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Maple Tap Farm’s Andrew Sallans (left) shows Marc Mcinerney (right), chair of the EImira Maple Syrup Festival, how to tap a maple tree
durlng the Waterloo Wellington Maple Producers’ First Tapping ceremony at the New Dundee farm Feb. 27. Full story on page 4.

Wilmot walkers exceed $40,000 fundraising goal
at ninth annual Coldest Night of the Year walk

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Editor

More than 100 walkers braved the
late-winter chill in New Hamburg Feb.
28 for the ninth annual Coldest Night
of the Year fundraiser in support of the
Wilmot and Wellesley Resource Centre
(WWRC), raising $44,000 and count-
ing to help local residents experiencing

.,!_ -

hunger, homelessness and poverty.

By the time participants stepped out
onto the walk routes that evening, the
fundraiser had already surpassed its
$40,000 goal. As of press time March 4,
the event had raised $44,751 — 111 per
cent of its fundraising target — with do-
nations continuing to be accepted until
March 31.

“This is our ninth year of partnering

EJ’s Band Night Featuring

AMUnleashed:

with Coldest Night of the Year,” WWRC
executive director Trisha Robinson told
those gathered before the walk. “At our
first Coldest Night, we had nine teams, 63
walkers and we raised $9,000. And today,
nine years later, we have 117 walkers, 24
teams and we are over our goal.”

Those who participated in the fundrais-
er walk were supported by 29 volunteers

Continued on page 2

coldest

EZT previews
2026 budget

Draft budget includes
proposed 3% tax

increase
LEE GRIFFI

Guzette Reporter

East Zorra-Tavistock (EZT) ratepayers
could see a 3.17 per-cent increase on their
property tax bill this year.

EZT CAO Karen DePrest provided an over-
view of this year’s budget at council’s March
4 regular meeting. Mayor Phil Schaefer and
Coun. Steven Van Wyk were not in attendance.

“I think the budget summary is an all-good
news story,” said DePrest. “This is the lowest
tax-rate increase we have brought in over the
last four years. Although the levy is going up
6.38 per cent ... the important part for rate-
payers in East Zorra-Tavistock is actually the
tax-rate increase of 3.17 per cent.”

For an average home assessed by the
Municipal Property Assessment Corporation
(MPAC) in 2016 at $350,000, the hike trans-
lates to a $50 to $60 increase, according to
DePrest. A special meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 10, at 9 a.m. for members of
council to take a deeper dive into the budget.

“The (full) document will be released to the
public on Friday for the special council meet-
ing. Council will receive a PDF copy as well
to go through each line by line in preparation
for our meeting on Tuesday,” she added.

If the 2026 draft budget is approved without
changes, the levy would rise by 6.38 per cent,
or $536,114. The township saw $269,611 or

Continued on page 3
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Coldest Night Walk raises $44K for Wilmot, Wellesley
residents in need

Continued from page 1

who helped organize and run the evening’s
activities.

The walk began at the New Hamburg
Community Centre, where participants
gathered beforehand to socialize, play
games, take photos and enjoy live music
from local band Folklore Junction before
heading out into the cold. Walkers then
set out on either a shorter or longer route
through the community before finishing
the evening with a hot meal and fellow-
ship at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch
532 next door.

Robinson said the funds raised through
the annual event help the resource cen-
tre respond to growing and increasingly
complex needs in rural communities like
Wilmot and Wellesley.

“I just want to talk about how hard our
work has gotten over the last little while,

how complex, how much it’s affecting our
staff,” Robinson said. “I have staff that call
me at night in tears, afraid that the people
they’re serving are not going to make it
through the night because they’re going to
freeze in their unheated cars or their vans.”

She said staff and volunteers are doing
everything they can to support those strug-
gling in the community, often providing
essentials such as sleeping bags, tents and
other emergency supports for people with
nowhere else to go.

“It’s very dire,” Robinson said. “We’re
used to fixing things. We’re used to helping
people. We’re used to being able to house
people. That’s not the way it is anymore.”

Robinson also reminded participants
that poverty and housing insecurity are not
always visible in rural communities.

“The hungry, the homeless, the hurt-
ing — poverty and low-resourced people
can have many appearances,” she said.

Walkers at the Wilmot and Wellesley Resource Centre’s
ninth annual Coldest Night of the Year walk Feb. 28 head out
into the cold after assembling at the New Hamburg Commu-

nity Centre.

Give Your Clothes
a Second Life.

Donate your gently used
clothing to support local
community programs.

Now accepting donations...

41Heritage Dr, New Hamburg
MCC New Hamburg Thrift Centre

MCC
NEW HAMBURG
.THRIFT CENTRE

Night of the Year.

“Poverty looks the same to a child, a fami-
ly, an individual or a senior in a rural com-
munity as it does in a large city.”

She added anyone can find themselves
facing hardship.

“In other words, poverty looks like you
and me,” Robinson said. “Any of us who
find our circumstances beyond our control
can have our lives changed in the blink of
an eye.”

The Coldest Night of the Year walk
takes place in communities across Canada
each winter, raising funds for local orga-
nizations that support people experiencing
homelessness, hunger and hardship.

In Wilmot and Wellesley, the money
raised through the event supports the pro-
grams and services offered by the WWRC,
including food assistance, housing sup-
ports, counselling and other resources for
residents facing difficult circumstances.

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTOS)
Wilmot and Wellesley Resource Centre ex-
ecutive director Trisha Robinson speaks to
those gathered in the New Hamburg Com-
munity Centre for the ninth annual Wilmot
Coldest Night of the Year.

Walkers of all ages participated in this year’s Wilmot Coldest

Walkers register and pick up their branded toques at the
New Hamburg Community Centre ahead of the ninth annual
Coldest Night of the Year walk Feb. 28.
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EZT eyes 3.17% tax rate
increase in 2026 draft

budget

Continued from page 1

3.21 per cent growth to its tax base last
year through the addition of new business-
es and homes, reducing the tax increase
for ratepayers to $266,503 or 3.17 per cent
over last year.

The largest departmental increase comes
from Infrastructure and Community
Services. The 4.69 per-cent or $369,000
jump includes the hiring of a lead hand
position for recreation to assist with oper-
ations and allow for programming trials.
There is also increased capital funding for
the Tavistock arena and more cash for ex-
cessive winter snow operations.

“(Roughly) $272,000 of that is related to
winter control. As council is aware, we had
an overrun last year over the 2025 budget
of $250,000, so we want to provide for a
contingency should Mother Nature not be
agreeable again this year,” DePrest said.

If the budget is passed as presented
and the winter of 2026 results in a sur-
plus, that money could be put into what
DePrest called a reserve for weather-relat-
ed incidents.

“That way, we could use it generically
for accidents on the road from bad weather
or for snow events. What we would rec-
ommend as the year progresses is if we
start to see a surplus in the winter control
budget, we could put it into a reserve just
for weather-related events.”

A transfer of $44,500 has been proposed
for the township parks reserve for pos-
sible future lighting projects at baseball
diamonds.

“We have also increased our transfer to
the arena reserve by $125,000. It has be-
come apparent the arena floor and all the
mechanics underneath it will potentially
need to be replaced within the next five to

10 years.”

DePrest explained part of the reason
for the increased levy is due to a decrease
in building-permit revenue by $100,000
compared to 2024.

“We are recommending drawing down
the building code reserve. It currently has
$380,000 in it, I believe, and we can use
that to get us over this hump. At $50,000 a
year for three years, we figure things will
turn around by 2028 and the 2029 budget
will show that reflection.”

The general government department
budget is increasing by just under two per
cent or $163,000, something DePrest at-
tributed to lower interest rates.

“We have seen a reduction in interest
income on our bank account. We have
seen declining rates on interest, so that is a
$60,000 reduction.”

The township has also completed a de-
partmental restructuring, merging the pre-
vious five departments into four.

“Building and development services, fire
and emergency services will remain the
same. General government will cover cor-
porate services, planning, treasury and the
CAOQ’s office in general. The final depart-
ment will be infrastructure and communi-
ty services, which will cover everything
recreation, parks and public works,” said
DePrest.

Councillors in attendance at the meet-
ing did not pose any budget questions to
DePrest after her presentation. In the ab-
sence of Schaefer and with deputy mayor
Brad Smith joining the meeting virtually,
Coun. Jeremy Smith sat in as the chair for
the second straight meeting. Smith said he
expects the mayor to be back in the chair
next week.
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First taps signal sweet start to maple season at
Maple Tap Farm

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Editor

A crowd of maple syrup producers, lo-
cal politicians and industry representatives
gathered at Maple Tap Farm near New
Dundee Friday morning for the Waterloo
Wellington Maple Producers’ annual First
Tapping Ceremony, the traditional kickoff
to maple season and the first agricultural
crop of the year.

Hosted this year by Andrew and Jennifer
Sallans, whose syrup has twice topped the
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival’s produc-
ers’ contest and placed third at the Royal
Agricultural Winter Fair, the event com-
bined a ceremonial tapping, a tour of the
bush and sugarhouse, and a lunch of pan-
cakes and sausage topped with last year’s
maple syrup.

On behalf of the Waterloo Wellington
subcommittee of the Ontario Maple Syrup
Producers’ Association, chair Kevin
Snyder welcomed guests to what he called
the unofficial start of spring for maple
producers.

“We do these annual events every year
to celebrate the beginning of the season,”
Snyder said. “It is the first crop of the
year in the agricultural business, but a lot
of people don’t realize that we’re actual-
ly harvesting the sugar the tree made last
summer.”

He reminded those in attendance that
maple syrup is uniquely tied to North
American climate and hardwood forests.
Producers rely on a freeze-thaw cycle to
get sap moving.

“We need that warm temperature during

the daytime and freezing nights to get the
sap to flow and that’s what we’re able to
capture out of the tree,” Snyder said, add-
ing that while Quebec produces roughly
70 per cent of the world’s maple syrup,
research has shown Ontario has more tap-
pable maple trees.

“This winter, we actually had a real win-
ter for a change,” he said, noting steady
snow cover, a cold, windy January and
only a few thaws. “The conditions do look
favourable that we’re going to be in full
production next week. ... The tree has it in
it. We just need the right conditions to be
able to get the sap out of the tree.”

As in past years, the first tapping cere-
mony also served as the announcement of
the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival’s 2027
Producer of the Year. This year’s honours
went to Tom Snyder of TDS Farms Ltd.
in West Montrose, with Sunlane Farms of
Alma named runner-up. Both producers
will be featured at future Elmira festivals.

Publisher
Editor
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HAVEN Jjournalism, one community
MEDIA at a time!
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(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTOS)
Representatives form the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival and their mas-
cot chat with local maple producers at a First Tapping Ceremony at
Maple Tap Farm in New Dundee.

emony Feb. 27.

For the Sallans
family, hosting the ceremony at Maple Tap
Farm was both an honour and a continua-
tion of a long family tradition.

“It’s something we always talked about.
We thought it’d be neat,” Andrew Sallans
said, noting his late father, Wally, would
have loved to see the yard full of producers
and dignitaries. “My father never missed
a year since he was 13. ... I’ve done it all
my life, so I don’t know what spring’s like
without it.”

Maple syrup season is also very much a
family affair.

“I married into it,” Jennifer Sallans said
with a laugh. “I enjoy being outside, and
it’s family too. We have a lot of family,
cousins, friends that come and help us, and
it’s just kind of a neat time to hang out and
make syrup.”

The Sallans recently bought a larger re-
verse-osmosis machine to make their op-
eration more efficient. The larger machine

| I_ & =

David and Chris Wagler of Wagler Maple Products in Wellesley cook
pancakes and sausages for lunch at Maple Tap Farm in New Dundee
during the Waterloo Wellinton Maple Producers’ First Tapping Cer-

filters water from the sap, increasing sugar
concentrations to as high as 14 per cent be-
fore it goes into the boiler.

“New equipment is going to make a big
difference in time and energy savings,”
Andrew Sallans said. “Less boil time.”

By the end of the boil, which can last as
long as a day or more, the sugar content of
the maple syrup should be around 66 per
cent.

While Friday’s ceremony highlighted
commercial producers, Andrew Sallans
said maple is something anyone with the
right tree can try on a smaller scale.

“Anybody can do it,” he said. “If you
have a maple tree in your backyard, you
can do it. It’s a lot different doing it on a
big scale, but it’s still just as much fun.”

Snyder encouraged maple fans to seek
out locally made syrup at their grocery
store or buy directly from area farms. A
list of producers can be found through the
Ontario Maple Syrup Producers’ website.
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Andrew Sallans (right), a third-generation maple syrup pro-
ducer in New Dundee, shows Caitlin McCabe (left) of the
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival how to hang a bucket after tap-
ping a maple tree on farm.
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Representatives from the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival
named Tom Snyder (centre right) of TDS Farms Ltd. in West
Montrose as the festival’s 2027 Producer of the Year.
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Waterloo regional chair confident changes to system
will keep water flowing

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

“The quality of our water is not in ques-
tion. It is a specified capacity issue at the
Mannheim water treatment plant.”

That was the first sentence when the
Gazette asked Region of Waterloo Chair
Karen Redman what her message was to res-
idents about the water shortage in the area.

“Development can happen in a large swath
of Cambridge, in North Dumfries, Wellesley,
part of Wilmot and Woolwich. We are deter-
mined, and this is job one, to figure out and
navigate this capacity issue to make sure we
can continue forward,” she added.

“We will get through this, and (develop-
ers) have my word we will get through this.
It is a focus and a priority,” Redman said.

The region owns the water system in part-
nership with lower-tier municipalities such
as Wilmot Township. The region is also
working closely with the province to navi-
gate ways to address the capacity constraint.

“We are working with the Ministry of
Environment, Conservation and Parks
(MECP) and have gone to them and said
when 80 per cent of our potable water
comes from groundwater isn’t as accurate as

we think it should be. We have a third-par-
ty consultant come, and they have validated
our findings that we need to measure aver-
age capacity instead of maximum capacity.”

Redman said MECP officials have been
working with region staff since the prob-
lem was identified when a company called
Agile confirmed the water measurement
methodology.

“We are working with the province on
large ticket items and in some ways, it’s a
perfect storm. The components involve in-
creased water processing capacity. We have
two water treatment plants that are 100 years
old. We are not taking as much water as we
are allowed to process from the Grand River,
and we have about 100 wells in the aquifer.
All of these things need to be updated.”

Redman said the region needs help from
the province as well as expedited environ-
mental assessments in the short, medium
and long term to help with the capacity issue.

“It’s isolated to the Mannheim service
area. It’s important to point out that all oth-
er areas of the region remain unaffected and
development remains unchanged in those
areas,” she said.

Redman said the region is making the
issue a top priority, demonstrated by the

Next exit:
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Paid for by the Government of Ontario

hiring of a new water commissioner and in-
creased collaboration with the development
community.

The region has hired a new water com-
missioner on a six-month contract. Kenneth
Brothers is an internationally recognized ex-
pert in water utility management and is a fel-
low of the International Water Association.
He is a professional engineer and has held
senior leadership positions in multiple
Ontario municipalities related to water ser-
vices and infrastructure.

In his role with the Region of Waterloo,
Brothers will work with local municipali-
ties, developers and the provincial govern-
ment to strengthen operational resiliency,
accelerate repairs and maintenance, and plan
infrastructure investments to increase water
capacity.

“He’s an expert in the field and we are
lucky to have him. We have expert water
staff, and we have been working with the
University of Waterloo as well as developers
and other experts,” said Redman, who added
other groups are working on technological
issues.

“They are looking at how we can coordi-
nate with area municipalities to make sure
we get the best results possible as quickly

as possible.”

Another addition to the region’s array of
water weapons is a mobile water treatment
plant. One is being purchased at a cost of
$15 million, and more could follow if it is
proven effective.

“It will be attached to the Mannheim water
treatment plant and we’re looking at several
litres per second. That will help build up the
resiliency,” Redman explained.

That resilience, she continued, is what the
region needs to maintain water pressure,
which guarantees fire suppression systems
and allows development to continue.

“Construction continues for anyone who
has building permits and draft approvals,
even in the Mannheim area.”

One member of regional council wants the
region to take a deep dive into how the water
situation came about.

Cambridge regional Coun. Doug Craig
has filed a notice of motion calling for the
appointment of an independent investigator
to make public the causes of the water-sup-
ply crisis. The motion will be debated during
a meeting on March 10.

Ontario @
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Oxford County launches online pothole reporting

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

This year has seen a particularly brutal
pothole season thanks to fluctuating tem-
peratures and the most precipitation we
have seen in many winters.

