 
way that a kitchen or bathroom 
might be. 

As smart home technology has 
evolved, so has the real estate 
marketing to promote it show-
casing “smart home tours” to 
demonstrate to prospective buy-
ers how this technology works 
and the value that it comes with. 
Smart home certifications or 
badges are also becoming an as-
set to helping these homes stand 
out from the competition. Having 
these sorts of marketing working 

for you and your home can help 
to catch the eye of that tech-sav-
vy buyer who is interested in 
owning a home that possesses 
these features. 

Smart home technology is no 
longer a fancy futuristic idea; it 
is becoming a selling point that 
increases value in many of the 
homes that are utilizing this type 
of advancement. Is it crucial that 
you as a homeowner run and in-
tegrate this technology into your 
home? No! But next time you go 
to upgrade, consider the long-
term benefits of choosing a smart 
home option even beyond your 
time living in the home!  

For questions or future article 
inquiries, reach out and let's chat! 
226-232-4236, ilivingstonsells@
gmail.com.

Isabel Livingston is a sales 
representative with Gale Group 
Realty Brokerage Ltd. and the 
Jennifer Gale Real Estate Team.

By Isabel Livingston

EXPERT 
REAL ESTATE 

ADVICE 

Smart home technology: How it is changing the 
value of real estate

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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The Wilmot Lions/Lioness Club invites 
you to join the New Hamburg Concert 
Band for our 41st annual Tree of Light 
Ceremony at Centennial Fountain by the 
post office.

Complimentary hot dogs and hot apple 
cider are being served and we invite every-
one to join us in singing carols and light-
ing our tree. A $5 donation lights a bulb on 
our tree with all money raised going to our 
community.  

Once again, we invite all children to en-
ter our Snowman colouring contest. This 
colouring page has been distributed to 
our local New Hamburg and Baden pub-
lic schools as well as the New Hamburg 
and Baden libraries and post offices. Bring 
it along with you on the night of the Tree 
of Light Ceremony and drop it in the 
Christmas wrapped box by the stage. Five 
coloured pages will be drawn from the box 
and a cash prize awarded to the winners. 

In 1983, the Lions and Lionesses held 
their first Tree of Light Ceremony to raise 
money to support many local groups and 

needs within the community. The Tree of 
Light ceremony is a Christmas tradition 
where our community gathers to welcome 
the Christmas season.   

Last year, we unfortunately had to cancel 
due to steady rain late in the afternoon and 
we were unable to have the usual public 
gathering at the fountain for the lighting of 
the tree. This year, we are pleased to once 
again welcome the community to our Tree 
of Light Ceremony at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 29 at the Centennial Fountain by the 
post office. 

Funds raised, go directly back into our 

community, as always.
We are proud of our accomplishments in 

the community and invite you to support 
us so we may continue to make a differ-
ence. The proceeds of the Tree of Light 
will help to support the Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre, Interfaith Community 
Counselling Centre, Community Care 
Concepts, Aldaview Services as well as 
many other community projects. 

Dress warm and see you there.  For fur-
ther information contact Lion Marjorie 
Heimpel at 519 634-8527 or Joan Bilinsky 
at 519-662-2275.  

Wilmot Lions/Lioness Club to host 41st annual 
Tree of Light
WILMOT LIONS/LIONESS CLUB

Community Submission

To advertise, contact Sharon Leis at 
519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com
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Pet of the Week
FRECKLE AND MINNIE
Meet Freckle and Minnie, a bonded 

pair of senior dogs with hearts full of 
love, ready to find a forever home 
together during Adopt a Senior Pet 
Month! Freckle, a gentle tripod, and her 
devoted daughter, Minnie, have been 
inseparable through thick and thin. 
Both girls are a bit shy around new 
people, but with patience and treats, 
their sweet, loyal personalities shine. 
Ideal for a calm home, they’d prefer to 
be the only dogs, though they might 
adjust to a fellow senior after a careful 
introduction. If you’re ready for a 

devoted duo, Freckle and Minnie await 
you!. For more information on Freckle 
and Minnie or other animals available 
for adoption, visit The Humane Society 
of Kitchener Waterloo and Stratford 
Perth's website at: kwsphumane.ca

