
A few months into campaigning to be next mayor of 
Stratford, Jo-Dee Burbach says she is impressed with the 
positive energy and good response she has seen door to 
door and across Festival City streets. The conversations 
she has been having and the issues voters have mirror her 
own priorities this election.  

“The conversation during the campaign so far has been 
around affordability,” Burbach told the Times. “So hous-

ing, child care, transit, especially transit in and out of the 
city, definitely infrastructure like roads – that's a top of 
mind for a lot of people – and then how we best serve our 
unhoused population … 

“… Collaboration and teamwork is extremely important, 
and there are many ways to collaborate,” Burbach contin-
ued. “The first and really important one is within coun-
cil, so getting to know council members and developing 
a team spirit and working as a team is really important 
to me. And I think then once we work together to set our 
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 A Passion 
for People

A dragonboat team speeds along Lake Victoria on Sept. 19 for the Stratford Rotary Dragonboat Festival. Residents and racers 
gathered all along the banks for the races that Saturday. 
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Collaboration, teamwork at the heart 
of Burbach’s bid for mayor

Mike Sullivan 
files lawsuits 
against Ritsma, 
Hunter 

After a tumultuous summer two years ago where 
Stratford resident Mike Sullivan was among three res-
idents suspended from City of Stratford property, he 
is now seeking legal action. Sullivan filed two small 
claim defamation suits against Mayor Martin Ritsma 
and Coun. Mark Hunter last week. 

In the summer of 2024, the City of Stratford banned 
Sullivan along with Barb Shaughnessy and Ken Wood 
over actions made during a February meeting which 
officials said breached the city’s respectful workplace 
policy. Sullivan told the Times his two suits stem from 
the months that followed when Ritsma and Hunter 
both made comments Sullivan believes defamed him. 

“In the case of Ritsma, he suggested that I was vio-
lent or had threatened violence,” Sullivan said. “And 
Hunter, at a council subcommittee or committee meet-
ing, said that people in the room were afraid of me 
being there … the City of Stratford's policy that led 
to me being banned, which was what gave rise to the 
comments, required that you go through the city's ap-
peal process, and then it requires that you appeal that 
decision to the Ontario Ombudsman. And essentially, 
I was waiting for the Ontario Ombudsman until this 
spring.”

In the report, which only addressed Sullivan’s com-
plaint, investigator Johanna Dennie noted the city 
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did not address its concerns with his behaviour prior to 
issuing the letter of suspension. Under the respectful 
workplace policy of the day, and the amended version 
used today, staff must be satisfied that the issue has been 
thoroughly investigated and that there has been adequate 
communication with the person in question. Neither poli-
cy provides staff with guidance about what is considered 
adequate.

“We also noted that the restrictions issued by the city 
were very broad, given that the examples of inappropriate 

behaviour provided were limited to one council meeting,” 
Dennie wrote, who also wrote a near identical analysis of 
Shaughnessy’s suspension. “The city did not explain why 
it was necessary to restrict you from all city buildings. 
We explained to the city that as a best practice, a trespass 
notice or a service restriction should be considered as a 
last resort and should restrict access as little as possible, 
based on the circumstances.”

After that report was received, Sullivan decided to file 
the suits, seeking $50,000 from Ritsma and Hunter both. 
His suits do not name the city, nor are Ritsma and Hunter 
representing the city or Stratford city council. 

Speaking to the Times, Ritsma said he was surprised to 
be served with papers by Sullivan ahead of a city council 
meeting on Sept. 14. When asked if he is confident the 
court will be in his favour, Ritsma replied, “I believe so.” 

“In the role you have to make decisions, and you have 
to make decisions based on what you believe is right and 
just,” he said. “And in this case, I felt that that our staff 
perhaps wasn't being addressed in the proper fashion … 
I believe that the courts would see that in my actions and 
council's actions – and I'll say it's council's actions as well 
– it wasn't meant to defame anybody.”

Ritsma and Hunter are both running to be mayor during 
this year’s municipal election, a fact which makes Hunter 
more skeptical of Sullivan’s prerogative. 

“I believe the claim is entirely without merit,” Hunter 
wrote in a letter to the editor to the Times. “As a lawyer, I 
would never advise a client that their success in litigation 
is guaranteed. Courts are unpredictable, and outcomes 
can never be known with certainty. That said, I am ex-
tremely confident in my defence. It is the timing of the 
service of this claim that is suspect …

“… While the courts will determine the merits of Mike 
Sullivan’s claim, there is a separate and equally important 
principle at stake: the integrity of the electoral process. 
The commencement of litigation is a lawful right. The 
strategic deployment of litigation as a campaign tool is an 
entirely different matter. If evidence establishes that law-
suits, media outreach, public communications or other 
activities were coordinated for the purpose of influencing 
the outcome of a municipal election or disadvantaging 
particular candidates, those actions may warrant scruti-
ny under applicable election legislation and the common 
law.”

Sullivan, however, argues that now was the most fitting 
time to file.

“If an election campaign is not the time to raise issues 
of a person's integrity, when is?” Sullivan said. “I don't 
apologize for the fact that it happened during an election. 
It wasn't the foremost in my mind that I should wait until 
the election campaign starts before I do this. I'd waited 
long enough, and it was just circumstance that prevented 
me from giving him his lawsuit sooner … I'm hoping that 
the lawsuits speak for themselves.”

Mike Sullivan files lawsuits against Ritsma, Hunter 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

priorities right at the beginning of the term, 
to move forward quickly. One of the other 
things that I think is really important for a 
mayor to do is to be able to communicate 
well with the public, and I think that's one 
skill that I can really bring to the office – is 
to make sure that people understand what's 
going on, understand how to engage with 
the city, how to join conversations and give 
their opinions and understand the reason 
why we're doing some of the things that we 
do.”

Burbach has been serving as a City of 
Stratford councillor since 2018, originally 
getting into municipal politics after trying 
to navigate that world as a private citizen 
when she was attempting to create safer 
routes around her children’s school (some-
thing she achieved after successfully dele-
gating to the council of the day). Since then 
she has served on all five council commit-
tees and has led a number of initiatives 
within the city – most recently pushing for 
Stratford to develop an AI data centre pol-
icy. 

On creating a better communication eco-
system within the city, Burbach wants to 
bolster the city’s communications team 
with a “complete” plan from the mayor’s 
office. 

Burbach would also aim to keep a mod-
est and more consistent budget year to 
year, if elected. 

“In the past, we've had an infrastructure 
deficit and some of the tax raises that we've 
seen this term have been a bit uneven be-
cause we are making up for that deficit,” 
Burbach explained. “So we've done some 
correcting along the way, and moving for-
ward, I would say we should be able to 
keep to increases that are the cost of liv-
ing … between two to three per cent – we 
should be able to do better forward plan-
ning to make sure that we don't have those 
large tax increases.”

Ultimately, Burbach believes Stratford 
residents should cast their mayoral votes 
for her in this election as a vote for her is 
one for consistency and efficacy. 

“I'm an experienced member of city 
council for the last eight years,” Burbach 
petitioned. “I've provided effective lead-
ership. I've brought forward my ideas and 
I've championed them, championed them 
to try to convince my colleagues that we 
should move forward on some projects, 
and I've had some good wins. I'm also very 
engaged with the community. Got good re-
lationships with many community groups. 
I'm engaged with other levels of govern-
ment. I've built relationships with them as 

well. So, I think for many of the challenges 
that we face, again, we need to work to-
gether as a team, not only on council but as 
an entire city. We need to get rid of some of 
the siloing that we are seeing currently, and 

work together more cohesively to achieve 
our goals.”

For more information on Burbach 
and her campaign, visit her website at  
www.jodeeburbach.com. 

Collaboration, teamwork at the heart of Burbach’s bid for mayor
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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Mayoral candidate Jo-Dee Burbach is running for mayor of Stratford in the 2026 municipal 
election.
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United Way kicks off 
$2.6M campaign

Every year, thousands of people across 
the region benefit from services supported 
by United Way Perth-Huron thanks to the 
generosity of local donors. On Sept. 18, 
United Way launched its 2026 fundraising 
campaign in Stratford with a lunchtime 
event in Market Square behind city hall.

There the organization announced its 
$2,682,720 goal for this year. 

“According to a United Way survey, 60 
per cent of us are feeling anxiety about 
our finances,” United Way Perth-Huron 
CEO Ryan Erb said prior to the goal an-
nouncement. “You know of somebody 
that's feeling a bit of anxiety these days 
about paying their bills or challenges 
that they're facing? I'm sure you do. Ac-
cording to that same survey, 40 per cent 
of us would say if we lost our jobs today, 
we couldn't pay our bills next month. So 
when we think about that and we un-
derstand that so many people are living 
on the very edge, struggling to survive, 
whether they're on government support or 
whether they have a job or three, it is real-
ly hard for so many people in our commu-
nity right now. Almost every social issue 
that we face is somehow connected with 
the amount of income that people have … 
We're going to work together as a commu-
nity to address that.”

“I'd like us to make take a moment to 
reflect on what the number really does 
represent,” June Leitch, Stratford-Perth 
campaign co-chair, said. “It represents the 
dollars needed to support vital programs 
that help thousands of people right here 
in Perth-Huron. …These dollars help sup-
port people experiencing homelessness 

through organizations like the Connection 
Centre and Shelterlink. They provide ac-
cess to professional counselling through 
Family Services Perth Huron, helping 
people improve their mental health and 
well-being. It also promotes inclusion, 
belonging and awareness through organi-
zations such as Stratford Perth Pride and 
Kaswentha-Two Row Now, and those are 
only a few examples. 

“Through over 30 funded partners and 
programs, your generosity creates real 
change throughout our communities. Ev-
ery gift helps ensure help that help is avail-
able when local people need it the most.”

The $2.6 million goal is larger than last 
year’s goal (which was $2.5 million) and 
more than what was raised last year as 
well. Another record-setting year, $2.56 
million was raised for the 2025/26 cam-
paign, continuing a trend of breaking re-
cords year after year. 

All of the money raised for the United for 
Good campaign stays in the Perth-Huron 
region, going towards the many services 
supported by the organization. Aside from 
government, the United Way is the largest 
funder of social services in the region. 

“Think of someone that you know who 
is struggling,” Marian deWever, this cam-
paign’s other co-chair, said. “Someone 
who has been renovicted, someone who 
needs counselling but can't afford it, a 
young person whose home life is unsafe, 
a senior who needs support filing their 
taxes, a single mom struggling to make 
ends meet. Now imagine the impact of 
knowing that help is available. Let's come 
together to ensure programs are there for 
the people we care about and the people 
that we've never met. So, what are we 
united for? We are united for good.”

CONNOR LUCZKA

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

(CONNOR LUCZKA PHOTO)
This year, the annual United for Good capital campaign aims to raise over $2.6 million for 
the United Way Perth-Huron.
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 Introduce yourself to readers. 
Who are you?

I’m Bonnie Henderson and 
have served on council since 
2006 and have worked making 

our community a better place 
to live, work and play. I current-
ly sit on the social services and 
community services committee, 
AAC (accessibility committee), 
parks board and CIB (Commu-
nity in Bloom). I also am on the 
AAC site plan review so review 
site plans to make sure they 
are accessible we make lots of 
changes.

What are the core issues you 
are focused on this election?

My core issues are making 
our city more accessible and af-
fordable to live here. I believe its 
important people can get around 
our city, can afford to live here, 
ensuring we reduce our green-
house gases, have more child 

care spaces and get the grand 
trunk project moving along as it 
is now with the Y and the library 
starting their part.

Next year’s budget, like last 
year’s, will be presented and 
guided by the mayor. As a 
councillor, what will you do to 
keep the tax levy low?

I will work towards making 
our city go forward without in-
creasing our taxes more then the 
C.P.I. (Consumer Price Index). 
We need to ensure we keep the 
services we offer and at the same 
time try to run them at low in-
crease to the tax levy.

Housing and homelessness 
in Stratford continues to be a 
challenge. What, in your opin-

ion, is the strategy the city 
should be taking in building 
more homes and/or improving 
affordability?

I believe we need to get the pro-
vincial government to put rent 
controls back on. This changed in 
2018 and we are certainly seeing 
the results of rent increasing in 
our city as people move out. We 
need to continue working with 
landlords so more affordable 
units are added to the stock in 
Stratford. Continue to work with 
the government to get grants to 
help us build more affordable 
units for residents to live in.

The Grand Trunk renewal 
project is underway, yet still 
far from any concrete changes 

to the grounds or superstruc-
ture. Are you in favour of the 
current council’s direction? If 
not, what strategy would you 
be in favour of?

I think the idea of starting this 
next stage of working with the Y 
and the library who provide mon-
etary towards their builds and at 
the same time getting more part-
ners. The senior centre is an im-
portant part of this development 
once we get the partners who can 
contribute to this build. We need 
to get more partners that can 
bring monetary plans to the build 
so in the future non-profits, etc. 
can also benefit from this new 
community hub idea.

COUNCILLOR CANDIDATES Q&A

Introduce yourself to read-
ers. Who are you?

I’m Brad Beatty, and for 16 
years I have had the privilege of 
serving Stratford on city council. 
I’m a husband, father and long-
time resident who believes pub-
lic service means contributing 
both inside and outside the coun-
cil chamber. My experience has 
taught me that good decisions be-
gin with listening, understanding 
the facts and treating people with 
respect. I am seeking re-election 
because I believe Stratford has 

tremendous opportunities ahead, 
and experienced, thoughtful lead-
ership matters. I remain com-
mitted to serving with integrity, 
being accessible to residents and 
helping Stratford move forward 
together.

What are the core issues you 
are focused on this election?

My focus is on building upon 
Stratford’s strong foundation 
while continually looking for 
ways to improve. Economic 
growth is a priority: support-
ing our existing businesses and 
manufacturing sector, attracting 
new investment and building out 
Stratford’s next industrial park. 
I also want responsible progress 
on the Grand Trunk develop-
ment, creating opportunities for 
housing, community services and 
private investment. These priori-
ties must be supported by respon-
sible budgeting, practical solu-
tions to deliver more attainable 
housing, dependable services and 
well-maintained infrastructure. 
As Stratford grows, we must also 
continue investing in our parks, 

trails and public spaces while pre-
serving what makes our commu-
nity special.

Next year’s budget, like last 
year’s, will be presented and 
guided by the mayor. As a 
councillor, what will you do to 
keep the tax levy low?

