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As Santa Claus yelled cheese, Jesse Weicker and daughter Dorothy smiled for the camera and were glad to be treated to cheese sticks
courtesy of Saputo and chocolate milk courtesy of the Oxford County Milk producers following the parade through town on Saturday. Find
more photos of the parade on page 8. Photo by Gary West

Massive budget hike proposed for residents of
Wilmot Township

Draft document carries a nearly 51 per-cent increase

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Residents of Wilmot are well aware of
the township’s poor financial situation, in-
cluding extremely low reserves, but no one
could have predicted the proposed tax in-
crease coming out of the 2025 draft budget

—50.87 per cent.

The 2024 tax hike was 10.8 per cent, re-
sulting in a $123 increase to the average
home’s property taxes on $424,800 of as-
sessed value.

Greg Clark is the township’s interim
CAO and said he sees the draft document
as a turning point for the township to meet

current needs.

“This significant, one-time increase will
ensure the organization can continue to
maintain its facilities and provide high-qual-
ity services to residents now and in the fu-
ture,” he said.

The proposal includes a major, one-time

Continued on page 2

Wellesley Township
introduces draft
2025 budget with
nine per-cent levy
increase

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Collectively, property owners in
Wellesley Township could pay nearly nine
per cent more in taxes in 2025 over this
year after township staff recently intro-
duced a draft 2025 budget with a proposed
$8.14-million tax levy.

Township staff and councillors officially
dug into next year’s draft budget at their
first, marathon budget meeting Nov. 28.
The proposed tax levy is nearly $672,000
more than what was collected by the town-
ship this year. However, the township also
saw roughly 3.7 per-cent growth, repre-
senting an increase by roughly $304,000
to the tax base. That growth will lessen the
burden of next year’s levy increase on rate-
payers, leaving it at just over 4.9 per cent.

“The draft budget aims to continue with
the mission and vision of council with no
proposed service-level reductions,” said
CAO Rik Louwagie, introducing the draft
budget. “Inflation has declined throughout
2024 largely due to the decrease in fuel cost
... but some of the major costs the munici-
pality incurs such as aggregates, construc-
tion materials and equipment has continued
to increase at a higher rate.”

Louwagie noted this year’s budget
once again includes a proposed 0.75 per-
cent greening levy amounting to just over
$60,000 to be collected from ratepayers to
combat climate change and support green-
house-gas-emission reduction efforts lo-
cally, as well as a proposed one per-cent
infrastructure levy amounting to just over

Continued on page 3
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Massive budget hike proposed for residents of
Wilmot Township

Continued from page 1

boost to capital infrastructure investments.
The increase will fund projects like a new
fire station in New Hamburg, upgrades to
the road network and improvements to the
Wilmot Recreation Complex.

In total, the budget proposes a $48.35 per
month ($580 per year) increase to the town-
ship’s portion of the average homeowner’s
tax bill. Thirty-five dollars per month makes
up the capital portion. A press release stated,
“The increase will shore up the township’s
finances and bring the municipality closer
to a sustainable level of annual funding.”

The Gazette talked to Clark just after the
budget was released. He said staff looked
at the current financial situation in Wilmot
and realized the level of capital planning in
the past was very low, meaning they have to
play catch up.

“The level of capital investment we
should have been doing and should be do-
ing going forward; it’s not sustainable. We
can’t even begin to make a dent in the level
of projects. Things like new chillers at the
rec centre are required to make sure the ice
is in every year.”

That project carries a price tag of about
$1.5 million. Clark added improvements
need to be made so township facilities and
roads can continue to operate.

“In my mind, it’s about having a conver-
sation about our priorities with the public
and council. I know full well this is a start-
ing point and not the end point, so what we
get approved will be something different
than this.”

Clark added he wants to be transparent for
council to understand the magnitude of the
capital pressure Wilmot is facing so council
can make critical decisions on where and
how much money should be invested in
infrastructure.

WARD 2
COUNCILLOR

TOWNHALL HOSTED
KRIS

The next stage of the budget process is
on Monday when it will be presented at a
special meeting of council. There will be no
deliberations and the public, while permit-
ted to attend, are not allowed to delegate.
Wilmot ratepayers will have their opportu-
nity to present to council early in the new
year.

The Gazette reached out to the mayor
and all five members of council for their
thoughts on the shockingly large figure. The
theme of the reaction was for residents to
get involved in the democratic process.

Natasha Salonen — Mayor

Salonen spent most of her day at the
Region of Waterloo in meetings and didn’t
have a chance to look at the entire document
but said council received it at the same time
it was released to the public.

“It’s our first chance to start reviewing it
but this is the start of our process and I en-
courage the public to come out to our bud-
get meetings. I look forward to council and
myself learning where staff is coming from
and deliberating to finalize a reasonable
2025 budget.”

Stewart Cressman — Ward 1

Cressman wasn’t prepared to discuss the
document but admitted Wilmot’s poor mon-
etary situation is a surprise to no one.

“I will reserve my comments until I have
had an opportunity to study the budget and
gain some degree of understanding from
staff and other council members. The sever-
ity of our financial situation is no shock.”

Kris Wilkinson — Ward 2

“This is the staff's proposed budget and I
haven’t had a chance to fully review it,” he
explained.

“My initial reaction is that the people of
Wilmot didn’t build their businesses, homes
or communities by sending a bill to some-
one else, they did it through hard work and

BY
WILKINSON

loin Councillor Wilkinson to discuss the proposed 2025

Wilmot Township Budget & the Petersburg Distribution

Water System. Followed by an open Q&A session.

Details:
Date: Saturday, December 14th, 2024
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Location: 5t. Agatha Community Centre, 1791 Erbs Rd,
St. Agatha, ON NOB 2L0

Mo need to RSVP!

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

discipline. I will take the time to review this
budget and I’'m prepared to put in the hard
work to make what I believe will be neces-
sary changes. We need to be focused on the
cost of living and how it’s impacting every-
one right now.”

Wilkinson added he strongly encourages
residents to engage and reach out to mem-
bers of council.

Harvir Sidhu — Ward 3

In his response, Sidhu was critical of pre-
vious employees and elected officials who
shoulder the blame for where the township
is now.

“This proposed budget from staff outlines
years of decisions by staff and councils
which have led us to today. Council passed
my motion for a line-by-line budget which
will help identify areas of concern. I am
ready to roll up my sleeves and make the
long-needed changes. I encourage all resi-
dents to take part and share their views.”

Steven Martin — Ward 4

Martin referred to the upcoming bud-
get meetings and hoped residents will get
involved.

“I encourage people to reach out to coun-
cil with their concerns. There is a one-time
levy on capital expenditures and this will
need to be debated along with the operat-
ing-cost levy. I look forward to healthy

discussion in our council meetings as we
make the decision.”

Lillianne Dunstall — Ward 4

“T understand this is only a draft, but I was
certainly taken aback by the numbers. This
council has consistently raised awareness,
both to those receptive and those who may
not be, about the severity of Wilmot’s finan-
cial challenges.”

She added the budget is presented with a
detailed line-by-line breakdown, offering
an opportunity to identify cost reductions.

“Tough decisions need to be made, and
taxpayers need to engage. I encourage you
to attend the discussions in person or watch
on YouTube. Stay informed on the deci-
sions being made and share your thoughts
or concerns with your councillor. It’s your
money,” she added.

Members of the public can provide input
on the budget by emailing budget@wilmot.
ca, or by registering to delegate at a public
delegation night on Jan. 7, 2025 at 7 p.m.
Instructions for registering as a delegation
are available at www.wilmot.ca/delegation.

A copy of the budget and schedule of up-
coming budget meetings is available online
www.wilmot.ca/budget. Questions about
the budget can be sent to budget@wilmot.
ca.
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8:00 am to 11:00 am
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Wellesley Township draft

2025 budget

Continued from page 1

$80,0000 to help the township replenish its
capital reserves and tackle its long-term in-
frastructure deficit.

If passed as is, the draft budget will result
in an increase to the township portion of the
yearly property-tax bill by just over $72 for
an average-assessed home in the township
valued at roughly $397,000.

“I have a tremendous amount of con-
fidence in all those folks that are sitting
across the table here,” Mayor Joe Nowak
said, thanking staff for their hard work pre-
paring next year’s draft budget. “I know
they have the best interests of our commu-
nity at heart.

“When it comes to the starting point — if it
is a starting point, I don’t know, maybe it’s
a final point — 4.9 per cent; having person-
ally gone through this, I know it’s going to
be difficult to make any significant changes
to that to move the needle. ... I'm looking
forward to the discussion. Maybe we can
see what we can do.”

The 2025 draft budget includes roughly
$2.9 million in capital projects for the year.
Broken down, nearly three-quarters of that
spend will go to public-works projects for
the maintenance and rehabilitation of roads,
bridges and other infrastructure, including
several projects carried over from this year,
and 16 per cent will go to the recreation
department for projects including the con-
struction of a recreation maintenance shed
as well as windows and dressing-room
doors at the St. Clements Arena.

From the remaining capital budget next
year, if approved as is, 5.6 per cent of that
$2.9 million will go to the planning depart-
ment for the township’s official plan up-
date; 1.8 per cent will go to the Wellesley
Township Fire Department for the purchase

of major equipment; 1.5 per cent will go to
the township’s IT department; and 0.4 per
cent will go to the building department for
the purchase of furniture and equipment at
various township facilities.

“We utilize long-range capital forecasts
as a tool to ensure consistent contributions
to all reserves year over year,” Louwagie
said. “The asset-management plan is also
a critical piece in securing funding from
upper levels of government. But even with
funding from provincial and federal gov-
ernment, there’s still a significant deficit to
meet all of our infrastructure obligations,
and this is why we’re continuing with the
infrastructure levy for 2025. We will contin-
ue to monitor all funding avenues to ensure
our infrastructure is properly maintained.”

As each of next year’s proposed capital
projects will be funded through a combina-
tion of township reserves, provincial and
federal grant funding, and private dona-
tions, the capital budget does not have an
impact on the overall proposed tax levy.

Following the presentation of each de-
partment’s capital budgets next year, town-
ship council began digging into the depart-
mental operational budgets at the Nov. 28
meeting.

“For the operating budget, our intent is
to go through the budget lines and high-
light any significant changes,” Louwagie
said. “You will hear about some additional
staff members as a result of some changes
to provincial legislation, workloads and in-
creased revenue opportunities.”

There are two more budget sessions
scheduled for Wellesley Township council,
one on the day this paper comes out, Dec.
5, and the other on Dec. 17. Both are sched-
uled to run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and will
be livestreamed on the township’s YouTube
channel, IT Wellesley.
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Wilmot’s Prime Ministers Path consultation
continues; Tea Circle event set for next week

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Township of Wilmot and its consul-
tants have come up with a unique way to
get people involved in the controversial
and latest Prime Ministers Path project — a
tea circle.

LURA Consulting, led by advisors
Benny Skinner and Denise Soueidan-
O’Leary, is guiding the process. Soueidan-
O’Leary said a tea circle is just one form
of public discussion.

“There are public meetings, town halls
and they bring forward a lot of ideas from
people. We intentionally renamed this con-
sultative process and we are going to have
a conversation and we want it to feel like
a discussion.”

She added the tea circle will be a more
intimate setting where people can sit down
with their neighbours to share information,
thoughts and ideas.

“It will be a little less formal than a focus
group or some of the other language we
would use in an engagement process. The
point is to hear how residents are feeling,
hear what they have to say and be open to
what comes up.”

Soueidan-O’Leary admitted there will
be many different opinions and feelings
coming up through the consultation, but
that is the goal of the process.

“Benny and I wanted to make sure there
was space for those to come out and it’s
okay to have differing opinions, thoughts
and ideas as we are all in discussion
together.”

£

The statue of former Prim

e Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King, once part of

Wil

mot Township’s Prime Ministers Path, symbolizes the
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complex discussions shaping the path’s future as the community engages in innovative consultations like a tea circle to envision what

comes next.Contributed photo

For anyone wanting to take part but un-
able to attend in person, a virtual option is
available by registering be-
fore the event so the meet-
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ing link can be sent out to
participants. Soueidan-
O’Leary explained the goal
is to protect the exercise’s
integrity.

“We wanted to make
sure, especially because
we are using Zoom, that

Publisher only folks who have ac-
Stewart Grant » stew@granthaven.com cess to the link are part of
Editor the process. We don’t want

to waste time and threaten
the space with people who
find the link somewhere
and come in with no in-
tention to participate or no
stake in the game,” said
Soueidan-O’Leary.

She added those partici-
pating at home will be able
to interact virtually.

“This is definitely not
a spectator sport. Folks
in person and online will
be encouraged to share
their thoughts and feel-
ings and be involved in the

conversation.”

Mayor Natasha Salonen said the tea
circle is a different way to hear from con-
cerned residents but she’s looking forward
to the results.

