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This winter’s snow, wind and cold tem-
peratures haven’t been seen in years, and ac-
cording to an area meteorologist, predicting 
approaching weather systems is proving to be 
a challenge. 

Julie Atchison has kept CTV London view-
ers up to date on the weather for a dozen years, 
and the first question the Gazette asked her 
was whether last week’s heavy snow sneaked 
up on her and other forecasters.

“It’s funny you should ask that because I 
said to my boss last week there is this sneaky, 
low pressure that’s coming in and it didn’t 
show up until the afternoon.”

Atchison said she was reviewing the fore-
cast model in the morning. Initially, an Arctic 
cold front was expected to pass through, 
accompanied by some lake-effect snow, re-
sulting in more localized snowfall amounts. 
Then, something changed.

“At about 1 p.m. I was looking at some 
forecast models and mine here in the weather 
centre started reading 30 centimetres. I was 

Last week, staff and community mem-
bers gathered to celebrate a beam-sign-
ing milestone at Tri-County Mennonite 
Homes (TCMH) in New Hamburg.

Wilmot Township Mayor Natasha 

Salonen was the first to sign and ad-
dressed staff and the community, noting 
her support for continued growth across 
Wilmot.

“This vision serves our community and 
continues to grow as part of our com-
munity,” she said. “When I drive down 

Arnold Street, I’m always excited to see 
this vision come to life.”

The facility promises high-quality, 
compassionate care for the community’s 
elders and represents a commitment to 
dignity and family proximity.

“Today is one of those moments where 
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Wilmot Township Mayor Natasha Salonen, Tri-County Mennonite Homes board members, staff, construction crew members and TCMH 
CEO Steven Harrison pose in front of the signed beam during a milestone event in New Hamburg.

(AMANDA NELSON PHOTO)
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you pause and look around and feel both a 
sense of pride and gratitude,” said Steven 
Harrison, TCMH CEO. “Not long ago, 
this was a vision — conversations around 
tables, sketches on paper, hopes being 
shared by family, staff and community 
members who knew you could do better 
for those in our community.”

TCMH received approval to construct 
one year ago, on Jan. 20, 2025. Once 
approval to construct was in place, the 
tender was awarded to Melloul-Blamey 
of Waterloo, and construction began in 

February 2025.
“The speed of this progress matters,” 

said Harrison. “It speaks to the urgency, 
it speaks to the commitment and it speaks 
to a shared understanding of the need for 
compassionate, high-quality, long-term 
care in our community.”

The new space will create 63 more beds 
to better serve elders in the community 
and increase long-term care capacity in 
the area.

Each resident floor is called a resident 
home area (RHA). Each RHA will have 32 

beds, a lounge, dining room, servery, nurs-
ing station, care room and a harvest room, 
a multi-use room for activities or expand-
ed dining space.

The main floor of the building will be 
dedicated to service spaces such as offic-
es, the kitchen, laundry, maintenance and 
receiving. The main floor will also include 
reception and common spaces such as the 
café and the spiritual room, similar to a 
chapel.

The grounds at the back of the build-
ing will overlook the Nith River and will 

include a seating area, a garden and acces-
sible pathways for residents and families 
to enjoy. The pathways will connect to fu-
ture pathways on the river flats.

“Now that we’ve signed this beam, we 
are leaving our mark, not just on a piece 
of steel, but on the future,” said Harrison. 
“Long after construction crews are gone, 
the dust has settled and residents have 
moved in, this beam will quietly support 
moments of care, comfort and laughter.”

Those interested in making a donation 
can visit www.newnithview.ca/donate.

Community gathers to mark construction milestone at 
Tri-County Mennonite Homes

Wellesley’s Mary Lichty-Neeb has been 
named the recipient of the 2026 Len and 
Ida Patterson Memorial Award, recog-
nizing her many decades of dedication 
to agricultural fairs and volunteer service 
across Ontario. 

Lichty-Neeb serves as secretary-trea-
surer of the Wellesley-North Easthope 
Agricultural Society and has long been 
a driving force behind the success of the 
Wellesley-North Easthope Fall Fair.

The Len and Ida Patterson Memorial 
Award is presented to a secretary, treasur-
er, dedicated fair volunteer or individual 

who has worked tirelessly at the district 
level within the Ontario Association of 
Agricultural Societies (OAAS). The award 
is open to members across Ontario, mak-
ing Lichty-Neeb’s selection a notable hon-
our among her peers. She will be formally 
recognized at the annual OAAS conven-
tion this February.

Sponsored by Paul Nother of Encore 
Promotional Products and Nother Awards, 
the award is presented in memory of Len 
and Ida Patterson. Lichty-Neeb said she is 
deeply grateful for the many congratula-
tory messages she has received since the 
announcement and credits the fair commu-
nity for its continued encouragement and 
support.

As a longtime participant in the 
Wellesley Township Fall Fair, a member 
of District 7 within OAAS, and a former 
OAAS board member, Lichty-Neeb said 
she has had the privilege of meeting many 
remarkable people over the years, many of 
whom have become close friends. When 
asked why she devotes so much time and 
energy to organizing a fair that runs just a 
day and a half, her answer is simple.

“It’s the joy in the eyes of the children at 
the fair,” she said, pointing to youngsters 
proudly showing parents and grandparents 
their ribbons and stickers, the excitement 
of the midway and inflatables, and the 
hands-on fun of livestock shows, and corn 
and bean bins filled with toys. She believes 

these experiences play an important role in 
teaching young people about agriculture 
and food.

Lichty-Neeb added that fair season 
shapes much of her family’s calendar. 

“If you ask my husband, Richard, about 
plans for spring, summer and fall week-
ends, they revolve around which fair is 
happening,” she said, noting that visiting 
other fairs is both enjoyable and a valuable 
way to see new ideas and approaches.

Lichty-Neeb extended her thanks to fel-
low fair board volunteers Wendy, Joanne, 
Susan and Barb for their continued support 
and for standing behind her nomination for 
the award.

Wellesley’s Mary Lichty-Neeb to be presented with 
Len and Ida Patterson Memorial Award
GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent



Thursday, January 22, 2026The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 3

1362 VICTORIA ST N KITCHENER 
MON-FRI 8AM-8PM
SAT 9-6 SUN 10-5SOURCEFLOORING.COM

SHOP ONLINE 24/7

SALE
CLEARANCE CENTERCLEARANCE CENTER
.99¢¢

MODERNMODERN
CLICK CLICK 

LAMINATELAMINATE .99¢
/SQFT

STARTING AT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH .99¢
/SQFT

STARTING AT

MDF PRIMEDMDF PRIMED
BASEBASE

BOARDSBOARDS .99¢
/LFT

STARTING AT

LUXURYLUXURY
VINYL VINYL 
PLANKSPLANKS .99¢

/SQFT

STARTING AT

12X12  12X2412X12  12X24
PORCELAINPORCELAIN 

TILESTILES .99¢
/SQFT

STARTING AT

ENGINEEREDENGINEERED
HARDHARD

WOODWOOD .99¢
/SQFT

STARTING AT

CLEARANCE CLEARANCE 
CENTER

BUILDINGBUILDING

CLEARANCE CLEARANCE 
CENTER

BUILDINGBUILDING

CLEARANCE CLEARANCE 
CENTER

BUILDINGBUILDING

CLEARANCE CLEARANCE 
CENTER

BUILDINGBUILDING

CLEARANCE CLEARANCE 
CENTER

BUILDINGBUILDING

CLEARANCE CLEARANCE 
CENTER

BUILDINGBUILDING

CLEARANCE CLEARANCE 
CENTER

BUILDINGBUILDING

CLEARANCE CLEARANCE 
CENTER

BUILDINGBUILDING

7'X10'7'X10'
AREAAREA
RUGSRUGS

$99
EACH STARTING FROMAACOUSTICCOUSTIC 

WALL WALL 
PANELSPANELS

$99
EACH STARTING FROM

PLUS NO TAX!

Continued from page 1

Rapidly changing winter 
weather disrupts roads, 
services and travel
like, what is happening. Within an hour, 
there were snowfall warnings and every-
thing just went like gangbusters. Things 
changed and escalated quickly as the day 
went on.”

She explained forecast models are al-
ways ingesting new data and information 
and a lot can change in a short period of 
time.

“We could see a wind shift and that 
could change how a snowsquall develops. 
We are surrounded by the Great Lakes 
and you can’t imagine how difficult it is 
to forecast because of them. It’s a difficult 
question to answer; why a system like that 
would develop so quickly.”

Atchison added that when a system 
tracks farther south, snowfall amounts 
tend to be lower. However, a northward 
shift over the Great Lakes can bring a mix 
of rain and snow due to warmer water tem-
peratures. Looking ahead to this weekend 
and beyond, a deep freeze is expected with 
temperatures well below normal.

“We are going to see a big ridge develop 
in the atmosphere along the Pacific coast 
and a huge dip in the Jet Stream over the 
Great Lakes. This allows the Polar Vortex 
to sink south, and when that happens, a 
cold wave of air comes in, bringing bitter-
ly cold air.”

The Great Lakes are currently open, but 
Atchison explained the frigid tempera-
tures could change that in a hurry, some-
thing that could play a role in the extended 
forecast.

“When frozen, the lakes can’t moderate 
temperatures which is why the air is cold-
er towards the Ottawa area and Eastern 
Ontario. In the extended forecast through 
Feb. 2, we’re seeing temperatures staying 
below seasonal norms. The deep freeze is 
officially here.”

Environment and Climate Change 
Canada say windchill values could range 
from -16°C to -30°C over the next few 
days. Cold temperatures elevate the risk 
of cold-related injuries like frostbite 
and hypothermia. Cold weather can also 
worsen existing health conditions among 
the homeless, older adults, infants and 
children.

Area municipalities have been busy 
dealing with last week’s storm and anoth-
er blast of winter this week. On Jan. 20, 
Oxford County put out a statement warn-
ing people of changing conditions.

“Environment Canada has issued a 
Yellow snow squall watch for the county 
with the potential for blowing snow and 
more flurries this afternoon. The rapidly 
falling temperatures have resulted in icy 
conditions on our roadways. Wind gusts 
this afternoon could reach 50 to 70 km/
hr. Please remember to drive according to 
the weather conditions and always be pre-
pared for possible power outages.”

The county also reminded motorists to 
turn on full lights to make sure they can 

see and be seen. 
“Give yourself extra time to get where 

you are going, ensure your vehicle is 
clear of snow and always carry a vehicle 
emergency kit. Each kit should include 
basic tools along with warm blankets and 
clothes in case you get stranded,” it added.

The Township of Wilmot declared a 
snow event at 2 p.m. on Jan. 15.

“All on-street parking is prohibited 
during a snow event to allow plows to 
clear roads safely and efficiently. Vehicles 
parked on the street during the snow event 
may be ticketed and/or towed,” the town-
ship wrote in an alert posted on the munic-
ipality’s social media.

On Jan. 15, Oxford County closed 
its libraries in Tavistock, Brownsville, 
Ingersoll, Innerkip, Thamesford and 
Tillsonburg and cancelled Ox on the Run 
stops. Garbage and recycling pickup was 
also delayed in some areas, including the 
north portion of East-Zorra Tavistock. 
Crews were out on Saturday instead of 
Friday.

Perth County declared a Significant 
Weather Event on Monday afternoon due 
to challenging weather conditions.

“The region is currently under an 
Orange-level Blizzard Warning with 
strong westerly winds gusting to 80 km/hr. 
Blowing snow is causing near zero visibil-
ity in areas of the county road network,” a 
port to the county’s Facebook page said.

Several transport trucks were lined up on 
County Road 59 between Shakespeare and 
Tavistock last Thursday as another wintery 
blast created havoc on area roads.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF PEOPLE OF TAVISTOCK FACEBOOK GROUP)
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After two years of meetings and pub-
lic consultations, East Zorra-Tavistock’s 
(EZT) recreation advisory committee 
(RAC) has put forward a motion to council 
which includes budget dollars.

Among the eight recommendations the 
committee is submitting for council’s con-
sideration during the 2026 budget deliber-
ations is a communication strategy for rec-
reation. EZT does not currently have any 
communication professionals on staff or 
under contract, so what happens with that 
portion of the motion remains to be seen. 

In terms of actual recreation options 
for residents, the committee is recom-
mending maker classes, drop-in exercise 
classes, outdoor movie nights and drop-in 
sports education courses. The committee 
is also asking for $5,000 for programming 
start-up costs and a cost-recovery model 
for anything outside of those costs. The 
committee is also asking for consider-
ation to be given to evening and weekend 
programming.

Committee member Meaghan Lichti 
said communication with residents will be 
key should council approve the motion.

“We found there are quite a few pro-
grams (currently), but a lot of the feedback 
is people don’t know about them. We talk-
ed about a few different ways for people 
to access information. A key one is using 
social media more effectively, a dedicated 

recreation page on the (EZT) website and 
a recreation newsletter that could be sent 
out either four or six times a year.”

Lichti said, ideally, residents would be 
able to subscribe and unsubscribe to a digi-
tal newsletter. She added there are benefits 
to working with community partners like 
public libraries for maker classes, such as 
pottery and painting. 

“Libraries generally are more than will-
ing to provide programming if they know 
what the community is interested in. We 
also thought it could potentially be a part-
nership with the library and township to 
offer township spaces bigger than the li-
brary, such as the Memorial Hall for the 
kitchen or the upper hall at the arena, 
which has a kitchen.”

