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Beachfest returns
with a youth-
focused kickoff to
summer

DAN ROLPH
Editor

The Grand Bend Optimist Club’s Beachfest will be
back at the main beach on June 20, but this year’s
event will focus on being a family-friendly affair.

Dubbed “Beachfest Kids Edition — Kickoff to Sum-
mer,” the annual event is bringing with it a new vision
that Grand Bend Optimist Club president Paul Rivard
said stays true to the organization’s priorities.

“Over the past number of years we’ve been shift-
ing over from just beer and bands to a more family
event,” said Rivard. “The Optimist Club is here to
support the youth. It aligns with who we are more,
and we’re able to bring relatable things there.”

Since Beachfest first hit Grand Bend’s main beach
in 2017, the Optimist Club has added a “Kids Zone”
with inflatables, as well as the popular karaoke com-
petition that was introduced to the event last year.

This year, karaoke will be back on the Rotary Stage,
and about a dozen contestants will be invited onto
the stage. Singers will be judged by a panel that in-
cludes music industry professionals for a grand prize
of $800, while the runner up will receive $200.

However, the talented singer who wins the hearts
of the judges will also be offered the chance to sing
O Canada during Grand bend’s Canada Day celebra-
tions.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 8

Huron Shores
Area Transit
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(DAN ROLPH PHOTO)

SIX FIRE STATIONS RESPONDED TO THE GRAND BEND FIRE

A May 22 fire at the Moffatt and Powell RONA location in Grand Bend has destroyed the local hardware store and caused
an estimated $10 million in damage.

Fire destroys Grand Bend RONA,
causes $10 million in damage

everyone inside the building at the time made it out to
safety.

“No employees or customers reported any injuries,
and no firefighters were injured while doing firefight-
ing activities,” said Smith.

Smith estimated the fire caused about $10 million
in damage. He said four Lambton Shores stations re-
sponded to the call, as well as South Huron’s Exeter

CONTINUED TO PAGE 5

DAN ROLPH
Editor

A staple in the Grand Bend business community has
been left in ruins after a fire on Friday, May 22.

Firefighters were called to the Moffatt and Powell
RONA on Ontario Street South around 2 p.m.

According to Lambton Shores fire chief Sean Smith,
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South Huron council split on boosting development charges

JOHN MINER

Examiner Reporter

Split on whether to triple development
charges, South Huron council is asking
for more information before making a
final decision.

A consulting company hired to analyze
the cost of future development estimates
that South Huron’s current development
charges of $6,467 for a single-detached
house need to be raised to $19,131.

The development charges are intended
to cover the additional costs the munic-
ipality will face for water, sewer, fire
protection, parks and recreation and ser-
vices related to roads as a result of fu-
ture development.

If the higher development rates aren’t
charged, it is estimated the municipali-
ty will forego $545,000 a year in reve-
nue, money that will likely have to be
raised from property taxpayers, Tina
Chitsinde, a senior project coordinator
with Watson and Associates, told a spe-
cial council meeting in May.

The Watson and Associates’ report
indicated that neighbouring Lucan and
Middlesex Centre currently have devel-
opment charges set above $40,000 for a
single detached house, while North Mid-
dlesex and North Perth are more than
$30,000.

Developers with subdivision projects
in South Huron have come out strongly
against the proposed increase.

In a letter to council, Mohamed Abu-
hajar, project coordinator for INCON,
developer of the Buckingham Estates
and Windermere Community subdivi-
sions in Exeter, said the increase would
make lots commercially unsellable.

“This increase is not merely exces-
sive - it is economically destructive and
will have immediate, irreversible conse-
quences for our projects, the builders we
partner with, and the long-term growth
objectives the municipality is actively
pursuing,” Abuhajar wrote.

Don de Jong, President of Tridon Prop-
erties Ltd., wrote that his company un-
derstands and supports the need for the
municipality to plan for growth and to
ensure that infrastructure is appropriate-
ly funded.

But de Jong said they are concerned
about the magnitude of the proposed in-
creases and escalation in costs for cer-
tain services.

“These increases, when layered to-
gether, represent a substantial new cost
burden on residential development that
will inevitably be reflected in higher
housing prices for future residents.”

Opposing the proposed development
charge increase, councillors Marissa

Vaughan and Wendy McLeod-Haggitt
said some of the projects used in the cal-
culation will likely not be needed, giv-
en the slowing housing market in South
Huron.

Vaughan pointed to the plan for a
$9-million water tower to serve the east
side of Exeter by 2039.

“To change the development fee num-
bers today for growth that may or may
not occur 10 to 15 years out, [ don’t think
it is realistic,” Vaughan said.

McLeod-Haggitt said there have been
foreclosures and forced sales of homes
in Exeter with one local law firm han-
dling 10 home foreclosures since Jan-
vary. If people are losing their homes,
they are not going to be going out and
buying new ones.

“Maybe we need to pull back on some
projects, reschedule them, and move
them around and not be as aggressive as
some of the projects have been.”

Coun. Ted Oke said a 300 per cent in-
crease in development charges is more
than he is willing to stomach at the mo-
ment. He suggested looking at removing
some municipal projects from the calcu-
lations or finding a way of phasing in the
charges.

Oke said South Huron also needs to
ensure it is competitive with the devel-
opment charges in neighbouring munic-

ipalities.

Arguing for raising the charges to the
suggested level, Coun. Aaron Neeb said
the $19,000 cost reflects the actual ad-
ditional costs to the municipality of the
development.

“For a $500,000 house, the proposed
charge adds 3.8 per cent to the costs, an
amount that does not necessarily make it
more or less affordable,” he said. “But it
will make it less affordable for our prop-
erty owners that have to pay that extra
tax or user fees.”

Deputy Mayor Jim Dietrich said he
didn’t know how the municipality could
advance without the updated charges.
Not only does South Huron need to cov-
er the costs of pipes, but there will also
be additional expenses for fire protec-
tion, recreation, and roads.

“It will end up in taxes if we don’t
move forward with these charges,” he
said.

Council passed a resolution asking
staff for a report on the actual popula-
tion growth of the municipality for 2024-
25, the impact of removing a $9-million
water tower and $20-million wastewater
treatment plant upgrade from the devel-
opment charges calculation, and details
of the implementation dates and their
expiry for development charges levied
by neighbouring municipalities.
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Memory Care at Goderich Place

; #1 cHOICE

This is what memory care is all about

It’s not to say that dementia isn’t an emotional and challenging issue.

When you see the human instead of the
condition you don't see sadness.
You see Life. You see History. You see Achievements.

You see Family and you see Love.

And that’s how we see it at Goderich Place.
We can help you with the challenges you are facing. ‘A/\‘/\

Goderich Place

Call Jennifer Puckett RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

to Arrange a Tour

519-524-4243 ext 224

30 BALVINA DRIVE E., GODERICH www.goderichplace.ca

ASK ABOUT OUR MEMORY CARE WING ‘
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Sprlng is finally here and it’s a breath of fresh air

DAN ROLPH

Editor

It has been a long time com-
ing, but spring has finally ar-
rived.

I don’t mean the official
changing of the season that
we mark on our calendars in
mid-March each year. | think
we are all more than aware of
how often that date proves op-

timistic, at least as far as the
weather is concerned.

Of course, I'm referring to
the long-awaited shift in tem-
peratures that makes many of
us let out a collective sigh of
relief as we say “goodbye” to
chilly winter days and snow
tires and “hello” to some
much-needed time outdoors.

This year, our region has
had a particularly challenging
time shaking off the remnants
of winter. Waking up to icy
days in April and barren trees
in May has felt like a linger-
ing threat, leaving us wonder-
ing if we’ve really had our last
snowfall of the season.

But now, it appears that time
is behind us. The forecasts are
full of warm days, the trees
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are green and the silence of
the cold has been replaced
with the sounds of rustling
leaves and the calls of birds.

For my wife and I, birds have
become the focal point of our
spring after we installed a set
of bird feeders at our home.

So far, it seems like several
grackles have been attempting
to claim our feeders as their
own, but a surprisingly fear-
less pair of mourning doves
have become our home’s pro-
tectors, keeping the grackles
at bay and leaving room for
the smaller birds to get their
fill.

It might seem like a trivial
thing, but a long winter has a
way of making us appreciate
these moments in a way I feel

we often lose sight of later in
the year.

I think that may be one of the
best parts of spring. It renews
our appreciation for the world
around us. It makes us yearn
for the little joys that we can
forget to value. After months
of bundling up and bracing
against the cold, there’s some-
thing comforting about seeing
life return to the world around
us.

In this modern age there are
always plenty of distractions
competing for our attention,
and it’s easy to let seasons pass
without really taking them in.

But if spring offers us any-
thing, maybe it’s a reminder to
step outside, look around and
make room for a few simple

Exeter Exammer o ey

N E W S P A P E
Submit your Letter to the Editor to us at info@exeterexaminer.com

pleasures before we’re once
again trapped inside.

Whatever your best version
of spring looks like, I hope
you can find a few moments to
enjoy it.

Correction

The May 21 issue of the Ex-
eter Examiner included the
article “Memorial Windows
of Crediton United Church:
Great love hath no man..”
by David Yates on page 22.
The article misidentifies the
church that is the focus of the
story. The memorial stained-
glass windows are found in
Centralia United Church at
197 Victoria Drive. The Exeter
Examiner regrets the publica-
tion of this error.
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Fire destroys Grand Bend RONA, causes $10 million in damage

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
and Dashwood stations that were on the
scene with an aerial truck.

Taming the blaze was an hours-long
affair, and Smith said firefighters were
at the scene until about 6 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning, when they turned the
property back over to the owners.

As of May 27, Smith said the inves-
tigation into the cause of the fire was
ongoing and that he couldn’t provide a
date for when that investigation would
be concluded.

Over the years the building has housed
many businesses, including hardware
stores, beauty salons, grocery stores
and more. Before becoming a RONA lo-
cation, it was Pro Pineland Hardware. It
then became RONA Davies Hardware,
which was eventually acquired by Mof-
fatt and Powell RONA in 2023, making

I

-
3 . e

it the 10th location under the regional
banner.

In a social media post, Moffatt and
Powell thanked first responders for
their work in combating the fire, as well
as the community members who have
shown their support.

“Your kindness and encouragement
have meant a great deal to our team.”

Deputy Mayor Dan Sageman also
took to social media to look back on
the building’s history in the communi-
ty while recognizing the work of local
firefighters.

“Seeing the scene firsthand I was
very impressed and proud of our Lamb-
ton Shores firefighters,” he said. “The
amount of training and practice that
these dedicated men and women have
put in was evident in a very organized
tactical response.”

The building in Grand Bend has housed many businesses over the years, including hard-
ware stores, hair salons, grocery stores and more.

] Tt
(DAN ROLPH PHOTOS)
In addition to four Lambton Shores stations, two South Huron stations responded to the fire,
bringing with them the department’s aerial truck.
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Photo Quiz

Senior of the Week

Who are you looking at?
By Judy and Barry Johnson

Our Senior of the Week is Evelyn
MacDonald. Evelyn turned 100 on
June 1 and is described by her loved
ones as a strong, independent woman
who is deeply devoted to her family.
She has shown through her strength

and stories what it means to be My webbed feet give me excellent propulsion when diving deep into fresh
resilient and is a true matriarch in her water for fish, my favourite meal. I incubate eggs by wrapping my webs
family. around them in the nest. I am an Ontario native that often gets a bad rap.

i |
Happy birthday, Evelyn! HINT: You will find me perched on branches on the water. I spread my huge wings to dry them.

If you would like to nominate someone for Unlike duck feathers coated with otl, mine are not waterproof, making it easter for me to drve.
Senior of the Week, contact us at

info@exeterexaminer.com This week’s answers are found on pPg- 30
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1. The Appalachian mountains span across what
two countries?

2. What 3-day music festival took place in upstate
New York 1969?

3. Who wrote the novel “To kill a Mockingbird”?

4. What planet in our solar system is known for its
rings?
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Spec1allzlng in outdoor furniture
7. What year was Wikipedia founded? for 0ver 40 years
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known as a what?
Catering for:

Weddmgs Family Gelebrations

8. What company owns YouTube? Cor
. porate Events & Community Gatherings

9. Who was the first actor to play James Bond? 36525 Dashwood Rd

- Grand Bend, ON
10. What does AIPAC stand for? 519-238-2110

: www,eocasnal.ca
This week’s answers are found on pg. 30 e
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Hay Swamp hive hit by black bear

JOHN MINER

Examiner Reporter

South Huron beekeeper Aaron Neeb
considers himself lucky that a black bear
destroyed only one of his hives.

Other beekeepers have not been that
fortunate.

Neeb, who runs three bee yards near
Exeter, thought at first one of his hives
in Hay Swamp had been destroyed by
vandals.

The frames had been pulled out of the
hive and the box dragged into the bush.
Insulation was torn off two other hives.

The remaining 21 hives in the yard
were untouched.

Neeb took pictures and contacted a
provincial bee inspector, who deter-
mined the culprit was a bear.

“It is one of those things I would have
never expected to happen,” said Neeb.
“I’'m thankful it wasn’t worse.”

He has seen photos of bear damage to
hives in Bruce County and further north
where all the boxes were knocked off
and frames pulled out.

“They’ll go after everything they can.”

While bears will eat the honey, what
they are really after is the protein from
the young brood in the hive and the lar-
va.

In the case of his hives, the bear hasn’t
returned for more. He believes the in-
cident was an opportunistic situation
where the bear spotted the hives, got

into one, and once they had enough, kept
moving.

At the time of the demolition of his
hive in mid-May a mother bear and two
cubs were reportedly spotted in the Hay
Swamp area.

Neeb plans to protect his hives with
solar-powered electric fencing and also
ensure he doesn’t leave empty frames
or material in the area that might attract
bears.

He has also posted a warning on Face-
book that people living in the immedi-
ate area, or who walk their dogs there,
should take these extra precautions:

- Keep pets on a leash at all times.
A dog surprising a mama bear is a recipe
for trouble.

- Secure your property. Bring
in your bird feeders, secure your trash
cans, and keep a close eye on outdoor
pets.

- Give them space. If you see
them, do not approach. Turn around
calmly and leave the area.

The black bear incident in South Hu-
ron comes at a time when the province is
considering a proposal to boost its bear
population target for Bruce and Grey
Counties.

The plan, posted on the Environmental
Registry of Ontario, would set a target
to increase the bear population in the
counties from the current level of ap-
proximately 270 bears to a range of 400
to 600.

(JOHN MINER PHOTO)

Beekeeper Aaron Neeb inspects one of his hives in the bee yard where a black bear recently
visited and destroyed a hive. A mother bear and two cubs have been spotted in the area.
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EVENT!

Farm Store’s 1% Anniversary!!
SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2026

Join us in celebrating our

11:00 AM - 5:00 PM

35495 Creamery Road, Ailsa Craig, ON

FUN FOR EVERYONE!
Live music with Bradley Hale
Free samples
Local vendors
Photo Booth
In-store specials
Great prizes
SO much more!

