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South Huron’s finances are in good shape with 
debt levels well below the limits set by the province, 
according to the latest external auditor’s report.

“The end of the year in 2025 gave you a good 
footing for 2026,” Paul Seebach of Seebach and 
Company told a recent council meeting.

The audited financial statements for 2025 showed 
the municipality had a debt of $20.2 million and 
made regular loan payments totalling $1.2 million 
during the year.

Seebach said the province calculates a debt limit 
for municipalities of 25 per cednt of set revenues.

“You are around one third of your max limit so 
you are well within your debt repayment,” he told 
council.

Almost all of the money South Huron owes is to 
the Ontario government for infrastructure projects, 
mainly water and sewer.

On the operating side, South Huron finished 2025 
with a surplus of $6.4 million.

Revenues, mainly from taxes and user fees, came 
in at $29.9 million, while expenditures were $23.5 
million.

The municipality’s net financial assets were $1.9 
million higher than the previous year.

“What that enabled you to do for 2026 was to 
have a pretty large capital budget without having 

South Huron 
finances on 
‘good footing’

How Bluewater should manage growth, housing 
pressures and rising costs took centre stage as the 

municipality’s two mayoral candidates joined its ac-
claimed future deputy mayor for a public forum on the 
next council term.

The Huron County Chamber of Commerce held a 
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Bluewater mayoral hopefuls lay out 
priorities ahead of municipal election

9TH ANNUAL MURRAY’S MILES HAS BIGGEST TURNOUT YET
MacNaughton Trail was filled with walkers Sunday, Oct. 4, as the 9th annual Murray’s Miles returned. The annual fundraiser 
in Exeter was started by the Insley family in honour of Murray Insley, who died in 2017 after his fight with esophageal cancer. 
This year’s walk was in support of London Health Sciences Centre’s (LHSC) Verspeeten Family Cancer Centre and raised 
over $23,000. In addition to the walk, Murray’s Miles also included an online silent auction with items donated by business-
es from throughout the region. From left are Axl McCann, Kathy Hendrick, Nicole Insley Sanderson, Laura Skinner, Lucas 
Skinner and Allie Millar before setting off for the walk.

(MACKENZIE HODGINS PHOTO)
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Drinking Water Systems•Distillers•Reverse Osmosis
Iron/Sulphur/Chlorine Filters•Softeners/Conditioners

Pressure Systems •Pressure Boosting Pumps (Rural + Town)
Ultra Violet•Sump Pumps (AC & Battery Backup) & More!

R E S I D E N T I A L • C O M M E R C I A L  
A G R I C U L T U R A L • R U R A L

JOHN MINER

Examiner Reporter

DAN ROLPH

Editor

MORE PICTURES FOUND ON PAGE 9
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Was $73,830
Now $66,330

165 Main Street North,  Exeter,  ON, N0M 1S3
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Local Service 
You Trust.

Live the Exeter Ford experience.

Drive More.
 Enjoy More.
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While we strive to ensure that the information on this page is accurate, we recommend contacting dealer directly to verify details and obtain additional information about the vehicle, While we strive to ensure that the information on this page is accurate, we recommend contacting dealer directly to verify details and obtain additional information about the vehicle, 
including confirmation of prices, colors, trims, options, and other specifications.including confirmation of prices, colors, trims, options, and other specifications.
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Independent Living 

With a Variety of 

Care Services to 

Suit Your Needs.  Come in and see for yourself what this 
supportive and stimulating
environment is all about!

Did you know...Did you know...
That We Offer Short Term And 

WINTER STAY PACKAGES

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

 Come in and see for yourself why so many 
like to call Goderich Place home Call Gillian

to Arrange a Tour
   www.goderichplace.ca 519-524-4243 519-524-4243 EXT EXT 224224

Proudly 
Owned and 
Managed By Blake St. E. 

Suncoast Dr. W.

Oxford St.

Balvina Dr. E.

21

8

Goderich Place
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

30 BALVINA DRIVE E., 
GODERICH
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When I think of fond memo-
ries from my childhood, I very 
often find myself remember-
ing moments from Halloween, 
which was a popular holiday in 
my family.

I remember the moment my 
father dressed up in a goofy 
bunny suit to chaperone my sis-
ter and I around as we went door 

to door for candy. I remember 
the first time my parents gave 
me the greenlight to go out 
into my neighbourhood without 
them, making me feel so inde-
pendent and grown up. And I 
remember the effort my mother 
put into making our home a spot 
on the block you couldn’t miss, 
setting up creative displays that 
for some years even incorporat-
ed a projector playing classic 
Halloween movies.

Halloween, particularly trick-
or-treating, is a fascinating tra-
dition that we’ve developed in 
our culture that is surprisingly 
unique in the world. Canada 
is one of the few places where 
children don costumes and trav-
el to the homes of their neigh-
bours in search of their next 
sugar rush.

However, over these past 
few Halloweens, I have seen a 
growing number of conversa-
tions about a drop in the popu-
larity of trick-or-treating.

Of course, it’s difficult to 
find much data on how many 
children are actually trick-or-
treating in our community each 
year.

In 2023, Angus Reid found 
that 54 per cent of Canadians 
believe there are fewer kids 
trick-or-treating compared to 10 
years ago. Whether that percep-
tion is based in fact is debatable, 
but I know I’ve heard plenty of 
people in my life talk about see-
ing fewer children come to their 
doors each year.

There are understandable rea-
sons some families may be less 
inclined to take part. Parents 

may worry about traffic, poor 
weather or whether their chil-
dren are old enough to go out 
on their own, while some neigh-
bourhoods have fewer young 
families than they once did. 
Those concerns are real, but 
they are also reasons to make 
trick-or-treating safer and more 
welcoming.

In an age where digital devic-
es play an increasingly promi-
nent role in the modern child-
hood experience, moments like 
Halloween have become few 
and far between. Halloween is 
a time when young people in 
our community can dabble in 
make-belief, find independence 
and experience something be-
yond the screen in a way that’s 
becoming rarer each year.

And for those of us whose 

days of hunting for candy in our 
neighbourhoods are long be-
hind us, Halloween is a chance 
for us to play a part in an ex-
perience that builds a sense of 
community. We can decorate 
our homes, hand out treats and 
be enthusiastic as costumed 
children come to our doors.

But you don’t need some 
grand display on your front 
lawn to get into the Hallow-
een spirit. Simply leaving your 
porch light on and welcoming 
trick-or-treaters with a smile 
can make all the difference.

Trick-or-treating will survive 
only if communities continue to 
encourage it. This Halloween, 
help give another generation the 
memories that made the tradi-
tion so meaningful for many of 
us.

In defence of trick-or-treating

DAN ROLPH

Editor
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COMMUNITY

519-235-2433
exetereyecare@gmail.com

Book your eye exam today!

Open: 9-5 Mon - Thurs | 9-4 Fri

Clarity in Vision, Excellence in Care

 11, Huron St. E ON, N0M 1S1

w w w.e x e t e r f a m i l y e y e c a r e .c a

Dr. Hytham Elkolaly & Dr. Cheryl Letheren

Up to 
70% off 

select frames!

Get 
50% off lenses 

on your second pair!

to borrow money and you only had 
to make a small increase to your mill 
rate,” Seebach said.

Separate financial statements are 
prepared for the Exeter Business Im-
provement Area, Kirkton-Woodham 
swimming pool and Kirkton-Woodham 
community centre.The Exeter BIA fin-
ished 2025 with what Seebach charac-
terized as a small deficit of $13,000 on 
revenues of $114,586 and expenses of 
$127,676. The BIA has an accumulat-

ed surplus of $76,326 which will eas-
ily absorb the loss. Seebach noted that 
Kirkton-Woodham pool expenses were 
up in all categories.

“Operating a pool has got more ex-
pensive, everything is more expen-
sive,” he said. Wages and benefits for 
the pool climbed from $108,448 in 
2024 to $136,493 in 2025 while mainte-
nance and pool supplies were up from 
$22,079 to $33,573.

Costs for the pool are split 50-50 with 
the Township of Perth South. Although 
the municipal grants totalled $50,000 in 

2025 and pool receipts totalled $59,358, 
the pool ran a deficit of $69,417.

The Kirkton-Woodham Communi-
ty Centre fared better financially with 
revenues of $75,685 and slightly higher 
expenses of $75,863, leaving the centre 
with a deficit of just $178.

Where the bulk of South Huron’s 
money was spent in 2025 (excluding 
capital expenditures):

- Water and sewer: $4.35 million
- Roads and streetlights: $3.59 mil-

lion
- Recreation facilities: $2.95 million

- General government: $2.0 million
- Policing: $1.9 million
- Fire: $1.36 million
- Waste collection and disposal: $1.2 

million
- Building, water quality and other 

protective services: $496,058
- Conservation authority: $312,415
- Planning and development: $236,596
- Council: $233,944
- Cemeteries, health, and social ser-

vices: $222,759
- Recreation Parks: $209,433
- Recreation programs: $94,496

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

South Huron finances on ‘good footing’

“Candidate Conversations” evening at 
the Zurich Community Centre on Sept. 
28, which included an hour-long ques-
tion-and-answer period with the candi-
dates who are looking to sit on Huron 
County council as Bluewater’s repre-
sentatives. The evening also offered a 
meet-and-greet opportunity with many 
of the candidates seeking a position on 
the next Bluewater council.

During the meeting, Tyler Hessel and 
Paul Klopp — Bluewater’s two mayoral 
candidates — were on the stage along-
side Bill Whetstone, who has been ac-
claimed as the next deputy mayor.

All three of the candidates bring with 
them a background of local political 
experience. Klopp has most recently 
served two terms as mayor in the com-
munity of about 7,500 residents, while 
Hessel was Bluewater’s mayor from 
2014 to 2018 before coming back to 
serve as the Hay West councillor during 
this last council term.

Meanwhile, Whetstone has represent-

ed Bayfield as that community’s coun-
cillor since he was first elected in 2014. 
His acclimation as deputy mayor marks 
the third time in a row he has been un-
opposed seeking a position in the coun-
cil chamber.

The question-and-answer section of 
the event covered a wide range of topics, 
including managing growth, attracting 
workers, economic development, hous-
ing and more.

Whetstone, who was first to speak 
during the evening, said one of his main 
objectives for the next term of council 
is to develop more financial long-term 
planning, which he suggested should in-
volve a budget committee that plans for 
the next 10 years.

Whetstone said he would also be in-
terested in minimizing service duplica-
tion within Bluewater.

“What I’d like to do is put together an 
efficiency optimization program, which 
does look at duplications of services, 
where we can share services. It has to be 
a focused budget committee to be able 
to do that in order to be able to make it 

happen.”
Hessel, who spoke after Whetstone, 

said he is approaching his bid to serve 
another term as mayor with a focus on 
viewing Bluewater as a whole. He said 
he hopes to focus on Bluewater’s model 
for delivering services if he’s elected as 
the community’s next mayor.

“We have to be looking at that often 
and regularly,” he said. “Our service 
delivery model is the only thing we do 
for Bluewater taxpayers. We don’t build 
you anything, we don’t grow you any-
thing, we don’t produce anything. But 
what we do do is provide you service. 
The key is making sure we’re providing 
the right service all the time and mak-
ing sure we’re looking at that service 
that we’re providing on a regular basis 
to make sure we’re doing it adequately.”

Klopp said council under his leader-
ship has already been tackling the bud-
geting process in a way that scrutinizes 
each line item.

“We didn’t call it zero-based funding, 
but I said we’re going to do the budget 
line by line,” said Klopp. “This budget, 

we came to conclusions that we had to 
turn things around, and we cut $3 mil-
lion worth of operating. I can tell you 
that isn’t done by pounding the table and 
just getting your way. It’s done by con-
stantly thinking and talking to people 
behind the scenes calmly. That’s what I 
bring to the table.”

After their opening remarks, housing 
was the first topic on the agenda.

Hessel said housing is “extremely im-
portant” to him. He said Bluewater can 
be limited in tackling housing issues 
in comparison to Huron County, and 
he spoke against the idea of purchas-
ing land to help with the area’s housing 
shortages. He pointed to encouraging 
the building of secondary housing units, 
such as “granny flats,” as an approach 
that could help the region’s housing 
woes.

“That’s what I want to promote be-
cause I know that’s viable,” he said. 
“I’m going to keep it simple and say let’s 
help put together ideas about or push 
and help get that secondary housing on 

Bluewater mayoral hopefuls lay out priorities ahead of 
municipal election
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

CONTINUED TO PAGE 7
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WEEKEND QUIZ
By Jake Grant

1. What is the only U.S. state that can be typed in 
using only one row of a standard keyboard?

2. In human anatomy, what does the “hallux” refer 
to? 

3. What is the only planet in our solar system to 
rotate clockwise on its axis? 

4. Which freezes faster: hot or cold water? 

5. What is James Bond’s code name?

6. Weighing around eight pounds, this is the 
human body’s largest organ?

7. What do you call a group of flamingos?

8. What is the distance from earth to the sun? 

9. Which country is the largest in the world?

10. According to Guinness World Records, what’s 
the best-selling book of all time?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 26

I am a fuzzy caterpillar with a very distinctive look. The tufts on my back look like teeth 
or corn kernels, don’t you think? Don’t pick me up or brush against me; my hollow hairs 
contain a toxin that can cause a very itchy rash or even respiratory issues. I feed on hard-
wood and softwood trees in the countryside or urban areas, decimating them if  there are 

lots of  my kind around.

Photo Quiz
Exeter Examiner

Who are you looking at?
By Judy and Barry Johnson

This week’s answers are found on pg. 26
HINT: My species is named for a compact tuft of grass, also an old-fashioned name for a clump of hair.If you would like to submit a

 White Squirrel Sighting, contact us at
info@exeterexaminer.com

White
Squirrel

Watch

PHOTO BY DIANE GRILLY

SPOTTED IN MACNAUGHTON PARK 
WHILE DIANE WAS OUT FOR A WALK 

ON OCTOBER 7TH.

Fri. Oct 23 – Drag Bingo w/ TroyBoy Entertainment     -                                                                         
                                                                  - 7:45pm-Late
Sat. Oct 24 – Jason Mercer - Live Music 2pm-5pm
Sat. Nov 7 - Darren Steckle - Live Music 2pm-5pm
Fri. Nov 13 - Trivia w/ Cultural Collective 7pm-9pm
Sat. Nov 14 – Jesse Webber – Live Music 2pm-5pm
Sat. Nov 21 – Patrick Clark – Live Music 2pm-5pm
Fri. Nov 27 - Trivia w/ Cultural Collective 7pm-9pm
Sat. Nov 28 – Jason Mercer – Live Music 2pm-5pm
Sat. Dec 5 – Graham Bedard – Live Music 2pm-5pm
Sun. Dec 6 - Andre Regier - Live Music 1pm-4pm

Imposter Brewing Company
190 Thames Rd E Unit 102, Exeter, ON N0M 1S3

(226) 735-8177
info@imposterbrewing.com

www.imposterbrewing.com

Beer, Popcorn, Pizza, Pretzels and 
Lytle Jamaica Beef Patties available every day!

