
ECHO TAKES HOME CHAMBER AWARD
The Woodstock Ingersoll Echo was presented with the Professional Services Award at last week’s Chamber of Commerce 
business awards dinner in Beachville. From left to right are Editor Lee Griffi, Publisher Stewart Grant, Advertising Repre-
sentative/Distributer Sue Pieters and Salesperson Mamta Patel. Read about all the winners on page 16.
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Oxford County releases 2026
draft budget

Members of Oxford County Council recently had 
their first look at next year’s document, which comes 
in with an operating budget of $227.8 million and a 
capital portion of $127.9 million.

The largest portion of county expenditures is water 
and wastewater, at 28 per cent, followed by 19 per cent 
spent on roads, and the three Woodingford Lodge sites 
account for 11 per cent of the total budget.

If approved in its current form, residents of the low-
er-tier municipalities — such as East Zorra-Tavistock 

— would see a 5.1 per cent increase, equivalent to a 
$75 rise in the average tax bill. City of Woodstock res-
idents would see a 5 per cent increase, or about $66 
more.

“$96.3 million is what we are requesting for the 
budget, which is a $6.5 million increase or a 7.2 per 
cent increase required to be raised from taxation,” ex-
plained Manager of Finance Carolyn King, who pre-
sented to council.

“It is important to note there is supplementary 
growth within the property taxes, resulting in about a 
5 per cent increase to the average residential property 
bill.”

Woodstock Hospital has released a long-awaited up-
date on the progress of the Oxford HART Hub.

“Woodstock Hospital and a network of local partners, 
collaborating through the Oxford Ontario Health Team 
(OHT), are pleased to announce a phased-in approach to 
services for the Oxford Homelessness and Addiction Re-
covery Treatment (HART) Hub - a made-in-Oxford mod-
el of care that will connect health, housing, and social 
supports across the County,” according to a press release. 

The release stated that while the term “Hub” may sound 
like a single site, it is actually a coordinated system of 
local organizations working together to lead people to 
supports for recovery and long-term stability. 

“Part of this new system will be the Oxford County 
Wellness Centre. To ensure residents can begin accessing 
services while construction continues at the permanent 
Wellness Centre at 16 Graham Street, a temporary loca-
tion will open at 369 Huron Street in Woodstock,” added 
the release. The location is the former Woodstock Private 
Hospital, which operated for years as a small long-term 
care home.

“The temporary site allows us to start helping people 
right now while building toward the full vision of the 
HART Hub,” said Teresa Martins, Executive Director of 
the Oxford OHT. “By working together across organiza-
tions, we’re ensuring that care is seamless — the right 
help, at the right time, close to home.” 

A new central intake process launched on Nov. 3, al-
lowing those looking for mental health and addictions 
support to self-refer by calling 519-537-2382, Monday 
through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Woodstock Hospital 
releases HART Hub 
update
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Accepting
CDCP
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patients with the

Canadian Dental Care
Program.

Keeping your smile looking great and feeling happy is the
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Central intake begins for 
phased-in services at
temporary wellness centre 

The HART Hub is phasing in several 
services, including 24/7 central intake 
supports and system navigation, outpa-
tient group therapy sessions to support 
recovery and wellness, mental health and 
addictions transitional supportive hous-
ing and primary care. There will also be 
four beds for “withdrawal management 
and six beds for addiction supportive 
treatment.” 

The temporary Wellness Centre will 
be staffed by a multidisciplinary team, 
including nursing staff, social workers, 
peer support workers, and recreation-
al therapists. There will also be on-site 
security, ensuring a safe and supportive 
environment for all clients, staff, and 
neighbours. 

“We are proud to begin offering addi-
tional mental health and addiction sup-
ports for Woodstock and Oxford County 
residents,” said Perry Lang, Woodstock 
Hospital President and CEO. “I want to 
thank the staff and service providers in-
volved in reaching this important mile-
stone in the Oxford HART Hub’s imple-
mentation. This work lays the foundation 
for the future Oxford County Wellness 
Centre on Graham Street.” 

The temporary Huron Street location 
is a voluntary treatment and recovery fa-
cility with four withdrawal management 
beds and six supportive treatment beds. 

“Individuals may stay in the withdraw-
al management beds for up to 14 days and 
in the supportive treatment beds for up to 
three months. Bed-based care will begin 
in December. Also starting in December, 
there will be community mental health 
and addictions programming accessible 
without a residential stay in welcoming, 
accessible community spaces across Ox-
ford County,” explained Jillaine Blair, 
Manager of Outpatient Mental Health and 
Addictions.

“We would prefer not to use the term 
‘sheltering’ to avoid public confusion 
about this being a shelter. The Wellness 
Centre is a voluntary treatment and re-
covery facility, not a shelter and not a 
supervised drug consumption site,” she 
added.

Lang said significant progress has been 
made at the Graham Street site. Soil re-
mediation and interior demolition are 
complete, and a site plan approval has 
been submitted to the city and county for 
their review and approval.

“We have engaged a general contrac-
tor and are working with architects to 
accelerate construction. We don’t have 
a potential opening date just yet. We un-
derstand the urgent need for these ser-
vices in our community, and that’s why 
we opened the temporary site on Huron 
Street,” he added.

Lang said a great deal of foundational 
work has been happening, including the 
formation of an implementation team and 
working groups representing more than 

16 community organizations.  
“The Oxford OHT hosted co-design 

sessions across Oxford County with near-
ly 100 participants, including people with 
lived and living experience of homeless-
ness and addiction. The Oxford United 
Way also hosted Harwood Community 
Conversations about the Oxford HART 
Hub.”

Lang admitted they have received some 
questions and concerns from some resi-
dents about the Graham Street location, 
which is why a community consultation 
was completed. 

“A report on what we learned from this 
engagement will be shared soon. We feel 
the concerns may stem from confusion 
about what the Wellness Centre will be 
and what it’s not. It is a voluntary treat-
ment and recovery facility — not a shelter 
and not a supervised drug consumption 
site. It is designed to help people safely 
begin or continue recovery with dignity.” 

The centre will be staffed 24/7 by 
healthcare professionals, including nurs-
es, social workers, peer support workers, 
therapists, nurse practitioners and, over 
time, psychiatrists - and supported by on-
site security to help maintain a safe en-
vironment for clients, staff, and the sur-
rounding community. 

“When people get the right care at the 
right time, emergency visits drop, crises 
are less visible, and communities become 
safer for everyone, including business-
es, schools, and neighbours. The Oxford 
HART Hub helps local people stabilize, 
recover, and return to fuller participation 
in community life, contributing to Ox-
ford’s safety, health, and shared well-be-
ing,” added Lang. 

Next year, the HART Hub client contin-
uum of care, which will include primary 
care, case management and transitional 
housing service types, will be phased in.  

When completed, the permanent Well-
ness Centre at 16 Graham Street will of-
fer 50 beds and a full continuum of co-lo-
cated services under one roof.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The former Woodstock Private Hospital is 
now the site of the Oxford HART Hub’s tem-
porary Wellness Centre. The building will 
offer several services, including transition-
al housing while construction continues at 
the permanent Graham Street location.

(LEE GRIFFI PHOTO)
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The budget began back in June with the launch of a com-
munity budget survey. Those results were presented to 
council in September. County staff started their work on 
building the document in June, including five meetings with 
the senior leadership team to debate the budget behind the 
scenes. 

“About 3 per cent of the increase is delivering the same 
level of services in 2026 as we did in 2025,” explained War-
den Marcus Ryan, who added inflation is the main factor 
behind the hike.

“The average resident experiences the Consumer Price 
Index, but municipalities see a mix of that, along with the 
Construction Price Index, which is generally one to two per 
cent higher. About 2 per cent of the increase is service level 
improvements or changes, and that’s where the opportunity 
is for council to decide if they are worth it or not.”

He added most of the extra expense comes from areas 
identified by taxpayers as departments they wanted to see 
improvements in.

“There is an allocation of $400,000 for housing and 
homelessness to better integrate with the HART Hub and 
start moving people out of encampments and emergency 
shelters, and into the Hub for treatment. I don’t think any-
one (on council) wants to cut that.”   

Ryan admitted he has had discussions with some coun-
cillors about some potential cost savings, but time will tell 
if those conversations result in any savings for taxpayers. 

The operating budget supports key county services that 
residents rely on every day — from affordable housing and 
support for vulnerable people to clean drinking water, safe 
roads, paramedic services, long-term care, community 
planning, and libraries.

The capital plan for municipal infrastructure includes 
$75.3 million in capital reserve transfers for future fund-
ing of roads, bridges, water and wastewater infrastructure, 
facilities, information technology and more, as outlined in 
Oxford County's Asset Management Plan.

The budget introduces several new initiatives, including 
the creation of a Homelessness Support Services Fund, a 
review of Paramedic Services deployment and facilities, 
and the development of a new Official Plan to guide future 
community growth and development.

25.5 new full-time equivalent (FTE) staff positions are 

also proposed, including 5.6 at Woodingford Lodge, 5 in 
paramedic services, 2.8 in facilities and 2.5 for the public 
library system. 

“A lot of those, depending on what department they are 
in, are covered under grants or other levels of funding. A 
large chunk of those FTEs are paramedics and council did 
get a report in the fall outlining our response times.”

The Echo reached out to the county to find out how many 
of the new FTEs are funded and was given a confusing ex-
planation. It appears 0.6 of the 25.5 will be funded directly 
from grants in 2026, but the rest will come directly from the 
taxpayer, at least for now.

“Some FTEs will be funded through other sources. Some 
examples include 7.0 FTE for paramedic services – will be 
eventually funded through future provincial grants (coun-
ty will receive 50/50 provincial funding, but this lags one 
year),” said a statement from the county.

Ryan said the county has seen a six per cent increase in 
ambulance calls over the last few years, but only two per 
cent in population growth. 

“Where is that other four per cent coming from? There is 
a demographic shift. As we all get older, we tend to call on 
all forms of healthcare more frequently, but some people 
don’t have access to primary care.”

He added homeless people experiencing exposure to the 
weather or having mental health and addiction issues have 
also put a strain on the system.

“Unless we want to accept longer response times for am-
bulances, we are going to have to allocate more resources. 
I think we also have to look at our municipal partners in 
Perth, Elgin and Middlesex, to see if there are ways we can 
collaborate to try and meet acceptable response times.”

Ryan said he didn’t want to rule out council cutting any of 
the new FTEs or other budget expenditures, but added the 
county has a long and extensive process for councillors to 
have a full picture of what is in the draft.

“I am always reluctant to speculate where council is going 
to go. I have had one-on-one discussions with every mem-
ber of council to figure out where they were at, and some 
of them have some pretty creative ideas to bring forward.”        

The warden did single out a request from staff for a ded-
icated road safety person which amounts to .2 per cent on 
the overall levy. 

“That person would be assigned to specifically look at 
situations to see if an intersection should be changed to a 
four-way stop or a roundabout. Do we need to implement 
other forms of traffic calming and almost every member of 
council will tell you one of the most common calls from 
residents is about traffic safety and speed control.” 

Ryan said it is an item council could easily cut, but it 
would make the county less responsive to traffic safety con-
cerns.

“That’s the hard debate council is going to have. There is 
an opportunity to cut the tax increase, but do we want the 
service?”

2026 municipal property taxes would fund just under a 
quarter of the budget at 23.4 per cent. Other funding sourc-
es include provincial and federal funding, reserves (funds 
earmarked for future expenses), user fees, and other charges 
and debentures. 

Special budget meetings are streamed live at www.ox-
fordcounty.ca/livestream with the next one booked for Nov. 
24. The final document will be up for a final review and vote 
on Dec. 10.

Residents looking at 5 per cent tax hike
OXFORD COUNTY TAX LEVY INCREASES FROM 2020 TO 2025

YEAR GENERAL LEVY AMOUNT
LEVY INCREASE OVER PRIOR 

YEAR

2020 $62.8 million 5.8 %

2021 $63.7 million 1.4 %

2022 $66.6 million 4.6 %

2023 $70.8 million 6.3 %

2024 $82.6 million 16.7 %

2025 $89.8 million 6.6 %

2026 (proposed) $96.3 million 5.1 %

The levy rose from $62.844 million in 2020 to $89.8 million in 2025, a total increase of just under $27  million or 
43 per cent. The average annual levy increase from 2020 to 2025 was 7.7 per cent.
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Hi Ingersoll! 
My name is Kyrah Smith, and I’m your 

friendly neighbourhood journalist. 
Originally, I lived in Woodstock, but 

I’ve been an Ingersoll resident since 
2016, almost ten years, which feels unre-
al. I’ve always loved to write and draw; 
anything artsy and you could count me 
in. During COVID, I earned a degree in 
2D animation and graphic design. I was 
also awarded a distinction in illustration, 
and I’m a very novice ukulele player. 

Writing has always been a safe place 
for me. I’ve written plays, screenplays, 
ghost walk monologues, short stories, 
and research articles for previous em-
ployers. Growing up, I was fairly in-
troverted, but I never felt shy about 
sharing stories, whether fictional or fac-
tual. I love telling stories, through art or 
through writing. 

When I first applied for work at the 
Echo, I was leaning more toward the 
graphic design side of the paper, but 
sometimes the universe has other plans. 

I ended up being hired to cover local 
events. 

Although I’ve lived in this small town 
for nearly a decade, I’m ashamed to say 
I didn’t realize how vibrant and active 
our community really is. I’d always 
overlooked it, not on purpose, of course. 
It wasn’t until I started doing coverage 
for the Echo that I began to truly pay 
attention. It’s opened my eyes. I’ve had 
such a lovely time researching this town, 
attending events, and meeting peo-
ple. There’s something to be said about 
small-town charm; something Ingersoll 
has plenty of. 

I’ve always wanted to live in Stars 
Hollow, a quirky fictional town from one 
of my favourite TV shows, full of life, 
community, and spirit. How ironic that 
I was living in the real-life version of it 
without even knowing. 

I’m looking forward to attending fu-
ture events and connecting even more 
with this fantastic community! 

If you have any stories or upcoming 
events, feel free to send me an email at 
kyrahsmith1@gmail.com. 

Cheers! 

COLOUR

(KYRAH SMITH PHOTO)

KYRAH SMITH

Echo Correspondent

Ingersoll, I’ve been getting to know you…
now it’s my turn to introduce myself 



Woodstock Ingersoll Echo6 November 21, 2025

*A comprehensive hearing assessment is provided to adults ages 19 and older at no cost. The results of this assessment will be 
communicated verbally to you. Depending on the province you’re located in, an administrative fee may apply if a copy of an Audiological 
Report is requested. Child hearing tests are conducted at select locations for a fee, please contact us for more information. Offer not 
applicable for industrial hearing tests. Up to $2,100 off offer expires on 01/31/2026. Information within this offer may vary or be subject 
to change. Interest rates starting at 0%. Deposit may be required. Borrower must be age of majority and have a Canadian bank account. 
Financing is available on select core-brand hearing aids and at select HearingLife locations. Some conditions apply, see clinic for details.  
Offers not valid in Quebec. [1]Source: review.nps.today/r/HearingLife-Canada. This coupon cannot be combined with other promotions. 
Limit one coupon per client per transaction. Value not redeemable for cash. See clinic for details.
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OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR
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hearing aids*

$2,100
up to

No credit checks or hidden fees*

“
“

When paired with comprehensive hearing care, 
today’s advanced hearing aids are typically 

small and discreet, while being able to improve 
auditory experiences and restore meaningful 

connections.

Katie Koebel, Audiologist, M.Cl.Sc., Reg. CASLPO

+ 0% financing  
for 12 months*

Mention code: NSP-BKFD-WDECH

Book online HearingLife.ca/2100

1-888-446-3029

Keep being you Love your ears

Woodstock -  
Medical Centre 

645 Finkle Street, Suite 2200 

Ingersoll 
120 Thames Street N, Unit 9 

Floral Buds
& DESIGN

Premium Floral Arrangements
And Gift Baskets For All Occassions
Florist-Designed and
Hand-Delivered!

FREE
Local

Same Day
Delivery!

507 Dundas St, Woodstock | (519) 537-5700
www. floralbudsanddesign.com

The Hope and Homes dinner was filled 
with inspiring tales of how Indwell is 
making a difference by providing homes 
to those in need. 

Indwell held its annual Hope and Homes 
dinner in Woodstock at the Maranatha 
Christian Reformed Church on the eve-
ning of Nov. 5. As the 100+ dinner guests, 
including residents of Indwell’s Blossom 
Park and Harvey Woods Lofts residenc-
es in Woodstock, had a barbeque chick-
en and roast beef dinner, members of the 
organization and greater community re-
flected on Indwell’s successes and future.

In the lobby before dinner, guests could 
view artwork created by residents, ex-
plore an interactive housing diorama, 
learn more about harm reduction and how 
to become involved with Indwell as a vol-
unteer, and/or purchase preserves made 
by Blossom Park residents. The preserves 
have ingredients from a community gar-
den started and run by Blossom Park res-
idents. 

The dinner highlighted the 10th an-
niversary of its Harvey Woods Lofts, a 
formerly abandoned textile factory trans-
formed into an 80-unit housing area, and 
residents in Indwell homes, both in-per-
son and via a short video, talked about 
how Indwell changed their lives for the 
better, including providing stability, a 
sense of belonging, and wrap-around sup-
ports, and improved their outlook on life. 

"Every day, we see people move from 
crisis to stability, from isolation to con-
nection, from surviving to thriving, and 
I am so grateful to be part of this com-
munity with you," Tracy Daichendt, pro-
gram manager of Indwell, said during her 
speech at the dinner. 

