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Residents of St. Marys and visitors to 
downtown could see new banners with 
brand-new designs adorning downtown 
streetlights next year.

After deciding last year to do away with 
the annual hanging-basket program to save 
money on watering and the purchase of 
f lowers, the St. Marys BIA board recent-
ly voted to partner 50/50 with the town on 
having two local artists develop four new 

designs – two designs per artist – for new 
banners that would take the place of the 
hanging baskets next year. The banners 
would be hung from July 1 to Oct. 1 an-
nually.

“Because we’re not having hanging bas-
kets anymore, we’re looking to replace the 
hanging baskets with colourful banners in 
the style of the (utility boxes) that the two 
artists did downtown,” said BIA board 
member Lisa Fewster. 

Earlier this year, the designs created by 

Families f locked to the St. Marys Fire Depart-
ment just minutes after their open house began. 

The St. Marys Fire Fighters Association held 
an open house at its station on Oct. 11 for Fire 
Prevention Week. The event featured demon-
strations, displays of fire trucks and fire safety 
education. Perth County Paramedic Service and 
Stratford police were also present at the event.

Fire Prevention Week ran from Oct. 5-11 with 
a focus on safety around lithium-ion batteries 
found in laptops, cell phones, remotes, watches 
and hearing aids. The St. Marys Fire Depart-
ment paired up with the National Fire Protec-
tion Association to promote safe use of lithi-
um-ion batteries. The local firefighters shared 
safety tips on social media, such as unplugging 
devices when fully charged, keeping batteries 
away from flammable materials and charging 
devices only at room temperature. 

“Every day, there are more and more lithi-
um-ion batteries being used out there in the 
community and just showing the importance on 
how to properly use them and properly charge 
them is probably the biggest thing we could put 
an emphasis on this year,” said fire prevention 
officer Chris St. Clair. 

The fire department also recommends check-
ing batteries and changing batteries at least once 
a year, and having a proper fire-escape plan. 

Earlier in the week, the St. Marys Fire Fight-
ers Association also held its annual pigtail din-
ner and a meet-and-greet with the firefighters at 
Your Independent Grocer, with a firetruck and 
swag bags, as part of Fire Prevention Week.
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FRIDAY 9 & DINE
LAST ONE OF THE YEAR!
9 holes, cart & dinner $46 
(Burger Bar)

OCTOBER 
TOURNAMENTS
18th: Oktoberfest
25th: Scaretastic
All tournaments 
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St. Marys BIA agrees to 50/50 partnership 
with town on new banners and designs

St. Marys Fire 
Dept. open house 
closes off Fire 
Prevention Week 

TAKING A SPIN AROUND THE FIRE HALL
Evan (right) stays focused like he’s driving the fire engine. He’s pictured with Sofie Altimimi.

(EMILY STEWART PHOTO)

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 
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What began as a dream at a yoga stu-
dio turned into a full-time passion for 
Megan Annett. Her new daycare offers 
five children room to run, learn and ex-
plore the countryside.

Little Homestead Daycare is located 
in Megan Annett’s private residence on 
the 4th Line just outside of St. Marys. 
The countryside property is 1.2 acres, 
which provides small children a place to 
be toddlers and have fun. 

“I decided to start the daycare at the 
beginning of summer after leaving my 
job at a yoga studio,” said Annett. “I’ve 
always wanted to create a warm, coun-
try-style space where children can feel 
at home, the kind of place I’d want for 
my own kids. I have two little girls my-
self, so building something that feels 
nurturing and family-oriented was real-
ly important to me.”

Annett started developing the idea for 
a daycare just this past summer. She 
started advertising and posting on so-
cial media to gain some attention, and 
she opened the daycare at the beginning 
of the school year. Registration is only 
open for five spots, but she plans to ac-
cept new children once there’s more va-
cancies.

“I’d say one small challenge is that 
some parents choose to enroll their kids 

in the larger daycares in town,” said An-
nett. “But overall, it really wasn’t too 
hard to get things started. Most parents 
just message me on Facebook if they’re 
interested in enrolling, and it’s been a 
pretty easy process.”

The daycare features activities such 

as a trampoline, a playhouse, swing sets 
and a sandbox, which Annett noted is 
very popular with the children. Annett 
provides snacks and lunches for all the 
kids.

Hours of operation are 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. and Annett says the daycare will 
operate year-round. Since the daycare 

is located in the countryside, there’s no 
concern from children playing too close 
to the road, and Annett said she is with 
the kids at all times to ensure the safety 
and wellbeing of each child.

“I love watching the kids learn new 
things and grow; it’s the best part of my 
day. I provide all their snacks and lunch-
es, and every day is a little different,” 
said Annett. “There’s always something 
fun on the menu, whether it’s fresh fruit, 
cheesy perogies, or something new the 
kids want to try.

“We also have themed days through-
out the year. For Halloween, everyone 
comes in costume and at Christmas, 
we’ll have lots of festive activities and 
crafts. Since raising my own children, 
caring for these kids just comes natural-
ly. It’s such a joy, and with two friendly 
cats around, it really does feel like one 
big family.”

Children at Little Homestead Daycare 
have plenty of room to explore, with a 
swing set, climber, trampoline and a 
large sandbox – a clear favourite among 
the group. Annett said she enjoys watch-
ing the children become more comfort-
able each day.

“They were definitely shy at first, but 
now they’re coming around and starting 
to play with each other,” she said. “We 
also have two cats on the property too so 
that adds to the fun.”

Annett added she plans to continue 
running the daycare for years to come.

From yoga studio to country daycare: How a St. Marys 
mother found her calling

Little Homestead Daycare, a newly opened rural daycare, offers children a safe, coun-
try-style space to play and explore, complete with a large sandbox, swing set and open 
fields. Pictured, Megan Annett, owner of Little Homestead Daycare, cherishes the feeling of 
operating a daycare on her property.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

ALEX HUNT

Independe nt Reporter
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FINANCING AVAILABLE
ON ALL REMAINING
2025 MODELS 

ON 2025
SIERRA 1500
LD CREW CAB
ELEVATION

IN TOTAL DISCOUNTS
ON SLT, AT4, Denali and Denali Ultimate

up to

OR

2025 Encore 2025 Envista 2025 Envision

449 Queen Steet West
519-284-3310

stmarysgm.com
0% available on limited trims. Example; $50,000 @ 0% for 72/84 mos.
= $694/$595 per mo. Total interest $0. Total obligation $50,000 plus

HST&Lic. Offers while quantities last until October 31, 2025.

Hurry, offers available
while they last.0% 60MONTHS ON SELECT BUICK MODELS

INCLUDING

0% $8,000 84
MONTHS
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 Quote of the Week

“After so many years of unceasing war and endless danger, today 
the skies are calm, the guns are silent, the sirens are still, and 
the sun rises on a Holy Land that is finally at peace, a land and 
a region that will live, God willing, in peace for all eternity.”

- US President Donald Trump, speaking to the Israeli 
parliament on Monday regarding the ceasefire between 
Israel and Hamas.
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Bravo Boo
We have 1 Bravo this week.
1) Bravo to Jerry Ann from McDonald’s 
who helped me out with my food order 
the other day. It was a very thoughtful 
and kind gesture.

We have no Boos this week.

Gratitude is when 
the memory is 

stored in the heart, 
not the mind.

When I started 
counting my 
blessings, my 

whole world turned 
around.

Nothing can bring 
you peace but 

yourself.

Timing is 
everything. If it is 
meant to be... it 

will.

395 Queen Street West
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St. Marys 
Independent

Thoughts of the Week

EDITORIAL
 

Now that Thanksgiving is behind us 
and we turn our full attention to spooky 
season, I’d like to share with you, dear 
reader, something that frightens me 
above almost everything else.

No, it’s not spiders or puppets – 
though I’m not fond of either – and it’s 
not the notion that we’ll all die some 
day. For me, the thing that scares me 
more than anything else is a sudden 
and unexpected change in plans.

I don’t think I’m alone in this. You 
know when you’re planning a trip, be 
it a trip across town or one halfway 
around the globe, and you’ve got ev-
erything planned down to the most 
minute details. You know what time 
you need to wake up, when you need to 
hit the road, where you’ll stop for cof-
fee, what the parking situation is and 
what to expect when you arrive at your 
destination. 

It’s all planned out and you’ve even 
budgeted time in case something 
doesn’t go exactly to plan, but then you 
hit construction or an accident on the 
highway and that time you budgeted 
slowly and painfully ticks down until 
you know there’s no way you’ll make 
it on time.

Or maybe at the last second, some-
body falls ill or hurts themselves 
and they can’t make it. Perhaps your 

babysitter calls and cancels right as 
you’re ready to head out the door. 
Then, your train is late or it doesn’t ar-
rive at all.

Sometimes, it seems the world is 
throwing every little inconvenience it 
can muster at you until your precious 
plans are nothing more than a distant 
hope, smashed to pieces on the floor 
of your flooded upstairs bathroom. 
There’s no way you can fix a toilet and 
make your flight on time, right?

If I had to design a haunted house 
for adults, I wouldn’t include ghosts, 
goblins and ghouls covered in blood 
and guts, I’d include missed deadlines, 
unexpected home repairs, forgotten 
bills, sudden trips to the hospital and 
so much backed-up traffic on the 401 
even Google Maps’ best reroutes can’t 
turn the clock back enough to make it 
where you’re going on time.

I guess that’s why traditional horror 
movies and haunted houses don’t real-
ly scare me all that much. How can I be 
afraid of those things when I face my 
true fears head on every day?

I guess what I’m saying is if you re-
ally want to scare me this time of year, 
don’t jump out of a closet and shout 
“Boo,” call me at the last minute and 
change a meeting time from 11 a.m. to 
noon. 

I’m already here. What am I sup-
posed to do with that extra hour?

The horrors of deviating 
from set plans

Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to 
others? Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

So sick of 

Thanksgiving leftovers 

that I am quitting cold 

turkey!

It’s a shame that the 

playoff Blue Jays have 

suddenly turned into 

the Maple Leafs.

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player
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REALLYGREATSITE.COM

SCARETACULAR ST. MARYS

CAR SEAT SAFETY CLINIC

discoverstmarys.ca/halloween

STONETOWN 
CRIER
STONETOWN 
CRIER The latest municipal news

from the Town of St. Marys

Contact us
519-284-2340 
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca

SHOWER PROGRAM

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private, secure

and accessible for individuals of all
abilities.

Pyramid Recreation Centre 

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Get ready for fang-tastic fun! 
Dress up and trick-or-treat through Downtown
St. Marys
Howl-O-Ween Pet Parade & Costume Contest
Cemetery Walking Tours by St. Marys Museum

WE’RE HIRING
We are looking to hire a Director of

Finance/Treasurer who is an engaging team
leader with the ability to support, coach, develop

staff and positively motivate colleagues. 
If you’re passionate about municipal finance and

ready to make an impact, apply by October 21.

October 25

November 3 | 10:30 AM - 1:30 PM | Fire Hall 
Receive advice and guidance on choosing the
correct car seat for your child. Experts from
CPSAC will be available to check that your
child’s seat is fitted correctly and safely. This
is a free event and appointments are not
required. 

FALL FLUSHING
October 6 - 31, 2025

townofstmarys.com/flushing

Fall water main and hydrant flushing  will occur from
October 6 – 31. You may observe some water

discolouration during flushing. If you experience
discolouration, run cold water until it becomes clear. If

your water does not run clear after five minutes, turn off
the tap and wait 30 minutes before trying again. You

should refrain from doing laundry until any discolouration
has cleared. 

townofstmarys.com/careers

On Saturday, Nov. 1, at 2 p.m., the 
Town of St. Marys is hosting the second 
annual Sports Wall of Fame induction 
ceremony.

This event will be held at the Pyramid 
Recreation Centre (317 James St. S) and 
will recognize the 2025 class of induct-
ees.

Nominations are accepted annually 
in April, with the successful inductees 
announced in May of each year. For 
the second iteration of this recognition 
program, the recreation and leisure 
advisory committee has chosen three 
impressive representatives of athletic 
achievement and sport development in 
the community.

The 2025 inductees are Mike Craig, 
Rick Fifield and the St. Marys Junior B 
Lincolns (1962-1963). This group will be 
joining the distinguished class of 2024 
inductees: Riley Hern, Mark Bell, Dale 
Levy, Ferris Stewart, Patrick Payton and 
the St. Marys Creamery Juniors (1988).

“This Sports Wall of Fame is a trib-
ute to the athletes, teams and builders 
who have made a lasting impact on 
our community’s sporting legacy,” said 
St. Marys recreation manager Joannah 
Campbell in a press release. “We are 
proud to honor both the achievements 
and the dedication that help make St. 
Marys a vibrant sports hub.”

Everyone is welcome to attend the cer-
emony. Free refreshments will be avail-
able in the EndZone upstairs at the Pyr-
amid Recreation Centre following the 
event, courtesy of the town.

The next call for Sports Wall of Fame 
nominations will open in April 2026. An 
announcement will be made when nom-
inations open through the local media, 
social media (facebook.com/pyramid.
centre) and the town’s website (www.
townofstmarys.com/sportswall).