The good news is Oxford County Public
Works crews are working to repair cracks
and potholes on the more than 670 cen-
tre-line kilometres of county roadways.
Anyone who sees a troubling patch of
pavement can now help public works
crews reduce potential road hazards by
reporting cracks and potholes on Oxford
County roads online at Service Oxford.

All pothole reports should include the
name of the road or street, which lane and
the approximate size.

“We have reminded drivers the last few
years that this is the time of year you will
see potholes form, and we wanted to pro-
vide an easy mechanism for reporting so
they can get fixed in a timely manner,”
said Frank Gross, the county’s manager of
roads.

When winter temperatures constantly

fluctuate above and below freezing, wa-
ter gets into tiny cracks in the pavement,
freezes and expands, and then thaws again.
This repeated freeze-thaw action weakens
the road surface and creates potholes as
pieces of asphalt break apart under traffic.
Late winter into early spring is traditional-
ly when potholes become most visible and
numerous — melting and weather shifts
make them form quickly, and cold weather
can delay permanent repairs.

Gross said this year’s winter weather
has taken its toll on county roads across
Oxford.

“The conditions are prime to see an
increase in potholes with the amount
of snow. When the temperatures warm
up during the day, you get the runoff of
melting snow and then freezing tempera-
tures overnight. That’s prime for pothole
formation.”

He added some roads owned by the
county are located in lower-tier municipal-
ities, but if people are unsure, they are still
welcome to report a problem.

“If residents want to use the coun-
ty’s customer service portal to report it,

we will forward it on to the appropriate
municipality.”

Under provincial legislation and safe-
ty standards, Oxford County must main-
tain its roads in good repair for motorists.
Potholes reported by residents or spotted
during routine patrols are repaired by
staff according to provincially defined
timelines.

This has been the coldest winter in re-
cent memory, something Gross said will
likely lead to a hike in repairs across the
county.

“I would say it’s been a typical year for
winter conditions. The last few years, we
have had milder weather and fewer pot-
holes so we will see more potholes than
we have seen in recent times.”

For vehicle damage potentially caused
by potholes, motorists are advised to have
their vehicle checked by a mechanic and
consider reporting any potential damage to
their insurance companies.

“Municipalities have to meet munic-
ipal maintenance standards, so there is a
minimal timeline based on the size of the
pothole to repair it. But, unless the munic-
ipality is negligent in any way, it would be

an insurance claim.”

Residents can report potholes online on
Oxford County’s new customer service
portal at www.oxfordcounty.ca/serviceox-
ford. The online form allows residents to
pinpoint the pothole location on a map, fill
in additional details, upload a photo and
choose to receive an update from Oxford
County Public Works staff if they would
like.

The county is also offering some tips to
reduce the chances of striking a pothole
while driving, including keeping eyes on
the road and avoiding puddles, shoulders
and slush on the road where possible.

County staff add it’s also a good idea to
check vehicle tire pressure regularly and
ensure each wheel is inflated to vehicle
specifications. If a pothole is unavoidable,
reduce driving speed, but only if it’s safe to
do so and without slamming on the brakes.

“Be aware. Potholes can seemingly oc-
cur out of nowhere. Conditions are hap-
pening beneath the asphalt, and all of a
sudden, it becomes a pothole. What wasn’t
there in the morning might be there in the
afternoon, and drivers need to be aware,”
said Gross.
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519-272-0090

6976 Wellington Rd 7
Alma, ON NOB1A0
519-513-4514

Oak Grove Cheese

Factory limited
Since 1879 Z

Factory Fresh To Your Tabl

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory

FEIEITIRE RIS TSR RER

165 Avenue Rd
Cambridge, ON N1R 721
519-622-3720

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls
khkhhbhdhhdbbbrhiirs
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm * Saturday 9 am to 1 pm
Closed Sundays

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Bottle Drive
Saturday, March 7th
from 9:30am to 12:30pm

1239 Notre Dame Drive Petersburg (Bechthold Home Improvements)
ALSO ACCEPTING DONATIONS FOR THE FOOD BANK

Let us take your empty bottles and cans back, as this allows us to
raise funds to help the organizations and youth in the community.

SOME OF OUR DONATIONS HAVE GONE TO:
Baden Public School playground & Lego program,
Wilmot Family Resources, Youth Mental Health,
Wilmot Sports Teams, WRHN Foundation - Pediatric Care
and other organizations that help our youth and community.

For information call 519-465-1157, leave a message and we will get back to you

FULL MECHANICAL SERVICES
& TIRES FOR ALL VEHICLES

ALIGNMENT

PASSENGER & LIGHT TRUCK

SUSPENSION

OIL CHANGES

BRAKES

FARM TIRES

HEAVY TRUCK

LAWN & GARDEN

LICENSED VEHICLE
INSPECTION STATION

(=XXTIRE|

Service, Repair and Tires.

CAMPERS, RV’S,
ATV’'S & MORE

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519.662.4990 | oktire.com

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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Tavistock Citizens Brass Band remembered in 1970 photo

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Patrons dining at Quehl’s
Restaurant in Tavistock often
find themselves admiring the
memorabilia lining the walls and
filling the glass display cases as
much as they enjoy their meals.

Among the many historic pho-
tos is a treasured image of the
Tavistock Citizens Brass Band,
taken before the 1970 fall fair pa-
rade. The photograph, believed to
have been taken by a member of
the Gladding family, captures the
band proudly dressed in uniform.

According to the inscription
accompanying the photo, it was
the last picture taken of the band
in uniform.

The Tavistock Citizens Brass
Band was once a familiar and
much-anticipated presence at
community events and parades,

providing music that brought res-
idents together and added to the
festive spirit of the village.

Those pictured in the front row,
from left, are conductor Spencer
(Ben) Weston, Ken Seltzer,
Rosanne Wilker, Joanne Yausie,
John Belland and John Klein.

In the back row, from left, are
Craig Wilker, Ron Wilker, Bob
Rudy, Robert Gladding, Lorne
Yausie, John Rudy, Fred Funk,
Otto Wilker and Donald Tough.

For many in the community,
the photograph brings back fond
memories of local music, com-
munity pride and the important
role the band once played in
Tavistock’s cultural life.

Take a moment next time
you’re at Quehl’s to see if you
recognize any of the musicians
— and to enjoy a small piece of
Tavistock history.

FAVISTOOUR CTTIEENS" BAND — LAST PHOTO OF BAND IN UNIFORNM
{Fall Fair Day — Sepiember 19705

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

The Tavistock Citizens Brass Band circa 1970, as seen here in this photo on display at Quehl’s Restaurant.
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Free legal advice available for Ontario workers
facing sexual harassment

AMANDA NELSON

Gazette Reporter

Waterloo Region Community Legal
Services has partnered with the Sexual
Harassment Advice Prevention Education
(SHAPE) project to provide free legal ad-
vice to workers across Ontario who have
experienced sexual harassment in the
workplace.

Funded by the Department of Justice,
the program offers confidential legal infor-
mation and guidance under employment
and human rights law. It is open to anyone
in Ontario and can assist with any ques-
tions or concerns related to harassment in
the workplace.

A 2024 report from Statistics Canada
found that 47 per cent of surveyed wom-
en reported experiencing some form of
harassment or sexual assault in the work-
place. Approximately three in 10 men
also reported harassment in the work-
place. Harassment can be inappropriate

sexualized behaviour, discriminatory be-
haviour or sexual assault. Workers who
identify as part of the 2SLGBTQ+ com-
munity were found to be two to four times
more likely to experience harassment or
sexual assault on the job.

Despite being available for more than
a year, the SHAPE program has been
underutilized.

Joanna Mullen, an employment lawyer
with Waterloo Region Community Legal
Services, said fear of repercussions can
prevent workers from seeking help, par-
ticularly when the alleged harassment in-
volves someone in a position of authority.

“The service is for anyone who's looking
for information or advice about their rights
around harassment in the workplace,”
Mullen said. “Anyone is welcome to call
us, even if, potentially, we're talking about
something that happened a long time ago.
It's still a good idea to find out what your
options are and what your rights are.”

Mullen  said  workplace  sexual

harassment can take many forms.

“Sexual harassment in the workplace
can be sexualized jokes. I've had cases
where people in the workplace are given
nicknames that have sexualized connota-
tions. That's a form of sexual harassment,”
she said. “And then there can be more
extreme examples where you could have
sexualized touching, sexual assault, sexual
solicitation. Sexual solicitation is a legal
way of saying that someone in a position
of authority over you, or even a co-worker,
attempts to start a sexual relationship, and
that causes a power imbalance.”

The clinic provides legal advice related
to employment and human rights legisla-
tion but does not handle civil lawsuits or
personal injury claims related to sexual
assault.

“We're providing legal advice about peo-
ple's rights under employment law and hu-
man rights law. We're not experts when it
comes to personal injury or civil liability
for sexual assault issues,” Mullen said. “If

someone comes to us and is interested in
pursuing a case civilly in court, we would
then refer them to someone who could
help.”

Mullen emphasized those she helps re-
main in control of any next steps after
seeking advice.

“Ultimately, the person who calls us gets
to decide what happens. They can choose
whether or not to take legal action,” she
said. “But it is important, I think. Even if
you decide that you don't want to do any-
thing about it, it can be empowering. It can
be empowering to gain knowledge about
what the law says, what your rights are and
what an employer should have done based
on what happened.”

All personal information shared with
the clinic is kept confidential and is only
shared internally for contact purposes.

Workers seeking advice can call 1-833-
677-5146 Monday to Friday from 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m. More information is available at
shapeyourworkplace.ca.

Next eXit:

PROTECT
ONTARIO

Ontario is building new highways,
upgrading roads and improving
transit across the province to make
your travels faster and easier.

Learn more at ontario.ca/OntarioBuilds
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Growing businesses

We've widened Highway 401
near Cambridge to help you
reach new customers
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Local egg farmer shares
farm life with Sprucedale
kindergarten class

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Students in the kindergarten class at
Sprucedale Public School in Shakespeare
recently received a hands-on lesson in
where their food comes from.

Julie Wynette, a Tavistock-area egg
farmer, visited the classroom to explain
how eggs are produced on her family’s
farm and to give students a closer look at
modern egg farming.

For several years, local farmers have
been invited into area schools to help con-
nect young students with agriculture and
the origins of the food they eat. Wynette’s
visit offered an age-appropriate introduc-
tion to the daily work involved in caring
for laying hens.

During her presentation, Wynette
showed the class a video tour of the fam-
ily’s egg barn. Students were able to see
and hear the hens clucking as they moved
freely in their enriched housing environ-
ment — eating, drinking and nesting to lay
the eggs collected each day.

She explained what the hens are fed, how
the barns are kept clean and well ventilat-
ed, and how the birds’ natural behaviours

are supported in the modern system.

Wynette was joined by her two sons, Nash
and Reid, who both attend Sprucedale. She
told the class that egg farming is very much
a family effort, with she and her husband,
Kyle, working together with their boys to
collect eggs every day of the year.

Egg farming, she noted, is a 365-day-a-
year commitment.

Wynette also spoke about the nutrition-
al value of eggs, highlighting the protein
and other nutrients they provide. When
she asked how many students liked eggs,
every hand in the room went up. Some
children even shared their own experienc-
es helping care for chickens and other ani-
mals on family farms.

Following her talk, Wynette set up ac-
tivity stations where students divided into
small groups to complete egg-themed
crafts, reinforcing what they had learned
about egg farming in a fun and creative
way.

The visit not only gave students a better
understanding of how eggs make their way
from farm to table but also helped foster
an early appreciation for the work of local
farm families.

et cracking
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(GARY WEST PHOTO)
Egg farmer Julie Wynette explains how the laying hens on her family’s farm are housed. She
also showed students a video tour of the inside of the barns. Slides highlighting the nutri-
tional value of eggs were included as part of the presentation.
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Nicole Zandstra goes above and beyond for Sprucedale students

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

At Sprucedale Public School in
Shakespeare, there is a familiar face in the
front office who many students, teachers
and parents have come to rely on.

Nicole Zandstra, the school’s office ad-
ministrator, is known for going above and
beyond in her role, helping wherever she is
needed throughout the school day.

Whether it’s tending to minor cuts and
bruises, offering comforting words — and
sometimes a much-needed hug — or making

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
Nicole Zandstra is shown helping at the
recent Courage for Carter fundraising spa-

ghetti dinner for seven-year-old Carter
Kuchma, hosted by the Sprucedale Home
and School parents association.

phone calls home, Zandstra is often the
steady presence students turn to. She also
keeps daily operations running smoothly,
ensuring snack orders are placed on time,
helping organize pancake days and pizza
lunches, and keeping the fridge stocked
with individually packed hard-boiled eggs
for hungry students.

When winter storms roll in unexpectedly
and buses are dismissed early, Zandstra is
on the phone making sure parents are in-
formed and students are safely accounted
for.

She speaks warmly about the school’s

(KYLIE FIFIELD PHOTO)
Nicole Zandstra is pictured with her 15-year-
old son, Brendon, who attends St. Marys
DCVI, at their farm home on the northern
outskirts of St. Marys.

Tavistock Community Health

Inc. seeks new board members

@g Tavistock Community Health |

approximately 170 students and says she
treats them as if they were her own.

Now in her fourth year at Sprucedale,
Zandstra says she has loved every minute
of her time at the school. Each June, she
admits, it’s difficult to say goodbye for the
summer months until September brings
students back through the doors again.

Born in Guelph, Zandstra worked as a
developmental service worker in that city
for 19 years before coming to Sprucedale.
She initially supported teachers as an ed-
ucational assistant before moving into the
front-office administrator role.

Beyond her work at the school, Zandstra
has also spent the past decade welcom-
ing international students into her home

through the MLI Homestay student-ex-
change program. Hosting students in
grades 9 to 12 from countries around the
world, she says the experience has been
both rewarding and educational.

Zandstra notes she has learned just
as much from the students as they have
learned from her. Over the years, she
has hosted students from Spain, Japan,
Germany and Italy, among others, and
hopes one day to visit some of them in
their home countries.

Whether at school, at home or in the
wider community, Zandstra continues to
make a positive difference through her
caring and supportive nature.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Nicole Zandstra invites the school’s junior kindergarten class into her office for a recent
fun-loving photo. She says the youngest students remain near and dear to her heart.
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(GARY WEST PHOTO)
Tavistock Community Health Inc. chair Russ Huber is encouraging residents interested in
local health care to consider joining the organization’s board of directors. The group will
hold its annual meeting April 8 at 7 p.m. at the Tavistock Men’s Club Hall. Anyone interest-
ed can speak with a board member or email Frank Meconi at fameconi@roger.com or Russ
Huber at huberruss@gmail.com.

EMPOWERING SENIOR

VISIT US ONLINE at www.embracingchange.ca
SUBSCRIBE ONLINE for free monthly editions
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Community Players bring Into the
Woods to Trinity Theatre

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

The Community Players of New
Hamburg are back on stage this
spring with a limited run of Info the
Woods at Trinity Theatre from May
7-10.

The beloved Stephen Sondheim
musical weaves together familiar
fairytale characters in a story where
wishes come true — but not always
as expected. Audiences can expect
twists, humour, memorable music
and moments that keep them guess-
ing about what will happen next.

Artistic director Brooke Gamble
says theatregoers who have enjoyed
previous Community Players produc-
tions won’t want to miss this one.

Director Aaron Balzer adds there is
“something magical about this com-
bination of classic fairy tales, unfor-
gettable music, humour and power-
ful themes,” noting the show offers
entertainment for a wide range of
audiences.

Into the Woods blends the stories of
Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood,
Jack and the Beanstalk and Rapunzel,
exploring what happens after “hap-
pily ever after” and touching on

themes of family, responsibility and
community.

The Community Players of New
Hamburg, known locally as TCP,
have built a reputation for deliver-
ing high-quality community theatre
productions, drawing performers and
audiences from across the Waterloo
Region and surrounding areas.

Tickets go on sale March 21 at 9
a.m. and can be purchased online at
www.communityplayers.com. With
only four performances scheduled,
organizers encourage patrons to mark
their calendars and secure seats early.

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE

thewtgazette@gmail.com

Waterloo Regional Police have
charged a driver with impaired driv-
ing following a single-vehicle colli-
sion in Wilmot Township last week.

On Feb. 26 at approximately 3:50
p.m., police responded to the area of
Hillfield Drive after receiving a re-
port of a male driving recklessly in
the area before striking a snowbank.

Officers arrived and arrested the
driver on impaired-driving charges.

Police charge 19-year-old driver with
impaired driving after Wilmot collision

The vehicle sustained significant
front-end damage and there were no
physical injuries reported.