Indwell is a Christian-based organiza-
tion providing affordable and supportive 
housing with support services for those 
with mental health challenges and has 
provided housing for more than 1,300 ten-
ants across Ontario. The organization has 
141 units in Woodstock and is looking to 
add more programming provincially, in-
cluding the first Sarnia/Lambton County 
Indwell location.

The organization also announced a new 
initiative called Gather, which will pro-
vide affordable housing to anyone strug-
gling to find a place to live in today’s 
housing market. 

More information about Indwell’s pro-
gramming can be found online by visiting 
https://indwell.ca.

Indwell’s Hope and Homes 
dinner showcases positive 
impacts, shares future plans
EMILY STEWART

Echo Correspondent

(RON YUZARK PHOTO)
Administration member Susan joined 
supporters Joanne and Cara in celebrating 
Indwell’s mission and the continued call for 
more affordable housing.

Visit us online at theecho.ca
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Woodstock Art Gallery encourages children to slow 
down and discover their creativity

After school and PA Day, art programs 
aim to ground children and explore the 
benefits of creative exposure. 

The Woodstock Art Gallery (WAG) of-
fers programs for children from five to 
twelve years old. Programs for children 
five and under are offered on Wednesdays 
once a month and must be accompanied by 
a caregiver. 

After school and PA Day programs are led 
and supervised by art educators who pro-
vide lessons, gallery tours and self-guided 
opportunities, which encourage space and 
creativity in child engagement.

“Being exposed to art allows time and 
space for someone to discover and express 
themselves and be curious in a safe envi-
ronment,” said Stephanie Porter, head of 
education at the WAG. 

“Children have no fear, which makes 

them more eager to make a mark on a blank 
piece of paper. It comes naturally to them. I 
think learning art at an early age develops 
that curiosity and awareness of the world 

around them.” 
Educational programming plays a signif-

icant role in the community and is central 
to the gallery’s learning model. She noted 

that humans are natural creators, and it’s 
never too late to explore one’s creativity, 
regardless of age.

The programs are designed to build 
confidence, encourage socialization, and 
strengthen children’s problem-solving and 
critical-thinking skills.

“A lot of kids are really busy, and it’s al-
ways a good time to slow down,” said Por-
ter. “If you take five minutes to reflect on 
what you want to do and where you want to 
go, “It builds an appreciation and aware-
ness for the arts in everything they do in 
their life.”

Porter said she loves sharing what she 
knows about creativity with the communi-
ty and hopes that when someone new walks 
into the gallery, they feel safe and at peace. 

The gallery also offers programs for 
adults, youth and has all-ages drop-in ses-
sions. Teacher and school programs, birth-
day parties and team building sessions are 
also available.

ALEX HUNT

Echo Contributor

(ALEX HUNT PHOTO)Children exploring their creativity at the Woodstock Art Gallery.

The weekend of Nov. 15 proved to be a 
true kickoff to the holiday season in Inger-
soll, offering residents a blend of beloved 
traditions and fresh new festivities. 

The celebrations began with the much-
loved Ingersoll Rotary Christmas Parade, 
now in its 28th year. With the theme of 
Santa’s Workshop, the parade set off at 11 
a.m. from the corner of Wilson and Mutual 
Street, making its way to Harrisfield Pub-
lic School on Caffyn Street. The weather 
was mild, but the holiday spirit was any-
thing but; onlookers lined the streets in 
Santa hats and Christmas sweaters, ready 
to welcome the season. 

The Ingersoll Pipe Band proudly opened 
the procession, followed by Mayor Brian 
Petrie and Member of Parliament Arpan 
Khanna. A variety of local businesses and 
community groups joined in with festive 
floats, performances, and plenty of cheer. 
Candy canes were handed out to chil-
dren, and surprise appearances from The 
Grinch and Cindy Lou brought smiles to 

the crowd. The parade concluded with the 
stars of the season themselves, Santa and 
Mrs. Claus, waving to families as they 
passed. 

On November 16th, the town welcomed 
something new: a Christmas Market Pop-
Up hosted by Aftermath Tattoo Studios. 
The event offered a unique twist on holiday 
shopping, featuring alternative local ven-
dors such as Ink Envelope, Wilted Crafts, 
Curios and Oddities. Guests could snap 
a picture with Santa, sip complimentary 
hot chocolate courtesy of the Olde Bak-
ery Café, or even add some festive sparkle 
with hair tinsel installations. 

The market embraced a gothic holiday 
aesthetic, complete with a Christmas tree 
decorated in bats and skulls, a detail San-
ta himself playfully highlighted: “Where 
else in Ingersoll can you go to get hair 
tinsel and see a Christmas tree decorated 
with bats and skulls?” 

Together, the Christmas Parade and the 
Pop-Up Market made for a wonderful 
weekend of celebration. With festivities 
now in full swing, the holiday season in 
Ingersoll is just getting started.

KYRAH SMITH

Echo Correspondent

A Festive Weekend in Ingersoll 

(KYRAH SMITH PHOTO)
Festive Horses dressed as Reindeer at Ingersoll Rotary Santa Claus Parade.

(KYRAH SMITH PHOTO)
Ingersoll’s Aftermath Tattoo Studios and Santa at their Christmas Pop Up Market.

(KYRAH SMITH PHOTO)
Santa and Mrs. Claus at the 28th Annual Ingersoll Rotary Christmas Parade.
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On Nov. 9, the town of Ingersoll and Ox-
ford County warmly welcomed the open-
ing of its very first Hindu temple. Located 
at 239 Ossian Terrace, the new place of 
worship was established under the Global 
Organization for Divinity (G.O.D). 

The celebration began with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony attended by Member of Par-
liament Arpan Khanna and Ingersoll May-
or Brian Petrie, who both served as guests 
of honour. The newly renovated temple 
was adorned with red and yellow ribbons, 
setting a joyful and hopeful tone for the 
day. Some attendees even travelled from 
the United States to witness the landmark 
opening in Ontario. 

When invited to speak, MP Khanna 
reflected on the importance of spiritual 
grounding in today’s world. 

“You know, I think teachings and bless-
ings are what keep us going in life,” he 
said. “There’s many challenges that come 
with today’s day and age, with technology 
or cost of living, whatever it may be, you 
always need that foundation. You need that 
anchor in life that continues to inspire you, 
that continues to guide you, that is a rock 

for you in times of turbulence.” 
Khanna also acknowledged the organi-

zation’s meaningful name and mission, 
emphasizing unity. “We are all one,” he 
added, as he welcomed the temple and its 
members to the community. 

Mayor Petrie also shared heartfelt re-
marks, expressing gratitude for the warm 
reception. 

“It truly is a great honour to be here,” 
Petrie said. “I think it’s important that 
we go back to your model because it em-
bodies what community is. Community 
is built upon everybody working together 
toward a common goal. That’s what makes 
Ingersoll so strong. Nothing like this ever 
happens without hard work, so congratula-
tions on the outcome of that.” 

Following the speeches, both Khanna 
and Petrie took part in a traditional Hin-
du ritual. The ceremony continued with 
a musical performance by youth from the 
temple, showcasing the group’s dedication 
to blending rich traditions with modern 
expression. 

The temple extends a warm welcome to 
all who wish to visit or learn more. For ad-
ditional information, you can contact can-
ada.godivinity@gmail.com or visit http://
www.godivinity.ca.

KYRAH SMITH

Echo Correspondent

First Hindu Temple opens in Oxford County 

(KYRAH SMITH PHOTO)
Ribbon-cutting ceremony attended by Member of Parliament Arpan Khanna and Ingersoll 
Mayor Brian Petrie for First Hindu Temple Opening.

(KYRAH SMITH PHOTO)
Youth members of Global Organization of Divinity performing at Opening Ceremony.  

Contribute to your local 
community newspaper!
Send articles, sports or

event recaps, and photos
to info@theecho.ca

Echo

Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

1. �Bermuda is located in which 
Ocean?

2. �What is the highest female voice in 
a choir?

3. �What university is home to the 
Fighting Irish?

4. �What is also known as Japanese 
horseradish?

5. �The Wreck of the Edmund 
Fitzgerald occurred on what day?

6. �Who hit No.1 in 2008 with the song 
'Touch My Body'?

7. �What is the talking dog's name in 
"Family Guy"?

8. �What's the fancy name for a 
squirrel’s cozy little home?

9. �What country will host the 2026 
Winter Olympics?

10. �Who played Tony Soprano in The 
Sopranos?

By Jake Grant

Visit us online at theecho.ca
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Woodstock Library offers festive educational
programming for the holidays

A Library’s mission is to provide en-
gaging ways for the community to con-
nect, learn, and grow together.

The Woodstock Public Library will be 
offering a variety of free holiday and ad-
ditional programming.  Public Services 
Supervisor, Gillian Green, said that after 
approaching local partners and conduct-
ing surveys as part of the library’s new 
strategic plan, the community voiced a 
need for more educational programming 

“I think libraries play a huge role in 
supporting lifelong learning, and offer-
ing programs that reflect community 
interests is really important to us,” said 
Green. “We’re always open to sugges-
tions. We take those ideas, explore them, 
and see how they fit within the library’s 
service model and future direction. Our 
goal is to have something for everyone.”

Next month, featured educational pro-
gramming will include: 

• �Holiday-themed Coding with Scratch 
from ages six to 12 will take place on 
Dec. 4 from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Laptops and iPads are provided
• �For teens, Festive Holiday Orna-

ments will take place on Dec. 9 from 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Participants will 
have the opportunity to create a pen-
guin ornament as well as indulge in 
hot chocolate and treats. 

• �Storytime with Santa will take place 
on Dec. 16 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Families can join a holiday-themed 
Storytime and take pictures with 
Santa. 

Additional programs offered by the 
libraries include Cyber and Genealogy 
assistance sessions, adult craft nights, 
and wellness social circles with the Ca-
nadian Mental Health Association. 

“I love helping our librarians develop 
programs and seeing their growth and 
success along the way, and you don’t 
even need a library card to join in,” said 
Green. “The library really is a commu-
nity hub, a place where people can come 
together, try new things, and learn with-
out any barriers or cost.”

To register or learn more about pro-
gramming information, visit the li-
brary’s website at mywpl.ca.

ALEX HUNT

Echo Contributor

(ALEX HUNT PHOTO)Gillian Green, Public Services Supervisor at Woodstock Public Library.

Christmas kicks off in downtown Woodstock
The holiday season officially began in 

Downtown Woodstock on Friday, Nov. 14, 
as hundreds gathered in Museum Square 
for the highly anticipated lighting ceremo-
ny. The countdown to the illumination drew 
cheers from the crowd, especially with the 
arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Claus, who helped 

begin the evening’s celebrations.  Guests 
were treated to a variety of free performanc-
es and hands-on activities. NorthFire Circus 
delivered a memorable fire act enhanced by 
the electrifying music of Dr. Draw, and the 
Vocal Rhythm Oxford Choir set a joyful 
tone with classic carols. Families enjoyed 

meeting Santa and Mrs. Claus, stopping 
for photos and enjoying freshly served hot 
chocolate and cookies.  Creative stations and 
demonstrations kept the excitement going, 
including live ice carving, the Woodstock 
Art Gallery’s Keychain Creation Station, and 
the Woodstock Museum’s Christmas Scav-

enger Hunt. Children also took time to write 
Letters to Santa inside the Education Room, 
adding a warm and personal touch to the cel-
ebration.  The event once again brought the 
community together, highlighting the spirit 
of the season and the vibrancy of Downtown 
Woodstock. (RON YUZARK PHOTOS)

The Polar Bear greeted Sherri, Tyler and an excited little Axel as they arrived. Museum Square’s lighting ceremony brought excitement to the crowd in attendance.
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Worship
With Us

We invite you to 
worship with us. 

Sunday School 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am

GRAND RIVER 
MENNONITE 

CHURCH
Princeton

Pastor 519.521.3491

CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY
Anglican Church

560 Dundas St. Woodstock
Worship Services
Sunday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday 10:30 a.m.
Saturday 6:00 p.m.

followed by Coffee Hour 
Rev. Richard Hetke

will be offering Communion.

723 Dundas St., Woodstock

Holy Eucharist
Sunday mornings at 11:00 am 

Welcoming our new minister:
The Rev’d

Patrick Martin
Historic Old St.Paul’s: Celebrating 190 years

Oxford Women in Networking (OWIN) 
is hoping to bring some holiday joy to 
women and children fleeing domestic vio-
lence.

OWIN is collecting donations to create 
Christmas shoe boxes for Ingamo Homes. 
The organization is looking for hand cream, 
soap, cozy socks, journals, gift cards, 
toothbrushes and toothpaste, hair products, 
and women-focused gifts to assemble the 
shoe boxes. OWIN is also accepting com-
pleted shoe boxes and children’s gifts. 

“The response from the community has 
been incredibly encouraging. People have 
been generous, thoughtful, and eager to 
help,” said Chrystal Skinner of OWIN. 

“Each donation-big or small, shows how 
much Oxford County cares about lifting 
up women and children who are rebuilding 
their lives. The momentum is growing, and 
we're grateful for every supporter who has 
stepped forward.”

Ingamo Homes, run by Domestic Abuse 
Services Oxford (DASO), provides pro-
gramming, outreach, and second-stage 
housing to women and children fleeing 
from domestic violence. The non-profit 
organization has 22 houses and has sup-

ported more than 1,000 women, transgen-
der individuals, and their children over the 
years. 

“The holidays can be especially difficult 
for women and children transitioning out 
of domestic abuse. A simple shoebox filled 
with essentials and small comforts re-
minds them that the community sees them, 
supports them, and believes in their fresh 
start,” said Skinner. 

“These gestures bring hope, dignity, and 
a sense of belonging at a time when it's 
needed most.” 

Skinner said she’s thankful for the com-
munity’s generosity so far.

“Community care is powerful, and to-
gether we can make a difference by making 
the season brighter for families by adding 
a touch of sparkle, kindness, love and joy, 
who deserve safety, stability, and happi-
ness,” she explained. 

Individual items and completed shoe 
boxes can be donated to Lilybear Dance 
Boutique’s donation box on 489 Adelaide 
St., Woodstock, up until Dec. 5. 

Anyone looking for more information 
can contact OWIN directly by sending 
an email to membership@oxford-owin.ca 
or by sending a direct message via www.
facebook.com/OWIN.OxfordWomenin-
Networking.

OWIN thankful for 
community support with 
Christmas Shoeboxes for 
Ingamo Homes
EMILY STEWART

Echo Correspondent

Church holds annual bazaar
Holy Trinity Church at 1420 Devonshire 

Avenue in Woodstock welcomed the com-
munity on Saturday, Nov. 15, for its annu-
al Christmas Bazaar. Doors opened at 10 
a.m., and guests quickly filled the venue 
to take part in the penny sale, raffle draws, 
baking table, craft offerings, gift baskets, 

silent auction, and yesterday’s treasures. 
The selection of religious goods attracted 
many visitors, while the tea room provided 
a cheerful gathering place for friends and 
families. Draws were held at 2 p.m., bring-
ing the day’s activities to a close and mark-
ing another successful event for the parish.

(RON YUZARK PHOTOS)

A steady stream of attendees moved through the venue as they admired the many unique, 
one-of-a-kind offerings.

Carman and Louise paused beside the array of seasonal baskets, enjoying the festive pre-
sentation.

Sue and her daughters, Avelynn and Arabelle, were engaged throughout the day, assisting 
all the eager shoppers.

Visit us online at
theecho.ca
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Ingersoll pork dinner attracts a crowd
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Ingersoll 

hosted its annual Roast Pork Dinner on Nov. 
7, welcoming guests from across the com-
munity for an evening of hearty food and 
warm fellowship.  From 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., 
the church hall was filled with conversation 
and the aroma of a freshly prepared meal that 
included roast pork with all the trimmings—
gravy, apple sauce, mashed potatoes, home-
grown squash, peas, cabbage salad, rolls, and 
apple crisp topped with ice cream. Guests 

could choose to dine in or take their meals 
to go, making the event accessible to all. 
Many praised the quality of the food and the 
welcoming hospitality of the St. Paul’s vol-
unteers, who worked together to make the 
evening a success. Proceeds from the dinner 
supported the ongoing ministries and out-
reach programs of St. Paul’s Presbyterian 
Church, continuing its mission of service and 
connection in the Ingersoll community.

(RON YUZARK PHOTOS)

The kitchen buzzed with teamwork as Rev. Allan Brouwer joined Laurie, Kim, and Kathy in 
preparing the Roast Pork Dinner. Laughter and conversation accompanied guests as they enjoyed their Roast Pork Dinner.

The dedicated team of volunteers ensured every guest was served a hearty Roast Pork 
Dinner.

Fatal collision near Medina 
Police are investigating the circum-

stances surrounding a fatal collision in 
the Township of Zorra.

On Sunday, Nov. 16, at approximately 
6:17 p.m., members of the Oxford De-
tachment of the OPP, along with Oxford 
County Paramedic Services and South-
West Oxford Fire and Emergency Ser-
vices, responded to a two-vehicle colli-
sion involving two sport utility vehicles 
(SUVs) on 19th Line near the commu-
nity of Medina.

A passenger in one of the SUVs, a 
40-year-old London woman, sustained 
life-threatening injuries and was trans-
ported to hospital, where she was lat-
er pronounced deceased. The driver of 
that vehicle sustained minor injuries, 
while the driver of the second SUV was 
taken to hospital with non-life-threat-
ening injuries.