Having worked through Strat-
ford’s first mayor-led budget 
process this year, I understand 
council’s responsibility within 
the process. Long-term planning 
is essential: deferring necessary 
work may lower one year’s levy 
but often creates higher costs lat-
er. As a councillor, I will carefully 
review spending, ask thoughtful 
questions, seek efficiencies and 
ensure new initiatives demon-
strate clear value and sustainable 
funding. I will support partner-
ships and other revenue oppor-
tunities that reduce pressure on 
property taxes while protecting 
reserves from short-term fixes. 
My goal is a disciplined, transpar-
ent budget that respects taxpayers 
today without creating greater fi-
nancial pressures tomorrow.

Housing and homelessness 
in Stratford continues to be a 
challenge. What, in your opin-
ion, is the strategy the city 
should be taking in building 
more homes and/or improving 
affordability?

Building more housing and im-
proving affordability are complex 
challenges without a quick or sin-
gle solution. Stratford has been 
taking action, and we must contin-
ue building on that work through 
efficient approvals, appropriate 
density, strategic use of municipal 
land and strong partnerships with 
non-profit housing providers, pri-
vate developers and other levels 
of government. Affordability also 
requires attainable and support-
ive housing, with mental-health, 
addiction and outreach supports 
for those experiencing homeless-
ness. Municipal action alone will 
not be enough; we must continue 
advocating for sustained provin-
cial and federal investment. Our 
objective should be stable hous-
ing and greater supply across the 
entire housing continuum.

The Grand Trunk renewal 
project is underway, yet still 
far from any concrete changes 
to the grounds or superstruc-
ture. Are you in favour of the 
current council’s direction? If 
not, what strategy would you 
be in favour of?

The current direction reflects 
years of planning, public input 
and careful consideration of com-
munity needs and financial reali-
ties …The proposed shared com-
munity facility, anchored by the 
YMCA and Stratford Public Li-
brary, addresses real needs while 
limiting the city’s capital contri-
bution to $15 million and seeking 
partner, grant, fundraising and de-
velopment-charge support. Mar-
ket sounding will test interest in 
housing and mixed-use develop-
ment before major commitments, 
while the downtown parking 
study addresses parking compre-
hensively. Future decisions must 
be guided by sound financial 
planning, sustainable operations, 
clear public communication and 
respect for the site’s heritage.

There are 26 candidates vying for a seat on Stratford city council this election – though Stratford voters will ultimately only choose 
10 on Oct. 26, municipal election day in Ontario. Below is a Q-and-A with five of this year’s candidates, with more to follow in the 
coming weeks.

Council candidates: Bonnie Henderson

Council candidates: Brad Beatty 

Council candidates: Ryan Dole
Introduce yourself to readers. 

Who are you?
Born in ‘83 and raised in Strat-

ford, I’ve lived in neighbourhoods 
across the city – Devon Street, El-
gin Crescent, McQueen Court in 
Queensland and now Avonwood 
– giving me a lifelong connec-
tion to the people and places that 
make Stratford home. For more 
than 10 years, I’ve served as pres-
ident of my condominium corpo-
ration, overseeing 30year reserve 
fund plans, capital projects and 

financial forecasting. People who 
know me describe me as honest, 
forwardthinking, empathetic and 
realistic. I’m a team player who 
listens first, solves problems with 
a level head. A fun fact: I am a 
Toronto Maple Leafs Fan. GO 
LEAFS GO!

What are the core issues you 
are focused on this election?

What the citizens of Stratford 
are telling me, which are afford-
ability (lower taxes), roads (as-
phalt repaving, snow removal), 

finish the Grand Trunk site and 
reduce homelessness with a car-
ing and compassionate approach.

Next year’s budget, like last 
year’s, will be presented and 
guided by the mayor. As a 
councillor, what will you do to 
keep the tax levy low?

I would defer the City of Strat-
ford Capital Project A.2.3 En-
terprise ERP Enhancements. $1 
million is allocated for 2027 and 
there is no project plan available 
to evaluate if the money is re-

quired and justified to move to a 
new financial system from exist-
ing.

Housing and homelessness 
in Stratford continues to be a 
challenge. What, in your opin-
ion, is the strategy the city 
should be taking in building 
more homes and/or improving 
affordability?

The citizens of Stratford want 
a companionate approach to re-
ducing homelessness. We need 

CONTINUED TO PAGE 5



September 25, 2026 5Stratford Times

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS COUNCILLOR CANDIDATES Q&A

Council candidates: Ryan Dole

Introduce yourself to read-
ers. Who are you?

My name is Dr. Christopher Gi-
annakopoulos – I’m a father, hus-
band and Stratford resident, born 
and raised. I’ve worked in Strat-
ford’s restaurant and hospitality 
industry for roughly 20 years; in 
parallel, I completed my PhD at 
the University of Waterloo.  Peo-
ple will recognize me from Pizza 
Bistro, Cafe Ten, Foster’s Inn and 
the Bruce Hotel. Although entre-

preneurship runs in my family, 
I’ve found success as an instruc-
tor at the University of Waterloo, 
where I teach engineering com-
munication to some of the best 
undergraduates in Canada. I’m 
running for council because I be-
lieve in Stratford, its residents and 
our future here together.

What are the core issues you 
are focused on this election?

I am running on three “pil-
lars” for Stratford: protecting 
our downtown vitality, ensuring 
smart spending for maintenance 
and new projects and supporting 
young families through increased 
child care and services. Stratford’s 
makeup is more complex, howev-
er, and a good councillor knows 
that decision-making in one area 
– eg. preserving agricultural land 
– will have connected effects – 
eg. increased intensification. My 
goal this election is to focus on 
core issues while bringing a deep 
knowledge of how Stratford’s or-
ganizations, demographics and 
infrastructures affect one another. 

This awareness will ensure that 
decision-making is sound in the 
short-term and structurally effec-
tive in the long-term.

Next year’s budget, like last 
year’s, will be presented and 
guided by the mayor. As a 
councillor, what will you do to 
keep the tax levy low?

The popular phrases are “re-
duce” or “freeze” taxes; “watch 
the money” is a more realistic 
action, since controlling spend-
ing through budget decisions is 
the lever that councillors handle. 
Drumming up new business is an-
other. My goal would be to keep 
the annual levy below the rate of 
inflation by redeveloping, inten-
sifying and using land and infra-
structure we already own. Strat-
ford punches above its weight, 
year in, year out; I’d like to see 
more responsible spending and 
levies, especially if we’re serious 
about affordability and keeping 
families here. Tomorrow’s taxes 
are determined by today’s spend-
ing. 

Housing and homelessness 
in Stratford continues to be a 
challenge. What, in your opin-
ion, is the strategy the city 
should be taking in building 
more homes and/or improving 
affordability?

People who are unhoused can-
not simply be placed into apart-
ments and asked to figure it out; 
in the short-term, they need pro-
tection from the elements and 
access to family, medical and 
social services; in the long-term, 
Stratford needs a safe communi-
ty where people can regain con-
trol of their lives at their pace. 
Stratford needs to work with its 
not-for-profit partners, use city-
owned land, and provide access 
to health professionals so that 
supportive housing can be de-
veloped. Not every development 
should be low-density housing; 
new developments should include 
a higher ratio of affordable and 
well-sized apartments …

The Grand Trunk renewal 
project is underway, yet still 

far from any concrete changes 
to the grounds or superstruc-
ture. Are you in favour of the 
current council’s direction? If 
not, what strategy would you 
be in favour of?

The Grand Trunk signals Strat-
ford’s possible transition to a 
year-round destination. Whether 
council approves the city’s pro-
posal, a private proposal or a hy-
brid between them, money needs 
to be spent according to a mile-
stone-based approach. Develop-
ment for existing partners needs 
to happen first, with seed capital 
from them; the rest progresses 
in stages, funded by commercial 
partners who understand Strat-
ford’s local, national and inter-
national identity. Despite neces-
sary remediation, housing on site 
should not be a priority – instead, 
the Grand Trunk should focus on 
commercial viability, attracting 
Canada-wide businesses for job 
creation, and working with GO 
Train service for new tourism ini-
tiatives.

Introduce yourself to read-
ers. Who are you?

I grew up on Willow Street in 
Stratford, playing Rotary and 
road hockey, and attended Strat-
ford Central before studying an-
thropology at Carleton. I returned 
home to open Pazzo in 1998. I 
am married to Fiona Mongillo, 
artistic director of Here For Now 
Theatre, and have three adult chil-
dren. Hospitality, food, culture 
and sustainability have shaped 
my life, as has service on council 

and community boards. I support 
artists, youth sports, our built her-
itage and Stratford’s parks. I also 
love reading, the Bruce Peninsula 
and walking with my dog, Cleo. 
If you see us, neither of us bites – 
come say hello.

What are the core issues you 
are focused on this election?

My focus is managing growth 
while protecting what makes 
Stratford a good place to live. That 
means a clear, economically and 
environmentally sustainable plan 
– not growth at any cost. I want 
the community-hub portion of the 
Grand Trunk project underway 
by the end of the next term and 
supportive housing on Erie Street 
completed. We also need afford-
able child care so young families 
and working parents can build 
their lives here. The proposed 
Avondale childcare project is a 
promising start. With strong new 
administrative leadership, council 
must set priorities, make timely 
decisions and turn long-discussed 
plans into visible progress.

Next year’s budget, like last 
year’s, will be presented and 
guided by the mayor. As a 
councillor, what will you do to 
keep the tax levy low?

Taxpayers are stretched, so ev-
ery dollar must be tied to a clear 
priority. I will scrutinize projects 
whose costs are rising, insist on 
realistic estimates and contin-
gencies before approval and pace 
infrastructure renewal according 
to urgency and affordability. The 
capital budget should also reduce 
future operating costs through 
energy efficiency, fleet modern-
ization and well-planned main-
tenance – not simply add new 
obligations. Council must follow 
the asset-management plan, re-
sist attractive projects we cannot 
responsibly sustain and examine 
services for practical efficiencies 
before asking residents for more. 
Keeping the levy down requires 
discipline, long-term thinking and 
the willingness to say “not yet.”

Housing and homelessness 

in Stratford continues to be a 
challenge. What, in your opin-
ion, is the strategy the city 
should be taking in building 
more homes and/or improving 
affordability?

Stratford is adding housing, 
but not enough that people with 
the lowest incomes can afford. 
Our first priority should be com-
pleting the Erie Street support-
ive-housing project and securing 
provincial operating funding so 
it succeeds. We should support 
United Housing and use the land 
and equity held by the Perth and 
Stratford Housing Corporation to 
create more deeply affordable and 
mixed-income homes. Over time, 
permanent supportive housing 
and rent assistance can reduce re-
liance on costly emergency shel-
ters. The new Official Plan must 
also make appropriate infill, den-
sity and a wider range of homes 
easier to build, while preserving 
thoughtful neighbourhood plan-
ning.

The Grand Trunk renewal 
project is underway, yet still 
far from any concrete changes 
to the grounds or superstruc-
ture. Are you in favour of the 
current council’s direction? If 
not, what strategy would you 
be in favour of?

I support the current direction: 
build the community hub outside 
the existing superstructure, seek 
private-sector partners for the 
balance of the site and add hous-
ing and tax-generating develop-
ment near GO service. We should 
commemorate the railway struc-
ture through retained open-air 
elements, public art or a virtual 
experience – but not at unlimited 
public cost. As I warned at coun-
cil, “We are a small municipality 
of 35,000 at a stretch as a popula-
tion, and we do have a real pos-
sibility of toppling the financial 
structure of this city if we get this 
wrong.” Our ambition must be 
matched by financial discipline.

Council candidates: Christopher Giannakopoulos

Council candidates: Larry McCabe

to create more beds with wrap 
around supports that give path-
ways for people who are homeless 
a chance to recover and overcome 
the challenges they are facing. 
The city needs to work with the 
Canadian Mental Health Asso-
ciation and increase investment 

into the Connection Centre. Our 
citizens are looking to the city for 
tax relief and it is time for the city 
to “pull up a chair at the kitchen 
table” and look at our budget and 
make decisions on what is best for 
Stratford citizens.

The Grand Trunk renewal 

project is underway, yet still 
far from any concrete changes 
to the grounds or superstruc-
ture. Are you in favour of the 
current council’s direction? If 
not, what strategy would you 
be in favour of?

The Grand Trunk site should 

become the new home for our 
YMCA and library. Our tax dol-
lars have paid for lawyers, com-
mittees and consultants and con-
tractors maintaining the site since 
we acquired the property in June 
2009. A Master Plan for the site 
was published in 2018. It has 

been 17 years of debate of what to 
do with the Grand Trunk property. 
Let’s stop wasting tax dollars and 
choose to make the Grand Trunk 
the new home for our YMCA and 
library. I would like to have the 
ribbon cutting scheduled to occur 
by Oct. 1, 2030.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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Stratford takes back the night

House of Blessing aims to raise 
$35,000 through Ride for Refuge

The Take Back the Night rally and 
march in Stratford had people of all 
ages and genders marching around the 
downtown core advocating against gen-
der-based violence, sexual assault and 
intimate partner violence.

The Stop Violence Against Wom-
en Coordinating Committee of Perth 
County hosted Take Back the Night on 
Sept. 18. Take Back the Night is a glob-
al movement addressing the right to feel 
safe walking outside at night without 

fear of violence.  
“For many of us, our streets feel wel-

coming and safe, but for survivors of 
sexual assault, stalking, violence and ha-
rassment these same streets can look and 
feel very different. They can be scary and 
threatening with too few supports and 
places of safety too far between,” said 
Julia Church, manager of programs and 
services at the Emily Murphy Centre. 
“Tonight, we say it's time for a change. 
It's time for our city to grow and evolve 
so that everyone in our community can 
experience it in the same safe way." 

Attendees gathered at Market Square 

to make signs and buttons ahead of the 
protest, as well as learn more about lo-
cal organizations providing support 
services including the Emily Murphy 
Centre, Optimism Place, the Children’s 
Aid Society, Huron Perth Public Health, 
Family Services Perth Huron, Victim 
Services Perth Huron and the Stratford 
Police Service. There was also a set of 
visual art and poetry created by survi-
vors as part of the No More Silence Art 
Display.

Those part of Take Back the Night in 
Stratford marched in solidarity with sur-
vivors from Market Square and down St. 

Patrick and Downie Streets before head-
ing back. 

“We march for everyone who has held 
their keys between their fingers walking 
home at night, who has asked their friend 
to text or call me when you're home safe, 
or has worried that they will lose a best 
friend or the support of their communi-
ty if they share their story,” Church said 
ahead of the march. “Violence grows in 
silence. When we gather visibly, loudly, 
together, we break that silence and we 
start a new narrative. We tell survivors 
we believe you, we stand with you, and 
you are not alone." 