Celebrate the second 
annual Sports Wall of 
Fame induction ceremony 
on Nov. 1
ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT

Staff Contribution

Bryn Luckhardt
519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

www.luckhardtlandworks.com
St. Marys, Ontario

FOR ALL YOUR SITEWORK NEEDS
• Excavating/Grading 
• Retaining Walls
• Concrete Breaking 
• Servicing
• Septic Systems 
• Trucking 
• Hydroseeding
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566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Seniors of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, contact us at 519-284-0041 or 

info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week is Noreen Switzer 
(King). Noreen grew up in Medina and now 

lives in St. Marys. Noreen has two children, four 
grandchildren and seven great grandchildren. 

She loves to play cards, read, crochet, knit 
and do day trips. Noreen celebrated her 90th 

birthday on Oct. 7. Happy Birthday!

1. What musical is the 
sequel to “The Phantom of 
the Opera”?

2. Who saves the girl in 
the first printed edition of 
Little Red Riding Hood?

3. What is the Hawaiian 
word for “hello”?

4. How many days are there in a fortnight?

5. What was Norm’s last name on the TV show 
“Cheers”?

6. What rock band is led by Bob Dylan’s son, Jakob?

7. Acadia was the original name of which Canadian 
province?

8. Which four US states share a border with Mexico?

9. What was the first video game to be played in 
space?

10. What was London Airport renamed to in 1966?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 24

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

By Jake Grant

On Saturday, Oct. 25, the Town of St. Marys is cele-
brating all things fun and spooky from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Get ready for a fang-tastic day packed with spooky 
surprises and ghastly good fun!

The festivities begin at 8 a.m. at the St. Marys Farm-
ers’ Market located at the north end of Milt Dunnell 
Field. Visit local vendors and stock up on all those 
Halloween essentials – pumpkins, apples (perfect for 
bobbing) and more! Don’t miss out on the final outdoor 
market of the season.  

Join the Howl-O-Ween Pet Parade and Costume Con-
test. Those wishing to participate are asked to review 
the guidelines online and arrive outside town hall at 12 
p.m. Participants and pets will strut down the sidewalk 
to Water Street and back up to town hall. Treat bags 
and pet costume prizes will be given out, generously 
sponsored by Pet Valu St. Marys, Pet Talk: Profession-
al Animal Communicator and Kristine Tanner, Peak 
Select Realty Inc. Brokerage. There will also be a fan-
tastic photo opportunity to capture an unforgettable 
moment with costumed furry friends!

Back by popular demand, The St. Marys Museum 
is hosting a Cemetery Walking Tour at the St. Marys 

Cemetery at 2 p.m. Attendees can expect a brief his-
tory of St. Marys cemeteries, a walk through the cem-
etery highlighting unique and significant graves and 
a tutorial on how to research ancestors using ceme-
tery resources. The cost of the tour is $10 per person; 
pre-registration is required by contacting the museum 
at museum@town.stmarys.on.ca or 519-284-3556.

Families are welcome to dress up and participate in 
downtown trick-or-treating. Show off those costumes 
and collect sweet treats from local shops between 10 
a.m. and 12 p.m. Look for participating businesses 
with a festive Halloween decal on their window! Don’t 
forget to stop by the St. Marys Public Library for more 
candy and an excellent opportunity to contribute to the 
local community pantry through donations of cash or 
gift cards. 

Enjoy local talents from the St. Marys Communi-
ty Players’ and see a matinee performance of Hildas’ 
Yard. The 2 p.m. show takes place at the Town Hall 
Auditorium. Visit www.stmaryscommunityplayers.ca 
for tickets and more information.

For more information on Scaretacular St. Marys, vis-
it www.discoverstmarys.ca/halloween and follow the 
Town of St. Marys’ Facebook and Instagram accounts 
for updates.

Halloween celebrations will take 
place in St. Marys as part of the 
Scaretacular event
ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT

Staff Contribution

local artists Heather Poechman of St. Marys and Liz 
Emirzian of Stratford were used to create art wraps 
and installed on utility boxes downtown. Now, the 
BIA board is hoping the same two artists will develop 
banner designs that tie in with their utility box de-
signs with themes of nature and heritage specific to 
St. Marys.

While St. Marys tourism and economic develop-
ment manager told the BIA board she hadn’t gauged 
the artists’ interest in the project yet, she did inquire 
about the cost for the designs. According to her re-
port to the BIA board, the cost of the banner designs 
would be $1,000 per design or $4,000 in total. On top 
of the designs, printing costs would be $63.32 plus 
HST per banner for an order of 30 banners or $59.80 
plus HST for an order of 60 banners.

“I suggest 30, myself. I think that’s really good cov-
erage,” Deeks-Johnson said. “It gets the bridges and 
the majority of the main retail district and downtown.”

Deeks-Johnson estimated there were roughly 40 
hanging baskets in the downtown area prior to the 
cancellation of that program, and she said when the 
town prints new banners, she often orders 25 at a time. 
According to her report, the banners will be more 
widespread than previous banner programs, with 
the addition of banners to the Queen Street bridge, 
Church Street bridge and the Queen Street block to 
Peel Street. 

Should the town’s tourism and economic develop-
ment department and the BIA board determine more 
banners are needed after next year, there would be the 

option to print more banners with the same designs.
With an estimated total cost for the banners being 

$5,950, the BIA board voted to set aside up to $3,000 
from the BIA reserves for this project. The remain-
ing cost would be covered by the town’s tourism and 
economic development department, subject to council 
approval.

Should Poechman and Emirzian agree to do this 
project, designs would be presented to the BIA board 
and council for final approval. Should the artists de-
cline, the BIA board would offer the project to other 
local artists.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

St. Marys BIA agrees to 50/50 
partnership with town on new 
banners and designs

Maximize your 
return.

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions Donna L. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4

519-273-1633    franklinehinz.com
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BUY IT TODAY...BUY IT TODAY...
TAKE IT TAKE IT 
TODAY! TODAY! 

1362 VICTORIA ST N KITCHENER 
MON-FRI 8AM-8PM
SAT 9-6 SUN 10-5SOURCEFLOORING.COM

SHOP ONLINE 24/7
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FROM

HARDWOODHARDWOOD 
STAIR STAIR 

TREADS TREADS 

$$39399999
EACH

IN STOCKIN STOCK
REG $79.99/SF

FROM

 LUXURY LUXURY

VINYLVINYL
PLANKSPLANKS

$$112929
/SQFT

WATERPROOFWATERPROOF
PAD ATTACHEDPAD ATTACHED
IN STOCKIN STOCK

REG $3.99/SF

FROM

SWISSSWISS
LAMINATELAMINATE

$$113939
/SQFT

AC4 AC4 
COMMERCIALCOMMERCIAL
IN STOCKIN STOCK

REG $3.99/SF

FROM

The Town of St. Marys is reminding 
annual downtown parking permits hold-
ers that permits will expire on Oct. 31. 

Downtown residents who do not have 
access to overnight parking may apply 
for a parking permit. The annual fee is 
$78.84 plus HST, effective from the date 
of approval until Oct 31, 2026. Permit 
holders are assigned a designated park-
ing stall in an approved municipal park-
ing lot.

Visit  townofstmarys.com/parking  for 
more information and to apply for or re-
new a parking permit.

Bylaw enforcement will be monitoring 

the parking and responding to non-com-
pliant vehicles. Residents may call the 
non-emergency line of the Stratford Po-
lice Service at 519-271-4141 to report 
non-compliant vehicles.

Residents of the Town of St. Marys 
are also reminded that overnight street 
parking is prohibited on all municipal 
roads and overnight parking is prohibit-
ed in all municipal parking lots for those 
without an annual downtown parking 
permit approved stall between 2 and 
6 a.m. from Nov. 1, 2025, to April 30, 
2026. The removal of vehicles during 
these hours ensures the safe, effective 
and efficient removal of snow from local 
roads, making St. Marys safer and more 
accessible. 

Annual downtown 
parking permit renewal 
and application notice
ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT

Staff Contribution

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 
WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM
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63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6  
Phone: 519.284.4142   |  Fax: 519.284.3592 

www.samshomehardware.com Preserve of the Month
10% off Chile Sauce, Salsa and 

Canned Tomatoes

Fall Harvest Festival

McCully’s Pork Products

Local Fresh Produce Available

Store Hours in October

McCully’s Makes Meal Prep 
Fast & Simple  

Check out our selection of ready made meals. We offer a wide variety of meat 
pies, soups, baked beans, chili, shepherd’s pie, pulled pork, smoked beef brisket, 
schnitzel, marinated pork chops and beef stew. Don’t forget to pick up a freshly 

baked fruit pie or maple butter tarts.

McCully’s Annual Fall Harvest Festival will be held every weekend in October. 
Bring the family and enjoy our farm tours, wagon rides, corn maze and many fun 

activities.

McCully’s has a wide variety of Aarden Farms pork products, including smoked 
chops, bacon, hams, maple garlic breakfast sausage, various flavours of farmers 

sausage and more.

McCully’s has lots of fresh, local produce at the store, including new potatoes, 
green beans, carrots, peppers and Local Ontario Apples. Check out our beautiful 
fall mums and fall decorations including pumpkins, corn stalks, straw bales 

and much more.

Open Daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5  |  www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564

What do a local cemetery, a centenar-
ian born in the 1700s and the Titanic 
have in common? They all have ties to 
St. Marys, and people can uncover these 
fascinating stories on a cemetery walk-
ing tour this month.

The St. Marys Museum will be run-
ning its fifth annual walking tour at the 
St.Marys Cemetery on Oct. 25. The tour 
will cost $10 per person and will last 60-
90 minutes.

Emily Taylor, curator assistant at the 
St. Marys Museum and facilitator for 
the cemetery walk, says the tour will fo-
cus on the historical people who share a 
connection with the broader and inter-
national events of history.

Three notable people featured on the 
St. Marys Cemetery Walking Tour illus-
trate the town’s unique historical con-
nections. George Graham, who perished 
on the Titanic, offers a link to one of 
the most iconic global events in histo-
ry, demonstrating St. Marys’ surprising 
connection to the wider world.

Cornelius Kennedy, a centenarian 
born in the 1700s who passed away in 
1901, lived across three different centu-
ries, a rare and remarkable lifespan. The 
cemetery is also the final resting place 
of Arthur Meighen, former prime min-
ister of Canada.

“From a genealogical perspective, the 
cemetery is such a rich resource, it tells 
us so much about the early St. Marys 
history from the people that are buried 
here,” said Taylor. “It uncovers those 
stories for the community to learn about 

how people used to live in this town. 
There are a couple grave markers that 
we have found over time that have a high 
interest from people.”

Taylor says cemeteries in the 1800s 
served as important public gathering 

spaces, reflecting the central role that 
death played in everyday life. With ad-
vances in medical technology making 
death less common, communities have 
gradually become more removed from 
this idea. For historians and locals alike, 

cemeteries remain a vital link to the 
past, offering insight into the social and 
cultural history of the era.

“It was a collaborative experience 
when doing the research for this tour. In 
our findings, we discovered these sto-
ries that connect St. Marys with broader 
and international history so we wanted 
to show how this community was con-
nected to those well-known events,” said 
Taylor.

Taylor said once the graves are se-
lected, staff delve into the museum’s 
archives, examining family records, 
newspaper clippings and other historical 
documents. The burial register provides 
details, including dates of birth and 
death, church affiliations, and causes of 
death, allowing the team to build a more 
complete picture of each person’s life 
and the community they were part of.

“We focus on 1885 and afterwards; 
a lot of people are really interested in 
the symbols on the graves. If you see a 
grave with a lamb on it, unfortunately 
it’s very common for children’s graves,” 
said Taylor.

“When I started at the museum five 
years ago, this was one of the first pro-
grams that we were doing outdoors. I 
really do love this tour; it’s fascinating 
and I love the connections that we dis-
cuss, and this is a beautiful location for 
a Saturday afternoon. This gives people 
the opportunity to dive into the history 
within our community.”

Pre-register for the Cemetery Walk-
ing Tours by emailing museum@town.
stmarys.on.ca or by calling the museum 
at 519-284-3556.

Explore St. Marys’ history on a guided cemetery 
walking tour
ALEX HUNT

Independe nt Reporter

Emily Taylor, curator assistant at the St. Marys Museum, stands next to the headstone of St. 
Marys local George Graham, who died on the Titanic.

(ALEX HUNT PHOTO)



Thursday, October 16, 2025 9St. Marys Independent

BY HENRY LEWIS, 
HENRY SHIELDS, 
& JONATHAN SAYER

TITLE SPONSOR

It’s Opening Night...
and it’s not going well!

Hang onto your seat and experience
Broadway's funniest play, about the

worst murder mystery ever!

GRANDTHEATRE.COM
THROUGH NOV 2!
NOW PLAYING Tickets

from $25!
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Perth South council recently 
got its first look at the prelimi-
nary design drawings for planned 
renovations inside the township 
municipal office building set to 
begin later this year.

At council’s Oct. 7 meeting, 
chief building official Martin 
Feeney presented the draft design 
for councillors’ input and told 
them the drawings were nearly 
finalized and ready to put out for 
requests for proposals (RFP).