She also mentioned teaming up with 
schools to offer basketball and volleyball 
programs, along with the use of an app for 
people to sign up for activities. Evening 
yoga classes and pickleball are also priori-
ties should the township go ahead with the 
committee’s plan.

“We know there are quite a few pickle-
ball offerings in Tavistock, but they really 
aren’t accessible for adults. The majority 
of people on the survey who want it are 
between the ages of 35 and 64, so we are 
assuming they are working. We thought 
an evening drop-in pickleball would be 
a good addition,” added Lichti, who also 
advised the township to get a communi-
cations plan implemented before offering 
any recreation options.

Committee chair and Hickson resident 
Kyle Smith said it feels good to have an-
other round of recommendations head-
ing to council for consideration, and he’s 
proud of the committee’s work over the 
past year.  

“As you can tell from the meeting, the 
group was very aligned with what they 
feel are the best options for recommenda-
tions,” he said.

Smith said members believe council will 
get behind the recommendations, but also 
respect whatever decisions are made.

“Council has shown a very keen inter-
est in moving forward with recreation 
programming on the agenda, so we have 
every belief we would meet very little re-
sistance. Ultimately, our responsibility for 
programming ends with our recommenda-
tions in terms of implementing recreation 
activities.”

The current committee’s mandate comes 
to an end once a new council is elected in 
the fall.

“The next committee would have the 
ability to make sure the plans move for-
ward,” added Smith, who hopes some new 
faces will come forward as committee 
members.

“Speaking from my own experience, I 
would encourage anyone who may have 
some interest in the future of recreation 
in the township to apply when the time 
comes.  I also want to say a thank you from 

the committee to the staff who have been 
tremendous with their time and efforts in 
helping us achieve our goals.”

Some of the options are expected to have 
user fees, particularly if a facilitator needs 
to be hired for something like a cooking 
class.

“The $5,000 is a start-up cost to get us 
advertised, to solicit partnerships. That 
(money) is to get programming up and 
running and the programs themselves will 
look at a cost-recovery (model), so recov-
ering the cost of the facilitator or renting 
the Thames Valley (District School Board) 
gym or something,” said township CAO 
Karen DePrest.

She added the current township facil-
ity allows for free use of facilities from 
Monday to Friday, as long as admission 
isn’t being charged and it's open to the 
public.  

“I understand that right now there aren’t 
evening opportunities, but that’s probably 
because those facilities aren’t available 
for free in the evenings, so people aren’t 
organizing drop-in activities at night,” she 
added.

The motion came to council at 
Wednesday night’s meeting and next 
week’s Gazette will have a full report on 
the outcome. The next RAC meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, April 8, at 7 
p.m. Among the agenda items will be a de-
brief on council’s decision.

Costing likely to be included in mayor’s 2026 budget
EZT’s recreation committee brings forward recommendations
LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
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A growing range of assistive technolo-
gies available through the Waterloo Region 
District School Board (WRDSB) is help-
ing students across the region strengthen 
reading, writing, organization and study 
skills, while giving families practical ways 
to support learning at home.

Designed to remove barriers and build 
independence, assistive technologies are 
digital tools that help students better ac-
cess the curriculum and demonstrate what 
they know. While often associated with 
individual education plans, many of the 
tools promoted by the WRDSB can ben-
efit a wide range of learners, regardless of 
ability or learning style.

“These technologies give families prac-
tical tools they can use at home,” said 
WRDSB communications officer Estefanía 
Brandenstein. “Parents and caregivers can 
help their children review classwork, prac-
tice skills, complete assignments more 

efficiently, or explore additional learning 
opportunities. When used at home, these 
tools support task completion and help 
build a child’s confidence in their ability 
to demonstrate learning in the classroom.”

The board has been expanding its focus 
on assistive technology since 2021, align-
ing with its strategic plan to strengthen stu-
dent engagement and success by working 
closely with families. The school board’s 
assistive technology team also collabo-
rates with teachers to integrate these tools 
into everyday classroom learning, ensur-
ing students encounter consistent supports 
at school and at home.

The technologies themselves cover a 
wide range of learning needs. Text-to-
speech tools allow students to hear written 
material read aloud, supporting compre-
hension and reducing fatigue for strug-
gling readers. Speech-to-text tools help 
students turn spoken ideas into written 
work, easing the challenge of writing for 
those who think more clearly out loud. 
Highlighting, vocabulary builders and 

digital note-collection tools help students 
organize information and focus on key 
ideas when studying or researching.

Organization and planning tools are an-
other major focus. Digital supports such 
as task lists, reminders and note-keeping 
apps help students manage assignments, 
prepare for tests and break large projects 
into manageable steps. These tools can be 
especially helpful for students who feel 
overwhelmed by deadlines or who strug-
gle with time management.

“These technologies can support learn-
ing across all subject areas,” Brandenstein 
said. “They are particularly effective for 
reading, writing, studying, organization 
and test preparation, but because they’re 
flexible and customizable, they can be 
adapted to different subjects, grade levels 
and learning styles.”

To help families better understand what’s 
available, the WRDSB assistive technol-
ogy team has been offering a series of 
short online learning sessions throughout 
January, aimed at families with children in 

grades seven to 12. While the sessions are 
optional, the board encourages families 
to explore the tools whether or not they 
attend.

The final session in the current series, fo-
cused on planning and organization tools 
such as Google Tasks and Google Keep, 
will take place on Monday, Jan. 26, from 
12:30-1 p.m. No registration is required 
and details are available through the 
WRDSB website.

A similar three-part series is planned 
for February for families with children in 
grades four to eight.

“The board recognizes that when par-
ents, caregivers, educators and students 
work together, learning is strengthened 
both at school and at home,” Brandenstein 
said. “We’ll continue offering opportuni-
ties like this throughout the school year.”

More information about assistive tech-
nologies and upcoming learning sessions 
can be found at wrdsb.ca or through the 
board’s social media channels.

Assistive technologies helping WRDSB students 
learn with confidence at school and at home
GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Tensions high over future or free trade deal with the US

Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis re-
cently attended a high-level huddle with 
federal government officials and leading 
dairy industry players. 

The meeting came as U.S. President 
Donald Trump continues to push against 
Canada’s dairy industry and its quota sys-
tem. Louis said it was part of the prepa-
ration for a review of the Canada-United 
States-Mexico Agreement (CUSMA).

“It’s important to make sure the gov-
ernment and industries are all speaking 
with one voice. There are round table dis-
cussions around the country and I attend-
ed a recent national dairy round table in 
Montreal,” Louis said.

Louis, the parliamentary secretary re-
sponsible for Canada-U.S. trade, was 
joined by his minister, Dominic LeBlanc, 
outgoing U.S. Ambassador Kirsten 
Hillman, other government officials and 
representatives from the dairy processing 
and production sectors.

“It was an important conversation. At 
a high level, we talked about protecting 
our food sovereignty, protecting Canadian 
farmers, supply management and protect-
ing rural economies,” he said.

While Louis could not go into detail 
about the discussions, Trump has been 
clear in his opposition to Canada’s sys-
tem and his desire for greater access for 
American dairy products in Canada.

“It is a concern. I can’t negotiate ev-
erything in public with you, but what we 

are looking for is that solidarity between 
all levels of government and those in the 
dairy industry. We want to make sure we 
are speaking as one voice,” Louis said.

Canada’s dairy supply management 
system is a policy framework designed 
to match domestic dairy production with 
Canadian demand, while ensuring stable 
incomes for farmers and predictable prices 
for consumers.

Canadian dairy farmers operate under 
a quota system that limits production and 
is adjusted nationally to match domestic 
demand. Farmgate prices are set based on 
production costs, while limited imports are 
allowed through tariff rate quotas under 
trade agreements like CUSMA.

Louis said uncertainty when it comes to 
actions south of the border is the number 
one word on his government’s mind as 
Canada prepares for a scheduled review of 
CUSMA, something Trump has said isn’t 
on his mind.

“It’s not a renegotiation. The agreement 
was signed in 2020, requiring Canada, the 
U.S. and Mexico to review how things 
were working. The review doesn’t mean 
we are reopening it or trading away con-
cessions. Our government has made it 
clear supply management is not on the 
table.”

The MP said while he has some experi-
ence with the dairy industry, he is working 
hard to do what’s best for the dairy and 
other agricultural industries, learning as he 
goes.

“I was first elected in 2019, and I was 
on the House of Commons Agriculture 

Committee. That helped me learn how to 
protect our farmers and programs like sup-
ply management.”

Louis said the government is committed 
to protecting Canada’s economic interests 
throughout the negotiations. 

“Our objective is clear. Securing the 
best possible deal for Canada – one that 
provides certainty for Canadian workers, 
businesses and investors while protecting 
our unique Canadian advantage. These 
discussions help ensure farmers’ voices 
are reflected in decisions that protect our 
farmers, strengthen the industry and keep 
Canadian dairy strong.”

CUSMA allows most goods to move be-
tween the three countries tariff-free, sets 
rules for labour standards, environmental 
protections and intellectual property, and 
includes updated provisions for digital 
trade.

Louis and all other members of parlia-
ment are heading back to Ottawa as the 
House of Commons begins sitting for its 
winter session on Monday. He added his 
time away from the nation’s capital has 
been full of stakeholder meetings.

“It’s an everyday responsibility,” he 
said. “From housing and transportation to 
global events, local projects, and health 
care, I need to hear from everyone. When 
I’m in Ottawa, my job is to be the voice of 
Kitchener-Conestoga and bring those con-
cerns forward.”

When asked if he has seen the level 
of uncertainty in politics, mainly due to 
American influence, Louis admitted these 
are difficult times.

“I was elected a few months before a 
global pandemic and there was a level 
of uncertainty there. This uncertainty ex-
ists in every meeting and every conver-
sation I have. But what I am also seeing 
is Canadians seem to be more united than 
they were in the past.”

He added he is confident people of all 
political stripes can come together to ad-
dress the issues of the day.

“The meetings I am having are more 
challenging and that uncertainty is in ev-
ery conversation. That’s the nicest way I 
can say it in print.”

Louis takes part in meeting with dairy industry 
officials with CUSMA top of mind
LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis
(TIMLOUISMP.CA PHOTO)
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Viktoriia Makarova is a Ukrainian artist 
who now calls New Hamburg home along 
with her 18-month-old daughter, Eva, and 
her mother, Olha Polusmiak. The three 
came to Canada seeking safety from the 
ongoing war in Ukraine.

When war broke out in February 2022, 
Makarova’s hometown of Kherson was 
among the first to fall under occupation. 
After living in fear for months, they were 
finally forced to flee. Makarova and her 
mother initially went to Poland. They at-
tempted to apply for a Canadian visa but 
were told their application was unlikely 
to succeed. With few options left, they 
travelled to Germany and spent several 
months living in a refugee camp. While in 
Germany, Makarova checked her visa sta-
tus and discovered it had been approved. 

Upon arriving in Canada, Makarova and 
her mother stayed in a hotel for two weeks 
made possible through a Canadian gov-
ernment program. With only four days left 
and no permanent housing secured, she 
reached out to Grassroots Response to the 
Ukrainian Crisis as a last hope.

A Grassroots volunteer soon connected 
Makarova and her mother with a family in 
Hespeler. She describes them as “a won-
derful family.” 

“We lived with them for eight months,” 
she said. “They helped us settle, were 
there when my little daughter, Eva, was 
born, and supported us in everything. I 
will never forget their care and kindness.”

Makarova's mother suffered a stroke, 
which meant the family needed to find 
housing with everything on one level 
to support her recovery. With the con-
tinued support of Grassroots Ukrainian 
Response, Makarova and her family have 
settled in the New Hamburg Guest House, 
a space that meets their needs and offers 
Makarova a place to continue her artistic 
work and give back to the organization 
and her new community.

Makarova is a talented artist and de-
signer who graduated from the National 
AcadeArts in Ukraine. Her artwork fea-
tures vibrant colours and detailed pat-
terns inspired by her Ukrainian heritage. 
The Guest House includes a space at the 
back of the house perfect for an art studio 
that Makarova now uses to lead creative 
workshops for church groups, community 
members and local organizations. These 
workshops give her a chance to share her 
culture and her artistic abilities while con-
necting with her new community.

In Ukraine, Makarova occasionally led 
art workshops for youth and is looking 
forward to working with young people in 
Canada as well. She says children aged 

10-12 are especially well suited for art 
workshops because they are open to ideas 
and not afraid to try new things. These 
sessions are a great fit for birthday parties, 
church groups and community organiza-
tions, offering a fun and encouraging way 
for young artists to discover and develop 
their creative talents.

The end of January is shaping up to be 
a busy and exciting time for Makarova. 
On Jan. 27, she will lead a free art work-
shop, the second offered in a series at the 
Ukrainian Cultural Hub in New Hamburg. 
The workshop runs from 5-7:30 p.m. and 
invites participants of all skill levels to 
explore traditional Ukrainian art styles. 
Makarova provides all materials and 

guidance, creating a welcoming space 
filled with creativity, conversation and cul-
tural connection

Once again, Makarova has been invit-
ed to take part in The Brush Off, a live 
art competition held at THEMUSEUM in 
Kitchener on Jan. 31. During the event, art-
ists create paintings live as guests watch, 
vote for their favourite artwork and partic-
ipate in a silent auction. Proceeds from the 
competition support THEMUSEUM.

