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The Region of Waterloo is reviewing its 
Wilmot water-taking policy, first created in 
1980 and updated in 1984, which governs 
how water from wells in Wilmot Township 
can be used.

Wilmot’s main wells, which serve Baden 
and New Hamburg, have enough supply to 
support local growth through 2051. They can 
also provide about 30 litres per second of ad-
ditional water to the Mannheim service area, 
where the region is currently facing capacity 
constraints.

“Transferring some of that water would not 
jeopardize the current or future water supply 
for the remaining areas of Wilmot Township,” 
said Geoff Moroz, manager of hydrogeology 
and source water programs for the Region of 
Waterloo. “This would help the Mannheim 
service area capacity constraint that we have 
today.”

Moroz said provincially required testing 
shows the Wilmot aquifer contains a large 
supply of water and can be pumped at high 
levels without being depleted.

The region is permitted by the province to 
take up to 150 litres per second, and long-term 
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Wilmot Township homeowners will 
see a 9.1 per-cent hike on their tax bills 
in 2026.

The increase will amount to approx-
imately $217 per year for the average 
homeowner. With the increased water 
and wastewater rates factored in, the total 

impact sits just under $300. 
Members of council peppered Mayor 

Natasha Salonen and staff with questions 
during a meeting that stretched past five 
hours on Monday night. Before the meet-
ing started, the taxpayer was on the hook 
for a 9.7 per-cent hit.

The budget was tabled on Jan. 9 by 
Salonen as part of her strong mayor re-
sponsibilities. A press release said the 

document was developed with a collab-
orative approach “with township staff, 
council and financial experts from KPMG 
following a comprehensive review of his-
torical spending and financial data.”

Salonen hired the consulting firm to 
develop the budget and a long-term fi-
nancial plan. Council introduced sev-
eral amendments during the process, 
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Continued on page 2 Continued on page 3

Wilmot council debates detailed 2026 budget release
Hours of questions and debate result in small decrease in tax levy

Wilmot’s water 
may offer relief 
for Mannheim 
service area 
water capacity 
constraint
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Rose Marie Osbourne captured this frost-covered landscape while driving through Wilmot Township Feb. 5 and shared it to the Show 
Us Your Wilmot Facebook page.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF SHOW US YOUR WILMOT)
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Wilmot homeowners face 9.1% tax increase in 2026 budget
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including a reduction to the mayor and 
council’s development, conferences and 
events budget, which had increased to 
$43,000 from just under $18,000 in 2025. 
It was finalized at $25,000.

Salonen pledged her intent not to veto 
any council amendments at the end of the 
meeting.

“The 2026 budget right-sizes funding for 
essential municipal services while support-
ing major infrastructure upgrades, com-
munity facility improvements, road-safety 
initiatives and ongoing modernization ef-
forts,” said a township press release.

Capital investments include replacing 
the HVAC system at the Wilmot Recreation 
Complex Aquatics Centre, advancing traf-
ficcalming initiatives and renovations at 
the St. Agatha Community Centre.

Salonen said the budget reflects a fun-
damental shift in how Wilmot plans for its 
future. 

“For the first time this term, council 
and the community had the opportunity 
to provide input before a draft budget was 
created. We brought in external expertise, 

implemented zero-based budgeting and 
are now undertaking long-term financial 
planning.”

She said her goal was to make respon-
sible decisions today that ensure stability, 
transparency and resilience for the town-
ship tomorrow.

Once the dust had settled, the Gazette 
heard from several councillors who gave 
their thoughts on the township’s first 
strong mayor powers budget.

Coun. Lillianne Dunstall said the pro-
cess was disappointing, and with the may-
or holding veto authority, it was ultimately 
her budget.

“My main concern remains the classifi-
cation of more than $500,000 that I believe 
should have been treated as operation-
al spending but was placed in the capital 
budget.”

Dunstall raised the issue during the 
meeting and was advised that these items 
could be placed under capital. She said 
while that may be permissible, it does not 
change the message delivered to residents.

“Council consistently communi-
cated that the capital levy was about 

infrastructure. When more than half of that 
levy is directed to non-infrastructure items 
such as studies, surveys and training, resi-
dents deserve to know that.”

She added her concern is about trans-
parency and ensuring constituents clearly 
understand how their tax dollars are being 
used.

Coun. Kris Wilkinson said strong mayor 
powers change how budgets are passed, 
but they do not change the public’s right to 
transparency or council’s responsibility to 
take a deep dive into the numbers. 

“This process has resulted in less infor-
mation being shared publicly. That un-
dermines accountability and needs to be 
corrected.”

Salonen defended the process, saying all 
elected officials had plenty of opportunity 
to get involved.

“Council has had full access to the first 
draft of the budget since Dec. 19 and had 
the opportunity to review all line-by-line 
details with staff. The budget document 
that was provided to the public on Jan. 
9 followed municipal best practices by 
clearly linking spending to priorities and 
funding sources.”          

She added a budget is only one part of fi-
nancial transparency, and with a new trea-
surer on staff, regular reporting on actuals, 
variances and other key financial informa-
tion will be provided to council and the 
public to strengthen financial oversight.

Coun. Harvir Sidhu was also disappointed 

with this year’s budget process. 
“The use of strong mayor powers signifi-

cantly limited council’s ability to mean-
ingfully contribute, and I’m not satisfied 
with the outcome. I would have liked to 
see greater investment in core community 
infrastructure alongside a more deliberate 
and visible effort to control costs.”

He is hoping there will be greater trans-
parency in how the budget is developed 
going forward.

“I hope there will be a renewed focus on 
being respectful of taxpayers’ hard-earned 
dollars.”

Coun. Steven Martin had more of a pos-
itive outlook on the budget, but admitted 
it was unique as a result of strong mayor 
powers. 

“This budget process has been a differ-
ent one since it is a strong mayor’s bud-
get.  In September, Coun. Dunstall and I 
held a town hall meeting, inviting com-
munity participation.  On Dec. 30, Coun. 
Cressman and I met with the mayor, CAO 
and interim director of finance to discuss 
the budget before it went public.  There 
were opportunities to give feedback.”

He added the process was mandated by 
the province and the township did its best 
to collaborate.

“I believe that the current budget is an 
attempt give accurate reporting and work 
on our plan from last year to build up 
reserves.”

Coun. Stewart Cressman did not respond.

Continued from page 1
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testing at or near that level has shown the 
system remains stable.

Moroz said Wilmot has enough water to 
support its own growth while also help-
ing relieve the Mannheim shortage, and 
that modern science and regional planning 
make the process safer and more reliable 
than when the policy was written more 
than 40 years ago.

Wilmot Mayor Natasha Salonen sup-
ports using surplus water in the short term 
but is asking council to slow the process, 
increase transparency and avoid making 
permanent decisions until the science is 
complete.

“I’m asking council to temporarily sus-
pend the 1980 Wilmot water-taking policy, 
rather than revoke it, until the region’s new 
water supply strategy is completed and 
presented to regional council in 2027,” 

Salonen said.
“I appreciate what staff want to do, and 

being able to use what they’re identifying 
as surplus water short term,” she added. 
“My council is also okay with that, but 
we don’t want to just blanket say yes. We 
want reporting to both us and the public.”

While regional staff said extensive mon-
itoring and safeguards are already in place, 
Salonen said more clarity is needed to pro-
tect Wilmot residents. She outlined six 
conditions she wants addressed, including 
public reporting on any water taken, pro-
tection for private wells, creeks and farm-
land, a clear definition of surplus water, 
and proof that Wilmot’s own growth will 
not be affected.

Salonen’s request was deferred to the 
next council meeting for further clarifica-
tion and refinement.

Continued from page 1

Region considers using 
Wilmot surplus water 
to address Mannheim 
constraints
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More than 20 delegations addressed councillors and 
staff at the Region of Waterloo’s Feb. 10 sustainability, 
infrastructure and development committee meeting over 
the Mannheim Service Area water capacity constraint.

Regional Coun. Berry Vrbanovic introduced a motion 
directing staff to work with area municipalities to use up 
to 50 per cent of projected new water capacity coming 
online within the next five years to support development 
approvals. The motion would allow municipalities to con-
tinue processing and approving development applications 
deemed complete before Dec. 4, 2025.

Local construction businesses, committees and industry 
associations urged council to approve the motion and im-
prove communication around the region’s water capacity 
challenges.

Builders and developers told regional council that a lack 
of clear information remains a core concern, and they are 
seeking detailed guidance on how development applica-
tions will be processed.

Mark Melo, president of IN4Structure Ltd., highlighted 

the impact of the water capacity constraints on the re-
gion’s $1-billion construction industry. He said early en-
gagement with contractors and stakeholders, alignment of 
growth forecasts with construction timelines, and use of 
governance tools under Bill 60 are needed to ensure effi-
cient and responsible infrastructure delivery.

“Respectfully, I'm asking this committee to prioritize 
predictable, long-term infrastructure funding, engage 
contractors and stakeholders early on, align growth fore-
casts with real construction timelines, and explore policy 
and governance tools that help accelerate delivery,” Melo 
told councillors.

He said workers and their families across the region de-
pend on stable, predictable employment and the uncer-
tainty is being felt well beyond the construction sector.

“Infrastructure investment isn't glamorous,” Melo said. 
“It's not a ribbon-cutting or a photo opportunity, but when 
you drive past a fire hydrant or a manhole lid, that's not 
just metal on the ground. That's the lifeline of this region. 
That's what keeps homes safe, businesses operating and 
growth possible.”

Larry Masseo, policy adviser with the Waterloo Region 
Home Builders’ Association, echoed those concerns and 

said freezing development approvals could slow econom-
ic growth and put jobs at risk.

Melissa Durrell, executive officer with Durrell 
Communications, speaking on behalf of Build Urban, 
said the development freeze is already affecting the re-
gion’s economy. She cited delayed or cancelled projects 
including a 300,000-square-foot space and a $500-million 
advanced manufacturing facility, which she said represent 
more than $1 billion in lost investment and hundreds of 
jobs.

“We're seeing firsthand how the development freeze is 
affecting the broader employment landscape,” Durrell 
told council. “Projects rely on years of relationship-build-
ing with lenders, investors and capital partners to secure 
financing. When confidence in the region weakens, cap-
ital moves to more predictable markets and local job op-
portunities are lost.”

Vrbanovic’s motion on water capacity constraint solu-
tions was referred to regional council and is scheduled to 
be considered at the Feb. 25 meeting.

Developers urge region to ease water capacity freeze at regional committee meeting
AMANDA NELSON

Gazette Reporter

Keep your dollars in Canada 
to strengthen communities and 
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your local newspaper.
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196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

2026 CALENDARS ARE 
ON SALE NOW

OPTI-CASH CALENDAR DRAW
Jan. 25 Andrew & Danielle Listman, Calgary . $50.00
Jan. 26 Karen Wiley, St. Marys  . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 27 Garry Hill, St. Pauls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 28 Greg Luyton, St. Marys . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 29 Pippa Nyenhuis, St. Pauls . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 30 J. Iarocci, Perth South . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 31 Janette Priestap, Stratford . . . . . . . . $200.00
Feb. 1 Ann Knowles, Stratford . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Feb. 2 Nicole Scheuermann, Woodstock . . . . $50.00
Feb. 3 Cliff & Sandra Wilson, St. Marys . . . . . $50.00
Feb. 4 Scott Abercrombie, St. Marys . . . . . . . $50.00
Feb. 5 Stephen Bender, St. Marys  . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Feb. 6 Mark Van Nes, St. Pauls  . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Feb. 7 Lana Langlois, Bowmanville  . . . . . . . $200.00

Optimist Club of 
Downie Inc.
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If all goes according to plan, East Zorra-
Tavistock (EZT) will approve its 2026 
budget on April 1.

Township CAO Karen DePrest gave 
council a report at its Feb. 4 meeting and 
explained Mayor Phil Schaefer chose not 
to utilize his strong mayor powers to table 
a budget himself.

“The strong mayor deadline was Feb. 1. 
As he had already committed, he had dele-
gated the plan for us to do a council budget 
so council would oversee the process.”

She added Schaefer has been an active 
participant in the budget’s development.

“He sat alongside senior staff a week 
ago just to go through how we bring the 
budget document together. We are going to 
have another discussion about the capital 
budget, but this report is strictly to demon-
strate the timelines and to put it out to the 

public.”
DePrest said she will present the draft 

document to council at the regular meeting 
on March 4 at 9 a.m. 