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

(EMILY STEWART PHOTO)
The Take Back the Night community march on Sept. 18 displayed solidarity with survivors 
of sexual assault, gender-based violence and intimate partner violence and a call for 
change to ensure safety for all.

(EMILY STEWART PHOTO)
Local singer-songwriter Nora Joy performed some songs ahead of the Take Back the Night 
community march. 

As food insecurity continues to grow, Stratford House 
of Blessing’s Ride for Refuge fundraiser can help ensure 
their clients are able to get what they need.

The annual Ride for Refuge will be held on the morn-
ing of Oct. 3 and participants can either walk or cycle 
for the cause. Walkers and cyclists will meet at 382 Brit-
tania St. and spend the morning on their route before 
enjoying a lunch provided by Taylor’s Delicatessen. The 
Salt Cabin will also provide an oxygen bar on site. 

"You get (to) go out and have a nice ride or walk in the 
fall morning and then we'll come back together, we'll 
celebrate,” said Aaron Balzer, House of Blessing’s re-
source coordinator. 

Those walking can either walk on a 2.5 kilometre or 
five kilometre route and cyclists can ride for either 10 
kilometres or 20 kilometres.

Stratford House of Blessing aims to raise $35,000 to 
ensure its shelves are well-stocked for the Thanksgiving 

and Christmas period – the busiest time of year for the 
organization. The House of Blessing serves more than 
1,600 clients a week and there are more and more people 
facing food insecurity.

“We're seeing people who have never had to use a food 
bank before come in. We're seeing more and more peo-
ple who are employed needing to come in and use the 
food bank because they're not able to make ends meet,” 
said Balzer.

In addition to participating in the Ride for Refuge as 
a walker or cyclist, anyone looking to get involved can 
volunteer as a route marshal, donate to one of the partic-
ipants and/or teams, or do their own walk or ride. 

"Certainly, if people aren't able to actually show up on 
the day, they can do a walk or ride on their own time or 
they can donate to one of the teams or one of the walkers 
or riders. There's lots of ways to get involved,” Balzer 
said. 

To learn more information, donate, or 
sign up for the Ride for Refuge online, visit  
https://en.rideforrefuge.org/location/stratford.

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

WWW.STRATFORDTIMES.COM
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
The Retired Women's Teachers of Ontario (RWTO) celebrated their 70th anniversary last week at the Stratford Legion. 
The organization has grown to include not just teachers, but educational assistants, early childhood educators, child 
and youth care workers, speech and language pathologists, audiologists, social workers, psychologists and office 
support staff. 
The Stratford and Area branch has over 80 members from across Stratford, Mitchell, St. Marys, Milverton, New Ham-
burg, Sebringville, Tavistock and beyond. 
Pictured are some members who attended last week's event. 

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

OPTI-CASH CALENDAR DRAW
Sep. 6 Kasia Wojcik, London . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Sep. 7 Kelly Muddle, St. Marys  . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Sep. 8 Tony Smith, Mitchell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Sep. 9 Doug Thiel, Mitchell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Sep. 10 Scott Savage, Stratford . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Sep. 11 John & Leah Verbaan, Thorndale  . . . $50.00
Sep. 12 Luella Sterling, Port Lambton . . . . . $200.00
Sep. 13 Marlene Gibson, St. Marys . . . . $50.00
Sep. 14 Joyce Fischer, Stratford  . . . . . . $50.00
Sep. 15 Kevin Miller, Stratford . . . . . . . . $50.00
Sep. 16 Theresa Roth, Sebringville  . . . . $50.00
Sep. 17 Sarah Sallows, Barrie . . . . . . . . $50.00
Sep. 18 Paul Coates, Mitchell . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Sep. 19 Taylor Kells, Dorchester  . . . . . $200.00

Optimist Club of 
Downie Inc.

CFUW hosts Meet the Women Candidates night
The Canadian Federation of University Women 

(CFUW) Stratford invites the community to an infor-
mation session featuring women candidates running in 
the upcoming municipal election.

‘Meet the Women Candidates for the Municipal Elec-
tion’ will take place on Tuesday, Sept. 29, at 7 p.m. in 
the auditorium of Stratford Intermediate School, 60 St. 
Andrew St., Stratford.

This free event is open to everyone and offers an op-
portunity to hear directly from women seeking munici-
pal office, hear their perspectives and priorities, and ask 
questions about the issues that matter to them.

Cambria Ravenhill, CFUW member and advocate, 
says that although things have changed over the years, 
a gap in gender representation in government remains, 
and CFUW wants to highlight this and show support 
for female leaders in the upcoming municipal election.

“We want to support leadership for our political can-
didates because women are 50 per cent of the popula-
tion, but on council across Canada, women represent 
31 per cent. There are variations; in some of the bigger 
cities, you will see more women on council, but across 
Canada, it’s only 31 per cent.

“The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 
has flagged this as a governance gap, and says there is 
still work to do to achieve gender parity and meaningful 
participation of women in municipal governance, and 
CFUW agrees.

“Gender-balanced councils are better councils,” said 
Ravenhill. “In the business world for decades, they've 
realized through a ton of research that when you have 
gender-based leadership teams or corporate boards, you 

get better results. This is proven over and over again. 
And at the municipal level, it's similar. Several studies 
have shown that when you have a 50-50 gender balance 
on a municipal council, you get better governance, bet-
ter decision-making, more transparency, and more voic-
es at the table.

“We want to support women in leadership who throw 
their hat in the ring for the municipal council because 
studies show that when you do get women on council, 
you are going to get a better council, and that should 
be of interest to everybody that supports everybody in 
Stratford.”

In a recent statement, Carole Saab, CEO FCM, noted 
that while significant progress has been made, women 
remain under-represented in many leadership positions 
and sometimes still face backlash.

“There is progress toward gender parity in elected po-
sitions, but it is severely threatened by growing attacks 
and harassment of elected officials,” said Saab. “De-
priving ourselves of the talents of elected women is not 
just a disservice; it's an outrage. Going forward, FCM 
will play a lead role in collaborative efforts to put a stop 
to these threats.”

Ravenhill says this event is not only for community 
members to hear what local candidates have to say, but 
also a time for the community to show up for women 
throughout the city.

“We've seen women leaving politics because of the 
levels of toxicity and harassment that are sent their way, 
and I'd really like people to come out simply to support 
these women who are putting themselves out there to be 
our elected representatives,” she said.

CFUW’s support and promotion of women’s lead-
ership is deeply rooted in the organization’s history. 
Founded in 1919, CFUW existed before women were 

considered persons under Canadian law and at a time 
when women were excluded and marginalized from 
business, politics, leadership and many other areas of 
public life.

This event gives members of the public an opportuni-
ty to engage with the women candidates and participate 
in the democratic process. Attendees are encouraged to 
bring their questions for the candidates.

Although the event is open to all and is free to at-
tend, CFUW would prefer that people register at https://
tinyurl.com/48dv3fvp, however, walk-ins are welcome. 

AMANDA NELSON

Times Reporter

Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 23

By Jake Grant

1.	 Who was the first emperor of Rome?

2.	 Which African country is known as the 
“Rainbow Nation”?

3.	 How many brains does a leech have?

4.	 What is the longest-running American 
sitcom?

5.	 Where did mahjong originate?

6.	 What was the first billion-dollar movie?

7.	 What creature holds the record for the 
world's largest eyes?

8.	 Who was the legendary king with the 
golden touch?

9.	 What type of acid gives grapefruit its 
tartness?

10.	What is the national animal of New 
Zealand?

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER
www.g r a n t h a v e n . c om

STRATFORDTIMES

STRATFORD
TIMES
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519 539 8011 | Zabians.ca
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WEDDING PACKAGESExclusiv
e

Includes:
•High Quality 2-piece Suit
• Dress Shirt
• Tie & Pocket Square
• Socks
•  Minimum Purchase of 3 Suits
•  Over 800 Suits to Chose From

Ends November 31st or until supplies last

Tailored elegance for your 
special day
Experience timeless style 
with our expert guidance

Looking for the perfect attire to comple-
ment your bride's stunning gown? Our vast 
experience allows us to assist in selecting 
the perfect style, colour and accessories to 
make you feel confident and sophisticated 
on your wedding day.

 Why choose us:
• Over 80 years of combined experience: 

our family have honed their craft over de-
cades, ensuring that each suit is a master-
piece of fit and style.

• Free consultation: Let's discuss your 
vision and find the perfect ensemble to-
gether. Our complimentary consultation 
will help you select the ideal fabric, cut 
and details.

• Stress-free shopping: We under-
stand that planning a wedding can be 
overwhelming. Our dedicated team will 
guide you through the process, ensuring a 

seamless and 
enjoyable ex-
perience. If it 
doesn't look 
great, we will 
not sell it to 
you.

• Custom 
tailoring: 
Every suit 
is meticu-
lously craft-
ed to your 
exact mea-
surements, 
guarantee-
ing a perfect 
fit that will 
make you feel 
like a million 
bucks.

• Live online measurements available: 
From North Dakota to North Bay and as 
far away as Northern Island, wherever you 
and your party are, we can size you up.

• Competitive pricing: We offer ex-
tremely competitive pricing without com-
promising on quality.

From classic tuxedos to modern suits, 
we have the expertise to create a look that 
reflects your personal style and comple-
ments your bride's gown. Schedule your 
free consultation today and let us help you 
make your wedding day unforgettable. 
Our competitors know us, you should too!

Tips for your wedding attire
The groom should be unique from the 

groomsmen by selecting different colours 
for their suit-tuxedo, neck attire differen-
tiation

There are 122 various shades of white. 
Groom and groomsmen should have ex-
act same shirt otherwise colour variations 
will show in pictures.

Sometimes a groom may want a second 
shirt for the special day, especially in hot-
ter days or those that tend to sweat more.

Colour of groomsmen neck accessories 
should be the same as bridesmaids’ dress-
es.

Colour of shirts should not comprise co-
lour of wedding dress. If the gown is off 
white or a darker shade of white, DO NOT 
wear white shirts — otherwise dress will 
look dirty and be exaggerated in pictures.

We are open seven days a week and late 
on Thursdays and Fridays and also avail-
able by appointment.

Parents and grandparents should be the 
second-best dressed people at the wed-
ding.

Bridalfall 2026 guide
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Bridalfall 2026 guide

PLAN PLAN YOURYOUR DAY,  DAY, YOURYOUR WAY WAY

WeddingsWeddings EventsEvents Photo BoothPhoto Booth

Contact us if you want your dance floor packedContact us if you want your dance floor packed

WELCOME TO MUSIC CENTRAL
London, Ontario and area’s most respected Corporate and Wedding 

DJ company. We’re known for our high-quality team and 
long resume of incredible events. 

1496 Dundas St, London, ON | 519-680-0698
musiccentral@musiccentral.ca | musiccentral.ca

'Your Day, Your Way' with Music 
Central Entertainment

Since 1983, Music Central Entertain-
ment has been a cornerstone of London’s 
event scene, delivering exceptional DJ 
and MC services tailored to weddings, 
corporate functions and special occasions. 
Our philosophy, “Your Day, Your Way,” 
ensures each event reflects our client's 
unique preferences and personalities.

What sets us apart is our comprehen-
sive range of services. Beyond our profes-
sional DJ and MC offerings, we provide 
event lighting, photo booth rentals, ka-
raoke and slideshow services, creating a 
seamless and memorable experience for 
your guests. With a dedicated team of 32 
professionals, we have contributed to over 
5,000 weddings and earned praise from 
more than 8,600 clients—a testament to 
our unwavering commitment to excel-
lence.

As active members of the London com-
munity, we are proud to support various 
charitable organizations, reflecting our 
dedication to giving back to the area we 
call home. Our involvement in local events 
and partnerships with community groups 
highlights our role as more than just a ser-
vice provider—we are participants in fos-
tering a vibrant community spirit.

For anyone planning an event, Music 
Central Entertainment offers a trusted and 
experienced partner to bring your vision 
to life. With our extensive experience, 
personalized approach, and deep-rooted 
community engagement, we are here to 
help you create unforgettable moments.

Let us make your special day truly 
yours—your way.

1496 Dundas Street, London, ON, Can-
ada, Ontario  #(519) 680-0698

https://musiccentral.ca/   

VISIT US AT WWW.HURONSHORESCATERINGSERVICES.NET

Exceptional Food & Professional ServiceExceptional Food & Professional Service

Rentals 
Rentals 

also also 
Available
Available

Let us Cater Your Wedding withLet us Cater Your Wedding with

Compliments ofCompliments of

“We’ll be Shore to Please You”“We’ll be Shore to Please You”

FULL SERVICE,
BUFFET MENUS AVAILABLE

OR LET US DESIGN A CUSTOMIZED MENU
TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS.

PAUL WALLACE &
JENNIFER WALLACE

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

CELL 519-495-0890

34435 Granton Line,
Granton, ON. N0M 1V0
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A U T H O R I Z A T E D  A N D  P A I D  F O R  B Y  T H E
C A N D I D A T E S  C A M P A I G N

P R O V E N  E X P E R I E N C E .
T R U S T E D  L E A D E R S H I P.

Rae announces funding for local children’s aid society

Matthew Rae, MPP for Perth-Welling-
ton announced this week that the Gov-
ernment of Ontario will be providing 
$831,000 to the Huron Perth Children’s 
Aid Society to replace and repair their 
roof. This funding is part of the govern-
ment’s $25 million investment in critical 
infrastructure repairs this year, helping 
ensure community agencies across the 
province can continue delivering essen-
tial services to those who rely on them 
most. 

“I appreciate the important work the 
Huron Perth Children’s Aid Society does 
every day to support children and fam-
ilies in our communities,” said Rae in a 
media release. “This provincial invest-
ment will support the physical space they 
need to continue delivering that support 
and serving local families. By investing 
in the right infrastructure, we are helping 
ensure this important work can continue 
for years to come.” 

"Huron-Perth Children's Aid Society 
plays an important role in supporting 
children, youth and families across our 
communities, and ensuring they have 
the support and resources they need is a 
priority," said Lisa Thompson, MPP for 
Huron-Bruce. "This investment will help 
provide the organization with a safe, re-
liable and welcoming space to continue 
its important work. I am pleased to see 
our government supporting local organi-
zations that make such a meaningful dif-
ference in the lives of families throughout 
Huron and Perth counties." 

Funding from the Partner Facility Re-

newal program supports a range of orga-
nizations, including shelters for women 
and children who have experienced or 
may be at risk of violence, residences that 
offer day-to-day support for individuals 
with developmental disabilities, facilities 
serving survivors of human trafficking, 
organizations dedicated to supporting 
Indigenous communities and centres that 
provide services for children and youth 
with special needs. 

