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A decision earlier this year by Mayor Al 
Strathdee not to use his provincially legis-
lated Strong Mayor Powers to table his of-
ficial draft 2026 budget for the Town of St. 
Marys until after staff proposed a draft bud-
get and council had the chance to review it 
and make changes led to the most-efficient 
first budget meeting the town has seen for 
some time.

Council held its first 2026 budget meet-

ing Oct. 21 and, after just under five hours, 
staff had presented all 79 proposed capi-
tal projects for next year, a review of the 
holdover projects from this year and a line-
by-line examination of each department’s 
operational budget. By the end of the meet-
ing, town CAO Brent Kittmer described the 
process that, prior to this year, often un-
folded over several meetings across two to 
three months.

“Congratulations, council. That’s the 
quickest in my 10 years that council’s ever 

During St. Marys council’s first 2026 budget 
meeting on Oct. 21, councillors approved the 
first phase of a plan that will see further beau-
tification of the town’s downtown streetscape 
beginning next year.

Speaking to council amid capital project 
presentations, tourism and economic devel-
opment manager Kelly Deeks-Johnson and 
public works director Jed Kelly described the 
proposed downtown beautification plan, a 
multi-year strategy to enhance the streetscape 
and public spaces in the downtown core and 
aimed at supporting a vibrant commercial en-
vironment and improving accessibility, walk-
ability and visual appeal. 

“This is a very comprehensive report giv-
ing some history of the works that have been 
done for our downtown, basically since 2016 
… and then also gives an indication of what 
we project we’ll need to do over the next 10 
years in regards to service improvements and 
infrastructure upgrades that we want to invest 
in, such as new planters, some new lighting, 
some new seating, while trying to balance the 
operational costs and service levels that we are 
currently doing.

“The recommended approach going forward 
is a phased implementation of our beautifica-
tion projects, particularly in the downtown, 
with the f lexibility to adjust based on budget 
and any grant funding coming in and overall 
community and BIA input.”
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Council and staff review 2026 draft capital 
and operating budgets in record time

St. Marys council 
approves downtown 
beautification plan 
during 2026 budget 
deliberations

SCARETACULAR IN STONETOWN
Angela Reid (left, as Luigi) with Jeff Hiscock, Scottie Hiscock, Leni Hiscock, Taegan Hiscock and 
Navy Hiscock during Scaretacular St. Marys. Turn to page 2 for a story and more photos.

(EMILY STEWART PHOTO)

CONTINUED TO PAGE 8 CONTINUED TO PAGE 8

Proposed levy increase sits at just over four per cent after first budget meeting
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The streets of downtown St. Marys 
were flooded with trick-or-treaters 
dressed in their costume, just six days 
before Halloween.

Scaretacular St. Marys took over the 
town’s core on Oct. 25, with participat-
ing local businesses handing out treats 
to eager trick-or-treaters. The Howl-

O-Ween Pet Parade and Costume Con-
test, sponsored by the local Pet Valu 
and Kristine Tanner: Real Estate Bro-
ker, followed the trick-or-treating. The 
St. Marys Museum also held cemetery 
walking tours. 

“It’s going excellent,” said Megan Fee-
ney, chair of the Downtown St. Marys 
BIA ahead of the Pet Parade. “I was so 
encouraged to hear people from neigh-
bouring communities like Woodstock 

and London have actually come to St. 
Marys to take part in this event. It just 
keeps getting bigger and bigger.”

During the event, participating busi-
nesses told Feeney they ran out of treats 
and had to rush out to stock up on more 
candy. 

“I’m really glad that a lot of them are 
getting exposed because we have so 
many great businesses here and so much 
to offer,” she said.

In addition to tourism, the St. Marys 
Scaretacular was a way to give back to 
the community.

“We have so much support for all the 
retailers that it’s nice for them to say 
thank you as well,” Feeney said. “There 
is a lot of tourism, a lot of charm and a 
lot of things that we often overlook even 
when we’re residents, so it’s nice to re-
ally put a focus on what we have to offer 
right here at home as well.”

Scaretacular St. Marys filled with lots of trick-or-
treaters, including out-of-towners 

The Hemstock Family enjoying early Halloween “shell-labrations” as the Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 

(EMILY STEWART PHOTO)

Louie as Mickey Mouse. (EMILY STEWART PHOTO)

Carmen and Marisa Cubberley’s costumes were inspired by the classic children’s book, The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar, by Eric Carle. 

(EMILY STEWART PHOTO)

EMILY STEWART

Independent Reporter
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November 8, 15 & 22
Limited Spots! Book now by calling 226-779-5777

or go to stmarysgm.com/service-scheduler

SATURDAY SERVICE AVAILABLESATURDAY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Book your fall and winter service now
by calling 226-779-5777 or go to

stmarysgm.com/service-scheduler
449 Queen St. W

519-284-3310
stmarysgm.com

$20
TIRE
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When you book before Oct. 31

Beat the rush!
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HEALTH CHECK

$59.95
(reg. $79.95) Until Nov 30

$10 OFF
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WIPER BLADES
When purchased before Oct. 31

$120 OFF
INSTANT WINTER

TIRE REBATE
WITH PURCHASE OF 4

Expires Dec. 31, 2025

FREE
WHEEL

ALIGNMENT
INSPECTION

15% OFF
GM

ACCESSORIES

Expires Nov. 30. 2025

UP TO

+HST
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 Quote of the Week

“In discussion with The King, and my immediate and wider family, we have 
concluded the continued accusations about me distract from the work of 
His Majesty and the Royal Family. I have decided, as I always have, to put 
my duty to my family and country first. I will therefore no longer use my 
title or the honours which have been conferred upon me.”

- Prince Andrew on giving up his royal titles after more accusations of 
his connection to Jeffrey Epstein in a memoir Nobody’s Girl recently 
released by Virginia Giuffre, a victim of sexual abuse and trafficking. 
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A boat doesn’t go 
forward if each one 
is rowing their own 

way.

Tough times don’t 
last but tough 

teams do.

It isn’t the hours 
you put in but what 

you put in the 
hours.

Small steps in the 
right direction can 
turn out to be the 

biggest steps.
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St. Marys 
Independent

Thoughts of the Week

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to be considered. Bravos and Boos are submitted by community 
members and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

Bravo Boo
We have 6 Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to the Little Falls teachers, volunteers and students. They 
attended the Stratford Festival to see Annie. The teachers were 
very organized and the children were the best behaved of all the 
students attending from other cities. As a St. Marys volunteer at 
the theatre, you did us proud.

2) Bravo to Joel at the PRC. He is a friendly, polite person who 
works diligently to keep the PRC building clean, tidy and organized. 
Thank you Joel.

3) Bravo to nurse Kathy, who was working in triage this past Sunday. 
Thank you for being so kind, personable, and knowledgeable. You 
are definitely an asset to our local hospital.

4) Bravo to the families, and to the town for acknowledging and 
providing important recognition for the men and woman who 
have served our country with the display of the beautiful veteran 
banners on the lamp standards throughout the town. These are 
true heroes who have defended what is right and just to preserve 
freedom for all.

5) Bravo to the town businesses for the beautiful fall displays 
outside of their respective stores, the fall themes on their window 
fronts and the decorated lamp standards. It is lovely to see this 
beautification effort for our  wonderful town.

6) Bravo to two great organizations in our community – the ANAF 
and Legion. Both are actively trying to recruit members and guests 
with new initiatives like bingo, sausage lunches, and still support 
the old favorites like meat draw evenings, dart and pool leagues, 
and live music. Please support one or both, everyone is welcome.

We have 2 Boos this week.

1) Boo to the high school 
students who run directly into 
oncoming traffic to cross James 
Street, and don’t bother to press 
the crosswalk button for the 
flashing light signal.   Another 
vehicle and I both slammed on 
our brakes to avoid hitting each 
of you .   Pressing the button is 
not that difficult!  Please use it.

2) Boo to the Boo section in 
the Independant newspaper. I 
was always taught as a child, If 
you have nothing nice to say, 
don’t say anything at all! There 
is already so much negativity 
in the media today why do we 
need another platform for that. 
Keep it to yourself! Be kind!

EDITORIAL
 

I love when the excitement of a Ca-
nadian Team brings people together.

This has been what is happening 
with Blue Jays making it to the world 
series. Everywhere you look, there are 
jerseys, hats and t-shirts all in support.

One of the comments I heard most 
after the last series was, “Good to see 
a Toronto team not lose a Game 7.” As 
a Leafs fan, I can relate. However, I 
can’t argue and, to be honest, it was a 
good feeling. I don’t think you actual-
ly need to be a huge sports fan to get 
caught up in the frenzy. It is fun and 
exciting.

The part that bothers me is the in-
crease in the price of tickets. I get it. 
It’s a business, but I don’t like the fact 
that many people who are big fans and 
supported the team at their games all 
season cannot attend a game now un-
less they want to sell their firstborn.

I was at the game in September 
when they clinched the AL East title. 
When we purchased the tickets, we 

had no idea what that game was go-
ing to mean. The vibe was thunder-
ous and, I’m not going to lie, I had to 
jump while high-fiving those around 
me when Alejandro Kirk hit his grand 
slam.

As I write this, I can’t predict the fu-
ture and know what the series will be 
at when the paper is released, but I do 
know this current Blue Jays team has 
already brought lots of excitement to 
Canadians. They seem to work well to-
gether and have some fun, which is the 
recipe to great things like getting them 
to where they are now.

Though many of the Blue Jay players 
were just young or not born during To-
ronto’s last World Series, I, like many, 
remember where I was when Joe Car-
ter got to run those bases. Wouldn’t 
it be fantastic to witness Springer or 
Vladdy, or any of them really, get to 
experience that history again?

No matter who wins, the sport has 
brought families, friends and fans all 
together to cheer for a great team.

Once baseball is over, there is always 
the Leafs.

Go Blue Jays!

Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to 
others? Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Go Jays! When the clock strikes 

midnight on Halloween, 

it will be Christmas 

everywhere!

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter

BE IN THE KNOW!
Get the Latest Edition 
Delivered Straight to 

Your Inbox!
granthaven.com/st-marys-independent

St. Marys Independent
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REALLYGREATSITE.COM

WINTER PARKING PERMITS

SPORTS WALL OF FAME

townofstmarys.com/parking

STONETOWN 
CRIER
STONETOWN 
CRIER The latest municipal news

from the Town of St. Marys

Contact us
519-284-2340 
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca

SHOWER PROGRAM

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private, secure

and accessible for individuals of all
abilities.

Pyramid Recreation Centre 

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

2025 Induction Ceremony | Nov 1 | 2 PM
Join us as we showcase and celebrate the three
selected 2025 inductees and their outstanding
sports achievements in the community at the
Pyramid Recreation Centre. 
2025 inductees include Mike Craig, Rick Fifield
and the St. Marys Junior B Lincolns (1962-1963)

ST. MARYS CRAFT SHOW
November 15 | 9 AM - 3PM

Questions? 519-284-2340 ext. 621 

The Friendship Centre’s annual Craft Show is back
at the PRC!  Shop from over 60 talented vendors

featuring nearly 100 tables of handcrafted
treasures — from home décor and jewelry to

festive gifts and treats. It’s the perfect place to
start your holiday shopping while supporting local

makers!

townofstmarys.com/sportswall

COMMUNITY GRANT APPLICATION
We can help your community project grow! 

The Community Grant Program applications
are now live. This program provides funding
for programs, projects, activities and events

that enrich the community and advance
Council’s strategic goals.

Apply by November 30: townofstmarys.com/grants

Current permit holders: Don’t forget to renew
your parking permit by Oct 31, 2025! 
Downtown residents without overnight
parking can apply for a permit—$78.84 + HST,
valid until Oct 31, 2026. Permits include a
designated stall in a municipal lot.
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566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, contact us at 519-284-0041 or 

info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our “young” senior of the week is Scott Graham.
Scott was born in Chatham and moved this way at just 

one year old. He grew up on a farm on the outskirts of St. 
Marys where they had chickens and Red Angus. He was at 
St. Lawrence University when he met the love of his life, 
Laurie, they have been married for 49 years. They have 
three children and four grandchildren. Scott still loves 

playing hockey. He coaches some, likes to golf and play 
pickleball. Throughout the years Scott has been involved 
in many groups in St. Marys like the Lincolns Alumni and 

the health-care foundation board.

1. Which monster is said 
to transform during a full 
moon?

2. What is a group of 
witches called?

3. What year did It’s the 
Great Pumpkin, Charlie 
Brown first air?

4. Which famous Halloween movie features the line “Do 
you like scary movies?”

5. Vincent Price provides the spooky monologue in 
which popular Halloween song?

6. What creature is known for being tall, thin, with a 
featureless white face, long arms, a black suit and is said 
to teleport?

7. What do zombies eat?

8. What does the Grim Reaper usually carry with him?

9. Camp Crystal Lake features in which horror movie?

10. “Who you gonna call?”

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

By Jake Grant

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6  
Phone: 519.284.4142   |  Fax: 519.284.3592 

www.samshomehardware.com 

The Alzheimer Society Huron Perth is inviting the 
community to gather online for its annual Fall Dementia 
Education Night on Wed. Nov. 12 at 7 p.m. 

The free virtual event, hosted on Zoom, will feature 
returning guest speaker Dr. Sharon Cohen, director of 
the Toronto Memory Program, presenting “What’s New 
in Alzheimer’s Diagnosis and Treatment.”

“This year’s theme, we’re focusing on diagnosis partly 
because the speaker that we have, Dr. Sharon Cohen, is 
from the Toronto Memory Program – one of the leading 
research groups looking into advancements in diagno-
sis,” said Jeanette Sears, the Alzheimer Society’s public 
education coordinator. “Right now is a really exciting 
time in the area of diagnosis for Alzheimer’s disease and 
dementias – all types of dementia. Everybody would ab-
solutely love to find a cure. We will get there. In the 
meantime, we are hoping that improved diagnosis can 
lead to better treatment and improved research towards 
a cure.”

Sears said diagnosis has traditionally relied on what 
doctors observe or what care partners describe, but new 
approaches could change that. 

“What they’re hoping is that we’ll be able to use more 
solid biomarkers in the future,” she said. “That will like-
ly include blood tests, iris scans, or cheek swabs.”

Christy Bannerman, another public education coordi-
nator with the society, noted the Toronto Memory Pro-
gram was approved this January to begin using blood 
testing for diagnosis. 

“That was a really significant thing,” she said. “A 
blood test is so much more simple. It can be done any-
where, and that makes testing so much more accessible.”

For rural communities, this progress is especially im-
portant. 

“If that testing is based on blood testing or cheek swab-
bing, that’s really exciting for us,” Bannerman added. “It 
might eliminate the very long waitlist to see a specialist 
and the intimidating drive to a larger centre. If we can 
do that in our local clinics, that’s a real step forward.”

Sears believes early diagnosis could also lead to better 
outcomes. 

“If they can diagnose earlier in the disease process, 
that might affect treatment as well,” she said. “If people 
are diagnosed earlier and get some of those newer med-
ications earlier, it might change the progression of the 
disease.”

Both coordinators said past Dementia Nights have left 
people feeling encouraged. 