SPONSORED	BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

O T M L G X E F P H N V J P F Y Z P K F
E Q R S A C R I F I C E U E O G G J X Y
D M X G P V W S V D J A R E B M E M E R
F G B Z M W D L E V G O B T M I F F N V
W X S J Q F S P E I K Y P P F R F P E D
G B S H H J M E J G P R K N R E Q K R R
N F A Q S P K M O O I P C W B U N A V L
V P K R A S A U A R S O O N F Z S G T L
S E R V I C E T A D E G N P V Q W T E N
R N E U G E X R O M A H E K P Y H O X L
U P S O I Q E W V N K N H E C P R F G N
B R V P K B G K P S E P A Y T U Y J B J
A E I F M J I C K V E C M C O D F S A B
I T U E R Z S V P A O A K N J B L R S L
F U V X H E A D C Q O W O P A K O M C G
E O V P F V E E V W H H T Q O Q W S D E
N V E U X G Q D T E G R O F E W T S E L
K Q W O L Z Z M O P P O Q J L J C H N M
W G S A S E D A R M O C K F P Y Z F K E
S N A R E T E V V U E M B W S O A P C N

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Canada
Cenotaph
Comrades
Freedom

Heroes

Honour
Legion

LestWeForget
November

Peace

Poppies
Remember

Sacrifice
Service

Veterans

Gazette Puzzles

Serving you since 1983

We will help you make anything

3504 Bleams Rd., New Hamburg ON, 
Bus: 519.662.1952 | Fax: 519.662.1941
Toll Free: 1-877-324-4445

• Millwrighting • machining
• custom fabrication • Portable Welding Services
• General Repairs • WelDing - tig, mig, stick, oxy Ac
• Welding- Alum., Steel, Stainless, Cast
• INDESTRUCTIBLE MAIL BOXES

Sponsored by:

Dear sir,
I would like to elaborate a bit on Anne 

Loeffler’s letter of Oct. 31.
She mentions that industrial develop-

ment may be necessary. I think that many 
people have been conditioned to automat-
ically accept that industrial development 
is beneficial and necessary. In reality, that 
concession is like a knee-jerk reaction. It 
is inevitable only if it is accepted blindly 
and without thought.

Does Wilmot really need extensive in-
dustrial development of the magnitude 
being pursued by the region?  

Wilmot has never been industrialized 
and the residents have always lived in 
a highly rural area. Compared to all my 
years of living in Mississauga, my life 
as a resident of Wilmot has been idyllic 
without industrial development. Many of 
my neighbours have moved to Wilmot to 
enjoy a rural lifestyle, not to live beside 
factories. In conversation with people in 
the area, I hear complaints about the fed-
eral and provincial governments, infla-
tion, health care, housing and homeless-
ness. Never has there ever been one word 
of concern about the lack of industrial 
development in Wilmot. The urgent de-
sire to industrialize Wilmot is not coming 
from the residents of Wilmot.  

As Doug Ford stated, the facto-
ries should only be built in willing 
communities.  

A word of warning to those communi-
ties: The factories may be related to the 
electrification industry (EVs, EV batter-
ies, solar panels, wind energy). Despite 

overwhelming government support for 
many years, the electrification movement 
has stalled, far before displacing ICE ve-
hicles and conventional electrical-power 
generators in the market. For example, 
Tavistock-Zorra recently rejected a pro-
posal for a wind farm by ProWind. In the 
EV industry, the Ford Motor Company re-
cently suspended opening an EV assembly 
plant to 2027, and Umicore Rechargeable 
Battery Materials has ceased construction 
of their EV battery factory near Kingston. 
Also noteworthy are the delays and tribu-
lations in the construction of the Stellantis 
EV plant in Windsor. The electrification 
industry is on shaky ground and may ulti-
mately never achieve the market penetra-
tion to satisfy investors.  

