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Council rejects
integrity
commissioner's
recommended
sanctions for
Ehgoetz

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Editor

Perth County council has declined to for-
mally reprimand Coun. Rhonda Ehgoetz or
suspend her pay after the county's integrity
commissioner found she breached multiple
provisions of council's code of conduct stem-
ming from a contentious forestry-bylaw de-
bate earlier this year.

Instead, following a presentation by integ-
rity commissioner John Mascarin and lead
investigator Meghan Cowan of Aird & Berlis
LLP at its July 2 meeting, council voted only
to require Ehgoetz to remove the Facebook
posts that formed part of the investigation.
Council voted against recommendations to
formally reprimand Ehgoetz and suspend her
remuneration for 20 days.

The investigation arose from three for-
mal code-of-conduct complaints related to

(AMANDA NELSON PHOTO)
Wilmot Mayor Natasha Salonen serves up some cake at the Wilmot Canada Day celebrations in New Hamburg. Turn to page 4 for more
photos from the event.

Citizens group claims latest water report
should not be treated as a ‘clean bill of health’

Farnan said more transparency is needed by the region

LEE GRIFFI

Guagzette Reporter

The confusion surrounding the wa-
ter situation in Wilmot Township and
the Region of Waterloo didn’t improve
following the release of what’s called a
centre well field groundwater monitoring

results report.

Citizens for Safe Ground Water
(CSGW) is calling on the region to treat
it as an early warning signal, not as reas-
surance the aquifer is healthy.

“A review of the Burnside 2025
Biennial = Groundwater =~ Monitoring
Report identifies a sustained downward

trend in the AFB2 production aquifer
beginning around 2019/2020, with late-
2025 water levels reported approximate-
ly one metre below historical pre-2020
lows,” explained a press release.

It added the same aquifer is used by oth-
er municipal wells, making the decline

Continued on page 2

Ehgoetz's actions before and after a special
county council meeting on Feb. 12, when
council debated the future of the county's for-
estry bylaw. Those complaints focused on an
email Ehgoetz sent to all members of council
before the meeting outlining the motion she
intended to introduce, as well as subsequent
Facebook posts and comments she made to

Continued on page 3
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Citizens group claims latest water report should not be
treated as a ‘clean bill of health’

Continued from page 1
relevant to the region’s drinking water
supply and nearby private well users.

The release added the report confirms the
region remained within its permitted an-
nual taking volume but warns that “within
permit” does not necessarily mean “sus-
tainable.” While the report sounds confus-
ing, CSGW treasurer Rory Farnan said it’s
a pretty simple issue in some ways.

“The biannual Burnside report said wa-
ter levels have declined. I get the impres-
sion (the region) doesn’t seem to believe
there is a problem. The interesting thing
is they knew this report was coming out.
They decided to vote in increasing the
pumping before it came out.”

Farnan said Mayor Natasha Salonen has
been supportive of Wilmot on water issues
at regional council, meeting with residents
affected by the alleged water interference
as well as members of CSGW. However,
he noted that, at the end of the day, she
is only one of 16 votes on regional coun-
cil, alongside three other rural township
mayors.

“Quite frankly, I think all of them should
be speaking in unison. We should all be

concerned because when they are done
pumping Wilmot, where are they going
next?” he said.

He added he understood the develop-
ment community needs to be assured it can
continue to build, but at what expense is
there for the rural well users?

“I think right now they are not being
treated with the same amount of urgency
and respect as developers are,” Farnan
said.

The Wilmot Centre well field pro-
duced 3,761,142 cubic metres in 2024
and 4,161,928 cubic metres in 2025, an
increase of over 400,000 cubic metres or
11 per cent, while nearby precipitation
stations recorded below-average rainfall
conditions.

“The report is not a clean bill of health.
It’s identified a couple of things that have
raised some alarm bells, one being the de-
cline of the municipal production aquifer,”
said Farnan. “The well is at a historical
low, but what did the region do? Twice in
the last 90 days, they have approved in-
creases in the amount of pumping they are
doing.”

He added when the region has increased
pumping, the water table has dropped.

“To me, there’s an obvious connection.
The report goes on to say they are pump-
ing within their limit, but that does not
equal sustainable pumping ... especially
over the hot summer we have experienced
so far.”

CSGW is also warning the region’s dis-
missal of recent well-interference com-
plaints and lack of complaints before 2026
should not be treated as proof that there are
no impacts.

“Private well owners may not know
that groundwater interference is occur-
ring, may not know how to report it, or
may experience gradual changes before a
well failure becomes obvious. The report
also notes historical mitigation related to
a pond west of the well field, reinforcing
that impacts connected to the well field
have been serious enough in the past to re-
quire ongoing attention,” said Farnan.

The citizen’s group said the core issue
is simple; the monitoring program should
not only document deterioration after the
fact. It should identify risks early enough

to prevent harm to the shared groundwater
resource, the municipal water supply and
private well users.

“This report should be treated as a warn-
ing light on the dashboard,” Farnan said.
“The right response is not to wait for pri-
vate wells to fail or for aquifer levels to
decline further. The region should act now
with stronger monitoring, clearer public
reporting and better protections for rural
residents who depend on private wells.”

Farnan was scheduled to delegate at last
(Wednesday) night’s Region of Waterloo
regular meeting and said CSGW will con-
tinue to advocate for the people of Wilmot.
He is hopeful the region gets its review of
the well-interference complaint process
right.

“We hope that come August, there will
be a clearer framework that provides more
fairness to the current situation.”

CSGW is asking for a third-party inves-
tigative process as opposed to the current
system where the region investigates itself.

The region is holding a public meeting
on Tuesday, July 14, at the region’s cafete-
ria at 150 Frederick St. in Kitchener.

Region claims it has restored

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

The Region of Waterloo announced
what it calls a significant increase in water
capacity at the Mannheim Service Area.

“This restores water capacity, ensuring a
continued safe and sustainable water sup-
ply to support community needs,” said a
region press release.

The move means a seven-month freeze in
construction starts in Kitchener, Waterloo,
Elmira and other parts of the region will be
lifted later this month.

“Unlocking this additional supply soon-
er than anticipated is a critical turning
point for our community,” said Regional
Chair Karen Redman. “This is welcome
news for families looking for a place to

live, businesses looking to invest, to create
jobs, and for communities planning for the
future.”

The region said a total of 30 litres per
second (L/s) of water capacity is ready for
area municipalities for projects within the
Mannheim Service Area. This includes
10 L/s immediately and 20 L/s available
this fall when Mannheim Side Stream is
expected to be online. The announcement
was made at a Kitchener press conference
on Tuesday morning.

“Unlocking this additional supply soon-
er than anticipated is a critical turning
point for our community,” added Redman.
“Regional council challenged staff and
our technical partners to leave no stone
unturned in identifying additional water
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and increased water capacity

capacity, and I’'m proud that their hard
work has delivered results ahead of sched-
ule. This achievement reflects the innova-
tion, determination and expertise of staff,
as well as the valuable contributions of
our municipal, provincial and industry
partners.

Redman said the new water strengthens
the water system, supports housing for up
to 10,500 residents and up to 5,000 jobs.

The region explained a key part of its
achievement was optimizing existing
wells, which generated the extra 10 L/s
of water, a significant addition to overall
capacity. Well optimization looks at the
overall supply system to see how wells can
be used more efficiently, increasing supply
from some wells and protecting the long-
term health and sustainability of others.

“As we focus on new, innovative infra-
structure to deliver water when and where
we need it, [ want to allay any fears and be
clear; we have enough water for Waterloo
Region residents,” said Ken Brothers, the
region’s commissioner of water services.
“I also want to recognize that today is a
milestone moment in addressing the ca-
pacity constraint, and 1 want to take this

opportunity to thank regional council,
staff, area municipal colleagues, techni-
cal experts and the development industry.
Through this work, I am confident we have
a balanced path forward.”

Brothers said he wanted to ease any con-
cerns residents may have about water sup-
ply or quality.

“We have enough water for Waterloo
Region residents. As a result of everyone
coming to the table to find solutions, to
work as quickly and safely as possible, to
find us a balanced path forward out of this
constraint. I think we’re there today.”

The region explained that over the
last six months, the region, area munici-
palities, the province and industry have
worked together to expedite infrastructure
repairs, transfer water from Wilmot Centre
and implement operational improvements
to stabilize and strengthen the Region's
water system.

“This has allowed the region to restore
and boost capacity, unlocking addition-
al water to support new opportunities for
jobs, housing and essential community
services,” added the release.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CONTACT HEATHER DUNBAR AT
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Council rejects integrity
commissioner's recommended
sanctions for Ehgoetz

Continued from page 1

Grant Haven Media that were published
in the St. Marys Independent, among
other papers, criticizing Warden Dean
Trentowsky and alleging the meeting re-
cording had been "doctored."

“To be absolutely clear, the recommen-
dations are actually the only matters be-
fore council for consideration this morn-
ing,” Cowan said. “Council is the deci-
sion-making body and is entrusted with
enforcing its cord of conduct. As noted, we
have investigated the complaint and have
produced a report that details its findings
and conclusions. We saw fit to make rec-
ommendations in this case.”

In their report, Mascarin and Cowan
concluded, on a balance of probabilities,
that Ehgoetz contravened multiple sec-
tions of the county's code of conduct, in-
cluding provisions requiring councillors
to act in good faith, respect council's deci-
sion-making process, refrain from making
derogatory comments and exercise sound
judgment when communicating publicly.
The investigators found no breach of the
code's workplace harassment provision.

The report found Ehgoetz's Feb. 11
email, sent to all members of council
ahead of the special meeting, amounted to
"a deliberate attempt ... to get 'in front' of
the debate" by advancing council business
outside of a public meeting.

"As an experienced member of council,
and indeed as the former warden of the
county, the councillor ought to have been
very well aware of the procedures ex-
pected of members of council,”" the report
states.

Investigators also rejected Ehgoetz's as-
sertion that Warden Dean Trentowsky bul-
lied her during the Feb. 12 meeting after
he warned council about the potential im-
plications of her email.

"We do not agree at all with this view,"
the report states. "In our opinion, the war-
den was making council aware of an issue
that he believed was a concern and, as
chair of the meeting, he was entitled to do
so."

The report further concluded Trentowsky
"remained calm but firm and did not dis-
respect the councillor," adding Ehgoetz
"overreacted in labelling the warden a
bully.'"

Investigators also found Ehgoetz's pub-
lic allegations that county staff had "doc-
tored" the council meeting recording were
unsupported and should never have been
made without first seeking clarification
from staff.

"If the councillor had concerns about the
recording and posting methods of council
meetings, she could have made appropri-
ate inquiries with staff," the report states.
"She did not and instead repeated her un-
founded assertions without taking steps
to attempt to educate herself about the
process."

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

In recommending sanctions, the integri-
ty commissioner noted Ehgoetz's long ex-
perience in municipal government, includ-
ing her previous service as county warden,
her refusal to apologize and the fact the
Facebook posts remained publicly acces-
sible months after they were made.

The report recommended council for-
mally reprimand Ehgoetz, suspend her re-
muneration for 20 days — 10 days for send-
ing the email and 10 days for her public
comments — and request she immediately
remove the Facebook posts.

“The only thing I have to say is I do not
agree with the recommendations, and I
have nothing more to say,” said Ehgoetz at
the July 2 meeting.

Earlier in the meeting, the councillor and
Perth East mayor declared a conflict of
interest with the agenda item and did not
vote on the matter but was given a chance
to comment on the integrity commission-
er’s recommendations. The warden, mean-
while, stood down as chair of the meeting,
handing proceedings over to past Warden
Doug Kellum, while the integrity commis-
sioner’s report was being discussed.

In response to the report, Ehgoetz pro-
vided written submissions to the integri-
ty commissioner defending her actions,
maintaining throughout the investigation
that her email was intended only to point
out what she believed was a procedural
discrepancy regarding the forestry bylaw
and not to influence council's decision.
She also reiterated concerns about how the
Feb. 12 meeting was handled and argued
the integrity commissioner should also
have examined the conduct of the warden
and county staff, though the report notes
those matters were outside the commis-
sioner's jurisdiction because no complaints
had been filed against them.

Following discussion, council rejected
the recommended reprimand and pay sus-
pension, opting only to direct Ehgoetz to
remove the Facebook posts identified in
the report.

“Unfortunately, we’re in a position that
does not put the county in very good light,
I believe,” Coun. Bob Wilhelm said. “I
think that probably Coun. Ehgoetz has
been through enough and I don’t agree
with any of these recommended penalties.

“ ... I think Rhonda’s been through
enough.”

Council's decision brings the integrity
commissioner's investigation to a close,
though the findings remain part of the pub-
lic record.