As a result of the investigation,
a 19-year-old Wilmot man was
charged with:

*  Operation while impaired - al-

cohol and drugs

e Operation while impaired -

blood alcohol concentration

»  Dangerous operation

* Drive vehicle with cannabis

readily available

Waterloo Regional Police are

reminding drivers that impaired
driving is a serious offence that puts
lives at risk. Anyone who suspects
an impaired driver should call 911
immediately.

Anyone with information or
dash-camera footage of the incident
is asked to call police at 519-570-
9777 ext. 6399.

To provide anonymous informa-
tion, call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477 or submit online at www.
waterloocrimestoppers.com.
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Applications now open

CORRECTION:

An error was published in the story, "Sebben family
farm part of North Easthope’s early rural history," on page
B20 of the Feb. 19 Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette. While the
story indicated the Sebben family farm had been located
to the east of the sideroad in North Easthope township
that is now Perth Road 111, it was actually located to the
west of that road, where the Stratford Home Hardware
Building Centre is located today. We regret any confu-
sion this may have caused.

for WRCF grant streams!

Annually, Waterloo Region Community Foundation
(WRCF) distributes Arts Grants, Community Grants,
and Racial Equity Grants.

In 2026, all three grant streams will be focused on
strengthening social infrastructure across Waterloo
Region, to support members of our communities
now and in the future.

il ii:trch 14, 20z6: Pathway Bible Church
1136 Vansickle Rd N, 5t. Catharines

Doars open al 7pm « All concerts starl at 7:30pm
Tiekels: Fandd
Aduits 520 in advance = 525 at the door Yo
Kids free « Youth (age 10-14) $10
. Cash & card accepled al the door
4.‘_\__# , Tickets found omour website anemail/call us! /
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hopecanchoin@gmail.com - 226888 5459
"i-‘

Visit wref.ca/news/si-grant-streams-2026
for more information and to apply.

Applications close: March 30,2026

Note: Only one application per organization will

be considered across the three WRCF grant streams. WRCF.CA
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McBride wins again in
Wilmot Heritage Fire

Brigades monthly draw

GARY WEST

Gagzette Correspondent

here was another lucky winner at the
end of February in the Wilmot Heritage
Antique Fire Brigades’ monthly draw.

Arlene McBride was surprised to receive
the call informing her she had won $450.
This marks her third win in the brigades’
ongoing monthly fundraiser draw.

McBride says she continues to purchase
tickets not just for the chance to win, but to
support the volunteers behind the Wilmot
Heritage Fire Brigades and Museum in
Baden.

She noted the funds raised through the
monthly draw help the organization col-
lect and preserve antique firefighting
equipment, including vintage fire trucks,
with the long-term goal of securing larger
facilities in Baden to properly house and
display the growing collection.

The museum showcases firefighting
equipment from decades past and contin-
ues to attract visitors interested in local
history and the evolution of fire services
in the region.

McBride encourages others in the com-
munity to consider supporting the brigades
by entering the monthly draw online at
wilmotfiremuseum.com.

.
-——
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(PHOTO COURTESY OF WILMOT HERITAGE FIRE BRIGADES)
Wilmot Heritage Fire Brigades president Pe-
ter Gingerich presents February draw win-
ner Arlene McBride with a cheque for $450
in last month’s fundraising draw.

Thanks for the melodies:
special quilt presented to
Shakespeare Presbyterian’s
supply organist

(DIANE DANEN PHOTO)
Organist Paul Hyatt surprised Shirley Kraus with a beautiful quilt this past Sunday at
Shakespeare Presbyterian Church in recognition of her many years of dedicated service
as supply organist. For several years, Kraus graciously filled in whenever Hyatt was away
and became a faithful and much-appreciated part of the church’s music ministry. While
she is stepping away from her role as supply organist, she will continue to play piano
alongside Hyatt during services. The quilt was created by Paul Hyatt's mom, Lori Hyatt.

TAVISTOCK

BOOK INSTANTLY
ONLINE!
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55 Woodstock St. N. Tavistock, ON
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Our plan to
protect Ontario
IS building new
nuclear facilities

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty, we're ready
with a plan to protect Ontario. We're building the first small
modular reactors in the G7, and the first large-scale nuclear
facilities in decades. Creating 150,000 new jobs.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO
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Paid for by the Government of Ontario n t a r I 0
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Tree Trust demonstrates pruning of 80-year-old

pin oaks in New Hamburg Arboretum

AMANDA NELSON

Gazette Reporter

On Tuesday, March 3, Reep Green
Solutions and Tree Trust invited the pub-
lic to celebrate its mature trees with a live
demonstration of pruning on two 80-year-
old pin oaks.

This work was funded entirely
through donations to care for two of the
Arboretum’s mature pin oaks located
in the New Hamburg Arboretum at 470
Waterloo St., New Hamburg.

“The township doesn't generally have
funding for things like this and with the
budgetary struggles, we really appreciate
any kind of support we can get,” said Cody
Eby, manager of parks and facilities. “So
being able to work with Tree Trust on this
has been a great opportunity for us.”

The Tree Trust program focuses on car-
ing for and preserving mature, legacy trees
across the region, aiming to extend their
lifespan and ensure their benefits continue
to be enjoyed for years to come.

“We are focused on preserving and car-
ing for mature legacy trees in the region,”

said Ashlynn Fleming, interim manager of
tree programs with Reep Green Solutions.
“So, these are trees that are around 100
years old that have particular importance
when it comes to historical, cultural or so-
cial significance.”

The New Hamburg Arboretum was es-
tablished more than 60 years ago, with
its first trees planted in 1957 and official
opening in 1964.

“The reason that we're working with the
arboretum here is because it’s in need of
a lot of restoration work and some of the
loss of some of the existing large trees,”
said Fleming. “We do work like this to try
to prevent that from happening to the trees
we see here today.”

Tree Trust is dedicated to caring for sig-
nificant trees in the region, ensuring their
health and longevity through the support
of professional arborist services.

The arboretum hosts more than 350 trees
and 70 unique species. However, heavy
clay soil in the area makes it difficult for
many trees to survive, especially those that
were not native to the region.

While this issue was addressed using

soil amendments and by improving exist-
ing drainage infrastructure, the arboretum,
now managed by the Township of Wilmot,
continues to face issues with keeping trees
healthy.

Several of the oldest and largest trees
have been lost in recent years to storm
damage or disease, and there is ongoing
work by the township and arboretum task
force to rehabilitate the space.

Highlighting the importance of these
elder oak trees, Nicola Gailits from Reep
Green Solutions noted the oak tree sup-
ports up to 500 species of caterpillars,
which is crucial for bird populations.

“Oaks have a huge potential to support a
biodiversity of insects and habitat. And so,
when we look at supporting our insects,
supporting our pollinators, supporting our
decomposers, one way we can support ev-
erything is specifically caterpillars.

“The way that this happened was over
millennia, oak trees and caterpillars actu-
ally co-evolved so the caterpillars could
handle oak leaves.”

Gailits said protecting mature oak trees is
one of the most effective ways to improve

(AMANDA NELSON PHOTOS)
Arborist Andrew Campbell working on the
almost 100-year-old pin oak trees in New
Hamburg Arboretum during the live demon-
stration earlier this week.

biodiversity in local communities.

To learn more about the work of Reep
Green Solutions’ donor-funded Tree
Trust program, visit www.reepgreen.ca/
tree-trust.

New Hamburg Legion continues search for families of local veterans

Focus for 13th volume of military service recognition book is on First World War veterans

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor

The New Hamburg Legion continues to seek out fami-
ly members of local First World War veterans as part of its
ongoing effort to document and preserve their stories in the
Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command Military Service
Recognition Book.
Bob Berg, the Legion’s military service recognition book co-
ordinator, has been researching veterans with connections to
Wilmot and surrounding townships as he prepares submissions
for the book’s upcoming volume. As with previous editions,
Berg is hoping to connect with descendants who may be able
to provide photos, personal stories and additional biographical
details to help bring the histories of these veterans to life.
While military service records provide basic information,
Berg said those documents often lack the personal context that
helps tell the full story of a veteran’s life.
By connecting with family members, he hopes to learn more
about who these veterans were beyond their service records
and to include those stories alongside their photographs and
biographies in the recognition book.
The project focuses primarily on veterans from Wilmot,
Wellesley, East Zorra-Tavistock, Blandford-Blenheim and
neighbouring communities. Berg is currently researching a
new list of First World War veterans with ties to the area and
is hoping family members may come forward with additional
information.
The latest veterans Berg is researching include:
World War 1
Wilmot Township and neighbouring communities
» Sgt. Howard Leslie Bean: Born Aug. 12, 1897, in Wilmot
Township

» Pte. Harvey Henry Bechtel: Born March 11, 1898, in
Baden

+ Pte. Llewellyn Emmanuel Brill: Born April 18, 1895, in
New Hamburg

o Gnr. James Alexander Dewar: Born Jan. 3, 1896, in
Wellesley

Pte. Robert Dietrich: Born Oct. 11, 1892, in Baden

Pte. Gordon Christian Eby: Born Sept. 6, 1890, in
Kitchener

Pte. William Otto Erb: Born Jan. 4, 1893, in New

Hamburg

Pte. Irwin Michael Fleischauer: Born Sept. 24, 1894, in
Wellesley

Gnr. Harry George Forler: Born Dec. 18, 1892, in
Philipsburg

Lt. Norman John Goebel: Born May 4, 1889, in New
Hamburg

Pte. Robert James Halls: Born April 5, 1890, in New
Hamburg

W.0. Cecil Alexander Hamilton: Born Feb. 2, 1894, in
New Hamburg

Sgt. Edward George Hartung: Born Sept. 9, 1898, in
Gadshill

Pte. Milton Daniel Hartung: Born Aug. 25, 1895, in
Gadshill

Pte. William Melvin Hebel: Born July 11, 1896, in Lisbon
Pte. Alvin Emerson Hiller: Born Nov. 25, 1894, in New
Hamburg

Pte. Oliver Hiller: Born May 11, 1898, in New Hamburg
N/S Lavina Kropf: Born Sept. 28, 1885, in Wellesley
Pte. Andrew Lantz: Born May 26, 1896, in Wilmot
Township

Capt. John Milton Livingston: Born March 3, 1888, in
Blyth

Pte. Harvey Albert Ludwig: Born Oct. 4, 1897, in New
Hamburg

Pte. John George Marth: Born June 1, 1891, in Petersburg
Cpl. Chester Kastner Merner: Born Oct. 26, 1892, in
Sebringville

Spr. Hugh Patrick Miehm: Born Nov. 29, 1891, in New
Hamburg

Pte. Walter Raymond Miehm: Born June 5, 1899, in
Waterloo

Pte. John Ernest Randall: Born Aug. 14, 1899, in Baden
Gnr. Roy Jacob Reid: Born Oct. 23, 1897, in New

Hamburg
* N/S Jean Robertson: Born May 3, 1886, in Wellesley
* Pte. George Milton Rush: Born Dec. 30, 1896, in Wilmot

Township

¢ Pte. William Edward Russell: Born Oct. 16, 1893, in
Baden

* Pte. William Alfred Ruthig: Born Sept. 5, 1895, in New
Hamburg

¢ Pte. Peter John Schmehl: Born June 17, 1893, in Perth
County

* Pte. Herman Eugene Schultz: Born July 19, 1889, in
New Hamburg

e Sgt. Oscar Frank Schultzz Born Aug. 16, 1887, in
Stratford

o Pte. William Seftel: Born Oct. 4, 1895, in Wilmot
Township

* Gnr. Andrew Allan Shuyler: Born June 20, 1896, in New
Hamburg

* Pte. Victor Joseph Smith: Born March 19, 1894, in New
Dundee

* Pte. Alfred Thomas Thomas: Born Oct. 13, 1874, in New
Hamburg

» Pte. Arthur Wellington Thomas: Born Aug. 27, 1894, in
New Hamburg

* Pte. Lorane Thomas: Born Feb. 18, 1895, in Waterloo

* Sgt. Joseph James Vance: Born July 18, 1894, in East
Zorra Township

* Lt Ross Walker Veitch: Born May 5, 1898, in Plattsville

+ Pte. Herbert Max Wanklin: Born May 9, 1896, in Wilmot
Township

*  Bmbr. Theodore Franklin Wiese: Born Oct. 4, 1897, in
New Hamburg

Berg is also continuing to accept submissions for veterans
who served in the Second World War or during the Cold War
and who have connections to the local area.

Families interested in sharing information about a veteran
or submitting a biography and photo for inclusion in the rec-
ognition book can contact Berg at rwbergy@gmail.com or by
phone at 519-745-0212.
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Grace United Church
congregation blesses
handmade prayer shawls

GARY WEST

Gazerte Correspondent

Members of Grace United Church in Tavistock gathered
Sunday morning for a special service celebrating a min-
istry that has quietly stitched comfort and care into the
community for years.

Throughout the year, a dedicated group of women from
the congregation — with men in the area also invited to
take part — meet every two weeks with knitting and cro-
chet needles in hand. Together, they create handmade
Afghans and prayer shawls for those in need of warmth
and encouragement.

Over the course of several months, the group carefully
pieces together each blanket and shawl, knowing the fin-
ished items will be delivered to individuals and families
who can use a little extra comfort. Many are distributed
locally through area shelters in surrounding towns and
villages, while others are sent to communities in northern
Ontario.

During Sunday’s service, congregational leaders Carol
Young and Teresa Coulthard offered a blessing over the
completed works.

They prayed that the recipients “may feel the warm
breath of the Holy Spirit as they warm themselves with
it,” and that they would take comfort in knowing someone
prayed for them while each piece was lovingly stitched
together.

The prayer continued, expressing hope that those who
receive the shawls and blankets will feel touched by the
congregation’s love, strengthened by faith and supported
by the caring hands that created them.

r

Proudly serving )
CI1S Wilmot township and
area for over 25 years

COMPLETE TREE
SERVICE

N.H. INC.

Call the Snow Pros
519-662-6198 treefellar@netflash.net

Now Accepting New Clients Call me for a quote

Come out and meet
our new bulldog

“GRACIE"

Orchard Park Farms

Varieties available:
Russets, Empire, Red Delicious,
Honeycrisp, Gala, Mutsu and Idareds

WELLESLEY APPLE CIDER
Fresh local produce, Honey, Jams and Pickles

WINTER HOURS: Wednesday to Saturday: 9 am to 5 pm
LAST DAY OF THE SEASON WILL BE MARCH 14™

Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947

596633 County Rd 59, 3 miles south of Tavistock

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

Members of Grace
United Church
display handmade
prayer shawls that
will be distributed
to those in need
locally and in
northern Ontario.
Front row kneel-
ing, from left: Car-
ol Young and Anne
Gregory. Second
row: Mary Bo-
land, Jean Lowe,
Allison Cross,
Mary Alice Roth,
Marjorie  Wisby,
Shirley Weicker,
Bev  Vandervliet
and Shirley Bin-
kle. Back row:
Joan Bartlett, Gail
Woolcott and ser-
vice leader Teresa
Coulthard.

a-b REALTY LTD.
BROKERAGE

INDEPENDEMNTLY

OWMNED & OPERATED

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, Ontario N5A 2L2

MLS#X12547948 - PRICE $649,900

OPEN HOUSES

Are you tired of mowing that big yard and cleaning all those flower beds? If so, this is one home you do not want to
miss viewing. Located in a quiet neighbourhood on a low maintenance yard and is with in a few minute walk to the
local public school, park and arena and shopping. This lovely well kept 3 bedroom two storey home offers a nice size
iving room with sliders to a side yard deck, a spacious eat in kitchen, and a 2 piece bath on the main floor. The 2nd
level offers 3 good size bedrooms, and a 4 pc bath, and for additional living space the basement offers a finished

@A family room, 2 pc bath, laundry room and a large cold-room. Also a great feature to this home is the double Exposed
Aggregate double driveway. Get out of the city and enjoy small town living, this home is within commuting distance
43 WELUNGTQN STREET, TAVISTOCK Hto the Kitchener Waterloo area, Stratford, Woodstock and London. Whether you are a first time home buyer or a family
looking for a 3 bedroom home, this is one home you do not want to miss viewing, call today or view at the open house.

-~

199 LIEBLER STREET, TAVISTOCK
MLS#X12778842 - PRICE $884,900

SATURDAY, MARCH 7 = 1:00-3:00 PM

Dare to dream to own this lovely custom built 2 + 1 bedroom brick bungalow built in 2015, backing onto open
space. This stunning home is move in ready and offers an open concept main floor with cathedral ceiling in the
living room, a spacious eat in kitchen with pantry and sliders to a 3 season sunroom- gazebo, and deck and the
lovely view of the farmland. The fully finished basement offers a spacious family room with a gas fireplace great
for those relaxing evening, a 3 rd bedroom with a cheater ensuite and walk in closet, upgraded Kinetico water

= | softener. For the hobbyist or the car person this home offers 2- 9 foot garage doors, lots of space to store that
| special car or work shop area. One added bonus to this lovely home is an extra monthly income from the solar

panels that will be transferred to the new home owner. This is one home you do not want to miss viewing, be sure
to call to view today or view at the open house and own this great home today.

