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Theatre Tillsonburg

wins three awards
from WODL

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Theatre Tillsonburg came home from the Western
Ontario Drama League with three awards from 11 nom-
inations for its production of Ken Ludwig’s ‘Twas the
Night Before Christmas.

Directed by the husband-and-wife team of Mike Jull
and Jennifer Anger-Jull, the show was presented last
fall at Theatre Tillsonburg. The production told the sto-
ry of why Santa missed a house on Christmas Eve from
the perspective of a mouse, an elf and a young girl. It
was produced by Jennifer Arthur- Lackenbauer.

The Western Ontario Drama League (WODL) encom-
passes all of Southwestern Ontario and supports com-
munity theatre through the area. As part of its mandate,
an adjudicator can attend shows, selecting productions
for awards as part of its annual festival. In the awards,
Tillsonburg was up against productions from larger cit-
ies, such as Burlington, London and Windsor.

The Tillsonburg winners were:

* Tori Bremner as Emily received the Theatre Kent

Award for Most Promising Newcomer.

*» Angela Carvalho as Calliope & Brittania Sneed re-
ceived the London Community Players Award for
Outstanding Performance in a Supporting Role

» Joe Sheik received the Special Adjudicator’s Award
for Pre-Show and Intermission Musical Selections.

“It was a thrill to be part of such a high quality team
of artists that worked together to create such a fantastic
show for our community that was recognized with 11
nominations at every level of performance,” Sheik said.
“I was honoured to be one of the three nominees to
bring an award back to Tillsonburg, and to our theatre.”
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WALK FOR ALZHEIMER’S A SUCCESS

(CHRIS ABBOTT PHOTO)

About 70 people participated in Saturday’s IG Wealth Management Walk for Alzheimer’s in Tillsonburg, raising $15,000. The an-

nual event was held in Memorial Park. For story, see page 26.

Report raises flags about
town's future water capacity

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

To put it simply, Tillsonburg’s future water capacity after
the next 15 years is all allocated. But it’s not that simple.

Oxford County’s Director of Public Works, Melissa Ab-
ercrombie, and Don Ford, Senior Manager of Water and
Wastewater Services, presented council with a review of
the town’s water capacity at the May 25 meeting.

To start, Abercrombie explained the five-year building
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permit average is trending higher than what was accounted
for in the 2024 Water and Wastewater Master Plan. Anoth-
er part of the equation is that the county updated its growth
forecasts and land needs analysis in March 2026. As part of
that review, Tillsonburg council requested that more land
be set aside for industrial and commercial use, which could
increase demand if an industry with high water use opened.
Ford explained the technical background, noting that the
town’s dynamic water supply capacity accounts for wells
that are offline and planned to be brought back into service.
CONTINUED TO PAGE 2
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Future water capacity available until past 2040

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The current water supply is 10,066 cubic
meters per day. The current average mea-
sured flows are 8,587 cubic meters per day,
for a utilization rate of 85 per cent.

“Supply must be able to meet peak de-
mand while maintaining reservoir levels
required for fire protection,” he said.

The estimated future water system ca-
pacity is 13,262 cubic meters per day —
this includes work on Well 4, the rehabil-
itation of Well 6A in 2027, bringing Well
3 into service in 2027, redrilling Well 11,
and the rehabilitation of Well 2A. Taking
the planned work into consideration, this
brings the current utilization down to 74
per cent. However, when all current com-
mitted capacity, and conditionally commit-
ted capacity including draft approved plan
of subdivisions, draft approved plan of con-
dominiums, draft approved plan of indus-
trial, commercial and institutional subdivi-
sions, and any submitted or circulated site
plans are added, utilization is 100 per cent.

“Based on the five-year average of build-
ing permits issued for new dwelling units
as an indicator of the current residential
growth levels, the 13,262 cubic meters per
day of future water dynamic supply would
be adequate out to 2045,” he explained.

However, if allocation is based on current
growth analysis studies, the water supply
would only be adequate to 2041.

“These estimates only use residential
units for the future allocation, there is no
separate industrial estimate,” Ford said,
adding that more capacity would be needed
to allocate for a future large industrial user.

But the hitch is that that much of the al-
located water usage for development isn't
being utilized because some of the subdi-
visions aren’t moving forward at this time,
and the allocation is for the entire develop-
ment.

“County staff estimate as much as one-
third of allocation could potentially be re-
covered to allocate to other developments,”
Ford said. “Comments on new development
files will begin to reflect 100 per cent of

water capacity is currently considered allo-
cated.”

Manager of Development Planning Eric
Gilbert told council that county council
adopted a Water and Wastewater Alloca-
tion Policy, a “use it or lose it” strategy last
October. What this means is if developers
don’t use their water allocation within three
years, the county can reallocate the ap-
proved water usage to another development.

He explained that in Tillsonburg, there
are two larger draft subdivision plans to-
taling 1,600 units that haven’t been built
and are up for the three-year review. He
said that, as per the allocation policy, only
a first phase of 150 units may be approved
through the review of these plans, and the
remaining capacity allocation would lapse
and be available for reallocation.

Gilbert said, for example, that that if an
application for 500 units were proposed,
only 150 might be approved in the first
phase. Then the developer could apply to
proceed to a second phase once the first
phase is largely complete.

“Essentially that lets us manage the ca-
pacity, we manage the finite capacity we
have,” he said.

Ford said a long-term water strategy for
Tillsonburg and South Oxford systems will
be completed in the second quarter of 2027.
Some of the possibilities that may be exam-
ined are connecting water systems in the
south part of the county, well development,
or a connection to Lake Erie.

County staff reiterated that there is suf-
ficient water capacity for what’s approved
and that there is no need to spend money on
development yet, as there is enough water
to go beyond 2040.

Coun. Kelly Spencer asked how industri-
al development is taken into consideration.

Ford explained that large industrial-com-
mercial-institutional (ICI) users are consid-
ered separately. Depending on the use, ICI
applications are converted into residential
units, he explained.

“If we have another large water user come

forward, they submit a functional servicing
report with water capacity requested as cu-
bic meters per day that can then be used to
determine the number of residential units to
be reallocated, however, there is no way to
know what type of ICI users there will be in
future” he said.

Coun. Chris Parker asked if there is a risk
to the municipality if pre-approved subdivi-
sions have their water capacity taken back.

Ford said only those with conditional
capacity could lose it. He emphasized that
those with developed lots won’t lose their
approved water capacity.

Answering another question from Parker
about how water supply could be increased,
Ford said both the long- and short-term wa-
ter strategy will be examined in the water
study.

Coun. Chris Rosehart questioned why
there isn’t greater emphasis on cisterns to
reduce the need for water.

Abercrombie explained that homeowners
have to be careful about having multiple
water sources in a residential unit (a cis-
tern with eavestrough water and municipal
water, for example), and that the province
doesn’t have many policies on this.

“We wouldn’t want anyone to misun-
derstand what is drinking water in their
homes,” she said.

Rosehart said cisterns would only be
hooked up to waterlines for outside the
home.

Abercrombie explained that once a sec-
ond water system is connected, how would
a future homeowner know which water is
from the cistern? She said the province is
looking into this, and that different-colored
pipes may be a solution.

“I’'m really struggling with that because
when you go to Europe all the homes have
cisterns,” Rosehart said.

Ford explained that there have been some
issues with sand points and that backflow
protection to prevent them from contami-
nating the municipal water system is re-
quired for them. He added that there is new

technology that will involve reusing grey
water that is also being explored.

Coun. Pete Luciani asked if water storage
and a water tower will be in the future. Ford
answered that this will be looked at in the
long-term strategy, including whether lake
water is brought to Tillsonburg, how it will
be treated, and how it will be stored.

Mayor Deb Gilvesy questioned how de-
velopment applications will be accepted in
the interim, and if the town should be ac-
cepting more.

Gilbert said that in the immediate future,
any applications coming to council will be
those that were previously submitted and
already accounted for in terms of water
allocation. Developers will be made aware
of the time limitations associated with the
water application, and reallocation will
take place if development doesn’t proceed.
On the industrial side, he said industries
that are lower water users may be looked at
more favourably.

“There may be other applications that
could proceed because they don’t have a
significant water draw, or they can imple-
ment water recycling to reduce their water
demand,” he said.

With the Fairview Water Treatment Fa-
cility Well 7A under construction, Gilvesy
asked if there would be an impact this sum-
mer.

Ford said with 85 per cent utilization,
and the conservation bylaw, where water-
ing takes place on odd and even days, it
shouldn’t be an issue.

“I’ve talked to operations and they’re
confident there’s not a capacity issue at this
time,” he said.

Deputy Mayor Dave Beres wanted to
know in the long term, if water was brought
in from Lake Erie if it would be treated
closer to the lake or when it’s brought to
town. Ford answered that was a technical
question that would be addressed down the
road.

Council accepted the report for informa-
tion.

Tillsonburg Post is available for free in print and online:
www.tillsonburgpost.com
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EDITORIAL

Letter to the Editor

I am researching a British Home Child William Powell. William
was born Feb,.3rd 1891 West Derby, Lancaster, England. came to
Canada with a party of Church of England Waifs and Straya on
SS Tunisian arrived Sherbrooke Quebec June 12 1909., stayed at
Gibbs Boys Home Sherbrooke, Quebec. I do not know for sure
where he went after leaving, possibly Saskatchewan.

From his obituary dated Sept. 14,1958, he died in his 68th year at
Tillsonburg District Memorial Hospital. He was a family friend
who boarded with Mr. and Mrs. Russel Jackson of Tillsonburg
and continued to be part of the family until he died. He is buried

Thank you in advance.
Lillian McCrimmon

in the Jackson family plot at Tillsonburg Cemetery.

Anyone who has pictures or stories about William especially
how he came to be living in Tillsonburg I would like to hear from
you. You may contact me at lillianm_1@hotmail.com

Have something to say?
Submit your Letter

to the Editor here:
info@tillsonburgpost.com

Crab apple blossoms.

(ANDREW STANCEK PHOTO)

The post office was the heart of the town

EVERYONE
HAS A

STORY
TOTELL

ROBIN KRAFFT

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

Long-time Tillsonburg residents often recognize Hanna
Hopper, a she worked at the Tillsonburg Post Office for 37
years, greeting people at the counter.

"The post office was located at 164 Broadway where the
Bulk Barn is, and Customs and Manpower (Service Can-
ada today) were upstairs," Hopper said. "I also worked out
back sorting mail for the carriers, and separating US par-
cels for Customs. The biggest day was when the Eaton’s
catalogues came. Christmas was the most wonderful time;
mail would come in from all over. Everybody sent a Christ-
mas card to everyone."

There were some other interesting items that came
through the mail, from baby chicks to a stinky shipment of
cheese, spoiled when the bag broke open. Most memorable
was the arrival of a queen bee for honey production. Hanna
could hear it buzzing in its special container as she checked
the paperwork, and called the recipient to pick it up.

“I didn’t mind starting at 5:30 in the morning,” Hopper
said. “That’s when the mail came in from London. Some-
times there was so much snow downtown that I had to park
at the police station and walk over.”

The town changed over the years, and when the mall was
being built, Hanna saw on the final blueprint that there
would be no post office at all. As head of the union, she
was deeply concerned and went to the London offices for
advice, where she was redirected to the Tillsonburg Town
Council.

"A representative from London spoke for us," Hopper
said. "The tobacco board and other town business owners
were there, and a teacher came who spoke about the post
office being the heart of the town. Council was in favour
and the post office moved to 54 Brock Street. I remember
moving the big safe and the Queen's picture."

Hanna retired 16 years ago, but she keeps herself active at
the pool, gardening with the Horticultural Society and trav-
eling. She has taken several Chamber of Commerce trips,
ziplining in Costa Rica, listening to the lions roaring in the
night in Africa and marvelling over the churches and the
food in Spain.

Hannah has also remained connected to childhood
friends that she made 70 years ago when she arrived in
Canada. Unable to return to their home in Romania, her
family emigrated to Canada from Germany when she was
five years old. After discovering that there wasn't much
work available in Kitchener, the Tillsonburg area with its
numerous tobacco farms was recommended. They knew
nothing about tobacco, but they were willing to learn.

They settled in Vienna. Hanna remembers swimming

in Otter Creek and the one room schoolhouse where she
learned to speak, read and write in English. Her grandfa-
ther would arrive with his horse and sleigh to pick her up
from school if the weather was really bad. With the turmoil
of war and relocation, her parents didn't have much educa-
tion, but they were intelligent and industrious.

"My mom worked so hard," Hopper said. "My father
never went to school but was such a talented carpenter. He
worked in the lumberyard in Vienna and got his carpen-
try license. He became a councilman. He built us a house,
where my mom still lives. My mom worked in tobacco and
had us practice with rhubarb leaves. That's just what you
did. School started two weeks late, when the tobacco har-
vest was finished. Nobody got married until October be-
cause your hands were disgusting."

She remembers the Teen Town dances held every other
Friday night at the town hall, and the captain of the football
team walking the halls of her high school. He had swagger,
he was popular, and he worked at The Strand theater. Han-
na didn't think he noticed her.

"I was living in an apartment with some girlfriends, and
they wanted to go to the Belgium Hall in Delhi. I looked
around and said 'Oh, there he is, that football guy' and the
rest is history."

Hanna married Mel (that football guy) and they’ll cele-
brate their 55th wedding anniversary this year. "In Octo-
ber," she emphasized, looking at her manicured hands and
smiling. Their son became a local teacher, now retired, and
their daughter is a nurse.

“We have six grandchildren and a great granddaughter,”
Hopper said, smiling, “We’re so lucky.”
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Horsmg around on North Street East in the 1970s

PAST
IMPERFECT

WAYNE HUTCHINSON
Tillsonburg Post Columnist

I mentioned in my last column that we had an old horse
barn on our property at 49 North Street East. [ am not sure
how old it was, but it was clearly much older construction
than the house. The wood was rougher cut, and the roof
shingles were old and cracked even when we moved there
in 1972. It was configured specifically for horses, with sev-
eral stalls, a hayloft with feeding holes in each stall, and a
wooden ramp for the horses to enter/exit easily. There was
a crawl space less than two feet high underneath, which is
where way too many hockey balls wound up each winter. ..

Our first horse was a painted mare named Penny. I am
not sure how we got her, or where she came from — she
just appeared one day shortly after we moved in. We also
rented out stalls to several people who kept their horses at
our place. I think we had as many as six horses at any one
time. Pat Mooney, who handled my parents’ insurance for

decades, kept a horse there. That horse’s name was Bell.
She was a bit older, dark brown, and very calm. She also
liked to pick up open beer bottles with her teeth and tip
them up to get a drink.

A year or so after we got Penny, she had a filly of her
own — named Sunrise, yes because she was born at sun-
rise. Sunrise became my mother’s horse, and my parents
would go riding around our fields, around Randy Keba’s
fields, and even around the fields that were slowly becom-
ing Rolling Meadows.

At one point we acquired a small pony for my brother
and I to ride. We did not have a saddle and just rode bare-
back. That pony had an attitude sometimes, and I know [
fell off more than once.

Some other people that I remember either having horses
in our barn, or at least hanging around the barn regular-
ly were Mert McClintock and Doug “Newf” Taylor. Mert
had a Tack Shop on Broadway where Backyard Pools is
today. He was a bit older than my parents and knew a lot
about horses and riding. Doug was a friend of my parents
who competed in rodeo events in the early ‘70s and some-
times helped at the Texaco station when dad needed a day
off.

While horses can be a lot of fun, there is also a lot of
work involved, as my brother and I found out. We were
responsible for climbing up into the hayloft, cutting open
bales of hay, and dropping the feed down into each stall.
And we were also involved in cleaning out the stalls and
putting in new straw on a regular basis. We learned early
on how to use a pitchfork properly.

One time my dad got a “deal” on a lot of straw bales
from some farmer. So, one Saturday the straw started to

show up, one truck load after another. We laid it out on the
concrete pad between the house and barn, and just kept
piling it up until no more showed up. We wound up with
a mountain of straw bales as wide as the barn, reaching
halfway to the house, and stacked up as high as the barn
roof. There was a lot of climbing and tossing bales around
that day, but we did not run out of straw for a long while.

We also had an old chest freezer in the barn. It did not
work any longer, but it was perfect for storing oats for the
horses. But even a freezer is not perfectly sealed - I still
remember opening the lid one day to find several well-fed
mice just hanging out on top of the oats. They were so full
they did not even run away when I picked them up and put
them on the ground outside the barn.

There was also maintenance to do, checking the fenc-
es and gates to ensure they were in good condition — the
horses would find the weak spots and get out — which they
did on more than one occasion. Imagine being less than 10
years old and helping your parents chase horses down in
an open field and try to get them heading back to where
they were supposed to be.

I really loved the horses and riding around inside the
corral. And I learned a lot early in life that the things you
love can also be a lot of work.

I’'m not sure what exactly brought about the end of our
horse ownership — maybe it was all the hours and work,
maybe the cost — but they were all gone by early 1975.
Penny and Sunrise were sold to a local farmer. The other
horses found other homes. And we tore down the small
corral fencing and shortened the barn by removing the
three stalls that had been on the northern end of the build-
ing. Then, we moved on to other adventures...

MP Khanna encourages Canadians to visit Oxford County

In the House of Commons on May 26, Arpan Khanna,
Member of Parliament for Oxford, rose to encourage Ca-
nadians from across the country to choose Oxford as their
summer destination and support local businesses during
these challenging times. As more Canadians choose to
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travel within the country rather than heading south, this
moment presents a valuable opportunity to strengthen the
local economy and highlight to the rest of Canada what
makes Oxford truly exceptional.

During his statement, Khanna highlighted Oxford’s
proud agricultural and dairy heritage, summer festivals
and vibrant small towns.