“The renovation to the front 
foyer and reception area was 
approved as a capital project 
for 2025,” Feeney said. “I’ve in-
cluded the preliminary drawing 
for this project. … Once the ini-
tial drawings are fine-tuned and 
we’re satisfied with the way it 
looks, we’ll go out for an RFP. 
We’re hoping to get that project 
started either in late fall or early 
winter this year.”

According to Feeney’s report 
to council, now that the town-

ship is transitioning away from 
a paper-based records-storage 
system, the renovations are in-
tended to repurpose space within 
the municipal office building that 
was once used for the storage of 
paper documents into two new 

spaces within the reception area: 
a new staff office in the front foy-
er and a meeting room in the area 
currently used for file storage ad-
jacent to the general office.

Included in the scope of this 
project is the replacement of ce-

ramic tiles and carpeting with 
vinyl-plank flooring, the installa-
tion of new electrical and data in-
frastructure, the removal of some 
partition walls, the installation 
of new acoustical ceiling tiles in 
the new meeting room and office, 

the painting of walls, doors and 
trim, and the purchase of office 
furniture for the new spaces. The 
project was budgeted at $100,000 
for this year.

“Council, if you have any pref-
erences to expand the scope of 
the work or if you wanted any 
other painting done or anything 
like that, now would be the time 
to do it before we send it out for 
RFP and come back with the fi-
nal scope of the project,” Feeney 
said. “So, if council wants any-
thing done with council cham-
bers or anything like that, I’m 
just putting that out there.”

While councillors asked a few 
logistical and clarifying ques-
tions, they did not make any 
recommendations to change the 
scope of the planned renovations. 

Feeney told council he expects 
the project to take between two 
and a half to three months to 
complete, and there would be 
provisions made that would allow 
the office to remain open and staff 
to continue working during the 
project’s duration.

New staff office and meeting room included in planned 
renovation at Perth South township office

The preliminary design drawing for planned renovations to the Perth South township office interior set to begin 
later this year.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 
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CONTACT US TODAY

153 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON
info@queenstreetdentistry.ca

(226) 289 1999

FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS
DISCOUNTS & PROMOTIONS

 WE ACCEPT CDCP
CARE FOR ALL AGES

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

SMILE INTO SAVINGS

WITH OUR NEW
PATIENT EXAM

$199
(Includes exam, cleaning & x-rays)

DIRECT

INSURANCE
BILLING
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Premier Doug Ford has latched onto 
the speed-camera debate with the same 
fervour President Trump reserves for the 
51st state. And while the similarities be-
tween the two leaders are a commentary 
for another day, Ford’s stance on speed 
cameras deserves immediate attention.

Ford’s claim that “speeding should 
never be tolerated” is admirable, but 
his insistence that speed cameras are 
ineffective and merely tax grabs is flat-
out wrong. The evidence is clear: speed 
cameras work. Experts know it, commu-
nities know it – and frankly, Ford knows 
it too. What he likely doesn’t appreciate 
is the backlash from his buddies who’ve 
been caught speeding and don’t like be-
ing held accountable.

His suggestion that infrastructure 

changes alone can eliminate speeding 
is another falsehood. Sure, infrastruc-
ture improvements like speed bumps 
and road narrowing can help reduce 
speeding, but eliminate it entirely? Not 
a chance. Installing speed bumps on ev-
ery road in every community is unreal-
istic, both logistically and financially. 
And let’s be honest; any infrastructure 
solution that slows drivers down will be 
met with the same intolerance as speed 
cameras.

Even if you combine speed bumps 
with cameras to measure speed between 
them, drivers will simply try to make 
up lost time between bumps. That’s not 
eliminating speeding, it’s just contain-
ing it to short stretches of road.

But there’s a smarter way forward. We 
already have a system that encourages 
safer driving: the demerit point system. 
Since speed cameras are essentially 

computers with lenses, it would be sim-
ple to develop a similar system specifi-
cally for speed camera infractions. The 
faster you’re going over the limit, the 
more points you receive. For example:

• 11–15 km/hr over: three points – no 
fine, just a warning letter

• 16–20 km/hr over: six points – no 
fine, just a warning letter

• 21–25 km/hr over: nine points – no 
fine, just a warning letter

• 26+ km/hr over: 12 points – immedi-
ate fine appropriate for that speed

• Accumulation of 12+ points within 
12 months – fine

• After any fine, points reset by one 
each month unless another infraction

This approach adds a layer of account-
ability and grace. It sends a clear mes-
sage to speeders while aligning with ex-
isting traffic enforcement practices.

As for the “tax grab” argument – it’s 

short-sighted. Yes, ticket revenue may 
spike initially, but once drivers start 
paying attention and slowing down, that 
revenue will drop. Chicago’s experience 
with red-light and speed cameras is a 
great example. The city initially bud-
geted for high revenue from automated 
fines, but as driver behaviour improved, 
violations dropped sharply. Between 
mid-2024 and mid-2025, Chicago issued 
120,709 fewer red-light tickets, resulting 
in a $12 million revenue decline. Speed 
camera revenue also fell by $11.3 million 
in the same period. The lesson? These 
tools work, and when they do, revenue 
drops.

Speed cameras aren’t perfect, but 
they’re effective, and if we’re serious 
about road safety, we need to stop pre-
tending otherwise.

Speed cameras work whether Doug Ford likes them or not
MIKE FERGUSON

Contributed Article

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Direct Lumber Building Center

STRATFORD Now Has More Lumber Choices!!!

Adhesives
Everything Adhesive.
From Silicon based to
Coatings, Primers and

Glue.
Starting from 

$5.99/ea

Concrete Mix
 Cement, Sand, Stone,

Concrete Mix and
Forms 

Starting from 
$6.99/ea

Lumber
 Building Materials 

Every type of lumber
your DIY or Contractor

needs.
Starting from 

$3.79/ea

Doors & Windows
Canadian Made Doors

and Windows
Every style for your

next project that you
need. 

Free - Bundle of Shims
with door purchase.

Plywood
Plywood and OSB 

All your needs for your
next building under on

roof!!
Delivery provided 

Call for pricing

Insulation
Rockwool to Owens

Corning 
We have all your
insulation needs.

Free Hat with every
purchase!!

Delivery provided 
Call for pricing

Drywall
At Direct Lumber 
we have all your
drywall products.

Our warehouse allows
for next day delivery. 

Call for pricing

Kitchen & Bath
We are proud to offer

our own Kitchen & Bath
Department. 

Come in today and
speak to our experts

about your next
design.

DIRECT LUMBER BUILDING CENTER

www.directlumber.ca Mon-Fri 8 - 5:30
Sat 8 - 5:30, 
Sun Closed

165 Downie Street,
Stratford 

NOW OPEN
Stratford's newest Lumber and building center. 

Order Online or drop by the store

Proudly Canadian & Locally Owned

Our Partners

Over $4 Million in building material available at our warehouse
PURCHASE ONLINE AND RECEIVE WITHIN 2 BUSINESS DAYS OR SAME DAY!!!
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St. Marys Independent SPORTS

In one week, the St. Marys Lincolns re-
inserted themselves in the conversation 
for best in the Western Conference by 
quelling one of the west’s hottest teams, 
dismantling the top-ranked squad and 
walking into a difficult arena and eating 
the home side’s penalty kill alive.

Head coach Jeff Bradley told the In-
dependent the Lincolns faced different 
obstacles in each of their three games in 
four days.

“All three games gave us different 
challenges,” said Bradley. “The long 
bus trip and the Vipers’ talent are fac-
tors against LaSalle. The game against 
London is a big game against a top team 
in our conference that has a lot of skill. 
And then going into Strathroy, you’re 
playing in a shoebox there, plus you’ve 
been on the ice every day from Tuesday 
to Saturday. We had very different chal-
lenges in all three games, and we over-
came them all.”

The Lincolns opened their busy sched-
ule on Oct. 8 when they visited the La-
Salle Vipers. Not only had the Vipers 
defeated the Lincolns in the first meet-
ing of the season on Sept. 19, but the Vi-
pers also entered the game on a six-game 
winning streak. That streak came to an 
end at the hands of the Lincolns, who 
managed to capitalize on a late-game 
man advantage to secure a 3-2 win.

One notable struggle the Lincs had 
been experiencing was a lack of offen-
sive production by the team’s big-name 
talent. Thankfully, Lincoln Moore got 
the team’s first goal of the game five 
minutes and 25 seconds into the opening 
period. Ian Inskip tied the game with 
under 90 seconds left in the first.

A hot start to the second by the Vipers 
led to a goal by Kade McGeen under five 
minutes into the period, but one of the 
players Bradley credited as a standout 
performer, Chase McDougall, buried on 
a one-timer set up by Blake Elzinga for 
his first goal of the season, which also 
came on the powerplay.

“Chase (McDougall), Devun (Cole-
brook) and Declan (Ready), those guys 
specifically, I thought were really good 
for us,” Bradley said. “They brought en-
ergy and physicality that we desperately 
needed. When we needed them to share 
a lot of the load, they stabilized every-
thing for us and were a huge part of us 
winning that hockey game.”

The Lincolns’ powerplay came up 
clutch when the unit centred by Ryan 
Hodkinson and featuring Elzinga, Ethan 
Weir, David Heath and Owen Kalp pot-
ted the eventual game-winner with just 
a minute and 14 seconds left in regula-
tion, with Weir finishing off on a feed 
from Hodkinson.

With the Lincs going two-for-five on 
the powerplay and killing off all three 

LaSalle man advantages, Bradley em-
phasized the importance of St. Marys’ 
special teams in getting the two points.

“Our special teams stepped up. The 
night before going into LaSalle, we 
talked about the Vipers’ penalty kill be-
cause it’s very good and very high-pres-
sure. So for us, it wasn’t as much about 
attacking as it was keeping possession 
and having every one of our guys hav-
ing at least two options when they have 
the puck, and we’ll find a way to attack 
when there is an opening. That unit in 
particular; they were patient the way 
they needed to be, they worked the puck 
to where we needed it to go, and ulti-
mately, they got us the game-winner.”

Lincs destroy first-place Nationals 
with uber-physical masterclass

Just 48 hours later, the Lincolns, ap-
pearing shot out of a cannon, played one 
of the best games any Lincolns’ squad 
has managed since Bradley took over as 
head coach, and he couldn’t have raved 
more emphatically after the Lincs’ 5-1 
victory over the Nationals.

“We were so physical and so on top 
of them that London was letting us do 
whatever we wanted,” Bradley said. “I 
was so happy with our team. It was one 

of the best performances I’ve seen in a 
long time. We had an amazing team last 
year, but I don’t know if we played like 
that in terms of the physicality at any 
point last year.”

The Lincolns’ hellhound-like intensi-
ty began from the opening puck drop, 

with Bradley noting the line that start-
ed the game – Hodkinson, Heath and 
Owen Voortman – followed by the trio 
of Moore, McDougall and Jack Clarke, 
got the Lincolns an early wave of mo-
mentum that they never let go of.

“The Hodkinson line gave us a great 
first shift, they got us two scoring 
chances and then Jack (Clarke), Chase 
(McDougall) and Lincoln (Moore) real-
ly set the tone for us on the next shift. 
They go out there and start hitting guys 
into the parking lot. It was an unbeliev-
able start and set us up to have an un-
believable game pretty much the whole 
night.

“Those guys are all big, physical 
guys,” Bradley continued. “Lincoln has 
that elite skill and I think when you see 
a guy who has accomplished everything 
you can accomplish in junior hockey 
and then seeing two guys like Jack and 
Chase play the way they did with so 
much speed and physicality, it’s infec-
tious for the entire team. Jack and Chase 
were scaring the other team into giving 
them the puck, and they have plenty of 
skill themselves, but they wanted to get 
the puck to Lincoln because, more than 
anything, they want to beat the other 
team.”

Clarke netted the first goal of the 
game, his fourth of the year, just 61 sec-
onds into the opening period, while Mc-
Dougall delivered the biggest hit of the 
season so far. Later in the first, Hodkin-
son put the Lincolns up by two.

In the second, the Lincolns continued 
getting more production from their big-
name talents, with goals by Voortman 
and Weir. However, arguably the big-
gest highlight of the period came in the 
form of a fight in which the Lincolns’ 
player Declan Ready unequivocally lost. 
Ready, who is listed at under six feet tall 
and weighing 170 pounds, went toe-to-
toe with the six-foot-three, 209-pound 
Braxton Mullins.

Lincolns hit stride in best stretch of young season

Chase McDougall delivers the biggest hit of the season so far during the St. Marys Lincolns’ 
remarkable 5-1 win on Oct. 10 over the London Nationals.

(MCGINNY PHOTOGRAPHY PHOTO)

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

CONTINUED TO PAGE 15

Don’t wait until the snow comes!
Book winter tires in advance to avoid waiting for an appt

 Full automotive repair services

 Diagnostics          Alignments 

 Safeties          Tire Sales 

 Honest and Friendly Service

Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com  
Hours: Mon-Thur 8-5:30, Fri 8-5  |  402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON
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But as the old adage goes, Mullins won the battle, but 
Ready won the war, as the fight gave the Nats noth-
ing in the way of momentum, while the Lincolns were 
unanimously juiced by Ready’s willingness to take the 
unfavourable matchup.