Check out www.imposterbrewing.com or 
@imposterbrewingco on Instagram 

or Facebook for details.

OCTOBER, NOVEMBER & 
DECEMBER EVENTS

Join us Dec. 5/6 for our 1 year anniversary weekend!
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properties if it’s needed, like granny 
flats and housing for our youth.”

Klopp said there are challenges in go-
ing through the planning process, which 
he described as “costly” and “compli-
cated,” and he advocated for download-
ing Huron County’s planning depart-
ment to lower-tier municipalities. He 
argued those municipalities could offer 
the same planning services at a lower 
cost than the county.

“The argument clearly is if we get that 
downloaded that it’s actually more lo-
cal, I think we can save money,” he said. 
“One of the things we’re constantly do-
ing is when someone does have a proj-
ect, I continuously, through our council-
lors, we take the bull by the horns and 
we push our planning department to get 
the issue resolved as quickly as possi-
ble.”

Whetstone said his approach to hous-
ing is focused on planning for the fu-
ture. He pointed to the development of 
the Bayfield Secondary Plan as a strate-
gy that should be extended beyond Bay-
field.

“We need to do a plan for the rest of 
the municipality,” he said. “Chances are 
at some point in time there’s going to be 
growth. It can’t all be in Bayfield … We 
have to be ready with a plan so when de-
velopers do come, we can say ‘hey we’ve 
got a plan here. This is what the plan is. 
The residents have bought into the plan. 
They were part of the process.’”

On the topic of taxes, each of the three 
candidates emphasized the importance 
of balancing the wants and needs of the 
community while ensuring that resi-
dents see value in the taxes they pay.

“It’s just no different in your own 
household,” said Klopp. “How do you 
decide how much money you’re going 
to spend on anything? You treat it as if 
it’s your own money and you work at it 
remembering that there are people that 
make very little income in this commu-
nity.

“Obviously, nobody likes to pay taxes, 
but you have to try to have empathy and 
say, ‘would I spend this money?’”

Whetstone said when judging the val-
ue residents are getting from their taxes, 
it’s important to analyze the quality of 
life for residents, as well as what they 
are asking from council.

“If everybody has happy quality of 
life, they’re happy paying what they’re 
paying,” he said “Is anybody ever going 
to be happy paying the full amount? No, 
but they have to look back to what the 
value is. So, if you’re comfortable and 
able to stay here and enjoy living here, 
that’s what it’s all about. That’s what 
councils should be looking at. That’s 
what we need to be focused on and mak-
ing sure it’s not about taking services 
away.

Hessel noted that he believes it should 
be developers paying for development 
in Bluewater, and that the burden of 
growth shouldn’t fall on current resi-

dents.
“We want to keep it that developers 

pay for development,” he said. “It should 
not be the taxpayers paying for develop-
ment. It should be the developers paying 
for development. But right now, the off-
set is on you.”

With Huron County having one of the 
lowest unemployment rates in Ontario, 
the topic of attracting more workers to 
Bluewater was touched on by the can-
didates.

Klopp said Bluewater’s financial sup-
port for Huron Shores Area Transit has 
been one successful strategy for attract-
ing and maintain a workforce in the 
community. The local transit system, 
which is operated by Lambton Shores, 
offers bus routes that connect Bluewa-
ter’s communities to surrounding com-
munities as well as urban centres like 
London and Sarnia.

“That allows a lot of our businesses, 
especially along the lake, to get students 
to come in,” he said. “There’s no one lit-
tle, one major thing that’s going to fix 
this. But that’s a start.”

Whetstone’s attention turned toward 
two major hurdles in Bluewater that he 
said hinder attracting workers — a high 
cost of living and lower than average 
wages. Though he said options for coun-
cil to address those issues are limited, 
he noted the importance of advocacy 
from municipal leaders.

“How are we ever going to expect 
we’re going to be able to fill those roles 
if we can’t actually have something here 
for people,” he said. “This goes back to 
affordable housing, and it comes back 
to a plan. How do we do something like 
that, that’s got to be able to keep people 
here? They want to be able to stay here 
afterwards. We’ve got to look at how we 
actually change that.”

Hessel echoed Whetstone’s comments 
about the importance of planning, and 
he advocated for paying living wages to 
employees. He noted that most employ-
ees at his personal business currently 
need to drive to work from places like 
Central Huron and Huron East due to a 
lack of housing.

“If we’re going to plan for bringing 
people into our community … we need 
to make sure that there’s an opportunity 
for them to find housing, within driving 
distance even,” he said. “I can tell you 
as a person that has 35 staff right now, I 
think I have two in Bayfield.

“They’re in anywhere they can find 
homes, and that is a very difficult thing.”

In his closing statement to the crowd, 
Hessel said he believes it’s time for new 
leadership in Bluewater.

“I do believe it’s time for a change,” 
he said. “I do think it’s time for us to 
be held accountable at the table, us first, 
and I can tell you I’ve been held ac-
countable. I didn’t win an election. I was 
held accountable. I learned from that.”

Hessel emphasized the importance of 
viewing Bluewater as a whole commu-
nity and pointed to his history of play-

ing hockey on teams based in many of 
the communities that are now a part of 
Bluewater.

“We sit in silos,” he said. “I can tell 
you I’ve never sat in silos … I played for 
all of you, and I want to continue play-
ing for all of you. And now, I want to do 
it as your mayor again.”

Klopp said he is running for another 
term to be the next head of council be-
cause he wants to continue cutting red 
tape in government, particularly at the 
county level.

“I want to continue to, as I talked 
about at the county level, to find and 
work on ways to reduce costs up there, 
to share down at the lower tier,” he said.

As well, Klopp said he is committed 
to keeping Bluewater’s assets and im-
proving them.

“That’s what we’ve been working 
towards,” he said. “At the same time, 
when someone does phone about what 
seems to be a little issue, it’s important 
to them. It doesn’t matter when they call 
me. We’ll work on that.

Whetstone reiterated his commitment 
to planning for the future in his closing 
remarks.

“I have an action plan,” he said. 
“That’s why I’m running for deputy 
mayor. That’s why I put my name in.

“It’s about getting those actions in 
place and getting them in place quickly 
and actually implementing them so peo-
ple that raised their kids here, that lived 
here all their life or that moved here can 
actually stay here and retire because 
things are getting too expensive. We 
have to act now in order to do that.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Bluewater mayoral hopefuls lay out priorities ahead of 
municipal election

(DAN ROLPH PHOTO)

The Huron County Chamber of Commerce hosted a discussion with Bluewater’s two may-
oral candidates and acclaimed future deputy mayor during a Sept. 28 event at the Zurich 
Community Centre. Following the hour-long question period, residents were invited to chat 
with the candidates, as well as many of the other candidates in Bluewater’s wards, in an 
informal setting. From left are Bill Whetstone, Tyler Hessel and Paul Klopp.
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Stephen candidates bring a mix of experience

Voters in the Stephen ward of South Huron will 
choose from three candidates that have already served 
terms on council and one new contender.

Ward 1 Stephen elects two representatives on the 
council, and also votes for mayor and deputy mayor 
of the municipality. The deputy mayor’s position this 
election has been filled by acclamation by the current 
incumbent, Jim Dietrich.

Candidate Marissa Vaughan has the longest track re-
cord on council, serving the past 12 years. Dianne Fau-
bert served a single term, and Wendy McLeod-Haggitt 
was selected to fill a council spot with the resignation 
of an Exeter councillor early in the current term.

Emilly Girodat is running in her first South Huron 
election.

As part of its municipal election coverage, the Exeter 
Examiner asked each candidate:

(1) Why did you decide to run for council? Is there 
a specific problem or moment that made you decide to 
put your name forward?

(2) If elected, what is the top priority you hope to 
focus on during your time on council?

(3) What experience do you bring to the table that 
you think will help you address the municipality’s chal-
lenges?

Here is the e-mailed response from the candidates.
Dianne Faubert
(1) I have many hopes and goals for our wonderful 

municipality, all while trying hard to keep our tax in-
creases each year within reason for the residents. Help-
ing the Municipality of South Huron continue to grow 
and become a better place to reside in has always been 
one of my priorities. After all, this is my home as well. 
I fully appreciate every vote in my favour.

(2) There are many projects that I believe would ben-
efit the communities in South Huron that I would like 
to see happen, such as:

- An off-leash dog walking park for our little furry 
companions.

- A new gymnasium and walking track (Phase Two) 
at the Recreation Centre for citizens to stay fit and in-
dependent.

- Updates to our fire halls for the protection of our 
communities.

- “Affordable” housing within our municipality.
- Support and maintenance of our hospital and staff 

in Exeter for the continued good health of our families 
and aging population.

- Opening a reporting station for the OPP In Exeter.
(3) My experience entails owning and operating a 

business for 20 years and totally appreciating the daily 
interactions with my customers (whom I also consid-
ered all to be my friends). I have had the pleasure of 
serving as a municipal councillor for a four-year term 
during the time of COVID-19. Although it was a dif-
ficult time, I enjoy the challenges that come with be-
ing a municipal councillor. For the past four years, I 
have been volunteering at the warehouse of the Huron 
County Food Bank Distribution Centre at Hwy. 4 and 
Crediton Road and got to know and enjoyed working 
with a large number of wonderful people.

Emilly Girodat
(1) My decision to run for council comes from an ac-

cumulation of community conversations and a person-
al desire to be useful where it matters most. I believe 
growth is an integral part of South Huron’s future, and 
I want to be a part of that. The rural residents of Ward 1 
have felt underrepresented. Our unique needs are side-
lined, and our hard-earned tax dollars yield little to no 
visible investment in our neighbourhoods. This lack of 
tangible results hits close to home. My own family has 

felt the impact of our severe shortage of rural child-
care services and recreation opportunities for all ages. 
We see this disconnect clearly in public safety as well, 
where reasonable community requests — such as in-
stalling essential speed limit signs have been denied or 
dismissed as unnecessary.

(2) If elected as councillor for Ward 1, my top prior-
ity will be maximizing the assets we already have so 
that we can comfortably accommodate the continued 
growth of South Huron. We have municipal facilities 
sitting empty for much of the year. The municipality 
must shift its focus toward being a proactive partner 
for our community. By actively welcoming and sup-
porting local small business owners, we can utilize 
these underused properties to facilitate rural childcare 
and recreation. We do not need to reinvent the wheel — 
we simply need to collaborate with the incredible talent 
and businesses already rooted in our community. Our 
residents have great ideas. By simply listening, cutting 
through red tape, and championing the solutions that 
fit, we can deliver a major win for Ward 1.

(3) While I am not a career politician, I see that as a 
strength. I’m running because I want to bring a fresh, 
practical perspective to our council. My professional 
background in insurance risk management and my for-
mal education in law enforcement mean that I look at 
municipal concerns through a lens of safety, common 
sense, and financial accountability. I know how to look 
ahead, protect taxpayers from unnecessary costs, and 
keep our neighbourhoods safe. I truly believe Ward 1 
is ready for a fresh perspective, and I have the energy, 
skills, and dedication to be that person for our com-
munity.

Wendy McLeod-Haggitt
(1) South Huron is home, and I am proud to have lived 

in Ward 1 all my life. Through my work, volunteer ser-
vice and community involvement, I have built strong 
connections with residents and developed a deep un-
derstanding of the people, priorities and opportunities 
that shape our municipality. Serving as Ward 2 coun-
cillor broadened my perspective and has given me the 
opportunity to represent residents across South Huron. 
Over the past three years, I have demonstrated the ex-
perience, dedication and practical knowledge needed 
to serve effectively on council. I am ready to contin-
ue that work by listening to residents, advocating for 
our communities and making thoughtful decisions that 
move South Huron forward. I am asking for your sup-
port to serve Ward 1 on Council and to continue con-
tributing to the future of South Huron. As a lifelong 
Ward 1 resident, I understand the importance of rep-
resenting our community with integrity, commitment 
and a strong belief in its future. On election day, I ask 
you to stand with me and vote for a strong, experienced 
voice for Ward 1 — together, we can keep moving our 
community forward. I’m running because I still have 
more to give. I want to continue listening, being ac-
cessible and standing up for residents while helping 
South Huron grow thoughtfully and responsibly into a 
community where people are proud to live, raise their 
families and stay for generations.

(2) My top priority would be moving South Huron 
forward in a way that attracts new residents and, just 
as importantly, gives people a reason to stay. A sig-
nificant amount of infrastructure work was addressed 
during the last term. While we must continue with the 
projects identified in our 10-year forecast, I believe it 
is time to broaden our focus and invest in the things 
that make a community thrive. That means support-
ing local businesses, encouraging appropriate housing, 
investing in recreation and community spaces, and 
creating vibrant, connected communities where people 
feel they belong. My campaign platform — fiscal re-
sponsibility, responsible growth, strong infrastructure, 

supporting local business, safe and connected commu-
nities, and transparent leadership — provides a foun-
dation for this work. Ultimately, I want South Huron to 
be a community where people want to move, put down 
roots, raise their families and build their future, while 
maintaining the character and sense of community that 
makes South Huron home.

(3) I bring three years of municipal experience, a 
lifelong connection to Ward 1 and a strong commit-
ment to all of South Huron. As a councillor, I’ve gained 
firsthand experience with responsible budgeting, in-
frastructure, growth, development and protecting tax-
payers. Early in my first term, I challenged a proposed 
agreement that would have committed South Huron 
taxpayers to approximately $606,000 plus HST toward 
the oversizing of the Grand Bend Trunk Sewer. I asked 
the hard questions and voted against the proposal be-
cause I believed taxpayers should not take on that cost 
when there was another way to structure the project. 
That experience reinforced my belief that Council 
needs members who examine the details, challenge as-
sumptions and make decisions based on

what is best for residents. My professional back-
ground has taught me to be organized, prepared and 
solution focused. I bring experience, independence and 
local knowledge, and I’m ready to continue working 
hard for South Huron.

Marissa Vaughan
(1) Primarily two things inspired me: the positive 

feedback I have received from constituents when I rep-
resent their concerns at the council table, and a desire 
to be part of finishing what we have started. Over the 
past 12 years, I have enjoyed talking with many of you 
and taking your concerns and needs forward to Coun-
cil. It is an honour and privilege to serve the people of 
Ward 1.