SUNDAY, MARCH 8 = 10:30-12:00 NOON

NEW LISTING - Welcome to the perfect family neighbourhood just a couple of blocks from the Pyramid Centre and Little
Falls Public School. This welcoming 3-bedroom bungalow has been lovingly updated with family comfort in mind. If you

4| love to cook, you'll love this kitchen! From the custom-built island, gas range and upgraded finishes to the trash compactor,
every detail was designed for entertaining friends and family. The open concept living space means no one is left out of the
fun. The main floor is rounded out by 3 generous bedrooms and a renovated cheater ensuite. The lower level is a welcome
surprise. With natural light pouring in from the large above-ground windows, it offers a large family room, full bathroom and
| 2additional rooms for your home office, gym, hobby room or just extra space for storage. The many updates making this
home move-in ready include new siding (2023), new front door and garage door (2024), a stamped concrete pad ready with
a hot tub hook up (2024), truscore in the garage (2025) and new flooring throughout the foyer, down to the family room and

29 DUNSFORD CRESCENT, ST. MARYS throughout the basement (2025). The list continues, so please reach out for more! This home is a delight for any family and is

MLS#X12840536 - PRICE $684,900

199 HOPE ST.E., TAVISTOCK
UNIT #112

MLS# X12154485 - NEW PRICE $374,900

3 BEDROOM - TWO BATHS

ready to become your new home. OPEN HOUSE HOSTED BY LUCIE STEPHENS - Sales Representative

ALSO AVAILABL

199 HOPE ST. E., TAVISTOCK
UNIT #305
MLS# X12383975 - NEW PRICE $369,900
3 BEDROOM - TWO BATHS

316489 31ST LINE UNIT#959, ZORRA
(HAPPY HILLS RETIREMENT RESORT)
MLS#X12406378 - NEW PRICE- $465,900
2 BEDROOM 1.5 BATH - 4 SEASON SUNROOM

Sandra Eby

Sales Representative

Office: 519-273-2821 or Cell: 519-272-7676
— Email: mseby@rogers.com
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New water-filtration building in Shakespeare nearing completion

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

A new municipal building beside the
Shakespeare Variety store is nearing the
end of construction and will soon house a
modern water-filtration system designed
to improve drinking-water quality and
support future growth in the village.

Shakespeare-area  residents  have
watched the project take shape along
Highway 7/8. The facility will include
an arsenic-filtration system, high-lift
fire pumps and a large water reservoir
to accommodate future expansion in the
community.

Perth East Coun. Andrew MacAlpine,
who lives in Shakespeare, explained the
background behind the project and the
need for the new system.

In 2018, the Ontario government
lowered the allowable level of arsenic
in drinking water from 0.025 mg/L to
0.010 mg/L. Testing showed arsenic lev-
els in the Shakespeare municipal drink-
ing-water system at 0.0126 mg/L and
0.0108 mg/L — slightly above the new
provincial limit.

The municipal system primarily ser-
vices the subdivision north of Highway
7/8, along with some smaller systems

south of the highway, while much of
the village continues to rely on private
wells.

In April 2021, Perth East council de-
termined filtration options needed to be
explored. At that time, the cost of in-
stalling arsenic filtration was estimated
at approximately $1.88 million, with
a significant portion of the funding se-
cured from the province with support
from then Perth-Wellington MPP Randy
Pettapiece.

During the evaluation process, the
township engineer recommended a
site beside the Shakespeare Variety
store. Council also decided to incorpo-
rate high-lift fire pumps and additional
growth capacity into the project.

With those additions, the estimated
cost rose to $2.765 million. As of Feb.
4, 2025, the most recent public update
placed the total project cost at $3.612
million.

Xterra Construction of Kitchener, a
company experienced in water-treat-
ment facilities, submitted the lowest bid
and was awarded the contract.

With exterior work now nearing com-
pletion, the building represents a signif-
icant infrastructure investment for the
village.

Next stop:
Making the meeting

We're improving the Kitchener GO line
to two-way, all-day service to make

your commute easier

Ontario is building new highways, upgrading
roads and improving transit across the province
to make your travels faster and easier.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

Learn more at ontario.ca/OntarioBuilds
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
Workers with Xterra Construction put the finishing exterior touches on the new Shakespeare
water-filtration building beside the Shakespeare Variety store last week. The facility will house
arsenic filtration, fire pumps and a water reservoir to support future village growth.
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Silver Swans dance their way to better health at
Centre Stage in New Hamburg

AMANDA NELSON

Guagzette Reporter

Centre Stage Dance Studio in New
Hamburg is getting praise for offering
its popular adult dance classes, including
a Silver Swans ballet class, which gives
dancers a chance to learn ballet or build on
the foundation they developed when they
were younger.

Donna Bender, founder and director of
Centre Stage Dance Studio, started the
class after two of her students from anoth-
er dance class said they wanted something
more challenging. With a class size of no
more than eight dancers, Bender knew the
class would be ideal not only for those
with a ballet foundation but also for those
who have never danced before.

She said with the smaller class size, she
can focus on foundation building and tech-
nique for each dancer in a personalized
way.

Dancer Claire Wilson, 90, is the oldest
of the dancers and says she not only enjoys
the program's community aspect but also
notices her balance improving each week.

“I was never a good dancer, but this class
certainly keeps me active,” she said. “It’s
quite demanding, as I haven’t exercised for

(AMANDA NELSON PHOTOS)
Dancer Irene Edwards from Cambridge,
dancer Nancy Reid from Waterloo and dance
instructor Donna Bender in last week’s Sil-
ver Swan dance class.

years before taking the class. I’m building
muscle in my legs, and I’'m working on my
balance.”

The program is not only attracting locals
but also bringing in women from across
Waterloo Region, including Nancy Reid

Dancers Cathy Boman from New Hamburg,
Bev Marshman from Haysville and senior
dancer Clair Wilson, 90, from Baden learned
not only ballet but also the foundations for
better health at last week’s dance class.

from Waterloo and Irene Edwards from
Cambridge.

“There are adult ballet and dance class-
es closer to home,” said Reid, “but those
classes are for everyone, and you may be
in a class with an 18 year old who has been

doing ballet their whole life.”

She said the class is more than just
physically challenging; it's also mentally
challenging.

“Not only are you building strength by
dancing, but you also need to use your
brain,” Reid said. “It’s challenging to re-
member what to do next. Donna will go
through the exercises and steps, and you
need to focus on that while also maintain-
ing your posture.”

The women in the class say Bender’s
focus on foundational strength is helping
them in their everyday lives as well.

“What I like about Donna is that she
explains what you're doing, like making
sure you're turning out from your hips,
the importance of keeping your shoulders
down and where you should feel it in your
body,” said Reid.

“It’s not just exercise, it’s a real pleasure
to be in this class,” added Cathy Bowman
from New Hamburg. “The movements in
ballet are very controlled, and the music is
pleasant. It’s less aerobic than other class-
es, but it’s still demanding.”

The program is offered to anyone, wheth-
er experienced in dance or not. For more
information, visit www.centrestagedance-
studio.ca/adult-class.

Front Store
® Cosmetics
e Cards and Gifts

* Special Orders

PHARMASAV
- Baden Village Pharmacy

18 Synder’'s Road, Baden, Ontario P. 519-214-4000 F, 519-214-4001 100 Mill Street Unit D, New Hamburg P. 519-662-9995 F. 519-662-9984

Visit our Consignment Area for local
items from Atrisans, Crafters & More

* Vitamins and Supplements

Specialty

Compounding

= 4

Every Thursday
Seniors Day 20% Off

er we rro!

Pharmacy Services

e Phone, Online, and
Mobile Refills

e Medication Sync
e Compliance Packaging
® [njection Administration

Town Square Pharmacy

It’s easy to transfer your prescriptons here!

Home Health Care
(New Hamburg Location)

» Assisted Device Vendor (ADP)
Bath Safety '
Mobility Aids
Hospital Beds
Personal Aids to Daily Living
Lift Chairs

e Ostomy Products:
Certified fitters for Compression,
Lymphedema & Post Mastectomy

Home

Health Care
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Notice of Application for Approval to Expropriate Land

Form 2
Expropriations Act

In the matter of an application by the Ministry of Transportation for approval

to expropriate land, pursuant to s.11(2) and subsection 11.1(3) of the Public
Transportation and Highway Improvement Act, being in the Geographic Township
of North Dumfries, Township of North Dumfries, Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
Province of Ontario.

For the purposel(s) of: Property is required to accommodate the bridge
replacement and interchange improvements at Highway 401 and Waterloo
Regional Road 97 (Cedar Creek Road) to improve the safety and operations
of this overpass and interchange.

Notice is hereby given that application has been made for approval to expropriate
the land described in the schedule attached hereto.

The approving authority is the Minister of Transportation with an address of:

Minister of Transportation
777 Bay Street, 5" Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 178
416-327-9200

Any owner of lands in respect of which notice is given, who desires to comment
on the proposed expropriation of the land for the described purpose(s) may do so
by submitting the comment within the time stated herein to the Assistant Deputy
Minister, Transportation Infrastructure Management Division, Ministry of
Transportation, in writing.

SCHEDULE "A"
All right, title and interest in the following lands:

1. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03847-0176 (LT), being Part of Lot 33, Concession 11,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 1 on Plan
58R-22424 (P-3164-96).

2. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03847-0476 (LT), being Part of Lot 32, Concession 11,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 2 on Plan
58R-22424 (P-3164-96).

3. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03847-0456 (LT), being Part of Lot 32, Concession 11,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 3 on Plan
58R-22424 (P-3164-96).

4, Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03847-0220 (LT), being Part of Lot 32, Concession 11,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 4 on Plan
58R-22424 (P-3164-96).

5. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03850-0114 (LT), being Part of Lot 33, Concession, 10,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 5 on Plan
58R-22424 (P-3164-96).

6. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03851-0228 (LT), being Part of Lot 30, Concession 10,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 3 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-95).

7. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03851-0229 (LT), being Part of Lot 30, Concession 10,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 4 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-95).

THIS NOTICE WAS FIRST PUBLISHED ON: FEBRUARY 18, 2026

The Ministry will review the comments for their technical/engineering information,
having regard to the need for the land for the purposes of the project.

The Assistant Deputy Minister must receive the comments within thirty days after
the owner is served with this notice, or within thirty days after the first publication
of the notice.

The comments must be sent:

By e-mail to: Property.Process@ontario.ca

Or by mail to: Assistant Deputy Minister
Transportation and Infrastructure Management
Ministry of Transportation
4 Floor, Garden City Tower
301 St. Paul Street
St. Catharines, ON L2R 7R4

Please include the municipal address of the land in the comment.

The expropriating authority is the Minister of Transportation
Minister of Transportation with an

address of:

777 Bay Street, 5" Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 178
416-327-9200

£ eieter. (Lo odines
c/0o Linda Wilson-Holmes
Conveyancing Supervisor
659 Exeter Road, 3™ Floor
London, ON NG6E 1L3

Per:

8. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03851-0004 (LT), being Part of Lot 30, Concession 10,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 5 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-95), subject to an Easement over PART 5 as in
Instrument WS687957.

9. Allright, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03851-0005 (LT), being Part of Lot 30, Concession 10,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 6 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-95), subject to Easement over PART 6 as in Instrument
WS687957 and WS687987.

10. All right, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03851-0006 (LT), being Part of Lot 30, Concession 10,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 7 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-0095), subject to an Easement over PART 7 as in
Instrument WS687957.

11. All right, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03851-0007 (LT), being Part of Lot 30, Concession 10,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 8 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-95), subject to an Easement over PART 8 as in
Instrument WS687957.

12. All right, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03851-0008 (LT), being Part of Lot 18, Registered Plan
1452, Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 9 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-95), subject to an Easement over PART 9 as in
Instrument WS684762.

13. All right, title and interest in the lands described as follows:
In the Township of North Dumfries, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo,
being Part of PIN 03848-0178 (LT), being Part of Lot 30, Concession 11,
Geographic Township of North Dumfries, designated as PART 1 on Plan
58R-22425 (P-3164-95).

Ontario @
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The Table brings community together at Shakespeare
Presbyterian Church

DIANE DANEN

Gazette Correspondent

Richard and Jean Smelski were away on vacation and
attended a church service where they experienced a dra-
matic presentation of The Last Supper. They describe the
performance as deeply moving and truly life changing.

Long after they returned home, the impact stayed with
them. Wanting to share that same meaningful experience
with their own community, the couple began speaking
with others about staging a similar dramatization.

Their vision took shape when they connected with Rev.
Gail Fricker, a gifted minister and storyteller, who wrote
an original drama titled The Table: Bread. Wine. Betrayal.
The production explores the stories behind the events of
Jesus’ final days, touching on timeless themes of faith,
friendship and betrayal.

The play will be presented at Shakespeare Presbyterian
Church on Friday, March 27, and Saturday, March 28.
Community response has been exceptional, with all seats
spoken for weeks in advance.

"The support we have received has been overwhelm-
ing,” Richard Smelski said.

Since rehearsals began in January, the production
has brought together not only members of Shakespeare
Presbyterian Church but also participants from nearby

OBITUARY

MOGK: Carol Dorothy
(nee Blum)

Passed away peacefully at
Sakura House in Woodstock
on Sunday, March 1, 2026.
Carol Mogk of Tavistock was
in her 86th year.

Beloved wife of Kenneth
Mogk whom she married
August 24, 1957. Loving
mother of Donna Mogk of
Bright, Brenda & husband
Marlin Bender of Tavistock,
Ken "Butch" & wife Christine of Tavistock, Brad
& wife Karen of Tavistock and Cindy Mogk of
Tavistock. Sadly missed by her grandchildren Karla
& Dwayne, Amy & Drew, Kim & Jordan, Jarrett &
Kate, Kayla & Jackson, Nikkole, Kelsey & Mike,
Larissa, Brandon & Kim, Caitlin, Mitchell, Brady,
Morgan & Justin and great grandchildren Wyatt,
Ethan, Beau, Quinn, Owen, Logan, Lily, Jake, Ava,
Mason, Henry, Natalie, Case, Wesley, Derek, Blakely
and Jett. Survived by her brothers Ken & Lynn Blum,
Alan & Brenda Blum, and sisters Ina & Jim Seyler,
Janice Ballantyne, Susan & Bill Little, Sonya & Mike
Floyd, Kathy & Dave Ashkanese, Nancy & Tony
Ernest and Maribeth Youngblut, by brother and sis-
ters-in-law Hank & Reta Mogk and Hilda Blum.

Predeceased by her parents Lloyd Blum, Arnetta
(Vogel) Youngblut, and by her brothers John Blum
and Paul Blum and brothers-in-law Jack Wittig and
Neil Stere, sister-in-law Carol Satchell.

Relatives and friends will be received in the
Francis Chapel of the Glendinning Funeral Home, 77
Woodstock St. N. Tavistock on Friday, March 6, 2026
from 5-8pm. Private family graveside service will
take place at Trinity Lutheran Church Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the Trinity Lutheran
Church or Sakura House would be appreciated by the
family. Personal condolences can be shared at www.
francisth.ca.

churches and the wider community. Cast members have
been meeting weekly under the guidance of writer and
director Fricker, with stage manager Shelley Jeary over-
seeing the production.

Rev. Rob Congram, minister at Shakespeare Presbyterian
Church, joins several congregation members and other
community participants in the cast. Sunday afternoon re-
hearsals have become a regular gathering, as the group
works together to bring The Table to life later this month.

The entire Shakespeare congregation has played a part
in supporting the production. Elder Don Burton took the
lead in building the stage, assisted by several dedicat-
ed volunteers. Other members of the congregation have
generously contributed props and are stepping forward
to help with a variety of roles on the evenings of the
performances.

The play itself is expected to be a great success, but it is
the journey of bringing everyone together that has made
it especially meaningful. More than just a performance,
The Table has become a shared effort, uniting church and
community members in creating a memorable experience
for the entire community.

Brynn Sebben and Savannah Pugh, joined by Rachel Drake
in their roles as youth in this scene, share the stage with
Bruce Whitmore as the Centurion in The Table.

BY JAKE GRANT
1. What actor starred in Ace Ventura?

N

What is the capital city of Iran?