“We’re working towards the day where we’d love to 
see a world where there’s a cure to Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias,” Bannerman said. “Every time we hear from 
these prominent researchers, we learn a little bit more – 
it’s almost within reach.”

Registration for the Fall Dementia Education Night 
is free and open to everyone at www.bit.ly/Demen-
tia-Night2025. For more details on programs and up-
coming events, visit www.alzheimer.ca/huronperth.

Advances in diagnosis bring new hope: 
Alzheimer Society Huron Perth to host 
Fall Dementia Education Night
JULIA PAUL

Independent Reporter

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later appointment times 
three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
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Local author Jackie 
Cousins publishes a new 
children’s chapter book

Nosy & the Penguins in No Sense 
Ville is a new children’s chapter book 
recommended for kids aged six to 10 
and published by local author and wed-
ding officiant Jackie Cousins.

The book is about a magical dog 
named Nosy and his friends that must 
save their town from a blizzard and an 
invasion of penguins. The story focus-
es on friendship and believing in mag-
ic. The illustrator is the very talented 
Danielle Stephen, who is also from St. 
Marys.

Cousins has been writing for over 
three years. She started writing when 
she broke her right ankle and then again 
six months later when she broke her 
left. In total, she has written 11 books.

Two of the books she wrote are for 
adults, focused on wedding poems and 
celebration of life ceremonies. Cous-
ins was an elementary school teacher, 
which led to the rest of her books being 
aimed towards children, featuring sil-
ly poems and geared towards primary 
students.

Stephen has done the illustrations for 

all of Cousins’ chapter books.
“I write for fun and publish on my 

own,” Cousins said. “Any proceeds I 
make, I have donated to the local food 
bank, breast cancer foundation and 
Make A Wish Foundation.

She hopes to write one more in this 
series about the mysterious dog named 
Nosy. Her books are available on Am-
azon.

For more information on Cousins’ 
books, email jackiecousins56@gmail.
com or visit mjcousinsauthor.com.

The following is an excerpt from 
Nosy & the Penguins in No Sense Ville.

“When he opened the chicken coop 
door, he was not at all prepared for 
what he saw. Candace was right when 
she said, ‘No chickens.’ Where there 
should have been chickens, penguins 
were roosting!  Toby quickly shut the 
chicken coop door and staggered in 
shock back to the house. He was just 
about to enter when he saw one lone 
penguin in the yard. On one side of 
the penguin was a wild coyote ready 
to pounce on it. On the other side of 
the penguin was Nosy, the dog! Nosy 
growled menacingly and his eyes were 
staring down the coyote.”

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter

Jackie Cousins is a local author and wedding officiant who enjoys writing books that are 
mainly geared towards a younger audience. Here is a list of her books to date including her 
newest, Nosy & the Penguins in No Sense Ville.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Council reviews 2026 draft capital and operating budgets

St. Marys council approves downtown beautification plan

gone through the budget,” Kittmer said. 
“I think it’s a testament to the work of 
staff, the work of your treasurer and 
the very pragmatic way they put to-
gether the budget, and the continuous 
improvement mindset the organization 
has adopted. That’s why we’ve achieved 
$200,000 in our operations added to the 
net positive, even while adding more 
staff and internalizing things. You have 
a very good staff here who understands 
how to operate the municipality very 
efficiently.”

At the beginning of the meeting, the 
draft budget was presented with a pro-
posed levy increase of $827,584, up 5.27 
per cent to just over $16.5 million from 
the roughly $15.7-million 2025 budget. 
Factoring in an estimated $200,000 in 
growth to the tax base this year from 
new businesses and homes, the actual 
impact on taxpayers was presented as 
a 3.94 per-cent increase over what they 
paid this year.

According to the budget, that would 
equate to a $164 increase to the prop-
erty taxes paid for a median residential 
home plus an increase of $5 to the an-
nual cost of wheelie bin.

This year’s capital budget, which is 
funded through reserves, grants, dona-
tions and other sources, and does not 
have a direct impact on the levy, in-
cludes more than $8.3 million in new 
spending.

Following the departure of former 
treasurer André Morin earlier this year, 
finance manager and deputy treasurer 
Spencer Steckley took the lead in draft-
ing next year’s budget. Among the fac-

tors influencing the proposed tax-levy 
increase for next year, Steckley said the 
cost of staffing was the biggest with 
an additional $498,925 included in the 
draft budget. 

While cost-of-living increases, in-
creases to benefits and wages, and new 
hires account for most of that cost, the 
planned return to a pre-2020 organiza-
tional structure wherein the corporate 
services department is divided into a 
finance department and a tourism and 
economic development department, and 
the decision to create a formal parks 
department to avoid a $100,000 bill for 
turf services next year also drove the 
increase in staff costs. 

To help reduce the impact of those 
additional staffing costs related to the 
finance and tourism-and-economic-de-
velopment departments, $35,000 was 
transferred to the budget from the levy 
stabilization reserve. Though the cre-
ation of a parks department would see 
additional staffing costs, overall, the 
budget will see a reduction by more 
than $20,000 by internalizing turf ser-
vices.

The levy increase is also being driv-
en by increases in costs for services 
from external partners. An estimated 
$189,867 has been added to next year’s 
draft budget to cover services provid-
ed to the town by organizations like the 
Upper Thames Conservation Authority, 
Stratford Social Services, Perth County 
Paramedic Services, Spruce Lodge and 
Huron Perth Public Health – the latter 
of which is the only external organiza-
tion that has finalized its 2026 budget 
request at this point.   

“Unique in this budget is this is the 
first year where policing is the largest 
external transfer,” Kittmer said. “Polic-
ing alone is a more significant increase 
than all other external transfers that 
we have to provide. It has a $198,000 
impact on your operating budget and a 
new, $95,000-per-year-for-10-years cost 
on your capital budget. In effect, polic-
ing’s going up by almost $300,000 this 
year, which has not happened since the 
days of the OPP.”

“Costs are escalating at a greater rate 
with a year-over-year budget increase 
sitting at 14 per cent,” Steckley said 
of the proposed increase to the town’s 
share of the next year’s Stratford Police 
Service operational budget. “Just note 
this figure still needs to be finalized.”

Additionally, the town will be paying 
$144,665 in debt servicing related to 
the purchase of 90 Carling St. and the 
town has increased its proposed 2026 
transfer to capital reserves by $104,000 
– approximately $73,000 of which will 
go into a reserve for the future develop-
ment of the intergenerational communi-
ty hub at 14 Church St. N. 

Mitigating those cost increases some-
what, staff managed to recoup more 
than $214,000 in estimated tax-funded 
revenues and expenditures across many 
departments, and saved nearly $98,000 
by transferring administrative, IT, fi-
nance and human-resources costs to the 
town’s 100 per-cent rate-funded depart-
ments – water, wastewater and landfill.

While the proposed levy increase was 
3.94 per cent inclusive of growth at the 
onset of the meeting, council approved 
two new staffing requests during the 

first budget meeting – an engineering 
co-op student at a cost to the town of 
$10,000 and a part-time library cus-
todian at a cost next year of just over 
$22,000. These extra costs bring the 
proposed levy increase up to 4.15 per 
cent, Steckley told councillors during 
the meeting.

With no major changes to the draft 
budget, Kittmer explained for council 
the next steps in the budget process un-
der the new Strong Mayor Powers legis-
lation. First, staff will update the draft 
budget, present it to the mayor and then 
Strathdee will table the mayor’s budget 
– in this case, the updated version of the 
budget presented to council Oct. 21 – 
for council amendments and vetoes.

“We’d like to have the mayor formal-
ly table it with council on Nov. 11 so 
that those statutory deadlines can kick 
in. Next meeting, I’ll present a report 
for council to consider shortening the 
amendment period to the budget from 
30 down to 10 days so that when the 
mayor tables the budget on Nov. 11, 
you would have until Nov. 21 to make 
any formal amendments to the budget,” 
Kittmer told councillors. 

“The mayor, I think, has 10 days after 
that to veto those, and then 15 after that 
for council’s override (of any vetoes 
with a two-thirds majority vote).”

Since council had the opportunity to 
make changes to the draft budget on 
Oct. 21, Kittmer said there is every ex-
pectation there won’t be a need for the 
veto/override process and the budget 
can be approved and adopted on Dec. 
16.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

With a total of 18 projects planned 
from 2026 to 2034 – some of which 
will be implemented over several years 
– projects included in next year’s draft 
budget include:

- The purchase of four new down-
town garbage receptacles at a cost of 
$11,500 to replace the current recep-
tacles, which have been deemed con-
fusing because they appear to accept 
both garbage and recycling despite 
there being only one garbage bag in 
each receptacle. Additional receptacles, 
which would be a single container with 
a smaller opening marked for garbage, 
would be purchased in 2028 and 2029 
for a total of 12 downtown, according 
to the beautification plan.

- The purchase of six, self-watering 
tree planters at a cost of $7,000 so staff 
can test whether large trees in planters 
would work downtown. If successful, 
additional tree planters would be pur-
chased in 2031 and 2034.

- The replacement of existing down-
town planters with self-watering urns at 
a cost of $30,000 split evenly between 
the town and BIA. The urns are intend-
ed to save money on annual watering 
costs and additional urns would be pur-

chased in 2029, 2030, 2031 and 2033 for 
a total of 60.

- Replacing the former hanging bas-
kets with seasonal banners at an esti-
mated cost of $2,000 for the town plus 
$3,000 contributed by the BIA. Ban-
ners would be purchased again every 
two years to replace the originals after 
they wear out.

In addition to the above projects, 
Deeks-Johnson said staff are looking 
to enhance the f loral displays in the 
town’s planters by having them started 
in a greenhouse before being planted so 
they look more mature, and to partner 
with the BIA on seasonal displays and 
the purchase of new garbage recepta-
cles next year.

Projects in this plan scheduled for fu-
ture years include Millenium Park seat-
ing, seating at town hall and the library, 
the installation of a seating area with 
tables and a bike rack at the east side of 
Victoria Bridge, new garbage recepta-
cles at town hall, the cenotaph and the 
library, colour spotlights at town hall, 
and bench-style seating at the southeast 
side of Victoria Bridge that look out 
over the falls, among others.

“This has come out of some conversa-
tions with the BIA about some needs and 

things from a sustainability and beauti-
fication (standpoint),” Deeks-Johnson 
said. “We’ve been working with them 
for the past two years to kind of enhance 
that plan and make sure we’re working 
towards the same goals. So, we did em-
bark on a kind of brief, what I will call, 
a guide with GSP Architects to create 
a bit of vision for how many planters 
we could foreseeably have downtown, 
some kind of direction on public art, 
as well as some options for seating, re-
ceptacles, etc. that the BIA has worked 
with us on, and that’s included in this 
report.”

“Really, coming from the GSP report 
and all the conversations we’ve had with 
the BIA, they’re definitely receptive to 
sustainability,” added Kelly. “We did 
remove the hanging baskets that were 
costing us upwards of $26,000 (a year) 
with all the watering. They are receptive 
to those kinds of initiatives. At the last 
(BIA) meeting, they talked about the 
self-watering planters, so we’ll look to 
have those implemented in 2026. That 
would be a labour reduction; we don’t 
know by how much, but we assume, if 
it works, it would help us optimize the 
(annual watering) program. Everything 
you see (in this plan) works with trying 

to create that streetscape while being 
mindful of the service level it’s going 
to cost to do it.”

Speaking to the plan as council’s rep-
resentative on the St. Marys BIA board 
of directors, deputy mayor Brogan Ayl-
ward told councillors the 10-year plan 
would do a lot for beautification down-
town.

“I’ll say that a lot of the stuff here in 
your 10-year plan is very good,” he said. 
“I think it captures a lot of the hopes 
and dreams … of the (BIA’s) beauti-
fication committee and … especially 
when it comes to the tree planters, I 
think that’s brilliant. That’s something 
I’ve heard about from many a business 
owner downtown; they reminisce on 
the old days when we had trees (down-
town), so I commend staff for being 
flexible and looking to try something 
in that regard.”

In total, the plan includes roughly 
$250,000 in proposed projects over the 
next decade, with roughly $36,000 in 
project costs estimated for 2026.

“I think it’s good that we have a plan 
to work towards, and I think it’s cer-
tainly well thought out, so I’m certain-
ly in favour of it,” Mayor Al Strathdee 
said.
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WEDNESDAY
NOVEMBER 12

7:00 - 8:30 PM

FREE!
Save the

Date!

Join on ZOOM for a VIRTUAL evening with

Dr. Sharon Cohen, MD,FRCPC
Medical Director, Toronto Memory Program

2025 DEMENTIA EDUCATION NIGHT

Advancements in
diagnosing

Alzheimer’s disease
and other dementias

FREE REGISTRATION: bit.ly/Dementia-Night2025
For more information, contact
Alzheimer Society Huron Perth

info@alzhp.ca | 1-800-561-5012EVENT SPONSOR

The McEvoy family is collecting 
items for Samaritan’s Purse

When Kaylee McEvoy and kids Paislee and Jett 
were at church on Sunday, they noticed people 
leaving with shoebox-size boxes.

A curious six-year-old Paislee wanted to know 
what they were for and learned about an organi-
zation called Samaritan’s Purse. The McEvoy’s 
learned that the programs provide shoeboxes for 
people to fill with small, needed items and gifts 
that get sent to children all around the world at 
Christmas time.  The organization also arranges 
shipping of the boxes.

Once hearing this, both kids jumped in and told 
their mom they wanted to help. Kaylee McEvoy 
put it out on Facebook that they were looking for 
items and some generous people jumped onboard 
and dropped some off.

“I am so happy mommy! I want to make the less 
fortunate kids around the world happy on Christ-
mas, so they know they are loved too,” Paislee told 
her mom when she got home from school.

Jett also told his mom that he wants to make 
sure other little boys get to have fun and play with 
monster trucks on Christmas.

The family is collecting useful and fun items 
for children of all ages. Samaritan’s Purse sug-
gests including an exciting item like a small doll, 
stuffed animal, toy car, building blocks, LEGO, or 
a soccer ball with a pump. They also suggest per-
sonal-care items like toothbrushes, hairbrushes, 
bandages, or nail clippers/files.

Also of importance are school supplies like 
markers, pencils, crayons, rulers, pencil cases, 
calculators etc. Small clothing items that will fit 
in shoeboxes like socks, shirts, hats or gloves are 
also recommended. The only restrictions are no 
liquids, toothpaste and food items.

At first, each of the McEvoy kids were going to 
fill one box but they wanted to do more, bringing 
the family goal up to 10.

“My husband and I are trying to teach our kids 
how fortunate we are to live here in St. Marys 
and that not every child in the world has the same 
opportunities,” Kaylee McEvoy said. “If we can 
do our part by buying and collecting a few small 
items to bring joy to others this holiday season, 
especially to children, that’s something truly spe-
cial.”

The church needs the boxes returned by Nov. 
16, but the McEvoys are hoping for earlier, so they 
have time to organize the boxes. There is an option 
through the program to track the boxes online to 
see where they end up.

To donate items, reach out to the McEvoys at 
kaylee.morris91@yahoo.com. Boxes can also be 
dropped off to the Independent Newspaper Office 
at 36 Water St. S, Monday to Friday from 8:30-4 
p.m.