Ehgoetz announced on her personal
Facebook page earlier this year that she
would not run for re-election as Perth East
mayor in the Oct. 26 municipal election,
making this term her last as a member
of Perth County council unless she seeks
re-election again in the future and is once
again appointed by Perth East council to
serve on county council.
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Wilmot Township celebrates Canada Day at Norm Hill Park

(AMANDA NELSON PHOTOS)

Cake, community and Canadian pride filled New Hamburg as residents celebrated Canada Day on July 1, including Wilmot Agricultural Society Ambassador Erin Jackson pictured top left.
The celebration continued throughout the day with live entertainment, activities, food vendors and fireworks.
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Township of Wilmot council hosted the annual community Canada Day cake cutting that
was enjoyed by residents of all ages. Pictured, Coun. Lillian Dunstall serves cake to attend-
ees alongside other council members during the celebration.
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In response to growing demand for reliable service,
we're proud to offer complete property services
and management.
Our new services include:
Weekly lawn mowing and maintenance
Yard cleanup and debris removal
Removal of sheds, fencing, playgrounds and
unwanted structures
Flower bed and rock garden removal
Estate property cleanups for upcoming sales
Exterior home and deck power washing
Basement and garage cleanouts
Assistance with bylaw property cleanup orders
Skid steer services (regrading, backfilling, brush
mowing, post hole augering and soil removal)
Locally grown tree sales (Grown by KandT
Farms)
We will continue to provide our full range of
professional tree services, including removals,
pruning, stump grinding, and lawn repair.

Proudly serving our community with
quality, care and local expertise.

CALL TOM to chat about how we can help
519-580-6255 or treefellar@netflash.net

Members of Wilmot Fire Serwces joined residents in celebrating Canada Day, taking time to
pose for a group photo during the festivities.
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A colourful bike parade featurlng children and families dressed in their best Canadlan splrlt took centre stage as community members gathered that afternoon.
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Families gathered for the Township of Wilmot's opening ceremonies, featuring the New
Hamburg Legion Colour Guard and a performance of “O’ Canada,” by The Community Play-
ers and the New Hamburg Concert Band
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Oxford MP appointed to justice critic role

JEFF HELSDON

Gazette Reporter

Oxford MP Arpan Khanna says he will
be creative while holding the government
to account in his new role as the official
opposition's shadow minister for justice
and attorney general of Canada.

Khanna’s appointment was announced
among other shuffles in the Conservative
benches by Opposition Leader Pierre
Poilievre on June 30. Khanna will also
continue to serve as the Conservative
Party's national outreach chair.

As a former lawyer, Khanna brings legal
experience and a strong record of advocat-
ing for common-sense justice reform. In
Parliament, he was active on the file, in-
troducing the “Jail Not Bail Act,” which
championed tougher measures to keep
repeat violent offenders behind bars and
restore accountability to Canada's justice
system.
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Interviewed the next day, Khanna was
upfront that the new role will be a chal-
lenge in the face of what he called the
“manufactured majority” in Parliament
and changes in the structure of the com-
mittees. But he said he will do everything
he can to fight for a justice system that pro-
tects victims, secures the borders, upholds
the rights and freedoms of law-abiding
Canadians and ensures violent criminals
face meaningful consequences.

“I will use every tool in the toolbox to
fight for Canadians,” he said.

The shadow cabinet is a team of opposi-
tion MPs who are assigned roles to mon-
itor government ministers and offer alter-
native policies.

"I look forward to getting to work with our
Conservative team on behalf of Canadians.
Our message is simple; Canadians deserve
a justice system that protects the inno-
cent, supports victims, respects the rights
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of law-abiding Canadians and puts public
safety first. We are ready to do the work to
restore confidence in our justice system."

Khanna’s portfolio overlaps with
Shadow Minister for Public Safety Frank
Caputo’s on the firearms file. This is a large
issue in rural Canada where gun owners
are critical of Liberal policies they say tar-
get them instead of criminals. Khanna said
he will “defend lawful gun owners while
keeping criminals off the streets.”

Although his responsibilities have in-
creased at the national level, Khanna said
his priority is still Oxford residents.

"My commitment to the people of
Oxford remains unwavering,” he said. “It
is the honour of a lifetime to represent our
community in Parliament, and I will con-
tinue fighting every day for the families,
workers, farmers and businesses that make
Oxford such a great place to call home.
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Arpan Khanna has been appointed the Offi-
cial Opposition's shadow minister for justice
and attorney general of Canada, while con-
tinuing to serve as the Conservative Party's
national outreach chair.
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Dunstall not seeking re-election in Wilmot

Ward 2 councillor will focus on Board of Trade duties

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

Lillianne Dunstall’s political career will
come to an end in November.

One of two Wilmot Ward 4 councillors
will not have her name on the ballot on
Oct. 26 after serving one term. Dunstall
made the announcement in a recent
Facebook video.

“After some considerable thought, I
have decided not to run for re-election.
Some of you may be pretty happy about
that and some of you may not, but I am not
going away,” she said in the video.

Dunstall is now the president of the New
Hamburg Board of Trade, something that
has taught her the area needs more of a
commercial sector.

“It creates jobs and it takes the tax bur-
den off of our residents.”

As she reflected on the last few years
as a member of council, Dunstall said she
learned how little power lower-tier munic-
ipalities actually have.

“Many, many decisions that affect our
community are made at the regional level,
which leaves local council frustrated and
with a lot less influence than our residents
expect.”

The Gazette reached out to Dunstall to

take a closer look at her thoughts on how
regional government functions.

“Before I ran for council, I made the as-
sumption council has a lot more influence
on decisions. I found out very quickly that
isn’t the case. Water, wastewater, transit
and some growth decisions, those are all
regional responsibilities, and I don’t think
our constituents are aware of that.”

Dunstall said residents deserve to know
who makes what decisions in a two-tier
system.

“It’s about understanding who has the
authority to make the decisions. Local
council still plays an important role but
knowing what level of each government
is responsible for helps our constituents
understand.”

She added it is important to ensure de-
cisions at the regional level don’t come at
the expense of Wilmot residents, its farm-
ers and rural way of life. Dunstall also
pointed out regional staff members have
always been supportive when she would
reach out.

“I have worked with Grand River Transit
both as a councillor and as the president
of the Board of Trade to get transit into
Wilmot for residents and businesses. They
have always been there to offer what they
could. The issue is that regional council

makes the decisions as to where funds are
allocated, and it is at that level we need to
have more representation.”

Wilmot provides the Region of Waterloo
with significant water, aggregate resources
and land, but Dunstall said when it comes
to making investment decisions, the town-
ship doesn’t have much of a voice at the
table.

“That’s where I think there is an inequi-
ty. I don’t think we can change the author-
ity who makes those decisions. The region
has it whether it's right or wrong, and it is
what it is.”

Dunstall shared her Ward 4 post with
Coun. Steven Martin, who is throwing his
hat back in the election ring. She said de-
spite their differences, they worked well
together.

“We have always been extremely re-
spectful of each other. We have different
approaches and we view things from a dif-
ferent lens. However, that was an advan-
tage because it meant all voices in New
Hamburg were at the table.”

She joked the pair vowed not to come
to blows in the parking lot and added they
always explained their positions to each
other when they took different stances on
an issue.

“When [ understood where he was

coming from, I may not have agreed, but |
understood his thought process,” Dunstall
said.

Dunstall also highlighted some of the
achievements during this term of council,
including Canada Day operations being
given back to local service clubs, the res-
urrection of the Prime Ministers Path and
the introduction of mandatory financial
training for all members of council.

“Why was that never implemented? We
are dealing with millions of taxpayer dol-
lars, and that’s probably something people
have never experienced in their careers,
but it was really important.”

She added she can be most impactful for
Wilmot in her role with the board of trade.

“Wilmot has the lowest base commer-
cial tax rate compared to Kitchener and
even some of the other rural locations that
have a lot more industry. I’d like to see the
board of trade expand to include manufac-
turing, trades and service providers. They
bring the jobs, and we need more of them.
People want to work where they live.”

Dunstall also thanked other councillors,
the mayor and township staff. She ended
her video by thanking her constituents.

“It was truly a privilege to represent

Gazette readership area feels the wrath of Mother
Nature on Canada Day

LEE GRIFFI

Guagzette Reporter

Canada Day thunderstorms left
moderate damage and power out-
ages scattered across the region.

Wilmot Township

“Damage from Wednesday’s
storm includes large tree limbs
on roads, in parks and along trails
throughout the township. Staff
continue to inspect affected areas
and remove debris to help ensure
public safety,” said a statement
from the township.

It added that residents who
see downed trees on roads, bou-
levards, in parks, or along trails
are encouraged to report them by
emailing publicworks@wilmot.
ca.

“Cleanup efforts are expected
to be completed by the middle of
(this) week. We thank residents
for their patience and understand-
ing as staff continue this work.”

East Zorra-Tavistock

“Overall, we didn’t see a lot of
damage on municipal roadways
from the storms on Canada Day.
We had a few larger branches
that had to be cleared from the

roadways with our loader,” said
Tom Lightfoot, the township’s
director of infrastructure and
community services.

“Two locations had trees that
were in contact with the hydro
lines, so we had to barricade
those areas until Hydro One
could take the trees off the hydro
lines. One location was cleared
Thursday afternoon, and the oth-
er was cleared yesterday morn-
ing. Public works staff was out
Thursday morning patrolling the
roads and clearing any smaller
debris,” he added.

Perth East

“We had multiple trees down
over multiple days last week, cre-
ating hydro disruptions and road
closures,” said roads supervisor
Justin Taylor.

Craigowan Golf and Country
Club

The golf course on Highway
59 at Huntingford lost power fol-
lowing a powerful Canada Day
storm, and as a result, thousands
of dollars of food was lost. The
operation was closed for approx-
imately 18 hours and opened on
Friday with a limited menu.

(PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE WHAT'S UP WILMOT FACEBOOK PAGE)

Township of Wilmot Councillor Lillianne Dunstall caught the image on the right of the storm rolling in over
Norm Hill Park in New Hamburg, cutting the annual Canada Day festivities short. Jennifer Pearl shared this

image of a downed tree in front of Scran and Dram on Waterloo street in New Hamburg following the storm.

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES CONTACT HEATHER DUNBAR AT 226.261.1837 OR HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Wilmot hopes Nithy will lure visitors to local
attractions through new tourism campaign

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Ediror

Wilmot Township is hoping its most fa-
mous mythical resident will help introduce
more people to some of the community's
biggest attractions.

At its June 22 council meeting, coun-
cillors were introduced to a new tourism
initiative called "When in Wilmot," a so-
cial-media campaign featuring Nithy, the
legendary Nith River Monster, as its mas-
cot. Developed by staff from the town-
ship's community services department and
Castle Kilbride, the campaign is designed
to encourage residents and visitors alike
to explore key destinations throughout the
municipality.

“When in Wilmot has the potential to
increase tourism across the township and
showcase all of our local shops, businesses
and farms that are Nithy approved,” said
township supervisor of recreation pro-
gramming Lacey Smith. “We can expand
Nithy and his adventures to all aspects of
the community, including everything from
special-event visits to local celebrations
like Victoria Day, the Mennonite Relief
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(IMAGE COURTESY OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WILMOT)

Nithy the Nith River Monster is making a comeback as the featured mascot in the Township
of Wilmot’s new social-media tourism campaign, When in Wilmot.

Sale, Canada Day and the New Hamburg
Fall Fair.

“Through our adventures with Nithy,
we can learn and explore heights as tall as
the waterwheel and highlight the features
that make Wilmot the perfect place to call
home.”

The campaign centres on a series of short
social-media videos featuring Nithy visit-
ing three of Wilmot's signature attractions:

* Date: July 14, 2026
* Time: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Region of Waterloo
The Region of Waterloo is reviewing how it responds to groundwater interference
complaints from private well owners. The Region is seeking feedback to help
shape a process that is fair, transparent, and responsive to the needs of our
community. This review focuses specifically on the general complaint and appeal
process, including how concerns are assessed, how decisions are made, and
what happens when interference is identified.

Join us for an in-person drop in public information and consultation session:
* Location: Cafeteria at 150 Frederick St., Kitchener

And fill out the survey online at the link below, or by calling us at 519-575-4400.
More details at engagewr.ca/groundwater-interference-complaints-policy-update

FULL MECHANICAL SERVICES
& TIRES FOR ALL VEHICLES

ALIGNMENT

SUSPENSION

OIL CHANGES

BRAKES

LICENSED VEHICLE
INSPECTION STATION

(= XTIRE]

Service, Repair and Tires.

PASSENGER & LIGHT TRUCK

FARM TIRES

HEAVY TRUCK

LAWN & GARDEN

CAMPERS, RV’S,
ATV’'S & MORE

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519.662.4990 | oktire.com

the Mike Schout Wetlands Preserve,
Castle Kilbride National Historic Site and
the New Hamburg Waterwheel.

The initiative stems from a recom-
mendation in the township's Community
Services Master Plan, which called for
the development of day-trip tourism op-
portunities highlighting Wilmot's unique
attractions.

According to the presentation, Nithy
was chosen as the campaign's central
character because the legendary creature
is unique to Wilmot and has been part of
the township's folklore since the 1950s.
The campaign aims to use that history to
create a fun and recognizable brand while

encouraging people of all ages to discover
local attractions.

Nithy's story has long been woven into
New Hamburg's history. The monster
was first reported in 1953 by then-New
Hamburg police chief George Thomas and
has since inspired newspaper stories, com-
munity celebrations, MonsterFest, parade
floats and decades of local lore.

“This family-friendly and beloved char-
acter offers something for everyone, from
those reminiscing on when they first met
Nithy to those being introduced to him for
the first time,” said Sherri Gropp, the cura-
tor at Castle Kilbride.

The campaign also builds on renewed
interest in the legendary creature. In recent
years, local volunteers restored a long-for-
gotten fibreglass Nithy statue and began
collecting memorabilia tied to the mon-
ster's history in an effort to preserve what
many consider an important piece of New
Hamburg's heritage.