Khanna’s full statement was:

“Mr. Speaker, as Canadians plan their summer get-
aways, | invite them to beautiful Oxford County. Known
as the dairy capital of Canada, Oxford is where beautiful
farmland, small vibrant towns and unforgettable experi-
ences come together.

“From the famous cheese trails to our farmers' markets,
every road leads to something worth discovering. Visi-
tors can stroll historic downtown streets, enjoy incredi-
ble restaurants, relax at the local spa and camp under the
stars.

“Summers in Oxford come alive with Cowapolooza,
the Highland Games, Pizza Fest, TurtleFest, classic car
cruises, tractor pulls, fairs and community celebrations.
Families can visit farms, pick delicious berries and even
watch the vintage Harvard planes take off into the sum-
mer skies. Oxford is a place filled with character, com-
munity and memories made to happen.

“This summer, come visit Oxford.”

tillsonburgpost.com
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3. Good news beats bad news

5. Newspapers document history
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Town fees waived for
Turtlefest weekend

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Tillsonburg council was behind a re-
quest to waive town fees for Turtlefest,
but initially struggled over the best pro-
cess to make it happen.

Saying it’s the largest festival in town,
attracting thousands of people, Terry
Fraser of the Turtlefest Planning Com-
mittee said the event includes the whole
community.

“It attracts attendees not only from
Tillsonburg, but across Southwestern
Ontario, and beyond,” he said.

The no-charge event is possible be-
cause sponsors pay for many activities
during the day, but Fraser said there are
still fixed costs such as electricity, ad-
vertising, security, staging, and signage.
While the town has provided financial
and logistical support over the past 12
years, this year the financial support was
halved, and there are additional costs.

“I understand there is a requirement
for activities to pay for logistical support
like closing of the streets, etc. This adds
a second financial difficulty this year,”
Fraser said, asking council members to
waive these fees for this year.

Director of Finance/Treasurer Reno
Pullia said a new town bylaw intended to
help expedite event applications doesn’t
allow staff to waive fees. Regarding
Turtlefest, there is an estimated $3,124
in fees for encroachment permits, bar-
ricades, signs, equipment use, and other
items.

“It was not a matter of us not using the
money wisely, but a matter of they only
had so many dollars, and we were wel-
come to request a grant in the future,” he
added.

Development Commissioner Cephas
Panschow agreed that historically Turtle-
fest organizers didn’t have to pay fees.

Coun. Chris Rosehart asked and was
told that council put $4,500 towards the
event. Pullia said the money came from
the council’s $7,500 budget to support lo-
cal events and groups.

Mayor Deb Gilvesy asked how much
was left in that budget, and was told it
was $1,333.

Pullia said the fee bylaw is coming to
council at the next meeting for a mid-year
update, and suggested an addition could
be made to exempt Turtlefest.

Gilvesy suggested waiving the fee in
the meantime.

The initial motion coming forward out
of the discussion, moved by Coun. Kel-
ly Spencer and seconded by Coun. Chris
Rosehart, was to waive the fees for Tur-
tlefest this year and going forward.

With the next council meeting three
days after Turtlefest and the bylaw not
coming forward until then, the discus-
sion was that this route wouldn’t work, as
changes can’t be made to a bylaw and it
apply retroactively.

Pullia said the resolution does not
amend the bylaw, and exempting the en-
tire amount would result in an overage in
council expenses.

Clerk Trish McKibbin said it’s a “slip-
pery slope” to start not following the
town’s bylaws.

Deputy Mayor Dave Beres asked if it
would work to waive the fees and change
the bylaw after, and was told that was a
possible solution.

In the end, the resolution that passed
called for paying $1,333 from the council
budget account and funding the remain-
der from the tax rate stabilization reserve.

Missed an issue?
View all past issues online anytime:

www.tillsonburgpost.com

WEEKEND OQUIZ

1. What animal is on the Canadian
quarter?

2. What is Lady Gaga’s first name?

3. Which is the only piece of artwork
that Michelangelo signed?

4. What type of nut is commonly used
to make pesto sauce?

5. How many noses does a slug have?
6. What city would you find the Boboli

This week’s answers are found on pg. 35

by Jake Grant
Gardens?

7. Which rapper set the Guinness
World Record for the most words in
a single hit?

8. How many continents are there?
9. The festival of lights is called what?

10. How many bones does a shark
have?
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Town council to increase
budget for low-income
recreation program

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Tillsonburg council voted to increase
the amount recipients of its low-income
recreation program receive and to fund
the increases through the taxpayer levy.

The town’s Recreation and Sports Ad-
visory Committee members recommend-
ed the changes to the Fee Assisted Rec-
reational Experience (FARE) program
for Oxford County residents in financial
need. The program is now open to county
residents who can prove their total house-
hold income is below the Statistics Cana-
da low-income cut-offs.

Successful applicants to the program
currently receive a $100 credit towards
town recreation programs, plus an in-
door skate and pool membership, health
club membership and waterpark pass. In
the past, the program was paid through
fund-raising initiatives.

Recommendations from the committee
were to allocate $20,000 in funding in the
2027 budget for the program, restrict it to
Tillsonburg residents only and increase
the allowance per person to $200 annu-
ally.

“Basically, the idea is for individuals
with low income to take part in our recre-
ation communities,” said Andrea Green-
way, Director of Culture, Recreation and
Parks.

Coun. Chris Rosehart asked how FARE
differed from other community programs
with similar purposes. Greenway said
those programs don’t apply to town pro-
grams.

Mayor Deb Gilvesy asked if staff had
reached out to community partners to as-
sist with funding.

Greenway said funding started through
the United Way Oxford, explaining,
“What we’re finding is it costs so much
money to raise the money, other commu-
nities have just included it in their bud-
gets.”

Gilvesy furthered her concept, explain-
ing if the town can give tax receipts, peo-
ple may donate if they were aware of the
program.

“It’s a great program,” the mayor added.
“I’'m just for finding other ways to fund it
other than putting everything on the tax-
payer.”

Coun. Chris Parker said it was a great
program and research done at the com-
mittee level showed other municipalities
are funding similar initiatives through
their budgets.

“The funds that are in here go a long
ways to help individuals,” he said.

Council passed a motion to adopt
changes to the program, to fund it with
remaining funds in 2026 and suggested a
minimum of $20,000 be included in the
budget for 2027.

Tillsonburg Post is available
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TIME FOR MAINTENANCE OR NEW TIRES?
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*We use the latest equipment for repairs and
maintenance.

* We are a Signature Tire dealer - Offering great value
on new tires and wheels.
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» We offer hometown service in a convenient location
near the downtown core.

Theatre Tillsonburg
wins three awards from 11

nominations

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Carvalho was surprised and honoured to
win.

“I was privileged to work with such a
dedicated and talented group of people,
both on stage and backstage, who made
me look so deserving,” she said. “Great
direction, and a fantastic cast and crew
made the experience a lot of fun and one
that I will never forget.”

Bremner was also thrilled with the sup-
port she received for her growing career.

“I feel so happy to have received the
Theatre Kent award and would like to
thank all of those at Theatre Tillsonburg,”
she said.

Anger-Jull said the victories are import-
ant, but seeing the audience laugh, and the
higher-than-normal number of young the-
atre goers enchanted by the play was just

as important.

“From the very beginning, this show felt
magical,” she said modestly. “ From re-
ceiving a personal letter from Ken Ludwig
before opening night, to hearing roaring
laughter fill the theatre night after night, to
now standing among Ontario’s best com-
munity theatre productions with 11 nomi-
nations and three wins, what an unbeliev-
able journey this has been.”

With its next production opening last
weekend, and continuing this weekend,
Sheik encouraged local residents to sup-
port local theatre.

“I hope people take away from these
awards the fact that quality performanc-
es are put on at Theatre Tillsonburg, and
that they are on level with other commu-
nity theatres in larger centers,” he said.

(SUBMITTED PHOTO)

Theatre Tillsonburg received three awards from its 11 nominations in the recent Western
Ontario Drama League competition. The winners were, left to right: Joe Sheik, Tori Bremner

and Angela Carvalho.
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Tourism is growing in
importance in Oxford

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Tourism is growing in importance in
Oxford County and supports a large num-
ber of small and medium-sized enterpris-
es.

“It helps us diversify our economy, par-
ticularly when other areas are facing chal-
lenges,” said Meredith Maywood, Oxford
County’s tourism manager, during an up-
date to Tillsonburg council.

In addition, she said tourism puts a val-
ue on a municipality’s cultural assets and
instills pride in the community.

Tourism grew in the county last year
by 15 per cent, with 1.3 million visitors
to Oxford County. The majority of the
growth was from Canadian residents.

“Canadians love novel, unique activi-
ties; they love to spend time with family,”
Maywood said.

To that end, the county is promoting
Tour Oxford, Oxford Fresh, and the Ox-
ford County Cheese Trail. The county
tourism department’s 2025 marketing
focused on ensuring local residents were

aware of the tourism experiences avail-
able in their backyards.

The tourism department’s plans for
2026 are to capitalize on genealogy tour-
ism by highlighting opportunities to dis-
cover roots and handcrafted routes that
showcase the county’s many artists and
crafters. In Tillsonburg, both the Station
Arts Centre and Annandale House are
part of this.

Deputy Mayor Dave Beres, a board
member of the Rural Ontario Munici-
pal Association (ROMA), complimented
Maywood, saying she is being modest and
did a wonderful job of arranging a ROMA
tour of Oxford.

“They’re being hosted in Oxford Coun-
ty, they’re going to eat in Oxford County,
they’re going to see innovative things in
Oxford County, such as things they don’t
have in their home area,” he said, citing
some of the dairy attractions and a walk-
ing tour of downtown Tillsonburg as ex-
amples. “It’s something that has to be
shown off, and it’s going to be shown off.”

Council accepted the report for infor-
mation.

Planning review gives
insight into growth

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

An annual review of planning services in
Tillsonburg provided insight into both cur-
rent and future growth in the town at the
May 25 meeting.

Eric Gilbert, Manager of Development
Planning, Community Planning for Ox-
ford County, made a presentation on plan-
ning-related matters in the last year for
Tillsonburg. Through an agreement, the
county provides planning services to Till-
sonburg. Outside of Amy Hartley, who is
assigned to provide planning for the town,
she is backed by a department of 20 people.

“We provide service similar to what you
would find in a large urban centre,” Gilbert
said.

Last year, there were 57 development
applications for Tillsonburg. These ranged
from planning and zoning amendments to
site plan applications, draft plan of subdivi-
sion approvals, and condominium approv-
als.

“This workload has increased over the
years as the conservation authority can no
longer comment on applications with refer-

ence to natural heritage,” Gilbert said, and
later explained that a consultant is used for
this.

He also said many of the Tillsonburg ap-
plications are in-fill lots, which are more
complex.

In 2025, development interest was more
robust in the second half of the year than
in the first six months. There were 252 res-
idential lots and units approved last year,
of which 163 were in Rolling Meadows.
Gilbert also noted the proportion of town-
houses to single-family residences has
changed, and there are now more town-
house applications.

In Tillsonburg, the number of unbuilt res-
idential units ranges from 2,100 to 2,650,
depending on the type of residential when
construction takes place.

“With the town’s water allocation becom-
ing a topic of discussion, Gilbert said, “If
you use the 3-year building permit average,
this represents 15 to 19 years of building
supply. If you use the 5-year residential
average, this represents 10 to 12 years of
supply,” he said.

Council accepted the report as informa-
tion.

Town looking at
feasibility of emergency
warning siren

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Tillsonburg is considering bringing back
emergency warning sirens.

The town had an emergency siren, which
many believed was an air-raid siren, but it
was removed in the early 1990s.

Mayor Deb Gilvesy left the chair at the
May 25 meeting to put forward a motion
for town staff to look into the feasibility
of establishing an emergency warning si-
ren in town. The report would examine the
cost, potential locations, available technol-
ogy, and potential funding for such a siren.

Speaking to the motion, Gilvesy said this
could be a future budget item to consider
in the wake of a couple of recent weather
events.

“A lot of communities are grappling
with that there are no warning sirens any-
more, and not everyone has a cell phone,”
she said, adding cell phone warning tech-
nology isn’t 100 per cent. “My cell phone
may have went off six times (with the re-
cent tornado warning), but many people
are also saying their cell phones weren’t
going off - some weren’t going off at all.”

Coun. Kelly Spencer said she cares
about safety, but most communities rely
on digital alert systems.

“Sirens are mostly for people outside,

and people weren’t outside,” she said of
the storm.

Researching emergency sirens on Al,
she said the cost was hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars, and up to a million. In
addition, she said no one had heard of a
tornado hitting Tillsonburg. Her research
only found a Woodstock tornado in 1893,
one in London in the 1930s, and the 1970s
Woodstock tornado.

Spencer asked more than 185 constitu-
ents, of whom 155 said no to a siren, with
many saying it’s a “waste of money”.

“Many said this wasn’t a good way to
spend money,” she said. “A report like this
is a huge workload for staff for something
many deem unnecessary.”

Coun. Bob Parsons, a former fire chief,
recalled the federal government disband-
ing the emergency air raid sirens. He was
also the community emergency manage-
ment coordinator and recalled receiving
funding through the Joint Emergency Pre-
paredness Fund for an emergency gener-
ator. He suggested that maybe there was
money available to fund a siren and that
the fire chief could easily prepare a report
with little work.

Before council voted on the motion,
which passed, Gilvesy emphasized there
was no funding attached to her motion,
and it was a request for a report.

tillsonburgpost.com
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SWOX opts for appointment to fill vacant seat

DEBBIE KASMAN

Post Correspondent

With the passing of Councillor Valerie Durston,
South-West Oxford (SWOX) council declared the Ward
3 seat vacant at its May 5, 2026 meeting and is now
calling for applications to fill the seat.

Durston was chair of the township’s Engage and In-
form Committee and served on the Salford Community
Hall Board, Hilltop Park Mount Elgin, the Environment
and Energy Innovation Committee, and the Tillsonburg
Regional Airport Advisory Committee. She served two
terms in office, but announced she would not be seeking
re-election in February.

With her recent passing, a by-election is not possible
because the deadline for by-elections in an election year

has passed and appointing a next-place finisher from
the last municipal election is not an option as Durston
was acclaimed. Appointing an eligible individual with-
out an application process is not a supportable option in
terms of transparency and democracy. Therefore, coun-
cil is calling for applications for appointment to council
to fill the vacant seat.

In order to be considered for appointment, individuals
must reside in or be an owner/tenant of land within the
township, or the spouse of an owner, be a Canadian citi-
zen and at least 18 years of age, and cannot be someone
who is disqualified from holding office by any act.

Interested, eligible candidates are invited to submit
an application for appointment to council, must declare
their qualifications, and participate in an interview/pre-
sentation during a public meeting on June 16, 2026. The

appointed candidate will hold the seat until the upcom-
ing municipal election.

The nomination period to run for mayor or council-
lor in the upcoming municipal election opened on May
1 and closes on Aug. 21. Mayor David Mayberry and
Councillor Jim Pickard have announced they will not
be seeking re-election.

So far, three candidates have declared their intention
to run for Councillor in SWOX: Pete Ypma for Ward
2, William Van Lagen for Ward 3, and David (Dave)
Mitchell for Ward 6. No one has declared an intention
to run in SWOX for school board trustee.

The township approved new ward boundaries last
July, but these boundary changes will not take effect
until the new council is organized after voting day on
Oct. 26.

Pending approval, new larger library coming to Mt. Elgin

DEBBIE KASMAN

Post Correspondent

At its meeting on March 25, the Oxford County Li-
brary Board strongly endorsed a new larger library for
Mount Elgin to be located in the proposed new munic-
ipal office.

The proposal would more than double the size of the
current branch located in the Mount Elgin Community
Centre, and would provide a modern, integrated com-
munity space, improve programming, collections, and
accessibility for residents in Mount Elgin and surround-
ing areas.

Mount Elgin is experiencing population growth with
projections increasing to over 2,100 residents by 2036.
The existing library branch is significantly undersized
(approximately 676—800 square-feet), and does not meet

1= TillsonburgGLASS

WINDOWS = DOORS = GLASS

S En el S R F
Commercial & Residential
Windows ® Doors ® Glass

213 Tillson Ave, Tillsonburg
519-842-5932
tillsonburgglass.ca

current service level guidelines. The concept plans for
the new location identify over 2,000 square-feet of space
for library use and storage.

Estimated future lease costs of the new facility would
be approximately $26,000,

indexed annually, compared to the current lease of
$4,685. Additional one-time capital costs are also antic-
ipated for furniture and shelving ($115,000), collection
expansion ($25,000), and IT infrastructure ($5,000—
$10,000). These costs would be the responsibility of Ox-
ford County.

Occupancy is estimated for 2028, and will be subject
to Oxford County budget processes and final approvals.

South-West Oxford (SWOX) township staff have pre-
pared a draft memorandum of understanding (MOU) to
establish a framework for ongoing collaboration between
the township, Oxford County and the library board.

SWOX council endorsed the draft MOU at its May 19
meeting and authorized the mayor and the chief admin-
istrative officer (CAO) to execute the agreement, subject
to any minor administrative or legal revisions satisfacto-
ry to the CAO and Chief Librarian of the Oxford County
Library.

A formal lease agreement will be negotiated and
brought forward for future approval by all parties.

The new library is projected to be located on the north
end of the lower level of the new municipal building
with the daycare on the south end. The municipal office
will be located on the second floor. The library would be
lower than the daycare to help with grade changes across
the site and would have a higher ceiling so the second
story municipal office could be on the same elevation.
Council chamber would be located on the north end of
the second story.
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The Bridges of Tillsonburg Golf Course and
Tillsonburg Developments Inc. present
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Nested within The Bridges property, The Bridges
Estates will be comprised of Exclusive Premier detached
homes on a variety of lots and sizes as well as Executive
Freehold Town Homes.