“We are proposing a special meeting of 
council to be held on Tuesday, March 10, 
at 9 a.m. in council chambers to allow us 
to do a working session as we have in the 
past, going over each department one by 
one.”

A public meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, March 18, at 7 p.m., allowing 
residents to speak to council. The budget 
bylaw is expected to be presented for ap-
proval at the regular council meeting on 
April 1.

Schaefer said he appreciated having 
an active role in the development of the 
document.

“We’ve done the operating budget por-
tion and will be finishing with the capital 
later today. I found it a very worthwhile 
exercise to be involved from that point. 

Just like other years, this is a budget that is 
built from the ground up, and council will 
have the ability to provide input.”

He is also hoping members of the public 
will provide input on what they would like 
to see in the 2026 budget.

“The public meeting and budget sched-
ule will be advertised on our social me-
dia. The dates indicated in the council re-
port … will be added to our budget page 
on the website. The draft budget will be 
posted on the EZT website on March 6.”

There were no delegations from the pub-
lic during last year’s deliberations, but the 
township did not advertise the meeting.

Anyone looking to make verbal or writ-
ten comments should contact EZT clerk 
Meaghan Vader before March 10 at 4:30 
p.m. for inclusion at the March 18 meeting.

“Letting us know ahead of time with the 
nature of their comments is helpful for 
staff to be prepared to provide necessary 
context or more information if needed, but 

it is not required that they register. Anyone 
who shows up will be allowed to partici-
pate by providing their comments or ques-
tions to council during the public-meeting 
portion of the meeting,” the mayor added.

In keeping with the township’s adopt-
ed approach to capital planning, the five-
year capital forecast now reflects projects 
planned from 2026 to 2030. 

“The team also thinks it would be pru-
dent to continue to have a separate, ded-
icated special meeting of council,” said 
DePrest’s report to council.

“Staff will also be doing a comparison 
review of the township’s user fee sched-
ule as part of this year’s budget during 
February. Recommended additions/dele-
tions or adjustments to the fee schedule 
will be included in the March 4 update. 
Any fee changes will come into effect on 
July 1 to give adequate notice to all users,” 
it added.

East Zorra-Tavistock budget timeline announced
Ratepayers have an opportunity to have their say
LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter



6 Thursday, February 12, 2026 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
(WRPS) could soon be permitted to install 
CCTV cameras on municipal property in 
Wilmot Township following direction giv-
en to staff at Wilmot council’s Feb. 2 com-
mittee of the whole meeting.

Council directed staff to bring forward a 
bylaw that would authorize the Township 
of Wilmot to enter into an agreement with 
the WRPS for the installation and opera-
tion of CCTV cameras and related infra-
structure for law-enforcement purposes, 
including public safety, crime prevention 
and evidence collection.

“The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
intends to access video footage from their 
own CCTV cameras to support the re-
duction of crime and create public safety, 
improve quality of evidence for criminal 
investigations, and to extend the front-of-
line and investigative resources for the 
police service,” Wilmot director of com-
munity services Christ Catania said. “The 
Waterloo Regional Police Service has ap-
proached various municipalities that make 
up the region to implement video-camera 
capacity to support the frontline operations 
and improve investigative outcomes.” 

The direction follows a report from com-
munity services staff outlining WRPS’ 

regional CCTV initiative, which is being 
rolled out across municipalities in the re-
gion after the police service secured pro-
vincial funding through a Ministry of the 
Solicitor General grant program. WRPS 
received matching provincial funding in 
2025 after applying for support to expand 
its use of fixed surveillance technology.

If approved by council, the agreement 
would allow WRPS to install cameras on 
township-owned or operated infrastructure 
such as light poles along roadways. The 
cameras would be used to support front-
line policing, improve investigative out-
comes and reduce crime while balancing 
public safety with privacy considerations.

According to WRPS Insp. Jarrett Brown 
of the police service’s innovation and 
modernization unit, the potential use of 
CCTV cameras on municipal property is 
part of a broader, collaborative community 
safety approach. 

“The request for permission to install 
cameras is intended to support policing 
and community safety in large geographic 
and rural areas,” Brown told the Gazette. 
“Strategically placed cameras on town-
ship property can improve public safety 
by assisting with investigative outcomes, 
support identification of vehicles or in-
dividuals involved in serious crimes, en-
hance situational awareness during major 
incidents and serve as a crime prevention 

and deterrence strategy.
“Proposed camera locations are identi-

fied through an evidence-based process. 
WRPS reviews multiple years of crime 
data and citizen-generated calls for service, 
with particular attention to patterns related 
to violent crime and repeat victimization. 
This analysis is used to identify locations 
where cameras may have the greatest pub-
lic safety and investigative value. By part-
nering with townships and municipalities, 
WRPS can leverage existing infrastructure 
to install the cameras.”

Brown said privacy considerations are 
a central component of the program. The 
report by township staff states WRPS has 
completed a Privacy Impact Assessment 
and would be required to comply with the 
Municipal Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act. Video footage 
would be retained for 30 days unless re-
quired for an active investigation, and 
stored using encrypted, cloud-based sys-
tems compatible with WRPS’ digital ev-
idence management platform. Access to 
footage would be audited and restricted.

“On one hand … I am in favour of obvi-
ously assisting the police through investi-
gations and making sure they have access 
to the information that they need and in a 
timely manner; and obviously, video sur-
veillance can help in that matter,” said 
Coun. Kris Wilkinson. “At the same time, 
in terms of keeping in mind privacy and 
people’s rights to it, I don’t know how I 
feel about endorsing this. So … I will take 
a wait-and-see approach, I guess, to see 
what the final (bylaw and agreement) will 
look like.”

According to the report, the proposed 
system would include a mix of camera 
types, including pan-tilt-zoom cameras, 
fixed “bullet” cameras and quad cameras. 
Some cameras would be used as automatic 
licence plate readers at key entry and exit 
points into the region, while others would 
be installed at traffic intersections or in ar-
eas identified as crime “hotspots” through 
WRPS data analysis. Cameras would not 
be used for speed enforcement.

“There are regional pieces to this as well 
like regional roads, provincial Highway 
7/8 as well,” Catania said. “Ultimately, 
they’re going around to the lower-tier mu-
nicipalities to get … some endorsement 
because as much as they can put these 
cameras up potentially at regional inter-
sections, I think it could be problematic for 

local municipalities if they don’t under-
stand why this is happening if they don’t 
have their endorsement from council first. 

“So, they’re … trying to engage with the 
local municipalities first before they go 
ahead with any of these programs. I think 
at this point, their analysis would suggest 
they’d be looking at certain key areas that 
might warrant an installation of a camera. 
Based on this program … you’d see more 
cameras, probably, in the bigger cities than 
you would in the lower-tier townships. I 
don’t see a big influx in CCTV cameras 
(in Wilmot) at this point based on the grant 
funding they’re receiving.”

Cameras would be powered using ex-
isting streetlight infrastructure and ac-
cessed through WRPS’ real-time oper-
ations centre. While the system would 
have live-monitoring capabilities, cam-
eras would not be routinely monitored in 
real time except during major incidents. 
Access would be limited to a small num-
ber of authorized WRPS personnel.

The township would retain oversight 
through the agreement, including review-
ing WRPS privacy documentation and 
receiving notice of proposed camera lo-
cations. While cameras would be installed 
on municipal property, ownership, main-
tenance, repair and liability would remain 
the responsibility of WRPS, with no cost 
to the township. 

The township, Catania explained, would 
retain the ability to opt out of the agree-
ment to allow cameras on municipal prop-
erties at any time with 60 days notice. In 
response to a question from Coun. Stewart 
Cressman about whether the police service 
would share data about when the camer-
as are used and how successful they are 
in assisting police, Catania said he would 
take that question back to WRPS for more 
information.

As part of the rollout, WRPS has al-
ready held public consultation meet-
ings and plans to post a map identifying 
CCTV camera locations on its website. 
Any agreement with Wilmot would align 
with provincial guidelines issued by the 
Information and Privacy Commissioner 
of Ontario regarding video surveillance by 
public institutions.

Staff will return to council with a bylaw 
and finalized agreement for consideration 
at a future meeting.

Wilmot Township staff to draft bylaw allowing 
WRPS cameras on municipal property
GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor

519-669-2090 
mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org
mikeharrismpp.ca

FREE 
FAMILY DAY 

SKATE

Bill Gies Recreation Centre 
1401 Queens Bush Road, Wellesley 

1:00pm - 2:00pm

St. Clements Arena 
1 Green Street, St. Clements 

1:30pm - 3:00pm

    Woolwich Memorial Centre 
24 Snyder Avenue S, Elmira 

9:30am - 11:30am

Wilmot Recreation Complex 
1291 Nafziger Road, Baden 

11:00am - 12:00pm

Monday, February 16, 2026

HAVE A STORY IDEA?
SEND IT TO OUR EDITOR 

GALEN SIMMONS AT 
GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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FEBRUARY 17, 2026
4:30 - 7:00 P.M.

PANCAKE
SUPPER

ADULTS $25
CHILDREN 6-12 - $12

CHILDREN 5 & UNDER - FREE

COME JOIN IN FOR A

TAVISTOCK LEGION
223 Hope St W, TavistockANSWERS FOUND ON 

THE CLASSIFIED PAGE
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

The year 2026 is shaping up to be a mile-
stone one for the Tavistock Optimist Club 
as members celebrate the organization’s 
50th anniversary with an ambitious com-
munity park-improvement project.

Founded in 1976, the Tavistock Optimist 
Club is marking its golden anniversary by 
expanding its park pavilion and install-
ing a new ballpark lighting system at the 
club’s 11-acre park on the western edge of 
Tavistock. Club members say the upgrades 
are aimed at enhancing community events, 
improving safety for youth sports and cre-
ating an even more welcoming space for 
family gatherings.

All work on the project will involve lo-
cal contractors and businesses, keeping la-
bour and investment within the communi-
ty. The club hopes the improvements will 
serve residents for decades to come.

The Tavistock Optimist Club currently 
has 94 members ranging in age from their 
mid-20s to mid-80s, making it one of the 
largest Optimist clubs in the region. Eight 
charter members who helped establish the 
club half a century ago remain actively in-
volved today.

Plans for the pavilion include a 
1,600-square-foot addition attached to 
the northwest side of the existing struc-
ture. Once completed, the expanded space 
will better accommodate tournaments, 

celebrations and community gatherings 
throughout the year. The addition of mod-
ern ballpark lighting will also allow for 
safer evening activities and extended use 
of the park.

To support the $200,000 fundraising 
goal for the project, the club has planned 
a series of events throughout the year. A 
fundraising kickoff concert is scheduled 
for Saturday, June 6, featuring the popular 

Highway 21 band. Friday Night Fries will 
also return for June, July and August, con-
tinuing a longtime summer tradition in 
Tavistock.

In addition, club members will orga-
nize a fundraising draw over the sum-
mer with the winning ticket to be drawn 
in September. The Optimists also plan to 
reach out to local businesses, community 
clubs and organizations to help bring the 

project to completion.
Club members say community support 

will be essential to the project’s success 
and encourage residents from both urban 
and rural areas to get involved. More de-
tails about fundraising events and dona-
tion opportunities will be shared through 
the club’s website and in future editions of 
the Gazette.

Tavistock Optimist Club marks 50th anniversary 
with major park-improvement project

Tavistock Optimist Club members helping spearhead the 2026 park-improvement project 
include, from left, Jeff Schwartzentruber, Eugene Bender, Jesse Weicker and Eric Bender.

A concept image shows the planned pavil-
ion expansion and other improvements at 
the Tavistock Optimist Park as part of the 
club’s 50th anniversary community project. 
Various levels of donors will be recognized 
at the park once construction is complete.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)

1.	 What is the highest mountain in Greece?
2.	 What is a wallaby?
3.	 The Tower of London is famously "guarded 

by" which kind of bird?
4.	 What human organ can regenerate itself?
5.	 Who won Album of the Year at the 2026 

Grammy's?
6.	 Who did Anne Hathaway marry in 1582?
7.	 What three headed dog is guardian of the 

underworld?
8.	 Which illegal CIA program from the 

1950s–1970s secretly experimented with 
mind control and psychological manipulation?

9.	 What does NATO stand for?
10.	What does the Latin phrase caveat emptor 

translate to?