Even if the industry starts to do well in 
the future with automation, there is no 
guarantee that the jobs will be numerous, 
well paying and stable enough to satisfy 
the workers. Like many industrial opera-
tions around the world, the benefits to the 
workers could be miniscule and the dam-
age to the community could be huge. 

Adding this argument against the ex-
propriation to concerns about transparen-
cy, democracy and the rights of the farm-
ers and local residents, the case against 
the expropriation is solid. 

Regards,

Paul Sedran, 
New Hamburg

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
Clarification on Wilmot 
Farmland Expropriation

I would like to propose a sensible idea 
for affordable housing to developers 
and government officials dealing with 
housing. 

After World War II, many Canadian 
cities built “wartime housing” for the 
military returning home. These homes 
were smaller with the necessary basics 
in which a family could comfortably live 
without builder’s upgrades as they are 
known today. 

The housing lots may also have been a 
smaller size. The cost of building a small-
er house has to be more economical than 
the larger, million-dollar versions that few 
people can actually afford. I know that the 
younger people wish to have a home as 

large as some of their parents, but it took 
them 40-50 years to get there. 

Perhaps the municipal fees for home 
builders and developers could be lowered 
as an incentive to build smaller homes. 
Let’s build these smaller starter homes 
or bungalows for first-time homebuyers. 
There is also a shortage of these homes 
for retirees who want to size down, but 
still want to own their own home. 

What goes around comes around! I 
strongly feel that these ideas will make 
housing more affordable for more people 
of all age groups. 

Anya Donaldson, 
Hickson

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
Time to consider wartime 
housing as affordable option

SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
BY EMAILING THEM TO GALEN SIMMONS 

AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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presents

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown TravelGroup travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

AFRICAN SAFARI: AFRICAN SAFARI: 
KENYA AND TANZANIAKENYA AND TANZANIA

JULY 28 - AUGUST 11, 2025
Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 

St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com

TICO #50010159 
Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 

New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 

TICO #50025796

ONLY 3 
SPACES 
LEFT!
BOOK BY 

NOV. 21, 2024
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The corn harvest continues in the Perth County area, and if the fences are good, these beef cows with this past spring’s 
calves are cleaning up what might be left behind by the combine. Crop farmers are reporting above-average yields with 
dryer corn than they thought. Photo by Gary West

Perth County beef farmers enjoying a great, 
dry harvest season

Cathy loves Halloween and dawning a new costume ev-
ery year, with makeup help from her daughter, seems to 
do the trick. She was at the drive-through window Oct. 
31 serving coffee early in the morning at Tavistock’s Tim 
Hortons, and always has a smile and a welcoming “good 
morning.” Other customers at the popular meeting place 
also enjoy the hometown atmosphere that the staff, who 
were also in costume, foster, which makes them feel like 
they are right at home, no matter the occasion.

Service with a smile 
at Tavistock Tim’s



26 Thursday, November 7, 2024 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Back In September, this ho-
listic-health advocate discov-
ered the benefits of infrared and 
light therapy. Melody Junker is 
the owner of the Zen Den Light 
and Healing, a tranquil sanctu-
ary transforming local lives. She 
is thrilled to move her quaint, 
in-home business to its new and 
sensational space convenient-
ly located in the heart of New 
Hamburg. 

On Saturday, Nov. 2 from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., the community had the 
opportunity to visit Junker’s heal-
ing space at 179 Union St. for a 
meet-and-greet, and the response 
was overwhelming. Junker was 
overjoyed at the turnout to say 
the least, and lucky winners of 
her draw were Yvonne Martin, 
Valerie Fink and the grand prize 
went to Heather Wilson. She will 
enjoy three healing sauna ses-
sions, three foot soaks, an Adam 
Brenner gift certificate and can-
dles from Peace Love and Kesim.