As part of the new tourism initiative,
visitors to featured sites will eventually be
able to scan QR codes linking to addition-
al information and the campaign's video
reels. The township also plans to encour-
age visitors to take selfies with Nithy, in-
teract with the campaign on social media
and explore local shops, businesses and
farms while visiting Wilmot.

OXFORD COUNTY MUNICIPALITIES

2027

BUDGET
SURVEY

How should your tax dollars be spent?
What services matter most to you, and why? Oxford
County’s municipalities are working together to better
understand residents’ priorities and preferences.

Share your 2027 budget priorities by August 31, 2026, at:

www.oxfordcounty.ca/speakup
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United Way Oxford launches annual school supply campaign

LEE GRIFFI

Guazette Reporter

As the cost of back-to-school shopping
continues to climb, United Way Oxford is
once again launching its Supplies4Students
campaign to help Oxford County families.

The Supplies4Students campaign con-
verts monetary donations into gift cards for
Giant Tiger, Staples and Dollarama, giving
families the flexibility to buy the supplies
their children actually need. Every dollar
donated goes directly toward purchasing
gift cards.

“For over a decade, our community part-
ners have been promoting this program as
a more intentional, more appropriate and
more dignified model of support. It allows
families to purchase what they actually
need and provides children with the classic
back-to-school shopping experience that is
part of the fun and excitement experienced
by so many,” said Kelly Gilson, the local
United Way’s executive director.

Last year, the campaign supported 1,382
students from 674 families, but with the
continued rise in need, United Way Oxford
has set a goal of distributing gift cards to
1,400 students and reaching even more
people. When the program first started in
2016, just 300 students received help.

“Back to school is an expensive time of
year — from school supplies to indoor/out-
door sneakers and everything in between,
the costs add up. With more and more

HAYFIELDS T0
CHEESE WHEELS

(VECTEEZY PHOTO)

As families prepare for the new school year, United Way Oxford is once again launching
its annual Supplies4Students campaign to help Oxford County students access the school
supplies they need through gift cards funded by community donations.

families struggling to make ends meet,
this is a meaningful way to lend a helping
hand,” said Gilson.

The program is open to elementary and
high school students, and Gilson explained
it works differently than others, something
done by design.

“Traditionally it's very much a backpack
type of program where there are no choic-
es. You receive a backpack filled with
things people have generously donated,

DROP BY FOR A CASUAL BOOK
SIGNING AND SAY HELLO!

Whether you’ve already read the book or are just

curious, I'd love to see you, chat and sign a copy.
No speeches or formal program. Just great

conversation and friendship.

lohn E. Weltlaufer {Jack)

Location: Oxford County Naval Veterans
Association (Woodstock Navy Club)
959 James Street, Woodstock ON

Date: Tuesday, July 14
Time: 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm
All proceeds will be donated to the Woodstock Hospital

Bring your own copy or purchase one at the
event. | hope to see you there! -Jack

In this candid and deeply human memoir, Jack (John E. Wettlaufer) recounts his
journey from a young farm boy armed with grit and determination to the founder of
Bright Cheese House, Canada’s largest independent cheese company. Along the way, he
shares the lessons he learned through hard work, risk-taking, loyalty, and the steady

support of family and community.

Set against the changing landscape of the Canadian dairy industry, this book offers a
rare behind-the-scenes look at entrepreneurship done the right way. Jack writes openly
about earning trust with employees and suppliers, navigating industry consolidation,
making difficult decisions, and ultimately facing the most challenging choice of his life:
letting go of the family business he built from the ground up.

Throughout the story are moments of humour, humility, and warmth. From
unforgettable employee stories and fishing adventures to thoughtful reflections on
marriage, parenthood, leadership, and giving back, this is not just a business story, but

a life story.

Honest, reflective, and often laugh-out-loud funny, this book is a tribute to resilience,
integrity, and the importance of never forgetting where you came from.

Whether you are an entrepreneur, a business leader, or someone who simply enjoys a
well-told life story, this memoir is a reminder that success is measured not only by
what you build, but by the people you lift along the way.

but they may not be the things you actually
need. By allowing choice, you're actually
providing a much more dignified opportu-
nity for families.”

Families can register online through the
program website, which also includes an
eligibility chart. Assistance is available to
Oxford County families with children at-
tending publicly funded schools, including
those in the Thames Valley District School
Board, London District Catholic School

Board and Conseil scolaire catholique
Providence.

“We provide behind-the-scenes support
and all of the administration, accounting
and all of those things. But we do that all
as our in-kind donation,” Gilson said. “So,
100 per cent of the donations received for
this program go to buy gift cards. If we
were ever in a position, and sometimes we
have been, where there might be some ex-
tra dollars at the end of August, we set it
aside for the next year's program.”

Gilson said the biggest concern each year
is raising enough money to meet demand.

“There's often stress on whether there
will be enough money, but it just goes
to show that we are committed to en-
suring that the dollars for this Oxford
Supplies4Students program stay within
that program.”

Supplies4Students is a partnership be-
tween Operation Sharing, Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Oxford, Salvation Army,
211, Oxford County Community Health
Centre, Children’s Aid Society of Oxford,
Oxford Community Foundation, Kiwanis
Club of Ingersoll and the Ingersoll
Community Foundation, with United Way
Oxford acting as the coordinating lead.

The website includes a chart that shows
whether families qualify, and children
must attend publicly funded schools in
Oxford County. Donations and registration
are both available at unitedwayoxford.ca/
supplies4students/.

Township of Wilmot
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Perth East building activity surges ahead of last year's pace

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Construction activity in Perth East is
off to a strong start in 2026, with building
values for both agricultural and residential
projects well ahead of where they were at
the same time last year.

A comparison of first-quarter building
statistics shows significant growth in new
construction throughout the township,
something that has become increasingly
evident with new homes, farm buildings
and commercial development taking shape
across the municipality.

surprised by the increase in construction
values when the figures were presented to
council earlier this year.

According to the township's building
department report for the end of March,
the value of new agricultural construction
reached $3.79 million in 2026, compared
to $450,000 during the same period in
2025.

Residential construction also saw a
substantial increase, with building values
climbing to $1.75 million compared to
$900,000 during the first three months of
last year. Those figures include new homes
as well as additions to existing residences.

One of the township's largest residential
projects is now underway on the south side
of Milverton.

Mayor Rhonda Ehgoetz said the new
subdivision will include a mix of housing
types, featuring 27 single-detached homes,
28 semi-detached homes and 17 street
townhouses.

The development will also include
commercial and industrial lands, storm-
water-management infrastructure and a
pumping station.

Ehgoetz noted council received a report
on the development, along with a zon-
ing bylaw amendment and draft plan of

subdivision, in May 2024. The approvals
were granted while the property was still
owned by Jeff Bateman.

The property was purchased by O'Malley
Homes, owned by Jon and Derek O'Malley,
in September 2025, and development is
now underway.

As part of the project, an additional en-
trance has been constructed from Perth
Road 131 to serve the new subdivision.

The increase in construction activity re-
flects continued investment in Perth East's
agricultural sector while also meeting the
growing demand for housing throughout
the township.

Coun. Andrew MacAlpine said he was

e
T e

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
New home construction continues in Sebastopol off Perth Road 107 as residential building
activity in Perth East remains well ahead of last year's pace.

A new poultry barn takes shape east of Shakespeare along Perth Road 106, contrlbutlng to
a significant increase in agricultural construction values across Perth East in 2026.

91 Williams St., New Hamburg
Sunday, July12+2-4 p.m.

Style your

This one owner, semi detached home on
a quiet dead end street is move in ready.
The large mature lot is impressive. Two
storey home has 3 bedrooms, all

summer
appliances included, and newer updates

‘ ' forless!
throughout. A great opportunity for first

time buyers. MLS#40843385 AN j
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 1 BN

SHIRLEY KOEHLE

Sales Representative

3519.635.3171

Shop warm-weather
finds and donate what
you no longer need.

Visit MCC New Hamburg
Thrift Centre Today!
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41 Heritage Dr, New Hamburg
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Fryfogel Tavern launches summer fundralsmg campalgn

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Summer is one of the busiest times of the year
at the historic Fryfogel Tavern and Arboretum,
and with visitors arriving throughout July and
August, the Stratford Perth Heritage Foundation
has launched its 2026 fundraising campaign to help
preserve the landmark for future generations.

The foundation, which owns and operates the
Fryfogel Tavern, is a registered charitable organiza-
tion that relies on donations to support the site's day- : L L
to-day operations and ongoing restoration work. _ . T

Funds raised help cover operating expenses while y : S . il avern
also providing the materials needed to continue
preserving the historic inn and tavern, one of Perth
County's best-known heritage sites.

The foundation is encouraging residents and visi-
tors to support its preservation efforts. Donations of
$20 or more are eligible for a charitable tax receipt.

Contributions can be made by e-transfer, cred-
it card or cheque payable to the Stratford Perth . 3 el = Lo e e e
Heritage Foundation and mailed to: Stratford Perth  |& ! . '_:' '1 1.' A N
Heritage Foundation, 675 Foreman Ave., Stratford, |8 3 T Bt ) '\,ﬁx n'! ﬂ“'& [\.&"
Ont., N5SA 0G2. . . BT S A ' '

Board members thank everyone who continues to
support the restoration and preservation of the his-
toric property, helping ensure the Fryfogel Tavern
remains an important part of Perth County's heri-
tage for generations to come.

PO CEXNTY S i, LD £

e "., .
(GARY WEST PHOTO)
Noelle Taylor (front), along with Ali Doupe (left) and Emily Coyne, welcomes visitors to the historic Fryfogel Tavern and Arbore-
tum east of Shakespeare this summer. In addition to greeting guests, the trio helps with painting, maintenance and caring for
historical artifacts donated to the site. They invite everyone to stop by and explore one of Perth County's most treasured heritage
landmarks.

r the call.

Volunteer with Ontario Corps.

Sign up at ontario.ca/OntarioCorps | Ontario @

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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Wellesley council seeks public input before
considering wind-energy proposal

GALEN SIMMONS
Regional Ediror

Wellesley Township council wants to
hear from residents and learn from other
municipalities before deciding whether
to support the next stage of a potential
wind-energy project within the township.

At its June 23 committee-of-the-whole
meeting, council heard a presentation
from Renewable Energy Systems (RES)
Canada Inc., a company exploring the pos-
sibility of developing a wind-energy proj-
ect in Wellesley. Representatives Anita
Ifeadi, development manager, and Nate
VanGeest, director of development, out-
lined why the township has been identified
as a promising location and explained the
carly stages of the development process.

“(Wellesley) has really good wind re-
source in the area, it has minimum sev-
en-metres-per-second wind speed, it is
close to transmission infrastructure that
has capacity on it,” Ifeadi said. “The land
configuration is well suited for construc-
tion and operation, as well as conversation

with (township) staff says there is opportu-
nity to advance wind energy development
in the community.”

Ifeadi also cited growing electricity de-
mand across Ontario and the province's
need for additional non-emitting sources
of power over the coming decades.

The company told council it is in the ear-
liest phase of the project-development pro-
cess and is seeking permission to install a
temporary Light Detection and Ranging
(LiDAR) unit on private property for ap-
proximately one year. The equipment
would collect wind-speed and wind-direc-
tion data to determine whether the site is
suitable for a future wind-energy project.
Collecting the data would not commit the
township or the landowner to a project
proceeding.

RES also outlined the lengthy process
required before any project could move
forward, including environmental and
technical studies, consultation with mu-
nicipalities, Indigenous communities,
landowners and neighbours, and provin-
cial approvals. The presentation noted

that a municipal support resolution would
signal a municipality's willingness to con-
tinue discussions but would not constitute
approval of a wind farm.

Rather than making an immediate deci-
sion, council opted to gather more infor-
mation before considering whether to sup-
port the proposed wind-monitoring work.

“Obviously, this bears with it a lot of
conversation and change within our com-
munity,” Coun. Derek Brick said. “ ... For
the members of the community, this is
news to them and I think it will take time
to get out and spread across the commu-
nity. So, I certainly don’t feel comfortable
making a statement now about the project.
I think it’s going to take time to get ... true
feedback.”

Councillors asked RES to provide refer-
ences from municipalities that have hosted
similar projects so they can better under-
stand the long-term impacts and experi-
ences of other communities. Council also
expressed a desire to hear directly from
Wellesley residents before taking any fur-
ther steps, recognizing the level of public

interest wind-energy projects typically
generate.

Staff were directed to gather additional
information and report back to council at a
future meeting.

“My sense is council’s not ready to make
a firm commitment to go past this initial
stage,” Mayor Joe Nowak said. “But I
don’t think we have to stop the conversa-
tion at this point.”

If the project eventually advances be-
yond the wind-monitoring stage, it would
still be subject to multiple rounds of public
consultation and provincial review before
any turbines could be constructed.

According to the presentation, potential
benefits of a wind-energy project could
include increased municipal tax revenue,
construction and permanent jobs, lease
payments to participating landowners,
community-benefit funding and opportu-
nities for Indigenous partnerships and mu-
nicipal investment.

For now, however, council's decision
means no approval has been granted for a
wind-energy project in Wellesley.