3. What does MAID stand for in medical
terms?

4. Which Renaissance artist painted 'The
School of Athens' in the Vatican?

5. In'Children of Men' what event has made
humanity desperate?

6. The Danube River flows into which sea?

7. Which hormone is produced by the pineal
gland and helps regulate sleep cycles?

8. A Phon is a unit of what?

9. What is the highest-rated daytime talk
show in American Television history?

10. What country do the Galapagos Islands
belong to?

Answers found on the classified page

(DIANE DANEN PHOTOS)
As audience members, Jean and Richard Smelski interact
with a market vendor during rehearsal for The Table this
past Sunday.

Jean Aitcheson and Sherry LeSouder step into their roles as
vendors in the bustling market scene, while Mike Vanderloo,
portraying the disciple, Andrew, makes his way up the aisle
through the lively crowd during Sunday’s rehearsal of The
Table.
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The Old Gazettes

By Sydney Grant

Slowly but surely, I'm reading through
the past pages of the Tavistock Gazette
(est. 1895). Within this weekly column
1’d like to share with you some of my
findings.

March 3-10, 2021, Edition (5 years
ago)

With the recent blast of mild weather,
the snow activities like snowmobiling
and skiing have probably slowed down
a bit, but it has made farmers like Da-
vid and Chris Wagler gear up for the
upcoming maple syrup season. They
were pictured on the weekend, working
in a local bush northeast of Shakespeare,
tapping maple trees and setting up their
pipeline on what they think will be an
exceptional maple syrup season because
of the large amount of snow over this
winter. With a total of three bushes un-
der their guidance, the pair say they will
have a total of 3,800 taps this year with
each tap creating approximately 1.5 li-
tres of syrup.

When the news was announced that
the Tavistock and District Skating Club
could return to the ice, the club exec-
utive jumped into action so their pro-
grams could resume on Feb. 16, the first
day the arena opened. They worked with
the arena facility to ensure they were
following additional restrictions im-
posed by being in the Red-Control zone.
With only 10 participants permitted on
the ice, the arena was able to accom-
modate the club’s needs for additional
ice time so that they could continue to
offer all programs. The club’s plan is to
pick up where they left off. Their second
session, which started at the beginning
of December, will now run until Easter
weekend.

March 2-9, 2011, Edition (15 years
ago)

When Orval Bast received a telephone
call from an eight-year-old Tavistock girl
who wanted to donate to his late wife’s
scholarship fund, it was a moving expe-
rience. Isla Romano planned her eighth
birthday party with family friend Jackie
Bast in mind. Isla sent out invitations to
her friends asking for a donation to the
Teal Heart Scholarship Fund for Ovar-
ian Cancer Research instead of a gift.
Eleven children attended the birthday
party and Isla collected $230.50 for the
Fund. “T just wanted to,” she said when
asked about her reasons. She told her
mother she didn’t want anyone to suffer

like Jackie did.

The Wellington Street sewage pump
station construction is well underway.
Consultant R.J. Burnside and Associates
awarded the County of Oxford contract
to Elgin Construction at an estimated
cost of $842,947.38 plus HST. The com-
pletion date is scheduled for June 30,
2011. Subcontractor for this portion of
the project also includes DeJong Con-
struction. The new Wellington Street
sewage pump station (SPS) is designed
to redirect a portion of the sewage flows
that normally flow through the two ex-
isting SPSs (Hope Street and William
Street) to the wastewater treatment la-
goons.

February 28-March 6, 1996, Edition
(30 years ago)

The “Tavi Two Picks” 4-Star Precision
B figure skating team placed second in
the Strathroy Futures Competition on
Sunday evening, Feb. 25. Under the di-
rection of coach Lori Thomson and as-
sistant coach Phyllis Wilhelm, the team
includes Lesli Gladding, Shannon Roth,
Amanda Rozendal, Lindsay Schlegel,
Jennifer Currah, Melanie Matthews,
Jessica Riehl and Deb lacobellis.

The Optimist Club of Tavistock held
its annual Spelling Bee at the Legion
Hall on Monday, Feb. 26, with 11 Grade
5 students from Tavistock and Hick-
son public schools participating. Jeff
Schwartzentruber of Tavistock Public
School was declared the winner with
Travis Kropf of Hickson in second
place. A three-round playoff could not
break the third-place, three-way tie be-
tween Tavistock’s Ryan Walkom and
Hickson’s Stephanie Bender and Ben
Jancsar. All finalists will receive en-
graved plaques from the club.

March 2-9, 1966, Edition (60 years
ago)

In its 1965 annual report issued last
week, the Bell Telephone Company of
Canada shows a net growth of 264,996
telephones, the greatest annual increase
in its history. The total number of tele-
phones now in service was reported in
excess 0f 4,578,000. This expansion was
reflected here in Tavistock, where 20
telephones were added to service. J.M.
Scott, Bell manager for this region, said
709 telephones were in service here as
of Dec. 31. It was interesting to note in
the report that of Bell of Canada share-
holders, 97.5 per cent live in Canada and
own 94 per cent of the stock total.

Advertise with us!
Contact Heather Dunbar

at 226.261.1837 or
heather@granthaven.com

TOWNSHIP OF
EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock
Phone: 519-655-2151
All are welcome

Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY LUTHERAN (ELCIC)
Sebastopol - Tavistock
2210 Perth Line 29
Pastor Steve Hoffard
Worship In Person or on Zoom
Sundays at 10:00 AM
(519) 655-2312
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE
Pastor Julie Ellison White
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,

with coffee and fellowship to follow at 17am.

All ages Junior Sunday School will follow
after the service.
All are Welcome
Stream services online at
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - T1am Each Sunday

To have your place of worship listing included
here, please contact thewtgazette@gmail.com

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC

Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock

stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:

https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

WILMOT TOWNSHIP

ST GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH

Corner of Waterloo St and Byron St, New Hamburg
Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.
All are welcome.

https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease

4339 Huron Rd Wilmat Township
All are welcome.
Contact Carol Massel: 519-502-8648
carol@masselsmarine.com

ST AGATHA MENNONITE CHURCH
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212
Pastor Jim Brown

Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour
and sermon discussion.

All are welcome

SEND STORY IDEAS AND
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR TO

GALEN SIMMONS AT
GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Gear says goodbye to junior hockey

Nothing but fond memories of his time in New Hamburg

LEE GRIFFI

Guagzette Reporter

Two-hundred and eighteen games
played on the blueline. Ninety-two career
points. Two Doherty Division titles. An
appearance in the Schmaltz Cup semi-fi-
nals. Team captain during the 2025-2026
Provincial Junior Hockey League (PJHL)
season for the New Hamburg Firebirds.

Andrew Gear left his heart and soul on
the ice for the team during four seasons,
but said he would like to be remembered
for his off-ice conduct just as much as on
the ice.

“I believe my legacy in New Hamburg is
represented by so much more than the suc-
cess on the ice I have been lucky enough
to be a part of. I really wanted to be re-
membered as a good person and someone
who was always welcoming and friendly
to everyone,” Gear told the Gazette.

The Elmira native added he did all he
could to give back to the amazing commu-
nity that supported him and his team over
a four-year journey.

“I’ve tried to be the best leader I could
possibly be, and it's been a true honour
and privilege to help lead this team the last
few years, and wearing the C is something
that I will never take for granted. I hope
my legacy in New Hamburg was not only
focused on the great successes I’ve been a
part of, but most importantly, the person
and leader I wanted to be each and every
day.”

Gear said there isn’t really one specific
memory that stands out. He prefers to re-
flect on all four years.

“I was going to university, so I didn’t
know if minor hockey would be it for me.
I am forever grateful I had this opportunity
with a team that did some pretty incredible
things, but more importantly, meet some
amazing people in the organization.”

He added it’s far too difficult to pick
one person from the Firebirds who had the
most influence on his career, but had many
people to thank.

“The entire coaching staff, president
Gord Mills and everyone behind the
scenes. Both Als, Brucey, all the trainers
from Kate to Angela this year, and the big
one standing out is Billie Jo Mark (the
team’s player-support person) and how
much she does for us behind the scenes.”

Gear said the overagers he played with
during his first season played a vital role in
his development.

“They were very welcoming and made
me feel comfortable right away. In the past
few years, I have been able to meet some
of my best friends, from Kyle Kraemer to
Jake Thompson and Antonio Pasqualino.”

Former captain Owen Fischer was also
a positive influence on Gear’s career. He
added while this season was disappoint-
ing, he had no regrets with the team’s

performance.

“We’ve had some pretty special teams
the last few years. We had a fair bit of
turnover this season with new faces and
some younger guys. It would have been
nice to win three straight (Doherty) cham-
pionships for the town, but at the end of
the day, I am proud of the team. We gave
everything we had.”

While Gear has some aspirations to re-
main active in the sport, his priority right
now is school. At the same time, he isn’t
ruling anything out and we may find him
behind a bench somewhere.

“Going to teacher’s college is the big fo-
cus for me. Growing up in minor hockey,
you have those non-parent coaches, and
those were some of the best years. They
were in their mid-20s and giving their time
back to the game. Getting into coaching is
always something I have wanted to do, es-
pecially as a non-parent.”

Gear is finishing his undergraduate stud-
ies this year and has two years of teachers’
college ahead of him.

“I am hoping to teach around here. My
dad is a teacher and my mom is also in the
education field. They are both my biggest
inspirations in life. Teaching around New
Hamburg would be cool, maybe Grade 8,
but we’ll see how it goes.”

He added he is appreciative of the media
coverage by outlets such as the Gazette,
just as we are thankful to him for making
himself available during the season.

“Whenever | had the chance to talk to
you or the 519 Sports guys, it kind of
made it feel like we’re in the big leagues.
Those videos and even the interviews I’ve
done with you, I can look back on in 20
years and rewatch or reread, and it will be
special.”

Gear had one final message for the New
Hamburg fans who support the team every

nmmn 2 scHEnu[E

season.

“Thank you for everything from start
to finish. It’s been an incredible ride and
every single playoff run we’ve packed the
Wilmot Rec Centre. It’s been pretty spe-
cial for my teammates and me. We have
some memories in that arena that will last
a lifetime.”

Firebirds head coach and general man-
ager Shane Gerber said it’s hard to put into
words what Gear has done for the program
in New Hamburg.

“He’s a good hockey player, but he’s a
fantastic person. He’s got an infectious
way about him. He’s always positive and
he has a way of making people laugh, but
he has a way of being serious when he
needs to be. He’s the total package.”

Gerber added Gear has grown tremen-
dously both on and off the ice, despite be-
ing shy when he first joined the team.

“He was kind of quiet when he start-
ed, but once he found his way, he really
opened up to the point where it was easy
to make him the next guy to follow Owen
(Fischer).”

Gerber explained how fortunate his
teams have been to have tremendous lead-
ership, something which leads to a posi-
tive culture in the locker room.

“It started a few years ago now, and it
took some baby steps, but it seems to
be working out that the guys who have
been here for a few years, like the Owen
Fischers and Andrew Gears, they seem to
follow each other and they really work for
each other.”

The process has already started to name
a captain for the 2026-2027 season, and
Gerber said it won’t be an easy task.

“There are so many good people in that
room and guys keep emerging, which
is a result of the leadership group in the
past. We have guys we never would have

Mar. &th - ?dupm Tawistock

Mar. Tst - 7:30pm
Mar. 10th - B:30pm -

Mar. 11th - B:30pm -

Mar, 13th - 7:30pm -

Mar, 14th - 7:30pm -

Mar. 17th - 7:30pm -

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Andrew Gear’s career as a member of the
New Hamburg Firebirds has come to an end.
The Elmira native spent four seasons with
the team, the last wearing the captain’s C.

imagined being considered for a captaincy.
It’s too bad we have to pick one captain,
but we have plenty who are deserving.”

Gerber added despite the Firebirds goal
to win at least a division title each year,
the organization allows players to focus on
work and school first.

“We stress that when they come here.
School is important, and hockey is hockey.
We allow them the time to develop into the
career they want to follow. We will contin-
ue to do that, and we wish nothing but the
best for everyone who leaves our program.
Andrew will be a good teacher; I am sure
of that.”

PIAYIJFF HOCKEY

Semi Finals

GAME ONE ._FRIDAY MARCH G ATHOME GAME TIME7:45

GAME TWO..SATURDAY MARCH 7 ATNORWICH GAME TIMET:30

 Wallesley

GAME THREE... NEDNESDAY MARCH 11 ATHOME GAME TIME7:45

Tavistock

GAME FOUR..FRIDAY MARCH 13 ATNORWICH GAME TIME 8:00

Wiellesley

GAME FIVE.IN)._SATURDAY MARCH 14 ATHOME GAME TIME 7-45

Tavistock

GANE SIX..(IN)..TUESDAY MARCH 17 ATNORWICH GAME TIME1:30

Wiellesley

GAME SEVEN...[INL..WEDNESDAY MARCH 18 ATHOME GAME TIME 7-45

Tavistack

PIHL
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Royals five- -game playoff wmmng streak snapped

LEE GRIFFI

Guagzette Reporter

All good things must come to an end, as
the old saying goes, and for the Tavistock
Royals, a five-game playoff run of victo-
ries was halted on Sunday afternoon.

Tavistock swept the Erin Outlaws, al-
lowing just one goal against in four games
as goalie Andrew Masters went nearly
239 minutes without surrendering a goal
against. He was up to his old tricks in
Game 1 of the current semi-final series
against first-place Seaforth with another
shutout, but the Centenaires came back to
win Game 2 in overtime by a 4-3 count.

Tavistock jumped out to a 2-0 lead at
home Sunday on goals from Tyler Reid
and Drew Gerth, but Seaforth took a 3-2
lead 12 and a half minutes into the third pe-
riod. Reid potted his second of the game to
force the extra period but former Stratford
Culliton Jared Nash scored the game-win-
ner just over 16 minutes into overtime.

Masters stopped all 30 shots he faced
as the Royals earned a 4-0 road victo-
ry in Game 1 on Saturday to earn his
fourth shutout in six playoff games. Erik
Robichaud scored twice in the first period,
which would be all the offence Tavistock
needed. Reid and Patrick Vulgan added
third-period insurance markers.

“I would say that I’ve certainly had oth-
er streaks in my career where I’ve played

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Tavistock Royals forwards Drew Gerth (14) and Mitch Atkins (93) get set at a faceoff at the
Tavistock and District Recreation Centre on Sunday afternoon. Seaforth won the game 4-3 in
overtime to tie the Ontario Elite Hockey League (OEHL) Southern Division semi-final series

at one win apiece.

very well, but there have been great efforts
in front of me, and I’ve been getting the
bounces too,” said Masters.

“Our team defence has been great, limit-
ing scoring chances, not giving up tap-ins,
and we’ve committed to team defence. I
think the playoffs bring out the best in all
of us. It creates a different brand of hock-
ey, and we’ve shown that it’s a brand that
we enjoy playing.”

He added the entire team has bought into
the right way to playoff hockey.

“They’ve had playoff success before and
understand the formula to win at this time
of year.”

The Gazette still hasn’t been able to find
out if Masters’ streak is any kind of play-
off record, but the 30-year-old Kitchener
native said it’s not on his mind.

“Honestly, I tried not to think about it

too much. In the playoffs, we’re just fo-
cused on putting in 60-minute efforts and
playing hard right to the end. At this time
of the year, it’s 100 per cent about team
success and the individual stuff goes on
the back burner.”

He added his experience in Tavistock
has been a memorable one.

“The organization and the volunteers
have been great. I can sense the town is
really getting behind this team, and we’re
looking forward to seeing the support
grow every weekend!”

Head coach Tyson Zehr said despite his
team’s first loss of the season, there’s no
time to hang their heads.

“It was a tight game and honestly could
have gone either way. There are definite-
ly a few areas we need to clean up, but
there’s no overreaction here. It’s playoff
hockey. One bounce can change a game.”

He added that the entire team, from the
management to the coaching staff and
down to the players, will be ready for the
weekend.

“I’m not concerned at all. We’ve got a
veteran group that’s been through this be-
fore. They all understand that we weren't
going to win 16 straight games. If any-
thing, a game like that fuels them.”

Game 3 is set for Saturday, March 6,
in Seaforth at 7:30 p.m., with Game 4 on
Sunday at 1:30 p.m. in Tavistock.

PJHL Roundup: Braves complete first-round sweep,
division semi-final matchups set

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

The Tavistock Braves steamrolled over
its first-round opponent in the Doherty
Division, a series win capped off with a
7-3 home-ice victory last Wednesday over
the Paris Titans.

The Braves jumped out to a 4-0 lead
after 40 minutes and were led by Tyler
Brezynskie’s two goals, while Ethan
Stover, Yann Raskin, Carson Bernhardht,
Evan Palubeski, Keegan Metcalf and Felix
Isert-Bender added two points each.