The $25 million investment will sup-
port community agencies across the 
province in carrying out critical repairs 
and upgrades, including improvements 

to roofing and air conditioning systems, 
enhanced security features and accessi-
bility retrofits to kitchens and bathrooms. 

“Community-based organizations are 
essential in helping people across Ontar-
io access reliable programs and services,” 
said Michael Parsa, Minister of Chil-
dren, Community and Social Services. 
“Through these investments, our govern-
ment is supporting hundreds of agencies 
so they can continue providing children, 
youth and families with the tools and sup-
port they need to succeed in their com-
munities.” 

“We are deeply grateful for this invest-

ment in our building and in the children, 
youth, and families we serve. Spaces 
matter,” said Kristian Wilson, executive 
director for the Huron Perth Children’s 
Aid Society. “They influence how peo-
ple experience support, connection, and 
belonging. This funding will help ensure 
that our facility remains a safe, welcom-
ing, and reliable place where children, 
youth, and families can access the sup-
ports they need. More importantly, it 
helps us continue creating an environ-
ment that reflects the dignity, hope, and 
well-being we want every person who 
walks through our doors to experience.” 

STRATFORD TIMES STAFF

stratfordtimes@gmail.com

(SYDNEY BOYLE PHOTO)
Organizers gather the morning of Sept. 20 in Upper Queen's Park for the annual Terry Fox Run in Stratford, raising funds for cancer 
research and honouring Fox's Marathon of Hope decades after it came to an end.
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STRATFORD SPORTS

Warriors face Chatham in home opener

SDSS senior boys volleyball team takes tournament silver

The Stratford District Secondary School 
(SDSS) senior boys volleyball team kicked 
off their season with a silver medal at a 
tournament held at Fanshawe College in 
London Sept. 19-20.

Coach Bear Gough told the Times the 
tournament was a fantastic way to begin 
their volleyball season.

“I couldn't have been happier,” said 
Gough. “A lot of younger players got to 
really step up and play some big games, 
and it was just a great way to start the year. 
The camaraderie they showed was great. 
They were playing for each other. They 
were playing for the guy next to them. 
They were playing for their school and for 
their family that came to watch, and they 
just played with a lot of pride and a lot of 
energy.”

SDSS was playing many of its most im-
portant games of the tournament with only 
seven players available, including several 
rookies. Juniors Evan Abercrombie, Evan 
Ehnes and Nate Meadows debuted with 
excellent performances en route to silver. 
MJ White set the tone for the team with 
strong defence, communication and ener-
gy. Setters Davis Longston and Yug Patel 
led the team on and off the court. Oppo-
nents had few answers for outside hitters 
Brody Sinclair and Jordan Diep, who were 
each named tournament all-stars. 

In the quarter-final against London 
Saunders, SDSS picked up the win in 
three sets, falling in the first set narrow-

ly by a score of 27-25, before winning the 
second set 25-23. In the third and deciding 
set, Stratford’s senior boys won 15-11. 

Gough said the matchup was a good 
measuring stick test for the SDSS squad.

“London Saunders is going to be one of 
the top teams in WOSSAA, so we know 
we’ll be seeing lots of them. I would say 
that our team just refused to be rattled. At 
that point, we were down to seven play-
ers and a lot of starters, but our guys just 
weren't afraid to step up to the challenge. 
No matter what happened in the match, 
things went back and forth. It was two 
great teams, and both were playing really 
well, and there were a ton of lead changes, 
and our guys just kept with it, kept their 
trust and belief in each other the entire 
time, and I think that's why we were able 
to pull out the victory.”

The win set them up to play London 
Christian High in the semis, and once 
again, the boys from SDSS were fantastic, 
winning in straight sets by scores of 25-21 
and 25-22.

“I said to the team before that match, 
‘We're on a wave right now and we've just 
got to ride it,’” Gough recounted. “They 
were playing just really tight volleyball, 
and really scrappy defence. We weren't 
making mistakes. We were picking every 
ball up. The boys were just really hard to 
play against.”

Although they came up short in the gold 
medal game, Gough still said the tourna-
ment result puts the group in a great posi-
tion moving forward.

“It's great because it means that we 
can really hit the ground running,” said 
Gough. “I think, just in practice (Sept. 
21), I saw a group with a lot of confidence, 
and I think we showed not only the region 
what we can do and what we're capable of, 
but we also proved it to ourselves so the 
guys know what they can do. They believe 
in each other, and it was just a great way 

to start the season with such a reaffirming 
performance.”

Gough also relayed a statement made by 
Diep during the team’s Sept. 21 practice, 
which succinctly encapsulated the team’s 
scrappy and tenacious attitude.

"If this is what seven of us can do,” Diep 
said about the silver medal, “imagine what 
our whole team can accomplish."

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
The Stratford District Secondary School (SDSS) senior boys volleyball team earned a 
silver medal at a tournament Sept 19-20 at Fanshawe College. Pictured in the front row, 
from left to right, are Jordan Diep, Nate Meadows, Yug Patel and coach Katey Kneider. In 
the back row, from left, are coach Bear Gough, MJ White, Evan Abercrombie, Evan Ehnes, 
Davis Longston, Brody Sinclair and Chahil Patel. 

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Times Regional Reporter

After opening the regular season with 
two road games, the Stratford Hunt-
er Steel Warriors began their 2026-27 
home schedule with a Sept. 18 matchup 
against the Chatham Maroons at Wil-
liam Allman Memorial Arena.

After practice on Sept. 14, Ethan 
Bridges and Chase Martin discussed 
their experiences with the Warriors so 
far and how they are adapting to Junior 
‘B’ hockey after years of AAA minor 
hockey with the Times.

“It's a great, great organization, hard 
work every day. You've got to buy into 
the system if you want to play. I’m look-
ing forward to a great season with them 
this year,” said Bridges. “It's obviously 
a big difference with the size and how 
fast the pace of play is. But if I just stick 
to the basics, I feel like I can perform.”

“It's great. It's a great town, and all 
the guys are great. Had to get the sea-
son started,” said Martin. “It's a pretty 

big transition. It's a lot more hitting. The 
guys (are) older. It's faster. It's stronger. 
You've got to compete higher. More 
backtracking.”

Earlier this week, the Warriors 
strengthened their roster by bringing 
back familiar players. Forward Max 
Wildfong rejoined the team after at-
tending training camp with the Saginaw 
Spirit of the Ontario Hockey League, 
while goaltender Noah Bender returned 
from the Bonnyville Pontiacs of the Al-
berta Junior Hockey League. 

“I'm glad to be back, and I'm hoping 
we can make a good run for it again this 
year,” Bender said.

“Yeah, it's obviously awesome. Really 
excited to be back. I got some things to 
work on, and then hopefully be back in 
Saginaw next year. But I'm just really 
excited to be back in Stratford. I think 
we have a great group, and it's going to 
be a great year,” Wildfong said.

Before the game, the team held a 
pregame ceremony that included the 
unveiling of the new jersey and logo, 

created by local Indigenous artist and 
leader Maxine Noel.

The Warriors opened the scoring 
when Francesco Sanita scored his first 
as a Warrior from Dominic Marshall 
and Grady Murphy at 4:32 of the first 
period. Through 20 minutes of play, the 
Warriors led 1-0 and heavily outshot the 
Maroons 11-2.

Midway through the second peri-
od, the Warriors doubled their lead as 
Bridges notched his second of the sea-
son, with Declan McCotter tallying his 
first career Greater Ontario Hockey 
League (GOHL) point on the assist.

Chatham bounced back in the latter 
half of the period with two goals in over 
five minutes to tie the game heading 
into the final frame.

The score remained tied until the Ma-
roons pulled away with 5:32 remaining 
and added insurance with an empty-net 
goal with 1:14 remaining as the Warriors 
dropped to 0-3 with a 4-2 defeat. Strat-
ford netminder Gage Hurst stopped 17 
of 20 shots in the loss.

Warriors head coach Dave Williams 
spoke with the Times saying despite the 
winless start, the team’s atmosphere re-
mains positive.

“I think the mood of the group is still 
very good and very positive. I think 
our practices have been good, and you 
know, obviously, everybody wants to 
win, and you know we've gotten off to 
a slower start than we'd like,” Williams 
said.

“But I think we're doing some posi-
tive things in the games we've played, 
and I think it's again just building on the 
consistency and capitalizing on some 
of the opportunities we get because I 
think we're definitely getting opportu-
nities. We're just in the last two games, 
anyways. I think a little snake bitting 
around the net with, I think a little bit 
more puck luck, we might have had 
some better results.”

Next up for the Warriors is against the 
London Nationals at the Allman Arena 
on Sept. 25, and a trip to Chatham to 
face the Maroons on Sept. 27.

MICHAEL WILLOUGHBY

Times Correspondent
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“As Mayor, I will take a practical“As Mayor, I will take a practical  
approach to projects that makeapproach to projects that make  
Stratford a better place to live.”Stratford a better place to live.”

“As Mayor, I will take a practical 
approach to projects that make 
Stratford a better place to live.”
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Vote Ritz for 26 and Make Stratford
Work For You.

Shakespeare Falcons 
U-15 boys bring home 
league championship

The Shakespeare Falcons U-15 boys 
brought home the league championship 
to Shakespeare after winning the South 
Perth U-15 League championship tourna-
ment.

The boys finished the season in second 
place overall, with a 12-3 record heading 
into the double-elimination tournament, 
hosted in Shakespeare over two weekends.

The team played three games. In 
Game 1, they beat Wilmot 1, 7-0. Isaac 
Brenneman was the winning pitcher, with 
Nash Follings and Elliott Peters each re-

cording two RBIs.
In Game 2, they beat Wilmot 2, 15-3, 

with Isaac Brenneman again earning the 
win as pitcher. Blake Wilhelm and Max 
Hughes each had three RBIs.

Game 3 was the final, where they beat 
Wilmot 2 again, 14-4. Isaac Brenneman 
was the winning pitcher, while Blaine 
Follings earned the hold in relief. Liam 
Uniac had three RBIs in the game.

The Shakespeare Community Athletic 
Association (SCAA) and the community 
congratulated the U-15 boys on a season 
well played, saying they had made Shake-
speare sports fans proud of their accom-
plishments this year.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
The Shakespeare Falcons U-15 league champions: front row from left, Ryson Ramseyer, 
Nash Wynette, Blake Wilhelm, Blaine Follings and Isaac Brenneman. Back row from left, 
Kyle Wynette (coach), Fred Follings (coach), Nash Follings, Liam Uniac, Miller Follings, 
Jake Peters, Elliott Peters, Max Hughes and Dan Brenneman (coach). Missing are Colton 
Evanski and Jensen Gruber.

GARY WEST

Times Correspondent
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Double golden Strikers: U15 and U16 win Nothers 
Cup Championships

On Sept. 19, the Stratford U15 and U16 
Girls Strikers returned to the Festival City 
as winners of the Nothers Cup Champion-
ships at the University of Guelph, capping 
an unforgettable 2026 season for the two 
programs.

In the noon-hour championship contest, 
the U15 Strikers faced the Puslinch Pred-
ators in pursuit of their second straight 
league double, after winning the regu-
lar-season league title back in late August. 

The match was scoreless after the first 
half, but Ruby Munford and a brace from 
Reese Campbell, along with a clean sheet, 
gave Stratford the 3-0 gold medal win.

U15 head coach Scott Herman says the 
team's gold medal win is well earned and 

a fitting way to finish off the special sea-
son. 

“It’s a great feeling to win this cup, es-
pecially with such a great group of young 
ladies. They put in the work, and they 
have earned this title again this year! I’m 
so happy for them, and they deserve ev-
erything they have achieved this year,” 
Herman said.  

The Stratford U16 Strikers looked to 
finish their season with a league double 
of their own against Oriental SC in the 
mid-afternoon gold medal matchup.

Stratford took a 2-1 halftime lead and 
held Oriental SC in check in the second 
half to claim the gold medal. 

U16 head coach Ashley Vito reflected 
on the team’s journey and how it paid off 
in the team's win in the Nothers Cup.

“At the beginning of the season, we set 

goals and intentions as a team, and so 
many of the girls wrote down that they 
wanted to win a cup, a league title or a 
tournament. I’m so thankful and excited 
to say we accomplished all three,” Vito 
said.

“It’s incredibly rewarding to see all of 
their hard work, effort and energy come 
together when it matters most. Last year, 
we finished the Nothers Cup with a silver 
medal, and while we were proud of that 
accomplishment, it was also heartbreak-
ing to come so close. This year, the girls 
came into the final determined to leave 
everything on the field, and they absolute-
ly did.”

Herman and Vito mentioned that prepa-
rations for next year's plans are progress-
ing smoothly.

“As far as plans for next year, we will 

begin preparation for another run as a U16 
team. Tryouts continue this coming week, 
so it’s back to the grind after an exciting 
weekend,” Herman said.

“We’re definitely taking a moment to 
celebrate, but we’re already preparing 
for the 2027 season. Tryouts begin next 
week, and we’re really excited to get back 
into the gym over the winter and start pre-
paring for a new league and the challenge 
of playing up an age group as a U17/18 
team,” Vito said.

“It’s a new challenge for this group, but 
if there’s one thing we’ve learned about 
these girls this season, it’s that they al-
ways battle, they always rise to the oc-
casion, and they never shy away from a 
challenge. We’re excited to see what they 
can accomplish with this next opportuni-
ty.”

(SCOTT HERMAN/SOUTHWEST SOCCER PHOTO)
The Stratford U15 Strikers after winning the gold medal at the U15 Girls Nothers Youth Cup 
at the University of Guelph on Sept. 19. Team roster: Grace Elliott, Ava Langis, Edie Mur-
ray, Hazel Walsh, Ashley Van Straaten, Elena Hogger, Payton Herman, Peyton Van Straat-
en, Ruby Munford, Peyton Ward, Lilly Harrigan, Danica Voros, Madison Brisbois, Jessica 
Blake, Kinsley McIntosh. Head coach: Scott Herman. Assistant Coach: Ian Murray. 

(ASHLEY VITO PHOTO)
The 2026 U16 Girls Nothers Youth Cup gold medalists. Team roster: Vittoria Brander, 
Linley Porter, Mya Meyer, Myra Wood, Olivia Horenberg, Claire Donnelly, Pippa Nyehuis, 
Niamh Appel, Haley Hummell, Emerie Smith, Edyn Grimwood, Avery Bruinsma, Arabelle 
Garland, Rosie Sauder, Leighton Nickel, Everly Durst, Tasha Cooley. Head coach: Ashley 
Vito. Assistant coach: Nicolle Meyer.