ALISON

WILLSEY
Rel Tipr Brben

REALTOR® since 2005

{ OPEN HOUSE SAT.JULY 11TH

186 NORWICH AVE. 3 bed, 1 bath
mature yard / multiple decks-401 access

WELCOME HOME

o WALk

1:00-3:00 PM -NEW PRICE

355 WOODSTOCK ST. S.
3+2 bed, 3 full baths, det. shop/garage,
pool, inlaw potential, walk up, spacious lot

MLS# 40828409 Price: $437,500

WORKING TO SERVE YOU IN WATERLOO REGION, PERTH AND OXFORD COUNTIES!

Direct: 519-275-4900
Office: 519-747-0231

MLS® 40842921 Price $897,500
258 LASCHINGER BLVD.
4 bed 3 baths, open concept, walk up,
private yard, custom built

Shakespeare

MLS# 40823836 Price: $319,900
3991 PERTH RD. 107. C1 Zoning,
3 bed, 1bath. Possiblities await!

willseyalison@gmail.com

property

MLS#40823112 Price: $819,900
41 BAUER ST. 3 bed 2 full baths, triple
garage, high ceilings, spacious home &

MLS#40813130 Price: $890,000
3498 ROAD 109, 5 bedrooms, 2 baths, just - 76 JACOB ST. E., 3 bed 2 full baths, det.
over % acre, surrounded by farmland

www.willseyrealestate.com

MLS#40837544 Price: $889,900
4 bed 2 full baths, garage att. & det.
double garage, 2 acres

OPEN HOUSE SAT.JULY 11™

1:00-3:00 PM =

MLS#40841793 Price: $599,900

garage, above ground pool, deep yard

www.peakrealtyltd.com

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES CONTACT HEATHER DUNBAR

AT 226.261.1837 OR HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Railway crossing repairs close Road ?
107 south of Shakespeare o

Q

’ ’

- -
BY JAKE GRANT

L7 :'I=."= n | 1. What year did Doug Ford become premier of
Ontario?

Who plays Rick Grimes in The Walking Dead?

What element makes up the majority of
Earth's atmosphere?

4. Which animal was the most sought after
during the fur trade era?

Who says, "Th-th-th-that's all folks!"?
What is botany the study of?
e AL 7. What prominent facial feature is Hello Kitty

(GARY WEST PHOTO) missmg?

Traffic on Perth Road 107 (Highway 59) south of Shakespeare was detoured Tuesday while CN crews repaired the railway 8. Where is the lowest elevation point in
crossing, which had become increasingly rough for motorists over the past year. The one-day closure allowed workers to California?

rebuild and smooth the crossing surface before reopening the road later that evening. Crews paused work briefly to accom- '
modate the midday VIA Rail train before completing the repairs. 9. Michael Stipe was the lead singer of which

band?
OBITUARY 10. What is the roman numeral for 10?

.
Douglas Stanley Otterbein 2
g 3

The family of Douglas Stanley Otterbein is sad to announce his passing on

w N

o o

Wednesday June 24th after a courageous battle with cancer. Born April 11, 1962 9
to Stanley Jacob and the late Barbara Ann Otterbein. Doug was the youngest of ’l 5
three with older brother Brad (Claire) and his sister Karen (Rick). They lived 7
in New Hamburg, ON and spent many of their summers in Honey Harbour on ‘b

Doug grew up playing a variety of sports and was on many of the school and ’
local sports teams. Being a modest man he would later in life tell his children he by PeterS 2026

was “the New Hamburg champion of this and that” depending on what activity
~ we were participating in that particular moment.

After his grade 13 math exam he recruited his best buddy to join the Army
and travel the world seeking adventure. They joined the Canadian Armed Forces
. together. He had a natural aptitude for military life and was quickly promoted to
’ Sergeant, it was one of the quickest promotions they had given out in infantry.

Doug was always committed to a healthy lifestyle, running, cycling, and
weightlifting, this led him to compete in several Ironman competitions throughout his military career.

After leaving the CAF in 1987 he pursued a policing career and joined Durham Regional Police Services in 4
1988 where he worked frontline patrol, was a Use of Force Instructor, and spent 17 years in the Tactical Support
Unit. He was also a member of the Explosive Disposal Unit and Hostage and Rescue Team, he won many sniper
awards, team competitions, and was a repel master during this time. One of his many highlights was rappelling
from inside the top of what was known as the Skydome at the time in Toronto. Doug completed 30 yrs before 1 9
retiring in 2018.

It was early on within his time at DRPS he met his wife Elaine. They settled in the small community of 8 3 9

N

9 17
2

W
O

Enniskillen, ON in 1996 after the birth of their first child, son Brett. And they remained there to welcome two
additional children Eden and Georden.
Doug loved animals and over time had 7 dogs and 7 cats. Doug coached the kids in their various sporting 6 1
activities soccer, baseball and hockey. When both sons decided to be goalies Doug researched and focused spe-
cifically on goalie coaching. He really enjoyed the physical training aspect of coaching and creating dry land 5 4 3 9
training workouts and he built a prowler for the kids to push/pull as part of the workout.
Being a Mopar man, he owned two Dodge Challengers along with many motorcycles, boats, snowmobiles .
and trucks throughout his life. Doug was very hands on and a devoted do it yourselfer and spent much time Answers found on classified page
outdoors working on his various jobs, or cleaning his ‘toys’. Among his friends they often use the term “Dougie
approved” when cleaning their own vehicles or would make a point to clean before coming to visit him knowing see
he would point out any spot they missed. NEWS
Doug was diagnosed in Dec 2024 and fought the good fight trying any and all treatments offered at both —_—
Lakeridge Health Oshawa and at Princess Margaret Hospital. Doug spent his last 6 weeks at LHO before going m
}nt;) Mag{igqld Hosgice in Newclasélet;;vith his familty b}tl his sid; durigg.these é)aSt. (flew Weeks.. Evin ?uri:llg lllis11 JOURNALISM, ONE COMMUNE
ast weeks in care Doug counseled other cancer patients providing advice and guidance proving he lived a fu AT ATIME,
life of service. And a life in the service of others is a life well spent. READ US g / P sl
Two celebrations of life will take place in Doug’s honour. One on Thursday, July 9, from 4 to 7 p.m. at the @NILHNIE
Durham Regional Police Association, 725 Conlin Road in Whitby. The second will take place on Sunday, July
19, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the New Hamburg Legion, 65 Boullee Street, New Hamburg. In lieu of flowers the fami-
ly requests you consider a donation to Marigold Hospice in Newcastle ON.

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE/
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Canada Day windstorm leaves its mark on Perth County hay fields

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Some Perth County farmers are still talking about
the powerful windstorm that swept through the area on
Canada Day, saying the intense gusts caused damage un-
like anything they have seen in years.

Just one hour before the storm struck, a hay field north
of Shakespeare near Amulree had been neatly raked into
windrows and was ready to be baled.

Then the winds arrived.

Farmers in the area say the sudden blast scattered rows
of dry hay across nearby fields and left some crops flat-
tened or damaged. Several residents suggested the storm
may have included a small tornado or localized wind
burst because of the concentrated damage in some areas.

The storm also caused widespread power outages
throughout parts of Perth and Waterloo counties as high
winds toppled trees and damaged hydro infrastructure.

Along with the wind came an enormous cloud of dust
and soil that reduced visibility to near zero in open areas
before heavy rain settled the dust.

Many local residents said they had never experienced a

OBITUARY

Marietta Elizabeth
Gingerich (Roth)
1939-2026

Passed away into the arms
of her loving Saviour on
June 29, 2026, at Nithview
Community in her 88th year.

Born on June 18, 1939 at
Punkey Doodles Corners,
Marietta lived her life cen-
tered on Faith and her family.

She will forever be cher-
ished by her children: James
and his wife Anna, Jennifer
and her husband Mike, and
Jane and her partner Tim, and also her beloved grand-
children Bex, and Daniel (Nathalie).

Marietta is survived by her brother Ross (Glenda),
her sisters Christine (Gerald) and Kitty (Cathy), and
her sisters-in-law Judy and Shirley Gingerich.

Marietta was predeceased by her loving husband
Verlus (2021), her father Titus Roth, her mother
Marjorie Hartlieb (Pat), her sister Patsy Faessler, her
mother and father-in-law Mabel and Willis Gingerich,
and her brother-in-laws Ronald, Robert and Richard
Gingerich

Marietta loved music, tending to her flower beds,
and animals of every kind. She enjoyed knitting and
had a lifelong love of words. Marietta enjoyed a ca-
reer at the KW Record as a type setter.

Marietta loved God and was a faithful member of
First Mennonite Church in Kitchener.

Forever loved.

Relatives and friends were invited to the Mark Jutzi
Funeral Home, 291 Huron Street, New Hamburg,
on Friday, July 3, 2026 from 10:00 a.m. until 11:45
am. The funeral followed in the chapel of the funer-
al home at 12:00 p.m.. Reception followed in the
Waterwheel Room of the funeral home. A private
family interment took place in the First Mennonite
Church Cemetery.

As expressions of sympathy donations to First
Mennonite Church or the Alzheimer's Society of
Waterloo Region and would be greatly appreciated
by the family. Personal condolences can be shared at
www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

High winds on Canada Day created a massive dust storm
across parts of Perth County, reducing visibility to near zero
until rain settled the airborne soil. Many area residents said
it was one of the worst dust storms they had ever witnessed.

dust storm of that magnitude.

While cleanup from the July 1 storm continues in some
locations, farmers are assessing crop damage and hop-
ing favourable weather will allow harvest operations to
resume.

OBITUARY

WETTLAUFER, Joyce Elaine

(nee Schwartzentruber)

4 Died peacefully on
Saturday July 4, 2026 at
Brightshores Owen Sound at
| the age of 85.
Joyce is survived by
her husband of more than
66 years, Earl Wettlaufer.
Cherished mother to Ron
Wettlaufer (Miriam),
Carol Murray (Bill), Dave
Wettlaufer, Brian Wettlaufer
(Michelle), and Elaine

O'Hara (Shawn).

Joyce is the beloved grandmother to Leah,
Rebecca, Kevin, Kayleigh, Morgan, Brooke, Caitlin,
Regan, and Erin; and great-grandmother to 17
great-grandchildren.

Joyce will also be missed by her siblings, Nancy
Livingston (Larry), Jim Schwartzentruber, and
Bonnie Jokic (John); and by her sister-in-law Nancy
Schwartzentruber.

Joyce is predeceased by her parents, Allan
and Winnifred Schwartzentruber, brother Jacob
Schwartzentruber, and her son-in-law Bill Murray.

Joyce will be remembered for her devoted volun-
teering at the Wiarton Hospital Auxillary, and the
Hepworth Legion (who loved her so much they hired
her). She had a long career in the office at Klassen
Bronze. But more than work and volunteer titles,
she was a much loved mom and grandmother and
great-grandmother.

At Joyce's request, cremation has taken place.

A celebration of life will take place at a later date.
Arrangements are entrusted to the Mark Jutzi Funeral
Home, 291 Huron Street, New Hamburg.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations to
Brightshores Owen Sound ICU, and Brightshores
Wiarton Hospital are appreciated and can be made
through the funeral home.

Personal condolences may be posted at www.mark-
jutzifuneralhomes.ca

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
A hay field north of Shakespeare near Amulree had been
raked into windrows just an hour before the Canada Day
windstorm struck. Powerful gusts scattered the dry hay into
a neighbouring soybean field before baling could be com-
pleted.

IN MEMORIAM

In Loving Mem
Oliver Kr

Our Devot

shand, F

Forever in Our Hearts
One year has passed since you left us, yet not a day goes by
that we don't think of you. Your love, wisdom, strength, and
quiet kindness continue to guide us. You were a devoted
husband and father, a proud grandpa, and the heart of our
family. The memories we shared and the love you gave will
remain with us always.
"God saw you getting tired, and a cure was not to be.

So He put His arms around you and whispered, ‘Come to Me.'
A golden heart stopped beating, hard-working hands now rest.
God broke our hearts to prove to us, He only takes the best."
Though we miss you more than words can express, we find
comfort knowing you are at peace. Your love lives on in each
of us, and your legacy will never be forgotten.
Forever loved. Forever missed. Forever remembered.

Until we meet agai

Love Shirley and family

Tavistock Bible Chapel

invites you to our weekly

Sunday Drive-In
Gospel Meetings

heShakespeare
Truck Center ™k

(1/4 mile west of Shakespeare on Hwy 7/8)|

May the road rise up to meet

you. May the wind be always
at your back. May the sun
shine warm upon your face:
the rains fall soft upon your
fields and until we meet
again, may God hold you in

the palm of His hand. sun,, luly 12
= < }@1—8 p.m.
M "o *'i
“\ﬂ#‘,{ Denms Purcell
‘ Music:
Bom; ForYourLoss | |Infinitely More
VT T Free! No offering taken.
\3.7/ 1’{’ ﬂ b ” For info visit
o 3 i ( www.tavistockbc.org/ drivein
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The Old Gazettes

By Sydney Grant

Slowly but surely, I'm reading through
the past pages of the Tavistock Gazette
(est. 1895). Within this weekly column I'd
like to share with you some of my find-
ings.