FMI: www.vanoschfarms.com

Bluewater Active Municipality of
vnat ¢ Bluetwalter

Upcoming Bluewater Recreation Programs

Wellness Classes

Contact the Recreation Coordinator at 519-280-0103 or
recoordinator@municipalityofbluewater.ca for more information or to
register.

For monthly updates on Bluewater Programs and Events subscribe to
our monthly

Active Living Newsletter.

Email “Subscribe” to reccoordinator@municipalityofbluewater.ca

Bluewater Joins the ParticipACTION

Community Challenge

The Municipality of Bluewater is proud to be participating in the
ParticipACTION Community Challenge this June as part of Recreation Month. The
national challenge encourages communities across Canada to get active and
compete for the title of Canada’s Most Active Community and a chance to win
$100,000 to support local recreation and sport initiatives.

Throughout the month, Bluewater Recreation will be offering a variety of free and
affordable programs and activities for all ages and abilities. From fitness classes and
drop-in youth sports to playground popups and family activities, there are many
opportunities for residents to get moving and involved.

Local organizations, community groups, workplaces, and teams are also
encouraged to participate by tracking and logging their activity minutes to help
contribute o Bluewater’s overall total in the challenge.

Residents can visit the Municipality of Bluewater website for program information and
schedules, or stop by the Zurich Municipal Office to pick up a printed Move Bluewater
schedule.

Let’s move more together and show Canada what an active
community Bluewater can be!

REGISTER TODWy
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Exeter Christian Reformed Church celebrates 75 years

EXETER EXAMINER STAFF
Staff Contribution
Exeter Christian Reformed

Church marked 75 years in the
community in April, setting
aside a weekend to celebrate the
milestone.

The festivities began on Fri-
day, April 24, when churchgoers
spent an evening at the South
Huron Recreation Centre for a
family skate, followed by the an-
nual “Youth Against the Church
Council” hockey game.

The evening at the rink also
served as a fundraiser for the
church’s youth group, which will
be going to Lethbridge, Alta.
this summer for a mission trip.

The church then held a banquet
on Saturday, April 25, which

was followed by a morning ser-
vice and luncheon on Sunday,
April 26.

Throughout the festivities,
five past ministers attended.

“It was a wonderful time of
fellowship with lots of oppor-
tunities to share stories,” the
church stated in a press release.

Programs at the church will
pause over the summer and will
resume in the fall. An outdoor
service is planned for Sunday,
July 26, at MacNaughton Park
in Exeter, and Vacation Bible
School will be held Aug. 4 to 7
for children in junior kindergar-
ten to Grade 6. Attendance is
free.

The week will conclude with a
community breakfast on Satur-
day, Aug. 8.

(EXETER CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH PHOTO)

Exeter Christian Reformed Church marked its 75th anniversary in the community with a weekend of festivities,
including a family skate and a banquet.

Beachfest returns with a youth focused kickoff to summer

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Rivard said last year’s competition also
found their singer of the national anthem
for Canada Day.

“We did it last year, and it was a hit,”
said Rivard. “It ended up being a talented
girl from Grand Bend. She was amazing,
and she sang a cappella for O Canada in
front of thousands of people. It was awe-
some.”

Those interested in participating in the
competition can register online by sub-

mitting a video clip or audio recording of
themself singing, as well as a selection of
songs they’d like to perform during the
event.

In addition to the day’s music being a
test of local talent, the karaoke compe-
tition will be followed by Carla Sacco’s
tribute to Taylor Swift and Katy Perry.

Other offerings being brought to Grand
Bend as part of Beachfest will include a
sandcastle contest, a skateboarding demo
and a beach volleyball tournament.

While speaking about the local Op-
timists, Rivard said they are a group of
residents who love to support their com-
munity.

“It takes people to put events like this
together,” he said. “We’re a small club
that’s very strong.”

Soon after Beachfest, the Optimists
will be back at the Rotary Stage and the
main beach on July 1 for Grand Bend’s
Canada Day celebrations. This year’s
event will feature music by Okama, Af-

rica DRC Music Band, Jaboah and Jour-
neymen of Soul.

The evening will be capped off by a
fireworks show at 10 p.m. that the club
calls “southwestern Ontario’s largest,”
which can be viewed on the beach or by
boat on the lake.

For more information about the Grand
Bend Optimist Club, or to register for the
Beachfest Karaoke Idol competition, vis-
it grandbendoptimistclub.ca.

EXPERIENCE L
EXETER BIA

226-423-3028

info@exeterbia.com

EXETER MASSAGE

INTEGRATIVE CARE

Care thatlooks beyond symptoms and

listens for?, R gc-(/? (/3/ aﬁ/w?{@w.

We offer hands-on therapy within a truly integrative
model of care, where practitioners work together
and treatments evolve with you,
supporting what your body needs in each moment,
both within our clinic and beyond it.

Services offered

e Manual Osteopathy
* Registered Chinese Medicine Acupuncture
« Traditional Glass Cupping
e Registered Reflexology
« Counselling
e Scar Release Therapy
e Indian Head Massage (non-RMT)
*« R.E.M.S. Bone Scan

Because big change in healthcare often begins quietly,
in small towns, with people who care deeply enough
to do things differently.

exeter.rmt@gmail.com
519-235-1001

exetermassagetherapy.ca

Exeter BIA Bucks Are
Available!

Access over 20+ local
businesses with these local
dollar gift certificates!

This shop local program is
dedicated to celebrating and
supporting the vibrant
businesses in Exeter.
Simply purchase your BIA Bucks
at the Libro Credit Union Branch

in Exeter.

Check out all the businesses
supporting this exciting
campaign on our website:
exeterontario.com
- Exeter BIA Bucks
From dining, shopping and local
services they are great gifts,
unique client/staff giveaways, or
for the guy that shovelled your

driveway this year =

MacLeans

hardware

MACLEAN'S

SOURCE ELECTRONICS

C FOR SPORTS"
TRAILER SALES
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Lambton Shores appoints new fire chief

EXETER EXAMINER STAFF
Staff Contribution

Lambton Shores has appointed Sean
Smith as fire chief for Lambton Shores
fire and emergency services.

The announcement follows a recent
leadership transition within the depart-
ment as former fire chief James Mar-
shall pursues a new professional oppor-
tunity.

In a press release, the municipality
said Smith brings extensive experience
and a long history of service with the
department.

He joined the department in 2010 as
an on-call firefighter with the Forest
station before being promoted to cap-
tain in 2015. In 2021, he joined the mu-
nicipality in a full-time role as manager
of bylaw enforcement and later assumed
the role of deputy fire chief of training
in 2023.

As deputy chief of training, Smith
played an important role in firefighter
development and operational readiness.
Under his leadership, Lambton Shores
firefighters successfully achieved all
provincially mandated training and cer-
tification requirements within the re-
quired timelines.

As fire chief, Smith will provide lead-
ership that supports the continued de-
livery of fire and emergency services to
the community.

“Sean has demonstrated strong lead-
ership throughout his time with the fire

department and brings valuable oper-
ational experience to this role,” said
Lambton Shores Mayor Doug Cook.
“Council and I are confident that he
will provide steady leadership for the
department and continue building on
the strong foundation currently in place
as we grow as a municipality.”

Smith officially stepped into the role
on May 23, 2026.

“I’m honoured to step into the role of
fire chief and continue serving my com-
munity with the dedicated members of
Lambton Shores fire and emergency
services,” said Smith. “It has been a
privilege to work under chief Marshall’s
leadership and contribute to the prog-
ress our department has made in recent
years and to witness firsthand the ded-
ication our firefighters bring to serving
this community.

“I am excited to build on that progress
and about the future of Lambton Shores
fire and emergency services. I look for-
ward to working collaboratively with
our members, municipal staff, council
and the community to ensure we contin-
ue delivering professional, reliable and
effective emergency services for years
to come.”

The municipality also recognized and
thank former fire chief James Marshall
for his contributions and leadership
during his time with Lambton Shores.

During his tenure, Marshall was a val-
ued member of the leadership team and
helped shape and strengthen the fire

(. MUNICIPALITY OF LAMBTON SHORES PHOTO)

Sean Smith has been appointed as the new fire chief in Lambton Shores.

service. Through a focus on community
risk reduction initiatives and long-term
capital planning, his leadership helped
position the fire department to meet
both the current and future needs of our
community.

“We are grateful for James’ dedi-
cation and leadership during his time

with the Municipality,” said Cook. “His
contributions have been transformative
within the fire service and have estab-
lished a strong foundation for continued
success in the years ahead. On behalf
of council and the community, we thank
him and wish him continued success in
this next opportunity.”

COME DRIVE BUS FOR US

Training available

today!

Contact Us
Exeter: 519-235-0450

Get ready for School in
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Bayfield communal garden aims to tackle food insecurity

SAMANTHA LAWSON

Examiner Reporter

A new communal garden is about to break ground
in Bayfield with the intention of bringing community
members together to grow food for each other.

The garden will be located at 2 Jane Street in Bay-
field, behind the building that houses the food bank.

Owner and lead facilitator of Seeds Rooted, Janneke
Vorstveld, is the driving force behind the project.

Vorstveld said the idea for the garden first came
to her when she was thinking of ways to support the
Bayfield Food Bank.

“I think a lot of us get drudged down by everything
that’s happening and we don’t know what to do, and I
thought: I can grow food. If I can help with anything I
can help with food security,” Vorstveld said.

Vorstveld has been an avid gardener for over 20
years and said community gardens can produce an av-
erage of 1.43 kilograms of produce per square metre.

With the rising cost of living and increased demand
at food banks, the garden will donate 50 per cent or
more of the harvested food to those in need.

Vorstveld said the aim is to provide an immersive
and intimate space that cultivates a deeper sense of

community and connection.

“I’'m just the one who I feel like is lighting the spark,
but for this flame to grow it needs to be community
oriented, there needs to be community volunteers and
community support and without that it won’t be suc-
cessful,” Vorstveld said.

The communal garden will be comprised of four
raised planter boxes for now, including one wheelchair
accessible box that is being built by Goderich high
school students.

“We figure that if we start small and it’s successful,
and people see what we’re trying to do, then it will
grow naturally without a problem from here,” Vorst-
veld said.

Community members looking to donate to the proj-
ect can find “wish lists” set up at Home Hardware in
Goderich for items such as wood and screws, as well
as at Gold Coast Landscaping in Bayfield for soil.
Customers can purchase a needed item and leave it
with the store, knowing exactly what the money is go-
ing towards.

Cash donation jars can also be found at six locations
around Bayfield: Shopbike Coffee, Parkside Sand-
wiches and Variety, Paula’s Pastry Shop, Captain Har-
ry’s, and Rosie’s Ice Cream Shoppe.

JUNE IS SENIORS MONTH

With sincere appreciation for
the seniors who continue to

enrich communities across

Huron-Bruce.

LISA THOMPSON

MPP - Huron-Bruce

lisa.thompsonco@pc.ola.org

lisathompsonmpp.ca

Exeter EExaminer

SCAN TO READ THE ONLINE PAPER

WWW.Jg ranthaven.com

“I really do think that if we come together as a com-
munity, we can put a dent in food insecurity in Huron
County. If we come together, we can feed each other,”
Vorstveld said.
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Barn quilts celebrate past, present, perseverance and people

JUDY FINKBEINER JOHNSON

Examiner Correspondent

An all-season treat in our area is al
fresco art including colourful barn
quilts. Primarily appearing on barns in
rural areas, these intricate quilt designs
can also be seen in villages and towns.
They can be found on houses, business-
es, cottages, museums, outbuildings
like sheds and even in free-standing
frames.

Ontario has hundreds of barn quilts
— silent storytellers that celebrate the
history of people and places over gener-
ations, their legacies and spirit.

After clearing the trees from fer-
tile Crown land for growing crops and
building log homes, early settlers built
large barns on the farms. These people
made a one-way trip across the Atlan-
tic, coming from Europe and the Brit-
ish Isles to start a new life in what had
been declared the Province of Canada
by Britain in 1841.

Built to last for generations, barns
had two storeys. They housed livestock
on the ground floor. The upper level’s
mows for hay, straw, and crop storage
were filled by heavily loaded wagons
pulled by strong draft horses up steep
barn hills.

Native rock elm was often used for
beams, and its dense wood required
drilling pilot holes for wooden pegs or
nail fasteners. The lower limbs of the
towering native old growth trees used
for barn building started about 20 me-
tres above the ground.

Most of the more than a century old
barns in this area have outlived their
original purposes. Remaining ones hold
a special place in the hearts and lives
of descendants of pioneers and their
communities. Some stand proudly gen-
erations later on family farms, sentinels
from the past. Others have new life as

breweries, retail outlets or event venues
for weddings and other celebrations.

Paint that will withstand harsh ele-
ments is used on aluminum or durable
wood that is then fastened on buildings.

Barn quilts feature a quilt square or
block, often in designs used historical-
ly for winter bed coverings. Traditional
patterns include Colonial Lady, Mari-
ners Compass, Sunflower and Pinwheel.
More recently, barn quilts might cele-
brate a farm family, crops or livestock.

Barn quilts honour the women who
created quilts with patience, resilience
and artistry. Their bed quilts were lov-
ingly “pieced” or appliqued from little
scraps of fabric, often in the evening by
lamplight when their long workday in
house, fields and barn was done.

Today, quilting is recognized as an
artform.

Quilt-making required countless
hours over weeks and months, from
cutting scraps of cloth to the finished
bespoke product for use in the family
home. They were also legacy gifts that
would be used for decades to come.
Quilts were treasured heirlooms for
those who understood what went into
creating these one-of-a-kind fabric
masterpieces.

The blending of history and art makes
barn quilts worth seeking out. Wheth-
er mounted on a century-old barn or a
newer building, each one invites view-
ers to slow down and look a little closer.

For those planning a barn quilt outing,
the following tips may be helpful:

- Bring a camera, binoculars and
a cell phone to access the internet.

- Never enter private property
while viewing barn quilts, including
farm laneways or private roadways.

- Signal well in advance before
pulling over to stop on a shoulder to
view a barn quilt.

i
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HOME MEALS
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(BARRY JOHNSON PHOTOS)

Colourful barn quilts can be found on barns
throughout the region and beyond.
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Some barn quilt designs blend traditional
designs with modern additions.
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The ‘Flower Queen’ of Jessica’s House

JESSICA’S HOUSE
Staff Contribution

Every Friday morning, something beautiful arrives at
Jessica’s House Hospice.

For the past seven years Fern Dougall has come quiet-
ly and without recognition carrying a collection of fresh
flowers, thoughtfully arranged, placed gently into the
hands of staff who know just how much something so
simple can mean.

Dougall never set out with a grand plan. In fact, when
asked what inspired her to begin this weekly tradition,
her answer was simple.

She has just always had flowers in her life.