MICHAEL WILLOUGHBY

Times Correspondent
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U18 Warriors looking ahead to the season

Aces continue building for the season ahead

The Stratford U18 AA Warriors be-
gan their preparations for the upcoming 
2026-2027 season at the Stratford Rota-
ry Complex.

Last season, the Warriors experienced 
a mix of highs and lows. Their highlight 
was winning the Ajax Winterlude in 
December. Stratford ended the season 
with an overall record of 8-20-4 and a 
league record of 6-17-4 in the ALLI-
ANCE regular season, finishing eighth 
in the league before being eliminated in 
the Bristol Playdowns semifinal series 
by London.

Head coach Riley Mathieson outlines 
the team’s expectations for the upcom-

ing season but wants a more gradual 
improvement on offence, beginning in 
preseason.

“The overall goal for this season would 
be to obviously compete and make a 
good run in the playoffs. But with that, 
it's going to come down to a little bit of 
a we're going to need to improve our of-
fence from last year,” Mathieson said.

“So far, we've worked on a few things 
in that regard and made an overall im-
provement in our structure as well. 
Something we're going to address, and 
yeah, those are a few things we have on 
the go right now. We don't really know 
what we're dealing with until we start.”

The U18 Warriors for 2025-26 include 
returning players Nate Van Bakel, Noah 
Kaye, Caden Ollson, Jake Schultz, Reid 

Morris, Piers Murray and Carter Keating. 
Mathieson believes that the experienced 
group will guide the team alongside the 
new players and continue to develop.

“Yeah, so for a lot of those guys, 
they've been here for a year. They know 
how the major league works, and now 
they get to be the older guys in it. So, 
what I'm looking to get out of them is a 
shared sense of experience and to help 
some of the young guys move through 
the learning process a little faster. I'd like 
to see them try to improve on the things 
they struggled with last year, while also 
helping the younger guys learn to adapt 
a little faster,” Mathieson said.

“You're playing with guys a year old-
er, and some guys are playing in their 
last years of hockey. So, with that, I'm 

hoping the older guys can lead the way a 
bit, but also be mindful that our younger 
guys need some help and are just trying 
to find their footing and path. So that's 
kind of what I'm hoping to see out of the 
older players.”

The Warriors will host their first ex-
hibition game at the Rotary Complex 
against the South Oxford Storm on Sept. 
22. They will then take part in the St. 
Marys Rock ‘A’ Preseason Showdown 
from Sept. 25 to 27. After their presea-
son finale in Tillsonburg against South 
Oxford on Sept. 28, Stratford will start 
the regular season at home on Oct. 3 
against the St. Thomas Jr. Stars.

Full results of the preseason games 
and the tournament will be part of next 
week’s edition of the Times. 

Fresh off playing in preseason tourna-
ments in Scarborough and Stoney Creek, 
the Stratford Humphrey Fleet Service 
U18 AA Aces played their home presea-
son slate at the William Allman Memo-
rial Arena over the weekend of Sept. 19 
and 20.

Aurelia Aho scored her first goal as a 
member of the U18 AA Aces in a 4-4 

draw with the Mississauga Hurricanes 
on Sept. 19. On Sept. 20, the Aces host-
ed the North York Storm in their pre-
season home finale. The Aces couldn’t 
overcome a tough start, losing 3-1 to the 
Storm. Meghan Graham scored the lone 
goal for the Aces on a late power play in 
the third period.  

After the game, Aces head coach Sean 
Cameron reflected on the team’s presea-
son development.

“Well, there were a lot of good things 

there. The last couple of weeks, we've 
had a really good stretch, and we've got-
ten really lucky because we've been able 
to play some top U.S. teams. In doing so, 
we're just taking everything as a step-
ping stone for us right now, getting us 
ready for the regular season,” Cameron 
said.

“All the credit to North York. They 
played a very good game there. They 
came out flying in the first period. We 
had a lot of compete in the third, and our 

goal in between the second and third was 
just to go out there and ensure that we 
got a goal end, and we did. I liked how 
we played in the third period, so lots of 
things to build off.”

Stratford's preseason continues with 
a doubleheader on Sept. 26, facing the 
Waterloo Ravens at Waterloo’s RIM 
Park in the late morning, followed by a 
game against the Mississauga Chiefs in 
the evening at Iceland Arena in Missis-
sauga. 

MICHAEL WILLOUGHBY

Times Correspondent

MICHAEL WILLOUGHBY

Times Correspondent
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Mike’s Lanes welcomes bowlers back for new season
The pins are set, the lanes are ready, and 

another exciting season of five-pin bowl-
ing is underway at Mike's Bowling Lanes 
in Stratford.

As bowlers return to the lanes, there is 
still plenty of opportunity for newcomers 
to join in on the fun. Leagues are currently 
recruiting bowlers and you don't need to 
be an experienced bowler to get involved. 
Whether you're a seasoned league player 
or have never bowled competitively be-
fore, there's a place for you on the lanes. 

Five-pin bowling is about more than 
knocking down pins; it's about meeting 
people, making friends, enjoying some 
friendly competition and becoming part 
of the local bowling community.

So, grab your bowling shoes, bring 
a friend, family member, neighbour or 
co-worker and come see what all the fun 
is about! Mike's Bowling Lanes is ready 
for another great season. Come out, join 
a league, and let's keep five-pin bowling 
rolling in our community.

Mike’s 5-Pin Bowling Association 
(M5PBA) High Scores

MEN'S 
Kevin McKenna 363-872 
Dan Clark 336 
Michael Palmby 351-827 
Brady Boyles Keating 837 triple 
Tim Gagan 813 
Jon Gagan 818 
Monday Seniors’
Brian Wagler 214

V-ETTES
Bernice Dale 251

UNITED LEAGUE 
(200 singles, 600 triples) 
Shawn Yampolsky 248 
Sydney Smith 216 

PIN PALS 
Jeremy Rathwell 105 
Cody Medeiors 112,109 
Gregory Jones 108 
Emily Jones 122, 110 
Thomas Holland 104 

YBC SCORES 
Bowlasaurus 
Emmy Hvidsten 106 
Wren Wybrow 86, 87
Theo Brown 81,99 
Huxley Wybrow 82,102 

Abbey Bobor 102,83 
Audrey Parker 64, 91 
Noah Rothwell 96, 91 
Levi Hamilton 82 
Oscar Smith 65 
Cole Casey 118 
Bodie Clark 81 

PEE-WEE & BANTAM 
Lincoln Brown 77, 103, 140 
William West 85, 100 
Mason Morris 80, 124 
Noah Saunders 87, 104, 158-349 
Bryanne Finch-Doucette 105, 80 
Serenity Robb 79 
Issac Rothwell 84
Grey Davidson 90-269 
Adrian Klomp 79, 103 
Kellar Hvidsten 99, 101
Sierra Stevenson 118,124, 128-370 
Spencer Koyle 90 
Joey Gethke 86 
Oscar Smith 65 
Jesse Robinson 95 
Kayleigh Mitchell 92 
Piper Patey 92 
Leo Parker 91 
Jacob Murray 87 
Stella Hurley St. Pierre 75, 161-332 
Lincoln Butcher-Cassidy 96, 116, 130-342 
Emmett Martin 119, 110, 140-369 

Caleb Luckhardt 124, 145, 146
 
JUNIOR 
Coen Everitt 143 
Austin Janmaat 147-388 
Brent Louwagie 141, 181-440 
Lukas Murray 75, 136 
Wesley Adair 103, 104 
Ruby Parker 134,136, 140-410
Ruby Parker 156-408 
Austin Lingard 113,94 
Mckenna Morris 108, 145, 167-420 
Mckenna Morris 135, 154-427 
Anna Ward 177,162, 197-536 
Abby Smith 177,167,176-520 
Lauren Furtney 178, 208, 221-607 
Hayden Martin 172, 266-581
 
SENIOR 
Sydney Smith 150, 175, 246-571 
Alex Ward 163, 165, 213-541 
Wiatt Robinson 199, 184, 247 
Jocelyn Gethke 212 
Owen Martin 226, 240, 288-754 
Claire Turner 217 
Austin Martin 194 
Peyton Boyles Keating 252 
Issac Kroesbergen 191 
Zachary Clarke 225-570

NICHELE BUTCHER-BONTRUP

Guest Contributor
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Letters to the editor: Hunter responds to lawsuit 
I am responding to the recently served lawsuit com-

menced against me by Mike Sullivan because I have con-
cerns about the possibility that litigation is being used, or 
timed, in a manner intended to affect the electoral process 
rather than simply resolve a legal dispute. 

As I noted last week, I believe the claim is entirely with-
out merit. As a lawyer, I would never advise a client that 
their success in litigation is guaranteed. Courts are unpre-
dictable, and outcomes can never be known with certainty. 
That said, I am extremely confident in my defence.

It is the timing of the service of this claim that is sus-
pect. The claim against me was issued (filed in the Court) 
on June 17, 2026. Ordinarily, once a claim has been com-
menced, service follows soon thereafter and promptly. 
Given the allegations in the claim, it would be reasonable 
to assume that Mike Sullivan would want the matter dealt 
with without delay. In litigation, service on the other party 
is required to begin the lawsuit, and there is a risk that the 
other party may become more difficult to locate as time 
passes. In my case, service did not occur in June, July, or 
August. Mr. Sullivan had many opportunities to serve his 
claim, as I was regularly present at my office during busi-
ness hours and attended virtually every council meeting 
over the summer.

Instead, I was served on September 14, 2026, in coun-
cil chambers during an election campaign, and the media 
were immediately alerted by Mike Sullivan. While I ini-
tially viewed this as political theatre, it was not particular-
ly troubling on its own.

The following day, however, I learned through media 
reports that Mayor Martin Ritsma had also been served 
with a separate lawsuit in council chambers on the same 
evening and under similar circumstances.

That sequence of events naturally gives rise to many 
questions:

1.	 Why were two mayoral candidates served publicly 
on the same evening after months of apparent delay?

2.	 Why was service withheld throughout June, July, 
and August, only to occur during an active munici-
pal election campaign?

3.	 Who stands to benefit politically from the public dis-

semination of lawsuits involving multiple mayoral 
candidates?

4.	 Was the chosen time for legitimate litigation purpos-
es, or for some other ulterior and unrelated purpose?

5.	 Is the objective simply to advance legal claims, or 
an attempt to influence public perception during an 
election?

I do not purport to know the answers to those questions. 
However, I believe they are fair questions for the citizens 
of Stratford to consider.

My concerns about undue political influence have also 
been heightened by a recent letter to the editor authored 
by Robert Verdun. Mr. Verdun is entitled to express his 
views  regarding council's  decision to challenge strong 
mayor powers. The decision to challenge strong mayor 
powers was made by the entire city council, but the only 
people named in Mr. Verdun’s article are the three coun-
cil members who are currently running for mayor. I invite 
the people of Stratford to ask why the article focused on 
the three mayoral candidates instead of council as a whole, 
and who stands to benefit from that focus.

While the courts will determine the merits of Mike Sul-
livan’s claim, there is a separate and equally important 
principle at stake: the integrity of the electoral process. 
The commencement of litigation is a lawful right. The 
strategic deployment of litigation as a campaign tool is an 
entirely different matter. If evidence establishes that law-
suits, media outreach, public communications, or other ac-
tivities were coordinated for the purpose of influencing the 
outcome of a municipal election or disadvantaging partic-
ular candidates, those actions may warrant scrutiny under 
applicable election legislation and the common law. The 
voters of Stratford are entitled to an election conducted on 
a level playing field, free from improper interference, ma-
nipulation, or coordinated efforts to distort the democratic 
process. 

The courts will determine the merits of the lawsuit.
The voters will determine who should govern Stratford.
Those are two very different processes, and neither 

should be used to manipulate the other.
Democracy is best served when elections are decided 

in the voting booth, when candidates are judged on their 
ideas, performance, and vision for the community, not on 
strategically timed allegations. Stratford deserves better 
than politics by ambush. That is the principle I believe 
Stratford residents deserve and the one I will continue to 
defend. 

Mark Hunter,
Stratford

City’s lawsuit against province a waste of taxpayers 
money

Stratford city council’s lawsuit against the Province of 
Ontario is a total waste of taxpayers’ money, and illegal 
too.

Ontario’s highest court has confirmed that strong may-
or powers are an absolute constitutional right of the legis-
lature. City council is merely an administrative agency of 
the province, and must do what it’s told.

In dismissing a lawsuit by cyclists against Doug Ford’s 
policy to remove bike lanes from major streets in Toronto, 
the Court of Appeal ruled bluntly that councils and courts 
have no right to challenge the legislature.

The judges said bluntly there’s only one legal way to 
change provincial policy: Change the government. Voters 
decide, not courts.

This principle was confirmed by the Supreme Court of 
Canada when it rejected Toronto city council’s lawsuit 
against Ontario after Ford’s government cut in half the 
number of Toronto city councillors. The Supreme Court 
said bluntly that councils have absolutely no constitution-
al status and no right to challenge decisions of the legis-
lature.

Stratford council’s lawsuit against Ontario was always 
doomed to failure. Its strongest proponents, Mayor Mar-
tin Ritsma and would-be mayor Mark Hunter are primar-
ily responsible for wasting tax money. Would-be mayor 
Jo-Dee Burbach also participated in this decision.

Moreover, Stratford council’s action is totally illegal 
because it was decided by secret ballot and without a by-
law.  The Municipal Act, the provincial legislation that 
governs all councils, states that any secret vote “is of no 
effect.” The act demands that all council actions must be 
taken by bylaw in a public meeting – but there is no by-
law.

Doug Ford’s legislature could respond to our city’s il-
legal lawsuit with a new “Stratford Act” that eliminates 
our council and appoints an all-powerful individual to 
administer our city.

Also, did our mayor and council ever consider the dam-
age this rebellious action does to Stratford’s requests for 
money for the Grand Trunk or any other local project?

Our precious tax dollars are being squandered on some-
thing not only futile, but also illegal. Mayor Ritsma and 
councillors Hunter and Burbach should be held personal-
ly liable for this unlawful waste.

Robert Verdun,
Stratford
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The table sits in the centre of 
the room with the unmatched 
chairs flanking every side. I've 
frequented this space for the 
better part of 10 years and seen 
those chairs shift around the 
café amongst the other smaller 
tables, back and forth in puz-
zle-piece clusters, to continually 
come to rest again each morning 
at its shining and beveled edges.

It's the focal point of the café. 
It has welcomed strangers and 
locals to throw down their pur-

chased wares, bags and books, 
and find a moment of respite in 
their tourist-laden activities. It 
has invited townspeople to work 
on their manuscripts, school re-
ports and company ledgers. 