July 1 - 8, 2021, Edition (5 years ago)

The Grade 12 graduating class of Wa-
terloo-Oxford District Secondary School
(WO) commemorated the end of their
high school career last week with an out-
door celebration after completing their
final year entirely online. WO staff and
the Wilmot community worked together
to put on the event to recognize the ac-
complishments of the 2021 graduating
class. They had originally planned to do
a drive-through celebration similar to last
year but shifted gears when the province
entered Stage 1 of reopening.

The Township of Wilmot council voted
unanimously to remove the controversial
Prime Ministers Path during a council
meeting on July 5. “I think we’ve put
ourselves in the right path,” said Mayor
Les Armstrong after the vote. The deci-
sion means the four existing statues on
the path outside Castle Kilbride will be
removed and put into storage, and all fu-
ture plans for the Prime Minister's Path
project will be stopped permanently.
The decision was made based on the rec-
ommendations outlined in a report pre-
sented to council during Monday night’s
meeting from the First Peoples Group, an
Indigenous advisory firm from Ottawa.

It’s a homecoming of sorts for incoming
Sir Adam Beck Elementary School prin-
cipal Rebecca Bearinger Fay. Born and
raised in Wilmot Township, and a grad-
uate of Wilmot schools, she’ll be return-
ing to the building where she served as
a teacher for seven years, between 2006
and 2015. Bearinger Fay earned the role
of principal of the 600-student school in
Baden, beginning September 2021. And
she’s champing at the bit to take on her
new assignment. “I was thrilled to accept
it,” she stated. “It’s an assignment with a
challenge, for sure,” she admitted, add-
ing, “there’s a complexity in taking on a
leadership role in one’s own community.”

July 6 - 13, 2011, Edition (15 years
ago)

The Tavistock Bantam Boys, spon-
sored by Ramseyer Earth Works, have
become Team Ontario 1 for the Eastern
Canadian Softball Championships to be

held in Waterford Valley, Nfld. Aug. 25-
28. “This is a huge accomplishment for
our little town and minor ball program,”
said coach Kevin Zehr. “This has never
happened before. I thought winning the
Summer Games last year was the best
thing these boys would experience in
their ball careers,” he added, “but this
tops it. Now we are going for a nation-
al championship.” Members of the Team
are Tyler Hyde, Spencer Zehr, Carson
Lamond, Angus Rowland, Derek Wagler,
Tristan Hohl, Terran Rogers, Dylan Tay-
lor, Cody Brown, Deven Kropf, Tyson
Zehr, Travis Ramseyer, Jesse Deweerd
and Connor Drinkwalter.

Over the past three weeks, Sierra Con-
struction has made a good headway on
the watermain and sanitary sewer proj-
ect in Tavistock. The full length of Hen-
dershot Street from east of the elevated
water tank has been completed to Maria
Street. The construction progressed north
to the intersection Tuesday with water
shut-off valves installed to keep residents
and businesses supplied. They will then
turn their attention to Decew Street East
and the north end of Wellington Street
to the intersection at Hope Street East.
Site supervisor Tony Decoo expects the
work to move to the main intersection in
about three weeks. At the west end of the
village, another crew has begun the line
from Saputo to Woodstock Street.

Congratulations to Jordan Bartlett and
Michael Zilke who used their imagina-
tions to create the winning entry for the
Queen’s Park Project Slogan Contest!
The winning entry was “Queen’s Park -
The Royal Reno.” The winners share a
prize with each receiving a $100 gift cer-
tificate from Best Buy! Children under
the age of 18 were asked to name and/or
draw a picture of what they would like to
see in Queen’s Park. Thank you to the 31
entries.

July 3 - 10, 1996, Edition (30 years
ago)

The new East Zorra-Tavistock Are-
na is a hive of activity these days with
block layers busy between inside support
walls and outside finished block work.
On Tuesday, employees of GA Masonry,
Kitchener, completed the north side of
the building, and continued work on the
Curling Club entrance. Then masonry
workers moved inside to begin the west
entrance and lobby support walls.

NEWS
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RESTORING sm,a;[]_f TOW“ .

TOWNSHIP OF
EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
Wwww.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:

https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock
Service starts at 10:30 am
Phone: 519-655-2151
All are welcome

Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

WILMOT TOWNSHIP

ST GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Corner of Waterloo St and Byron St,
New Hamburg
Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.
All are welcome.

TRINITY LUTHERAN (ELCIC)
Sebastopol - Tavistock

2210 Perth Line 29
Pastor Steve Hoffard https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com
Worship In Person or on Zoom
Sng%]s ggéUZOS%\M St James Chapel of Ease
trinitylcoffice@gmail com Annual Anniversary Service
Sunday June 14 at 3:00pm

rinitytavistock.
www.trinitytavistock.com 4339 Huron Rd, Wilmot Township

Come join us to celebrate over 170 years of
Anglican Worship in Wilmot.
https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com/

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE
Pastor Julie Ellison White
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am.
All ages Junior Sunday School will follow
after the service.

All are Welcome
Stream services online at
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

ST AGATHA MENNONITE CHURCH
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212
Pastor Jim Brown

Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour
and sermon discussion.
All are welcome

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday

OASIS MENNONITE CHURCH

66 Mill Street, Baden, ON
Sunday School at 10:15 AM
Worship service at 11:00 AM
Pastors: Richard Bean and Gabriel Jantzi

www. oasismennonite.com

To have your place of
worship listing included
here, please contact
thewtgazette@gmail.com

ST. PAUL'S EV LUTHERAN CHURCH - LCC
Service - 2 pm Sunday
19 Wellington St., Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev Michael Mayer

SEND STORY IDEAS AND
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR TO

GALEN SIMMONS AT
GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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World's top six teams headline 2026 Cephas Roth
Memorial Tournament

JEFF ROTH

Submitted to the Gazette

The 2026 Cephas Roth Memorial
Tournament is shaping up to be one of
the premier fastball events of the summer,
with tournament organizers announcing
that the top six ranked teams in the world
will compete in Tavistock for what prom-
ises to be an unforgettable weekend of elite
competition and community celebration.

The annual tournament will showcase
many of the sport's top athletes as they
battle for one of fastball's most prestigious
titles. Fans can expect championship-cali-
bre action from the opening pitch through
Sunday's championship final.

The weekend of fastball will get un-
derway on Thursday, July 16, at Queen’s
Park, featuring two local fastball Teams.
The Tavistock Yard Goats will play at 7
p.m., followed by the Tavistock Merchants
at 9 p.m. A food truck and beer tent will
be open throughout the evening, allowing
fans to enjoy food and refreshments while
taking in the opening night’s action.

Official round-robin play gets underway
on Friday, July 17, with a full slate of eight
games. Action begins at 5 p.m. at Queen's
Park, Optimist Park and Shakespeare, fol-
lowed by games at all three venues begin-
ning at 7 p.m. The evening concludes with
two late games at the Tavistock diamonds,

DIVISION A DIVISION B
S C H E D U L E Bear Creek Gremlins Bear Creek Express
Hill United Chiefs Chippewa Chiefs
JDT First Energy NorthEast Drillers
Nova Scotia East Hants Mastodons  Toronto Batmen
Ohsweken Redmen Waterdown Hammer
o ) ROEB D
Location (Venue) Matchup
5:00 PM |Queens Park Hill United Chiefs vs|Ohsweken Redmen
Optimist Park  |JDT First Energy vs [Nova Scotia East Hants Mastodons
Shakespeare Bear Creek Express vs |NorthEast Drillers
7:00 PM |Queens Park Hill United Chiefs vs |Bear Creek Gremlins
Optimist Park  |Toronto Batmen vs |Waterdown Hammer
Shakespeare Bear Creek Express vs|Chippewa Chiefs
9:00 PM |Queens Park Bear Creek Gremlins vs |JDT First Energy
Optimist Park  |NorthEast Drillers vs | Toronto Batmen
Location (Venue) Matchup
9:00 AM |Queens Park Waterdown Hammer vs |Chippewa Chiefs
Optimist Park  [Nova Scotia East Hants Mastodons vs|Ohsweken Redmen
11:00 AM|Queens Park Bear Creek Express vs|Toronto Batmen
Optimist Park  [Hill United Chiefs vs |JDT First Energy
1:00 PM |Queens Park Bear Creek Gremlins vs [Nova Scotia East Hants Mastodons
Optimist Park  |NorthEast Drillers vs|Waterdown Hammer
3:00 PM |Queens Park Hill United Chiefs vs|Nova Scotia East Hants Mastodons
Optimist Park  |Bear Creek Express vs |Waterdown Hammer
5:00 PM |Queens Park NorthEast Drillers vs|Chippewa Chiefs
Optimist Park  |Bear Creek Gremlins vs |Ohsweken Redmen
7:00 PM |Queens Park Toronto Batmen vs |Chippewa Chiefs
Optimist Park  |JDT First Energy vs |Ohsweken Redmen
LAYU D
Location (Venue) Matchup
Quarterfinal #1
9:00 AM |Queens Park  2nd Place Division B | |vs3rd Place Division A
Quarterfinal #2
Optimist Park  |2nd Place Division A vs |3rd Place Division B
Location (Venue) Matchup
Semifinal #1
11:00 AM|Queens Park  [1st Place Division A | [vs|Winner Quarterfinal #1
Semifinal #2
Optimist Park  |1st Place Division B vs|Winner Quarterfinal #2
Location (Venue) Matchup
2:00 PM [Queens Park  [Semifinal Winner #1 | |vs|Semifinal Winner #2

with 9 p.m. starts at both Queen's Park and
Optimist Park.

Saturday will feature 12 round-rob-
in games. Play begins at 9 a.m. at both
Queen's Park and Optimist Park, with
games continuing throughout the day. The
round-robin will conclude with games
scheduled for 7 p.m.

Championship Sunday will determine
the 2026 tournament winner. The playoff
schedule opens with quarter-final games at
both Tavistock parks beginning at 9 a.m.,
followed by semi-finals at 11 a.m. The tour-
nament concludes with the Cephas Roth
Memorial Tournament Championship
Final at 2 p.m. at Queen's Park.

With Cephas Roth being a charter mem-
ber of the Tavistock Optimist Club, tourna-
ment organizers are excited to partner with
the Optimist Club this year to enhance the
weekend experience. On Friday evening,
the club will host its popular Friday Night
Fries at Optimist Park, providing another
gathering place for families, visitors and
fastball fans. Two of the games at Optimist
Park on Friday will feature the Toronto
Batmen, whose roster includes several
outstanding local players, giving fans an

opportunity to cheer on hometown talent
competing at an elite level.

Food and refreshments will be available
throughout the tournament. A food truck
and beer tent will operate all weekend at
Queen's Park, while a food truck will also
be serving spectators at Optimist Park on
Saturday.

Sunday morning will also provide an op-
portunity for the community to support the
next generation of local fastball players.
The Tavistock U17 Boys fastball team,
which recently qualified for the Canadian
Championships in British Columbia later
this summer, will be selling coffee and
breakfast sandwiches at Optimist Park as
a fundraiser.

With world-class competition, a packed
schedule, outstanding local talent, great
food and strong community partner-
ships, the 2026 Cephas Roth Memorial
Tournament promises to be a memorable
weekend for players, volunteers and fans
alike. Organizers invite residents and vis-
itors to come out, enjoy some of the best
fastball in the world and support the many
local organizations helping make the tour-
nament a success.

Cephas Roth

2026

July 17,18
and 19

OPENING NIGHT -

Thursday, July 16th,

Memorlal Tournament

£ET%

Honouring Cephas Roth. Supporting Tavistock Minor Ball Association.

featuring THREE DAYS OF |

Tavistock Yard Goats | COMPETITIVE HFT"TEH
& Tavistock Merchants "G'*'""'

Games at 7 & 9pm T,ﬁ;ﬂcpﬁtmzﬁm
* FREE ADMISSION THURSDAY Food * Refreshments
* FOOD & BEER TENT

ALL WEEKEND AT QUEENS Great Softball! EMAIL PHOTOS AIND
* Fﬂﬁ“ﬂ&%ﬁum STORY IDEAS T0:

THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES CONTACT

HEATHER DUNBAR AT 226.261.1837
OR HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM




GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

It was a golden weekend for the

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Shakespeare Falcons U13 and U1j girls capture gold in Stratford

Tournament in Stratford.

The U13 Falcons claimed the gold medal
with a hard-fought 4-3 victory over Mount
Forest in the championship game.

Both Shakespeare teams went undefeat-
ed throughout the tournament, showcasing
strong teamwork and determination on
their way to the championships.

Thursday, July 9, 2026

players, coaches and families celebrating
the success of both teams.

The SCAA congratulated the athletes
and thanked the coaches, parents and

Shakespeare Falcons as both the U13 and
Ul5 girls teams captured championship |y
titles at the Tiffany Perkins Memorial

The U15 Falcons completed an equal-
impressive tournament, defeating
Cambridge 10-0 in the gold-medal game.

P

Members of the Shakespeare Falcons U13 girls team proudly display their gold medals af-
ter winning the Tiffany Perkins Memorial Tournament in Stratford. Front row, from left, are
Abbie Kulack, Zoe Debus and Kadence Bell. Middle row, from left, are Jenna Croft, Natalie
Kuchma, Brittney Gruber, Alyssia Mosterd and Sophie Schmidt. Back row, from left, are
coach Mike Schmidt, Anna Neeb, Samantha Hovius, Ashlin Christie, coach Isabelle Schmidt
and assistant coach Avril Debus.