This is not Makarova’s first time partic-
ipating in public art events. In Ukraine, 
she took part in many group exhibitions in 
Kherson. Since coming to Canada, she has 
competed in ArtBattle in Toronto and The 
Brush Off in Kitchener in 2025, and her 
work has been shown in St. Jacobs and at 
a Ukrainian Canadian Congress exhibition 
in Toronto. Her artwork is currently on 
display at the Ukrainian Cultural Hub in 
New Hamburg.

Makarova also gives back by volunteer-
ing with Grassroots Ukrainian Response’s 
Healing Art program. This program offers 
women creative art sessions designed to 
support emotional healing, build resilience 
and foster a sense of belonging. Sessions 
are held in person in Waterloo every 
Friday.

As a Ukrainian newcomer, Makarova is 
thankful to have a home where her daugh-
ter can grow up in peace. For Makarova 
and her family, Canada is not just a place 
to live, but a place of hope. Through her 
art, teaching and volunteer work, she con-
tinues to build a new life in Canada while 
sharing her culture and creativity with the 
community she now proudly calls home.

Anyone interested in participating in 
her upcoming workshop or arranging a 
workshop for friends or community or-
ganizations can contact Olga Strasburger 
of Grassroots Response to the Ukrainian 
Crisis at 519-778-6401 or marketing@
grassrootsresponse.ca. More information 
about Grassroots Response can be found 
on its website at www.wrgrassrootsre-
sponse.ca.

Ukrainian artist Viktoriia Makarova connects with 
community through art 

Viktoriia Makarova poses with some of her art pieces in the studio at the Ukrainian Cultural 
Hub in New Hamburg.

DIANE DANEN

Gazette Correspondent

(DIANE DANEN PHOTO)
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Hosted by:
Kris Wilkinson
Councillor for Ward 2
All Wilmot Citizens Welcome

Bring your compliments, comments, suggestions,
amendments, questions. Are these your questions too?
+Are expenditures = $31,699,081 as tabled or $34,659,248?
+Do the tabled revenues of $26,185,061 create a balanced budget?
+Is the tax hike 9.7% as tabled, or 15.42%?
+Of 379 capital projects, how were 44 picked?
+Is there a fire station in New Hamburg big enough to hold a $2.6  
  million, 100-foot aerial ladder truck?
+Did Wilmot get a $10 million grant from the Province? Where is it in 
  the budget?
+Is sta� compensation $14.3 million, 41.3% of total budget? Where is 
  the reporting of existing, vacant, need to hire FTE?
+Visit the website, “Wilmot 2026 Budget” to do your research.

Tuesday, January 27, 2026
6:30 - 8:30 pm
Wilmot Recreation Centre
Community Room

Total operating expenditure: $18,156,686
Total capital expenditures: $12,042,395
Reserve Contribution: $1,500,000
Township tax levy: $15,830,040
Non-taxation revenues: $5,369,869
(Grants, user fees, etc.)
Debt financing: $4,865,381
Assessment Growth: $119,771
(0.83% growth project by MPAC)

Ad brought to you by Wilmot Citizen, Wilmot Tax Payer, Barry Wolfe The historic Truss Bridge in downtown New Hamburg on a cold winter’s day.

A bridge into downtown New Hamburg

( MIKE GRUMMETT PHOTO)

What once felt like long, quiet winter af-
ternoons for some Shakespeare-area youth 
has been replaced by skates on ice and 
sticks on pucks thanks to the busy skat-
ing rink inside the Shakespeare ballpark 
pavilion.

Skaters and hockey players of all ages 
are regularly filling the covered pavilion, 
located beside the ball diamonds, for ev-
erything from casual laps around the ice 
to lively pickup scrimmages. The rink has 
become a winter gathering place for fam-
ilies from the village and beyond, encour-
aging healthy activity and social connec-
tion during the colder months.

The facility traces its roots back several 
decades when the Shakespeare Community 
Athletic Association (SCAA) decided to 
pour a concrete pad and eventually add a 
roof, largely through volunteer labour and 
donated materials. Over time, the structure 
evolved into a true year-round space. Local 
company Faromor later added curtained 
sides and ends, allowing the pavilion to be 
enclosed during winter while remaining 
open and well ventilated in summer.

That flexibility has turned the pavilion 
into a multipurpose community hub. In 

warmer months, it hosts activities such as 
pickleball, basketball and floor hockey, 
along with SCAA Field Day events, family 
celebrations and meetings for local organi-
zations. Use of the pavilion is by donation, 
helping keep it accessible to everyone.

Many local families contributed finan-
cially to the project over the years, and 
their names are etched into the block 
sidewall in recognition of their support. 
The result is a facility that stays busy 12 
months of the year and continues to grow 
as a focal point of community life.

During winter, a larger rink is main-
tained alongside a smaller surface for 
those just learning to skate, helping ensure 
safety while encouraging beginners to 
build confidence on the ice. Keeping the 
rink in top condition requires steady effort, 
and a dedicated group of volunteers is re-
sponsible for flooding and maintaining the 
ice throughout the season.

Those volunteers include SCAA pres-
ident Paul Bender along with Deb Bell, 
Nicholas Hergott, Wesley Johnston, John 
Williamson, Justin Reed, Rob Fleming, 
Mitch Fleming, Nick Weber and Terry 
Glaab. Their ongoing commitment ensures 
the pavilion remains a welcoming, well-
used space where residents can stay active 
and connected all winter long.

Ballpark pavilion in Shakespeare offers winter-
skating fun for all ages

Skaters and hockey players of all ages take advantage of the ice at the Shakespeare ballpark 
pavilion. From left are Graham Ranton, Parker Glitz, Wade Keller, Kolby McLeod, Brayson 
Binkle, Cole Parish, Henry Borman with his son Eric, Matthew Adair and Bentley Dentstic.

The Shakespeare ice pavilion features a full-size rink alongside a smaller surface for new 
skaters, allowing everyone to enjoy the ice safely throughout the winter.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
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Township of Wellesley councillors have 
expressed concerns over employee privacy 
around the potential installation of front- 
and driver-facing cameras in all township 
vehicles with an enclosed cab.

These concerns were brought up during 
a discussion around the township’s new 
electronics monitoring policy, which was 
ultimately approved by council at its Jan. 
13 meeting. 

Though the township already has the 
ability to monitor staff through their mo-
bile and desk phone data, internet usage, 
email, data from township vehicles, key 
cards/fobs, and security cameras, the pol-
icy in question formalizes the township’s 
practice of collecting information through 
electronic monitoring for business pur-
poses, which is defined as collecting data 
for the purpose of supporting township 
business as it relates to project delivery, 
employee performance, legal liability, IT 
security, financial implications and trade 
secrets.

“The Province of Ontario requires 

employers with 25 or more employees 
to have an electronic-monitoring poli-
cy,” township CAO Rik Louwagie said. 
“Basically, it’s just a written form where 
council approves and then staff can then 
see all ways the municipality can monitor 
their activities through electronic means.

“So, internet usage, telephone usage, 
GPS in vehicles, things like that … and 
then we will do training with staff so 
they’re all fully aware of the various ways 
that they can be monitored once this policy 
is passed by council.” 

Within the staff report to council, it was 
mentioned the township is in the process 
of adding dash cameras to all township 
fleet vehicles that will be able to moni-
tor the driver of the vehicle and their sur-
roundings. The report said dash cameras 
are effective in the event a staff member 
is involved in an incident while in a com-
pany vehicle, footage from which could be 
reviewed to see exactly what happened. 

While Louwagie clarified a separate 
dash-camera policy will come to council 
for approval before the township can be-
gin using these dash cameras – especially 
for those installed in fire trucks, which are 

involved in more sensitive activities that 
could require a higher level of privacy – 
councillors expressed concerns about the 
cameras and their potential to invade the 
privacy of township employees while in 
their vehicles.

Coun. Claude Hergott asked whether 
the cameras would be able to record audio 
as well as video, to which Louwagie said 
only video would be recorded while the 
vehicle is running. Should employees seek 
privacy while on their break, say to make a 
phone call, Louwagie said they can simply 
turn off the vehicle during that time.

“There should be driver consent,” 
Hergott said. “What’s the feeling of the 
drivers? Have they expressed concerns or 
have you reached an agreement with the 
union?”

“Without getting too deep on it, yes, 
there are some concerns from the drivers 
themselves, however there is no require-
ment that we’ve been made aware of any-
where that requires consent. It’s a portion 
of the responsibility of working for the 
municipality,” Louwagie said. “And it is 
for liability purposes, why the cameras 
are going in. They are not meant to be 

monitored on a regular basis whatsoever.
“There’s basically three times we plan 

to monitor these, and that’s the three C’s 
– in the event of a collision, a claim, or 
a complaint. If we get one of those three 
events occurring, then we will have to take 
a look at those cameras. Other than that, 
there’s no intention of sitting there watch-
ing cameras.”

In response to questions from council-
lors around why the township needs both 
front- and driver-facing dash cameras, 
Louwagie said they allow the township to 
review both what was happening outside 
the vehicle from the driver’s perspective, 
and what the driver was doing immediate-
ly before, during and after a collision or 
an event that led to an insurance claim or 
complaint, allowing the township to de-
fend their employees in those instances.

Louwagie said council will have anoth-
er opportunity to explore the township’s 
planned use dash cameras when the dash 
camera policy is officially brought to coun-
cil for consideration at its Jan. 27 commit-
tee of the whole meeting. All township 
vehicles are expected to be quipped with 
dash cameras this year.

Wellesley councillors express concerns over 
prospect of cameras inside township vehicles
GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Council discussion prompted by consideration of township electronics monitoring policy

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com
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“There is definitely a water shortage. 
It’s a crisis when your city announces it’s 
closed for business.”

Those are the words of Kevin Thomason, 
the vice chair of the Grand River 
Environmental Network. Much has been 
made of the water situation in Waterloo 
Region recently and concerns are being 
raised by politicians, developers and mem-
bers of the public. Thomason said a report 
from a third-party consultant paints a grim 
picture. 

“The report made it clear it is much 
worse than the region is letting on. The 
region consistently overpumped in 2023, 
2024 and 2025, exceeding sustainable lev-
els. They are taking out more water than 
is being replenished and now they are at a 
point where it's too low.”

He added pumping needs to be reduced 
to allow the water supply to restore accept-
able levels and find water from another 
source. 

“But there is record demand and there is 
no other source and they are continuing to 
pump it at unsustainable levels, hence the 
dire action of stopping all future develop-
ment approvals.” 

The region has identified a water 

capacity constraint in the Mannheim ser-
vice area, which supplies water to parts of 
Kitchener, Waterloo, Cambridge, Wilmot 
and Woolwich. This means the existing 
water system may not have enough sus-
tainable capacity to support future growth 
and development as currently planned. 
Because the system is operating near its 
limits, the region has paused approval of 
some new development applications until 
solutions are in place.

“We can’t underestimate the serious-
ness of this. We’re not in the middle of an 
August drought where it hasn’t rained for 
two weeks. We are complaining about re-
cord snowfalls and we’re still in this trou-
ble. We can’t underestimate this crisis,” 
Thomason said.

Thomason criticized the region’s han-
dling of the water supply but said respon-
sibility largely rests with the province, dat-
ing back roughly three decades.

“They wanted to build a pipeline to Lake 
Erie that was going to cost $1 billion, 
which was just an unfathomable amount of 
money at that time. We realized we should 
be living within the capacity of our water-
shed, and if we properly managed our wa-
ter, there would be lots of it here.”

He added the Ford government has ap-
proved a large number of gravel pits with 
no regard for the effects on water tables, 

including one in Shingletown. Another is-
sue is the amount of growth being forced 
on municipalities.

“We continue to see stupid things like 
this forced boundary expansion where 
Doug Ford didn’t like a regional official 
plan because it was too sustainable and 
didn’t have enough urban sprawl. Instead, 
he ordered over 6,000 acres of expansion 
which is destroying farms in ground re-
charge areas.”

Thomason also said the province can’t 
produce a single page of justification, 
study or research as to where the water 
would come from.

“Ford has approved the region for 
1.3 million people when you look at the 
amount of land he’s okayed for develop-
ment, but there has never been a study for 
water over 900,000. This is what we have 
been warning about for years.”

Thomason said one of the most con-
cerning areas is the Mannheim service 
area, which hit a dangerously low level on 
Monday.

“We had less than four per cent of a wa-
ter reserve left in the Mannheim area. All 
the water for Kitchener, Waterloo, most of 
Cambridge, part of Wilmot and most of 
Woolwich comes from there. If any single 
well had gone offline, we probably would 
have had people with no water coming out 

of their taps.”
He added developers and others in the 

business lined up for eight hours of del-
egations at last week’s regional council 
meeting to express their dismay at the 
economic effects of the situation, and he 
said as of now, there is no plan B, meaning 
conservation is key.

“To me, the number one solution is to be 
more efficient with the water we’ve got. 
Maybe we need to be like Cape Town, 
South Africa, or Phoenix, Ariz., and tell 
people, ‘Sorry, you have to start having 
shorter showers and wash your car less.’ ”  

He also suggested aggregate pit permits 
could be revoked to prevent millions of 
litres of water a day from being pumped 
from below the water table. Thomason 
said the water shortage is another nail in 
the coffin of the region’s 770-acre land 
grab in Wilmot Township. 