She remembers her mother was always growing them,
and how each season brought something different.

“Tulips in the spring, never in the fall. Mums as the
weather cools. Red flowers at Christmas.”

Flowers mark time, hold memories and quietly shape
moments.

And in many ways, that is exactly what Dougall now
brings to Jessica’s House.

To her, it is just a small act of kindness. But within
Jessica’s House, it becomes so much more.

( JESSICA'S HOUSE PHOTO)
Every Friday, Fern Dougall brings flowers to Jessica’s
House in Exeter, bringing a little extra brightness to the local
hospice.

Each bouquet adds colour to a room. It softens a
space. It brings a sense of peace on days that can feel in-
credibly heavy. For families sitting beside a loved one,
for staff providing care and for volunteers offering their
time, those flowers are a gentle reminder that they are
surrounded by compassion.

Dougall may not often meet the residents or families
who receive her flowers, but she said, “it still does my
heart good.”

She shared that she sees the kindness that fills Jessi-
ca’s House.

“So many people give hours of care for so many and
some drive many miles to do this out of kindness. This
kindness is given to people they don’t know.”

Over time, Dougall shared there is something special
about flowers. They do more than brighten a room. They
start conversations. They bring memories rushing back.

“A red rose can remind someone of their very first
corsage. Yellow roses might bring back memories of
a mother who loved them dearly. Pink carnations can
tell the story of a father who never forgot to bring them
home.”

In this way, flowers become more than flowers. They
become connections to the people and moments we hold
closest.

For Dougall, “Jessica’s House is a place of kindness
and peacefulness. A place that feels different from a
busy, noisy pace of a hospital.”

It is a place where care is gentle, and every detail mat-
ters.

And when asked what

Ontario @

In a world where trends come and go,
there’s something timeless about the
game of golf. This is because golfing
isn’t just for the young at heart. Its a
lifetime sport that all skill levels and
ages can play, whether you are 6 or 96.

Golf is a lifetime sport and a great way to stay
active, enjoy the outdoors and socialize with old
and new friends. There’s no question that golf can
make a big difference for older adults.

If you haven’t started yet, it’s not too late.

e\ R e
Joins us for Senior Days
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Every Tuesday and Thursday.
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$43 for 9 holes and cart

HimL S M
Exeter Golf Club '
40374 Kirkton Road, Centralia ON
(519) 235-1517
proshop.exeter@golfnorth.ca
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she would say to some-
one thinking about giving
back, her answer is just as
simple as her beginning.

“It only takes a yes,” she
said. “A yes to helping. A
yes to doing something
small, even if it is just
picking up garbage that has
blown onto the lawn.”

Because at Jessica’s
House, every act of kind-
ness matters.

And thanks to Fern Dou-
gall, every Friday is a little
brighter.
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Walk for Alzheimer’s raises over $125,000

Exeter Villa Retirement Living & LTC

It's Exeter Villa's Anniversary
. . Celebrating 40 years of dedicated staff
VP ’ ' providing the best “home away from home”
. for our Residents & families in 2026.

155 John Street E, Exeter, ON NOM 1S1
519-235-1581 or Erika.K@ExeterVilla.ca
( DAN ROLPH PHOTO)

Supporters hit the streets in communities across Huron and Perth Counties on May 30 as the IG Wealth Management Walk
for Alzheimer’s kicked off. The annual fundraiser in support of the Alzheimer Society Huron Perth helps the organization
to continue offering services, supports and resources for those living with dementia and their caregivers. This year, walks
across the region raised more than $125,000. The Exeter walk brought in more than $6,000.
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New book celebrates Grand Bend'’s stories

EXETER EXAMINER STAFF

Staff Contribution

A mill burned down by vigilante
farmers. A riot that filled the streets
with angry young people. A dance hall
where world-famous bands played. A
river re-routed twice. A ‘folly” that be-
came a prestige address. A man who
owned the beach.

Those are some of the stories told in
“Days Pass Away Like a Dream, The
Stories of Grand Bend,” a new book
written by Pat Morden and published by
the Rotary Club of Grand Bend.

“Rotary is proud to be part of this
community and to contribute so much
to it,” said Rotary co-president Morag

Watt. “We see this book as another im-
portant contribution. Whether you’ve
lived in Grand Bend for decades or have
just arrived, it provides a snapshot of
the town’s development in an easy-to-
read package.”

Rotarian Pat Morden, who holds a
master’s degree in history and has been
a professional writer for more than 30
years, was commissioned to research
and write the book.

“It’s a collection of stories about the
people who built this town,” she said.
“They are his stories, and her stories,
funny stories, stirring ones, and sad
ones. I had so much fun doing it.”

The 72-page book features many his-
torical photographs reflecting changes

over 200 years of history. Grand Bend
started as a pioneer settlement focused
on lumber and fishing, emerged as a
lakeside resort in the early 20th cen-
tury, and is now a growing retirement
community.

Doug Millar, chair of Rotary’s local
service committee said, “This book is
a must for every home in Grand Bend.”

The book retails for $30. Books are
available from any Rotarian, at the
Grand Bend and Area Chamber of
Commerce office (181 Crescent Street,
Grand Bend) and at the Lambton Her-
itage Museum (10035 Museum Road,
Grand Bend).

All proceeds support local and inter-
national Rotary projects.

Ontario @

Days Pass Away
Likea » ..1-“'

By Pat Mestters
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

The book digs into the history of Grand
Bend, a community that started as a pioneer
settlement and has become a growing re-
tirement community

Ontario pension plans demonstrate continued
financial resilience

EXETER EXAMINER STAFF

Staff Contribution

The Financial Services Regulatory
Authority of Ontario (FSRA) has re-
leased its first Solvency Report for De-
fined Benefit Pension Plans for the year,
covering the period Jan. 1 to March 31.

The report shows a median solvency
ratio of 122 per cent, a decrease of two
percentage points from the previous

quarter, amid ongoing economic uncer-
tainty driven by inflation, geopolitical
risks and slower global growth.
“Solvency levels remain strong over-
all, but the recent decline highlights
the impact of current economic head-
winds and the importance of staying
forward-looking,” said Andrew Fung,
executive vice president of pensions at
FSRA. “By continuing to strengthen
risk management practices and align-
ing strategies with the unique needs of

each plan, sponsors can help support
long-term plan sustainability.”

While results remain strong, solvency
funding positions remain sensitive and
can shift with changes in investment
performance and interest rates. The re-
port highlights the importance of main-
taining a proactive approach to support
and strengthen financial resilience.

In a press release, FSRA stated it is
committed to the stability and securi-
ty of Ontario’s pension plans and con-

tinues to encourage the use of stress
testing, modelling and other analytical
tools to assess potential risks and sup-
port long-term financial stability.

FSRA releases its solvency report
each quarter to assess the financial
health of Ontario defined benefit pen-
sion plans. The report provides timely
information to plan members about the
performance of their plan and the state
of the economy both nationally and in-
ternationally.
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Summer Express Bus begins June 27

EXETER EXAMINER STAFF

Staff Contribution

Huron Shores Area Transit (HSAT)
will launch its Summer Express Bus,
also known as the Beach Bus, on Satur-
day, June 27, 2026.

This seasonal Route 2: Grand Bend
to London via South Huron service pro-
vides express transportation between
London and Grand Bend with a single
stop in Exeter, offering residents and
visitors direct access to the beaches and
tourism destinations of Lambton Shores
and South Huron.

The Summer Express Bus will oper-
ate on Saturdays and Sundays through-
out July and August, with four return
trips daily. A special Canada Day ser-
vice will also operate on Wednesday,
July 1.

The service aims to meet increased
summer travel demand while providing
an alternative to driving and parking in
beach communities.

The first bus of the day departs Lon-
don at 9:30 a.m. from London Transit

stop #705 at Fanshawe Rd. E. opposite
Masonville Mall. The final return trip
leaves Grand Bend at 8:30 p.m. from
the Sobeys Plaza bus stop. For a second
consecutive year, the Exeter stop will
be the Walper Street at McDonald’s bus
stop #2240.

In addition to serving beach visitors,
the Summer Express Bus schedule pro-
vides local residents with four addition-
al daily opportunities to travel from
Grand Bend to London beyond HSAT’s
regular Route 2 service. The Summer
Express Bus will depart the Sobeys
Plaza stop in Grand Bend for London
at 9:10 a.m., 10:40 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 5:15
p.m., 6:10 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., improving
access for shopping, appointments, em-
ployment and day trips.

Online seat booking opens Monday,
June 15, 2026. Riders can reserve seats
and pay securely by debit or credit card.
Seating is limited to 24 passengers per
trip, and advance booking is strongly
recommended.

A regular round-trip fare is $24. Chil-

¢ COUNTRYSIDE CARE
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STAY SAFE &

HOME

Personal, Reliable

HOME CARE SERVICE

Proudly Serving All Ages in Huron
& Perth County

ABOUT US

Countryside Care offers
compassionate and
reliable home care for all
ages in Huron & Perth

-
County. « Light Housekeeping
We help individuals with « Fall Prevention & Safety
personalized support, « Respite Care
allowing them to live « Errands and appointments

safely and comfortably
in their own homes.

0

2417 CARE HOME HEALTH

INDEPENDENT AT

SERVICES

« Personal Care (PSW & Nursing)
+ Companionship

Medication Reminders

Meal Preparation

Fully insured & carefully
screened caregivers

QUALIFIED &
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM

dren aged 12 and under ride free with
an accompanying adult. The advance
booking system provides riders with
greater certainty when planning sum-
mer travel. In line with the proactive
booking model, HSAT will not arrange
taxi rides for stranded passengers on

Ontario @

Saturdays and Sundays in July and Au-
gust.

Riders are encouraged to book early
to secure their seats and avoid disap-
pointment. For more information and
to book your trip, visit huronshoresare-
atransit.ca/SummerBus.
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Hoffmans of Dashwood retire, pass torch to Haskett
Funeral Homes

DAN ROLPH

Editor

With generations Hoffmans
having served Dashwood and
the surrounding area, the fam-
ily is saying goodbye to its
long-standing funeral home
that has become a pillar of the
community.

Jim and Donna Hoffman, the
owners and operators of T. Har-
ry Hoffman and Sons Funeral
Home, celebrated their retire-
ment and announced the sale of
their funeral home to Haskett
Funeral Homes during a May
24 open house at the funeral
home in Dashwood.

To rooms filled with friends,
family and community mem-
bers, Donna spoke about their
choice to say goodbye to the
Hoffman legacy.

“All good things must come
to an end, and what we had was
good,” she said. “But we real-
ized it was time to start a new
chapter in our life.”

Founded by Thomas Harry
Hoffman in 1941 as Dashwood’s
first residential funeral home,
the business has remained in
the hands of the Hoffman family
for more than 80 years. The fu-
neral home officially became T.
Harry Hoffman and Sons when
Bob and Jim Hoffman stepped
into the family business.

When Bob retired from the
funeral home in 2012, Jim and
Donna became the sole owners
and operators.

“We both loved doing what
we did, and retirement was not
on our radar,” said Donna.

THE CROSSING

500 Acheson Street, Exeter

Showcasing suites with 6 appliances, including
dishwasher, in-suite laundry, personal climate control
and private balconies. Desirable amenities include a
common room, elevator & wheelchair accessibility,
and the convenience of nearby shopping, restaurants

and community centres.

Over their years at the helm
of the funeral home, Jim and
Donna navigated many chal-
lenges as they continued to
serve grieving residents in the
community. Navigating mul-
tiple cancer diagnoses and the
COVID-19 pandemic, the cou-
ple pressed onward with the
help of their family, friends
and a staff that grew to include
Amanda Rood, Rob Hoffman,
Rose Marie Rader, Jeremy
Becker, Jamie Carter and Jeff
Hoffman.

“Somehow we weathered that
storm, and we continued to
do what we loved doing,” said
Donna. “Through all of this, in
the back of our heads, we want-
ed retirement to be in our fu-
ture. We just didn’t know when
or how that would happen.

“Because we both love doing
what we did, it made the deci-
sion even harder.”

Donna said retirement be-
came a real possibility in Feb-
ruary this year, when they were
approached about a buyer who
would retain existing staff and
uphold the reputation the Hoff-
mans built over generations.

“Our vision of selling and
retirement was for someone to
come in, take over and run the
business just like we did,” she
said. “We found that someone
in the Haskett family.

“We trust moving forward
when you walk through these
doors that you will receive
care, compassion and comfort
we provide our families.”

Haskett Funeral Homes pres-
ident Colin Haskett also spoke

during the open house in Dash-
wood. He described it as an
honour to play a part in the re-
tirement of the Hoffmans, and
he reflected on the legacy he
and his family hope to continue
in Dashwood.

“It is no secret that this fam-
ily and their legacy are woven
in the fabric of this communi-
ty,” he said. “We recognize that
they are very big shoes to fill.

“Our intentions are simple.
It’s the same thing that we’ve
done for over 140 years as their
family has done as well. It’s
just to simply treat others in the
same fashion we would expect
to be treated ourselves.”

Though the Hoffmans and
Hasketts have been competitors
in the industry for generations,
Colin Haskett spoke about a
collaborative spirit that brought
the families closer and helped
them through challenging mo-
ments over the years.

“Behind the closed doors,
regularly the phone would ring
in either direction,” he said.
“It didn’t matter what either
one of us needed. Whether it
was something as small as a
package of paper or something
grander, the other side was al-
ways happy to assist and to be
there to support. I cannot tell
you how much that has meant
to me, to my father, and to our
entire team to be able to have
those allies.”

With Haskett Funeral Homes
taking over in Dashwood, the
company also announced the
closure of its Zurich location,
which was set to take effect the
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Jim and Donna Hoffman of T. Harry Hoffman and Sons Funeral Home marked
the end of more than 80 years of service in Dashwood during a May 24 open
house, where they announced the sale of the funeral home to Haskett’s Fu-

neral Homes.

same day that they take own-
ership of the Hoffman funeral
home.

In a statement posted on so-
cial media, the company stated:
“Over the past 10 years, it has
been a true privilege to serve
families throughout Zurich and
the surrounding area. We are
deeply grateful for the trust
and support shown to our fam-
ily and team. By bringing our
teams and resources together,
we believe we can continue to
provide families throughout the
area with the compassionate
and personal care they deserve
for many years to come.”

Representatives from South
Huron and Bluewater, the two
municipalities that encompass
Dashwood, also spoke to the
room filled with communi-
ty members during the open
house.

Bluewater Mayor Paul Klopp
reflected on the impact the
Hoffman family has had on the
community over their years in
the village.

TOWERVIEW APARTMENTS

65 William Street, Exeter

Contemporary suites in a tranquil community. Each
suite includes central air conditioning, in-suite
laundry, and spacious closet space. Live in comfort
with secured entrances, elevator & wheelchair
accessibility and the convenience of nearby nature

trails, and desirable boutiques and cafés.