There are more "private" cor-
ners of the café in which to com-
mune, smaller surfaces upon 
which to settle and share con-
versation, and most often that's 
where you'll find me, but the ta-
ble reigns supreme like a grand 
centrepiece in an entryway.

You can sit apart at a busier 
time in one of those more inti-
mate corners and observe the 
interactions – how folks ingra-
tiate themselves into a space 
at the table or how they greet 
friends with open arms like 
long-lost family members. I've 
seen strangers exchanging con-
tact information and leave as ac-
quaintances; blind date meetings 
come and go, interviews carried 
out and friendship grow around 
its nine-foot span.

And this is part of the lure of 
any café – is it not? Being in 

the world, the cacophony of ac-
tivity, but also being apart from 
it, in the temple of one's own 
thoughts, with one's beverage of 
choice – turning your attention 
to your surroundings, on and 
off, intermittently, as you would 
perhaps open and close the novel 
you brought along to enjoy.

These kinds of places can 
be more than distractions in a 
day. They are a refuge to focus 
in on the thought that prevails, 
the work at hand, or to immerse 
oneself in the temporary escape 
from reality. And the table, at 
least in this particular café, 
welcomes all to sit and do so. It 
speaks of community, but it of-
fers quiet seclusion through the 
unwritten rule of sanctuary. 

There have been busier times 
at the café – while working on 
a bit of writing or reading a 
book in which I was engrossed 
– where I have invited oth-
ers to sit across from me at my 
two-person space, in the spirit 
of community and comfort, and 
because there were no addition-

al chairs unoccupied. Thus far 
in my numerous years of fre-
quenting the café, two strang-
ers have taken me up on it. If I 
had writing to do, I did it. If I 
was lost in a book I read it. Me 
in my world and them in theirs. 
And sometimes, a conversation 
grew organically, and we found 
ourselves in a discussion that 
proved more interesting than 
either of those other options. A 
friend was born.

The beautiful thing about 
what they call "café-culture" 
is the ability of a space to offer 
work-life-balance in one locale. 
The café is a mini vacation to 
many who create community 
within its walls and I know first-
hand that some of those chance 
meetings have produced lasting 
friendships for others. 

Back home, where my dining 
table stands, the chairs are emp-
ty. They'll be filled if invites go 
out, or if my partner and I share 
a meal together when our errat-
ic schedules are synchronous. 
In the café there are chance 

encounters, unexpected inter-
actions and mini movies being 
played out if one cares to pay at-
tention. The comparison makes 
me ponder my privilege in even 
having a place to share food or 
an intimacy with friends, if I 
choose to do so. Controlled. An-
ticipatory. 

Outside of it, in the hustle-bus-
tle day, there's unpredictability. 
After visiting the café, I am re-
minded, as I stand quiet in the 
dining room of my house after-
ward, in the cushioned silence 
of my carefully controlled life, 
filled with the thought of the in-
finite array of strangers that I'd 
seen a mere two hours before-
hand – how "strange" are strang-
ers to each other, after all – when 
a mere half hour at a table, might 
dispel all assumptions?

Stuart is a celebrant and the 
manager of Rutherford Crema-
tion & Funeral Services. It is his 
privilege to serve, dispel myths, 
and give information concerning 
his field of compassionate ser-
vice.

UNTIL SOON. LIVE WELL: THE TABLE or IN PRAISE OF 
THE CAFÉ

STUART LENDER

Times Columnist

It’s easy to imagine that 
changing a city begins with mil-
lion-dollar contracts, city council 
approvals, cranes and construc-
tion crews. That vision can be so 
intimidating that as residents we 
don’t bother taking the first step.

But meaningful change often 
starts with something much sim-
pler: a few curious people asking 
why things are the way they are 
and wondering what else might 
be possible.

Sometimes, transforming a 
place begins with civic power. 

That’s what happens when or-
dinary people pay attention to 
their surroundings, open their 
eyes and ears to what’s happen-
ing around them and decide to 
help shape the community they 
call home.

We can make Stratford bet-
ter through everyday actions: 
walking or biking, taking public 
transit, supporting neighbour-
hood businesses, picking up a 
piece of litter, planting trees or 
native gardens, attending civic 
meetings and getting involved 
in community-led improvement 
projects.

None of these actions will pro-
duce an instant citywide make-
over. But collectively, these small 
acts add up. They build pride, 
connection and the sense that we 
are all responsible for the place 
we share.

It’s also important to speak up 
especially when something con-
cerns us.

Recently, a Stratford down-
town resident shared that she no 
longer feels safe walking around 
the city. She is particularly con-

cerned about the growing num-
ber of unhoused people in the 
downtown core, some of whom 
are living with mental health 
challenges. She told me that she 
rarely goes out without her hus-
band and is even considering 
moving away.

It is a serious concern, and it 
deserves a compassionate and 
constructive conversation. Feel-
ing unsafe is not something to 
dismiss, but neither is the need 
to support vulnerable people in 
our community. These issues 
are complicated, and they won’t 
be solved by slogans, blame or 
wishful thinking.

It was suggested to her to bring 
together a group of residents and 
business owners to discuss possi-
ble solutions. As it turns out, that 
was all the encouragement she 
needed. She has already started 
planning a group discussion.

That’s civic power in action: 
noticing a problem, finding oth-
ers who care and creating a space 
to work toward solutions.

A young man preparing to start 
Stratford Intermediate School 

this fall was concerned about the 
safety of street crossings, espe-
cially for fellow students, so he 
approached Mayor Ritsma with 
his idea. He suggested adding 
a crosswalk at York and Huron 
Streets to make it safer for stu-
dents crossing during lunch head 
popular lunch spots; Mr Kim’s, 
the Little Kitchen and Jenn and 
Larry’s. As well the crosswalk 
would make it safer for the many 
headed to the Shakespearean 
Gardens, as well as residents go-
ing to the bus stop. 

The suggested solution of go-
ing under the bridge doesn’t work 
for the elderly and those with ac-
cessibility issues. As well, the 
route isn’t well maintained in the 
winter. 

Noting that drivers often rush 
around the corner, he also sug-
gested a flashing light on Ontario 
Street to alert drivers to the up-
coming pedestrian crossing.

Here’s another idea for making 
Stratford better. Cities always 
seem to be short of money, espe-
cially for transformative projects 
that don’t fit the mandate of cit-

ies. For with the financial means 
why not set aside a portion of 
your estate to benefit Stratford 
for years to come? Think of it as 
your legacy to the community.

The Community Foundation 
works thoughtfully with donors 
to create funds tailored to their 
wishes. Donors can determine 
the fund’s total value, decide 
whether only the interest will 
be distributed annually, or allo-
cate the money equally over a 
set number of years. Donors can 
even specify which areas of the 
city or which community priori-
ties should benefit.

Changing a city isn’t about 
pointing fingers at politicians. 
Yes, we do need to ensure that 
they are accountable but it’s also 
about becoming engaged, staying 
active and making steady con-
tributions to the kind of city we 
want Stratford to be. Big projects 
have their place, yet the future 
of a city begins with something 
much less dramatic: a conversa-
tion, a garden, a public meeting, 
a helping hand – or one person 
deciding to get involved.

BRUCE WHITAKER

Times Columnist

Want to make Stratford better? Start small – and speak up

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR TO US
CALL 519.622.2341 OR EMAIL STRATFORDTIMES@GMAIL.COM
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226 Forman Avenue 519-271-4539
Proclaiming Jesus Christ

with communities of
LOVE, JOY, HOPE & PEACE

Worship with us
Sunday 10:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m. – Fellowship and 
Coffee Hour

We are a Welcoming Community

Invite readers to your 
worship services. 

Contact 
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

Worship 
With Us

When you live with chronic 
illness, a good day can feel like 
a gift.

You wake up and perhaps the 
pain is a little quieter. Your en-
ergy is better than usual. Your 
mind feels clearer. Maybe you 
slept reasonably well, or your 
body simply seems more coop-
erative. Whatever the reason, 
you realize with relief: Today 
might be a good day.

Then something interesting 
happens.

Instead of enjoying it, we start 
making a list.

We think about the laundry 

that has piled up, the groceries 
we haven't bought, the emails 
waiting for replies, the rooms 
that need cleaning and the er-
rands we've postponed. Sudden-
ly, this precious good day be-
comes an opportunity to catch 
up on everything our illness 
prevented us from doing earlier.

Before long, we're racing 
against our own bodies.

Those of us living with chron-
ic illness can easily fall into this 
pattern. On difficult days, we 
may have no choice but to post-
pone things. Then guilt creeps 
in. We look around at everything 
that hasn't been accomplished 
and promise ourselves that we'll 
take care of it as soon as we feel 
better.

So when that better day finally 
arrives, we feel we have to earn 
it by being productive.

But what if we don't?
What if a good day is allowed 

to be simply a good day?
This can be surprisingly dif-

ficult. Many of us were taught 
to value productivity. Getting 
things done feels responsible. 
Resting when we are capable of 
doing something can feel waste-

ful, particularly when chronic 
illness already requires so much 
rest.

Yet there is an important dif-
ference between using our ener-
gy and using all of it.

Having more energy today 
doesn't necessarily mean we 
need to spend every bit of it. 
Feeling better doesn't create an 
obligation to make up for yester-
day. Nor do we have to prove – 
to ourselves or anyone else – that 
we're making good use of the 
hours when our symptoms ease.

Perhaps we can approach good 
days differently.

Instead of immediately asking, 
“What can I get done today?” we 
might ask, “What would make 
today feel good?”

Maybe that means accom-
plishing one task that has been 
bothering us and then stopping. 
Perhaps it means sitting outside 
with a cup of tea, taking a gen-
tle walk, reading, listening to 
music, working on a hobby, or 
spending time with someone we 
love.

It may even mean doing abso-
lutely nothing remarkable.

For someone living with 

chronic illness, an ordinary 
pleasant day can be extraordi-
nary enough.

There is another reason to re-
sist turning better days into pro-
ductivity marathons. Many of 
us know what can happen after-
ward. We accomplish far more 
than our bodies are accustomed 
to, feel pleased with everything 
we've managed to do, and then 
discover that we've overextend-
ed ourselves. The following day 
– or several days – may become 
much harder.

That can create a frustrating 
cycle: difficult day, better day, 
overdoing it, difficult day again.

We may not always be able to 
prevent symptom fluctuations. 
Chronic illness is unpredictable, 
and even careful pacing cannot 
guarantee how we'll feel tomor-
row. But we can choose not to 
deliberately empty the tank sim-
ply because it happens to be full-
er today.

Perhaps a better day can in-
clude a little productivity and a 
little pleasure.

Fold some laundry, but leave 
the rest. Answer two emails in-
stead of ten. Do one errand rath-

er than trying to complete the 
entire list. Then use some of that 
remaining energy for something 
that reminds you that your life 
is about more than managing an 
illness and maintaining a house-
hold.

Good days deserve memories, 
too.

They deserve laughter, fresh 
air, conversations, books, music, 
creativity, quiet afternoons and 
whatever else brings you con-
tentment. We don't have to save 
those things until everything 
else is finished.

Most importantly, we don't 
have to feel guilty about enjoy-
ing ourselves when we feel well 
enough to do so.

The next time you wake up 
and realize your body is giving 
you a little more room to live, re-
sist the urge to immediately fill 
that room with chores.

Do what truly needs doing. 
Leave something for anoth-
er day. Keep a little energy for 
yourself.

You don't have to earn a good 
day. Sometimes the best thing 
you can do with one is simply 
enjoy it.

IRENE ROTH

Times Columnist

You don't have to earn your good days 
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Pick Up Locations
7-Eleven - Erie St
A&W Canada
Ajs Hair and Aesthetic Studio
Annie's Seafood Restaurant
Army Navy & Air Force Veterans
Athens Greek Souvlaki & Gyro
Avon Pharmacy
Balzac's Stratford
Best Western Plus The Arden Park 
Hotel
Blowes Stationery & Office Supplies 
Ltd.
Brch & Wyn
Brenda's Place
Burnside Agriplex
Buzz Stop Fine Coffees And Teas
Cedarcroft Retirement
Chartwell - Anne Hathaway 
Residence
Circle K - Graff Ave
Circle K - Huron St
Coffee Culture Cafe & Eatery
Community Hearing Care
Cozyn's Garden Gallery
Craig & Jess' No Frills

Daisy mart
Demetres Restauant
Destination Stratford
Dick's Barber Shop
Dollar Haven
Domino's Pizza
East End Variety (231 Douro)
Erie Convenience
Esso - Erie St
Esso - Ontario St
Expressway Ford Stratford
Features
Stratford Mall 
Fix Auto Stratford
Food Basics
Foodland Stratford
Fore! Everyone Golf - Stratford's 
Indoor Golf Experience
Gino's Pizza
Guardian - Sinclair Pharmacy Ltd
H.H. Delea & Company
Home Hardware
Honeywood Tirecraft
James A. Rutherford Funeral Home 
Ltd

Jenny Trout Centre
Joe's Diner - Stratford
Joe's Variety
LCBO (Stratford Mall)
Matthew Rae MPP
McCarthy Place
McDonald's - Ontario St
McDonald's 709 Erie St
Mornington Variety
Mr.Sub
New Orleans Pizza
Papa Johns Pizza
Quality Inn & Conference Centre 
Festival
Romeo's Corner Cafe
Rosso Barber-o Shop
Rotary Hospice Apartments
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 8
Sebringville ESSO
Shell
Shell - Downie St
Shell - Erie St
Shell - Huron St
Shoppers Drug Mart - Huron St
Shoppers Drug Mart - Ontario St

Sobeys Stratford
Spruce Lodge
Stratford & District Chamber Of 
Commerce
Stratford Chefs School Learning 
Center
Stratford City Hall
Stratford City Mazda
Stratford General Hospital
Stratford Honda
Stratford Hyundai
Stratford Kia
Stratford KW Surplus
Stratford Medical Pharmacy
Stratford Motor Products
Stratford Nissan
Stratford North End Pharmacy
Stratford Perth Archives
Stratford Perth Museum
Stratford Public Library
Stratford Rotary Complex
Stratford Subaru
Stratford Variety
Strickland's Stratford Toyota
The Bruce Hotel

The Livery Yard
The Local Community Food Centre
The Parlour Inn Restaurant
The Split Rail Country Store
The UPS Store
The Urban Barber
Tim Hortons - Erie St
Tim Hortons - Huron St
Tim Hortons - Ontario St
Toner and Ink Shop
Town Crier Marketing
Union Tattoo and Barbershop
United Way Perth-Huron
Video 99
Walmart Supercentre
West End Pharmacy
Wynbrook & Mayfiar
Zehrs Stratford
​
SEBRINGVILLE
Dave's Diner
Esso - Huron Rd
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Those of us who live in southern 
Ontario have become very aware 
of our proximity to a country that 
was once our friend, but now, we’re 
not so sure. We are familiar with 
the border between Canada and the 
United States, and with the new-
found stress of crossing that bor-
der… or choosing not to.