“Who in their right mind is going to 
come and invest billions of dollars in 
a new plant that will likely need at least 
hundreds of thousands of litres of water a 
day when the region can’t even provision 
its own citizens? There’s no way anyone 
is coming anytime soon, and it's absolute-
ly asinine to see the region still spending 
millions of dollars on trying to purchase 
those lands.”

How did the Region of Waterloo end up in a water crisis?
LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
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Deborah Carol Kidd (McNeil)
Deborah Carol Kidd (McNeil) passed away peace-

fully on January 16, 2026, at Waterloo Regional 
Health Network @ Midtown. She was born on July 
8, 1953, in Kitchener, Ontario. Deb Kidd of New 
Hamburg in her 73rd year.

Family was always at the heart of Deb’s life. She 
was the cherished sister of Gary McNeil and Stephen 
McNeil and his wife Connie, all of New Hamburg. 
She will be lovingly remembered by her stepfather, 
Ken Schatz of New Hamburg; her stepbrothers Kevin 
Schatz of Tavistock and David Schatz of Kitchener; 
and her stepsister Karen Schmidt and her husband 
Dale Lang of Stratford.

Deb will be sadly missed by her nieces and neph-
ews and their families: Danielle and her husband 
Evan McLeod, and their children Ellie, Remington, 
and Emory; Daryl and his wife Sarah Schmidt, and 
their sons Parker and Paxton; Jamie and her husband 
Malcolm Vincent, and their children Thaddeus and 
Eva Rae; and Brett McNeil and his partner Mycke. 
Deb will be also missed by Dale’s son Andrew Derks 
and his partner Kate and their son Caleb and deeply 
missed by her beloved dog and constant companion, 
Jaxson.

Deb was predeceased by her loving mother, June 
(McNeil) Schatz, on April 18, 2015, and by her broth-
er Michael “Mick” McNeil on April 4, 2018.

Deb spent many years working in the admitting 
department at Kitchener-Waterloo Hospital, where 
she made lifelong friends. She later worked for ODG 
in New Hamburg for 20 years and truly enjoyed her 
role bartending for Wilmot Township at weddings 
and buck and does, where her warm, sociable nature 
shone brightly.

Deb treasured time spent with her family, especially 
her nieces and nephews and their growing families. 
She found great joy in life’s simple pleasures—relax-
ing on the deck with her furry companion by her side 
and a nice glass of wine in hand.

At Deb’s request cremation has taken place and no 
formal service will be held. Interment at Riverside 
Cemetery at a later date.

As expressions of sympathy, and in lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations can be made to the KW Humane 
Society and can be done through the funeral home.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
Mark Jutzi Funeral Home, New Hamburg.

Personal condolences can be posted for the family 
at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY

The family  of  the late Claudette
Wettlaufer  wish to express their  s incere
thanks to al l  relat ives,  f r iends,  and
neighbours for  their  many acts  of
kindness fol lowing the passing of  our
mom. Thank you for  a l l  your  memorial
donations,  f loral  t r ibutes and cards.  

To the staf f  at  peopleCare,  thank you for
mom's care whi le  she l ived there,
especial ly  those that  took the t ime to
comfort  her  or  just  s i t  and chat .  

Thanks to Rev Mari lyn who guided us
through mom's journey this  past  year ,
especial ly  for  your  v is i ts  and words of
comfort .  To the ladies of  Grace United
Church for  the wonderful  spread of  food
and refreshments at  mom's funeral  and
al l  those who helped in any way.  

Thanks to Jeff  Glendinning and his  staf f
for  their  guidance and compassion
during this  di f f icult  t ime.  

Y o u  a r e  n o w  h o m e  M o m .  W e  m i s s  y o u .

Thank you
CARD OF THANKS

ANSWERS FOUND ON 
THE CLASSIFIED PAGE

Simple

by PeterS 2025

8  1  5     

 4 7     6  

3  5   8    

    7 6    

4  3    6  9

   4 1     

   8   9  5

 7     1 4  

    9  7  31.	 What is a second full moon in a month called?
2.	 What was Alaska called before 1867?
3.	 What King of England had 6 wives?
4.	 Legendary American frontiersman “Buffalo 

Bill” died where?
5.	 Eczema affects which organ of the body?
6.	 How many individual 1x1 squares are on a 

chess board?
7.	 What animal has the largest ears?
8.	 The Archipelago Sea belongs to what country?
9.	 What year did actor Heath Ledger die?
10.	What company created Clash Royale?

Answers found on the classified page

SIMPSON: Blanche Rose
OBITUARY

 It is with loving hearts 
and cherished memories that 
we announce the passing of 
our beloved mother, Blanche 
Rose Simpson at Nithview 
Community Care, New 
Hamburg at the age of 93 on 
January 18, 2026.

Beloved wife of the 
late James (Jim) Simpson 
(January 17, 2001). Precious 
memories are left with her 

children, Elizabeth (Stan) Platz of Kingston, Joy (Tim) 
Swartzentruber of New Hamburg, Heather (Grant) 
Poll of New Dundee, Scott Simpson of Plattsville, 
Patricia (Paul) Bowman of New Dundee. Loving 
Grandmother of Ben (Christa) and Holly Platz, Nathan 
(Stefanie), Kristin, Tyson (Melissa) and Jonathan 
(Alysha) Swartzentruber, Michelle Swartzentruber, 
Joshua (Cassy) and Daniel (Amy) Poll, Scott (Sasha), 
Michael and Jacob Simpson, David (Theresa), 
Zachary and Matthew Bowman. Special Great 
Grandmother of London and Kirche Platz, Dylan and 
Luke Swartzentruber, Eden and Clara Swartzentruber, 
Mason and Layla Poll, Allie and Breanne Poll, 
Aurelia, Elise and Chloe Bowman, Owen and Corbyn 
Bowman. Also remembered by her sister-in-law Diana 
Simpson and by her many nieces, nephews and their 
families.

Predeceased by her parents Herbert and Millie 
(Stuart) Hiller, her sister Jean (Ralph) Michalofsky, 
father and mother-in-law James and Hilda Simpson, 
brothers and sisters-in-law, Howard and Loretta 
Simpson, Wesley and Margaret Simpson and Peter 
Simpson.

Blanche was born July 26, 1932 at Perry's Corners, 
Ontario where she grew up. Blanche and Jim were 
school sweathearts, they married July 14, 1951. 
Together they lovingly built their home and life 
in New Dundee where they raised their five chil-
dren. Blanche was a faithful member of Bethel 
Missionary Church, a lifetime member of the New 
Dundee Womans Institute and contributed to the 
Prayer Blanket Ministry. Mom found great pleasure 
in knitting and giving away many pairs of slippers. 
Blanche was employed at the former New Dundee 
Creamery for 28 years where co-workers became 
lifetime friends. Family was most important to her, 
and she found much joy sitting in the bleachers of ball 
parks and arenas cheering for her children and then 
grandchildren.

We deeply mourn mom's passing, but we celebrate 
her life and count ourselves blessed to have shared it 
with her. Mom was grateful for God's love, grace and 
forgiveness and now lives in the presence of her Lord.

Relatives and friends will be received at Bethel 
Evangelical Missionary Church Saturday January 24, 
2026 from 1:00 - 2:45 p.m. Funeral Service will be 
conducted at Bethel Evangelical Missionary Church, 
1531 Bridge Street, New Dundee, on Saturday, 
January 24, 2026 at 3:00p.m. Reception to follow. 
Private interment will take place at a later date.

Family and friends can watch livestream by going 
to the funeral home website to Blanche's obituary and 
there will be a link to click to watch the service.

In lieu of flowers, donations to Canadian Bible 
Society or Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario 
would be appreciated by the family. Personal condo-
lences can be posted at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca .
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TOWNSHIP OF 
EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock

Phone: 519-655-2151
All are welcome

Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur 
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY LUTHERAN (ELCIC)
Sebastopol - Tavistock

2210 Perth Line 29
Pastor Steve Hoffard

Worship In Person or on Zoom 
Sundays at 10:00 AM

(519) 655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Julie Ellison White

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, 

with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
All ages Junior Sunday School will follow 

after the service.
All are Welcome

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario

Questions or Need Help? 
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413

tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

WILMOT TOWNSHIP

ST GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Corner of Waterloo St and Byron St, New Hamburg

Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.  
All are welcome.

https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd Wilmot Township

All are welcome.
Contact Carol Massel: 519-502-8648

carol@masselsmarine.com

ST AGATHA MENNONITE CHURCH
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 

Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour 

and sermon discussion. 
All are welcome

SEND STORY IDEAS AND 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR TO

GALEN SIMMONS AT 
GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM

To have your place of worship listing included 
here, please contact thewtgazette@gmail.com

By Sydney Grant
Slowly but surely, I’m reading through 

the past pages of the Tavistock Gazette 
(est. 1895). Within this weekly column 
I’d like to share with you some of my 
findings.

January 20-27, 2021, Edition (5 
years ago)

On New Year’s Eve 1999, at the turn of 
the 21st century, Mike Churchward cre-
ated a time capsule with his thoughts, 
family photos and items of interest, and 
placed them in a banker’s box. With 
2020 behind us, Churchward and his 
family decided it was time to open it 
and share what he found. The capsule 
contained three letters, one authored by 
him, as well as letters from his moth-
er and father, and other assorted items. 
“I hope that the world is still here. This 
letter is moot otherwise,” he first wrote, 
followed by 15 other hope-filled com-
ments.

The five-corner traffic signals in Ta-
vistock just got a lot smarter. Since the 
installation of the lights in Tavistock in 
September of 1990, residents and visi-
tors have been baffled by the system 
which saw a continuous cycle of traf-
fic control starting from north, south, 
east, west, then west with a pedestrian 
cycle, when triggered, where all traf-
fic stopped. Over the years, there have 
been tweaks to the system with dura-
tions of time changed for each direction. 
Last Wednesday, a joint statement to the 
Gazette from David Simpson, Oxford 
County director of public works, and 
Frank Gross, manager of transportation 
and Waste, said, “Traffic signal cycle 
times will now automatically adjust 
based on traffic demand.”

January 19-26, 2011, Edition (15 
years ago)

Walter Kropf and his daughter, Melis-
sa, will spend two and a half weeks in 
Matangwe, Kenya, next month as part 
of an initiative with Caring Partners 
Global (CPG). This Kitchener-Water-
loo based charity began by delivering 
much-needed primary, emergency and 
diagnostic health care as well as HIV/
AIDS prevention education to the resi-
dents in a remote area of Western Ken-
ya. But the Kropfs are going there on a 
different mission – to restart a chick-
en-layer operation. That program began 
some years ago with the construction of 
a chicken coop that can house approx-
imately 250 laying hens. The building 
consists of three rooms, each 12-by-24 
fit, with perches and nest boxes for egg 

laying.
You’ve heard of the extreme make-

over? Well, it’s hard to believe that 
a five-year-old could share that kind 
of experience, but Cadence Trotter 
of Shakespeare has done just that to a 
certain degree. She also put her experi-
ence to good use by donating to charity. 
Along with recently getting eyeglasses, 
Cadence had decided to donate her hair 
to the “Angel Hair for Kids” program. 
Hair donations must generally be over 
10 inches in length, however, Cadence 
had between 15 inches and 16 inches 
available.

January 17-24, 1996, Edition (30 
years ago)

After several years of having been 
known as the Tavistock Tavern Inn, the 
Arlington Hotel name is being revived 
by the establishment’s new owners, the 
van Boekels. John and daughters Deb 
and Barbara van Boekel are present-
ly finalizing the purchase of the near 
100-year-old hotel business from Mr. 
Bob Todorovic. The van Boekels took 
over management of the property sever-
al weeks ago and have hosted weekend 
entertainment with live local bands and 
karaoke nights, as well as daily food 
specials.

Starting Feb. 19, 1996, Canadians will 
be using their first bi-metallic circula-
tion coin featuring a favourite design 
choice, the Canadian polar bear. Re-
search showed bi-metallic or “two-tone” 
coins were popular among Canadians. 
The $2 coin will have a nickel outer ring 
and a round aluminum-bronze core, 
giving it a silver and gold appearance. 
The Government of Canada decided to 
introduce the $2 coin to save money.

January 19-26, 1966, Edition (60 
years ago)

The $141,000 addition to the Toll-
gate School in East Zorra was officially 
opened last Friday night, and on Friday 
night of this week, the $235,000 addi-
tion to the school at Hickson will be 
officially opened. Opening of the three-
room addition at Tollgate and the eight-
room addition at Hickson was delayed 
last September due to a construction 
strike during the summer months, and 
as a result, the students were given an 
extra week’s vacation until the interiors 
could be sufficiently completed for use. 
More than 300 pupils are attending the 
Hickson school, and close to 200 are 
attending the Tollgate school. The ad-
ditions were required owing to the pro-
gram of centralization now in operation 
throughout the province.

The Old Gazettes

Advertise with us! 
Contact Heather Dunbar 

at 226.261.1837 or 
heather@granthaven.com
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SPORTSThe Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CURRENT  STANDINGS

New Hamburg dropped a pair of home 
games on the weekend, keeping them in 
third place in the Provincial Junior Hockey 
League’s (PJHL) Doherty Division.