For more information, visit the Samaritian’s 
Purse website and donate through there as well.

“Thank you to anyone who helps or donates. Ev-
ery little bit of kindness makes a big difference. If 
we can be successful with this, we will make it an 
annual thing.” Kaylee McEvoy said. Paislee and Jett McEvoy show the Samaritan’s Purse boxes they are 

looking to fill to send to children across the world for Christmas.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter
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Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

DISCOVER YOUR DREAM
CRUISE VACATION!
JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL TRAVEL

PRESENTATION FEATURING TWO
LEADING CRUISE COMPANIES

SHOWCASING UNFORGETTABLE
DESTINATIONS AROUND THE WORLD!

NOVEMBER 24, 2025
3 p.m.

Wilmot Recreation Centre 
(Room A), 1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

7 p.m.
Pyramid Recreation Centre 

(End Zone), 317 James St S, St. Marys

To RSVP, email 
stew@stonetowntravel.com 

or call our office

St. Marys Branch (TICO #5002839) 
150 Queen St. E., St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4

519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com

New Hamburg Branch (TICO #5002840)
210 Mill St., New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9

226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

To St. Marys With Love free community dinner 
returns to PRC Dec. 7
The fourth-annual event is expected to feed roughly 400 people

An annual holiday tradition that serves 
to foster community connection over a 
free, roast-beef dinner is returning to 
the Pyramid Recreation Centre (PRC) 
on Dec. 7.

Inintially inspired by Simple Dreams 
Ministries’ To Stratford With Love com-
munity dinner, To St. Marys With Love 
has morphed into a uniquely Stonetown 
event, giving residents a chance to con-
nect with each other and with the many 
social and service clubs and organiza-
tions that make St. Marys what it is.

“It’s a little different in that just the 
feeling of it is a very different feeling,” 
said Rev. Gwen Ament, who co-orga-
nizes the event with former To Stratford 
With Love volunteer David Steward. 
“I’ve always felt that working collabo-
ratively is very important. … We sit at 
round tables and encourage lots of con-
versation across the table from one an-
other. We really look at it as a way for 
people to get to know somebody else 
in the community. I’ve had families in 
tough times and they’ve brought their 
entire family out. It just feels like you’re 
sitting around a nice table having a fam-
ily dinner. 

“All of our community groups – the 
Rotary, the Kinettes, the Kinsmen, the 
Lions, the Inner Wheel, the United Way, 
our volunteer firefighters – have all been 
involved as volunteers, and that’s very 
different than To Stratford With Love. 

They have a different model … but I 
just felt it was a way for our community 
minded groups to help build that sense 
of community.”

Largely supported by a Town of St. 
Marys community grant each year, 
which covers the cost of the PRC rental, 
as well as by the St. Marys Presbyteri-
an Church Legacy Fund, Quadro Com-
munications and donations made at the 
event itself, To St. Marys With Love 
provides a free roast-beef dinner with all 
the fixings to roughly 400 people each 
year.

Now in its fourth year, the meal is co-
ordinated and cooked by a team of vol-

unteers led by professional chef Nathan 
Brown, with some of the food served 
donated by local and other businesses. 
This year, the buns are being donated by 
Weston’s, the vegetables are being do-
nated by Stonetown Foodland, pop and 
water is being donated by Coca-Cola 
and Sunset Diner is providing horserad-
ish and butter.

Even local elementary students get 
involved with the meal. This year, stu-
dents from St. Marys’ three local ele-
mentary school will be colouring place-
mats on which dinner will be served. In 
past years, Ukrainian newcomers have 
also cooked plates of perogies to serve 

as part of the dinner to show their appre-
ciation for St. Marys and its residents.

Ament said the dinner is a perfect 
opportunity for those who may be new 
to town to meet new friends and neigh-
bours, and for those who already live 
here to find new ways to give back, pos-
sibly by joining, contributing to or vol-
unteering with one of the many commu-
nity groups in attendance.

“It reaffirms that there is goodness 
in the world, and I think we all need 
that right now,” Ament said. “I really 
would encourage people to come. May-
be there’s a new neighbour who doesn’t 
know everything about St. Marys and 
what’s available. … We have a lot to 
celebrate. I think we’re very, very fortu-
nate. We have a lot of services available 
(in St. Marys), but also a lot of people 
who help.

“ … It’s difficult these days for com-
munity groups to get people to sign on 
for things, but when you can actually see 
the work that they do, people will say, 
‘Hey, maybe a way I can contribute back 
to the community is I can join the Lions 
or I can join the Kinsmen or the Rotary.’ 
The dinner has an all-around, good, pos-
itive effect.”

Tickets are free but required and can 
be picked up at the library, the Friend-
ship Centre, the Monday community 
dinners and The Sunset Diner begin-
ning in the last week of October. Doors 
open at the PRC’s Entrance D on Dec. 
7 at 4:30 p.m. and dinner will begin at 
5:30 p.m.

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

Pictured at last year’s To St. Marys With Love dinner are Coun. Dave Lucas, Mayor Al Strath-
dee, organizer David Steward, Perth-Wellington MPP Mathew Rae, deputy mayor Brogan 
Alyward and John Nater, MP Perth-Wellington.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF GWEN AMENT)
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For more information contact 
519-284-2340, ext. 249

measton@town.stmarys.on.ca

Remembers
The Town of St. Marys

Join us in honouring our veterans by taking
part in Remembrance Week events

Legion Ceremony & Parade 
Sunday, November 9, 12:30 PM
The parade will march from the 
St. Marys Legion to the Town Hall cenotaph. 
A ceremony of remembrance will follow.

Veterans’ Decoration Day 
Saturday, November 8, 9 AM - 12 PM 
Families and friends of veterans interred at the
St. Marys Cemetery are invited to place flags at
veterans’ graves.

Remembrance Service 
Tuesday, November 11, 10:45 AM 
Mayor Strathdee will lead a ceremony at the
cenotaph. The ceremony will be live-
streamed on the Town's Facebook page. 
A Facebook account is not required to view.

St. Marys Museum Exhibit
Opening Tuesday, November 11
Visit the St. Marys Museum exhibit ‘Between
the Lines: Stories & Signals of World War I’,  
that will be open during regular hours until
November 2026.

It was so great to see the town getting swept up in 
Blue Jays fever.

Town employees John Hahn and Jed Kelly were the 
masterminds and worked with Forman Electric to get 
the Blue Jays sign put up on the town hall. Go Blue 
Jays!!

The home of the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame 
is standing behind the Jays as they play in the World 
Series for the first time in 32 years against the L.A. 
Dodgers

The blue jay sign is part of the seasonal display at 
Milt Dunnell field. The letter D that surrounds the 
Blue Jays mascot, Ace, is in memory of Doug Hicks, 
who passed away in 2003 while playing softball at Milt 
Dunnell. Hicks was a big Blue Jays fan.

According to Kelly, the initial idea to light up the 
sign for the series came from Hahn, who heads up the 
town’s outdoor parks operations.

“We tossed location ideas around then ultimately we 
decided to see if Forman Electric could make it work 
on the side of the town hall using the seasons-greeting 
mounts,” Kelly said.

It didn’t take much convincing to get Forman Electric 
on board. Forman added the animated “go!” and kept it 
a secret, making the sign look even more entertaining.

The town plans to keep the Blue Jays light going on 
the town hall until the series is finished and then staff 
will switch back to seasonal lighting.

Go Jays!

St. Marys catches Blue Jays fever

The sign looks great lit up at night as the town catches Blue 
Jays fever. 

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)
Forman Electric helps raise the Blue Jays sign on town hall 
last Wednesday.

(CINDY BOAKES PHOTO)

WENDY LAMOND

Independent Reporter

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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HOME • FARM 
AUTO • COMMERCIAL

519-283-6614
info@hendersonyost.com | www.hendersonyost.com

F U N E R A L
H O M E

Helping you design
affordable and personal
services including:

burial
cremation
donation to science
celebrations of life
open houses
religious services

DID YOU KNOW
You can begin pre-arranging

your funeral by scanning
this QR code or visiting

www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca
and clicking on “Resources”

then “pre-arrange online”
to complete a

basic information
form.

 47 Wellington St. S., St. Marys
519-284-2820 | www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

Andrew L.
Hodges

For the first time ever, United Way 
Perth-Huron will be participating in 
a tasty fundraiser that’s sure to please 
burger enthusiasts.

United Way Perth-Huron’s Ultimate 
Burger Battle kicks off Nov. 1 and will 
run for the full month. Participating lo-
cal restaurants will create a new burger 
for the event and $2 in proceeds from 
the sale of the burger creations will sup-
port local United Way programming.

Both Gilly’s locations in Stratford and 
St. Marys, Demetre’s Family Eatery, 
Bentley’s, 53 North Restaurant, Fos-
ter’s Inn, Romeo’s Corner Café and Best 
Western Plus the Arden Park Hotel will 
be participating.

Bentley’s will have their “gouda 
cause” burger made with Mountainoak 
gouda cheese, house-made bacon onion 
jam, truffle aioli and lettuce on a beef 
patty topped with a brioche bun. Gil-
ly’s cowboy burger comes with smoked 
cheddar, brisket, smoky barbecue sauce, 
onion tanglers, lettuce, tomato, house-
made sauce and pickles on a six-ounce 
beef patty.

Diners can scan a QR code in the 
restaurant to vote for their favourite 
burger. United Way Perth-Huron will 
then award the restaurants for people’s 
choice burger and the most burgers sold.

“It’s an invitation to make a new burg-
er and then getting in a good spirit of fun 
and flavour to win,” said Sonya Heyen, 
manager of resource development and 

communications with the United Way 
Perth-Huron.

The Ultimate Burger Battle began as 
an initiative by United Way Thunder 
Bay and has since expanded to other 
chapters such as Oxford, Middlesex-El-
gin and now Perth-Huron.

“We’re always in the business of fund-
raising and so if it worked for our neigh-
bours and it sounds fun, we’re into it,” 

Heyen said.
Heyen added the event is a chance for 

Stratford’s renowned hospitality scene 
to show their burger-making skills and 
creativity.

“Stratford is actually uniquely posi-
tioned with lots of world-class chefs and 
restaurants. Inviting them to have a little 
bit of competition, I think they’re itch-
ing for that,” she said.

Campaign chair and realtor John 
Wolfe was instrumental in getting the 
restaurants involved in the Ultimate 
Burger Battle.

The United Way Perth-Huron is still 
looking for more restaurants to be part 
of the Ultimate Burger Battle, and will 
be accepting requests to participate by 
email via sheyen@perthhuron.united-
way.ca until November.

United Way Perth-Huron joins Ultimate Burger Battle 
EMILY STEWART

Independent Reporter

Bentley’s entry for the Ultimate Burger Battle, fittingly, is called the “gouda 
cause” burger.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF SONYA HEYEN)

Gilly’s will be serving the Cowboy Burger for the Ultimate 
Burger Battle.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF SONYA HEYEN)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM



Thursday, October 30, 2025 13St. Marys Independent

Direct Lumber Building Center

STRATFORD Now Has More Lumber Choices!!!

Adhesives
Everything Adhesive.
From Silicon based to
Coatings, Primers and

Glue.
Starting from 

$5.99/ea

Concrete Mix
 Cement, Sand, Stone,

Concrete Mix and
Forms 

Starting from 
$6.99/ea

Lumber
 Building Materials 

Every type of lumber
your DIY or Contractor

needs.
Starting from 

$3.79/ea

Doors & Windows
Canadian Made Doors

and Windows
Every style for your

next project that you
need. 

Free - Bundle of Shims
with door purchase.

Plywood
Plywood and OSB 

All your needs for your
next building under on

roof!!
Delivery provided 

Call for pricing

Insulation
Rockwool to Owens

Corning 
We have all your
insulation needs.

Free Hat with every
purchase!!

Delivery provided 
Call for pricing

Drywall
At Direct Lumber 
we have all your
drywall products.

Our warehouse allows
for next day delivery. 

Call for pricing

Kitchen & Bath
We are proud to offer

our own Kitchen & Bath
Department. 

Come in today and
speak to our experts

about your next
design.

DIRECT LUMBER BUILDING CENTER

www.directlumber.ca Mon-Fri 8 - 5:30
Sat 8 - 5:30, 
Sun Closed

165 Downie Street,
Stratford 

NOW OPEN
Stratford's newest Lumber and building center. 

Order Online or drop by the store

Proudly Canadian & Locally Owned

Our Partners

Over $4 Million in building material available at our warehouse
PURCHASE ONLINE AND RECEIVE WITHIN 2 BUSINESS DAYS OR SAME DAY!!!
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Preserve of the Month
10%% off McCully’s Chutney

Local Ontario Apples

McCully’s Makes Meal Prep 
Fast & Simple  

Check out our selection of ready made meals. We offer a wide 
variety of meat pies, soups, baked beans, chili, shepherd’s pie, 

pulled pork, smoked beef brisket, schnitzel, marinated pork 
chops and beef stew. Don’t forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit 

pie or maple butter tarts.

McCully’s has fresh Ontario apples, including Ambrosia, Gala, 
Honey Crisp and McIntosh.

McCully’s Pork Products

Store Hours in November

McCully’s has a wide variety of Aarden Farms pork products, 
including smoked chops, bacon, hams, maple garlic breakfast 

sausage, various flavours of farmers sausage and more.

Closed Mondays. Open Tuesdays - Sundays:  10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5  |  www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 519.284.3621

info@sciencehillcountryclub.com
www.sciencehillcountryclub.com

Wednesday Night Wings!
$1 wings / eat in only

---------------------------------------
Thursday Night Sangria / Salad

---------------------------------------
STIR-FRIDAY starts at 4pm

The Amnesty International St.Marys London Strat-
ford Area Group invites you to a special screening of 
YINTAH, a compelling documentary that  takes us 
deep into the land the Wet’suwet’en call “Yin’tah” – a 
territory in northern B.C. they have governed under 
their own laws and customs for generations.

Amnesty International works to support human 
rights across many fronts – from racial justice and 
gender justice to Indigenous rights and environmental 
justice. The case of the Wet’suwet’en land defenders 
falls squarely at the intersection of these issues. 

In December 2023, Amnesty International pub-
lished a major report titled “Removed from our land 
for defending it: Criminalization, Intimidation and 
Harassment of Wet’suwet’en Land Defenders.” The 
report documents years of violence, harassment, sur-
veillance and criminalization of Wet’suwet’en land 
defenders. The Wet’suwet’en Nation has never surren-
dered rights to their territories and maintains that their 
Hereditary Chiefs, under their law (Anuc niwh’it’en), 
have the authority to govern access to their lands. 

Yet the 670-kilometre-long Coastal GasLink Pipe-
line Ltd. (CGL) pipeline, owned by multiple interests 
including TC Energy, cuts through Wet’suwet’en ter-
ritories and proceeds without their free, prior and in-
formed consent. Amnesty International’s report docu-
ments how large-scale RCMP raids (with helicopters, 
dogs and armed units) occurred on Wet’suwet’en ter-
ritory, resulting in arrests, intimidation and what de-
fenders described as attempts to push them off their 
land. 