“(It) represents a distinctive and
thoughtful approach to community out-
reach within the Prime Ministers Path en-
gagement process. At a time when I know
our community is eager for substantive
engagement and meaningful opportunities
to have their voices heard, this format pro-
vides an opportunity for dialogue that is
both respectful and inclusive.”

She added the discussions create a space
where the complexities of our history,
community dynamics and shared aspira-
tions can be explored in depth.

“While the format is unique, the em-
phasis on constructive and open dialogue
is exactly what our community needs
to move this project forward, together,”
Salonen said. “I look forward to seeing
how this process evolves to reflect the pri-
orities and values of our community.”

A final plan isn’t expected to come to
Wilmot Township council until next sum-
mer, but Soueidan-O’Leary explained she
is happy with the public’s interaction at an
open house last month.

“We were really pleased with the turnout.

There were about 100 people who came to
the first community gathering with a lot of
engagement. Many attendees wrote sticky
notes and gave us their feedback. We have
also had people reach out through the proj-
ect email sharing their thoughts.”

She said the social-media side of the
plan isn’t garnering much in the way of
attention but she hopes more people will
engage through the available channels. A
big part of the plan is the appointment of
a 12-person working group. While 20 peo-
ple applied, the 12 selected held their first
meeting on Tuesday.

“We hope the group will help share infor-
mation with the community and get their
friends, families and neighbours involved
in the process so more people are aware of
what’s going on. The level of engagement
so far shows us it’s an important issue for
people. Ninety-five per cent of those who
have engaged live in Wilmot or are close
enough that this issue matters to them.”

A link to register has already been sent
to those who have signed up for project
updates. Those who haven’t can register
for the tea circle at https:/tinyurl.com/
PMPteacirclel.

The event takes place on Dec. 12 at the
Wilmot Recreation Complex Community
Centre from 6-8 p.m.

HAVE A STORY IDEA? SEND IT TO OUR EDITOR

GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Region of Waterloo to host online public meeting about
future of water and wastewater in Village of Wellesley

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Village of Wellesley residents will soon
have the opportunity to have their say on
the future of water and wastewater.

As part of the ongoing development of
a Water and Wastewater Master Plan for
the Village of Wellesley, the Region of
Waterloo is hosting a third online pub-
lic meeting Dec. 12 at 7 p.m. The master
plan, once completed, will examine how
the region provides water and wastewater
services to the Village of Wellesley until
the year 2050.

“The master plan for water and wastewa-
ter is looking at your water and wastewa-
ter needs ... for the next 26 years,” Region
of Waterloo commissioner of engineering
and environmental services told Wellesley
council at its Nov. 26 regular meeting.
“We’re forecasting out that far to see what
kind of infrastructure we need to support
growth in the Village of Wellesley.”

Based on conversations with Wellesley
Township staff, Rose said the village’s

population — currently 3,700 people — is
expected to grow to 5,600 residents by
2050. In accordance with those growth
projections, the Village of Wellesley’s cur-
rent water and wastewater infrastructure
will need to be expanded to meet the needs
of village residents.

At the upcoming meeting, engineering
staff from the region will review a num-
ber of options for expanding and upgrad-
ing water and wastewater infrastructure
first presented during a master plan pub-
lic meeting held in June. Region staff will
also share their preferred options and so-
licit feedback from those in attendance.

“We do supply the Village of Wellesley
with water from a well, so it is from
groundwater and it’s not piped in from
anywhere,” Rose said. * ... The work we
had done up until the last public meeting
was to identify alternatives to address well
capacity. What that means is how much
water can that well produce?”

While Rose said water conservation
alone will not adequately address the vil-
lage’s growth needs, there are three other

|GRANT

| MEDIA
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HAVEN Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
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options that would. They include increas-
ing the existing well supply by exploring
taking more water from other existing well
sources, supplementing the water supply
with a new well or wells, or supplement-
ing the existing supply with external water
sources from another drinking-water sys-
tem like the one in Kitchener-Waterloo.

To address future disinfection and wa-
ter-storage needs, region staff will also
discuss at the meeting the need to build
a new, off-site storage tank since there is
currently no room on the Wellesley village
pumping station property to build a new
storage tank.

“We are looking at the wastewater treat-
ment plant with respect to influent pump-
ing needs — that’s where sewage comes
into the treatment plant — the headworks
— that’s where the sewage is strained ...
of large, bulky things that are in sewage
like rags, wipes or something else that
hasn’t disintegrated in the sanitary sew-
age system — and then secondary, tertiary
treatment, sludge-holding capacity and
discharge-capacity needs,” Rose said. “So,

we’re looking at three different things
withs respect to the wastewater-treatment
needs for the future.”

Staff at the meeting will discuss the
possibility of either replacing the existing
pumps, equalization tank and headworks
or building a new pump station and equal-
ization tank, as well as a new headworks
facility, somewhere else.

The meeting will also touch on options
for addressing growth through improve-
ments to the Firella Creek trunk sewer,
as well as improvements to local sewage
pipes.

For more information and to register for
the Dec. 12 online public meeting, visit
www.engagewr.ca/wellesleywater. Once
feedback has been collected, region staff
will present the preferred options for im-
proving water and wastewater capacity in
the village to council at some point early
in the new year. A report on those options
will be made available to the public after
that.

Region of Waterloo

needs to 2051.

We want to hear from you.

ter to register for this meeting.

tion of those alternatives.

Project Information

Public meeting — December 12, 2024
(Public Consultation Centre #3)

Wellesley Water and Wastewater Master Plan

The Region is responsible for the water and wastewater systems in the
Village of Wellesley, and for planning for new growth while meeting
regulatory requirements. The Region is developing the Wellesley Water
and Wastewater Master Plan (WWWMP) to look at water and wastewater

Your feedback is an important part of this study. Please join us for a virtual
meeting on December 12, 2024, at 7 p.m. Visit EngageWR.ca/wellesleywa-

At this meeting, we will review the evaluation criteria and alternatives
presented at the second public meeting (PCC#2). We'll also share the
preliminary recommendations on the preferred alternatives for water
supply and wastewater and look for the public’s feedback on the evalua-

More project information, including material from the first and second
public meetings, is available at EngageWR.ca/wellesleywater or contact
Kaoru Yajima, project manager at kyajima@regionofwaterloo.ca or Tom
Mahood from our consultant team at tom.mahood@jacobs.com

This Class Environmental Assessment Study will be carried out as a Master
Plan in accordance with the Municipal Engineers Association’s (MEA)
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (MCEA) Process (MEA 2000, as
amended 2007, 2011, 2015, 2023), an approved process under the
Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The study will follow MCEA
Approach #2 for completing a Master Plan, which involves the preparation
of the WWWMP at the end of Phases 1 and 2 of the MCEA process.

This notice was first issued on November 28, 2024.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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Christmas trees are once
again for sale in Tavistock

GARY WEST

Gazerte Correspondent

If Tavistock and area residents are still
interested in getting a freshly cut tree for
Christmas, there is still a good choice
available of mostly Balsam Fir and
Colorado Spruce in the yard of Mike and
Beth Kaufman on William Street North.

Tree buyers can’t miss them because
Charlie Brown and all his friends are
standing on the front lawn, like they have
been every year for the past number of
decades.

Beth Kaufman’s parents, Bob and Jean
Elliott, came up with the picturesque look-
a-likes of Charlie Brown and his friends
to make Christmas a fun time of year,
especially for area families picking out a
Christmas tree to decorate. y

This year, the Grace United Church s e

group known as the Middle Aged Pews  puve ang Beth Kaufman are shown in their

have taken up the job of selling more than  gide yard with a large assortment of freshly
100 freshly cut trees, taking over from the  cut Christmas trees, which they are selling

Adult Study Fellowship church group, or- for the Grace United Church group, the Mid-
ganized for years by church members Ken dle Aged Pews, for their yearly fundraiser.
and Gloria Reibling. Photos by Gary West

four-year-old Gracelyn and one-year-old Gavin. The Pearsons made their choice early to
avoid disappointment before they sell out.

I!-'.'.-- --;:.Iﬁa_' A s T e

William Street North in Tavistock has been the home for many years of Charlie Brown,
Snoopy and friends as fresh snow and cold weather makes for a welcoming climate for
purchasing a fresh Christmas tree in the yard of Beth and Mike Kaufman.
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This page generously sponsored by the following businesses:

Congratulations and best wishes to the organizers
And Merry Christmas from the Team at
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Sincere Congratulations to
the Organizers

... An appreciated tradition in Wellesley
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Since 1981

3785 Nafziger Road, Wellesley ON, 519-656-3083
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dantz) Plumbing Inc

&ﬂg[mfu&bfm b the @rg[a«n?gm

Merry Christmas from the Jantzi's and Staff
1426 Hutchison Road Wellesley
519-656-3030 | jantziplumbing.ca

JOIN US FOR THE
I’ Annual

2
Chiisymas
yme
_Wellesley,

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2024

ll\/e * Two performances by the pond - 6:45 pm & following the parade
[La [ IVI [ Y} » Presented by Wellesley Mennonite Church

+ Leaving Wellesley Recreation Complex on
Queens Bush Road at 6:45 pm

chiistmas
parade

* Turning right onto Nafziger, left onto Maple Leaf,
ending at the Community Centre.

C r a J‘[ * NEW LOCATION: 1401 Queens Bush Road, Wellesley, ON
* Presented by Wellesley Township Fall Fair
m ﬁ ['Jﬂel * Friday Dec 13th 4-8 pm - Saturday Dec 14th 9 am-3 pm

THANK YOU TO LAST YEARS GENEROUS PARADE SPONSORS
Stoneybrook Elevators Inc
Silver Creek Ag
Dolman Optometry Professional Corp

Generations Community Church
Murray Leis Construction
First St. Pauls Lutheran Church

Dr. Tom Foster
- Wellesley Veterinary Clinic
Poole Electric

Karyn Shantz RMT

Ireeor Lights

light a bulb tree of lights
In memory or appreciation of 8 caro “n é

“SOMEONE SPECIAL".

Funds raised support Meals on Wheels, By the pond, following the parade
The Wellesley Family Resource Fund and and Live Nativity with Free Cookies
and Hot Apple Cider

Wellesley Community Food Cupboard

WELLESLEY & DISTRICT
LIONS CLUB

EINSJSLTA?e LrllGHPTOSND e $1 0 Bulb to donate: e-transferto
[1 . i i
0PN 25 Siing /| vleiomggnatzon

BESIDE ESSO

155 Gerber Meadows Drive, Wellesley, ON NOB 2T0
donations can also be made at:

$50 Bulb on

4
"Wellesley

Hrang

HEARTFELT CONGRATULATIONS
10 THE ORGANIZERS

Merry Christmas from our Family to Yours

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10a.m.-4p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m - 1 p.m. Sunday & Monday Closed
3800 Nafziger Rd, Wellesley, ON
519-656-2400 wellappleproducts.com

© CIBC,ESSO. .

The Wilmot-
Tavistock Gazette

Congratulations and
Thank you for allowing us
to promote your event

May your Christmas
.be Merry and Bright

L —_
3 Lawrence Street,
' Wellesley Ontario
519-656-2909
www.pooleelectric.ca

#ECRA/ESA 7000298

=E-—_l::-‘—_':"_—_;-
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Tavistock Men’s Club Annual Santa Claus Parade

The Tavistock Men’s Club hosted its an-  finished up at Queens Park, where Santa
nual Santa Claus Parade Nov. 30, which Claus was waiting to take photos with lo-
wound its way throughout town and cal children.

Pictured is Santa with four-year-old Maddie Assaad and mom, Danielle Assaad who says
Maddie is a doll. They were both treated at the Pavillion to cheese sticks courtesy of Saputo
and chocolate milk courtesy of the Oxford County Milk producers.

- —

“New F fﬂmbm y
Concert H{Inr?_'

With a minus-10 degree wind chill, members of the New Hamburg Concert Band still sound-
ed great with their Christmas music during the annual Tavistock Santa Claus Parade.

: HALLMA
lllllllllll

The Tavistock Agricultural Society float placed first in the Santa Claus Parade’s organization
category. Photos by Gary West

NISS AN

CLEAROUT

E V E

QUALIFYING NISSAN OWNERS

LEASE OR FINANCE FRGM

0.99

OR 24 M(

THS OAC

IN LOYALTY BO

S
Q—:ﬁé\i\d NISSAN

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. @00-8:00: Fri-Sat. 200-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00. For vOUR COMVEMIENCE, OUR SERVICE DEPT 1S NOW OPEM ON SATURDAYS

MAY RECEIVE UP TO

+3500

STRATFORD I‘-.IISSAN

s ey ey
ﬁwH

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119
www.stratfordnissan.com i:==__u=:pr
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Bajby Faces of 2024

Baby's Name

Male or Female Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Weight (birth)
Parent(s) Name

Siblings (Name[s] & Age)

Weight (now)

Grandparents
What | Liked best about 2024: (a reply your baby might make)

EMAIL YOUR PHOTO TO THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
BY DEC 13TH AND SEE YOUR LITTLE ONE IN OUR JAN 2ND
YEAR IN REVIEW EDITION.