“Under ‘compassion’ and
‘empathy,” the new dictionary
will have the Hoffman funeral
home as an example,” he said.
“This family made it easier to
walk through that door. For
that, we thank you.”

South Huron Mayor George
Finch thanked the Hoffmans for
decades of “compassion, ser-
vice and professionalism” that
they brought to the community.

“I never thought I'd see the
day when Jim and Donna Hoff-
man didn’t own the place,” he
said. “Your attention to detail
for every loved one that has
passed through your care was
unique and tailored to bring
comfort to countless families.
Your commitment to this com-
munity has left an indelible
mark for generations.”

After more than 80 years of
service, the Hoffman family’s
chapter at Dashwood’s funeral
home has come to a close, but
their legacy will remain woven
into the community for years to
come.
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Youth lawn bowling program returns to Exeter

EXETER EXAMINER STAFF
Staff Contribution

The Exeter Lawn Bowling club is bringing back its
youth lawn bowling program for the upcoming sea-
son.

Introduced in 2025 as a new addition to the club’s
programming, the club called the youth initiative a
“tremendous success” with more than 30 young peo-
ple from South Huron participating in after-school
“Give it a try” sessions.

As well, 16 youths registered for the weekly sum-
mer program, which was held through July and Au-
gust last year.

The program is returning in 2026 with free af-

ter-school sessions, taking place on Wednesdays from
3:15 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Prospective bowlers from ages
8 to 16 are invited to participate. The only equipment
required is a pair of flat-soled shoes, with all other
equipment supplied by the club.

The summer program, which will run Wednesday
mornings through July and August costs $20 per per-
son.

“Lawn bowling is unique in that players of all ages
can compete together on an equal footing, making it
an ideal intergenerational sport,” said Exeter Lawn
Bowling Club president Phyllis Dalgleish.

The youth program was launched in 2025 with sup-
port from the federal government’s New Horizons for
Seniors grant program. Local seniors serve as coach-

Two local junior golfers heading to
1nternat1()nal g()lf champlonshlps
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(THE SOUTH HURON OPTIMIST CLUB PHOTOS)

A pair of local junior golfers will be heading south of the border this summer to play in the upcoming Optimist Junior Golf
Championships in Florida. Ty Mason and Kallen Grant qualified for the local Optimist Junior Golf Tournament last July,
which opened their way to the Midwestern Ontario District level tournament in August. At that tournament, they both qual-
ified to play in Florida this year. The South Huron Optimist Club sponsored both golfers with $500 to help cover the costs
of tournament registration and travel. Pictured is Ty Mason.

Above is Kallen Grant, who qualified to play in the tournament in Florida.

es and mentors, helping to build connections between
generations in the community. The grant program
also helped fund the purchase of equipment.

The lawn bowling season will wrap up with a youth
tournament for the area’s lawn bowlers at the end of
August.

MUNICIPALITY OF

A structural inspection of the MacNaughton
Park Dam is required every five years and
is due to be performed this year. In order to
carry out this work, it is necessary to lower
the water level in the reservoir. Starting on
July 6, 2026 the drain valve will be opened to
lower. the reservoir water level. Once the
level is lowered sufficiently, the inspection of
4the structure WI" take place and the reservoir

“willbe slowly refilled:Dependingjon.
weather. conditions, it is expected that the
= reservoir will be back:to its normal levelin a
~ couple of weeks.
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If you have any questions in regardlng this
work, please contact the
Environment Services Department at

51 9-235-0310 (ext 230)
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It was a busy day of baseball action in Exeter on May 25 as South Huron District high school’s
varsity girls team hit the diamond. The team had a dominant day, starting with their match against
Central Huron secondary school that they handily won 18-1. Later that day, the team went on to face
St. Anne’s Catholic secondary school, pulling off a strong 25-5 victory and cementing their place in
the top spot in Huron County.
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Lyla Moore watches the ball soar. Pictured is Aydin Dalrymple as
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Danica Rau throws the ball to first base as Aydin Dalrymple watches from behind Miley Restemayer at bat while playing against St. Anne’s.
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Hobos, tramps, pedlars and shysters

BOB HEYWOOD

Examiner Columnist

In the late 1800s and the
early decades of the last
century, itinerant pedlars
and salesmen of all types
travelled up and down
the country roads. Some
were legitimate, honour-
able men trying to make
a meagre living. Others
were shysters attempting
to persuade hard-working,
modest and honest people
to buy their snake oil or
inferior products and hop-
ing they would never meet
their customers again.

My grandfather, Gor-
don Heywood, was born
in 1891 on the family farm
at Lot 12 Concession 3 Us-
borne Township, two miles
east of Exeter. Between the
farm and his home in Ex-
eter, he tallied up 97 years
of living until his death.

He recorded this account
in 1976: “I remember as
a boy seeing many hobos
who tramped the roads
with packs on their backs,
some of them were pedlars
with things to sell, while
others were just on the
tramp. There were some
pretty rough characters.

“My mother used to tell
me of a time when [ was a
small boy, sick with ton-
sillitis. She had sent my
father into town for some
medicine for me after he’d
got home from work. It was
dark and she answered a
knock at the door to find a
tough-looking fellow there
wanting something to eat.
His looks frightened her so

she told him, ‘I don’t know
whether I should ask you in
or not. I’ve got a very sick
boy here, maybe he’s got
diphtheria.” With that, the
tramp turned on his heel,
hightailed up the road as
fast as his legs could carry
him.

“There were a lot of trav-
elling salesmen in those
days, too. They’d come
out from London on Mon-
day by train, hire horses
and a rig from the livery
stables and travel all over
the country covering little
places like Elimville, Cred-
iton, Dashwood and Farqu-
har, etc. At the end of the
week, they’d come back to
town and take the train to
London. While they were
in Exeter many of them
stayed at the Commercial
Hotel, owned by Mr. and
Mrs. Hawkshaw (where
Ersman’s bakery was).

“It was Mr. Hawkshaw’s
practice to wait until ev-
eryone else had gone to
bed before locking up.
He carried all his money
in the pocket of his trou-
sers which he hung on the
doorknob of his bedroom.
Then he locked the door
and went to bed. One night
he remembered after he
got into bed that he hadn’t
locked the door. ‘Oh, don’t
bother getting up,” his
wife told him, ‘I’ll hear if
anyone comes snooping
around.’

“She further assured him
by saying, ‘I can hear a
mouse running across the
floor.” When the proprietor
awoke the next morning

and went to put on his trou-
sers, he found to his dismay
he had been robbed, his
pockets had been rifled of
all his money. Turning an-
grily to his wife he shout-
ed, “Where in h.... is your
mouse now?’ Another time,
one of these hobos I was
telling you about came to
Mr. Hawkshaw’s Hotel and
asked for a night’s lodging
and a little to eat.

“Next morning, he told
Mr. Hawkshaw, ‘Sorry, no
money.” ‘That’s alright,” the
hotelman replied, ‘There’s
a cord of wood and a buck-
saw out back, you can go
and saw some.’ Later, when
he went out to see how the
fellow was making out, he
found he had disappeared
and there was no wood
sawn either. What he did
find was a note written on
the white end of one of the
logs, ‘Tell him that you
saw me, but you never saw
me saw!’”

In the early 1920s Doc
Kelly’s medicine show
visited Exeter and set up
their stage at Victoria Park.
Kelly’s troupe entertained
the crowd with singing and
dancing, comedy and banjo
picking. The entertainment
subtly prepared the gull-
ible to purchase a bottle of
Kelly’s magic elixir which
would cure any ailment
known to man except death
itself. Well, Doc Kelly was
not a “doctor” and his med-
icine probably did more
harm than good, but the
crowd bought it anyway.

Bruce Walker spoke of
a few of these characters

who regularly visited the
homes in and around our
town. In his “Barefoot Boy
from Francistown,” the
author remembers such a
visit when as a boy Walk-
er was down the street at
the Ferguson’s house. The
Junk Man pulled up with
his horse and wagon to see
if they had any junk to sell.

Mr. Ferguson asked,
“What are you buying?”

“0Old rags and bones and
bottles and scrap iron.”

“Well,” quipped the el-
derly neighbor, “Open up
the bag and I’ll jump in.”

Some will remember in
later years our own resi-
dent junk buyer, good old
Harry Josephs, who plied
his trade west of the Can-
ning Factory.

Even 1 can remember
Banker Gossman driving
in our farm lane in an old
Model T (at least that’s
what I think it was) cry-
ing out the window, as he
drove past the house to turn
around at the barn, “Fresh
Fish, Fresh Fish.” Attached
to the back of the ancient
vehicle was a large wood-
en trunk, packed with ice,
full of the biggest fish that
I had ever seen. If mother
or father did not appear
from the house in time, Bill
would just keep driving out
the lane.

I also recall the Toast-
master Bread truck, the
Fuller Brush Man with his
case of products and even
Cooper Forrest’s Ice Cream
truck visiting our farm.

In his book, Bruce Walk-

er also remembers, while
living on their farm in Hay
Township, a little old man
driving his wagon and team
of horses into their yard.

He asked the stranger
what he wanted and he re-
plied, “ashes.” The wagon
stopped by the ash pile and
the man started to shovel
the ashes into the wagon.
When the pile was deplet-
ed, he took five bars of
soap from the wagon and
presented them at the house
for payment for the ash-
es. It seemed like a good
trade to Bruce. The young
boy later learned that their
stove ashes were shipped
to a factory to make soap.
Wood ashes contain a pot-
ash lye.

In earlier days a house-
wife made her own soap.
A barrel was filled with
wood ashes and then filled
up with water. A small hole
was made in the bottom of
the barrel and a dark brown
liquid dripped out, which
was collected in a 30-gal-
lon cast iron kettle. Bacon
grease and drippings from
the kitchen were mixed in,
and a fire was built under
the kettle and boiled until
soft soap was left. When
cooled, it was cut into
small blocks for home and
laundry use. Many house-
wives chose later to trade
their ashes for the factory
soap in return.

In the Stephen Township
history book, Muriel Mack
recounted that potash pro-
duction was an early indus-
try that developed because

of the large tracts of forest
west of Exeter.

“It began as a home in-
dustry and later developed
into a commercial indus-
try.” European textile man-
ufacturers found the Ca-
nadian product, especially
from maple, beech and elm
trees, was superior to the
Russian potash they had
been using. The making of
the product began with the
burning of the trees cleared
from the settler’s land. As
the fires died down, the ash
was raked into large piles.
This was a hot arduous
task, but a barrel of good
quality potash was worth
about 240 shillings, a cov-
eted source of income for
the pioneer.

By the early 1860s, John
Gould had a potash factory
in Exeter. Bruce Walker’s
father, William, also had
a small potash factory at
the rear of his Francistown
home, making soap from
the ashes he collected with
his one-horse light wagon.

As 1 write this account at
71 years of age, I too am
reminded of the ash pile
behind our chicken house
in Usborne Township. The
pile was usually thrown
into the manure spreader
or across the garden for
fertilizer. No soap came
from our ashes. 1 do re-
member an odd basket of
homemade soap coming
from my Mennonite grand-
parents’ farm in Zurich. It
sure didn’t smell like the
cake of Irish Spring in my
bathtub!
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OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Greatart in Paris — not in the Louvre

PAUL KNOWLES

Examiner Columnist

There is no question that the
Louvre, in Paris, France, is one
of the world’s greatest reposito-
ries of art. Although, this iconic
destination managed to get into
the news a couple of times in
recent months, more for the art
pieces they were losing than for
the art they have.

I have wvisited the Louvre,
and done the ridiculous tour-
ist jog past hundreds of pieces
of priceless art to gaze over
the heads of hundreds of other
tourists all gawping at a small
painting called the Mona Lisa.
So this time in Paris, although
we strolled around the grounds
of the Louvre, we gave the in-
terior a miss, and opted to visit
two other art galleries, also sit-
uated along the Seine River.

We were not sorry in the least
that we made that choice.

Our initial stop, on our very
first afternoon in Paris, was
the Musée d’Orsay. The muse-
um holds the largest collection
of Impressionist and Post-Im-
pressionist art anywhere in the
world... and yes, much more
than in the Louvre.

If you don’t happen to be
an art expert, here’s a quick
Knowles’ notes: Impressionism

*
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was an art movement that began
in Paris in the late 1800s and
continued for several decades.
Key figures included Claude
Monet, Pierre-Auguste Renoir,
Camille Pizarro and Paul
Cézanne. Post-Impressionism
was an artistic movement in
direct and almost immediate
response to Impressionism. It,
too, had its roots in France, and
included such well-known art-
ists as Vincent Van Gogh and
Paul Gauguin.

While the Impressionists
painted natural scenes with a
whimsical, misty perspective,
the Post-Impressionists moved
slightly more toward the ab-
stract. In my less-than-expert
opinion. Let’s be clear about
that.

There is a Canadian connec-
tion here, in that the members
of the Group of Seven were
profoundly influenced by both
of these movements.

So... the work of these fa-
mous artists, most but not all
French, was what we wanted
to see when we entered the ele-
gant former railway station that
is now the Musée d’Orsay. Our
wishes were granted, a hun-
dred-fold.

If you love art, or you sim-
ply want to experience great art
to see if you like it, this is the
place to be.

We strolled through the gal-
leries, replete with works by all
of the artists mentioned above,
and many, many more.

And not only did we see
paintings by these talented cre-
ators, we saw many of their
very best pieces — like “Water
Lily Pond”, and “Blue Water
Lilies”, by Claude Monet, and
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“Dance at the Moulin de la
Galette” by Renoir.

The museum is a relatively
new attraction in Paris, con-
sidering the millennia-long
history of this “City of Light”.
Conversion from its original
purpose as a railway station to
an outstanding art gallery was
completed only by 1986, when
the works of art (2,000 or so
paintings and about 600 sculp-
tures) were installed.

Today there are over 3,000
works at the museum, and they
are seen by more than three
million visitors each year.
(That sounds like a lot, but the
Louvre sees three times that
many — and has instigated high-
er pricing and other measures
to actually discourage visitors!)

The Musée d’Orsay is lo-
cated on the Left Bank of the
Seine, about a 15-minute walk
from the Louvre, which is on
the Right Bank. It’s a lovely
stroll, as it is to the Orange-
rie, also on the Right Bank but
only a 10-minute walk from the
Musée d’Orsay.

The Orangerie is also home
to significant Impressionist
and Post-Impressionist art, and
other important pieces, as well.
The building itself (like the
Musée d’Orsay) was never in-
tended to be an art gallery — it
was built in 1852 by Napoleon
I1I, as winter storage for the cit-
rus trees that were placed in the
Tuileries Gardens in the warm-
er months. Thus the name, “Or-
angerie”.

The gardens, by the way,
stretch from the Orangerie to
the grounds of the Louvre; in
my opinion, one of the most
pleasant walks anywhere.

Pablo Picasso’s “Femme au tambourin” at the Orangerie.
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Renoir’s iconic Dance at the Moulin de la Galette.