Tavistock outscored Paris 26-10 and out-
shot them 183-103. The rough stuff con-
tinued during Game 4 as the Titans picked
up 47 penalty minutes and the Braves 29.
Paris earned 156 minutes during the series
compared to 96 for Tavistock.

“I’m happy with where our game is right
now, and the first round was a positive step
for us,” said Braves head coach Zac Berg.
“But at the end of the day, we haven’t ac-
complished anything yet. Our full atten-
tion is now on preparing for the second
round, and we know the challenge is only
going to get tougher.”

The Braves will have a bit of time off be-
fore facing the Norwich Merchants, some-
thing Berg is looking forward to.

“It’s always beneficial to get some rest
during a playoff run. It’s a physical time of
year, and getting healthy can give you a bit
of an edge. We’ve got a couple of practices

before the next round, and we’ll use that
time to stay sharp and make sure we’re
prepared for round two.”

He added the Tavistock community has
been supportive this season but is hopeful
for more support going forward.

“I think there’s still room for the com-
munity to take it to another level. These
players deserve a packed barn, and we’d
love to see even more people come out, get
loud and help make the atmosphere some-
thing special for them.”

The Braves averaged just over 200 fans
over two home games against the Titans.

Tavistock’s coaching staff picked up
some hardware recently, being named
the Doherty Division’s Coaching Staff of

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
The Braves bench staff have won the Doherty Division Coaching Staff of the Year. From left
to right are Jensen Van Boekel, Brody Oliver, Zac Berg and Jake Wiffen.

the Year after guiding the team to a sec-
ond-place finish after finishing last season
in seventh.

“Our focus is certainly on the playoffs,
but it’s nice to see the hard work of so
many people being recognized. This award
really speaks to the commitment of every-
one across the organization,” said Berg.

“I think we were chosen because of the
way our group improved and competed
all season. I think we are a hard team to
play against and other teams recognized
that. Any recognition we receive is really
because the players bought in and worked
hard to get where we are. Coaches don’t
win anything without players who are
willing to commit and do things the right

way.”

Berg said general manager Brent Lange
and the team’s scouting staff worked tire-
lessly to help build the roster and bring in
the right people.

“Our equipment and training staff
help keep the team prepared and healthy
on practice and game days, the support
staff are behind the scenes and make our
jobs easier, and obviously, the players are
the ones who execute, compete and make
this possible. This is truly an organization-
al award.”

Braves prepare for Applejacks

Wellesley took the season series, win-
ning four of the six matchups. The Braves
downed the Applejacks 4-2 in their last
meeting on Jan. 30. Each game was decid-
ed by two goals or less.

Wellesley defenceman Riley Noble has
been the team’s top performer so far in
the playoffs, earning nine points in four
games. Noble had 40 points in the regular
season, second in team scoring behind Ian
Speiran. In round one, eight Applejacks
players averaged a point or more per game.

Wellesley is coming off a four-game
sweep of Hespeler, a series where the
Applejacks outscored the Shamrocks 21-9.

Tavistock general manager Brent Lange
said his team matches up very well with
Wellesley and is expecting a great series.

“I know you mentioned they're playing
some of their best hockey right now, but I

Continued on page 24
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Continued from page 23

think if you look at our record in the last
two months, so are we. We won 10 of our
last 11 games of the year and got a point in
the last game as well. So, 21 of 22 points
in the last 11 games of the regular season
and won our first playoff round in four
straight. I think that is playing some pretty
good hockey as well, if you ask me.”

Lange said his team didn’t have its fi-
nal roster for the first five matchups with
the Applejacks, but the last game was
different.

“We finally had our team against them

and outplayed them for about 50 minutes
basically and even had two shorthanded
goals as well. But the regular season is in
the past now and it doesn't mean anything
anymore. It's about who wins four games
first now.”

The Braves were led offensively in
round one by defenceman Keaton Bartlett,
who racked up 10 points in four games.

“He did struggle a bit throughout the
season, but he's always been able to
bounce back bigger and stronger from
it. Things are going well for him of late,
and we want to keep that going for him,”

added Lange.

“He is a great leader for us who works
hard every night, no matter the outcome.
He is a great heads-up D-man who moves
very well and gets pucks on net. It's ex-
citing to know we still have him for two
more years.”

Merchants in tough with Navy Vets

Norwich will take on first-place
Woodstock in its second-round series.
The Navy Vets took the season series four
games to two, capped by a 2-1 Woodstock
win in their last head-to-head contest on
Jan. 18.

The Merchants will have to deal with
one of the league’s most explosive offenc-
es and the big three of Charley Barnes,
Owen Ireton and Cooper Vickerman.

Norwich disposed of the New Hamburg
Firebirds in five games, including a series
clinching 4-2 road win on Saturday night.
Jayden Fischer and Cayden Livingston
found the back of the net for the Firebirds
who were outshot 35-30 in the game.
The loss snaps a two-year run as Doherty
Division playoff champions for New
Hamburg.

The Tavistock Curling Club: Half a century of curling

ROBERT REID
Tavistock Curling Club

A half century of curling is being cel-
ebrated this year by members of the
Tavistock Curling Club.

The club's founding and growth has been
characterized by the contributions of vol-
unteers who enjoy curling while simulta-
neously offering their skillset wherever
it can best serve the club. It has not been
revealed if any single curlers met their fu-
ture spouses while curling at the Tavistock
Curling Club, but certainly many married
couples have enjoyed the sport together.
Curling is, after all,

acknowledged as a highly social game.

Wayne and Carol Shewfelt are one of
those married couples, first introduced
to the club by Wayne Shewfelt’s boss at
the local veterinary clinic, early in the
club’s history. Since retiring from veteri-
nary work, Wayne Shewfelt has joined the
group of volunteers responsible for install-
ing and maintaining the two sheets of ice
contained in the building that is attached to
the East Zorra-Tavistock municipal hock-
ey rink.

After the club was first established by
50 members in October of 1976, electing
Kenneth Schwantz as president, curlers
shared an arena with the local hockey
teams. The first night of curling was on
Nov. 11 at 7 p.m. The first Fun Day, now an
annual event, was held April 9, 1977, with
the 40 curlers taking a break between two
draws to share a bucket of fried chicken.

The hacks providing footing for launch-
ing curlers down the ice to release rocks
in play were taken in and out as required
by Lorne Yausie, the arena ice maker,
to accommodate the hockey schedule.
According to Wayne Shewfelt, Yausie
would get some slushy snow, pack it on
and freeze it to the ice with the hacks im-
bedded in the slush to provide a launching
foothold.

When it came time to remove the hacks,
Yausie would often have to give the hacks
a tremendous, loud whack with a wooden
club to remove them.

The roof structure in the old arena — re-
placed in 1995 with the current facili-
ty — leaked in a few places which creat-
ed bumps on the ice that could provide a
launching pad of a different kind for stones
thrown with some force. Curlers would of-
ten have to scrape the ice during a game to
remove the ridges created by the dripping
roof, Carol Shewfelt recalled.

“It was more luck than skill getting a

rock from one end of the ice to the other,”
she said.

Whether a game had reached its required
number of ends or not when it was time to
get ready for a hockey game, the curling
stopped.

“When we heard the loud noise of the
tractor starting up, we knew we had to get
off the ice,” she added.

If a game was running slightly past its
allotted time of 10 p.m. to make way for
hockey practice, one curler would have to
stand by the hacks to protect them from
being taken out if the game was to be fin-
ished, said Keith Wiffen, one of the club’s
first ice makers.

Regarding the two-or-three-inch-high
ice ridges, it was possible to see the bottom
of a stone as it flew over them, he added.

Wiffen and wife, Chris, were original
club members with Chris Wiffen serving
as board secretary and bar manager even
years after she was no longer curling.

Keith Wiffen, along with club members
Gary Zehr and Bill Green, were the first
ice makers in the new facility. Collectively,
they were identified with the acronym
“KGB.” It became known that you didn’t
argue with the KGB in trying to blame a
poor game result on bad ice as curlers are
known to do.

Keith Wiffen attributes the ice-making
abilities acquired by the Tavistock trio to
Brantford Curling Club ice maker Shorty
Jenkins. They worked with Jenkins when
The Briar was held in Brantford, a peri-
od when Jenkins slept on a portable cot in
the arena for the duration of the national
event.

The Tavistock ice men have upgraded
those skills via courses made available by
the Ontario Curling Association and some
experimentation to get better results on
home ice.

“We had half an idea we knew what we
were doing,” Keith Wiffen said.

The job comes with some challenges and
dangers on the ice. A fall while preparing
the ice for a Saturday event resulted in
Keith Wiffen being taken from the rink to
hospital by ambulance.

With a spacious lounge and licensed bar
in the current curling facility, it is tradi-
tional for the winning teams to buy losing
teams a shared drink.

Chris Wiffen recalled working with
Randy Schwartzentruber to acquire the li-
quor license.

“I enjoyed everything I did with the club
and wish I was still curling,” she said now
that both she and her husband are retired

from the sport.

In the old arena, the options were far
fewer for winners treating the losing
teams, mostly buying them licorice from
the confectionary booth.

The schedule for curling was also
quite limited with ice available only on
Wednesdays on five sheets. There were
two draws in one day to accommodate all
the curlers and occasionally three draws as
required.

The start-up of a tractor was not the
only noise in the arena. The sound of corn
brooms slapping against the ice to sweep
rocks was very noticeable — much louder
than the brush brooms that replaced the
corn brooms.

The club has hosted a Learn to Curl pro-
gram for adults along with a youth pro-
gram for Grade 8 students for 40 years at
no cost. Public schools from Tavistock and
Hickson originally took part with Hickson
no longer participating because of a lack
of bus transportation.

Some students eventually became full
curling club members and today, as adults,
their children represent the second genera-
tion of youth curlers.

“One of the young curlers asked me,
‘Are you still here?’” said Carol Shewfelt,
now in her 46th year of curling.

With fundraising going well for a hock-
ey arena, the township asked the curling
club if it wanted to be part of the project.

“We were given a wall and a floor,” she
continued, “with the club taking responsi-
bility for adding the rest needed for curling
in the interior space.”

Fundraising for the curling club portion
of the arena began with a number of club
members offering sizable loans as a means
of finance. Those loans, totalling $18,000,
were eventually paid back in a “loan burn-
ing ceremony” at an annual general meet-
ing (AGM) held at the Legion Hall in
Tavistock.

AGMs were eventually moved to the
curling club itself. The Tavistock Curling
Club has always been a volunteer-based
club.

“People pitch in with things that need to
be done,” Carol Shewfelt said.

Randy and Diane Schwartzentruber
are another longtime couple from the
club with Diane Schwartzentruber join-
ing in 1978 a year or two before Randy
Schwartzentruber, who has served as the
club’s treasurer for 40 years.

Diane Schwartzentruber was encour-
aged to join the curling club by her mother,
Shirley Binkle, who no longer curls while

her daughter carries on.

“I’m still here so (the club) must be
good,” said Diane Schwartzentruber, the
member who has been with the club the
longest.

Curling ended a bit early in the spring of
1995 so builders could get a start on con-
structing the new facility. Work progressed
in an efficient and orderly manner with the
facility open in time for the following curl-
ing season in the new building on the same
site as the old arena it replaced.

Since most of the club members were
new curlers, instructions on playing the
game along with a code of conduct was
issued, which remains applicable today.
For example, “When a member of a team
misses a crucial shot, the other members
should not find fault. They should humour
and encourage him. He will already be
feeling bad.”

Women made up half of the membership
but were perhaps not as sensitive about
missing a shot as described in the message
addressed to male curlers.

Membership in the club peaked in 2022
at 172. The current number stands at 133
with a variety of curling options offered
across a weekly schedule. Membership
declined during the COVID-19 pandemic
when the club was required to close for the
2020-2021 season.

The  experience  of  accountant
and longtime club treasurer Randy
Schwartzentruber proved valuable in deal-
ing with federal government requirements
and assistance programs through a diffi-
cult financial period for the club.

To accommodate as many curlers as
possible, the club continues to introduce
new curling options, including, most re-
cently, mixed doubles — male and female
players comprising a team and yet another
gender-balanced means of meeting people
from the community.

Canadian wheelchair curler Mark Ideson
will be the guest speaker at the curling
club’s AGM on Thursday, June 11, with
drinks at 6 p.m. and a banquet to follow
at 7 p.m. Ideson won a gold medal in the
Paralympic Games in Sochi in 2014.

Curling club board members have ex-
pressed their wishes to connect with as
many past club members as possible
through this 50th celebration of the club’s
founding. Tickets for this commemorative
event can be purchased for $30 by con-
tacting the club at tavistockcurlingclub@
gmail.com or 519-301-5820.
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Breaking Elements dance
team takes the stage

DIANE DANEN

Gazette Correspondent

The Elite Company Competitive
Team from Breaking Elements Dance
Company in Tavistock took to the stage
over the weekend for a special showcase
performance.

Held at the Tavistock Memorial Hall, the
event gave dancers the opportunity to per-
form the routines they have been working
on all season before heading off to com-
petitions in Niagara-on-the-Lake, Guelph,
Oakville and nationals in Collingwood.

For the dancers, it was a chance to cel-
ebrate months of hard work, while giving
loved ones the opportunity to see the re-
sults of their efforts and cheer them on.
More than 100 people filled the audience,
providing a strong show of support for the
team.

During intermission, Kolbie Vanderploeg
was announced as the winner of the Dream
Duffle raffle, receiving a loud cheer and
warm round of applause. The evening
wrapped up with everyone joining to-
gether to sing “Happy Birthday” to Blake
Willsey as she celebrated her eighth birth-
day. She was presented with a cupcake as
the crowd applauded.

Owned and operated by Brooklyn Ross
and Emma Haggit, Breaking Elements
Dance Company officially opened its
doors at the Francis Building on March
18, 2025, though classes had been running
since September 2024. The studio first
held lessons at Trinity Lutheran Church
in Tavistock before relocating to memo-
rial hall while renovations were complet-
ed at their permanent home in the former
Francis Furniture Building.

What started with just 20 students has
quickly expanded. The studio now enrolls
54 full-term students, and with part-time
and adult participants included, total en-
rollment has reached about 70.

Ross and Haggit met while teaching at
the same dance company and soon realized

they shared a dream of opening a studio of
their own. Tavistock, with its strong sense
of community and small-town charm, felt
like the perfect fit. The fact there were few
dance options in the immediate area con-
firmed the need.

Ross and Haggit say their goal is simple;
to offer strong technical training within a
fun, welcoming, family-focused environ-
ment where every dancer feels encour-
aged, valued and excited to walk through
the studio doors.

Breaking Elements offers competitive,
pre-competitive and non-competitive
programs, with all dancers participating
in the same technique classes to ensure
well-rounded training. Seven age groups
are available: kinderdance (18 months
to three years), tiny (three to five years),
mini (six to eight years), junior (nine to
11 years), intermediate (12-14 years), teen
(15-17 years) and adult (18 and older).

Classes include ballet, jazz, tap, acro,
hip hop, lyrical, contemporary, tumbling
and combo/kinderdance classes, a variety
class offering ballet, jazz and acro. Adult
dancers can also take part in six-week ses-
sions featuring alternating styles.

Both owners bring more than 15 years
of dance experience each, teaching pro-
fessionally for over six years. Ross is a
trained NCCP gymnastics coach and has
taught both recreational and pre-competi-
tive gymnastics, along with several years
of recreational and competitive dance
instruction. Haggit began teaching as a
young student teacher and has experience
instructing both recreational and competi-
tive dancers and choreographing competi-
tive routines.

Families interested in joining the com-
pany can request a trial class before reg-
istering. Summer programs are also avail-
able. Registration for upcoming sessions
opened March 1.

For more

information, Breaking

Elements Dance Company can be found
on Instagram at @breakingelementsdc.

(DIANE DANEN PHOTO)

Dancers from the Elite Company team at Breaking Elements Dance Company pose together
after performing their routine, Rise, joined by their teachers, Miss Brooklyn Ross and Miss
Emma Haggit. Front row (left to right): Blake Willsey, Maeve Gunn, Aurelia Bowman, Ava
Fuhr and Kolbie Vanderploeg. Back row (left to right): Ross, Elliot Beattie, Kacey DeWeter-

ing, Madison Hilts, Cailee McNicol and Hagagit.