ONLY $59099 TAX INCLUDED

Thursday December 5, 2024 n

From left are Shayna Martz on Linc and Rayden Weeks on Elira in the Tavistock Santa Claus
Parade.

Factory Fresh To Your Table

Over 20 cheese varieties
available in our factory

B orocr YoUR HOLDAY R

ENTERTAINING CHEESE
PLATTERS AND CHEESE BALLS!

ak Grove Cheese

Factory (imited Monday to Friday

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Since 1879 Saturday

9a.m.to1p.m.
Closed Sundays

29 Bleams Rd Ww., New Hamburg‘ * 519-662-1212

"‘.
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Wilmot Township’s council-staff policy getting
another look; deferred after spirited debate

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Following a long and, at times, conten-
tious discussion, the township’s Council-
Staff Relations Policy is headed back to
staff for another look.

The policy’s purpose is to “ensure that
the relationship between council and staff
is cooperative, supportive and positive
with a clear understanding of the respec-
tive roles and responsibilities. It applies
to all staff and members of council in their
interactions with staff, volunteers, consul-
tants and contractors that work on behalf
of the corporation.

Coun. Kris Wilkinson explained the
township currently has a staffing policy
and wasn’t in favour of passing the pro-
posed version without further vetting. He
suggested waiting for a new CAO to be
hired would be better timing for approving
a new policy.

“I’'m looking at this and thinking per-
haps given what the substance of this is
and what it’s suggesting, are we potential-
ly better served by reviewing this policy
when we have ... a new CAO that has
been hired. I think there is a lot of good
in here but there are potentially pieces that

need change.”

Wilkinson had several issues with the
wording of the draft including what would
be designated as a routine matter as op-
posed to a non-routine matter. He objected
to the suggestion councillors are identical
to members of the public and are entitled
to be provided the same information at the
same time.

“There was also a section that basically
said we are only owed the same informa-
tion as the general public. We can’t request
more than a routine piece of information.
Anything non-routine has to go through all
of council. What’s the point of having an
elected council?” he asked.

Wilkinson made the argument council
should get more information.

“We have been entrusted by the public
to represent them; that’s why we are here.
Our job is to direct policy, administer and
adjudicate tax dollars and make sure we
are giving proper direction based on what
our public is looking for.”

He also took exception to a portion of
Section 7 of the policy which states mem-
bers of “council will reach out to the ap-
propriate director for policy prior to re-
sponding to a constituent.”

“My concern is that this clause essentially

limits and tries to define what a councillor
can and cannot do. Only the municipal act
has that authority. As a councillor, if [ want
to engage with a constituent then I will.”

He added there are times when it’s ap-
propriate to reach out to staff for policy
clarification but not always.

“I don’t want any politician to be limited
in their role to serve the public period.”

Acting CAO Greg Clark was taken
aback by some councillors questioning the
policy’s wording.

“We brought this report three weeks ago
in good faith asking council to provide
feedback, suggestions and recommend-
ed edits in any way shape, or form. To
be brought to a council meeting where I
didn’t hear a peep other than a brief con-
versation about a couple of points and I
went through everything the mayor shared
with me. It is very disheartening.”

Wilkinson immediately shot back with
a point of privilege, saying the report was
deferred at the last council meeting.

“Regardless of whether the points were
made at that meeting or not, we’re here to
debate it again so I think it’s well within
our rights to make points. It’s open for de-
bate until passed and it has not passed.”

Mayor Natasha Salonen at that point

stepped in to request some restraint.

“I really don’t want to be getting into a
debate with staff. The debate is to happen
amongst council regarding the policy so I
would ask we stick with council debating
with council.”

The next elected official to express con-
cern was Coun. Lillianne Dunstall who ad-
mitted some points were raised that made
her reconsider passing the policy in its cur-
rent form.

“One of the things I learned in my busi-
ness life was that sometimes I make de-
cisions and sometimes I hear things that
make me change my mind, and in a lot of
cases the thing that makes me change my
mind ends up being a good thing.”

After listening to Wilkinson, she said a
longer look at the policy is necessary.

“I’m not disparaging our staff at all, but
I would like to have more clarification as
well. There were things brought up ... that
I perhaps didn’t notice in reading, so I am
in favour of deferring and having further
conversation.”

A motion was passed by council to defer
the report and have it come back for anoth-
er look at the end of January.

NOT EVERYONE

TRAPPED
BY ALCOHOL IS AN

Families and friends
are suffering too

Al-Anon & Alateen Y
could help N
i
| o
| o b App
ﬂ Gl available

1-800-706-9833
al-anon.alateen.on.ca

AlLAnon Family Groups

COME JOIN US FOR A
Live Nalivily
walk thru

Saturday

RAINDATE: SUNDAY DECEMBER 8, 2024

MENMNONITE CHURCH
BETWEEN 5:00-8:00 PM
DONATIONS ACCEPTED

MORE INFOMATION CAN

WWW.EZMENNONITE.CA

N7

December

AT EAST ZORRA

677044 16 TH LINE,
TAVISTOCK

COME ANYTIME

CASH/CHEQUE

FOR KIDSABILITY
SCHOOL

BE FOUND AT

SHOP
LOCAL.
SAVE
LOCAL .

Support the local
businesses that keep
your community and its
newspapers thriving.

ADVERTISE

Timtocar Canadd

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR LOCAL PAPER!

SEND US YOUR STORY IDEAS AND YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
TO GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM




The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Thursday, December 5, 2024

» &
w Wilmot Family
Resource Centre

Candlelit Vigil

Commemorating Domestic
Violence Awareness Month

Friday December 6, 2024 @ 6:00F
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 53
(65 Boullee St., NH)

This event honors those who have
lost their lives, celebrates those
who have survived, and asks our
community to renew their
dedication to ending violence
against women.

Join us for a candle lighting
ceremony while we listen to a story
of hope from a domestic violence
survivor. Together we remember
the 14 lives taken at Ecole

Polytechnique.

519-662-2731
info@wilmotfamilyresourcecentre.ca
www.wilmotfamilyresourcecentre.ca
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@ Sauerkraut Sales

Y cuus %7 Saturday, December7,14 & 21

Groerocs 11-2p.m.

21/2 1B BAG
@ $5.00 PER BAG

Contact for further details Ross Schumm (519) 535-3201

At Mens Club building (rear)
78 Woodstock St N, Tavistock, ON

( Proudly serving h
C1S Vilmottownship and
compLETE TREE - 9r@Q fOr OVer 25 years

Call the Snow Pros
519-662-6198 treefellar@netflash.net

Now Accepting New Clients Call me for a quote

Maximize your
return.

Conservative

Forget the chicken, why did this herd cross
the road in Wilmot?

v

Advice for
Intelligent ‘s
Decisions Donna L. Hinz

Franklin E. Hinz
196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4

519-273-1633 franklinehinz.com

Deck the Halls
for Less!

SHOP SUSTAINABLY AND
SAVE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

pri esents
Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

LOWER DANUBE SCENIC RIVER
CRUISE BUDAPEST TO BUCHAREST
OCTOBER 17 - 28, 2025

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796
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Beekeepers are busy bees this time of year

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Mike Roth of Nith Valley Apiaries be-
tween New Hamburg and Baden was very
busy over the past couple weeks tending
to his beehives spread throughout the sur-
rounding area in Perth and Oxford counties,
and Waterloo region.

He and his wife, Erika Roth, manage 800
hives with just one of those hives being
home to as many as 30,000 honey-produc-
ing bees.

We were able to gain some insight on hon-
ey production and bee management from
Mike Roth as he readied his hives for winter.

“European honeybees came to the
Americas a couple hundred years ago by
boat with European settlers,” he said. “I can
only imagine the opportunity they had then
with extensive foraging available and very
low disease pressure, and presumably no en-
vironmental toxins.”

This began to change with farm develop-
ment and, in the late 1800s, the first orchard
sprays were developed.

In current times, it is completely reversed.
Human land-use has decimated foraging op-
tions like corn, soybeans, wheat and alfalfa
hay.

The alfalfa is now cut at around 10 per-
cent bloom for top protein in dairy herds and
covers a huge percentage of the province,
which also sees pavement and lawns as an-
other sizeable chunk.

The marginal and conserved lands left are
often in lowlands, which collect from all
over a given watershed the various human
inputs into the land.

Then to top it all off, global trade has
spread Varroa Mites and other lesser pests

and diseases to the North American honey-
bee population. Keeping honeybees alive
today is a challenge as honey crops have be-
come harder to produce.

Roth says they now manage more hives
covering more area to try and collect what
honey flows are out there.

Most years, Mike
disappointed.

“Even with strong hives, there’s no guar-
antee that they’ll make honey,” he said.

Spring and fall wildflower blooms are
pretty reliable but summers, when the popu-
lations peak and bees traditionally make the
most honey, have become unreliable.

In 2024, July and August saw some bee
yards starving as rain and pressures to har-
vest hay earlier than normal resulted in very
little bloom available, while the sparse sum-
mer wildflowers didn’t yield.

It was interesting to note that bees gath-
er resources from a roughly two-kilometre
radius around their hive and concentrate the
resulting foraging in their hive.

Mike Roth says the bees of today are ex-
posed to multiple fungicides, insecticides
and herbicides, as well as the beekeepers
own miticides over the course of a year.

This experienced beekeeper said it took
800 hives this year to make what 200 hives
typically made 10 years ago.

In the midst of these challenges, he said
they have been able to grow the business,
begin a family and feel a lot of support for
what they do, selling honey of many variet-
ies to area consumers.

Roth says these are the things that make it
all worthwhile.

“We are thankful to be here in Ontario in
2024 with the opportunity to keep bees and
make a living doing what we love,” he said.

says he feels

'.,Fla. P |

Nith Valley Apiaries beekeeper Mike Roth shows how he is gettlng his hives ready for

winter. Photo by Gary West

o T8 The Season
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
Christmas/Holiday Edition
DECEMBER 19TH
Support Your Local Newspaper AND Local Charities

For Any Christmas or Holiday themed ads
booked in our December 19th issue,
the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will donate
10% of ad proceeds
to the Wilmot Family Resource and
TAP (Tavistock Assistance Program)

Deadline: Friday, December 13th at noon

To book your Christmas message contact:
Sharon Leis 519-580-5418 sharonbleis@gmail.com or

Wendy Lamond 519-655-2341 wendylamond74@gmail.com

The “Eyes Of Your House” will
make a statement with NEW

Energy Efficient Windows
+ Doors and Retractable

Screens from
iy

BECHTHOLD

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Strassburger ﬂ M .

o PP e
www.bechtholdhome.com
519-634-5852 Petersburg
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EZT taxpayers off the hook for big increase in 2025
OPP contract

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

East Zorra-Tavistock (EZT), just like
many municipalities across the province,
was looking at a double-digit increase in
its Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) cost
for next year, but the province has provid-
ed millions to help out.

“Our 2025 billing will be going up ap-
proximately 2.2 per cent instead of close
to 20 per cent in the initial invoice,” said
Mayor Phil Schaefer.

“The province is reducing the increase
by $190,723 in our case. Certainly, good
news for East Zorra-Tavistock ratepayers.”

The township and all other OPP-
patrolled municipalities recently received
a letter from Ontario Solicitor General
Michael Kerzner outlining the areas the
province would be providing dollars. It in-
cluded a 44 per-cent reduction in overtime

from 2023 and a 10 per-cent reduction in
the overall 2025 OPP invoices.

Schaefer was invited to a video call ex-
plaining police billing for next year and
had a feeling something was coming down
the pipe. He added the additional money
will benefit the bottom line for next year’s
budget.

“I had heard rumours the province was
going to take a look at these large increas-
es, and when the webinar that was set up to
discuss the 2025 billing was cancelled at
the last minute, I had a strong feeling that
changes were coming. Without the latest
reduction, the increase to the tax levy for
2025 from police coverage alone would
have been approximately three per cent in
EZT.”

Once a municipality receives an invoice
from the Ontario Provincial Police there
is no room to negotiate the final amount.
Schaefer explained the only option is to

add more police hours.

“There really aren’t any negotiations in-
volved in the basic bill. A municipality can
add an enhanced service like we did with
the additional traffic officer. The enhanced
officer position will continue in 2025. It is
contracted until 2027; however, it can be
cancelled with a year’s notice.”

Schaefer added the township has a very
position relationship with the Oxford OPP.

“Media relations officer Randi Crawford
has made a real effort to be visible in the
township, and the county for that matter,
and I feel that it goes a long way to pro-
mote positive community policing.”

The Ontario government is providing
over $77 million in financial relief to mu-
nicipalities to help offset the increased
cost of municipal police services provided
by the OPP.

A news release from the province said
the investment will help predominantly

small and rural communities address the
budget impacts resulting from the col-
lective bargaining agreement that was
reached between the province and the
Ontario Provincial Police Association in
July.