Horticulture gave way to art
in 1921, when the Orangerie
was designated as a place where
then-living artists could display
their work. The good news is,
Claude Monet was very much
alive and productive at that
time and, in the end, two amaz-
ing, oval rooms were created to
house Monet’s extensive mu-
rals known as “Nymphéas” or,
yet again, “Water Lilies.”

Visiting those rooms is a
unique experience, even for the
most veteran art connoisseur.
You are literally surrounded by
the art, drawn into the tranquil-
ity of Monet’s water gardens.

In 1966, the era represent-
ed by the Orangerie collection
was expanded by several de-
cades, as the Jean Walter and
Paul Guillaume Collection of
modern art was donated to the
museum, and is now displayed
on the lower flower. That gives

visitors the opportunity to get
up close and personal with
paintings

by famous artists like Pablo
Picasso and Chaim Soutine.
(Full disclosure: Soutine’s rath-
er tortured “Portrait of a Man”
has become one of my favour-
ite pieces of art. I don’t know
what this says about my per-
sonal taste).

There is no question: Paris is
the place to go to see great art.
But if works by Monet or Van
Gogh are your favourites, skip
the Louvre, and spend your
time at these other two amazing
galleries.

Paul Knowles is an au-
thor and travel writer, and
Past-President of the Travel
Media Association of Canada.
To contact Paul about travel,
his books, or speaking engage-
ments, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

fisk the
Arborist

Dear Arborist,

I have a Maple, | think it's a Norway.
It's big, its ruining the grass, it's got
roots showing. Can you top it and
make it small to let light in? Are these
good trees or bad?

Thanks,
Art
Dear Art,

Norway Maples are considered
invasive and are not overly popular,
but they are good for shade and are

By Joel Hackett ¢ 519.272.5742 ¢ jtsquote@gmail.com

Joel Hackett is a certified Arborist residing in the St. Marys area. Currently, he spends most of the
Yyear running Joel's Tree Service. For contact call 519.272.5742 or email jtsquote@gmail.com

often planted. When they get bigger,
they release chemicals to kill other
plants around them, so it's normally
hard to grow anything under them.
Topping them is not recommended.
You can raise them, pull them back
from buildings, thin them. Thinning
can be interior and exterior (for light).
If those options don't fix the problem,
then you may want to consider
removal.

Sincerely,
The Arborist
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ABOUT TIME AND TIMES: Family tree weddings, Estrella and Daniel

JUDY FINKBEINER JOHNSON

Examiner Columnist

From about the age of 6, I
was fascinated by family trees.
I think partly because it took
me a while to learn how to
spell my Finkbeiner last name.
I plotted out previous genera-
tions on large, rolled sheets of
white paper held by both hands
stretching more than arm-to-
arm length.

Then, there weren’t tools like
Ancestry or My Heritage to
ferret out information. In fact,
there weren’t even computers,
only manual typewriters like
sturdy Remington machines
that had to be turned back by
hand to the left side of the pa-
per after each line was typed.

My best source in early days
was talking with elders, the
term for seniors wasn’t used
then for people of a certain
age. Now in my “how-did-I-
get-here-so-fast” years, with a
smile, prefer to think of those
of us fortunate enough to have
reached this many years as peo-
ple with long life experiences.

FAMILY TREE
BRANCHES

Some like me can look at a
family tree that spreads out for
generations, with oral tradition
stories from far in the past, car-
ried into the present, for those
who will come in the future.
Our lineage in close-knit com-
munities is known, often from
pioneer days and etched into
the granite of gravestones of

local cemeteries.

In my mind, I envisage such
a family tree planted in firm
ground to develop deep roots,
stretching up and out for centu-
ries. The lower limbs might be
shrouded in the mists of time,
but those later up the strong
trunk are seen to spread out
through large branches, into
smaller branches, and even-
tually twigs that continue to
grow.

Along the way there were
additions to the bloodline,
unions with those of different
ethnicity, cultures, and reli-
gions. Budding relationships
that flourished and flowered.
It makes me think of all the
serendipitous (that word is as
hard to key for me as it is to
say) events that had to occur to
result in me arriving here. Oh,
and by the way, in my long-ago
day, babies arrived by stork. I
was a heavy lift at 4.5 kilos —
ten pounds. My little mother
remembered my birthday with
a mixture of totally under-
standable emotions!

THE SPANISH FLU

There was fear and panic
when the misnomer Spanish
Flu arrived here in the fall of
1918 with the return of soldiers
from the First World War. It
was called that because Spain,
neutral in the war, was not sub-
ject to the media censorship
by the military in the Allied
countries and could spread the
news about the high incidence
of death in the troops that cre-
ated pneumonia. From 1918 to
1919, the flu triggered a world-
wide, deadly pandemic that
targeted strong, healthy young
people. It killed millions of
people with ripples that dev-
astated families, communities,
and economies.

Grandma told me about leav-
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ing food at the end of farm lan-
eways for a family to pick up.
If it didn’t disappear within a
couple of days, death had visit-
ed that house.

In the midst of what is called
the deadliest pandemic in his-
tory, my paternal grandparents
stepped bravely into the future
together.

CHRISTMAS DAY
WEDDING

The Estrella Treitz and Dan-
iel Finkbeiner wedding took
place in the parlour of the
bride’s family farmhouse near
Listowel on Christmas Day in
1918, with only a handful of
people in that room due to re-
strictions on numbers of people
for gatherings.

It was a date chosen by
Grandma for two reasons: the
birthdate celebrated for Jesus,
and a wonderful Christmas Day
wedding that was the choice of
a fictional bride in one of the
novels she enjoyed.

It was a joyful occasion.
Roast goose, a traditional Ger-
man Christmas day feast, was
on the menu at a table set with
the family’s good china and sil-
verware. The next day the new-
lyweds left by train, stopping
in London where the groom
bought his bride a lovely neck-
lace at a jeweler. Then it was
on to the Centralia train station
where they boarded a stage-
coach for the last stage of their
journey, to his family farm
northwest of Crediton.

COURTSHIP

Estrella and the almost-ten
years older Daniel lived only
a country road apart until she
was about ten years old when
her family moved near Lis-
towel. Both attended Crediton
Methodist Church, now Zion

United. They met again as
adults while she was visiting
a cousin in Crediton who sug-
gested she should take notice
of Daniel at church on Sunday.
Apparently, she did, and appar-
ently he did too! In those days,
courtship often evolved line-
by-line (rather than online like
today). They corresponded for
many months and occasionally
saw each other in person.

My grandmother told me
about an early-morning sur-
prise visit from Daniel, who
took the train to Listowel,
knocking on the family farm-
house door. She asked why he
came unexpectedly and unan-
nounced. With my knowledge
decades later of my gentle and
thoughtful grandfather who
used care in his words and his
decision-making, his response
as a young man was totally in
character.

“l wanted to see what you
were like when you weren’t ex-
pecting me.”

Estrella was certainly a catch.
After church in Listowel, this
modest woman told me that
would-be suitors with horses
and buggies would offer to take
her home, more than a couple
each Sunday. She wasn’t in-
terested, preferring to bury her
head in books, reading about
many subjects including novels
of romance of the day by pro-
lific writer Grace Livingstone
Hill. Grandma introduced me
to those great, wholesome
reads at the Exeter Public Li-
brary where there was an ex-
cellent collection of dozens of
these books.

On another visit to Estrel-
la, after they were affianced/
engaged, Daniel asked to see
the china she had chosen for
their future home together, spe-
cifically the saucers. She was
puzzled, why only the saucers?
When she put one in his hand,

he nodded approval. After the
marriage she found out why.
Although he was third genera-
tion here near Crediton, some
German Black Forest customs
were still practiced. One was
drinking tea from a deep sau-
cer, not a teacup where it took
longer to cool enough.

They both spoke fluent En-
glish, their everyday language.
But the German they learned
from earlier generations was
different. Daniel’s was High
German, so called because of
the mountainous area of the
Black Forest in southern Ger-
many. Estrella’s was influenced
by the Low German where
Hessen ancestors came from, a
flat and low part further north.

They had much to learn about
each other after marriage. He
was “batching it,” a single man
living on the family farm with
his widowed father, who later
moved to his farm next door.
Estrella was aghast when she
found them both chewing to-
bacco. In her religious views,
not only was use of alcohol a
sin, but also tobacco. Daniel
soon lost his taste for a “chaw,”
slang for a wad of chewing to-
bacco!

Spirituality was very import-
ant for the couple. They started
every day in their home with
Bible scripture readings and
kneeling in prayer and ended
each day kneeling bedside for
their evening prayers. Expe-
riences in those early years
while raising their family of
four would test their faith, their
spirit, and their resilience

NEXT COLUMN

Estrella and Daniel’s ear-
ly marriage years is next with
challenges and new beginnings,
including the arrival of cars on
the farm, and horses put out to
pasture for Sundays off. And
then, post-
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Exeter Main Street South Reconstruction

We've made it even easier to stay up to date on the Main Street South construction project.
The project spans from the Ausable River bridge to Victoria Street and involves a full recon-
struction. Weekly updates are posted to the project page, highlighting completed work and
providing a look ahead so you know what to expect in the coming week.

Sign up to receive weekly project updates via email. See our Exeter Main Street South
Reconstruction Project page at SouthHuron.ca for details and sign up for progress reports.

South Huron Votes 2026 - Update your School Support by June 1st!

Whether you own or rent your home, your property is linked to a school board - even
if you don’t have children or your children aren’t currently attending school. While
you're not required to make a designation, you do have the option to choose which school
board you support. If you don't make a choice, your support will default to the English-
Public school board.

To ensure your correct school support designation is provided to Elections Ontario in time
for the next municipal and school board elections on October 26, 2026, it should be
reviewed and, if needed, updated by June 1, 2026.

MPAC (Municipal Property Assessment Corporation) is legislatively responsible for collecting
school support designation data. This information is provided to Elections Ontario to help
build and maintain the Preliminary List of Electors.

To check vyour school support, and update if
MakingChangesUpdates/SchoolSupportDesignation

necessary view mpac.ca/en/

Following June 1st, any changes to school support must be done by contacting the
municipal office (322 Main Street South, Exeter).

Reminder: Candidates may file a nomination form during regular business hours from May
1, 2026 through to 2:00 p.m. on Nomination Day, August 21, 2026.

For more information regarding the 2026 Municipal and School Board Election,
check out the Municipal Election page on SouthHuron.ca, contact the Clerk at
vote@southhuron.ca, or drop into the Clerk’s Department at town hall (322 Main Street
South, Exeter).

Decoration Day

The Annual Decoration Day Service will be held on Sunday, July 19th at 1:00 pm at the
Exeter Public Cemetery. We are looking for readers, musicians and community members to
help make the service special.

If you would like to take part, please contact cemetery@southhuron.ca or 519-235-0310.

Hub E-Newsletter
Have you subscribed to our bi-monthly e-newsletter, The South Huron Hub?

You're just a few clicks away from receiving municipal updates, job opportunities,
community events and more directly to your email inbox. Learn how easy it is to sign up by
visiting the South Huron Hub Newsletter page at SouthHuron.ca

MUNICIPALITY OF SOUTH HURON
322 Main Street South, PO Box 759, Exeter, ON NOM 1S6

PHONE: 519-235-0310 ¢ FAX: 519-235-3304 ¢ TOLL FREE: 1-877-204-0747
WEBSITE: www.southhuron.ca

Important Dates

Monday, June 1st
Regular Council Meeting
6:00 PM (EST)*

Monday, June 15th

Regular Council Meeting

6:00 PM (EST)*

*South Huron Council meetings
are open for in-person attendance
and continue to be livestreamed.
See our website Agendas, Minutes
& Meetings page or the South
Huron Youtube channel at meeting
time to access the livestream video
link.

A recording of the meeting will be
available on the municipal Youtube
Channel following the meeting.

BUILDING SAFETY MONTH

IT'S THE SMALL DETAILS THAT KEEP US SAFE
Small Projects Can Have Big Safety Impacts

PERMITS ARE REQUIRED FOR:

» Decks & Porches
Sheds and Accessory Structures
Finished Basements
Secondary Suites

Structural Alterations

Plumbing & Septic System Changes
Wood Stoves & Fireplaces

AND MORE! Be sure to check with Your
Building Department

PERMITS AREN'T RED TAPE -
THEY'RE A SAFETY CHECK!
&
21,0B0A

Building Safety Month

Small projects like decks, sheds,
wood stoves can have big safety
impacts. Permits ensure the work
being done meets minimum safety
standards, is properly reviewed, and
is built to last, protecting both
homeowners and their communities.

oboa.on.ca/BuildingSafetyMonth2026

Our information is accessible!
Contact us if you require alternative
formats.

Building Services ext. 6

Community Services ext. 222
Transportation, Roads ext. 230

Water & Wastewater, Landfill ext. 230
Afterhours ext. 7




Thursday, June 4, 2026

Exeter Examiner

MENTORING MATTERS e Investing in youth strengthens communities

AMY WILHELM

Examiner Columnist

A topic that many people don’t
like to talk about is finances. It
can feel uncomfortable. But in
the not-for-profit world, it is an
essential conversation.

At Big Brothers Big Sisters of
South Huron, we talk about it
often — how to keep our doors
open and continue delivering
meaningful, impactful mentor-

ing programs that support local
youth and families. The reality
is that mentoring changes lives.
Research has shown that among
economically disadvantaged
groups, every $1 invested in
mentoring through Big Brothers
Big Sisters returns $23 to soci-
ety through improved outcomes
for children and youth.

Our funding is made possible
through the many fundraisers
we host throughout the year,
along with individual donations,
corporate sponsorships, grants,
service clubs, program-specific
government funding, support
from the Sunset Community
Foundation and revenue gener-
ated through our children’s con-
signment store, The Little Shop.
This past year, we received
significant news regarding our
funding that will have a major

impact on our programming,
and we are still working through
what that will look like moving
forward.

What often surprises people is
that we receive very little gov-
ernment funding — only about
three per cent of our overall op-
erating budget — and even that
funding is currently uncertain as
we await final decisions. This
funding supports our school-
based programs, including in-
school mentoring and our three
youth empowerment programs.
At this time, funding is con-
firmed only until the end of the
2025-2026 school year. This
uncertainty impacts not only our
agency, but Big Brothers Big
Sisters agencies across Ontario.