“What a kid Declan (Ready) is,” Bradley said. “He 
didn’t win that fight, and he knew it, but we were 
laughing about it. No one on our team cared that he 
lost that fight because he was giving up about six inch-
es and 40 pounds, and he goes and grabs that guy and 
takes that fight without any hesitation. That kid has no 
fear at all, and he took that fight thinking he was going 
to do anything for his team. And you look at what that 
fight led to, London won the fight, but got absolutely 
no momentum out of it, but we got a lot of momentum 
from it. Our bench got a huge boost, seeing how fear-
less Declan was.”

Ready explained his willingness to take the fight.
“It was a really emotional game,” said Ready. “It was 

my first time playing in the London and St. Marys ri-
valry, and I loved every second of it. Chase got the puck 
and I was standing out front, and I just saw (Braxton 
Mullins) grab me and I knew something was going to 
happen, and we just looked at each other, and it went 
from there. In those games, you want to do everything 
for your team, and to be able to give the team a boost 
made me feel really good.”

Aydan Doyle found the only goal of the game for the 
Nats on a third-period powerplay before Moore fired 
the puck into an empty net to seal the 5-1 win for St. 
Marys.

The ultra-physical effort by the Lincolns represented 
the best execution of the in-your-face identity the team 
has been trying to establish for months.

“We’ve talked all summer about being harder to play 
against, and being physical in all three zones,” Bradley 
said. “That’s what we’ve been trying to drill into the 
players and I feel like we’ve been building to a game 
like that. It really felt like we needed that game, and 
not just the win, but the way we played. London is big 
and they’re fast, and they’re good, and we needed to 
see if we could do that against a top team. I hope a 
light switch goes off with our guys and they under-
stand that they can do that, and they can do it for 60 
minutes because that’s what we need them to do.”

Not just outstanding offensively and physically, the 
Lincolns were also smothering on the defensive side 
of the puck.

“We shut everything down,” said Bradley. “Mike 
(Herman) is so big on the defence shutting plays down 
early. I don’t think we gave them a single two-on-one 
all night. We were suffocating defensively. London 
couldn’t do anything. I watched the game back and 
every time their defenceman got the puck, they knew 
someone was barreling down on them and they would 
just give it right to us.”

Arguably, some of the best performances on the back 
end came from first-year blueliners James MacGregor 
and Luke McMillan, both of whom associate coach 
Herman, who oversees the defence and penalty kill, 
had high praise for.

“The first thing that stands out about James (Mac-
Gregor) and Luke (McMillan) is the maturity they 
have as rookies,” said Herman. “In our defence meet-
ing before the game, I had picked up some things in 
our game to address and clean up a bit and play a more 
proactive type of defending. It’s not easy to adapt, es-
pecially as a young player, but how quickly those two 
are able to adapt has been amazing.”

Bradley further described the game as a shining ex-
ample of what they want to play like every night.

“If we can consistently play like that, we have a re-
ally good chance to do something special. I want that 
game to be our standard going forward. I don’t want it 
to matter who we’re playing; we’re going to play our 
way and dictate how the game is going to be played. 
That’s what we did against London. We dictated what 
that game was going to be, and that needs to be what 
we do every night.”

Powerplay dominates as Lincs take 4-2 win in 
Strathroy

With all four goals coming from the powerplay, in-
cluding goals from both units and the end of a scoring 
slump for the captain, the Lincs’ momentum continued 
to build on Oct. 11 when they doubled up the Rockets 
4-2, extending the Lincolns’ winning streak to four 
straight games.

Bradley explained why he was pleased with the 
team’s effort, even though it wasn’t identical to their 
stupendous game one night earlier.

“It was a different game than the night before, but 
I thought we played well,” Bradley said. “In the first 
period, we certainly outplayed them and we had the 
lion’s share of the opportunities, and that led to us get-
ting rewarded a bit more in the second period.”

Zachary LeBlanc took advantage of a miscue by the 
Lincolns in the first period to give the Rockets a 1-0 
lead, but as the bench boss alluded to, the Lincolns 
took control of the scoreboard in the second, first on 
a one-time blast by Voortman, and then on a wrister 
from the point by Kalp.

The powerplay’s white-hot night, according to Brad-
ley, was the biggest factor in the team getting the vic-
tory on the road.

“We got powerplay goals from both units and they 
both have different setups. (Owen) Kalp’s unit has the 
spread formation, and (Chase) MacQueen-Spence’s 
unit is in the 1-3-1, and we got goals off of both looks. 
We did a fair amount of work on the powerplay this 

past week at practice, and it was great to see our guys 
be focused and execute as well as they did. The power-
play played a role in all three of our wins this week, but 
especially (against Strathroy), our special teams won 
us that game.”

In the third, MacQueen-Spence wired a shot by 
Rockets’ netminder Mason Costa, snapping a sev-
en-game goal drought.

Bradley described being thrilled for the team captain 
finally finding the back of the net.

“Chase (MacQueen-Spence) has had a really good 
couple of games for us, specifically against London 
and Strathroy,” said Bradley. “He’s been snake-bit 
lately scoring-wise, and I’ve been all over him about 
shooting the puck more. He loves passing the puck, but 
he’s got an elite shot, so for him to let one rip and beat 
the goalie clean, I think that was big for his confidence 
and I hope it reinforces how amazing his shot is.”

The fourth and final powerplay goal for St. Marys 
came in the form of an empty netter for Colebrook 
with just 1.5 left on the clock.

After a very busy stretch that went about as close 
to perfect as one could reasonably expect for the Lin-
colns, the head coach made sure to keep things in per-
spective as they head into a pair of games against two 
teams who are much better than they were last season, 
the St. Thomas Stars and Komoka Kings.

“It’s four games in a row here where we’ve played 
some good hockey, and have been getting more consis-
tent,” Bradley said. “But it’s just four games. We still 
have 39 games left, and we can’t hang our hats on our 
last four games. We’ve got two tough games coming 
up this week against two teams on the up and up, and 
we want to keep trending in the right direction. If these 
last few games are an indication, our team is building 
some really good habits.”

Lincolns hit stride in best stretch of young season
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later appointment times 
three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

FSRA# 10315

Andrew Darling
Mortgage Agent Level 1,  Lic #M25000482

Cell: 226.376.1641 
Email: Andrew.Darling@mortgagegroup.com 

Web: www.andrewd.tmgbroker.com
Ask me about reverse mortgages and all 

your mortgage needs!

168 SPA
Nails & Waxing

Acrylic/Gel
Shellac

Manicure
Pedicure

Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm., Closed Sunday

Phone 226-661-4168
104 Queen St. E. St. Marys, On. N4X 1A3
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The U15 A Boys St. Marys Rock won the gold medal 
at the South Simcoe Classic tournament Oct. 3-5.

Head coach Ryan Hewlett described the keys to his 
team’s success in the tournament, which they wasted 
no time displaying.

“Right from the first game, we came out with a high 
level of intensity and were intent on setting the tone 
early,” Hewlett told the Independent. “We controlled a 
lot of the play in each game, but we found a way to win 
differently in every game, which is pretty impressive 
this early in the season.”

The tournament saw each team play four round-robin 
games, leading to the top two teams battling for the 
gold medal. In the first game, the Rock set a prece-
dent for the rest of the weekend, with constant offen-
sive-zone pressure and scoring from each line, leading 
to a dominant 4-1 victory over Burlington.

The second game against Stouffville saw the Rock 
struggle to catch any breaks, but still manage to con-
trol the play, and they finally began to solve the oppos-
ing goaltender to earn a 3-1 win.

Hewlett described the third round-robin game against 
Newmarket, the presumed tournament favourite, as a 
bizarre affair that St. Marys ultimately won thanks to 
their play in the defensive zone.

“This was a strange game,” Hewlett said. “We con-
trolled the play in the first two periods before play-
ing shorthanded for almost the entire third, despite an 
ironically clean game. At one point, we had five players 
in the penalty box but kept battling on the penalty kill. 
We took a 2-1 lead midway through the third and held 
onto it while being shorthanded for most of it.”

The fourth and final game of the round-robin was 
a high-scoring rout over the King Rebellion, with all 
lines contributing to an 8-0 win to advance to the 
championship game.

The numerous lamp-lightings were part of a theme 
for St. Marys, which had six of the top seven point-get-

ters, and eight of the top 11. Evan Wolfkamp led the 
tournament in points with seven, while Landon Hew-
lett and Luke Showers tied for second with five each. 
Elliott Hudson, Quinn Porter and Luke Simons each 
posted four points in the tournament, tying them for 
fourth in scoring.

In the finals, the Rock had a rematch with Burling-
ton, and it didn’t go the same way as their previous 
meeting, with just one goal being scored throughout 
the contest. A powerplay goal midway through the 
third period allowed the Rock to hang on for a 1-0 
nail-biting win to claim the gold medal.

Ryan Hewlett cited the team’s ability to avoid the 
penalty box and execute on the finer details of their 
gameplan as being vital to their championship victory.

“We played a very disciplined game and didn’t take 
any penalties,” said Ryan Hewlett. “Our powerplay 

scored when we needed it, and defensively, we did a 
great job of clearing the puck out of the zone. We had 
great puck support and we really hustled on the back-
check. Giving the effort to these little things each shift 
proved to be the difference.”

Ryan Hewlett added the team’s play on the defensive 
side of the puck has seen a major step forward.

“Our defence has really progressed and they are 
buying into what the coaching staff is preaching. As 
a result, they are communicating more on the ice, us-
ing their strengths both with and without the puck. We 
were much stronger on the puck and our forwards were 
back supporting. Coupled with our elite goaltending, 
it proved that it really is goalies, defence and forwards 
that were working in cohesion, and with great puck 
support, that leads to success.”

U15 A Boys find ways to win, capture gold at South 
Simcoe Classic
TURNER ROTH

Independent Sports Reporter

The U15 A Boys St. Marys Rock earned the gold medal at the South Simcoe Classic tournament Oct. 3-5. Pictured in the front 
row, from left to right, are Drew Bomasuit and Braydon Wheeler. In the middle row, from left, are Owen Pletsch, Quinn Por-
ter, Ashton Elliott and Luke Simons. In the back row, from left, are Ryan Hewlett, Greg Wolfkamp, Evan Wolfkamp, Landon 
McDonald, Will Richardson, Ben Graham, Luka Verkuyl, Elliott Hudson, Luke Showers, Jacob Savile, Grayson Urquhart, 
Hayden Barker, Landon Hewlett and Sean Porter.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Proudly supporting veterans, families, and our community

WEEKLY AND MONTHLY EVENTS

visit www.rcl236stmarys.ca
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Branch 236, St. Marys

BAR HOURS:
Monday CLOSED
Tuesday 3-5 pm

Wednesday 3-5 pm
Thursday 3-5 pm
Friday 12-5 pm

Saturday 12-7 pm
Sunday CLOSED

SATURDAY MEAT DRAWS
Enjoy an evening of drinks and friends and try your 
lucky at quality meat prizes!
FRIDAY HOT DOG LUNCH
Drop in for a delicious hot dog at the Legion bar - 
affordable and tasty!
TUESDAY BUDDY CHECK
Free coffee, friendly conversation, and looking out for 
one another!
BINGO FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
Fun, prizes, and a great social afternoon!

66 Church Street, N., St. Marys, ON | 519.284.2267

HALL RENTALS
1600 sq. ft. banquet hall
Capacity of 200 people
Tables and chairs provided

FLEXIBLE 
SPACE

AFFORDABLE 
RATES

FOR YOUR NEXT GATHERING

SCAN ME

THE GROOMER
Grooming Service 

& Pet Sitting
Available

WELLINGTON STREET

GUEST HOUSE

A modern and charming guest house for the
perfect getaway - book your stay today!

255 WELLINGTON ST. S., ST. MARYS
519-284-0036

wellingtonstreetgh.wixsite.com/mysite
wellingtonstreetguesthouse@gmail.com

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys
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84 Wellington Street South
St. Marys, ON (519) 284-1690

Brought to you by your local

84 Wellington Street South
St. Marys, ON (519) 284-1690

Brought to you by your local

Emma Carradine releases the puck off her stick during this past Sunday’s U18 B Girls St. 
Marys Rock game.

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Emily Chateauvert sends a long-range point shot on net during the U13 BB Girls St. Marys 
Rock game this past Sunday.

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Logan Thompson launches a shot from the point during this past Sunday’s U13 B Boys St. 
Marys Rock game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Lilly Garniss whips the ring on target with a shot from in close during this past Sunday’s 
U14 A St. Marys Snipers game.

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Greyson Gillespie rips a quick wrist shot off the rush during the U14 A Boys St. Marys Rock 
game last Thursday.

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)

Evan Pym fires the puck on target from the blueline during the U18 A Boys St. Marys Rock 
game last Thursday.

(TURNER ROTH PHOTO)
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For many immigrants, the journey to a new coun-
try involves profound adjustments. It’s not just about 
learning a new language or adapting to the weather; 
it’s about subtle yet fundamental shifts in the very fab-
ric of daily life, including how we inhabit our homes 
and host our friends. 

As a newcomer to Canada from Ukraine, some of 
the most surprising revelations have been about space, 
comfort and the freedom to finally acquire a deeply 
coveted item: a big, cozy couch with equally big pil-
lows.