Gazette Puzzles
MAPLE SYRUP SEASON
KCAHSRAGUSZAJPMHUZMI
CWFBQIWBWSYODBENMYZ CR
TYLNZUTWVTUZFXI AEOVE
REVERSEOSMOSI SPJUXYR
FBJRVYLVCSGKQLOYRBGA
RITWYYONZKEDBEOHTLTI ODYV
l YLBGUXLBRGSTSMQGOPD
WERTDNNDAIYEUSWUTFNGE
NLPQEWIBXRZGBMSAUJBRS
S YARARALUWBCI AAGCI AP
HNS I Y Z I PI CZFNEIRFEDG
NS I KEOQNQOKTGTS SDVV I D
S FUJQOLGGBBESSOABMNH
ONRBCUNSPI LETOPUJXTFGL
KWQSRI BCTEAYWOZNBHII T
BOHXPAMPHTRKRACSVRPD
LWAPGYGTXQXABHTRVTWYV
CSAI RFQUQMTHCLQZBZPZJ
I TQTFJDJSOFWDXNXUJVBLE
OPQVFFJNRSKHJIWMAOZWL
Boiling Maple Syrup Sugar Bush
Bucket Reverse Osmosis Sugar Shack
Evaporator Sap Tapping
Filtering Spile Tubing
Grading Steam Wood Fire

SPONSORED BY:
D VOU MAKE A ,I ARRIA ,‘ ORT 0 "
T . XY A
= =TT DING- AINLESS, ¢

( MEET MILLER!

Miller has been waiting almost a whole year
in our care for someone to choose him. Miller
is a young, large breed mix with a big love for
the outdoors and an even bigger heart. He's
looking for an active home where he can go
on long walks, explore, and spend time with
his people. He's a talker and loves to "chat,"
especially when he's excited. Miller is still
learning his basics, such as leash manners,
sit, and not jumping up. But he's eager to
learn and thrives with consistent guidance. If
you're looking for a fun, energetic companion
who's always up for an adventure, Miller
might just be your perfect match! Learn more
at kwsphumane.ca/adopt/dogs

\\
SPONSORED BY:

TLCPETFOOD  "i<

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.ticpetfood.com
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What’s the skinny on sea moss?

HEAPS OF
HEALTHY
TIPS

By Mercedes Kay Gold

I am hearing a lot about sea
moss. Should I take it?

Sea moss is a nutrient-dense
algae in an array of colours from
brown to yellow to purple and
black, but the most common
one is red. Irish moss, its more
popular name, grows along rocky
Atlantic coasts between Europe
and North America.

Sea moss is the only natural
source of carrageenan; a
thickening agent widely used in
plant-based milks and even baby
formulas.

This edible marine vegetable is
also harvested for supplements
in capsules, gummies, powder or
dried for those who want to make
their own gel. With the wide
range of flavours, I recommend
first-time testers go with the

ready-to-use option. For the faint
of heart, there are fabulously
flavourful fresh-pressed juices
with sea moss added.

Sea moss is all-natural and
linked to body-boosting benefits.
Because algae are all about
iodine, supporting the thyroid
tops the list. The body doesn’t
produce iodine on its own and
fluoride and chlorine deplete
the body, putting you at risk for
hypothyroidism.

There are studies linking sea
moss to reducing cholesterol,
blood pressure and the risk of
heart disease.

One key component in algae is
fucoxanthin and researchers are
hoping algae will reduce high
blood sugar in humans, not just
mice. This holistic nutritionist

is looking forward to future
findings.

For plant-based eaters, anemia
is often an issue and sea moss is
an absorbable source of iron.

Sea moss is a pre-biotic,
feeding the gut with good bacteria
and laying the foundation
for probiotics to work more
effectively. Gut health is linked
to improved mood and a strong
immune system.

Taurine, an amino acid, is
found in sea moss and linked to
muscle-building and energy.

This health expert loves a
stocked smoothie for a busy bee
lifestyle and mini picky eaters.
With the right fruits, veggies
and herbs, a smoothie is a whirl
away from fueling cells. The only
trap is boredom and the potential
for deficiencies using the same
ingredients repeatedly.

Sea moss is a great break
from the same old, same old.
A tablespoon is less than 10
calories but provides a sprinkle
of calcium, iron, magnesium,
phosphorus, zinc and copper.
Zinc and copper are two minerals
that work in tandem. Due to over-
farming, the tiny, trace amount
we need for optimal function is

(VECTEEZY PHOTO)

Sea moss, a nutrient-dense algae harvested from coastlines, is gaining
popularity for its potential thyroid, heart and gut-health benefits.

deficient in most humans. We
tend to over supplement zinc in
the cold months hoping to ward
off the cold or flu and forget
copper is crucial. The ratio of
copper to zinc is all-important.
Sea moss would be a stellar
source.

For optimal health and
longevity, it’s critical to flood the
body with all the antioxidants,
vitamins and minerals, not
favouring any one specifically.
Adding sea moss to your protocol
a few times a week in lieu of

another is forward thinking.
Consistency is key to health along
with variety. For example, wild
blueberries offer boatloads of
anthocyanins, heart helpers, but
pineapple is a bromelain bonanza
linked to digestive support.

There’s no shortage of sea moss
options, but the flavoured gel is
the perfect oatmeal, yogurt or
cottage cheese topper.

Always check with your
physician for contraindications to
prescriptions before starting any
new supplement.

Has spring actually come early?

DESK

By Galen Simmons

FROM THE
EDITOR'S

As the clock springs forward
this weekend and we get more
daylight later into the evening,
and as we look ahead to dou-
ble-digit temperatures with lots of
rain over the next week or so, I’ve
been hearing a lot about how win-
ter has released its icy grip and
spring has sprung.

Sure, I’ve also been encouraged
by the weather as of late. The sun
is shining, the birds are chirping
and the snow seems to be falling
with much less frequency and
intensity. I haven’t shovelled the

driveway — even a little bit — in
over a week.

But we’ve played this game be-
fore. A thaw in mid-February to
early March fools us into think-
ing the worst of winter is in the
rearview. We chip the ice from the
end of our driveway, put away the
snow shovels and winter coats,
and trade our boots for shoes as
if we won’t need that thick tread
under our feet until the snow flies
again in the fall.

Yet Mother Nature is a fick-
le mistress. As soon as we think
we’re safe and we’ve let our col-

lective guard down, she likes to
catch us unaware with one more
blast of winter — a blizzard, an ice
storm, or a deep freeze that turns
the driveway into a sheet of ice
that makes me wish I’d traded my
boots for skates instead of shoes.

Even our most trusted animal
harbingers of spring don’t always
get it right. I’ve seen robins hid-
ing from snowstorms in the un-
dergrowth, and I’'m pretty sure
that damned groundhog has been
wrong more times than he’s been
right.

While I admit willful ignorance
bordering on blind optimism is
the strategy that gets many of us
through winter’s darkest days and
longest nights, constantly mov-
ing the goalposts of spring a lit-
tle farther ahead until the warmer
weather is actually here to stay,
as Canadians, we know the truth
deep down in our woolen socks.

Winter will depart when it’s
good and ready. At this point in
March, there is no meteorologist
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As clocks spring forward and hints of warmth arrive, Canadians know
better than to pack away the winter clothes just yet.

on the planet who can convince
me otherwise. And while I may
not always choose to wear my
boots or my winter jacket when I
go out in the coming weeks, you
better believe I'm not putting
them away for the season — at

least not yet.

As for my winter tires, they’ll
come off in May or June — or may-
be in July if I put that off for too
long again — when Mother Nature
couldn’t possibly throw another
flake of snow our way.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN TheWilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CONTACT HEATHER DUNBAR AT 226.261.1837 OR HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Some quirky twists to a visit to Seville

OH, THE
PLACES
WE'LL GO

By Paul Knowles

The setting could not have been
more pleasant. We were seated
with some friends at a table in
front of a tapas restaurant, a short
walk from the impressive Seville
Cathedral. We were sampling ter-
rific local tastes, nicely comple-
mented by a jug of sangria. Per-
haps two jugs.

And then, within minutes of our
being seated, a group of musicians
wandered by, played for about 45
seconds, and then rather aggres-
sively passed the hat among all of
us partaking in al fresco lunches.
Cute, we thought.

Except, perhaps four minutes
later, another performing group
did the same thing. And then an-
other. Singers, drummers, jug-
glers and finally some rather tal-
ented acrobats. Between donating
yet again, or trying to ignore the
proffered collection hat, we bare-
ly had opportunity to eat!

So, am I knocking Spain’s
fifth-largest city, the capital of
the beautiful southern Andalusia
region? No. We enjoyed our visit
to Seville. It just seems like ev-
erything here is kicked up a few
intense notches from the more
laid-back atmosphere we encoun-
tered in the communities we vis-
ited during our Senior Discovery
Tours stay on the Costa del Sol.

For example: the cathedral,
itself. The Seville Cathedral is
overwhelming. It’s the largest
gothic cathedral in the world, and
the third largest church after only
St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican
and St. Paul’s in London, En-
gland.

The church’s history dates back
before the actual founding of the
church — and if that seems con-
fusing, it’s because of the rich his-
tory of this region of Spain, which
was once ruled by the Moors,
who were Moslem. So, the cathe-
dral actually includes elements of
the mosque that was built in the
1100s. After the Moors were de-
feated, construction of the cathe-
dral was begun around 1401 and,
as was typical of such grand proj-
ects, building continued for more
than a century. The cathedral’s
belltower, known as the Giralda,
was originally the minaret of the
mosque.

Today, the cathedral (officially
the Cathedral of Saint Mary of
the See), and the Moorish palace

known as the Alcazar, are part of
the historic centre of Seville, all
designated as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.

Back to the cathedral itself; it’s
ornate, rich, full of art and stained
glass. The Chapter House — where
the monks and clergy once held
meetings and heard readings
from Scripture and the rule of St.
Benedict — is lavishly decorated.

But perhaps the most striking
thing in the Cathedral is an enor-
mous tomb, which bears a plaque
that reads, “Tomb of Christopher
Colon; Remains with historical
certainty (exhumation carried out
in 2003).”

This is the impressive resting
place of Christopher Columbus
and therein lies a story. Columbus
died in 1506 in Valladolid, Spain,
the site of his original grave. But
because of his important role
in Spain’s history, his body was
soon moved to Seville. But it did
not stay there. In 1542, Columbus’
remains followed the route of his
own nautical adventures — it was
taken by ship to what is now the
Dominican Republic and interred
in the Cathedral of Santa Maria.

But in 1795, when Spain lost
control of the Dominican Re-
public, Columbus’ remains were
again on the move, this time to
Havana, Cuba. There, he was
re-buried in a very impressive
tomb, and there he rested for
about a century until 1899, when
not only Columbus’ remains, but
also the entire elaborate tomb,
was transported to Seville, and
installed in the cathedral.

But the story doesn’t end there.
Some people argue Columbus’

body never left the Dominican
Republic, and even today, a box
with an inscription indicating it
contains Columbus’ remains can
be found on that island.

So, the Spanish authorities de-
cided to answer the question once
and for all. In 2003, Columbus’
remains were again disturbed,
DNA testing was carried out and
it was conclusively proven that
the explorer was, indeed, now
resident in the Seville Cathedral.

It must be noted that when you
visit the cathedral, and Colum-
bus’ tomb in particular, he is
lauded in a very politically incor-
rect manner. There is no hint that
Columbus did not “discover” any-
thing, because the Americas were
already well populated by people,
nor that his work led to the hor-
rors of colonialization. It felt like
we were back in the day when
our knowledge of this bit of his-
tory was contained in the jingle,
“In fourteen hundred ninety-two,
Columbus sailed the ocean blue.”
Turns out, the story is a lot more
complicated than that.

There is much more to see in
this city that attracts several mil-
lion visitors a year. One rather
unusual site is “Spain Square,” an
impressive sprawling architectur-
al gem, complete with fountains
and canals. You would swear that
it dates back centuries, but the
whole thing was actually creat-
ed in 1928 as the site of the Ibe-
ro-American Exposition of 1929,
an event hosted by Spain. It was
probably an attempt on the part of
Spain to assert its role among all
of the Spanish-speaking countries
that were once colonies of Spain.
I love the fact that it was used as
a location for both a Star Wars
movie and a Simply Red music
video. I wonder what Christopher
Columbus would think of Obi-
Wan Kenobi or Mick Hucknall.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and past president
of the Travel Media Association
of Canada. To contact Paul about
travel, his books, or speaking
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
The ornate Chapter House in the Seville Cathedral.

The choir in Seville Cathedral.
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The cost of protecting the people we love

INTERFAITH
COUNSELLING
CENTRE

By John Dinner

Most of us learn early on that love and
protection go hand in hand. Parents soothe
children by absorbing their fears; friends
show loyalty by shouldering burdens;
partners try to fix each other’s problems
— often before the other person has even
asked.

So, it’s no wonder that, as adults, many
of us instinctively try to shield the people
closest to us from our own stress, disap-
pointment or struggle. It feels noble; it

feels selfless; it feels like the right thing
to do.

But the instinct to protect can become a
barrier to genuine connection. Part of the
problem is that “protecting” often means
limiting what we share with those clos-
est to us. We hide financial worries so
our partner won’t stress. We keep career
frustrations to ourselves because we don’t
want to burden a friend who already has
a lot going on. We put on a brave face for
our children, even when we feel lost.

Over time, we can present a version of
ourselves that is smoother than reality —
an edited story that leaves out the messier
chapters.

The trouble is real intimacy can’t grow
in altered spaces. Relationships deepen
when people share not just victories, but
vulnerabilities as well. When we keep our
struggles hidden, we deprive those around
us of the chance to understand us more
fully. It may also send an unintended mes-
sage: “I don’t trust you to handle this with

There s another cost to this habit of pro-
tective silence. When we never let others
see our weaknesses, they may start to be-
lieve we don’t have any. That can make
their own challenges feel heavier by com-
parison. What begins as an effort to protect
can morph into an unspoken pressure for
others to be equally invulnerable. The re-
lationship becomes a performance instead
of a partnership.

Of course, there’s a difference between
honesty and oversharing. Authentic rela-
tionships don’t require us to dump every
fleeting feeling at someone’s feet. They
simply require we resist the temptation to
perform when we don’t feel strong. Vul-
nerability isn’t a demand for rescue; it’s an
invitation for closeness.

The needed shift can start small. Tell a
friend that something at work is weighing
on you instead of insisting everything is
fine. Admit to a partner that you’re anx-
ious about a big life decision. Allow your-

self to say, “I’m having a rough week,”
even when you’d rather pretend otherwise.
These openings give others permission to
show up — not to fix your life, but to ac-
company you through it.

What many people discover is the act of
sharing a burden rarely places weight on
the listener. Instead, it distributes weight
in a way that makes both people feel stron-
ger. When someone we love confides in
us, we don’t feel burdened, we feel trusted.

Protecting our loved ones from every
challenge might come from a place of care
but letting them in is a deeper kind of love.
Authentic relationships aren’t built on per-
fect lives, they’re built on shared ones.

John Dinner is a registered psychother-
apist who works as a counsellor at Inter-
faith Counselling Centre in New Hamburg.
He grew up in our individualistic society
thinking he had to carry life’s load entirely
on his own. No more.

Collectors preserve history of Dryburgh wood planes

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Across Perth County and neighbouring
communities, collectors treasure every-
thing from antique automobiles and trac-
tors to vintage construction tools.

Among the more unique items care-
fully preserved by local enthusiasts are
handcrafted wooden planes — tools once
essential to carpenters shaping lumber for
homes, churches and public buildings.

These are not planes that take to the
skies, but traditional woodworking tools
used to smooth and shape wood long be-
fore modern power equipment existed. In
North Easthope Township, one craftsman
in particular left a lasting mark on the

region’s building history.

John Dryburgh, originally from Dundee,
Scotland, began making his carefully
handcrafted wood planes in 1837. After
training other plane makers, he emigrat-
ed to Canada in 1856, first settling in
Toronto before moving in 1858 to Lot
29, Concession 10 in North Easthope
Township, west of Hampstead.

From 1858-1881, Dryburgh produced
wooden planes from his own blueprints on
the North Easthope farm. His tools were
used in the construction of many century
homes, churches and municipal buildings
throughout Perth, Oxford and Waterloo
counties.

When the Dryburgh farm was sold in
1881, his sons, John Jr. and William,

moved to Bright in Oxford County where
they continued crafting Dryburgh wood
planes until 1905. Their father later relo-
cated to Manitoulin Island, taking his orig-
inal blueprints with him.

Today, much of that history is being pre-
served by local collectors Darryl Ehnes of
Shakespeare and John Huiser of Stratford.

Ehnes has assembled a collection of 43
Dryburgh wood planes, all made during
the North Easthope years between 1858
and 1881. He focuses exclusively on
planes produced at the original township
location, appreciating the craftsmanship
and local heritage tied to each piece.

Meanwhile, Huiser began collecting
Dryburgh planes 40 years ago. Now own-
ing farms south of Fairview in Oxford

County, he has built an impressive col-
lection of 115 planes. Huiser recently dis-
played part of his collection at the 30th
annual Heritage Fair in St. Marys.