“Our government is working closely
with our municipal partners and our wom-
en and men in uniform to keep commu-
nities across Ontario safe,” said Kerzner.
“The financial relief we are proposing will
help municipal leaders balance their bud-
gets and invest in their communities while
ensuring no change to the policing pro-
vided by the OPP that keeps families and
businesses safe.”

The province has also committed to
looking at different options for review-
ing the OPP billing model to ensure that
it meets the needs of communities across
the province.

Rae Announces over $943,000
to support local agribusinesses

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

ATTHE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

PICK UP YOUR COPY OF

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF

thewtgazette@gmail.com

Perth-Wellington MPP
Matthew Rae recently announced
more than $943,000 in provincial
funding to assist dozens of agri-food
businesses and farm families en-
hance their biosecurity capabilities.

This funding is part of the gov-
ernments of Canada and Ontario’s
Biosecurity Enhancement Initiative.

“Farmers and farm families work
hard to put food on our tables,”
Rae said in a press release. “Our
government understands that by
supporting them through initiatives
like this, that they can focus on pro-
viding quality, nutritious food that
Ontarians need.”

The Biosecurity Enhancement
Initiative aims to help agri-food
businesses and contributors en-
hance their biosecurity capabilities,

allowing them to focus on providing
safe and nutritious food to Ontarians.
Successful recipients are receiving
between $2,700 and $50,000 for
projects including the establishment
of a tracking system, building an
isolation facility and installation of
disinfecting units.

“Our government is committed
to working with our agriculture
and food sector to ensure it has
what it needs to maintain, strength-
en and grow the supply of safe,
quality foods for consumers both
at home and abroad,” said Ontario
Minister of Agriculture, Food and
Agribusiness Rob Flack in the press
release. “Through initiatives such as
this, we are boosting the resilience
of Ontario’s food supply chain and
maintaining its place as a trusted
source of agri-food products.”

The Biosecurity Enhancement
Initiative will support 365 projects

across the province through an invest-
ment of up to $7.5 million. Funding
will help farmers, food processors
and other essential farm-supporting
agribusinesses protect their opera-
tions against disease, enhance opera-
tional resilience and improve public
trust in our food-supply system.

The Sustainable CAP is a five-
year, $3.5-billion investment by
federal, provincial and territorial
governments to strengthen compet-
itiveness, innovation and resiliency
of Canada’s agriculture, agri-food
and agriculture-based products sec-
tor. This includes $1 billion in fed-
eral programs and activities and a
$2.5-billion commitment that is cost-
shared 60 per cent federally and 40
per cent provincially/territorially for
programs that are designed and de-
livered by provinces and territories.
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RESTORING SMALL-TOWN _
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New Hamburg

Thrift Centre, Short Stop, Sobeys, Office Pro, No Frills,
Mario's Chicken, Library, McDonalds, Tim Hortons,
Nith Valley Butcher, The Whining Tree, Town Square

Pharmasave, Heart'n Home Creations, Cook's Pharmacy,

Great Canadian Dollar, Wilmot Recreation Centre,
Pizza Arca, Old Country Restaurant, TLC Pet Food

Tavistock

Double D's Restaurant, D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim

Hortons, Hasty Market, Sam's Independent

Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library,

Tavistock Arena, Scotia Bank

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety,
Baden Coffee Company, Pharmacy in Baden Plaza

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market

Wellesley
Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy
Schmidtsville Restaurant, Wellesley Service

Shakespeare
Shakespeare Brewery, Shakespeare Variety

St.Agatha
Pfennings Store, Hasty Market

Petershurg

Petro Canada Gas Bar

Stratford

Food Basics, Sobeys, No Frills, Klomps Home & Garden
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NOV. 21, 2024

pPr esents
Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

AFRICAN SAFARI:
KENYA AND TANZANIA
JULY 28 - AUGUST 11, 2025

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796
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Grace United Church in Tavistock

welcomes new minister

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

The congregation at Grace United
Church in Tavistock recently wel-
comed their new, full-time minister,
who is the mother of two sons, Rory
and Graeme, and comes to the church
after being involved in the ministry
for the past 26 years.

In a recent interview, Rev. Marilyn
Arthur said she is incredibly grateful
to have been called to be the con-
gregational minister at Grace United
Church as of the end of October.

The faith community is filled with

inviting, welcoming, compassionate

e ¥

Rev. Marilyn Arthur conducts one of her first services before
the congregation at Grace United Church in Tavistock. Pho-
to by Gary West
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o

and kind people, and she said she is
fortunate to be in the ministry with
this congregation.

She says she has also very much en-
joyed getting to know the charming,
friendly town of Tavistock and looks
forward to being part of the broader
community in the future.

Arthur began her ministry 26 years
ago at Central United Church in
Woodstock as their Sunday school
coordinator and youth leader.

Four years later, she answered the
call to lead the children, youth and
young family ministry at Riverside
University Church in London.

4y . —hi

She said she was in the ministry
with this faith community for 19-and-
a-half years as a recognized designat-
ed lay minister.

For the past two-and-a-half years,
she has served three congregations
in London as their shared youth and
youth adult minister. In May 2024,
she was commissioned as a diaco-
nal minister and answered the call to

Grace United Church.
Her education includes George
Brown College, the Princeton

Seminary in New Jersey, Emmanuel
Theological School in Toronto and
Huron College in London.

WORSHIP IN WILMOT

TOWNSHIP

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner of Waterloo St and Byron St, New Hamburg
Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am. All are welcome.

https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease

4339 Huron Rd Wilmot Township
All are welcome.
Rev Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450

sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com

St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212
Pastor Jim Brown

Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon
discussion. All are welcome

OF happy childhood memonies

Sweet times gone by

woniTolenoe placed o s,

At This Time Of Year...

Thoghits neee fo foved enes, ot pase and presen',

Unrwrappdng roys, belping wich ohe baking and Sekdng the bowd,
Rewmermbering ahvays tholr kinomoss amd dove,

During your time of foss amd somrow, thank yow for the

CHouther-CHanklin ~,

1172 Heney Street,
Wellesley, MOB X110

Funeral Home Litd.

F10-656-TR50
chosfilfuther franklinfeneralbome com
weww. futher franklinfunerafhome.com

gregation at Tavistock’s Grace United Church. Contributed

photo
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Birthday
Open House

Ralph Gingerich

Saturday, December 14th
from 2pm-5pm
Steinmann Mennonite Church

1316 Snyder’s Road W
Baden, ON N3A 3H3

Best wishes only.
Donations for the food bank

for

are welcome.

SEND YOUR SPECIAL
OCCASION ADS TO:

THEWTGAZETTEQGMAIL.COM

NEUMEISTER
In Loving memory of Mary Margaret (Muschamp)
December 21, 1943- December 8, 2022
Two Years have past

Little did I know that day
That God was going to call your name
In life I loved you dearly
In Death I do the same

It broke my heart to lose you
But you did not go alone
For part of me went with you
The day God call you home

You left me peaceful memories
Your love is still my guide
And though I cannot see you
You are always by my side

1 hold you tightly within my heart
And there you will remain
1 live my life the best I can
Until that day we will meet again

Forever loved and deeply missed
By Your Loving Husband Ken and Family




The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Thursday, December 5, 2024

The Wilmot-Tavistock

Gazette Weekly Quiz

Marvel universe?

Bells?

televised?

which language?

10. What’s
frostbite?

more dangerous:

Answers found on page 30

1. What is the traditional birthstone of December?
Who plays the role of the Winter Soldier in the

3. How many times did the boy call “Wolf!”?
4. What was the original name for the song Jingle

5. What year was the Star Wars Holiday Special

6. What color are the berries of the mistletoe plant?
7. “Mele Kalikimaka” means Merry Christmas in

8. How many points does a snowflake have?
9. True or False. Greenland has green on their flag.
hypothermia or

GRANT

HAVEN Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
MEDIA

BE IN THE KNOW!

Get the Latest

Edition Delivered

Straight to Your
Inbox!

granthaven.com/wilmot-tavistock-gazette

ADVERTISE WITH US!

Contact Sharon Leis at
519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com

By Sydney Grant

Slowly but surely, I'm reading through the
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est.
1895). Within this weekly column I'd like to
share with you some of my findings.

December 4-11, 2019, Edition (5 years
ago)

A cold, dry day greeted participants in the
Tavistock Men’s Club annual Santa Claus
Parade on Saturday, Nov. 30, 2019. An east
wind kept spectators bundled up on the
parade route as the line of floats and cos-
tumed pedestrians wound their way south
through the village, then west and back up
to the centre of town.

On Sunday, Nov. 3, nine members of the
Oxford 4-H Classic Team travelled to the
Royal Agricultural Winter Fair in Toron-
to to participate at the 40th TD Canadian
4-H Dairy Classic. Team members worked
hard as a team at the event and supported
each other over the three days at the Clas-
sic competing with over 300 4-H mem-
bers from Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward Island. The team came
home with the honour of winning Premier
County by accumulating the most points
for showmanship, confirmation and ex-
hibit. This is the first time this trophy has
come to Oxford County. Team members
include Dani Karn, Brandon Wielinga, So-
phie Pike, Taylor Buckrell, Ri-Jul Tattoo
Magic, Megan Atkinson, Smithden Cin-
derdoor Aabriella, Ashley Smith, Come-
star Lamagoldy Goldwyn, George Mason,
Callum Karn and Alex McKay.

The ninth annual Spaghetti Dinner was
held at Quehl’s Restaurant on Wednesday,
Dec. 4, 2019 with proceeds donated to
the Tavistock Assistance Program (TAP).
The event was originally organized by
Amy (Larson) Yantzi and Emily Shantz in
2011 for a high school project. The event
has continued to grow each year. The buf-
fet-style dinner fed approximately 225 peo-
ple and co-sponsor Zehr Insurance donated
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two dollars for every plate purchased. This
year, the event raised $3,650 for TAP.

Hebron United Church members place
cookies in patron’s containers during the
11th annual Cookie Walk at the church
on Saturday morning, Dec. 7, 2019. Or-
ganizers said there were lots of first-time
customers this year. They sold 374 dozen
cookies and a spokesperson said they are
truly grateful to the kind folks who pur-
chased them.

December 2-9, 2009, Edition (15 years
ago)

The Tavistock branch of the Oxford
County Library is moving to a new home
more than three times its current size af-
ter Oxford County council approved a
lease agreement at their Nov. 25 meeting
allowing the library to relocate. Council’s
approval of the signing of the lease agree-
ment will allow the Tavistock Library to
move from the Carnegie library building
on Maria Street to the former Oxford Hotel
at 40 Woodstock St. S. The new Tavistock
Library will occupy the main floor of this
grand old building, which is being loving-
ly restored by its owners, Dave and Kim
Piggott.

During the spring and summer of 2009, the
Hickson and District Lions Club in con-
junction with the Hickson parks and recre-
ation committee installed new, accessible
washrooms and a new septic system in the
Hickson Park. With the financial assistance
of the Ontario Trillium Foundation, with a
grant of $74,700, and the backing of the
Township of East Zorra-Tavistock council,
the project proceeded during the summer
and was completed in the early fall.

The four Olympic torchbearers carrying
the flame through Tavistock on Sunday,
Dec. 27, 2009, are excited about their job.
Designated as a route community, Tav-
istock is fortunate to have the Vancouver
2010 Olympics Torch Relay pausing in the
village two days after Christmas to give the

community a chance to celebrate the Cana-
dian spirit in preparation for the Olympic
Winter Games beginning on Feb. 12, 2010.

Senior skaters from the Tavistock and Dis-
trict Skating Club earned medals at the
John McKay Memorial Invitational figure
skating competition held in Tillsonburg on
Saturday, Nov. 28. Jessica Quinn was first
in the WO Preliminary A Limited division
while Derika Nauta also placed first in the
WO Junior Bronze Limited category. Lau-
ren Holdsworth placed second in her flight
of the WO Preliminary A Limited division.

November 30 - December 7, 1994, Edi-
tion (30 years ago)

Two business dreams have been fulfilled
with the sale of the Nosy Nook Flowers and
Gifts shop in Tavistock effective Dec. 1,
1994. For the original owners, Doreen and
Ralph Bick, it was a dream that became re-
ality and blossomed into a beautiful busi-
ness in downtown Tavistock. For the new
owners, Brenda Smythe and Brenda Mead-
ows, it’s the result of a partnership that has
outgrown the beginnings and now requires
room to develop and mature.

Frank Meisner of Rensiem Holsteins, R.R.
7, Woodstock, has been named the 1994
recipient of the Curtis Clark Achievement
Award. His selection was announced on
Nov. 18 during the Holstein Show at the
Royal Agricultural Winter Fair in Toronto.
Frank is the seventh recipient of this award
established in 1988 to honour the integrity
and character of Master Cowman Curtis
Clark of Acme Holsteins.

The accounting firm of Clive A. Lawry,
C.M.A., moved into its new quarters at 18
Woodstock St. S in Tavistock last week
and invited past clients and friends in the
community to an open house on Tuesday
evening. The 1,200 square-foot facility has
been thoroughly renovated with a recep-
tion area, conference room and three mod-
ern offices on the main floor, and a large
filing area and research room downstairs.