As one Wet’suwet’en defender and woman land-de-
fender said:

“The reason we’re here, why we’re fighting so hard 

for our rights, our land, our water, our animals … the 
way we live our life is off the land, and they’re destroy-
ing it all.” 

The organization has highlighted that land defend-
ers were arbitrarily arrested, surveilled, intimidated, 
and sometimes subjected to disproportionate police 
raids involving the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP).  

Amnesty International has called on both the Cana-
dian federal government and the government of British 
Columbia to drop criminal contempt charges against 
Wet’suwet’en land defenders who are simply defending 
their territories. 

  The documentary, Yintah,  gives lived experience 
and human faces to these issues. It reminds us that the 
questions of development, energy and extraction are 
not abstract – they are rooted in the lives and territo-
ries of Indigenous peoples defending their home and 
future.

Why you should attend
- Witness a powerful story of land-defence, commu-

nity and Indigenous resilience.
- Understand how human rights, Indigenous sover-

eignty and climate justice converge in real time.
- Engage with a movement of solidarity: learn how 

organizations like Amnesty International Canada are 
working alongside defenders, and how you can show 
support.

- Reflect on your own role: attending the screening, 
discussing the film afterwards and possibly taking ac-
tion to amplify the voices of those on the front lines.

Screening details
Date and time: Thursday, Nov. 13. Doors open at 6 

p.m. for light refreshments. Screening starts at 6:30 
p.m.

Venue: Riverwalk Commons,  84 Water St. S, St. 
Marys

Admission: Free event. Donations appreciated.
Special segment: Following the film, we will hold 

a brief discussion and share how you can learn more 
about the issues and take action.

We hope you will join us for this important 
event.  Let’s come together, witness their story and 
commit to standing in solidarity with the Wet’suwet’en 
land defenders.

Screening of YINTAH: in solidarity with the 
Wet’suwet’en land defenders
ELENA DUMITRU

Amnesty International, St. Marys London Stratford

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Stratford-Perth Archives is inviting the public to 
attend an upcoming speaker session with author and 
historian Eric Edwards, who will discuss how to use 
service records to learn more about First World War 
veterans.

The presentation is set for Tuesday, Nov. 11, from 
2-4 p.m. at the Stratford-Perth Archives, 4273 Line 
34.

Those interested in learning more about their her-
itage and connecting with veteran ancestors are en-
couraged to attend. The session aims to make the 
archives approachable and accessible for anyone curi-
ous about local history.

Edwards wants to help people feel more comfort-
able searching through archival material and will 
share how he’s learned to navigate historical records 
to uncover connections to his own family and others.

His presentation will provide a grounding in how to 
read and gain valuable information from a First World 
War Canadian soldier’s service file. He will also pro-
vide worksheets to help attendees navigate files more 
effectively.

“It’s going to be more of a technical overview of 
how to navigate service files,” he said. “When you 
open up a service file, they can be anywhere from 15 
to 200 pages, and they’re not in any logical order, so 
this can be confusing.”

Edwards will also tell the story of how he used the 
service records of a Stratford man who once lived in 

the home where he now resides. Through his research, 
he learned that Dave McDonald lived in the house 
from 1922 until his death in 1968. McDonald, he not-
ed, was an “average man” who served in the war.

“He went about his business after serving in the 
war, got wounded twice, got in trouble — actually 
pretty significant trouble,” said Edwards. “He raised 
a family, had children and contributed to Canada’s so-
cial, political and economic fabric.”

Drawing on examples from the service record, the 
presentation will help attendees better understand the 
types of information that can be found in these fasci-

nating documents.
The session will offer helpful insights into what can 

be discovered and used as a springboard for further 
research into the people who served Canada during 
this sweeping world conflict.

To learn more about Edwards and his research, visit 
his blog and Facebook group about the 18th Battalion 
at 18thbattalioncef.blog

Registration for the event is free. Email archives@
perthcounty.ca or call 519-271-0531 ext. 259 to reg-
ister. The deadline to register is Tuesday, Nov. 4, at 
4 p.m.

Stratford-Perth Archives invites residents to discover 
more about veteran ancestors
AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Independent Reporter

Maximize your 
return.

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions Donna L. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4

519-273-1633    franklinehinz.com
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The St. Marys DCVI Junior Girls Basketball team 
won three games in a row with the playoffs right around 
the corner, and in doing so, secured third place in the 
Huron-Perth standings.

DCVI’s first of two games on Oct. 20 was against 
Central Huron, with an impressive offensive display 
leading the junior girls to a 31-10 victory. Morgan 
Reid led the Salukis with 13 points, while Lily Holl-
estelle-Black put up six and Chloe Phillips chipped in 
four.

Coach Tim O’Connor praised the team’s performance 
in the offensive zone.

“I’m pretty happy with the attack we had offensively,” 
O’Connor told the Independent. “We want them to at-
tack the ball. We have good shooters. They’re a young 
team, but as they get more confident, they’re looking 
for their shots. The only way you become shooters is 
by shooting and getting the confidence to try to attack 
the basket and try to take those shots.”

Fellow coach Jack Taylor added his thoughts on the 
team’s hunger to generate more offence.

“I’m starting to notice them look at the net and build-
ing that confidence in wanting to score and attack the 
basket,” Taylor said. “At the start of the season, they 
were catching the ball and looking to pass immediate-
ly. Now, we’re seeing them looking for their chance to 
shoot and drive to the hole, which is awesome to see 
that progression.”

Later that same day, the Salukis played St. Annes in 
a gritty game highlighted by strong St. Marys defence. 
The Salukis held St. Annes to four points or under in 
three out of the four quarters. The game finished 32-
16 for DCVI, with the top scorers of the game for St. 
Marys being Hollestelle-Black with nine, Reid at seven 
and Phillips, Raegan Stacey and Addy Jones with four 
each.

O’Connor praised the Salukis’ defensive effort for 
being key to the win.

“Defensively, we were very solid. Our defence tends 
to keep us in the game until eventually, we manage to 
hit a few shots, and I think this was one of those games. 
As kids are learning, they need the ball in their hands, 
and if we miss a lot of shots sometimes, that’s okay be-
cause I’m happy they are taking those shots, and over 
the course of the day and the season as a whole, the 
misses get better and their shooting decision making 
gets better.”

Taylor was also happy with the team’s defensive 
showing, noting if the team can get better at limiting 
secondary opportunities, it will enhance their already 
strong work on the defensive side of the ball.

“I’m really happy with how the defence is looking. I 
think we want to see the girls stopping second-chance 
opportunities a little bit more. I think that’s where a lot 
of the points we allow come from. If we can eliminate 
some of those offensive rebounds, we will do really 
well because our on-ball defence is phenomenal.”

Arguably, their most important game of the season 
came on Oct. 22 when the Salukis faced Listowel in 
a pivotal contest that decided who would finish third 
place in their conference.

St. Marys found themselves trailing by three late in 

the game, and after calling a timeout, Stacey came up 
with a clutch shot to tie the game and send it into over-
time.

“I wasn’t sure if we were going to get it tied up,” 
O’Connor said. “We had a timeout and called a play, 
but it didn’t develop, and Listowel surrounded one of 
our girls, who then dribbled into some traffic. Luckily, 
she was able to kick it out, and they started to swing 
the ball around until it got to Raegan (Stacey), and she 
isn’t the biggest three-point shooter, but she hit the 
beauty of a shot. It was a great moment for her and for 
our whole team.”

In overtime, despite squandering a three-point lead, 
the Salukis fought back and squeaked out a narrow, 
one-point victory over Listowel, winning 33-32 to 
clinch third in the standings.

Hollestelle-Black and Reid led the team once again, 
each scoring nine points, while Phillips posted eight 
and Melody Weber recorded four.

Once again, O’Connor cited the team’s defence as a 
big factor in the win.

“Listowel frustrated our offence, but I think the an-
swer for us getting through that was our defence. De-
fence gets you through those challenges. Our wheel-
house is winning games, scoring somewhere in the 
30-point range and we will have success in the playoffs 
if we can keep the total scoring down. We can score a 
little bit off of turnovers and frustrate the other team, 

but our defence is what keeps us in games.
“Our defence keeps us in the game even when our 

shots aren’t falling on the offence. We will have more 
success in the playoffs if we can keep the total scoring 
down. Good defence is always around for us, we are 
able to score off turnovers and fast breaks, and maybe 
frustrate the other team.”

The Salukis played their first playoff game Oct. 29 
after the Independent’s press time. Going into the 
post-season, O’Connor said he was optimistic about 
their upcoming playoff chances.

“It’s a very competitive league this year. I honestly 
think any one of six or seven teams could take it, so I 
think the playoffs are going to be a lot of fun. We’ve 
been in a lot of tight, low-scoring games. We’ve won 
a few and we’ve lost a few, but those experiences can 
help you in the tight moments. If we are able to put 
together a few wins, we won’t be blowing anybody out. 
We’ll need a little poise, patience and the belief that we 
can fight through it.

“This group has been a lot of fun to work with,” 
O’Connor continued. “They battle and they work hard. 
They’re a great group of kids. They’ve given us the 
best they can give this season. We want to win it all. 
We think we have a chance, and even if we don’t win, 
we know we tried our best and battled to the end.”

St. Marys Independent SPORTS

TURNER ROTH

Independent Sports Reporter

DCVI junior girls win three straight games as playoffs 
approach

Morgan Reid takes the ball to the basket during one of the 
St. Marys DCVI Junior Girls Basketball team’s two games on 
Oct. 20. Reid led the team in points against Central Huron 
with 13, before scoring seven against St. Annes and nine 
against Listowel on Oct. 22. 

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)
Raegan Stacey takes a shot during one of the St. Marys DCVI 
Junior Girls Basketball team’s two games on Oct. 20. Stacey 
made a clutch three-pointer on Oct. 22 to force overtime, 
where the Salukis defeated Listowel by one point to secure 
third in the Huron-Perth standings. 

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

FOR SPORTS TIPS CONTACT SPENCER SEYMOUR CALL OR TEXT 519-859-1049 OR EMAIL SPENCER.SEYMOUR88@GMAIL.COM
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Although it wasn’t pretty, the St. Marys DCVI Se-
nior Boys Volleyball team found a way to pick up a 
pair of victories over Central Huron and South Huron 
on Oct. 23, cementing their place in the top four of the 
Huron-Perth standings.

Head coach Steve Chateauvert said, while there was 
room for improvement, it was a big positive seeing the 
Salukis secure a top-four spot in their conference.

“Getting two wins, we should finish in a decent spot 
in the standings,” Chateauvert told the Independent. 
“We also want to progress and get better, and I hope 
we’re able to do better at executing that the next time 
we’re on the court. We need to just play and practice 
with more intensity. We had a couple of good practices 
recently, so I want that to continue, and then have it 
translate into our games a little bit more.”

In their first game of the day, DCVI’s senior boys 
took on their counterparts from South Huron and 
swept the game in two straight sets by scores of 25-22 
and 25-15.

Chateauvert admitted, while it wasn’t the best per-
formance, the team’s skill level helped them find a 
way to win.

“They’re good enough to win games even if our 
execution isn’t quite at its absolute best,” said Cha-
teauvert. “They have a lot of ability that can get them 
through against opponents that maybe don’t have the 
same skill level, but when we get into the playoffs, we 
need to get to another level of energy, intensity and 

readiness.”
The Salukis’ second match of the day pitted them 

against Central Huron, and they once again took the 
game in back-to-back sets, winning 25-21 and 25-16.

Again, the team’s showing wasn’t perfect in the head 
coach’s eyes, partially due to trying players at differ-
ent positions. However, with the playoffs on the hori-
zon, Chateauvert is hopeful the f laws displayed would 
lead to growth as the toughest games of the season 
approach.

“We tried a bit of a different lineup in the second 
set. As a result, guys were playing positions that they 
don’t normally play, and that contributes to that sense 
of being a little unsure, but it was good to get guys into 
different spots and test our adaptability. At the end of 
the day, you can always be ready, you can always go 
after the ball and you can always try to get better, and 
hopefully, our growing pains in that match will help 
us do a better job next time.”

The Salukis have one game left before the post-sea-
son begins, and they will finish either third or fourth 
in the league. Chateauvert reflected on the season and 
the team’s growth, noting the senior boys have the 
ability to deliver the type of play needed to have a 
successful playoff run.

“We have gotten more consistent,” Chateauvert said. 
“Our serving has definitely improved over the course 
of the season. We’ve had some really good moments 
where we executed really well in some of our earlier 
tournament games and against some more competitive 
teams, and we just need to keep putting all of those 
things together.”

DCVI senior boys volleyball team grinds out pair of wins

Parker Levy leaps up and spikes the ball over the net during 
one of the St. Marys DCVI Senior Boys Volleyball team’s two 
wins on Oct. 23. The Salukis defeated Central Huron and 
South Huron, winning both games in straight sets.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter
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Sometimes, the story writes itself.
On Oct. 24, with the St. Marys Lin-

colns wearing special pink jerseys as 
part of their annual Pink in the Rink 
night in honour of Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month, Owen Kalp, who has a very 
personal connection to the affliction 
through his mother, was the star of the 
show.

Kalp, known for his excellent shut-
down game, put up a six-point game that 
included a hat-trick, an outburst that had 
the entire team over the moon.

“Kalper Makar,” captain Chase Mac-
Queen-Spence called Kalp after the 
game, referring to the Colorado Ava-
lanche star defender Cale Makar.

“Owen Kalp is him,” added Lincoln 
Moore.

“I have no idea (what he ate for break-
fast that day),” said a blown-away Ja-
cob Montesi, Kalp’s defence partner, 
“but I’m definitely going to his place for 
some tomorrow.”

After the game, wearing a bright pink 
suit, even Kalp was stunned by the game 
he’d just had.

“I’m speechless,” Kalp said with an 
ear-to-ear grin. “I think this being Pink 
in the Rink played a big part in my game 
tonight. It was for my mom, for sure. I 
told myself when I woke up that I’d have 
a good game for her and just try not to 
think too much and just play. I’m glad it 
worked.”

Kalp described what having the game 
of his life on a night that was so personal 
to him meant.

“It means everything to me,” Kalp told 
the Independent. “I’m just super thank-
ful. This affects a lot of people in dif-

ferent ways, and this night means a lot 
to many people, so it’s awesome that the 
Lincolns can show the support.”

Kalp’s stellar night, according to head 
coach Jeff Bradley, resonated with ev-
eryone in the organization.

“I’m thrilled for Owen (Kalp) to have 
that kind of night because it really 
couldn’t have happened to a better kid,” 
said Bradley. “Sometimes, it seems too 
good to be just a coincidence. Owen 
means a lot to our team, and we know 
that night means a lot to him and his 
family. He’s proud to play in that game 
and represent his mom, and a lot of play-
ers on our team are playing for his mom 

as well.”
There was no indication of the even-

tual lopsided result in the first period, a 
scoreless frame in which neither team 
played well. Just 27 seconds into the 
middle stanza, Jake Ritson broke the ice 
for Strathroy, and just under four min-
utes later, former Lincoln Zander Ke-
chego made it 2-0 for the Rockets.