The successful grand opening 
marks a huge win and beginning 
of a new chapter on the path of 
Junker’s own health journey. As 
a wellness expert, I am delighted 

to see Junker’s homegrown busi-
ness literally outgrow her home. 
The community’s desire for ho-
listic wellness is heartwarming. 
The Zen Den is a tad less tradi-
tional than modern medicine to 
say the least, and the ancestral 
vibes are a huge attraction to a 
growing audience. 

Junker was on hand at the 
opening to answer questions and 
offer insight on how the Zen Den 
could play an important part of 
living that best life. It’s never too 
early or too late to start preserv-
ing health. Changing day-to-day 
habits is challenging but curing a 
disease is daunting. 

The Zen Den offers services 
in a stress-reducing space sup-
porting overall health inside and 
out. Infrared-sauna spa therapy 
is soothing. Saunas have been 
around forever but infrared sau-
nas are something new and dif-
ferent. They are a bounty of 
body-boosting benefits. Radiant 
light warms the body directly, but 
at a lower temperature than con-
ventional saunas. Sweating it out 
is old school. 

We face an onslaught of toxins 
24 hours a day from the foods 
we eat to body care products to 
pumping gas and the water we 
drink. Unplugging and recharg-
ing in the Zen Den are therapeu-
tic. The den offers a secluded, 
stress-free space. Heat penetrates 
at the cellular level, alleviating 
pain, eliminating toxins and trust 
me when I say you will enjoy a 
deep sleep that night. 

Junker also offers chromo-
therapy or colour-light therapy. 
Choose a color that speaks to you 
and enjoy the positive, feel-good 
mind and body vibes. From sun-
shine, optimistic-inducing yellow 
to the stillness of blue, the visible 
wavelengths of the colour-light 
spectrum support the growing 
number of studies linking rain-
bow colors to reducing inflam-
mation, swelling and pain.

Essential oils are another way 
to enhance that happy, holistic 
experience. Floral, citrus and 
woodsy scents are mood-chang-
ing and transformative, evoking 
a cascade of feelings.

This personal trainer’s soul is 
transformed through her soles. 
Sitting still, soaking and soothing 
is simply stupendous as the body 
releases toxins into the foot bath. 
It’s a fascinating experience with 
proof to ponder just how toxic 
life can be. 

Packages are available and 
can be tailor-made with scents 
and colours to support overall 
wellness. 

To support detoxifying after-
wards, this holistic nutritionist 

encourages the addition of a su-
per smoothie to daily life. My go-
to is a wealth of health. Beets are 
a bonanza of health. From their 
blood building iron and immune 
boosting vitamin C to inflamma-
tion reducing betaine, this sweet 
root veggie is ruby red rewards. 
Add an array of berries but focus 
on wild blueberries to help elimi-
nate heavy metals without adding 
sugar. Cranberries are low calo-
rie, high fiber, and this top-notch 
tart ball is loads of love for the 

urinary tract. Last but not least, 
go for the goodness of ginger. 
Awesome anti-inflammatory, an-
ti-nausea and digestion delight 
plus, thanks to gingerol, the bio-
active compound helps reduce 
oxidative stress throughout the 
body. There’s even growing stud-
ies supporting weight loss.

Congratulations, Junker on em-
barking on a wellness journey to 
support the community. Happy 
Holistic alternatives are now in 
New Hamburg!

Ready, set, Zen Den is open for healing help

By Mercedes Kay Gold

HEAPS OF 
HEALTHY 

TIPS 

The Zen Den in New Hamburg hosted the grand opening of its new loca-
tion at 179 Union St. on Nov. 2. Photos by Mercedes Kay Gold

Meldy Junker, owner of Zen Den. 
A body-boosting super smoothie that supports continued detoxification after a Zen Den 
visit.
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By Paul Knowles

OH, THE 
PLACES 

WE'LL GO
I will admit, it’s not up there 

with Indiana Jones’ quest for 
the Holy Grail, or even Mon-
ty Python’s hilarious attempt at 
the same feat, but it was truly a 
quest, nonetheless, and it did take 
years, and I finally realized my 
goal, which King Arthur never 
actually managed to do.