WORSHIP

WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock
Phone: 519-655-2151

All are welcome

Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur

Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL

LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard

Church Office 519-655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE

Interim Pastor Harold Schlegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am.
Masks welcomed but not required.

All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship
service.

Stream services online at
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?

Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbe.org

Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN Lcc
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
Www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY

17 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock NOB 2R0
Phone: (519) 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church
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PJHL Roundup: Firebirds take four points from
Applejacks as tempers flare in Saturday’s matchup

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

One of the Provincial Junior Hockey
League’s (PJHL) best rivalries came to a
head over the weekend in Wellesley as the
Applejacks dropped both ends of a home-
and-home matchup with New Hamburg.

On Friday, each team took six minor
penalties in a 2-1 Firebirds win on home
ice. Wellesley led 1-0 on Eric Lacey’s
third of the season just under seven min-
utes into the first period. Jake Thompson
tied it up nine minutes into the third, his
10th of the year, before Keegan Metcalf’s
game-winning shorthanded marker found
the net just over two minutes later.

Saturday night’s game in Wellesley was
a much different story as New Hamburg
earned a 6-1 win in a game that featured
96 minutes in penalties, including seven
majors.

The drama reached a head at the 7:16
mark of the third period when Wellesley
goalie Brandon Abbot and New Hamburg
netminder Liam O’Leary challenged each
other at centre ice, removed their hel-
mets and went at it. Both will serve some
suspension time after being served with
gross-misconduct penalties along with
five-minute majors for fighting.

On the ice, Owen Bruder and Jack
MacDonald scored twice for the Firebirds
with singles going to Carter Niall and
Owen Fischer. Boden White scored his
first goal of the season for Wellesley in a
game that saw the Applejacks get outshot
42-17.

New Hamburg coach and general man-
ager Shane Gerber said he couldn’t ask
for more than taking four points against
Wellesley.

“If we had gotten three out of the four, I
would have been happy, so to end up with
all four was great.”

Despite the on-ice shenanigans Saturday
night, Gerber explained the rivalry with
the Applejacks isn’t the most heated in the
Doherty Division.

“I wouldn’t say it’s the biggest but it's

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

A — ]

Members of the New Hamburg Firebirds collected non-perishable food items during the
New Hamburg Board of Trade’s Santa Claus Parade on Sunday evening. Contributed photo

definitely a rivalry between two close
teams. We’ve had some good playoff
rounds with them over the years, but we’ve
had the same with Tavistock. It’s always
nice to have those close teams. It’s good
for travelling and for the fans.”

Teams in the PJHL have a tremendous
amount of turnover every year, mainly due
to the age of the players. It’s hard to say
how a team will gel until they get on the
ice but Gerber said he’s pleased with his
team’s progress just past the halfway point
of the season.

“The old saying, ‘The next man up,’ has
really taken its place here. We’ve dealt with
some injuries and illnesses and have relied
on our APs pretty heavily this year and
those guys are local. Everybody has taken
the opportunity they’ve been given, and to

1 Norwich Merchants

sit where we sit having gone through that,
we are extremely happy,” Gerber said.

The team’s injuries have included cap-
tain Owen Fischer and Jake Thomspon
who have a combined 13 games on the
shelf.

“The depth inside that room and the way
they take on the challenge, that’s what
builds successful teams,” said Gerber, who
added if there is one area where there is
room for improvement, it’s goals against
and team defence.

As for Saturday night, Gerber admitted
he didn’t want to see his goalie fighting at
centre ice, but the season goes on.

“It wasn’t ideal. We play them again in
two weeks in Wellesley and I hope the dust
settles and we can move on.”

Applejacks head coach Derek Lebold

said despite his starting goalie’s upcoming
suspension, he couldn’t be more pleased
with Abbot’s play.

“Brandon was outstanding in (the first
game); one of the best goaltending perfor-
mances | have seen during my three years
here. Our defense played a very heavy and
physical game, and I was extremely proud
of the way they logged heavy minutes.”

He added Jordan Abbott was moved
from forward to defense and rose to the
occasion.

“I thought he did a great job of keeping
his game simple while using his size to win
a lot of key defensive battles for us. All six
of our defencemen battled relentlessly and
I was proud of them,” Lebold said.

As for Saturday, Lebold explained they
played a solid first period but got away
from competing and didn’t keep up with
New Hamburg’s speed.

“It was frustrating but there are a lot of
correctable pieces we can take from that
game.”

Speaking to the goalie fight, Lebold said
while he didn’t want to see Abbot drop the
gloves, he understood his frustration.

“I certainly don't want that to be some-
thing Brandon adds regularly to his game,
but he had every right to make that deci-
sion given how we were playing in front
of him. He is a leader for us and hopefully
that sparks our group to compete more for
60 minutes as he never takes a night off.”

Lebold echoed Gerber’s remarks about
the next time the two teams play in two
weeks, saying the Applejacks will be
sticking to hockey and not focusing on
the extracurricular activities on the ice. He
added despite the weekend losses, he likes
where his team is at.

“I am proud of the group for how they
have gelled and have come together as we
integrate some new bodies into the lineup.
We do have another gear that this group
can hit, though, and we need to get that
out of them as we head into the upcoming
weekend here.”

w7 SOUTH DOHERTY DIVISION

STANDINGS

As of Wednesday, December 4

T
Samoomr v o 2L o son so B

Tavistock Geol'glan Bay
Royals Applekings

~ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7™
AT 7:30PM

TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT
RECREATION CENTRE

2 New Hamburg Firebirds 23
3 Woodstock Navy Vets 22
4 Wellesley Applejacks 21
5 Dorchester Dolphins 22
6 Tavistock Braves 22
7 Paris Titans 24
8 Hespeler Shamrocks 23

36
17 5 0 0 0 1 .8 2 99 69
14 7 0 0 1 1 29 0 86 68
12 7 1 0 2 1 .26 1 67 55
10 10 O 0 0 2 22 3 59 67
8 13 1 0 1 0 17 0 78 89
14 3 0 0 0 17 1 64 90
16 2 0 0 1 11 0 56 106

0.783 320 5-0-0-0 0.622
30 0761 378 15 17 | 2-0-0-0 0.589
18 0659 270 13 13 0-1-0-0 0.558
12 0619 486 9 10 0-2-0-0 0.549
-8 0500 375 7 10 2-0-0-0 0.468
-11 0386 511 7 7 | 1-0-0-0 0.467
-26 0354 320 6 0-2-1-0 0.416
-50 0.239 366 4 0-3-0-0 0.346
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Royals back in the win column

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

Deven Kropf’s goal with
just under seven minutes
remaining in the third pe-
riod was the game-winner,
breaking the Tavistock
Royals two-game los-
ing skid in Ontario Elite
Hockey League action on
Saturday night.

Tavistock downed the
visiting  Georgian Bay
Applekings to remain fifth
in league standings. Kropf,

Pictured to the right, the Tavistock Royals held a First Re-
sponders Night during the game against Georgian Bay on
Saturday. To the right of the Applekings captain is recent-
ly retired Tavistock Fire Chief Mike Donaldson, Tavistock
resident and advanced-care paramedic at Waterloo Region
Jeremy Bartlett. Bartlett is a recent recipient of the Gov-
ernor General’s Emergency Services Exemplary Service
Medal, receiving the honour in October. Two Oxford OPP
auxiliary officers were also on hand as was Royals captain
Tristan Hohl. Contributed photo
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who scored his fourth of
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The Royals trailed 1-0
after 20 minutes but a
powerplay goal by Luke
Fanjoy and a shorthanded
marker by Jeremy Munro
gave them a 2-1 lead after
two periods.

Next action for Tavistock
is Saturday night as
they host the Creemore
Coyotes.
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ce Your Vehicle, Spin the |
ml. and WIN Exciting Rewards!

&Fmd Your Perfeet Match: Pre-Owned Cars for Every Taste and Budget' &

BAD CREDIT... NO PROBLEM! All Credit Approved with $0 Down.

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thu. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 PARTS & SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00

*Our Service Department is Now Open on Saturdays®
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a Real Insurance broker
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EMBRACING

CHANGE

SENIORS LIVING -~ LOVING ~ LEARNING ~ LAVGHING

Snow fell throughout the weekend and into the week, making for a beautiful morning ear-

December 2024 lier this week along the banks of the Nith River in New Hamburg. Show Us Your Wilmot

T e = Facebook group member Michelle Egli-Shantz took this photo. Photo courtesy of Show
b Us Your Wilmot

" e Avallable noW‘

A’
u
e AGRIGULTURE To

« Australia Farm Tour ~ Jan/Feb 2025

« New Zealand Farm Tour ~ Jan 2025
« Costa Rica Farm Tour ~ Feb 2025

« Singapore, Bali & Philippines Cruise ~ Feb/Mar 2025
« England & Scotland Farm Tour ~ May/June 2025
- Norway & Germany Cruise ~ May/June 2025
« Ireland Farm Tour ~ June 2025

« Alberta/BC Farm Tour ~ July 2025

S ELEC OUR TOURS MAY BE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
HO L IDAYS T0 QUALIFIED FARMERS
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION
, p— = 1-800-661-4326
VISIT US ONLINE at www.embracingchange.ca

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE for free monthly editions www.selectholidays.com




GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

The Red Barn next door to St. James
Lutheran Church in North Easthope
Township, northeast of Amulree, was the
setting for a Journey to Bethlehem to rec-
ognize the true meaning of Christmas.

This was the 27th year church organizers
have put on the play and, after two produc-
tions at 4 and 7 p.m., hundreds of attendees
were very impressed with the well-written
production and the local actors who rec-
reated the nativity scene alongside live

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Journey to Bethlehem in North Easthope Township

animals.

Organizers said everyone’s contribu-
tion is as important as the next, and they
thanked everyone who came out and all
those who worked so hard and participated
again this year.

The Journey to Bethlehem at St. James
Church was first organized many years
ago and, even though a number of area
residents were involved, organizers of
this year’s production thanked North
Easthope’s Sharon Lindner, who really
got it started with her high energy 27 years

In the red barn next to St. James Lutheran Church on Perth Road

106 are a grandfather and grandmother sitting in a stable in rock-
ing chairs explaining to their grandchildren the true meaning of
Christmas and the birth of Jesus in a stable in Bethlehem. Photos

by Gary West

HAPPY HILLS RETIREMENT-LEASED LAND-T2 MONTH
[.mliﬂ ZBEDROOM, LIPDATED BATH, SPACIOUS

PRINCIPAL RDOMS

GUELPH-QUIET CUL DE SAC- SPACIOUS YARD, SIEEI

ROOF, HARDWOOD FLODRS

. ADULT LIFESTYLE DESIGH-NEW HAMBLIRG CONDO
[PEN HOUSE SAT. DEC. 7TH -3 PMT

CORNER SPACIOUS LOT-PRICE IMPROVEMENT :

D MLS# 40651761 §
S645.500 341 BED, 2 BATH

PROFESSIONAL

www_peakiealtyltd.com

HONEST
ww. willseyrealestate.com
WORKING TO SERVE BUVERS AND SELLERS SINCE 2005
RURAL"RESIDENTIAL “COMMERCIAL “AGRICULTURAL-WRTERLOD REGIDN, PERTH & OXFORD COUNTIES

§ MINUTES T0 WOOOSTOCK AND 401-EMBRD- %7

ago.

For those who were not part of the
large crowd in attendance, the play cen-
tres around a grandmother and grandfa-
ther retelling the Christmas story to their
grandchildren in this live nativity scene.
The night also featured the singing of
Christmas carols like “Silent Night,” “Joy
to the World” and “We Three Kings,” to
name only a few.

It’s very much a joint effort with
many members and youth of St. James,
neighbouring churches and the outside

A large crowd of onlookers listen to angels and children from the
audience sing the Christmas carol, “O’ Little Town of Bethlehem.”

Thursday, December 5, 2024

community helping to make it another suc-
cessful production.

Local New Hamburg veterinarian Dr.
Mike Ritter has loaned his donkey, Noah,
to the church for over 20 years for the
production.

Several other area families have been
coming for many years as part of their
family’s annual Christmas tradition to tell
the real meaning of Christmas with the
birth of Jesus.

Organizers said they hope to be back for
their 28th year next Christmas.

Mary and Joseph watch over the recreated birth

of the Christ child on Christmas Day.

OPEN HOUSE SAT/SUM. DEC. 7TH & 8TH2-4 PM
* LARGER THAN IT APPEARS! SPACIOUS LOT & ﬁ

EXPERIENCED

willseyalisanggmail.com
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Direct 519-275-4900
Office: 519-662-4900

PEAK

BEALTY

BRACOKER:
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£739.900 3 bed, 4 baths
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GIVE THE GIFT OF LOCAL
NEWS THIS CHRISTMAS!