The 19th Line between Road 92 and 
Road 96 was closed for several hours 
to allow for an extensive investigation.

Collision claims one life
A collision involving two commer-

cial motor vehicles (CMVs) on the 401  
claimed one life.

On November 13, 2025, at approxi-
mately 7 a.m., Police, Paramedic Ser-
vices and Fire Services responded to a 
collision on the highway, east of Oxford 
Road 29, in the Township of Bland-
ford-Blenheim.

Emergency services located a CMV 
that had struck the rear of another 
CMV while travelling in the eastbound 
lanes. One of the drivers, a 26-year-old 
male from Brampton, was pronounced 
deceased at the scene while the other 
driver did not require medical attention.

The eastbound lanes of the 401 be-
tween Oxford Road 29 and Cedar Creek 
Road were closed for several hours as 
the West Region OPP Traffic Incident 

Management and Enforcement Team 
investigated.

Any person with information or dash-
cam footage from the collision are be-
ing asked to contact the Oxford OPP at 
1-888-310-1122. 

Police investigating Ingersoll thefts
Police are asking for the public’s as-

sistance following a reported theft from 
a business in Ingersoll.

Officers were called to the Samnah 
Crescent business around 4 p.m. on 
Oct. 16 after suspects entered the prem-
ises and stole multiple items. Investiga-
tors have since obtained surveillance 
footage of a possible person of interest.

The Oxford OPP are seeking help to 
identify the individual. Anyone with 
information is asked to contact the Ox-
ford OPP at 1-888-310-1122 and refer-
ence report number E251412163. Tips 
may also be submitted anonymously 
through Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS (8477).

Oxford OPP briefs
LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

(OPP PHOTO)
Oxford OPP are looking for this suspect in 
connection with a theft from an Ingersoll 
business on Oct. 16 
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On Nov. 11th, the Town of Ingersoll gath-
ered to honour the lives of those lost in 
service, coming together for a moving Re-
membrance Day ceremony that included the 
laying of wreaths and a solemn moment of 
silence. 

All in attendance were adorned with 

bright red poppies. From Cadets and emer-
gency responders to dedicated volunteers, 
the Ingersoll Pipe Band, Mayor Brian Petrie, 
and residents, the town centre was filled 
with community spirit and quiet reverence. 

Though the weather remained cold and 
overcast for much of the ceremony, the sun 
broke through at times, offering brief mo-
ments of warmth and comfort that added to 
the reflection of the day. 

One by one, names were read, and wreaths 
were laid with the national anthem echoing 
proudly through the streets of our small 
town. 

At 11 a.m., Ingersoll paused together for 
a heartfelt moment of silence, followed by 
a performance by the Ingersoll Pipe Band. 

This year, the wreaths were left on display 
until 2 p.m., allowing residents the opportu-
nity to visit, reflect, and pay their respects 

to those who fought for our freedom at their 
own pace. 

The Legion welcomed all to join after-
wards for chilli, refreshments, and fellow-
ship. 

As the wreaths rested in the afternoon, 
the town quietly carried the spirit of remem-
brance forward, a shared promise to honour 
the past and never forget the sacrifices that 
shaped our freedom. 

KYRAH SMITH

Echo Correspondent

Ingersoll gathers to honour the fallen on Remembrance Day 

(KYRAH SMITH PHOTO)
Ingersoll Pipe Band at the Town Centre for Remembrance Day Ceremony.

(KYRAH SMITH PHOTO)
Some of the many wreaths laid to honour the fallen in Ingersoll 2025.

On Tuesday, Nov. 11, the City of Wood-
stock hosted its annual Remembrance Day 
ceremony at Victoria Park, located at 413 
Buller Street, to honour the bravery and 
sacrifice of Canada’s veterans and active 
service members. Community members, 
veterans, and local leaders came together 
for a moving service that recognized those 
who served and continue to serve during 
times of war, conflict, and peace. The cer-
emony included the traditional laying of 
wreaths, a moment of silence, and remarks 
from community officials and representa-
tives of veterans.  Rogers TV Woodstock 
broadcast the ceremony live at 10:45 a.m., 

with additional airings at 2 p.m. and 6 
p.m., allowing viewers across the region to 
take part in the day of remembrance. The 
City expressed deep gratitude to the Roy-
al Canadian Legion Branch #55, The Ox-
ford County Naval Veterans Association, 
emergency services, City of Woodstock 
staff and area school boards for their con-
tinued support and participation in making 
the event meaningful and respectful.  The 
annual ceremony once again reflected the 
city’s enduring commitment to honouring 
the men and women whose courage and 
sacrifice have secured the freedoms en-
joyed today.

Woodstock remembers the fallen

In tribute to Canada’s veterans, the Knights of Columbus participated in the wreath-laying 
ceremony at the Cenotaph. Hundreds of residents filled Victoria Park to take part in the ceremony.

(RON YUZARK PHOTOS)

Members of the honour guard, symbolizing different branches and times of service, joined 
in the tribute.
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Baby Faces of 2025
Baby’s Name ___________________________________________________

Male or Female _______________ Date of Birth_______________________

Place of Birth __________________________________________________

Weight (birth) _________________ Weight (now) _____________________

Parent(s) Name ________________________________________________

Siblings (Name[s] & Age) _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Grandparents __________________________________________________

What I Liked best about 2025: (a reply your baby might make)

_____________________________________________________________

EMAIL YOUR PHOTO TO INFO@THEECHO.CA BY DEC 12TH AND SEE YOUR 
LITTLE ONE IN OUR JAN 1ST YEAR IN REVIEW EDITION. 

ONLY $50 TAX INCLUDED
Woodstock Ingersoll Echo

Artisan Market takes over South Gate
Oxford County’s artistic community 

celebrated another successful year as the 
19th annual Oxford Creates Artisan Mar-
ket took place on Nov. 15 and 16  at the 
South Gate Centre.  Attendees explored 
an extensive lineup of more than 30 ar-
tisans, whose offerings ranged from fine 
art and photography to textiles, pottery, 
jewelry, and mixed-media creations. The 
market continued its long-standing tradi-
tion of spotlighting local talent and pro-

viding a venue where artists could share 
their work with a supportive and curi-
ous audience. Guests moved from booth 
to booth, discovering unique pieces and 
learning the stories behind them, contrib-
uting to the warm and welcoming atmo-
sphere. The free-admission event once 
again affirmed Oxford Creates as one of 
the region’s most anticipated celebrations 
of local arts and culture.

(RON YUZARK PHOTOS)

Maria paused to admire Jim’s fine art photography, taking in the detail and creativity of each 
piece

Attendees explored each booth, uncovering distinctive works and hearing the inspiration 
behind them, all contributing to the cozy atmosphere

Anna was drawn to the handcrafted items displayed by Diane and Nina of the Oxford Weav-
ers and Spinners Guild
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COLOUR

Church of the Epiphany 

560 Dundas Street, Woodstock 

December 13, 2025 at 7꞉30 p.m.

Tickets꞉ www.oxfordcollegium.ca

Johann VanIttersum, Artistic Director

Dr. Christiaan Teeuwsen, Organist

A Festival
ofLessons and Carols

Church of the Epiphany 

560 Dundas Street, Woodstock 

December 13, 2025 at 7꞉30 p.m.

Tickets꞉ www.oxfordcollegium.ca

Johann VanIttersum, Artistic Director

Dr. Christiaan Teeuwsen, Organist

A Festival
ofLessons and Carols

Church of the Epiphany 

560 Dundas Street, Woodstock 

December 13, 2025 at 7꞉30 p.m.

Tickets꞉ www.oxfordcollegium.ca

Johann VanIttersum, Artistic Director

Dr. Christiaan Teeuwsen, Organist

A Festival
ofLessons and Carols

The Woodstock and District Cham-
ber of Commerce hosted the 28th An-
nual Business Awards of Excellence on 
Nov. 5 in Beachville, celebrating the 
outstanding achievements of local busi-
nesses, organizations, and individuals 
who make a meaningful impact in the 
community. 

The gala evening brought together 
business and community leaders for a 
night of recognition, inspiration, and 
connection, highlighting the innovation, 
leadership, and dedication that drive 
Woodstock’s business community for-
ward. 

“This was such an exciting evening of 
celebration for our local business com-
munity,” said Mike Crabbe, the cham-
ber’s general manager. We have so many 
incredible businesses, organizations, 
and individuals working hard every day. 
Coming together to celebrate their im-
pact and shine a light on their efforts 
is something we look forward to each 
year.” 

Crabbe thanked everyone who took 
the time to nominate, vote, and support 
the event. 

“Because of you, our businesses re-
ceive the much-deserved recognition 
for all they do. Congratulations to all 
the nominees, and we are thrilled for 
this year’s winners. We are also deeply 
grateful to our many sponsors, includ-
ing OLG, Toyota Motor Manufactur-
ing Canada, FirstOntario Credit Union, 
Heart FM, MW and Co., Cornell Weld-
ing, and Anderson Automotive Group. 
We look forward to celebrating again 
next year as we continue to spotlight our 
incredible local business community.” 

2025 Business Awards of Excellence 
Winners 

Agri-Business Award – Sponsored by 
Farm Credit Canada 

The award is presented to a business 
or individual within the local agricultur-
al community who shows leadership and 
outstanding achievement within their 
sector. They will also show continuous 
improvement and commitment to the 
environment and the advancement and 
sustainability of the agricultural indus-
try.

• �Jakeman’s Maple Products 
Commercial Retail Award – Spon-

sored by Fanshawe College Woodstock 
Campus Nominees

The award is presented to an individ-
ual or business that has demonstrated 
commitment, innovation and excellence 
in their field while providing outstand-
ing customer service. 

• �The Thoughtful Artisan 
Community Engagement Award – 

Sponsored by BDO Canada 
The award will be given to an individ-

ual, business or non-profit organization 
that demonstrates outstanding commit-
ment and involvement through endeav-
ours for the betterment of the communi-
ty and those who live within it. 

• Operation Sharing 
Food Service Award – Sponsored by 

Woodstock Print 
The award will be given to an indi-

vidual or business that engages in the 
preparation and delivery of food by ex-
hibiting superior preparation, delivery 
and customer service.

• Little Caesars Pizza 
Woodstock Manufacturing Award – 

Sponsored by the City of Woodstock 
The award is presented to a manu-

facturing business that is a recognized 
force in its industry while introducing 
efficient internal programs, including 
apprentice programs and/or recent suc-
cessful launches of new products or 
product lines. 

• Vuteq 
New Business Award – Sponsored by 

Maglin Site Furniture
The award will be given to a new busi-

ness created in the last three years and/
or business owner who has demonstrat-
ed a level of financial risk and created 
opportunities for employment 

• Cheesy Cow Company 
Professional Services Award – Spon-

sored by Bossy Nagy Group 
The award is presented to individuals 

or companies that have shown business 
growth, job creation, and concern for 
employee relations and education, cus-
tomer service, quality, community and 
charitable involvement.

• Woodstock Ingersoll Echo 
“It takes a special community to have 

a start-up print newspaper succeed in 
this internet era. My sincere thanks to 
everyone who has supported us, from 
readers to advertisers alike. We couldn’t 
do it without you,” explained publisher 
Stewart Grant.

“I’m very proud of our local team for 
consistently putting out an interesting 
and informative newspaper. I also know 
that the best days for the Echo are still to 
come. As we continue to move forward, 
our long-run goal is to graduate from a 
bi-weekly to a weekly newspaper,” he 
added.

Young Entrepreneur/Professional 
Award – Sponsored by Community Fu-
tures Oxford Nominees

The award is presented to a profession-
al/young entrepreneur who is 40 years 
of age or younger who has excelled and 
taken risks to expand their business and/
or client base. 

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Woodstock Chamber
celebrates excellence at 
annual business awards 

CONTINUED TO PAGE 16
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NOTICE OF STUDY COMPLETION

Oxford Road 4 and Oxford Road 15 (Parkinson Road) 
intersection, Woodstock
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study

About the project

Oxford County has completed a harmonized Environmental 
Assessment (EA) Study for the Oxford Roads 4 and 15 (Parkinson 
Road) intersection for improvements to the intersection configuration, 
traffic operations, and safety.
The Oxford County Transportation Master Plan (TMP) Study (2024) 
previously recommended upgrades and improvements to the intersection 
to accommodate anticipated traffic growth over the next 25 years.
The purpose of this study was to:

• Identify and evaluate alternatives to improve the Oxford Road 4
and Oxford Road 15 intersection;

• Select a preferred solution and evaluate a preferred design concept;
• Complete and document the Class EA Study in accordance with

the Municipal and Ministry of Transportation provincial documents;
• Engage interested parties and the public; and,
• Meet the County’s vision “to provide a safe, efficient and

sustainable multi-model transportation network.”

About the process

The project was completed as a Schedule “C” project in accordance with 
the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (2024) and a Group 
“C” MTO Class Environmental Assessment (2024), approved under 
the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The study addressed the 
requirements of Phases 1 to 4 of the Municipal Class EA process.

Public review

An Environmental Study Report (ESR) has been prepared 
documenting the process undertaken, details of study 
recommendations, and potential impacts and mitigation measures. 
An electronic copy of the ESR is being placed on the public record for 
review for 30 days from November 13, 2025 to December 13, 2025. 
The report and appendices are available on Oxford County’s study 
website at www.speakup.oxfordcounty.ca/or4-15

Section 16 Order requests

In addition, a request to the Minister of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks (MECP) for an order imposing additional 
conditions or requiring an individual environmental assessment may 
be made on the grounds that the requested order may prevent, 
mitigate or remedy adverse impacts on constitutionally protected 
Aboriginal and treaty rights. Requests should include your full name 
and contact information.
Requests should specify what kind of order is being requested 
(additional conditions or an individual environmental assessment); 
explain how an order may prevent, mitigate or remedy potential 
adverse impacts; and can include any supporting information. The 
request should be sent by December 13, 2025, in writing or by email 
to both of the following Ministry contacts, as well as the project 
contacts listed below:

Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
777 Bay St., 5th Floor, Toronto, ON  M7A 2J3
minister.mecp@ontario.ca

and
Director, Environmental Assessment Branch 
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
135 St. Clair Ave. W., 1st Floor, Toronto, ON  M4V 1P5 
EABDirector@ontario.ca

This notice issued on November 13, 2025

Please visit the Ministry’s website for more information on requests for 
Orders under Section 16 of the Environmental Assessment Act at www. 
ontario.ca/page/class-environmental-assessments-section-16-order

Comments and project contacts

Interested persons may provide written comments to the project 
team. All comments should be submitted by December 13, 2025, to 
the project contacts listed below. Please contact Oxford County if you 
need alternative accommodations to view the documents.
Harry Goossens, P.Eng. 
Project Engineer, Oxford County 
1-800-755-0394 ext. 3028 | hgoossens@oxfordcounty.ca
Andrew McGregor, MCIP, RPP 
Senior Planner, R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 
905-685-5049, ext. 4211 | amcgregor@rvanderson.com

Information collected will be used in accordance with the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments will 
become part of the public record.
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'TIS THE SEASON IN DOWNTOWN

WOODSTOCK
CHRISTMAS IN THE SQUARE
DECEMBER 12 & 19 5-8PM
DECEMBER 13 & 20  12-4PM

Photos with Santa,
Free train rides,
Dance Showcase,
Christmas Cheer,
Music, plus endless
shops & restaurants
to enjoy.

Check with businesses 
for extended holiday hoursdowntownwoodstock.ca

LATE NIGHT SHOPPING
DECEMBER 18TH

• Alisha Wilson – Transitions Equine 
Assisted Learning 

President’s Award – Sponsored by 
First Ontario Credit Union 

The President’s Award is selected by 
the President of the Woodstock District 
Chamber of Commerce. The award re-
cipient will be a local individual or 
private business, or an individual from 
a multinational, publicly traded corpo-
ration that has shown exceptional con-
tribution to the community through ex-
traordinary vision and investment, job 
creation and commitment to community 
service.

• Dr. Leonard Reeves 
Dr. Reeves founded the Dr. Leonard 

Reeves Foundation, a registered private 
foundation based in Woodstock. The 
foundation donates to charitable organi-
zations in Oxford County, including the 
Woodstock Art Gallery and the United 
Way. He also created the Dr. Leonard 
Reeves Entrance Award for Women in 
Skilled Trades at Fanshawe College. It 
helps women pursuing trade programs 
by providing significant tuition support.

Dr. Leonard Reeves awarded 
President's Award
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Dr. Leonard Reeves was given the presti-
gious President’s Award by the Woodstock 
Chamber of Commerce. 

(CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO)

theecho.ca
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WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK
MEMORIALSMEMORIALS

COME VISIT US AT OUR 
NEW LOCATION
896 Dundas Street

Woodstock, ON, N4S 1H1

Phone: 519-421-2427
jmcmahon@stratfordmemorials.com
www.superiormemorials.com

Specializing in the Personalization of 
Cemetery Monuments & Markers

Contact us to schedule an appointment
with a Memorial Counsellor.

Saturday, December 6th  
8:00am - 10:00am 

875 Nellis Street, Woodstock

ERNIE HARDEMAN
MPP - Oxford

519-537-5222 • 1-800-265-4046
12 Perry St., Woodstock, ON N4S 3C2

ernie.hardemanco@pc.ola.org
erniehardemanmpp.com

Join Oxford MPP Ernie Hardeman for his annual 

at the Woodstock Farmers’ Market
CIDER & COOKIE SOCIAL

City man charged after Norwich 
Avenue incident

Police were called to a residence on 
the evening of Nov. 14 following re-
ports of a disturbance.