But even living this close to our 
American neighbours, we Ontari-
ans all share one reality – the Unit-
ed States is removed from us by 
bodies of water… Great Lakes, or 
the rivers that connect them, or the 
St. Lawrence. This may provide a 
certain sense of safe separation.

This is not the case in the com-
munities in Québec’s Eastern 
Townships, where the U.S. state of 
Vermont is, well… right there. A 
footstep away. But a footstep that 
is increasingly fraught with stress.

We learned a lot about this 
during a recent visit to the town of 
Stanstead. Stanstead is as far south 
as you can go in Québec, and still 
be in Canada. It abuts the Amer-
ican community of Derby Line. 
There are properties that straddle 
the border.

Once upon a time – in fact, for 
most of the history of these com-
munities – they were truly neigh-
bours, able to walk next door for a 
coffee, shop in stores regardless of 

border, join together in community 
organizations, have international 
family dinners.

Today, it is not so easy.
The story of the not-so-undefend-

ed border is told well in an exhibit 
on the second floor of Stanstead’s 
Colby-Curtis Museum.

Ironically, the first-floor exhibits 
are all about the Colbys – an Amer-
ican family that moved to Cana-
da in 1869, not out of any protest 
against the U.S., but because busi-
ness prospects looked better here. 
They happily lived with a foot in 
both countries. Several generations 
of the family owned the house 
for 140 years, and eventually, the 
home was donated to the commu-
nity to be used as a museum.

The exhibits on the first floor 
are interesting, documenting the 
changing times experienced by the 
Colbys through the decades.

But it was the “Living on the 
Border” temporary exhibit on the 
second floor that really caught 

our attention. There, we encoun-
tered the contemporary stories of 
local residents trying to maintain 
cross-border friendships in an en-
vironment clearly designed to dis-
courage such international conviv-
iality.

Perhaps the best-known example 
in Stanstead is the Haskell Free 
Library and Opera House. The 
library, which straddles the Can-
ada-U.S border, was opened in 
1908, with the expressed intention 
of providing the border communi-
ties with a centre for learning and 
cultural enrichment. The entrance 
was in Vermont, used freely by 
Stanstead’s Canadian residents for 
117 years… until the U.S. Presi-
dent changed the rules in 2025, in-
sisting that Canadians had to clear 
customs each time they wanted to 
enter the library.

Clearing customs is no lon-
ger simple –local Canadian resi-
dents often find themselves being 
searched during their crossing.

There has long been a paint-
ed line on the floor of the library, 
marking the international border. It 
was intended as a symbol of coop-
eration, but we learned during our 
visit to the Colby-Curtis Museum 
that in October 2025, when the 
new rules came into effect, officers 
of U.S. Homeland Security stood 
with one foot in each country and 
chanted “51st State!”

But the Canadians refuse to 
abandon the long history of neigh-
bourly cooperation. This summer, 
a new entrance to the library was 
opened on the Canadian side, and 
once again, residents from both 
countries can use the library with-
out enduring a border crossing. 
Once inside, visitors can access the 
entire building. For now, at least.

You can tell that, even as they 
strive for community togetherness, 
the residents on both sides of the 
border are nervous. One group fea-
tured in the exhibit is the Choro-
mondo women’s choir, which in-

cludes singers from Québec and 
Vermont. They continue to meet 
and sing, but it is not always easy. 
Invited to do a concert in the Opera 
House that is the second floor of 
the library, some of the Canadian 
members were reluctant to set foot 
in the U.S., and their American 
colleagues understood.

But the concert proceeded. Choir 
member Abigail Stockman, an 
American, is quoted in the exhib-
it: “We were standing on the stage, 
because the stage is in Canada… 
The audience is in the U.S…. we 
were singing together in defiance 
of Trump’s words, and of the inter-
national disrespect that he has paid 
to our Canadian friends and neigh-
bours.”

The exhibit includes a number 
of examples of ongoing connec-
tions, including an international 
curling club, and mutual coopera-
tion between the fire departments 
of Stanstead and Derby Line. But 
concern remains. Museum Direc-
tor Samuel Gaudreau-Lalande says 
it is never certain that such mutu-
al efforts will be able to continue. 
But he expressed hope. “Members 
of the community say, ‘No, we are 
united, we stand together’… In a 
time of struggle, you realize what 
is important to you.”

As we left the museum, we drove 
a couple of blocks south, to an omi-
nous border crossing. We u-turned, 
and followed our GPS instructions 
to our next stop. It took us through 
the village of Beebe, officially part 
of Stanstead, where on the left side 
of an intersection there were cross-
ing gates, warning sides, and peo-
ple in uniform. We turned right.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and past-presi-
dent of the Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email  
pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: “Living in the 
border”: a museum captures the new reality

The Colby-Curtis Museum in Stanstead, Québec – a border town striving 
to maintain neighbourly connections across an increasingly challenging border.

The museum was created to the tell the story of international cooperation over the decades. 
The first floor exhibits continue to do so; the second floor deals with the current, stressful 
challenges.

This photo of the Choromondo women's choir, part of the "Living on the Border" exhibition, 
shows the members of the choir who live in Stanstead, Québec, and Derby Line, Vermont.

PAUL KNOWLES

Times Columnist

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
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COMING EVENTS Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.com

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: stratfordtimes@gmail.com

The Community Calendar is for non-profit organizations to promote their free admission events at
no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location as well as a phone
number, email address or website.
If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, you
have the following options:

Coming Events Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
Coming Events Boxed Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
Display Ad - Sizes begin at a classified business card size for $35 + hst 

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

STRATFORDTIMES

STRATFORD
TIMES

STRATFORD SCRABBLE CLUB
Anne Hathawy Residence 480 Downie St., Stratford
Meets every Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. for 3 games. Check our 
website for further details stratfordscrabble.ca

STRATFORD ASTRONOMY GROUP MEETINGS
St. Michael Catholic Secondary School, 240 Oakdale Avenue, 
Stratford Rear parking lot off Matilda. Room # l104 - 1st Tuesday 
of each month from
September to June. 7-9 p.m.
We are night sky enthusiasts. Everyone is welcome to attend. See our 
website at https://stratfordastronomy.com/ or call 519-275-4472 for 
more information

JOIN US FOR SUMMER AT KNOX
Knox Presbyterian Church
142 Ontario St., Stratford
August events include Book Club on Tuesdays, drop in watercolour 
painting on Wednesdays, Stained Glass Tours on Thursday - all starting 
at 10:30 a.m.  Free community dinner on August 19 at 5 p.m! Visit  
https://pccweb.ca/knoxstratford/ or call 519-271-0373 for more 
details!  Everyone welcome!

STEPS FOR SUPPORT 
Every Tuesday morning and once a month on a Monday afternoon. 
Hosted by Rotary Hospice Stratford Perth www.rotaryhospice.ca
Stratford Location 
This walking group is an opportunity for people who are grieving to 
connect while walking alongside others who are bereaved. Contact 
Jaclyn at sw@rotaryhospice.ca to learn more and register. This is a 
free program. 

CAREGIVER CONNECTION
2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month at 1-2:30 p.m.
Arden Park Hotel
Caregiver Connection is a group for caregivers supporting someone 
with a life-limiting illness or decline due to aging. Learn about 
community resources, caregiver tools, and talk with others on a similar 
journey. All caregivers welcome whether you’re a spouse, family 
member, friend, etc. supporting someone from near or far. Contact 
226-921-7314 or referrals@rotaryhospice.ca to register. Free program.
Hosted by Rotary Hospice Stratford Perth - www.rotaryhospice.ca

YOUTH AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM
Hosted by Youth Unlimited YFC Stratford
Mondays, 3:00-4:45 p.m., September 14/26-June 21/27
382 Britannia Street, Stratford 
Free drop-in for students aged 11-18. Join us for 
snacks, board games, video games, and connection! 
Questions? www.yfcstratford.com info@yfcstratford.com  
519-272-1614

GRIEFSHARE
Stratford Christian Reformed Church, 190 Athone Crescent 
(parking on the upper level)

September 14 - December 14
Monday 1:00-2:30pm 
When a loved one dies, it can feel like you're alone. Few people 
understand how painful & isolating your grief can be. At GriefShare, 
you'll find a safe, comforting place where you can talk with others 
about your grief. Contact: griefstratfordcrcgroup2627@gmail.com
Register: griefshare.org/findagroup
 
STRATFORD SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING
Monday, Sept. 28; 7:30-9:15 p.m.
St. Paul’s Anglican Church 9 Douro St. (at Waterloo)
Free Open House class
For information contact stratfordscd@gmail.com or (519) 272-1398

CFUW: MEET THE WOMEN CANDIDATES FOR THE 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION
Tuesday, Sept. 29; 7pm
Stratford Intermediate School, 60 St Andrews St.
Moderated panel - everyone welcome!

YOUTH LUNCH PERIOD PROGRAM
Hosted by Youth Unlimited YFC Stratford
Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., September 30/26-June 16/27
382 Britannia Street, Stratford
Free drop-in for high school students. Join us for snacks, games, 
connection (and occasional pizza parties!).
Questions? www.yfcstratford.com  
info@yfcstratford.com 519-272-1614

PURE HEART PROGRAM
Hosted by Youth Unlimited YFC Stratford
Wednesdays, 3:00-4:30 p.m., September 30/26-June 16/27
382 Britannia Street, Stratford
Free art program for students aged 11-18. Join us for discussions, guest 
artists, art instruction, and more! Questions? www.yfcstratford.com 
info@yfcstratford.com 519-272-1614

AUTUMN IN THE WOODLOT
Saturday, October 3 from 3:00-4:00 pm 
Raindate: Sunday, October 4
Sawyer Woodlot: 6100 Line 12, West Perth (Just North of Kirkton)
Hosted by Sawyer Preservation Woodlot Association
Join a local naturalist Denise Iszczuk from C.O.R.E Nature 
Experiences for a free, fun, family-friendly walk to discover the sights 
and sounds of the woodlot in autumn. Along the way, learn how to 
identify common trees and discover why trees are so important to a 
healthy forest. Come ready to explore, ask questions, and enjoy the 
beauty of the woodlot as it comes alive with the colours, sounds and 
surprises of fall!

GARDEN STRATFORD GENERAL MEETING
Monday October 5; 7:15 – 9:00 p.m.
Army Navy Hall, 151 Lorne Ave. E., Stratford
Featured Presentation:  “The Four-Season Gardener – Getting Ahead 
for Spring”, Kim Hutten and Marilyn Park, Grand Erie Master 

Gardeners.  Learn about winter sowing, early seed starting, and 
seasonal planning. Meeting Open to Everyone; Free Admission.

OSTOMY SUPPORT GROUP MEETING
Tuesday, October 6, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.
93 Morgan St., Stratford
Speaker – Jaci Sinclair, of Gentle Awakenings.
Learn about Chair Yoga and it’s healing supports
Social time and snacks.  Everyone welcome. 519-273-4327

ANNUAL PUMPKINFEST 
Morningside Adult Community, 
10 Homestead Place, New Hamburg
Saturday, October 10; 9-12 p.m.
Free admission and hot cider. 
Live music, no crowds, pumpkins, bake table, fresh flower centerpieces, 
small & bulk root veg, apples, kale, squash. 

LONDON ORCHID SOCIETY
Sunday, October 18;  2 to 4 pm
Richards Memorial Church, 360 Edgeworth Avenue, London
Meeting Topic: Deb Boersma from Windsor, An Orchid Expedition on 
the Rio Negro, Brazil                                                                                            
                       
The London Orchid Society meets the third Sunday of each month. 
Join us October 18, 2026 at 2:00pm for Deb Boersma from Windsor, 
ON.  Her presentation is An Orchid Expedition on the Rio Negro, 
Brazil deep into the Amazon Rainforest.   Everyone is welcome to 
attend the meeting for more information at www.londonorchidsociety.
com; contact Daryl at 519-666-2927.

OXFORD PHILATELIC SOCIETY CIRCUIT BOOK (STAMP) 
FAIR
Saturday, October 24, 2026
Church of the Epiphany, 560 Dundas Street, Woodstock
10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Free Admission & Parking
Stop in and buy some stamps and meet fellow stamp collectors.
About 8 participating stamp clubs. Contact: dheaton3e3@gmail.com 
Website: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford

LEARN2SHINE PERFORMANCE CLUB [L2S]
Monthly on Sundays, 2-4 p.m. 
First meeting Oct. 25 at Griffith Auditorium, Woodland Towers. 
Suitable for everyone in the family aged 7 and up.  A chance to sing, 
dance, say lines.  Registration $20+HST/hour, with 15% discount if 
registering 3 or more. www.mckinnamanagement.com/l2s

FRIDAY NIGHT EUCHRES
Friday, November 13; 6 p.m.
Legion 804 Ontario St.
November 13 – The next Stratford Legion Friday Night Euchre is 
Friday Nov. 13th. Sign up your team of 2 for $20 by calling the Legion 
at 519-271-4540, Dave at 519-703-6544 or Anne at 519-301-0914. 
Doors open at 6 p.m., games start at 6:30 p.m.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE STRATFORD TIMES
CALL 519.655.2341 OR EMAIL STRATFORDTIMES@GMAIL.COM
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Crossword

SPONSORED BY: 
Adult Learning Programs of Perth, Upstairs at the St. Marys Public Library 

(700 Church Street North, St. Marys, ON)   
Phone: 519-284-4408   |   Cell: 226-374-8231

alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca  |  www.adultlearningperth.ca
Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

CLUES ACROSS
1. A place for worship
  7. Referee declaration
 10. Torsos
 12. Used to introduce something
 13. Healing method
 14. Takes to the sea
 15. Make law
 16. French coastal city
 17. Hawaiian dish
 18. Young of domestic cattle
 19. Women’s undergarments
 21. 60-minute intervals (abbr.)
 22. One after another
 27. It’s a hot topic these days
 28. Folk band frontman
 33. They precede C
 34. Heavenly
 36. Fiddler crabs
 37. Major Hindu deity
 38. Hebrew given name
 39. Cost per mile
 40. __ Romeo, car
 41. Rural municipality in Manitoba
 44. Narratives
 45. “A tragedy had __ him”
 48. Iranian city
 49. Praises publicly
 50. Founding Father Franklin
 51. Herbal teA