The Bridges Estates represents an opportunity to have
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TILLSONBURG COUNCIL BRIEFS

Volleyball opportunities

Town of Tillsonburg staff will be looking
at opportunities to expand recreational vol-
leyball.

Current volleyball programs have filled
up as quick as three minutes after opening.
The initial request to the town’s Recreation
and Parks Committee was to look into
building new outdoor volleyball courts. Af-
ter discussion, the committee opted to ask
council to have staff investigate possibili-
ties to expand volleyball programming in
town.

Coun. Kelly Spencer asked if this was
something that could be utilized under
Project Big Swing, the town’s future sports
facility, but was told while that was possi-
ble, the drive was to do something this year.

Coun. Chris Parker, who is on the Rec-
reation and Parks Committee, said the dis-
cussion was to look for opportunities, such
as playing in the empty arena during the
summer.

Council directed staff to look at options
and report back.

A big splash

Tillsonburg councillors liked the concept
of Crosspoint Church establishing an inde-
pendent splashpad, but didn’t want to go as
far as endorsing it.

Members of the church originally pre-
sented the concept of building a splashpad
in a park behind the church on Concession
Street West at the April 27 meeting. At that
time, council recommended a presenta-
tion be made to the town’s Recreation and
Sports Advisory Committee.

After hearing the concept, the committee
recommended that council be supportive
of “endorsing development of the proposed
park by the Crosspoint Church, in reference
to Recreation Master Plan Section 6 - Park
expansion and partnership opportunities.”

While council was supportive of the con-
cept, Coun. Bob Parsons raised a concern
that the word endorsing could be misinter-
preted into the municipality providing fi-
nancial support.

Instead, council passed a motion stating
that council “defer any further consideration
of the proposal, and direct that no addition-
al staff analysis or reporting be undertaken

unless and until Crosspoint Church submits
a detailed project proposal outlining scope,
timing, and confirmed or viable funding
sources for council’s review.”

Digital corporate seal

After council approved the use of dig-
ital signatures in April 2025, town staff
have found the tool to be effective, but find
there are also times when an electronic seal
would be helpful to further the process to
quicken turnaround times on documents.
Council approved a policy that would allow
the creation of a digital seal, which will be
brought back to council for approval.

A review of committee structure

Town staff will be reviewing the structure
and roles of Tillsonburg’s advisory com-
mittees.

The town currently has 10 advisory com-
mittees, covering everything from acces-
sibility advisory and affordable housing to
the airport, traffic and museum, culture and
special awards.

Trisha McKibbin, Manager of Legislative
Affairs/Clerk, told council she surveyed
committee members and is now looking
for their feedback prior to the next term of
council.

“I’'m looking for feedback from council
how this term’s advisory councils went, and
if you would like any changes,” she said.

Accessible parking added

Tillsonburg will have more accessible
parking in the future after recommenda-
tions from the town’s Recreation, Culture
and Parks Department were endorsed by
council.

The additional spots will be: four new
accessible spaces at the Dave Johnson
Memorial Dog Park, two new accessible
spaces north of the Lake Lisgar Waterpark,
and two new accessible spaces south of the
town’s soccer park clubhouse.

Transit pilot approved
Town council approved a pilot program to

increase transit usage in conjunction with
The Hub.

Tillsonburg Post is
available for free

in print and online:
tillsonburgpost.com

The Hub provides support services to in-
dividuals who may face financial and mo-
bility barriers and has identified transporta-
tion as a key challenge impacting access to
programming and essential services. With
town staff looking for ideas to increase
ridership of the T-Go transit system, the
concept of a $25 three-month pass for Hub
clients was endorsed when staff were ap-
proached with the idea.

Council approved the pilot for up to 50
passes.

Town staff to look at options for Glen-
dale and Broadway

A motion brought forward by Coun.
Chris Parker was endorsed by council and
will direct staff to investigate possible solu-
tions to improve pedestrian safety at the in-
tersection of Glendale Drive and Broadway,
including traffic measures.

After introducing the motion, Parker said
the last couple of weeks there have been in-
cidents involving student safety in the area.
He has also had complaints about the pe-
destrian crossing at the intersection.

“This is an opportunity to get ahead of
it instead of waiting for the transportation
master plan to come back to council,” he
said.

Deputy Mayor Dave Beres noted that
Broadway is a provincial highway, and the
Ministry of Transportation would have to
be consulted.

Coun. Kelly Spencer said she had also
heard complaints about the intersection.

Mayor Deb Gilvesy agreed with the sug-
gestion, adding this wasn’t addressed in the
in-progress town traffic study.

Council approves
sharing model

airport revenue

Tillsonburg council is hoping to receive a
portion of the taxes for the airport, which is
located in South-West Oxford, to help offset
some of the costs of the facility.

Mayor Deb Gilvesy, who left the chair of
the May 25 meeting to put forward the con-
cept, presented a detailed motion explain-
ing the concept. It identified that Tillson-
burg is responsible for all operational and
capital costs associated with the airport,
but the additional tax revenue from any im-
provements or increases in assessment go
to the Township of South-West Oxford and
the County of Oxford. Her motion suggest-
ed a revenue-sharing model where Tillson-
burg would receive 75 per cent of the taxes
from the airport, which would be directed
to airport capital projects, infrastructure re-
newal, operational sustainability and other
airport expenses.

Gilvesy identified that although Tillson-
burg is a regional airport, the town pays all
the expenses.

Coun. Chris Parker, who seconded the
motion, added, “This is an opportunity to
reach out to local partners and fund some
of the projects needed at the airport rather
than relying on the tax base or land sales.”

The motion suggested a starting date of
Jan. 1, 2027 for the new model.
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Harvard association launches monthly open houses

and fly days

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

The Canadian Harvard Aircraft Associ-
ation's monthly open house and fly days
attract some individuals with interesting
stories among the patrons. Saturday’s in-
augural open house and fly day of the year
started with one of those.

When he climbed into the aircraft that
were used as trainers by the Royal Ca-
nadian Air Force on Saturday afternoon,
Mark Colman of Brantford was wearing
his father Ken’s Korean War U.S. Navy
aviator uniform. The leather jacket, now
more than 60 years old, showed wear, but
was still sold.

“He wore the jacket during the Korean
War,” he proudly said. “He was a U.S.
Navy operator and flew the navy’s first
operational jet.”

Colman explained that the aircraft
known to Canadians as Harvards were
called AT-6 Texans by the U.S. Air Force
and SNJs by the U.S. Navy. Ken Colman
trained in an SNJ before being assigned
to Task Force 77, a group of four aircraft
carriers stationed off the northeast coast of
Korea. Pointing to the Gladiator patch on

the arm of the jacket, Mark said he met
some current members of the Gladiators
last summer, who are now stationed in
Norfolk, Virginia.

The uniform worn on Saturday also in-
cluded the shirt and pants, complete with
the ribbon rack. Colman explained that
the ribbons included the Distinguished
Flying Cross. Air Medal and Navy Com-
mendation Medal. Mark explained his
father earned the medals when he was
taking part in a raid on trucks in a valley
and spotted some trees that looked out of
place. He fired at the trees, which turned
out to be ammunition storage, and blew up
with flames spewing in the air.

“He flew right through it,” Mark said. “It
was like a Hollywood movie.”

Moving to Brantford to marry a Cana-
dian girl, he heard about the Harvards. On
the ground after the flight, Mark was rav-
ing about it.

“It was really a wonderful experience,”
he said. “I got some stick time today and
was able to fly the aircraft. It’s something
that will stay with me always.”

The next Canadian Harvard Aircraft
Association open house and fly day is June
27. These continue through the summer.

tillsonburgpost.com
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Mark Colman stands next to one of the Canadian Harvard Aircraft Association’s Harvards
after taking a flight in it on Saturday. His father, a U.S. Navy aviator whose uniform he wore
during the flight, trained in the American version of the Harvard.
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Museum and Station
Arts Centre offering
evening hours

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

The options for local residents looking
for cultural opportunities in the evening
have increased.

The Station Arts Centre and Annandale
National Historic Site have teamed up to
offer Culture After Hours. The pilot pro-
gram will see both facilities open until 7
p.m. on the first and last Thursday of each
month.

Station Arts Centre Executive Director
Tabitha Verbuyst explained the concept
is the extended hours will give those who
work 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. an opportunity to
visit these local attractions.

“It allows people to be able to explore
arts, culture and history beyond regular

hours,” she said.

For example, Verbuyst said she has no
opportunity to go to check out Annan-
dale House exhibits after work because
it closes at 4 p.m., and she is done work
later than that. She approached Kate Ba-
kos, Culture Heritage Manager/Curator at
Annandale House, with the concept.

“We had both talked about wanting
to extend hours,” Verbuyst said. “I ap-
proached her about doing it together and
partnering.”

The new pilot program is also an op-
portunity for the two cultural entities in
town to work together and showcase what
is available.

Dependent on the reception of the
change, it may be expanded beyond the
current summer-only hours.

We love to hear

Jrom our community!
info@tillsonburgpost.com
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New digs for wood ducks,
screech owls on Lisgar

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Lake Lisgar Revitalization Committee members Frank Kempf and Joan Weston give the
wood duck and screech owl boxes a final inspection. These boxes will be erected in the
north end of Lake Lisgar, near where the creek enters the lake.

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

It could be said the latest effort of the
Lake Lisgar Revitalization Committee is
for the birds.

Always looking for ways to improve the
lake’s ecosystem, the committee will be
erecting four wood duck boxes and two
screech owl boxes at the north end of the
lake.

A brightly-coloured, medium-sized
duck, wood ducks are cavity nesters, which
means they like to find hollow spots in trees
to set up their nests. Wood ducks boxes are
meant to replicate the holes in a hollow tree.

Made of rough-cut lumber, wood duck
boxes have a hole sized to allow a wood
duck to access it.

“There was initially some nesting boxes
at the north end, and they deteriorated, so
I wanted to replace them,” said committee

member Frank Kempf.

The boxes are used by more than just
wood ducks, though. Mergansers will also
nest in the boxes, as well as many other spe-
cies of waterfowls.

The concept for screech owl boxes is a
new one. These small owls are cavity nest-
ers. The boxes are similar except the hole
size is different and there are small notch-
es cut into the surface of the screech owl
boxes.

Wood for the project was donated by
Townsend Lumber, and the boxes were
built by the Glendale High School wood-
working and construction class.

The Lake Lisgar committee is also work-
ing on its annual trout stocking of the lake.
Kempf hinted there will be a good number
of trout put in sometime in late May. He
was also excited the water quality is good
enough some trout are surviving from one
year to the next.

tillsonburgpost.com

Avondale

United Church
60 Harvey St.
(519) 842-5532

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

All are Welcome

“Inspiring people
to know Christ”

OLLING

You're invited to celebrate with us!
Saturday, June 6th
12pm to 4pm
2 Finch Street, Tillsonburg.
Light refreshments
& prize draw.

HAYHOL

—HOMES —
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TILLSONBURG TOWN WIDE YARD SALE

(CHRIS ABBOTT PHOTO)

Nikki Finck and Jenn David organized one of the busiest yard sales in town Saturday, joining
R f I ' the Tillsonburg Town Wide Yard Sale on Glendale Drive.
e res e EH‘ - : |

(CHRIS ABBOTT PHOTO)
It was a family affair Saturday for Jeff Sousa, on the left, and Melissa Dos Santos, on the
right, joined by children Brielle and Mateo Sousa, during the Tillsonburg Town Wide Yard
Sale at their home on Sanders Street.

6/8 Broadway \
Street

Floors

i Now
Tillsonburg
), IS Now

END+=ROLL

FLOORING CENTRES

Hardwood | Laminate | Area Rugs | Luxury Vinyl | Carpet | « More!

Tillsonburg ¢ 612 Broadway St
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W Community Calendar

JUNE

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Parent & Tot 1| Public Skate 2 | Tiedto Pride 3 | Public Skate 4 | Public Skate 5 | Doors Open 6
Skate 10:00 - 11:20 am Macrame 10:00 - 11:20 am 3:30 - 4:50 pm Tillsonburg
4:00 - 5:00 pm Roller Skating Workshop Culture After Hours 12:00 - 4:00 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm 1:30 pm & 6:30 pm | 4:00 - 7:00 pm Community Swim
1:00 - 3:00 pm

Pickleball Courts & Tennis Court #1 CLOSED

Community 7 | Parent & Tot g | Public Skate (o] 10 | Public Skate ]| Public Skate ]2 | Community 13
Swim Skate 10:00 - 11:20 am 10:00 - 11:20 am 3:30 - 4:50 pm Swim
1:00 - 3:00 pm 4:00 - 5:00 pm Roller Skating 1:00 - 3:00 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm Pottery Painting
Community 14 | Parent&Tot 15 | Public Skate 14 | Kidproof 17 | Public Skate 18 | Public Skate ]Q | TurtleFest 20
Swim Skate 10:00 - 11:20 am Babysitting 10:00 - 11:20 am 3:30 - 4:50 pm 10:00 am
1:00 - 3:00 pm 4:00 - 5:00 pm Roller Skating Course Tillson Family Lake Lisgar Water
6:30 - 8:00 pm 5:00 - 8:30 pm Parkette Ribbon Park Free Swim
Cutting 4:00 pm 1:00 - 3:00 pm

TurtleFest: Friday
Night Movie on the

Lawn 6:00 pm
13th Annual Turtlefest
Lake Lisgar Q]| Parent&Tot 99 | Public Skate 923 24 | Public Skate 25 | LakeLisgar 94 | Lake Lisgar 27
Water Park Skate 10:00 - 11:20 am 10:00 - 11:20 am Water Park Water Park
11:00 am - 6:00 pm | 4:00 - 5:00 pm Roller Skating Culture After Hours | 11:00 am - 6:00 pm | 11:00 am - 6:00 pm
Council Meeting 6:30 - 8:00 pm 4:00 - 7:00 pm Public Skate
5:00 pm 3:30 - 4:50 pm
. Lake Lisgar Public Skate
Lake Lisgar 28 Water Park 29 10:00 - 11:20 am:‘;o
Wf'ter Park _ 11:00 am - 6:00 pm | Lake Lisgar Water
Skate 11:00 am - 6:00 pm
4:00 - 5:00 pm Roller Skating
6:30 - 8:00 pm

FREE Community Event Highlight

Didn't find what you
were looking for?

L]

B e B . v
e’ J e
AMMANDALE MHS .'_Iﬁ.-;p ‘ bl o 2 vy

TURTLEFEST
EVENTS

Check out all our
other programs!

wwrw lillzonberg co

CONNECTED. ENRICHED. INSPIRED.
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The Tillsonburg Gemini girls rugby team closed out a successful 3-1 TVRA campaign with playoff appearances against Parkside and Arva Medway.

JEFF TRIBE

Post Correspondent

The 2026 Tillsonburg Gemini Thames
Valley Regional Athletics (TVRA) girls
rugby season is gone, but will not be for-
gotten by coach Shelby Colldock.

Her to date, four-year teaching career
at Glendale began with graduating mem-
bers of the team she has coached for the
duration. Colldock is excited to see them
head onward to begin their lives beyond
high school, all while missing their pres-
ence.

“For me, it’s a very sensitive moment
to be able to get to say good-bye and
good luck, to them.”

The Gemini campaign officially came
to a close Monday, May 25 in Arva
with a 36-15 TVRA Cup 4 quarter-final
loss to the Medway Cowboys. Keona

Cornish, Asha David and Faith Mey-
er scored tries for the Gemini while A.
Crozier (2), A. Franklin (2), D. Martens
and L. Vanderheydt found the scoring
zone for Medway, with R. Bosley adding
three conversions.

The week previous, Tillsonburg
opened its first TVRA playoff stream
with a 34-14 loss to St. Thomas Parkside
Stampeders in the Western Ontario Sec-
ondary Schools Athletic Association
(WOSSAA) A/AA final. The Stamped-
ers had finished the regular TVRA sea-
son with a 4-0 record, handing the Gem-
ini their lone blemish on a 3-1 Veronica
Harrigan Division performance includ-
ing wins over Woodstock CI, Woodstock
Huron Park and London Clarke Road.

“We got all our girls in and played
well,” said Colldock, crediting the Stam-
peders for having one dominant star

who carried their attack. “She is just a
phenomenal player.”

Cornish scored one try for Tillsonburg
which was awarded a second via penal-
ty.
Colldock was happy with the Gemini
performance in both outings, playing
well individually and collectively as a
team.

“They played together and brought
each other up.”

Colldock also credited this season’s
opposition for displaying good sports-
manship throughout, competing hard,
but fairly on the field.

“I hope we carried that into our games
as well so the other teams felt the same
way about us.”

Across her four years of coaching,
the Gemini program has gone from
struggling to field a team to this year’s

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)

strength in numbers, particularly among
the junior grades which bodes well for
its future.

“It’s always a positive to see a sport
grow in general, particularly one that
can provide girls that physical outlet
they don’t always get in other sports.”

Most teams benefit from club member-
ship and Glendale is no exception says
Colldock, if challenged by the fact the
closest options are in London, Water-
ford and Brantford. However, Cornish,
Meyer, Allie Deroo, Sienna Waterhouse,
Emmy Gray and Jordyn Androusick
brought out-of-school experience to the
squad and along with other veteran play-
ers provided leadership throughout the
regular season and playoffs.

“Everything is trending the way it
should be trending for a team which is
growing and being more successful.”

Red Sox drop extra-inning game to Seniors

GRAHAM NICKERSON

Post Contributor

The Tillsonburg Red Sox found them-
selves locked in a pitcher’s duel on May
29 when they hosted the Simcoe Seniors
at Sam Lamb Field.

Simcoe’s strong pitching fanned 18
fledgling batters while Tillsonburg man-
aged to hold their own until everything
unravelled in extra innings.

Young right-hander Paxton Bale start-
ed on the bump for the Red Sox. The first
Simcoe batter of the game reached base
on a miscommunication in the outfield,
followed by a base hit that scored a run.