Cue the Rockets’ parade to the penalty 
box; enter Kalp for his first of the night 
on the powerplay.

The Rockets gave the Lincolns three 
more powerplays in the period, with Da-
vid Heath and Ryan Hodkinson scoring 
on two.

Bradley praised Heath, who had a 
breakout night with four assists along 
with his goal.

“It’s always an adjustment for young 
players coming into a league where 
you’re playing against kids who are two, 
three, four years older than you. It’s been 
a bit of an adjustment for David, but he’s 
a real hockey player, and he’s looking to 
get better all the time. For him to get re-
warded the way he did, it speaks to his 
hard work.”

Kalp added his second goal later in the 
second, before a penalty-filled third re-
sulted in the Lincs scoring six to take 
a 10-2 win. Two goals by Blake Elzin-
ga helped the Walkerton native put up a 
six-point game.

“We are a better team when Blake 
(Elzinga) is playing well,” Bradley said. 
“Sometimes you just need a night like 
that to get on a roll, and that’s what 
we’re hoping to see out of Blake mov-
ing forward. I think six points a night 
is a little unrealistic, but confidence can 
be built off of nights like that, and we’re 
hoping it does that for Blake.”

MacQueen-Spence also scored twice 
in the third, including a highlight reel 
goal in which he deked Rockets’ net-
minder Mason Costa out of the crease 
and had Strathroy defenders sprawled 
on the ice, all while the Lincolns’ cap-
tain easily slid the puck into an open net.

MacQueen-Spence recounted his in-
credible move to pot his first of two 
goals in the final 20 minutes.

“I probably shouldn’t have been out 
there since we were short-handed, but 
(Owen) Voortman found me in the slot 
there, I screamed pretty loud, and he 
made a nice little sauce pass. I looked up 
and the goalie was coming out, playing 

Lincs split back-to-back; Kalp, Elzinga take starring roles

Owen Kalp (left) and Blake Elzinga (right) celebrate Kalp’s hat-trick goal on Oct. 24 in the 
St. Marys Lincolns’ 10-2 win over the Strathroy Rockets. Kalp and Elzinga combined for five 
goals and 12 points in the game, with Kalp being the star of the show on a very personal 
night for Kalp and his family, with the game being the Lincolns’ annual Pink in the Rink night. 

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter
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SATURDAY MEAT DRAWS
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FRIDAY HOT DOG LUNCH
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WELLINGTON STREET
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me pretty high, so I held onto it a little 
long, went backhand to forehand, and 
then ended up having a tap-in.”

Nats squeak out opportunistic 3-2 
win over Lincs

Despite a better all-around perfor-
mance 24 hours later, the Lincolns 
couldn’t generate enough offence to keep 
their winning streak alive as the London 
Nationals held on for a 3-2 victory.

“Honestly, I felt better about that game 
than I did on Friday,” Bradley said. 
“Unfortunately, we couldn’t capitalize 
on enough of our opportunities, but we 
out-chanced them, we outshot them and 
I thought we outplayed them. We had a 
couple of big mistakes and London was 
able to capitalize, but for the most part, 
we took care of the puck, our physicality 
was awesome and we had more chances 
by far.”

The teams traded goals in the open-
ing period, heading into the first inter-
mission tied at two apiece. Alexandre 
Campeau opened the scoring for the 
Nationals, with Elzinga countering for 

the Lincolns less than a minute and a 
half later. Just 24 seconds after, howev-
er, Aiden McDonald put London back 
ahead by one. With under two minutes 
left in the period, Hodkinson ripped a 
shot past Nationals’ goalie Dante Berto-
lin to tie it up.

A second-period goal by Eddie Hick-
son held up as the game-winner, with 
the Lincolns unable to bury on their one 
and only chance with the powerplay.

Elzinga delivered an even stronger 
showing than in his six-point effort the 
night before, and along with the hy-
per-tenacious Declan Ready, was one 
of the Lincolns’ best players against the 
Nationals.

“Blake (Elzinga) and Declan (Ready) 
were really good for us. Those two spe-
cifically brought a really important el-
ement to our game. Their work ethic 
was great. They were winning battles. 
They were just relentless in the offensive 
zone. They didn’t do anything difficult, 
he didn’t turn pucks over and he used 
his body and his speed, and was a real 
problem for London.”

Lincs split back-to-back; Kalp, Elzinga take starring roles

Chase MacQueen-Spence tucks the puck into an open net after a highlight reel deke drew 
Strathroy Rockets’ goaltender Mason Costa way out of his crease during the St. Marys Lin-
colns’ 10-2 victory on Oct. 24. 

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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They may not have started perfectly, but the St. 
Marys DCVI Junior Boys Volleyball team roared 
back to win the second and third sets of their match 
against South Huron on Oct. 23.

After starting a bit slow in the first set, which the 
Salukis dropped 25-14, DCVI’s junior boys complete-
ly took the game over in the second set, scoring the 
first 18 points of the set before ultimately winning 
25-9.

Head coach Rachel Hendriksen mentioned the serv-
ing of Jacob Savile as key to getting the white-hot 
18-point lead to start the set, with the entire team’s 
resiliency guiding them the rest of the way.

“Obviously, the first 18 points were mostly thanks 
to Jacob’s (Savile) incredible serves,” Hendriksen 
said. But I think it was the idea of, ‘Okay, we need to 
rally back.’ They didn’t get down on themselves. They 
felt they had to come back, they did a better job sup-
porting one another and there was more cohesiveness 
than in the first set.”

South Huron fought back in the third set, resulting 
in a nail-biting conclusion, ultimately going in St. 
Marys’ favour with a 26-24 decision. Hendriksen not-
ed the team got major contributions in the third set 
from further down their bench.

“Honestly, I think a lot of those players played 
like they had something to prove,” said Hendriksen. 
“Those were the guys who don’t always get as much 
playing time, and they were definitely up for the chal-
lenge. They had to step up and work together, and 
they were really focused on playing true volleyball. 
We weren’t just throwing the ball back over. We were 
trying our best to pass-set-hit and use everyone on 
the court.”

Hendriksen further described some of the team’s 
strong individual efforts, of which there was no short-
age.

“Jacob (Savile) serving 18 in a row over the net was 
amazing and a huge part of winning that second set,” 
Hendriksen told the Independent. “His serving abili-
ty and his confidence have grown incredibly, and his 
awareness on the court and his leadership are amaz-
ing.

“Our libero, Brayden (Wheeler), definitely takes 

charge in that back row. He’s a really consistent pass-
er and really reliable back there. Even after the game, 
the referee said to me, ‘I love your libero, he really 
knows what he’s doing.’ Evan (Wolfkamp) had some 
good swings, and our setter, Dominic (Marziali), 
gives us great sets and great leadership.”

Coming into the season, there was very little volley-
ball experience amongst the junior boys, but Hendrik-
sen credited the team for their outstanding growth 
from the start of the year to now.

“Overall, you can definitely see the improvement 
they’ve made. Individually, each of them has come 
a really long way. A lot of them have only been play-
ing volleyball for the past two months, so to learn the 
technique, the positioning and how to work as a team 
as well as they have, it’s evident they have been work-
ing really hard.

“Their awareness of the game of volleyball really 
stands out,” Hendriksen continued. “We’ve gotten a 
lot better at understanding where to be on the court 
to help each other out and how to communicate out 
there. And probably the biggest thing is their confi-
dence. It’s great to see how much their confidence has 
grown.”

The Salukis’ final game of the regular season is 
on Oct. 30 in Mitchell, with the winner taking third 
in the Huron-Perth standings. Hendriksen said she 
hopes the team enjoys however many playoff games 
they end up competing in.

“I want to just go as far as we can and do our best,” 
Hendriksen said. “I really want the boys to continue 
having fun playing volleyball. That’s the most im-
portant thing in high school volleyball is that they’re 
enjoying it. They are a really nice group of kids and 
a fun group, so I want them to have fun, and the way 
they can have fun is playing their best and making it 
as far as we can.”

DCVI junior boys fight back to defeat South Huron
SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter
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Braydon Wheeler, the team’s expert libero. drops to a knee 
to keep the ball in play during the St. Marys DCVI junior boys 
volleyball team’s three-set win over South Huron on Oct. 23.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)
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Ryder Boemer loads up for a shot from the faceoff circle during this past Sunday’s U13 B 
Boys St. Marys Rock game.

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Addy Blake fires the puck from along the wall during the St. Marys Landscaping U11 B Girls 
St. Marys Rock game this past Sunday.

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Savy M. pushes the puck through the offensive zone during this past Sunday’s Masterfeeds 
U11 C Girls St. Marys Rock game.

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Sophia Adcock passes the ring through centre ice during this past Sunday’s FUN3 St. Marys 
Snipers (Hibbert) game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Theo Shute snaps a quick shot from the slot during the Tremblett’s Independent Grocer U11 
LL Boys Red St. Marys Rock game this past Monday.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Lauren Masselis rockets a long-range shot during the Cascades U13 BB Girls St. Marys 
Rock game this past Sunday.

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)
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What an absolute joy it has been to experience this 
year’s autumn in Canada! The season has presented us 
with impressively warm and pleasant days, truly a de-
lightful surprise that has allowed us to postpone the 
transition to winter wear just a little longer. 

It was, quite rightly, a top priority for many of us to 
relish these final, sunny moments before the inevitable 
chill takes hold. And boy, did this gorgeous weather 
deliver! It gave us a fantastic opportunity to keep up 
with our outdoor activities and sports.

​For my son, Alex, and his friends, this meant getting 
to enjoy a much longer season of tennis lessons – a 
little project spearheaded by my wonderful Ukrainian 
friend, Ira Ivchenko. Ira, who had just welcomed her 
second baby over the summer, was absolutely thrilled 
to stay active. Her dedication to staying active and in-
volved is truly inspiring.

I must confess, I often maintain a healthy skepticism 
when it comes to consistently participating in outdoor 
sports, as one is so often at the mercy of the weather. 
Maintaining consistency can be challenging when les-
sons are missed due to rain or cold.

Every weekend morning, the children were ready 
to practice, and thanks to the season’s kindness, they 
didn’t miss a single lesson.

Ira reflected on her experience with such heartfelt 
warmth. 

“This tennis season was special for me – full of expe-
rience and genuine emotions. Volunteering and work-
ing with the children was a real pleasure because see-
ing them develop and achieve their small victories is 
the greatest reward.”

This work is a remarkable contribution to the com-
munity. While Ira is considering involving more chil-
dren over time, she is approaching this expansion with 
thoughtful care. 

“Right now, I’m a little hesitant about taking on more 
children next season,” she explained, “because it’s im-
portant for me to pay individual attention to each stu-
dent. I want everyone to have the opportunity to get 
maximum support and development.”

Frankly, teaching and keeping young children moti-
vated and engaged for extended periods is a significant 
challenge. It requires a special, personalized approach 
for every child. Teachers, in my mind, are truly super-
heroes for their ability to master this feat.

Therefore, our heartfelt gratitude goes out to Ira for 
giving these children the chance to learn and play ten-
nis. We recognize that maintaining life’s balance and 
emotional equilibrium with a new baby is a tremen-
dous task, and her dedication is deeply appreciated.

The tennis courts themselves are always a hive of 
activity – lessons, tournaments and gatherings create 
a vibrant atmosphere. Despite their proximity to the 
road, being surrounded by the river on one side and a 
quarry on the other gives the area a uniquely peaceful 
and blissful feeling.

As the weather inevitably changes, we must prepare 
to switch to indoor activities. However, this shift cer-
tainly does not mean a lack of options for both children 
and adults.

We are so fortunate to have the Ukrainian school 
for kids, which runs every Sunday at the Presbyterian 
Church. Our sincere thanks go to the minister of the 
church, Jeff Lackie, our lead volunteer, V.J. Knutson, 
all sponsors and every volunteer who helped make this 
school happen. We are delighted that more children 
from the area have joined this year. It is profoundly 
important to maintain our language and remain con-

nected to our Ukrainian culture.
Stepping into the indoor season simply means having 

an extra plan to keep our children engaged – whether 
that involves our Netflix and Disney subscriptions, new 
board games, or exploring local workshops and events. 
St. Marys always offers something wonderful; a quick 
check of local happenings is all that is required.

When my family and I first arrived in Canada, I was 
initially surprised to learn that schoolchildren here 
don’t have a fall break. But regular PA Days through-
out the year really help to break things up. My son, 
Alex, absolutely loves going to the Pyramid Recreation 
Centre (PRC) on those days.

Speaking of the PRC, it truly is a wonderful facility 
for staying active and entertained, especially during 
the winter months. I’ve been trying to register Alex 
for swimming lessons, but unfortunately, the aquatic 
centre renovations are still underway.”

​In closing, let us cross our fingers and hope that this 
splendid, perfect fall does not necessitate a “payback” 
from the universe in the form of a long, cold and end-
less winter.

UKRAINIAN CORNER: The season of thanks – embracing St. Marys’ outdoor blessings and indoor connections

ALONA VASYLIEVA

Independent Columnist

COLUMNS

Ask the Arborist
By Joel Hackett  |  519 272 5742 |  jtsquote@gmail.com

Dear Arborist,
Whats the best way to protect my 
freshly planted trees from deer? Fool 
proof way?
Thanks, Jason
Dear Jason,
The only fool proof method is to build 
a cage around the tree. This cage 
could be wire or wood but has to be far 
enough out from the tree to keep the 

deer from placing their heads through. 
Additionally, the cage needs to be at 
least 6 ft tall. 
Sincerely,
The Arborist
Joel Hackett is a certified Arborist 
residing in the St. Marys area. Currently, 
he spends most of the year running 
Joel’s Tree Service. For contact call 519 
272 5742 or email jtsquote@gmail.com

Join us at the Library this week for some 
Halloween activities! We have Poke a 
Pumpkin where you can get a fun Library 
TIP (and/or a treat), and Spooky Pumpkin 
Golf where you can test your mini-putting 
skills and win prizes. Bring a friend for 
some friendly competition!

This Week’s Recommendation
A mischief of farmyard mice have ar-

ranged some spectacular costumes for their 
dance beneath the Ghost Moon. Unfortu-
nately, a horde of creepy critters destroy 
and steal the costumes before the mice have 
a chance to have their party. Is all lost? Not 
if white mouse’s positive words can move 

the mice to make the best of a stinky sit-
uation. The melodic prose of Jane Yolen’s 
writing coupled with Laurel Molk’s charm-
ing illustrations make “Beneath the Ghost 
Moon” an inspired, slightly spooky classic. 
Find it in on the seasonal shelves with the 
Halloween books in the children’s section.

Up This Week
Fri., Oct. 31: Open 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 1: Dungeons and Dragons (10 

a.m.)
Mon., Nov. 3: Euchre Mondays (10:30 

a.m.), Learn to Play Bridge (1-3 p.m.)
Tues., Nov. 4: Open 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Wed., Nov. 5: EarlyON Play and Read 

(9:30-10:30 a.m.), Mahjong! (1-4 p.m.)
Thurs., Nov. 6: Open 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
*Registration Required

Straight from the Shelves
LAURA MCASH

St. Marys Public Library

Bringing the joy of the game to the next generation: Ira Ivchenko launched her volunteer tennis coaching program this 
summer to give young players a strong start.