In Ukraine, my family and I were accustomed to 
small, city apartments where every square foot was 
meticulously planned. In that environment, the dream 
of a sprawling sofa was just that, a dream, eternally 
constrained by the lack of space. Arriving in Canada, 
where even a “small house” often feels quite spacious 
by Ukrainian standards, was a revelation.

For nearly three years, we relied on the immense 
generosity of kind Canadians who donated various ne-
cessities, including a few well-loved sofas. These were 
true blessings, a tangible reminder of the community 
spirit that eased our transition.

But recently, the dream was finally realized: we got 
the new couch. And surprisingly, it felt like a signifi-
cant immigrant achievement.

You don’t buy nice, new things for a rented place. 
You save the good stuff for your forever home. You live 
minimally, you defer joy and you wait for some perfect 
future where you’ve achieved all your big goals. The 
war shattered that perfectly sensible, soul-crushing 
logic. Life, it turns out, is now.

So, when we finally bought this couch – this glori-
ous, unnecessary, space-hogging piece of perfection 
– we were not just spending money; we were invest-
ing in our present happiness. And for an immigrant, 
choosing comfort and “living your best life now” is a 
truly revolutionary act.

The cultural contrast between Ukrainian and Cana-
dian homes extends beyond furniture to the very lay-
out and social use of the space, especially when host-
ing.

For instance, in Ukraine, houses typically lack base-
ments and it’s common for overnight guests to sleep in 
the living room. This necessity might explain a par-
ticular decorating norm: the couch must be against a 
wall, usually facing the TV. The idea of putting a sofa 
in the middle of a room, as is common here in Canada, 
looks wonderfully weird to my Ukrainian eye! Here, 

with more space and often multiple seating options, 
the living room is truly designed for collective com-
fort during parties.

The approach to hosting itself is also radically dif-
ferent – and one I’ve come to love.

In Ukraine, a party often centres on the dining room 
table. Guests remain seated and the emphasis is heavily 
placed on the amount and variety of food. There’s im-
mense pressure on the host, who often feels exhausted 
before the guests even arrive because everything, lit-
erally everything, must be cooked from scratch. This 
cultural demand for perfection often drives people to 

eat out to avoid the exhaustion and cleanup.
By contrast, hosting in Canada feels more like a ca-

sual, moveable buffet. Guests mingle, walk around 
with their plates and socialize more freely. I absolute-
ly adore this system; it feels more energized, allowing 
you to easily talk to and see everyone. The Canadian 
home, often featuring an open-concept living room 
and kitchen, beautifully facilitates this kind of com-
munal, relaxed gathering. This setup inspires a dif-
ferent kind of hosting – one focused on sharing a few 
tried-and-true recipes and the joy of connection, rath-
er than an overwhelming feast.

While I cherish the newfound culture of relaxed 
home hosting, there is one aspect of the Ukrainian 
restaurant experience I sorely miss: the dedicated 
playroom with a babysitter.

Back home, my friends and I reached a point where 
we chose restaurants not by the quality of the cui-
sine, but by the quality of the supervised children’s 
play area. It was the ultimate parental freedom! Un-
fortunately, I haven’t seen these dedicated spaces in 
Canadian cities, which might be another reason why 
hosting at home is such a vital part of the culture here.

If anyone knows where the secret Canadian restau-
rants hide their playrooms with babysitters, please let 
me know.

Ultimately, setting up a life in a new country is a 
process of merging two worlds – letting go of old lim-
itations and embracing new comforts. Our new, big 
couch is a monument to settling in, to letting go of 
the “waiting mode,” and to the precious joy of simply 
being home. The joy of having a party during fall fes-
tive season is so inspiring. As an introverted person, I 
always need a day for solitude to recharge  after every 
amazing party!

UKRAINIAN CORNER: The big couch theory – how I finally let go of perpetual waiting mode
ALONA VASYLIEVA

Independent Columnist

COLUMNS

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

The unexpected symbol of settling in: How a big, cozy sofa 
helped a Ukrainian newcomer conquer old limitations and 
redefine “home” by letting go of formal hosting and embrac-
ing Canadian comfort. 

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390

MEAT DRAWS EVERY FRIDAY 6PM

THURSDAYS FROM 12 - 1:30 
SAUSAGE ON A BUN $4.00

MEN’S DART LEAGUE
Starts on October 18th

FISH FRY OCT. 25
from 5-7 pm - $25 per plate

FOR HALL RENTALS 
CALL 519.271.5343

Sun. Oct. 05 Connor O’Neil, Embro 		  $50.00

Mon. Oct. 06 Lloyd Cook, Caledon 		  $50.00

Tues. Oct. 07 Marlene Crerar, Stratford 		 $50.00

Wed. Oct. 08 Karen Smith, Shakespeare 	 $50.00

Thur. Oct. 09 Neil MacFarlane, Kitchener 	 $50.00

Fri. Oct. 10 Diane Eddy, Stratford 		  $50.00

Sat. Oct. 11 Glen & Abby Bilyea, Dorchester 	 $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

LOOKING FOR ONGOING 
PART-TIME HELP IN THE 

ST. MARYS AREA
-mostly mornings but we are flexible 
-feed & care of cattle
-minimal machinery work
-experience with cattle feeding & calf health 
a big plus

Email JJ Deslippe at meadowbridge14@gmail.com
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It’s an easy drive to Browns Corners 
from St. Marys – about 15 minutes down 
the Cobble Hills Road, then east on Road 
92 toward Medina. This part of Oxford 
County, the former East Nissouri Town-
ship, has strong ties with St. Marys and 
the development of our town. But it has 
a rich history of its own that predates 
the founding of St. Marys. Farmsteads 
were established in this part of Oxford 
County by the 1820s, two decades earli-
er than those in Blanshard Township. On 
Wednesday evening, October 8, 2025, the 
Browns community gathered to celebrate 
that history. This well-attended event, 
sponsored by the Browns Women’s Insti-
tute, was held in Browns United Church, 
a church that is marking its 120th anni-
versary this year. 

This was a highly appropriate venue. 
The Brown family were among the ear-
liest settlers to this area and the most 
famous family member in those early 
years was the Reverend Thomas Brush 
Brown (1804-1893) who established the 
first Methodist congregation in that area. 
He was an early preacher in other cross-
roads communities in Nissouri and sur-
rounding townships and in the village of 
St. Marys. A great deal is known about 
Brown and his family, largely thanks to 
a small, 76-page book, The Autobiogra-
phy of Rev. Thos. B. Brown. It was pub-
lished by the St. Marys Journal in 1899, 
six years after Brown’s death. Brown 
had been working on his memoirs until 
“the infirmities of old age came on.” It 
was completed by a friend and colleague, 
John M. McAinsh, who believed that 
Brown’s story was an important one to 
share, especially with other residents of 
East and West Nissouri.   

The Reverend Thomas Brush Brown 
has been the subject of Historic St. 
Marys columns in the past but there are 
many reasons to consider his life again. 
His autobiography is remarkable because 
it places the story of the Brown family 
and the origins of the Browns Corners 
community in the context of the major 
events in the 18th and 19th century North 
America. The first Thomas Brown, a 
combmaker, was born in Northumber-
land, England, and emigrated to North 
America, settling in Rhode Island in the 
mid-1700s, later moving into Vermont. 
He fought and was wounded in the Amer-
ican War of Independence, but later, dis-
satisfied with the new American govern-
ment, moved his family across the border 
into Lower Canada (Quebec) in 1789. He 
remained there for the rest of his life, 
farming along the Richelieu River near 
the northern tip of Lake Champlain. 

One of his sons, Joseph, was born in 
Rhode Island, grew up there and, like 
Thomas, became a combmaker. He mar-
ried Rebecca Brush in Vermont ca 1790. 
They also moved to Lower Canada, 
bringing their first three children with 
them. Thomas Brush Brown, their fourth 
child, was born on August 4, 1804, on his 
father’s farm in Argenteuil, west of Mon-

treal. Joseph and Rebecca later had two 
more daughters. Thomas Brush Brown 
was eight years old when the War of 1812 
began. He remembered watching soldiers 
marshalling in Lower Canada, prepared 
to fight American invaders. His father, 
Joseph, fearing raids on their small and 
isolated community, moved his family 
back across the border into New York 
State where he believed they would be 
safer in a more densely populated area. 
At the conclusion of the war, Joseph de-
cided to take his family back to Canada. 

Today, with so much attention paid to 
border security, it seems remarkable that 
families 200 years ago appeared to move 
back and forth between countries as it 
suited them. For the Browns, it was a slow 
and difficult trek across New York State 
south of Lake Ontario, finally crossing 
by boat into Canada near Buffalo. Brown 
remembered his family’s first sight of the 
magnificent Niagara Falls. After sever-
al years in the Smithville area, Joseph 
Brown purchased 200 acres of undevel-
oped land in Nissouri Township and set 
out with his family, an oxcart, some sheep 
and sparse belongings to make the jour-
ney to southwestern Ontario. Although it 
took years of hardship and privation, the 
Brown family became well established 
in Nissouri. Joseph’s children married 
and set up their own households. In 1830, 
Thomas Brush Brown, age 26, married 
17-year-old Amanda Harris. They even-
tually had 13 children – six sons and sev-
en daughters. 

The Brown children and their cousins, 
and one other family, joined together to 
establish the first school in the area. It 
was set in a clearing in the bush. Charles 
Brown, the youngest brother, remem-
bered his oldest brother, Elisha, carrying 
him on his back when he started school. 
That backwoods school was just the be-
ginning. The small school built there 
served the children of the community 
until school sections were organized in 
rural Ontario in 1850. Then a site was 
chosen on the corner of Lot 25, Conces-
sion 8, in East Nissouri. S. S. #3 Browns 
School was built on that site, and a school 

building still stands on the southwest cor-
ner of Browns Corners. Thomas Brush 
Brown, by this time a highly respected 
Methodist Episcopalian preacher as well 
as a farmer, was appointed the first su-
perintendent of schools for both East and 
West Nissouri Townships. 

More than a century of children attend-
ed S.S. #3 Browns School until provincial 
legislation to consolidate rural schools 
meant its closure in 1964. From then on, 
the children of that district travelled by 
bus to Wildwood Park Public School. But 
the resourceful Browns Corners com-
munity found a use for the abandoned 
one-room school. It was purchased by the 
Trustees of Browns United Church and is 
used for meetings and community events. 
The Browns Women’s Institute hold their 
regular meetings in the building. The 
schoolyard is now an attractive commu-
nity park, filled with mature trees. Be-
side the school, the old swings remain for 
the enjoyment of visiting children. 

When he first was licensed to preach, 
T. B. Brown was an itinerant minister, 
travelling on a circuit mostly in Nissouri 

and Zorra. The meetings were frequent-
ly held in the section schoolhouse, every 
denomination taking a turn on Sundays. 
As Brown recalled in his memoir, “The 
same congregation generally attended 
every service, no matter what the de-
nomination was. If any missionary came 
along, we all greeted him as a brother. In 
those days we all did our best trying to 
sustain them.” But as the years went by, 
this ecumenical feeling passed away, and 
each denomination thought “they ought 
to have a church of their own.” New 
Methodist Episcopalian churches were 
built with funds raised by subscription. 
Resources were scarce and there was 
competition from other denominations, 
including other branches of Methodism, 
but still T. B. Brown helped raise money 
to build churches in several area commu-
nities, such as Cherry Grove and Lake-
side.

Building the church in his own neigh-
bourhood, Browns Church, began in 1862 
and finished in 1863, four years before 
Confederation. It was brick with a stone 
foundation, “the material being the very 
best. Several gave subscriptions of $100 
or $50.” Brown also solicited help in oth-
er places “where for many years I had la-
boured as a local preacher without fee or 
reward.” The Reverend T. B. Brown was 
59 years old when his church was com-
pleted. In 1905, 12 years after Brown’s 
death, the church that stands today was 
dedicated, replacing the older building. 
A memorial window in the north wall 
commemorates the Reverend Thomas B. 
Brown and Amanda Harris Brown, do-
nated by one of their daughters, Amanda 
Horsman. In 1925 it became a congrega-
tion in the United Church of Canada. 

Unlike many other small rural church-
es that have closed, Browns United still 
has an active congregation. The Browns 
Women’s Institute continues to work 
hard assembling information relating 
to the history of the community, fill-
ing many volumes of their Tweedsmuir 
Scrapbooks. Browns Corners residents, 
past and present, are right to celebrate 
their community.

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Browns Corners
MARY SMITH

Independent Columnist

Ask the Arborist
By Joel Hackett  |  519 272 5742 |  jtsquote@gmail.com

Dear Arborist,
My tree has carpenter ants, great big ones. 
They are eating the wood, the little pests are 
munching it. There is sawdust. What do you 
recommend?

Thanks, Michael
Dear Michael,
Carpenter ants do not actually eat the wood. 
They tunnel through it to create a nest. 
Normally, they only do this in decaying or moist 
wood. It would be pretty rare to happen in 
sound wood. 

The bad news is your tree probably has some 
pretty serious decay. Carpenter ants are 
difficult to get rid of as they normally have 

more than one colony. Also, they expand 
colonies every year. 

Option one is to remove the nest, which 
probably means removing the tree. 