Upon arrival, officers attempted to 
assess the well-being of the people in-
side the home. One occupant was un-
cooperative and refused to allow police 
entry to confirm the safety of those in-
side. After continued attempts to make 
contact, officers were eventually able 
to determine that the occupants had 
sustained minor injuries as a result of 
an altercation.

A 57-year-old Woodstock male even-
tually surrendered peacefully to police. 
He was arrested without incident and is 
facing charges of assault and forcible 
confinement.

Injuries to the victim were treated on 
scene by EMS and are considered mi-
nor.

Police say the alleged victim and the 
accused were known to each other.

Police searching for robbery sus-
pect

The Woodstock Police Service is 
seeking the public’s assistance in iden-
tifying a theft suspect. 

The unknown male was involved in 
a robbery at a business on Queenston 
Boulevard. He was last seen walking 

southbound on the Huntingford Trail 
at approximately 9:40 p.m. on Oct. 24, 
wearing the clothing shown in the at-
tached photo.

If you recognize this individual or 
have CCTV footage from the area 
around that time, please contact the 
Woodstock Police Service at 519-537-
2323 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS (8477).

Woodstock Police
Service briefs
LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

(WPS PHOTO)

Visit us online at
theecho.ca
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Woodstock Ingersoll Echo SPORTS

At the end of a long, competitive West-
ern Ontario Secondary Schools Association 
(WOSSAA) AA junior boys’ volleyball season, 
two representatives from the Thames Valley 
Regional Athletics (TVRA) Southeast kept the 
shiniest medals within Woodstock city limits.

“It’s a little ‘Siberia’ (comparatively iso-
lated) town that seems to do okay,” said Jeff 
Melanson, coach of the gold medal champion 
Woodstock CI Red Devils. “And that’s okay, 
we’ll play underdog. 

“If you don’t expect much, we’ll surprise 
you.”

The Red Devils locked up the title with a 25-
18, 25-19, 25-18 victory over the Woodstock 
St. Mary’s Warriors on Nov. 13 at the WCI 
Devildome, capping a highly successful sea-
son of change. It began with a level of uncer-
tainty created by moving up from essentially a 
challenge match against weaker competition to 
qualify for WOSSAA A, to a broader AA pool 
including London representatives.

“I thought we might be outclassed,” ad-
mitted Melanson, ultimately discovering the 
toughest competition came from close by. The 
Warriors had fired the first shot in an extended 
TVRA Southeast rivalry, taking their regular 
season match 27-25, 25-22, 26-24 to finish un-
defeated at 8-0, two points up on the 7-1 Red 
Devils. The teams set up a TVRA champion-
ship playoff rematch and earned WOSSAA AA 
semi-final berths by taking care of business in 
their respective TVRA semi-finals on Nov. 6 
at Woodstock Huron Park.

Having taken the first set 25-23, Jonrei Cas-
tillo provided St. Mary’s the spark it needed 
during the second, stepping to the service 
line with his Warriors trailing 20-14 to the 
St. Thomas Central Elgin Titans. A distinc-
tive pre-service routine backing up a powerful 
stroke - three slaps of the ball, three stomps of 
his foot - came to him out of the blue during an 
earlier match against WCI, the Warriors bench 

loudly joining in on the latter trio.
“It helps me and it’s also fun,” explained 

Castillo, who opened with an ace and then add-
ed two service winners. The Warriors pulled 
even at 20 on a Jakub Mazurkiewicz centre tip, 
taking a 21-20 lead on a Tristan Manalo block. 
The Titans were called for a catch and throw, 
capping an eight-point Castillo serving run at 
22-20. Central Elgin broke it off there, but St. 
Mary’s finished out a 25-22 win on a desper-
ation Mazurkiewicz tip that found the front, 
right corner of the Titans court, followed up by 
an Ethan VanRooyen centre kill catching the 
inside of the line.

“This game is all about momentum,” said 
Manalo, who plays much taller than his 5’9” 
height, citing the value of a big serve or big hit. 
“It really helps us to get energy in our game.”

“We had a slow start, but once these guys 
are hitting, the cheering starts, we get pumped 
up,” agreed Elijah Allard.

The Warriors completed a sweep with a 25-
22 win in the third set, riding an early 14-6 
lead to a 21-13 advantage. St. Mary’s coach 
Denys Reid called a time out as the Titans 
clawed back into it, 23-22, rewarded as Mana-
lo and VanRooyen closed the set and match out 
on a tip and centre kill, respectively.

The Red Devils did their part, sweeping St. 
Thomas Parkside Stampeders 25-12, 25-18, 25-
20, a point in the third set contributing to the 
term, ‘honest’ victory. The Red Devils built an 
early 15-8 lead, only to have the Stampeders 
battle back to 17-15. On the next point, WCI 
libero Owen Vandersar interrupted the crew 
of officials converging to discuss if a Parkside 
kill attempt out had in fact been touched by 
a WCI defender, confirming that it had been, 
point to the Stampeders.

“We want to win right,” he explained later, 
of honesty trumping expediency during a po-
tentially crucial point of the game.

Melanson called for him, a rare time out at 
17-17, the Red Devils responding with a kill 
to break serve and kick off a five-point run. 
Middle hitter Ty Martin closed out the set and 

match with a block at the net.
The win was representative of a balanced 

game, said WCI captain and setter Austin 
Bickell, serving, setting, hitting and passing, 
along with strategic adjustment.

“Knowing where the hitters like to hit.”
“Adapting to the situation,” added assistant 

captain Aiden Silos.
The Red Devils were able to do that in the 

TVRA Southeast final, prevailing to enter the 
WOSSAA draw as the division’s top seed. They 
punched their ticket to the championship with 
a 25-5, 25-16, 25-19 win over London South, 
while St. Mary’s set up a rematch with a 25-21, 
27-25, 25-22 sweep of Stratford St. Mike’s.

WCI’s AA win helped erase some of the 
sting of the previous season’s WOSSAA A 
five-set championship loss to London Chris-
tian, special said Melanson, to share this year’s 
experience with returnees from that squad.

As a group, this year’s Red Devils liked each 
other, played well together, knew their roles 
and were hungry both to improve and win.’

“You just kind of create the space and oppor-
tunity for them to do so,” said Melanson.

In the gold medal game, he felt previous ex-

perience against the Warriors allowed for sub-
tle adjustments, which helped the Red Devils 
transition more successfully from defence to 
the attack. The rivalry between the two teams 
is healthy, at times intense, between foes 
who know each other very well and play hard 
against each other.

“For sure it makes us better,” Melanson 
credited. “How do you replace good volleyball, 
right?”

The pathway to the season’s finale was laid 
out early in the campaign, said Reid, first 
meeting the Red Devils during a pre-season 
tournament. It was apparent from that point 
they were among the region’s top teams.

“To win, we’d have to beat each other.”
Admittedly, Reid and the Warriors would 

have preferred to prevail, both at TVRA 
Southeast championships and WOSSAA.

“But at the same time, that was the stan-
dard.”

Putting the team’s WOSSAA silver medals 
in perspective, he noted the number of AA 
teams in their region, adding in London com-
petitors and those from within WOSSAA’s ex-
tended boundaries.

“To say we are the top two out of all that is 
pretty impressive.”

St. Mary’s had a comparatively young roster, 
five Grade 10s with the balance Grade 9 rook-
ies. The jump from elementary competition to 
high school is a big one said Reid, impressed 
with the grit and determination his players dis-
played.

“They just kind of kept pushing, kept push-
ing,” he said, citing a collective ability to put 
their heads down amidst adversity and keep 
on going. “Win or lose, that’s something to be 
proud of.

“At the end of the day, as well as being good 
athletes, they were great kids.”

While wishing program graduates the best 
at the senior level, Reid also looks forward to 
a strong cadre of potential returnees, a group 
fully understanding the level of dedication, 
hard work and commitment required for an-
other run toward WOSSAA.

“Hopefully we can get the job done.”

Red Devils, Warriors shop local for WOSSAA
AA gold, silver medals
JEFF TRIBE

Echo Correspondent

The Woodstock CI Red Devils finished off their 2025 junior boys’ volleyball campaign with homecourt WOSSAA AA gold medals.
(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)

The Woodstock St. Mary’s Warriors capped their 2025 juniors boys’ volleyball season with 
WOSSAA AA silver medals.

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)
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Sports coaches frequently remind 
players not to look too far ahead, em-
phasizing the importance of focusing on 
the game at hand.

But looking beyond has become a fact 
of athletic life for Woodstock CI junior 
girls’ basketball guard Avery Molinaro 
and forward Brooke Halward.

“Oh yeah, we are,” smiled the former.
“OFSAA (Ontario Federation of 

School Athletic Associations champi-
onships) was our goal since our first 
practice of Grade 9,” added Halward, a 
more-than-interested observer at eldest 
brother Jaxson’s OFSAA experience 
in Timmins while she was in Grade 8, 
and last year’s silver provincial medal 
earned by sibling Will’s team right at 
home in Woodstock as a Grade 9.

The junior Red Devils marked an 
important milestone on that lofty lon-
ger-term goal on Wednesday, Nov. 12 
at Listowel District Secondary School, 
dominating Western Ontario Secondary 
Schools Athletics Association (WOS-
SAA) AA competition en route to a 
girls’ basketball championship victory.

The ‘beasts of the TVRA Southeast’ 
opened with a 58-8 semi-final win over 
London John Paul II Jaguars, making 
it official with a 62-26 clincher against 
perennial powerhouse St. Thomas St. 

Joe’s in the final.
“The start was close, I was ner-

vous,” admitted WCI point guard Reese 
Crown.

“But when our nerves left, we just 
closed out,” said Halward.

Crown had nine of her game-high 18 
points in the first quarter of the gold 
medal final. Natalie Sutherland add-
ed 14, Halward and Jillian Trepani-
er six, Avery Molinaro and Jennyson 
Mazur-Hanagan four apiece, Isabella 
Perkins, Brooklyn Donais, Rudy Kalb-
f leisch and Hannah Thistlewaite a field 
goal each, and Addison Weicker two 
free throws. 

The previous week, WCI had beaten 
St. Joe’s 47-27 in the TVRA Southeast 
AA championship game, qualifying 
with a 51-30 semi-final victory over the 
Aylmer East Elgin Eagles. The Eagles 
hung with the Red Devils through the 
first eight minutes, tenacious defence 
holding WCI to a modest 9-5 advantage. 

“They had an aggressive defence,” 
credited Halward. “They were all over 
us. We didn’t get any easy baskets for 
sure.”

The Red Devils began executing bet-
ter offensively in the second quarter, 
breaking the game open with a 19-2 
run, featuring a half-dozen points from 
Sutherland, five from Halward and four 
from Kalbfleisch.

“Started playing as a team with good 
passes,” Halward summed up. “It was a 
good game,” she added. “Good to play 
in our home gym too.”

“It’s a different energy in here,” 
Sutherland agreed.

Halward finished with 14 points, 
Sutherland hit double digits with ten, 
Brooklyn Donais, Crown, Thistlewaite 
and Layla Graham each scored four, 
Perkins a three-point field goal, Avery 
Molinaro a two-pointer and Trepanier 
two free throws. Lonsi Begemann had 
11 points to pace East Elgin with Shelby 
Adams adding seven.

The win qualified WCI both for the 
TVRAA AA Southeast final and one 
of two available WOSSAA AA berths 
for the division. The Red Devils entered 
the regional draw as top seed on the 

strength of a 47-27 win over St. Joe’s on 
Nov. 6 at WCI. 

“An amazing season,” said coach Eric 
Molinaro, celebrating his 47th birthday 
along with the WOSSAA AA title. The 
Red Devils finished with a 22-1 won-
lost record, including an undefeated 
TVRA Southeast season and tourna-
ment wins in two of three attended. 
WCI’s lone defeat came at the hands of 
London Catholic Central, one of seven 
AAA opponents faced during the cam-
paign.

To be fair, said Molinaro, St. Joe’s el-
evated four of its best Grade 10 girls’ 
basketball players to the senior ranks, 
bolstering the team at that level.

“We knew they weren’t at their best,” 
he said, predicting a full-throttle chal-
lenge in the future. “It’s going to be a 
battle for the AA schools at senior.”

Molinaro is among those looking 
forward, given a historical perspective 
shared with assistant coach Kyle Gra-
ham, reaching back well before high 
school. Nine of 17 current roster mem-
bers used to play together with the Ox-
ford Attack program. 

“We all played together, I just know 
how they play,” said Crown, a Grade 9 
point guard . “And we came together as 
a team.”

That level of community hoops ex-
perience and interest, combined with 
WCI’s well-established basketball pro-
gram, led to the wheels turning on a 
successful 2027 senior girls’ AA bas-
ketball OFSAA bid, building on last 
year’s A boys’ event. 

“We knew we could pull it off for the 
girls as well,” said Molinaro.

Partly in preparation, partly standard 
operating procedure, he and assistant 
coach Graham kept 17 players on this 
year’s junior roster, dressing 15 per 
game. As well as supporting broader 
development, those numbers protect 
against potential attrition to other com-
mitments or interests as the program 
matures. As hosts, the Red Devils will 
receive an automatic berth into a 2027 
AA OFSAA draw they also intend to be 
competitive in.

In conclusion, the team is not looking 

beyond its next game, or for that matter, 
the next season.

“But as a program, we knew what the 
potential was,” Molinaro concluded.

TVRAA AA SENIOR GIRLS BAS-
KETBALL

The Woodstock CI Red Devils se-
niors’ season ended on Nov. 4 with a 
41-21 semi-final loss to St. Joe’s in St. 
Thomas. The Woodstock College Av-
enue Knights also advanced to senior 
semis, dropping a 36-16 decision to St. 
Thomas Parkside. St. Joe’s ultimately 
prevailed 54-42 in the final.

2025 Girls Captains-Veterans Bas-
ketball Game

The annual junior/senior captains-vet-
erans doubleheader is scheduled for 
Nov. 20 at Woodstock CI’s Devildome. 
The junior game will feature Team 
Black (Woodstock CI, Ingersoll DCI 
and Woodstock College Avenue) tipping 
off at 6 p.m. against Team Blue, featur-
ing representation from Woodstock St. 
Mary’s, Huron Park, Tillsonburg Glen-
dale and Lord Dorchester.

The senior game will follow at 7:45, 
with Team Black (WCI, St. Mary’s and 
IDCI) against Team Blue (CASS, Huron 
Park, Glendale and Dorchester).

All proceeds from the evening will go 
toward the WCI Festive Campaign for 
CAS.

WCI Red Devil junior basketball girls looking beyond 
WOSSAA AA title to future opportunities
JEFF TRIBE

Echo Correspondent

Woodstock CI Red Devil guard Avery Molina-
ro (right) ‘D’s up’ against East Elgin’s Shelby 
Adams.

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)

The Woodstock CI junior girls’ basketball team capped a 22-1 2025 season with a 62-26 
victory over St. Thomas St. Joe’s in the WOSSAA AA championship game on Nov. 12 in 
Listowel. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

WCI’s Rudy Kalbfleisch (right) moves the ball 
against Aylmer’s Khole Ellis.

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)
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DUAL TEMP
ALUMINUM LTD.

243 Mill St., Woodstock, ON N4S 2X3
519-539-2084 • dualtempaluminum.ca

admin@dualtempaluminum.ca

SINCE 1950 • Free Estimates
• Vinyl & Aluminum Siding
• Windows & Doors
• Soffit and Fascia
• Glass & Screen Repairs
• Patio Doors
• Seamless Eavestrough

TAMARA RYAN
tryan@destinationstravel.ca

Join our Team
Full Time Travel Consultant

We are seeking a self-motivated individual that
thrives in a team-oriented environment.

While experience is an asset, it is not required
for the right candidate.

See full details www.destinationstravel.ca

REQUIREMENTS:
 • Valid TICO cerification
 • Self-starter with strong sense of initiative
 • Ability to work well with others in a team setting
 • Exceptional customer service
 • Strong communication and problem solving skills
 • Graduate from Travel program is an asset

Destinations Travel and Cruise Centre
521A Dundas Street Woodstock, ON 

The Woodstock Huron Park 
senior boys’ volleyball Huskies 
are the top AA ‘dawgs’ in the 
Western Ontario Secondary 
Schools Athletics Association.

And with the title safely in 
their competitive kennel, they 
earned the companion right to 
‘pound’ up highways 400 and 
11 and contest the 20-team On-
tario Federation of School Ath-
letic Associations (OFSAA) 
provincial championship in 
Orillia from Nov. 20 to 22.

“It’s four years in the mak-
ing, right?” said Huskies mid-
dle Parker McLeod. “Work 
hard every season, build stron-
ger as a team, same guys since 
Grade 9.

“A huge moment for us - 
we’re going to look to continue 
this into OFSAA.”

Getting there was certainly a 
seasonal goal, but not the last 
one, said McLeod.

“Not yet, job’s not done.”
“It’s been a dream since 

Grade 9, honestly,” added set-
ter Gavin Jansen. “We put 
all the work together for this 
Grade 12 year… It’s big.”

Huron Park enters the OF-
SAA AA championship as 
the No. 5 seed, competing in 
Pool B alongside second-seed-
ed Port Perry, No. 12 Dundas 
Valley, No. 15 Hamilton St. 