Answers found on the classified page
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FREE COFFEE & PASTRY ALL WEEK

FOOD OUTLET AND MORE
Cloverleaf Farms

4-3589 Bleams Road, New Hamburg (Just Off Hwy 7&8 in the McDonalds Plaza)
519-662-9225                                   FOLLOW US ON:

WE’RE SHOWING OUR COMMUNITY L       VE WE’RE SHOWING OUR COMMUNITY L       VE 

F A R M E R S  G O L D     L U M B E R J A C K  P I Z Z A S     
1 L B  G R O U N D  C H I C K E N     S A N D W I C H E S         

P I E  C O M M I S S I O N  B U T T E R  T A R T S     S H R I M P  R I N G S
B O L O G N A     T Y  B A B I E S     A N D  M A N Y  M O R E !  

CLOSED ON 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16

HAPPY FAMILY DAY!!
SAVE $5 on meatballs, fries and chicken. 

Veggies - 2 bags for $10. Seniors save 10%. 

ALL DAILY DEALS 
Everyday Feb 17-22 

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE BUY 1 GET 1 FREE 

Give Your Clothes 
a Second Life.
Donate your gently used 
clothing to support local 
community programs.

Now accepting donations...
41 Heritage Dr, New Hamburg
MCC New Hamburg Thrift Centre

Though a report on policing activities from the Oxford 
OPP’s police services board was included in the agenda 
package for East-Zorra Tavistock’s (EZT) council meet-
ing Feb. 4, there was a notable absence of crime statistics 
from the township.

The Oxford OPP Detachment Board 2 report for the 

period of October to December 2025 contains many sta-
tistics, including the number of patrol hours, and types 
and numbers of police calls, but it doesn’t contain specific 
crime statistics for EZT. The board is made up of repre-
sentatives from the rural townships of EZT, Blandford-
Blenheim, Norwich, Southwest Oxford and Zorra, and 
last year replaced individual boards at each municipality.

“It provides us with a lot of information, which is good, 
but I would characterize most of it as generic, covering 

the larger geographic mass but no real specific data specif-
ic to our municipality,” said Coun. Jeremy Smith. 

“There was a time not too long ago, we could easily 
find, through monthly reports, information specific to 
East Zorra-Tavistock. … Running totals for the month 
and year. I’m just wondering if there’s any way we can 
have township-specific data provided in addition to what 
we’re seeing here?”

Mayor Phil Schaefer flipped the questions over to Coun. 
Matthew Gillespie, EZT's representative on the police 
board.

“I wasn’t available to attend the last meeting. Typically, 
they do send out a township-specific report. I didn’t see 
one in the last package that was circulated to me, but that 
data had been available. As far as I know, the information 
is still available individually.”

Schaefer asked if Gillespie could follow up at the next 
police board meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 18. 

Smith also asked if the board had a full quota of 
members.

“I believe we are still waiting for a provincial appoint-
ment, but I have heard boards going years without (one). 
Other than that, it is at full complement,” said Gillespie.

Police services board report does not include EZT stats
LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

OPEN HOUSES

Sales Representative
Office: 519-273-2821 or Cell: 519-272-7676
Email: mseby@rogers.com 

Sandra Eby Sandra Eby 

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, Ontario N5A 2L2

Welcome to 48 Wellington Street Tavistock located in a quiet neighbourhood and is with 
in a few minute walk to the local public school, park and arena and shopping. If you are 
looking for a 3 bedroom home on a low maintenance yard this might be just what you have 
been looking for. This lovely well kept 3 bedroom two storey home offers a nice size living 
room with sliders to a side yard deck, a spacious eat in kitchen, and a 2 piece bath on the 
main floor. The 2nd level offers 3 good size bedrooms, and a 4 pc bath, and for additional 
living space the basement offers a finished family room, 2 pc bath, laundry room and a 
large cold-room. Also a great feature to this home is the double Exposed Aggregate double 
driveway. Get out of the city and enjoy small town living, this home is within commuting 
distance to the Kitchener Waterloo area, Stratford, Woodstock and London. Whether you 
are a first time home buyer or a family looking for a 3 bedroom home, this is one home you 
do not want to miss viewing. Call today or view at either open house.

NEW LISTING
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 14

1:00-3:00 P.M.
199 LIEBLER STREET 

TAVISTOCK
MLS#X12778842 • $884,900

Dare to dream to own this lovely custom built 2 + 1 bedroom brick  bungalow 
built in 2015 , backing onto farmland.  This stunning home is move in ready 
and offers an open concept main floor with  cathedral ceiling in the living 
room, a spacious eat in kitchen with pantry and sliders to a 3 season 
sunroom- gazebo, and deck and the lovely view  of the farmland. The fully 
finished basement offers a spacious  family room with a gas fireplace great 
for those relaxing evening,  a 3 rd bedroom with a cheater ensuite and walk 
in closet. For the hobbyist or the car person this home offers 2 9 foot garage 
doors, lots of space to store that special car or work shop area.  One added 
bonus to this lovely home is  an extra monthly income from the solar panels. 
This is one home you do not want to miss viewing, be sure to call to view or 
view at the open house on Saturday.

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 14 
10:30-12:00 NOON

Hosted by Lucie Stephens Sales Representative
 SUNDAY FEBRUARY 15

1:00-3:00 P.M.
48 WELLINGTON STREET, 

TAVISTOCK
MLS#X12547948 • $649,900
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519-602-0282
511 Finkle Street Woodstock, ON

 N4V 0C4 CA

B�k a Tour Today!
•  Beautifully landscaped grounds 
•   Daily prepared meals 
•   Bi-weekly housekeeping
•   Community Bus
•   Weekly activities & entertainment
•   Onsite salon
•   Designed for comfort, wellness &

independence at every stage

Why Cedarview?

Live Fu	y at Cedarview
At Cedarview Retirement Living, we believe the best chapters 
are still being written  — a place where purpose, joy, and freedom 
come together so you can live each day fully, on your own terms.
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This was the scene Saturday when an area milk truck missed turning onto the highway 
heading into Tavistock and ended up in a nearby, snow-covered farmer’s field. No injuries 
were reported and there was minimal damage to the truck. Onlookers said it was amazing 
the milk truck was able to stay upright after going through the ditch, across from the en-
trance to Saputo. The truck barely missed a hydro pole and the “Welcome To Tavistock” 
sign.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com
STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 

  PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00. FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, OUR SERVICE DEPT IS NOW OPEN ON SATURDAYS

STRATFORD NISSAN

2026 NISSAN ROGUE S AWD

CONQUER ALL 
CONDITIONS

LEASE 
FROM

FOR 
36 MONTHS
O.A.C0.9%

TAVISTOCK FIRE DEPARTMENT IS HOSTING A 
FREE PUBLIC SKATE ON FAMILY DAY

Monday, February 16th from 10 a.m. -12 noon (new time)
at Tavistock arena

 HOT DOGS, SAPUTO SPONSORED CHEESE STRINGS AND CHOCOLATE MILK FOR THE KIDS 
SPARKY WILL BE THERE TOO!

ALL ARE WELCOME!ALL ARE WELCOME!

Tavistock-area milk truck 
ends up in a snow-covered field 
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Tavistock’s Mike Sullivan is marking a 
milestone few ever forget — the 15th an-
niversary of the heart transplant that gave 
him a second chance at life.

Many in the community remember 
Sullivan as the longtime manager of the 
Tavistock LCBO, a role he held for 26 
years. Fewer may recall the health battle 
that began decades earlier, when he was 
diagnosed in 1995 with idiopathic dilated 
cardiomyopathy at University Hospital in 
London.

The condition weakened the muscles on 
the left side of his heart. His cardiologist, 
Dr. McNaughton, told him the only cure 
would be a heart transplant.

That same year, Sullivan had a defibril-
lator pacemaker implanted and began a de-
manding daily routine that included taking 
26 pills. For years, he waited, unsure if a 
donor heart would ever become available.

In 2010, after five days of testing in 
London, doctors confirmed he was still 
strong enough to undergo transplant sur-
gery. He and his wife, Margaret, left the 
hospital that day with a pager and phone, 
knowing the call could come at any time.

It did.
At about 1 a.m. on Feb. 10, 2011, London 

Health Sciences Centre called to say a 
suitable heart was available and Sullivan 
needed to get to the hospital immediately. 
When he arrived, staff at reception were 
surprised to see a patient walking in on his 
own for a heart transplant — something 
rarely seen.

Sullivan soon learned the man in a 
white coat holding a clipboard was Dr. 
MacKenzie, the cardiac surgeon who per-
formed the first-ever heart transplant at 
London Health Sciences Centre. Only 12 
heart transplants were completed there 
that year.

As he was wheeled into the operating 
room, Sullivan counted more than 20 staff 
preparing for surgery. At 6:26 a.m., he 
heard Dr. MacKenzie say the helicopter 
was 10 minutes away with the donor heart. 
Those were the last words he remembers 
before going under.

By 3 p.m., the surgeon was updating 
Sullivan’s family with good news; the 
transplant had been successful. Later that 
evening, they were told the new heart was 
functioning well and there were no signs 
of rejection.

The following morning, Margaret called 
the ICU at 6:30 a.m., expecting an up-
date. Instead, the nurse asked if she want-
ed to speak to her husband. All tubes and 

the ventilator had already been removed. 
When Sullivan said, “Good morning,” 
Margaret and the nurse both broke down 
in tears of relief.

After three days in intensive care and 
10 more in the cardiac recovery unit, 
Sullivan returned home, commuting daily 
to London for three months of testing to 
monitor for rejection.

During his recovery, he became involved 
with the Canadian Transplant Association, 
where transplant recipients from across 
the country connect and compete in friend-
ly athletic events every three years. In 
2016, Sullivan earned a gold medal at the 
Canadian Transplant Games in Toronto.

While direct contact between recip-
ients and donor families is not permit-
ted, Sullivan wrote a letter of thanks 
through Ontario’s organ donation pro-
gram. For seven years, he heard nothing. 
Then, during a follow-up appointment in 
London, he was handed an envelope from 
the donor’s family. He waited to open it 
until he and Margaret were home.

In his final letter back, Sullivan included 
his 2016 gold medal. He later learned the 
donor’s daughter carried that medal with 
her on her wedding day so she could feel 
her father’s presence.

Now healthy and active, Sullivan says 

the gift of life made everything possible 
and hopes his story encourages others to 
register as organ donors.

Signing up is simple. Visit BeADonor.
ca.

Heart transplant survivor marks 15-year milestone 
with donor heart

Tavistock heart transplant survivor Mike 
Sullivan wears a shirt reading, “Keep Calm – 
It’s Only a Heart Transplant!” alongside his 
“Tin Man” mascot, which features a large 
red heart.

Mike Sullivan poses with his “go-to man,” the Tin Man, at Quehl’s Restaurant in Tavistock. 
He uses the mascot to promote organ donation, especially during February, Heart Month.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

• • •
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The Wellesley-North Easthope Fall 
Fair will continue at the new Wellesley 
Recreation Complex for years to come 
after Wellesley council approved a new 
parkland licence agreement with the local 
agricultural society.

At its Feb. 10 meeting, council autho-
rized the mayor and clerk to execute the 
agreement between the township and the 
Wellesley-North Easthope Agricultural 
Society (WNEH), formalizing use of spe-
cific township lands and buildings for fair 
purposes. 

“When we closed down the old Wellesley 
Arena and Community Centre, the fair 
then moved their operations up to the new 
recreation complex,” township CAO Rik 
Louwagie said. “They’ve hosted the fair 
there for two years now. We had an agree-
ment with them on the old lands based on 
the fact that the ag. society donated most 
of those lands to the township – there was 
an ongoing arrangement – and we wanted 

to bring all those rights and responsibilities 
over to the new complex so that the fair 
could continue and the ag. society could 
keep the rights that they previously had.”

The agreement follows the closure of 
the former arena and community centre at 
1000 Catherine St., the longtime home of 
the fall fair. The agricultural society had 
originally donated portions of those lands 
to the township in 1962 and 1964, with an 
indenture registered on title allowing the 
fair to operate there at no cost for as long 
as a community centre was maintained on 
the site, but for a period of no less than 20 
years. 

With the minimum 20-year requirement 
long since satisfied and the community 
centre now closed, township staff entered 
discussions with WNEH to ensure the fair 
could continue at the new recreation com-
plex. A temporary arrangement allowed 
the fair to move in 2024, with a formal 
written agreement to follow. 

The newly approved agreement trans-
fers the rights formerly available at the 
old fairgrounds to the new site. It allows 

WNEH to use the recreation complex 
buildings and grounds for the annual fall 
fair, as well as for two fundraising events 
and up to 12 meetings annually, all at no 
cost to the society. 