(2) My top priority is to safeguard the pocketbooks of 
the people by living within our means. Taxpayer mon-
ey is finite — there is no open chequebook. I shall fo-
cus on cost-effective, needs-based solutions and value 
for money, especially for our $600 million in existing 
assets that require ongoing maintenance. Rather than 
simply raising taxes to buy anew, I prefer realistic ap-
proaches that improve and make the maximum use of 
assets we already own. I will also finish key projects: 
facilitating new homes; increased water capacity on 
Grand Bend Line to unlock future employment lands; 
a new fire station for Dashwood; more recreation at 
Stephen Arena, in our parks and on our trail systems; 
investments at Olde Towne Hall to preserve our rural 
heritage; and the rebuilding and repaving King Street 
in Crediton with enhanced drainage. My goal is to bal-
ance safe and reliable services with affordability for 
taxpayers.

(3) I bring 32 years of diversified leadership experi-
ence from 32 years at CIBC in commercial and con-
sumer lending, web site development, customer service 
and operations, product development and sales. For 
the past 12 years I have fully prepared for all council, 
committee and budget meetings by doing my home-
work, researching issues, listening to constituents, and 
asking tough questions. This work ensures I serve res-
idents’ interests now and in the future. This term, ma-
jor planning work included focus on the Official Plan, 
zoning by-law, Water/Wastewater Master Plan, Asset 
Management Plan, Community Improvement Plan, and 
more. Capital projects delivered included Stephen Are-
na and South Huron Recreation Centre upgrades, new 
sidewalks and streetlights in Dashwood, water and 
sewer improvements, resurfaced roads, and culverts. I 
will continue focusing on bringing value for your mon-
ey with efficient infrastructure and services, striving 
to deliver affordability and initiatives that benefit the 
community today and for generations.

JOHN MINER

Examiner Reporter
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Consisting of Residential Lot 1 ½ acre
(Principal Residence) 53 Acres
workable cropland and with 41 acres
systematically tiled and 12 acres
with alternative draining ready to
go. Soil type Bryanston Loam Soil.
Non workable land 46 ½ acres
consisting of 14 ½ acres bush and 31
acres of Thames River Valley land,
and 1 acre of Thames River. Note,
year 2007 as part of our
Environmental Farm Plan
(reforesting 20 acres of the above 31
acres). All acreage is approximate.

1900 sq. foot (Main Floor) beautiful
single story brick ranch home nicely
landscaped, with attached single car
garage (330 sq. ft), and attached 3
season sunroom, full basement – 1620
sq ft. and the furnace room 286 sq ft. All
square feet are approximate. Driveway
Centurian quad block, drilled well 215 ft.
(excellent plentiful water). Septic tank
and weeping bed, mature north side
windbreak.

LAND

HOME FEATURE

TENDER DEADLINE FOR OFFERS:
OCTOBER 30, 2026, AT 1 PM

23796 Valleyview Rd.,
Thorndale, Ontario

100 ACRE FARM
FOR SALE BY TENDER

For further information and info
package, and viewing of property for
appointments please call:
GC Boyle Law Firm (519)284-2112
Email: gwendolen.boyle@gcboyle.ca
Be advised that the highest
unconditional offer need not necessarily
be accepted by the Sellers.

London Health Sciences Centre’s (LHSC) Verspeeten Family Cancer Centre has been able 
to purchase an ultrasound machine to help diagnose patients thanks to the fundraising 
done through Murray’s Miles. Pictured are Barb McCann Rau and Vonny Morgan as they 
welcomed walkers to MacNaughton Park in Exeter.

(MACKENZIE HODGINS PHOTOS)

9th annual Murray’s Miles has biggest turnout yet

Murray’s Miles organizers said this year’s walk had the event’s largest turnout to date.

For more information, contact Alzheimer Society Huron Perth

info@alzhp.ca | 1-800-561-5012

EVENT SPONSOR

REGISTRATION: www.bit.ly/Dementia-Night2026

Join on ZOOM for an evening with

Dr. Heather Keller, RD, PhD
Professor and Schlegel Research Chair,

Unitversity of Waterloo

2026 DEMENTIA EDUCATION NIGHT

Diet and 
Brain Health

HOW WE SHOULD EAT AS WE AGE

THURSDAY
NOVEMBER 5
7:00 - 8:30 PM

FREE!
Register

Today
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Exceptional support. Exceptional prices.

SURPRISINGLY

COMFORTABLE.
SERIOUSLY 

Discover Stressless Comfort
at Austin & Taylor

AFFORDABLE.

100% Genuine Leather
Chair & Ottoman
Available in four colour options
In-stock & available for
immediate delivery

100% Genuine Leather
Chair & Ottoman
Shadow Blue or Bordeaux
In-stock & available for
immediate delivery

SPECIAL PURCHASE

1350 Fanshawe Park Rd W
London, Ontario www.austinandtaylor.com

(519) 473-5400 Monday-Friday: 10:00am-6:00pm
Saturday: 9:30am-5:30pm

Sunday: Closed

Consul ChairSunrise Chair 

$2399 $1999

FREE 
Delivery to

Exeter
Weekly

The 2nd annual Touch-a-Truck event was back at Canadian Tire Exeter Oct. 3, where the 
community was invited to climb into the cabs of some of the most impressive machinery 
that can be found in the region. Organized by the Exeter BIA, there were fire trucks, tractors, 
race cars and more that were brought out by local businesses for the event. From left are 
Leanne, Drew and Cameron Geiger, who were having fun exploring a tractor.

(MACKENZIE HODGINS PHOTOS)

Exeter BIA’s Touch-a-Truck event returns for second year

Theo, Levi and Emmett Allan took the opportunity to get up close and personal with a race 
car.
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It was another successful fundraiser for the South Huron Hospital as the South Huron Hos-
pital Auxiliary Rummage Sale returned Oct. 2 and 3. Held at the South Huron Recreation 
Centre, donated items such as coats, toys, home décor and more could be purchased in 
support of patient care needs at Exeter’s hospital. Additionally, donations also went to local 
charities including Dove’s Nest, Arc Angels, Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Huron, and 
Blessings Community Store and Food Bank. From left are volunteers Nancy Hogan, Jane 
MacLean and Sandra Strang, who were helping shoppers find what they needed.

(MACKENZIE HODGINS PHOTOS)

Hospital Auxiliary Rummage Sale brings in $9,100

Kim Pinder, Janet Maes and Bev Anstett were some of the volunteers on hand who made the 
rummage sale a success.
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Winter vehicle maintenance starts now
Changing seasons expose vehicles 

to various conditions throughout the 
year.

Although severe weather can occur 
at any time, the winter is known to 
be particularly harsh and can make it 
hard for a vehicle to function properly.

The Ontario Road Safety Annual 
Report (ORSAR) says winter weather 
can cause extremely dangerous road 
conditions.

An estimated 623 fatal traffic crash-
es occurred in the Ontario in 2022, 
and 1,703 injuries happened. There is 
an increase when there is snow or sleet 
conditions at the time of the crash.

The province had the second lowest 
fatality rate in North America, after 
the Northwest Territories.

It is essential that drivers prepare 
their vehicles for winter weather. 
Properly winterizing a car can help 
prevent breakdowns and accidents and 
potentially save drivers from being 
stranded in the cold.

Here are some winter car mainte-
nance tips to consider before the first 
storm of the season, courtesy of CAA:

- Install winter tires: Winter tires 

offer better traction and handling in 
snow and ice, improving overall vehi-
cle performance.

- Test and check the battery: A driv-
er needs a battery to be fully charged 
and in good condition to start the en-
gine on cold winter mornings. Colder 
temperatures cause chemical reac-
tions within the battery, which can 
make electricity slow down and hinder 
the vehicle’s ability to reach maximum 
power. Check the battery prior to win-
ter, and replace it, if necessary.

- Check fluids: Part of winter prepa-
ration is ensuring that all the car’s 
fluids are at the right levels and ap-
propriate for low temperatures. This 
includes engine oil, windshield wash-
er fluid, and antifreeze.

- Schedule a maintenance checkup: 
A mechanic can look at hoses and 
belts to check that they are in good 
working order. Cold temperatures can 
make belts and hoses more brittle and 
prone to breaking.

- Apply a windshield repellent: 
Scraping ice and snow off wind 
shields on winter mornings can be a 
frustrating and arduous task. Adding 

hydrophobic repellent like Rain-X to 
the windshield can make it easier to 
remove ice later.

- Maintain tire pressure: As outside 
temperatures drop, so does tire pres-
sure. Routinely check and inflate tires 
to the recommended pressure listed on 
a label located on the driver’s side door 
frame.

- Inspect the wiper blades: Seeing 
clearly out of the windshield is im-
portant for safe winter driving. In ad-
dition to a properly working defroster, 
drivers will need wiper blades that can 
remove rain and snow. If any streaks 
or skips occur while using the wipers, 
it might be time for a new set.

- Conduct a brake check: A combi-
nation of snow, moisture, and salt on 
roads can contribute to rust on brakes 
and rotors. Symptoms of brake issues 
include noises, sticking brake pads, 
and slower stop times. Before the thick 
of winter, drivers are urged to have 
their brakes checked by a professional.

Winter is on the horizon, and vehicle 
owners should prepare their cars and 
trucks now for the rough weather to 
come.

GET READYGET READY  For Winter!For Winter!
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Tips to winterize a home as cold weather approaches
It’s not uncommon to spend a lot of time 

out of the house when the weather outside 
is warm.

The popularity of outdoor living spaces 
has made it easier than ever to enjoy nature 
without leaving home, which can generally 
be done from late spring to mid-fall each 
year in many regions. But as fall creeps 
toward winter and temperatures drop, it’s 
time to head back indoors.

As millions prepare to go back inside 
with winter approaching, it can be benefi-
cial to winterize a home so interior spaces 
are more comfortable, and exterior spac-
es are better able to withstand potentially 
harsh winter weather.

- Check your carbon monoxide detectors: 
Fall is a great season to open the windows 
in many regions that feature prototypical 
autumn air. But the crisp air of fall will 
eventually give way to much colder air, 
at which time the windows will be closed 
and likely remain shut for months to come. 
Carbon monoxide (CO) is an odorless, col-
orless gas that cannot be detected by the 
senses. When windows remain closed for 
long periods of time, such as in winter, 
the buildup of CO, which can come from 
sources like water heaters, gas stoves, fire-
places, and clothes dryers, can poison res-
idents over time. CO detectors are a safety 
net against such a fate, but they must be 
operating at peak capacity to be effective. 
As fall winds down, check all CO detec-
tors to make sure they’re working properly 

and replace any that are not.
- Check for drafts: Check around win-

dows and doors throughout the home to 
see if there are any gaps that are allowing 
air from outside to enter the home. If day-
time temperatures are mild well into the 
fall, then it can be difficult to see if there 
are any drafts before the sun goes down. 
Conduct this check in the evenings when 
temperatures are a little chillier and leaks 
are easier to detect. If drafts are detected, 
apply weather stripping around doors and 
windows that do not require replacement. 
If there’s drafts around aging windows and 
doors, consider replacing them.

- Call a chimney sweeping service: Co-
zying up beside a fire can make anyone 
forget the cold weather outside. But fire-
places should be subjected to a thorough 
cleaning by a skilled professional before 
each winter. Animals might have nested 
in the chimney since the fireplace was last 
used, and you will want any nests cleared 
prior to lighting your first fire of the sea-
son. In addition, the tar-like substance cre-
osote, which forms when wood is burned 
in a fireplace, can build up and harden over 
time. That’s a dangerous prospect, as creo-
sote is highly flammable, which can lead to 
chimney fires. Creosote also can block the 
flow of air through a chimney, and that can 
trap gasses, including CO, in a home.

- Reverse your fans: It’s a simple step 
but one people may not even realize they 
can make. In homes with ceiling fans, res-

idents can reverse the fans, so the blades 
spin clockwise. This simple step pushes 
trapped warm air hovering around the ceil-
ing into the living space below. This can 
make home interiors warmer without re-
quiring residents to turn up the thermostat 
and increase their energy bill.

- Replace your HVAC air filter: Replac-
ing the air filter on your HVAC prior to 
winter can make the unit operate more ef-
ficiently, which can help reduce your win-

tertime energy bill.
Replacing the filter prior to winter also 

improves indoor air quality, which is a no-
table benefit during a time of year when 
the windows typically remain closed for 
months.

Winterizing a home is not a significant 
undertaking, but it can be very effective at 
making homes healthier and more com-
fortable once windows are closed for the 
season.

• 17 October First Saturday Meat Draw of  
  the Season Featuring Geoff Masse 
  Band 4:00 - 7:00 pm Upstairs

• 24 October Saturday Meat Draw 
  featuring Nuclear Vibes 
  4:00 - 7:00 pm Downstairs

• 31 October Saturday Meat Draw and 
  Halloween Party Featuring Bronson  
  Line Band 4:00 - 7:00 pm Upstairs

• 07 November Sports Day 
  (Details to follow)

UPCOMING EVENTS

316 William St. , Exeter, ON, Canada, Ontario
• (519) 235-2962 • Exeterlegion.ca

Join us on Wednesday October 28th Join us on Wednesday October 28th 
to wish Jim Dixon a to wish Jim Dixon a 

Happy 80th bir thday. Happy 80th bir thday. 
It will be an open house for family and It will be an open house for family and 

friends from 1 to 4 pm at Precious Blood friends from 1 to 4 pm at Precious Blood 
Hall, 200 Sanders St. W. In ExeterHall, 200 Sanders St. W. In Exeter..

He doesn’t look He doesn’t look 
8080 years old!! years old!!

Authorized by Paul Klopp

GET READYGET READY  For Winter!For Winter!
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United Way announces new campaign co-chairs for Huron

United Way Perth-Huron (UWPH) is welcoming two 
new Huron co-chairs for the 2026-27 campaign, Kim 
Burgsma and Bernice Glenn.

“Kim and Bernice are well-known for their incred-
ible work in Huron County,” said UWPH CEO Ryan 
Erb. “Pressing local issues like poverty, housing and 
homelessness and mental health aren’t going away. We 
are looking forward to getting the campaign underway 
and, with help from Kim and Bernice, continue build-
ing the impact of UWPH across Huron.”

“United Way cares about people. All people should 
be able to have shelter, enough food, clothing and basic 
needs to live in dignity,” said Burgsma. “I’m especially 
pleased to have been asked to co-chair the campaign 
and be part of the solution.”

“When I first heard about Coldest Night of the Year 
seven years ago, I had no idea where saying yes to 
helping would lead,” added Glenn. “I’ve always cared 
deeply about issues like hunger and homelessness, and 
United Way has given me a way to be part of positive 
change in our community.”