Mary’s and No. 18 Timiska-
ming District. The Huskies 
open round-robin play on Nov. 
20 with matches against St. 
Mary’s at 8:30 a.m., Dundas 
Valley at 11:30 a.m., and Port 
Perry at 2:30 p.m. They close 
out pool play on Nov. 21 with 
an 11:30 a.m. matchup against 
Timiskaming. The top two 
teams in the pool advance to 
the quarterfinals that eve-
ning at 6:30 p.m., while the 
third- and fourth-place finish-
ers move into the consolation 
bracket, with semifinal action 
beginning at 4:30 p.m.

The tournament’s consola-
tion semifinals are set for 9 
a.m. on Nov. 22, followed by 
the championship semifinals 
at 11 a.m. The consolation fi-
nal will begin at 1 p.m., with 
the championship bronze med-
al game slated for 2:30. The 
event will conclude with the 
gold-medal final at 4 p.m.

Details will be avail-
able on the OFSAA web-
site at https://docs.google.
com/spreadsheets/d/1WJhp-
6pHAF0fIQvKcqMWd9dW-
1W7Gv7aGkUtVrX4_CFsg/
edit?gid=0#gid=0.

“What can you say, right?” 
queried Huskies coach Eryn 
Orr rhetorically. “It all paid 
off.”

She had wanted her team to 
experience OFSAA, something 

she herself had been fortunate 
to share during her Grade 12 
season at London John Paul II.

“I’m really, really proud of 
how far they’ve come, how 
they played today and where 
our program has come.”

Initially, she had considered 
everything after their TVRA 
Southeast title to be ‘gravy.’

“But you’re going to go, 
we’re going to try,” she smiled, 
her competitive fire showing 
through. “You’re there, right? 
Might as well.”

Huron Park’s OFSAA ticket 
did not come easily, the chal-
lenge opening with a hard-
fought 21-25, 25-19, 25-20, 19-
25, 15-10 five-set victory over 
London South in their Nov. 13 
WOSSAA semi-final at Huron 
Park. McLeod was involved 
in four of the Huskies final 
set-five points, back-to-back 
blocks at the net, a rejection 
at the net following a service 
advantage created by Cale 
Pigeau, kill, block and finally, 
set and match point, reaching 
back for a deep set and massive 
centre kill.

“At the end of the game, try-
ing to get points, got to give it 
to your horse,” Orr summed up.

The Huskies faced a tena-
cious St. Thomas Central El-
gin Titans squad in a rematch 
of the previous week’s TVRA 
Southeast final, the team’s 

determined defence led by 
Tyrese Dillard. The Huskies 
appeared f lat in the first set, a 
condition arguably influenced 
by Central Elgin’s attempt to 
mitigate their middle strength 
by creating service advantag-
es. Although the Titans would 
lose a number of points to long 
or net serves, they hung tough 
through a tightly contested set, 
Huron Park’s Connor Harper 
contributing a number of cru-
cial kills to keep the Huskies 
close. A Central Elgin serve 
out and Rohn Cowan service 
winner finished off a narrow 
27-25 win.

“I would say we weren’t as 
enthusiastic as we should be,” 
admitted Harper.

“The ‘dawgs’ were cold,” 
agreed McLeod, crediting 
Harper for responding when 
most needed, part of resiliency 
displayed by the entire team. 
“He stepped up big-time and 
helped us get that first win.”

The dawgs came out pound-
ing in the second set, building 
a 16-2 lead, middle Jaxson Fin-
nie contributing a ‘kick set’ as 
well as an impressive net pres-
ence. Huron Park’s balanced 
presence in the middle was 
illustrated by a quality Finnie 
dig/first pass on game point, 
finished by McLeod. The Ti-
tans gained some momentum 
with a late push to 11 points, 
capitalizing on that surge—
and perhaps a bit of a Huskies 
letdown—to take the third set 
25–20. Huron Park regrouped 
quickly, though, and sealed 
the match with a commanding 
25–13 victory in the fifth.

“A surrealistic moment,” 
McLeod said. “Four years 
come down to this.”

A 25-20, 25-15, 25-9 TVRA 
Southeast AA final win over 
the Titans a week earlier at 
Huron Park locked up both a 
WOSSAA berth and home-
court for the third consecutive 
round of playoffs, a distinct 
advantage, said Jansen, given 
enthusiastic partisan support.

“Student section got in their 
heads for sure. All three match-
es - just phenomenal.”

The Huskies downed Wood-
stock St. Mary’s 25-17, 25-22, 
25-17 in their semi-final. St. 
Mary’s is a quality team which 
always presents a tough chal-
lenge, said the Huskies’ Travis 
Ernst.

“I felt we were just a step 
ahead today.”

“We just didn’t have it to-
day,” said Warriors middle 
Kiefer Hager, a Grade 11 stu-
dent looking toward next sea-
son.

“I think we could have 
played better,” agreed team-
mate Kingston McPherson, 
who also plays wing with the 
Woodstock Navy Vets. “But 
they’re a tough team, tough to 
block.”

“The crowd got to us a bit,” 
added Owen Pilon. “Flat start, 
we came back, just wasn’t 
enough.”

“Just wasn’t our day,” con-
cluded Warriors coach Valerie 
Popovich, crediting the Hus-
kies for being a great team. 
“You’re not going to overpow-
er them, you have to outsmart 
them.”

St. Mary’s had rebounded af-
ter a f lat start, she said. 

“But not enough.”

Top WOSSAA AA ‘dawgs’ heading to provincial 
championships in Orillia
JEFF TRIBE

Echo Correspondent

The WOSSAA AA champion Woodstock Huron Park Huskies senior boys’ volleyball team 
was scheduled to compete at OFSAA provincials Nov. 20-22. 

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)
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The Ingersoll DCI Blue Bombers 18-7 Thames Valley Region-
al Athletics Tier II senior football championship triumph over 
the London Saunders Sabres on Nov. 7 at 1Password Park in St. 
Thomas came as the result of laying it on the line.

Classic Canadian rockers reference aside, the Bombers played 
to win, rather than not lose. And a resultant series of big decisions, 
big plays, a big team effort, a little luck and a tiny bit of disregard 
for a mother’s concern culminated in IDCI’s first senior football 
championship since 1968.

“Nineteen-sixty-eight,” Bombers coach Nick DiCiocco echoed. 
“Fifty-seven years.

“That was the goal from day one. Day one, we knew we had to 
play eight games this year, and we were going to play eight and 
here we are.”

Each play in a championship game is critical, a potential turning 
point. But a third-quarter Logan Janzen punt block returned for a 
touchdown still stood out. With Saunders trying to answer IDCI’s 
second-half-opening touchdown and driving from their own 34 to 
the Ingersoll 30, Janzen subbed in for a guest appearance in the 
Bombers defensive secondary. His mission was to tighten the gap 
defensively on pass coverage, despite his mother Vanessa’s fears 
of aggravating an earlier injury.

“My mom, right there, just told me, do not go on defence, be-
cause you can’t overdo it,” he smiled post-game.

Following a short ground gain on first down, Bombers team-
mate Kolton Stewart read the ensuing screen pass attempt perfect-
ly, tackling the recipient for a loss.

“I just read it, took him down… took him down and celebrated,” 
said Stewart.

Although generally uncertain about specific duties, Janzen, 
who entered on second down, recalled coaching instructions to 
block the punt.

“I was like okay, go do the edge, do something cool,” he said, 
throwing his body in front of a kick projected to pin the Bombers 
deep in their zone. He picked up the loose ball and ran it 70 yards 
for a major.

“That’s the coolest thing I’ve ever done,” said Janzen, his per-
formance mollifying even his mother’s concern.

“Umm… no, yes, no,” she responded, smiling. “I just wanted 
him to play safe and he did and proved us all wrong.”

Ethan Butt’s point after try gave IDCI a 15-7 lead, and follow-
ing a Gavin Laidman onside kick recovered by Aaron Petit on the 
ensuing kickoff, possession on the Saunders 50 with 37 seconds 

left in the third quarter. The Sabres recovered possession on their 
own 45 via interception, advancing to the IDCI 38 where follow-
ing a Butt knockdown on a second down pass, Saunders quarter-
back Cameron Couchie was swarmed short of the line of gain on 
third down.

Taking over on their own 37 with 8:41 remaining, IDCI quarter-
back Delwo was forced to punt, but a second special teams gam-
ble, lining up players behind him onside, paid off. Spencer Kra-
jewski ran onto a designed short punt along the sideline to retain 
possession at the Saunders 50, emphasizing ‘playing safe’ was not 
in the Bombers playbook.

“Not today,” said DiCiocco. “There is no tomorrow and there is 
no next game. We knew they were tough and we needed that one 
extra possession to seal the deal.”

Krajewski pulled down a Delwo pass at the Sabres 10, running 
to the four for first and goal. Following a short run and a delay 
of game penalty, Ingersoll was pushed back to the 13 on second 
down. The turn of events compounded by a fumble gave Saunders 
possession on its own three. The Sabres were stopped at their 27 
on a Doug Cattrysse open field tackle on a reverse, advancing, 
but turning the ball over on downs inside their half of the field 
with 2:24 to play following a Stewart open field tackle and Nathan 
Burton knockdown. 

Delwo took the ball into field goal range with a gutsy keeper, 
redemption for an earlier miscue. Butt split the uprights with a 
32-yard field goal on third-and-11 from the 25 for a two-score, 
18-7 lead with 1:11 remaining. Laidman and Burton had defensive 
knockdowns and Janzen and Carter Whitsworth combined on a 
sack as time and downs ran out for the Sabres, IDCI taking over 
with 20 seconds remaining.

“We needed this,” said Laidman. “We haven’t won a trophy here 
in what is it, 50 years? I play four sports here, I’ve never won any-

thing. I think the whole team needed this. This brings something 
to the school.”

The Bombers opened scoring with under three minutes to go 
in the first half. A drive from their own 30 to the Saunders 13 
featured a 24-yard Delwo to Laidman pass, six-yard QB keeper on 
third-and-one from the Sabres 43 and a 28-yard Krajewski recep-
tion to the ten. A field goal attempt sailed wide, going for a single 
point and 1-0 lead. 

A subsequent 67-yard Couchie pass and run completion to 
Dominic Espino set the Sabres up first-and-goal at the IDCI eight. 
The Bombers defence made two stops before Cjay Reid found pay-
dirt on a jet sweep left, adding the PAT for a 7-1 lead. A Saunders 
drive in the final minute led to a 32-yard field goal attempt with 
three seconds remaining, blocked by a Bombers surge and recov-
ered by Burton.

Laidman opened the second half with a kickoff to the Sabres 
five, returned to the 21 but leading to a punt from the ten and 
great IDCI field position. Delwo gained 15 yards on a first-down 
keeper, eventually capitalizing on a third-and-one gamble behind 
the left side of the line and a Janzen lead block. Butt added the 
PAT for an 8-7 lead.

“Our whole line was giving us some great blocks,” said Delwo. 
“I just found the hole.”

The Bombers QB admitted his expectations rose as the season 
progressed, growing confidence in what could be accomplished.

“It feels great, I’m just glad I could do it with these guys one last 
time. I’m going to miss this team and going to miss this sport.”

DiCiocco recruited two members of the 1968 Bombers champi-
onship team, Roger Henhawke and Dave Cussons, to act as hon-
orary captains.

“They were super excited, super excited,” said DiCiocco. “It 
was awesome to support us like that.”

He also appreciated a pre-game query from an onsite broadcast 
crew focussing only on Delwo and Laidman, which fired up the 
rank and file through a true team victory.

“We had playmakers all over the field today,” said DiCiocco, 
celebrating the championship not only for itself, but what it rep-
resented.

“Honestly, the football part of it is just the medium to show 
them what they can do if they all commit, if they come together 
as one. What they accomplished could have been done in soccer, 
could have been done in volleyball.

“But football is special because there are so many people in-
volved and they haven’t done it in so long.”

A cluster of Blue Bombers surrounding Gavin Laidman’s onside kick illustrate how completely surprise was achieved.
(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)
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Jennifer Dalley
416-839-0883 

jenniferd@royallepage.ca

Oxford CountyOxford CountyYour Realtor

5 STAR GOOGLE REVIEWS!

GET PROFESSIONAL, PERSONALISED SERVICE FROM YOUR LOCAL EXPERT

SCAN FOR LISTINGS
AND LOCAL

MARKET UPDATES

55 Brock St. E, Tillsonburg, ON

R.E. WOOD REALTY
Brokerage

Senior Blue Bombers end 57-year gridiron drought 
with championship win over London Saunders
JEFF TRIBE

Echo Correspondent

The TVRA Southeast Tier II champion Ingersoll DCI Blue Bombers. (JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)
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COLOUR

MEMBERS OF THE COMPANY. PHOTO: ANN BAGGLEY.

ANNIE
BOOK BY THOMAS MEEHAN  |  MUSIC BY CHARLES STROUSE  |  LYRICS BY MARTIN CHARNIN

ORIGINAL BROADWAY PRODUCTION DIRECTED BY MARTIN CHARNIN
BASED ON “LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE”® BY PERMISSION OF TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC

2025 SEASON SPONSOR: OPHELIA LAZARIDIS
PRODUCTION CO-SPONSORS: ROBERT & MARY ANN GORLIN, RIKI TUROFSKY & CHARLES PETERSEN AND PETER & CAROL WALTERS

PRODUCTION
CO-SPONSOR

DON’T WAIT ‘TIL TOMORROW — SECURE YOUR SEATS TODAY AND
MAKE THIS MAGICAL MUSICAL PART OF YOUR HOLIDAY TRADITION.

WRAP UP THE YEAR WITH
LAUGHTER AND SONG 

ANNIE RUNS UNTIL DECEMBER 14!

THE GLOBE AND MAIL

CRITIC’S PICK
“ONE OF  

  STRATFORD’S BEST”

TORONTO STAR

“YOU MUST WATCH  
THIS DELIGHTFUL

  NEW PRODUCTION”

THE NEW YORK TIMES
“CROWD-PLEASING”
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Between 9 and 5
126 Beale St, Unifor Local 636

Woodstock, ON

Directors
Robert Rivest

Dave Nancekievill
Jeff Glendinning

Owners
Jeff & Michelle

Glendinning

246 Thames Street South
Ingersoll, ON N5C 2T7

Phone:
519-425-1600

Website:
www.mcbeathdynes.ca

Email:
info@mcbeathdynes.ca

•  Transfer of Funeral Arrangements & 
Prearrangements from other establishments at 
NO COST

• Options to pre-plan at NO COST
•  Full Service Funeral Home that offers: Cremation 

Services, Traditional Services, Memorial 
Gatherings

• After funeral assistance at NO COST
•  We offer a wide selection of: Caskets, Urns, 

Scattering Tubes, Keepsake Urns & Jewelry

Family Owned & Operated  since 2008

Attention: NAME CHANGE

Glendinning
Funeral Home LTD

McBeath-Dynes Chapel
A Tradition of Comfort. A Promise of Care.
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Alister
Maclean 
Realtor,
CCIM
519-860-4113
amaclean@execulink.com

Tracey
Flynn
Realtor
519-532-0164
reachtracey@gmail.com
traceyflynnrealtor.ca

SUTTON
GROUP
SELECT
REALTY INC.
Brokerage

Buying or Selling?
Let’s Make It Happen!

IngersollIngersoll
BarBerBarBer
shopshop

IngersollIngersoll
BarBerBarBer
shopshop

IngersollIngersoll
BarBerBarBer
shopshop
sIncesInce
19091909

Specializing in 
Senior’s Men Cuts

WALK IN ONLY
ROSALYN (519) 520-5995

Tuesday - Thursday 8:30 - 5:00 p.m.
Friday 8:30 - 5:30 p.m.  

Saturday 7:30 - 1:00 p.m.

10 KING STREET WEST

Raw meals • House-made freeze-dried treats
Chew bar • Luxe walk-wear

Raw nutrition meets boujee boutique.
Exposed brick. Curated shelves.

Premium collars. Small-batch, locally sourced.
This isn’t a pet store — it’s an experience.

113 THAMES ST. S., INGERSOLL
Mon–Fri 10–6 | Sat 10–3

BarkinBoujee.ca | 519-761-9798

Because your fur baby 
wasn’t born to be basic.

Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du Québec, used under licence.

Contact me today.
Life’s better with an agent

Ann Lofthouse, Agent  
33 King St W, Ingersoll ON
519-485-0750
ann@annlofthouse.ca
annlofthouse.ca

Auto • Home
Life • Business

Ann Lofthouse, Agent
519-485-0750

annlofthouse.ca

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and property insurance or Desjardins Financial 
Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance and living benefits products. 

Ann Lofthouse, Agent
519-485-0750
annlofthouse.ca

Auto • Home • Life • Business

L
JEWELLERS
ESSER

146 Thames Street S.
Ingersoll, N5C 2T4

519-485-2190
www.lesserjewellers.ca

Family JewelleryFamily Jewellery

Order your family jewellery piece Order your family jewellery piece 
soon to have the perfect giftsoon to have the perfect gift

for Christmas!for Christmas!

Join us for an unforgetable couple of hours 
of Vintage sparkle and Festive swing!

Featuring CroonersFeaturing Crooners
Rick Kish & Connor BoaRick Kish & Connor Boa
and special guests, The Bettysand special guests, The Bettys

December 13th
2 pm & 7:30 pm

St. James’ Church
130 Thames St. S.,
Ingersoll

Tickets $45 / Person
Purchase by calling
519-485-0385
or at Patina’s

This is a fundraiser
for the new chuirch.

SHOP Local  
Support Downtown 

Ingersoll

We invite you to shop 
locally and rediscover all 
that Ingersoll has to offer!