The object of my search was 
not a sacred vessel; it was a 
small, multi-coloured bird. To be 
specific, a puffin.

I have long wanted to see a puf-
fin in its natural setting. It became 
something of an obsession. Over 
the years, I have visited a num-
ber of places that promised puf-
fin sightings. I visited my sister 
who lives in St. Anthony, on the 
northern tip of Newfoundland. 
I saw whales and icebergs and 
guillemots. I even patted a beluga 
whale that had come into a small 
outport and was hanging around 
the docks (until a whale scientist 
told us to leave the whale alone), 
but no puffins.

I travelled to Ireland three 
times and hung out on the At-
lantic coast at astonishing places 
like the Giant’s Causeway and 
the Cliffs of Moher. I saw plenty 
of posters advertising the avail-
ability of puffins, but no puffins.

I visited Yarmouth and the 
Acadian Shores region of Nova 
Scotia and fell madly in love with 
the whole area. It quickly became 

one of my favourite destinations 
in the world, except no puffins.

I have spent a lot of time in 
much-loved Cornwall, England, 
exploring coastal towns like 
Fowey, Marazion and Mousehole 
(pronounced Mawzel), travelling 
by boat along the shore, enjoying 
amazing destinations like Saint 
Michael’s Mount and Tintagel, 
but no puffins.

So, when I started to plan my 
trip to St. John’s, Nfld., earlier 
this year, I was determined not to 
get my hopes up. After all, every 
one of those places I have visited 
boast about their population of 
puffins. Every one of them post 
pictures of these cute, little birds. 
Every one offered nothing but 
disappointment to me.

So, I was not optimistic.
What took me to St. John’s 

was the annual conference of 
the Travel Media Association of 
Canada. At these events, we work 
hard – really – but our hosts also 
treat us like royalty. One of the 
features of the conference was an 
afternoon whale-watching trip 
with O’Brien’s Boat Tours. 

I was pleased about this be-
cause, first, who doesn’t want to 
see whales and second, one of 
the O’Briens who own the boats 
is Con O’Brien, also lead singer 
of the Irish Descendants, a won-
derful Newfoundland band that I 
brought to this area twice when I 

was executive director of a local 
arts festival.

So, it would be fun. But I did 
not get my puffin-oriented hopes 
up.

We headed out on the sea, 
bound for Witless Bay – an inter-
esting name for a destination for 
writers, bloggers and public-rela-
tions professionals.

Perhaps an hour into the voy-
age, I spotted a couple of small 
birds floating on the waves. 
Could they be? Yes! I was actu-
ally seeing my first two puffins. 
I was very excited and then I re-
alized I was actually seeing my 
first 200,000 puffins or so. The 
air was filled with oddly shaped, 
brightly coloured little birds. 
They were fishing, they were fly-
ing, they were floating, they were 
pooping on or near us; they were 
making an aged and jaded travel 
writer very, very happy.

The O’Brien trip was terrific. 
In addition to literally thousands 
of puffins, we saw lots of other 
sea birds – guillemots (old hat to 
me, of course), terns, kittiwakes, 
murres. They were interesting, 
of course, but they meant little to 
me because I was watching puf-
fins.

On the trip back, we also saw 
whales. I enjoyed that too, but I 
have to confess I was still savour-
ing the puffin sightings. After all, 
I had been years on the quest!

A few days later, I was part of a 
small group of travel journalists 
who got to tour the Irish Loop – 
the part of Newfoundland nearest 
St. John’s. We stayed in terrific 
accommodations at Cliff’s Edge 
Retreat, overlooking Witless Bay.