A longtime Goderich business owner, Burgsma 
has spent more than 40 years serving the community 
through local business leadership, volunteerism and 
advocacy. Passionate about giving back, Burgsma has 
fostered children, mentored women in high-risk situa-
tions and founded Fishes and Loaves, a free communi-
ty meal program that has provided hot meals to those 
facing food insecurity for the past 19 years with the 
support of local churches. An active member of Trinity 
Church, she is committed to helping vulnerable people 
and has been a strong advocate for community sup-
ports for individuals facing or experiencing homeless-
ness.

Glenn has been supporting UWPH for the past seven 
years, first becoming involved through Goderich’s in-
augural Coldest Night of the Year walk. Since then, she 
has continued to help support the organization, driv-
en by a longstanding passion for addressing hunger 
and homelessness. Beyond her work with United Way, 
Glenn served as a director with the Dungannon Ag-
ricultural Society, volunteers through her church and 
is known for lending a hand whenever help is needed. 
Since moving to Goderich, she has been committed to 

finding ways, big and small, to give back to the com-
munity she calls home.

As part of the organization’s regional and commu-
nity-based approach to fundraising, UWPH also an-
nounced Marian deWever and June Leitch as co-chairs 
in Stratford-Perth.

“UWPH remains committed to focusing on the issues 
that matter most to people in both Huron and Perth,” 
added Erb. “Having regional co-chairs helps strength-
en this focus and we can’t wait to get the campaign 
started with these four incredible people.” 

For more information about UWPH’s local work, vis-
it their website.

CONTRIBUTED ARTICLE

(UNITED WAY PERTH HURON PHOTO)

Kim Burgsma and Bernice Glenn are United Way Perth Hu-
ron’s new Huron campaign co-chairs for 2026-27

Alzheimer Society Huron Perth presents fall 2026 
Dementia Education Night

Join the Alzheimer Society Huron Perth for the an-
nual virtual Fall Dementia Education Night on Zoom 
on Thursday, Nov. 5, at 7 pm. 

The digital event’s guest speaker, registered dieti-
tian, professor and Schlegel research chair at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo Dr. Heather Keller, will present 
“Diet and Brain Health: What to Eat as We Age.” 

Dr. Keller is an internationally recognized expert 
in nutrition and aging, with research focused on pre-

venting and treating malnutrition in hospital, long-
term care, and community settings, particularly for 
older adults living with dementia.

This is a free event hosted on Zoom. All are wel-
come to attend. Register at www.bit.ly/Demen-
tia-Night2026.

The link between diet and brain health is a passion-
ate topic for many and is challenging to navigate. Dr. 
Keller will explore the latest research on nutrition 
and its impact on brain health. She will share insights 
on dietary patterns that support cognitive well-being 
and discuss emerging research trends in brain health 

and nutrition.
The audience question-and-answer session follow-

ing the Dementia Night presentations is a highlight of 
the evening, and the society stated they look forward 
to the community’s participation. Those with ques-
tions for Dr. Keller that they would like to submit in 
advance can email them to jeanettes@alzhp.ca.

To learn more about Dementia Night 2026, click 
the Education Hour banner on the Alzheimer Soci-
ety Huron Perth website at www.alzheimer.ca/huron-
perth. Contact the office at 1-800-561-5012 or email 
info@alzhp.ca.

CONTRIBUTED ARTICLE

Learn to Curl 
NEW SKILLS • GREAT PEOPLE • AN AMAZING SPORT

4 WEEK LEARN TO CURL PROGRAM 
Build your skills, learn the basics, and get comfortable on 

the ice with our experienced curling community!

DATES: November 11 – December 2

$100 for the 4 week program + GET $100 OFF YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
FEE when you sign up for a league after the program!

For Registration or Inquiries 
mbuttle4@gmail.com • exetercurlingclub.ca

• Quiet, Rural 3 Bedroom House
•  Gas heat, municipal water, security 

system, basic internet and phone, wood 
stove, tractor generator

CARETAKER TASKS
•  Weekly grass cutting, weed eating, trimming 
• Daily snow removal
• Keep buildings clean & minor repairs
•   Other services as agreed upon

BENEFICIAL SKILLS
• Farm equipment operation experience
•  General handy man skills

SUMMARY
•  Owner supplies all equipment required
• Owner pays a caretaker fee monthly
•  Occupant pays owner property rent monthly

CARETAKER’S FARM 
HOUSE AVAILABLE

For more Information
Please Email –

creditonvc@gmail.com
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Fall Into Grand Bend gives 
shoppers a chance to win

The Grand Bend and Area Chamber 
of Commerce’s Fall Into Grand Bend 
community shopping initiative is en-
tering its final days, but local shop-
pers still have a chance to win exciting 
prizes.

Running Sept. 25 through October 
31, 2026, Fall Into Grand Bend invites 
shoppers to explore participating busi-
nesses, make qualifying purchases, 
and collect passport stamps for chanc-
es to win weekly prizes and a Grand 
Prize getaway.

Autumn is one of the most beautiful 
seasons in Grand Bend, and the event 
aims to unite the business communi-
ty and give shoppers a fun, rewarding 
way to support local businesses.

Participants can pick up a Fall Into 
Grand Bend Passport at the Welcome 
Centre or any participating businesses.

To enter weekly draws, shoppers 
must:

- Visit at least two participating busi-
nesses each week

- Make a $10+ purchase at each lo-
cation

- Collect passport stamps and submit 
their weekly entries

Weekly prize draws take place every 
Saturday from Sept. 28 through Oct. 
26, with a special Halloween Market 
finale on October 31. The Halloween 
Market will feature seasonal vendors, 
sidewalk sales, family‑friendly activ-
ities, and one final opportunity for 
shoppers to collect stamps and sub-
mit entries. It also serves as the final 
day for passport participation, giving 
shoppers one last chance to enter be-
fore the Grand Prize draw.

Participants who shop and spend at 
a minimum of 10 of the 21 business-
es are automatically entered into the 
Grand Prize Draw, with the prize being 
a two‑night stay at the Colonial Hotel 
with dinner for two (valued at $700).

The grand prize winner will be an-
nounced Nov. 1.

Passport verification and prize pick-
up take place at the Grand Bend Wel-
come Centre (81 Crescent Street).

Retailers, cafés, boutiques, and spe-
cialty shops across Grand Bend are 
joining the event, offering fall spe-
cials, seasonal décor, and unique au-
tumn‑themed merchandise to enhance 
the shopper experience.

A full list of participating businesses 
is available through Chamber commu-
nications and at the Welcome Centre.

EXETER EXAMINER STAFF

Staff Contribution

(JESSICA’S HOUSE HOSPICE PHOTO)

Karen’s Courage 
Memorial Golf Day raises 
$10,000 for Jessica’s House

After a hosting a golf tournament in memory of a local golf icon, the Pfaff family donated 
$10,000 to Jessica’s House Hospice. Karen’s Courage Memorial Golf Day was held Sept. 13 
at Ironwood Golf Club in honour of Karen Pfaff, Ironwood’s past director of golf, serving 
as a fundraiser for the local hospice. From left are Jessica’s House fund development and 
communications co-ordinator Meghan O’Rourke, Jeff Pfaff, Victoria Pfaff, Debra LaPorte 
and Jim Pfaff.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Lucan Biddulph all candidates meeting sheds light on 
local issues

It was a full house at the Lucan Biddulph Communi-
ty Memorial Centre on Thursday, Oct. 8, as residents 
gathered to hear from the candidates in the upcoming 
municipal election.

A group of community volunteers, led by Colin 
Whitehead, hosted an all candidates meeting that in-
cluded a mixture of questions directed at each of the 
candidates, as well as a period of questions from the 
audience. Topics ranged from managing growth to fu-
ture plans for the Granton fire station.

The meeting comes as the community prepares for 
the municipal election on Oct. 26 that is already set to 
see major shakeups in the council chambers. 

After the announcement that Cathy Burghardt-Jes-
son wouldn’t seek another term as mayor, current dep-
uty mayor Dave Manders announced his intention to 
run to become the next head of council. Also joining 
the race is former mayor Paul Hodgins, who has been 
serving as North Middlesex’s deputy mayor since the 
he was acclaimed in the 2022 election.

Two candidates are also seeking to become the next 
deputy mayor — current Ward 1 councillor Daniel Re-
gan, and political newcomer Adam Sachs.

Meanwhile, Ward 1 is a two-way race between Ken 
Hoggart and Bryan Frank Malito, while Ward 3 has the 
most crowded slate of candidates with current council-
lor Alex Westman seeking re-election, while Jim Law 
and Nolan Goldie are also pursuing the position.

Ward 2 is the only ward where a councillor has been 
acclaimed, with Allan Cunningham set to represent the 
area after no other candidate put their name forward. 

Lucan Biddulph residents will also find a slate of 
three candidates on the ballot for the Thames Dalley 
District School Board trustee position — Christian 
Sachs, Bev Noble and Bill Tichenoff. However, trust-
ees have not been involved in the school board’s oper-
ations since April 2025, when the province took over 

and appointed a supervisor amidst growing budgetary 
deficits. 

One topic that dominated the evening was transpar-
ency and communication between the municipality 
and residents, and candidates were often asked how 
they thought communication could be improved by the 
next council.

Sachs said he is someone who regularly watches 
council meetings online, but highlighted the practice 
of publishing point-form council highlights as some 
other lower-tier municipalities do as a way to improve 
communication.

“For Lucan, when we want to know what happens, 
you have to watch the YouTube video,” he said. “You 
have to go through it, and they’re lengthy.

“It is not easy to find the information. On the website 

there is an agenda. They do post it. It is publicly post-
ed, but it’s not simple. We need simple. We need some-
body who’s going to break it down, bullet points, easy 
to understand, easy to consume, easy for the commu-
nity to make a decision that they like what their elected 
officials are doing.”

Regan pushed back against the assumption of there 
being a considerable issue with transparency and com-
munication in Lucan Biddulph. He called on those 
attending the meeting to act as ambassadors in the 
community and asked them to push their neighbours 
to seek out more information through online resources 
and conversations with their representatives.

“It depends on who you talk to about whether or not 
there’s a transparency issue,” he said. “The informa-
tion is there. Every bit of information that I’ve got to-
night that I got for this meeting, I got from the website. 
I did that for a reason, because I knew transparency 
was going to be a question.

“When we talk about transparency for people, there 
are people in this community that know everything. 
They watch the videos and they ask questions. That’s 
what I’m asking you to do.”

Managing growth in Lucan Biddulph was also a hot 
topic during the meeting, with some questions point-
ing to a proposed five-storey apartment building on 
Richmond Street across from Lucan’s Tim Hortons as 
a point of contention. The building was first brought 
before council in 2025, and a back-and-forth between 
the developer, Farhi Holdings Corp., and the munici-
pality has led to changes in the proposal

Though part of that upper level has been removed 

DAN ROLPH

Editor

CONTINUED TO PAGE 23

(DAN ROLPH PHOTO)
An all candidates meeting in Lucan on Oct. 8 was a chance for the community to hear from candidates before the upcoming 
municipal election on Oct. 26.
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LOCAL SPORTS SCRAPBOOK
(DAN ROLPH PHOTOS)

It was another clash of Highway 4 rivals on Oct. 9 as the Exeter Hawks and the Lucan Irish 
met at the South Huron Recreation Centre. The night proved to be a rough one for the Lu-
can Irish as they were shut out by the Exeter Hawks 7-0, including four goals on the power 
play. Pictured are Oakley McNeil of the Lucan Irish and Harrison Meulensteen of the Exeter 
Hawks, who was named the game’s first star.

Jayce Durand of the Hawks controls the puck as Ben Willis of the Irish pushes in to stop him.

Lucan’s Colton Henderson and Exeter’s Cole Tucker collide in the Oct. 9 game in Exeter.

Lucan Irish player Zander Pino passes the puck in the early moments of the Oct. 9 game 
against Exeter.

Lucan’s Jake Hey winds around the net as he looks for a passing opportunity in the match-
up against Exeter.

Nate Schiedel of the Exeter Hawks presses the attack against Lucan.
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Halloween: Ancient origins and modern-day magic

In northern climes, the transition from the harvest 
season to winter has always been a dramatic one for 
its inhabitants. The landscape gives way from harvest 
shades, fall flowers, and in this area, bursts of glorious, 
brilliant colours in forests with sugar maple trees, as 
the season ushers in a darker palette. 

The origins of celebrating this “between period” be-
gan more than 2,000 years ago in Ireland and Scotland 
when Ancient Celts observed Samhain. They believed 
that the boundary between the living and the dead was 
thinnest then.

This festival evolved into Halloween. Costumes are 
often ghoulish, devilish, or gruesome. Fantasy cre-
ations including princesses, angels, and animals also 
take to the streets in search of tasty treats. 

A major iconic element is the Jack-O-Lantern. The 
legend of Stingy Jack rose from the fens, marshy areas 
in Ireland that produced gas, sending up wisps of ee-
rie colours when it caught fire. Imagine how terrifying 
that was before scientific explanations!

Enter Stingy Jack, a bad man and drunkard. He made 
a huge mistake when he cheated the devil, who then 
condemned him to wander forever through darkness, 
giving him a single, glowing ember from Hell’s fire to 
light his way. Hence Jack-O-Lantern. People hollowed 
out turnips, beets, and potatoes large enough to carve a 
scary face that would scare away Stingy Jack and other 
evil spirits.

Waves of Irish and Scottish settlers arriving in the 
New World to escape potato famines in the mid-1800s 
were happy to find large, partially hollow pumpkins 
that were native to North America for their carvings.

Pumpkins are part of many fall traditions, including 
pie at Thanksgiving. There are pumpkin teas, pumpkin 
lattes, pumpkin cookies, breads, muffins, soups, and 
other menu items.

Pumpkins are part of our indoor and outdoor décor. 
They come in various shades including orange, yellow, 
creamy white, and even black. Plain, carved, painted, 
or decorated by young and old, they are visual treats.

A pumpkin and gourd artist, a former teacher creates 
hundreds of figures every year. Sharon Devine has her 
Pumpkin Hutch in the village of Brucefield, with fin-
ished products that earn rave reviews, as well as straw 
bales and pumpkins right from the field for budding 
artists.

“I am called the Pumpkin Lady and Mother Nature,” 
she said. “I have so many different types of creations. 
Kids love the scary ones; some people are looking 
for large outdoor decorations. Others choose smaller 
pumpkins decorated for table centerpieces or gifts.”

There’s a veritable monster mash located in Zurich; 

the large yard of Barb Jeffrey and Marty Isaacs is the 
canvas for an intriguing array of dozens of characters, 
from small to so large that they tower over viewers. 
In its seventh year, this is a labour of love. They be-
gin by buying a mask and seeing how that particular 
face inspires the figure’s appearance. Retired master 
mechanic Marty creates wire frames for characters, 
builds sets, installs lights, motors, and sound boxes. 
Barb haunts thrift shops for wigs, accessories, and 
sources material to make intricate costumes. 