Visit FB: Ingersoll BIA

downtowningersoll.ca

Shop Local -Shop Local -
Support Downtown IngersollSupport Downtown Ingersoll

Shop Canadian. Shop Local.
Shop Ingersoll!

Discover great local shops on our new website!
downtowningersoll.ca/business-directory

Ingersoll BIA

downtowningersoll.ca

Beyond Your Backdoor
Nature Store

For unique gift ideas...
Come and explore Beyond Your Backdoor!

Year round regular hours: 
Mon-Fri 9-5:30 and Sat 9-5

136 Thames Street South, Ingersoll
(519) 485-5352

Extended hours will begin
Thursday, December 11th

Gift wrapping is available at no extra charge!
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The festive season is the most wonderful 
time of the year for Christmas tree pro-
ducers. But it takes a little organized cha-
os to get there.

“Absolutely,” said Mike Vanderklooster 
of Vanderklooster Christmas Trees, a you-
cut/pre-cut operation located just south 
of Sweaburg at 424847 Substation Road. 
“Always,” he added.

With Friday, Nov. 28’s opening circled 
on the family calendar, it was all hands 
on deck. Vanderklooster’s daughter Alexa 
was given a pass, sleeping after an over-
night shift as a nurse, but her partner Sean 
Fitzpatrick, his Rock, Paper, Earth land-
scaping season having ramped down, was 
sequentially clearing leaves from the yard 
with a blower. Daughter Carmyn Vander-
klooster, enjoying a break from working 
on a bio/poly sci Master’s Degree, was 
wading through a truckload of Fraser and 
Balsam Firs delivered earlier that day - 
two hours late due to traffic delays on the 
400 series highways.

Inside the operation’s current shop, 
Vanderklooster looked past an array of 
potted Christmas urns to an open excava-
tion for an expansion, its concrete foun-
dation pour delayed by a dump of snow 
earlier that week.

“It looks like this - and then we get it all 
going and it looks Christmassy.”

Vanderklooster began planting trees for 
a you-cut operation in 1997, envisioning a 
personally and financially productive side 
hustle from his regular job. Ten years lat-
er, he began bringing trees in to establish 
a business that today includes both pre and 
you-cut options, urns and wreaths, and 
this year will also feature cookies, brown-
ies, donuts and hot chocolate for sale.

“It’s taken 15 or 20 years to actually get 
going.”

While the latter part of November and 
December are the busiest months in terms 
of sales, Christmas tree farming is a year-
round responsibility. Beyond planting and 
pruning, producers battle predatory bugs, 
disease and fungus, have to mow and 
weed their plantation, and must keep trees 
watered, particularly in a ‘big-time dry’ 
summer like 2025. Vanderklooster has 

added equipment and four rows of trees, 
now watered through drip irrigation. But 
from an old-school drip approach for the 
balance of his farm, hand-bombing water 
into repurposed plastic pails with a small 
hole drilled in them, a lot of physical la-
bour goes into turning seedlings into hol-
iday centrepieces.

“A lot of this is still hands-on.”
Since retirement, Vanderklooster’s hob-

by has become more of a full-time oc-
cupation, pride and passion for growing 
something from nothing.

“And I just enjoy it,” says the active 
member of the Christmas Tree Farmers of 
Ontario (CTFO). “Keeps the brain going, 

gives me something to do… purpose, and 
I like being outside.”

It remains very much a family opera-
tion with Vanderklooster sourcing addi-
tional labour during peak periods through 
his kids or their friends. Beginning Nov. 
28, Vanderklooster Christmas Trees will 
be open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. until Christmas, or 
until they are sold out. As a concession 
to modern technology, the business has 
added a Facebook page and an Instagram 
account.

“The kids were going, Dad, you’ve got 
to be beyond the sign at the road.”

Against the pressure of rising input 

costs, Vanderklooster is holding the line 
on you-cut pricing at $75 per tree. There 
are cheaper options, but his customers are 
generally seeking both a tree and an ex-
perience, travelling to the country, often 
as a family unit. Some have been com-
ing for 15 years, says Vanderklooster, 
and virtually without exception, all share 
something from his own happiest time of 
the year, making endless hours of work 
worthwhile.

“Everyone comes here, they’re happy, 
right?” he concluded. “The smiles, the 
kids, old customers, that’s when it’s fun.”

For more information, visit https://www.
vanderkloosterchristmastrees.ca.

Most wonderful time of the year coming for
Christmas tree producers
JEFF TRIBE

Echo Correspondent

It was beginning to look a lot more like Christmas at Vanderklooster Christmas Trees, midway through November, with Camryn (left) and 
Mike preparing for the upcoming festive season.

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)

Keep your dollars in Canada to strengthen communities and support local 
businesses, including your local newspaper.

PUT YOUR MONEY 
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS 
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Amid threats by Unifor Local 88 to take over the 
massive Ingersoll production facility, Arpan Khan-
na is accusing the federal government of dragging 
its feet on coming up with a solution to get employ-
ees back to work.
Union chair Mike Van Boekel said it is the only 
leverage he and nearly 1,100 laid-off workers have 
to try and keep the plant open.
“We will occupy the plant until there is a way for-
ward. We want to team up with the federal govern-
ment and GM to get something for the plant.” 
General Motors announced in October it had ceased 
production of the BrightDrop electric delivery van 
due to lower-than-expected sales. Last week, union 
officials met with Industry Minister Mélanie Joly, 
Secretary of State for Labour John Zerucelli, Inger-
soll Mayor Brian Petrie and GM officials.
“Joly told GM to come back with a commitment to 
the plant and the workers. She said talks are con-
tinuing, so we are waiting to see what the outcome 
will be. We are fighting to ensure CAMI stays open 
and we are prepared to do whatever it takes to pro-
tect our jobs, our members, and the future of this 
plant.” 
Oxford MP Arpan Khanna posted a letter he wrote 
to Joly on social media, where he demanded an up-
date on the situation. She gave GM 15 days to de-
liver a full update on its “next steps” for workers at 
the plant. That deadline has come and gone with no 
plan released by the automaker.
 “I have been asking a lot of questions. The time-
line the Liberals put in was their own timeline,” 
said Khanna. “When I asked her in Parliament, she 
stood up in the House and said within 15 days GM 
would present us with a plan. She made that state-
ment, and she is the minister of industry. We will 
hold the government to their own promises.”
Khanna said he’s reached out to Joly and has asked 
General Motors for a meeting this week.
“I’ve been in touch with Mayor Petrie, Mike Van 
Boekel, so we are doing everything possible for 
our autoworkers. I will always be a voice for them. 
There are thousands of spinoff jobs being affected 

by this in the transportation and parts industries.”
He also accused the Liberal government of selling 
out autoworkers across the province and said the fu-
ture for the industry looks grim.
“We have also seen this with the GM plant in Osha-
wa, the Stellantis plant in Brampton. We are headed 
down a dangerous path. We have a Prime Minis-
ter who promised elbows up and promised to be a 
champion for workers. He is clearly failing and not 
living up to what he said he would deliver.”

Khanna said he is also disappointed with the Lib-
eral government’s lack of consultation with oppo-
sition parties, despite its promise to do the exact 
opposite.
“They talk a big game, but they don’t collaborate. 
We saw that with the budget, we saw that on other 
files. They put on this show that they are ready to 
collaborate, but don’t follow through on it. That’s 
why I am getting together with the mayor, the 
union, and others, to see what we can do to fight for 
autoworkers. This government has been a complete 
failure when it comes to working with all levels of 
government and stakeholders.”
The federal and provincial governments kicked in 
a combined half a billion dollars to retool the In-
gersoll facility. Khanna said the opposition has not 
been given a copy of the agreement the automaker 
signed with the government.
“We want to see if anything was given in terms of 
job security, but this government has been lacking 
in transparency on almost every single file, and we 
will keep raising these issues in Parliament.”
GM Canada has released a statement saying it has 
no plans to remove anything from its Ingersoll plant.
“GM has no intention at this time to remove manu-
facturing equipment and our focus continues to be 
supporting our people and working with Unifor and 
governments to evaluate opportunities for Cami.”

Oxford MP looking for answers on CAMI plant
LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Remember that time when Amazon sponsored your 
church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of Girl Guide 
cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza to your 
child’s soccer team when they won the championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

Woodstock Ingersoll Echo

@WI_Echo

The

Is Now On

Follow Us:

(UNIFOR PHOTO)
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The more people you meet, the small-
er the world becomes. As I have pursued 
the histories of various veterans from the 
Ingersoll area I have “met” some people 
with amazing stories to be told. The fol-
lowing is just one such example. 

Born in Walkerton Ontario in 1892, 
Norman Russell Anderson was a twen-
ty-two year old working for the Mer-
chant’s Bank in Ingersoll and was a reg-
ular attendee of St. Paul’s Presbyterian 
Church where he sang in the choir and 
was elected president of their Young 
People’s Society. He was employed as 
a ledger keeper in the Ingersoll branch 
at 99 Thames Street North (northeast 
corner of Thames and Charles Streets) 
and at the branch in Beachville. In the 
days when bank employees lived on site 
and often provided in-house security, 
“Andy” boarded with fellow bank em-
ployee Robert McNiven in the apartment 
above the bank.

The 5’ 11” 22-year-old Anderson en-
listed in April 1916 with the 168th (Ox-
ford) Battalion; his enlistment number 
was 675898. He was promoted to the 
rank of Sergeant in July of that year.

In October of 1916, while still based at 
Camp Borden, Sergeant Anderson was 
honourably discharged in order to take 
a commission in the Royal Flying Corps. 
The 168th shipped out to England twenty 
days later. 

He was not the only young man with 
Ingersoll ties to leave the infantry. Fel-
low infantryman Jack Boles had also re-

signed from the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force to take to the skies.

Both Boles and Anderson transferred 
to the Royal Flying Corps and trained to 
be pilots. In the spring of 1917, both Lieu-
tenants went on operations in France. 
Boles was later stationed in Essex and 
died when his plane crashed shortly after 
take-off. Anderson also crashed one of 
his planes. Returning to base following 
an operational mission over No Man’s 
Land, he accidentally crashed into a Nis-
san hut in May of 1917 but was able to 
walk away. Like Jack Boles, “Andy” was 
also brought back to the United King-
dom, but to be an instructor with the 
RAF. When the Armistice came in No-
vember of 1918, he was on staff of the 
RAF Flying Instructor's School at Ayr, 
Scotland. 

Anderson returned to Canada in 1920 
to become one of the original members 
of the Canadian Air Force and later 
served on the Air Board as Inspector 
of civil aircraft and flying personnel. 
In 1923 he was given command of the 
f light training school at Camp Borden. 
He was selected to attend a Flying In-
structors' course at RAF Central Flying 
School at Uphaven, England in 1925, and 
the RAF Staff College at Andover, En-
gland in 1927. 

It would seem that while he was sta-
tioned at Camp Borden between 1923 
and 1927, he still had time to socialize. 
That same year, 1927, he married Mary 
Dorothea Grasett of Barrie. 

During the next number of years, he 
held commands at Camp Borden, Winni-
peg (where their daughter Marian Hope 

was born; siblings Alistair, Colin and 
Hugh would follow), and in Ottawa. 

In December 1939 he became Air Offi-
cer Commanding Eastern Air Command 
with headquarters at Halifax and played 
a major part in the organization of Cana-
da's Atlantic coast air defences. 

RCAF Eastern Air Command was re-
sponsible for air operations on the Atlan-
tic coast of Canada during the Second 

World War. It played a critical role in 
anti-submarine operations in Canadian 
and Newfoundland waters during the 
Battle of the Atlantic. Eastern Air Com-
mand also had several fighter squadrons 
and operational training units under its 
umbrella. To that end, f light instructor 
Merton McKelvey of Ingersoll who was 
stationed on the east coast would have 
reported to Anderson. 

In 1944 Anderson was recognized for 
his service by being appointed a Com-
mander in the Most Honourable Order of 
the Bath KCB/DCB. The citation accom-
panying this order stated in part that: 
"Air Vice-Marshal Anderson, with out-
standing organizing ability, energy and 
initiative, for many years very success-
fully filled a position of great responsi-
bility as Air Officer Commanding, East-
ern Air Command. As Air Member for 
Air Staff for the past twenty months, this 
conscientious and very thorough officer 
has efficiently and judiciously undertak-
en the responsibility of all Home War 
planning and operations."

Air Vice-Marshall Anderson retired in 
1945, but recognition of his service did 
not cease.

In 1947, France awarded him the Croix 
de Guerre and made him an Officier de l' 
Ordre National de la Legion d'Honneur. 
The following year, the United States 
government named him a Command-
er in the Legion of Merit. This degree 
is awarded for services comparable to 
those for which a Distinguished Service 
Medal.

Norman Russell “Andy” Anderson 
died in Ottawa in 1948 of leukemia. 

SCOTT GILLIES

Contributor

Route to the Past – The Pathway to the Stars
Started in Oxford

Norman Russell Anderson.
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

As Ontario farmers prepare to gath-
er for the Ontario Federation of Agri-
culture’s Annual General Meeting next 
week, it’s a natural time to reflect on the 
year behind us — a year that has tested 
our resilience, unity, and determination 
like few others.

Every season brings its share of chal-
lenges for Ontario farmers, but the past 
twelve months have been extraordinary. 
A year ago, none of us could have imag-
ined that one of the biggest threats to our 
industry, our livelihoods, and even our 
country would come from our closest 
trading partner and neighbour.

What we’ve experienced since then has 
truly been a year like no other.

Farmers are no strangers to uncertain-
ty — weather, markets, and regulations 
are part of our daily reality — but recent 
events have reminded us how vulnerable 
we can be to forces beyond our control. 
The arrival of a new U.S. administration 
has brought turbulence and unpredict-
ability that continue to put tariffs and 

trade squarely at the forefront of national 
discussions.

At the OFA, Ontario’s largest general 
farm organization that represents about 
88% of the province’s farmers, we’ve tak-
en these challenges head-on.

Working with our provincial and feder-
al partners, we’ve embraced a Team Can-
ada approach to ensure farmers’ voices 
are heard where key decisions are made. 
That means meetings, media interviews, 
farm show conversations, committee par-
ticipation, video updates, and grassroots 
advocacy — all part of the ongoing work 
our OFA team carries out every day.

Even in difficult times, adversity can 
spark collaboration and innovation. This 
year, we’ve seen how working together 
makes our voice stronger. A united letter 
endorsed by farm organizations across 
the country sent a clear message to gov-
ernment: agriculture is the backbone of 
Canada’s economy, and farmers need 
stability to keep producing the food, fuel, 
flowers, and fibre our country relies on.

We also supported the Let’s Grow Can-
ada initiative at the federal level, a collec-
tive effort to strengthen our food system 

and ensure Canadian agriculture remains 
competitive in a volatile world. Real 
progress can take time, but many things 
are possible when we stand together with 
purpose and persistence.

Trade isn’t the only file where OFA has 
been active. We’ve continued to advocate 
for more effective business risk manage-
ment tools, because stability and predict-
ability are critical when markets are vol-
atile and costs keep rising.

We’ve pressed for improvements to in-
terprovincial trade, to remove barriers 
that restrict growth opportunities here 
at home. And we’ve been vocal about 
the urgent need for more local process-
ing capacity — investments that would 
create jobs, strengthen rural economies, 
and reduce dependence on fragile supply 
chains.

None of this work happens in isolation. 
It depends on strong partnerships with 
agricultural commodity organizations, 
industry leaders, and all levels of govern-
ment. Most importantly, it depends on 
our local federations of agriculture and 
their dedicated volunteers who keep OFA 
grounded in the day-to-day realities of 

farms and rural life across Ontario.
What I’m most proud of this year is how 

Ontario’s farm community has demon-
strated resilience, creativity, and unity 
in the face of uncertainty. Farmers aren’t 
just problem-identifiers — we’re prob-
lem-solvers. We bring practical ideas and 
real-world solutions to the table, and we 
work tirelessly to keep agriculture thriv-
ing for generations to come.

Every season brings new challenges, 
but also new opportunities to innovate, 
to grow stronger, and to help shape the 
future of our sector. OFA will continue 
to be the voice of Ontario farmers and 
working for solutions that strengthen On-
tario agriculture and our rural communi-
ties.

As we head into our annual general 
meeting next week, I want to thank our 
members for their trust, input, and sup-
port; the policy and decision makers and 
business leaders who take the time to 
meet with us; and the many, many Ontar-
ians who support local food and farming 
every day in a multitude of ways.

Ontario agriculture appreciates your 
support.

OFA Viewpoint: Finding opportunity amid uncertainty
DREW SPOELSTRA

President, Ontario Federation of Agriculture
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“I love it when a plan comes 
together.”

I’m guessing that none of 
the four young partners in 
the astonishing new Niag-
ara-on-the-lake restaurant, 
Revé, is old enough to remem-
ber that quote. But it applies.

Because Revé is indeed the 
result of a plan that has come 
together, beautifully. Or, to 
quote from their website, “Four 
individuals with one collective 
dream: to curate a journey like 
no other.”

That “journey” involves 
unique and amazing food, and 
all of the stories behind the 
culinary creations. And the 
four individuals are two young 
couples: Anna Katherine and 
Kevin Gillingham, and Nicole 
Pisarenko and Adriano Cap-
puzzello.

In many ways, this is a love 
story. Love for food. Love for 
the land. Love for culture. And 

love for each other.
Adriano is Chef. He’s a native 

of Sicily, where his culinary 
story began. That’s also where 
Adriano and Nicole’s story be-
gan – she was on a study trip 
from Geroge Brown College 
when she met Adriano.