Option 2 is to try baiting. There are various 
ones you can try online, natural or otherwise. 
You should probably also assess the tree for 
safety.

Sincerely,
The Arborist
Joel Hackett is a certified Arborist residing in 
the St. Marys area. Currently, he spends most 
of the year running Joel’s Tree Service. For 
contact call 519 272 5742 or email jtsquote@
gmail.com

(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ST. MARYS MUSEUM DIGITAL COLLECTION)

Browns United Church is celebrating the 120th Anniversary of its dedication this October.
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Over the years, I have become 
increasingly intrigued by the 
paintings of Vincent Van Gogh. 
His story is a terribly tragic one, 
as the artist struggled with men-
tal illness and almost complete 
failure in a commercial sense. 
There is a myth that he sold 
none of his approximately 2,000 
works while he was alive, but 
that’s undoubtedly an exagger-
ation. But he most certainly was 
not a highly successful artist.

Multiplying the tragedy, he 
died, perhaps of a self-inflicted 
gunshot wound, at age 37. More 
of this below.

Today, of course, it’s a whole 
other story. Van Gogh is recog-
nized as perhaps the most im-
portant Post-Impressionist artist 
and his paintings have sold for 
more than $150 million, none of 
which goes to Van Gogh’s es-
tate, of course.

The finest collection of Van 
Gogh paintings is on display at 
the Van Gogh Museum in Am-

sterdam – which seems appro-
priate enough since Van Gogh 
was born in the Netherlands. 
If you are in Amsterdam, it’s a 
must see.

But I have enjoyed seeing Van 
Gogh paintings and sketches in 
locations as diverse as the Win-
nipeg Art Gallery, the Barnes 
Foundation in Philadelphia, 
the Art Gallery of Ontario in 
Toronto and a very surpris-
ing small gallery in Solothurn, 
Switzerland, among other cul-
tural institutions. Outside of 
Amsterdam, the best place to 
enjoy Van Gogh’s work – and 
that of other Impressionists 
and Post-Impressionists – is the 
Musée d’Orsay in Paris, which 
we had the chance to visit a cou-
ple of weeks ago. (Hint to trav-
ellers: use the Paris City Pass, 
a great deal that admits you to 
many wonderful attractions).

My biggest surprise, though, 
was that I really felt I touched 
Van Gogh’s life and times in a 
city in southern France, where 
no gallery, or anyone for that 
matter, owns a Van Gogh.

The city is Arles in Provence 
where Van Gogh lived for more 
than a year, creating a new 
painting or drawing nearly 
every day. Many of his best-
known works, including two of 
the three “Starry Night” paint-
ings, were created right here. 
We visited Arles as part of a 
wonderful Viking cruise on the 
Rhone River.

Our guide on the unusual, al-
most disjointed city tour – lots 

of Roman stuff and then lots 
of Van Gogh – explained that 
Van Goghs have become so ex-
pensive that there would be a 
taxpayer revolt if public money 
was used to purchase one. So, 
Arles has none. 

But what Arles has done, and 
done well, is create a Van Gogh 
route, erecting poster boards 
with the images of his paintings 
in the precise locations where 
he placed his easel. And for 
anyone who is a fan of the artist, 
there is something magical in 
standing in the actual footsteps 
of Van Gogh.

Easily, my favourite location 
was Le Jardin de la Maison de 
Santé a Arles. It’s an enclosed 
garden and the municipality has 
restored it to look precisely like 
it did when Van Gogh painted 
the scene in 1888. I could not 
resist grabbing my smart phone 
and trying to replicate the paint-
ing. Van Gogh did it better. (I 
will admit, it’s wise to consider 

the scene from Van Gogh’s per-
spective. If you walk to the oth-
er side of the garden, the view 
includes a plethora of souvenir 
shops.)

There are plenty of oth-
er explanatory plaques along 
the route. Van Gogh’s famous 
painting of his own house, “La 
Mainse Jeaune” (The Yellow 
House), is erected at a busy cor-
ner. The house, sadly, is gone, 
but the other buildings in the 
painting remain, including a 
café that Van Gogh often fre-
quented.

The locale that has changed 
even more is the site where 
he painted the hugely famous 
“La Nuit Étoilée” (The Starry 
Night). The view when we vis-
ited (admittedly not at night) 
showed mostly the top decks 
of docked cruise boats, imped-
ing the view of the Rhone. But 
nonetheless, Van Gogh had pro-
duced his fabulous work right 
here.

Our very well-informed guide 
told us two stories that really 
caught my attention. First, de-
spite overwhelming consensus, 
she said Van Gogh’s death might 
not have been suicide. She sug-
gested it could have been an ac-
cident involving some children 
playing with a gun.

The other story is both rather 
sad and rather amusing. She had 
led us to the exact café depicted 
in the artist’s “Café Terrace at 
Night.” It’s now the Café Van 
Gogh, but it’s closed. Why? Be-
cause after years of the owners 
asking to be paid in cash be-
cause “our credit card machine 
is broken,” the authorities cot-
toned on, examined their books 
and the owners went to jail for 
tax evasion.

Our guide is sure the café is 
awaiting some clever entrepre-
neur as one of the most visited 
sites in Arles, but she cautioned 
there is undoubtedly red tape 
involved – which is something 
of a national sport in France.

Until then, art lovers can en-
joy the scenes that inspired this 
brilliant, troubled, artistic icon. 
To quote songwriter Don Mc-
lean, “But I could have told you, 
Vincent, This world was never 
meant for one as beautiful as 
you.”

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and Past-Presi-
dent of the Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Standing in the footsteps of Vincent Van Gogh

PAUL KNOWLES

Independent Columnist The author’s attempt to recreate Van Gogh’s creation in 2025.
(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
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With the unnaturally warm 
October we’ve had on its way 
out and the abundance of rea-
sonably priced squash this time 
of year, why not cozy up to two 
seasonable recipes that will be 
sure to bring warmth and com-
fort to your kitchen. A bonus 
Halloween beverage is also in-
cluded to send off or welcome 
back your goblins and ghouls. 

Brie and cheddar butternut 
squash soup

Prep: 20 minutes; Cook: 25 
minutes; Total: 45 minutes; 
Serves: 6

3 tbsp salted butter
2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
1 yellow onion, chopped
2 tbsp fresh thyme leaves
1 tbsp fresh sage
2-3 cups cubed butternut 

squash
¼ cup all-purpose flour
3 cups bone, chicken or vege-

table broth
1 bottle/can pumpkin beer/

cider
2 cups whole milk

1 cup chopped broccoli 
2-3 cups shredded cheddar 

cheese
4 oz creamy brie, cubed
¼ tsp cayenne
Kosher salt and black pepper

Method:
-Melt together the butter and 

olive oil in a large pot on medi-
um heat. Add the onion, thyme, 
sage and cook until fragrant, 
about 5 minutes. Add butternut 
squash, toss, cook 1-2 minutes. 
Mix in flour and cook until 
golden, about 1 minute. Add 
broth, beer/cider and season 
with salt and pepper. Bring to a 
simmer, reduce heat to medium 
and cook uncovered until but-
ternut squash is tender, about 
15 minutes. 

-Remove soup from stovetop 
and purée in a blender (careful-
ly) or use an immersion blender. 

-Return soup to stovetop and 
set over low heat. Stir in milk, 
broccoli, cheddar cheese and 
brie. Cook until melted and 
creamy. Add the cayenne.

-Ladle soup into bowls and 
garnish with extra cheddar or a 
wedge of brie. Season to taste. 
Enjoy ideally with soft pretzels 
on the side. 

Stuffed acorn squash with 
sausage

Prep: 30 minutes; Cook: 1 
hour 30 minutes; Total: 2 hours; 
Serves: 4

2 acorn squash, halved and 
seeded

Kosher salt and black pepper 

to taste
1 tbsp fresh thyme leaves
1 lb ground sausage
1 cup celery, chopped
1 cup mushrooms, chopped
¼ cup onion, chopped
1 large egg, beaten
½ cup sour cream
½ cup grated parmesan cheese

Method:
-Gather all ingredients and 

preheat oven to 375 degrees F. 
Line a baking sheet with parch-
ment paper.

-Season cut side of squash 
with salt and pepper. Place 
squash halves cut side down, 
onto prepared baking sheet. 
Bake in oven until tender, about 
1 hour. Remove from oven and 
turn squash over, set aside to 
cool leaving the oven on.

-Heat a large skillet to medi-
um-high heat. Add the sausage; 
cook and stir until browned and 
crumbly, 5-7 minutes. Drain 
and discard grease. Add celery, 
mushrooms and onion, cooking 
until softened, 5-10 minutes. 
Remove from heat. Add fresh 
thyme. 

-Beat egg in a large bowl, 
stir in sour cream and parme-
san cheese. Spoon mixture into 
squash halves.

-Return to oven and bake un-
til filling is cooked through, 
about 20 minutes. 

Halloween extra-dark hot 
cocoa

Total: 20 minutes; Level: 
Easy; Serves: 6

Black-and-orange coloured 
nonpareils, for coating 

2 oz semisweet chocolate plus 
more for melting

4 cups milk or lactose-free 
beverage of your choice. I use 
lactose-free milk. 

2/3 cup sugar
2/3 cup black cocoa powder 

(can be found at Troyers Spices)
Pinch of salt

Method:
-Place nonpareils on a shallow 

plate. Microwave chocolate in a 
shallow plate until just melted. 

Dip inverted mugs into melted 
chocolate to coat the rim, then 
dip in the nonpareils to coat. 
Let set.

-Heat the milk, sugar, cocoa 
powder and salt over medi-
um-low heat. Cook, whisking 
until the sugar dissolves and the 
mixture is smooth and steam-
ing with tiny bubbles around 
the end of the pan 8-10 minutes. 

-Add the chocolate and 
whisk until fully dissolved and 
smooth. Pour hot cocoa into 
prepared mugs. 

EAT AT OUR HOUSE: Cool weather eating 

LAUREN EEDY

Independent Columnist

This Halloween extra-dark hot cocoa is a festive beverage for before or 
after trick-or-treating the whole family will enjoy.

(LAUREN EEDY PHOTO)

519.284.3621
info@sciencehillcountryclub.com
www.sciencehillcountryclub.com

Wednesday Night Wings!
$1 wings / eat in only

---------------------------------------
Thursday Night Sangria / Salad

---------------------------------------
STIR-FRIDAY starts at 4pm

HOME • FARM 
AUTO • COMMERCIAL

519-283-6614
info@hendersonyost.com | www.hendersonyost.com

FERN PRIDHAM – Real Estate Broker

519.274.2885
fernpridham@gmail.com

Sponsored by:

Sudoku

Id: 49461

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 27

5 1 9 2
6 8

3 2 8 6 7
9 6 1 7

2
3 5 2

7 8
5 4 3 6

1 3

Solution
8 5 1 9 3 7 6 4 2

6 2 7 4 5 1 3 9 8

4 3 9 2 8 6 5 1 7

9 6 5 8 2 3 1 7 4

1 4 2 7 6 9 8 3 5

3 7 8 1 4 5 9 2 6

2 1 3 6 7 8 4 5 9

5 8 4 3 9 2 7 6 1

7 9 6 5 1 4 2 8 3

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

Solutions on pg. 27
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

I’m bacon!

What does a pig 

say on a hot day?

Henry Hayes (7)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that appears in the paper gets a 

FREE MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
What runs but cannot walk, has a mouth but no teeth, 

and has a bed but cannot sleep?
A river.

There is one word spelled wrong in every English 
dictionary. What is it?

Wrong.

What goes in your pocket but keeps it empty?
A hole.

What has legs but cannot walk?
A chair.

I sometimes run but cannot walk. You follow me 
around. What am I?

Your nose.

What word begins and ends with the E but only has 
one letter?
Envelope.

What do you find at the end of a rainbow?
The letter W. 

I’m taller when I’m young and shorter when I’m old. 
What am I?

A candle.

What is always right in front of you, yet you cannot 
see it?

The future.

What has a tongue but cannot talk?
A shoe.

What is easier to get into than out of?
Trouble.

GOOSE
Our Pet of the Week is Goose. Goose 

is Tanner and Abby Harris’s four-
month-old golden retriever. He loves 
water, cuddling and causing trouble.

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is pleased to be the sponsor of the 

PET OF THE WEEK
IT’S VET TECH APPRECIATION WEEK!
A huge thank-you to our amazing vet techs — Lisa , Katie, Katty, Emily 
and Laura — for your expertise, dedication, and the compassion you show 
every animal who comes through our doors. From assisting in surgeries to 
calming anxious pets (and their people), your hard work shines. We’re so 
grateful to have you as part of the St. Marys Vet Clinic family.

- Word Search -

Pull annuals

Clean up debris

Compost

Rake leaves

Prune

Clean tools

Fertilize lawn

Drain garden hose

Mulch

Plant bulbs

Trim tall grass

Transplant shrubs

Remove vegetables

FALL GARDENING CHORES

SPONSORED BY: 
Adult Learning Programs of Perth, Upstairs at the St. Marys Public Library 

(700 Church Street North, St. Marys, ON)   |   Phone: 519-284-4408   |   Cell: 226-374-8231
alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca  |  www.adultlearningperth.ca  |  Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth
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BGC offering youth programs in Thorndale

Thames Centre Council 
meetings held in 
Thorndale twice a year

BGC London, formerly the Boys and 
Girls Club, is a community organiza-
tion that provides “fun with a purpose,” 
offering hope, inspiration and opportu-
nities to help our youth reach their full 
potential. 