The Firebirds dropped a 4-1 decision to 
division-leading Woodstock on Sunday, 
despite firing 45 shots at Navy Vets goalie 
Tyler Bouck. Woodstock led 1-0 after 20 
minutes, but Owen Bruder’s 12th of the 
season on a powerplay tied it up early in 
the second period. The Navy Vets added 
shorthanded, powerplay and even-strength 
goals to seal the win. 

The teams combined for 120 penalty 
minutes, including seven misconducts in 
the third period, all for unsportsmanlike 
conduct.

On Friday, a frantic third-period come-
back fell short as New Hamburg dropped 
a 5-4 home-ice decision to Norwich. The 
Firebirds trailed 5-1 with only three min-
utes remaining in the third period. Rhett 
Calder and Ezra Fischer, with a pair, 
tallied in a span of 96 seconds but the 
Merchants were able to hang on and earn 
the two points.

Fischer was recently acquired from the 
Ayr Centennials of the Greater Ontario 
Hockey League (GOHL) and is the broth-
er of former captain Owen and current 
forward Jayden. The 19-year-old forward 
has also played for the Listowel Cyclones, 
Brantford Bandits and Cambridge 
Redhawks.

“He’s a great kid,” said current captain 
Andrew Gear. “I’m good buddies with 
Owen, I’ve been around Ezra for quite 
some time now and Jayden has been here 
for the past couple years. It’s nice to get 

the third Fischer brother here to complete 
the trio.”

Gear explained the team was confident 
heading into the weekend after a 6-2 win 
in Tavistock, but they didn’t bring their 
best game into Norwich.

“They outplayed us for most of the game 
but we found our game in the third. That’s 
the next level we have to reach but it was 
too late. I do think coming back showed 
our character. The Sunday afternoon game 
didn’t go the way we wanted it to. The 
game was tight and we had our chances, 
but the puck just didn’t go in the net.”

Gear said he told the team on Sunday 
they need to play a full 60 minutes to beat 
anyone in the Doherty.

“At the same time, we need to just flush 
these moments and get ready for the next 
game, which is a big one in Tavistock on 
Friday. It’s important we gear up for that 
one.”

The Tavistock Braves won their only 
game of the weekend, but it came at a cost 
as defenceman Nate Brenneman suffered 
a broken leg just two minutes and 11 sec-
onds into the opening period. He fell into 
the boards awkwardly after a shove from 
behind on a play that led to a five-min-
ute major penalty for boarding against a 
Hespeler Shamrocks player.

“The Braves organization would like 
to thank our trainers, the trainer from the 
Hespeler Shamrocks, as well as numerous 
first responders in attendance, for their 
quick response in assisting with the med-
ical emergency,” said a team statement on 
its social media channels.

“Obviously, it is a massive blow to our 
team and back end. Losing Nate, likely 
for the season, is a big blow to our club. 
You don't wish that on anyone, the way it 

happened Friday night,” said Braves gen-
eral manager Brent Lange.

“The game and plays happen so fast 
now, and it was a scary incident that hap-
pened and could have been avoided. You 
just knew right away it was a serious inju-
ry. Nate is a great young man, great player, 
great team-first guy who is very well re-
spected in that dressing room by his team-
mates, friends, coaching staff and other 
players in the league.”

Brenneman was operated on Saturday 
and Lange said he will have a tough recov-
ery ahead of him.

“It will be a long road to even get back 
to a normal daily routine for him. He is a 
tough kid and I know he will do whatever 
it takes to get back to normal. Our whole 
team was huddled around him for the 20-
30 minutes until he was taken off the ice 
by the EMS workers.”

Lange said his troops were clearly shak-
en up for the rest of the first period but re-
grouped and refocused.

“We came out firing in the second, scor-
ing two quick goals and adding a couple 
later in the period and stayed strong for the 
win. It was good for the guys to be able to 
respond and get a win for Nate. The game 
did get a bit chippy after that, as guys are 
on edge and emotions are high from losing 
a friend and teammate.”

The Braves won the game by a score 
of 5-1 and were led by Even Palubeski’s 
three-point performance. Ryan McKellar 
added a goal and an assist while recent ac-
quisitions Nathan Siebert and Jack Hodge 
picked up their first goals of the season. 
Tavistock outshot Hespeler 49-15 in a 
game that was tied 1-1 after the first peri-
od, but the Braves scored four times in the 
second to take control. 

Wellesley split a pair of weekend match-
ups, starting with a 2-1 loss in Woodstock 
on Friday. The Navy Vets led 2-0 four 
minutes into the second period, but Ben 
Morton gave the Applejacks a chance with 
his 15th of the season 11 minutes later. 
Woodstock goalie Kobe Nadalin was solid 
in the game, stopping 35 of 36 shots, in-
cluding all 12 he faced in the third period.

Wellesley bounced back on Sunday with 
a 7-2 victory in Paris. Moron and Dimitri 
Eleftheriadis led the offence with two 
goals and an assist each with Ian Speiran 
and Luke Schofield adding a goal and as-
sist each. 

PJHL Roundup: Firebirds drop two straight as 
battle for second takes a hit
LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

New Hamburg has acquired Ezra Fisch-
er from the Ayr Centennials of the GOHL. 
Fischer is the third brother to skate for the 
Firebirds, joining current player Jayden and 
former captain Owen.

(NEW HAMBURG FIREBIRDS PHOTO)

SEND YOUR SPORTS STORIES TO SPENCER SEYMOUR 
AT SPENCER.SEYMOUR88@GMAIL.COM
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The Tavistock Royals senior hockey 
team scored big on and off the ice Saturday 
night, serving hundreds at their 30th annual 
pork barbecue before skating to a 6-3 win 
over the Milverton Four-Wheel Drives.

The long-running fundraiser once again 
proved to be the Royals’ biggest event of 
the winter, drawing steady support from 
fans who lined up for the popular drive-
through meal. Players were happy to greet 
supporters and expressed appreciation for 
the continued backing that has helped sus-
tain the team for three decades. The Royals 
also credited their wives, partners and vol-
unteers, whose behind-the-scenes work is 
key to making the event run smoothly each 
year.

The menu featured a locally raised hog 
barbecued at the nearby Jack and Jane 
Danen farm, along with scalloped pota-
toes, Tavistock Men’s Club sauerkraut, 
baked beans, dinner rolls and apple pie 
served with Saputo cheese for dessert. For 
many, it has become a can’t-miss tradition 
on the local hockey calendar.

Once the final meals were served, Royals 
players crossed the parking lot, laced up 

their skates and brought that same energy 
to the ice. The result was a strong team 
effort and a 6-3 victory over Milverton. 
Milverton players were later overheard 

joking that next year, they plan to get in 
on the barbecue as well, hoping it might 
provide the same boost enjoyed by the 
Royals.

Tavistock Royals players, volunteers and supporters work together to serve the annual 
pork barbecue. From left are Zach Shomphe, Devin Kropf (A), Tristan Hohl (C), Tyson Zehr 
(coach), Trevor Sauder (A), Lucas Bast, Duane Kropf, Kyle Wynette (club president), Michael 
Capicotto, Pauline Bender, Ron Saunders, Kristopher Meadows, Drew Gerth (A), Tyler Sut-
ter, Matt Zilke, Derek Wagler, Heidi Danen (treasurer) and Grant Meadows. Missing is Verlus 
(John) Bender. 

CURRENT ONTARIO ELITE HOCKEY LEAGUE SOUTH CONFERENCE STANDINGS

The Tavistock Royals downed the 
Milverton Four Wheel Drives 6-3 on 
home ice Saturday to earn their fourth 
straight win and take over sole posses-
sion of fourth place in the Ontario Elite 
Hockey League’s Southern Division.

Michael Capicotto and Drew Gerth 
scored two goals each in the winning 
effort, while Trevor Sauder and Cam 
Leslie added single markers. Sauder’s 
goal, his fourth of the season, came just 
nine seconds into the game. Tavistock’s 
leading scorer, Mitch Atkins, added 
two assists to up his season point total 
to 29 points in 17 games. 

The Royals led 3-1 after the first and 
4-2 after 40 minutes while outshoot-
ing the Drives 43-27. Tavistock has a 
tough weekend coming up, beginning 
with a road game in Petrolia to face 
the second-place Jets on Friday night. 
Saturday doesn’t get any easier as the 
first-place Seaforth Centenaires are in 
town for a 7:30 p.m. start.

Royals 
claim fourth 
straight win
LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Reporter

Tavistock Royals mark 30th anniversary with 
successful pork barbecue and home-ice win

Jack Danen takes instructions from longtime barbecue 
leader Rodney Ramseyer during preparations for the Tavis-
tock Royals’ 30th annual pork barbecue.

Kim Zehr restocks pork dinners for takeout boxes as hun-
dreds of supporters pass through the drive-through at Tav-
istock Memorial Hall.

Cooking the Oxford County pork at the Jack Danen shop 
are, from left, Martin Van Griensven, Jack Danen and Rod-
ney Ramseyer with Mike Yaworski. In the background is 
Brian Swartzentruber, a well-known barbecue boss from 
years past.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
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Dakota Maue unloads a wrist shot off the rush during the U13 LL 2 Tavistock Titans game 
this past Monday.

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTO)

Levi Stacey backhands the puck towards the net during last Saturday’s U13 LL 2 New Ham-
burg Huskies game.

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTO)

Hudson Waters launches a shot from the point during this past Sunday’s U11 LL 2 New 
Hamburg Huskies game.

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTO)
Mason Durling fires a shot from the wing during the U13 LL 1 New Hamburg Huskies game 
last Saturday.

(ALEC RICHARD PHOTO)

Tavistock has produced many talented 
hockey players and figure skaters over the 
decades, leaving behind a rich sports lega-
cy the community can be proud of.

One of the best records of that histo-
ry can be found in Raising the Rafters, a 
beautifully produced hardcover book writ-
ten by Tavistock author Paul Bartlett. The 
book chronicles 25 years of local hockey 
history, but as Bartlett himself notes, it is 
about much more than the game.

“This book is more than a history of 
hockey in Tavistock,” Bartlett writes. “It 
is a history of Tavistock itself. It is an ac-
count of how arenas and hockey are cen-
tral to the life and community spirit of ev-
ery small town in Canada.”

From packed arenas and minor hockey 

teams to figure skating performances that 
drew crowds to their feet, the photographs 
and stories capture generations of ath-
letes in their younger years. While many 
of those faces are now well known in the 
community, their contributions on the ice 
helped shape a strong, close-knit sports 
culture that continues today.

Bartlett’s work was supported by long-
time Gazette owners William J. and 
Sherry Gladding, whose commitment to 
preserving local history helped bring the 
project to life. Together, they ensured the 
stories, names and moments that defined 
Tavistock’s hockey and skating past would 
not be forgotten.

Copies of Raising the Rafters are avail-
able at all Tavistock Braves home games 
for those interested in revisiting — or dis-
covering — an important chapter of the 
community’s history.

Remembering Tavistock hockey and figure skating through the years 

Former hockey standouts Jeff Roth and 
Dale Brenneman remain familiar faces in 
Tavistock. Brenneman, shown during his 
playing days as captain, was known for his 
calm demeanour — though fans might be 
surprised to learn he could still give refer-
ees an earful when needed.

Figure skaters Angie Bender, Alison Willsey 
and Julie Wiffen brought elegance and ex-
citement to the ice in Tavistock, impressing 
spectators with their precision and creativi-
ty during performances. 

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Maximize your 
return.

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions Donna L. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4

519-273-1633    franklinehinz.com

Fresh snowfall over the weekend brought 
plenty of winter fun to Shakespeare as 
families from the village and surround-
ing area made the most of ideal outdoor 
conditions.

One of the busiest spots was the 
Optimist Hill, located beside and north 
of the Optimist Hall, where children and 
parents alike enjoyed a full day of tobog-
ganing. The popular hill, developed years 
ago through the efforts of the Shakespeare 
Optimist Club in partnership with Perth 
East Township and support from an 
Ontario Trillium Foundation grant, contin-
ues to be a focal point for winter recreation 
in the community. A light at the top of the 
hill allows for safe evening use, extending 
the fun well beyond daylight hours.

Former Optimist of the Year and charter 
member Murray McTavish said the club 
has always believed in investing in spac-
es that promote healthy, active living for 
local youth. Along with the toboggan hill, 
the adjoining soccer field was also devel-
oped so children could enjoy both winter 
and summer activities. The Shakespeare 
Optimist Club has now been serving the 
community for more than 52 years.

McTavish noted the original inspiration 
for the hill dates back to 2002, when the 
late Ruth McNeil, a much-loved kinder-
garten teacher at nearby Sprucedale Public 

School, expressed a wish for a small hill 
where her students could play. That simple 
idea sparked a larger vision. With support 
from her husband, Gil, who helped estab-
lish the local Optimist Club, plans were 
set in motion for a toboggan hill, walking 
path and soccer field. Heavy equipment 
was brought in to shape the hill residents 
enjoy today, with funding shared among 
the Optimist Club, the township and the 

Trillium Foundation.
The park continues to evolve with an ex-

ercise pad and an upgraded, six-foot-wide 
paved walking path that now stretches 
roughly a kilometre around the perimeter 
of the grounds. Club members say the on-
going improvements reflect the Optimist 

commitment to creating positive spaces 
for families.

The Optimist Club also notes that new 
members are always welcome, inviting 
anyone interested in supporting youth and 
community initiatives to get involved.