(PHOTOS COURTESTY OF ALONA VASYLIEVA)
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When Annie Hutton, age 22, married 
Charles Stockman Rumsey, a man twice 
her age, a widower, and the father of young 
son, it meant some changes and challenges 
in her life. The only daughter of Theodore 
Hutton, a prosperous St. Mary merchant, 
Annie was an only child until she was ten 
years old. In 1870, her brother, Frederick, 
was born. By joining the Rumsey house-
hold, she was exchanging a life with a 
12-year-old brother to a new home with 
Reginald Rumsey, her seven-year-old step-
son. 

Sarah Hutton, Annie’s mother, had been 
raised in a Presbyterian household and af-
ter she married and moved to St. Marys, 
she and Theodore attended the Presbyte-
rian Church on Widder Street. The other 
Huttons – Theodore’s parents and brothers 
– all attended St. James Anglican Church 
across town at the corner of Elgin and 
Church Streets. Charles Rumsey and his 
family also attended St. James. He was 
an active member, serving as warden and 
church treasurer for many years. The first 
Sunday that the new Mrs. Rumsey walked 
into the church on the arm of her husband, 
there would have been discreet glances of 
recognition and approval from her uncles 
and cousins, all seated in their private box 
pews near the front of the sanctuary.

Annie had lived with her family in a 
spacious apartment on Water Street South, 
overlooking the Thames River. Charles 
Rumsey owned the three-storey brick 
building that still stands on the southwest 
corner of Queen and Wellington Streets. 
The bank he managed was on the ground 
floor while the upper floors were his fam-
ily’s residence. The main rooms had high, 
vaulted ceilings, large windows and elabo-
rate trim. There was access to the flat roof, 
edged with a wrought-iron railing, offering 
wonderful views of St, Marys in all direc-
tions. Rumsey’s first wife, Katherine, had 
lived in this apartment for just two years 
before she died in 1877. Although Rumsey 
employed a housekeeper to care for his lit-
tle boy, by 1882 these must have been very 
much gentleman’s rooms, needing a home-
maker’s touch.   

Annie Hutton Rumsey was young and 
may have been tentative at first but before 
long, she found her stride as the wife of 
a significant man in their community. St. 
James Church, through most of the 1880s, 
was undergoing major renovations. The 
original simple rectangular church with 
its gable roof was transformed into the 
lovely church that stands today with steep 
pitched roof, buttresses, a gothic tower 
and entrance porch. Rumsey, as church 
treasurer, would have been very involved 
in all required to finance the renovation 
project. Annie joined the important wom-
en’s groups like the Chancel Guild and 
the Women’s Auxiliary. She embraced 
the Anglican Church’s rituals and pag-
eantry. While we don’t know whether she 
ever rolled up her sleeves and helped with 

church suppers, she was in the position to 
make material contributions. Through the 
years, she donated a lovely Carrera marble 
baptismal font and the large, stained-glass 
windows that surround the altar.  

In 1898, Annie’s father, Theodore Hut-
ton, died at the age of 68, leaving a con-
siderable legacy. As well as $160,000 in 
savings, as a private banker he also held 
the mortgages on a long list of properties. 
Surprisingly, for a man of business, he left 
no will. But his son-in-law, C. S. Rumsey, 
helped administer the estate. Theodore’s 
widow, Sarah, was well provided for and 
the remaining assets were divided between 
Theodore’s two children, Annie and Fred-
erick. Annie inherited several commercial 
properties in downtown St. Marys. She 
proved to be a competent businesswoman – 
after all, she was a Hutton – and undertook 
to manage these properties independent of 
her husband. In 1904, when the town was 
looking for a site for the new public library, 
she offered two possible locations, one on 
Water Street South and the other on Wel-
lington Street North. Note that she offered 
to sell them, not donate them, to the town. 
Town council ultimately decided to build 
the library on Church Street beside the 
town hall.

Meanwhile, young Reginald Rumsey, 
having finished his secondary education at 
Upper Canada College, began his own suc-

cessful banking career. At age 19, he joined 
the Canadian Bank of Commerce with his 
initial posting as a clerk in nearby Sea-
forth. He was single and happy to be sent 
to distant locations. Through the 1890s, he 
served the bank in several Ontario towns, 
then Louisiana, New York City, and Daw-
son City, Yukon Territory. Reginald’s ca-
reer took him to other posts in the Canadi-
an west and finally to Winnipeg where he 
became a prominent banker and citizen of 
that city. 

In April 1900, Charles and Annie Rum-
sey set out on their own adventures – a 
four-month trip to Europe, visiting Gi-
braltar, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, and 
on to France to see the Paris Exhibition. 
They stopped in England before return-
ing to Canada. Annie Rumsey discovered 
she loved travelling and buying elaborate 
souvenirs. She shipped home statuary, fur-
niture, and ceramics to adorn the Traders 
Bank apartment. At home, she also attend-
ed estate sales, with a special eye for an-
tique furniture. 

Charles Rumsey had always enjoyed 
sports and innovation. The St. Marys Mu-
seum’s historic image collection has a 
photograph of him skating in Montreal in 
1870, and another, taken in 1884, show-
ing off his penny-farthing bicycle at the 
intersection of Queen and Water Streets. 
In 1899, he was president of the newly 

formed St. Marys Tennis Club. He owned 
the first automobile in St. Marys, buying it 
in Detroit. He had every reason to look for-
ward to an active retirement. But he died in 
March 1904, age 65. Annie, now 43 years 
old, was a widow. Annie left the Traders 
Bank apartment, now the residence of the 
new bank manager, and acquired her larg-
est treasure. She bought the lovely brick 
house at the southeast corner of Wellington 
and Jones Street. Master mason John El-
liott had built 47 Wellington as his family 
home. But Elliott died in 1903, and Annie 
bought it from his widow in 1906. She 
moved in, bringing the furnishings she had 
acquired over the years to fill this lovely 
new set of rooms. 

Annie Rumsey was not a retiring widow. 
She continued to manage her properties 
and to contribute to her church. She be-
came involved in the work of the Imperial 
Order Daughters of the Empire (IODE.) 
She organized and was the first Regent of 
the Rumsey Chapter in St. Marys and was 
later made a life member of the provincial 
order. She continued to travel. Her cousin, 
Mina Coleman, had married a former St. 
Marys physician, William McKay. He had 
a practice in New York, but they spent their 
summers at Westover Park in St. Marys. 
Annie enjoyed visiting their New York 
home. There she met another physician, 
a bachelor, Dr. John Conger Bryan, who 
was about to retire. Annie and Dr. Bryan 
were married on March 23, 1918, in Tren-
ton, New Jersey. This week’s photograph 
was taken at the front entrance to Westover 
when the Bryans returned to St. Marys and 
Annie introduced her American husband to 
her friends and relatives. 

With Dr. Bryan, Annie enjoyed more 
years of travel. They toured the Mediter-
ranean in 1922, a trip that included the first 
of their several visits to the Holy Land. An-
nie also kept buying treasures, filling her 
home at 47 Wellington Street South. When 
her cousin, Mina McKay died in 1937 and 
the contents of Westover were sold at auc-
tion, Annie sat in the front row, bidding for 
many items. She was notable for continu-
ing to wear long, old-fashioned dresses and 
for the clutch of keys at her waist, worn 
wherever she went. These were keys to ev-
ery room in her house, all locked to protect 
her treasures. 

The last years of her life were difficult. 
Dr. Bryan was ill. Annie looked after him 
as long as she could, but he was admitted 
as a chronic patient in Stratford in 1945 and 
died there in 1947, age 87. Margaret Ann 
Austin Hutton died at her home on Christ-
mas Eve, 1948, in her 89th year. It was 
almost exactly a century since her grand-
parents, her father, and her uncles, the am-
bitious Hutton brothers, had arrived in St. 
Marys from England. Her brother, Fred, 
now a retired merchant living in London, 
was named informant on her death certif-
icate. Annie’s treasures were dispersed, 
some at auction, some to relatives, and her 
grand house on Wellington Street South 
passed into other hands. 

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Margaret Ann Austin Hutton, part two
MARY SMITH

Independent Columnist

(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ST. MARYS MUSEUM DIGITAL COLLECTION OF HISTORIC IMAGES)

A small, faded photograph is the only one in the St. Marys Museum’s collection showing 
Annie as an adult. At the entrance to Westover, ca 1918, Annie is kneeling, front left, wearing 
long black beads. Mina McKay is standing to the left beside her. Dr. Bryan is at the right in 
the back row. Dr. McKay, Mina’s husband, is back row centre. The others in the photograph 
are friends and relatives.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Make no mistake: I love trav-
elling in Europe. Just in the past 
year and a half, we have visited 
France, Spain, Germany, Austria, 
Slovakia and Hungary. We huge-
ly enjoyed our time in all of the 
above, and plan to return to Eu-
rope soon.

But there is one thing we con-
sistently encounter there that nev-
er seems to come up on visits to 
Canadian cities. Again, in the past 
year or so, we have spent time in 
Saskatoon, Winnipeg, Toronto, 
Saint John, Saint John’s, Sher-
brooke, Halifax and all points be-
tween, and here’s what we never 
saw: a sign saying “Pickpockets 
are active in this area.”

I’m not saying Canadian com-
munities are crime-free, or that 
there are no scams happening 
here, but on-the-street tourist 
scams seem to be almost epidem-
ic in some European cities.

Believe me, I am not saying 
don’t go, but I do suggest cau-
tion, common sense and a certain 
amount of preparation.

And just so you know, this stuff 
really happens. For instance:

We were in Paris a couple of 
weeks ago, strolling in front of 
the Opera House. A woman was 

approaching us on the crowded 
street when she suddenly reached 
down, picked up what appeared 
to be a man’s gold wedding ring 
and immediately offered it to us. 
“This,” she said in very passable 
English, “is your lucky day.”

We looked confused because 
we were!

“I cannot keep this,” she said, 
“because my religion forbids me 
to wear jewelry. So please allow 
me to give it to you, with my 
blessing.”

We voiced our objections, but 
she placed the ring in my hand 
and began to walk away. We 
looked at each other, bemused to 
say the least. Then she returned. 
“Perhaps you could buy me a 
coca cola or something as a thank 
you,” she said.

I cottoned on. “No, we don’t 
want the ring.” She became ad-
amant. I bent down to put the 
ring back on the sidewalk; she 
intercepted my hand. I dropped 
the ring into her palm, and as she 
protested, we turned and walked 
away.

In immediate hindsight, we re-
alized this had been some kind of 
scam, though I had never heard of 
this particular ploy.

Turns out, as a travel writer, I 
probably should have. Accord-
ing to my internet search, “The 
lost gold ring scam is one of the 
oldest and most famous tourist 
scams in Paris. Trusting tourists 
are the best mark for this decep-
tion.” The internet description 
was a virtually word-for-word 
script of our experience. It pre-
dicted the scammer would have 
asked for more money in return 
for a completely worthless ring, 
and might have made quite a 
scene if we resisted.

Ah, so after all my travels, I 

qualified for the “trusting tourist 
best mark” award. Only slightly 
embarrassing! But at least we es-
caped unscathed.

More through luck than sense, 
we also avoided some scammers 
in Spain a few months ago. These 
were again women, this time in-
sisting that we accept a sprig of 
rosemary as a gift. Turns out, 
according to our Spanish guides, 
if you take it, they will demand 
payment and it can become a 
highly embarrassing scene.

It was even somewhat em-
barrassing when we declined 
because they were quite rude in 
their response.

In some cases, there is a second-
ary purpose to these approaches – 
the women with the rings or the 
rosemary may be distracting you 
so their accomplices can work 
their pickpocket magic.

Warnings against pickpockets 
are everywhere, even in the most 
holy sites – like Notre Dame Ca-
thedral in Paris, a church where, 
because of incredible crowds, 
pickpockets can find their own 
version of paradise.

One fairly recent scam involves 
young people carrying survey 
clipboards. They are working for 
the tourism board, they say, and 
would like to ask you a few ques-
tions. Heck, doesn’t everyone 
love to offer our opinion? The 
problem is either an accomplice 
is lifting your wallet while your 
attention is on the survey per-
son or, in the case of the really 
experienced crook, she is actu-
ally opening your purse directly 
under the survey clipboard. We 
have seen these folks in action, 
too, though we were never direct-
ly approached to take a “survey.”

The advice from our guides is 
simple, though not foolproof. 

Don’t carry excess cash or pass-
ports on you. Leave them in your 
hotel safe. Men should have their 
wallets in a front pocket. Wom-
en should keep their handbags 
closed and zipped up. Don’t wear 
your best jewelry in public. Don’t 
hang a bag on the back of a chair 
in a café. And so on. 

Personally, I would suggest if 
you are travelling as a couple or 
a group, one should take the pic-
tures while others keep a close 
eye – better still, hand – on any 
valuables.

Again, this is not a knock on 
travelling to Europe. We love it – 

the art, the food, the architecture, 
the history, the people, the scen-
ery, the whole deal. I come home 
educated, entertained, refreshed, 
invigorated and, I think, a better 
citizen of our complicated world. 
You can, too. Just keep one hand 
on your valuables, and don’t ac-
cept unwarranted gifts!

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and Past-President 
of the Travel Media Association 
of Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Surviving the scam epidemic

PAUL KNOWLES

Independent Columnist

The Opera House in Paris – the site of the “gold ring” scam that almost 
convinced the author.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)
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Halloween is approaching 
quickly. Regardless of the 
weather, here are some com-
forting and quick meals to pro-
vide the family with energy for 
the haul! 

You’ll notice a common 
theme in both recipes are sea-
sonal sage and pumpkin, which 
invoke the flavours of fall. 

Pumpkin mac & cheese
A savoury classic with a fall 

twist even the kids will love.
Serves 4-6; Prep: 15 minutes; 

Total: 45 minutes
¼ cup plus 2 tbsp unsalted 

butter
3 cloves garlic, grated and di-

vided
½ cup panko breadcrumbs
2 tsp kosher salt, divided, plus 

more for pasta water
¾ tsp ground black pepper, 

divided
¼ cup grated parmesan cheese
1 lb dry cavatappi pasta
6 sage leaves
½ medium yellow onion, grat-

ed
2 tbsp all-purpose flour
1 tsp ground mustard
¼ tsp ground nutmeg
¼ tsp cayenne pepper
2 cups milk
1 can (15 oz) pumpkin puree

8 oz fontina cheese, shredded
8 oz smoked gouda, shredded
*Can substitute fontina for 

monterey jack or munster. Gou-
da can be replaced with ched-
dar or gruyere. 

Method:
-In a small non-stick skillet, 

melt 2 tbsp butter over medi-
um heat. Add 1 grated garlic 
clove and cook 30 seconds until 
fragrant. Stir in panko bread-
crumbs, ½ tsp salt, ¼ tsp pep-
per and toast stirring until gold-
en brown; about 2 minutes. 

-Remove mixture to a small 
bowl and set aside. Stir in par-
mesan. 