By promoting both physical and men-
tal health, as well as emotional wellbe-
ing, these programs help young people 
succeed in school, form positive rela-
tionships and develop into healthy, re-
sponsible and caring adults.

For more than a decade, BGC London 
has been offering programs in Thames 

Centre, breaking down barriers for chil-
dren and youth to participate in recre-
ation close to home. Recognizing those 
opportunities in rural areas can be lim-
ited, the Rural Hubs initiative brings 
high-quality programs to communities 
like Thorndale and Dorchester, foster-
ing growth, confidence and connection.

Through a strong partnership with 

the Municipality of Thames Centre, 
BGC London offers programming at 
the Thorndale Lions Community Centre 
and the Flight Exec Centre in Dorches-
ter. This fall, the Next Level Sports 
program, a signature initiative of BGC 
London, is offering volleyball for ages 
nine to 13 on Thursday evenings in 
Thorndale, providing skill development 
and competitive experiences focused on 
confidence, teamwork and sportsman-
ship. 

Additional offerings include gym-
nastics for ages five to 10 with fun, 
mixed-level classes, building strength 
and coordination through playful floor 
skills and age-appropriate exercises. 

BGC offers creative programs such as 
the Tik Treat Lab, exploring food treats 
and recipes, plus other life skills and 
leadership programs designed to build 
independence and confidence. As a Red 
Cross Training Partner, BGC London 
also delivers first aid/CPR, babysitting 
and stay safe courses in rural areas, 
complementing its Life Skills Academy 
programming and preparing youth for 
real-world responsibilities.

Registration is required. For more 
information, visit www.bgclondon.ca/
rural or contact Whitney Brown, rural 
program manager, at wbrown@bgclon-
don.ca.

Since the beginning of the current 
Thames Centre council, which was 
elected in November 2022, council-
lors have made it their mandate to 
hold two official council meetings 
per year, one in April and one in 
October, in Thorndale. 

The decision to do this was to in-
crease accessibility to the commu-
nity of the Thorndale and to more 
residents of Thames Centre. 

On Oct. 6, the Thames Centre 
council held its regular meeting at 
the Thorndale Lions Community 
Centre. Kicked off by Mayor Shar-
ron McMillian, the meeting contin-
ued with official announcements, a 
public session with a report for a 
zoning bylaw amendment applica-
tion for Golden Pond RV Park on 

Cromarty Drive, reports from the 
various departments and McMil-
lian’s report, including her county 
council report. 

The council meeting was then 
adjourned with a break before a 
closed session so council could dis-
cuss personal matters of municipal 
or local board employees, potential 
litigation affecting the municipality 
including matters before tribunals 
and legal matters protected by so-
licitor-client privilege.

Thames Centre council meeting 
agendas as well as minutes from 
previous meeting can be found at 
www.thamescentre.on.ca/coun-
cil-and-administration/council/
council-calendar-agenda-minutes/. 
As well, these council meetings are 
also recorded and can be viewed at 
www.youtube.com/c/municipality-
ofthamescentre. 

Thorndale Lions celebrate 
50/50 winner

The Thorndale Lions held their Thanksgiving Bingo last Monday, Oct. 6, at the Thorndale Lions Commu-
nity Centre. It was the biggest crowd for their bingos with 185 people attending. The largest 50/50 jackpot 
of $469 was won by Nancy Deveau. The next community event is the Lions Fall Community Breakfast on 
Sunday, Oct. 26, from 8:30-11:30 a.m. Pictured are Nancy Deveau and Thorndale Lions member Mel Lee.

(MATT ADAMS PHOTO)

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

NANCY ABRA

Independent Reporter

Thorndale News A section within the 
St. Marys Independent

Support
Local 
Businesses
Check out our website for business and community info at ilovethorndale.ca

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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IN MEMORIAM

White
In loving memory of a dear nephew and cousin

DAVID WHITE
June 25, 1986 - Oct 19, 2013
Those we love remain with us

for love itself lives on.
Cherished memories never fade

because a loved one is gone.
Those we love can never be,
more than a thought apart

For as long as there is a memory,
they will live on in our heart.

Love the Hughes Family

THANK YOU

Near
The family of Charlie Near would like to express our 
sincerest thanks to family, friends and neighbours for 
cards, messages, donations and support.
Thank you also to EMS, ER and nursing staff and Dr. 
Donaldson and Dr. Schiedel. A special thanks to St. 
Marys Legion, St. Marys Fire Department and all who 
attended the Celebration of Life.
Finally, a thank you to Andrew Hodges Funeral Home 
for their compassion and guidance.

THANK YOU

Davis
Many thanks to family and friends for helping me 
celebrate my 90th birthday party at the Thorndale 
Community Centre on October 5th.
The many cards received, beautiful flowers, gifts and 
best wishes were all greatly appreciated. Thanks also 
to my daughters and their families for all the hard work 
for planning this party. It was a fantastic day and again, 
thank you all for coming.

Verna

THANK YOU

Slater
Thank you to my family and friends in this community. 
My 90th birthday celebration was one I will always 
remember. I had no idea that so many would come. 
I was made to feel loved and blessed. Thank you, 
thank you. You also donated over $3000 to Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank and real food to our local food bank. 
We live in a special community.

Allan Slater

OBITUARY

Vossen
With broken hearts our family 
announces that John P Vossen 
passed away after a very 
courageous battle with cancer 
at LHSC London in his 69th 
year surrounded by his family 
on October 7th. 
John is survived by his 
wife of 44 years Cheryl 
and his children Phil & Brit. 

Predeceased by his parents John Sr. (1998) & Helen 
Vossen (2000). Loved Brother of Wilhelmina Laurie 
(Joe), Mary Jane Elliott (Paul), Helen Brockman (Gerry), 
Peter (2023) (Barb), Stephen (Sharon), Kit Sheldon 
(Don), Christopher (Heather 2018) Paul (Cathy 2025) 
David (Heather). John also leaves behind a large 
extended family, including many loving nieces & 
nephews. John was predeceased by his father and 
mother in law Ken (2002) & Bess Pickering (2001) 
Ken (2010) & Madeline Parkinson (2019) were John’s 
extended in laws. 
John was born and raised in St Marys, retiring from 25 
years at Shur-Gain a few years ago. John’s passions 
were golf, baseball, billiards and riding his Harley 
Davidson motorcycle with his friends and travelling 
with Cheryl. John loved the Toronto Blue Jays, 
Toronto Maple Leafs and will be a Dallas Cowboys fan 
forever! Our family would like to thank all of the staff 
at LHSC as well as the Verspeeten Cancer Clinic for 
their ongoing support over the years. 
In keeping with John’s wishes a celebration of life 
with take place on November 15th at St Marys Golf & 
Country Club from 1 -5 pm. Cremation has taken place 
with inurnment in St Marys Cemetery.  Donations 
to the Verspeeten Cancer Clinic c/o London Health 
Science Foundation or the Canadian Baseball Hall of 
Fame would be greatly appreciated. Online tributes at 
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

MacPherson
Joan MacPherson passed 
away peacefully at St. Marys 
Memorial Hospital on Oct. 3, 
2025 in her 92nd year. 
Beloved wife of Richard 
“Dick” MacPherson, married 
74 years. Mother of David 
MacPherson (Sandy), George 
MacPherson, Brenda Neufeld 
(Brad). Grandmother of Jay 

(Angela), Corey, Mike, Sam, Max, Josh (Jazmin), Andrew 
(Candice), Barbie, Sarah, and also survived by 9 great-
grandchildren. Joan will also be remembered by nieces, 
nephews and extended family members and friends.
Joan was born in Edmundston N.B. and had many 
fond memories of attending Convent School in 
Newcastle. In 1951 at 17 years of age she married 
her Fredericton High School sweetheart Dick, moved 
to Ottawa, children quickly followed. She was always 
resourceful, decorating from whatever she could find, 
painting with oils and selling them at art studios. Joan 
has always shared her passions with others whether 
leading youth activities at her church, putting on drama 
presentations, taking groups camping or hiking and 
always included her family. 
Joan’s interest in “community living” inspired a group 
to move here, to a property on Thomas St. they called 
Westover. MacPherson Craft Store was born out of 
her desire to have a place for people to meet in a little 
store she called “The Common Place.” Even working 
the crazy hours of the M&M variety store, Joan always 
found time to walk and talk with people she met. 
Thank you for all your Joan stories so far and please 
don’t hesitate to tell us more. 
A Memorial Open House will take place at the 
WESTOVER INN, 300 Thomas St, St. Marys, on 
Oct. 17, 2025 from 1 to 5 pm with Words of 
Remembrance at 3 pm. Memorial donations may be 
made to the Perth-Huron VON Day Program. Online 
tributes at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

F U N E R A L
H O M E

Helping you design
affordable and personal
services including:

burial
cremation
donation to science
celebrations of life
open houses
religious services

DID YOU KNOW
You can begin pre-arranging

your funeral by scanning
this QR code or visiting

www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca
and clicking on “Resources”

then “pre-arrange online”
to complete a

basic information
form.

 47 Wellington St. S., St. Marys
519-284-2820 | www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

Andrew L.
Hodges

QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Love Never Dies
2. Nobody
3. Aloha
4. Fourteen
5. Peterson

6. The Wallflowers
7. Nova Scotia
8. Arizona, California, New 
Mexico, Texas
9. Tetris
10. Heathrow Airport
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  Bookkeeping & Finance Specialist - North America 
 
 

Are you on the look-out for a versatile job within accounting and financial services at an international 
level? Where you can utilize all your talents? Where you can build & develop FNF and your possibilities 
are endless? Want to sink your teeth into this new job and grow together?  
 
Join us at FNF! 
FNF Ingredients is a full-service marketing organization and supplier for various feed and food ingredient  
producers. Our goal is to become a lifelong partner for all end-users in the US and Canadian food and 
feed industries. We achieve this by fully supporting our customers with the procurement and total 
delivery of quality products at competitive prices. 
 
Within North America we connect our customers with reliable manufacturers through exclusive agencies, 
our stock and other attractive terms. We provide food and feed producers in North America with prompt 
deliveries of vitamins, amino acids and other ingredients at competitive rates, eliminate their risk of price 
fluctuation and solve their supply chain challenges. We are the ultimate partner for our customers, and 
help them succeed!  
 
Over the past five years, we have experienced tremendous growth globally, and we are continuing this 
expansion in the US and Canada. As an FNF Bookkeeping & Finance Specialist, you are building at our 
shared future!  
 
What you’ll do: 

o Responsible for maintaining accurate financial records. This includes recording daily transactions, 
managing accounts payable and receivable, and reconciling bank statements. 

o Analyzing financial performance and trends. 
o Preparing invoices and managing billing cycles. 
o Maintaining ledgers and ensuring accuracy (Quickbooks). 
o Assisting in payroll processing. 
o Preparing financial statements for internal use. 
o Identify and mitigate financial risks, including market volatility and regulatory compliance. 
o Enhance financial processes and leverage technology for better efficiency. 
o Collaborate globally and report to Managing Partners in the US and Canada. 

 
You collaborate with our worldwide team. You report to the Managing Partners in North America. At FNF 
we invest in the knowledge and skills of our people. We serve as your platform for personal and 
professional growth, empowering you to explore your interests and shape your career according to your 
aspirations.  
 
What you offer: 

o A College Diploma or Bachelor’s degree in finance, accounting, or a related field. 
o Experience in financial management, including reporting. 
o Systems and process expert. 
o Strong analytical, problem-solving, and communication skills. 
o Ambition, initiative, independence, and a commercial mindset. 
o Desire to grow personally and professionally within a dynamic, international team. 
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Logistics Specialist – Food Ingredients NA
Are you on the lookout for a versatile role in international logistics where you can utilize all your talents? Where you can help build and 
develop FNF — and your possibilities are endless? Want to sink your teeth into this opportunity and grow together?

JOIN US AT FNF!
FNF Ingredients is a full-service marketing organization and supplier for various feed and food ingredient producers. Our goal is to 
become a lifelong partner for end-users in the US and Canadian food, feed, and cosmetics industries. We achieve this by fully supporting 
our customers with the procurement and total delivery of quality products at competitive prices.
Within North America, we connect our customers with reliable manufacturers through exclusive agencies, consignment stock, and 
other attractive terms. We provide end users with prompt deliveries, eliminate their risk of price fluctuation, and solve their supply 
chain challenges. We are the ultimate partner for our customers — and help them succeed!
Over the past eight years, we have experienced tremendous growth globally, and we are continuing this expansion in the US and 
Canada. As an FNF Logistics Specialist, you will be an important part of building our shared future. 

WHAT YOU’LL DO:
Coordinate logistics with carriers, customs brokers, and warehouses to ensure smooth product distribution.
Serve as the main contact for customers, providing updates and support.
Source, negotiate, and book freight as needed, while tracking shipments globally.
Manage sales orders, purchase orders, invoicing, and cashflow tracking within our ERP system.
Collaborate with our warehouses and China team to streamline logistics processes.
Support regulatory and customs documentation requirements.