Winter fun draws families to Shakespeare’s Optimist Hill
GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Enjoying a day on the Shakespeare Optimist Hill are, from left, Chloe Cutone, nine, Rylee 
Willock, nine, Sydney Langis, 11, Summer Cutone, 11, and Ben Willock, 11, with parents 
Jenna Cutone, Kaleigh Willock and Sean Willock looking on.

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)

Families take advantage of perfect win-
ter conditions as sledders head down the 
snow-packed Optimist Hill on Sunday. 

Stratford Social Services is continuing to offer financial 
assistance to residents of Stratford, St. Marys and Perth 
County, as well as prospective area residents, looking to 
make the jump from renting to home ownership.

The City of Stratford recently posted to its Facebook 
page about the social services department’s affordable 
homeownership loan program, a provincially funded ini-
tiative first launched in 2007 that offers loans of up to five 
per cent of the purchase price of a home to those with 
low-to-moderate income who are currently renting and 
meet the program’s eligibility requirements.

“There’s been different pots of provincial money over 
the years, and then what happens is when the loans get 
paid back, it goes into a revolving fund that goes back out 
(in the form of loans),” said Stratford Social Services busi-
ness integration manager Shannon Archer. “Right now, 
we’re just in the revolving fund; there hasn’t been any 
new funding in several years – probably 2017 was the last 
time we allocated provincial funding to homeownership. 

“The idea behind the program is to recognize the fact 
there are people in the rental market where their only bar-
rier to homeownership is that downpayment. So, the idea 
is to provide them with a downpayment assistance loan in 
order to free up the rental market for those who truly can’t 

afford homeownership.”
Those loans, Archer explained, are either forgiven after 

20 years if the owners remain residents of either Stratford, 
St. Marys or Perth County and retain that home as their 
sole and primary residence, or they are paid back when 
the home is either sold or transitioned into a rental prop-
erty at five per cent of the value or sale price of the home.

One recent change to the program is the option for out-
of-area renters to apply to the program with proof they 
have employment or an offer of employment in Stratford, 
St. Marys or Perth County. The program now also offers 
downpayment assistance loans on new builds – another 
recent change. 

“(The program) has not been used a lot in the last sever-
al years, and I think that is more a sign of what’s going on 
with the market and the craziness through the pandemic, 
but since 2007, we have extended out 90 loans totalling 
just over $1.1 million,” Archer said. “We have seen 41 of 
those repaid to us over the years, so that brought about 
$650,000 back into the pot and some of that money has 
been re-extended out. 

“Right now, we do have a healthy chunk of money sit-
ting there. We did three loans in 2025 and then we did two 
from 2020-2025 – there was a gap there when it wasn’t 
really well used … when homeownership wasn’t afford-
able for anybody. And back in the early inception, it was 

so popular we would run out of money.”
As a result of the soaring housing prices during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, Archer said there were a number 
of program participants who chose to sell their homes, 
which led to an influx of repaid loans and money being 
funnelled back into the program. Now, she said the social 
services department is once again promoting the program 
not only to free up rental housing and encourage those 
who work in the area to also live here, but because there 
is funding available now.

For more information and to review program eligibil-
ity requirements, visit www.stratford.ca/en/inside-city-
hall/housing.aspx, scroll down and click the “Affordable 
Homeownership” option.

Affordable homeownership loan program offers up to 5% downpayment on a home

Stratford Social Services helping renters bridge the 
gap toward home ownership
GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
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One of the busiest farms in Waterloo 
Region is Pfennings Organic Farms, lo-
cated along the curve between Baden and 
New Hamburg in Wilmot Township. 

Started in 1981, the operation grows and 
harvests a wide range of organic fruits and 
vegetables on its Waterloo Region farm-
land, which is also home to its busy head 
office.

According to marketing specialist 
Bernadette Antoniou, Pfennings employs 
roughly 40 seasonal agricultural workers 
each year through the Temporary Foreign 
Worker Program. Workers from Jamaica 
make up about one-quarter to one-third of 
the farm’s total workforce. Antoniou said 
the seasonal team also includes a large 
number of local workers from Kitchener-
Waterloo and surrounding communities, 
as well as summer students and other lo-
cal residents. The farm strives to maintain 
a ratio of three to four local workers for 

every migrant worker.
Owner Jenn Pfenning emphasized lo-

cal food security depends heavily on 
the expertise of migrant workers. Some 
Jamaican workers have been returning to 
the farm since 2005 and now hold experi-
enced, skilled positions, including leader-
ship roles that involve training new staff. 
Over the years, Pfennings has found it in-
creasingly difficult to recruit enough local 
workers to meet the labour demands of 
farming, making foreign workers a critical 
part of ensuring food reaches consumers’ 
tables.

As with all farms, each growing season 
brings its own challenges. Weather condi-
tions can significantly affect crop yields, 
and 2025 was no exception. Antoniou said 
strawberries were particularly affected this 
year, while carrot yields were also slight-
ly below average. In contrast, spinach and 
beets thrived, with conditions aligning 
well throughout the growing season.

Despite the yearly ups and downs, 

Pfennings Organic Farms continues to 
be a strong economic driver in Wilmot 
Township and the broader Waterloo 
Region area. The farm has built a reputa-
tion over decades for producing high-qual-
ity, certified organic fruits and vegetables, 

supplying both local markets and more 
distant consumers. 

Its ongoing success reflects both careful 
management and the vital contributions of 
a diverse workforce committed to sustain-
able agriculture.

Pfennings Organic Farms supplies produce locally and beyond

Workers at Pfennings Organic Farms near Baden harvest organic spinach during the early 
fall of 2025.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

(SYLVIA POND/BERNADETTE ANTONIOU PHOTO)
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Pet of the Week
AKIRA

Akira is a beautiful Husky with a soft and 
sensitive heart. She can be shy and nervous 
in new situations, but with patience and a 
calm approach, she slowly begins to show her 
true self. True to her Husky roots, she has an 
independent spirit and expressive personality, 
along with a growing love for movement and 
exploration as her confidence builds. Akira 
will thrive in a quiet, understanding home 
where she can settle in and build trust at 
her own pace. If you’re looking for a gentle, 
loyal companion and are willing to let her 
come out of her shell in her own time, Akira 
will reward you with a truly special bond. Visit 
kwsphumane.ca to learn more!

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

S D V L G B S Z R O P O O X Z Z G F U B
R B P Q A E W T I Y R X X N R L N D O A
X O F K L Y G W O P V J P O K W I A S R
K S I Z C Y D E F W E P B D L K R P T T
R N Z E L X I A E N U Y I Z Z D U B R S
G U V I D E O G A M E S D B G J O G O A
P M G O S G G P A J A E K A L H L A F N
U O M N D Z E O H N F B M R H N O Z G D
Y V U H I A M O B U B E R S L A C S N C
Y I M F U L N G Z U S G N I D A E R I R
L E L S D R A C G N I Y A L P W X H D A
E N E P W A Z N I T K L J V I M B F L F
D I Q L O I C Q R N L P D E D S B K I T
P G C X C H W O H U G G P I T D Z H U S
Z H J H P Q J Q H N O A N H N W C W B S
Q T W I M X Z I R X X J L I C G J S X L
W A J N D O R H Z A M L M C W S Y D S B
J X N J Y M C E Q P R T E K Z A B A W R
L I S T E N I N G T O M U S I C R Z P C
W B W I S P M C C Q U V P O L T B D O W

INDOOR PASTIMES
Gazette Puzzles

Arts and Crafts
Baking

Board Games
Building Forts

Colouring

Dancing
Drawing

Journaling
Lego Building

Listening to Music

Movie Night
Playing Cards

Puzzles
Reading

Video Games
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MATTERS TO YOU
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Happy Birthday to me

Snow, snow and more snow

I turned 40 this week, and I feel happy 
and sad — and not nearly as “at peace” as I 
once thought I’d be at this point in my life. 
But the older I get, the more I realize that 
might actually be the whole point.

How boring would life be if we truly had 
it all together? How small would it feel 
if everything followed a neat, predictable 
path — if there were no wrong turns, no 
pivots, no heartbreak or loss, no moments 
where you had to pause and ask yourself, 
“Is this still working for me?” I wouldn’t 
have learned nearly as much about my-
self if I hadn’t been forced to rethink what 
stability, success and happiness actually 
mean.

Life at 40 carries this strange, steady 
feeling, not because things are simple, 
but because I’ve learned that complexity 
is part of the deal. Life is built from false 
starts and recalibrations, from incredible 
people and difficult moments, from choic-
es that make sense only in hindsight. When 
I look back now, I can see how those cha-
otic moments shaped me and sharpened 
my instincts, softened my expectations, 
and taught me how to adapt. And some-
how, that’s okay with me.

When I was 20, I worried constantly. I 
thought I’d never have enough money, 
never be successful enough, and that by 
40 or 50 I’d finally have life figured out. 
I believed security came from plans, time-
lines and knowing exactly where I was 
headed. But here I am at 40 and I don’t 
have it figured out at all. What I do have is 

something I didn’t expect: trust in myself.
I have no idea where life will lead me. I 

don’t know exactly when I’ll retire, where 
my kids will settle, or what the world will 
look like in a few years. All of that used 
to overwhelm me. Now, it doesn’t. I’ve 
learned that the only real safety net I have 
is my ability to adapt, to make thoughtful 
choices and to keep going even when the 
path isn’t clear.

I remember looking at my parents in 
their 40s and thinking they had everything 
together. They seemed certain and secure. 
But now I understand something I couldn’t 
see then: everyone is improvising. No one 
really knows what’s coming. We can’t pre-
dict illness or loss or unexpected success.

And maybe this is what I’ve finally fig-
ured out at 40; life isn’t something you 
solve. It’s something you live. It’s some-
thing you respond to, adjust to and some-
times sit with. And that’s okay.

So happy birthday to me — the 40-year-
old who changed direction a million 
times, recalibrated her expectations and 
learned that starting over isn’t a bad 
thing. Sometimes it just means choosing 
differently.

What I do know is that I have a big 
heart, work that feels meaningful, a family 
I’m grateful for, incredible kids, amazing 
friends and a healthy and reliable body.

The 40-year-old version of me isn’t fail-
ing. I’m figuring it out as I go — learning 
that not knowing where life will lead isn’t 
a weakness, it’s actually the whole point.

Have a thought or want to connect? 
Email me at amandajanewriter@gmail.
com.

AMANDA NELSON

Gazette Reporter

Winter made a strong return to Perth County in mid-January with more than 30 centimetres of 
snow falling overnight along Perth Road 106 near Shakespeare. The heavy snowfall delight-
ed snowmobilers and skiers while keeping snowplow crews busy clearing roads once again.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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Driving in the winter and driv-
ing the rest of the year are two 
very different beasts in Canada.

While driving always comes 
with inherent dangers – distrac-
tions, impaired or entitled driv-
ers, weather, road conditions 
and the like – the mere fact that 
snow and ice are pretty much 
ever-present on road surfaces in 
the winter cranks those dangers 
up several notches.

Stopping takes more time, vis-
ibility can reduce to almost noth-
ing in the blink of an eye and 
there is no way to know if the 
driver behind you is experienced 
enough to know how to handle 
the sudden appearance of break 
lights ahead of them. Both in-
experience and overconfidence 
can be killers in the winter, and 
in my opinion, our driver-edu-
cation system falls short in pre-

paring drivers for what they will 
face after the first snowfall in 
November.

I consider myself a fairly ad-
ept winter driver, not because I 
learned that set of skills while 
taking drivers-ed at age 16, but 
because I spent the first year and 
a half of my career in Saskatch-
ewan.

Before I left the relatively mild 
winters I grew up with in Hamil-
ton for the frigid hellscape that is 
Saskatchewan in the wintertime, 
I had the good fortune of discov-
ering Canada’s Worst Driver, a 
show that aired on the Discovery 
Channel from 2005-2018. The 
show, its host, Andrew Young-
husband, and its panel of driving 
and legal experts identified the 
most dangerous drivers across 
the country, attempted to reha-
bilitate them with the skills and 

knowledge they needed to be 
safe on the road, and confiscat-
ed the license of the driver who, 
at the end of each season, was 
deemed Canada’s Worst Driver.

While this show taught me a lot 
about what not to do on Canadi-
an roads, the most important les-
son I took away from it was what 
to do when you find yourself 
skidding on ice and snow. The 
advice I retained somewhere 
deep in my subconscious about 
staying calm, easing off the gas 
and steering in the direction I 
want to go, which I then put into 
practice numerous times while 
driving the icy roads of our mid-
dle prairie province, has saved 
me from wrecking my car and 
injuring myself time and again.

But why did I have to learn 
that from a television show? 
Shouldn’t winter driving be part 
of the standard drivers-ed train-
ing we all receive, and not just 
an extra course you can pay for 
after becoming fully licensed? 
Should it not be mandatory for 
newcomers to Canada, espe-
cially those immigrating from 
much-warmer climates who are 
not used to Canadian winters, to 
learn how to skid safely and with 
control?

Understanding the concepts 
and putting them into practice 

are two very different things, 
and the first time a new driver 
or a driver who is new to Cana-
dian roads puts those concepts 
into practice should not coincide 
with the first snowfall of win-
ter. Driving and stopping on ice 
and snow should be practiced in 
a controlled setting or, at very 
least, with a trained driving in-
structor in the passenger seat.

There are many other lessons 
Canadian drivers need to learn, 
including the importance of 

winter tires, how to prepare your 
car for the colder months and 
what to do if you end up stuck in 
a ditch or a snowbank at the side 
of the road in the winter.