Hundreds of people come each year from mid-Oc-
tober to Oct. 31 to see favourite figures and new ones. 
Lights go on in the display at 6 pm.

There are themed areas, like Frankenstein’s spooky 
lab, a pirate ship and crew including a sailor who of-
ten drinks non-stop. A skeletal horse pulls an old-fash-
ioned hearse with a glass window displaying its pas-
senger. A revengeful bride holds her dead husband who 
met a dreadful fate.

Some figures scream, talk, or moan. The doghouse 
door startles when it opens to a growling dog. Photo 
ops are everywhere.

Many people visit more than once: visitors come 
from nearby and hours away each year. A few have 
come as part of a trip from Switzerland or Germany. 
St. Boniface Catholic elementary school students visit 
to raise a few goosebumps and lots of giggles! Resi-
dents from Blue Water Rest Home enjoy the action too.

“We love doing this for the kids, and our community, 
and everyone who enjoys it every year,” Barb notes as 
she surveys the people’s reactions as they are view-

ing. “People make donations. All money and food do-
nations go to the Zurich Blessings Community Food 
Bank to help with the growing issue of food scarcity.” 

The ghoulish gallery is at the intersection of John and 
Mill Streets, just north of the Hensall to Zurich high-
way. Cars may park along the streets and happy fami-
ly groups, friends, couples, and solo visitors can view 
from the sidewalk and enter the south lawn through the 
entrance flanked by gargoyles with glowing eyes.

JUDY FINKBEINER JOHNSON

Examiner correspondent

(BARRY JOHNSON PHOTOS)

Sharon Devine’s friendly Dalmatian firedog

A skeleton bride holds her skeleton groom in this eye-catch-
ing Halloween display.

Monster masters Barb Jeffrey and Marty Isaacs display ben-
efits Zurich Blessings Community Food Bank.

Some of the local Halloween displays have gotten as tall as 
the homes they’re placed in front of.

ELECT

PAUL PASSMORE
Councillor Ward 3-Usborne

• 48 Years farming
• Know how to get things done in Usborne   
  (Ward 3)
• Proud of my community and want to keep it 
  growing for generations to come
• Believe councillor needs to live in the ward to 
  properly represent the constituents
• Support fiscal and local accountability
• Support family farms and small agri-businesses
• Want fair and equitable property tax
• Want to protect Usborne’s identity and rich, 
   historical heritage

~ USBORNE STRONG ~~ USBORNE STRONG ~

• 519-860-2719  
• passmorefarms@gmail.com

*AUTHORIZED BY PAUL PASSMORE*



Thursday, October 22, 2026 19Exeter Examiner

Apparently, there was absolutely no excuse in 
1895 for being afflicted by any sickness, disease 
or any malady of the body or mind, or any lack of 
vim, vigour or manly capabilities. 

If you happened to be suffering from any or all 
of the above, one only needed to buy a copy of 
either the Exeter Times or the Exeter Advocate to 
be introduced to a multitude of medicine, drugs 
and “snake oil” remedies, which all in turn guar-
anteed to relieve any distress common to man. 

On nearly every page of the March 7, 1895, 
edition, John White, Editor of the Advocate hap-
pily raked in advertising revenue through fancy 
illustrated advertisements or simple word testi-
monials as to how people’s lives and health were 
completely restored by the purchase and partak-
ing of these miracle cure all. 

Several of the products advertised were en-
dorsed and recommended by both Drs. Browning 
and Lutz who were general practitioners and who 
both owned drug stores in Exeter.

‘Nerve Beans’ were available at the Browning 
Store: “A new discovery that will cure the worst 
case of Nervous Debility, Lost Vigor and Failing 
Manhood; restores the weakness of body or mind 
caused by overwork or the errors or excesses of 
youth. This remedy absolutely cures the most 
obstinate cases when all other treatments have 
failed to relieve -- $1.00 per package or six for 
$5.00.”

I am uncertain whether I have ever been afflict-
ed with a SPAVIN, whatever it is. The verbiage 
under a sketch of a prancing horse professes that 
“Kendalls Spavin Cure” is “The most successful 
remedy for man or beast.” I can’t imagine Dr. 
Fauci endorsing the medicine today (unless of 
course he was offered some sort of royalty for his 
commendation). 

However, as Charles Powell testified, “I have 
used a great deal of your wonderful medicine. I 
once had a mare that had an occult spavin and 
five bottles cured her. I keep a bottle on hand all 
the time.”

Carter’s Little Liver Pills – Small Pill, Small 
Dose, Small Price – “Cures Sick Headache, 
Dizziness, Nausea, Drowsiness, Distress after 
Eating, but are equally valuable for Constipa-
tion – correcting all disorders of the stomach, 
stimulating the liver and regulating the bowels. 
Carter’s pills are strictly vegetable and do not 
gripe or purge, but by their gentle action, please 
all who use them.” 

This writer at 68-years-of-age has some inter-
est in the relief these little pills may bring.

“Colds and Coughs quickly yield to Allen’s 
Lung Balsam” is all that another ad says and yet 
another on the same page uses simple poetic li-

cense to express that “Children Cry for Pitchers 
Castoria: When Baby was sick, we gave her Cas-
toria

When she was a child, she cried for Castoria
When she became Miss, she clung to Castoria
And when she had children, she gave them 

Castoria.”
Yet another testimonial shows a sketch of a 

glowing healthy lassie, the daughter of a promi-
nent Anglican clergyman. This child was literally 
covered from head to foot with a red and exceed-
ingly troublesome rash, from which she had suf-
fered two or three years. 

At the doctor’s behest, the greatly distressed 
father began to administer “Ayers Sarsparilla”, 
and two bottles effected a complete cure much 
to the little girl’s relief and her father’s delight.

Ayers Cherry Pectoral would cure a rack-
ing cough, while Starks Powders would cure a 
sick headache and neuralgia in 20 minutes, also 
bringing an end to coated tongue, dizziness, bil-
iousness, pain in the side, constipation, torpid 
liver, and even bad breath. Very nice to take and 
priced at 25 cents. Now that’s a lot of relief for a 
measly quarter.

Dodd’s Kidney Pills would cure your back-
ache, while Scott’s Emulsion helped thin babies 
and weak children thrive on it, growing strong, 
plump and healthy.

South American Nervine Tonic saved the life 
of a woman who had given up all hope of getting 
well, while Paines Celery Compound ‘will feed 
your husband’s worn-out brain. Testimonial – 
Lawyers, doctors, politicians, civil servants, hard 
working men and women in every county are 
today taking Paines Celery Compound with the 
happiest of results.’ (Methinks, we need to get a 
semi load of this stuff to Ottawa asap).

Burdock Blood Bitters will cure your dyspep-
sia, constipation, bad blood, biliousness and all 
diseases of the stomach, liver, bowels and blood. 
Wow, all the bases are covered with a “wee bit of 
weed” – burdocks that is.

Exeter Druggist C. Lutz offered Agnews 
Catarrh Powder. One short puff of the breath 
through the blower supplied with each bottle, in 
10 to 60 minutes permanently relieves and cures 

catarrh, hay fever, colds, headaches, sore throat, 
tonsilitis and deafness.

Syrup of Figs rightly mentioned on the back 
page, proved to bring personal enjoyment and an 
enhanced quality of life. This perfect and pure 
liquid laxative has given “satisfaction to mil-
lions.” Causing everything to come out right no 
pun intended.

With all these wonderful, mostly natural reme-
dies, I couldn’t help but wonder why there was a 
long list of thirteen souls in the obituary column 
of the same edition. I guess none of the departed 
had subscribed to the Exeter Times Newspaper. 

I also sincerely hope that Big Pharma never 
researches the historic newspaper collection on 
the Huron County Library website, or they will 
probably soon own all the rights to the remedies 
advertised and turn them into another billion-dol-
lar business.

Not everyone was into pharmaceutical answers 
to their ailments. In fact, on page two of the same 
1895 Exeter newspaper, Dr. A. Owen of Chicago, 
Ill. took out a substantial illustrated ad, availing 
both men and women valuable information about 

the “Owen Electric Belt”. 
Under a portrait of Dr. Owen himself, reads; 

“The only scientific and practical electric belt 
made for general use, producing a genuine cur-
rent of electricity for the cure of disease, that 
can be readily felt and regulated both in quantity 
and power and applied to any part of the body. It 
can be worn at any time, during working hours 
or sleep and will positively cure – rheumatism, 
sciatica, general debility, lumbago, nervous dis-
ease, dyspepsia, varicocele, sexual weakness, 
impotency, kidney disease, lame back and uri-
nary disfunction. Electricity properly applied is 
fast taking the place of drugs for all these condi-
tions and will cure even the seemingly hopeless 
cases where every other known means has failed. 
Any weak or diseased organ may by this means 
be roused to healthy activity before it is too late.” 

Imagine all that information in a Victorian era 
newspaper in our own hometown. Who needs Dr. 
Ho when you can buy the “Owen Electric Belt”?

Fifteen years earlier in the “Clinton New Era”, 
June 17, 1880, “The Reason Why GRAY’S VI-
TALINE is fast becoming the popular remedy of 
the day”. Read the pamphlet carefully. Gray’s 
Specific Medicine The Great English Remedy – 
An unfailing cure for seminal weakness, sperma-
torrhea, impotency and all diseases that follow 
as a sequence of self-abuse, as loss of memory, 
universallasitude (I sure hope I never experience 
that symptom, whatever it is), pain in the back, 
dimness of vision, premature old age, and many 
other diseases that lead to insanity or consump-
tion and a premature grave.  

Full particulars in our pamphlet which we 
desire to send free by mail to everyone. Sold in 
Clinton by all druggists at $1.00 per package or 
six packages for $5.00.

When you see the actual depiction of the “be-
fore and after” portrayed in this Victorian adver-
tisement, I can’t help but think that more than a 
few Exeter ladies may have climbed the Butter 
and Eggs Express and made a trip to Clinton. 

Perhaps a visit to a dear old forgotten Aunt 
would include a discreet stop at “J.H.Combes” 
drugstore to obtain a few packages of pills that 
would turn the tired old bag of bones she was 
living with into the virile, handsome, full head of 
hair guy she was married to 40 years ago. 

I sure hope Martha doesn’t read this column, 
or I will have to keep an eye on my ‘pill parade.’

COLUMNS
Victorian Newspaper Remedies for All That Ails You: 1895

BOB HEYWOOD

Examiner Columnist

(CONTRIBUTED IMAGE)
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“In Tarragona, you can’t move 
soil, or you will find Roman 
remains.” If I thought this was 
an exaggeration by our guide, 
I soon realized I was wrong – 
this Spanish city is absolutely 
chock-a-block with 2,000-year-
old evidence of Roman civiliza-
tion.

If you are anything like me – 
and I sincerely hope you do not 
bear such a curse – you find an-
cient ruins to be absolutely fas-
cinating. I think it becomes we 
live in a land that, from the per-
spective of architectural ruins, is 
a “new world.” A building 200 
years old in Canada is astonish-
ing; it’s a recent renovation in 
Spain.

But still, walking around a 
city where large bits of Roman 
buildings still stand, next door 
to modern shops and homes, is 
an amazing experience. And it 
doesn’t come much more amaz-
ing than in Tarragona, this city 
on the Mediterranean coast, an 
hour and a bit from Barcelona.

Like many – probably most – 
European cities, Tarragona has 
a history going back before ac-
curate records. The Phoenicians 
were probably here in the 7th 
century B.C. The Romans were 
certainly here from the first cen-
tury B.C. until the fall of the 
Roman Empire in the mid-5th 
century. Roman Catholic Popes 

were here – or at least, a would-
be Pope, crowned as such at 
the time of the “Great Schism,” 
when there were actually three 
Popes claiming the title – one in 
Rome, one in Avignon and one 
in Tarragona.

Supporters of one of the oth-
er Popes attempted to limit the 
field by poisoning the Tarrago-
na prelate, but he survived, and 
lived to be over 90.

The so-called Pope was not 
the only public figure to claim 
heavenly status in Tarragona. 
Centuries earlier, the Roman 
Emperor Octavius Caesar chose 
this site for his declaration of 
personal divinity.

We were in Tarragona as guests 
of Viking on a terrific Mediter-
ranean Cruise, and I found the 
visit to Tarragona to be one of 
the most interesting excursions 
on the voyage that took us from 
Rome to Barcelona.

Today, Tarragona is a city in 
the region of Catalonia, home to 
seven million inhabitants, and 
still a very busy fishing port. 
Our guide told us that Tarragona 
fishers are responsible for half 
of all the fishing in Catalonia.

But frankly, while the mod-
ern city is interesting, it was all 
of the evidence of Roman life 
here that grabbed my attention. 
I’m not alone in this perpsec-
tive – Tarragona’s ruins are so 
important that they have been 
designated a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.

The Roman evidence contin-
ues to have so much impact on 
the city that the entire central 
city plan continues to follow 
what our guide called “the Ro-
man urbanistic plan.” Even the 
impressive Roman Catholic Ca-
thedral, built starting in the 14th 
century, sits squarely on the site 
of a Roman temple.

And right in the heart of the city 

is an amazingly well-preserved 
Roman circus – a first-century 
chariot-racing arena.

The circus, once the site of 
two-horse chariot and four-
horse chariot races, is one of the 
best preserved such treasures in 
the world. We visited part of the 
track, and, perhaps even more 
interesting, saw extensive spec-
tator seating facilities sitting di-
rectly below much more modern 
houses.

Through the city centre, 
you will find large section of 
still-standing walls, begging for 
both historical research and self-
ie moments. We did both.

Equally impressive is the Ro-
man Amphitheatre, sitting near 
the seashore and still a splen-
did sight from the roadside high 
above the theatre.

While Tarragona is filled with 
large, significant Roman ruins, 
there are also less obvious bits 
of evidence of that crucial peri-
od in western civilization. The 
walls of houses and shops have 
bits and pieces of Roman build-
ings re-used as construction ma-
terials.

In fact, our guide told us, one 
of the biggest problems facing 
today’s heritage conservators is 
that the Amphitheatre, the Cir-
cus, the walls and other Roman 
buildings were used as quarries 
for readily available construc-
tion materials in more recent 
centuries. This practice is entire-
ly illegal today, of course.

We visited a lot of historical 
Roman sites during our time in 
Tarragona, but still managed 
only to see about half of the sig-
nificant ruins. 

Also found in and around the 
city are a Pretorium tower, two 
fora (provincial and colonial 
government meeting places), a 
Necropolis (burial place), the 
palace of Augustus, and several 

other towers, arches, and road-
ways. Rome certainly left its 
mark on this Spanish city.

There are plenty of legends 
around Tarragona, as well. 