WHAT YOU OFFER:
Experience in logistics, supply chain, or international trade.
Strong organizational and communication skills with attention to detail.
Ability to manage multiple priorities in a fast-paced, global environment.
A proactive, solution-driven mindset and team-oriented approach.

WHAT WE OFFER:
Full flexibility in working hours and location — we value a healthy work-life balance.
No fixed cap on holiday leave.
Laptop, smartphone, and full reimbursement of business expenses.
Opportunities for travel and participation in global industry events.
A collaborative, growing company that welcomes your ideas and invests in your career.

LET’S BUILD THE FUTURE TOGETHER!
Join us at FNF Ingredients, where collaboration and entrepreneurial spirit fuel success in an ever-evolving marketplace.

For more information, contact:
Brad Wittig, Managing Partner, Canada

bwittig@fnfingredients.com  |  1.519.274.2365

HELP WANTED

November 8, 15 & 22
Limited Spots! Book now by calling 226-779-5777

or go to stmarysgm.com/service-scheduler

SATURDAY SERVICE AVAILABLESATURDAY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Book your fall and winter service now
by calling 226-779-5777 or go to

stmarysgm.com/service-scheduler
449 Queen St. W

519-284-3310
stmarysgm.com

$20
TIRE

STORAGE
When you book before Oct. 31

Beat the rush!

VEHICLE
HEALTH CHECK

$59.95
(reg. $79.95) Until Nov 30

$10 OFF
A PAIR OF

WIPER BLADES
When purchased before Oct. 31

$120 OFF
INSTANT WINTER

TIRE REBATE
WITH PURCHASE OF 4

Expires Dec. 31, 2025

FREE
WHEEL

ALIGNMENT
INSPECTION

15% OFF
GM

ACCESSORIES

Expires Nov. 30. 2025

UP TO

+HST
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 or email
info@stmarysindependent.com 
to inquire about our directory

BARBER EAVESTROUGH REAL ESTATE HOME CARE

INSURANCE

HEAT / COOL

ELECTRICAL

PLUMBING

SEAMSTRESS

SENIORS

TAKE OUT FOOD

WATER TREATING

MUSIC

LANDSCAPING

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL

519.701.8838
eavestrough@sure-seal.ca

Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum

Gutter Guard • Heavy Built
Fascia • Soffit • Trim Bending & More

WES BENNET • ST. MARYS ON

Providing specialized care for:
Stoma - Cancer - Diabetes - Neurological Disorders 

Epilepsy - Spinal Injury
In addition to every day care

Serving St. Marys and Area since 2022

Call 519-301-7791 (PSW1) 
www.cricket-care.com 

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
Give us a call today!

O�ering Insurance Services for:

199 Elgin St E  • St. Marys  ON • 519-284-1900 
inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

ECRA/ESA# 7016671

GREAT SERVICE 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
Full Service Electrical Solutions 

226-921-1739
info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com

Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St., St. Marys

Robson Scrap Metal
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Better Ways For Seniors Ltd.
519.868.3021

don@betterwaysforseniors.com

www.BetterWaysForSeniors.com

BetterWaysForSeniors

Don Ewert

PAINTING

 Painting and Handyman  Painting and Handyman 
in and around St. Marysin and around St. Marys
Call Alex at 519-636-5874
for more information

118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

Mon 
CLOSED

Tues to Thurs 
11-9

Fri and Sat 
11-10

Sun 
3-8

SALES 
SERVICE 
RENTALS

Call Dave for more info 
at 519.349.2040

Linda Vandermolen
Landscape Artist

Weeding, Mulching, Leaf Raking, 
Transplanting small plants
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BIN RENTAL 
OR FULL JUNK 

REMOVAL

519-284-2221
www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca

TREE SERVICE

Trimming, Removals, Stumps, Fertilizing 

JOEL’S TREE SERVICE
519-272-5742

www.joelstreeservice.com

CALL 519.284.0041 
TO INQUIRE ABOUT 

OUR BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

CLEANING

Spotless Cleaning Plus
St. Marys and Surrounding Area

Sheila LeBlanc
519-630-2665
spotless@writeme.com

spotlesscleaningplus.wixsite.com/clean

BE IN THE KNOW! Get the Latest Edition 
Delivered Straight to Your Inbox!

granthaven.com/st-marys-independent

St. Marys Independent

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM

TREE CARE

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE
519-521-9965

Tree & Hedge Pruning & Removal
Utility Line Clearing

Professional Arborist Reports
Urban Forestry Consulting

ISA Board Certified Master Arborist
Keep your dollars in Canada to support 
local businesses and strengthen 
communities.

PUT YOUR 
MONEY  
WHERE 
YOUR 
HOUSE IS  
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Looking 
Back

Coming Up Rosie
25 years ago (2000)
David J. Sterrett, President of the Ontario Aggregate 

Resources Corporation (TOARC), presented Mayor 
James Muterer of Zorra with $136,751 from the Aggre-
gate Resources Fund. Zorra ranked fourth in the prov-
ince for aggregate production in 1999, with a total of 
4,100,000 tonnes produced.

Citizens of St. Marys will go to the polls on Monday, 
November 13 to choose six Councillors from a field 
of eight, while two men will vie for the title of Mayor. 
The following are candidates for Town Council; Kerry 
Campbell, Eugene Dufour, Stan Fraser, Margaret Luna, 
David Redfern, Bruce Symons, Sandra Tays, and Don 
Van Galen. Seeking the Mayor’s position are incumbent 
Jamie Hahn and contender Tony Winter.

50 years ago (1975)
Local celebrity Rosemary Ratcliffe has been an-

nounced as the star of a new CBC TV series entitled 
“Coming Up Rosie”.

Vandals were active at Cadzow Park last Wednesday 
night, repeating what has become a familiar story during 
recent years. On this occasion, vandals emptied the sand-
box, tipped over and smashed the welded joints on the 
monkey bars, and upturned every picnic table in the area.

75 years ago (1950)
District mink ranchers are looking forward to the fur 

auction sales, the first of which is in Montreal on No-
vember 30. The ranchers are having some difficulty in 
securing adequate supplies of frozen fish to feed their 
animals these days.

Three large tractor trailers bearing the name of O.R. 
Fuller, Tillsonburg, were noticed moving through town 
on Friday morning loaded heavily with well rotted ma-
nure from some local farms. This looks like good soil 
conservation for the tobacco district, but definitely poor 
practice for local district farmsteads.

100 years ago (1925)
On Monday, George Aldis, local gardener together 

with a representative of the Downham Nursery Co. of 
Strathroy, planted out the f lower bed surrounding the 
soldier’s memorial with annuals. The bed is edged with 
forget-me-nots and dotted with the occasional Iceland 
poppies, a poppy that closely resembles the Flanders va-
riety.

Last Saturday, the temperature stood at 26.8 degrees 
Fahrenheit in Toronto, being the lowest recorded that day 
since 1853. From eight inches to a foot of snow fell in 
many parts of western Ontario. In fact, there was snow 
all around St. Marys while there was simply a dash of 
snowflakes in St. Marys in the early morning.

AMY CUBBERLEY

Independent Columnist

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop, 
Fold, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, 
Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For more information: Diamond 
Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

WANTED TO BUY
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.Are you 
downsizing or need an estate clean out? We can help. Call or text 
Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, Pepsi or any 
pop company. Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc. Old 
radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches, old fruit 
jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and signs - Red 
Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture. If you are moving or 
cleaning out stuff please contact me - 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE
Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears, peaches, plums, 
sweet and sour cherries, apricots, nectarines, blueberries, haskapp 
grapes, raspberries, elderberries etc. Lots of spruce, pine, cedars 
for windbreak and privacy hedges. Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers 
ready to go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon-Sat 7:00am 
to 6:00pm. Martin’s Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON 
N0G 2X0 (1 Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line)

FOR RENT
Large three bedroom downtown apartment in classic building. 
Three storeys walk up above Gilly’s. Completely renovated, 
exquisite mahogany panelling, refinished wood floors, fresh 
paint. Includes all utilities. A/C, heat, wi-fi, laundry, parking etc. 
References required. Available Oct. 1st. Call 519-697-4985

EMPLOYMENT WANTED
Looking for Employment in Stratford or the surrounding area. Hard 
working, reliable, with full G driver’s license. Randy 519-271-8137

FOR SALE
Foldable Wheelchair in like new condition. Motion Composites 
Move MWAC 16” x 18” x 16”; Footplates, Matrx E2 Back, ROHO 
Quatro cushion with cover and additional never used cover; 2 
point strap. Asking $525 or best offer. Pick up St. Marys. 1-519-
802-8037 (call or text)

COIN SHOW
Stratford 62th Annual Coin Show - on Sunday October 19th 2025 
from 9:00 am to 3 pm at the Best Western Arden Park Hotel 
552 Ontario St. Stratford. Admission $3.00 (under 16 free). 65th 
Anniversary Cake Celebration at 2 pm.

HOME CLEANING
Jacquie’s Home cleaning and home interior painting. Call or text 
519-274-5761

Sudoku

Id: 49461

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 27

5 1 9 2
6 8

3 2 8 6 7
9 6 1 7

2
3 5 2

7 8
5 4 3 6

1 3

Solution
8 5 1 9 3 7 6 4 2

6 2 7 4 5 1 3 9 8

4 3 9 2 8 6 5 1 7

9 6 5 8 2 3 1 7 4

1 4 2 7 6 9 8 3 5

3 7 8 1 4 5 9 2 6

2 1 3 6 7 8 4 5 9

5 8 4 3 9 2 7 6 1

7 9 6 5 1 4 2 8 3

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

SPONSORED 
BY:

McDonald’s St. Marys 
752 Queen St E

Founding and Forever partner of 
Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier 
on Page 5
Friday, Oct 17
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon
- A.N.A.F. meat draw – 6 p.m.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs St. Thomas Stars at the PRC – 
7:30 p.m.
- SMCP opening night of “Hilda’s Yard” at the Town Hall 
theatre – 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Oct 18
- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field – 8 
a.m. to Noon, Harvest soup day
- McCully’s fall harvest festival – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Price 
range $6.25 to $7.50
- SMCP presents “Hilda’s Yard” at the Town Hall theatre 
– 2 p.m.
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 p.m.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Komoka Kings at Komoka 
Wellness Centre – 7:15 p.m.
- Blue Rodeo Tribute at Harrington Hall – 8 p.m., 
advance tickets only, Call 519-536-0955
Sunday, Oct 19
- McCully’s fall harvest festival – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Price 
range $6.25 go $7.50
- SMCP presents “Hilda’s Yard” at the Town Hall theatre 
– 2 p.m.
- Exeter Eastern Star BBQ chicken dinner at Exeter 
Masonic Hall – Take out only, advance tickets only, Pick 
up 4-6 p.m., Tickets $25, Call 519-235-1588 or 519-
236-4134
Monday, Oct 20
- Community Dinner at St. Marys United Church – 5 
p.m., Sponsored by St. Marys Kinette Club
Tuesday, Oct 21
- Royal Canadian Legion buddy check coffee – 10 a.m. 
to Noon
- St. Marys Legion cribbage – Starts 7 p.m. sharp
Thursday, Oct 23
- A.N.A.F. sausage on a bun lunch – 12-1:30 p.m.

THE WEEK AHEAD
St. Marys Independent

est. 1993

Fall Raspberries, Frozen Blueberries, 
Squash and U-Pick Pumpkins are ready!

Open 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday 
276347 27th Line, Lakeside ON

Call for daily picking conditions 519-283-6025
Or check our website sheldonberries.com

Tenders are conditional
on the severance of

the residential portion
to the sole satisfaction

of the Sellers.
To be Retained: (+ or - 135 Acres)

Workable Acres: (+ or - 128.5 Acres) Tiled @ 30ft.
All TENDERS must be received by Nov. 19 by 4:00pm
Contact Tom Daum Realtor® For All Showing,
Mapping & Tender Packages at 519-301-9150
*Maximizing Your Farm Real Estate Potential*

For Complete Farm Service

FARM FOR SALE BY TENDER
4101 Line 26, Perth South - 135 Acres

TOM DAUM REALTOR®

519-301-9150 | TomDaumRealtor@gmail.com

BUYING, SELLING, TENDER & SUCCESSION PLANNING
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2025 FORESTER
ARRIVING NOW with rates from 3.99%
More versatile, safer, stylish and value-packed than ever.

2025 IMPREZA
$500 BONUS CASH

available while supplies last

2026 CROSSTREK
ARRIVING NOW with rates from 3.99%

Finance example: $30,000 @ 3.99% over 24 month term = $1,302 per mo. Total interest $1,262. Total obligation $31,262. Plus HST & License. EyeSight® is a driver-assist system, which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions.
The driver is always responsible for safe and attentive driving. System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle maintenance, and weather and road conditions. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and
limitations. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. Offers end October 31, 2025 and are subject to change or cancellation without notice. See your local Subaru dealer
or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details including details on our Loyalty rate reduction program.

STRATFORD SUBARU • 2001 ONTARIO STREET • (519) 273-3116                                    stratfordsubaru.com

PLUS, current Subaru owners qualify for 2.0% lease and finance rate reductions on most models.

2026 FORESTER