-In a large pot over medi-
um-high heat, bring salted wa-
ter to a boil. Add pasta and cook 
until just al dente, 5-6 minutes. 
Drain pasta reserving ½ cup of 
pasta water.

-In the same pot over medi-
um heat, melt the remaining ¼ 
cup butter. Stir in sage leaves. 
Cook until sage is slightly fried 
and butter is deeply golden. Re-
move sage leaves to paper-tow-
el lined plate and add onion, 
cooking until soft 3-4 minutes. 
Add remaining grated garlic 
cloves and cook until fragrant, 
30 seconds. Whisk in flour, 
mustard, nutmeg, cayenne, the 
remaining 1 ½ tsp salt and ½ 
tsp pepper. Cook until raw flour 
smell disappears, 3-4 minutes. 
Gradually whisk in milk until 
smooth. Whisk in pumpkin pu-
ree and cook until very thick, 5 
minutes. 

-Remove pot from heat and 
gradually add in grated chees-
es, whisking until melted. Taste 
for salt. 

-Fold in drained noodles, add-
ing pasta water 1 tbsp at a time 

until sauce coats the noodles. 
-Serve hot sprinkled with 

toasted breadcrumbs and crum-
bled sage. 

Autumn naan pizzas
Serves: 4; Prep: 15 minutes; 

Total: 30 minutes
2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil, 

divided
¾ cup thinly sliced shallots
8 oz mild or spicy ground sau-

sage
4 naan breads
1 cup canned pumpkin puree
A few pinches dried oregano
4-5 oz grated fontina cheese
2/3 cup whole-milk ricotta 

cheese
2-3 tbsp fresh sage leaves
A drizzle of hot honey or bal-

samic for garnish

Method:
-Preheat oven to 425˚
-Heat 1 tbsp oil in a large skil-

let over medium heat. Add shal-
lots and cook until softened, 4-5 
minutes. Crumble sausage into 
pan and cook until browned 6-7 
minutes. 

-Arrange naan breads on a 
large, rimmed baking sheet. 
Spoon pumpkin puree evenly 
over each bread and sprinkle 
with a little dried oregano.

-Sprinkle fontina cheese 
evenly over each bread, fol-
lowed by sausage and shallot 
mixture. Spoon small dollops 
of ricotta cheese overtop. 

-Place sage leaves in a small 
bowl and drizzle remaining 
1 tbsp olive oil, rubbing all 
leaves. Scatter over each naan 
pizza.

-Transfer pan to oven and 
bake for 15 minutes until piz-
zas ae golden and crisp. Driz-
zle each pizza with hot honey 

or balsamic and garnish with 
cracked black pepper. 

Monster Rice Krispies 
treats

A twist on tried-and-true 
Rice Krispie squares. I brown 
the butter before adding the 
dry ingredients and add a tsp 
of Mexican vanilla. There is a 
taste difference!

3 tbsp unsalted butter
5 ½ cups mini marshmallows 
1 tsp Mexican vanilla or 

whatever is on hand
6 cups Rice Krispies cereal or 

puffed rice
1 (12 oz) package orange can-

dy melts
1 (12 oz) package green candy 

melts
Small candy googly eyes

Method:
-Lightly coat 9-by-13-inch 

pan with cooking spray or but-
ter. Melt butter in a large sauce-
pan over low heat, stirring 
frequently until turns a golden 
brown and develops a nutty aro-
ma. Add marshmallows, stir-
ring until completely melted. 
Add vanilla. 

-Remove from heat and add 
cereal, stirring until well-coat-
ed. Transfer to prepared pan 
and press with buttered spatula 
to smooth. Cool completely and 
cut into 12 rectangles.

-Line a rimmed baking sheet 
with parchment paper. Melt can-
dy melts according to package 
directions in separate bowls. 
Dip one end of each treat into 
melts, letting excess drip off. 
Place on prepared baking sheet, 
add googly eyes. Let set before 
serving. Store covered, at room 
temperature up to 3 days.

EAT AT OUR HOUSE: Haunted recipes, perfect for Halloween

LAUREN EEDY

Independent Columnist

This pumpkin mac & cheese is perfect fuel for the little ones before trick 
or treating. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

226.261.1837heather@granthaven.com

Wondering how local media 
can help grow your business? 
Let me help tailor a 
customized marketing plan 
for your business goals. 

Woodstock Ingersoll EchoSt. Marys Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Goderich SunSTRATFORDTIMESThe Paris Independent

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

The C!

What letter of the 

alphabet has the 

most water?

Cyrus Rock (2)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that appears in the paper gets a 

FREE MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
What do you call a bear with no teeth? 

A gummy bear! 
 

I’m full of keys but can’t open a door. What am I? 
A piano. 

 
What gets wetter the more it dries? 

A towel. 
 

I’m tall when I’m young and short when I’m old. What 
am I? 

A candle. 
 

Why did the cookie go to the doctor? 
It felt crumby. 

 
What has four wheels and flies? 

A garbage truck. 
 

I’m not alive, but I grow; I don’t have lungs, but I need 
air. What am I? 

Fire. 
 

Why did the math book look sad? 
It had too many problems. 

 
I follow you all day but vanish at night. What am I? 

Your shadow. 
 

What kind of room has no doors or windows? 
A mushroom. 

 
What has a head and a tail but no body? 

A coin. 
 

Why can’t your nose be 12 inches long? 
Because then it would be a foot!

BELLA
Our Pet of the Week is Bella who is ready to 
greet trick or treaters on Halloween. Brian 
and Tammy Harris rescued two-year-old 

Bella from SCARR a year ago. She is full of 
love, loves to play ball and snuggle.

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is pleased to be the sponsor of the 

PET OF THE WEEK
HAPPY HALLOWEEN!
Halloween Pet Safety: Keep candy—especially chocolate 
or xylitol—well out of reach. Choose comfy, nonrestrictive 
costumes. During trick-or-treat traffic, keep pets in a quiet, 
secure room.

- Word Search -

Ghosts
Goblins

Haunted house
Candy

Trick or Treat
Pranks
Witch
Spooky

Tombstone
Vampire
Zombie

Costumes
Jackolantern

Skeleton
Dracula

All Hallows Day

HALLOWEEN

SPONSORED BY: 
Adult Learning Programs of Perth, Upstairs at the St. Marys Public Library 

(700 Church Street North, St. Marys, ON)   |   Phone: 519.284.4408   |   Cell: 226.374.8231
alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca  |  www.adultlearningperth.ca  |  Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth
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Thorndale Optimist Club continues to support area youth 

Fellowship feast: Church supper draws a huge crowd

Fueled by hope and a positive vi-
sion, the Thorndale Optimist Club is 
dedicated to inspiring and empow-
ering youth to be their very best. 

Since its founding in 1969, the 
club has been a vibrant force in sup-
porting young people across Thorn-
dale and the surrounding commu-
nity. Over the years, the club has 
hosted an annual bike rodeo and 
the community’s Easter Egg Hunt, 
which is well attended. 

Through their food booth at the 
Thorndale ballpark during the sum-
mer and at the Thorndale Fall Fair, 
they earn funds to donate to area 
youth sports, to the local food bank, 
Ronald McDonald House, help fill 
the West Nissouri School pantry 
with wholesome foods, the school’s 
Grade 8 class trip and other youth 
programs.

At their October dinner meeting 

at the Thorndale Family Restaurant, 
the Thorndale Optimist Club for-
mally welcomed new members with 
the official assistance of the mid-
western Ontario district governor 
Bill Adams. As well at this meeting, 
Adams inducted Melanie Sorsenson 
as the club’s new president for 2025-
2026 with the passing of the gavel 
from Bill Tipping.

“Bill has led our Optimist Club 
for many years,” Sorensen said, 
“and we are grateful for his dedi-
cated service and leadership over 
the years. I am excited to take on 
the president’s role, lead the club 
and build on new ideas that are in 
the works. We are always looking 
for new members who want to get 
involved in our community and 
who are passionate about helping 
our young citizens grow strong and 
happy. 

“Please feel free to call or text me, 
Melanie, if you have any questions 
at 519-857-7795.”

Church suppers have a special way 
of bringing the community together. 
They offer a chance to share a meal 
with neighbours, connect with new 
residents and celebrate the spirit of to-
getherness that defines the Thorndale 
area. 

These gatherings also play a vital 
role in supporting local churches.

On Tuesday, Oct. 21, the Thorndale 
United Church hosted its annual Beef 
Supper, selling an impressive 875 tick-
ets. Held at the Thorndale Lions Com-
munity Centre, the event welcomed 
both dine-in guests and busy families 
who opted for takeout.

Yvonne Elliott, a member of the 
supper’s organizing committee, ex-
pressed heartfelt gratitude. 

“Many thanks to the community 
and beyond for supporting us,” she 
said. “We also greatly appreciate our 
church members, local residents and 
student volunteers who all contributed 
to the success of our church supper.”

Pictured from left are new Thorndale Optimist Club members Deane and Kailen Mulcahy, Thorndale 
Optimist 2025-2026 president Melanie Sorensen, new members Jill Marshall and Patti Kemp, and 
Optimist Michael Fernando. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Thorndale News A section within the 
St. Marys Independent

Support
Local 
Businesses
Check out our website for business and community info at ilovethorndale.ca

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

Area residents attended the annual beef supper at Thorndale United Church on Oct. 21. (NANCY ABRA PHOTO)
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OBITUARY

Schmidt
Lorianne Louise Schmidt - In 
every stitch she made, a bit of 
her heart remains.
April 29, 1938 – October 22, 
2025
After a life filled with love, 
Lorianne passed away 
peacefully on Wednesday, 
October 22nd, at Kingsway 
Lodge in St. Marys.  While 

dementia dimmed her final years, she is now at peace, 
and her light continues to shine in the hearts of those 
who knew and loved her. 
Lorianne Schmidt (nee Fuller) was born in the 
Stratford General Hospital on April 29th, 1938, only 
5 days after the man who would become her beloved 
husband of 65 years, Robert (Bob) Schmidt (deceased 
April 4th, 2025).  She spent her childhood on her 
family farm in Downie Township, her adult years on 
the Schmidt family century farm in Ellice Township 
and retired to St. Marys where they designed and 
built their dream house on the hill.
Together, Bob and Lorianne raised four daughters: 
Nancy (Chris Buck), Heather (Jamie Horne), and Kim 
(Mark McKay). She was predeceased in 1970 by their 
infant son, and in 2022, by their eldest daughter, 
Kathryn (Kathy McPhail). She was also predeceased 
by her younger brother, Allan Fuller.  
A proud and loving grandmother to Jon McPhail 
(Krysten), Dan Buck (Celyne), Julie Wiffen (Brady), 
Jamie Buck (Brooklynn), Jenna Hazen (Mike), Emma 
Coughlin (Braiden), Andy McKay (Corrina), Justin 
McKay (Courtney), Ashley McKay (Connor), Mike 
Buck (Meghan), and Mathew Buck (Stephanie); and 
great-grandchildren, Maxwell, Eliana (Matthew and 
Stephanie), Lawson, Ledger (Mike and Meghan), 
Raelynn (Dan and Celyne); Noah, Jake, Theo (Jon and 
Krysten); Leo, Scottie (Julie and Brady); Blake (Jenna 
and Mike), Adelaide (Justin and Courtney), Brodie 
(Andy and Corrina), and Noa (Emma and Braiden).
Lorianne spent her life in dedication to the family 
farm and the community.  She was a born leader – 
first as a teacher, and then joyfully volunteering her 
time in the service of others.  For many years, she 
led 4-H groups and held many positions with the 
Kuhryville and Provincial Women’s Institutes. She 
was also a faithful member of St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Ellice Township (Moserville), and the 
ELW. 
She found great joy in sewing and quilting – her 
quilts, baby blankets, wall hangings and coasters are 
in the homes of many families and friends.  
Like Bob, she was an avid collector – snowmen 
figurines came home from many trips and became 
part of her special collection.  
Winters were spent in Arizona with Bob, where she 
was the Treasurer of the Desert Sun community for 
years, taught sewing and quilting, and enjoyed time 
with dear friends.  
We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to the 
incredible staff at Kingsway Lodge in St. Marys where 
Mom spent her last 2 years.  
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Kingsway 
Lodge (Activity Fund) or to the Rotary Hospice 
Stratford Perth in her memory.  
A private family service will be held to celebrate her 
life. www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com

Riddell
The memories never fade

The very finest

Dr. Robert Lyle (Sam) Riddell D.C.
January 12, 1916 - October 28, 2009

Missed by Bethany and St. Marys

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

Bieber
Wilfred Roy Bieber - Oct 27, 1995 

In loving memory of our Father, 
Grandfather, Brother and friend. 

Cherished in our memories for 30 years.
You may not be with us, we can’t believe it’s been 

30 years.
Where you held our hands and helped us with our 

fears.
The memories of you and your laughter we hold 

dearly in our heart.
Like you playing the piano by the street light or 

taking a car apart.
You always put your family first with our mother 

by your side.
I hope you are up in heaven fishing, hunting with 

your loving bride.
You were a hard working man with calloused 

hands but had a heart of gold.
You always put others first, you would never leave 

them out in the cold.
Now we hold the hands of our children and see 

some of you in them.
Looking at the lessons you have taught us and 

knowing where it all stems.
You may not be with us, we can’t believe it’s been 

30 years.
The love and kindness that you have showed us, 

we will always hold so dear.

OPEN HOUSE

The family of Dave & Carol Miller invite you to 
help celebrate their 50th anniversary

Nov. 8, 2025 from 2 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Purple Hill Music Hall

20903 Purple Hill Road, Thorndale
Please no gifts, your presence is the greatest present of all

50th Anniversary Open House
DAVE & CAROL MILLER

Peaker
Tom Peaker - October 28th, 2020 

Our lives go on without you
But nothing is the same,

We have to hide our heartaches
When someone speaks your name.

Sad are the hearts that love you
Silent the tears that fall,

Living our hearts without you
Is the hardest part of all.

You did so many things for us
Your heart was kind and true,

And when we needed to talk to someone
We could always count on you.
The special years will not return

When we were all together,
But with the love within our hearts

You will walk with us forever.
Lovingly remembered and dearly missed by,

Marilyn, Tate, Krystal, Brody, Jonathan and families.

IN MEMORIAM

168 SPA
Nails & Waxing

Acrylic/Gel
Shellac

Manicure
Pedicure

Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm., Closed Sunday

Phone 226-661-4168
104 Queen St. E. St. Marys, On. N4X 1A3
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FERN PRIDHAM – Real Estate Broker

519.274.2885
fernpridham@gmail.com

Sponsored by:

Sudoku

Id: 98794

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 23

1 5
3 7

6 2 9 8
8 3

5 1 9 2
2 1 3

5 7 2
4 2 6

Solution
8 7 4 6 1 2 5 3 9

1 3 9 5 8 4 2 6 7

6 5 2 3 7 9 4 8 1

9 8 7 2 5 3 1 4 6

5 6 3 8 4 1 7 9 2

4 2 1 9 6 7 3 5 8

3 1 5 7 9 6 8 2 4

7 9 8 4 2 5 6 1 3

2 4 6 1 3 8 9 7 5

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

Solutions on pg. 31

Looking 
Back

Stacey’s song (has got it going on)
25 years ago (2000)
Police are investigating three incidents that 

happened overnight on October 22. The change 
machine at the car wash on Queen Street West 
was tampered with, but no theft occurred, and 
damage is minimal. A Pontiac car parked over-
night on Water Street had three tires slashed, 
with damage estimated at $300. Someone also 
threw a beer bottle through the DCVI cafeteria 
window, causing $500 in damage.