A walk followed, then an easy fly to left
was dropped to allow two Simcoe runs to
come across before an out was recorded.
Undeterred, Bale made quick work of the
next three batters, sitting them down in
order.

Tillsonburg responded with two runs of
their own in the bottom of the first. Iron
Ring Rachar was plunked in the back to
lead off the inning, then Oden Oatway
poked an opposite field home run, his first
in a Red Sox uniform.

For the next five innings, the two teams
notched zeros on the board. Tillsonburg
managed just one hit after their home run
off Simcoe starter Smith, who fanned a

total of 11 over five innings.

Simcoe threated in the fifth after a one-
out walk to Knelsen. Johnson flared a ball
to left, which dropped in for a hit. Knelsen
aggressively tried for home, but short stop
Rachar made a perfect throw to the plate
to make the out.

After an impressive outing of four hit
balls over four-and-two-thirds innings of
work, Bale turned the ball over to Jesse
Froese, who closed the fifth with a strike-
out. Froese pitched the sixth, and struck
out the side before his night was through.

Owen West took the hill for Tillson-
burg in the seventh and struggled with his
command from the outset walking three

straight batters. With one out and the bas-
es loaded, West induced a comebacker
which was turned for a 1-2-3 double play
to end the Simcoe threat.

Jordan Vitias led off the seventh with
a clean single and advanced to third on a
stolen base and wild pitch. Another wild
pitch sent Vitias sliding into home to
notch the score at 3-3.

In extra innings, West was again in a
high-pressure situation with the frame
starting with a runner on second. Instead
of pitching, West found himself playing
a game of fetch with backstop Vitias, as
wild pitch after wild pitch brought in four
runs before an out could be recorded.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 15
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With West unable to hit the broadside of a
barn, the Red Sox brought in Parker Mor-
ris to finish off the inning.

Tillsonburg managed to push across
one run in the bottom of the eighth, but it
was too little too late, dropping the game
8-4.

The Red Sox look ahead to their tour-
nament which begins Friday, June 5 at the
local diamonds. Eight teams are compet-
ing for the trophy which was first award-
ed in 1977.

Simcoe.................300 000 04 -8 6 0

Tillsonburg............200 000 11 -2 5 4

Summary: ER, Simcoe 4, Tillsonburg 3; LOB, Simcoe 9, Tillsonburg 5; HR, Oatway; RBI,
Johnson, Lawrence, Oatway (2); W, Lawrence; L, West; BB, Smith (2), Bale (4), West (4); K,
Smith (11), Lawrence (7), Bale (3), Froese (4), West (1);Time, 2:37

tillsonburgpost.com
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TILLSONBURG AB R | PO A E
RACHAR, SS 3 1 1 1 5 0
OATWAY, 3B 3 1 1 1 2 0
MORRIS, 1B, P 3 0 0 8 0 1
VITIAS, 2B, C 2 1 1 8 1 0
PROUSE, CF 2 0 0 1 0 0
*FROESE, CF, P 1 0 0 0 0 0
MCPHERSON, EH 2 0 0 0 0 0
*WEST, P 1 0 1 0 0 1
SEITZ, C, 2B 3 0 0 4 1 1
THIESSEN, LF 3 1 0 0 0 1
APPLEFORD, RF 2 0 1 0 0 0
BALE, P 2 0 0 0 1 0
*NICKERSON, 1B 1 0 0 1 0 0
AL e s |4 [ s e | w0

Weather finally takes positive turn for slo-pitch

DAVE WEAVER

Post Columnist

We can officially say it's baseball season
as no blankets or parkas had to be donned
last week. Competition is heating up as well
as there were a lot of close games including
some of the walk off win variety. It will start
to become busy now as tournaments are in
full swing, with Super Series and Senior Cir-
cuit heading into their second events.

Ladies’ Division

Cooks Concrete Jays are the only unbeat-
en team left in Ladies Slo-pitch. They broke
out late to easily defeat previously-undefeated
Simmonds Mortgages. The Jays had mercied
Queen Bees on the Monday night. Simmonds
split their doubleheader, holding on to defeat
unbeaten Foldens Machine Works, who ral-
lied late to make the game close Foldens had
mercied the Wildcats in their previous game.
SunSpace/Bill Klyn Carpentry recorded their
first two wins, winning easily over Resting
Pitch Face and Queen Bees. Wildcats collect-
ed their first win in a low-scoring affair, shut-
ting out Queen Bees 4-0.

SunSpace/Bill  Klyn
Queen Bees-2

Carpentry-12,

SunSpace-Tammy Griswold 4-4; Amanda
Stubbs 4-4; Gemma Ladosz HR.

Queen-Diana Byers 3-3; Tristyn Dahl 3-3.

Game Synopsis-Top of the order led the
winners, with lead-off batter Tammy Gris-
wold having four hits and three runs scored,
and second in the order, Amanda Stubbs, did
the same.

Cooks Concrete Jays-24, Resting Pitch

Face-0

Cooks-Maddi Obar 5-5, HR, Gr. Slam;
Heidi Hopper 4-4.

Resting-Michelle Socholotiuk 2-2; Katie
Depew 2-2.

Game Synopsis-Maddi Obar drove in eight
for the winners, Brandi Cook scored four
runs.

Wildcats-4, Queen Bees-0

Wildcats-Bridgette Homenuik 2-2; Chris-
tine Phillips 2-2.

Queen Bees-Diana Byers 2-2; Alyssa
Berkeley 2-2.

Game Synopsis-The key in this one was
Wildcats pitcher striking out 10 batters. Krys-
tal Sivyer and Ling Wong each scored two
runs accounting for all of Wildcats runs.

SunSpace/Bill Klyn Carpentry-20, Rest-
ing Pitch Face-4

SunSpace-Nicole Morgan 3-3; Sabrina Sin-
den 3-3.

Resting-Carmen Hancock 2-2; Katie Pit-
tock 2-2.

Game Synopsis-Amanda Stubbs led the
winners with a pair of doubles and a triple,
Kim Hurd had a pair of doubles and three
runs scored.

Foldens Machine Works-16, Wildcats-4

Foldens-Mandi Vickers 3-3; Ashley Aker
33.

Wildcats-Ashley Anderson 3-3; Tracey
Coderre 2-2.

Game Synopsis-Ten of 12 batters in Foldens
order scored at least one run, Mandi Vickers
and Teresa Snedden each crossed three times.

Simmonds Mortgages-18, Foldens Ma-
chine Works-15

Simmonds -Kyla Long 4-4; Brooklyn Car-
roll 4-4.

Foldens-Danielle Swart 4-4; Monica Barnes
3-4.

Game Synopsis-Rachel Boyd, Kelly Ver-
scheuren and Katie Hahn each drove in three
runs for the winners.

Cooks Concrete Jays-16, Simmonds

Mortgages-7
Jays-Maddi Obar 5-5; Brandi Cook 5-5.

Simmonds-Tena Bueckert 3-3; Tracey Car-
ruthers 3-3.

Game Synopsis-Maddi Obar led the win-
ners with a five-hit, five-run performance.
She hit a triple off the base of the right center
field fence on Annandale 3, as well she threw
out two runners on the bases.

Men's A Division

Three teams are still unbeaten in the A
Loop. 1,2 Seal Insulation Hawks handed the
Cubs their first defeat in a high scoring affair.
They capped off their week with a victory
over winless Hit N Run. Leeswood Con-
struction Dirty Mitts won a close one over Hit
N Run. The Mill won in come-from-behind
fashion over SunSpace/Bill Klyn Carpentry
to remain as the third unbeaten team.

The Mill-18, SunSpace/Bill Klyn Car-
pentry-15

The Mill-Mike Supinski 5-5; Tim Morgan
5-5, 2 HR; Matt Evans HR; Bryan Deblaire 2
HR; Steve Derks HR.

SunSpace-Kyle McDougall 4-4; Jake Millar
4-5; Dallas Dalby 2 HR.

Game Synopsis-A six-run seventh won it
for The Mill; Tim Morgan, Steve Derks and
Bryan Deblaire homered in the rally.

Leeswood Construction Dirty Mitts-12,
Hit N Run-9
1,2 Seal Insulation Hawks-27, Cubs-15

Hawks-Martin Klassen 5-5; Cam Bueckert
5-5; Ben Bueckert HR; Robert Verhoeve HR;
Peter Epp HR; Johnny Epp HR; Daniel Enns
HR; Jake Klassen HR.

Cubs-Jamie Teichroeb 4-4; Chris Dyck 4-4;

Ivan Dyck HR; Joel Dyck 2 HR; Marcus Enns
HR.

Game Synopsis-The Hawks walked this one
off with Ben Bueckert plating the tying and
winning run.

1,2 Seal Insulation Hawks-25,
Run-21

Hawks-Ben Bueckert 6-6, 2 HR; Jake Klas-

Hit N

sen 5-5, HR; Jesse Hiebert HR; John Klassen
HR; Johnny Klassen 2 HR.

Hit N Run-Peter Klassen 5-5, 2 HR; Daniel
Unger 5-5, 2 HR; Franky Klassen HR.

Game Synopsis-Johnny Klassen homered
twice and scored six runs for the winners.

Men’s Division 2

Pelicans, Sticky Bandits and All Seasons
Estate Care Bandits are battling out at the top
of the division with unbeaten records. Peli-
cans won a close one over Strike Force before
easily beating At My Playground/IQT Logis-
tics. All Seasons had a come from behind win
over Quackheads. Sticky Bandits had a mercy
win over Mavericks. Strike Force rebounded
with two straight wins over Papa's Auto Spa
and At My Playground.

Pelicans-12, Strike Force-8

Pelicans-Matt Summers 3-3; Adam Jensen
3-3, HR; Steve Leacock HR; T.J. Neville HR.

Strike-Henry Teichroeb 4-5; Jake Friesen
2-3.

Game Synopsis-The nine-man Strike Force
hung in until the fifth, then Pelicans put a
stamp on the victory with a five-run rally,
Steve Leacock and Adam Jensen each hit two
run homers in the inning.

Strike Force-17, Papa's Auto Spa-11

Strike Force-Peter Klassen 4-4, HR; Jake
Enns 3-4; Abe Klassen HR.

Papa's-Dylan Denomy 5-5; Peyton Harris
3-4; Jesse Legg HR.

Game Synopsis-Strike Force scored seven
runs late to take the win, Peter Klassen had a
five-RBI night, and was a triple shy of hitting
for the cycle for the winners.

Strike Force-14, At My Playground/IQT
Logistics-10

Strike Force-Johnny Klassen 3-3; Jake Enns
3-3.

AM.P-Trent Lamb 4-4; Brandon Balazs
3-4, HR.

Game Synopsis-A four-run sixth keyed
Strike Force's win, and Peter Klassen drove in

two in the rally.
CONTINUED TO PAGE 16
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Pelicans-14, At My Playground/IQT Lo-
gistics-5

Pelicans-Steve Leacock 4-4, HR; Ryan
Marques 4-4.

A.M.P.-Duncan McLean 3-3; Connor Smith
2-3; Trent Lamb HR.

Game Synopsis-Pelicans scored multiple
runs in five of their seven at-bats. Lead-off
batter Ryan Marques had a night, doubling
twice while scoring four runs.

All Seasons Estate Care Bandits-14,

Quackheads-13

All Seasons-William Loewen 3-4; Martin
Hildebrandt 3-4; Jake Sawatsky HR.

Quackheads-Phil Beauvais 3-3; Cody Long
3-3; Dawson McMillen HR.

Game Synopsis-An eight-run seventh won
it for the Bandits. Ben Neufeld and Jake
Sawatsky each drove in two in the rally.

Underhill Farm Supply-12, Designated
Drinkers-9

Underhill-Cole Williamson 4-5;
Phipps 4-5; Curtis Chambers HR.

Drinkers-Michael White 3-3; Kyle Postma
3-4, HR; Matt Barker HR.

Game Synopsis-The nine-man Underhill
squad had runs scored from eight of their
nine, Curtis Chambers hit a two-run homer
and a run-scoring double.

Sticky Bandits-17, Mavericks-2

Dave

1,2 SEAL INSULATION HAWKS

Bandits-Conner Friesen 3-3; Toby Rempel
3-3.

Mavericks-Ryan Landry 2-2; Matthew
Poirier 2-2.

Game Synopsis-Austin Redekopp reached
and scored three times for the winners.

Men’s Division 3

Sandy Shore Brew Jays were the only un-
beaten team, after winning their game by one
on Friday night. Brew Jays walked off NAPA/
Coward's Pharmacy Maulers. John Beere did
the same in the sixth in a shortened game win
over Wolfpack.

John Beere-15, NAPA/Coward's
macy Maulers-11

John Beere-Mike Evanitski 3-3; Mark Car-
rel 4-4.

NAPA-Reece Dally 3-4; Darren Swick 2-4.

Game Synopsis-Shaun Elliott had a two-run
double and scored three runs for John Beere.

Sandy Shore Brew Jays-13, NAPA/Cow-
ard's Pharmacy Maulers-12

Phar-

Brew Jays-Denver Barr 3-3; Brian Red-
decopp 3-3; J.D. Collier 2 HR.

NAPA-Matt Bowers 3-3; Craig Boucher
3-4; Dylan Outerbridge HR.

Game Synopsis-Duane Nutt had the walk-
off base hit for Sandy Shore.

John Beere-14, Wolfpack-13
PTS

LEESWOOD CONSTRUCTION DIRTY MITTS
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John Beere-Lucas Lebel 3-3; Nathan Sulli-
van 3-3.

Wolfpack-Jarryd Roest 3-3; Dustin Smith
3-3.

Game Synopsis-Brandon Reaney scored the
winning run for John Beere.

Men’s Division 4

N.LM. had another big week, sweeping a
doubleheader over R.L.P. and a mercy over
Smokin Bases. Tornadoes won their first ever
game, beating Smokin Bases by two. They
however lost their second half of their dou-
bleheader, getting edged out by one by Di-
amond Kings. Brickhouse Boys won a pair,
mercying Tornadoes and a four-run victory
over Diamond Kings. R.L.P. picked up the
only other division win, a 12-run victory over
Tornadoes.

R.L.P. Melanie Luksys-19, Tornadoes-7
R.L.P.-Blake Ash 4-4; Caden Craggs 4-4.

Tornadoes-Hayden Lounsbury 3-3; Ben
Serrador 3-3.

Game Synopsis-R.L.P. scored runs in five
of their six at-bats, Blake Ash scored four
runs.

Brickhouse Boys-30, Diamond Kings-26

Brickhouse-Parker Morris 6-6; Court Cron-
heimer 4-5, HR.

Diamond-Dave Wall 5-5; Pete Goertzen 5-5.

Game Synopsis-Everyone on both team or-
ders scored at least one run, a rare occurrence.
Parker Morris hit a pair of doubles and a triple
for the winners.

N.I.LM.-16, R.L.P. Melanie Luksys-1

N.LM.-Cory Chambers 4-4; Jeff Wheeler
4-4,

R.L.P-Jeremy Tannahill 2-2; Ethan Luksys
2-2.

Game Synopsis-Jeff Wheeler, Jake Deno-
briga and Justin Dygos all scored three runs
for the winners.

N.I.M.-18, Smokin Bases-3

N.LLM.-Brodie Earls 4-4; Logan Bottenfield
3-4.

Smokin-Jeff Sousa 3-3; Wade Kirby 2-3.

Game Synopsis-N.ILM. took advantage of
a short-handed Smokin Bases squad, Brodie
Earls led the way with four runs scored.

Brickhouse Boys-13, Tornadoes-2

Brickhouse-Nathan Bridges 4-4; Cooper
Desroches 4-4.

Tornadoes-Jaxon Toth 2-3; Marshal Delaire
22,

Game Synopsis-Leadoff batter Tanner
Lammens had a single, double and triple and
scored three runs for the winners.

N.LLM.-29, R.L.P. Melanie Luksys-21

N.LM.-Jeff Wheeler 6-6; Logan Bottenfield
5-5.

R.L.P-Ethan Luksys 4-4; Cole Toth 4-5.

Game Synopsis-Logan Bottenfield scored
five runs for the winners.

Tornadoes-19, Smokin Bases-17

Tornadoes-Ben Serrador 4-4; Jack Soares
4-4,

Smokin-Ian Barrett 5-5; Joe Miller 4-4.

Game Synopsis-A seven-run sixth gave

Tornadoes their first win, Hayden Lounsbury
scored four runs on the night.

Diamond Kings-20, Tornadoes-19

Diamond-George Klassen 4-4; Jake Peters
3-3.

Game Synopsis-George Hiebert and George
Klassen each hit a pair of doubles and scored
three runs for Diamond Kings.

PTS |
PELICANS 4 0 o | 8 |
ALL SEASONS ESTATE CARE BANDITS 3 | o | o | e
STRIKE FORCE 3 | 2 | o | e
STICKY BANDITS > | o [ o | a
PAPA'S AUTO SPA > | 2 [ o | a
UNDERHILL FARM SUPPLY 1 > | o | 2
QUACKHEADS 1 > | o | 2
AT MY PLAYGROUND/IQT LOGISTICS 1 3 | o | 2
MAVERICKS o | 2| o o
DESIGNATED DRINKERS o | 4 [ o o

N.LM. 6 0 o | 12 |
BRICKHOUSE BOYS 4 | 2 o | s
DIAMOND KINGS 3 > o | s
R.L.P. MELANIE LUKSYS 3 4 o | s
TORNADOES 1 4 o | 2
SMOKIN BASES 0 5 o | o
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MINOR SPORTS ALL YOU CAN EAT BRUNCH BUFFET

SCRAPBOOK BROUGHTTO YOU BY N I L L EVERY SUNDAY 10AM TO 2PM

7 t 20 John Pound Rd., Tillsonburg, ON | tillsonburgmill.com
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Max Prouse of Allard Chiropractic’s U12 boys team kicks the ball to keep it away from a  Tilly Trailer player Noah Ga aldwi
Shaw’s Ice Cream player. ropractic player in a U8 boys’ game last week.