While that information is all 
readily available online, in-
cluding on the Transport Can-
ada website at tc.canada.ca/en/
road-transportation/stay-safe-
when-driving/winter-driving, 
we could all use a little more 
practice to keep ourselves and 
others safe on the road.

I’m fast approaching the age of 
reading glasses. Is there anything 
I can do naturally to slow down 
the inevitable?

Exceptional eye health is 
an indicator of overall health. 
Good vision supports day-to-day 
living. From reading and writing 
to driving to daily activities, it’s 
imperative to have regular eye 
exams. Changes in the optic 
nerve and vessels for example 
can serve as red flags for multiple 
sclerosis and cardiovascular 
disease. 

Holistic health offers natural 
options and can be added to your 
daily protocol for prevention 
power. 

First off, smoking and vaping is 
a resounding no.

Cutting down on alcohol 
consumption supports overall 

health, not just the eyes.
Limiting screen time and 

syncing the brightness to your 
surroundings is crucial. Experts 
recommend the 20-20-20 rule; for 
every 20 minutes of screen time, 
look at something 20 feet away 
for at least 20 seconds. Blue light 
glasses are inexpensive and offer 
headache and eye-strain relief 
while working on the computer. 

Nighttime sleeping or breaks 
for a little shut eye during the day 
are crucial for rest and repair. 

Managing stress reduces 
inflammation throughout the 
body.

Tired and dry eyes? Soothe 
with herbal remedies. Cooled 
chamomile-tea compresses are 
anti-inflammatory.

Eating a nutrient-dense diet 
focusing on key vitamins, 

minerals and antioxidants 
promotes overall health. 

Yellow and orange fruit and 
vegetables are outstanding for 
eyes; ask Bugs Bunny. Carrots, 
sweet potatoes, pumpkins, 
mangoes and apricots have an 
array of nutrients, but are best 
known for beta-carotene, the 
pre-cursor to essential eye-helper 
vitamin A. Greens are also a go-to 
for boatloads of beta-carotene but 
look to loads of lutein love found 
in lush, leafy greens. Speaking 
of lutein, blueberries are a body-
boosting bonanza and this crucial 
carotenoid can prevent age-
related vision loss and cataracts.

Vitamin A is tied to vision 
quality in low-light conditions. 
Vitamin A or retinol is only found 
in animal products – egg yolks, 
dairy, and liver are top sources. 

Vitamin C is concentrated in the 
aqueous humor fluid in front of 
the eye-lenses. Incorporate citrus 
and a rainbow of bell peppers for 
ample vitamin C. 

Selenium is linked to preventing 
age-related macular degeneration 
and cataracts. Seafood, raw nuts 
and seeds are sensational choices. 

Healthy fats in the diet alleviate 
dry-eye syndrome. Fats don’t 
make you fat, so focus on add 

cold-water fish favourites such 
as salmon, sardines, trout and 
anchovies. A handful of flaxseeds 
and raw nuts adds a nice crunch 
to salads.

As a certified holistic 
nutritionist, here’s my top-three 
foods to tick the eye-health 
helping boxes. These three 
super foods contain healthy fats, 
selenium and vitamin E, and can 
be eaten daily for fuel with slews 
of sensational side effects that 
benefit the eyes.  

First up is tahini. Whether it’s a 
substitute for nut butters or poured 
all over rice and shawarma meat, 
tahini is truly topnotch. Sardines 
are a superfood; high-protein, 
all fabulous fats, super high in 
selenium, and a side of extra 
sunshine in the winter months 
with marvelous, mood-boosting 
vitamin D. Brazil nuts are full of 
healthy fats, protein and a boost 
of brain-food fabulousness. 

Restoring rebuilds and rest 
repairs the whole body, reducing 
inflammation cell by cell.

How can I stave off the inevitable need for reading glasses?

By Mercedes Kay Gold

HEAPS OF 
HEALTHY 

TIPS 

(VECTEEZY PHOTO)

(VECTEEZY PHOTO)

Nutrition, rest and good lifestyle choices are crucial in supporting long-
term eye health.

A vehicle cautiously makes its way through snowy, slick conditions, a 
reminder that winter driving demands added skill, patience and prepara-
tion on Canadian roads.

The need for mandated winter-driving training in Canada

By Galen Simmons

FROM THE 
EDITOR'S 

DESK
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As we enter the heart of our 
beloved Canadian winter, a lot 
of us are dreaming about visiting 
tropical destinations; places like 
Barbados, Cuba, Costa Rica or … 
Winnipeg.

Winnipeg?
Okay, I admit Manitoba’s cap-

ital city is better known for what 
Randy Bachman highlighted in 
his song, “Prairie Town.” “Por-
tage and Main, 50 below,” he 
sang. But a few months ago, I 
discovered a tropical paradise in 
the heart of Winnipeg. It’s called 
The Leaf and while you might not 
want to travel to this prairie city 
in January or February, The Leaf 
is definitely a must-see in Winni-
peg in the warmer months.

The attraction offers one more 
excellent reason to visit Assini-
boine Park, also home to the 
Assiniboine Park Zoo and in the 
wonderful district that includes 
The Forks shopping and dining 
area, the Canadian Museum of 
Human Rights and the Children’s 
Museum. 

In locating all of these attrac-
tions in the same area, at the 
forks of the Assiniboine and Red 
rivers, Winnipeg has definitively 
demonstrated the right way for a 
city to create public spaces that 
are compelling destinations yet 
also provide opportunities for 
leisure and relaxation. Visitors 
to Winnipeg will inevitably find 
their way here and they will be 
mingling with many, many local 
residents, for whom the area is 
a perfect getaway. Personally, I 
love it there.

The Leaf is the latest addition 
to this district – and “latest” may 
be the operative word, here. The 
$130-million attraction had a 
lengthy growth period; it finally 
opened two years behind sched-
ule in December 2022.

And what is The Leaf, exactly? 
It’s best understood as two dis-
tinct parts. The heart of the at-
traction is the soaring, swirling, 
steel and glass building that hous-
es four distinct “biomes” which 
are home to plants and trees from 
around the world. 

And outdoors, all around the 
building, are many hectares of 
unique gardens as well.

Let’s start indoors – an area that 
is open all year round. 

The unique, individual spaces 
in The Leaf building include a 
tropical biome, a Mediterranean 
biome, a “display house” and a 
butterfly garden.

The tropical biome – officially 
the “Hartley and Heather Rich-
ardson Tropical Biome” – is the 
most dramatic, in part because it 
features a six-storey indoor wa-
terfall that plays a role in keeping 
this space at the right level of hu-
midity – “right” meaning “really 
high.”

The “welcome” sign posted 
near the waterfall says a lot about 
the multiple aims of The Leaf. 
“Welcome” is stated in three lan-
guages – English, Cree and Ojib-
we, reflecting both Manitoba’s 
heritage and the province’s cur-
rent multi-cultural reality. There 
is an educational note about the 
tropics: “The tropics cover a large 
part of the world and include a 
variety of environments such 
as rainforests, seasonal forests, 
grasslands, savannas and more.” 
The sign points out everyday 
products we consume that come 
from the tropics like coffee, tea, 
spices and fruits. And the wel-
come also makes the point that 
“many recent immigrants to Win-
nipeg come from tropical regions, 
including Central America, the 
Caribbean, Africa, parts of the 
Middle East and Asia.” I quote 
this information at some length 
because I think this “welcome” 
tells us a lot about the intentions 
of the people who planned and 
built “The Leaf.” It’s more than 
an educational institution, it’s an 
inclusive, welcoming space.

We strolled around the tropical 
biome, marvelling at the beauty 
of the flowers and foliage, and 
quite impressed with the size of 
the plants that soared over our 

heads. We learned that many of 
them were full-size when they 
were transported to The Leaf.

We moved on into the Mediter-
ranean biome, where eager do-
cents are happy to tell visitors all 
about the plants, including “Di-
nosaur Trees” – actually Wollemi 
Pines from Australia, prehistoric 
conifers which were thought to be 
extinct until they were discovered 
in Australia in 1994. Today, off-
spring of those rare, ancient trees 
are growing right here in Winni-
peg.

Everyone loves an enclosed 
butterfly garden, and the “Shir-
ley Richardson Butterfly Gar-
den” at The Leaf is no exception. 
Children and adults alike enjoy 
watching the many tropical but-
terflies, and everyone, of course, 
hopes a flying friend would come 
to rest on their shoulder.

The Leaf does not end at the 
exit from the impressive building. 
Outdoors, there are six gardens 
to explore, including the Indige-
nous Peoples Garden, a Kitchen 
Garden, a Sensory Garden, the 
Performance Garden, the Sea-
sonal Garden and “The Grove.” 
Some of the outdoor gardens are 
open 24/7, others from 9 a.m. to 
dusk, and all the outdoor spaces 
are of charge. Admission to the 
biomes is $17.20 for adults, $9.40 
for kids three to 17, and $14.90 for 
seniors. You can save a buck or 
two in each category by buying in 
advance online. And there is an-
other advantage to buying online 
because admission to The Leaf is 
by timed tickets, so having tick-
ets in advance guarantees prompt 
entry.

Do you want to visit Winnipeg 
when it’s 50 below at Portage 
and Main? Maybe not – although 
if you do, the biomes will feel 
like paradise. But in the warmer 
months, The Leaf and all of its 
neighbours in Assiniboine Park 
and The Forks will make for a day 
full of delight.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and past president 
of the Travel Media Association 
of Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.

By Paul Knowles

OH, THE 
PLACES 

WE'LL GO

Enjoying a tropical destination in the centre of Canada

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

The biomes are replete with tropical blooms.

Prehistoric "dinosaur trees," once thought extinct, are now carefully 
tended at The Leaf.An on-high view of the tropical biome.

The $130 million The Leaf opened in Winnipeg in December 2022.



20 Thursday, January 22, 2026 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

The rigours of winters 100 years 
ago or more are hard to imagine 
today because of modern central 
heating, hot water 24 hours a day, 
snowplows big enough for Goli-
ath to drive, efficient designs of 
insulation and enclosed transpor-
tation with heaters. Thoughts of 
rising repeatedly to stoke a fire 
throughout the night, single pane 
windows, midwinter personal hy-
giene and heating bricks to put in 
the family buggy to warm every-
one are from a very different era 
but hey, that was reality a century 
ago or more. Our forebears were a 
hardy bunch! 

The pioneers of the local coun-
ties came mostly from moderate 
to cold weather climes of central 
and Northern Europe and so were 
largely accustomed to cool or cold 
winters. They had to be self-suffi-
cient producing a wide variety of 
products themselves or buy local-
ly made creature comforts to make 
the bitter winters and steamy sum-
mers comfortable. York (later To-
ronto), Berlin (Kitchener), Cassel 
(New Hamburg), Georgiana (Lon-
don), Little Thames (Stratford), 
The Town Plot (Woodstock) and 
surrounding communities pro-
vided functional and fashionable 
clothing of all sorts for the local 
princesses and plowman. Freiburg 
(later Inkerman and then Tavis-
tock) produced socks of all sorts 
for over a century at the J.G. Field 
knitting mill starting in 1868. 

Many of the fashions of Tav-
istock and the district were re-
corded by at least five itinerant 
photographers between 1878 and 
1905: McEwen, Davidson, Elliot, 
Sutherland and Murray. Plus, one 
longtime lensman, John 'Jack' 
Lemp, from 1905-1952. It appears 
that each photographer bought out 
the previous one, acquiring their 
glass negatives (the precursor of 
plastic film and digital photogra-
phy), their props, backdrops, de-
veloping equipment, perhaps their 
cameras and they likely used two 
of their photo studios on Wood-
stock Street. 

The repeating backdrops, studio 
furnishings and props were used 
and passed on to the next photog-
rapher, making it difficult to know 
who took the photos as many 
were used year after year, photog-
rapher after photographer. There 
seems to be no surviving written 
records of photo appointments so 
unless they're well-known people, 
we have difficulty naming them 
today. 

Though the photos of Jack 
Lemp comprise the vast majori-
ty of images in the Lemp Studio 
Collection, housed at the Tavis-
tock and District Historical Soci-
ety archive, these photographers 
created an invaluable set of im-
ages that are almost two-dimen-
sional time machines recording 
life as it was. Very nominal image 
manipulation was possible then, 
compared to Photoshop today and 
AI (Artificial Intelligence), so we 
know that these 2,000 negatives in 
the village collection are accurate. 

Wide-angle and telephoto lens-
es were in their infancy at the 
time, so their inherent distortion 
of depth that's prevalent today 
– wide angles deepening it and 
telephotos flattening depth – is 
non-existent or nominal at best.  

Surprisingly, one photographer 
named Adrian O. 'Addie' Murray 
of East Zorra, started his career 
with a bang. When he was 18 in 
1896, he took a picture of the gov-
ernor general descending briefly 
from his train at the Tavistock 
station (Vintage Views, Aug. 28, 
2025). In 1903, Murray moved to 
Detroit and worked in real estate, 
becoming executive secretary of 
the Elizabeth, N.J., Chamber of 
Commerce, a position that he kept 
for five decades. A.O. Murray 
passed away in 1980 at age 98.