As a long-standing partner
of United Way Perth-Huron,
we were also notified during

this funding cycle that they are
no longer able to fund our tra-
ditional mentoring program.
While this news is difficult, we
remain deeply grateful for the
many years of partnership and
support they have provided,
helping create meaningful men-
toring opportunities for count-
less local children and youth.
Despite these challenges, our
commitment to local youth re-
mains unchanged. We will con-
tinue working hard to ensure
children and youth in South Hu-
ron have access to caring men-
tors and positive role models.
You can support our mentor-
ing programs in many ways: by
making a direct donation, par-
ticipating in one of our fundrais-
ing events, becoming an event
sponsor, donating a prize, or
even hosting a third-party fund-

raiser.
If you are interested in orga-
nizing your own fundraiser, we
would love the opportunity to
attend, share our story and help
spread awareness about the im-
pact mentoring has in our com-
munity. You can also support us
by shopping at The Little Shop,
becoming a consignor, or donat-
ing your children’s outgrown
clothing, toys, books and games.
Every donation, no matter the
size, truly makes a difference.
To support Big Brothers Big
Sisters of South Huron, please
contact us at southhuron@big-
brothersbigsisters.ca, call 519-
235-1780, visit us on Facebook
at Big Brothers Big Sisters of
South Huron or stop by our of-
fice at 355 Main St. S in Exeter,
inside The Little Shop. Help us
continue to be #BiggerTogether.

GREYMATTER: 1he Joy of a Summer Reset: Why June is the Perfect Time to

Reconnect Refresh and Reignite

ANNETTE GERDES

Examiner Columnist

There’s something about June
that feels hopeful. The windows
open a little wider, gardens be-
gin to bloom, and people natu-
rally spend more time outdoors
soaking up sunshine and fresh
air. For seniors, June offers
more than just warmer weath-
er it can be an opportunity for a
meaningful “summer reset.”

Especially since we have
had such a cold spring. I don’t
know about you, but I am ready
for the heat.

As we age, routines become
comforting and familiar, but
sometimes they can also be-
come limiting.

Winter months often encour-

Hobby store that features Pokemon and

age staying indoors, less move-
ment, and fewer social outings.
By the time June arrives, many
older adults find themselves
craving renewed energy, con-
nection, and purpose even

if they don’t realize it yet.

The good news? Small chang-
es can make a very big differ-
ence.

Reconnecting with Others

Social connection is one of
the most important factors in
healthy aging. A simple coffee
visit with a friend, attending
a community event, or even
sitting outside chatting with
neighbours can improve mood,
reduce loneliness, and boost
mental wellness.

Many seniors say they don’t
want to “bother” people, but
families and friends often ap-
preciate the

invitation more than expect-
ed. June is a wonderful time to
reconnect with grandchildren,
old friends, former coworkers,
or community groups.

Refreshing Daily Habits

Summer naturally encourag-
es healthier routines. Longer
daylight hours make it easier to
walk outside, enjoy fresh sea-

sonal foods, and stay active.

A “summer reset” doesn’t
have to mean dramatic lifestyle
changes. It can be as simple as:

. Taking a short walk
each morning

. Drinking more water
during warmer days

. Trying a new hobby

. Listening to music
from younger years

. Planting flowers or
herbs

. Reading outside on the
porch

. Joining an exercise or

social program

Even gentle movement and
new experiences help keep the
brain engaged and the body
stronger.

Neurologically, our brains
benefit from small changes in
routine because they encourage
new pathways and connections
to form. Recently, I listened to
someone speak about simple
“brain challenges” like brush-
ing your teeth with your non
dominant hand, taking a differ-
ent walking route, rearranging
a

drawer, trying a new recipe,
or even listening to unfamil-

iar music. These little changes
may feel silly at first, but they
encourage the brain to adapt,
think differently, and stay ac-
tive. Learning something new,
no matter your age, helps
stimulate memory, concentra-
tion, and cognitive flexibility.
The key isn’t perfection it’s
simply giving the brain some-
thing different to experience.
Reigniting Purpose
Purpose does not retire. In
fact, many seniors discover
new passions later in life than
they ever had
during their working years.
Some volunteer. Some mentor
younger generations. Others re-
discover painting, baking, knit-
ting, music, writing, or garden-
ing. Purpose can also be found
in simple moments helping a
neighbour, attending church,
caring for a pet, or being pres-
ent for family milestones.
Having something to look
forward to is incredibly import-
ant for emotional well-being.
The Power of Sunshine
Sunshine can genuinely im-
prove mood and energy levels.
Safe sun exposure helps the

Magic the Gathering trading card games, as well as Lego,
BoardiGames, Warhammer and sports cards. We have a
large inistock selection, but if you/don’t see it in store

we can order it. -

144 Courthouse Sq., Suite 300 (Basement), Goderich, ON
519-612-2050 | mtgnorthcanada@gmail.com
www.mtgnorth.ca

MASSE FRUIT &
VEGETABLE FARM
,_ETIU%ENODCATI‘%ER Serving All Day
C/O MIKE AND b“.A‘;ﬁL MASSE FE‘,‘:%E{:')U Breakfast
Junch onNawT0 ol ©)(519) 237-3116
Phone: 519-236-7907 o reeetoey| | €@ 185 Dashwood Main St,
Email: massepumpkins@hay.net (£ 16 NOM INO

body produce

Vitamin D, which supports
bone health and immunity.
Fresh air and natural light can
also improve sleep

patterns and reduce feelings
of isolation or sadness.

Of course, seniors should re-
member sunscreen, hats, hydra-
tion, and avoiding extreme heat
during peak

afternoon hours.

Aging Well Means Staying
Engaged

Healthy aging isn’t about pre-
tending to stay young forever.
It’s about continuing to live ful-
ly, stay curious,

maintain relationships, and
enjoy meaningful moments at
every age.

June reminds us that new
seasons are not just for nature
they’re for people too.

So, this month, open the win-
dows, call an old friend, take
the scenic route, or try some-
thing new.

Sometimes the smallest sum-
mer moments become the most
meaningful memories.

Annette Gerdes is the Gen-
eral Manager at the Goderich
Place Retirement Residence
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entertainment

"Music by Harry Warren
Lyrics by Al Dubin '
Book by Michael Stewart & Mark Bramble
Based on the novel by Bradford Ropes and the motion picture 42nd Street
owned by Turner Entertainment Co.
and distributed by Warner Bros.

Original Direction and Dances by Gower Champion
Originally Produced on Broadway by David Merrick

The Broadway Dance Spectacular

JUNE 10 TO JUNE 27

HURON COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE
GRAND BEND
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BACKIN TIME

30 Years Ago

June 12, 1996 - More than 50
years ago Lloyd Otterbein of
Zurich picked up a jack knife
and began carving the figure of
a Clydesdale horse. He recently
created Clydesdale horses for a
Detroit show and is working on
a crest for his family’s reunion
on June 22.

Andy DeBoer of Exeter con-
tinues to run an orphanage, but
the orphans he cares for are
not children, but white squir-
rels. Andy and his wife Gloria
continue to care for wayward
squirrels brought to them by
local residents and this year is
no exception.

Announced as students of
the year at Friday’s SHDHS

graduating formal were Kristy
Ahrens and Adam Jean.

40 Years Ago

June 11, 1986 - Jon O’Connor
of Grand Bend has been named
junior student of the year at
SHDHS.

W.EB. “Mac” MacLaren
has been honoured with a life
membership in the Grand Bend
Lions Club. He was a charter
member of the club in 1950.

55 Years Ago

June 10, 1971 - Beginning
June 23 all eating establish-
ments in the village of Grand
Bend will close at 2:30 a.m. The
controversy started when the
Chamber of Commerce sent a

resolution to council asking for
a 2 a.m. curfew in an attempt
to get people off the street and
allow village residents to get
some sleep. Councillors Ivan
Luther and Shirley Sylvester
voted for a 3 a.m. closing while
Murray Desjardines and Dave
Jackson were in favour of 2:30
a.m. Reeve John Pane broke the
tie.

65 Years Ago

June 12, 1961 - The Exeter
Golf Course being developed
by Allan Westcott on the St.
Marys road will be open for
play this Saturday.

Bill Systma and Ruth Anne
Salmon were two winners at the
first Science Fair at SHDHS.
There were over 100 entries in-

cluding some working models.

Bill Snow, a Grade 8 student
at S.S. 2 Usborne won the tro-
phy for finish in the Hensall
Feeder Cal Club Friday night.

70 Years Ago

June 11, 1956 - Topping their
grades at SHDHS were Volde-
mars Gulens, Bill Pollen, Paul
Wilson and Jane Horton.

Thames Road United Church
which was erected in 1881 at a
cost of $4,000 will celebrate its
75th anniversary, Sunday.

80 Years Ago

June 10, 1946 - Dr. F.J. Mil-
ner is this week moving in to
the residence he recently pur-

chased on Anne Street.

Mr. Harry Bierling, who for
the past 29 years has conducted
a general store in Exeter north
has disposed of the business to
F.C. Beaupre of Brockville.

Gordon Lamport, who has
operated the Lamport Coffee
Shop for almost two years has
sold the business to Mr. George
Rether of London.

105 Years Ago

June 11, 1921 - Frank Taylor’s
horse got fourth place in last
week’s Ailsa Craig races.

Mr. Fred Kerr of Crediton got
third place in the Grand Inter-
national Handicap Shoot at St.
Thomas this week.

BLUEWATER COUNCIL BRIEKFS

DAN ROLPH
Editor

Bridge tender comes in under bud-
get

Councillors granted the tender for
supplying the culvert and footings for
a bridge on Parr Line to ARMTEC for
$222,930, excluding HST.

The bid was the lower of the two re-
ceived for the project, with the higher
bid coming in at $231,299.

The 2026 municipal budget included
$570,000 for the bridge replacement
project, with another $34,803 remaining
from the 2025 budget for the project,
leaving the bridge replacement under
budget.

In a report to council, municipal staff
noted that the project would see cost
savings because most of the work will

be handled by in-house staff.

Bluewater Mayor Paul Klopp said he
was happy to see the final price tag.

“T almost had to read it twice,” he said.
“I couldn’t believe the good news.”

Bylaw enforcement activity

Bluewater saw 11 bylaw complaints
opened in April.

Six of those complaints were related to
property standards, while three involved
animal control, one complaint fell under
encroachment on municipal lands and
one was tied to short-term rentals.

As of May 19, there were 57 files that
remained open that were opened from
2020 to 2025, with most being opened
last year. One file from 2025 was closed
in April.

The municipality’s bylaw enforce-
ment department collected $1,482 in un-
allocated revenue for three sign permits,

one pool enclosure permit, 10 parking
tickets and 10 dog licenses.

Truck replacement tender

Bluewater will purchase a new truck
to replace a 2012 Dodge 4500 in its
fleet.

The tender for the truck was awarded
to Premier Truck Group for $162,351,
excluding HST. The Premier bid was
the lowest of three that were submitted,
with the highest bid reaching $195,283.

During 2026 budget deliberations,
council earmarked $200,000 for the
truck replacement with the intention
of adding a heavier duty vehicle to the
fleet, bringing the tender in below bud-
get.

Bayfield Marina to get new operator

With the retirement of the Bayfield
Marina’s current operator, Bluewater is
set to hand over the reins to Jim Peever

starting Jan. 1, 2027, though negotia-
tions remain ongoing.

Councillors directed staff to begin ne-
gotiating an operating agreement with
Peever, which will need to be brought
back to council for final approval at a
later meeting.

According to a report prepared by
facilities manager Maggie Off, Peever
had the highest-ranked proposal of two
submitted to the municipal in response
to a request for proposals for the marina
operations in Bayfield.

The Bayfield Marina operator is re-
sponsible for customer-focused opera-
tions, asset sustainability, environmen-
tal management and compliance with
regulations.

The next Bayfield Marina operator is
expected to enter into a five-year agree-
ment with the municipality.

SOUTH HURON COUNCIL BRIEFS

JOHN MINER

Examiner Reporter

Thomas Street rebuild in next year’s
budget discussions

Total reconstruction of Thomas Street
in Exeter will be part of budget discus-
sions in 2027, South Huron council was
told.

Don Giberson, infrastructure and de-
velopment general manager, said the re-
construction will address flooding issues
on the street. Preliminary engineering
for the Thomas Street project is com-
plete, and council can decide in the bud-
get discussions exactly when the street
will be rebuilt.

Until the rebuild is done, municipal
staff will try to find cross connections
between the storm sewer system and san-

itary sewers that contribute to the flood-
ing, Giberson said. Earlier this year,
council received complaints from resi-
dents on Thomas Street that their floor
drains had backed up.
Council meeting start time debated
South Huron council is reviewing the
bylaw that sets the rules for its meetings.
One suggestion in a report to council
is to move the start time of regular coun-
cil meetings to 5 p.m. from the current 6
p.m. and public meetings from 5 p.m. to
4 p.m. The change could decrease costs
through the efficient use of staff and con-
sultants time, the report said.
Councillors favouring keeping the 6
p.m. later start said the time was bet-
ter for council members that worked
full time and for members of the public
who wanted to attend. The bylaw was

referred to a council committee of the
whole meeting for further discussion.

No break for Trees and Me summer
camp

A Dashwood Men’s Club, Bluewater
Youth Tug of War team, and South Hu-
ron trail run organization are not getting
a break on charges for use of municipal
facilities.

Coun. Aaron Neeb made the three mo-
tions to drop the charges for the groups,
saying council wants to see the facilities
used by the community.

He pointed out that none of the groups
are registered charities and that was the
reason council gave for refusing a re-
quest by The Trees and Me Forest School
for free use of the kitchen in the South
Huron recreation centre for their summer
camp program.

Neeb suggested council reconsider
its refusal, a move that would require a
two-thirds vote with a councillor who
had originally voted in favour of the re-
fusal making the motion. There were no
takers.

Windermere subdivision agreement
approved

South Huron council has approved
a 47-page subdivision agreement with
Windermere Community Ltd. for devel-
opment of 55.6 acres in Exeter.

To be developed in four phases, the
subdivision is to consist of 159 single
detached residential lots and a block for
higher density residential development.
Infrastructure, including a stormwater
management facility, have already been
installed at the site under a pre-servicing
agreement.
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Peacefully at Twin Lakes
Terrace Nursing Home,
Sarnia on Friday, May 29,
2026 in her 99th year.
Cherished aunt of Gail and
Jeff Dietrich of Sarnia, Cathy
and Gary Hugill of Exeter,
and great-aunt of Chris

and Lori Dietrich, and their
children Avah and Ryerson of
Sarnia. Predeceased by her parents John and Florence
(Handford) Waldron, and siblings Jack and Thelma
Waldron, Mervyn and Mary Waldron, and Denzil Waldron.
Remembered by her nieces, nephews, cousins and their
families in England. Thelma will be fondly remembered
for her strong work ethic and the joy she found in her
many years working at McLaren’s on Main Street in
Grand Bend. She often spoke of that time as some of

the happiest years of her life, cherishing the friendships
and memories she made there. A devoted dog lover,
Thelma had a special place in her heart for her beloved
spaniels. She spent many treasured years on Gill Road,
where she and her brother, Den, took immense pride in
their beautiful gardens and the family property that had
been in their family for generations. When maintaining
the property became too much, Thelma moved to the
condos across the river, allowing her to continue enjoying
the view of the land she loved so dearly. Visitation will be
held at the Haskett Funeral Home, 118 Dashwood Main
Street, DASHWOOD on Saturday, June 6th from 12 PM —
1PM, where Thelma’s memorial service will begin at 1:30
PM. Cremation with interment will be held at the Grand
Bend Cemetery. Donations to the Heart and Stroke
Foundation or the Ontario SPCA and Humane Society
would be appreciated by the family. Condolences may be
forwarded to www.haskettfh.com.