Contact us at

granthavenmedia@gmail.com

to order a gift newspaper subscription
or treat yourself for 2025!

Annual subscription to The
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
only $71.43 + GST = $75.00

I T T
The Wilmol-Tavistock Gazelte

THE ALL NEWPZOZS |

FINANCE A 2025 SPORTAGE LX FWD FROM:

$109

AND GET

Mrta_. = :
$500 oy - HOLIDAY BONUS CASH

1% Kia Loyalty Rate
Deducﬂon .

IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. $0 DOWN, SIGN & DRIVE TODAY

___ -
B,

“I/' (519) 508-5755 gy
Strﬂtfﬁ)rd 863 Erie St., Stratford ON T '

WWW. straﬁordkla com
STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thu. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-5at. 9:00-6:00 PARTS & SERVICE: Mon.-Fri, 6:00; Sat. 8:00 0 (By Appointment Only)
T&C APPLY
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Outdoor rinks beginning
to take shape in Tavistock

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

With colder weather on Dec. 1 than we
have seen for a couple years, it seemed
like a good time to start making an out-
door rink bigger than most backyard skat-
ing surfaces.

This one is behind the Tavistock
Missionary Church on Mogk Street in
Tavistock. Will Gunn, along with his
11-year-old daughter, Elaina, were busy

P -'.‘_L":J ” Ls

T S

Saturday putting up planks and stakes to
get ready for the plastic that will hold the
water that will freeze for outdoor skating
and hockey.

The rink measures 64 by 100 feet and the
pair were working hand in hand to com-
plete the job. Gunn runs his own construc-
tion company, Complete Construction, and
volunteers his time at his family’s church.

His daughter said she was glad to help
out with the rink.

Gazette Puzzles

"CHRISTMAS ? "

On Saturday, Will Gunn with daughter Elaina prepare the backyard ice rink behind Tavistock

Missionary Church. Photo by Gary West-
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VMNOOFFLLEGEDMETI JAKDO
OTAWDCUSXMCXHLTFNHSK I
BJYSQEKVVYROTSEMDIPT
AGRAJGDIPCSAJMNSVDZA
TFLSOGGTNLZKVYHNDARNR
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Candles Cookies Shopping
Cards Decorations Stocking
Carols Eve Story
Celebration Garland Time
Concert Party Tree
SPONSORED BY:
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Pet of the Week
( MATILDA

Meet Matilda, a spirited little mixed-breed pup with
a heart full of potential. This sweet girl may start out
shy, but with patience and love, her affectionate and
playful side blossoms. Matilda is a foodie at heart,
so mealtime is a treat! However, she’ll need a family
that understands her need for solo dining to avoid
sharing mishaps. This high-energy cutie thrives with
lots of exercise and mental enrichment. Matilda’s
ideal home is with patient, dog-savvy folks ready to '
help her with training, socialization, and confidence-
building. If you're seeking a loyal, loving companion,
Matilda is eager to join your journey! For more
information on Matilda, visit The Humane Society of
Kitchener Waterloo and Stratford Perth's website at:
\kwsphumane.ca -

SPONSORED BY: 3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
TLC PET FOOD t< 1 519-662-9500 | www.ticpetfood.com
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Trump’s not joking about Canada becoming 51st state

FROM THE
DESK

By Stewart Grant
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Well, that didn’t take long.

Trump is still six weeks from
officially being back in office,
but already he is floating the
idea of redrawing the North
American map.

Fox News reported Monday
night that “when Trudeau told
President-Elect Trump new

tariffs would kill the Canadian
economy, Trump joked to him
that if Canada cant survive
without ripping off the U.S. to
the tune of $100 billion a year,
then maybe Canada should be-
come the 51st state and Trudeau
could become its governor.”

Something we should know

about Donald Trump by now is
that he’s not known as someone
who jokes. Moreso, he’s known
as someone who says the qui-
et part out loud. Most of all
though, he’s known for being
an extreme narcissist; one who
constantly seeks attention and
one who considers himself to
be of great importance.

The thing that worries me most
about a second Trump presi-
dency is his first term, in the
grand scheme of things, was not
that historically important. Now
that Trump has secured the first
goal of his second term (stay-
ing out of jail), he can move on
to doing something of equally
great importance to him: build-
ing a legacy so his name will
be remembered not just in our
century, but for the many cen-

turies that follow.

But how can one be remem-
bered for a thousand years? It's
not easy. Good or bad, you need
to do something very signifi-
cant, very memorable. Many of
the names that will long be re-
membered, such as Alexander
the Great, Charlemagne, Geng-
his Khan, Adolf Hitler, were all
empire builders. Redrawing
maps is the number-one way to
be remembered, unless you are
Jesus.

I don’t believe for a minute that
Donald Trump truly cares about
“Making America Great Again”
for your everyday person. It's a
memorable and effective catch-
phrase. I also don't believe that
illegal immigrants coming over
the Canadian border is of par-
ticularly great danger to the se-

curity of the United States. In-
stead, Trump highlighting this
issue and threatening a 25 per-
cent tariff was a means to open
a dialogue about Canada. In the
coming months, expect right-
wing talk shows, social media
bots, and Elon Musk’s X plat-
form to spread misinformation
exaggerating about “the prob-
lems with the Canadian border”
or making the case for “why
Canada should join the U.S.”

Canada, with its vast resources,
is a very attractive asset for a
U.S. president who constantly
seeks recognition and notoriety.

There’s Trump Tower, Trump
National Golf Club, Trump
Coins, even a Trump Bible.
Does he envision a 51st state,
perhaps dubbed Trump North?
It’s a terrifying thought.
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A new outlook for the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CLIMATE
CORNER

By Ashley Ropp,
Nith Valley EcoBoosters

‘Wait! Don’t turn the page!

I know that coming across the
word, “climate,” can be quick to
put people off. Whether you're
scrolling on social media, flip-
ping through the newspaper,
or just having a conversation,
hearing words like green, sus-
tainability and climate change
are signs to stop listening.

And who can blame you? No-
body wants to hear more di-
sastrous news when there’s
already more than enough.
Nobody wants to be guilted or
lectured for the endless ways
they don'’t live sustainably; how
much red meat they eat, the fact
that they don’t drive an electric

car, their plastic to-go cups, or
their water usage. The list goes
on and on.

But, regardless of the contro-
versial nature of the subject,
regardless of the frustration
we've all grown to feel within
these conversations, regardless
of your personal investment
in the issue, climate change is
here, and we need to talk about
it. And I don't just mean talking
about far-out goals that will
continuously be pushed back —
lowering whatever percentage
of emissions by whatever year.
I mean we need to talk about
lowering emissions now!

What if words like climate or

environment weren't the signs
of a not only divisive, but in-
tensely grating conversation
coming to life? In a world of in-
creasing political tension, com-
munity division and all-con-
suming uncertainty, I believe
it's crucial these words make
their way into our daily vocab-
ulary so that we can have gen-
uinely constructive, productive
and truthful conversations. I
believe we need a new outlook
on our climate conversations.

Speaking of what I believe, I
should probably explain who
I am. My name is Ashley Ropp
and I am a lifelong resident of
Tavistock, a lover of art and
someone who has whatever
the opposite of a green thumb
is. Most importantly, I am com-
mitted to learning about the
best ways to help those around
me — about how to advocate for
environmental and social jus-
tice, and, currently, about how
to write a column for the local
newspaper. I am thrilled to in-
troduce my column, Climate
Corner.

In Climate Corner, I will dis-
cuss topics about sustainability;,

the environment and climate
change. I will do it with this new
outlook of which I so cryptical-
ly speak. For too long, climate
action has been presented as
something for specific people.
It's for activists not regular peo-
ple. It’s for people with excess
money, those who can afford
house renovations and electric
vehicles. It's for people in spe-
cific spaces — political spaces,
that is.

It's time for a change. At the risk
of sounding preachy, I think it’s
time we start realizing that cli-
mate action is for everyone, in
our everyday lives. I want to
explore and learn alongside
everyone who is willing to read
this column. How can we make
climate action effective, acces-
sible, practical and non-divisive
so we can all sleep better know-
ing our future is bright? (Bright
green, that is!)

And most crucially, I want us
to make climate action not bor-
ing. This doesn’t have to be an
insufferable chore, and this
bright-green future I speak of
doesn’t have to be a miserable
life of inconvenience where

paper straws dissolve in our
drinks and every field is filled
with towering windmills. There
is no universal definition of an
environmentally  sustainable
community. Once we realize we
can create a more just and en-
joyable world, the creative task
of defining our environmentally
sustainable community can be-
gin - in Wilmot, in our individ-
ual towns, workplaces, schools,
homes and in every other com-
munity which we enjoy.

Climate Corner represents Nith
Valley EcoBoosters (NVEB).
The NVEB is a not-for-profit,
politically non-partisan volun-
teer group established in 2015.
It is committed to achieving and
supporting a long-term healthy
environment in Wilmot and
Wellesley townships through
education, action and collab-
oration. In nine years of work,
they have organized 18 live or
online workshops, webinars
and events. For more informa-
tion on the group, visit nveco-
boosters.com. Climate Corner
will include NVEB updates and
how you can get involved or
support us.
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My December happy holistic holiday wishes

HEALTHY
TIPS

HEAPS OF

By Mercedes Kay Gold

As a wellness expert, my holis-
tic holiday wishes are for you to
check off a happy, holistic, winter
bucket list.

Living in balance is key. End
2024 with synergy between mind,
body and spirit and a mindset
ready to make fitness and nutrition
a bigger part of 2025. The choic-
es you make impact the quality
of life today and tomorrow for
you, friends, loved ones and those
whose lives you touch.

Get outside and enjoy Mother
Nature. Make a snowman or have

a snowball fight.
Exercise outdoors. Whether
you skate, snowshoe or walk,

they are all great forms of exer-
cise. Activity comes in all forms.
Shovelling is considered cardio,
burning over 400 calories in an
hour for a person weighing 155
pounds.

Make hot chocolate but skip
conventional powders. Instead
use pure cocoa and full-fat coco-
nut milk with a teaspoon of maple
syrup.

Stay in your PJ’s and cuddle up
with a cup of cozy chamomile tea.

Read a health book linked to
longevity. It’s never too late or too
early to start living your best life.

Make soup. Warm up with a
hearty squash or pumpkin-coco-
nut soup flavoured with anti-in-
flammatory herb turmeric and fla-
vour-boosting curry.

Take your bestie to coffee. A
Portuguesa Bakery is a quaint
café located at 74 Huron St. in
New Hamburg, and they have the
most incredible coffee, tempting
pastries, cakes, fancy deserts and
sandwiches for chats.

Clothes snug? Set a fitness
goal! Need to shed a few pounds?

Increase muscle? Either way, you
will be smaller so go ahead and
donate to the MCC Thrift Shop at
41 Heritage Dr. in New Hamburg.

Make bone broth from scratch.
It’s easy, nourishing and a favor-
ite go-to on low-calorie and keto
diets, and a fabulous way to break
fasting.

Donate to a food drive. Skip
sugar and unhealthy fats. Choose
plain oatmeal, pasta, unsweet-
ened apple sauce or canned tuna
as healthy, helping-others options.

Watch a holiday movie and
snack on air-popped popcorn with
melted butter or go plant-based
with coconut oil and Himalayan
salt.

De-stress. Soaking in a bathtub
filled with hot water and magne-
sium flakes replenishes the body
while soothing sore muscles.

Clean and organize your home.
Decluttering your space can im-
prove your energy field. Go meta-
physical and hang a crystal in the
window to attract light.

Donate to a local Christmas toy
drive but choose a gift that has
kids up and moving. Kids’ hop-
per balls are huge, indoor fun.
Balance stepping stones for an
outrageous obstacle course or a
plastic bowling set for super fun,
snowed-in days.
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Happy Holistic Holidays from health-and-wellness columnist, Mercedes
Kay Gold. Photo by Mercedes Kay Gold

Eat seasonally showing love to
Ontario farmers. Power up with
a plant-based stew of parsnips,
beets and carrots. Poach pears and
top with cinnamon and a drizzle
of honey for a simple yet elegant
dessert.

Start a journal. Write a list of
things you are grateful for.

Fall in love with you. Write a
list of things you love about your-
self. Don’t be shy.

December is a busy bee month
with social gatherings and a slew
of smiling to do. Schedule a date
with the most important person in
life, YOU!

Happy holistic holidays!

Buying a fixer upper

EXPERT
ADVICE

By Isabel Livingston

REAL ESTATE

[ can’t believe I have yet to write
about this topic; it is one [ am par-
ticularly excited to talk about!

A little background as to why
and a little fun fact about me to
go with it. I am currently in the
process of renovating my own
fixer upper with my boyfriend to
move into! So exciting, I know.
It has been a crazy fun project for
the two of us and such an exciting
way to start building some equity.