In addition, the society will retain ac-
cess to the picnic shelter at the old arena 
as long as it’s standing there for a seasonal 
farmers’ market and for its dairy education 
program. 

“The farmers’ market wasn’t actually 
something that was in the previous agree-
ment, but council had approved it several 
times over, so in working with (the ag-
ricultural society) on this, we felt it best 
just to put it right in the agreement and, if 
council agrees, then they don’t even need 
to come back for that permission on an an-
nual basis,” Louwagie said.

The fall fair has been a staple in the 
township for 172 years, with the 2025 edi-
tion marking its 172nd year in Wellesley. 

Township staff noted the municipality 
recognizes the importance of the event and 
what it brings to the community, and the 
new agreement continues the longstanding 

no-cost arrangement in recognition of the 
society’s past land donations and ongoing 
community service. 

Once fully executed, township solicitors 
will remove the original indenture from 
the title of the old arena and community 
centre lands. The new agreement has an 
expiry date after 20 years, with the option 
to renew the agreement for additional five-
year terms. After 20 years, the agreement 
can be cancelled by either the township or 
the agricultural society.

The report notes the recreation depart-
ment was involved in negotiating the 
agreement and is satisfied with its terms, 
and that both parties had full legal repre-
sentation in its preparation. 

“It did take us a while to get there, 
but I think in the end, we’ve got a really 
good agreement that benefits all parties,” 
Louwagie said.

“And that’s a done deal, finally,” Mayor 
Joe Nowak said after council voted unan-
imously to authorize the signing of the 
agreement.

Wellesley formalizes new agreement with agricultural 
society for fall fair at new recreation complex
New agreement includes use of picnic shelter at old arena for farmers’ market and dairy education
GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor

SEND YOUR STORY IDEAS TO OUR EDITOR GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983

On Saturday, Feb. 7, Shakespeare 
Presbyterian Church welcomed the com-
munity to an intergenerational program 

called Pancakes and Valentines with about 
30 people in attendance.

The gathering focused on the theme of 
love, with a short message about showing 
kindness to others and building our lives 

on love. Children and adults spent the af-
ternoon together making Valentine cards 
for loved ones, colouring pictures, playing 
games and socializing.

Families also enjoyed making their own 

pancakes and choosing from a variety of 
toppings, including marshmallows, choco-
late chips, strawberries and raspberries. It 
was a fun and enjoyable afternoon for all 
ages.

Shakespeare church bringing all ages together

Adam and Thea Decaire smile as their eight-month-old son, Wesley, reaches for his broth-
er Jack’s pancake during the Pancakes and Valentines event at Shakespeare Presbyterian 
Church. Jack is three years old.

Heidi Scheepstra, seven, and Camilla Hart, 
five, enjoy colouring together.

Owen Scheepstra, five, proudly shows off 
his pancake creation.

DIANE DANEN

Gazette Correspondent

(DIANE DANEN PHOTOS)

Perth County council has formally ad-
opted its 2026 operating and capital bud-
get, approving a financial plan that main-
tains core service levels while directing 
new investment toward infrastructure, fa-
cilities and long-term sustainability.

The budget includes a total increase of 
$2.64 million over 2025, representing an 
8.75 per-cent levy increase. Based on the 
average 2016 MPAC-assessed household 
value of $284,000, the increase amounts 
to approximately $89.24 per year, or $1.72 
per week, for the average household. The 
increase includes 1.76 per cent attributed 
to growth to the county’s taxbase in 2025.

Perth County Warden Dean Trentowsky 
said in a press release that council and 
staff worked carefully to balance rising 
costs with the need to maintain essential 
services and invest in the county’s future.

“I would like to thank my council col-
leagues for their detailed review and active 
participation throughout this year’s budget 
process,” Trentowsky said. “Both council 
and staff recognize the continued financial 

pressures and economic uncertainty faced 
by the ratepayers and their families, the 
farms and the business owners across 
Perth County. The county is doing the 
best it can to ensure that essential service 
levels are upheld in a fair and responsible 
manner, while continuing to invest in the 
future needs and opportunities for Perth 
County citizens.”

The 2026 budget supports ongoing 
service delivery while advancing a num-
ber of key priorities, including 33 capital 
projects representing a total investment of 
$9.6 million. Major infrastructure work 
includes the rehabilitation or replacement 
of four bridges and culverts, as well as the 
resurfacing of approximately 22 centreline 
kilometres of county roads.

Facility upgrades also feature prominent-
ly in the budget, with funding allocated 
for renovations to the provincial-offences 
courtroom and county council chambers at 
the Perth County courthouse in Stratford. 
Council also approved a $50,000 contribu-
tion toward the continued development of 
the Ontario Agri-Food Discovery Centre, 
along with funding for the creation of a 
new countywide economic development 

and tourism wayfinding signage program.
In addition to capital and operating ex-

penditures, the 2026 budget includes sev-
eral financial measures aimed at long-term 
stability. Municipal drain work will be 
shifted to capital accounts to help smooth 
annual budget impacts, while additional 
funds will be directed to capital reserves to 
address infrastructure needs and reduce re-
liance on reserves for operational support.

The county’s reserve contributions for 
2026 represent 4.3 per cent of the total 
levy increase, a move staff say reflects a 
proactive approach to closing the infra-
structure gap and managing costs down-
loaded by the province.

“I know we add only $10 here, $10 
there to people’s taxes, but in 2025, we 
had 62 more (ratepayers) in Perth East 
who cannot afford their taxes – so we’re 
up to 380-something,” said Coun. Rhonda 
Ehgoetz, one of Perth East’s representa-
tives on county council, prior to council’s 
vote to adopt the 2026 budget bylaw at its 
Feb. 5 meeting. “I’m not sure where the 
other municipalities are at, but we have to 
keep that in mind. 

“It’s too easy just to keep upping and 

upping and upping and not think about 
those people that can’t afford it. People 
have kids and they need to eat, and you’re 
going to feed them before you pay your 
taxes. So, the numbers are increasing … 
and I fear it’s going to get worse. I think 
we’re going to have to buckle down here 
and we’re going to have to start making 
some cuts whether we want to or not be-
cause people just can’t afford it.”

Ultimately, Ehgoetz along with deputy 
warden Sue Orr and Coun. Bob Wilhelm 
– both of whom represent Perth South on 
county council – voted against the adop-
tion of the budget bylaw. With Coun. Doug 
Kellum absent at the Feb. 5 meeting, the 
result of the vote, weighted by population 
for each lower-tier municipality, was 10-6 
in favour of adopting the budget.

Council was first presented with the 
proposed 2026 budget in December, fol-
lowed by a series of detailed presenta-
tions throughout January. The final budget 
aligns with the county’s 2023-2026 corpo-
rate strategic plan, which focuses on eco-
nomic development, service effectiveness, 
community planning and long-term orga-
nizational sustainability.

Perth County council formally adopts 2026 budget
GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor
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The population of Linwood swelled on 
Saturday as hundreds of residents and vis-
itors gathered at the Linwood Recreation 
Complex for the Lions Club’s annual 
Snofest.

The popular winter festival, which dates 
back to the late 1970s, once again brought 
together families from across the region 
to enjoy a full day of outdoor and indoor 
activities on a bright February winter day.

Linwood Lions Club president Jenn 
Gregory, in her first year in the role, said 
she was thrilled with both the turnout and 
the community spirit on display. Parents, 
children and grandparents filled the com-
plex throughout the day, taking part in ac-
tivities designed for all ages.

The festivities began with a hearty break-
fast served by local firefighters, helping set 
the tone for a busy day. The Linwood Lions 
also extended thanks to event sponsors, in-
cluding Waterloo County Dairy Producers, 
Perth-Waterloo Egg Farmers, Mornington 
Communications and Schnurr’s Grocery 
in Linwood, whose support helped make 
the event possible.

Snofest featured a wide variety of activ-
ities, turning the recreation complex into 
a hive of winter fun. Mixed teams com-
peted in snopitch on the snow-covered ball 
diamond, while others took part in horse 
races, bingo and solo card games. Younger 
children enjoyed face painting and crafts 
hosted inside the library, giving families 
plenty of options to stay warm while still 
taking part.

One of the major highlights of the day 
was a performance by children’s entertain-
er Erick Traplin of Kitchener. His high-en-
ergy show had kids dancing, laughing and 
singing along in the hall, drawing a large 
and enthusiastic crowd.

Outdoor activities remained popu-
lar despite the cold. The community ice 
rink, known locally as one of the best in 
Waterloo Region, was busy throughout the 
day. The rink’s smooth surface was main-
tained by icemaker Laurence Metzger, 
who used a Jones Feed Mill John Deere 

tractor converted into a Zamboni. Skaters 
of all ages took to the ice, some waiting 
patiently for face painting before lacing up 
their skates.

Even with a windchill hovering around 
-26 degrees Celsius, snopitch players – 
men and women alike – continued com-
peting in the sunshine. While sliding into 
bases on snow was easy, staying warm 
proved to be the real challenge, with par-
ticipants agreeing that plenty of layers 
were essential.

Gregory said the strong turnout and en-
thusiastic participation showed just how 
much Snofest continues to mean to the 
community. After more than four decades, 
the event remains a winter tradition that 
brings people together, celebrates local 
volunteerism and reminds residents why 
Linwood’s small-town spirit continues to 
thrive.

Linwood Lions draw big crowd for successful Snofest celebration

The Linwood outdoor ice rink was a hub of 
activity during Snofest on Saturday. From 
left, Declan Costello of Listowel stands with 
Linwood icemaker Laurence Metzger, who 
was preparing the rink while waiting for his 
daughters Sarita, seven, Zinnia, five, and 
Felicity, three, to finish getting their faces 
painted before skating.

Members of the Linwood Lions Club at Snofest included, front row from left, Jerri Sherrer, 
club president Jenn Gregory, Sarah Moser, Ken Lumgair, Kara Lumgair and Tricia Dunn. Back 
row from left are Daniel Brubaker, Adam Harvey, Mike Krukowski and Lester Brubacher.

Despite frigid temperatures, snopitch players braved the cold and competed in mixed teams 
during Snofest, agreeing that warm clothing was a must.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

On Feb. 9, the day before the Region of 
Waterloo’s sustainability, infrastructure 
and development committee meeting, the 
region approved $15 million in regional 
reserve funding for a short-term solution 
that will help the water system cope while 
longer-term strategies are developed.

Regional council has approved funding 
to fast-track a pivotal short-term solution 
to address the Mannheim Service Area 
water capacity constraint. With this fund-
ing, the region will pilot innovative mod-
ular technology at the Mannheim water 

treatment plant.
The Mannheim system uses a mix of 

groundwater wells and surface water from 
the Grand River, and the constraints are 
tied to both supply limits and environmen-
tal constraints on how much water can be 
drawn.

This funding is intended to support in-
frastructure work including things like 
upgrades to the water-filtration system 
and other measures to stabilize capacity as 
planning continues.

The plan is to implement a pilot plan 
that allows more water to be treated fast-
er through containers that create a side 
stream at the existing facility with a goal 

of adding about 25 litres per second (L/s) 
of water to start, followed by up to 50 L/s 
in the fall. When all containers are online, 
they could add up to 300 L/s by next year.

Adding up to 300 L/s would be a signifi-
cant step forward in restoring treatment ca-
pacity at the Mannheim Water Treatment 
Plant to help address the water-capacity 
constraint. This pilot project will provide 
some operational resiliency and, if suc-
cessful, create new capacity in the future.

“The water capacity constraint is one of 
the biggest challenges facing our region, 
and we are addressing this issue immedi-
ately,” said regional chair Karen Redman 
in a press release. “This pilot program 

shows that council is moving as fast as 
we can on solutions that increase capac-
ity, protect our communities and support 
growth while we work on longer-term 
repairs and infrastructure projects in part-
nership with our municipal and provincial 
partners.”

The container pilot is a bridge measure 
until the Mannheim water treatment plant 
upgrade project is complete. Both are on 
the list of preliminary solutions that were 
endorsed by council in January. Other ini-
tiatives include repairs, upgrades and new 
infrastructure.

Region of Waterloo approves $15 million to support 
Mannheim Service Area water capacity constraint 
WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF

thewtgazette@gmail.com
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1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

RHODA 
BAECHLER

Love from Glen and children

CELEBRATING HER 80
ON FEBRUARY 17  

TH

TH

BIRTHDAY

Members of Grace United Church in 
Tavistock came together on Sunday to 
celebrate teamwork, community spirit and 
Valentine’s Day during a service and fel-
lowship event that blended faith, fun and 
friendly competition.