Anna and Kevin come to the 
restaurant business as event 
planners. But they shared the 
vision of running a superb 
restaurant with their friends.

And so, less than three 
months ago, Revé opened.

The moment you walk in the 
door, you begin to experience 
the story. Suspended from the 
ceiling is a unique bit of living 
décor – a large, moss-covered 
panel. Anna explains that their 
goal was to create an atmo-
sphere to reflect the philosophy 
of the restaurant ¬– food that is 
“farm to table,” locally sourced 
from the Niagara Peninsula 
and southwestern Ontario.

And, oh, what food! Guests 
can order from a menu, but the 
hosts rather prefer that they 
don’t. Because the true experi-
ence at Revé is to dine at the 
Chef’s Counter, seated near the 
open fire, anticipating the next 
astonishing taste to come your 
way, each a step in a 10-course 
“blind journey”.

So, we did. A visit and a story 
from Chef Adriano accompany 
each course. He explains the 
dish, and tells the story behind 
it. Many of the “tastes” involve 
a wonderful combination of Si-
cilian and Canadian cuisines. 
Like our third course, an ex-
quisite beef tartare, prepared 

by Chef Adriano as a memo-
ry of Sicilian tuna tartare. But 
the grass-fed beef comes from 
Heatherbrae Farms in Welles-
ley!

Chef Adriano, who has 
worked in Michelin Star kitch-
ens throughout Europe and 
Canada, consistently finds a 
way to combine the magic of 
uber-high-end recipes with 
food prepared by his Sicilian 
mother and grandmother. Such 
as delicious venison, dubbed 
“Mama’s Pizzaiola”, made with 
cherry tomato, oregano, black 
garlic zabalone, and undoubt-
edly several more secret ingre-
dients.

The menu celebrates inter-
national f lavours, from Sable 
Fish that reflects Korean barbe-
cue, to Beef Bavette, a taste of 
France. Adapted and improved, 
of course, by Chef Adriano and 
his talented team.

I won’t elaborate on all ten 
courses – because they will 
undoubtedly be changed by the 
time you dine at Revé. That’s 
part of the charm – you don’t 
know what you will be eating, 
but you know it will be amaz-
ing, an experience that stretch-
es for hours.

Each course – a small serv-
ing, beautifully presented – is 
served on dinnerware hand-
made specifically for Revé by 
a glass artist in Sicily. And by 
the way, you can have a f light 
of wines paired with your food 
– in our case, several superb 
wines from Ontario or Sicily. 

I mentioned that each course 
includes a story. In truth, Chef 

Adriano’s personal story is 
captivating. Because his father 
knew the owner, Adriano was 
able to get a summer job in a 
Michelin-star restaurant in Sic-
ily when he was only 14 years 
old. He immediately announced 
to his family that this was to be 
his calling, and that he didn’t 
want to go to school any more. 
His parents overruled that idea, 
but Adriano continued to spend 
all of his out-of-school hours in 
high-end restaurants, learning 
the culinary arts.

At age 17, he moved to Ma-
drid, working in a small restau-
rant where he was the chef. He 
told me that he spent is off-
hours visiting other restau-
rants, for the first time encoun-
tering cuisines like Vietnamese 
and Mexican.

Adriano then moved to Mal-
ta, “where I got to work with 
Chef Andrew Pace. He’s a vi-
sionary. He opened my eyes.” 

Eventually, after working in 
top-of-the-line restaurants in 
Italy and Berlin, he came home 
to Sicily. Where he met Ni-
cole, who in turn brought him 
home to Canada. He contin-
ued to work as a chef, includ-
ing at Langdon Hall, but now, 
his personal vision – shared by 
Nicole, Anna and Kevin – has 
become a reality in Niaga-
ra-on-the-lake.

The 10-course Chef’s Count-
er tasting menu costs $225; 
wine, either individual or a 
matching flight, is extra. If 
you normally eat at a fast-food 
joint, that will seem like a lot. 
But if you are a foodie, or more 

simply a lover of good food, 
you’ll be hitting the website to 
make a reservation. 

We sat next to a couple who 
were making their third trip 
to Revé in only a couple of 
months. They praised “the hos-
pitality, the food, everything!”

They were right: Revé is just 
that good.

Paul Knowles is an au-
thor and travel writer, and 
Past-President of the Travel 
Media Association of Canada. 
To contact Paul about travel, 
his books, or speaking engage-
ments, email pknowles@gold-
en.net. 

PAUL KNOWLES

Echo Contributor

The shared vision of two couples creates a dining dream

The simple exterior of the restau-
rant, in a Mary Street strip mall, 
belies the culinary masterpiece 
inside.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)

The fire of the candles and the moss on the ceiling feature invoke Revé's connection to 
the land and nature.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
The visionary owners of the new restaurant; from left, Chef Adriano Cappuzzello, Nicole 
Pisarenko, Anna Katherine and Kevin Gillingham.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
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Riddles

Word Search

Featured Pet

Nominate your pet to be a Featured Pet by emailing info@theecho.ca

Solutions on page 31

Sudoku
by PeterS 2025

         

  4 7 3 6 9   

 1   8   3  

 3   2   7  

 9 7 1  3 6 8  

 6   9   1  

 8   1   4  

  3 4 7 5 8   

         

What has a head and a tail but no body? 
Coin 
 
What can you catch but not throw? 
Cold 
 
What goes around the world but always 
stays in one place? 
Stamp 
 
What has an eye but cannot see? 
Needle 
 
What has many teeth but cannot bite? 
Comb 
 
What comes down but never goes up? 
Rain 
 
What can travel faster than anything else, 
but is never seen moving? 
Thought 
 
What has a bed but never sleeps and a 
mouth but never eats? 
River 
 
What has keys that can’t open locks and 
pedals that don't brake or accelerate? 
Piano 
 
What has a thumb and four fingers but is 
not your hand? 
Glove 
 
What belongs to you, but other people use 
it more than you do? 
Your name

HOLIDAY GIVING

GENEROSITY

KINDNESS

SURPRISE

GRATITUDE

WRAPPING

GIVING

FAMILY

FRIENDS

JOYFUL

CHARITY

STOCKING

HOLIDAY

MEMORIES

TOGETHER

WARMTH

Holiday Giving Word Search
O  M  H  P  I  L  U  Q  Z  D  O  W  J  O  Y  F  U  L  H  C

T  T  T  S  T  O  C  K  I  N  G  P  H  X  M  H  A  G  G  G

O  A  W  T  R  M  E  M  O  R  I  E  S  V  G  O  B  E  P  I

G  S  U  R  P  R  I  S  E  M  N  S  L  U  D  L  Y  R  E  A

E  J  L  X  M  Q  N  I  Z  L  L  A  P  A  M  I  B  T  U  G

T  H  S  E  S  K  K  I  N  D  N  E  S  S  Z  D  D  V  V  E

H  G  J  U  Z  K  Z  E  Q  Y  S  S  N  V  I  A  T  Q  W  N

E  Z  W  B  B  C  W  A  R  M  T  H  D  O  I  Y  K  L  Q  E

R  F  H  S  F  M  C  F  C  P  F  W  E  K  P  Q  B  A  C  R

F  R  I  E  N  D  S  A  Q  C  M  W  Q  P  Q  W  T  A  U  O

C  H  A  R  I  T  Y  Q  X  I  H  D  T  P  W  B  G  Y  B  S

M  J  K  V  Y  J  W  H  U  G  H  U  T  O  E  G  D  R  V  I

B  D  H  B  W  G  E  Q  A  J  Q  Q  J  T  H  W  F  F  D  T

I  D  G  C  T  T  O  W  R  A  P  P  I  N  G  T  A  F  Y  Y

S  H  M  T  J  F  D  O  S  H  C  M  Z  Q  I  J  M  C  Y  G

J  F  F  D  L  S  L  N  T  U  P  L  I  F  C  P  I  Z  D  K

Z  G  K  F  G  Z  F  P  V  K  O  B  O  R  Y  Y  L  K  B  K

S  Y  M  G  R  A  T  I  T  U  D  E  T  G  V  U  Y  O  J  Y

G  F  F  O  K  W  A  E  D  M  G  B  U  I  Z  S  W  J  C  D

K  G  F  I  J  B  M  N  E  V  U  R  I  G  I  V  I  N  G  S

Words to Find:
Generosity
Kindness
Surprise
Gratitude
Wrapping
Giving
Family
Friends
Joyful
Charity
Stocking
Holiday
Memories
Together
Warmth

MOOSE
Our Moose is a 
very, very good 

boy. He is a border 
collie mix who lives 
with horses, goats, 
chickens, 3 kitties 

and has lots of 
doggie friends also. 

Loved by many.
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COMING EVENTS

"TIME, TALENT & TREASURES" 
ONLINE AUCTION
November 18-25, 2025
St. James' Anglican Church, Ingersoll
Bid on unique items such as Toronto Maple 
Leaf tickets, hockey jersey, homemade goods 
and crafts, delicious baking and savoury 
dishes, services of time and talents, vintage 
and collectible items, awesome gift baskets 
and gift certificates.  You can view the items 
without registering at http://www.32auctions.
com/stjamesingersoll.  You must create an 
account to bid. For more details, please 
contact: Deb Landon at 519-860-0999 or 

dlandon@rogers.com.

EXPERIENCE FANSHAWE AT OPEN 
HOUSE
All locations are open from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Saturday, November 29
Meet faculty and current students from all 
areas of Fanshawe
Drop-in and ask about your program 
interests, career options and becoming a 
Fanshawe student. Hear from college experts 
on student life, admissions, financial aid, 
and more! Explore our campuses at London, 
Woodstock, Simcoe, St. Thomas, Clinton and 
Tiverton

LET’S FALL INTO COUNTRY MUSIC 
WITH THE INGERSOLL COUNTRY 
MUSIC JAMBOREE
December 5: 1 to 4 p.m. 
Masonic Hall, 190 Thames St., Ingersoll
Join us. Walk ins welcome. Qualifications, 
love 50-70’s country music, perform, listen, 
dance, and enjoy.

FAMILY FUN DAY @ EMMANUEL 
REFORMED CHURCH
170 Clarke St. Woodstock, ON
November 22: 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Penny Sale   -   Silent Auction  -   Bake Sale

Games for all Ages
Delicious Soup  - Chili  -  Hot Dogs  -  Buns
Yummy Desserts  - Drinks
FREE ADMISSION - EVERYONE 
WELCOME

OXFORD GOES TO WAR
Wednesday, November 26: 6:30 p.m.
Chartwell Gardens, 423 Devonshire Ave. 
(Main Entrance)
Special Presentation by Scott Gillies, Chair 
OxHS.   
Free event, Donations welcome!

ANNUAL COMMUNITY CAROL 
CONCERT
Sunday November 30: 7:00 p.m.
Knox Presbyterian  Church Woodstock, 
Corner of Riddell and Hunter
Free will offering supporting Operating 
Sharing - The Christmas Place

WOODSTOCK COIN CLUB 
PRESENTS
A CONTEST OF MEDAL DESIGN
CELEBRATING OUR CITY'S 125TH 
ANNIVERSARY
THEME: WHAT DOES WOODSTOCK 
MEAN TO ME?
WHO CAN ENTER? ANYONE! And as 
often as you like.
TWO CATEGORIES: ADULT (18+) AND 
YOUTH
One winner from each category will receive 
a set of medals with their design and initials 
on the medal itself, plus a numismatic prize.
DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING YOU 
DESIGN: DECEMBER 1, 2025
Designs to be submitted to: 
wcc2026contest@gmail.com

Woodstock Choralaires, with guest artist 
Mark Weatherly,  presents
MERRY CHRISTMAS, MERRY 
CHRISTMAS
Saturday, December 6: 3:00 p.m.
Knox Church in Woodstock
Tickets are $30 (12 and under free), available 
at Wilson & Markle Jewelers or online at 
ticketscene.ca

ST. PAUL’S CHRISTMAS MARKET
December 6: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, 56 Thames 
St. S., Ingersoll
Join us for a festive market to include a 
Penny Sale (Draw at 12:30 pm), Treasure 
Chest, Local Craft Vendors, Christmas candy, 
cookies, frozen fruit pies, turkey pies, frozen 
soups, casseroles & cabbage rolls. It will be a 
wonderful day to pick up your favourite treats 
and gifts and share the festive spirit. We hope 
you can join us!

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

December 6: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
The Church of The Epiphany, Dundas St. 
Woodstock
There will be lots for everyone. Homemade 
Cookies, Candy, Preserves. Baking table 
with lots of homemade baking and our 
famous Christmas Pudding and shortbread. 
Our deli table will have, Shepherds Pie, 
Turkey Pies, etc. There will also be an Attic 
Treasures room full of gently used Christmas 
decorations. Check out the several vendors 
that will be here to help you with your 
Christmas Shopping.

MONTHLY VON BLOOD PRESSURE 
CLINIC
Last Tuesday of every Month:
10 a.m. to Noon
Ingersoll Pharmasave
19 King St. E., Ingersoll

TILLSONBURG DUPLICATE 
BRIDGE CLUB
Interested in Bridge? Join us every Friday 
at the Tillsonburg Duplicate Bridge Club 
at 1 p.m. at The Senior Centre. Don’t have 
a partner? Come anyway and we will match 
you up with someone.  For more information, 
visit their Facebook page: TburgBridge.

THE OPTIMIST CLUB OF OXFORD 
COUNTY
The Optimists bring out the best in Youth, 
Community, and Themselves. If anyone is 
interested in coming out to meet us and learn 
more about us please email brenda7621@
outlook.com

REPAIR CAFÉ - TOSS IT? NO WAY! 
1st Saturday of each month: 9 a.m. to 
Noon
St. John’s Church 685860 Oxford Highway 
2, Eastwood, ON N4S 7V9
St. John’s, Eastwood, now affiliated with 
Repair Café International (look for us at 
repaircafe.org). Meets the first Saturday 
of every month 9am to noon at St. John’s 
Church 685860 Oxford Highway 2, 
Eastwood, ON N4S 7V9. Repairs made 
to clothing, linens, household items, toys, 
musical instruments etc. Save money, learn 
how to make your own repairs. Volunteers 
welcome. Payment by donation.

CALLING ALL LOCAL VENDORS!
511 Finkle St., Woodstock, ON
Saturday, December 6: 1 - 4 p.m.
Cedarview’s Annual Christmas Bazaar is 
back, and we’re on the lookout for talented 
vendors to join us! We’re seeking: Artisan 
goods, Crafts, Holiday décor, Homemade 
goodies, Unique gifts & all things Christmas! 
Apply by November 1st to secure your spot! 
To join, send your info + business details to: 
lisa.eccleston@bwliving.com, (226) 458-

INGERSOLL CHORAL 
SOCIETY PRESENTS 
“CHRISTMAS BELLS”
December 13: 2 and 7 p.m.
Ingersoll CRC,
429 King St. W, Ingersoll
Christmas music for the whole 
family, with special guest - 
Thamesford Handbell Choir.    Bake 
Sales. Tickets $25, kids 12 and 
under $15.  Patina’s, Ingersoll, 
Long & McQuade, Woodstock,  
online https://ticketscene.ca/o/
Ingersollchoralsociety.

Woodstock Ingersoll Echo

www.granthaven.com

CONVENIENT WAYS TO ACCESS 
YOUR NEWSPAPER!

Stay up-to-date with the latest news and local stories. View the current edition 
online 24/7 at www.granthaven.com/woodstock-ingersoll-echo
Don’t miss a beat and sign up free to receive each edition straight to your inbox.
For those of you who prefer to have a printed copy of the paper we will continue to drop 
off paper at many local businesses and community spaces. 

SCAN TO READ 
ONLINE PAPER

SCAN FOR PICK 
UP LOCATIONS
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3294. Don’t miss this chance to be part of a festive commu-
nity event full of holiday cheer! 

GRIEF SUPPORT FOR MAID RELATED LOSS
This monthly in-person grief support group for loss related to 
Medical Assistance in Dying (MAiD) offers a compassionate, 
safe space to explore this unique loss.  The group will meet 
the 4th Wednesday of the month from 1 – 2:30 p.m. at 
the Thamesford Library, 165 Dundas St., Thamesford. The 
group is free of charge and pre-registration is requested. The 
next meeting is Wednesday, November 26th.  To register 
or inquire about an evening group, contact 519-866-3016 or 
email faye@compassionategriefsupport.ca.   

PEER SUPPORT GROUP FOR PARENTS & 
CAREGIVERS
Third Wednesday of each month:
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
21 Wellington St., Woodstock
(Virtual options available)
PCMH is a peer support program providing support to 
parents and caregivers across Ontario with lived experience 
raising children and youth with mental health challenges. 
For more information, please visit family.cmho.org or 
oxfordcounty@pcmh.ca. We are also on Facebook: Parents 
for Children's Mental Health ~ Oxford County
VON OXFORD GRIEF CARE:
FREE MONTHLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Register at: oxford.griefsupport@von.ca or 519-539-1231 
Ext 6299 or 6296

TILLSONBURG
WHEN: 2nd Tuesday of every month
WHERE: VON Oxford Office 24 Brock St. W., Tillsonburg
TIME: 6:30PM-8:00PM
INGERSOLL
WHEN: 4th Tuesday of every month
WHERE: Ingersoll Public Library 130 Oxford St., Ingersoll
TIME: 10:30AM –12:00Noon
WOODSTOCK
WHEN: 3rd Saturday of every month
WHERE: Sakura House Hospice 715180 Oxford Rd.4, 
Woodstock
TIME: 10:30AM-12:00 Noon

THE LIONS CLUB OF WOODSTOCK
The Lions Club of Woodstock has been serving the 
community and Oxford County with kindness and generosity 
since 1931. The Lions always place the needs of neighbours 
and communities first. Through the dedication and hard 
work of our volunteer members, we are serving those in 
need together. If you are interested in becoming a member or 
simply wish to learn more by attending one of our monthly 
meetings, please email Steve Iorio at steveiorio4@gmail.com 
for more information. 