One suggests that the city’s or-
igins date back more than 2,000 
years B.C. Another says that St. 
Paul came to Tarragona, and 
thus, “Tarragona became the 
gate of Christianity,” to quote 
our guide.

What is known for sure is that 
Caesar Augustus (who reigned 
over the burgeoning Empire 
from 27 BC to 14 AD) spent 

his winters in Tarragona. Thus 
establishing a tourism tradition 
that continues to this day. The 
Emperor enjoyed his visits to 
the place; so will modern-day 
travelers looking to get up close 
and personal with ancient histo-
ry.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and Past-Presi-
dent of the Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

PAUL KNOWLES

Examiner Columnist

 Another section of Roman wall in central Tarragona.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Time-travelling in Tarragona

The 14th-century Tarragona Cathedral was build on the site of a Roman 
temple.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)
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Isn’t it interesting that some of the 
strongest links to an ancestral past 
are through repasts, those simple 
meals that often have traditional 
foods we enjoy? That a particular 
treat today is a part of our heritage, 
a sort of gastronomic DNA. Rec-
ipes and methods honed through 
generations were passed down 
orally and came to our family from 
various regions in the “old coun-
tries” where my ancestors lived 
and emigrated from to come here 
in the 1800s.

I admit to feeling peckish as I sift 
through my memory banks into 
some of my favourite foods from 
long ago. And smiling as I think 
about so many fun times with fam-
ily — watching, learning, cooking 
with older relatives, one of my 
brothers, and eventually with niec-
es and nephews to carry on tradi-
tions, and of course taste-testing 
together! With a sprinkle of our 
usual teasing thrown in — and oc-
casionally a flick or two of flour!

Pretzels for Lent

In an April column, I shared my 
love affair with the lye-dipped soft 
pretzel, a Lenten specialty made 
by a method passed down with me-
ticulous care from family to fami-
ly through centuries. My youngest 
brother was the last member of my 
family who made the lye, drip-
ping water through ashes from the 
wood-burning furnace in his farm 
shop for days.

Some claim that in 600 CE an 
Italian monk created pretzels, little 
breads with their twisted shape to 
represent a prayer posture in their 
day, and three holes to symbolize 
the Holy Trinity — Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost.

Whatever their origin, pretzels 
made their way into the Black For-
est, and later across the Atlantic 
where those lye-dipped treats were 
several things: part Easter-time 
treat, part spring tonic and cleans-
er, and a totally delicious snack.

Ham and beer radishes

In the Schwarzwald, the region-
al specialty of Black Forest ham is 
often served as Schinkenplatte, a 
cold ham platter, with paper-thin 
slices of the delicacy plated with 
rye or sourdough bread, pickles, 
and sometimes radishes, fruit, and 
mustard. It goes well with a glass 
of a local Pils, pilsner lager.

My grandfather and his brother 
shared a smokehouse. I loved my 
visits to that almost square build-
ing with its logs’ gaps chinked with 
mud. This smokehouse was almost 
identical to those in the Black For-
est. The floor was hard-packed dirt 
with a firepit in the middle. Smoke 
wafted gently up to the roof where 
small holes let it escape. Hams 
and bacon hung from the rafters 
on big metal hooks. There was just 
enough room for my grandpa, dad 
and me, a kid, to fit in the building.

I can almost smell that smoke-
house, that sweetly smoky mild 
aroma that permeated the wood in 
that century old building. It took 
about six weeks to cold-smoke 
ham with a fire of maple, hickory, 
or applewood. The smoked meats 
were taken home, wrapped in lin-
en to keep pests away, and hung 
high in a cool place next to the 
“summer kitchen” where they kept 
for the winter.

Just outside that long room that 
also ran the length of the attached 
woodshed, down a couple of steps, 
was the spot in the garden where 
my grandpa grew stout, long white 
radishes that were crisp and a bit 
peppery. He enjoyed slices of 
those German Beer Radishes at 
any meal, even with cheese at his 
hearty farm breakfast.

Spaetzle, schnitzel, rie-
bele

There are many varieties of 

schnitzel in the Black Forest, all 
worth trying. The schnitzel itself 
is a thin pork chop pounded even 
more thinly, then breaded and 
fried to golden perfection. My two 
favourite schnitzels are the dish 
served with ample slices of lemon 
and Jaegerschnitzel, the Hunter’s 
one topped with the namesake 
rich sauce made with sliced mush-
rooms, red wine, beef broth, and 
cream.

Schnitzel pairs perfectly with 
spaetzle, German pasta. Simple 
ingredients of flour, eggs, salt, and 
milk create a dough that is flat-
tened, cut into ribbons, and dried. 
They are dropped into boiling wa-
ter to cook; they are done when 
they rise to the top plus about a 
minute of extra time. Top with 
butter, salt, and pepper or some of 
the sauce from your schnitzel. You 
can’t go wrong — any way you 
eat fresh spaetzle will make you a 
convert.

My grandma taught me how to 
make riebele, egg noodle/dump-
ling pasta for adding to soups. Its 
name means to rub or grate, which 
is how the mixture of eggs, salt, 
and flour is worked, either by grat-
ing at medium size on a box grat-
er, or rubbing between the palms 
of hands to form pea-sized or 
rice-sized crumbs. They are dried 
before being dropped into boil-
ing broth or water, floating when 
cooked.

Quark and apfel schnit-
zen

When we still had a wood cook 
stove before hydro came to our 
road, the appliance did extra duties 
with my mom using the warmth of 
the stove, not just for cooking and 
heating water, but making what 
she called soft kase, a quark curd 
cheese, and apfel schnitzen, dried 
apple slices.

To make quark, room tempera-
ture milk and buttermilk were 
stirred and left for 24 hours in 
a warm room to ferment. After 
being heated slowly, the cooled 
mixture was put into a sieve that 
had been lined with cheesecloth, 
placed over a deep bowl. Kept in 

a cool area for about four or five 
hours, the whey drained from the 
curds. It looked like cottage cheese 
or ricotta and had a mild tang. 
There are many ways to enjoy it, 
in smoothies, on toast or bagels, 
with smoked salmon, or fruit and 
nuts, or mixed with boiled mashed 
potatoes or as a topping on baked 
potatoes.

Apfel schnitzen, dried apple 
slices, had a very long shelf life, a 
useful quality in pioneer days and 
later. In our farmhouse, that du-
ration was theoretical, never test-
ed because whether we ate these 
mildly tangy, chewy, healthy treats 
as a snack, or used them in recipes, 
they were soon gone. Apples were 
cored and sliced, or quartered and 
quartered again, and with spac-
es between each one, strung with 
needle and thick cotton threads, 
hung above the stove where they 
got gentle heat and also good air 
circulation. The apples were dried 
until leathery, but not crisp like 
chips.

Fir tree honey and gum

I was surprised to see green-
ish-tinged Schwarzwald honey, 
and enjoyed tasting it, with its 
unique flavour from its mineral 
and acid content quite different 
from our meadow flower honey in 
this area. Bees make this bold tast-
ing honey from collecting Honey-
dew, an enzyme sap/dew made by 
insects in the fir tree canopy of the 
Black Forest.

My Finkbeiner ancestor pio-
neer settlers didn’t have the trees 
to produce that honey, but con-
tinued with honey-making. My 
great-grandfather Michael Jr. was 
known as the Honeyman and as 
well as farming and barn-building, 
had hives that produced honey to 
sell. My dad, his grandson, had 
several hives in the family farm 
bush that provided the honey for 
our family. He collected swarm-
ing bees using the smoker and bee 
equipment of his grandfather.

After my grandparents moved 
from the farm where I grew up to 
one further up the road, my grand-
father introduced me to tree gum. 

There were several Black For-
est type fir trees by the laneway 
close to the house. It was always 
an adventure spending time with 
Grandpa, and I followed him ea-
gerly when he told me he wanted 
to get some gum and said I could 
go along. We walked right past the 
car and stopped at a tall fir tree 
where he took out his pocketknife, 
and carefully cut hard resin from 
the bark, some for him, and some 
for me. He started chewing his first 
to let me know it was safe to do. 
He warned me not to swallow it, 
just to chew it slowly at first while 
it formed a wad of gum and spit 
it out when I didn’t want to chew 
it anymore. Its taste changed as I 
chewed, at first bitter, than herbal, 
and finally a fresh, clean finish as 
if you had just brushed your teeth 
very thoroughly. “Will you try it 
again?” Grandpa asked, and he 
chuckled when I nodded yes!

Next column
Care to join me as I journey 

into my childhood growing up 
on our family farm decades ago? 
Treasured memories of lessons 
learned, laughter, love - how lucky 
I was to experience all of that!

JUDY FINKBEINER JOHNSON

Examiner Columnist

ABOUT TIME AND TIMES: Black Forest tasty goodies, my goodness!

 Worship
With
Us

Zion Lutheran Church
148 Frederick St., Dashwood

• www.berea-zionlcc.ca     
• bnz@hay.net
• 519.237.3548

9:45 am Sunday School Sep-Jun
11:00 am Family Worship Service

Facebook: ZionDashwood
Instagram: zionlutherandashwood

Serving All DayServing All Day
 Breakfast  Breakfast 

185 Dashwood Main St, 185 Dashwood Main St, 
N0M 1N0N0M 1N0

(519) 237-3116(519) 237-3116

Black Forest beekeeping – Old 
World to New World love of honey

( BRIAN FINKBEINER PHOTO)

MASSE FRUIT & MASSE FRUIT & 
VEGETABLE FARMVEGETABLE FARM

C/O MIKE AND DIANNE MASSEC/O MIKE AND DIANNE MASSE
35291 Zurich Hensall  Road, 35291 Zurich Hensall  Road, 
Zurich,  ON N0M 2T0Zurich,  ON N0M 2T0  
519-236-7907 519-236-7907 
massepumpkins@hay.netmassepumpkins@hay.net 

OPEN DAILY: JUNE - OCTOBEROPEN DAILY: JUNE - OCTOBER

PICKED PICKED 
FRESH FRESH 

FOR YOU FOR YOU 
DAILYDAILY

C L O S I N G  F O R  S E A S O N  -  O C T.  3 1C L O S I N G  F O R  S E A S O N  -  O C T.  3 1

Lots of selection to choose including: Lots of selection to choose including: 
Strawberries• Local Produce • Baking Strawberries• Local Produce • Baking 

• Meats • Pumpkins • Squash• Meats • Pumpkins • Squash
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I know it may seem a little 
early to be talking about Christ-
mas, but as an organization, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of South 
Huron (BBBSSH) is always 
planning ahead! So, I’m just 
going to say it… Christmas is 
coming!

By the time you read this, 
we’ll be just two months away 

from the big day. Perhaps 
you’ve started your shopping, 
made plans with family and 
friends, or even started thinking 
about bringing out the Christ-
mas decorations. Well, we’re 
getting ready for Christmas, too! 
We have some exciting things 
planned over the coming weeks, 
and we can’t wait to share them 
with you.

For us, Christmas is about 
helping our Littles experience 
a memorable and joyful Christ-
mas. One of the ways we do this 
is through our Adopt a Child 
campaign. Each year, several 
generous businesses throughout 
our service area host an Adopt 
a Child tree. Hanging on the 
trees are ornaments featuring a 
child’s age, gender, and two to 

three gift ideas. Before creating 
the ornaments, we connect with 
our families to learn what their 
child(ren) are hoping for, help-
ing ensure that the gifts they re-
ceive are both meaningful and 
something they truly want. The 
ornaments also offer other ways 
to spread Christmas cheer. Some 
may request grocery gift cards to 
help ease the financial pressure 
families experience over the 
holidays, while others suggest 
movie passes, craft kits, or oth-
er activities to encourage quali-
ty family time. Our trees go up 
shortly after Remembrance Day, 
and from there, the generosity 
of our community takes over. 
Once the gifts are returned, our 
team ensures each one makes its 
way to the right home in time for 

Christmas. In 2025, our Adopt a 
Child campaign supported 105 
Littles across 40 families, with 
17 local businesses generous-
ly hosting trees. We anticipate 
a similar need for support this 
year, and we are so grateful to 
the businesses, donors, and com-
munity members who help make 
this campaign possible. Togeth-
er, we can help make Christmas 
morning a little brighter for the 
children and families we serve!

We are also getting ready 
for our 18th Annual Christmas 
Shopping Event! We are excited 
to bring back a two-day shop-
ping experience on Saturday, 
Nov. 7, and Sunday, Nov. 8, at 
the South Huron Recreation 
Centre. With more than 55 ven-
dors to shop from, it’s the per-

fect opportunity to get a head 
start on your Christmas shop-
ping, find a few unique gifts, or 
treat yourself to something spe-
cial! There’s more to enjoy than 
shopping, too! BBBSSH will be 
hosting a penny sale featuring 
donations from our vendors, a 
bake sale filled with homemade 
goodies, and, of course, a spe-
cial visit from Santa Claus him-
self! If you enjoy baking, we 
would also welcome donations 
of baked goods for our bake sale 
table. 100 per cent of the bake 
sale proceeds go directly back 
to BBBSSH. Whether you come 
to shop, bake, visit Santa, or 
simply enjoy the festive atmo-
sphere, your support helps us 
make a difference in the lives of 
local children and youth!

AMY WILHELM

Examiner Columnist

Mentoring Matters: Getting ready for a busy Christmas

What a schmozzle! I discov-
ered that at our house I wear 
the pants — as it turns out, not 
well — and Jan, well, she has 
her knickers in a knot. This is 
what I mean…

A couple of months ago, I 
had emergency dental work. I 
left the dentist office with six 
teeth wired together and strict 
instructions to follow a soft 
food diet.

My recovery also included a 

visit to an optometrist to rule 
out any eye damage from my 
mishap. So, for the three days 
leading up to the eye appoint-
ment I remained inside nursing 
my scrapes and bruises, eating 
Jello, soup, Kraft Dinner, and 
porridge.

On the day of the optome-
trist appointment, I awoke and 
stepped on the bathroom scale. 
I had lost five pounds. YES! I 
slipped into a pair of skinny-fit 
blue jeans that Jan bought me. 
They felt great, for a change. 
I posed in front of the mirror. 
As a Living Retired guy, I felt, 
well, hip!

At the optometrist office I 
didn’t walk in. Instead, I held 
my head high, tried to put my 
chest out, and strutted in wear-
ing my skinny-fit blue jeans.

Soon, I had drops in my eye 
and was told to wait in the re-

ception area with three other 
patients. We all chatted, while 
I fumbled trying to put my key 
fob in my skinny-fit blue jeans 
pocket. It wouldn’t fit. Strange.