We have taken on a quite large
project with our fixer upper — two
dump runs, new bathrooms, new
floors in the entire home, dry-
wall and paint, kitchen renos, you
name it and we are probably doing
something with it. Having experi-
enced this all first-hand and in real
time, I wanted to share this ap-
proach with you all and help guide
you through what to look for and
what to watch out for.

Disclaimer: I know a fixer upper
isn’t for everyone and I am by no
means an expert when it comes to
home renovations, so today will
simply be coming from a realtor’s
perspective when looking at a fix-
er upper.

First and foremost, determine
how much of a project you are
wanting and/or able to undertake.
Is it purely cosmetic, ripping it
right down to studs or somewhere
in between? From here, we can
determine budget. How much
are you wanting to spend on the
project all in? Here is a fun little
fact you may not know about;
you can sometimes roll some of
the costs of your renovations into
your mortgage. Talk to your mort-
gage agent about this option if it
is something you are considering
to see your qualifications! There
are also incentives for different
improvements and upgrades that

you can get money back from.
Windows and doors that improve
energy efficiency are pretty com-
mon examples.

Now we get to go and look at
homes. What exactly are we look-
ing for when walking through a
fixer upper? Well, a lot of the same
things we would look for if you
weren’t buying a fixer upper like
anything that may seem alarming
and does not fit into what you are
wanting to do to the home, or big-
ger-ticket items like foundation
and structural issues, water issues,
or electrical, plumbing and heat-
ing-system concerns.

Fixer uppers tend to be older
homes and a home inspection is
highly recommended. I am not
a plumber or an electrician and
your realtor likely isn’t either, so
we leave diagnosing these sorts of
issues up to the people who are.
A home inspection condition on

your offer will allow us to have the
right people with the right knowl-
edge come look at the home and
ensure everything checks out and
any issues can be made apparent.

When purchasing a fixer upper,
it is my goal that my clients love
the home, the home fits into their
vision of what they hope to turn it
into and any issues are disclosed
prior to them securing the home to
minimize the surprises as much as
we possibly can.

Now the fun part. Happy
renovating!

For article suggestions or ques-
tions about real estate, feel free to
contact me anytime at 226-232-
4236 or ilivingstonsells@gmail.
com.

Isabel Livingston is a sales
representative with Gale Group
Realty Brokerage Ltd. and the
Jennifer Gale Real Estate Team.

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694
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Getting the real story at Pier 21

OH, THE
PLACES
WE'LL GO

By Paul Knowles

Some travel experiences are
just plain fun; some offer a com-
bination of entertainment and
education; and some are simply
serious — sometimes life-chang-
ingly serious.

I would put the Canadian Mu-
seum of Immigration at Pier
21 in the latter category. If you
spend the time and pay attention
as you make your way through
the exhibits at this museum
on the Halifax waterfront, you
will come out with a lot of new
knowledge and perhaps even
some changed perspectives.

You may even learn some new
things about your own personal
heritage — but more about that
later, in our last stop at the mu-
seum.

Pier 21 was where about a
million immigrants first set foot
in Canaada, from 1928 to 1971.
It was also an important transfer
site for the Canadian military
during World War II. So iron-
ically, this is the place where
many new Canadians entered
the country for the first time,
and also the place where many
young Canadians left the coun-
try, too often for the last time, as
they headed for the battlefields
of Europe.

Those kinds of stories would
make it easy for Pier 21 to be
romanticized as heartwarming
stories of newcomers and cou-
rageous stories of young sol-
diers are told. And while, yes,
those accounts are part of the
narrative here, Pier 21 does not
duck the ugly realities of Cana-
da’s racist immigration policies

The Wheel of Conscience is in-
spired by the horrific story of Cana-
da's rejection of the MSS St. Louis,
which carried 900 Jewish refugees
trying to escape Nazi Germany.

that lasted throughout the ma-
jority of our national history.

And that is, above all, the
cause of the new knowledge
and changed perspectives that
can result from your visit, as [
mentioned above.

The problem is summed up
on one information panel enti-
tled, Why Europeans? It reads,
in part, “Canadian immigra-
tion policies overwhelmingly
favoured white Europeans and
Americans. Racist immigration
policy and practice effectively
excluded African, Asian and
other racialized people until
just a few years before Pier 21
closed in 1971.”

The museum tells its stories
with brutal honesty. When we
visited, there was a deeply mov-
ing exhibit concerning the re-
ality of slavery in Canada. The
facts as presented were in stark
contrast to our comfortable im-
age of Canada as the welcoming
terminus of the underground
railway, which welcomed en-
slaved people escaping from
slavery in the U.S. That certain-
ly happened, but so did slavery,
with all its horrors, for a peri-
od that extended from 1629 to
1834.

Pier 21 owes its very existence
to the work of a woman, herself
the daughter of Jewish-Russian
immigrants who settled in Cape
Breton. Ruth M. Goldbloom led
the campaign to restore Pier 21
as a museum telling the stories
of immigrants. Pier 21 opened
in 1999. A decade later, it of-
ficially became The Canadian
Museum of Immigration at Pier
21, Canada’s sixth national mu-
seum (four are in Ottawa, the
fifth, the National Museum of
Human Rights, is in Winnipeg).

Pier 21 is a facility that re-
wards those who take the time
to read all of the information
panels. There you find the true
story of immigration, and you
will inevitably pause to reflect
on our national history, a mixed
bag at best. Rivalling the stories
of slavery for sheer horror is the
account of the ship, the MSS St.
Louis. In 1939, the MSS St. Lou-
is attempted to land in Canada.
It carried 900 Jewish refugees

attempting to escape Nazi Ger-
many. Prime Minister William
Lyon Mckenzie King refused
to allow the ship to land, and
sent it back to Germany, where
over a quarter of the passengers
eventually died in concentration
camps.

This, one of the darkest mo-
ments in Canadian history, is
commemorated in an installa-
tion at Pier 21 called The Wheel
of Conscience. The dramatic
creation of Daniel Libeskind in-
cludes four interlocking gears.
The smallest, labelled hatred,
activates the racism wheel,
which moves the xenopho-
bia gear, which drives the an-
ti-Semitism wheel. The names
of the passengers are etched on
glass in the piece.

The museum not only offers
hours of exhibited reading ma-
terials, carrying the visitor from
the darkest days of immigration
policies to today’s much more
inclusive times, but there are
also regular tours presented by
clever and entertaining guides.

The museum’s theatre shows
an uplifting film featuring re-
cent immigrants to Canada.

And visitors may be surprised
to discover the family research
centre, where knowledgeable
staffers are poised behind com-
puter screens, ready to help you
with your individual quest for
personal history.

We had come quite unpre-
pared for such an opportunity,
but after dredging up a very
few bits of personal genealogy,
I was surprised at how much
information our guide was able
to excavate from the records.
In a matter of minutes, we had
gone back six generations in
the history of my birth family
— a family I only discovered a
few years ago. I left with a few
sheets of information, including
the earliest ancestor discovered
in that brief time, a man with
the intriguing name of Ritchi-
son Travers.

So avid, amateur genealogists
may want to skip the tour and
spend all their time in the family
research centre! But that would
be a shame, because time spend
at Pier 21 will change your per-
spective on the history of our
country. You will feel shame
at what we were, and perhaps
pride at what we are becoming.
We can hope so, anyway.

Paul Knowles is an author
and travel writer, and presi-
dent of the Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada. To contact
Paul about travel, his books, or
speaking engagements, email
pknowles@golden.net.
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Pier 21, the Canadian Museum of Immigration, on the Halifax waterfront.

All photos by Paul Knowles

Pier 21 founder Ruth M. Goldbloom
was the daughter of Jewish-Rus-
sian immigrants to Canada.

Hockey fans WI|| remember this fa-
mous immigrant to Canada — Hock-
ey Hall of Famer Stan Mikita, who
came to Canada as a child from the
former Czechoslovakia.

An art installation by Métis artist Tracey-Mae Chambers. The piece reflects
the conflicting emotions inspired by the colour red and according to the
artist is an attempt "to bridge the gap between settlers and First Nations."
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Stay sharp in the chill: Winter-fashion essentials for men

DRESS
SHARP.
SPEND
SMART.

By Scott Dunstall

Winter’s here and it’s time to
layer up and stay warm without
losing your style.

Whether you’re heading to
work, meeting friends, or just
braving the cold, it’s easy to look
sharp while staying comfortable.

Here’s your guide to practical,
stylish winter fashion.

Coats: _The  cold-weather
heroes

Your coat is the centerpiece of
your winter wardrobe. A good one
keeps you warm and pulls your
look together. Here are some solid
options:

Wool overcoats

Classic and versatile, wool
overcoats work for both formal
and casual outfits. Stick to colours
like navy, charcoal, or camel for
easy pairing with your wardrobe.
Wear it with slim-fit pants and
Chelsea boots for a polished look.

Parkas

For outdoor, laid-back vibes,

weekend outfit.

Peacoats

A peacoat offers a sharp, tai-
lored silhouette that’s great for
semi-formal occasions. Layer it
over a turtleneck or sweater and
pair it with leather boots for a
sleek, put-together style.

Puffer jackets

For casual days, puffer jackets
are practical and stylish. Stick to
simple colours like black or green
and pair them with slim jeans and
boots for an easy, sporty vibe.

Boots: Style meets function

Winter boots can be practical
without sacrificing style. These
options keep you looking good
while staying warm:

Chelsea boots

Sleek and timeless, Chelsea
boots work for everything from
office wear to nights out. Choose
leather for a classic look or suede
for added texture. Pair them with
dark jeans and a wool coat for a

brown or oxblood, and pair them
with chinos or jeans. Add a scarf
for a polished finish.

Brogue boots

Brogue boots bring a heri-
tage-inspired feel with their de-
tailed stitching. They pair well
with wool coats and tailored
pants, giving you a vintage yet
polished look.

Jodhpur boots

With their strap-and-buckle de-
sign, Jodhpur boots are a sleek
option for a modern, sophisticat-
ed outfit. Wear them with slim-fit
trousers and a structured coat.

Dress boots

For formal occasions, dress
boots in polished leather are a
must. They work perfectly with
suits and overcoats, giving your
outfit a refined edge.

Accessories: _The
matter

Winter accessories aren’t just
functional, they’re the finishing
touch that completes your look.

Scarves

Choose classic patterns like
plaid or herringbone or go bold
with colour to brighten up neu-
tral coats. Wool and cashmere are
warm and stylish.

Gloves

Leather gloves with wool or
cashmere lining are both practical
and sleek. Knit gloves with touch-
screen tips are a great choice for
casual looks.

details

Sweaters: The layer you’ll live
in

Sweaters are essential for winter
style, giving you warmth and ver-
satility. Here’s how to wear them:

Turtlenecks

Turtlenecks are a winter staple.
Go for thin, neutral-coloured ones
for layering or chunky knits for a
cozy, rugged look. Pair them with
wool overcoats or peacoats.

Cable-knit sweaters

Cable-knit sweaters add texture
and personality to your outfit.
Wear them with dark jeans or cor-
duroy pants under a peacoat for a
timeless winter look.

Cardigans

Cardigans are perfect for layer-
ing. Wear a fitted one over a dress
shirt and tie for work or throw one
over a t-shirt for a relaxed, casual
vibe.

Crewneck sweaters

A classic crewneck sweater is
a go-to piece. Pair it with chinos
and a puffer jacket for a clean, ca-
sual style.

Quarter-zip sweaters

These are the perfect balance
of sporty and refined. Layer one
under a coat or wear it solo with
tailored chinos and boots for a
smart-casual look.

Layer smart, not bulky

The key to winter layering is
warmth without bulk. Start with
thin, heat-retaining base layers
like thermals or merino wool.

Mix colours and textures

Winter is the perfect time to ex-
periment with textures like tweed,
corduroy, or chunky knits. Deep
colours like burgundy, forest
green and mustard add richness to
your look, while neutrals like grey
and black keep it balanced. Stick
to a maximum of three tones to
keep your outfit cohesive.

The bottom line

Winter style doesn’t have to be
complicated. With the right coat,
boots and accessories — and a
little attention to layering — you
can stay warm and look great.
Whether you’re heading to the
office or hitting the town, these
essentials will have you covered
all season.

Stay warm, stay stylish!

Scott Dunstall has been on a
stylistic journey for over 10 years.
His belief is that every guy has a
style of their own. When it s discov-
ered, it empowers and builds con-
fidence. Scott has appeared sever-
al times on Rogers TV Kitchener
as a guest on DAYTIME. His
writing has been republished by
LinkedIn Top Influencer and INC.
Magazine contributing editor, Jeff
Haden. He has also written sever-
al pieces for the Baden Outlook.
You can follow Scott on Instagram
@everydaystylebyscott  or on
LinkedIn @scottdunstall or Life
& Style Wilmot on Facebook. Feel
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Mmassel's marine Sl

596633 County Rd 59, 3 miles south of Tavistock

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Contact Sharon Leis

at 519-580-5418 or
sharonbleis@gmail.com

Apples available are Spartans, Gala,
Empire, Cortland, Tolman Sweets, Russets,
Ambrosia, Northern Spy, Mutsu,

_______ Red & Golden Delicious and Idared.
Apple Products, Fresh local produce,
Honey, Jams and Pickles and Squash

«_ Beautiful Fraser Fir Wreaths s
»O and Christmas Urns \
%Vﬁed Grapefruit and California Navel Oranges

HOURS: Monday - Saturday, 9 am - 5 pm
Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947

(519) 662-1650 :
www.masselsmarine.com

38 Milton Street New Hamburg
(866) 627-7357

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes
Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing

& LEGEND
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GO BOLDLY.