Led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur, choir di-
rector Marilyne Nystrom and youth co-
ordinator Carol Young, the congregation 
embraced the idea of working together 
as a team — much like Team Canada at 

the Olympics or fans rallying behind their 
favourite Super Bowl contenders. Many 
church members showed their enthusiasm 
by wearing jerseys and sweaters represent-
ing favourite teams from across the sports 
world.

Following the service, congregants gath-
ered for coffee and refreshments and took 
part in a lighthearted Valentine’s Day bake 
auction that drew strong participation and 
spirited bidding. The fundraiser supported 
future church programming while giving 
members a chance to socialize and enjoy 
homemade treats.

Bake sale treasurer Mary Boland report-
ed the auction raised $3,338.25, thanks to 
competitive bidding on dozens of baked 
goods. The offerings included cook-
ies, cakes, pies and blocks of homemade 
cheese generously donated by the local 
Brenneman family.

One of the standout moments of the af-
ternoon came when a freshly baked elder-
berry pie, donated by an unnamed parish-
ioner, sparked particularly lively bidding. 
The pie ultimately sold for $100, making 
it the highest-priced pie of the day. It 
was purchased by a longtime male choir 

member known for his love of singing and 
strong support of church activities.

Church leaders said the event highlight-
ed the strength of collaboration within the 
congregation, demonstrating how team-
work and shared purpose can bring peo-
ple together in meaningful ways. With its 
mix of fellowship, fundraising and fun, 
the gathering served as both a celebration 
of Valentine’s Day and a reminder of the 
community spirit that continues to define 
Grace United Church.

Grace United Church congregation celebrates 
teamwork and Valentine’s Day

Members of Grace United Church in Tavistock pose for a group photo following Sunday’s service, many wearing jerseys representing their favourite sports teams, after supporting a 
Valentine’s Day bake auction celebrating teamwork and community spirit.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(EUGENE BENDER PHOTO)

Explore the world with usExplore the world with us
JOIN OUR GROUP GETAWAYS 
Travel Together, Save More, Stress Less 

www.stonetowntravel.com
ST. MARYS: 150 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4   

519-284-2332 | agent@stonetowntravel.com | TICO#5002839

Explore the world with usExplore the world with us

NEW HAMBURG: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 
226-333-9939 | newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com | TICO #5002840

READ US ONLINE AT:
GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

FOR STORY IDEAS IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CONTACT EDITOR GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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TOWNSHIP OF 
EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock

Phone: 519-655-2151
All are welcome

Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur 
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY LUTHERAN (ELCIC)
Sebastopol - Tavistock

2210 Perth Line 29
Pastor Steve Hoffard

Worship In Person or on Zoom 
Sundays at 10:00 AM

(519) 655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Julie Ellison White

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, 

with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
All ages Junior Sunday School will follow 

after the service.
All are Welcome

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario

Questions or Need Help? 
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413

tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

WILMOT TOWNSHIP

ST GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Corner of Waterloo St and Byron St, New Hamburg

Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.  
All are welcome.

https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd Wilmot Township

All are welcome.
Contact Carol Massel: 519-502-8648

carol@masselsmarine.com

ST AGATHA MENNONITE CHURCH
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 

Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour 

and sermon discussion. 
All are welcome

SEND STORY IDEAS AND 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR TO

GALEN SIMMONS AT 
GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM

To have your place of worship listing included 
here, please contact thewtgazette@gmail.com

By Sydney Grant
Slowly but surely, I’m reading through 

the past pages of the Tavistock Gazette 
(est. 1895). Within this weekly column 
I’d like to share with you some of my 
findings.

February 3-10, 2016, Edition (10 
years ago)

The past two weekends saw hundreds 
of people joining together to raise funds 
in support of those living with Alzhei-
mer's disease and other dementias in 
Oxford County. Last Saturday morning, 
the 21st annual Tillsonburg Walk for 
Alzheimer’s raised $25,384 – the high-
est amount ever – while the residents of 
Ingersoll participated in the 18th annual 
Walk that same afternoon, raising over 
$12,200. The largest of the three Walks 
took place this Saturday in Woodstock, 
with hundreds of participants bring-
ing in $84,355 for a combined Oxford 
County total of $121,939.

Two synchronized skating teams from 
the Tavistock & District Skating Club 
competed at the Central Ontario Section 
Synchro Capers competition in Oakville 
this past weekend. Both teams had per-
sonal bests with the Beginner 2 team 
finishing second place out of 10 teams. 
The Pre-Novice team placed sixth out of 
14 teams. Both teams will be competing 
at the Ontario Regional Synchronized 
Skating Championships Feb. 12-14 in 
Kingston. The Beginner 2 team is: An-
nabelle Hendry, Kaylee Adam, Avery 
Brenneman, Lindsay Vanderhyden, Tori 
Jantzi, Maddy Adam, Alyssa Podann, 
Ava P., Callie Brenneman, Reegan 
Ziegler, Allyson Kau, Alaina Hartman 
and Shelby Vanderhyden.

The students in Ms. Nancy Marenger’s 
Grade 3 class at Tavistock Public School 
are learning the challenges of printing a 
newspaper. With the help of educational 
assistant Faye Ficht, the students have 
produced their own school newspaper. 
Entitled “Fancy Nancy Grade 3 Class 
News,” the 19-page 11x17 document 
contains stories, photographs, sports, 
horoscopes, comics, an events calendar, 
an advice column and games.

February 1-8, 2006, Edition (20 
years ago)

Two Tavistock youth will be among 
over 30 teenagers travelling to Europe 
for three months this spring as part 
of the Canadian Education Exchange 
Foundation (CEEF) program. Alex 
Drinkwalter and Candis Seyler will take 
up residence in different parts of France 
as part of the program offered through 

Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary 
School. Both girls already hosted their 
exchange partners last fall here in Can-
ada and are excited to make the trip.

Seeing their dream of the Hickson 
Library reopening was a satisfying mo-
ment for Brad Smith. “It’s all about the 
kids,” he said while addressing library 
supporters at the official ribbon-cutting 
ceremony on Sunday afternoon. “Don’t 
ever tell Hickson they can’t do some-
thing,” he said. Nearly eight months 
after it was closed by the Oxford Coun-
ty library board, the Hickson Library 
is once again open for business and its 
model is a lesson in perseverance.

For the Tavistock Bantam Jets, fantas-
tic defensive play and solid net-mind-
ing combined with consistent scoring 
were the keys to capturing the B.A.D. 
Girls Tournament Championship this 
past weekend in Aylmer. In the cham-
pionship game on Feb. 5, they met 
the London Devilettes Black team. It 
wasn’t until well into the second peri-
od that Carly Kowalik put the Jets on 
the board on a pass from Sarah Tay-
lor. Early in the third, Sadie Williams 
scored from Angie Oliphant to make it 
2-0. London finally beat Steph Baril late 
in the third to make it 2-1. Members of 
the team include Brooke Brenneman, 
Emily Sanderson, Carly Kowalik, Ra-
chel Gingerich, Ellis Weber, Catherine 
Steinman, Sadie Williams, Angie Oli-
phant, Karli Parks, Sarah Taylor, Re-
becca McKay, Steph Baril and Chelsey 
Campbell.

February 5-12, 1986, Edition (40 
years ago)

Tavistock Public School students en-
joyed their annual Winter Carnival last 
Friday afternoon with an eight-event 
cycle of activities in the school yard. 
Teams were made up of students from 
all grades and an enjoyable time was 
had in this non-competitive format. 
Events included tug-o’-war, sawing a 
log with an old-fashioned cross-cut saw, 
toboggan runs, as well as snowshoe rac-
es and relay races.

Tavistock Rotary’s exchange student 
from Australia, Marnie Pascoe, extends 
a classmate’s embrace to local outgo-
ing Rotary students Pam Shantz and 
Kim Roth at the club’s weekly dinner 
Monday night. Pam and Kim will travel 
abroad for their one-year exchange be-
ginning this fall, but, as yet, no partic-
ular county has been selected for their 
term. This is the first year Tavistock 
will be sending two representatives in 
the program.

The Old Gazettes

Advertise with us! 
Contact Heather Dunbar 

at 226.261.1837 or 
heather@granthaven.com
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Andrew Masters has Erin’s number.
The Tavistock goaltender stopped 52 of 

55 shots in the team’s regular-season finale 
and then turned aside all 66 shots over the 
weekend as the Royals jumped out to a 2-0 
lead in their opening-round Ontario Elite 
Hockey League (OEHL) series against the 
Outlaws.

Tavistock went into Erin on Saturday 
and came away with a 3-0 win. Lucas 
Bast’s second-period goal proved to be the 
game-winner before insurance markers by 
Mitch Atkins and Tristan Hohl. Tyler Reid 
chipped in with a pair of assists.

On Sunday, the Royals hosted the 
Outlaws and earned a 5-0 victory. Drew 
Gerth scored twice for the winners, while 
Sean Kienapple scored once and added an 
assist. Colin Martin and Deven Kropf add-
ed single markers.

“It was a great weekend, a great 24 hours 
for us, the way we bounced back. The 
way we played (Sunday) afternoon after a 
tough battle (Saturday) night was good,” 
said Masters following Game 2. 

“The guys are doing a great job clearing 
bodies and we aren’t giving up many odd-
man rushes.”

The Kitchener native added he’s enjoyed 
playing in Tavistock this season.

“There’s a small-town community feel. 
The whole town gets behind this team and 
there’s so much volunteer support. The 

guys have been very welcoming, and it's 
great to play with Mitch Atkins, one of my 
longtime buddies.” 

Masters said despite his teammates hav-
ing other commitments such as work and 
family, he’s been impressed with the atten-
dance at practices.

Royals head coach Tyson Zehr said 

his starting goalie was a huge part of the 
Game 1 victory.

“He was outstanding and really set the 
tone for the series. He made some big 
saves at key moments and gave our group 
a lot of confidence. We were outshot and 
Erin had pushes, but when your goalie is 
calm, competitive and locked in like that, 

it allows the rest of the team to settle in 
and play the right way in front of him.”

Game 2 was a more dominating perfor-
mance for the Royals, something Zehr at-
tributed to his team’s pace.

“It was better right from puck drop.  If 
you were in the building, you could feel it 
right away. The first 10 minutes were fast, 
hard, playoff hockey – physical, intense 
and high-paced. I thought we handled that 
early push well, and once we got through 
it, we were able to establish our game. 
We rolled our lines better, played more in 
the offensive zone, and that allowed us to 
wear them down as the game went on.”

He added the team could be playing its 
best hockey of the season at just the right 
time.

“The biggest difference is our structure 
and the buy-in from everyone,” Zehr said. 
“Guys understand their roles and are com-
mitted to playing them. Playoffs are about 
details, managing the puck, being hard to 
play against and supporting each other. 
Our group has really embraced that.”

Zehr said while a 2-0 lead is a great start, 
that’s all it is and they need two more wins.

“Erin is a strong team and we expect 
them to push back. Our focus is on staying 
disciplined, sticking to our game and get-
ting better every shift.”

The Royals have defeated the Outlaws in 
all four matchups between the teams this 
season. Game 3 is set for Saturday in Erin 
at 7:30 p.m. with Game 4 scheduled for 
2:30 p.m. on Sunday in Tavistock.

Masters leads Royals to consecutive playoff victories

Andrew Masters (35) stopped 66 shots in a pair of shutout victories on the weekend as Tav-
istock took a 2-0 lead in their Ontario Elite Hockey League (OEHL) first-round playoff series 
with Erin.

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

(PHOTO COURTESY OF TAVISTOCK ROYALS)

Tavistock seems to be hitting its stride at 
just the right time.

The Braves earned four points on the 
weekend with a pair of victories, including 
a come-from-behind thriller in Woodstock 
against the Doherty Division-leading 
Navy Vets on Saturday night.

Trailing 2-1 with nine and a half min-
utes left in the third, Nicholas Hambly 
scored his first goal of the season on a 
feed from Henry Kotyk, and six and a 
half minutes later, Keegan Metcalf scored 
the game-winning goal thanks to a per-
fect breakaway stretch pass from Keaton 
Bartlett. 

“It was an awesome game. I thought 
we played very well as a team,” said 
Tavistock native and assistant captain 
Keaton Bartlett.

“We were very structured, competed 
very hard throughout the whole game and 
stuck it out and we were able to power 

through,” he added.
Bartlett gave Tavistock a 1-0 lead with a 

powerplay goal early in the second period 
but Woodstock scored the next two goals. 
Blake Richard stopped 29 of 31 shots to 
earn his 15th victory of the season.