! I | o8

treet Chi-

Emily McCormick of the Cadman Irrigation U13 girls Tillsonburg Football Club team vies for East Elgin Concrete Forming players, from left in grey Elijay Teixeira, Malcolm Schneider
control of the ball against a Chatham player in EMDSL action. and Ajay Nevins, work to stop a Petro Canada forward during recent U-12 boys action.
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Although soccer is a game where players can’t touch the ball with their hands, it seemed all Cohen Bruckler, left, of the Optimist International U-8 boys team, fights for control of the
hands were up in this shot in a U8 boys game between Attain Health and Otter Creek Designs.  ball with Ashton Prouse of the Optometrists on Broadway team in a game last Wednesday.




June 4, 2026

Tillsonburg Post

ontario.ca/SeniorsMonth

40-year career

DEBBIE KASMAN

Post Correspondent

John Haldane hadn’t
planned to volunteer for 21
years after retiring from
his 40-year career at Can-
ada Life Head Office in
Toronto, but that’s what
ended up happening. Life
has a funny way of taking
you places you didn’t see
coming.

Born in 1943 at Mrs.
Stanford’s Nursing Home,
a private maternity home
(not a modern long-term
care facility) located at
10039 Yonge Street in
Richmond Hill, Haldane
was the oldest of three
children. His parents were
John and Thelma Haldane.

In the era before Rich-
mond Hill had its own
hospital, Mrs. Stanford’s

peopleCare
communitie

Nursing Home functioned
primarily as a maternity
facility. Expectant mothers
stayed there for childbirth,
with deliveries handled
upstairs in the bedrooms.
Harry, sometimes called
“Uncle Harry,” and Eliz-
abeth Ann, “Mrs.” Stan-
ford, owned and lived in
the house from around
1928 wuntil 1976. Harry
served as a long-time cus-
todian at Richmond Hill
High School and was ac-
tive in the community.
Ann worked in practical
nursing for many years
and helped delivered ba-
bies at the house, Haldane
included.

After graduating from
the local high school, Hal-
dane went off to Ryerson
University in pursuit of
a business degree. After

graduating with that de-
gree, he worked at Cana-
da Life for 40 years, then
retired to Tillsonburg in
2005 with his wife Kathy.
Not one to sit still very
long, Haldane launched
himself on a second volun-
teer career post retirement
that lasted for 21 years.
He first volunteered at the
Tillsonburg District Me-
morial Hospital, where he
stayed for 20 years, but
he also acted as a volun-
teer companion for the
Alzheimer’s  Association
of Oxford County for two
years, served on the board
of Community Living Till-
sonburg for four years (as
director and treasurer), and
served on the board of the
Tillsonburg Senior Centre
as director for 2 years.
Haldane’s main role at

peopleCareTillsonburgLTC.ca

Work with purpose in a
beautiful new LTC home.

&BEST
‘EMANAGED
S COMPANIES
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the Tillsonburg hospital
was to provide admin/
computer support for the
volunteer coordinator. He
also served two terms as
president of the volunteer
association board, one
term on the TDMH Hos-
pital Board, and another
term on the TDMH Foun-
dation Board. Haldane
completed other volunteer
jobs at the hospital as well:
helping at the information
desk, treasurer of the cof-
fee shop, summarizer of
patient surveys, and direc-
tor and past-president of
the volunteer association
board.

At the age of 83, John
is now fully retired and
living a life of leisure. He
spends his time listening
to music, reading, journal-
ing, and streaming movies
and television shows. Hal-
dane lost his wife in 2018,
and has been a resident at
Rolph Street School for the
past five years.

Haldane is a proud father
and grandfather with two
daughters, Corrie and Tan-
ya, and two grandchildren,
Samantha and Tyler. Cor-
rie has published numer-
ous stories in short story
anthologies and Tanya is
an administrator at a prod-
uct testing facility. Grand-
daughter Samantha is 18
and currently living and

Ontario @

working in Japan. Grand-
son Tyler is 25 and about to
be married.

Haldane told me he al-
most went to the infamous
Woodstock in 1969 on Max
Yasgur’s dairy farm in
Bethel, New York, where
Jimi Hendrix, The Who,
Jefferson Airplane, and
Sly and the Family Stone
closed the show over three
days amidst a lot of chaos—
but his buddy backed out
at the last minute, and had
the car.

Haldane likes to joke that

_ (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
he is “battery-operated

with a lifetime warranty.”

Haldane’s advice for en-
joying retirement? I was
expecting something noble
about service and giving
back. Instead, the man who
ran on volunteer hours for
21 years grinned, and said,
“Live for today. You never
know when your batteries
might give out.”

He should know — he
has a pacemaker. Techni-
cally, he’s been battery-op-
erated with a lifetime war-
ranty for years.

Happy Seniors’ Month!

Let’s acknowledge
and honour the
amazing seniors in
our lives this month
and all year round.

ERNIE HARDEMAN
MPP - Oxford

519-537-5222 * 1-800-265-4046
ernie.hardemanco@pc.ola.org
erniehardemanmpp.com

o
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Community centre offers
variety of seniors’ programs

JULIE DAWLEY

Post Contributor

At the Tillsonburg Community Centre,
we believe staying active is one of the
keys to healthy aging. Our water fitness
classes, land fitness programs, personal
training opportunities and health club
experiences are designed to help older
adults improve strength, balance, flex-
ibility and cardiovascular health while
also supporting mental wellness and so-
cial connection.

Whether participating in Aqua Fit,
yoga, low-impact group fitness, working
one-on-one with a personal trainer to
achieve specific wellness goals, or enjoy-
ing an independent workout in the health

club, seniors can stay active at a pace that
works for them in a welcoming and sup-
portive environment. Recreation is more
than exercise - it helps build confidence,
independence, friendships and an overall
better quality of life.

It’s never too late to begin your well-
ness journey. No matter your age, experi-
ence or fitness level, taking that first step
toward a more active lifestyle can make a
meaningful difference in your health, en-
ergy and overall happiness. We encour-
age seniors to come out, meet new peo-
ple, try something new and discover how
enjoyable staying active can be.

Julie Dawley is Recreation Programs
and Services Manager for the Tillsonburg
Community Centre.

tillsonburgpost.com
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Triwngle
Rewards

Rewarding Real Life

* Free membership
Bonus Days and special offers

Canadian Tire

Earn more Triangle Rewards
at participating partners

& CANADIAN
R TIRE

Get Rewarded Every Time You Shop

Receive & register your FREE Triangle Rewards card and earn
Canadian Tire Money on eligible purchases all year long.

e Earn rewards when you shop in-store or online
* Triangle Mastercard holders earn 4% back in CT Money at

Ask us in-store about joining Triangle Rewards or sign up
online at triangle.canadiantire.ca today!

BMark's SroRICHEK WESTJET 5

248 Broadway, Tillsonburg
(519) 842-5926 | canadiantire.ca
Locally Owned and Operated

S

CANADIAN
TIRE

Celebrate‘S}ébﬁi'b}s’
Month WithiBetter Hearing

Stay connected!toithe {
moments that'matter @ WA&E

At Norfolk Hearing Clinic, we
understand that your hearing needs
are unique, and we take a personalized
approach to develop tailored solutions
that fit your lifestyle.

Book your free
hearing test today!

Clinic Services Fiona Macaulay

Owner and Hearing

* Hearing Assessments Instrument Specialist

e Hearing Aid Options & Advice
e Hearing Aid Repair & Cleaning
e Wax Removal

Proud to call Norfolk County home — independently
owned and operated, community driven.

226-290-0994

@ Port Rowan - 1035 Bay St
@ Port Dover - 413 Main St

(Lower Level)

@ Simcoe - 185 Robinson St

(Second Floor)

NORFOLK

HEARING

C C
||"'I"ll..oll;ol.i\::".d“""h. NI

norfolkhearing.ca
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Editor

The Tillsonburg Senior Centre is pre-
paring for Seniors’ Month and is doing it
in a big way.

The annual barbecue in conjunction
with Seniors’ Month is planned for Fri-
day, June 26, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

“You don’t have to be a senior. We're
just trying to raise awareness of the
centre, and the month,” said adminis-
trator Nancy Purh-Slingerland. “It is
nice because it is all seniors serving the
food, cutting the lettuce, etc. It’s all se-
nior-driven.”

The cost for the event is $5 for a burg-
er, chips and a drink. The only catch is
that organizers ask people to pre-register
at 519-688-2520 so they know how much
food to have on hand.

Last year, close to 100 people came

through for the event, and it’s expected
that number will be topped this year.

A Smile Cookie and RBC supported
change

The other big news is that money do-
nated from last fall’s Tim Hortons Smile
Cookie campaign is close to being used,
so members will benefit. The funding is
being used to renovate the former wood
shop into an art room. This means re-
moving all the woodworking equip-
ment, including exhaust equipment, and
installing new flooring and painting. A
sink will be added for cleaning brushes,
and lighting will be improved. In addi-
tion, chairs and tables will be purchased.

A grant received through the RBC
Fund in January is also helping to offset
the costs.

Once renovations are complete, pro-

gramming for seniors will be put in
place. Some examples will be mosaic
programs, stained glass workshops, and
making air dry clay and sun catchers.

“Things right now we don’t have the
luxury of offering,” Puhr-Slingerland
said.

Although this might seem to overlap
with what the Station Arts Centre does,
such is not the case. Puhr-Slingerland
said she talked to staff at Station Arts,
and the organization provided a letter of
support for what the Tillsonburg Senior
Centre is going.

“We’re certainly not looking to rein-
vent the wheel, or infringe on what they
are doing,” she said.

Even for those who don’t participate
in a formal program, the new room will
provide a quiet space for members to
paint or draw.

Read the paper online anytime: tillsonburgpost.com

9

COMPLIMENTARY
HEARING TESTS &
EVALUATIONS

51 SIMCOE STREET

519-842-5500

_.||| hear right canada l

Quality Hearing Care For Less

DEMOS & 90-DAY

PROUDLY SERVING NORFOLK AND OXFORD COUNTIES

ALTERNATIVE HEARING AID CLINICS

IS NOW PART OF
HEAR RIGHT CANADA!

Local independent ownership. The same trusted
team and care you know, now backed by a 13
national network dedicated to you.

.

FREE 2-WEEK

FULL RETURN
PERIOD

WORKS WITH ALL
GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS

QUALITY
CARE

FOUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

96 KING STREET

R, 519-842-5500

1009 BAY STREET
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Tillsonburg Senior Centre gearing up for Seniors’ Month

JEFF HELSDON

Used jewelry wanted

Donations of used jewelry and fashion
accessories are being sought for the annual
jewelry sale on the Saturday of the fair in
August. All items will be $2 each. It will
be open to the public on Saturday, Aug. 15,
from 1-4 p.m., and to members the day be-
fore.

The sale also includes accessories like
purses and belts.

A pelvic floor and core fitness class, of-
fered for the first time by Stonebridge, is
proving popular. It runs Tuesday mornings
at 9:30 a.m. The non-member fee is $48.

Those looking to lower the cost of the
centre programs can become members,
and the $55 annual membership fee will
drop to $35 after July 1, and be prorated
even lower through the fall. The 2027 fee
can be brought even lower by paying be-
fore the end of the year.

“Local Co-Owner &
"Hearing Care
Professional

LOCAL CARE.
REAL PEOPLE.
WE'RE HERE.

32 SOUTH COURT STREET EAST

519-582-2300 519-586-9500 519-842-5500

@ hearrightcanada.ca
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MAPLE MANOR

Long Term Care Facility

Celebrating Seniors Month

Today and everyday, we honor the people
who helped shape our community. Thanks
for all you've given and continue to do.

>
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IN APPRECIA
Local enterainer Mike Martin performed at the Tillsonburg Senior Centre as part of an
annual volunteer appreciation event. Volunteers are a crucial part of the operation of the

centre, and contribute more than 1,500 volunteer hours annually.

73 Bidwell Street, Tillsonburg, ON N4G 3T8
519-842-3563 ¢ maplemanor.ca

CONNECIT W=
SOUTHWESTERN o
Public Health
Oxford + Elgin + St.Thomas
WI I I I A — SENIORS LONELINESS AWARENESS WEEK
S E N I O R J AN Connection matters. Staying socially connected supports

mental, emotional, and physical well-being as we age.
JUNE 15-21, 2026

Take time this week to reach out, check in, and
strengthen community connections.

Join Us at an Aging Well Road Show

Learn about local services, supports, and resources
for older adults while connecting with community
organizations.

Seniors
Loneliness
Awareness
Week

Plattsville Lions Community Hall
June 15, 10 AM -2 PM

>

It's Never Too Late
To Get Connected

Seniors are at increased risk for
loneliness and social isolation.
Make meaningful connections this
week and tell us how it goes at Free admission ® Walk-ins welcome ¢ Registration
www.LonelinessAwarenessWeek.ca recommended: https://bit.ly/AgingWellRoadshow

Norwich Community Centre
June 17, 10 AM -2 PM

Register here

Presentations, local organizations,
resources, refreshments, and opportunities to connect.
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JEFF HELSDON
Editor

David Brandon has
been working on the con-
cept for his book for more
than a decade, but it took
retirement for him to fin-
ish it.

Brandon’s book, Rings
of Saturn: Enemy Within
was released on March
27, but will be officially
launched on June 8 to co-
incide with the premier of
Stephen Spielberg’s new
movie Disclosure Day.

The science fiction nov-
el follows U.S. Air Force
F-16 pilot Dan Russell,
who enters a classified
space program, and even-
tually fights a battle in the
rings of Saturn. A combi-
nation science fiction and
military story, with a love
story thrown in the mix,
the novel has not only
aliens in an interstellar

war, but also inner strug-
gles and a good-versus-
evil conflict.

“Ever since 1 was 13
years old, I was following
the UFO situation,” Bran-
don said. “I woke up one
morning and said, ‘I have
to write this book’. I wrote
the first chapter, and the
rest took 10 years.”

Although he didn’t join
the military, Brandon did
become a pilot and was a
flight instructor. He is the
former owner of Tillson-
burg Flying School.

Following the 10-year
writing and research pro-
cess for the book, it took
Brandon another three
years to edit the book. He
also borrowed on advice
from an editor on how to
write his book.

Brandon has been a big
science fiction lover, both
in print and on television
and the big screen.

“Science fiction has
been my love since I
watched the first Star
Trek series when it came
on TV,” he said.

Brandon said he prefers
Star Trek, which was his
favourite, to Star Wars.
“The whole idea of Star
Trek and how humans
evolved over 300 years is
what I really liked about
it,” he said.

Timing of the book’s
release is critical. Spiel-
berg’s movie is being
released as the United
States government starts
to disclose more informa-
tion from classified UFO,
or Unidentified Anoma-
lous Phenomena (UAP),
files. Last month, the
American  government
tens of millions records,
spanning several decades,
related to UAPs were re-
leased.

“The secret space pro-

226-553-9738

Store Hours:

Sunday: Closed

PHARMASAVE

Pharmasave Tillsonburg
33 Oxford Street

Monday - Friday: 9am - 6pm
Saturday: 10am - 2pm

Happy Sentor’s Month
Senors Save 15% Every Day!

Store Services:

* Free Local Delivery

* Prescription Transfers -
Quick & Easy!

* Specialty Compunding

and Covid-19 Vaccine
» Compliance Packaging

Prescribing

* Immunization & Injection
Services, Including Influenza

* Minor Ailments Assessing and

* Seniors Save 15% Every Day!

gram does exist,” Brandon
teased of one of the ele-
ments of his book. “There
is a lot more in space than
we know about.”

Writing the book in-
volved years of research
for Brandon. It incorpo-
rates the latest technolo-
gy, such as anti-gravity
drive, which Brandon
says also does exist.

It also talks about med-
ical technology, which
Brandon found is on
the point of huge break-
throughs.

“If you live another 10
years, you’ll probably live
to be 200,” he predicted.

Enough material was
compiled through the re-
search that Brandon be-
lieves he has enough to
write two more books.

The 280-page Rings of
Saturn: Enemy Within is
available for $23 on Am-
azon.

Ontario @

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
David Brandon displays his novel, Rings of Saturn: Enemy
Within, which was published in March and will be going
through an official release within the next week.

Tillsonburg Post is
available for FREE

in print and online:
www.tilisonburgpost.com

‘(i SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 70 YEARS

TILLSONBURG
MEMORIALS

MONUMENTS - MARKERS
CEMETERY LETTERING & ACCESSORIES

019-688-0490

Mon.-Fri. 10am - 5pm

Evenings & weekends by appointment

* Locally family
owned and operated
since 1952

- Serving Oxford,
Elgin, Norfolk &
Brant counties

« Competitive pricing

» No commissioned
sales staff

+ No obligation
quotes

* A division of
Ingersoll & Thames
(Woodstock)
Memorials

+ Oxford county’s ‘full

service’ monument
company

58A Broadway St.

Visit us online at www.tillsonburgmemorials.com
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Pickleball comes to the Tillsonburg Senior Centre

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

The latest craze sweep-
ing the nation, pickleball
now has a new home in
the Tillsonburg Senior
Centre.

The indoor court has
been attracting about a
dozen people per session,
both outdoor players get-
ting some practice time in
as well as attracting new
players. In the senior cen-
tre, pickleball is offered
Mondays and Thursdays.
The cost is $4.50 for
non-members and $2.50
for members.

Michelle Webb, senior
centre program coordina-
tor, explained Thursdays
are usually for intermedi-
ate players and Mondays
for beginners.

“Many of the advanced
players come in Monday
to play, but if the begin-
ning players are here, they
bring it down to teach
them how to play,” she
said.