We are looking to fill
the position of

AZDriver

Starting wage $28.44/hour
Extensive Benefits and Pension
Stratford & area

Email resume- denise@fraserpaving.ca
or call 519-271-5690

www.fraserpaving.ca
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It is with sadness that the
family of Elizabeth Marilyn

\ McKaig announce her

| passing on March 28th,
2026. Elizabeth was born
on December 25th;1944 in
Aliston, Ontario. She will

be sadly missed by her
sisters Shirley Johnston
and Marjorie (Doug) Woltz
and their children. She was
predeceased by her parents William and Alethia McKaig
and her nephew Colin Johnston. She had a loving,
lifelong friendship with Edera & Jack Corry. Elizabeth
attended the original Sudbury Mining and Technical
School and was subsequently employed by the Ministry
of Natural Resources in payroll for forty years. Growing
up, Elizabeth was involved in competitive Scottish
Highland Dancing participating in many competitions in
Southern Ontario. Over the years she found her happy
place painting pictures and enjoyed lessons with lvan
Wheale. Camping on the weekends painting in natural
surroundings made her happy. She loved curling at the
Sudbury Curling Club. She attended St. Mark’s Church
on Walford Road and sang in the choir. She was always
available to go for coffee with friends. Since moving to
Southwind Retirement Residence she has especially
enjoyed their musical entertainment, afternoon tea,

and most recently their bingo games and the big bingo
wins. There will be a celebration of life this summer in
Sudbury. She has been buried in the Staffa cemetery at
Cromarty, Ontario in the family plot with her parents and
uncle. Elizabeth was a cancer survivor for over 20 years.
Donations can be made to the Canadian Mental Health
Association, and the Canadian Cancer Society. A special
thank you to Dr. Ramamohan Veluri for his kindness and
caring, he made a true and lasting impact on our sister’s
life. Elizabeth was well cared for over the years by Dr.
Moe and Dr. Monique St. Martin.

(Arrangements entrusted to the Jackson & Barnard
Funeral Home)
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Peacefully, surrounded by the
love of her family, at Seaforth
Community Hospital,
Seaforth, on Thursday, May
21,2026, Audrey Louise
(Knapton) Fenton, formerly

of Goderich, age 92. Beloved
wife of the late William
Ellwood Fenton (February
26, 2013). Loved mother

and mother-in-law of Linda Arnold and her partner

Bob Hoffman of Dashwood, Larry Fenton of Centralia,
Gayle Giammarco of London, Doug and Cindy Fenton

of Auburn, Dale and Cindee Fenton of Ayton, Heather
and Bernard Boyle of Auburn and Jim and Kim Fenton of
Galt. Cherished grandma of 18 grandchildren and great-
grandma of 34 great-grandchildren. Remembered by her
nieces, nephews and their families. Predeceased by her
parents Thomas Harold (1970) and Annie (MacDonald)
Knapton (1982), infant son Robert Dale Fenton (1961),
daughter Sherrie Lee Fenton (1987), twin siblings Donna
Jean (Knapton) Bradley (1963) and Donald George
(1982) and his wife Joan Knapton (2002), daughter-in-
law Leona Fenton (2019), son-in-law Tony Giammarco
(2024). At Audrey’s request, cremation has taken place. A
Private Family Graveside Service will be held at Ebenezer
Cemetery, North Middlesex. Audrey was a dedicated
farmer’s wife who taught her children to work hard, spend
wisely and show respect to all. She was our rock and

salt of the earth. She loved to quilt and provided warmth
and love with her many gifts to us. She helped us raise
her grandchildren and they are all the better for it. She

is deeply missed by all who call her Mother, Grandma,
Great-Grandma and Friend. Arrangements entrusted to
the T. Harry Hoffman & Sons Funeral Home, Dashwood.

If desired, memorial donations (payable directly) to
Epilepsy Southwestern Ontario (https://epilepsyswo.ca/
donate/) or the Canadian Cancer Society (https://cancer.
ca/en) would be appreciated by the family.

Condolences at www.hoffmanfuneralhome.com

Position your business alongside the
events, entertainment, and traditions that
make the Zurich Fair a community
favourite. Reserve your space in the July 16
Event Guide and connect with readers
before and during the fair.

CONTACT DEB LORD
TO SECURE YOUR SPOT

The Annual

- .
FC\Zurich
- Country Fair

hosted by the AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY,
JULY 24-26

519-520-5366

Deb@granthaven.com

Exeter Examiner

N E W S P A P E R

The Exeter Examiner is here to support local
organizations, events and seasonal initiatives while
providing strong exposure opportunities for our
advertising partners.

/n Loving Memory of Owr Sor
ﬁﬁ/ﬁ/zc %/Oi’;méd

FIVEMINUTES
If I only had five minutes, the day you passed away.
I would have had time to tell you,
all the things I needed to say.
I never got to tell you, how much you mean to me.

Or that you were the best, that anyone could be.

The last time I talked to you, I wish I would have known.
I would have said I love you Marc, and kept you on the
phone.

IFI ONLY HAD FIVE MINUTES

THE DAY YOU PASSED AWAY
I'd hold on to you with real tight hugs,
I wouldn’t want you to go.
I would tell you that I’ll miss you, more than you’ll ever
know.

Loved & Missed
Dad & Mom, Mickael & Kendra
& Canire comparior Luchea
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Riddles

Where does today come before
yesterday?
The dictionary.

What gets bigger when more is taken
away?
A hole.

The more of this there is, the less you see.

What is it?
Darkness.

You walk into a dark, cold room that
contains a kerosene lamp, a candle, and a
fireplace. What would you light first?
A match.

People make me, keep me, change me,
and raise me, even though | can be very
dirty. What am I?

Money.

What breaks yet never falls, and what
falls yet never breaks?
Day and night.

What has many keys but can’t open a
single lock?
A piano.

What goes through cities and towns, but
never moves?
Aroad.

What can you hold in your left hand but
not in your right?
Your right elbow.

What has 13 hearts, but no lungs, feet, or
bellybuttons?

A deck of cards
6|7 3
3 6
9 814 |3 5|71
4 3 9 8|5
216 (8|4
8 711 4
1 7 216
871916 54
6 1148 9
Solutions on pg. 30

Heartworm is serious—but preventable.

Along with heartworm prevention, talk to your vet about multipurpose protection against
fleas, ticks, and intestinal parasites.

Starting prevention early keeps your pets healthy, happy, and safe all year round.

One step today means a healthier tomorrow!

Sponsored By:

KIRKTON VET CLINIC
kirktonvetclinic.com 519-229-8911

4 ANGUS

Angus is a 5-year-old rescue who came
to Canada from Texas. He’s a sweet boy |

who loves to chase squirrels and watch

birds. His favourite place is squeezed in
between mom and dad for a good cuddle
\_ and belly rub.

WH R E PR R E

Nominate your pet to be a Featured Pet by emailing info@exeterexaminer.com

ffice W
oifice Word Search
(]
SOLUTIONS = SPONSORED BY:
Office Solutions Inc. | 92 Main St. S. Exeter, ON NOM 1S1
p. 519.235.1840 | shop.shos.ca | info@shos.ca

X LZUNFOAGBARBERRYRMYV PINE
OJBHTRQANDOQOQERVWEHAC WILLOW
BUNPZGIQPKIRAHVWORLGDO WALNUT
RZZWTPODPPEKZURAROQMNTF
MXZUFMYMEKXLARUDTFXO0OO0O HAZEL
SHFZFZUUNYOEQCLYHATLYV OAK
VYGCZUQLLWGUBTLEJHEKTIW
YACALWABMOQUSBJZYCGAT BEECH
ZCHASYGELIXLEGAHETBBH ELM
WZHGMXQRKLZIWRHDEOTYA MULBERRY
GBAEDOYRUXZYINHGBUGZ
GKWSRDRYNUJRGBCXMBUJE SN
UITOAKROESTNSGNTBPMEPL MAGNOLIA
BUHJLGYUPLEKEGYIBIOQYDQQ LAUREL
YIWGFNCPTTCWMWWWNA RAQ O
RTGQVZULAURELYLOETVQTP WITCH HAZEL
WNVBHTBTJQXOZNRTLHCTLJ SYCAMORE
RLCIJNTGHMEKNHNTLETLZVML
JPYAEWCPGZBNLCLIONOQU APPLE
UGIJNLHPHTEAKMMWDUS S CHERRY
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COMING EVENTS

Brought to you by:
| Grand Bend Area

* 69 Main Street E., Grand Bend, ON

519-238-2362
* 122 King Street, Hensall, ON

JUNE

GRAND BEND AREA
COMMUNITY HEALTH
CENTRE JUNE PRO-
GRAM

MON & THURS. 8:45-
9:45AM Medium Low impact
aerobic exercise that includes
cardio, strength, & flexibility
exercises. Community Room
GBACHC. cmaxfield@gbchc.
com

MON & THURS 10 -
10:45AM - High low impact
aerobic exercise with Joy that
includes cardio, strength, and
flexibility. Community Room

GBACHCcmaxfield@gbche.
com
MONDAYS & THURS

1:00-2 PM - Functional Fit-
ness with Julie. Most gentle
class for people with mo-
bility issues. Hensall Arena
and virtual in Grand Bend at
GBACHC Mondays. Thurs-
days in person in Grand Bend
Contact Julie at jdatars@gb-
chc.com

TUES & THUR. FRL
8:30AM - Exercise Port
Franks Community Cen-
tre. Line Dancing from 8:30-
9 am. Medium Low impact
aerobic exercises from 9-10
cmaxfield@gbchc.com

TUES & THUR. 6:00-
6:45PM - Joys Evening
Exercise Classes High low
impact Community Room
GBACHC. Saturday morn-
ings from 10-10:45 am. cmax-
field@gbchc.com

WED. 10-11:00 AM - Walk
& Talk Hensall Arena. Con-
tact Grace at gbonnett@gb-
chc.com . Fun social walking
program with coffee and chat-
ting to finish

WED. 9:20-11 AM - Pinery
Walking Group. Meet at the
Lambton Heritage Museum
parking lot 9:00 am. Email
Lindsey lindseyashworth-
ducharme@gmail.com

THURSDAYS 9:30-12AM
- Early On program free
program for adults with
children birth to 6 years.
Adult Day Wing, GBACHC.
Summer program at Optimist
Park. Contact earlyonchild-
care.ca or 519-786-6161 x

9226.

FRI. JUNE 12, 19 & 26TH
- “Vinyasa Yoga and Chair
Yoga” GBACHC in Commu-
nity room. Vinyasa at 8:30am,
Chair at 9:45 am. Contact
cmaxfield@gbchc.com

THURS. JUNE 18TH 1:30
-3:30, Alzheimer’s caregiv-
er support group. Support
group program with trained
facilitator Randy Chapman.
1-800-561-5012. Adult Day
wing at GBACHC.

SATURDAYS  8:30-11:30
AM - Walk In Medical Clin-
ic Gbachc . Open to anyone
in the community who needs
medical attention ( Not an Ur-
gent Care or Emergency Cen-
tre). For more information of
any of these programs con-
tact Cindy Maxfield at cmax-
field@gbchc.com

JUNE 3 Bayfield Vil-
lage-Wide Yard Sale. 8-11
A.M. There are bargains
throughout the village as the
yard sale is held in Bayfield.

JUNE 6 - 7AM TO 12PM.
Brucefield Firemans Break-
fast. $15 adults / $5 children.

SAT JUNE 6TH, 2 1 PM-3
PM. - National Bowls Day
Open House Slide on those
flat soled shoes and come
on over to the Exeter Lawn
Bowling Club at 298 Main St.
S. in downtown Exeter and
Give Bowls a Try. Refresh-
ments, draws, and the fun of
lawn bowling, all for free.
Ages 8 and older welcome.

SUN., JUNE 7 12-4PM -
Brush Strokes Art Show
and Sale. Celebrate Bay-
field’s 150th Birthday with
the Bayfield Artist Guild.
Featuring a ‘We Love Where
We Live” exhibit along with
other creative works of art
from local artists. Clan Gre-
gor Square, . Rain Date: June
13 12-4pm. Kids Free Pop-Up
Art. Lake Huron Suncatchers.

SUN., JUNE 7 - 8AM-12PM
- Firefighter Home-Cooked
Country Breakfast. Sunday,
June 7. Ailsa Craig Commu-
nity Centre, 155 Annie Ada
Shipley Drive, Ailsa Craig.
All money fundsraised sup-
ports VON services in our
community.

Zion Lutheran Church
148 Frederick St., Dashwood

o www.berea-zionlcc.ca

o bnz@hay.net

o Cell: 519-878-0327
9:45 am Sunday School Sep-Jun
11:00 am Family Worship Service

Facebook: ZionDashwood
Instagram: zionlutherandashwood

SUN., JUNE 7 9-11 - Grand
Bend Legion Community

Breakfast. Everyone wel-
come.
SUN., JUNE 7 1-4PM,

Youth Bluewater Tug-of-
War Bottle Drive. Zurich
arena parking lot. Collect
and drop off your empties to
support the Bluewater Youth
Tug-of-War team. Show com-
munity spirit and support
these young athletes.

SUN, JUNE 7 - 1-2PM
Crediton and District Opti-
mist Club invite you to come
out and interact with crea-
tures from Sam’s Scales and
Tails.. Crediton Community
Centre. $10 per person. Chil-
dren 12 and under must be ac-
companied by an adult. Email
tina.premont@hotmail.com
to register by May 23. Spots
are limited

MON., JUNE 8, 7PM - to
our 52nd Annual Ceremoni-
al Review. The 2923 Exeter
Army Cadet Corps is pleased
to invite families, friends,
and members of the com-
munity to our 52nd Annual
Ceremonial Review. Join us
for an evening celebrating the
hard work, leadership, and
achievement. South Huron
District High School

MON., JUNE 8 - 5:30PM
“Free” Barn Preservation
and Century Farm Event.
Barn Restaurant, 70374 Kirk-
ton Rd., Exeter. With presen-
tations by a barn preservation
expert and a representative
from the Junior Farmer’s As-
sociation on Century Farms.
Social and snacks 5:30pm.
Presentations 6pm. Hosted by
the South Huron Municipal
Heritage Advisory Commit-
tee.

TUES., JUNE 9 1:30 PM-
Wilberforce Rocks the
Park. Market Street Park,
Lucan. Bring lawn chairs and
umbrellas. Hosted by the Wil-
berforce Concert Band.

WED JUNE 10TH 7 PM
TO 8PM. - Open House Put
on those flat soled shoes and
come on over to the Exeter
Lawn Bowling Club at 298
Main St. S. in downtown Ex-
eter and Give Bowls a Try.
Ages 8 and older welcome.