The 20-year-old offensive defence-
man, who was acquired from the Greater 
Ontario Hockey League’s (GOHL) Ayr 
Centennials last season, gave a lot of credit 
to one of his coaches.

“Brody Oliver is very good at giving me 
confidence and encouraging me to make 
the plays I think I should make. He lets 
all the defence play offensively, which 
helps get shots through and offensive 
production.”  

Bartlett has 24 points in 36 games and 
has been finding the scoresheet consistent-
ly over the last couple of months. He ex-
plained the team’s success comes from a 
solid locker room. 

“Everyone knows each other from either 
past teams or friendships from school and 
I think that helps. We were able to bond 

together quickly at the start of the season 
and we’ve been able to keep that rolling.”

He added finishing as high as possible 
in the standings is the goal over the next 
three games as the postseason looms. 
Unfortunately, the Braves do not have an-
other game with the Navy Vets.

“We hope to win out the rest of the way 
to guarantee second and just keep playing 
how we’re playing heading into the play-
offs. We should be sitting pretty good.” 

The Doherty Division has long been one 
of the Provincial Junior Hockey League’s 
(PJHL) most competitive, and Bartlett 
added that every team is capable of win-
ning on any given night – something that 
should help once the regular season ends.

“Every night is competitive and you 
can’t take any nights off. We’ve been 
playing in a playoff mindset since we 
came back from the Christmas break. That 
has helped us gear up for the playoffs and 
hopefully, a long run.”

Tavistock hosted Paris on Saturday night 
and earned a 5-2 win. The Braves jumped 

out to a 4-0 lead by the 8:45 mark of the 
second period on goals from Arseneau, 
Brett Bell, Jacob Reid-Brant and Yann 
Raskin. The Titans cut the lead to 4-1 
going into the third, but Even Palubeski 
scored to seal the victory. 

The Braves have won eight straight 
games and trail the Navy Vets by only 
three points. Both teams have three games 
remaining.

New Hamburg dropped its third straight 
game in Wellesley on Saturday, falling 5-1 
as Applejacks goaltender Xavier Bussiere 
stopped 29 of the 30 shots he faced. Owen 
Brown led the winners with three assists 
as 12 skaters found the scoresheet and the 
two teams combined for 92 penalty min-
utes. The Firebirds were blanked 4-0 in 
Woodstock on Friday night. 

Wellesley dropped its first game of 
the weekend, a 4-3 loss in Norwich. Ian 
Speiran and Jake L’Heureux led the of-
fence with a goal and an assist each, with 
Ben Morton adding a single marker.

PJHL Roundup: Braves knock off Navy Vets to inch 
closer to top spot
LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter



Thursday, February 12, 2026The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 21

Pet of the Week
TRUFFLE

Truffle is a two-year-old, big, lovable 
pup with a heart as rich as the earthy 
treasure he’s named after, bringing joy to 
every day with his cuddles, happy wiggles, 
and soulful eyes. He loves long, sniff-
filled walks, plenty of pets, and playful 
moments, always using his nose to sniff 
out fun, adventure, and affection. Truffle 
is simply looking for a kind, loving home 
where companionship and tail wags come 
freely. Meet Truffle at the KW centre, 
during our Fetch My Heart Adoptathon on 
Feb. 14, where dogs are $100 off. Learn 
more at https://kwsphumane.ca/events/
fetch-my-heart-adoptathon.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com
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Residents in the Brunner area south of 
Milverton have been stopping to admire a 
colourful homemade igloo that has popped 
up along Main Street – a winter project 
created by the Lindner family that has 
quickly become a neighbourhood conver-
sation piece.

Marie and Andrew Lindner were inspired 
after seeing similar ice-block igloos online 
and thought it would be a fun winter proj-
ect for their two young children. The result 
is a vibrant, multicoloured structure made 
entirely of frozen ice blocks and built in 
the family’s backyard.

Three-year-old Mackenzie Lindner 
has dubbed the structure their “penguin 
house,” a name that seems fitting given 
both its icy construction and its playful 
purpose. His six-year-old sister, Maisie, 
played a key role in the project by mixing 
food colouring into water before freezing 
it into ice blocks, creating the igloo’s dis-
tinctive rainbow appearance.

The family began freezing ice blocks in 
disposable containers on Jan. 16, taking 
advantage of sustained cold temperatures. 
They quickly learned that consistent tem-
peratures of about -12 degrees Celsius 

or colder were needed to properly freeze 
the blocks and allow the structure to hold 
together.

Once the blocks were ready, construc-
tion began on Jan. 31. The igloo was com-
pleted one week later, on Feb. 7, using 
approximately 200 ice blocks. Andrew 
Lindner said Maisie also helped make the 
slushy mixture used to “knit” the blocks 
together, a process that required dozens of 
pails of icy slush to ensure the structure 
froze solid.

Grandfather Byron Lindner, who as-
sisted with the build, described the work 
as cold and hard on the hands, but well 
worth the effort once the final result came 
together.

To add to the experience, the family in-
stalled lights inside the igloo so it can be 
enjoyed after dark. Grandparents Byron 
and Sharon Lindner, along with Murray 
and Linda Brodhagen, were impressed by 
both the creativity and craftsmanship that 
went into the project.

The Lindners are now planning a fami-
ly movie night inside the igloo, complete 
with hot cocoa – a way to enjoy the win-
ter weather while giving their children a 
small glimpse into how people in northern 
regions once lived in snow shelters.

Colourful homemade igloo 
brightens Brunner backyard

Mackenzie, three, and his sister Maisie, six, stand outside the colourful homemade igloo 
built by their family in Brunner. The multicoloured structure, made from roughly 200 ice 
blocks, has become a winter playhouse – or “penguin house” – like no other.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(MARIE LINDNER PHOTOS)
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“All my friends take 
magnesium. Should I?”

Magnesium is magical. Truly. 
Magnesium is involved in 

over 300 chemical reactions in 
the body. At least 50 per cent 
of the population is deficient 
in the crucial mineral. Are you 
confident your body is not 
craving this essential electrolyte? 

Everyday life requires 
magnesium for optimal health. 
Stress, whether acute or 
chronic, alcohol, sugar, caffeine, 
medication, sweating and an over-
processed diet depletes the body 
of all-important magnesium. 
Symptoms are often overlooked 
or manifest into a long-term 
health concern. The good news is 

many are reversible. Magnesium 
is an inexpensive supplement but 
also obtainable through diet.

Let’s do a brief check, looking 
at a few tell-tale signs of 
magnesium deficiency.

Do you experience random 
muscle twitches? Magnesium 
controls neuromuscular signaling, 
making muscles misfire due to a 
shortage. 

Do you suffer from painful 
muscle cramps? Have you ever 
woken up in the middle of the 
night with a “charley horse” – 
that sudden, tight, crazy painful 
contraction usually somewhere 
in the leg? Do you know anyone 
who has the shaky leg syndrome 
while sitting still? This is a strong 

indicator the body requires more 
magnesium.

Are you constantly tired 
without a valid reason? The body 
is made of mitochondria; these 
are powerhouses that produce 
ATP or energy at a cellular 
level. Low energy equals low 
magnesium.

Do you feel anxious or lack 
get-up-and-go, but not sure why? 
Everybody has ups and downs 
but magnesium helps calm the 
mind by regulating GABA. 
Magnesium also activates the 
parasympathetic nervous system, 
controlling the fight-or-flight 
response in times of stress. 
Magnesium is a fast pass to 
serotonin, the happy hormone. 

Do you suffer from poor 
sleep? Mega-magnesium equals 
serotonin, and in turn mega-
melatonin for a stellar circadian 
rhythm. High magnesium equals 
a deeper sleep state, fewer 
awakenings and a refreshed 
feeling in the morning. 

Do you have an irregular or 
fluttering heartbeat? Magnesium 
is an integral part of a valuable 
trio connected to heart health. 
Magnesium stabilizes heart 

rhythm by balancing the dream 
team; calcium and potassium plus 
the much-needed magnesium is 
heart happiness. 

Do you suffer from PMS? 
Cramps, bloating, crazy cravings 
and mood swings are worse 
without a stockpile. Magnesium 
works to relax muscles while 
regulating estrogen hormones 
and increasing serotonin, making 
the monthly cycle manageable. 

Do you have high blood 
pressure? Magnesium is a key 
regulator.

Do you forget things easily? 
Magnesium is the answer for 
supporting cognitive function as 
the years pass.

Do you have problems 
managing your weight? 
Magnesium is central to blood-
sugar control. 

Have you ever felt dizzy 
or confused during or after 
physical activity? As an essential 
electrolyte, magnesium helps 
replenish fluid loss, maintaining 
balance. High intensity 
exercising, especially in hot 
and humid weather, depletes the 
body quickly. Without sounding 
dramatic, restoring magnesium 

can be life-saving. 
As a holistic nutritionist, 

nutrient-dense food options are 
always my first stop for any 
health concern, especially if the 
diet is the Standard American 
Diet (SAD). SAD is processed 
and leads to health issues. 

Choosing whole foods are 
imperative for feeding fuel 
to starved cells. Magnesium-
rich foods are rooted in 
Mother Nature. Top sources 
of magnesium include cooked 
spinach, avocado, raw pumpkin 
seeds, black beans, edamame, 
quinoa and cashews. 

It’s February, Cupid’s favourite 
month. Before spoiling yourself 
or a loved one with chocolate, 
add the gift of magnesium and 
choose at least 85 per-cent dark 
chocolate. Feel free to keep this 
happy holistic habit all year 
long. Just one ounce contains 
65 milligrams of the magical 
mineral, magnesium. 

There are reams of reasons to 
supplement with magnesium, 
but speak with your health 
practitioner for the dose and type 
of magnesium best suited to you.

The magic of magnesium

By Mercedes Kay Gold

HEAPS OF 
HEALTHY 

TIPS 

Few things confuse men more 
than the simple question: should 
this shirt be tucked in?

Tuck it and you worry you look 
stiff or dated. Leave it out and you 
risk looking sloppy. Get it wrong 
and you land in that familiar cat-
egory nobody wants to occupy – 
soccer dad. The truth is tucking 
isn’t about trends. It’s about pro-
portion, purpose and context.

Once you understand those three 
things, the decision becomes easy. 
This is the Canadian approach 
to the tuck: practical, low drama 
and based on real life, not fashion 
theory.

The full tuck
The full tuck gets a bad reputa-

tion because it’s often done badly, 
but when it’s done right, it’s still 
the cleanest option a man has.

A full tuck makes sense when:

1.	 You’re wearing a proper 
button-up shirt. If the shirt 
has a traditional collar, lon-
ger tails and is meant to be 
worn with structure, a tuck 
usually improves the look. 
It sharpens your outline and 
keeps the shirt from floating 
around when you move.

2.	 You’re layering with some-
thing structured. Sport coat, 
blazer, wool coat, even a 
tidy denim jacket. A tucked 
shirt under a structured layer 
looks intentional. Untucked 
can look unfinished.

3.	 The situation calls for ma-
turity and professionalism: 
funerals, interviews, meet-
ings, formal dinners and 
family photos. These are 
not moments to experiment. 
A clean tuck shows respect 

for the setting.
How full tucks go wrong
The problem isn’t the tuck. It’s 

everything around it. If the shirt 
is excessively long, it will bunch 
and balloon when tucked. That’s 
not a style issue. That’s a fit issue. 
Belts matter more than men think. 
Thick belts and oversized buckles 
instantly push the look into week-
end territory. Keep it simple. After 
tucking, raise your arms slightly. 
This releases tension and gives the 
shirt some natural drape. The goal 
is neat, not tight.

The half tuck
The half-tuck works because it 

sits between effort and ease. It’s 
not sloppy and it’s not formal. It 
simply adds shape.

Half-tucks are best when:
1.	 The shirt is casual and 

slightly boxy: Oxford shirts, 
casual button-ups, flannels, 
heavier cotton shirts. These 
often benefit from just a bit 
of structure.

2.	 You want definition without 
formality. If you’re head-
ing out casually but don’t 
want to look thrown togeth-
er, the half-tuck is a smart 
compromise.

3.	 You’re wearing a jacket but 
keeping it relaxed. With ca-
sual outerwear, a half-tuck 

prevents the outfit from 
looking shapeless.