This is the initial season
for the program in the se-
nior centre, and it seems

to be popular.

For new player Walter
Slingerland,  pickleball
seems fun.

“There’s a lot more
laughter than actual play,”
he said.

Indoor pickleball dif-
fers slightly in the ball has
fewer, and larger, holes

e

o

than the ball for outdoor.
“We have ceilings to
deal with indoors, and
sometimes serious wind
outside,” said experienced
player Paul Van Herten.
Deb Hodgkinson joined
the senior centre because
of pickleball. She wasn’t
aware of any other indoor

courts, and plans on play-
ing outdoors as well.

Meghan Fardella is also
a new player, and liked
that the senior centre sup-
plied the equipment, that
the first time is free and
there is instruction.

“It seemed like an easy
way to try it,” she said.
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Fred Dupon, right, bends down to receive a serve, with his partner for the match Paul Van
Herten, ready to lend assistance during a recent game at the Tillsonburg Senior Centre.
Pickleball is offered at the senior centre Mondays and Thursdays.

MIS|C

MULTI-SERVICE CENTRE

June is Seniors Month

We assist seniors in maintaining their independence at home by
providing personalized support with daily living activities, personal
care, housekeeping, meal preparation, social outings, and more.

Learn more: www.multiservicecentre.com/homesupport/

With only four people
able to play at once, play-

ers rotate during the ses-
sion.

DR. JONATHAN ARNEL
Optometrist

‘Keep your world in focus

Trusted vison care for every
stage of your life!

32 Harvey St.
Tillsonburg, ON
drjonathang7@gmail.com
tel (519) 842-5291
fax (519)842-3296

Let’s get moving!

11:30 AM - 1 PM
JUNE 26
$5

Includes a hamburger,
bag of chips and beverage

Register by calling
688-2520

45 Hardy Ave, Tillsonburg * (519) 688-2520
tillsonburgseniorcentre.com
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MOVE IN. SETTLE IN CELEBRATE SUMMER

Whether you're looking for convenience, support with your move, or the perfect setup to
enjoy the FIFA World Cup games this summer, we're here to help you feel right at home.

PICK YOUR BONUS:

FULLY FURNISHED SUITE $2,000 TOWARDS 60-INCH SMART
. MOVING COSTS TV PACKAGE
Move in and keep the
professionally selected Let us help make your Have a brand-new 60" Smart
furniture already perfectly transition easier and less TV professionally installed in
sized for your suite. overwhelming. your suite.

Take possession before June 30, 2026 to choose your bonus!

Why Cedarview? Book a Tour Today!

» Spacious studios with outdoor space
+ Bi-weekly housekeeping

» Weekly activities & entertainment

» Daily prepared meals

s Shuttle Service

226-640-4251

511 Finkle Street Woodstock, ON N4V 0C4 cA
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Gasparetto to run for councillor seat

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Ron Gasparetto filed his papers to run for Tillsonburg
council last week, becoming the third person to run for
one of six councillor positions.

A long-time resident of Tillsonburg, Gasparetto has
been actively involved in giving back to the community
for 23 years. He has served on the Tillsonburg Non-Profit
Housing Corporation for more than 17 years. He is also
a past chair of Habitat for Humanity and has spent time
coaching local ringette.

Gasparetto recently retired from a 35-year career in
municipal government, primarily in real estate, urban
planning, facilities management, and municipal opera-
tions.

He follows council meetings to stay up to date on local
issues affecting the town.

Asked why he decided to put his name forward to run
for council, Gasparetto answered, “I decided to run for
council because I believe strongly in public service and
giving back to the community that has given so much

to my family. Through my career, I have gained exten-
sive experience in municipal governance, budgeting,
planning, and asset management. I believe those skills
can help council make informed decisions that balance
growth, financial responsibility, and quality of life for
residents.”

He believes the knowledge he has gained on munici-
pal government and a collaborative approach to prob-
lem-solving will be a positive addition to council.

“I believe in listening to residents, making decisions
based on facts and sound analysis, and working respect-
fully with fellow council members to achieve positive
outcomes for the community,” he said. “My goal is to
help ensure Tillsonburg remains a great place to live,
work, raise a family, and retire.”

He sees the big issues facing Tillsonburg over the next
four years as managing growth while maintaining the
small-town character, ensuring housing affordability,
advancing economic development, and attracting new
business investment. He also sees continued investment
in municipal infrastructure as key, while ensuring tax-
payers receive good value for their dollar.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Oxford County releases more information about
plan for YMCA building following purchase

LEE GRIFFI

Post Contributor

The county said its goal of “Housing for all” is taking
a major step forward with a new Homelessness Support
Centre in Woodstock that will offer emergency shelter
alongside other services that help transition people out of
homelessness and into stable housing.

In a press release, Oxford County said the purchase of
the property at 808 Dundas Street in Woodstock is now
approaching the community input phase.

“The county now begins the process of consulting with
residents and businesses in the area; working with the
City of Woodstock and other community partners to plan
how the new facility will operate; and tendering for reno-
vations and building system upgrades at the site.”

The release added the support centre, expected to open
in spring 2028, will work in partnership with Wood-
stock’s new Homelessness and Addictions Recovery
Treatment (HART) Hub/Wellness Centre to serve resi-
dents from across Oxford County who are unhoused or
at the risk of becoming homeless. It will offer a single-lo-
cation 24/7 emergency shelter model offering 55 beds,
meal areas, safe storage for personal belongings, on-site
laundry, day programs, and on-site security.

“It will also offer on-site professional staff to help un-
housed people find employment, mental health and ad-
dictions support, permanent housing, and other types of
support. Office space will also be made available to other
community agencies.”

T Respiratory

Services Inc:
Home Oxygen
Sleep Apnea Therapy

Your Hometown Respiratory Specialists
Serving the Community for 30 years and counting...

67 Simcoe Street, Tillsonburg

Costs for both the building purchase and renovations
are being funded through the county’s two housing re-
serve funds (up to $5.55 million), a Building Faster Fund
contribution from the City of Woodstock ($2.05 million),
and the Federal Safe Restart fund ($200,000).

“The annual costs of operating the centre, estimated
at $2.4 million per year, will be funded in part through
Ontario’s Homelessness Prevention Program. Right now,
the County allocates approximately $1.9 million in pro-
vincial funding each year for shelter services and home-
lessness support,” added the release.

In June, Oxford County staff will bring forward an ex-

TURTiEFESTe

DOWNTOWN TILLSONBURG

FRIDAY
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e Opening Ceremony + “Shell of &
Place” exhibit @ Station Arks
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cussic ROCK

and ALy mMoTe
communiny parkners!

Centre

& Movie on Hhe lalon @ Annandale
house Wwith food tyucks + achivities

planation of how the community, particularly residents
and businesses in the area, will be updated throughout
the project from now until its opening and initial stages
of operation.

“The public will also have an opportunity to give input
on operational plans for the support centre, safety and se-
curity, and other considerations. Public consultation will
include an in-person public information meeting along
with other ways to ask questions and provide feedback.
Ongoing updates, and an opportunity to submit feedback
at any time, can be found on Speak Up, Oxford! at www.

oxfordcounty.ca/speakup.”
CONTINUED TO PAGE 31
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Community comes together for Alzheimer Walk

CHRIS ABBOTT
Grant Haven Media

Christine Poier, Alzheimer Society
Southwest Partners, Director of Opera-
tions, could hardly contain her excitement
when she learned how much money was
raised at Saturday’s Walk for Alzheimer’s
in Tillsonburg.

“$15,000,” said Poier. “That’s amaz-
ing!”

The IG Wealth Management Walk for
Alzheimer’s in Tillsonburg, which cel-
ebrated its 25th anniversary in January
2020 at the Tillsonburg Community Cen-
tre, is now held in May at Memorial Park,
after a brief run at the Annanadale Public
School track.

“We’ve been doing this annually for
many, many years,” Poier nodded, pleased
with Saturday’s turnout.

“We have about 70 people here today,
which is very exciting,” said Maggie
Scanlon, Alzheimer Society Southwest
Partners, Director of Programs and Ser-
vices.

“The thing that I love about this event
is that... we have the moments where we
are all gathered together to remember our
loved one, or the person living with de-
mentia... but it’s a community event. It’s
the community coming together,” said
Scanlon, who was a care partner for her
grandmother who was living with demen-
tia. “You are then surrounded by all the
people who are in the same situation, or
someone who is living with dementia, and

Tillsonburg Kinettes had a large team in the Tillsonburg Walk for Alzheimer’s Saturday at Memorial Park.

you can feel that community support, to
know that you are not alone. This is really

The Corporation of the Township of Norwich

Media Release — Township of Norwich Traffic Calming Open Houses

The Township of Norwich would like to invite members of the community to attend one
of three Traffic Calming Open Houses being held on June 10 & June 11, 2026. Council
has identified traffic calming as a strategic priority and has set aside funding for pilot
projects in 2026. These sessions are your opportunity to review the Township’s speed
data, learn about traffic calming options, and share your feedback before any decisions
are made.

Session 1: Norwich — Wednesday, June 10, 2026 | 6:00-8:00 PM
Township of Norwich Council Chambers
285767 Airport Road, Norwich, ON

Session 2: Springford — Thursday, June 11, 2026 | 1:30-3:30 PM
Springford Community Hall
429 Main St W, Springford ON

Session 3: Oxford Centre — Thursday, June 11, 2026 | 6:00-8:00 PM
Oxford Centre Hall
505386 Old Stage Road, Woodstock ON

Each session will include a brief presentation followed by an opportunity to speak with
Township staff and members of Council, review display materials, and complete a com-
ment card. Responses will then be collated and presented at a future Council meeting,
along with recommendations about the pilot projects that should be implemented in
2026. No registration is required for these sessions. Please note that all three sessions
will be sharing the same information.

Media Contact:

Matt Smith, Chief Administrative Officer
Township of Norwich

285767 Airport Road, Norwich
cao@norwich.ca, 519-667-2000 ext. 7615

The Corporation of The Township of Norwich
285767 Airport Road | Norwich, Ontario NOJ 1P0
Phone (519) 667-2000 | Fax: (519) 468-2414 | www.norwich.ca
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about a community coming together and I
think that is so beautiful.”

How much you raise for the Walk for
Alzheimer’s does not matter, said Scan-
lon. There is not minimum fundraising
amount. People joined as individuals,
partners, teams, including service clubs
like the Tillsonburg Lions and Tillson-
burg Kinettes. VON did the walk warmup
for participants.

“Again, it’s the community partner-
ship,” said Scanlon. “It’s the community
coming together, which is amazing.”

The annual walk is important to foster
community and raise funds for programs
within the community, said Alzheimer

(CHRIS ABBOTT PHOTO)

Society volunteer Theresa MacDougall,
also a member of the Tillsonburg Ki-
nettes.

“I started doing this walk with my
daughter when it was at the community
centre, to support my mom,” said Mac-
Dougall. “When the kids got older, I
wanted to give back to that, that’s why I
do this, in support.

“The Kinettes are great supporters of
the walk... we’ve got a big team. The Ki-
nettes are big in the community.”

Alzheimer Society Southwest Partners
organized four walks on the weekend —
Tillsonburg, Woodstock, and London on
Saturday, and St. Thomas on Sunday.

tillsonburgpost.com
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PROTECT YOUR
VEHICLE FROM
ITS WORST
ENEMY, RUST.

The ultimate vehicle rust
protection since 1986.

BOOK‘Y.OUR|RUST. PROTECTION ‘APPOINTMENT.TODAY!

TIRECRAFT

Helping Canadians Get Ahead

M&dJ Tirecraft
327 Simcoe Street, Tillsonburg, ON
519-842-3321 | tirecraft.com
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DALLAS SMITH PLAYS IN TILLSONBURG

Canadian country star Dallas Smith drew a packed house for his show on May 28 in the
Tillsonburg Memorial Arena. A three-time Canadian Country Music Association Entertainer
of the Year winner and Grand ‘Ole Opry performer, Smith thrilled the crowds performing his
multiple hits from over the last decade. Presented by New Country 107.3 and Jones Enter-
tainment Group, the concert was the first in more than two decades in Memorial Arena.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO) (JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
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Tournon steam train takes travellers back in time

L & <3
PAUL KNOWLES
Tillsonburg Post Columnist

When the Viking company invited us
on a Rhone River Cruise, we knew we’d
be travelling via airplane and, of course,
boat — more specifically, a Viking Long-
ship christened Viking Heimdal.

We hadn’t realized that the old cliché,
“planes, trains and automobiles,” would
be true to the max. We flew into Paris, re-
turning post-cruise by air from Marseille
to Munich to Toronto.

In Paris, where we stayed for three days,
we used automobiles for tours, and added
boats to the list, as we took a Seine River
cruise. We travelled from Paris to Lyon by
high-speed train, and there boarded the
longship for our weeklong cruise.

So, we thought we’d pretty much cov-
ered the transportation device gamut, but
then came the fifth day of the trip, when
we found ourselves boarding a much old-
er railway train, a sharp contrast to the
rapid ride from Paris. We were spending
the morning on a leisurely trip aboard the
Tournon Steam Train, riding in heritage
carriages, with plenty of steam blowing
past as we travelled through a beautiful
and unspoiled French river valley.

The official name of the train is the
Chemin de fer du Vivarais. It’s in the Ar-
deche region in the south of France. The
full line is 33 kilometres long, running
from Tournon in the Rhone Valley to La-
mastre in the Doux valley. However, there
are also shorter, half-day trips —— includ-

An aqueduct in the Doux Gorge.

ing the one we took.

It’s quaint, authentic and quite wonder-
ful. Riding in these heritage carriages,
pulled by a genuine steam locomotive, is
a great experience in its own right, but the
scenery through the valleys is also spec-
tacular.

There is an intriguing history to the
Tournon Steam Train, both as a tourist at-
traction and prior to that incarnation.

The line was originally built between
1886 and 1890, and it carried freight and
passengers until 1968.

Some local enthusiasts believed it was
too special to abandon, and so a surpris-
ingly brief, two-year project resulted in
the 33-kilometre line being re-opened as
a special attraction in 1970. It stayed in
service until 2008, when a growing oper-
ating deficit and increasing disrepair of
the rolling stock forced another closure.
But the fans of steam trains are not easily
deterred. Although

that hiatus lasted five years, this time,
they brought the train back once again. In
2013, they again fired up the steam loco-
motive, and with that, the current railway
service began. All of the rolling stock is
authentic, with the locomotives dating
back to the beginning of the 20th century.

That’s the history of the train as tour-
ism attraction. But the previous life of this
railway is much more poignant. During
World War II, the Rhéne region was a
key centre for the French Resistance, as
French patriots fought against the Nazis —
and against the Nazi-friendly Vichy gov-
ernment. [ have written previously about
the city of Lyon as an important base for
the Resistance. As the war unfolded, the
Resistance fighters moved more and more
to the forests and mountains of southern
France, from where they waged what
might be called guerilla warfare against
their occupiers.

And we learned that the Tournon Rail-
way, running through the district that was
home to plenty of Resistance fighters, was

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
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frequently employed to smuggle guns and
ammunition for these resistance fighters,
with boxes of arms and ammo buried be-
neath the piles of coal used to fire the en-
gine.

The railway was also used when Jewish
children were brought from Paris, where
their lives were in immediate danger.
They then taken via this local railway to
isolated farms where they could hide in
relative safety. Thus, these cute little car-
riages we were riding in were actually
important tools in combatting the horrors
of the Holocaust. Many lives were saved
from death in the concentration camps be-
cause of the Tournon railway. A sobering
reality check.

Back to today. The carriages have win-
dows that can be opened, and passengers
can also stand on the car’s entrance plat-
forms to take in the stunning views of the
Doux river gorge, as well as to breath in
the scent of coal fires and to experience
the clouds of steam. Your every sense car-
ries you back in time.

And there is an unexpected twist at
the farthest point of the excursion we
took, from Tournon to the Colombi-
er-le-Vieux-Saint Barthélémy-le-Plain
trip. And no, I am not making up the name
of the latter station. The sign fills an en-
tire wall of the old station building.

Because he passengers quite rightly ex-
pect to be returned to Tournon, the steam
engine has to be disconnected from the
carriages, and turned 180 degrees to head
back the way it came.

This is accomplished by something that
looks a little like magic, but is really just
good old engineering know-how. The 44-
ton locomotive is turned around manually
— by one man, who does not even work up

The steam engine was built in the early 20th century.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

a sweat — on a cleverly designed turntable.

Back at the Tournon station, passengers
can visit a museum, which includes heri-
tage train cars, plenty of railroading arti-
facts and — of course — a gift shop.

All in all, a wonderful experience of
stepping — actually, riding — back in time.

Paul Knowles is an author and travel
writer, and Past-President of the Travel
Media Association of Canada. To contact
Paul about travel, his books, or speaking
engagements, email pknowles@golden.
net.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
The Tournon Railway has a dedicated team
of workers, including the engineer.
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175)Broadway, Tillsonburg | lisa@tillsonburgtravel.com | (519)842-5931 | tillsonburgtravel/com
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From Wales to Ontario:
keram’s Ratking tour comes to Tillsonburg

MUSIC
CORNER

BEN ANDRESS
Tillsonburg Post Columnist

A year ago ,Welsh musician Marek Ball
packed up his life and moved to Canada.
He was not just changing countries but
more so he was starting over.

Known for previous music projects
Dirty Neon and Make-Out in the United
Kingdom, Ball arrived in Toronto know-
ing virtually nobody. Since then, he has
built a new life with a new circle of friends.
He has also built a new musical identity
through his solo project named keram. It
is a clever name. It is his first name spelled
backwards, and with a lower case ‘k’.

The music of keram blends elements of
alternative rock, emo, folk punk and indie
influences while creating songs that are
both personal and constantly evolving. For
Ball, the move across the Atlantic has had
a profound impact on both his life and his
song writing.