Among his prized pieces is a rare plow
wood plane. Though he has received nu-
merous offers from fellow collectors eager
to purchase it, Huiser has chosen to keep
the plane as part of his extensive and care-
fully curated collection.

Through the efforts of collectors like
Ehnes and Huiser, the legacy of John
Dryburgh’s craftsmanship — and a small
but significant chapter of local woodwork-
ing history — continues to be remembered
and appreciated.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)
North Easthope’s Jim Campbell and Shakespeare’s Darryl
Ehnes look over Ehnes’ collection of 43 Dryburgh wood planes
made on Lot 29, Concession 10 in North Easthope Township,
where John Dryburgh settled in 1858. Ehnes collects only
those made in North Easthope between 1858 and 1881.

Stratford’s John Huiser is shown as an exhibitor at the recent 30th annual Heritage Fair in St. Marys. Huiser began collecting
Dryburgh wood planes 40 years ago and now has 115 in his collection. The bottom photo shows a rare plow wood plane that
remains one of the highlights of his collection.
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Serving
Ontario
Agricul ture
since 1966!

B-W FEED & SUPPLY

BEYOND NUTRITION “w,
WWW .BWFEED.CA e 519-662-1773

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - MARCH/APRIL 2026

Family owned
&
Operated

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

2 p.m.

Service prepared by WDP committee of
Nigeria "I will give your rest: come"
Hillcrest Mennonite Church,

1056 Huron St. New Hamburg

SATURDAY, MARCH 7

Optimist Club of Petersburg Bottle Drive
9:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

Also accepting food bank donations.

1239 Notre Dame Drive Petersburg

TUESDAY, MARCH 10

East Zorra-Tavistock Special Council
Meeting (budget)

9a.m.

Council Chambers

89 Loveys Street East, Hickson

Wellesley Council meeting
6:45p.m.

Council chambers

4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill

Optimist Club of Wilmot's St. Patrick's
Day Craft and Gift Sale

10a.m.-3p.m.

Over 35 vendor tables. Proceeds go to
supporting youth in our community.
Wilmot Recreation Complex,

1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

TUESDAY, MARCH 17

Perth East council meeting
7 p-m.

Council chambers

25 Mill Street East, Milverton

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18

Community Care Concepts Lunch and
Fellowship

12 p.m.

Please register by Mar 13 by calling 519-664-
1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.

Wilmot Recreation Complex,

1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
7p.-m.

Council Chambers

89 Loveys Street East, Hickson

The

Wilmot-Tavistock

Gazette

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: thewtgazette@gmail.com

Oxford Philatelic Society OXPEX & OTEX
2026 Stamp Show

9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Free admission and parking.

Framed and Judged exhibits, Stamp dealers,
youth gift bags, Sales Circuit, draw prizes.
Contact: dhfe@silomail.com

Web: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford

St. Mary's Catholic High School,

431 Juliana Drive, Woodstock

MONDAY, MARCH 23

Wilmot Council meeting
7-10 p.m.

Council chambers

60 Snyder’s Road W, Baden

"LIFE WORTH LIVING"

7 p-m.

The one-hour film was produced by
Woodstock native, Alex Schadenberg,
Executive Director of Euthanasia Prevention
Coalition and will be followed by a Q & A
session with Alex. Admission is free. For
more information, please email info@
oxfordcountyrighttolife.com

Woodstock Polish Hall,

878 Dufferin Street, Woodstock

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25

Community Care Concepts Lunch and
Fellowship

12 p.m.

Please register by Mar 20 by calling 519-664-
1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.

Linwood Community Centre,

5279 Ament Line, Linwood

Community Solar Forum

6:30 -9 p.m.

A collaborative discussion featuring local
stakeholders & experts. Free admission.
Wilmot Recreation Complex,

1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

SATURDAY, MARCH 28

The Nith Valley EcoBoosters are hosting
another Repair Café

9:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

Skilled volunteer fixers will be on hand for
mechanical, woodworking, sewing, mending,
knitting, crocheting, jewelry and book repairs.
Contact us at: nvebrepaircafe@gmail.com or
check out www.nvecoboosters.com

Zion United Church,

215 Peel St., New Hamburg

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

¢ The Community Calendar allows non-profit organizations to promote their free admission
community events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location
as well as contact information (ie phone number, email address or website).
¢ If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, The
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette offers the following options for promoting your community events:
o Coming Events Word Ad (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
o Coming Events Boxed Word Ad (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
o Display Ad - Sizes begin at a Small Classified Display ad (3.3" x 2.5") - $35 + hst

Optimist Club of Wilmot's Easter Egg Hunt
Registration starts at 10:30 a.m.

Hunt starts at 11 a.m.

Beck Park

215 Snyder's Rd E, Baden

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8

Tavistock Community Health(T.C.H.1.)
annual meeting

7p-m.

New board members are needed. Please
Contact Frank Meconi at 519-655-2178 or
email fameconi@rogers.com. Everyone
welcome.

Tavistock Men'’s Club Hall

78 Woodstock St N, Tavistock

SATURDAY, APRIL 11

Swing into Spring - Craft Sale

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Free admission

Morningside Adult Community

Off Hwy 8 at Bleams & Bergy, New Hamburg

MORNING & EVENING BIBLE READING

Read the Bible in a Year in Community
Morning meeting 6:00 a.m. daily
Evening meeting 6:00 p.m. daily

Contact Arthur Rosh if interested.

Phone number: 226-899-1551

Email address: arthur.rosh@gmail.com
Location to be determined in New Hamburg,
Tavistock, Baden, Wellesley, New Dundee, St.
Agatha, Shakespeare, Petersburg, Hickson,
Punkeydoodle’s Corner and area

EVERY WEDNESDAY

TOPS - Taking off Pounds Sensibly
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.

TOPS is a non-judgmental weight loss
support group. Need help on your weight loss
journey. For info call Cathie 519-662-9273.

St James Church, Baden

Wednesday Night Euchre at the New
Hamburg Legion

Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

65 Boulee St., New Hamburg

SRD THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH

TAVISTOCK MENS CLUB MEETINGS
Dinner at 6.15

No meetings in July and August
Welcome to attend. Phone: 519-655-3573
Website: tavistockmensclub.ca

78 Woodstock St N

Oxford Philatelic Society

Meetings: 2nd Tuesday (2-4 p.m.) and 4th
Tuesday (7 to 9 p.m.)

September to May

If you have never belonged to a stamp club,
now’s the time. Meet new friends, grow your
knowledge and collection.

Contact: Don Eaton dhfe@silomail.com
Website: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford
Church of the Epiphany

560 Dundas Street, Woodstock Ontario N4S 1C7

FREE SENIORS ACTIVITIES

Tavistock Seniors Activities @ Tavistock
Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St. Tavistock ON,
except Shuffleboard

Pickleball Monday, Wednesday and Friday
afternoon, 12-4 p.m. Contact: Don Junker
519-535-7052

Cards Monday , Wednesday afternoon 1-4
p.m., euchre, crib (bring board), etc. Just drop
in to play, good to bring someone . Contact:
Bob Routly 519-301-2118

Inside walking Monday & Wednesday morn-
ing 8.30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Contact: Larry Brown
519-240-6715

Crokinole Monday , Wednesday morning
8.30 a.m. - 12 p.m., Just drop in to play, good
to bring someone. Contact: John Schultz
519-655-2346

Shuffleboard @ arena, Wednesday 12:30-4
and Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Contact: Don
Junker 519-535-7052.

VON Smart Seniors Exercise, Tuesday and
Thursday morning 9 - 10 a.m.; Village Manor
10:25 - 11:25 a.m. Contact: 519-539-1231 X 6285

SUBSCRIBE TO THE
GAZETTE TO HAVE IT
DELIVERED IN YOUR MAIL!
The cost is $75.00
for a year
PAYMENT CAN BE MADE BY
Cheque mailed to: PO Box 2310,

St Marys ON N4X 1A2

OR dropped off at:

D&D Homestyle Cuisine & Café,
8 Woodstock St N, Tavistock
OR call: 519-655-2341 with

credit card details

OR e-transfer:
granthavenmedia@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS

1. Jim Carrey 6. The Black Sea
FOR SALE 2. Tehr:';m . 7. Melatonin
Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears, 3. Medical Assistance 8. Loudness
peaches, plums, sweet and sour cherries, apricots, in Dying 9. The Oprah Winfrey
nectarines, blueberries, haskapp grapes, raspberries, 4. Raphael : sh
elderberries etc. Lots of spruce, pine, cedars for wind- - Raphae ow
break and privacy hedges. Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers 5. Infertility 10. Ecuador

ready to go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon-
Sat 7:00am to 6:00pm

Martin’s Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON
NOG 2X0 (1 Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line)

WANTED

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola,
Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether
Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches
and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive
etc. Any old oil cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc
Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out
stuff please contact me - 519-570-6920.

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Cuilmer

—— TESTIMONIAL —
[an McKie

Chair of Leadership and
Training, New Hamburg Legion
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“We want to thank you

TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD CONTACT: for the great ad!

HEATHER DUNBAR AT 226.261.1837 OR
HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM We had 70 people show up,
almost capacity! The seminar was
great. Dave Clark, our WRPS
officer, knew his stuff! Took us
through lots of issues and
examples; plus he answered
many great questions.
Thank you! This has hopefully
helped a lot of people avoid the
devastation of fraud.”

GRANT
HAVEN
MEDIA

Residents in our communities
trust our newspapers to provide
local news and information, let
me help you connect to our
readers with your local business.

To advertise with us, contact
Heather Dunbar at 226.261.1837
or heather@granthaven.com

heather@granthaven.com WZ{W{xRBkt:xy/

St. Marys Independent The Paris Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette STRATFORDHIIE ~ Woodstock ingersollEch) - Goderich Sun CD ayl i gh t S a Ui n g cﬁ me
Tileoubasg ROST DVOCATE NETE0R®FARMS ERVWMWSFARMS mienawFARMS LIMDY e
SIMCOELADVOCATE SPRING FORWARD SUNDAY, MARCH 8

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

ASSISTANCE AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE CABINETRY

- I SINS
TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM = MW1 COLLISION CENTRES . %’
‘ . o R/ CSN-E&L  Ryan Pacey 71 \ikes -
Pt Assistance for peogle & fam!lles in Ly e e T S ] 374 Hamiton Road, N!anag-er _ SELECTIVE
i Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson . gwt ;4\‘~3’\/iez";/(gamb“r9v;-_519:62b1892|_k CABINET =
FUII Se rvice I a@lienenca Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,
519-655-3500 : 24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276) Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers
tapisforyou@outlook.com Maintenance & Mike Foster  519-655-2874
NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS Repa"' on All To book your space o |
MakeS & MOdElS call Heather Dunbar www.selectivecustomcabinets.com
TAPISFORYOU.COM 272 Snyder's Road, Baden at 226.261.1837 or e-mail: selective @ sympatico.ca
matt@badenauto.ca heather@granthaven.com 380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

| TO BOOK YOUR SPACE, EMAIL THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM



The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Thursday, March 5, 2026 m

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

CHIROPRACTIC DENTAL EXCAVATING

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford
519-273-4404

COMPUTERS

73 PEELST, FLLNG
NEW HAMBURG m“‘&“\m\mm\
5196626720 |y qyggR MUSICH
JECESSORIES!
VIRUS REMOVAL

ON SITE AND IN-STORE SERVIGE

Fncus COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION
ﬂgcore Brian Stere

519-276-1851
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca « hstere@agcore.ca

RESIDENTIAL
AGRICULTURAL

COMMERCIAL

- New Buildings

and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

COUNSELLING

ol Soxcial Worker | Pychotherapks
T AW, REW

|CARPENTRY |

U _,.'. 34 Haron R, Wilisor O %08 5680
WENDY LANTE

Therapy L SERSR0-0088
B wjlantao rgers.com

+ Individuals e
& Couples 0 haepsy swendylante.ca

DENTAL

Tavistock/Dental

DR. KWON KIM

Offering V. Sedation,
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth
Replacement and Root Canal

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N.,
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO
Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca
tavistockdental.ca

STEN,
R %,

Y 5
GET NOTICED >
S

PROMOTE
YOUR
BUSINESS
HERE

\/\’ilmot Smiles

- Where omdes ove conbagious!
NEW HAMBURG, ONTARIO
SERVICES (all ages welcome): dental
cleaning & polishing (stain removal),
teeth whitening, custom sport
mouthguards, oral cancer screening,

denture cleanings & more!
ONLINE BOOKING @ www.wilmotsmiles.ca

226-880-1648 lisa@wilmotsmiles.ca

CONTRACTORS
ENTWISTL

I CONCRETE & [
DRIVEWAYS | PATIOS | WALK

STEPS | RETAINING WALLS
« EXPOSED AGGREGATE
01-5260
ail_.com

CUSTOM CONCRETE LT

Foundations  Floors ¢ Driveways ¢ Sidewalks
Jon Willsey 519-778-2616 Tavistock, ON

jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com
www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

e

DB

ADDITIONS * RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS
DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON 519-655-2825

Jw> JON WITZEL

CONTRACTING LTD.

> Residential e Commercial
Agricultural * jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

PO. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

ELECTRICAL

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar,
Automation Control and EV Charging

G Crescent Ridge

163 Hope St. W. Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
P.O. Box 495 Local: 519-655-6802
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO Email:info@crescentridge.ca

MO GK

ELECTRIC

BRADIN MoGK
(519) 535-4767 / mogkelectric@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  AGRICULTURAL

JEL=JOE
HAULAGE

EXCAVATING SERVICES l'i o Like us an
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator Facebook
Randy Fletcher 519-272-3641

HEALTH SERVICES

% REBAL ANCE

o Health and Wellness Inc.
° FEATURNG
[ ] Manual Osteopath
[ Registered Psychotherapist
) 519-545-2442
o 148 Peel St, Unit 10 New Hamburg, ON

@ info@RebalanceHealthandWellnessinc.com
o www.RebalanceHealthandWellnessinc.com

To book your space call

Heather Dunbar
at 226.261.1837 or
heather@granthaven.com

LANDSCAPING

INVESTMENTS
Hvest for 1

Income

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
WEALTH MANAGEMENT TEAM

) _.f"‘

Jack Tchabushnig
Associate Investment Advisor

[3E] Tehabushnig Wealth Group RAYMOND JAMES®

519.883.6066 - Twealth@raymondjames.ca
Twealthgroup.com

Monteith Ritsma Phillips

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
519-655-2900

www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

To advertise, contact
Heather Dunbar at 226.261.1837 or
heather@granthaven.com

WE DESIGN & BUILD LANDSCAPES
Koo Uwais

PAVESTONE
PLU LIMITED %%

WWW.PAVESTONE.CA

REAL ESTATE

ALISON WII

X I
0 i

i/}
@ REALTIME® <lr
2] ¥

LA

28

RE/MAX

Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2

SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative

mseby @rogers.com « www.remaxabrealty.ca

peakrealtyltdcom willseyrealestate.com  willseyalison@gmail.com

a-b REALTY LTD
BROKERAGE

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

PEAK

REALTY L
BRODKERAIBDE

Wbl T lw by W EI0T SHibn b e Gl P06

Direct 519-275-3900
Office: 519-747-0231

Cell: 519-272-7676

m Independently
e Owned & Operated

Res: 519-655-2548
Office: 519-273-2821 =

MASSAGE

_Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

jﬁ. | KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
1 24 Hope St. W., Tavistock
* Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder

* Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
* Massage Therapy ¢ Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

PLUMBING

McKay Plumbing

Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay
Owner/Operator

63 Hope St. W.

Box 899, Tavistock
NOB 2R0

markmckay@rogers.com

REAL ESTATE

THINKING OF
MAKING A
MOVE?

KATE GINGERICH

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

519-301-1097

e kate@paulandkatekw.com
e 226-789-3846

PAUL & KATE

Jow INNRTION

STORAGE
STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 ¢ Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX

Portable Storage Containers
Sizes 8'x12’ to 8'x24’
Store at your place or ours.
Phone 519-625-8510

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E,
St. Marys ¢ 519-284-2332
210 Mill St, New Hamburg ¢ 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

To book your a space call
Heather Dunbar at
226.261.1837 or
heather@granthaven.com

BROKER

Brian Wilhelm
cu 519-272-34650E

brian@brianwilhelm:com

a-b REALTY LTD.
BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

Kyle Wilhelm

e 519-574-7244

kyle@brianwilhelm.com

SALES REP
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SUPERICR QUALITY -
in every bite!
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@ ORDER ONLINE TODAY!

g X4 TLCPETFOOD.COM 519-662-9500
PET Foop DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.