Half-tuck rules that matter
Keep it subtle. One small sec-

tion at the front is enough. Pick a 
side and stick to it. Random tuck-
ing looks messy, not effortless. 
Even if the belt isn’t visible, wear 
one. The waistband area should 
still look finished.

The no-tuck
Untucked doesn’t mean care-

less; it means appropriate.
Leave the shirt untucked when:
1.	 The hem is shorter or 

straight. Shirts designed 
to be worn out usually end 
around mid-fly. Tucking 
these often makes them 
look awkward.

2.	 You’re wearing knitwear or 
casual tops: sweaters, hood-
ies, sweatshirts and most 
polos should not be tucked. 
They’re built to sit cleanly 
on their own.

3.	 You’re wearing overshirts 
or shackets. These are out-
er layers. They’re meant to 
drape, not tuck.

Avoiding the “gave up” look
Length matters more than brand. 

If the shirt hangs too low, it will 
always look off untucked.

Pants have to do their part. 
Untucked shirts only work when 

jeans or chinos fit properly. Baggy 
pants plus an untucked shirt rarely 
looks intentional.

Having said all of that, here is 
a quick thumbnail guide:

•	 Button-up shirt plus adult 
occasion: tuck it.

•	 Casual button-up and you 
want shape: half-tuck.

•	 T-shirts, sweaters, casual 
polos, overshirts: leave it 
out.

That’s the Canadian tuck. 
Sensible. Comfortable. Betcha 
didn’t think I could write a whole 
article about tucking in your shirt?

Scott Dunstall has been on a sty-
listic journey for over 10 years. His 
belief is that every guy has a style 
of their own. When it’s discovered, 
it empowers and builds confi-
dence. Scott has appeared several 
times on Rogers TV Kitchener as 
a guest on DAYTIME. His writing 
has been republished by LinkedIn 
Top Influencer and INC. Magazine 
contributing editor, Jeff Haden. 
He has also written several piec-
es for the Baden Outlook. You can 
follow Scott on Instagram @ev-
erydaystylebyscott or on LinkedIn 
@scottdunstall or Life & Style 
Wilmot on Facebook. Feel free to 
ask questions or propose collabo-
rations: everydaystylebyscott1@
gmail.com.

By Scott Dunstall

DRESS 
SHARP. 
SPEND 
SMART. 

What the tuck? 
The Canadian Tuck: When to tuck, half-tuck, or leave it alone
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There are plenty of reasons to enjoy a 
visit to the French city of Lyon. It’s the 
third-largest city in France, known for its 
unique “Bouchon” gastronomy, for its his-
tory dating back to Roman times and be-
fore, and for its once-important role as a 
centre of the silk trade.

All of these things are still in evidence 
today, but I found two other features of 
Lyon to be equally fascinating – the in-
credible mosaic murals in the Basilica of 
Notre-Dame de Fourviere and the histor-
ic importance of Lyon as a centre of the 
French Resistance in World War II.

We were in Lyon as a stop on our Viking 
Rhone River Cruise; Lyon sits at the junc-
tion of the Rhone and Saone rivers. Our 
walking tour showed us a bustling city 
with a deep and rich history.

But when we visited the Basilica, I was 
tempted to skip the rest of the tour and sim-
ply stay and savour the incredible mosaics 
that line the walls. They’re not ancient; the 
gilded mosaics were created from 1872 all 
the way up to 1964. There are six mosaics 
covering a vast, 6,000 square metres and 
portraying two overarching themes arising 
from the life of Mary the mother of Jesus: 
Mary and the Church, and Mary and the 
History of France.

The Basilica itself is awe-inspiring. Like 
its mosaics, the building is not ancient; it 

was completed in 1896. But it is magnifi-
cent.

That cannot be said for the narrow pas-
sageways between buildings that honey-
comb the old part of Lyon. As our group 
wandered through some of these passage-
ways, we found little to be impressed with 
until we heard two stories told by historian 
Boris Klein, who presented a lecture on-
board our Viking longship. His talk was 
entitled “Lyon and the Resistance,” and the 
first thing I learned was those impressive 
hidden passageways were, in fact, abso-
lutely vital to the underground resistance 
to the Nazis.

Why? The key reason was a feature we 
had spotted on our tour; inside these cov-
ered passageways were what we would call 
community mail boxes today. In the days 
of the Underground, they were perfect drop 
boxes for clandestine communication. Hid-
den from view of the streets or anything 
overhead, they were an ideal place for a 
member of the Resistance to leave a mes-
sage to be collected in secret by a colleague 
at a later time.

Klein gave us a thumbnail sketch of the 
circumstances that created the French Re-
sistance. Though in 1939, the French were 
believed to have the best army in the world, 
clever German strategy saw France com-
pletely conquered in a mere 42 days. The 
Germans divided France into several parts. 
Alsace and Moselle were declared to be 
part of Germany. Northern France was oc-
cupied by the Germans; the south, includ-
ing Lyon, were initially occupied but then 
became the “Free Zone” or “Vichy Zone” 
under Marshall Petain, a First World War 
hero who, by the time of the occupation, 
had become a collaborator with the Nazi 
regime.

The French Resistance arose in oppo-
sition to the Nazis and their puppets, and 
Lyon became the centre of the Resistance. 
And yes, those mailboxes and enclosed 
passages played a role, but there were lots 
of other factors too. 

Lyon is located relatively close to Swit-
zerland, a neutral country. Lyon was a cen-
tre for trade unions, who joined with an-
ti-Nazi political and religious organizations 
to oppose the Vichy regime. A common 
cause united unusual allies: “Jews, Catho-
lic priests, communists, patriots all sat at 
the same table,” said Klein. Of course, they 

could not operate openly – Petain had set 
up a French militia that was essentially an 
arm of the Gestapo.

So, opposition to the Nazis went under-
ground – or more precisely in Lyon, into 
the multitude of passageways throughout 
the old city. By the end of 1940, Lyon was 
recognized as the centre of the French Re-
sistance.

According to Klein, the Resistance pro-
duced anti-Nazi leaflets, provided Jews and 
others who needed such with fake ID pa-
pers, printed underground newspapers and 
organized clandestine meetings.

Charles DeGaulle, who was leading the 
fight against the Nazis from exile in En-
gland, sent a man named Jean Moulin to 
Lyon, where he played the key role in unit-
ing the Resistance as “The Secret Army.” 
Moulin was eventually captured and tor-
tured to death in 1943. By then, Germany 
had taken over direct control of the south 
of France, but at the same time, the Secret 
Army had taken a more active role in gue-
rilla-style warfare against the occupiers.

On Sept. 3, 1944, Lyon was liberated by 
Allied forces.

The story of the Resistance movement 
is in certainly heroic, but Klein noted 
that after the fact, DeGaulle created a 
less-than-accurate myth. He told the peo-
ple of France, “You are a great people who 
never accepted defeat.” In fact, said Klein, 
a great many French people accepted the 
presence of the German occupiers and fre-
quently collaborated with them. Perhaps 
the most shocking example is that the Vi-

chy police – French officers, not German 
– sent 75,000 Jews to die in concentration 
camps.

Klein noted that only in the 1970s or ‘80s 
did it become possible to discuss the com-
plicated reality of the Nazi occupation of 
France.

Paul Knowles is an author and travel 
writer, and past president of the Travel 
Media Association of Canada. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@golden.
net.

By Paul Knowles

OH, THE 
PLACES 

WE'LL GO

Two lesser-known features of Lyon, France

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

A mosaic commemorating Joan of Arc.

Lyon's Basilica of Notre-Dame de Fourviere, 
home to 6,000 square metres of gilded mo-
saics.
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If you have been listening to conversa-
tions about the real estate market, you’ve 
probably noticed one thing; everyone 
has an opinion. From local chatter to so-
cial-media headlines, what is happening in 
the market is often described in extremes.

The national headlines paint a broad pic-
ture but taking a local snapshot of what’s 
going on tells a much more specific story. 
Let's get into what is actually happening 

in the local market, without all the noise.
The market has shifted but not to the 

extremes headlines portray – the market 
isn’t crashing, it's simply correcting from 
the extremes we saw a few years ago. 
Buyers haven’t disappeared; they have 
just become more cautious and selective, 
prioritizing value over speed. When we 
look at month over month statistics for 
Wilmot Township, for example, the aver-
age sale price was actually up 1.6 per cent 
in January 2026 in comparison to January 
2025, and in Wellesley/Woolwich, up 21.5 
per cent – both for single family homes.

For sellers, this simply means strategy 
matters more than ever. The market is no 
longer forgiving of overpricing or mini-
mal preparation. Being in line with current 
market patterns is where sellers are reap-
ing the reward. Homes that are seen sitting 
longer are typically anchored to bench-
marks from previous years. For sellers, a 
strong understanding and focus on what 
the current market is showing is the big-
gest strength to carry.

Pricing in today’s local market is better 
described as steady rather than dramatic. 
Following a period of rapid growth, pric-
es are finding a more sustainable pace 
that aligns with correction towards more 
“normal” market conditions. While some 

segments are softening, this is a dramatic 
crash. Well located and maintained homes 
still continue to hold their value. Accurate 
pricing based on current data is proving to 
be the most reliable path toward a success-
ful sale.

The overall pattern in today's market 
points towards a more balanced market 
that is favouring buyers, depending on the 
specific area. Inventory levels month over 
month aren’t grossly extreme – Wilmot 
Township is sitting at about 1.6 months 
of inventory and Wellesley/Woolwich at 
about 2.2 months.

Today’s local real estate market isn’t 
stalled, it’s adjusting. Buyers are more 
cautious, sellers need a stronger plan, pric-
es are stabilizing and patterns are normal-
izing. For those making decisions based on 
lifestyle changes rather than headlines, the 
market continues to offer opportunities.

For questions or article suggestions, 
reach out! 226-232-4236 or isabel.living-
ston@century21.ca.

Isabel Livingston is a sales representa-
tive with Century 21 Heritage House Ltd., 
Brokerage.

By Isabel Livingston
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The Editor,

The “buzzword” heard in the Wilmot 
council chamber during the 2026 
Strong Mayor’s budget process was, 
“Transparency!”

Coun. Cressman said, “I’m lamenting 
the fact that we don’t have the pieces of 
information that I think we all want.”

Coun. Dunstall said, “one of the things 
that came through loud and clear last year 
during our budget process was that our 
constituents didn’t trust us … but it’s very 
clear to me with last year and again with 
this year that transparency is key, and my 
question would be … would there be a 
possibility to have those line by lines you 
have obviously worked on?”

A councillor asked about the 10-year 
capital plan that was posted on the web-
site. The CAO’s response was, “Frankly, 
in my opinion, did not warrant being pub-
lished with this document,” and eventu-
ally, “I don’t think it’s necessary for the 
public to see.”

The general ledger (“line by lines”) is 
the comprehensive spreadsheet account-
ing of a municipality’s finances. Coun. 
Cressman asked that it be available to 
council and taxpayers. The CAO’s re-
sponse was, “Releasing the entire general 
ledger (to) the public is something we had 
concerns about.”

Councillors did try to get transparency, 
and their questions discovered that:

	 •	 The mayor’s proposed 
budget did not balance the day it was 
proposed on Jan. 9. Oops. She added 
$5,514,020 to revenue on Jan. 29.

	 •	 The capital budget was 
in deficit by $2,176,040 when posted. 
Oops. She removed a fire truck costed at 
$2,600,000.

	 •	 The capital budget was 
now in surplus by $423,960. Oops. We 
forgot to include two to three capital re-
quest forms (six actually). When submit-
ted, the six requests totalled $669,960, or 
$246,000 in deficit again.

	 •	 A request for five trucks 
totalling $831,000 placed four trucks on 
the capital list, but $26,000 was missing. 
Oh, we made a mistake, the price of one 
truck has now been accounted for as cost-
ing $26,000 less.

	 •	 Four trucks were costed 
on the capital list, but one truck costing 
$195,000 was placed in the operating 
budget.

	 •	 Six requests that re-
quired outside consultants, described as 
“Studies and Other,” totalling $1,043,505 
were not charged against the departments’ 
operations budget, but were charged to 
capital. Hopefully the newly hired certi-
fied professional accountant will realign 
these apparent discrepancies.

Hired staff remained firm and resisted 
making cuts in capital or operating bud-
gets as proposed by the mayor. Not even a 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
Wilmot councillors’ buzzword

Continued on page 25
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new $80,000 pickup truck. Any reductions 
in the tax levy (7.9 > 7.1 per cent) resulted 
from cuts made by councillors within their 
own council department budget.