What's good' "

‘(Y

for Ontario
IS grown
In Ontario

The dual victories made for a memorable
weekend for the Shakespeare Community
Athletic  Association (SCAA), with

supporters whose encouragement helped
make the tournament such a successful
one for the Shakespeare program.

(RACHEL SMITH PHOTOS)
The Shakespeare Falcons U15 girls team celebrates its gold-medal victory at the Tiffany
Perkins Memorial Tournament in Stratford. Front row, from left, are Leah Weicker, Lyric
Brighton, Peyton Rader, Maisy Moore, Aline Smith and Sophia Hall. Middle row, from left,
are Neely Lange, Emma Diehl, Cora Hall, Ava Mielke, Teagan Glaab and Emma McCauley.
Back row, from left, are coaches Jamie Rader, Jesse McCauley, Jason Lang, Mike Hall and
Trevor Glaab.
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Learn more at FoodlandOntario.ca/Chooselocal

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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Tavistock Public School celebrates new playground

DIANE DANEN

Gazette Correspondent

Tavistock Public School students joined members of
the Home and School Association to officially cut the
ribbon on the school's new playground during a cere-
mony on June 5.

"The completion of this project has been a long time
coming," said Fiona Patten, president of the Home and
School Association.

Patten explained that although replacing the aging
playground had been a goal for many years, it wasn't
until the Home and School Association was formed
in September 2023 that the structure was in place to
launch a successful fundraising campaign.

"The Tavistock community has been incredible,"
said Patten.

Looking back on the project, Patten said the play-
ground is a reflection of what can be accomplished
when a community works together.

"I don't think we could have done this in a large city,"
she said. "This kind of success is only possible in a
community like Tavistock, where people care deeply
and show up for each other."

The new playground was designed to be accessible
and inclusive for children of all abilities. Features in-
clude wheelchair-accessible ramps, eye-level play
panels that encourage parallel play, multiple slides,
and a variety of climbing structures that provide op-
portunities for active and imaginative play. (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Now officially open for students and families to en-  Students of Tavistock Public School and members of the Home and School Association cut the ribbon at the school's new
joy, the new playground stands as a lasting symbol of  playground on June 5, celebrating the success of fundraising efforts led by the organization. The ceremony included Home
community spirit, teamwork and the generosity of the and School volunteers, East Zorra-Tavistock (EZT) Mayor Phil Schaefer and key donors, including the Tavistock Optimist Club,
people, businesses and service clubs that came together Tavist_ock Opti-Mrs, Yantz_i Home Building Centre, U-Turn Ranf:h and SpruceV\{ood Tack Shop. The ceremony marked an excit-

ing milestone made possible by the strong support of the Tavistock community.

to invest in the Tavistock community and its children.

FINANCING MONTHS 0.A.C. CASH PURCHASE BONUS"
oM A ROGUE 5

"CASH PURCHASE BONUS AVAILABLE ON OTHER ROGUE TRIMS QNLY.

2026 ROGUE S

#1 FOR NEW VEHICLE QUALITY
AMONG COMPACT SUVs

1D POWER 2026 LS. INITIAL QUALITY STUDY

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
= 519.273.3119

2N\
St ra tf.rd NISSAN www.stratfordnissan.com

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00. For YOUR CONVENIENCE, OUR SERVICE DEPT IS NOW OPEN ON SATURDAYS
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Divitas celebrate
anniversary with Wilmot
Heritage Antique Fire
Brigade 50/50 win

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Lou and Janet Divita had an extra rea-
son to celebrate their 31st wedding anni-
versary after winning the Wilmot Heritage
Antique Fire Brigade's monthly 50/50
draw.

The Baden couple took home $315 and
accepted their cheque from brigade presi-
dent Peter Gingerich.

The Divitas said they have supported the
monthly draw for some time and were de-
lighted to finally see their ticket selected.

They also encouraged others to support
the fundraiser, noting the proceeds help
the brigade preserve its collection of an-
tique fire trucks and historic firefighting
equipment.

The monthly 50/50 draw is one of sev-
eral fundraising initiatives the Wilmot
Heritage Antique Fire Brigade relies on to

support its ongoing restoration and preser-
vation efforts.

Another successful fundraiser is the bri-
gade's monthly bottle and can drive, held
on the last Saturday of each month at the
brigade's depot in Baden.

Volunteers collect empty alcohol con-
tainers, pop cans and glass bottles, sort-
ing the materials before they are recycled.
Pop cans are sold by weight, while alco-
hol containers are counted and returned
through the province's deposit program.

Residents are also welcome to drop off
eligible containers throughout the month.
The brigade stores the donations until its
next scheduled recycling trip.

Members thank the community for its
continued support, noting the fundraiser
not only helps preserve local firefight-
ing history but also encourages recycling
throughout the community.

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
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Lou and Janet Divita celebrate their 31st wedding anniversary by accepting a $315 cheque
as the latest winners of the Wilmot Heritage Antique Fire Brigade's monthly 50/50 draw. Pre-
senting the cheque is brigade president Peter Gingerich (left).

( MABLE

Meet Mable, the prettiest five-year-old calico mix you'll
ever see! Her favourite hobbies include snuggling up in
cubbies, climbing her cat tree, or sitting in a window to
watch all the wildlife.

Mable may be shy, but she has a secret: there are
actually a few tricks to help her become more brave! She
does best with calm, quiet introductions at first. She'll
also summon up the courage to say hello to anyone who
brings wet food, treats, or a recording of a cat purring.

She loves to explore at night in her foster home and her
playful side is just starting to shine. If your family is looking
for a sweet kitty who just needs some time and space
to open up, Mable may be a perfect fit. She’s available [*
for adoption through our Stratford Perth Centre, you can &
\Iearn more about Mable at kwsphumane.ca/adopt/cats! |

Volunteers with the Wilmot Heritage Antique Fire Brigade collect and sort bottles and cans
during the organization's monthly recycling fundraiser in Baden. The bottle drive is held on
the last Saturday of each month, with residents also welcome to drop off eligible containers
throughout the month.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD -
FET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.ticpetfood.com
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Gabbing about gout

HEAPS OF
HEALTHY
TIPS

By Mercedes Kay Gold

Question: [/ am dealing with
painful gout and I may need
medication. Is there anything [
can do naturally?

Great question. Yes, there’s tons
of things to support diminishing
pain associated with gout whether
you are in the early stages or
alongside gout medication.

Gout is a type of arthritis,
extremely  painful, causing
swelling in joints. Inflamed joints
are often red and hot to the touch.
Most people associate gout with
the big toe but it’s not uncommon
to be found in knees, feet, ankles
and fingers.

Gout occurs when the body
produces extra uric acid. The

body does this in response to
purine chemicals found in the
diet. Excess uric acid is filtered
through the kidneys, leaving
the body through urine. When
the body is overloaded and acid
is not excreted, crystals may
form and deposit on joints. Gout
sufferers may notice flare-ups
often occur at night without
warning, disrupting sleep.

Gout, often referred to as the
“disease of kings,” is not just
about overindulgence in food
and alcohol. There are other
mitigating circumstances and
triggers.

*  Genetics

* Being overweight

High blood pressure
Taking diuretics
Decreased kidney function
Male over 45 years of age
Drinking alcohol,
especially beer
*  Crash dieting
» After major surgery or
illness
* High fructose corn syrup
(HFCS) in the diet
* Diet rich in purine foods
such as organ meats and
shellfish
* Diabetes
* Insulin resistance
To lower pain and minimize
flareups, decreasing inflammation
throughout the body is crucial.
Stress whether physical, mental
or dietary impacts the body. What

can you do?

* Get tested for food
sensitivities and avoid
high-risk foods at all costs.

* Avoid all preservatives,
additives and HFCS.

e Cut out or at least limit

alcohol consumption,
especially beer.

*  Get adequate sleep.

+ Exercise daily. Walking

counts.
e Cut out seed oil. Choose
100 per cent coconut,

avocado or olive.

* Drink enough water to
support kidney function.
Urine should be the colour
of straw. Anything darker
or smelly is a sign of
dehydration.

*  Have a cup of black coffee.
Yes, coffee helps reduce
uric acid according to a
2015 study.

e Studies support cherries
as a healthy, all-natural
way to lowering uric acid.
Drinking pure tart cherry
juice daily is dynamite.

e Take a  high-quality
multi-vitamin.

» Eat lots of fatty cold water
wild caught fish or take
high-quality fish oil.

e QGrate fresh anti-
inflammatory herb
turmeric into tea or take in
a supplement form.

e Increase vitamin C rich

foods such as berries,
peppers and citrus.
e Add more fermented

foods to meal planning.
Unpasteurized sauerkraut
and pickles support gut
health.

There are two key
supplements that support Gout.
Talk to your health expert
about N-acetyl cysteine and
methylsulfonylmethane,  better
known as MSM.

Consistency is key. You only
have one body to live in. Take
care of it.

Before you begin any
supplements, always check
with your medical practitioner
to make sure there are no
contraindications. Have a
question? Find me on social @
mercedeskaygoldfitness.

DRESS
SHARP.
SPEND
SMART.

By Scott Dunstall

Making sense of col

I don't know about you, but I've
bought more than a few shirts over
the years simply because I liked
the colour. Standing under those
bright lights in the store, they
looked terrific. Then I'd get them
home, hang them in the closet and
realize I didn't own a single thing
that really went with them. That
shirt would end up sitting there
for months while I reached for the
same dependable favourites every
morning.

It took me a while to figure out
that the problem wasn't the shirt.
I was buying individual pieces in-
stead of thinking about my ward-
robe as a whole. Once 1 started
looking at my closet differently,
I realized that the people who al-
ways seem well dressed aren't
necessarily buying more clothes
than the rest of us. They simply
know how to make colours work
together.

One of the easiest ways to do
that is by building around neutral
colours. Navy, grey, white, black,
beige and tan are the quiet work-
horses of a wardrobe. They don't
scream for attention, but they
make almost everything else look
better. If you've ever wondered
why a navy blazer seems to work
almost anywhere, it's because
navy gets along with just about
every colour you can throw at it.

A crisp white shirt with navy
has been a classic combination
for decades, and for good reason.
Add tan shoes or a camel-coloured
jacket and you've got an outfit
that's simple without being boring.
Navy also looks terrific with bur-
gundy, forest green and even soft
pink.

Grey is becoming a colour I
am rediscovering. Years ago, I
probably dismissed it as being a
little dull. Now I appreciate how

our

versatile it is. A charcoal sport coat
with a light blue shirt always looks
sharp. A grey sweater with jeans is
comfortable without looking slop-
py. Grey has a way of making the
colours around it stand out without
competing with them.

I've also learned that accents are
often more effective than making
every piece of clothing the star of
the show. A burgundy tie with a
navy jacket, a colourful scarf over
a black coat or a bright handbag
with a neutral outfit can complete-
ly change your appearance. Those
little touches draw the eye without
overwhelming everything else.

One idea that has helped me is
surprisingly simple. Let one co-
lour be the main attraction and al-
low the others to support it. When
every piece of clothing is trying to
be the loudest thing in the room,
nothing really stands out. Balance
almost always looks better than
competition.

If you're ever stuck trying to
decide which colours belong to-
gether, take a look outside. Nature
does an incredible job of combin-
ing colours without making them
feel busy. Think about the colours
we see every autumn around here.
Olive greens, deep burgundies,
golden yellows, rusts and browns
all seem to blend together effort-
lessly. Those combinations have

inspired clothing designers for
generations because they simply
look natural.

That doesn't mean there are hard
and fast rules. Fashion changes
far too often for that. Years ago,
people insisted brown and black
should never be worn together.
Today, you'll see that combination
everywhere, and when it's done
thoughtfully it looks great. The
same goes for navy and black,
another pairing that was once con-
sidered off limits. Sometimes, the
old rules deserve to be broken.

One habit I've developed has
saved me from making more than
a few impulse purchases. Before I
buy another shirt or sweater, I ask
myself whether I can think of at
least three things already hanging
in my closet that will work with it.
If I can, it's probably a good pur-
chase. If I can't, there's a pretty
good chance it'll become another
piece of clothing that spends more
time on a hanger than on my back.

The funny thing is, dressing
well often has less to do with buy-
ing new clothes than it does with
making better use of the ones you
already own. Most of us already
have more options than we real-
ize. We just haven't experimented
enough with mixing colours that
naturally complement one another.

The next time you're standing

in front of your closet, instead of
reaching for the same outfit you've
worn a dozen times, try swapping
one piece for another colour that
works with it. You may be sur-
prised at how different an old fa-
vourite can look with one small
change.

I've come to believe that style
isn't built one garment at a time.
It's built by learning how each
piece works with the others. Once
you start thinking that way, your
wardrobe suddenly becomes much
bigger without spending another
dollar.

Scott Dunstall has been on a sty-
listic journey for over 10 years. His
belief is that every guy has a style
of their own. When it s discovered,
it empowers and builds confi-
dence. Scott has appeared several
times on Rogers TV Kitchener as
a guest on DAYTIME. His writing
has been republished by LinkedIn
Top Influencer and INC. Magazine
contributing editor Jeff Haden. He
has also written several pieces
for the Baden Outlook. You can
follow Scott on Instagram @ev-
erydaystylebyscott or on LinkedIn
@scottdunstall or Life & Style
Wilmot on Facebook. Feel free to
ask questions or propose collabo-
rations: everydaystylebyscottl(@
gmail.com.