CLUES DOWN
  1. Indian unit of mass
  2. “Tears in Heaven” singer Clapton

  3. Part of a sailing vessel
  4. Part of (abbr.)
  5. Polynesian garland of flowers
  6. Keyboard key
  7. One who steals
  8. Large oven
  9. Former CIA
 10. Idea
 11. Solomon Islands capital
 12. Afrikaans
 14. Remove thatch
 17. Television network
 18. Jalen Brunson is one
 20. Title of respect
 23. Flowering trees
 24. Occurring in a tube
 25. Exists
 26. Woman (French)
 29. Expression of doubt
 30. NHL legend Bobby
 31. Accomplished
 32. Makes slightly wet
 35. National Assn. of Manufacturers
 36. Not sated
 38. Poe’s middle name
 40. Swiss river
 41. Rhythmic pattern in Indian music
 42. “Shane” actor Ladd
 43. Popular whodunit board game
 44. Bar bill
 45. Ballplayer’s tool
 46. Indicates near
 47. Feet per second

Pet of the week

KUZCO
Meet Kuzco, a 3-year-old bearded dragon with 
a big personality and plenty of charm! This 
confident guy loves basking under his heat 

lamp, exploring his surroundings, and keeping 
a watchful eye on everything happening around 

him.
Kuzco enjoys a diet of fresh greens and tasty 

insects, and he's accustomed to gentle handling. 
He'll thrive in a home that can provide the proper 

habitat, lighting, nutrition, and enrichment 
bearded dragons need. In return, he'll reward you 
with quirky head tilts, laid-back companionship, 

and endless character.
Could Kuzco be your perfect reptile roommate? 
Meet him by contacting our Stratford Centre or 

visiting our website at  
kwsphumane.ca/adopt/reptiles

Solutions on page 23

Sudoku

Id: 41840

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 27

1 7 9 2 8
2 3
8 1 6 2 3

5 3 1
8 7 4

7
4 6

3 9
9 7 2 5

Solution
1 7 3 5 9 2 4 8 6

6 9 2 8 4 3 7 1 5

5 4 8 1 7 6 2 3 9

2 5 4 3 6 7 8 9 1

3 1 9 2 8 5 6 7 4

7 8 6 9 1 4 3 5 2

4 3 7 6 5 9 1 2 8

8 2 5 4 3 1 9 6 7

9 6 1 7 2 8 5 4 3

© 2011 Becher-Sundström
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Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.comCLASSIFIEDS
WANTED

WANTED
Fair value offered for your vinyl records, cassette tapes 
& hifi components. Please contact Sound Fixation, 519-
801-5421, 4 George St. W, Stratford.

WANTING TO BUY – All collectibles including sports 
cards, beanie babies, Funko pops and stamps. Highest 
prices paid. Free appraisals.Are you downsizing or need 
an estate clean out? We can help. We are at the Pinery 
Market at Grand Bend every Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.  

I WILL PAY CASH FOR ANTIQUES AND COLLECT-
IBLES – Coca  Cola Pepsi any pop company, Brewery 
items Kuntz, Huether Labatts etc. Old radios and gram-
ophones, Wristwatches and pocket watches, Old fruit jars 
Beaver Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil  cans and signs Red 
Indian Supertest etc. Any small furniture. If you are mov-
ing or cleaning out stuff please contact me - 519-570-6920.

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively 
buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment.  
For more information:  DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114 
Ontario St. Stratford / 226-972-5750

Shade Trees; Maples, Oaks, Birch, Beech, Honey Locusts, 
Elms, Magnolia, Hydrangea Tree, Tulip Tree, Crab ap-
ples, Ivory Silk Lilac, Chanticleer Pear, Golden Weeping 
Willows and more. Apples, Pears, Peaches, Plums, Apri-
cots, Nectarine, Blueberry, Haskap etc. Lots of healthy 
strong Spruce, Cedars and White Pine for your privacy 
hedges and windbreaks. Hundred of flowering shrubs.  
Reg Hours 7 a.m.- 6 p.m. Mon-Sat at Martins Nursery c/o 
Emanuel Martin. 42661 Orangehill Rd., Wroxeter, ON
1988 Chevy 1/2 ton V8 Auto  107,800 kms, little to safety
Easy to restore, very good condition.
Daily Driver. Priced to sell $7500
Ed at 519-284-8089

FOR SALE JUNK REMOVAL
JUNK REMOVAL – Garbage, Basements, Yards, Dump 
Runs. Call Mike 519-276-7766 

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED AD 

HERE! JUST $10 + HST PER 

EDITION Contact: 

stratfordtimes@gmail.com

Here For Now Theatre review: Hypothetical Baby is an 
anxiety inducing trip down the abortion rabbit hole

Rachel Cairns’ one-woman play, Hy-
pothetical Baby, is an uncomfortable and 
disorganized look inside Cairns’ mind as 
she recounts her experience seeking out 
an abortion to terminate an unplanned and 
unwanted pregnancy. 

It is uncomfortable because abortion is 
still one of those subjects most of us don’t 
speak openly about, despite it being legal 
in Canada since 1969. It is disorganized 
because Cairns is still seeking a suitable 
beginning and a satisfying conclusion to a 
story that has neither.

Yet this play, the latest rendition of 
which was presented at Here For Now 
Theatre in Stratford from Sept. 2-13, is an 
unflinching and unwavering retelling of a 
time in the playwright’s life during which 
the polarizing opinions of doctors, her 
boyfriend, her mother, strangers on the 
internet, abortion clinic staff and Cairns 
herself spiral into a ball of moral ambi-
guity centred on questions about what it 
means to be alive and whether the life of 
an unborn fetus is worth more than that of 
a pregnant person.  

Cairns returns again and again to the 
question of why she decided to terminate 
her pregnancy, which boils down to a lack 
of financial stability, the desire to estab-

lish herself as an actor and an insecurity 
in her relationship. She defends that deci-
sion from a doctor who openly advocates 
against abortion, a boyfriend who strug-
gles to understand why she doesn’t want a 
baby with him and distances himself from 
her, and strangers on the internet who re-
spond to her anger and heightened anxiety 
with calm coolness, making arguments 
against abortion that sometimes ring true 
on a purely emotional level.

At the same time, Cairns re-enacts con-
versations with her mother about her own 
abortions in the 1970s and 1980s, a time 
when abortion was legalized in Canada 
but was still very much carried out in se-
cret and in unsafe conditions.

While the moments of anxiety, confu-
sion, anger and uncertainty around her 
decision to have an abortion were under-
scored by changes in lighting, soundscape 
and projected news articles on the sparse 
set’s backdrop, Cairns’ portrayal of the 
physical pain and extreme discomfort as-
sociated with medical abortion – a pain 
her mother tells her is similar to labour – is 
very real and very hard to watch. 

Because this story is a personal retelling 
of her own experiences, Cairns is clearly 
able to harness the emotions and physical 
pain she felt before, during and after her 
abortion – and perhaps still to this day – 
making this play one of the most believ-

able and uncomfortably real performances 
I’ve seen this year.

Though we in the audience are left to 
confront our own personal opinions about 
abortion, the play leaves us with one clear 
message: if we create a society where pro-
spective parents have the resources and 
support they need to raise their children, 

regardless of socio-economic status, the 
need for abortion wouldn’t be as great as 
it is today.

A little food for thought from a play 
that has, in my opinion, cemented itself 
as an important piece of the conversation 
around abortion.

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor

(HERE FOR NOW THEATRE PHOTO)
Rachel Cairns in her one-woman show, Hypothetical Baby, at Here For Now Theatre in 
Stratford.

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER
www.g r a n t h a v e n . c om

STRATFORDTIMES

STRATFORD
TIMES

Contact: stratfordtimes@gmail.com 
or call 519-655-2341

HAVE A SPECIAL 
EVENT COMING UP?
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QUIZ ANSWERS
1.	 Augustus
2.	 South Africa
3.	 32
4.	 The Simpsons
5.	 China
6.	 Titanic (1997)
7.	 The colossal squid
8.	 King Midas
9.	 Citric acid
10.	 The Kiwi

CROSSWORD

CONSTRUCTION

“Serving Stratford & area since 1977”

Driveways • Parking Lots • Excavating 
Truck Rentals • Asphalt Patching 

519-271-5690
Call Scott or Denise 

for a free quote for 2022

www.fraserpaving.ca
EQUIPMENT FINANCING 

SPECIALIST

ACCOUNTING

REAL ESTATE

Tina Grasby BROKER, 
Royal LePage Hiller Realty

ph. 519-275-7663 
tinagrasby@royallepage.ca 

www.tinagrasbyrealestate.com

REAL ESTATE

125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581 | Fax 519-271-2737

office@fammeandco.on.ca

FENCING / DECKS
ALL

SHORES
519-273-2003

519-273-2003519-273-2003
info@allshoresfd.cainfo@allshoresfd.ca

FencingFencing
& Decks& Decks

MARKETING

TRAVEL

150 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-2332

210 Mill St., New Hamburg
226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com 
agent@stonetowntravel.com

MORTGAGE

Mortgage solutions to 
suit your needs.

Rona Marquez

Home Financing Advisor

226-921-4536

rona.marquez@scotiabank.com

® Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia.

Mortgage solutions 
to suit your needs.

Rona Marquez
Home Financing Advisor
226-921-4536
rona.marquez@scotiabank.com

® Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia

Liz Yundt, 
Realtor®

Cell: 519-272-9017
lizyundt@sutton.com

I will always do 
my absolute best 

for you!

Sutton Group First Choice Realty 
Ltd Brokerage

 151 Downie St., Stratford, On

HANDY MAN

ROOFING
Roof Trusses & open 

Web FlooR JoisTs
Residential/Commercial/AgricultureResidential/Commercial/Agriculture

Contact Zach at 
Watson’s Home Hardware 519-335-3551

zach@watsonshomehardware.com

INVESTMENTS

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

www.franklinehinz.com

TUTORING
Sylvan of Stratford
Get ahead this summer with Sylvan!

Whether your child needs to catch 
up or get ahead, our teachers are 
ready to help create a one-of-a-kind 
personalized program that will work 
for your child. Get support with 
Sylvan today!

Your child is unique, and our
solutions are too! 

SUMMER
SALE

ON NOW!
Free Assessment 
PLUS sale. O­er 
valid in London 

and Stratford only.
Expires 06/26/2026

145-103 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519-657-7323

southlondon@SylvanLearning.com
SYLVANLEARNING.COM 

PAINTING

Sisters
Paint and Decorating

INTERIOR / 
EXTERIOR PAIINTING

519-503-3618
Debbie Norenberg

OVER 30 YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE, CLEAN, 

RELIABLE AND FLEXIBLE.
OFFER COLOUR 

CONSULTATIONS. 

HOME APPLIANCES

www.phelansplace.com

APPLIANCES • PARTSAPPLIANCES • PARTS

237 Huron Road, 237 Huron Road, 
SebringvilleSebringville

519-393-6181519-393-6181
info@phelansplace.cominfo@phelansplace.com

OPTICIAN

1020 Ontario St., Stratford1020 Ontario St., Stratford
519-275-3413519-275-3413

www.eyestobuyoptical.cawww.eyestobuyoptical.ca

EYE 
EXAMS ON 

SITE

20% off20% off  
all in-stock all in-stock 
sunglassessunglasses

WATCH/CLOCK REPAIR

Watch & Clock Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

Watch batteries, bands  
& crystals

House calls available

All makes & 
models.

New & Old.

Antiques in Time
45 York Street | 519-272-0411

www.antiquesintime.ca

ONLINE BOUTIQUE

SUDOKU

Sudoku

Id: 41840

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 27

1 7 9 2 8
2 3
8 1 6 2 3

5 3 1
8 7 4

7
4 6

3 9
9 7 2 5

Solution
1 7 3 5 9 2 4 8 6

6 9 2 8 4 3 7 1 5

5 4 8 1 7 6 2 3 9

2 5 4 3 6 7 8 9 1

3 1 9 2 8 5 6 7 4

7 8 6 9 1 4 3 5 2

4 3 7 6 5 9 1 2 8

8 2 5 4 3 1 9 6 7

9 6 1 7 2 8 5 4 3

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

YOUR AD HERE

anytime, anywhere
with our secure and convenient
Mobile Banking Services

1234 Washington Street
Somersville Heights
000-000-0000
www.namewebsite.com

First 
Community 
Bank

Deposit checks,
Transfer funds,
check balances,
pay bills and more

THIS COULD THIS COULD 
BE YOUR AD BE YOUR AD 

HERE!HERE!
CONTACT US CONTACT US 

FOR MORE FOR MORE 
INFO!INFO!

SHOE REPAIR

Celebrating 20 years! 
Anniversary sale 20% off. 

See store for details.
• Shoe Sales & Repair 

• Leather Alterations & Cleaning 
• Sports Equipment • Zippers, Purses 

• Scissor/Knife Sharpening • Key Cutting 
• Lining Replacement

58 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

519-272-2200

ADVERTISE HERE FOR AS LOW AS 
$15 PER ISSUE!

Contact stratfordtimes@gmail.com
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More Bard Behaviour

More Must-See Theatre
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“Wildly funny”
Postmedia

SOMETHING ROTTEN!

(out of 4)

“A big-hit  
   musical”

Toronto Star

CRITIC’S PICK
“Big, bold and

   extraordinary”
The Globe and Mail

SOMETHING ROTTEN!  BOOK BY KAREY KIRKPATRICK AND JOHN O’FARRELL  |  MUSIC AND LYRICS BY WAYNE KIRKPATRICK AND KAREY KIRKPATRICK
CONCEIVED BY KAREY KIRKPATRICK AND WAYNE KIRKPATRICK  |  2026 SEASON SPONSOR: OPHELIA LAZARIDIS  |  PROUD SEASON PARTNERS: BMO, CANADA LIFE AND RBC ROYAL BANK 

 PRODUCTION CO-SPONSORS:                                              PRODUCTION UNDERWRITERS: JOHN & THERESE GARDNER, DANETTE GENTILE KAUFFMAN IN MEMORY OF GRETCHEN & DAN GENTILE

THE TEMPEST  |  GUYS AND DOLLS  |  SOMETHING ROTTEN!  |  DEATH OF A SALESMAN  |  THE HOBBIT 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST  |  SATURDAY, SUNDAY, MONDAY  |  A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 

OTHELLO  |  THE TAO OF THE WORLD  |  THE KING JAMES BIBLE PLAY