Good news: the eye looks 
fine. Feeling pretty good in my 
skinny-fit blue jeans, with a 
spring in my step, I pranced to 
their frame shop thinking new 
glasses would complement my 
weight loss. The female sales 
associate sympathized with me 
not being able to fit my key fob 
into the pocket, and, I am not 
making this up, she said, “You 
look great for your age wear-
ing skinny-fit blue jeans.” I felt 
like a whole new man!

Back home, I continued to 
fumble with the key fob. I re-
alized the front pocket of my 
skinny-fit blue jeans seemed 
small. I stood at our bed and 
collapsed onto my back. I 

flailed my legs in the air, even-
tually yanking the skinny-fit 
blue jeans down to my ankles. I 
looked: the pocket was half the 
normal size. That is when I saw 
the tag. It read, ‘30 Tall.’

OMG!
I ran to Jan’s office and blurt-

ed out, “Jan. Sorry, I need to 
interrupt. I don’t want to be 
a smart ass but am I wearing 
your skinny-fit blue jeans?”

Jan looked up. She took one 
look at me modelling her fa-
vourite skinny-fit blue jeans. 
She laughed uncontrollably. I 
could hardly understand her 
say, “Gary, please don’t tell me 
you wore my skinny-fit blue 
jeans to your appointment at 
the optometrist!”

I have done some dumb 
things in my life like the time 
in high school I organized a 
parade and halfway along the 

route the police arrived and 
told me I needed a permit — 
that is a Living Retired column 
for another time. But wearing 
Jan’s skinny-fit blue jeans was 
a first. Once and done!

That night I got into bed first. 
Jan was frustrated, “Gary, I 
can’t find my pyjamas. Have 
you seen them?” (Pause) 
“Please, please, PLEASE don’t 
tell me you’re wearing them.”

Who wears the pants at your 
house? At our place I wear the 
pants. Both mine and Jan’s.

Living Retired is written by 
Gary Chalk and published 
throughout Canada and USA. 
To receive Living Retired by 
email each Monday, or to book 
Gary to speak at your service 
club, corporate event, or retire-
ment party contact Gchalk@
me.com

BY GARY CHALK

Examiner Columnist

LIVING RETIRED: Knickers in a knot

Farm Families Feeding Families supports families with 
children receiving medical care

In celebration of Co-op Week, which 
runs from Oct. 11 to 17, Hensall Co-
op has announced its Farm Families 
Feeding Families initiative, including 
a commitment of more than $5,000 to 
Ronald McDonald House Southwestern 
Ontario (RMH SWO) in London.

The initiative celebrates the import-
ant role farm families play in feeding 
communities while extending that same 
spirit of care and support to families 

facing challenging circumstances as 
their children receive medical treat-
ment.

For many families living in rural com-
munities, accessing specialized medical 
care means travelling significant dis-
tances from home. Ronald McDonald 
House Southwestern Ontario provides 
a welcoming and supportive place for 
families to stay close to their children 
during hospital treatment, helping ease 
some of the challenges that come with 
being away from home.

In a press release, Hensall Co-op 
stated it recognizes the importance of 

supporting the rural families and agri-
cultural communities at the heart of its 
organization.

“Being a co-operative means more 
than doing business together. It means 
supporting one another and strength-
ening the communities we call home,” 
said Hensall Co-op CEO Brad Chan-
dler. “Our farm families work hard 
every day to help feed families across 
Canada and around the world. Through 
Farm Families Feeding Families, we’re 
proud to extend that commitment be-
yond the farm and support families 
during some of their most challenging 

moments.”
As part of the initiative, Hensall 

Co-op will fund dinner group volun-
teer experiences at Ronald McDonald 
House Southwestern Ontario, giving 
members, customers and employees the 
opportunity to make a meaningful dif-
ference.

During these experiences, groups of 
volunteers will visit the House, tour the 
facility and work alongside the Ronald 
McDonald House wellness and nutri-
tion team to prepare comforting meals 
for families staying at the house while 
their children receive medical care.

CONTRIBUTED ARTICLE
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BACK IN TIME
30 Years Ago

October 23, 1996 - Hard work 
and determination has paid off 
for Mark Bell of Hensall. After 
a two year tour with the Exeter 
Junior “D” Hawks, Bell, 17, 
has broken into the Junior “B” 
league with the Strathroy Rock-
ets.

After 42 years in business, 
owners of Frayne’s general 
store at Exeter’s north end ex-
perienced their first attempted 
robbery during broad daylight. 
However, the male youth who 
demanded money was surprised 
by a stubborn Marion Frayne 
who closed the cash drawer and 
refused to comply.

40 Years Ago

October 22, 1986 - Road su-
perintendent John Batten ten-
dered his resignation to Usborne 
Township council at their meet-
ing Tuesday. Batten has been a 
member of the township crew 
for 31 years.

65 Years Ago

October 21, 1961 - Two impres-
sive homes have been erected in 
the new residential subdivision 
established on the south side of 
Hensall, west of Highway 4. The 
homes have been constructed 
for Harold Bonthron and Lorne 
Hay.

In charge of the Progressive 
Conservative leadership con-
vention in Toronto this week was 

QC Elmer Bell of Exeter who 
won praise from many quarters 
for his firm hand which prevent-
ed enthusiastic demonstrators 
from getting out of control.

Don Cann, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Carf Cann of Exeter was elect-
ed editor of the SHDHS annual 
publication, The Inkspot.

70 Years Ago

October 19, 1956 - Mr. Charles 
MacNaughton is in Ottawa with 
a delegation of seed men waiting 
on the government with the view 
of establishing a seed laboratory 
in London.

Mr. Tom Walker, who took up 
photography as a hobby several 
months ago, has decided to open 

a small photo studio at his home 
on Main Street.

This week’s Leavitt’s Theatre 
is celebrating the fifteenth anni-
versary of the new theatre and 
their 35th year in the moving 
picture business in Exeter.

Prices of haircuts have gone 
up. Exeter barbers have upped 
the price from 35 cents to 40 
cents effective last Saturday.

80 Years Ago

October 22, 1946 - Record ca-
pacity crowds attended the jubi-
lee services of Zion Evangelical 
Church in Crediton from Oct. 13 
to 20.

Former ministers and native 
sons gave messages and a spe-
cial jubilee choir of former fa-

miliar voices sang. Friday eve-
ning Roy Goulding’s choir from 
Talbot Baptist Church in London 
presented a grand concert.

105 Years Ago

October 21, 1921 - Messrs. R. 
Wells, S. Fitton, W. Johns and D. 
Russell left Monday for a two-
week hunting trip in the Wing-
ham district.

130 Years Ago

October 22, 1896 - The pro-
ceeds of the Harvest Home Fes-
tival Monday evening in connec-
tion with Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church amounted to about $70 
and collection on the previous 
Sunday was in the neighbour-
hood of $30.

from the plans through those discussions, 
neighbouring residents have continued to 
lobby council to push for further changes.

Manders said he would fight to see that 
fifth story entirely removed from the pro-
posed building, though he noted the fight 
may be one the municipality is destined 
to lose.

“He’s going to fight it,” said Manders. 
“We will hire a planner. We will hire a 
lawyer, and we’re going to spend $90,000 
of taxpayer’s money. I don’t know if it’s 
defendable, but I’m going to fight for that 
to be four storeys or less.”

Under Lucan Biddulph’s official plan, 
apartment developments of the proposed 
building’s scale are limited to arterial 
roads and main intersections. 

However, Hodgins said he would like 
to see that approach changed to stop fur-
ther apartment development along Main 
Street.

“Apartments should be made in the 
back, further away from Main Street,” 
he said. “As people come in, I don’t want 
them to come into this town and see apart-
ments right off the bat, although some are 
there already. I would make sure that there 
isn’t really anymore.”

One topic that drew plenty of attention 
during the meeting was the fate of the 

Granton fire hall.
Lucan Biddulph’s 2023 Fire Service 

Master Plan included an evaluation of 
possibly consolidating the service’s oper-
ations in Lucan and Granton into a single 
new station just north of Lucan. The move 
would be aimed at helping prepare for 
projected growth in Lucan, where the plan 
states most emergency incident responses 
already occur.

Though the plan states the impact on re-
sponse times in both communities would 
be “minimal” it also notes there could be 
impacts on insurance costs to properties 
in the Granton area. There could also be 
challenges in such a move as the Grant-
on station is partly owned by Perth South, 
which may not have another economically 
viable option for fire services in the area.

Law said he firmly believes the station 
should remain in Granton.

“Safety is everything,” he said. “I be-
lieve we should keep the firehall in Grant-
on,” he said. “I would never vote it out, 
unless you could show me and prove to 
me that the people of the community we 
going to be just as safe without it. I don’t 
think you can.”

Goldie agreed that Granton should 
maintain its distinct fire station in the 
community.

“Obviously, it’s a large key player within 
not only our municipality, but also Perth 

South,” he said. “It should stay like that. 
We need extra key players around in order 
to help out. We’ve only been seeing fires 
start to get out of hand more and more.”

Westman noted that the Fire Service 
Master Plan that was prepared by a con-
sultant listed the consolidation of the two 
fire stations as an option, but he stressed 
there hadn’t been discussions about clos-
ing the station.

“It would be reckless and ridiculous to 
even consider closing it,” he said. “There 
was never any talk of closing the Grant-

on hall. There is some restructuring going 
on because we need to make them more 
efficient. The two departments cost a lot 
of money. We want to find ways to make 
them run more efficiently.”

With candidates offering different ap-
proaches regarding the next four years, 
Lucan Biddulph voters will have the final 
say when they cast their ballots on Oct. 26.

A video of the entire meeting can be 
watched on YouTube at youtu.be/-CST-
t9H4Od0.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Lucan Biddulph all candidates meeting sheds light on 
local issues

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER
www.g r a n t h a v e n . c om

Exeter Examiner 
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(DAN ROLPH PHOTOS)
Paul Hodgins.Dave Manders.
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BAILEY
Our pet of the week this issue is 

Bailey. This 8-year-old affectionate 
and loving girl lives for the spotlight. 

She always follows her humans 
around for attention, and even if she 

gets it, she always wants more.

Nominate your pet to be a Featured Pet by emailing info@exeterexaminer.com

Riddles
What happens when frog park 

illegally?
They get toad

--
I got fired from the calendar factory.

All I did was take a day off
--

A man was injured yesterday playing 
peek-a-boo.

He’s currently in the ICU.
--

Where do dads store their jokes?
In the dad-a-base

--
What’s Forrest Gump’s password?

1forrest1
--

What happens when a microscope 
crashed into a telescope?

They kaleidoscope
--

What do you call a man without a body 
and a nose?
No body nose

Solutions on pg.28

Sponsored By:
KIRKTON VET CLINIC
kirktonvetclinic.com 519-229-8911

Pet of the Week
Halloween can be spooky for pets too! 
Keep candy, chocolate, and decorations out of reach, and give pets a quiet, safe space 
away from costumes and trick-or-treaters. 
Have a fun and safe Halloween with your furry family members! 

Word Search

TRICK OR TREAT

WITCH

GHOST

SKELETON

VAMPIRE

CAULDRON

BROOMSTICK

SPIDER

COSTUME

MASK

ZOMBIE

CANDY

MONSTER

HAUNTED

BAT

SPOOKY SEASON

SPONSORED BY:

Office Solutions Inc.  |  92 Main St .  S .  Exeter,  ON N0M 1S1
p.  519.235.1840 |  shop.shos.ca |  info@shos.ca
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RECURRING OCTOBER PROGRAM EVENTS 2026
MON & THURS. 8:45-9:45 - Medium Low impact aer-
obic exercise that includes cardio, strength, & flexibility 
exercises. Community Room GBACHC. cmaxfield@gbchc.
com
MON & THURS 10 – 10:45 - High low impact aerobic ex-
ercise with Joy that includes cardio, strength, and flexibility. 
Community Room GBACHCcmaxfield@gbchc.com
MON. & THURS. 11:15 AM - Gentle Exercise starting 
Mon. & Thurs. Seated and standing exercises for Seniors. 
Community Room GBACHC. You must contact cmaxfield@
gbchc.com to see if there is space.
MONDAYS & THURS 1:00-2 PM - Functional Fitness 
with Julie. Most gentle class for people with mobility issues. 
Hensall Arena and virtual in Grand Bend at GBACHC Mon-
days. Thursdays in person in Grand Bend Contact Julie at 
jdatars@gbchc.com
TUES & THUR. FRI. 9.00AM - Exercise Port Franks 
Community Centre Line Dancing 8:30-9 am Medium Low 
impact aerobic exercises from 9-10 cmaxfield@gbchc.com
TUES & THUR. 6:00-6:45PM - Joys Evening exercise 
classes High low impact Community Room GBACHC. Sat-
urday mornings from 10-10:45 am. cmaxfield@gbchc.com
WED. 9:20-11 AM - Pinery Walking Group. Meet at the 
Lambton Heritage Museum parking lot 9:00 am Email Lind-
sey lindseyashworthducharme@gmail.com
THURSDAYS 9:30-12 AM - Early On program free pro-
gram for adults with children birth to 6 years. Adult Day 
Wing, GBACHC. inside Adult Day at GBACHC. Contact 
earlyonchildcare.ca or 519-786-6161 x 9226. Wed. 10-11:00 
am “Walk & Talk Hensall Arena” Contact Grace at gbon-
nett@gbchc.com . Fun social walking program with coffee 
and chatting to finish
FRI. OCT. 9, AND 16TH 8:30 AM 0 Vinyasa Yoga and 
Chair Yoga GBACHC in Community room. Vinyasa at 
8:30am, Chair at 9:45 am. Contact cmaxfield@gbchc.com .
OCT. 13TH 1:30-3:30PM -  Persistent Pain 6 week pro-
gram. Join our PT and Social Work Team as they teach you 
exercise and coping strategies to deal with your pain
THURS. OCT. 15TH 1:30 -3:30PM - Alzheimer’s care-

giver support group. Support group program with trained 
facilitator Randy Chapman. 1-800-561-5012. Adult Day wing 
at GBACHC.
SATURDAYS 8:30-11:30 AM - Walk In Medical Clinic 
GBACHC . Open to anyone in the community who needs 
medical attention ( Not an Urgent Care or Emergency Centre)
For more information of any of these programs contact 
Cindy Maxfield at cmaxfield@gbchc.com
SAT. OCTOBER 24 -11AM TO 12:30PM Crediton & 
District Optimist Club’s Spooktacular Halloween Bash. 
-  Oct. 24 – 11am to 12:30pm. Crediton Community Centre. 
Don your costume and join us for dancing, crafts and snacks. 
Kids age 12 and under welcome. Parental accompaniment re-
quired.
SUN. OCT. 25 - 2PM. - Naomi Bristow ‘The Singin’ Cow-
girl’. Crediton Zion United Church, 6 Victoria Ave W, Credi-
ton Call Ruth 519-234-6035 or Joan 519-237-3806
FRI. NOVEMBER 6 - 6:30PM - Trivia Night - at the Ex-
eter Legion, 316 William St., presented by Cultural Collective 
in support of the South Huron District High School Music 
Department’s April 2027 Atlantic Band Festival Trip. Doors 
open at 6:30pm. Trivia starts at 7:30pm. Teams up to 8.