SEND YOUR STORY IDEAS AND YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TO GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM




The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Thursday, July 9, 2026 m

An undiscovered treasure: Richmond’s Olympics Museum

OH, THE
PLACES
WE'LL GO

By Paul Knowles

The first exhibit you encounter
makes the point immediately. It’s a
display of 20 different and unique
Olympic torches, including exam-
ples from the 1976 Montreal Sum-
mer Olympics, the 1988 Winter
Games hosted by Calgary and the
2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics.

The information panel reads:
“The Olympic flame is a symbol
of peace, friendship, tolerance
and hope. The Olympic Torch Re-
lay reminds us that we are part of
something bigger — a global com-
munity.” It immediately occurred
to me this was a message much
forgotten in our current, fractured
world and reminders like this one,
at the Richmond Olympic Experi-
ence Museum, are even more im-
portant today.

I was in Richmond, B.C., for the
2026 Travel Media Association
of Canada (TMAC) conference.
I arrived in the city flat out igno-
rant about the place. I knew from
looking at a map that Richmond
was south of Vancouver, but close
enough that the Vancouver airport
is actually in Richmond.

Media members of TMAC get
the option of doing a “pre-tour” —
spending a few days being guided
around the conference’s host city,
for example. So, for four days, I
learned a great deal about Rich-
mond.

And one of the most striking
experiences was our visit to the
Olympic Oval, home to the Olym-
pic Experience Museum and much
more. Visitors are welcome to
come to the Oval, to tour, to visit
the museum, or, for a modest price,
to use the outstanding athletic fa-
cilities now housed in the place.
The “Oval Drop-in” pass, which
allows you to use everything for
the day, is $23. Adult admission
to the museum is $16, less for kids
and seniors.

Those facilities are certainly
impressive. In 2010, the building
housed the Oval, home to Olympic
speed skating competitions as well
as spectator facilities, media cen-
tres, VIP areas and all the features
that come with a world-class ven-
ue. But the Oval was designed to
serve the community for decades
to come and it does so in amaz-
ing fashion. There are ice rinks,
basketball courts, table tennis fa-
cilities, state-of-the-art gyms, a
terrifying rock-climbing wall and

more.

The place is pretty special. It
features the largest cantilevered
wooden roof in Canada. More
significantly, 2010 marked the
first time Indigenous groups — the
Coastal Salish — had been involved
in planning and participating in
the official opening of an Olympic
facility.

The Oval continues to be a key
training facility for national teams
including Canada’s Women’s Na-
tional Volleyball Team. It also
boasts a world-class training area
for para-athletes.

[ will admit that for this relative-
ly non-athletic writer, the athletic
facilities offered only a certain
level of interest. But the Olympic
museum experience was amazing.

Gregory Huzor showed us
around the museum. He’s the en-
thusiastic manager of the Rich-
mond Olympic Experience.

He told us the Richmond muse-
um is one of 36 official Olympics
museums, located in 25 countries
on five continents. Headquarters
of the Olympic Museums Network
is the museum in Lausanne, Swit-
zerland. The Richmond museum is
the only one in Canada.

The Oval is also designated as an
“Olympics Legacy Site,” which al-
lows the facility to proudly display
the much-protected Olympic rings
symbol and other Olympic-brand-
ed material.

The museum itself offers vis-
itors a whole menu of hands-on
activities, and I was surprised how
immediately available they were
because the place was not busy. In
fact, I think I could categorize the

The virtual bobsled ride.

Richmond Olympic Experience as
a hidden gem, one just waiting to
be discovered by visitors who will
be thrilled by their find.

There are fascinating exhibits in
the museum, highlighting both Ca-
nadian involvement in the Olym-
pics and the global vision of the
games. Visitors can enjoy an array
of virtual experiences — careening
down a bobsled run, experiencing
ski jumping, kayaking through
rapids, or walking a balance beam
— conveniently located about 20
centimetres off the floor level, so
even an unbalanced guy like me
could give it a try without risking
injury.

This is very much an interactive
facility. In addition to the virtu-
al experiences, visitors can hoist
an Olympic torch, don replica
Olympic medals and even dress in
Olympic hockey jerseys.

The entire Oval facility was de-
signed to be of ongoing use to the
community, and to welcome visi-
tors from around the world. And
more than that — Huzor told us,
should the opportunity arise, the
Oval could be transformed back
into a competition site for a future
Olympics!

The multi-purpose facility is a
testimony to the vision of Rich-
mond’s leaders. The Oval was
originally supposed to be locat-
ed at Simon Fraser University,
but Richmond made an offer that
could not be refused — the Oval
eventually cost $178 million, and
Richmond guaranteed to fund all
costs over the $60 million mark.

Huzor echoes the comments of
many Richmond residents who, 16
years later, think the $118-million
investment has paid dividends far
beyond the original price.

Visitors will find the people who
planned this Olympic venue de-
serve a gold medal for foresight.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and past president
of the Travel Media Association
of Canada. To contact Paul about
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

The display of Olympic torches greets visitors to the Richmond Olympic
Experience, one of 36 Olympic museums around the world.

The Olymplc Oval home of speed-skatlng competitions durlng the 2010
Vancouver Winter Olymplcs

As an Olympic Legacy site, the Oval can continue to display the Olympic
rings.
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AMANDA NELSON

Historic Baden building finds new life as global auction studio

Gazette Reporter

Once a space for hidden gems and antiques, 8 Foundry
St. in Baden — the Miller Antiques building — has been
transformed from a former family-run antique shop into a
studio for Miller & Miller’s livestream auction broadcasts
featuring high-value collectables, art, antiques and other
treasures.

The building has been part of the Miller family's histo-
ry for decades. Originally a hardware store, it became an
antique shop for much of the 20th century. It was owned
by Hap Veach, who married a granddaughter of Castle
Kilbride founder James Livingston. Through that connec-
tion, Veach acquired many artifacts from Castle Kilbride,
which he sold from the shop.

“James was the famous Castle Kilbride Flax King,” said
Ethan Miller, owner. “When Hap married, his wife came
with all of the treasures from Castle Kilbride. So, they
spent a lot of their life selling those relics that they found
stored in the attic.”

In the mid-1970s, Jim Miller, father of current owners
Ethan and Justin Miller, purchased the building after first
working for Veach refinishing furniture. The building then
became home to J.C. Miller Antiques, and many original
features, including the light fixtures and antique store-
front sign, remain today as part of the family's identity
and heritage.

“The joke was Hap wanted my dad to purchase the shop
with the inventory at the time, and my dad said I'm happy
to buy the shop, but you're on your own with the invento-
ry, so he wasn't too happy about that,” said Ethan Miller.
“I know that the two of them had a great relationship,
though.”

The family business began as a traditional antiques
dealership, buying and reselling antiques through industry
connections. However, the arrival of eBay dramatically
changed the antiques industry by creating a centralized
online marketplace. Sellers no longer needed dealers to
connect them with buyers, forcing many antique busi-
nesses to adapt.

“The antiques industry has changed dramatically over
the last 25 years,” said Ethan Miller. “Dad's cohort of

A production crew from Ballinran Entertainment works be-
hind the scenes during a Miller & Miller Auctions livestream
event at the historic Baden building.

people could make a living buying and selling antiques,
and they did so because of something economists would
call information asymmetry. In other words, they knew
where inventory was, and they knew where the buyers
were, and so they were able to pair the two and make a
living out of buying something for a low price and selling
it for a high price.”

“Around 1995, when eBay came out, all of those asym-
metries related to information started to disappear because
there was the centralized marketplace where people could
bring their things, and suddenly all of the secrets that at
one time were powerful to know disappeared.”

After Jim Miller passed away in 2011, the family brief-
ly tried to revive the building as a destination antique
store but realized retail antiques had already declined
significantly.

Instead, they shifted to an auction model, acting as
agents on behalf of consignors rather than purchasing in-
ventory themselves, which led them to their warehouse
location in New Hamburg.

Today, Miller & Miller Auctions has grown to about 19

THINKING OF
SIGNING A WIND
TURBINE LEASE?

You need to know the facts.

www.windconcernsontario.ca

W C O | WIND CONCERNS ONTARIO
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(AMANDA NELSON PHOTO)
The historic Baden building that once housed J.C. Miller An-
tiques now serves as a professional broadcast space where
Miller & Miller Auctions hosts livestream auctions for bid-
ders around the world.

full-time employees, led by Ethan and Justin Miller, and
Ethan Miller’s wife, Aki Ohtsuka.

The Miller brothers kept the original building in Baden,
knowing the space's history could be used in some ca-
pacity. Now, the team at Ballinran Entertainment from
Stratford has transformed the space into a live auction
venue, noting the historic site is ideal for broadcasting
across North America and worldwide.

Rather than housing inventory, the studio serves as a
professional broadcast space where auctions are lives-
treamed to bidders around the world. Items are displayed
digitally on screen for bidders, with everything handled
behind the scenes.

“The building was empty for so long and walking into
this space and seeing it bustling with activity; there were
people taking bids, there was an entire production crew,
there were some assistants that were doing phone bids,
there could be as many as 20 people in here,” said Ethan
Miller. “To walk into a space that has been, in some ways,
lonely and lost; it was really neat to open the door and to
see that life and energy.”

Keeping the historic J.C. Miller Antiques sign and pre-
serving the building was important to the Miller brothers
because they reflect the family's roots. On auction days,
the space now fills with auctioneers, production staff,
phone bidders and media crews — sometimes as many as
20 people — bringing energy back into the building.

“This building is a part of our identity; it's a part of our
heritage,” said Ethan Miller. “It's a building that means a
lot to us, and certainly having that signage there speaks to
the fact that we have great memories of this place.”

Ethan Miller said that while his father may not have
agreed with every business decision along the way, he
believes he would ultimately have appreciated how the
family successfully adapted the business while honouring
its history.

“He was always trying to predict how interesting the
next five or 10 years would be,” said Ethan Miller, speak-
ing about his late father. “I think in some ways he would
be absolutely shocked. He would probably say we made
decisions, many that he probably would have disagreed
with, but when all the dust settles, and you stand back and
you look at the result, I think he would nod his head and
say it all made sense.”
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR - JULY/AUGUST 2026

Family owned
&
Operated

22nd Annual Childhood Cancer
Fundraising BBQ

1ma.m.-6p.m.

Call 519-634-5852 or email
sales@bechtholdhome.com. Call or email to
place order for pick up by July 7

1239 Notre Dame Dr, Petersburg ON

FRIDAY, JULY 10

Optimist Club of Tavistock Friday Night Fries
4:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Optimist Food Trailer

Tavistock Optimist Park

Saturday Strolls in Sylvan Splendor -
Laschinger Woods, New Hamburg

1:30 - 3 p.m.

If you enjoy puns, this trail might be Wilmot’s
‘Muscle Beach'. There are some really big trees
in here. Details and registration: https://www.
eventbrite.ca/o/lets-tree-wilmot-34384003923
Forest Glen Public School

437 Waterloo Street, New Hamburg

The Stevie B. Ride for Hospice

10:00 a.m.

The ride starts at the Linwood Community
Centre, 5279 Ament Line, Linwood at 10 a.m.
and heading west. To donate if not on a bike -
contact Beth Baechler at bsbaechler@gmail.
com

After ride gathering at

1205 Greenwood Hill rd., Wellesley.

MONDAY, JULY 13

Food Trucks at Grace United Church
Tavistock

4:30-7:30 p.m.

SWAT, Pablas Street of India, Beavertails
Donations to Grace United Church

116 Woodstock St. S. Tavistock

TUESDAY, JULY 14
Perth East council meeting
7p-m

Council chambers
25 Mill Street East, Milverton

Events submitted for the Community Calendar will be published as space permits. Submission does not guarantee publication, and events may not appear

every week prior to the event date. Please submit your events to thewtgazette@gmail.com by Tuesday at 3 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 18

Legion New Hamburg Branch 532 100th
Anniversary Open House

1-4 p.m.

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 532

65 Boullee St, New Hamburg

Tavistock & District Historical Society
Museum

1-4 p.m. (other times by appointment)
Email: info@tavistockhistory.ca or call 519-655-
3334. All welcome.

37 Maria Street, Tavistock

MONDAY, JULY 20

Wellesley Special Council meeting

5:45 p.m.

Council chambers

4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill

Free Caregiver Connection peer support
groups

6:30-8:30 p.m.

Worried about your child or youth? Parents and
Caregivers for Mental Health (PCMH) offers free
peer support groups for caregivers, in person,
virtual, or hybrid. Visit family.cmho.org or email
oxfordcounty@pembh.ca for more information.
Revel Realty Woodstock,

111 Huron Street, Woodstock

Wednesday Walks in Wilmot’s Wonderful
Woods - Scott Park, New Hamburg

7-8:30 p.m.

This park, on the flood plain, has had a good
variety of mature trees and newly planted
ones. See the challenges of floods have on the
trees. Details and registration: https://www.
eventbrite.ca/o/lets-tree-wilmot-34384003923
William Scott Park

75 Hunter Street, New Hamburg

THURSDAY, JULY 23

Pic-nic In the Park

Lunch : 12:00 to 1 pm from Tavi Chill
Music & Dancing : 1.30 to 3.30 pm
Entertainment : Dianne & Gary The Cavaliers,
with Steve Todd. Bring lawn chairs. For tickets
and more information, call Don Junker (519)
535-7052

Queens Park Pavilion,

1Adam St, Tavistock, ON

All Things Green Youth Trivia Night

6-9 p.m.