With the Strong Mayor’s arbitrary time 
clock ticking down, council ran out of time 
to make further cuts. They tried their best 
and will return to it after they get the doc-
uments that they needed and wanted now.

Coun. Dunstall is assuming the role of 
president of the New Hamburg Board of 
Trade, and it’s rumoured that she will not 

be seeking a second term. In my opinion, 
that’s a gain for the board of trade and a 
loss to Wilmot council. Lillianne has dis-
played a good grasp of the information 
and an analytical grasp on complicated 
financial and legislative data that is quite 
often contradictory from different sources. 
She has offered suggestions that she be-
lieved would make Wilmot a better place 
in which to live.

The good news, though, is that Ward 4 
voters may have time between now and 
Oct. 26 to seek out and encourage potential 

candidates for the two New Hamburg 
seats; people who have an ability to read 
and understand complex information and 
supporting numerical data. People who can 
analyze data, separate the chaff from the 
wheat, synthesize new understandings and 
alternatives, ask probing questions seeking 
clarity and transparency, and comprehen-
sively communicate their observations.

It is my opinion that the Strong Mayor’s 
Budget Powers have not achieved their 
purpose, as stated by Doug Ford. The pur-
pose was to build 1.5 million additional 

housing units in 10 years.
“Transparency” is just a buzzword in 

Wilmot. I await a transparent, direct cor-
relation between this strong mayor’s bud-
get and the construction of a single addi-
tional housing unit in Wilmot. This process 
failed to produce! Municipalities need 
leadership that demonstrates less hubris 
and more humility. Fulsome transparency 
is a starting point!

Respectfully submitted,
Barry Wolfe, Baden

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Pancake Supper at the Tavistock Memorial 
Legion
Serving from 4:30 until 7:00 pm
For more information call at 519-655-2992
Tavistock Memorial Legion
223 Hope Street West Tavistock
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
7 p.m.
Council Chambers
89 Loveys Street East, Hickson
Perth East council meeting
7 p.m.
Council chambers
25 Mill Street East, Milverton
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19
All-You-Can-Eat Spagetti Dinner in 
support of Carter Kuchma
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Hosted by Sprucedale Parent Council and 
Quehl's Restaurant with all proceeds going to 
the Kuchma family. Tickets must be purchased 
in advance at Sprucedale Public School
Shakespeare Optimist Hall
3976 Galt St., Shakespeare
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23
Wilmot Council meeting
7-10 p.m.
Council chambers
60 Snyder’s Road W., Baden
FRIDAY, MARCH 6
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
2 p.m.
Service prepared by WDP committee of 
Nigeria "I will give your rest: come"
Hillcrest Mennonite Church, 
1056 Huron St. New Hamburg

TUESDAY, MARCH 10
Wellesley Council meeting
6:45 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18
Community Care Concepts Lunch and 
Fellowship
12 p.m.
Please register by Mar 13 by calling 519-664-
1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Wilmot Rec Complex, 
1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden
SATURDAY, MARCH 21
Oxford Philatelic Society OXPEX & OTEX 
2026 Stamp Show
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Free admission and parking.
Framed and Judged exhibits, Stamp dealers, 
youth gift bags, Sales Circuit, draw prizes. 
Contact: dhfe@silomail.com  
Web: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford
St. Mary's Catholic High School, 
431 Juliana Drive, Woodstock
TUESDAY, MARCH 24
"LIFE WORTH LIVING"
7 p.m.
The one-hour film was produced by 
Woodstock native, Alex Schadenberg, 
Executive Director of Euthanasia Prevention 
Coalition and will be followed by a Q & A 
session with Alex. Admission is free. For 
more information, please email info@
oxfordcountyrighttolife.com
Woodstock Polish Hall, 
878 Dufferin Street, Woodstock

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25
Community Care Concepts Lunch and 
Fellowship
12 p.m.
Please register by Mar 20 by calling 519-664-
1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Linwood Community Centre, 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood
MORNING & EVENING BIBLE READING
Read the Bible in a Year in Community
Morning meeting 6:00 a.m. daily
Evening meeting 6:00 p.m. daily
Contact Arthur Rosh if interested.
Phone number: 226-899-1551
Email address: arthur.rosh@gmail.com
Location to be determined in New Hamburg, 
Tavistock, Baden, Wellesley, New Dundee, St. 
Agatha, Shakespeare, Petersburg, Hickson, 
Punkeydoodle’s Corner and area
EVERY WEDNESDAY
TOPS - Taking off Pounds Sensibly 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.   
TOPS is a non-judgmental weight loss 
support group.  Need help on your weight loss 
journey.   For info call Cathie 519-662-9273.
St James Church, Baden
Wednesday Night Euchre at the New 
Hamburg Legion
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
65 Boulee St., New Hamburg
3RD THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH
TAVISTOCK MENS CLUB MEETINGS
Dinner at 6.15
No meetings in July and August
Welcome to attend. Phone: 519-655-3573  
Website: tavistockmensclub.ca
78 Woodstock St N

STAMP CLUB
Oxford Philatelic Society
Meetings: 2nd Tuesday (2-4 p.m.) and 4th 
Tuesday (7 to 9 p.m.)
September to May
If you have never belonged to a stamp club, 
now’s the time. Meet new friends, grow your 
knowledge and collection. 
Contact: Don Eaton dhfe@silomail.com
Website: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford
Church of the Epiphany
560 Dundas Street, Woodstock Ontario N4S 1C7
FREE SENIORS ACTIVITIES
Tavistock Seniors Activities @ Tavistock 
Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St. Tavistock ON, 
except Shuffleboard
Pickleball Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
afternoon, 12-4 p.m. Contact: Don Junker 
519-535-7052
Cards Monday , Wednesday  afternoon 1-4 
p.m., euchre, crib (bring board), etc. Just drop 
in to play, good to bring  someone . Contact: 
Bob Routly 519-301-2118
Inside walking Monday & Wednesday morn-
ing 8.30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Contact: Larry Brown  
519-240-6715
Crokinole  Monday , Wednesday morning 
8.30 a.m. - 12 p.m., Just drop in to play, good 
to bring  someone. Contact: John Schultz 
519-655-2346
Shuffleboard @ arena, Wednesday 12:30-4 
and Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Contact: Don 
Junker 519-535-7052.
VON Smart Seniors Exercise, Tuesday and 
Thursday morning 9 - 10 a.m.; Village Manor 
10:25 - 11:25 a.m. Contact: 519-539-1231 x 6285

Ser v ing
Ont ar io

Ag r ic ul t ur e
s inc e 1966! 

Famil y o w ned  
& 

Oper at ed519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
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Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - FEBRUARY/MARCH 2026

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: thewtgazette@gmail.com

The Community Calendar allows non-profit organizations to promote their free admission
community events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location
as well as contact information (ie phone number, email address or website).
If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, The
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette offers the following options for promoting your community events:

Coming Events Word Ad  (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
Coming Events Boxed Word Ad (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
Display Ad - Sizes begin at a Small Classified Display ad (3.3" x 2.5") - $35 + hst 

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

Continued from page 24
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TO BOOK YOUR SPACE, EMAIL THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

SERVICE DIRECTORY —
AUTOMOTIVE

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

ASSISTANCE

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1 2024-10-22   4:32 PM2024-10-22   4:32 PM

AUTOMOTIVE
E&L

CSN - E&L
374 Hamilton Road, 
Unit 4, New Hamburg, 
ON, N3A 2K2

Ryan Pacey
Manager

T: 519-662-1892
E: newhamburg@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)
Website: csncollision.ca/el

CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

To book your space 
call Heather Dunbar 

at 226.261.1837 or 
heather@granthaven.com

CLASSIFIED ADS
2 7 1 8 6 3 4 9 5

8 3 5 9 2 4 7 6 1

6 9 4 5 1 7 2 3 8

3 1 6 2 7 5 8 4 9

9 5 8 4 3 1 6 7 2

7 4 2 6 8 9 5 1 3

1 2 3 7 4 8 9 5 6

5 6 7 3 9 2 1 8 4

4 8 9 1 5 6 3 2 7

SUDOKU SOLUTION

Quiz Time Answers
1.	 Mount Olympus
2.	 A kangaroo
3.	 Ravens
4.	 The liver
5.	 Bad Bunny
6.	 William 

Shakespeare

7.	 Cerberus
8.	 MKUltra
9.	 North Atlantic 

Treaty 
Organization

10.	Buyer beware

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, 
Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether 
Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches 
and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive 
etc. Any old oil  cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc 
Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out 
stuff please contact me - 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE
Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears, 
peaches, plums, sweet and sour cherries, apricots, 
nectarines, blueberries, haskapp grapes, raspberries, 
elderberries etc.  Lots of spruce, pine, cedars for wind-
break and privacy hedges.  Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers 
ready to go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon-
Sat 7:00am to 6:00pm
Martin’s Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON 
N0G 2X0 (1 Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line)

FOR SALE
Winemaking equipment, carboys, corker, siphons, 
thermometers, and other equipment. Also, have female 
speed skates size 39 (new) for sale. Call Irma Neff at 1 
519 595 7258

ONLINE
READ US

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE/

TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD CONTACT: 
HEATHER DUNBAR AT 226.261.1837 OR 

HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM

Seeking these specific skills: 
Administrative (Record Keeping)
Web Design 
Human Resources experience
Accounting experience 
Grant writing / proposal experience 
Excellent verbal communication skills

Tapisforyou@outlook.com

NEW BOARD MEMBERS
TAP BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Contribution to Team:
2 year term commitment
Participate in monthly board meetings 
Participate in local fundraising activities
Attend 1 – 2 events per year
Other duties as requested

Resume and cover letter can be submitted to:

The candidate must reside within the Tavistock area.

Submission deadline is Friday, February 27 

is looking for

HELP WANTED

TESTIMONIAL
Ian McKie

Chair of Leadership and
Training, New Hamburg Legion

“We want to thank you 
for the great ad! 

We had 70 people show up,
almost capacity! The seminar was

great. Dave Clark, our WRPS
officer, knew his stuff! Took us

through lots of issues and
examples; plus he answered

many great questions.
Thank you!  This has hopefully

helped a lot of people avoid the
devastation of fraud.”

Customer

To advertise with us, contact 
Heather Dunbar at 226.261.1837 

or heather@granthaven.com
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EXCAVATING

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

MASSAGE

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
• Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

PLUMBING
McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

LEGAL

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

INVESTMENTS

LANDSCAPING

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

STORAGE
STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE

Call for Pricing!
MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

SALES REP

COMPUTERS

FOCUSFOCUS COMPUTERS COMPUTERS 

73 PEEL ST,
NEW HAMBURG
519-662-6720

NOW SELLING 

AUDIO INTERFACES

AND OTHER MUSICAL

ACCESSORIES!!
VIRUS REMOVAL
ON SITE AND IN-STORE SERVICE
NEW AND USED COMPUTERS To book your space call 

Heather Dunbar 
at 226.261.1837 or 

heather@granthaven.com
To advertise, contact 

Heather Dunbar at 226.261.1837 or 
heather@granthaven.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

HEALTH SERVICES

ATTENT
IO

N 
• A

TTENTION • ATTENTION • ATTENT
IO

N 
• A

TTENTION • ATTENTION • 

CHIROPRACTIC
LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

CONTRACTORS

Residential � Commercial
Agricultural � jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

REAL ESTATE

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

CONSTRUCTION

WINDOW CLEANING
Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 

Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

ELECTRICAL

Bradin Mogk

ECRA/ESA License #7016946

RESIDENTIAL        COMMERCIAL        AGRICULTURAL
(519) 535-4767  /  mogkelectric@gmail.com

DENTAL

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

SERVICES (all ages welcome): dental 
cleaning & polishing (stain removal), 

teeth whitening, custom sport 
mouthguards, oral cancer screening, 

denture cleanings & more!
ONLINE BOOKING @ www.wilmotsmiles.ca
226-880-1648   lisa@wilmotsmiles.ca

NEW HAMBURG, ONTARIO

DENTAL

COUNSELLING

SALES  REPRESENTAT IVE

640 Riverbend Dr. 
Kitchener ON, N2K 3S2

kate@paulandkatekw.com
226-789-3846

KATE GINGERICH

THINKING OF
MAKING A

MOVE?

REAL ESTATE

Invest for 
Income

Jack Tchabushnig
Associate Investment Advisor

519.883.6066  •  Twealth@raymondjames.ca 
Twealthgroup.comr

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT TEAM
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MADE FOR A
love that lasts a lifetime

DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!