As I stood on my balcony tak-
ing in the amazing view, I re-
alized I was yet again spotting 
puffins swimming near the shore 
and darting through the air. This 
time, it felt like they had come to 

me. Clearly, the puffins under-
stood how hard I had worked to 
establish first contact and they 
were now feeling a bond with me.

Or maybe the attraction was 
the fish they were feeding on in 
Witless Bay.

Witless Bay, by the way, is a 
well-protected ecological pre-
serve, so it is guaranteed that if 
you go there at the right time (I 
was there in June), there will be 
all manner of seabirds, as well as 
whales and perhaps icebergs.

I have found that Newfound-

land and Labrador is high on 
many travellers’ bucket list, and 
Canada’s newest province de-
serves to be. So, do go, and if you 
go, be sure to say hi to the puffins 
for me.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and president of 
the Travel Media Association of 
Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net. 

The quest for the holy puffin

A quartet of quirky, charming puffins. Photo courtesy Destination St. 
John's. All photos by Paul Knowles, unless otherwise noted in the 
captions

A puffin in flight. Photo by ucephoto Thousands of puffins and other seabirds in flight.

The view of Witless Bay from Cliff's Edge Retreat.



28 Thursday, November 7, 2024 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook page member Al Junker recently shared this photo he took 
of sunset reflections at Alder Lake in New Dundee. Photo courtesy of Show Us Your Wilmot

SHOW US YOUR WILMOTLoading corn last week in 
North Easthope Township

The motoring public is always able to tell when the corn harvest is in full swing because the 
loading of trucks from combines and grain buggies to transport crops to local elevators and 
dryers can occur anywhere. This picture was taken on Perth Road 106, east of Amulree in 
Perth County.
Crop farmers say it’s been one of the driest harvest seasons they can remember with corn 
in Perth County coming off in record speed with above-average yields and corn moisture 
levels where they like them to be, at 20-25 per cent moisture. Photo by Gary West
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Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - NOVEMBER 2024

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11

Garden Wilmot: Growing Native 
Plants from Seed - Winter Sowing
7 p.m. 
No charge to attend.
Wilmot Recreation Complex
Program room
1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12

After School Hangout: Succulent 
Planting | Drop by after school to deco-
rate a pot and plant a succulent to take 
home
4 - 5 p.m. 
Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13

Aging Well In Wellesley: Information 
& Active Living Fair
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Contact 1-855-664-1900 or 519-664-1900 
to RSVP
Bill Gies Recreation Centre
1401 Queens Bush Road, Wellesley

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 CON'T

Tales for Tots at peopleCare | Join Miss 
Kathy at the new peopleCare facility 
for an intergenerational storytime!
10 - 11 a.m. 
peopleCare
28 William St S, Tavistock

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14

The Wilmot Ecumenical Working 
Group on Indigenous/Settler 
Relationships is hosting a free 
screening of Walking Through The 
Fire at Zion United Church
7 p.m.
Contact ecumenicalworkinggroup@gmail.com
Zion United Church, 
215 Peel Street, New Hamburg

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15

LWF 4th Annual Christmas Market 
5:30 - 8 p.m.
See ad on page  26
Living Water church, 
45 Hincks St. New Hamburg

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16

Tavistock & District Historical Society
Open on the 3rd Saturday of every 
month from 1 p.m. to 4 pm
37 Maria St, Tavistock

LWF 4th Annual Christmas Market 
4 - 8 p.m.
See ad on page  26
Living Water church, 
45 Hincks St. New Hamburg

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16 CON'T

Holy Family Church Christmas Bazaar
11am-2 pm
329 Huron St, New Hamburg

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19

After School Hangout: Sphero Derby | 
Get your hands on little robots!
4 - 5 p.m. 
Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock

Let’s Tree Wilmot Fall Celebration
7 p.m.
Details at letstreewilmot.ca/events
Wilmot Recreation Complex
1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20

Tales for Tots | Join Miss Kathy for 
storytime!
10 - 11 a.m. 
Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock

East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
7 p.m.
Council chambers
89 Loveys Street, Hickson

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22

Learn about life-saving skills and be-
come certified
6-10 p.m.
Contact Ben to register at red5st@live.ca 
or phone 519-590-2147
Shakespeare Optimist Hall
3976 Galt St., Shakespeare

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23

Tavistock Book Sale | We are currently 
accepting book donations up until this 
sale!
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25

Wilmot Council meeting
7-11 p.m.
Council chambers
60 Snyder's Road West Baden

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26

Wellesley Council meeting
6:45 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill

After School Hangout: Bad Art | Put 
your lack-of-skills to the test and make 
a disaster-piece!
4 - 5 p.m. 
Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29

The 41st Annual Wilmot Lions / 
Lioness Club Tree of Light Ceremony 
6:30 p.m. 
The New Hamburg Concert Band 
Centennial Fountain by the Post Office.

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: thewtgazette@gmail.com

The Community Calendar allows non-profit organizations to promote their free admission
community events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location
as well as contact information (ie phone number, email address or website).
If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, The
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette offers the following options for promoting your community events:

Coming Events Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
Coming Events Boxed Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
Display Ad - Sizes begin at a business card size for $35 + hst 

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR LOCAL PAPER! 
SEND US YOUR STORY IDEAS AND YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

TO GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —
AUTOMOTIVE

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

www.schultzautomotive.com

ASSISTANCE

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1 2024-10-22   4:32 PM2024-10-22   4:32 PM

AUTOMOTIVE
E&L

CSN - E&L
374 Hamilton Road, 
Unit 4, New Hamburg, 
ON, N3A 2K2

Ryan Pacey
Manager

T: 519-662-1892
E: newhamburg@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)
Website: csncollision.ca/el

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

AESTHETICS

ACCOUNTANT

519-577-2237

DAN YANTZI
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT, CMA
Personal and business
accounting and tax services.

djyaccounting@yahoo.com

CHIROPRACTIC

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

CONTRACTORS

Residential � Commercial
Agricultural � jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com
P.O. Box 979, Tavistock

Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

CONTRACTORS CONTRACTORS

CLASSIFIED ADS —

Weekly Quiz Answers
1. Topaz and 

Citrine

2. 2019

3. Nov. 11

4. Velma

5. Michael C. 
Hall

6. India

7. Aphrodite 
(Venus)

8. Mind & 
Behaviour

9. John Lennon

10. Western 
Pacific Ocean

WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying 
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For 
more information: DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. 
Stratford/ 226-972-5750

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, 
Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether 
Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches 
and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive 
etc. Any old oil  cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc 
Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff 
please contact me - 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE
TREES: Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches, 
Plums, Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, 
Blueberry, Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc. 
Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy 
hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+. Flowering shrubs and much more. 
Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm Martin's 
Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Road, Wroxeter (1 concession 
north of Wroxeter on Belmore Line)

FOR SALE
Heavy Duty 10" grain & roller mill; J.DEERE 10A hammer-
mill; Phone 519-475-4238

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE 
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved 
and preserved throughout the world now and forever.  Oh 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  worker of mir-
acles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray for 
us.  Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth day this 
prayer will be answered.  It has never been known to fail. 
Publication must be promised. S.F.

CLASSES
KARATE!

CLASSES BEGIN NOV. 19TH
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS

Self-defense, Self-discipline, Self-confidence
GROUP CLASSES FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT

Taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer,
4th Degree Black Belt and 12X World Karate Champion

Location Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church -
23 Church Street, New Hamburg

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL ONLY $105+HST FOR 9 WEEKS
Uniform extra

Special ends Nov. 12.  Regular price $125+HST
Call 519-580-1418 or e-mail becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com

www.schweitzersmartialarts.com

STRATFORD THREE BEDROOM RENTAL
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath available as of Nov.1st near Dufferin 
Park in Stratford. Single Driveway, Modern Appliances, 
including Washer/Dryer and Furnace with A/C. Master 
Bedroom features an Ensuite with Heated Floors. Backyard 
walkout to Patio and Back Yard. Rent is $2700.
Email walnutst300@gmail.com