JUNE 10 - 5:30PM-7:30PM,
- Come enjoy & protect na-
ture! Hay Swamp Stewards is
a new volunteer group work-
ing to preserve and enhance
habitat in Hay Swamp. We
plant natives, manage inva-
sives, conduct citizen science
and more, all while enjoying
time spent in the great out-
doors! Everyone is welcome
- no previous experience re-
quired. Sessions will be held
starting on May 20. Every
second Wednesday, Meet on
Parr Line, just a bit north of

' Community Health Centre

MacDonald Rd. For more in-
formation, please visit https://
www.hayswampstewards.ca

JUNE 13 - Ailsa Craig Unit-
ed Church raffle to raise
money for a new furnace.
Draw date Tickets $5 each
or 5 for $20. Etransfer acu-
nitedfundraising@execulink.
com & send a picture of the
transfer to 519-671-2988 and
receive back a picture of your
tickets.

SAT., JUNE 13 11AM-3PM
- Ailsa Craig Fun Day. Li-
ons Quest Youth invites you
to: Ailsa Craig Fun Day, Sat.,
June 13. . Ailsa Craig Ball Di-
amond, 139 Ana Ada Shipley
St. Free Family event.

SUN, JUNE 14 - 10AM-2PM
- Car Show at Grand Bend
Legion.. Cars start rolling at:
7:30am. BBQ onsite; 50/50
draw; door prizes. Bring your
ride, bring your friends and
enjoy a great day! Car entry
fee: min. donation of $10.

JUNE 13 & 14 ‘The Way
Back’ - Join us for a fun after-
noon on June 13 and 14 -2pm
with an original production
featuring our Creative Arts
Youth crew. ‘The Way Back
. The Truth will always lead
you home.” A theatrical pro-
duction. Centralia Faith Tab-
ernacle, 140 Victoria Drive,
Centralia. Stay after perfor-
mance for treats and some
family fun.

TUES., JUNE 16 - 7PM -
Enjoy live jazz & soulful can-
dlelight reflection. The Nevin
Campbell Trio. Jazz Vespers.
All ages event. 25 Main St.,
Grand Bend.

THURS., JUNE 18 4-7PM
- 5th Strawberry Social.
Good Neighbours of Bluewa-
ter presents Sth Strawberry
Social. Thurs., June 18 -4-
7pm. Entertainment by the
Bayfield Ukulele Society. St.
Peter’s Lutheran Church, 22
Goshen Line S. Zurich.

JUNE 20 - Exeter Town-
wide Yard Sale. Exeter.
Great deals on collectibles,
treasures and other good stuff
at Exeter’s town-wide yard
sale.

SAT, JUNE 20 - White
Squirrel Cares Foundation.
Rock the Range. Newfound-
land Kitchen Party Edition.
White Squirrel Golf Club.
Music by: Off the Rock Can-
ada’s Great Big Sea Tribute.
In support of Magnetic Mo-
ments Campaign.

SUN, JUNE 21 - 10 AM.
Charity Fun Competetion.
Participants can try their
hand at rifle, handgun, skeet,
and trap events — all while

supporting SafePet Ontario,
an organization that helps
pets stay safe. Fee $40.00 For
all Four Events. One Event
$10.00 CLAYBIRD GUN
CLUB 71363 Ausable Line,
Bluewater  (Exeter), ON.
Prizes: Proceeds to Safe Pet
Ontario Lean more: safepet.
ca Contact: Doug Moore 519-
264-3101 Check out our web-
site: www.claybird.ca

JUNE 27 - 10AM - 2PM.
Show & Shine. Car Show.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 540, 136 Market
Street, Lucan. BBQ and re-
freshments.

SAT, JUNE 27 3PM Fund-
raiser for Raquel Murray.
Port Franks Community Cen-
tre. Sat., June 27 - 3pm. Wear
your pink! Family friend out-
door fundraiser event with
food, music and games for
the children and families. For
info: llattard@gmail.com

SUN, JUNE 28 - 2-4 P.M. -
Crystal Gage and Ryan St
Denis, Country and West-
ern. Zion United Church, 6
Victoria Ave W, Crediton.
$25.00/person call Ruth 519-
234-6035 or Joan 519-237-
3806

SUNDAY, JUNE 28 - 2-4
P.M. - Crystal Gage and
Ryan St Denis, Country
and Western. Zion United
Church, 6 Victoria Ave W,
Crediton. $25.00/person call
Ruth 519-234-6035 or Joan
519-237-3806

KIRKTON LIBRARY
BRANCH -  kirktonli-
brary@huroncounty.ca -
519-229-8854

WEDNESDAY JUNE
10TH, 4PM-5PM Crafter-
noons (ages 6-12)

EXETER LIBRARY
BRANCH - exeterlibrary@
huroncounty.ca - 519-235-
1890

THURSDAY JUNE 11TH,
10:30-11:30AM Craft and
Connect (formerly Crochet
for a Cause)

519-262-3140

WEDNESDAY, JUNE
17TH 3:30-4:30PM Art Club
(ages 10+)

JULY

SUNDAY, JULY 5 10AM
- Big Brothers Big Sisters
of South Huron & South
Bruce North Huron pres-
ents Golf Fore Kids’ Sake
2026.shotgun start. White
Squirrel Golf Course, 72538
Bluewater Highway, Zurich.
For more info contact Angie
Steckle. angie.steckle@big-
brothersbigsisters.ca

WED JULY 8TH, 6:30 -
Huron Apothocary/Home
Hardware Open Pairs Tour-
nament. $20 per player Reg-
ister at ExeterLBC.tourna-
ments@gmail.com

JULY 20 TO 24, 9AM-
12PM - Vacation Bible
School. Join us this Summer
for our Emerald Crossing Va-
cation Bible School at Zion
Lutheran Dashwood! VBS
will be from July 20th-July
24th, from 9am-Noon. Chil-
dren going into kindergar-
ten up to children going into
grade 6 are all welcome. We
look forward to seeing you
all there! Registration Link:
https://vbsmate.com/events/
ziondashwood/31803

AUGUST

AUGUST 8 & 9 Co-ed
mixed recreational slo-pitch
tournament sponsored by
the Kirkton-Woodham Opti-
mists. Family-friendly event.
Contact Helen 519-301-6099.

WED AUGUST 5TH, 6:30
Syfilco Open Pairs Tourna-
ment. $20 per player Register
at ExeterLBC.tournaments@
gmail.com

THANKYOU

§ Ulch %

Thank you to our family and friends for all the
gifts, food, cards, phone calls, texts and visits
following my fall and hip surgery.

To the Nursing Staff and the Physio gals at St.
Marys Memorial Hospital, thank you for your
patience and kindness and being firm with me
so | would get walking again.

JohnUich é§
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

OFFICE SUPPLIES B SIDING / EAVES / METAL CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
& SERVICES ROOFING PRODUCTS CLEANING

otfice

SOLUTIONSE

519.235.1840
info@shos.ca

shop.shos.ca
92 Main St. S. Exeter

LAWN CARE & FINANCIAL AUTO GLASS
AUCTIONEER MAINTENANCE SOLUTIONS & CARE

TRUE TROUGH
Seamless Eavéstroughing

Siding - Soffit - Fascia
Asphalt - Steel - Flat Roofing
Windows - Doors - Decks

TREVOR TRUEMNER
Hensall,Ontario

Cell: 519-671-6117

Email: truetrough@gmail.com

I)etricn
VIR
Peucss

For all your building needs

519-294-6940

35665 Salem road, Parkhill

]ACDB

AUCTIONS

Estate * Farm ¢ Real Estate
“Our Place Or Yours”

David & Doug Jacob

5 19-348-9896

Jacobauctlons com

DRAINAGE HYDRO WESTERN APPAREL &
SOLUTIONS EXCAVATION KENNELS

& Lawn mowing & reseeding

& Stone Work & Junk removal

& Aggregate/mulch delivery and installs
¥ Firewood sales and delivery

=, Yard leveling & rough grading

@ Wet yard & water drainage solutions
& Driveway rebuilding & regrading

& Gravel parking areas & laneways

@ Shed, hot tub & patio base preparation
2 Brush clearing & property clean up

A full service landscape
company servicing
Huron County

JARED'S (519) 494-7624

LAWN CARE

Solutons roup
# Established 1952 «

425 Main St, Exeter
39 Ontario Rd, Mitchell
519-235-2740
ge.financial@sunlife.com

FABRIC MASTER

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

519-228-6051

WE DO THEM ALL - BIG OR SMALL

* CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

* TRUCKMOUNT STEAM CLEANING

* WATER EXTRACTION

* DRYER & DEHUMIDIFIER RENTALS

* HOME, BUSINESS, RV, BOAT & AUTOS

WE USE ONLY ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
PRODI.IC‘I'S

Les MagDonald Installations

Office: (519)-235-1829
Mobile: (226)-268-4492

79 Victoria St. W. Exeter, ON

CONSTRUCTION zova
ROOFING SYSTEMS
JIM BECKER

TILCOR
DAN BECKER
« 519-237-3526

Jb JIM BECKER
* 519-871-4907
jjidiblelclke]i@]hlalyAnlejt

PARKER

I_ I T E D
“Quality, Experience & Service.”

Drainage Solutions

* Backhoe/Excavating Work
* Septic Design & Installation
* Soil Erosion Contractor

Gall Wayne Coelk
B19=286=1/390

EN\."IRDNMENTAL

- Hydro Excavating
- Sewer Cleaning
- CCTV Video Inspection

Cathy Cook ¢ 519-236-7401

COMPUTER SALES
& SERVICE PAINTING CUSTOM WORKS

all things Compute

Since 1997
519-235-2136 lrvcomputing.com

GLAVIN

PAINTING

MARTY GLAVIN <, 519.808.0556

X

glavinpainting@gmail.com Interior Painting by Marty Glavin

« Custom 3x4 baling

« Able to cut to 44 mm

« Acid available

» Mowing and merging available

CARALOT *WESTERNWEAR, DESIGNER

EEE?E&% &WEDDING APPAREL
e Saptian *BOOTS - Work & Western

hurs.-Fri.sat.*ART, JEWELLERY, GIFTS

9:30am-5pm *TACK SHOP

OKIOK KENNEL & CATTERY

* Siberian Huskies For Sale f&

* Boarding All Breeds Gpen &
* Dog Food For Sale “

35619 Salem Rd. Parkhlll

Between Corbett & Mt. Carmel
519.294.0494

1. United States and Canada
2. Woodstock

3. Harper Lee

4. Saturn

5. El Salvador

6. Green Card

7.2001

8. Alphabet Inc.(Google)

9. Sean Connery

10. American Israel Public
Affairs Committee
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PHOTO QUIZ ANSWER

Double-crested
Cormorant
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Support the local
businesses that keep
your community and its
newspapers thriving.

ADVERTISE
Al LOCAL

Canada

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE AT

GRANTHAVEN.COM




Exeter Examiner

Thursday, June 4, 2026 Y

CLASSIFIED

QFSTAC??J,.-

Ariagiag Commaailiel Tageer

THURSDAY APRIL 16
THURSDAY MAY 21
THURSDAY JUNE 18

;‘»’&G @] %% Active Living through Social, Cultural, Learning and Recreational Program

FB @WestCoastActivelLiving - Email wcal@hay.net

WELLNESS AND ACTIVE
LIVING FAIR - JUNE 10

South Huron Recreation Centre
STARTING AT 9:30AM - WITH TAI CHI

DISCOVER SERVICES: HP-OHT, SHHA, GBDHC, Gateway,
Sunset Foundation, SH Fire Department
LEARN: Diabetes Care, Community Safety And Well

TAI CHI in Exeter
2nd & 4th Thursday of the Month
Free of charge! Donations accepted.

South Huron District High School
(Small Gym)

DOORS OPEN & PM

BINGO START 7 PM Automatic Defibrillators

WCALE@HAY.NET

TICKETS: $5

Being, Huron OPP, Better Use Of iPads, Tablets and

CELEBRATE SENIORS: Noon Sandwiches
ENTERTAINMENT: SH Ukelele

519-630-2819

92 Gidley Street, E, Exeter

CONFIRM PRESENCE WITH ROSALYN BY
RMFAST@GMAIL.COM

EXPERIENGE LR
EXETER BIA

CLASSIFIED ADS

WANTED TO BUY

All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free
appraisals.Are you downsizing or need an estate clean out? We can help. We are at the Pinery Market at

Grand Bend every Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

THE EXETER EXAMINER IS AVAILABLE
THROUGHOUT OUR COMMUNITIES!

Interested in becoming an Exeter Examiner pick up location?
Contact Deb Lord for more information.

Deb Lord, Sales Rep
519-520-5366 - deb@granthaven.com

el

Scan to read online

EXETER

1 BDRM APARTMENT in House
Main Level / 5 steps from grade, 6 appliances, all inclusive utilities (Hydro, Heat / A/C,
water, wastewater & internet) Contracted driveway snow removal and grass cutting/
trimming. Softened water, Purified drinking water system (you do NOT need to buy any
bottled water!) Continuous/unlimited hot water supply.
Full or partial furnishings may be negotiated or possibly included.
In very clean, well maintained older individual House.

Newly renovated including new kitchen & bathroom cabinetry & fixtures. Short walk to
3 schools, hospital, 2 medical clinics, 2 dental clinics, optometrist, library, post office,
municipal office, Service Ontario, 2 variety stores, 2 banks, several restaurants, laundro-
mat, grocery store, & much, much more in our lovely downtown.
ABSOLUTELY NO PETS OR SMOKING ON ENTIRE PROPERTY!

1 parking space with guest parking available.

1 year Lease with full 1st & last month in advance.

Require 3 strong references (previous Landlord’s preferred; NO family or friends)

2 VERY nice 1 bdrm, all inclusive units available.

Must be seen to appreciate! Great for Seniors!

#1 @ $1,900/month, all inclusive. Available immediately.

#2 @ $2,000/month, all inclusive. Available immediately.

Call: 519-235-4543

& ask for Mark or Leave a Message.

Overheard
At MeCore

Brought toyou by: = McDonald's

Grand Bend, 75 Main Street East « 519-238-6991 Exeter, 261 Main Street Northe 519-235-4227

“I could coach
the Toronto
Maple Leafs for
$100,000 and do have a great

a better job!” | personality.”
- O Ny —
|

“My summer
body is
looking like I

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others?
Either email them to us at info@exeterexaminer.com with the title
"Overheard at McCafe" or call 519.655.2341.

White
Squirrel
Watch

PHOTO COLLEEN
REYMER

COLLEEN SPOTTED THIS WHITE
SQUIRREL IN MCNAUGHTON
PARKIN EXETER

“@eeeeres

Nominate your White Squirrel sightings by emailing
info@exeterexaminer.com

~
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reopening!

The first 300 people on Thursday, June 11th
get a $10 Sobeys gift card.

Doors open at 8am

Sobeys
Grand Bend

55 Main
Street East