Peaceful Meadows Retirement Residence

Now Open to Accepting New Residents

We offer

WAYNE ECKSTEIN
Plant Manager

wayne@waldorindustries.on.ca

WAL-DOR INDUSTRIES LIMITED

202 Bergey Court, New Hamburg, Ontario N3A 2J5

CUSTOM STEEL FABRICATING
STEEL - Sheets, Structural
- Aluminum, Stainless

TEL: (519) 662-2820

Respite Care

Call: 519-595-8087

Are you or a loved one looking for a place to retire with peace of mind?

Look no further... Peaceful Meadows is here to serve you!

Call or email us today for more information or to schedule a tour of our facility.

Newly renovated suites

Assisted living accommodations

Nursing and Care Staff available 24/7
Laundry and cleaning services

Fresh home-cooked meals

Email: info@peacefulmeadows.ca

Website @ www.peacefulmeadows.ca

Address: 6124 Ana Street
Brunner, ON NOK 1CO
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B-W FEED & SUPPLY Family owned

BEYOND NUTRITION Wy, &
WWW .BWFEED.CA e 519-662-1773 Operated

Serving
Ontario
Agricul ture
since 1966!

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25

Wellesley Council budget meeting Tales for Tots | Join Miss Kathy for Community Christmas Dinner for
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. storytime! those in need of community, food or
Council chambers 10 - 11a.m. cheer
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill Tavistock Public Library 12 noon
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock Email info@wilmotfamilyresourcecentre.ca i " .
or call 519-662-2731 by December 18 to register - .
Steinmann Mennonite Church =

Candlelit Vigil Commemorating
Domestic Violence Awareness Month | 21st Annual Christmas Tyme in

6 p.m. Wellesley
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 532 6:45 p.m.
65 Boullee St., New Hamburg 1 "‘ M E RRY ,’

1316 Snyder's Rd W, Baden

Details on page 7 Ny “ralaser”
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 JANUARY 1, 2025
Live Nativity Walk Thru A Jazzy Christmas Concert with Jack
5-8p.m. and Kyla
www.ezmennonite.ca 7 p-m.
East Zorra Mennonite Church Pay What You Can - All are welcome A Dv E RT I s E
677044 16th Line, Tavistock Zion United Church
215 Peel Street, New Hamburg '
MONDAY, DECEMBER 9 w I T H Us -
MONDAY, DECEMBER 16
Wilmot Council budget meeting
6-9 p.m. Wilmot Council meeting Co n ta Ct
Council chambers 7-11p.m. -
60 Snyder's Road West Baden Council chambers s h a ro n Le Is

60 Snyder's Road West Baden

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18

East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
7:00 p.m.

Council Chambers

89 Loveys Street E., Hickson

at
519-580-5418
or
sharonbleis@
gmail.com

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10

Wellesley Council meeting
6:45p.m.

Council chambers

4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill

Tales for Tots | Join Miss Kathy for
storytime!
10 -11 a.m.

Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock DECEMBER 26, 2024

The PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

o . e The Community Calendar allows non-profit organizations to promote their free admission

Wllmot_TaVlstock community events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location

as well as contact information (ie phone number, email address or website).
Gazette ¢ If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, The

Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette offers the following options for promoting your community events:

. . o Coming Events Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $10 + hst

Deadline: TueSday prior at 3 p-m. o Coming Events Boxed Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
Contact: thewtgazette@gmail,com o Display Ad - Sizes begin at a Small Classified Display ad (3.3" x 2.5") - $35 + hst

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR LOCAL PAPER!
SEND US YOUR STORY IDEAS AND YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TO GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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CLASSIFIED ADS —

FOR SALE

Snowblower. Cub Cadet, 5 hp. Electric Start. Heated han-
dles, headlight, steering trigger control. Many extras. Good
condition. Wellesley $875. 519-656-0522

CLASSES COMING EVENTS

FOR SALE

TREES: Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches,
Plums, Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines,
Blueberry, Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc.

Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy
hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+. Flowering shrubs and much more.
Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm Martin's
Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Road, Wroxeter (1 concession
north of Wroxeter on Belmore Line)

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(NEVER KNOWN TO FAIL)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mount Carmel fruitful vine,
splendor of Heaven, Blessed mother of the Son of God,
Immaculate virgin, assist me in my necessities. Oh star of
the sea help and show me herein You are my mother. Oh,
Holy Mary Mother of God Queen of Heaven and Earth, |
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to secure
me in my necessity (make requests), there are none that
can withstand your power. Oh Mary conceived and without
sin pray for us who have recourse to thee Holy Mary, | place
card in your hands (three times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days you must publish for it to be granted
Thank you to the blessings of Virgin Mary

S.F.

Karate Christmas Special!
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS
6 weeks plus uniform only $139.99!

Taxes extra. Beginners only.
Join now or give as a gift
Special ends Jan. 4, 2025

Group classes for ages 4 to adult

Classes taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer,
4th Degree Black Belt and 12X World Karate Champion

Location at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
23 Church Street, New Hamburg
Call 519-580-1418 or
e-mail becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com
www.schweitzersmartialarts.com

PROMOTE YOUR
EVENTS HERE!

To book space contact
Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or sharonbleis@gmail.com

SPEAKERS FOR SALE
2 mid-size PSB speakers. $250. Call 519-662-1859

WANTED

Mature female companion wanted for friendship.
519-699-5744

WANTED

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues,
Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For
more information: DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St.
Stratford/ 226-972-5750

WANTED

| will pay cash for antiqgues and collectibles. Coca Cola,
Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether
Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches
and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive
etc. Any old oil cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc
Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff
please contact me - 519-570-6920.

Weekly Quiz Answers

1. Turquoise 6. White
2. Sebastian Stan 7. Hawaiian
3. Three 8. Six
4. The One Horse 9. False
Open Sleigh 10. Hypothermia
5. 1978

GRANT
HAVEN
MEDIA

Wondering how local media
can help grow your business?
Let me help tailor a
customized marketing plan
for your business goals.

heather@granthaven.com WZLW{xRkt:ky/

St. Marys Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette STRATFORDHIZIE SIMCOE{ADVOCATE Jillconburg PosT

Woodstock Ingersoll Ech®) - Goderich Sun FEEZOE®FARMS

ELERRWFARMS TMIEEHNTRFARMS  INDY  def

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE!

To book advertising

space contact our

sales representative y

Sharon Leis, 519-580-5418, sharonblels@gmall com

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

ASSISTANCE AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

¢TAP

doigasodre lar

a'.l'cu

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
Assistance for people & families in
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com
NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

TAPISFORYOU.COM

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

>

Full Service SERVICE & REPAIR Webshor concolision oaiel o
H 24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)
Malnte.nance & 27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock
Repair on All 519-655-2500 To book your space call
Makes & Models AUTOPRO Sharon Leis at

NAPA
www.schultzautomotive.com

CSN - E&L Ryan Pacey
374 Hamilton Road, Manager
Unit 4, New Hamburg, T: 519-662-1892

519-580-5418 or email
sharonbleis@gmail.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —

AESTHETICS [l CONTRACTORS WHEATING/COOLINGE™ MASSAGE [ OSTEOPATHY

i NAILED IT!

Mariicuies | P
W imeang | L

Curey | Emenanoe Qigansc Facals |

Extenssons | Tinks & Lifts

(519 SAS-665 | [ Queserts, Bisdr Rel. Welkesdey, O

ACCOUNTANT

DAN YANTZI

PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT, CMA

“’
Personal and business

accountlng and tax serwces

ENTWISTLE

I CRETE & L
DRIVEWAYS | PATIOS | WALH

S 5 'ETAINEHG WALLS

« EXPOSED &G

CUSTOM CONMCRETE LTOL

Foundations e Floors  Driveways * Sidewalks
Jon Willsey 519-778-2616 Tavistock, ON

jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com
www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

S 519-577-2237 &

CABINETRY

djyaccounting@yahoo.com

w - |_"—| —

Spemahzmg in Custom Kitchens, Baths,
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster ¢ 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com
e-mail: selective @ sympatico.ca

380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

CHIROPRACTIC

LAFAY FAMILY

CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome
296 Ontario St. Stratford
519-273-4404

COMPUTERS

73 PEEL ST,
NEW HRMBURG
919-662-6720

WS SELLING
\\\\\‘\‘\‘\ \\m\ﬂ\ﬁs‘“
AND OTHER ““s‘ﬁ
VIRUS REMOVAL

ON SITE AND IN-STORE SERVICE

Fucus COMRUTERS

"gcnre Brian Stere

519-276-1851
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED
Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos
General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca « bstere@agcore.ca

RESIDENTIAL
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

== New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock

m Ph: 519.655.2355
1 info@mohrconstruction.com

L
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ADDITIONS * RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS
DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON 519-655-2825

JW JON WITZEL

\\ CONTRACTING LTD.
/
A%

Residential * Commercial
Agricultural * jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

PO. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

DENTAL

Tavistock/Dental

DR, KANGN KIM

Offering I.V. Sedation,
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth
Replacement and Root Canal

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N.,
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO
Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca
tavistockdental.ca

ELECTRICAL

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar,
Automation Control and EV Charging

G Crescent Ridge

163 Hope St. W. Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
P.O. Box 495 Local: 519-655-6802
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO Email:info@crescentridge.ca

JEL=JOE

HAULAGE

EXCAVATING SERVICES I'i b Like s an
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator Facebook
Randy Fletcher 519-272-3641

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator

dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service,
Residential, Commercial

TOTAL HEATING &
COOLING

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **|

* Furnaces ¢ Air Conditioners
* Fireplaces
* Gas Piping * Sheet Metal Fabrication
Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Monteith Ritsma Phillips

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
519-655-2900

www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

-ﬁ;‘ | KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
1 24 Hope St. W., Tavistock
* Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder

* Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
* Massage Therapy ¢ Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

MECHANICAL
M MACKER

MECHANICAL

« Installation & Service
« 0il Gas Furnaces - Boilers
« Water Heaters - Air Handlers
= Air Conditioners - Hydronics

BRADJMACDONALD

519-591-3871| New Hamburg
mackermechanical@gmail.com

__jr.'ﬂ'
(¢ REBALANCI

ﬁ Renee Yantzi
Manyal Outeopath & RPN

‘ h /{.?... g

PLUMBING

McKay Plumbing

Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay

Owner/Operator

1 g .
wrn B b e diwarr oty

63 Hope St. W.
Box 899, Tavistock
NOB 2R0

519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

REAL ESTATE

\P
APPLE
Hloree ABoctelers

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

NEW and RESALE HOMES o

CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS
Let’s turn your dream into reality!
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

o

s
- %" Brian Wilhelm, Broker
i Ghad!

e Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

R E/M Ax a-b realty BROKERAGE Brian: 519-272-3465 « brian @brianwilhelm.com
Kyle: 519-574-7244 « kyle @brianwilhelm.com

THINKING OF
MAKING A
MOVE?

KATE GINGERICH
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

kate@paulandkatekw.com
e 226-789-3846

PAUL & KATE

a0 riverbenaor. KWW INNEWATION
Kitchener ON, N2k 352 1t

STORAGE

STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 ¢ Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX

Portable Storage Containers
Sizes 8'x12’ to 8'x24’
Store at your place or ours.
Phone 519-625-8510

PROFESSIONAL

R

HONEST

A]L]IS%QN WILLSEY

EXPERIENCED

PEAK

REALT M@ LT D
BROKERAGE

Direct: 519-275-4900
Office: 519-662-4900

.peakrealtyltd.com  www.willseyrealestate.com  willseyalison@gmail.com

WORKING TO SERVE BUYERS AND SELLERS SI

RE/MAX

Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2

SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative

mseby@rogers.com * www.remaxabrealty.ca

a-b REALTY LTD
BROKERAGE

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

005 RURAL*RESIDENTIAL*COMMERGIAL*AGRICULTURAL ~ WATERLOO REGION, PERTH & OXFORD

Cell: 519-272-7676

Independently
| Owned & Operated

Res: 519-655-2548
Office: 519-273-2821

TECHNICAL TRAVEL

Country Geek

Computer Sales & Services
for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service
CONTACT DOUG TURVEY .

Cell: 519-537-9037

F 4
countrygeek33 @ gmail.com j—-u..

Main office: 150 Queen St E,
St. Marys ¢ 519-284-2332
210 Mill St New Hamburg  226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS HERE

Call Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or email sharonbleis@gmail.com
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