Stacey Wheal will be performing live on Oc-
tober 27 on London’s CFPL television station. 
Stacey will perform three numbers from her CD 
“Bluebird”. The album has been receiving air-
play on CBC and several other radio stations for 
the past several months.

50 years ago (1975)
The winning ticket for the purebred heifer calf 

was drawn at the Western Hereford Association 
banquet in Palmerston on Friday night. The win-
ner was Mrs. Norm Moffatt of Rogers Ave, St. 
Marys.

A group of over 20 area secondary school his-
tory teachers visited the St. Marys Collegiate on 
Friday, as a tour of the community was planned 
for them. Veteran St. Marysite L.W. (Curly) Wil-
son served as a very capable guide on the tour. 
A luncheon at the Sir Joe Restaurant was also 
enjoyed.

75 years ago (1950)
William Somerville is wearing a patch over his 

right eye this week, the result of an accident on 
the weekend when a knot from a stick of wood he 
was chopping with an axe flew upwards, striking 
his eyeglasses, breaking the lens, and cutting his 
eyeball.

A photographer from a Toronto daily newspa-
per got the surprise of his photographic career on 
Saturday evening last while taking flash photos 
of the new St. Marys Memorial Hospital. Just as 
the Toronto “snapper” was all lined up to take 
what he thought was a particularly fine human 
interest shot, another photographer arrived and 
over his shoulder as it were, snapped the scene 
before him. The words that followed are not be-
ing reproduced here.

100 years ago (1925)
St. Marys manufacturers and storekeepers 

have decided not to observe the half holiday this 
Thursday afternoon in accordance with the rec-
ommendation of the Government of Ottawa. Em-
ployees will however be allowed the customary 
opportunity to cast their votes.

A regular scourge of auto accessory thieving 
appears to be afflicting Downie Township. Re-
cently a young man driving his car over the de-
tour on the Provincial highway east of St. Marys 
had the misfortune to crash into the ditch. While 
he was at a neighbouring farm telephoning for 
help, some unprincipled scoundrels carried off 
the tires, headlight lenses and other removable 
gear from his car.

AMY CUBBERLEY

Independent Columnist

Dear Editor,
On behalf of the St. Marys Memorial Hospital Aux-

iliary and the Rotary Club of St. Marys, we sincerely 
thank the community for supporting The Stitch Mar-
ket. We are beyond grateful to the many donors who 
gave fabrics, yarns, notions, books, sewing machines 
and anything to do with stitching! 

We received six truckloads and numerous individu-
al drop-offs. Over 300 shoppers benefitted from your 
kindness, allowing us to raise well over $8,000 in total. 

Thanks are extended to the St. Marys Independent 
for promoting the event and we are especially grate-

ful to Hyggeligt Fabrics who promoted, received and 
stored donations until ready for pickup, and the St. 
Marys United Church, who allowed us to store the 
mounds of donations until we were ready to sort. 

Finally, a huge thank you to the many volunteers 
from the Auxiliary, the Rotary Club and the commu-
nity who came forward to collect, sort and arrange the 
mind-boggling selection of donations!

Sincerely,
Diane O’Shea, Rotary Club of St. Marys
Janis Fread, St. Marys Memorial Hospital Auxiliary

Thank you for supporting the Stitch Market

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are that of their authors and do not reflect the opinions of 
the St. Marys Independent or Grant Haven Media.

The Town of St. Marys is hosting its next Municipal 
Hazardous and Special Product Disposal Day on Sat-
urday, Nov. 1. 

The event will run from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Mu-
nicipal Operations Centre (MOC) located at 408 James 
St. S (enter off South Service Road). It is open to resi-
dents of St. Marys and Perth South. 

Items that will be accepted at the disposal event 
include:

- Acids, aerosol cans, antifreeze
- Bases, batteries, bleach
- Compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs), fluorescent 

tubes
- Fertilizers, fuels, garden and pool chemicals

- Household cleaners, motor oil, paints, pesticides
- Propane tanks/cylinders, solvents, stains, Varsol
All materials must be sealed and in their original 

containers with labels. Materials should be transport-
ed in the rear of vehicles (trunk, truck bed, etc.) and 
contained in rigid containers for safe transport and un-
loading. Vehicles with materials in the back or front 
seat will be redirected to a separate area of the parking 
lot where they can be moved to the trunk or tailgate. 
Residents are asked to remain in their vehicles at all 
times as materials will be unloaded by trained staff.

Please note that the MHSW depot that was located 
at the St. Marys Landfill has now been closed, and 
MHSW material will no longer be received at the land-
fill.

For more information about waste disposal services 
in St. Marys, visit townofstmarys.com/MHSW.

Town hosting Municipal Hazardous 
and Special Product Event on Nov. 1
ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT

Staff Contribution

FSRA# 10315

Andrew Darling
Mortgage Agent Level 1,  Lic #M25000482

Cell: 226.376.1641 
Email: Andrew.Darling@mortgagegroup.com 

Web: www.andrewd.tmgbroker.com
Ask me about reverse mortgages and all 

your mortgage needs!

CELEBRATION
Georgina's 90th birthday

OPEN HOUSE
Georgina McGregor and family would like to 

invite friends and family to drop in to the open 
house to celebrate Georgina’s 90th birthday

Kingsway Lodge 310 Queens St E., St. Marys
in the Fairhill Lounge

Please no gifts. In leiu of donation to your local food bank would be welcomed

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 9TH 
FROM 1 PM TO 4 PM
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 or email
info@stmarysindependent.com 
to inquire about our directory

BARBER EAVESTROUGH REAL ESTATE HOME CARE

INSURANCE

HEAT / COOL

ELECTRICAL

PLUMBING

SEAMSTRESS

SENIORS

TAKE OUT FOOD

WATER TREATING

MUSIC

LANDSCAPING

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL

519.701.8838
eavestrough@sure-seal.ca

Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum

Gutter Guard • Heavy Built
Fascia • Soffit • Trim Bending & More

WES BENNET • ST. MARYS ON

Providing specialized care for:
Stoma - Cancer - Diabetes - Neurological Disorders 

Epilepsy - Spinal Injury
In addition to every day care

Serving St. Marys and Area since 2022

Call 519-301-7791 (PSW1) 
www.cricket-care.com 

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
Give us a call today!

O�ering Insurance Services for:

199 Elgin St E  • St. Marys  ON • 519-284-1900 
inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

ECRA/ESA# 7016671

GREAT SERVICE 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
Full Service Electrical Solutions 

226-921-1739
info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com

Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St., St. Marys

Robson Scrap Metal
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Better Ways For Seniors Ltd.
519.868.3021

don@betterwaysforseniors.com

www.BetterWaysForSeniors.com

BetterWaysForSeniors

Don Ewert

PAINTING

 Painting and Handyman  Painting and Handyman 
in and around St. Marysin and around St. Marys
Call Alex at 519-636-5874
for more information

118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

Mon 
CLOSED

Tues to Thurs 
11-9

Fri and Sat 
11-10

Sun 
3-8

SALES 
SERVICE 
RENTALS

Call Dave for more info 
at 519.349.2040

Linda Vandermolen
Landscape Artist

Weeding, Mulching, Leaf Raking, 
Transplanting small plants
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BIN RENTAL 
OR FULL JUNK 

REMOVAL

519-284-2221
www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca

TREE SERVICE

Trimming, Removals, Stumps, Fertilizing 

JOEL’S TREE SERVICE
519-272-5742

www.joelstreeservice.com

CALL 519.284.0041 
TO INQUIRE ABOUT 

OUR BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

CLEANING

Spotless Cleaning Plus
St. Marys and Surrounding Area

Sheila LeBlanc
519-630-2665
spotless@writeme.com

spotlesscleaningplus.wixsite.com/clean

BE IN THE KNOW! Get the Latest Edition 
Delivered Straight to Your Inbox!

granthaven.com/st-marys-independent

St. Marys Independent

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM

TREE CARE

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE
519-521-9965

Tree & Hedge Pruning & Removal
Utility Line Clearing

Professional Arborist Reports
Urban Forestry Consulting

ISA Board Certified Master Arborist
Keep your dollars in Canada to support 
local businesses and strengthen 
communities.

PUT YOUR 
MONEY  
WHERE 
YOUR 
HOUSE IS  
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop, 
Fold, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, 
Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For more information: Diamond 
Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

WANTED TO BUY
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.Are you 
downsizing or need an estate clean out? We can help. Call or text 
Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, Pepsi or any 
pop company. Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc. Old 
radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches, old fruit 
jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and signs - Red 
Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture. If you are moving or 
cleaning out stuff please contact me - 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE
Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears, peaches, plums, 
sweet and sour cherries, apricots, nectarines, blueberries, haskapp 
grapes, raspberries, elderberries etc. Lots of spruce, pine, cedars 
for windbreak and privacy hedges. Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers 
ready to go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon-Sat 7:00am 
to 6:00pm. Martin’s Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON 
N0G 2X0 (1 Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line)

FOR RENT
Large three bedroom downtown apartment in classic building. 
Three storeys walk up above Gilly’s. Completely renovated, 
exquisite mahogany panelling, refinished wood floors, fresh 
paint. Includes all utilities. A/C, heat, wi-fi, laundry, parking etc. 
References required. Available Oct. 1st. Call 519-697-4985

HOME CLEANING
Jacquie’s Home cleaning and home interior painting. Call or text 
519-274-5761

FOUND
DeWalt Hedge Trimmer. Please call 519-274-2711

SERVICE
For just $20, Steve can turn the music from your favourite vinyl 
record or cassette tape into mp3 files. The sound quality is just 
as good as the original record or tape and the process is ideal for 
downsizing your belongings. Email Steve, sde0037@gmail.com, for 
details.

Sudoku

Id: 98794

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 23

1 5
3 7

6 2 9 8
8 3

5 1 9 2
2 1 3

5 7 2
4 2 6

Solution
8 7 4 6 1 2 5 3 9

1 3 9 5 8 4 2 6 7

6 5 2 3 7 9 4 8 1

9 8 7 2 5 3 1 4 6

5 6 3 8 4 1 7 9 2

4 2 1 9 6 7 3 5 8

3 1 5 7 9 6 8 2 4

7 9 8 4 2 5 6 1 3

2 4 6 1 3 8 9 7 5

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

SPONSORED 
BY:

McDonald’s St. Marys 
752 Queen St E

Founding and Forever partner of 
Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier 
on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 22
Friday, Oct 31
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon
- A.N.A.F. meat draw – 6 p.m.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Chatham Maroons at the PRC – 
7:30 p.m.
- A.N.A.F. Halloween party – 8 p.m., Prize for best 
costume
Saturday, Nov 1
- Municipal hazardous & special product disposal day at 
the MOC – 8 a.m. to Noon
- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field – 8 
a.m. to Noon, Final outdoor market
- SMCP presents “Hilda’s Yard” at the Town Hall theatre 
– 2 p.m.
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 p.m.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Komoka Kings at Komoka 
Wellness Centre – 7:15 p.m.
Sunday, Nov 2
- Legion bingo – Doors open 11:30 a.m., Play 1-4 p.m.
- SMCP presents “Hilda’s Yard” at the Town Hall theatre 
– 2 p.m.
Monday, Nov 3
- Community dinner at St. Marys United Church – 5 
p.m., Sponsored by town council
Tuesday, Nov 4
- Royal Canadian Legion buddy check coffee – 10 a.m. 
to Noon
- St. Marys Legion cribbage – Starts 7 p.m. sharp
Thursday, Nov 6
- Happy Valley walk-in flu vaccine clinic at the PRC – 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m.
- A.N.A.F. sausage on a bun lunch – 12-1:30 p.m.
- Nourish market at St. Marys United Church – 2-4 p.m.

THE WEEK AHEAD
St. Marys Independent

Tenders are conditional
on the severance of

the residential portion
to the sole satisfaction

of the Sellers.
To be Retained: (+ or - 135 Acres)

Workable Acres: (+ or - 128.5 Acres) Tiled @ 30ft.
All TENDERS must be received by Nov. 19 by 4:00pm
Contact Tom Daum Realtor® For All Showing,
Mapping & Tender Packages at 519-301-9150
*Maximizing Your Farm Real Estate Potential*

For Complete Farm Service

FARM FOR SALE BY TENDER
4101 Line 26, Perth South - 135 Acres

TOM DAUM REALTOR®

519-301-9150 | TomDaumRealtor@gmail.com

BUYING, SELLING, TENDER & SUCCESSION PLANNING

QUIZ ANSWERS
1. A werewolf
2. A coven
3. 1966
4. Scream
5. Michael Jackson’s 
“Thriller”

6. Slenderman
7. Brains
8. Scythe
9. Friday the 13th
10. Ghostbusters!

JOB SUMMARY
We are looking for a skilled Cabinet Maker/Installer with 
a strong background in woodworking and carpentry. The 

ideal candidate can read blueprints and craft  
high-quality cabinets, ensuring all work meets our 

excellence standards. You will collaborate with clients and 
team members to achieve exceptional results. 

RESPONSIBILITIES
• Read blueprints and schematics 
• Construct cabinets using woodworking techniques 
• Install cabinets at client locations 
• Execute restoration projects for existing cabinetry 
• Utilize CNC machinery for precise cuts 
• Use hand and power tools safely 
• Assist with heavy lifting during installations 
• Maintain a clean workspace 
SKILLS
• Proficient in blueprint reading 
• Strong woodworking and carpentry skills 
• Experience with CNC machinery 
• Able to lift heavy items 
• Detail-oriented with a commitment to quality 

Join our team as a Cabinet Maker, and help create 
beautiful, functional spaces for our clients. 

We look forward to your application!
Please send resume to mark@cleanbuilt.ca

HELP WANTED

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390

THURSDAYS FROM 12 - 1:30 
Sausage on a Bun $4.00 | Beer or liquor $3.75

MEAT DRAW EVERY FRIDAY AT 6:00 PM 

NOW OPEN SUNDAY 12-4 PM

HALLOWEEN PARTY FRI OCT. 31ST
Entertainment: Jessica Damen & Co.
8pm to close | Prize for Best Costume

FOR HALL RENTALS 
CALL 519.271.5343

Sun. Oct. 19 - Ron Mckay, Stratford 		  $50.00

Mon. Oct. 20 - Don & Bev Bragg, St. Marys 	 $50.00

Tues. Oct. 21 - Luke Tinning, St. Pauls 		  $50.00

Wed. Oct. 22 - Andy Stinnissen, St. Marys 	 $50.00

Thur. Oct. 23 - Steven Campbell, London 	 $50.00

Fri. Oct. 24 - Carolyn Klomp, St. Pauls 		  $50.00

Sat. Oct. 25 - Cora Nash, Victoria B. C. 		 $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM



St. Marys Independent 32 Thursday, October 30, 2025