FRI. NOVEMBER 6 - 5:30-7pm; 7:30-9pm - OWL 
PROWL 2026 - Join us for our 2026 Owl Prowl to experi-
ence watershed after dark with special guests – Wild Ontario! 
Free – Preregistration required. Ausable Bayfield Conserva-
tion. 71108 Morrison Line, Exeter ON
NOVEMBER 7 AND 8 - 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM - 16th An-
nual Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Huron Christmas 
Shopping Event. Saturday, November 7th & Sunday, No-
vember 8th from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. South Huron Recre-
ation Centre, Exeter. Description: Shop over 60 local vendors 
and merchants and visit with Santa.
NOVEMBER 13 AND 14 - Fri., Nov. 13 – 5-7pm; Sat., 
Nov. 14 – 11am-7pm - 3rd Annual Festival of Trees. Huron 
Shores United Church, 25 Main Street Grand Bend. Celebrate 
the love and connection we all share during this magical sea-
son, by taking home a completely decorated Christmas tree 
and helping families in need.
SAT. NOVEMBER 14 10AM - 3PM - MacGillivray Cen-
tral School Annual Christmas Craft Market. Ailsa Craig 
Community Centre (Ailsa Craig, ON. A festive local holi-
day market featuring handmade crafts, seasonal decor, lo-
cal small-business vendors, and baked goods to support the 
school community.
SAT., NOV. 14. 5-7PM - Spaghetti Dinner - St. Anne’s 
Church, 10027 Port Franks Rd., Port Franks. Sat., Nov. 14. 
5-7pm. Bring your family and friends out to enjoy this deli-
cious meal. Free Will Offering.
SUN, NOVEMBER 15, 2026 - 2 TO 4 PM London Or-
chid Society - Meeting Topic:    Dan Doucette, Niagara Falls, 
ON;  Presentation - Hidden Gems of West Africa - Location:  
Richards Memorial Church, 360 Edgeworth Avenue Lon-
don, ON N5W 5C4 - The London Orchid Society meets the 
third Sunday of each month. Join us November 15, 2026 at 
2:00pm for Dan Doucette from Niagara, ON. His presentation 

is on the Hidden Gems of West Africa, Wildlife, History and 
Landscapes of Sierra Leone and Mauritania.   Everyone is 
welcome to attend the meeting for more information at www.
londonorchidsociety.com; contact Daryl at 519-666-2927.

NOVEMBER 27 & 28 - Fri., Nov. 27 – 7:30pm; Sat., Nov. 
28 – 2pm and 7:30pm - South Huron Community Theatre 
presents Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer The Musical. 
South Huron District High School, 92 Gidley Street East, Ex-
eter. Doors open 30 minutes before performance.

COMING EVENTS
• 69 Main Street E., Grand Bend, ON
   519-238-2362
• 122 King Street, Hensall, ON
   519-262-3140

B r o u g h t  t o  y o u  b y :

NOVEMEBER

OCTOBER

Pineridge
BBQ Chicken

Dinner
Sunday Nov 1 • 4:30-6:30pm  

Cost $30
Eat-in or Take-out 

Contact Dave Frayne 
519-235-1409 or frayne@hay.net

Exeter Curling Club invites you to a delicious

TRAILER SALESTRAILER SALES

EXETER,ON  

519-235-0800 • 110 Main St. N.
GRAND BEND, ON 

519-238-8282 • 70948 Bluewater Hwy. 

Sponsored By:

M a c L e a n s
 H o m e  H a r d w a r e

SAT. OCT. 24TH 
Harvest Market Fundraiser 

10:00 A.M - 2:00 .P.M. MARK YOUR CALENDERS! 
Shop for home baked goods, assorted jams jellies and pre-
serves, farm fresh produce, seasonal handicrafts and holi-
day décor as well as a selection of gently used household 
items looking for a new home. Something for everyone!

 Hosted by Exeter-Hensall United Church 42 James Street 
Exeter 519-235-0860 exeterunitedchurch@gmail.com

SUN. NOV. 1ST AT 2:00 P.M. - Sir Elton’s 
Greatest - Starring Ed Greene - Award Win-

ning Tribute Artist & Musician 
 Exeter - Hensall United Church. Available at: Exeter- Hen-
sall United Church 42 James St. Exeter - (519) 235-0860 - 

Custom Covers 415 Main Street S. Exeter - (519) 235-2444 
- MacLeans Home Hardware - 110 Main St. N.  Exeter 

-  (519) 235-0800 - MacLeans Home Hardware Building 
Centre Grand Bend - (519) 238-8282 

For further information or to order tickets contact:
 exeterunitedchurch@gmail.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

35665 Salem road, Parkhill

519-294-6940
For all your building needs

Metal Fabricating • Lumber & Metal Sales

Lawn mowing & reseeding
Stone Work & Junk removal
Aggregate/mulch delivery and installs
Firewood sales and delivery
Yard leveling & rough grading
Wet yard & water drainage solutions
Driveway rebuilding & regrading
Gravel parking areas & laneways
Shed, hot tub & patio base preparation
Brush clearing & property clean up                                                                                                                            

A full service landscape
 company servicing  

Huron County

(519) 494-7624

LRV 
Computing & Consulting
Specializing in all things Computer 

Since 1997 

153 Anne St., Exeter, ON
519-235-2136

Email:  AL@LRVCOMPUTING.COM

lrvcomputing.com

glavinpainting@gmail.com Interior Painting by Marty Glavin

519.808.0556MARTY GLAVIN

QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Alaska
2. The big toe
3. Venus
4. Hot water
5. 007
6. The skin
7. A flamboyance
8. 93 million miles
9. Russia
10. The Bible

• Hydro Excavating
• Sewer Cleaning
• CCTV Video Inspection

Cathy Cook • 519-236-7401 

SUDOKU ANSWERS

Seamless Eavestroughing
Siding - Soffit - Fascia

Asphalt - Steel - Flat Roofing
Windows - Doors - Decks

Kitchen&BathroomRenos
WAYNETRUEMNER
Exeter, Ontario
Home: 519-235-0883
Cell: 519-281-1040

TREVORTRUEMNER
Hensall, Ontario
Home: 519-262-2984
Cell: 519-671-6117

TREVOR TRUEMNER
Hensall,Ontario

Cell: 519-671-6117
Email: truetrough@gmail.com

425 Main St, Exeter
39 Ontario Rd, Mitchell

519-235-2740
gc.financial@sunlife.comjdbecker@hay.netjdbecker@hay.net

DAN BECKERDAN BECKER  ••  519-871-4907519-871-4907
JIM BECKER JIM BECKER •• 519-237-3526 519-237-3526

5” SEAMLESS EAVESTROUGH
••  Aluminum & Vinyl Siding ••  Soffits 
& Fascia ••  Replacement Windows 

••  Renovations ••  Additions 
• Asphalt and Metal Roofing

• Backhoe/Excavating Work
• Septic Design & Installation
• Soil Erosion Contractor

Cal l  Wayne CooKCal l  Wayne CooK
5 1 9 -2 3 6 -7 3 9 05 1 9 -2 3 6 -7 3 9 0

• Backhoe/Excavating Work 
• Septic Design
• Soil Erosion Contractor

Call Wayne CooK 
519-236-7390

https://www.parkerandparkerltd.com/

“Quality, Experience & Service.”

Drainage Solutions
• Backhoe/Excavating Work
• Septic Design & Installation
• Soil Erosion Contractor

Cal l  Wayne CooKCal l  Wayne CooK
5 1 9 -2 3 6 -7 3 9 05 1 9 -2 3 6 -7 3 9 0

“Quality, Experience & Service.”

https://www.parkerandparkerltd.com/https://www.parkerandparkerltd.com/

OFFICE SUPPLIES 
& SERVICES

ROOFING

PAINTING

COMPUTER SALES 
& SERVICE

LAWN CARE & 
MAINTENANCE

DRAINAGE
SOLUTIONS

SIDING / EAVES / 
ROOFING

METAL
PRODUCTS

FINANCIAL
SOLUTIONS

HYDRO
EXCAVATION

AUTO GLASS
& CARE

Mobile: (226)-268-4492
Office: (519)-235-1829

79 Victoria St. W. Exeter, ON
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM

ANSWER: 
White-marked Tussock 

Moth Caterpillar

PHOTO QUIZ ANSWER

35619 Salem Rd. Parkhill 
Between Corbett & Mt. Carmel

519.294.0494

•WESTERN WEAR ,  DESIGNER                                         
. & WEDDING  APPAREL
•BOOTS  -  Work & Western
•ART, JEWELLERY, GIFTS
•TACK SHOP

OKIOK KENNEL & CATTERY
• Siberian Huskies For Sale
• Boarding All Breeds 
• Dog Food For Sale

Thurs.-Fri.-Sat.
9:30am-5pm

Open 
Daily

WESTERN APPAREL & 
KENNELS

•(519) 857-5485•(519) 857-5485
• murrayarmstrongcontracting@gmail.com• murrayarmstrongcontracting@gmail.com

Contact: Murray Armstrong Contact: Murray Armstrong 
4 Parkside Ave., Zurich, ON N0M 2T04 Parkside Ave., Zurich, ON N0M 2T0

“WMA Designs Has Been Serving “WMA Designs Has Been Serving 
Huron County for 10 Years.”Huron County for 10 Years.”

HOME DESIGN

SNOW REMOVAL SERVICE
Now Taking Clients!

Reliable • Professional • Local (Exeter area)
NOV. 1, 2026 TO APRIL 1, 2027
Call or text: 226-374-8034

T&C SCRAP METAL DUMP SERVICES
Let us take care of the snow, so you don’t have to.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE AVAILABLE

SNOW
 REMOVAL

PAINTING

Greg’s Painting 
Experienced, Professional, Reliable

For all your painting needs!
Interior / Exterior

Serving Grand Bend & Surrounding
Areas 

Reasonable rates!

519-200-6513
Call Today! 

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER
www.g r a n t h a v e n . c om

Andrew Darling
Mortgage Agent Level 1,  Lic #M25000482

Cell: 226.376.1641
Email: Andrew.Darling@morgagegroup.com
Web: www.andrewd.tmgbroker.com

Certified Canadian Reverse Mortgage 
Consultant 

MORTGAGE
 SOLUTIONS

GARDENS & 
LANDSCAPING

LANCE J. LANE

519-440-8442

Gardens
Habitats

Landscapes

Gardening and Landscape 
Services YEAR-ROUND!
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CLASSIFIED

Brought to you by: 

Grand Bend, 75 Main Street East • 519·238-6991 Exeter, 261 Main Street North• 519·235-4227 

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@exeterexaminer.com with the title 

"Overheard at McCafe" or call 519.655.2341. 

This year my kid is 
going as a kid whose 
parents didn’t want 
to purchase another 

costume.

On my 
second round of 
Halloween candy 

already.

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
LEAF MULCHING
HAVE YOUR LEAVES MULCHED, NO RAKING OR BAGGING REQUIRED. Fully 
insured, reasonable rates. 519-933-8636

SCAN SCAN 
TO READ TO READ 

THE THE 
ONLINEONLINE  
PAPERPAPER

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER
www.g r a n t h a v e n . c om
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Herd Dispersal Live Auction Sale 

of 135 Bred Cows/Heifers

Saturday November 21, 11:00am

 

to be held at 554447 Mono-Amaranth TLine, Mono, ON

Preview on day of sale, or by appointment

 

 Directions: Go west through Orangeville on Hwy 9 to CountyRd 16 

(Veterans Way at Greenwood Cemetery), turn north 5 miles to farm on East side. OR From

Shelburne go east on Hwy 89 for 2 miles to Mono-Amaranth Townline, turn south & go 5 miles to

farm on East side. Townline, turn south & go 5 miles to farm on East side.

Cattle: (79)Heifers: (18)Char, (17)Blk Simm, (33)Angus, (11)Red -1st time calvers, bred Angus &

Limo, vacc. 

(18) X-bred Heifers - bred Black Angus, vacc. (17) Angus Heifers - bred Black Angus. (10) Blk

Angus cows - all bred Black Angus, vacc. (8) Charolais Cows - bred Charolais, vacc. (3) Mixed

Cows - with calf at side, vacc. All Cows will be preg checked prior to sale.

Lunch Booth 

Terms & Conditions: Cash or cheque with proper I.D. on day of sale. Owner & Auctioneer will not

be responsible for any accidents or loss on day of sale. All announcements on day of sale will

take precedence over printed ads.

Auctioneers: KevinMcArthur (519)942-0264 ScottBessey (519)843-5083

Email: mcarthurbessey@gmail.com

www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full listing & photos

Washroom Available

 

SENIORS (55+) APARTMENT FOR RENT – EXETER
Spacious 1-bedroom apartment available. All utilities, snow removal, and lawn care 
included. Convenient Exeter location. $1600 per month. For more information or 
to arrange a viewing, please call 519-870-6540.

BE IN THE KNOW!
Get the Latest Edition Delivered 

Straight to Your Inbox!
www.granthaven.com/exeter-examiner

Exeter Examiner 
N  E  W  S  P  A  P  E  R 

The Township of Perth South is seeking a qualified equipment operator/
truck driver who would be available to work on a seasonal basis for 
winter maintenance purposes from December 1st, 2026 until March 
31st, 2027. Reporting to the Operations Manager, applicants will be 
experienced with the ability to operate various pieces of equipment, 
such as wheel loaders, road graders, and tandem dump trucks equipped 
with snow plow, wing, and sander. The operator may be required to 
perform other duties within the Public Works Department, along with 
other miscellaneous labour duties from time to time.
Applicants must have a valid “D” license with a “Z” endorsement. 
Experience in road and/or equipment maintenance would be an asset. 
This position is subject to weekend scheduling and 24 hr. call-out, with a 
minimum of 32 hours a week.
The salary range for this position is $27.73 – $34.67 per hour for 2026.
We thank all candidates for their interest, however, only those applicants 
selected for an interview will be contacted.
Interested candidates are invited to submit a detailed resume 
expressing their interest to the undersigned clearly marked as “seasonal 
operator” by October 29th 2026.

Ken Bettles, Director of Public Works
Township of Perth South

3191 Road 122, St. Pauls, ON N0K 1V0
Email - kbettles@perthsouth.ca

Information gathered is under the authority of the Municipal Freedom 
of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and shall only be used for 
candidate selection purposes.

SEASONAL EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR / TRUCK DRIVER

GRANTHAVEN.COM
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