"Having never been to Canada before,
knowing nobody and nothing, falling out
of a plane and just trying to make it work.

UPCOMING SHOWS

Everything about my experiences in Can-
ada has been defined by strangers that be-
came friends," Ball explains. "My Welsh
work with Dirty Neon and Make-Out was
very much so The Marek Show. What I
wanted to write, how I wanted them to
sound, very insular and specific, but the
music I write now is significantly more
collaborative.”

Marek has enlisted his new friends in
Canada to be part of the keram project,
and so far, it has been working out.

“My two best Canadian friends, Joseph
Conrad and Steven Santello, are as much a
part of the keram process these days and [
cannot imagine it without them,” Ball said.
“These two strangers, now best friends,
have changed my life in ways I cannot be-
gin to describe.”

That collaborative spirit has helped
shape a project that refuses to be boxed
into a single genre. The keram song writ-
ing process often starts with a specific vi-
sion for a song where they let the creative
process take unexpected turns.

"There is something I'm chasing, often
a key inspiration at any given moment,
trying to capture one specific vibe or feel-
ing but at the risk of sounding incredibly
pretentious, I find the song will run away
with itself, and find itself and tell you what
it wants to be," Ball explained. "I could
start with an emo chorus and end with a
folk punk song. If you start writing and
get stuck, you readjust until the ideas start
flowing again, the song writes itself. Not
every idea needs to be hammered into a

mold."

Several well-known bands from the UK
alternative scene including Fightstar, Blitz
Kids, Deaf Havana and The Blackout, have
shaped Ball’s musical approach. While he
has embraced life in Canada the transition
has come with a few culture shocks.

"The tax being added at the end of the
purchase, tipping culture, the constant
apologizing for things that need no apol-
ogy. It is a totally different culture than
what I'm used to," Ball laughs. "One of
the hardest aspects I found was how Ca-
nadians are so fiercely protective of their
social circles. It is so hard to get in with a
group of friends here, but if you managed
to get in, you have made friends for life. It
is beautiful, if not a little daunting. I would
love to add that I want people to tell their
friends that they love them. I do not think
people say it often enough."

While Ball appreciates the friendships
he has found in Canada, he still misses
some things from back home in Cardiff.

"But what I miss the most, except the
obvious answer of friends and family, is
the food. I know British food gets a bad
reputation but my goodness. [ want a prop-
er curry, a proper full English breakfast,
I want a Greggs, I want the flavours of
Monster and Rockstar that the Canadians
do not even know about,” Ball lists. “Also,
our music streaming services are differ-
ent. I cannot listen to some of my favourite
songs because they are not on Canadian
streaming. That was a weird adjustment."

Currently touring Ontario on the Rat-

king Tour with fellow Toronto artist Kick-
sie, Ball sees the experience as a celebra-
tion of the connections that music can
create.

"I'm out on the Ratking tour right now
with my bestie Kicksie, and playing a
handful of venues around Ontario with a
solid lineup of support acts. All venues,
bands, audiences and staff that I may have
never met, we talk about strangers, and
their influences on our lives,” Ball said.
“This whole run is the most beautiful ex-
ample of that. As far as the keram show
goes, I try to fill the set with as much en-
ergy and sweat and fun as I can. I want
to jump, I want to run, I want to hurt and
ache the next day. I want people to get in-
volved and feel the same way and share in
that connection if they are into it."

For Ball that sense of connection re-
mains at the heart of everything he does.
What began as a leap into the unknown,
has become a story about community,
friendship and finding inspiration in un-
expected places. This Friday Tillsonburg
will have the opportunity to experience
that story first hand when keram comes to
town.

Local band Ian BW opens for keram
June 5th at Paddy’s Underground. Ad-
vanced tickets are $10 and available on-
line at www.eventbrite.ca . You can also
purchase them at the door the night of the
show for $15. This concert is an all-ages
event with a licensed area. You can follow
keram on their official social media ac-
count at www.instagram.com/keramcore

JUNE 4-JJ STALEY
The Copper Mug
Free Entry — 8 p.m.

JUNE 5 - KERAM & TAN BW
Paddy's Underground

$10 — 8 p.m.

All Ages/Licensed

JUNE 10 - EUCHRE NIGHT
The Copper Mug
5:30 p.m.

JUNE 12 - MUSIC TRIVIA NIGHT
The Copper Mug
8 p.m.

Free Entry — 10 p.m.

JUNE 13 - KARAOKE NIGHT

The Copper Mug
Free Entry - 8:30 p.m.

JULY 10 - DUMB CRUSH & THE ICK
Paddy's Underground
$10 — 8 p.m. - All Ages/Licensed

JUNE 14 - KICKIN KOUNTRY

The Copper Mug
Free Entry — S p.m.

AUGUST 7-9 - BUDDIES FEST
The Mill, Paddy's Underground & The Copper Mug
3pm - All Ages/Licensed - www.buddiesfest.com

JUNE 19 - DOWNCHILD BLUES BAND FT. CHUCK

Jackson & Tyler Yarema
The Copper Mug
Free Entry — 8 p.m.

JUNE 20 - RIGHT TURN CLYDE

The Copper Mug

News Media Canada
Médias d’Info Canada

PUT YOUR MONEY
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS «

Keep your dollars in Canada to strengthen communities and support local
businesses, including your local newspaper.

¢ Live Entertainment » Karaoke * NTN Trivia
* Fundraisers ¢ Birthdays * Anniversaries
* Meetings * & More

Fresh made foods, in house smoked meats and
lot of love, just like Mom used to make.

79 Broadway St, Tillsonburg

519-842-6227

g
PADDY-

UNBERGROUND
TILLSONBURG, ON
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20 John Pound Road
Tillsonburg

Live Music - Comedy - Pub

72N\

ADVERTISE
LOCAL

enbureg POST



Tillsonburg Post

June 4, 2026

Oxford County releases
more information about

plan for YMCA building
following purchase

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25

“The goal of the new centre is to reduce
the demand for a shelter, to transition peo-
ple out of homelessness: anything less
than housing for all is just not enough,”
explained outgoing Warden and Zor-
ra Township Mayor Marcus Ryan. “The
centre will make a world of difference to
anyone sleeping under a tarp or a bridge
and to us all—the entire community will
benefit. Thanks to the support and com-
mitment of the City of Woodstock, and
partners like Woodstock Hospital and
Oxford OHT in getting the HART Hub up
and running, we are putting into place a
key piece of our response to our housing
and homelessness strategy,” he added.

The release stated more than 10 locations
were considered for the site beginning in
March of 2025 after council approved the
Homelessness Response Strategy. In De-

cember of this year, council authorizes
staff to proceed with an offer to purchase
the property at 808 Dundas Street in
Woodstock, the site of the former YMCA,
pending funding.

From August to October, JPM Archi-
tecture Inc. will prepare architectural de-
signs for renovation work to be used for
the construction/renovation tender. The
company was the recipient of an, up to,
$250,000 single source contract for the
work. A tendering contract award for
building renovations will be completed in
the fall of this year with work beginning
during the winter months. A Request for
Proposals (RFP) and selection of an agen-
cy to operate the Homelessness Support
Centre is expected to occur in the winter
of 2027 with an opening expected in April
of 2028.

tillsonburgpost.com

What'’s your vision?

Oxford County is growing: be a part of the plan.

Over the next 20-30 years, Oxford
County will grow to a population of
more than 200,000 residents. What
do thriving communities look like to
you? How do we protect nature,
farmland and heritage?

Your voice matters. Visit one of the
in-person visioning workshops to
have your say, or take the online
survey at www.oxfordcounty.ca/
official-plan-engage. Your
feedback will help develop the
community vision that guides
Oxford's new Official Plan.

Innerkip
Community
Centre

1:00-3:00 pm

|JUNE | |JUNE |
16 17

Mount Elgin
Community
Centre

6:30-8:30 pm

|JUNE |JUNE
23 25

Southgate Embro
Centre
Altadore Hall

1:30-3:30 pm

Community
Centre

6:30-8:30 pm

(((’)Xf&&County

Growing stronger together

SAVE &
ENERGY

1P PEAK PERKS™

Got a smart thermostat?
Sign up
and earn $75

peakperks.ca
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COMING EVENTS

SPONSORED BY

Heritage House Ltd.

SEONERAGE

21

LOCAL EXPERTS.
PROVEN RESULTS

CENTURY 21.

SMARTER. BOLDER. FASTER

Our experienced team is proud to
help you buy, sell, and invest in
Tillsonburg and the surrounding area.

WE'RE HERE FOR YOU.

Q 24 HARVEY STREET, TILLSONBURG, ON N4G 338

JUNEG6 |11 AM - 3 PM
MULTICULTURAL FOOD FESTIVAL
Delhi Tobacco Museum, 200 Talbot Rd.,
Delhi

Greek, Korean, Mexican, African, Filipino,
Hungarian, Polish, German, Ukrainian, Indian.
Adults 58 children 10 and under free. Debit
and Cash, purchase tickets, redeem for food.
ALL DAY MUSIC Delhi Legion, Multicultural
50/50 draw, cash sales only. 2,500 top prize.

JUNE

JUNE 6 | 10 AM - NOON

MESSY CHURCH: EASY PEASEY
St.Paul's United Church 88 Bidwell
St.Tillsonburg

Crafts,games,snacks,music a story and lunch
Children should be accompanied by an adult

JUNE 6 |9 AM - 5 PM

CELEBRATING COMMUNITY AT
EDISONFEST

Vienna Memorial Park, 6226 Plank Rd.,
Vienna

Local Vendors, Bouncy Castles, Food Trucks,
Blacksmith demonstrations, and featuring World
Champion Arm Wrestler Mike Gould! Registration
begins at 10 am for the arm wrestling competition!
Email: bayhamhistoricalsociety@hotmail.com for
further information!

JUNE 6| 11 AM - 2 PM

BBQ FOR DASO (WOMAN'’S SHELTER)
Home Hardware parking lot

Cowards, Home Hardware, and the Tillsonburg
Lions Club are hosting a fund-raising BBQ for
DASO. Cheeseburgs($6), Hamburgs($5), Hot
Dogs($4) and Cold Drinks($1) will be offer with all
proceeds going to the shelter. Come join us, bring
friends and support this worthy cause.

JUNE6|9AM-1PM

TASTE OF SUMMER

I\élemorial Park, 46 Sanders St, Tillsonburg,
N

Presented by: 3E. Food trucks, vendor village,

children's shows & activities! Entrance by donation

to the TDMH Foundation.

JUNEG6|1-3PM

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 100TH
ANNIVERSARY OPEN HOUSE
Tillsonburg Legion, 16 Durham Street,
Tillsonburg

Come on down to the Legion from 1pm-3pm to
browse our memorabilia, artifacts, sports areas, and
so much more we offer. Celebrate our 100th with
cake and coffee! All Welcome!

JUNEG6|1-3PM

DISCO DANCE

Tillsonburg Legion, 16 Durham Street,
Tillsonburg

Featuring live band The Groove from London
Ontario on Saturday June 6 at 8 pm. Tickets $15 or
$20 at the door available at the Legion. This is a 19+
event. For more info call 519-842-5281.

JUNE 10 | 10 AM - 3 PM

THE BROWNSVILLE ANNUAL SCHOOL
REUNION

Brownsville Community Centre

There will be a Potluck lunch, so please bring your
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MARK BRAMBURGER* LAURA CURTIS** CHRIS DECLARK* CHERYL FODY* HAZEL KLEMPP*

519.550.6275

TAMMY KYLE*
519.983.0967

favourite dish. All former students and spouses

are welcome to attend. If you have any Historical
information or pictures please bring them with

you. If you have any questions please contact Patty
Meertens at rpmeertens@gmail.com.

JUNE 13 |8 AM - 1 PM

GIANT YARD SALE, BAKE SALE AND
BBQ TENT

Springford Baptist Church, 422 Main St West,
Springford Ont

Featuring Sausage on a Bun, Hot Dogs, Potato
chips, Pop. Also on site will be Girl Guide Cookies
for sale and free popcorn. Fill a Bag for $5 (we
supply the bags) and stuff it full with items from the
Yard Sale. Larger items will be priced singly. There
will be no clothes or furniture at this event. Lots of
parking on the street. Lots of homemade baking at
the Bake Table. Stop by for all the deals and join us
for a midmorning snack or lunch at the BBQ tent.

JUNE 20 | 10 AM - 10 PM

PLATTSVILLE'S 175 ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

Plattsville Park and Arena

10 am Firefighter Breakfast, Heritage Displays
10-4, Portraits of Honour, 12 noon Parade, 1pm
Opening Ceremony, 1-4 Car & Tractor Show, 2
thru 10 pm Live Music & Entertainment, Kids
Activities, Vendor Market, Lions BBQ and the grand
finale, an 18 minute Drone Show at 9:45 pm. Free
admission. Fun for all ages. Thanks to our Platinum
Sponsors - Canadian Heritage and North Blenheim
Mutual Insurance celebrating 165 years. www.
plattsvilledistrictheritagesociety.com

JUNE 21 | OPENS 12:30, ENTERTAINMENT
STARTS AT 2 PM

NATIONAL INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY
CELEBRATION

Memorial Park adjacent to the Kinsmen
Band Stand, 49 Hardy Avenue in Tillsonburg,
ON

The Tillsonburg and District Historical Society

will be holding a National Indigenous Peoples Day
Celebration. June is National Indigenous History
Month in Canada, a time to recognize the rich
history, heritage, resilience and diversity of First
Nations, Inuit and Métis. The Indigenous Eagle
Flight Singers and Dancers led by Gordon Nicotine-
Sands will be featured. There will be Indigenous
Food and Craft Vendors in attendance. Bring your
lawn chairs as seating will be limited. Opening
Ceremonies and Entertainment will start at 2 pm
with site open at 12:30 pm. Admission is free. Please
spread the word. Invite your friends and family. All
are invited!

JUNE 27 (RAIN DATE: SUNDAY, JUNE 28) | 9
AM - 4 PM

FLY DAY & OPEN HOUSE

Tillsonburg Regional Airport, 244411 Airport
Road, Tillsonburg

FREE Admission. Come fly with us! Join us for

our June Open House and Fly Day. We welcome
everyone to this FREE-admission, family-friendly
outdoor event that offers aviation enthusiasts the
opportunity to see our collection of vintage Harvard
aircraft up close, tour our hangars, explore our
restoration projects, purchase souvenirs, and best of
all, go for a flight! (additional cost for flights). Come
explore North America's largest fleet of Harvard
aircraft and what the volunteers are doing to keep
the history and legacy of these Second World War
warbirds alive. While pre-booking flight experiences
is not necessary, it is recommended. Contact

519.983.9300

2538 34

DAVID LAPOINTE* LANCE MACKENZIE* NICHOLAS PAUL*
519.673.7110

L, 519.688.0021

519.983.7000 519.688.8999

226.378.0345 519.872.0184

| @& HERITAGEHOUSE.C21.CA

crewflights@harvards.com to ensure your seat! In
case of inclement weather, check our Facebook page
for RAIN DATE updates.

JULY

JULY 17 & 18

BRANTFORD UKULELE FESTIVAL
Tickets for the 2026 Brantford Ukulele Festival,

set for July 17th and 18th are going fast! Register
before April 17th to get in on the Early Bird special.
Get details on performers, workshops and more at
brantfordukulelesociety.org.

JULY 19| 2 PM

DECORATION DAY

FOR FORESTVILLE CEMETERIES
Hillcrest Cemetery, 638 Charlotteville Road 1,
Forestville

Rain or shine. Bring your lawn chair, a friend,

and umbrella. Music will be provided by “Blue
Chicory”. Everyone welcome!

ONGOING CLASSES, CLUBS &
ORGANIZATIONS
3°° TUE. OF MONTH | 6:30 - 8:30 PM
CAREGIVER CONNECTION
Revel Realty Woodstock, 111 Huron Street
(Virutal/hyrbid options available)
Are you worried about your child or youth? Parents
and Caregivers for Mental Health (PCMH) is here
to listen, support, and walk alongside you on this
journey. Our free Caregiver Connection peer support
groups offer parents and caregivers a community
of support. Can’t make it in person? Join one of
our virtual or hybrid groups! Visit family.cmho.
org or email oxfordcounty@pcmbh.ca for more
information.

OXFORD COUNTY DIABETES
EDUCATION PROGRAM

Appointments are available at Alexandra
Hospital Ingersoll and Tillsonburg District
Memorial Hospital and by phone

Are you looking for support with your Diabetes?
Our Team of Registered Nurses, Registered Dietitians
and a Social Worker is here to support YOUR goals.
We can help with medication adjustments, lifestyle
and diet changes, stress management, weight
reduction strategies and more. SELF REFERRALS
ARE WELCOME. Please call 519-485-9611 to
book an appointment. Let’s work together!

MONDAYS | 7 - 9 PM

MODERN SQUARE DANCING IS FOR
YOu!

Thames Valley Dance Club

Looking for something to do in the evening or
something new to try? Modern square dancing is a
great way to learn something new, have fun, meet
new friends, relieve stress, and get some exercise! All
you need is comfortable shoes and casual clothing.
No experience or partner is required and anyone over
the age of 12 is welcome (children from 12-15 with
an adult, please). The 2025-2026 season has started
at the Ingersoll Pipe Band Hall, 108 Wonham St.
S. Ingersoll. The first night is free, and after that the
cost is $7.50 per person each Monday, paid monthly
at the start of the month. For more information,
contact Julie at 519-535-3314.

2> TUES. OF MONTH (SEPT.TO MAY) | 2 - 4
PM
4™ TUES. OF MONTH (SEPT.TO MAY) | 7 - 9
PM

519.550.9477

CHERYL RAPAI*
226.970.2490

EXPECT MORE.