The community is blessed to 
have such a large collection of 
images, as the early photos of 
many other centres have been 
lost in fires, floods or disinterest. 
The Lemp Studio Collection gath-
ered dust for decades in the attic 
of the Lemp drug store on Hope 

Street, however, in the late 1970s 
the druggist/photographer's son, 
Lenny, who took over his father's 
pharmacy, allowed interested lo-
cal individuals to remove the glass 
negatives. A short time later, Len-
ny passed away. The negatives 
are now protected by the efforts 
of many individuals cataloguing, 
scanning and studying our fore-
bears for today and the future. 

The last History Mystery: The 
question was "Which clothing 
item's name in the picture with 
three children has a Dutch etymol-
ogy?" No one answered this by 
publication time despite numerous 
attempts. The answer is: The boy's 
coat is called a pea jacket, which 
is derived from the Dutch pijjak-
ker. The thick, rough, wool cloth 
that's used is called pij, and jakker 
means jacket. Double-breasted 
pea jackets these days are wide-
ly adopted by multiple navies, as 
well as fashion-conscious civilian 
men and boys. 

This week’s History Mys-
tery: This question is open to all 
ages. What rare physical ailment 
does one of the people posing 
have? The first person to answer 
this will have their name and the 
name of their community or ru-
ral route number published in the 
next Vintage Views article. Send 
your answers to: tim_mosher@
hotmail.com.

Tim is travelling overseas and 
will resume the Vintage Views se-
ries upon his return.

By Tim Mosher
Tavistock and District Historical Society

VINTAGE VIEWS

Cold comfort

The new-looking snowshoes add an interesting element but what's the 
purpose of this picture? There's no record of this, so today we can only 
guess. The fur rug and white, wicker chair repeat in many of the stu-
dio portraits of this era in Tavistock. The man's fisherman's cap is rare 
among the 2,000 glass negatives in the collection. 

This couple could be siblings, as a 
married couple might show affec-
tion. Oddly, the man's coat has one 
button that's not showing and he's 
wearing a Coke (pron. "Cook") or 
Bowler hat, designed to replace 
the taller top hat. The women's hat 
with an enormous pin is almost big 
enough to be an umbrella.

Their expressions perhaps show 
the discomfort of posing for a 
mid-winter portrait due to photo 
studios of the time being so cold 
having high ceilings, lots of win-
dows for illumination and – if you 
were lucky – a wood stove for 
heat. This mother and son appear 
unamused despite the toy lion that 
the photographer provided that ap-
pears in other photos of children.

Real fur used for clothing is highly 
controversial today, but it was very 
fashionable in the decades leading 
up to 1915. The farming of dozens 
of types of mustelids included fox 
– like this women's stole and muff 
– mink and even skunks, and they 
often included the head and feet, 
like hers. Her 'picture hat' is so 
named because of how it frames 
the face. Circa 1905.

(LEMP STUDIO COLLECTION #3573)   

(LEMP STUDIO COLLECTION #3515)   

(JOHN 'JACK' LEMP #2656)   (LEMP STUDIO COLLECTION #2285)   

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN TheWilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CONTACT HEATHER DUNBAR AT 226.261.1837 OR HEATHER@GRANTHAVEN.COM
SEND US YOUR STORY IDEAS AND YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR TO GALEN SIMMONS 

AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 22
Tavistock Men's Club
Dinner at 6.15
3rd Thursday of Every Month (Except 
July and August). Welcome to attend. For 
more information call 519-655-3573  or visit 
tavistockmensclub.ca
78 Woodstock St N
MONDAY, JANUARY 26
Wilmot Council meeting
7-10p.m.
Council chambers
60 Snyder’s Road W., Baden
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28
Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for lunch and fellowship
12 noon
Cost: $15.00. Please register by Jan. 23 
by calling 519-664-1900 or Toll Free: 
1-855-664-1900.
Linwood Community Centre, 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood
SATURDAY, JANUARY 31
Nith Valley Ecoboosters Repair Cafe
9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Free event where community members can 
bring broken or damaged items and volunteer 
‘fixers’ will walk them through repairing 
them. There will be fixers for small household 
mechanical and woodworking repairs, 
mending for clothing, knit and crochet items, 
jewelry, and book repairs. Contact details – 
nvebrepaircafe@gmail.com 
Zion United Church
215 Peel Street, New Hamburg

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
Perth East council meeting
7 p.m.
Council chambers
25 Mill Street East, Milverton
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
9 a.m.
Council Chambers
89 Loveys Street East, Hickson
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Hicktown Hoedown 2.0
8 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Raffles and prizes, food and local beer, line 
dancing. Event is 19+, proceeds go to Wellesley 
Fall Fair
Bill Gies Recreation Centre, 
1401 Queens Bush Rd, Wellesley
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
Wellesley Council meeting
6:45 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill
MORNING & EVENING BIBLE READING
Read the Bible in a Year in Community
Morning meeting 6:00 a.m. daily
Evening meeting 6:00 p.m. daily
Contact Arthur Rosh if interested.
Phone number: 226-899-1551
Email address: arthur.rosh@gmail.com
Location to be determined in New Hamburg, 
Tavistock, Baden, Wellesley, New Dundee, St. 
Agatha, Shakespeare, Petersburg, Hickson, 
Punkeydoodle’s Corner and area

EVERY WEDNESDAY
TOPS - Taking off Pounds Sensibly 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.   
TOPS is a non-judgmental weight loss 
support group.  Need help on your weight loss 
journey.   For info call Cathie 519-662-9273.
St James Church, Baden
Wednesday Night Euchre at the New 
Hamburg Legion
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
65 Boulee St., New Hamburg
STAMP CLUB
Oxford Philatelic Society
Meetings: 2nd Tuesday (2-4 p.m.) and 4th 
Tuesday (7 to 9 p.m.)
September to May
If you have never belonged to a stamp club, 
now’s the time. Meet new friends, grow your 
knowledge and collection. 
Contact: Don Eaton dhfe@silomail.com
Website: http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/oxford
Church of the Epiphany
560 Dundas Street, Woodstock Ontario N4S 1C7

FREE SENIORS ACTIVITIES
Tavistock Seniors Activities @ Tavistock 
Memorial Hall, 1 Adam St. Tavistock ON, 
except Shuffleboard
Pickleball Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
afternoon, 12-4 p.m. Contact: Don Junker 
519-535-7052
Cards Monday , Wednesday  afternoon 1-4 
p.m., euchre, crib (bring board), etc. Just drop 
in to play, good to bring  someone . Contact: 
Bob Routly 519-301-2118
Inside walking Monday & Wednesday morn-
ing 8.30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Contact: Larry Brown  
519-240-6715
Crokinole  Monday , Wednesday morning 
8.30 a.m. - 12 p.m., Just drop in to play, good 
to bring  someone. Contact: John Schultz 
519-655-2346
Shuffleboard @ arena, Wednesday 12:30-4 
and Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Contact: Don 
Junker 519-535-7052.
VON Smart Seniors Exercise, Tuesday and 
Thursday morning 9 - 10 a.m.; Village Manor 
10:25 - 11:25 a.m. Contact: 519-539-1231 x 6285

Ser v ing
Ont ar io

Ag r ic ul t ur e
s inc e 1966! 

Famil y o w ned  
& 

Oper at ed519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 

�����������������

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: thewtgazette@gmail.com

The Community Calendar allows non-profit organizations to promote their free admission
community events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location
as well as contact information (ie phone number, email address or website).
If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, The
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette offers the following options for promoting your community events:

Coming Events Word Ad  (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
Coming Events Boxed Word Ad (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
Display Ad - Sizes begin at a Small Classified Display ad (3.3" x 2.5") - $35 + hst 

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

SUBSCRIBE TO THE GAZETTE TO HAVE IT DELIVERED IN YOUR MAIL!
The cost is $75.00 for a year. 

Payment can be made by: Cheque mailed to PO Box 2310, St Marys ON N4X 1A2 
OR dropped off at D&D Homestyle Cuisine & Café, 8 Woodstock St N, Tavistock 

OR call 519-655-2341 with credit card details 
OR e-transfer granthavenmedia@gmail.com

Saturday, February 14
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TO BOOK YOUR SPACE, EMAIL THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

SERVICE DIRECTORY —
AUTOMOTIVE

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

ASSISTANCE

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1 2024-10-22   4:32 PM2024-10-22   4:32 PM

AUTOMOTIVE
E&L

CSN - E&L
374 Hamilton Road, 
Unit 4, New Hamburg, 
ON, N3A 2K2

Ryan Pacey
Manager

T: 519-662-1892
E: newhamburg@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)
Website: csncollision.ca/el

CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

To book your space 
call Heather Dunbar 

at 226.261.1837 or 
heather@granthaven.com

CLASSIFIED ADS
8 9 1 6 5 2 4 3 7

2 4 7 9 3 1 5 6 8

3 6 5 7 4 8 2 9 1

5 2 9 3 7 6 8 1 4

4 1 3 2 8 5 6 7 9

7 8 6 4 1 9 3 5 2

1 3 4 8 6 7 9 2 5

9 7 8 5 2 3 1 4 6

6 5 2 1 9 4 7 8 3

SUDOKU SOLUTION

Quiz Time Answers
1.	 Blue moon

2.	 Russian America

3.	 Henry VIII

4.	 Denver, Colorado

5.	 Skin

6.	 64

7.	 African Elephant

8.	 Finland

9.	 2008

10.	Supercell

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, 
Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether 
Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches 
and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive 
etc. Any old oil  cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc 
Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out 
stuff please contact me - 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE
Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears, 
peaches, plums, sweet and sour cherries, apricots, 
nectarines, blueberries, haskapp grapes, raspberries, 
elderberries etc.  Lots of spruce, pine, cedars for wind-
break and privacy hedges.  Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers 
ready to go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon-
Sat 7:00am to 6:00pm
Martin’s Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON 
N0G 2X0 (1 Conc. North of Wroexter on Belmore Line)

CLASSES
KARATE!

CLASSES BEGIN FEB. 9TH

SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS
Self-defense, Self-discipline, Self-confidence

GROUP CLASSES FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT
Taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer,

5th Degree Black Belt and 12X World Karate Champion
Location Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church -

23 Church Street, New Hamburg
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL ONLY $105+HST FOR 9 WEEKS

Uniform extra 
Special ends Feb. 2.  Regular price $125+HST

Call 519-580-1418 or
e-mail becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com

www.schweitzersmartialarts.com

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Full mechanic al services
& TIRES FOR ALL VEHICLES

ALIGNMENT

SUSPENSION

OIL CHANGES

BRAKES

LICENSED VEHICLE 
INSPECTION STATION

PASSENGER & L IGHT TRUCK

FARM TIRES

HEAVY TRUCK

LAWN & GARDEN

CAMPERS,  RV’S,  
ATV’S & MORE

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519.662.4990 | oktire.com

Explore the world with usExplore the world with us
JOIN OUR GROUP GETAWAYS 
Travel Together, Save More, Stress Less 

www.stonetowntravel.com
ST. MARYS: 150 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4   

519-284-2332 | agent@stonetowntravel.com | TICO#5002839

Explore the world with usExplore the world with us

NEW HAMBURG: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 
226-333-9939 | newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com | TICO #5002840
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EXCAVATING

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

MASSAGE

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
• Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

PLUMBING
McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

LEGAL

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

INVESTMENTS

LANDSCAPING

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

STORAGE
STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE

Call for Pricing!
MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

SALES REP

COMPUTERS

FOCUSFOCUS COMPUTERS COMPUTERS 

73 PEEL ST,
NEW HAMBURG
519-662-6720

NOW SELLING 

AUDIO INTERFACES

AND OTHER MUSICAL

ACCESSORIES!!
VIRUS REMOVAL
ON SITE AND IN-STORE SERVICE
NEW AND USED COMPUTERS

To book your space 
call Heather Dunbar 

at 226.261.1837 or 
heather@granthaven.com

To advertise, contact 
Heather Dunbar at 226.261.1837 or 

heather@granthaven.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

To book your a space call 
Heather Dunbar at 

226.261.1837 or 
heather@granthaven.com

HEALTH SERVICES

ATTENT
IO

N 
• A

TTENTION • ATTENTION • ATTENT
IO

N 
• A

TTENTION • ATTENTION • 

CHIROPRACTIC
LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

CONTRACTORS

Residential � Commercial
Agricultural � jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

REAL ESTATE

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

CONSTRUCTION

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 
Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

ELECTRICAL

Bradin Mogk

ECRA/ESA License #7016946

RESIDENTIAL        COMMERCIAL        AGRICULTURAL
(519) 535-4767  /  mogkelectric@gmail.com

DENTAL

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

SERVICES (all ages welcome): dental 
cleaning & polishing (stain removal), 

teeth whitening, custom sport 
mouthguards, oral cancer screening, 

denture cleanings & more!
ONLINE BOOKING @ www.wilmotsmiles.ca
226-880-1648   lisa@wilmotsmiles.ca

NEW HAMBURG, ONTARIO

DENTAL

COUNSELLING

SALES  REPRESENTAT IVE

640 Riverbend Dr. 
Kitchener ON, N2K 3S2

kate@paulandkatekw.com
226-789-3846

KATE GINGERICH

THINKING OF
MAKING A

MOVE?

REAL ESTATE

Invest for 
Income

Jack Tchabushnig
Associate Investment Advisor

519.883.6066  •  Twealth@raymondjames.ca 
Twealthgroup.comr

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT TEAM
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.

SUPERIOR QUALITY
in every bite!in every bite!in every bite!

TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!