SPEAKERS FOR SALE
2 mid-size PSB speakers.  $250. Call 519-662-1859

FOR SALE
ITEMS FOR SALE

a. Electric fireplace, 1500 watts, remote control, 
csa approved, walnut colour, new $300.

b. Nordatrack treadmill, like new, weight setting 
per person 325 lbs., large console with fans, usb 
connections, 2.75 hsp., cushioned deck 58” x 
20”, incline of 0 – 15 degrees. $500.

c. Wine making equipment. $150 for all pieces.
d. Indoor/outdoor Bose speakers. 2 – 501 

speakers; 3 – 151 speakers. One centre 
speaker. Four stands. $350

For inquiries call 519-242-7904 New Hamburg.

COMING EVENTS

PROMOTE YOUR 
EVENTS HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418

or sharonbleis@gmail.com
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EXCAVATING

PLUMBING

PAINTING

OSTEOPATHY

MECHANICAL

LEGAL

MASSAGE

MORTGAGES

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

STORAGE TECHNICAL

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

 Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
• Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

ALISON WILLSEYALISON WILLSEY
Real Estate
Broker 

www.peakrealtyltd.com      www.willseyrealestate.com      willseyalison@gmail.com

PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL                        HONESTHONEST                          EXPERIENCEDEXPERIENCED

WORKING TO SERVE BUYERS AND SELLERS SINCE 2005       RURAL*RESIDENTIAL*COMMERCIAL*AGRICULTURAL      WATERLOO REGION, PERTH & OXFORD

Direct: 519-275-4900 
Office: 519-662-4900

NEW and RESALE HOMES
CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS

Stop in and see us 206 Hope St. East, Tavistock 
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com Brian Wilhelm, Broker

Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

HEATING/COOLING

DENTAL

COMPUTERS

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator

dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service, 

Residential, Commercial

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners 
• Fireplaces

• Gas Piping • Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & 
COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051
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PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS HERE
Call Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 

or email sharonbleis@gmail.com

BOOK THIS AD 
SPACE TODAY!

Call Sharon Leis 
at 519-580-5418 

or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

SALES  REPRESENTAT IVE

640 Riverbend Dr. 
Kitchener ON, N2K 3S2

kate@paulandkatekw.com
226-789-3846

KATE GINGERICH

THINKING OF
MAKING A

MOVE?

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 
Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

PAINTING AND DECORATING

Over 30 years of experience.
QUALITY WORK, RELIABLE, CLEAN,

FRIENDLY, AND DONE ON TIME.

INTERIOR PAINTING

519-503-3618
Debbie Norenberg

COLOUR CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

CONSTRUCTION

ELECTRICAL

PROMOTE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE

 Contact 
SHARON LEIS

at 519-580-5418 
or email sharonbleis@gmail.com

CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

M A C K E R
M E C H A N I C A L

BRAD MACDONALD

Installation & Service • Oil Gas Furnaces • Boilers
Water Heaters • Air Handlers • Air Conditioners • Hydronics

P: 519-591-3871    
email: mackermechanical@gmail.com  •  New Hamburg

JOB PROOF
From the desk of:  Tiffany

DOCKET #: 94321

JOB NAME: Macker Mechanical  •  Business Card  •  3.5 x 2  •  Qty 500 cards 

* Pink line represents the finished size and will not print.  For visual reference only.

BRAD MACDONALDBRAD MACDONALD

• Installation & Service 
• Oil Gas Furnaces • Boilers 

• Water Heaters • Air Handlers 
• Air Conditioners • Hydronics

519-591-3871 |  New Hamburg
mackermechanical@gmail.com
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Thank you to those who haveThank you to those who have
fought for our freedom!fought for our freedom!