OXFORD PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Church of the Epiphany, 560 Dundas Street,
Woodstock Ontario N4S 1C7

If you have never belonged to a stamp club, now's the
time. Meet new friends, grow your knowledge and
collection. Contact: Don Eaton dhfe@silomail.com.
Website: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford

372 WED. OF MONTH | 10 AM - NOON

LYNN RIVER PROBUS CLUB

Army, Navy & Air Force Club, Simcoe, ON.
Corner of Water St. and Culver St. Simcoe.
Enter via Culver St.

Our retired and semi-retired members enjoy diverse
interest groups, friendship and fellowship. We have
interesting speakers at our monthly meetings as well
as time to socialise.

Current and prospective members are welcome to
join us at the Army, Navy & Air Force Club, Simcoe,
which is on the corner of Water St. and Culver St.
Simcoe. Enter via Culver St. For more information,
please visit our website at: lynnriverprobus239.com
or email lynnriverprobus239@gmail.com

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS | 7 - 9 PM
SATURDAYS | 10 AM - 12 PM

LEARN BRAZILIAN JIU-JITSU (BJJ)
North Broadway Baptist Church

Thanks to donor support, we’ve been able to
purchase mats and uniforms, and our instructors
generously volunteer their time. This isn’t a
business—any donations go straight back into

the program to help buy more uniforms, mats,

and equipment. If it’s within your means, a $20
monthly donation helps support the program, but
if not, classes are completely free. Classes are
open to anyone 14 and older. If you’d like to try a
class, please arrive about 15 minutes early to sign
waivers and get fitted for a uniform. Information
can be found at: https://www.northbroadwaychurch.
ca/nbmfa, https://www.facebook.com/
northbroadwaymfa, https://www.instagram.com/
northbroadwaymfa/ Inquires can be made at:
nbmfa@northbroadwaychurch.ca

EVERY OTHER FRIDAY | 1 - 4 PM

SPRING INTO THE INGERSOLL
COUNTRY MUSIC JAMBOREE

Masonic Hall, 190 Thames St. S., Ingersoll
Join us, walk ins welcome. Qualifications - love 50-
70's country music. Perform, listen, dance & enjoy!
May 1, 15 & 29, June 5 & 19.

FRIDAYS | 1 PM

INTERESTED IN BRIDGE?

JOIN US AT THE TILLSONBURG
DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB

Tillsonburg Senior Centre - 45 Hardy Ave,
Tillsonburg

Don’t have a partner? Come anyway and we will
match you up with someone. For more information,
visit their Facebook page: TburgBridge.

SATURDAYS, JUNE 6 - SEPT. 19 | 10 AM - 4 PM
PLATTSVILLE & DISTRICT HERITAGE
SOCIETY

2026 EXHIBIT - HOLIDAYS &
CELEBRATIONS THAT BRING US
TOGETHER

Archive & Museum at Chesterfield, 816661
Oxford Rd 22, Bright (June 20 - visit us at
Plattsville 175)

Donations accepted. Refreshments. For private
viewing email plattsvilledistrictheritage@gmail.com
or call 519.535.1417.
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COMING

EVENTS

15T AND 37° TUES. OF MONTH

TILLSONBURG LIONS

The Tillsonburg Lions meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. You are
invited to their dinner meetings in the Lion's Den at the Community
Centre. If you are interested in giving back to your Community
contact Jim at 519 409 0876 for more information.....all are
welcome.

15T WED. OF MONTH | 7 PM

WAGNER MEMORIAL TEETERVILLE LEGION
BRANCH 526 - MEMBERS GENERAL MEETING

The Wagner Memorial Teeterville Legion Branch 526 - 3890
Teeterville Road, Teeterville, ON

Not a member? Contact us to join. For More Information Call, the
Legion 519-443-5588. www.teetervillelegionbranch526.ca

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP AT
ONE OF OUR EVENTS? WE WELCOME YOU!

The Wagner Memorial, Teeterville Legion Branch 526 -
3890 Teeterville Road, Teeterville, ON

You do not need to be a member to Volunteer, Just contact the legion
and leave your name and number and purpose of your call. Someone
will get back to you as to where you might be needed. Students and
Adults welcome. Open hours. Wed.-Fri. 3 pm-10 pm, Sat.1 pm-
10 pm, Sun.1 pm-6 pm. For More Information call, the Legion at
519-443-5588 or teetervillelegionbranch526.ca

VON OXFORD SUPPORTIVE CARE PROGRAMS
Navigating any form of grief can feel overwhelming; however, with
the right support, guidance, and education, individuals can discover a
pathway to help in the healing of grief.

VON Oxford Supportive Care Programs offer assistance for grief
stemming from various circumstances, such as the death of someone,
caregiving, serious illness diagnoses, and life transitions. Through
education, connection, and compassion, our programs create a safe
space for individuals to explore their emotions and learn effective
coping mechanisms during the grieving process.

Contact us today to learn more about VON Oxford Supportive
Care Programs:

Email: oxford.griefsupport@von.ca

Phone: 1-888-866-7518

All Programs are Free-of-charge.

CLASSIFIEDS

TREES

For Sale: Shade Trees; Maples, Oaks, Birch, Beech, Honey
Locusts, Elms, Magnolia, Hydrangea Tree, Tulip Tree, Crab
apples, Ivory Silk Lilac, Chanticleer Pear, Golden Weeping
Willows and more. Apples, Pears, Peaches, Plums, Apricots,
Nectarine, Blueberry, Haskap etc. Lots of healthy strong
Spruce, Cedars and White Pine for your privacy hedges and
windbreaks. Hundred of flowering shrubs.

Reg Hours 7am- 6pm Mon-Sat at Martins Nursery ¢/o Emanuel
Martin. 42661 Orangehill Rd., Wroxeter, ON

Prefer to read
online?

tillsonburgpost.com

PUT YOUR
MONEY
WHERE YOUR
HOUSE IS«

Keep your dollars in Canada

to strengthen communities and
support local businesses, including
your local newspaper.
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News Media Canada
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Don’t Miss Out!!!

Fundraiser in the park for TDMH Foundation

Presented by 3E Power Corporation Ltd.

— ——
; Food trucks * Vendor Village (Craft Sale)
= Children’s Shows and Activities
i Local Musicians ¢ Beer Tent

50/50 draw managed by TDMH Volunteer Association
i
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AE DISTRIBUTION NG,

_A-—q.*‘_q___%l ol .’:_' _r.-.

ADRIAN JOHANNES
VAN LEEUWEN

(APR. 19, 1940 - MAY 31, 2026)

It is with heavy hearts, that
we the family of Adrian
Johannes Van Leeuwen, wish
to announce his peaceful
passing after a brief struggle
with illness, at Tillsonburg
District Memorial Hospital,
on Sunday, May 31st, 2026,
at the age of 86. Adrian,
also known as “Aad” to his
family and friends, will be
remembered as a loving
husband, father, grandfather,
great-grandfather, brother,
uncle and friend. Aad was
born in Nootdorp, the Netherlands, son of the late Aad Van
Leeuwen and the late former Annie Van Santen. Lovingly
remembered by his much-loved wife of 62 years Elisabeth
Johanna Maria (Kester) Van Leeuwen, of Tillsonburg.
Always a caring father and father-in-law to: Annette Murray
(John), of Tillsonburg and Annette’s children Vincent,
Rochelle Paton (Kyle) (their kids Lee and Elizabeth),
Brigitte Burnell-Higgs (Russell) (their kids Adelaide and
Leon), John’s children: Chad Mutray (Brittany) (their kids
Gage, Kash, Jax, Kaia and Grady), Nick Murray (Jessica)
(their kids Roque and Natalie); David Murray (Helen)(their
son Andrew), Dylan Murray; Aad Van Leeuwen (Amanda),
of Tillsonburg and his children Brittany Dewaele (Heath),
Claudia Van Leeuwen (Ryan), and Aad and Amanda’s
daughter Maya; Patricia Van Leeuwen (Paul Winter), of
Tillsonburg and her son Kristian Walker, Paul’s daughter:
Haillee Winter. Adrian is also sutvived/predeceased by
11 siblings: Agnes, Cor, Jopie, Ton, Jan, Kees, Wil, Annie,
Ineke, Ria and Toos as well as many nieces, nephews and
extended family in Holland.

He will be fondly remembered and greatly missed by
longtime friends Paul and Marlene VanWynsberghe.

Aad will be remembered as the original proprietor of Poultry
Specialties, Tillsonburg; a business that Aad and Elisabeth
formed in 1964 (under a different name) in Holland. After
emigrating to Canada in 1983, they established Poultry
Specialties Tillsonburgin 1984. Aad was a dedicated member
and usher of St. Mary’s R.C. Church, Tillsonburg. Aad was
also a member of the Knights of Columbus, Council 3212.

Aad was an avid reader and lifelong history buff. He and his
beloved wife shared a love of travel and explored many new
places togethet. Above all, he cherished time with his family,
especially his grand and great grandchildren, who brought
him immense pride and joy.

A passionate supporter of soccet, Aad made a lasting impact
in Tillsonburg by sponsoting women’s, men’s, youth and
indoor soccer programs. We will miss you during FIFA 2026,
dad!

He will be remembered for his sense of humor, generosity,
optimism, and the kindness and encouragement that
touched many lives.

Friends, neighbours, and relatives are invited to attend
public visitations on Thursday, June 4th, 2026, between 2:00
to 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., in the Maurice J. Verhoeve
Funeral Homes Chapel, 262 Broadway, Tillsonburg. A
Funeral Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Friday,
June 5th, at 11:00 a.m., by Rev. Fr. Seejo John. Interment will
take place at a later date. All funeral attendees are invited
to attend a CWL-prepared luncheon, immediately following
the Funeral Mass, in the St. Mary’s Church Basement
Hall. Everyone who knew Aad is invited to share favourite
memoties and photos, to express personal condolences, or
in lieu of flowers, conttibute memorial donations to “St.
Mary’s R.C. Church - Building Fund” ot to the “Tillsonbutg
District Memorial Hospital Foundation” via Adrian’s
online tribute page at www.verhoevefuneralhomes.com
or by contacting the Maurice J. Verhoeve Funeral Homes,
Tillsonburg (519)842-4238, which has been entrusted with all
funeral arrangements, with confidence.

“Our family would like to express our sincere thanks to the
wonderful Doctors, Nurses, PSW’s and Staff at Tillsonburg
District Memorial Hospital, for the care and compassion
shown to Aad and to our family.”
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Family

Pet Centre

107 E Concession St. E.,
Tillsonburg, ON

1 =

By
i

It"s about the safety and
longevity of your vehicle,

Protect Your investment.
Choose Rust Check

Call today for an appointment.
Tel: 519-688-7878

| hold things together without any glue or string.

I canostretch, and I'm often found in offices. What N4G 4W4
am |?

A rubber band. 519-688-2672
| start as a tree but end as something you write

on. What am I? . HOURS:

Paper. Sun: 11 a.m. -5 p.m.

::yﬁwkg?vvxgr;ﬁl;‘?but never remember what you poe A Mon - Fri: 9 a.m. - 8 pm
A mirror. BUSTER Sat: 9a.m.-6 p.m.
I'm black when you buy me, red when you use me, \ /
and grey when you throw me away. What am 1?
Charcoal. Nominate your pet to be Pet of the Week by emailing info@tillsonburgpost.com
| ha;/';e four legs, but | never walk anywhere. What
am |?
A table. “7
jl;l;e more you have of it, the less you see. What is ORD S EARC H
it?
Jarness MAY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
| know a word of letters three. Add two, and fewer
there will be! MPKMKVRGDC ] XQLNDMWVT
I'm all about, but cannot be seen, | have no throat COZQHONCXEBLDBYNBREO
but can be heard. ’ A TN  MKXTUSDODMECQQNGR
Wind. REHTETEGFPOBEVYVY ] LI XAO
OCEARSFFUI TMEXGALESN
LHKSNESROQORWEMMQUQBGT
SUDOKU INUQHTACZIVYLUBDLOOO
S —————————————— NIl UNNLALXTUDZGLEVFULLT
ACDAUI KVVAHNBLOLZADE
HARKENYT I I FLGYUEMOTEM
ULVZELLQKRCRSEI MEUNP
RRGFMNEKRLUTMWS I KTKO
REXKALBAMICSOCEIEGBNW
I C J USPUBVNKHRI AUTRIIN
CEHGKDSHHEVDEMRXQEGRB
ASX 1T QOKCDCSSORNBEFAHA
NSKNPI HBQOQDTOBAOI PKTSG
EIl ] KZBQPNOCXPSUUAWST
SOVHCYWQYNAOQOERHULHM
ONAKFKPAWEWXDWCQVY S L
UAE LEAVES OPEC MONTREAL VICTOIRE PWHL CAROLINA HURRICANES
HANTAVIRUS EBOLA OUTBREAK KYLE BUSCH
. SPIRIT AIRLINES DONE TECHNICAL RECESSION TORONTO TEMPO WNBA
Solutions on Page 35 : ) LOUISE ARBOUR VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS CLAUDE LEMIEUX
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

e] o {e] g
AUTO REPAIR
], (o

Tire Services | Oil Changes

Maintenance & Repairs

519 842-7058 - GEORGESAUTO.CA
10 Bridge St W., Tillsonburg
OPEN MONTO FRI: 8 AM - 5 PM

Need to catch up and file several

years of income tax returns?

+ Agriculture

+ Construction

+ Manufacturing
+ Transportation
+ Professionals

David Simmonds

MBA CPA CGA
Call me at

519-842-4279

CONGST m ~TTON
Interior Renovations

Exterior Upgrades
Residential and Commercial

ottercreekconstruction.com
519-983-2008 | dvan.occ @gmail.com

7 McGuire Cres, Tillsonburg

Sales, Service & Installation for all
your heating and cooling needs!
Bill Szucsko & J.P Riches:
(519) 860-1766

admin@tillsonmechanical.ca

Replacement
Window Specialists
HOME e INDUSTRY
GLASS & MIRROR  GLASS AND PLASTICS
370-B Simcoe St., Tillsonburg, ON
Tel: 519-842-4970 | Fax: 519-842-3385
royalglasstillsonburg@gmail.com

GLASS & MIRROR

PAINTING

HARM'S

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTO REPAIR AND PARTS

406 ON-19, Tillsonburg, ON
519-409-1555
harmsautorepair@gmail.com

MORTGAGE SPECIALIST

Earn 8% to 3% interest investing in

private mortgages secured by real estate.

Dawd Smmonds 1BA CPA COA

Mortgage Agent Level 2 — Brokerage Lice

519-403-5020

david@davidsimmonds.ca

Professional Air

_Duct Cleaning
Call Steven Beausoleil

519-688-2557

HAU LIT

Sy e e

~ NOW BOOKING
2026 SPRING LAWN CARE

SWEEKLY OR BI"WEEKLY MOWING
s TRIMMING, EDGING & MULCHING
s AERATING & OVERSEEDING
* SPRING CLEAN-UPS
519-550-6350
haulitforward@outlook.com

I_;'S.' J'ulfmf el Drelhi, Ontaric
4B BT (5 ILIIIHL-IA'H.I
MFH.CARE

Tillsonburg Post is available for free in

print and online:
www.tillsonburgpost.com

Chris Imhoff
Owner

(948) 788-1189 ® &

ContemporaryPaintingandDesign.com
Chris@ContemporaryPaintingandDesign.com

LONTEMPORHRY

PHINTING AND DESIGN

‘{\ .
Wolfe's 33, Roofing
* We’ll Better Any Price!
* Don’t Pay Until Job Is Completed To Your Satisfaction

e Over 2,500 Completed Homes

519-842-7215

jeff.wolfe80@hotmail.com L
www.wolfes-roofing.ca °

* No Down Payments

Support
businesses
that keep
your
community
and its
newspaper
thriving

Tillls ombyurgy 200

| _ROOFING | VINYL WINDOWS

Cowsttard

VINYL WINDOWS Lo,

NORTH STAR WINDOWS
VDK WINDOWS & DOORS
FREMIUM VINYL DECKING

MODERN WINDOW COVERING

S5IDING & ALUMINUM PRODUCTS

5" EAVESTROUGH

OUIZ

ANSWERS SUDOKU
1. Caribou
2. Stefani
3.The Pieta Z18lol31211161512
4. Pine nut 5[42]6]7[8]o[3]1
5. Four 6|3[1]4|9]5]7]8]2
6. Florence, Italy 8l1[6]5]|3]|7)2[4]9
7. Eminem (Rap God) 9]2|5])8[1]4]3|7|6
8. Seven 3|7]a]ol6l2]8|1]5
I
10. Zero 4lo[3]1]86]5]2]7
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QUARTER
POUND
BEEF BURGERS

e QUANTITIES
SAVE 53% = SAVE 23% LAST

MARCANGELO CARDINAL
ITALIAN GRILL
SAUSAGES READY BEEF
OR MEATBALLS BURGERS

ACTIVIA

G TEAT

o = ' POST ' .
SAVE 34% kLI 1 E up 10 28°%

ARMSTRONG KELLOGG'S
RED BARON SHREDDED SNACKS

CLASSIC CHEESE OR ACTIVIA ASSORTED
CRUST PIZZA CHEESE BAR VARIETIES

SCHNEIDERS
QUANTITIES DIPS,

LAST SCHNITZEL
— CHILLED PC WORLD OF OR PRIME
WHOLE WHOLE FLAVOURS CHICKEN
PORK PICNIC CHICKEN PORK ROAST MEATBALLS

FLYER PRICES EFFECTIVE THURSDAY, JUNE 4™ TO WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10™, 2026
SCAN THE QR CODE TO SUBSCRIBE TO OUR ONLINE FLYER!

CORREY & RITA’S 671 BROADWAY ST,
@ NOFRILLS ™i:scwasne.on
(519) 688-0709
OPEN DAILY FROM 7AM TO 9PM