Hosted by the Nith Valley EcoBoosters Youth
Advocates. For more information contact nveb.
youthadvocates@gmail.com

Wilmot Recreation Complex

1291 Nafziger Rd., Baden

Saturday Strolls in Sylvan Splendor - Schmidt
Woods, NH

1:30 - 3 p.m.

Keep an eye out for the rare rock elm,

and look at the tree trunks. Some look

like elephant legs, some shaggy, and
others like burnt cornflakes. Details and
registration: https://www.eventbrite.ca/o/
lets-tree-wilmot-34384003923

Wilmot Recreation Complex (meet at trail
entrance near the Splash Pad)

1291 Nafziger Road, Baden

MONDAY, JULY 27
Wilmot Council meeting
6-7p.m.

Council chambers
60 Snyder’s Road W, Baden

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5

East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
9 a.m.

Council Chambers

89 Loveys Street East, Hickson

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7

Optimist Club of Tavistock Friday Night Fries
4:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Optimist Food Trailer

Tavistock Optimist Park

EVERY WEDNESDAY

TOPS - Taking off Pounds Sensibly
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.

Contact Cathie 519-662-9273

St James Church, Baden

Euchre Night
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
New Hamburg Legion

65 Boulee St., New Hamburg

FREE SENIORS ACTIVITIES

Tavistock Seniors Pickleball

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 12-4 p.m.
Contact: Don Junker 519-535-7052

Tavistock Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St.
Tavistock Seniors Card Games

Monday drop in 1-4 p.m.

Contact: Bob Routly 519-301-2118

Tavistock Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St.

VON Senior Exercise Drop-In Standing Class
Tuesday and Thursday 9-10 a.m.

To register contact 519-539-1231 ext. 6319
Tavistock Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St.

VON Senior Exercise Drop-In Sitting Class
Tuesday and Thursday 10:25-11:25 a.m.

To register contact 519-539-1231 ext. 6319
Village Manner, 98 Woodstock St., Tavistock

TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT HISTORICAL

SOCIETY MUSEUM DISPLAYS

Museum Display: "The Glasgow Warehouse"
Can be viewed anytime

Tavistock Home Hardware (Front window),

24 Woodstock Street S., Tavistock

Museum Display: “Heritage of Hickson Post
Office”

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am-4:30 pm
runs until July 13

EZT Township Administration Building (lobby),
89 Loveys Street, Hickson

PLATTSVILLE & DISTRICT HERITAGE

SOCIETY

Plattsville & District Heritage Society exhib-
it "Holidays & Celebrations That Bring Us
Together"

June 6 to September 19 | Saturdays 10 a.m. - 4
p.m.

Donations accepted. Refreshments. Contact
plattsvilledistrictheritage@gmail.com or call
519.535.1417.

Archive & Museum at Chesterfield,

816661 Oxford Rd 22, Bright

AROUND THE
WORLD WITH

210 Mill St., New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
9226-333-9939 () newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

TIC0#5003193

150 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4
() 519-284-2332 ( )agent@stonetowntravel.com

0#5003192

JOIN US ON

RTo

Foyal Irish Tours

—

DANUBE RIVER
PLUS PRAGUE
NOVEMBER1TO
NOVEMBER 13,

SHAMROCK
ROYAL IRELAND
JUNE 25, 2027 -

2026  JULY 10, 2027

ONE OF OUR GROUP TRIPS

CROATIA,SLOVENIA
AND THE ADRIATIC
COAST
SEPTEMBER 11-22, 2027
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FOR SALE o o

Shade Trees; Maples, Oaks, Birch, Beech, Honey Coming Event Coming Event

Locusts, Elms, Magnolia, Hydrangea Tree, Tulip

Tree, Crab apples, Ivory Silk Lilac, Chanticleer Pear, =

Golden Weeping Willows and more. Apples, Pears, -

Peaches, Plums, Apricots, Nectarine, Blueberry, * @

Haskap etc. Lots of healthy strong Spruce, Cedars eg’on

and White Pine for your privacy hedges and wind- 1926-2026

breaks. Hundred of flowering shrubs. Reg Hours 7am- Branch 532

6pm Mon-Sat at Martins Nursery c/o Emanuel Martin. New Hamburg I " T H E PA R K

42661 Orangehill Rd., Wroxeter, ON Discover the story of Branch 532. Join us as we open our FOR SENIORS ACTIVITIES TAVISTOCK
Hall to the community to showcase the milestones and

s 2
contributions that have defined our Legion since 1952 on “ Thllfidﬂ?- J“'Y 23 ,

WANTED th s

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Saturday, July IE. betwleen 1and 4 p.m. Queens Park Pavilion
Cola, Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Food will be available. 1 Adam St., Tavistock
Huether Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, New member welcoming ceremony will take place at 2:00 p.m.

Wristwatches and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Joining the Legion is free in 2026. 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.

Beaver Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and signs
Red Indian Supertest etc Any small furniture. If you

are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me
- 519-570-6920. SUDOKU SOLUTION

WANTED

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz,
Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more.
Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and
Stereo Equipment. For more information: Diamond
Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford / 226-972-5750

Ouiz Time Answers

Applications will be available at the event. Lunch from Tavi Chill

4:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Music and Dancing
Entertainment: Dianne and Gary 7 /
The Cavaliers with Steve Todd

Bring lawn chairs. %

_
Tickets: $25 (lunch included) %
$10 (no lunch)

Call Don Junker:
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SUPPORT THE LOCAL BUSINESS THAT KEEP YOUR

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD CONTACT

o ATHER DUNBAR AT o6 2e1 1537 OR COMMUNITY AND 7S NEWSPAPERS THRIVING.
HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

g{fﬂﬁgﬁﬁf‘b ‘-M ﬁ 73 PEEL T, nou S“.\.\-\“ﬁ
CSN-E8L Ryan Pacey S (OINE) ke T 1 NEW HAMBURG TERFACES
: =~ | |7 U0 W
. : ol v 374 Hamilton Road, M.anaser L__..-’ J_,{E..,jgmsbg;z S}ELEW"VE 519-662'6720 “E“ M“S\“N-
+ Custom 3x4 baling Unit 4, New Hamburg, T: 619-662-1892 — T - — AND OF s
.ﬁglg ;(‘),:illl;]:feM mim (x‘e';\‘:ii\ez;l(czsncd|isioEn'_gz‘ygfmburg@“kenew'ca FUII SerV|Ce Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, “ GESS“‘“
» Mowing and merging available 24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276) M a i nte nance & Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers VIRUS REMOVAL
. Mike Foster ¢ 519-655-2874 .
ASSISTANCE Repalr on A" ON SITE AND IN-STORE SERVICE
.selecti 1 binets.
M ak es & M 0 d eI s Www sc.e ec |vec.us omcal |n§ s.com NEW AND USED COMPUTERS
‘ T AP TAVIST.OCK ASSISTANCE PROSE.RA{\/\ 272 Snyder's Road, Baden e-mail: selective @ sympatico.ca Fncu s COMPUTERS
v b st Assistance for people & families in matt@badenauto.ca 380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

065 3500 CHIROPRACTIC Jll CONSTRUCTION lf CONSTRUCTION

tapisforyou@outlook.com ] RESIDENTIAL
NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS LAFAY FAMILY “g(:ore 513’2'%?;5’3* AGRICULTURAL
CHIROPRACTIC coneTrad o LwiED COMMERCIAL
Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor) Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios New Buildings
New Patients Always Welcome Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos and Renovations.
TAPISFORYOU.COM 296 Ontario St. Stratford General Contracting - Anything Concrete! . ngésgoeggvgggk
519-273-4404 www.agcore.ca  hstere@agcore.ca CONSTRUCTION info@mohrconstruction.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —

CONTRACTORS
WE DESIGN & BUILD LANDSCAPES

519-501-5260
ail_.com
« BROOM FINISH

FIVEST

i the] . com
CUSTOM COMCRETE LTO.
Foundations & Floors
Jon Willsey 519-778-2616 Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com
www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

PG

ADDITIONS * RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS
DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON 519-655-2825

Jw JON WITZEL

CONTRACTING LTD.

Residential * Commercial
Agricultural  jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

PO. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

DENTAL

Tavistock/Dental

DR. KWON KIM

Offering V. Sedation,

Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth
Replacement and Root Canal
Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N.,
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO
Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca
tavistockdental.ca

\/\’ilmot Smiles

- Where mdes ore conlagious!
NEW HAMBURG, ONTARIO
SERVICES (all ages welcome): dental
cleaning & polishing (stain removal),
teeth whitening, custom sport
mouthguards, oral cancer screening,

denture cleanings & more!
ONLINE BOOKING @ www.wilmotsmiles.ca
226-880-1648 lisa@wilmotsmiles.ca

To book your space call

Heather Dunbar
at 226.261.1837 or
heather@granthaven.com

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar,
Automation Control and EV Charging
S Crescent Ridge
S ER V I C E S

163 Hope St. W. Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
P.O. Box 495 Local: 519-655-6802
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO Email:info@crescentridge.ca

JEL=JOE

HAULAGE

EXCAVATING SERVICES l'i o' Like us on
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator Facebook
Randy Fletcher 519-272-3641

EAVESTROUGH REPAIR

GUTTER GUARD INSTALLATION
SERVICE BY DAVID LEBLANC

SERVING THE REGION SINCE 2009
1001606291

519-635-2375

iamdaveleblanc@gmail.com

Ko Ysrs

PAVESTONE
PLU LIMITED %’%

WWW.PAVESTONE.CA

Monteith Ritsma Phillips

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
519-655-2900

www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

HOME SERVICES

Kelly'’s

HAPPY
TO HELP

Home Services

Ladies - I'm happy to
help you thrive in your
own home.

Whatever your needs
are, we can make it

Call Kelly work together.

Nabrotzky
519-575-6198

Serving New Hamburg
and surrounding areas.

Massaue Therapy Associates of Tavistock

j’i. | KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
1 24 Hope St. W., Tavistock
* Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder

* Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
* Massage Therapy * Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

To book your a space call
Heather Dunbar at
226.261.1837 or
heather@granthaven.com

LEGAL PLUMBING

McKay Plumbing

Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay

Owner/Operator

63 Hope St. W.
Box 899, Tavistock
NOB 2R0

519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

To advertise, contact
Heather Dunbar at 226.261.1837 or
heather@granthaven.com

Hvest for

Income

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
WEALTH MANAGEMENT TEAM

v

Jack Tchabushnig
Associate Investment Advisor -

,ﬁ Tchabushnig Wealth Group  RAYMOND JAMES®

519.883.6066 « Twealth@raymondjames.ca
Twealthgroup.com

o

oI <TEN,
5 %,

v - %
GET NOTICED 3".

sl

PROMOTE
YOUR

BUSINESS
HERE

CONTACT
HEATHER DUNBAR
AT 226.261.1837

OR EMAIL

HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM

FROFESSTONAL
T
EMPERIESTUED

RE/MAX

PEAK

REALTY LTD
BROKERAMGE
Wbl T lw by W EI0T SHibn b e Gl P06

Direct 519-275-3900
Office: 519-747-0231

peakrealtyltdcom willseyrealestate.com  willseyalison@gmail.com

a-b REALTY LTD
BROKERAGE

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative

mseby @rogers.com ¢ www.remaxabrealty.ca

Cell: 519-272-7676

m Independently
b Owned & Operated

Res: 519-655-2548
Office: 519-273-2821 **

STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 ¢ Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX

Portable Storage Containers
Sizes 8'x12' to 8'x24’
Store at your place or ours.
Phone 519-625-8510

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E,
St. Marys ¢ 519-284-2332
210 Mill St, New Hamburg ¢ 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TREE SERVICES

GREENHEAD
s ca )

EXPERT TREE CARE SERVICES

Contact us at (226)-993-1912 or
email inffo@greenheadtreecare.ca

CERTIFIED
INSURED

TUTORING

Sylvan of Stratford

Get ahead this summer with Sylvan!

Your child is unique, and our | SUMMER
solutions are too! SALE
Whether your child needs to catch | @N NOW !
up or get ahead, our teachers are | Free Assessment
ready to help create a one-of-a-kind | PLUS sale. Offer
personalized program that will work | validin London

; ; and Stratford only.
E’N:ﬁi;ﬂ; Getsupportwith g 0612612006

145-103 Ontario Street, Stratford ON

519-657-7323

southlondon@SylvanLearning.com

SYLVANLEARNING.COM

To book your space call

Heather Dunbar
at 226.261.1837 or
heather@granthaven.com

BROKER

Brian Wilhelm
. 519-272-34650E"

brian@brianwilhelm:com!

a-b REALTY LTD.
BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

Kyle Wilhelm

e 19-574-7244

@brianwilhelm.com

lyle

SALES REP
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PREMIUM QUALITY | INCREDIBLE VALUE | UNMATCHED SERVICE
Delivering Locally Made Pet Food Since 1994.

A |
42> ORDER ONLINE TODAY

gl i X4, TLCPETFOOD.COM 519-662:9500
PET FooDp DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.