COLOURING THROUGH GRIEF
Caring Hearts Support Network:
St. David's United Church,
190 Springbank Ave., Woodstock ON
Third Wednesday monthly. One time fee of $15. Registration 
is required.
Call 519-536-3370. Check out website
www.caringheartssupportnetwork.com

OXFORD PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Meetings: 2nd Tuesday (2 to 4 p.m.) and 4th Tuesday (7 to 
9 p.m.)
September to May
Church of the Epiphany, 560 Dundas Street, Woodstock 
Ontario N4S 1C7
If you have never belonged to a stamp club, now's the time. 
Meet new friends, grow your knowledge and collection. 
Contact: Don Eaton dhfe@silomail.com
Website: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford

OXFORD COUNTY BRANCH OF ONTARIO 
ANCESTORS
Are you looking to start a summer pastime?  Are you 
interested in your family history?  Oxford Branch has an 
extensive collection of family history and genealogical 
resources that can help you.  Come visit our Resource 
Centre at 82 Light Street, Courthouse Square, Woodstock.  
We are open Tuesdays to Thursdays 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
where volunteers are ready to help you get started or help you 
research for missing information.  You can also connect with 
us on the web at https://oxford.ogs.on.ca. We are dedicated 
to supporting and promoting genealogical research in Oxford 
County.  Hope to see you through the summer!

BEACHVILLE LEGION EVENTS:
434852 ZorraLine, Beachville

EUCHRE
Thursday nights 7 p.m.

DARTS
Friday nights 8 p.m.

BLUEGRASS AND OLD TIME COUNTRY JAM 
Saturdays 1-4 p.m.

GENTLE CHAIR YOGA
Wednesdays 7-8 pm

KARAOKE WITH KEN PYLE
November 22: 7-11 p.m. 

CEDARVIEW RETIREMENT HOME EVENTS:
511 Finkle St, Woodstock

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Saturday December 6: 1-4 p.m.
Accepting non perishable food items for the food bank. FREE 
event

DOWNTOWN WOODSTOCK BIA
IMPORTANT DATES:

DOWNTOWN WOODSTOCK SHOPPING NIGHTS
November 27, December 18: 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Our monthly shopping event, Woodstock Shopping 
Night, typically occurs every 4th Thursday of the month. 
Participating stores stay open late until 8 pm to facilitate 
late-night shopping. Enjoy a great night out in downtown 
Woodstock with extended store hours & exciting specials.

CHRISTMAS IN THE SQUARE
December 12/13 & December 19/20
Get ready for a festive family adventure in Downtown 
Woodstock! Join us for free festive fun in Museum Square; 

expect smiles, laughter, and a jolly good time. Bring the 
kids and snap a free photo with Santa at his house. Take the 
opportunity to do some last minute shopping for your loved 
ones at the wonderful downtown businesses.

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION BRANCH 55 
EVENTS:

642 Dundas St, Woodstock, ON

EVENING ENTAINTMENT
November 22 - 2 For the Road
November 29 - Randy Thomas

AFTERNOON MATINEE
November 29 - Two of a Kind

FISH N CHIPS
November 23: 5-6 p.m.
Contact the Office or canteen for more info. 519-537-3112 or 
519-539-3401

SANTA BREAKFAST
November 30: 9-11 a.m.

SILENT AUCTION
Starts November 27
Ends November 29

SHUFFLEBOARD
Every Thursday 

CADETS
Every Monday

DARTS
Every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday nights

NO GENERAL MEETING THIS MONTH

COMING EVENTS
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Herd Dispersal
Live Auction Sale 

for 118 Bred Cows/Heifers
Saturday November 22, 11:00am to be held at 

554447 Mono-Amaranth TLine, Mono, ON

Auctioneers: Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264 / Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - Email: mcarthurbessey@gmail.com

Directions: Go west through Orangeville on Hwy 9 to County Rd 16 (Veterans Way at Greenwood 
Cemetery), turn north 5 miles to farm on East side. OR  From Shelburne go east on Hwy 89 for 2 
miles to Mono-Amaranth Townline, turn south & go 5 miles to farm on East side.

Cattle:

(40)Heifers:  (10)Char, (20)Black, (10)Simm & Blk - 1st time calvers, bred Angus, vaccinated, double 
moved 

(26) Heifers: (7) CharX, (8) Black, (11) Red  - bred Simm/Red Angus X, vaccinated, all double moved

(15) Heifers - Black, bred to Black Angus bull, vaccinated

(10) Charolais cows - all bred Charolais - vaccinated  

(11) Cows: (4) Black cows & calves, (4) bred cows, (3)black heifers - bred Angus/Simm X, vaccinated

(10) Charolais Cows & Calves - (4)first calf heifers with calf at side, vaccinated

(2) Charolais Cows

All Cows will be preg checked prior to sale.

Lunch Booth Washroom Available

Terms & Conditions: Cash or cheque with proper I.D. on day of sale. Owner & 
Auctioneer will not be responsible for any accidents or loss on day of sale. All 
announcements on day of sale will take precedence over printed ads.

Woodstock Ingersoll EchoSt. Marys Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Goderich SunSTRATFORDTIMESThe Paris Independent

With over 30 years of 
industry experience, my goal 
is to work together with you 
to develop a successful 
marketing strategy for your 
business needs.

Contribute to your local community 
newspaper! Send articles, sports or 

event recaps, and photos to
info@theecho.ca

Echo
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A literary classic will arrive on the Theatre 
Woodstock stage just in time for the holidays.

Kate Hamil’s adaptation of Little Women, 
a Classic novel originally written by Louisa 
May Allcott, will run from Nov. 28 to Dec. 
7. The play explores the life of the March sis-
ters Jo, Amy, Meg, and Beth as they grow 
up from girls to women during the Civil War 
and experience sisterhood, tragedy, and what 
it means to be a woman.

"You're going to laugh, you're going to 
cry,” said director Lenore Butcher. “I'm not 
going to sugar-coat this, you are going to cry 
but at the end of the day, you're going to walk 
out feeling like you've been with this fami-
ly and you've lived with this family - I think 
this covers three to four years of their lives 
- you're going to feel like you've lived those 
years with them and you're going to have a 
window into something pretty special."

Rehearsals are going well so far, with 
Butcher praising the cast’s talent and care 
for their colleagues. She said the performers 
portraying the March sisters, Alyssa Dutton 
(Meg), Katie Raymond (Amy), Lauren Tuck-

er (Jo), and Zayne Tucker (Beth), act like sis-
ters. 

"Early on in the rehearsal process, one of 
them said to me, 'I actually feel like you've 
given me three more sisters,' so the four of 
them are so kind to each other and so careful 
with each other and just really supportive of 
each other,” Butcher said. “The actress who 
plays their Marmee (Karen Vance), they got 
a whole maternal flow going, it's really won-
derful."

When she was nine years old, Butcher re-
ceived a copy of Little Women from her fa-
vourite aunt and always loved the story. She 
also read the other books in the series, Good 
Women and Little Men.

"When I read it, I was completely enam-
oured of the March sisters. I read every book 
that Louisa May Allcott wrote about them,” 
she explained.

Butcher thought Jo March was the most re-
latable character when she first read it, but 
now finds she can resonate with the other 
sisters too.

"I thought I was Jo. I think every girl 
thinks she's Jo. As I've gone through the pro-
cess, I've started to realize that we're actually 
a little bit of everything. We're all a little bit 

of Meg, we're all a little bit of Jo, we're a little 
bit of Beth, and yes, we're even all a little bit 
of Amy at times. It's always resonated deep-
ly, such a beloved story."

The story of the March sisters has sever-
al adaptations in theatre, literature, and film 
combined, touching on themes still relevant 
today, like PTSD, post-partum depression, 
and what it means to be a woman. Butcher 
went with Hamil’s version because of how 
she tackles womanhood.

"She's really highlighted Jo's struggles 

about what it means to be a woman, and I 
think every woman goes through that iden-
tity at some point in their life - trying to fig-
ure out how they're going to work in society 
when society already has rules you have to 
live under and how do we live by those rules 
or live without those rules,” she said. 

Tickets are $28 each, or $20 on Thrifty 
Thursdays. They can be purchased at the box 
office at 22 Reeve St., by calling 519-537-
2582, or online at www.theatrewoodstock.
com.

Theatre Woodstock’s Little Women heartwarming take 
on family and growing up
EMILY STEWART

Echo Correspondent

(Left to right) Katie Raymond, Lauren Tucker, Karen Vance (center), Zayne Tucker, and Al-
yssa Dutton will portray the March family during Theatre Woodstock’s production of Little 
Women. 

(EMILY STEWART PHOTO)
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Annual arts and craft show attracts big crowd
The community came out in full force 

on Saturday, Nov. 15, as the 43rd Wood-
stock Arts and Craft Show transformed 
the Oxford Auditorium into a bustling 
marketplace of creativity. Running from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., the event welcomed at-
tendees of all ages who took advantage 
of the chance to explore the work of over 
100 talented artisans. Makers from across 
Southwestern Ontario presented an exten-
sive range of handcrafted products—ev-
erything from home décor and candles to 

soaps, wreaths, wood creations, and spe-
cialty pet items. Many visitors left with 
gifts in hand, having found that special 
something they had been searching for.  
With $5.00 admission and free entry for 
children 12 and under, families and shop-
pers alike enjoyed a vibrant atmosphere 
that celebrated artistry, craftsmanship, 
and community spirit. Organizers were 
pleased to see the long-running event 
continue to thrive and inspire.

(RON YUZARK PHOTOS)

Shoppers admired the one-of-a-kind holiday décor that Michael from Garden Concepts 
brought to the show

Custom Crochet and More’s Alexandra and Colette delighted shoppers with their variety of 
handcrafted pieces

Crowds moved through the busy auditorium as they looked for special one-of-a-kind items

Share the Spirit of Christmas with the

heather@granthaven.com
226.261.1837 | granthaven.com

Get a head start on the season with the 
Woodstock Ingersoll Echo’s Christmas 
Greetings, publishing December 19 — a 
great way to wish the community a 
Merry Christmas and thank your 
customers for their support. 

A portion of proceeds will be donated to 
Woodstock Hospital Foundation & 
Alexandra Hospital Foundation, 
helping provide care and comfort to 
local families. 

Don’t wait — reserve your greeting today!
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CLASSIFIEDS
Santa Suit complete withi beard and hat, in good con-
dition. Reasonable priced. Call 519 424 9757 or leave 
message and phone number. Marlene Boakes 464923 
Curries Rd Woodstock ON N4S 7V8

FOR SALE

SUDOKUQUIZ ANSWERS

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

REAL ESTATE

WINDOWS & DOORS
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1. North Atlantic Ocean
2. The soprano
3. Notre Dame
4. Wasabi
5. Nov 10th, 1975
6. Mariah Carey
7. Brian Griffin
8. A drey
9. Italy
20. James Gandolfini

Pickup truck, Chevy Colorado or GMC Canyon, run-
ning or not. Call 519-495-6676.

WANTED TO BUY

E-BIKES & SCOOTERS

briteesolutions.ca

Unit 384-525 Beards Lane, Woodstock
519-602-7545 | briteesolutions@gmail.com

• E-Bikes • Mobility Scooters
• Sales and Services

• Battery Replacements
and Upgrades

Official                       Dealer

J O I N  O U R  T E A M  A S  A  
N E W S P A P E R  A D V E R T I S I N G  

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E !

Are you a motivated self-starter with a passion for
sales and marketing? Do you thrive in a flexible work
environment where you can set your own schedule? 
If so, we have the perfect opportunity for you!

Location: Work from Anywhere!
Schedule: Your Own Schedule
Type: Commission 

About Grant Haven Media: At Grant Haven Media, we
are committed to delivering top-quality news and
information to our readers. As a leading newspaper
company, we take pride in our dedication to
journalistic excellence and community engagement.
As we continue to grow, we're looking for enthusiastic
individuals to join our dynamic sales team.

WE ARE
H I R I N GH I R I N G

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  c o n t a c t
H e a t h e r  D u n b a r  a t :

h e a t h e r @ g r a n t h a v e n . c o m

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  c o n t a c t
H e a t h e r  D u n b a r  a t :

h e a t h e r @ g r a n t h a v e n . c o m

It is with broken hearts 
and profound sadness that 
we announce the passing 
of  Ronald Robert Joyce 
‘Ron’ at LHSC - Victoria 
Hospital on Friday 
November 7, 2025, in his 
87th year.     
Ron was born and raised in 
Toronto (Willowdale) and 
after retirement resided in 
Huntsville and Woodstock. 
He was a bookbinder for 
33 years at Photoengravers 
and Electrotypers in 

Rexdale, Ontario.  Golf  was his passion after retirement. 
He was a Golf  Marshall at the Deerhurst Resort for 
several years while living in Huntsville.  After moving 
to Woodstock, he was a member of  the Southgate 
Community Centre Seniors’ Golf  Club for several years.  
In his younger years, he enjoyed downhill skiing, boating, 
camping and cottaging. One of  the highlights of  his life’s 
journey was when he went “swimming with the sharks” 
in the Caribbean.  He was an accomplished woodworker 
and carpenter.  Ronnie was very social and enjoyed a 
good gathering of  friends and family with a ready smile 
and infectious laugh.  He was extremely kind and always 
keen to lend a helping hand.  Ron was generous with his 
knowledge and eager to teach others valuable lifelong 
skills in many areas including golf, woodworking, auto 
and home maintenance and boating.  Ron also sang with 
the Muskoka Music Men for several years while he lived 
in Huntsville.
Ron is survived by Valerie (nee Springall), his wife of  
47 years, and two daughters – Terry Lynn (John) and 
Catherine (Brian).  He adored and was so proud of  his 
five granddaughters – Shannon, Christine, Lauren, Erin 
and Audrey.  He will be missed by a large extended family.  
Predeceased by his father Norman and his mother Elsie 
(nee Pearce) and his brothers Arthur and Douglas.
Cremation has taken place. A Celebration of  Life will 
be held at a later date.  In lieu of  flowers, if  desired, 
donations may be made to the Canadian Cancer Society 
- Wheels of  Hope or to a charity of  your choice would 
be appreciated. The family wishes to acknowledge the 
incredible dedication of  Dr. Singh of  the Spine Surgery 
team at London’s Victoria Hospital, her very dedicated 
team members, and the very kind and compassionate 
nursing staff  at Victoria Hospital who provided palliative 
and comfort care in the last few days of  Ron’s life.
Wareing Cremation Services, 225 Norwich Ave., 
Woodstock, Ontario has been entrusted with Final 
Arrangements.  Your messages of  remembrance and 
condolence may be shared at www.wareingcremation.ca

RONALD
JOYCE

AUGUST 9, 1939 - NOVEMBER 7, 2025

OBITUARY

Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches, Plums, 
Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, Blue-
berry, Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc. Lots of 
Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy hedg-
es, Sizes 1 to 6+. Flowering shrubs and much more. 
Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm
Martin's Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Road, Wroxeter (1 
concession north of Wroxeter on Belmore Line)

TREES

Visit us online
at theecho.ca

Contribute 
to your local 
community 
newspaper! 

Send articles, 
sports or event 

recaps, and 
photos to

info@theecho.ca

Echo

SHOP LOCAL.
SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that support 
your local newspaper.

theecho.ca
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Anderson Kia 1231 Dundas St. Woodstock, ON, N4S 7V9
Sales/Service: 519-537-6681 | www.andersonkia.ca

*Limited time finance offer provided through [KIA MOTORS FINANCE] on select new 2026 EV9 models through participating dealers to qualified retail customers, 
on approved credit, who take delivery from November 1, 2025 to December 1, 2025. Representative finance example based on a new and previously unregistered 
2026 EV9. Starting at $59,995.00. 2.99% finance APR up to 60 months, with a $0 down payment or equivalent trade-in, equals  monthly finance payments of 
$1271.14 – which includes: $2,150 delivery and destination fees; $100 A/C charge (where applicable); regional fees of up to $599, $599 dealer administration 
fee, lien registration fees (up to $150, including lien registering agent fee); and all other applicable fees and levies (all of which may vary by region and dealer).
Cost of borrowing is $5,508.98 for a total obligation of $76,268.40. Excludes licensing, registration, insurance and applicable sales taxes. Dealer may sell for 
less. Dealer order/trade may be required (but may not be available in all cases). Offer ends December 1, 2025 and is subject to change and extension without 
notice. While supplies last. See your participating Kia dealer or visit www.kia.ca for details. Information in this advertisement is believed to be accurate at the 
time of printing. International models and features shown. Kia is a trademark of Kia Corporation. GT-Line Package model shown.

Starting from Over 60 months at Lease and finance rebate

$ 62,245 2.99 % $ 1,000

Finance the 
2026 Kia EV9

Up to 491 km All-Electric Range Available  
All-Wheel Drive

800 V Ultra Charging

Get your EV9 today

The Kia EV9
Navigate the season with available 7-passenger seating.

COLOUR


